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The Trade Commissioner Service

WE learn, as we go to press, that the vacant post 
of Trade Commissioner for the British West 
Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras in 

the United Kingdom is to be filled by Mr. Garnet 
Gordon, C.B.E. Mr. Gordon will need no assurance 
as to how welcome this news is to the officers and staff 
of the West India Committee, of which he has been a 
valued member for over twenty years. Ever since the 
decision was made to set up a Trade Commissioner 
Service the West India Committee has looked forward 
to a happy and fruitful association with the new office, 
and from the time when Mr. D. J. Parkinson assumed 
duty as Assistant Trade Commissioner in July, 1952, 
that hope has been amply fulfilled. We congratulate 
the Regional Economic Committee on their selection 
of an outstanding candidate who, equally at home in 
this country and the West Indies, can be relied upon 
to use his new office to the best possible advantage 
of the territories he will serve.

Jamaica Cigars

THE announcement that Her Majesty’s Government 
in the United Kingdom has agreed to relax the 
restrictions on the importation of Cuban cigars 

has inevitably spread a feeling of despondency through­
out the cigar industry of Jamaica. Yet the blow could 
hardly have been unexpected, for it was known that 
the restrictions were imposed for balance of payments 
reasons only, and would not have existed but for the 
circumstances which upset the balance. All the same 
it may well be felt that if the time had come when 
restrictions imposed for such reasons might safely be 
relaxed, surely the relaxation might with better reason 
have begun with articles more urgently required by the 
United Kingdom from dollar sources. However, the 
question of such need was clearly not the only 
considered in this case, and in any event it would e 
fruitless to pursue the objection that the relaxa ion 
was premature. To-day, indeed, no means of protecting 
producers appears to be in greater disfavour t an e 
employment of quotas. In a crazy world more ruthless 
measures are tolerated. It seems to be a ques ion o 
who pulls the strings. n L .___The probability must also be faced that the hopes 
of finding a remedy by way of an increase o e ra e 
of preference on cigars, which were raised by e pu - 

lication of the official communiqué outlining the measures 
agreed upon at the Commonwealth Economic Conference 
held in London at the end of 1952, were illusory. The 
communiqué recorded : “All Commonwealth governments 
agreed, however, to co-operate with the United Kingdom 
government in an approach to the other contracting 
parties to the G.A.T.T. to meet particular difficulties 
arising on the United Kingdom tariff. The object 
would be to enable the United Kingdom consistently 
with the basic provisions of the G.A.T.T. to continue 
the duty free entry for Commonwealth goods notwith­
standing any increases that might from time to time 
become necessary in duties designed to protect domestic 
industry and agriculture in the United Kingdom. 
The Commonwealth governments also agreed to consider 
sympathetically certain special tariff problems affecting 
the colonies.”* With the greatest difficulty the United 
Kingdom have succeeded in giving protection to United 
Kingdom producers notwithstanding that this involved 
increasing certain preferences on similar Commonwealth 
produce. But to colonial producers it must at last 
be sadly clear that their need of increased preferences 
in the United Kingdom, though no less and indeed 
probably more urgent and justifiable than the need for 
the protection given to United Kingdom producers, 
is further than ever from being realized. Apparently 
the Government of the United States of America alone 
has discovered how to extend the same degree of support 
to colonial and domestic producers alike. The more 
exclusive measure, a customs union, is accepted ; the 
lesser restrictions of preferences rejected.

To foresee the probability of this course of events a 
year ago was not difficult, and it will be recalled that, 
in writing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer at that 
time, the West India Committee emphasized the need 
for the one remedy which would not only be practicable 
but also would shut the mouths even of those who are 
ever ready to sacrifice the livelihood of colonial pro­
ducers on the altar of freer world trade. If Her Maj esty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom finds itself so tied 
by international commitments as to be unable to help 
in any other way, then, unless all assurances of concern 
for the welfare of colonial peoples are to ring hollow, 
the obligation to apply the remedy suggested at that 
time is inescapable. The only possible objectors to it 
are within the United Kingdom. That remedy, the 
practical way to help Jamaica, which then seemed to 
be the best, and now perhaps remains the only available 
way, is to reduce the United Kingdom rates of import

♦Italics ours.
(Continued on page 6)
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THE most surprisingly mild autumn and early 
winter for many years led up to a December in 
which everybody seemed to know someone who 

had a friend who had picked primroses or strawberries 
on Christmas Day. I cannot vouch for any of the more 
picturesque stories ; but certainly Covent Garden was 
in a state of apprehensive bewilderment because all the 
vegetables and flowers that should have been spread 
over weeks to come were being thrown on the market 
at the same time. For people outside the domains of 
agriculture and horticulture the only drawback was 
that the springlike weather was varied by a good deal 
of fog.

* * *
One odd result of this was a sudden panic about the 

results of inhaling contaminated air, and a demand— 
which was granted—that anti-fog respirators should 
be obtainable under the National Health scheme. 
Even the fashion papers broke out with pictures of 
masks adorned with beads, lace, or even jewellery. 
The reason for all this excitement appeared to be, not 
so much the memory of the undoubted fatal effects 
caused by the great and exceptional fog a year ago, 
but the enterprise of some nameless illiterate who had 
coined the atrocious vulgarism “ smog,” to mean fog 
contaminated with smoke—as if Londoners had not 
lived with that phenomenon for centuries and been 
content to describe it by the simple word “ fog.”

* * *
Christmas came near to being severely dislocated by 

a complete suspension of the railway service. Under 
the conditions of the petrol age, the railways have 
become a decidedly unprofitable speculation, whether in 
private hands or in those of the state ; and the railway­
men’s complaints of poor wages deserve, and get, 
considerable sympathy. Much of it was forfeited when, 
having submitted their claim to the statutory tribunal 
and been awarded a basic increase of 4s. a week, they 
repudiated the decision and announced that a national 
strike would begin on the Sunday before Christmas 
if their further demands were not granted. Faced with 
a stoppage of holiday travel, the authorities promptly 
gave way, and added to the 4s. a promise that there 
should be a further general revision of wage-rates in 
the men’s favour in the New Year. The eventual 
settlement may very possibly be just; but that fact 
that the concession was made in response to threats 
cannot be disguised and is ominous. It is possible that 
we are destined to a year of strikes and threats of strikes. 
The engineers, at the time of writing, are taking up a 
menacing posture.

* * *
The New Year Honours List is a respectable routine 

document, giving no doubt to multitudes of worthy 
people their due reward for years of unspectacular 
labour. Among the politicians Mr. Hore-Belisha’s 
name is rather suggestive of an extinct volcano. This is 
because since 1945 this one-time swashbuckler of the 

House of Commons has not been able to find a con­
stituency even to adopt him as candidate, presumably 
owing to Conservative suspicions of his Liberal past. 
Now that he is returning to Parliament as a peer we 
may see the revival of a vigorous and eloquent character. 
Of the other names the most notable seem to be those 
of Mr. Jacob Epstein the sculptor and Mr. George 
Robey, both of whom are to be knighted. Everybody 
is delighted that Mr. Robey receives, at eighty-four, an 
honour that, I believe, was nearly given to him for his 
devoted work for the troops in the war of 1914. It was 
then held, however, that a music-hall comedian was 
not a proper person to receive the accolade. Eventually, 
that taboo was broken down in favour of the late Sir 
Harry Lauder.

* ♦ ♦
All good wishes go with Mr. Eden to the Foreign 

Ministers’ conference in Berlin on January 25th. A 
long record of disappointment forbids us to be sanguine 
of the results, but it is an achievement in itself to have 
brought the Russians to parley at last. The great 
question is whether their desire to forestall the rearming 
of Western Germany will induce them to make some 
conciliatory move in the direction of the uniting of the 
country on a basis of free elections. The danger is that 
even an illusory step in that direction might turn the 
scale in France against ratifying the agreements for 
the European Defence Community ; and if E.D.C. is 
not established soon there will certainly be a strong 
movement in the United States to withdraw from 
Europe. With these anxious and critical matters at 
issue, we may be warmly grateful that the Berlin 
conference looks like turning back to the methods of 
secret diplomacy. International negotiation with an 
eye to propaganda values has bedevilled post-war 
politics for long enough.

National Rifle Association

Shooting Matches, 1954
The National Rifle Association announce that they 

are again conducting the Overseas Rifle and Revolver 
Postal Matches in 1954. The matches are open to 
one or two teams of eight for the rifle and four for the 
revolver, in each competing territory, and the com­
petitors must be British subjects or British protected 
persons, resident or stationed in any of the colonies, 
protectorates or territories which are eligible to enter 
for the competition. The matches may be fired 
separately or concurrently with another competition of 
exactly the same conditions, on any one day between 
January 1st and December 31st, 1954, on any range 
situated in the competing country and will be conducted 
under current N.R.A. rules.

Further information may be obtained from the 
secretary of the National Rifle Association, Bisley 
Camp, Brookwood, Woking, Surrey.
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The West India Committee Commonwealth Air Forces

meeting of the executive of the West India Com­
mittee was held on December 17th, the chairman, 

Mr. H. Alan Walker, presiding. The following two 
candidates were admitted to membership :—

Name Proposer and Seconder
Mr. John Desmond Render-fMr. J. M. du Buisson

son (London) |_Mr. Mark S. Moody Stuart, m.c.
Mr. Raymond Edward Chap- f Mr. Alfred G. Hazell 

man (St. Vincent) \St. Vincent Tourist Board
At the outset of the meeting, the chairman referred, 

with great regret, to the death of Mr. Herbert Ferguson, 
C.B.E., of Edinburgh.

New Member of Executive
Mr. W. A. Coupland, who has been elected to the 

executive committee, was educated at Wellington 
School, Somerset.

Mr. Coupland is a Chartered Accountant, and joined 
Caroni Limited and the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd. 
in July, 1937, on the inception of both companies. He 
was appointed secretary of both companies in 1944. In 
1951 he joined the board of Caroni Limited and last year 
joined the board of the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd.

Executive Members in the West Indies
Mr. J. M. Campbell, a vice-president, left in the 

lie de France on December 22nd for New York en route 
for British Guiana. He will call at Trinidad on the 
outward and homeward journey and is due back in 
London in the middle of February.

Mr. Harold de Pass sailed in the Golfito on December 
15th, and will be visiting Barbados, Trinidad and 
Jamaica.

Mr. A. V. Speight will be away in the West Indies 
for six months, having left by air on January 5th.

Mr. H. Wakeford left for the West Indies by B.O.A.C. 
on January 6th. He hopes to spend about a week each 
in Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, and to return to 
London about the middle of February.

Mr. L. B. Whitaker, who is due to leave on January 
25th, will visit Antigua, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Trinidad, 
returning early in April.

Mr. Mark Moody-Stuart expects to leave on January 
31st. He will visit Antigua, St. Kitts, Jamaica, St. 
Lucia and Trinidad, and is due back at the end of 
April.

Commonwealth Finance Conference

West Indian Advisers
At a meeting of the Regional Economic Committee 

held in Barbados on December 12th, the Hon. Albert 
Gomes, of Trinidad, the Hon. Norman Bradshaw, of 
St. Kitts, and the Hon. W. H. Courtenay, of British 
Honduras, with Mr. John Mordecai, the executive 
secretary of the committee, were selected to attend 
the Conference of Commonwealth Finance Ministers 
at Sydney, Australia, this month, in the capacity of 
advisers to the United Kingdom delegation.

Queen to Unveil Malta Memorial
A Memorial which is being erected in Valetta, Malta, 

by the Imperial War Graves Commission, to com­
memorate officers and men of the Air Forces of the 
Commonwealth who laid down their lives in the 1939- 
1945 War, in operations from bases in the Central 
Mediterranean Area, and who have no known grave, 
is to be unveiled by the Queen on the morning of 
Monday, May 3rd, 1954. The Memorial has been 
designed by Sir Hubert Worthington, O.B.E., A.R.A.

Space is to be reserved at the unveiling ceremony 
for relatives of those whose names appear on the 
memorial, and for those unable to make their own 
arrangements the Royal Air Forces Association hope 
to be able to arrange special conducted charter facilities.

The inclusive cost by air, which would take three 
days including a two-night stay in Malta, is expected 
to be approximately £30; the inclusive cost by train, 
cross channel ferry and train from London to Genoa 
and back, with accommodation on the ship for the two 
nights in Malta, is likely to be about £50.

Registered next-of-kin of the men commemorated on 
the Memorial have been communicated with direct, 
but others should communicate with the Secretary 
(R.M.S.), Imperial Graves Commission, Woobum House, 
Woobum Green, High Wycombe, Bucks. (Tel. : Bourne 
End 594) before February 1st, 1954. Those making 
their own arrangements for travel are required also to 
communicate with the secretary so that the necessary 
tickets for the ceremony may be issued.

Colonial Women Students

Accommodation in London
TPhe British Council hostel for women students from 

the colonies, at 18, Collingham Gardens, Kensington, 
London, has been enlarged to provide room for 38 
students.

It accepts women studying in London for a full 
academic year and women studying in other parts of 
the United Kingdom during the vacations, the accom­
modation being of a similar standard to that of a 
University hall of residence. There are 14 single and 
12 double study-bedrooms—no dormitories—each pro­
vided with hot and cold water, the charge per student 
being £4 per week for a single room and £3 10s. for a 
double room. The large and comfortable lounge is 
equipped with piano and radiogram, the dining room 
with small tables ; there is ample bathroom accom­
modation, a hair-dressing room and a laundry where 
students can do their personal washing ; the hostel is 
centrally heated “ to a temperature suited to those used 
to hot climates.”

The students run their own House Committee, with a 
president, secretary and treasurer and a member from 
each of the colonies represented in the hostel, and the 
design is to make the students feel that the hostel is not 
just a house where they have a room and a meal, but 
their temporary room where they can study and relax 
and entertain their friends.
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British Guiana Constitution

Interim Government
npHE Order in Council providing for the suspension 
L of the new British Guiana constitution* provided 

also for the introduction of an interim constitution with 
an Executive Council and a Legislative Council having 
ex officio and nominated members. The Governor was 
moreover given discretion to charge any member of the 
Executive Council with departmental responsibilities.

The rejection by the House of Commons of the 
Opposition’s prayer for annulment of the Order enabled 
the Governor to proceed with the matter, and a cable 
dispatched by our correspondent in British Guiana on 
December 28th reports the announcement by the 
Governor of the members of the interim government.

The Executive Council comprises ten members, 
three of whom are ex-officio. These latter are Mr. John 
Gutch, Chief Secretary; Mr. F. Holder, Attorney 
General and Mr. W. O. Fraser, Financial Secretary. The 
nominated members are : Mr. P. A. Cummings, Mr. 
G. A. Farnum, Mr. R. B. Gajraj, Mr. W. O. R. Kendall, 
Sir Frank MacDavid, Mr. G. H. Smellie and Mr. R. C. 
Tello.

In the Legislative Council there are twenty-seven 
members, including those who are also members of the 
Executive Council. The other members are the Rev. 
D. C. Bobb, Mr. C. A. Carter, Miss Gertie Collins, Mrs. 
Esther Dey, Mr. E. F. Correia, Dr. H. A. Fraser, Colonel 
E. J. Haywood, Mr. R. B. Jailall, Mr. T. Lee, Mr. W. T. 
Lord, Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Mr. W. A. MacNie, Mr. W. A. 
Phang, Mr. W. J. Raatgever, Mr. Hamid Rhamaan, 
Mr. J. I. Ramphal and Mr. Sugrim Singh. The Speaker 
of the Legislative Council is Sir Eustace Woolford.

Our correspondent states that the selection is regarded 
as a fair cross-section of the community, and that 
much in the way of criticism is not expected, except 
from P.P.P. fanatics. Including the Speaker, the 
legislature comprises 25 Guianese, one Barbadian (the 
Attorney General), and two Englishmen (the Chief Secre­
tary and Colonel Haywood). Mr. Cummings, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Luckhoo and Mr. Sugrim Singh are barristers. Mr. 
Tello is described as president of the main Sugar Workers’ 
Union; Mr. Carter is secretary of the British Guiana 
Mme Workers’ Union. Miss Collins and Mrs Dey are 
social workers; the Rev. D. C. Bobb a Methodist 
minister. Sugar interests are represented by Mr 
MacNie, of the British Guiana Sugar Producers’ Asso­
ciation ; mining interests by Mr. Correia ; rice by Mr 
Jailall, secretary of the British Guiana Rice Producers’ 
Association and Mr. Hamid Rhamaan, a rice miller 
Two of the members, Mr. Smellie and Colonel Haywood’ 
are described as company directors ; Mr. Farnum as a 
company secretary and Local Board official; Mr 
GaJraj, Mr. Kendall Mr. Phang and Mr. Raatgever 
merchants. Mr. Lord is Commissioner of Lands and 
Labour “nr Ramphal DePuty Commissioner of 
Labour. Dr Eraser, who is a retired veterinary surgeon

FraiJk MacDavid make up the number.
Fifteen of the unofficial members have served pre­

viouslyas legislators and two were members of Pthe

page 294 and Deceder.

People’s Progressive Party before the last elections. 
Six of those nominated were defeated by P.P.P. candi­
dates at the last election.

In the course of the broadcast in which the Governor 
made the announcement, he said: “As regards the 
members of the majority party in the last government, 
none of them has had the courage openly to declare 
himself or herself as opposed to the Communist influence, 
which presently dominates the party which has threat­
ened a policy of non-co-operation, and I have not been 
able to appoint any of them to the interim government.”

The ex-officio members are to have the same port­
folios as they had under the suspended constitution, 
but the Chief Secretary is now also responsible for 
education, for communications and works, and for local 
government and social welfare, while the Financial 
Secretary is responsible for commerce and industry. 
Sir Frank MacDavid is to be Minister of Agriculture, 
Forests, Lands and Mines, and Mr. P. A. Cummings 
Minister of Labour, Health and Housing.

The Economic Council
The Governor also announced the composition of an 

Economic Council (recommended, together with a 
Credit Corporation, by the International Bank Mission,] 
to carry out the planning of a development programme .f 
The Governor will be chairman of the Council, Sir 
Frank MacDavid deputy chairman, and the members 
will be the Financial Secretary, Mr. R. B. Gajraj, Mr. 
R. Tello and the managing director of the British Guiana 
Credit Corporation, when appointed.

The Governor concluded his broadcast with an appeal 
for the people’s confidence and co-operation. The 
legislative appointments were expected to come into 
force on January 1st, 1954.

Anglo-Cuban Trade Talks

Discussions on trade relations between the United 
Kingdom and Cuba were concluded in Havana on 
December 19th by an Exchange of Notes between the 
United Kingdom Ambassador and Dr. Miguel Angel 
Caiupa> Cuban Minister of State. The reductions in 
tariffs which were secured for a wide range of United 
Kingdom goods in the Trade Agreement of 1951 havj 
been extended for a period of three years as from 1st 
January, 1954. The undertakings to purchase Cuban 
sugar which were given by the United Kingdom in the 
1951 Agreement have not been renewed, and the import 
restrictions on Cuban cigars, which are maintained fort 
balance of payments reasons, have been relaxed. The 
quota for 19o4 will be $750,000 and for 1955 and 1956 
oi million for each year.

The United Kingdom Government have undertaken 
no o isenminate against Cuban sugar, except of

T +tgai?S Commonwealth sugar, which is 
covered by the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, 
trader further useful discussions on Anglo-Cuban I 
Dlacp whlnYh^ up.the, exchanges of view which took 
Cnha fT the migsi°n led by BriSa<iier Crosland visited 
b =rnh* year and ,a Fetum "Sit was paid last summer 
Dr Sala^ Y the Cuban Minister of Labour, 1

fSee Circular, September, 1953, page 233.
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The New Year Honours
^he New Year Honours contained the following names 

of West Indian interest:—
K.C.M.G.

Mr. Jesse John Paskin, Assistant Under-Secretarv 
of State, Colonial Office.

KNIGHTS BACHELOR
His Honour Chief Justice Edward Peter Stubbs 

Bell, Colonial Legal Service, British Guiana.
His Honour Chief Justice Alfred Victor Crane, 

Colonial Legal Service, British Honduras.
Mr. Oliver Lyle, for services in promoting fuel 

efficiency.
C.M.G.

Mr. Ralph Ellis Brook, O.B.E., Deputy Chairman, 
Colonial Development Corporation.

Mr. Kenneth Vincent-Brown, lately Puisne Judge, 
Trinidad.

Mr. Edward Reginald Edmonds, Assistant 
Secretary, Colonial Office.

Mr. Gervase Huxley, honorary adviser on public 
relations matters to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

C.B.E.
Brigadier Alexander Cosby Fishburn Jackson, 

O.B.E., late Infantry, Commander, Caribbean Area.
Mr. Geoffrey Campbell Gunter, O.B.E., for public 

services in Jamaica.
Mr. John Ernest Peniston Vesey, for public 

services in Bermuda.
The Right Reverend George Weld, Roman 

Catholic Vicar Apostolic of British Guiana and Barbados 
and Titular Bishop of Mallo.

O.B.E.
Lieutenant-Colonel George Robert Goodwill

Alston, M.C., E.D., for public services in Trinidad.
Mr. Ralph Crombie Erskine, Deputy Director of 

Sugar Division, Ministry of Food.
Mr. Reginald Honon Fletcher, I.S.O., for public 

services in Jamaica.
Mr. Ronald Earle Kelsick, Agricultural Super­

intendent, St. Kitts-Nevis, Anguilla, Leeward Islands.
The Reverend Canon Robert Julian Laurie, 

Rector in Charge, Holy Trinity Church, Castries, and 
Anglican Church, Dennery, Windward Islands.

Mr. Eric Vaughan Williams, Director of Public 
Works, British Honduras.

M.B.E.
Mr. Edward Rupert Burrowes, for services to art 

in British Guiana.
Mr. Robert Henry Kennedy, for services to the 

Boy Scout Movement in Bermuda.
Mr. John Robert Archibald McDonald, Acting 

Principal Auditor, Leeward Islands.
Mr. Joseph Francis Nelson, J.P., for public services 

in Trinidad.
Mr. Clarence Renwick, Superintendent of Works, 

Windward Islands. . .
Mr. Newton Clyde Roberts, Assistant Registrar 

General, Bahamas.
Mrs. Ethel Joyce Saward, M.R.C.S., L.K.C.F., 

for medical services in Jamaica.
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Mr. Charles Levi Westby, for public services in 
British Honduras.

Mr. Arthur Stanley Wint, for services to sport in 
Jamaica.

B.E.M.
[military division]

Luther Augustus Smith, Acting Warrant Officer, 
Class II, The Jamaica Battalion.

[civil division]

Redvers Buller Gill, Forest Supervisor, Trinidad.

COLONIAL POLICE MEDAL 
[for meritorious service]

Ian Scott Paton, Superintendent, Trinidad Police 
Force.

Thomas William Whittingham, Deputy Com­
missioner, British Guiana Police Force.

Mr. Lyttelton’s Message

New Year Broadcast to Colonies
Jn a New Year broadcast to the colonies, in which he 

reviewed the events of 1953, Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, had this to add : 
“ I can draw no glittering picture for you of universal 
peace and plenty waiting round the comer. Wars, or 
rumours of wars, still divert energies and resources 
which ought to be devoted to the exacting tasks of 
peace. You and I have still got to put on a bold front 
and outface our dangers. We, all of us, have to work 
as men and women and as peoples, to reach our goal ; 
we have got to earn, and pay for, what we want, be it 
higher standards of living, more social services or 
security from outside attack. Nobody is going to 
hand it all to us out of the blue—we shall get what we 
deserve, no more, no less.

“ Happily for us in Britain and the colonies, there 
is no conflict of true interest between us. On the 
contrary, our interests are complementary : we can 
best help ourselves by helping one another. And 
let me add this : in those countries where communities 
of different races live side by side, neither prosperity 
nor security can come for one race alone, certainly not 
at the expense of others.”

In a reference to West Indian Federation he said that 
“ Her Majesty’s Government would welcome its ratifi­
cation and would assist it financially at its birth.” 
The suspension of the British Guiana constitution he 
described as “ a grievous set-back, but it is one from 
which British Guiana will recover, and it will eventually 
even be the stronger for it. I need hardly tell you, 
because I am sure you know, that the policy of Her 
Majesty’s Government towards genuine democratic and 
constitutional advance is unchanged, but I say now, as I 
have said before, that Her Majesty’s Government is 
not willing to allow a Communist state to be organized 
within the British Commonwealth.”

Mr. Lyttelton reaffirmed, “ as evidence of our faith 
in the future,” the intention of the United Kingdom 
government “ to extend for a further period the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Scheme, so that colonial 
governments can continue to plan ahead and the steady 
pace of development can be maintained.”
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The Queen in Jamaica

Agricultural Triumphal Arch 

rpHE account of the Queen’s visit to Jamaica, which 
A appeared in the last issue of the Circular,* made 

brief mention of an agricultural triumphal arch near 
the King George VI Memorial Park through which the 
Queen drove to the civic reception in Kingston.

This month we are able to publish a photograph of 
this unique tribute which, being in black and white, 
can give but a slight idea of the beauty of the original, 
which those acquainted with the colourful nature of 
Jamaica agricultural produce will nevertheless be able 
to appreciate.

Spanning the road at the junction of Marescaux Road 
and East Race Course, an imposing wooden rectangular 
frame enclosed a semicircular arch. Surmounting the 
arch was an illuminated crown, flanked on either side, 
along the top of the rectangle, by growing pineapple 
plants with bananas and a row of pineapples immediately 
below. The triangular spaces between the outer rect­
angle and the curve of the arch were devoted to grape­
fruit and oranges, with coffee and cocoa woven in below 
the citrus. The actual curve of the arch, from the 
ground up, was wreathed in sugar cane, and coconut and 
banana trees in tubs stood beside the supporting pillars. 
Covering the upper portion of each pillar was a pennant 
bearing the inscription “ Long Live the Queen.”

Below the crown, under the curve of the arch, was 
the monogram EUR picked out with coloured lights, 
and below this a banner spanned the curve of the arch 
and carried, done in green, red and yellow peppers, the 
words “ A Million Trees to Salute Your Majesty,” in 
reference to the campaign to plant a million trees in the 
island, to which the Queen had given her approval and 
in connexion with which she herself planted a cotton 
tree in the new King George VI Memorial Park. Some 
500 lights illuminated the arch, and it was also floodlit.

The arrangements for the decoration of the arch were 
made by the Jamaica Agricultural Society, with the 
co-operation of the All Island Banana Growers’, the 
Citrus Growers’ and the Cane Farmers’ Associations, the 
Coconut Industry Board, the Cocoa and Coffee Clearing 
Houses and the Department of Agriculture.

Tribute from Antigua

JJedicated to the people of Antigua,” and 
published in the hope that it will bring to 

people overseas some idea of the attractions and achieve­
ments of this small but beautiful West Indian Island ”
Ivk Ta Coronation Committee have prepared aiid 

published a most attractive souvenir
Therein is given an illustrated account of the week’s 

celebrations which were held in the island to mark the 
Queen s coronation. As a demonstration of affectionate 
loya!ty those celebrations must have been outstanding 
„Never before, writes the compiler of the souvenk

has Antigua witnessed such a spectacle as the Corona- 
tion Carnival. This was the highlight of the week,

* December, 1953, pages 315 to 317. 

but there were also concerts, dances, sports competitions, 
bonfires and fireworks. Coronation trees were planted, 
there were entertainment programmes in the schools, 
with coronation souvenir medals for the children, and 
foodstuffs were distributed to Institutions and to needy 
persons in all parishes. Special services were held in 
the Cathedral and the various churches on the Sunday 
preceding, and on the morning of, Coronation Day.

All this is recorded and illustrated, with the story of 
the island and its beautiful and romantic attractions, 
and an account of the drive towards economic and social 
development which is being made by the local govern­
ment and the people, in a well-produced 40-page quarto 
volume, with a coloured picture of Her Majesty and the 
badge of the island on the cover, entitled We Too Rejoice.

When the Hon. E. H. Lake, chairman of the Central 
Coronation Committee, went to Jamaica as the island’s 
representative to greet the Queen, he took with him a 
special presentation copy of the souvenir, with a hand- 
painted leather cover, which the Queen was graciously 
pleased to accept.

JAMAICA CIGARS 
{Continued from page 1) 

duty sufficiently drastically to ensure that cigars are 
no longer to be denied to all but the opulent.

In the letter to the Chancellor, after giving figures 
to counter objections that heavy losses of revenue 
would result from permitting a substantially lower rate 
of duty to be levied on cigars, both imported and 
British made, than on cigarettes and pipe tobacco, the 
Committee, which had in mind a reduction of existing 
cigar duty rates by two thirds, continued : ‘ It is 
always a difficult matter to upset theories that have 
frozen hard, but here is a matter in which the pre­
dominant consideration, dwarfing all others, is the 
welfare of a considerable number of the poorest of Her 
Majesty’s subjects. For it must be well known by 
this time that there is nothing in the United Kingdom 
to compare with the widespread distress resulting from 
unemployment which exists in the British West In 
and particularly in Jamaica, which is by far the most 
important supplier of cigars. We suggest, with the 
highest respect, that the time has come for untenable 
taxation theories to be swept away and no longer 
allowed to stand in the way of giving urgently required 
assistance to an industry which has the additional 
claim that it produces goods of unsurpassed quality.”

Always, also, it is better to help colonial peoples 
to help themselves than to panic to their help with 
experimental development schemes or vast money 
grants to compensate for poverty resulting from the 
avoidable rum of a formerly flourishing industry. 
Moreover, it is even more true in these days of wild 
political theories and ambitions than it was in the 
past especially in the colonies, that “ Satan finds some 
misc ic s ill for idle hands to do.” Unemployment 
+./angerT- Failure to be vigilant in the 'main­
tenance of employment of established value puts 
groundnut madness in the shade

Members of the West India Committee 
to further the work of the Committee by 
suitable candidates for election.

are invited 
introducing
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U.K. Import Duties on Fruit

First Action Under Waiver Agreement
Order* came into effect on December 1st, 1953, 

putting into force revised import duties on certain 
fresh and preserved fruit and vegetables into the 
United Kingdom.

In making an announcement in the House of Commons 
on November 30th Mr. W. F. Deedes said :—

“ An Order has been laid today and will come into 
operation tomorrow giving effect to the decisions of 
Her Majesty’s Government in respect of the import 
duties on certain fresh and preserved fruit and vegetables.

“ I have also laid today a White Paper J which sets 
out the general background to the case submitted by the 
National Farmers’ Unions for increased tariffs on 
horticultural produce and which shows in detail the 
decisions taken by Her Majesty’s Government. These 
decisions have been taken after full consideration of 
the evidence submitted by producers, importers, distri­
butors and other interested organizations, and after 
taking fully into account the interests of consumers.

“ In accordance with the procedures established under 
the waiver} recently agreed by the contracting parties 
to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, Her 
Majesty’s Government duly notified, where this was 
necessary, their intention to increase these tariffs.”

The White Paper discloses that in May, 1950, and at 
subsequent dates the National Farmers’ Unions of 
England and Wales and of Scotland and the Ulster 
Farmers’ Union made representations for increased 
protection in respect of a wide range of horticultural 
products. In putting forward these representations 
the Unions drew attention to the fact that specific 
duties provide, in general, an appropriate system of 
regulating imports of horticultural products, in that the 
incidence of such duties is relatively low at a time of 
scarcity and high prices and relatively high at a time of 
plentiful supplies and low prices ; also that the existing 
duties, which in greater part were specific and not ad 
valorem, no longer had the effect intended in that the 
ad valorem incidence of those duties had declined sub­
stantially since 1939.

“ After full consideration of the evidence,” the 
White Paper states, “ Her Majesty’s Government have 
been satisfied that the existing duties would not provide 
adequate protection for certain fruits and vegetables ; 
and having followed where necessary the procedures 
recently approved by the Contracting Parties to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in connexion 
with the incidental changes in the margins of preference, 
they have decided that the duties should be increased 
in the appropriate season.”

The fruits included in the list of items to which these 
increases apply are cherries, currants, gooseberries, 
hothouse grapes, and strawberries, and a list of preserved

♦The Additional Import Duties (No. 3) Order, 1953 (S.I. 1953, 
No. 1736).

jTmport Duties. Proposals for Increased Duties on certain 
Fresh and Preserved Fruit and Vegetables. Presented by the 
President of the Board of Trade to Parliament by command of 
Her Majesty, November, 1953. Cmd. 9018. H.M.S.O., London. 
Price 6d. net.

JSee Circular, November, 1953, page 296. 

fruits and fruit pulps. Under the latter heading, 
however, is a list of exceptions, among which are grape­
fruit and grapefruit pulp; orange pulp, except such 
pulp containing the peel; dried bananas ; dried pine­
apples ; jams and marmalades ; and candied peels.

The first instalment of reliefs under the waiver is 
thus confined to assistance to United Kingdom producers.

International Sugar Agreement

The following Press communiqués issued by the 
International Sugar Council announced the coming into 
force of the International Sugar Agreement, and the 
Council’s decision in regard to quotas for 1954 :— 
Issued on December 19th.

The requisite number of notifications under Article 
41 (6) of the International Sugar Agreement negotiated 
in London in July and August having been received, 
the agreement will come into force from January 1st, 
1954, the International Sugar Council announce. The 
delegation attending the current series of meetings 
of the Council in London yesterday unanimously elected 
Baron Paul Kronacker, head of the Belgian delegation, 
as chairman of the Council for 1954, and Mr. E. P. 
Keely, head of the British delegation, as vice-chairman 
for 1954.
Issued on December 29th.

At its series of meetings which came to an end in 
London on the evening of Saturday, the 19th December, 
the International Sugar Council, under the chairman­
ship of Baron Kronacker, made the necessary arrange­
ments for bringing the International Sugar Agreement 
into force on 1st January, 1954.

The representatives of the following countries in­
formed the council of ratification, accession or notifica­
tion that a decision on ratification will be sought : 
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Republic of China, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, Federal Republic 
of Germany, France, Haiti, Hungary, Japan, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
South Africa, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom, United States of America.

During 1954 the Executive Committee established 
by the Council will be composed of representatives of 
the following Governments : Republic of China, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Federal Republic of Germany, 
Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Kingdom.

One seat on the Executive Committee has been left 
vacant for the time being.

The Council appointed as its Secretary Miss M. D. 
Shufeldt.

Export Quotas
The Council having considered the world supply and 

demand for sugar on the free market in 1954 concluded 
that requirements will be met within the price bracket 
of 3.25 to 4.35 cents if the basic export quotas were to 
be cut by 15 per cent. The Council therefore decided 
to cut export quotas by 15 per cent and assigned quotas 
to exporting countries accordingly. In making this 
decision the Council took into account the amount 
of sugar likely to be exported during 1954 by non­
participating countries.
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Sterling Assets of British Colonies

A White Paper* issued in December, 1953, discloses 
A that assets held in sterling in London on colonial 
account (colonial sterling balances) increased from 
£670,000,000 at the end of 1949 to £1,222,000,000 at 
the end of 1952.

The statement of the 
follows :—

End of year

1949
1950
1951
1952

position year by year is as

Total sterling Index 
assets (1949 = 100)

670,000,000 100
852,000,000 127

1,090,000,000 163
1,222,000,000 182

The percentages of the total sterling assets represented 
by each component at the end of 1952 were as follows : 
colonial government funds, 36 per cent ; funds held in 
London by colonial currency authorities, 30 per cent; 
Uganda price [assistance funds and invested reserves 
of the West African Marketing Boards, etc., 12 per cent; 
and funds with United Kingdom banks, etc., 22 per 
cent.

These percentages are not given for the separate 
territorial regions, but the total sterling assets in London 
of the West Indies (including the Bahamas and Bermuda) 
were: 1949, £67,000,000; 1950, £78,000,000; 1951, 
£81,000,000 and 1952, £91,000,000.

While it is pointed out in the white paper that it is 
difficult to generalize about factors affecting the growth 
of all government-held London funds, the main reason 
for the rapid increase in colonial sterling assets, especially 
during 1950 and the first half of 1951, is regarded as 
the boom in the sterling prices of raw materials which 
followed the devaluation of the pound and the outbreak 
of the Korean war. In this respect the West Indies 
did not benefit to the same extent as other territories. 
The general and development reserves held in the 
United Kingdom by the West Indies in 1949 amounted 
to £6,000,000; in 1950 to £10,000,000; in 1951 to 
£9,000,000 and in 1952 to £8,000,000. The fact of 
West Indian reserves remaining low is held to reflect 
differences partly in the financial policies of the govern­
ments concerned but also in the price level of the main 
exports from that region. For all regions the corres­
ponding total figures were : 1949, £65,000,000 ; 1950 
£115,000,000; 1951, £173,000,000 ; 1952, £233,000,000’

Between 1949 and 1952 there was an increase in the 
amount of currency in circulation in the colonies, with 
a consequent rise in the amount of sterling currency 
funds. The total rise was from £236,000,000 in 1939 to 
£363,000,000 in 1952, an increase of 54 per cent. For the 
various regions the percentage increases were : West 
Africa, 50 per cent; East Africa, 96 per cent • West 
Indies, 49 per cent; and 95 per cent for the territories 
m South East Asia. Deposits in savings banks are 
stated to have increased sharply during the war but 
no figures are given. ’

For the colonies as a whole, the increase in the assets 
of commercial banks accounted for 19 per cent of the 
mcreasejn total sterling assets, but the proportion

★Memorandum on The Sterling Assets of fh? r' iColonial No. 298, H.M.S.O., ^0^185! kl'eM. 

varied greatly as between regions, being 4 per cent in 
West Africa, 2 per cent in East Africa, 77 per cent in 
Central Africa, 33 per cent in the West Indies and 23 
per cent in South East Asia.

In the white paper an attempt is made to relate 
changes in the sterling assets to the colonial balance of 
payments, but “ an important conclusion which emerges 
from this analysis of the balance of payments is that, 
for the greater part of the period since the war, the 
colonies have been helped to accumulate sterling assets 
by investment from the United Kingdom and other 
countries. Only during 1950 and the first half of 1951 
did the colonies have a large positive balance of payments 
on current account ; during the rest of the period the 
available information suggests that the colonies had 
only a small positive balance, if any. . . . Taking the 
growth of the sterling assets as a whole, a very' con­
siderable part of the rise in the sterling balances since 
the war has, in fact, been a reflection of external invest­
ment in the colonies, and has not resulted from a balance 
of payments surplus.”

Handbook of Tobago

A new edition (the fourth) of Commander C. E. R.
Alford’s handbook on Tobago has recently been 

issued.
It is in the main similar to the third edition, with the 

various sections amended where necessary to bring 
information up to date, but there are certain additions. 
An interesting chapter headed Tobacon describes a pig 
breeding enterprise in connexion with which there has 
been formed a Pig Breeders’ and Pork Manufacturers' 
Association which has produced a scheme to encourage 
peasant farmers to breed and rear pigs in the island. 
Inquiries for the Association’s products are stated to 
have already been received from British Guiana. 
Trinidad, Barbados and Grenada. Another gives par­
ticulars of the electrical supply’ now available in the 
island. A short additional chapter tells of the decline 
of rum production in the island, where, though none 
was produced in 1953, the considerable quantity of 
579,000 gallons was produced in 1793. In this chapter 
there is a slip which should be rectified in future editions. 
Commander Alford writes : “ Whiskey belongs to Scot­
land.” ‘ Whiskey ’ belongs to Ireland ; ‘ whiskv ’ 
belongs to Scotland.

A pleasant and unusual feature of this edition of the 
handbook consists of the words and music of a patriotic 
?onf i Land of the Free, written and composed

Z+k rS; Atford- A well-produced and informative map 
ot the island is another useful addition.

New Ship for West Indian Service

As bnefly reported in the last issue of the Circular, 
^fnr+K plaCed an Order for a neW
ship for their West Indian Service.
ton^X^T^^ that tbe new vesseI> which will have a 
an^Son^V^^^ WkU be built by A1exander Stephen 
and Sons Ltd., at Linthouse, Glasgow



January, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR vii.

5
Sun Ship Services

C A N A D A—U NITED KINGDOM/CONTINENT
from

MONTREAL, QUEBEC CITY and HALIFAX 

to

BRISTOL CHANNEL PORTS, GLASGOW, GRANGEMOUTH, LEITH, LIVERPOOL, 
LONDON, MANCHESTER, MIDDLESBROUGH, ANTWERP and ROTTERDAM 

UNITED KINGDOM/CONTINENT

TRINIDAD, BARBADOS, DEMERARA
Calling at Caripito if sufficient inducement

ANTIGUA, DOMINICA, GRENADA, MONTSERRAT, NEVIS, ST. KITTS, ST. LUCIA, 
ST. VINCENT, TOBAGO, by transhipment at Trinidad on through Bs/Lading

UNITED KINGDOM
to HAITI and if inducement DOMINICAN REPUBLIC and CUBA

(South side only)
For further particulars apply to: General U.K. Agents for Liner Service

JOSEPH CONSTANTINE & SONS (LONDON) LTD., 155 FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C.3

SflGUENRV TERMINALS

THE TRINIDAD LAKE ASPHALT CO. LTD., 22 Abercromby st., port-of-spain, Trinidad, b.w.i.

When writing to advertisers, please mention The West India Committee Circular.
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Colonial Research in 1952-53
-------------4-------------

Expanding Activities and Steady Progress

THE keystone of research work is continuity, and a 
disturbing feature of the report of the Colonial 
Research Council for 1951-52*  was the concern 

expressed at the increasing difficulties arising from 
uncertainty regarding the provision of further Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds after the present Acts 
expire in March, 1956.

In their report for 1952-53J the Council state that 
they “ were glad to note from the Minister of State’s 
announcement in Parliament on July 17th, 1952, that 
Her Majesty’s Government recognize that the need 
which gave rise to the present Colonial Development 
and Welfare arrangements will well exist after 1956, 
and that they will, in good time, consider in the light of 
past experience how the continuing need can best be 
met; and that in the House of Lords on November 18th, 
1952, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies gave an assurance that the need to provide 
continuity of funds for research will not be overlooked.”

These assurances have already been reported in the 
Circular, f and will have been welcomed by all con­
cerned with colonial research as giving greater freedom 
in planning, and a better chance of recruiting competent 
research workers.

The greater confidence engendered by such assurances 
is reflected in an increase in the number of research 
schemes initiated during 1952-53. Fifty-six new schemes 
and 54 supplementary schemes were made during 
the year, involving grants totalling ¿1,087,041, as 
compared with 36 new and 53 supplementary schemes in 
1951-52, for which grants were allocated amounting to 
¿868,851. The grants made in 1952-53 bring the total 
sum allotted to Colonial Development and Welfare 
research schemes, since 1940, to ¿12,218,821. Grants 
in 1952-53 for research projects in the British Caribbean 
totalled ¿111,290. Particulars of these projects, and of 
the sum allotted to each, have already been reported 
in the Circular. §

Of the gross allocation of ¿12,218,821, about 32.8 per 
cent is earmarked for research on agriculture, animal 
health and forestry, 14.2 per cent for medical research, 
12.9 per cent for fisheries research, 10.6 per cent for 
tsetse fly and trypanosomiasis research, 9 per cent for 
social science and economic research, 7.5 per cent for 
insecticides research, 5.1 per cent for research sponsored 
by the Colonial Products Research Council, 3.4 per cent 
for anti-locust research, and 4.5 per cent for miscellaneous 
schemes including building and road research. Appor­

*See Circular, November, 1952, page 253.
^Colonial Research, 1952-53. Reports of the Colonial Research 

Council, Colonial Products Research Council, Colonial Social 
Science Research Council, Colonial Medical Research Committee, 
Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health and Forestry 
Research, Colonial Insecticides Committee, Colonial Economic 
Research Committee, Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research 
Committee, Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee, Director, 
Anti-Locust Research Centre. Cmd. 8971, H.M.S.O., London, 
1953. Price 7s. 6d. net.

^December, 1952, page 276.
§ August, 1953, page 205.

tionment by territory is as follows: East African 
territories 39.0 per cent; West African territories 
18.4 per cent; Hong Kong and South-East Asian 
territories 10.2 per cent; West Indian Colonies, British 
Guiana and British Honduras 8.2 per cent; Central 
African territories (Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland) 
6.7 per cent; other territories and schemes of general 
interest 17.7 per cent.

Actual disbursements on Colonial Development and 
Welfare schemes during 1952-53 were ¿1,267,423.

In October, 1952, a change was made in the duties 
and status of the Colonial Liaison Officer at the Depart­
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research’s Building 
Research Station. His responsibilities were extended 
to cover advice on housing generally, as well as building 
research matters, and he was also appointed Housing 
Adviser to the Colonial Office. An innovation was the 
holding, at the Building Research Station, of a short 
course, which was organized by the Colonial Liaison 
Officer and attended by 21 architects and civil engineers 
nominated by colonial governments.

Other matters not covered by the reports of the 
specialist advisory bodies include geodetic, topographic 
and geological surveys, meteorology and oceanography, 
and industrial engineering and road research. The notes 
on these subjects indicate activity in many directions of 
general interest, without specific reference to projects 
under way in the Caribbean. A brief reference to the 
fact that information about the movement of moisture 
in soils under airfields, in a number of the colonies, is 
being collected and analysed is an example of the sort 
of unspectacular investigation going on, the results of 
which may be of great importance.

The new arrangement, foreshadowed in the 1951-52 
report, for bringing the work of the Colonial Products 
Research Council and the Colonial Products Advisory 
Bureau under a common directorship, did not become 
effective until January 1st, 1953, and the report of the 
director of the Bureau for 1952-53 is again included 
as an appendix to the general report of the Colonial 
Research Council. Since January 1st, 1953, Dr. R. A. 
E. Galley has occupied the post of director, and Dr. 
J. R. Furlong that of deputy director.

Colonial Products Research Council
Among the changes in the composition of the Council 

recorded in this report is the retirement of Sir John 
Simonsen from the post of Director of Research, and 
the appointment, on January 1st, 1953, of Dr. R. A. E. 
Galley. An appreciation of the work of Sir John 
Simonsen appeared in the Circular at the time of the 
announcement of his impending resignation. ||

At the Sugar Technological Laboratory in Trinidad 
the experimental sugar factory was operated for 10 
weeks and 87 tons of yellow crystal sugar and 4,915 
gallons of molasses were produced and sold during the 
experimental run. During this period of operation the

||August, 1952, page 182.
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amounts of scale formed in various vessels were measured 
with and without the operation of superstats, and the 
general conclusion drawn from the results was that 
superstats effected no significant difference in scale 
formation. The use of a Niagara filter gave a juice 
with higher clarity, but the cost of materials consumed 
in its operation precluded its economic installation.

Variety of cane proved to be an important factor 
in yields of sugar cane wax, which were found to range 
between 16.1 and 87.4 lb. of hard wax per acre. It was 
shown that with thorough burning at harvest time 
there was a loss of wax amounting to about 20 per cent. 
Samples of dried filter muds collected from different 
West Indian factories gave yields of crude wax in pilot­
plant operation varying between 8.3 and 16.8 lb. per 
100 lb. of mud. Various solvents were tried for extract­
ing the wax; under certain conditions, the fusel oil 
technique gave promising results.

The work on the isolation of aconitic acid from molasses 
continued and disclosed that all the samples, collected 
from many factories, contained less than the 2 per cent 
of aconitic acid deemed necessary for commercial 
exploitation. However, molasses from two factories, 
one in Trinidad and one in Jamaica, contained more than 
1.5 per cent, and work will continue with molasses from 
those two factories. Progress was made with the 
investigations on the constitution of cane juice, and 
some interrelationship between the sucrose and amino­
acid content was traced, and may foreshadow results 
of importance to the industry. An interesting observa­
tion was the discovery that leaf juice shows a surprisingly 
similar amino-acid pattern to cane juice.

Conditions for optimum lactic acid production from 
molasses were established, and a yield obtained of 36.6 
per cent of the weight of molasses used. This investi­
gation reached the stage for work on a pilot-plant 
scale, and a 30-gallon stainless steel autoclave for this 
larger scale study was ordered. By adopting methods 
similar to those used in penicillin production, a 10 per 
cent yield of itaconic acid was obtained in seven days. 
If this could be improved to 20 per cent commercial 
production would be feasible. Since itaconic acid can 
be used to yield polymerizable materials similar to 
the methacrylate or Perspex type plastic, and since 
methyl methacrylate sells at about 6s. per lb., sugar 
is regarded as a promising raw material for itaconic 
acid manufacture. Apart from the acid, the mycelium 
(for the method of production is a fermentation process 
carried out by use of the fungus Aspergillus terreus) 
would be a by-product, the utilization of which in 
tomato cultivation is deemed to hold promise of develop­
ment. r

investigation of the constituents of bagasse continued 
Y ields of glycols were so small as to prompt the observa­
tion this procedure for making glycol mixtures would 
not seem to be commercially worth while ”
^AVh,e Colonial Microbiological Research Institute 
the final stages of the work on the microbiology of 
fermenting cocoa beans were completed, giving “ a 
comprehensive picture ... of the functions of the 
mrcroflora m the fermentation of cocoa beans as practised 
m Trinidad. The investigation was being extended 
to cover the practices employed in other cocof producing 
counines. The attempts to isolate from the cocoa bean 
the leucocyanidin which appeared to play an 

important part in the development of chocolate flavours 
met with some success, and the ground was cleared for 
structural investigation of the compound.

During the year a comprehensive report on the work 
done on comirin was submitted to the Director of 
Colonia] Products Research, and to tl nal Res. 
Development Corporation who have protected the pro­
duction and use of comirin by patents in various 
countries. The clinical trials of this antibiotic, to which 
reference was made in the previous report, were com­
pleted, and gave evidence of its value in the treatment of 
otomycosis (“ tropical ear ”) and skin affections caused 
by Tinea, though there were failures in certain cases, 
the causes of which were being investigated. The 
resistance of a large number of fungi and yeasts to 
comirin was evaluated during the year, and it was found 
that all those, affecting human skin, which were isolated 
from human lesions, proved highly sensitive, growth 
in most cases being arrested in comirin solutions as low 
as 1 in 3,000,000. In addition to the work on comirin 
the staff searched for other antibiotics, and one fungus 
was obtained which produced an antibiotic which 
was not only fungistatic but had a bacteriostatic action 
on Gram-positive bacteria. The organism causing 
Panama disease of the banana proved to be highly 
resistant to comirin.

There were a few additions to the Hankey culture 
collection, which at the end of the year comprised 547 
strains. Work progressed on a survey of the distri­
bution of Fungi Imperfecti in Trinidad soils.

A varied selection of ad hoc inquiries from government 
and commercial organizations ranged from the bacterio­
logical examination of tinned milk and the supply of 
pure cultures of lactic acid-producing bacteria for 
margarine production to the fermentability of various 
seaweeds by yeasts, and the provision of mycorrhiza­
producing fungi for Pinus carribea, which the Trinidad 
Forest Department proposed to introduce into the 
colony.

Colonial Social Science Research Council
The appointment of Mr. C. G. Eastwood, of the 

Colonial Office, as Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
resulted in his resignation from the Council, and Mr. 
W. B. L. Monson of the Colonial Office took his place.

The financial position at the end of the year enabled 
the Council to consider a few new schemes, and it was 
decided to set aside £10,000 to finance Junior Fellowships, 
attached to Colonial Universities and Colonial University 
Colleges during the period 1953-56. Difficulties in 
recruiting suitable senior staff persisted throughout the 
shown h nowledgement is made in the report to interest 
Trust th nt Company, the Leverhulme
Fonndaf 6 +1^0^ . F°nndation, the Wenner-Gren 
New Vn T’ Science Research Council of
S and Carnegie Corporation of New York, 

field studies’ Sand financing research and 
+n Am • ’ Fulbright awards made during the year
tenlblZ^t^ included awards made to a historian 

College of the Indies, 
I R ' rT h Brown' a member of the Council, and Dr. 
Research C™ meml?er of the Colonial Economic 
ofTo^ V1Sited the West Indies Institute
ot Social and Economic Research to report on probable
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requirements of Colonial Development and Welfare 
assistance after March 31st, 1956.

The first draft volume of Miss Edith Clarke’s report 
on a social survey of Jamaica was placed in the hands 
of the London School of Economics Supervisory Com­
mittee. The preparation of this had been delayed by 
Miss Clarke’s work for the government of Jamaica on 
hurricane relief.* Dr. Madeline Kerr’s work on 
personality conflicts in Jamaica was published during the 
year. Miss Audrey Butt completed her field work 
amongst the Arecuna and Akowoio peoples of British 
Guiana, and Mr. R. T. Smith was just about to finish 
his field work among the negro coastal communities of 
that territory. The West Indian volume of the Demo­
graphic Survey of the British Colonial Empire was still in 
the press at the end of the period.

The annual report of the Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, University College of the West 
Indies, for the same period, is included as an appendix. 
It is noted that experience gained in the last three years 
has led to a reassessment of the Institute’s future 
programme, and that a statement has been prepared 
which sets out the general lines of future research and 
draws attention to particular areas in which present 
knowledge of the social and economic situation of the 
West Indies is deficient.

Colonial Medical Research Committee
In this section of the compilation are included, in 

addition to the reports from the research units under 
the scientific supervision of the Committee, summaries 
of medical investigations made by research units or 
organizations wholly supported by the local governments 
of colonial and mandated territories, and summaries 
contributed by investigators deputed to work in those 
territories by research organizations based in the 
United Kingdom or the United States of America, and 
wholly or partly financed by them. Kindred contri­
butions have been put together to give continuity of 
context, and the section thus becomes a comprehensive 
and imposing survey of medical research in progress 
throughout the Colonial Empire.

All the principal research projects in progress under 
the aegis of the Committee during the previous year were 
continued. One, for the study of malaria in North 
Borneo and Sarawak, was concluded. Another, for the 
study of leprosy in Malaya, was in abeyance, owing to 
the retirement of the officer in charge. An approach 
to the Colonial Office by the International Health 
Division of the Rockefeller Foundation resulted in the 
initiation by the foundation in Trinidad, with the 
co-operation of the government of that territory, of a 
research project for the study of viruses in the Caribbean 
region. Two of the foundation’s medical officers took 
local charge of the project; British personnel to be 
added as suitable scientists became available. The 
facilities of the overseas research units were much used 
by specialist workers from the United Kingdom for the 
short-term study of specific problems—a valuable 
development which the Colonial Medical Research 
Committee seeks increasingly to foster.

Mr. Senior White continued his entomological 
observations in relation to malaria control projects

♦Circular, November, 1952, page 254. 

which are in hand in Trinidad, and also his studies on 
the bionomics of the local mosquitoes, particularly 
Anopheles aquasalis. The malaria control measures 
undertaken in the area north of the Laventille mangroves, 
comprising the filling, draining and oiling of breeding 
places in the open grass stretch, were found to have 
had little effect on the prevalence of the mosquito, 
and that of the females in fact increased. This pro­
duction is regarded as having emanated from the 
actual mangrove, into which breeding may have been 
driven by the sanitation measures applied in the grass 
zone, or by indiscriminate felling of mangrove which 
provided increased breeding facilities. At Tilapia 
fishponds created by the Agricultural Department in 
1952 there was an initial outburst of A. aquasalis, but 
after the fish population was established the prevalence 
of the mosquito in the fishponds fell almost to nil. A 
year’s study was made of the comparative breeding in 
permanent and temporary pools in relation to the finding 
reported by Muirhead-Thomson that production is 
50 per cent higher in temporary pools. The results 
did not confirm his finding, and further study of the 
problem will relate to the chemical characters of the 
waters, with the assistance of a chemist.

The results of studies on the effect of residual insecticide 
spraying of mud huts were interesting. DDT was found 
to be effective up to five months and Gammexane 
only to less than two months. While fresh, Gammexane 
showed a repellent effect not produced by DDT, but 
immediate deaths were higher with the latter, with the 
result that the percentage of mosquitoes reaching the 
exit traps was much the same with the two treatments.

Studies of blood meals of A. aquasalis in St. Lucia 
gave an animal index, for outdoor resters, of 80 and 
85 per cent, a value hardly surpassed by any other 
anopheline. In the previous report Mr. Senior White 
had observed that A. aquasalis of the Windward Islands 
is of a different biological strain from that of Trinidad.

In the Faculty of Medicine of the University College 
of the West Indies, much attention was given to the 
study of “ vomiting sickness ” in Jamaica. The 
association of certain cases of vomiting with consumption 
of the “ ackee ” (Blighia sapida) came under review, and 
the government of Jamaica allocated £10,000 for study 
of the problem. The Faculty of Chemistry succeeded 
in isolating and purifying toxic material from the 
“ ackee,” and the Faculty of Pathology and the Govern­
ment Analyst collaborated in examination of excreta 
and other relevant material from the patient. The 
nutritional and social backgrounds were also being 
assessed. Other investigations by the University 
College staff included the effects of dietary supplements 
in the blood-chemistry of 400 children, the significance 
of vitamin B.12 in their diet, and the causation of fatty 
changes of the liver. A full-time research worker 
with part-time assistance studied the epidemiology, 
therapy and experimental pathology of yaws.

Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal 
Health and Forestry Research

Visits to colonial territories by members of this 
Committee continued to play an important part in 
its affairs, though the only member to visit the West 
Indies during the year was Mr. F. S. Collier, Adviser 
to the Secretary of State on Forestry. Technical
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assistance continued to be given to colonial governments 
by the Mutual Security Agency, but on a somewhat 
limited scale owing to difficulty in finding suitably 
qualified American scientists to undertake a number of 
projects recommended by the United States missions 
which visited colonial territories.

Much assistance from agricultural research institutions, 
both in the United Kingdom and throughout the 
Commonwealth, is again acknowledged. The identifica­
tion service of the Commonwealth Institute of Entomo­
logy was used by 16 colonial territories, from which 
21,955 insect specimens, about 35 per cent of the total 
from all sources, were received, belonging to 3,700 
different species. New records of plant diseases 
identified at the Commonwealth Mycological Institute 
included the occurrence of red rot of sugar cane (Physa- 
lospora tucumanensis) in Nigeria. Assistance from the 
Commonwealth Institute of Biological Control included 
a survey of the parasite fauna of Trinidad begun by the 
director, a visit to Trinidad by Dr. D. C. Lloyd to discuss 
mealybug parasite rearing work, and the preparation 
by Dr. F. J. Simmonds of a memorandum on the 
possibilities of the biological control of cotton pests 
in the West Indies on behalf of the British West Indies 
Sea Island Cotton Association.

The results of work in progress are as usual recorded 
under four heads : regional research ; research projects 
undertaken with assistance from Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds ; research undertaken by colonial 
agricultural, forestry and veterinary departments ; and 
reports of the standing sub-committees on cocoa, soils 
and stored products research.

In the West Indian region further progress was made 
at the Central Sugar Cane Breeding Station in Barbados 
with the pure-line breeding programme, and there were 
indications that juice quality is generally well main­
tained on selfing and sib-crossing. The working out 
of a satisfactory cytological technique enabled the 
determination of the chromosome numbers of the major 
B arb a dos varieties of cane in commercial cultivation 
m the Caribbean area, and disclosed the interesting point 
that the cane B.37172, formerly thought to be from a 
cross, is in fact a self of P.O.J. 2878. At the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture investigation of the 
nature and causes of the deterioration of cocoa soils 
continued, and strengthened the opinion that the causes 
have been erosion, wastage by oxidation of organic 
matter and nutrient exhaustion. Fertilizer trials were 
initiated on the mam soil types of Trinidad, Tobago 
and Grenada. Marginal leaf-scorch of cocoa, thought 
at one time to be mainly due to soil potash shortage 
was further investigated, and it was found that excessive 
concentration of salts in the leaves, owing to excessive 
on the activitiAc rvf v^ork was doneon the activities of cocoa bean and leaf enzymes in 
reTOrtnto°thraCe elemen*s- and reference is made in the 
^P0 1*? th x cocoa collecting expedition to Colombia 

to which reference has already been made in tho 
Hybrids °f Gros M^1 baZal by new 

synthesized male parents were raised at the Banana

September, 1952, page 204, and March, 1953,
page 76.

College in Trinidad. Shipping, ripening and tasting 
tests were carried on steadily with the general conclusion 
that virtually all the new seedling varieties being tested 
could be satisfactorily carried and ripened. Doubts 
arose as to the suitability of the seedling variety “ 1877,” 
referred to as promising in the previous report, for 
general cultivation, as it proved rather susceptible to leaf 
spot at certain seasons and localities in Jamaica.! Work 
on fruit development met severe technical difficulties, 
but an interesting discovery was the presence in develop­
ing fruits of a very active growth substance regarded as 
probably the same as that found in coconut milk. Its 
discovery in bananas may prove to be of considerable 
significance for the whole study of fruit development. 
Soil surveys were undertaken in Jamaica, British 
Honduras and St. Vincent. Studies on soil genesis and 
soil structure continued, and an attempt was begun to 
interpret the peculiar carbon-nitrogen relations of certain 
Caribbean soils.

Among projects undertaken with assistance from 
Colonial Development and Welfare research funds 
was an ecological land-use survey of British Honduras. 
By the end of the year the preliminary ground survey 
of the Northern, Corozal, District had been virtually 
completed, and it was hoped to complete the whole 
survey in two years. Small scale scatter plot trials, to 
follow and confirm the findings of the survey, were being 
established. Mr. C. R. Wallac e, of the Pool mo- 
logists of the Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, 
was seconded to British Guiana in July, 1952, and for the 
rest of the period studied the padi bug (Solubea poecila) 
of rice in that territory. Eight research studentships 
covering periods of one or two years’ study of various 
subjects were awarded in October, 1952.

Research was undertaken by the agricultural, forestry, 
or veterinary departments of most British West Indian 
territories.

In Barbados an experiment was begun on the control 
of sugar cane root pests by the application of 13.5 lb. 
of BHC gamma isomer (gammexane), diluted to 1 ton 
per acre with milled coral limestone. Field tests showed 
that this application was not detrimental to cane growth 
m the coralline soils of Barbados, though it was detri­
mental to the growth of certain food crops. As a result 
oi these trials a large-scale test, on plots exceeding 
40 acres, was established.

In British Guiana 45 varietal trials of sugar canes were 
^7^- an? ?° Planted- Leaf scald disease became 
an additional factor to assess in these trials. The 
J?™? Guia?a^seedlings produced prior to 1944 reached 
the stage of having been fully tested; seedlings of 
D^7/aTeS cont.muedj under test. Varieties D.62 43 and 
Sak buIeD62M3 tO eXtent °n a commercial 

W43 Proved susceptible to leaf scald, 
all imn + 7^ against this disease, which included 
D m™ ;ed. Barbados varieties and locally bred 
growing were planted throughout the cane-
transmfssior^ k forms of natural infection and 
L an eS bTg Studied ; rats had P™ved t0 

which causes vector- Studies of the bacterium
were akn dJS7Se Were concluded. Investigations 
growth And 17 7+7^° tbe e^ect on germination, 
?___ d of the virus disease chlorotic streak.

fSee Circular, November, 1952, page 255?
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In 1952 an expedition to the Agarai Mountains in the 
extreme south of the colony collected more than 600 
botanical specimens, of which some were believed to 
represent new species.

The work carried on at the Banana Breeding Station in 
Jamaica has already been referred to in the section 
dealing with regional research. Many surveys of 
agricultural industry and production were undertaken 
in the colony including assistance in an investigation 
into the cattle industry and surveys of the cost of 
production of beef, milk production and an evaluation 
of a farm improvement scheme operated by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. The cross-bred Jersey-Sahiwal 
dairy cattle continued to develop along the lines planned 
and during the year the “ Jamaica Hope ” breed was 
declared. Herd books for “ Jamaica Brahmans ” 
(native Zebu cattle) and “ Jamaica Reds ” have also 
been established. Veterinary research into mineral 
deficiency conditions progressed and the condition 
known as Manchester Wasting Disease was reproduced 
artificially in laboratory animals. Field trial of new 
products for anaplasmosis showed promising results.

At the Central Experiment Station in Trinidad trials 
confirmed that no economic response to fertilizer can 
be expected with rice where average yields are in the 
region of 2,500 lb. per acre and over. Investigations 
showed that red ring disease (Aphelenchoides cocophilus) 
of coconut is spread by the coconut weevil {Rhyncho- 
phorus palmarum) and that spread of the disease via the 
soil does not normally take place. Control can be 
effected by cutting up the trunks and petioles of diseased 
palms and ensuring their complete destruction by fire. J 
Grafting and budding experiments with limes indicated 
that the seedling lime disease was not due to a virus. 
A species of Fusarium was isolated from diseased tissue, 
but inoculation experiments with the fungus gave 
negative results. The cause of the disease remained 
obscure. Other problems under investigation included 
weed control, bat transmitted rabies, fowl diseases, 
the breeding of cattle adaptable to local conditions and 
fodder crops. The Forest Department made experi­
mental plantings of pine in different localities with 
varying results demanding further study ; also of cedar, 
cypre and mahogany on the Northern Range, with good 
results in the first year.

Brief surveys of matters brought to their notice 
during the year are submitted by the standing sub­
committees on cocoa, soils and stored products. The 
matters referred to by the cocoa sub-committee were 
reported at the Cocoa Conference. || The soils sub­
committee went into the difficulties caused by vacancies 
in the staff of the West Indian Soils Research Unit, and 
it was decided to establish a pool of soil surveyors, 
based on the Soil Survey of England and Wales at 
Rothamsted, whose members would be available on 
loan to colonial territories for short periods. The 
activities of the stored products research sub-committee 
were largely directed to problems affecting West Africa 
and Malaya. _______

{Measures to combat red ring disease along these lines on a 
colony-wide basis are receiving the attention of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Department of Agriculture, and reference to a notice 
recently issued by the Minister of Agriculture and Lands was 
made on page 339 of the December, 1953, issue of the Circular.

||See Circular, October, 1953, pages 261 to 264.

Colonial Insecticides, Fungicides and Herbicides 
Committee

The report of this Committee records the results of 
highly technical work on the use and behaviour of 
control substances carried out by the Colonial Insecticide 
Research Unit at Porton, at the Imperial College Field 
Station at Silwood Park, at Long Ashton Research 
Station, and at Rothamsted Experimental Station. 
Dr. H. G. H. Kearns, of Long Ashton, visited Jamaica 
to advise on control of Banana Leaf Spot. His recom­
mendations included a series of field trials of fungicide 
substitutes for Bordeaux mixture and the testing of 
improved equipment. Particulars are given of results 
obtained in British Guiana with insecticides against 
padi bug. These were difficult to assess owing to the 
manner of distribution of the insect in circumscribed 
patches, and while three dusts—BHC, derris and pyre- 
thrum-piperonyl butoxide—were found to be highly 
effective, it was not possible to make a reHable estimate 
of application rates per acre. A field technique for 
applying dust to large areas was evolved, but doubt is 
expressed as to whether the usual amount of padi bug 
damage is sufficient to warrant such measures.

Colonial Economic Research Committee
The difficulty of finding suitably qualified candidates 

to carry out research persisted, although the Com­
mittee was able to secure the co-operation of some 
senior research workers in carrying out important 
projects. Dr. J. R. Raeburn, a member of the Com­
mittee, visited the Institute of Social and Economic 
Research, University College of the West Indies, and 
discussed with the director future work in the field of 
farm economics. Among projects “ for which qualified 
research workers appear to be assured ” are a study of 
farm economics in Jamaica and a study of inter­
territorial trade in the British West Indies. A scheme 
was also made to promote the study at the University 
CoHege of the West Indies of the methodology of capital 
formation, with special reference to the course of 
capital investment in Jamaica : for this project a highly 
qualified scholar was offered appointment.

Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee
Projects under the aegis of this Committee appear to 

have been less hampered by recruiting difficulties than 
in some of the other cases. The number of fishery 
officers had become stabilized at about 54, of whom about 
40 were expatriate officers, and recruiting and training 
were largely concerned with replacements. There 
was a research staff of 22, with 11 vacancies still to be 
filled, but recruiting for this service was stated to be 
governed by the rate of progress in building laboratories 
and houses.

This section includes progress reports from the fisheries 
research stations, established in Africa, Malaya and 
Hong Kong. Delay in completion of the laboratories 
at the Marine Station at Singapore held up progress 
there, and Mr. D. N. F. Hall, one of the Scientific Officers 
for that station, visited Barbados to undertake research 
into the relationship between plankton distribution and 
the presence of flying fish.

As we go to press Sir Alfred Savage, Governor of 
British Guiana, has arrived in London.
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Obituary

Mr. F. A. Casson
In a recent issue we announced with great regret 

the death, at his house at Reigate, Surrey, of Mr. 
Frederick Augustine Casson, of St. Vincent.

We are now able to publish some details regarding 
the life of Mr. Casson—one of the best known figures 
in the commercial and public life of St. Vincent—which 
we received recently from a special correspondent.

Born in Georgetown, St. Vincent, in 1885, he was 
the eldest child of the late Mr. George Richard Corea 
and of Mrs. Amelia Corea, who survives him. He 
changed his name to Casson by Deed Poll in 1938.

Our correspondent writes : “ Mr. Casson completed 
his education in Jersey and at Clapham College, and 
qualified as an electrical engineer before returning to 
the island with his young bride in 1909 to rejoin his 
father in the management of Corea and Co., at Bay 
Street, Kingstown, and in the estates of Amos Vale, 
Sans Souci, Mount Greenan and Gorse. He took up 
residence at Amos Vale House, which remained his 
home throughout the rest of his life.

“ On his father’s retirement from business he became 
the sole proprietor of the family firm, which he added 
to and expanded in subsequent years, setting up a 
grocery, liquor and drapery business, and, in 1937, 
forming the Bay Street firm into a limited liability 
company, and the second business into an associated 
company.

“ He was greatly interested in his estates and in 
the problems of tropical agriculture. In 1930 he was 
the moving spirit in the formation of the St. Vincent 
Co-operative Arrowroot Association, which enabled the 
planters and peasant growers to weather the economic 
conditions of the 1930’s. In 1938 he launched the St. 
Vincent Export Molasses Co. Ltd., which might have 
stabilized the industry in the island but for the out­
break of the second world war.

“ His knowledge of local affairs and his genuine 
concern for the welfare of his fellow-islanders led to 
his service on the Executive Council from 1929 to 1938, 
and on the Legislative Council from 1931 to 1936, and 
on numerous boards and committees.

“ Among his other business enterprises was the St. 
Vincent Manufacturing Co. Ltd., formed in 1942 for the 
manufacture of cigarettes and soap. The Sans Souci 
and Mount Greenan estates were also formed into a 
limited liability company in 1939, under the name of 
Arrowroot Estates Ltd., which was one of the associated 
companies linked with Corea and Co. Ltd., for all of 
winch he was managing director until the time of his 
death. The schooners Lady Joan, Lady Angela, Sea 
Queenand the motor vessel Lady Patricia were also 
owned by him or his firm, and he was very proud of the 
latter the first motor vessel built for the island. His 
Arnos Vale soda water and ice factory supplied the island 
with ice until the Government installedPan ice manu­
factory.

eXCept f°r Peter's H°Pe Mount

“ He was a reserved and quiet man with a somewhat 
forbidding exterior, having no patience with incom­
petence or evasiveness. His kindness to numbers of 
obscure people and his genuine interest in furthering 
their welfare were aspects of his character which he 
concealed with characteristic modesty. When the Air 
Ministry was presented with a Spitfire fighter plane 
during the war few people knew that it was his gift 
to the cause of freedom.

“ He married Miss Nena Augusta Moller, who survives 
him, and had two sons and four daughters, all of whom 
are living. During recent years his younger son, Mr. 
Kenneth Alfred Harry Casson, has helped him in the 
family business and with the management of the 
estates.”

By the death of Mr. F. A. Casson the West India 
Committee has lost an old and valued member.

B.W.L Sugar Production

Below are given particulars of 1952 and the latest 
returns of 1953 production, and estimates of 1954 pro­
duction and local consumption in 1953 and 1954, for 
the sugar-producing territories which are members of 
the British West Indies Sugar Association.

Crop Results and Forecasts
(LONG TONS OF S U G A R )

Îesüt^^^ FanCy M°laSSeS at 330 wine ‘

Antigua 
Barbados* ... 
British Guiana 
J amaica 
St. Kitts 
St. Lucia ... 
Trinidad

Production
Local and 

Neighbouring 
Consumption

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871
50,613

9,203 
137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
234,763f 
330,237

51,579
10,392 

152,618

Estimate 
1954 

15,000 
180,000 
252,630 
347,275 

50,000 
7,650 

167,000

Estimate 
1953 
2,746 

13,489 
16,600 
60,920 
3,500 
1,668 

23,030

Estimate 
1954 
2.700

14,700 
16,600 
47,000
3,500 
1,650 

23,000

907,866 972,331 1,019,555 121,953 109,150

New Wharf for Georgetown

A statement issued to the British Guiana Daily 
Chronicle by Sprostons Ltd., and published on November 
18th announced that the company was building and 
would operate a new wharf off Water Street, at which 
they would be able to handle and service imports by 
Saguenay Terminals and Alcoa Steamship Company’s 
bicdincrs.
hA™ T u°C j?"11 have a frontage of 375 feet, and will 
CerXei tO ocean-going ship which calls at
«Si 7’; AJ'i80, bonded warehouse of 8,000 
aTXl/J* * +tO be T 1 m conjunction with the wharf, 

covering 15,000 square feet, 
and comnl f aluminium sheet construction

P1 fire ^aci^ties will be installed. Modem 
it isS^ Wlde ei\trance to the dock area will, 

stated, ahow easy and efficient loading for trucks 
o a degree hitherto unknown in Georgetown.

ClTCULAR.6 S<ind y°Ur friend 3 P°St free C0Py Of the
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Trinidad Fighter Squadron

Activities in 1953
The last report of the activities of No. 74 (Trinidad} 

Squadron, R.A.F., covering the year 1952, appeared in the 
Circular for February, 1953. We have received the 
following account of their activities in 1953 :— 
^N item of interest to readers is that the command 

of the squadron has changed hands. Lieut .-Colonel
Milholland, U.S.A.F., who has commanded the squadron 
for the past two years, departed for the United States 
on November 5th and his place has been taken by 
Squadron Leader W. J. Johnson, D.F.C.

Lieut .-Colonel Milholland came to us under the Air 
Exchange Programme in 1951. During his period of 
command the squadron won both the Dacre and Duncan 
Trophies, these achievements being largely due to his 
exceptional leadership and enthusiasm. We wish him 
and his wife the very best of luck for the future.

Our connexions with the United States continue as 
Captain Berge of the United States Marine Corps 
recently joined the squadron on his return from active 
service in Korea. Two other pilots who have seen 
active service in Korea joined us during the year, 
Flying Officer G. Boord, R.A.A.F., and Flight Lieut. 
B. Ball, R.A.F. Flying Officer Boord is attached to the 
R.A.F. under an exchange scheme between graduates 
of the R.A.A.F. College, Point Cook, and the R.A.F. 
College, CranweU. Flight Lieut. Ball served in Korea 
with a R.A.A.F. squadron.

Our relations with Trinidad were strengthened when 
Flight Lieut. I. Worby, the son of Commander Worby, 
M.B.E. joined the squadron. Commander Worby 

served in the Fleet Air Arm during the war, afterwards 
joining British Guiana Airlines and later the Demerara 
Bauxite Co.

The squadron has had a very full programme during 
the year and has taken part in several Fly Pasts. The 
first of these, celebrating the 30th birthday of the Royal 
Air Force, was flown over Manchester on April 1st. 
Next the squadron shared the honour, with fourteen 
other squadrons, of saluting the Queen in the Fly Past 
over Buckingham Palace on Her Coronation Day. 
Despite poor weather and bad conditions it went off 
very well. The third was on the occasion of Her 
Majesty’s review of the R.A.F. at Odiham, in Hampshire, 
when over six hundred aircraft took part, and the 
fourth and final one took place over London on the 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain.

Only one trip abroad was made by the squadron 
this year, a flight to Jever in Germany on a training 
visit. Normal training has continued throughout the 
year interspersed with exercises of varying scale and 
intensity. The main exercise, named “ Momentum,” 
took place in August and was designed to test the 
defences of the U.K. under wartime conditions. It was 
strenuous but greatly enjoyed by all personnel.

On June 5th Miss Peggy Dick, the carnival Queen of 
Trinidad, arrived in Norwich and, with her mother, was 
entertained to a luncheon at the Castle Hotel by the 
pilots. In the afternoon she was shown over the 
squadron aircraft and Press photographs were taken 
of her with the pilots and “ Rajah,” the tiger skin 
mascot. In the evening, at a cocktail party given by 
Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. Milholland, Miss Dick was 
presented with a squadron badge as a momento of her 
visit. The Coronation ball which followed in the 
Officers’ Mess completed for her a long and, it is hoped, 
enjoyable day.

Present weather conditions are making our task of 
retaining the Dacre Trophy extremely difficult, but the 
morale is high and everyone is doing his utmost.

We are all eagerly looking forward to our annual 
party when we of the Tigers raise our glasses to toast the 
people of Trinidad.

The Officers, N.C.O.s and Airmen take this oppor­
tunity of wishing the people of Trinidad a prosperous 
New Year, and of extending to them a cordial invitation 
to visit the Tigers in their lair whenever the opportunity 
presents itself.

Annual subscriptions to the West India Com­
mittee became due on January 1st. Will those 
members—other than those who pay automatically 
by banker’s order—who have not sent a remittance 
kindly do so at once thus relieving the hon. 
treasurers of the work and expense of sending out 
reminder notices. Payments can be made direct 
to 40, Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, or through 
any of the branches of Barclays Bank (D. C. & O.), 
The Royal Bank of Canada, The Canadian Bank 
of Commerce, and the Bank of Bermuda.

Any individual member of the West India 
Committee is eligible for Life Membership on 
compounding his, or her, annual subscription by 
a single payment of £18 18s.
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The Violins of Saint-Jacques

A New West Indian Novel
Tn April, 1951, Patrick Leigh Fermor’s The Traveller’s 

Tree was highly praised by this reviewer. This 
author has now composed a novel with a Caribbean 
setting.*

In this brilliant little tour-de-force he very convincingly 
contrives to transport us to an imaginary French island, 
Saint-Jacques des Alisées, as it was 50 years ago. He has 
evolved a plausible history from the days of discovery 
for his island, which in a cleverly constructed period 
map he places in the Lesser Antilles east of Marie 
Galante.

Count Raoul-Agénor-Marie-Gaëtan de Serindan de la 
Charce-Fontenay is the enlightened despot of a territory 
where even in 1903 the tricolour had not displaced the 
Royal lilies. He is consequently on bad terms with the 
nominal Governor, for whose unpleasant son his beautiful 
daughter, Josephine, has secretly fallen. As a token 
of burying the hatchet, however, he is persuaded to 
invite the Governor and his family to his great Mardi- 
Gras ball. All goes well on this magnificent occasion 
of a vanished age, despite various setbacks, such as 
the sudden production by the young son of the house of a 
pet fer-de-lance, a fracas which pledges the Governor’s 
son to a duel on the morrow, and the discovery that a 
number of inmates of a leper settlement have invaded 
the festivities in company with a party of masked 
carnival revellers. All goes well until Berthe, the 
lovely young governess from France, a cousin of the 
Count, discovers that Josephine has eloped with the 
Governor’s son. The Count is not told, and she goes 
after them herself.

At the height of the ball the Count’s fireworks are 
eclipsed and violins and dancers silenced forever by the 
eruption of the island’s volcano, Salpétrière, and a 
following tidal wave completely engulfs the entire 
island destroying every one of its inhabitants. Every 
one, that is, save the governess, whose pursuit of the 
erant couple had led her to a schooner from Cariacou 
which she imagined must have been their goal. In this 
she watches the ghastly cataclysm, and is later brought 
safely to neighbouring Dominica. As a stately old 
lady she is still alive after fifty years to tell the tale 
m her Aegean home.
c+ -7 ?°W it is,’ she said, as we stood up, 
stretching our limbs, that a whole island and the lives 
on it can vanish without a trace.’

Not quite without trace,’ I said.
“ ‘ How do you mean ? ’ Berthe asked.
f ‘ LaSt When Ï was in Dominica and Guadeloupe 

fishermen told me that anyone, crossing the eastern 
channel between the islands in carnival time can hear 
the sound of violins coming up through the water 
As though a ball were m full swing at the bottom of thÀ 

glgg« »re rjSTb'S“

PatrickVerschoyle, 1953. ¿K. xLSi Murray and Derek
or 9s. lOd. post free fU «’¿t ^dUConrm^ 

ago given by a Count in honour of his beautiful 
daughter.’ ”

It only remains to add that with its paucity of plot the 
power of this story lies largely in the fine descriptive 
force of its author and the skill with which he builds up 
his grand climax. He delights in exotic foods, flowers 
and furnishings, and his account of the fiery destruction 
must be read to be believed.

No doubt the author based his remarkable fantasy on 
the appalling eruption of Mont Pelée, which overwhelmed 
St. Pierre, Martinique, in 1902.

G. N. K.

The M.C.C. Tour

The personnel of the M.C.C. team which is at present 
touring the British West Indies, and the programme 

of matches they will play during the tour, have already 
been referred to in an article by Sir Pelham Warner 
on page 225 of the September issue of the Circular.

On December 14th, the team, with their manager, 
Mr. C. H. Palmer, left London airport for Bermuda, 
where they played three matches before continuing 
their journey by air to Jamaica on December 26th. 
This was the first occasion on which an M.C.C. team had 
flown to the West Indies.

They began their tour in the West Indies with a 
two-day match against the Combined Parishes of 
Jamaica on December 30th, which was stopped by the 
weather and left unfinished.

The first representative match of the tour was against 
Jamaica, beginning on January 2nd and lasting four 
days. The match resulted in a win for the M.C.C. 
by an innings and 21 runs, the scores being as follows :—

First Innings 
A. Rae, run out ...
M. Frederick, c Evans, b Bailev ’ 
J. K. Holt, c Watson, b Lock 
K. Rickards, lbw, b Bailey 
N. Bonito, c Laker, b Statham' 
A. P. Binns, c Hutton, b Trueman 
R. Scarlett, lbw, b Bailey 
R. Miller, lbw, b Trueman 
S. Goodridge, b Statham 
A. Valentine, b Lock
E. Kentish, not out

Extras (b 4, lb 7, wf, nb ij’

Total

JAMAICA

. 266__BAWLING—First Innings . x rueman 
?’ Lock, 28—11—59—2; Bailey, 14- 
becond Innings: Statham, 20.5—8_

O-bi^O5—5 ’ LOCk’ 14~5—30—0 ;

4
60
39
75
32
17
3

12
2
5
4

13

Second Innings 
b Trueman 
lbw, b Statham 
lbw, b Trueman 
c Hutton, b Laker ... 
b Statham 
b Trueman ... "'
lbw, b Trueman 
c Bailey, b Statham , \ 
c Statham, b Trueman 
b Statham 
not out

Extras (b 4, lb 5)'

Total

15 
10
6 

35 
20
43

0
19
3
0

10
9

170

4 ; Bailey, 6—3—6—0 ; Trueman, 
Laker, 10—2—33—1 ; Graveney, 2—

M.C.C.
„ First Innings 

Watson, c Goodridge, b Miller 
"uU°n» c Holt, b Scarlett 
R. B. H. May, c Binns, b Scarlett" 
Compton (D.), c Scarlett, b Kentish 
Graveney (T.), b Kentish . 
Evans, st Holt, b Scarlett . ' 

G°odridge> b Scarlett
i. n. Bailey, not out
Lock, not out . .................

Extras (b 3, lb 9j nb 2)'

. 161 

. 41
9 

. 56 

. 82
0 

. 33 

. 21 

. 40 

. 14

. 457
Total (for 7 wkts. dec.) ...noun txtz- ----  ------- ' ' wk is. aec.) ...

ronXr W c" r“ c™keters, F. M. Worrell, the all- 
rounder and S. Ramadhm, the spin-bowler left bv air 
from Calcutta on December 29th, for the West Indies 

‘wteSt “s S
touri^th^
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Notes of West Indian Interest
♦

D0NT kruk down bridge you jus’ cross.”

* * *
Major C. J. Bettencourt-Gomes was among those 

who were recently awarded the British Guiana Efficiency 
Medal by the Governor. He also holds the British 
Empire Medal. * * *

Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. announce that Mr. 
E. G. C. Mardall, hitherto assistant managing director, 
has been appointed joint managing director with Mr. 
A. J. Ruthven Murray, the present managing director.* * *

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., announce that Mr. 
Campbell L. Nelson has been appointed a Director of 
the Company. Mr. Nelson is also a member of the 
Board of Directors of Ultramar & Co., Ltd., and the 
British Borneo Petroleum Syndicate, Ltd.* * *

The next meeting of the Caribbean Lodge will be held 
at Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London, 
W.C.2, at 4.15 p.m., on Tuesday, 2nd February. West 
Indian brethren in London should communicate with the 
Secretary, W.Bro. G. J. Dent, 28, Meadfoot Road, S.W.16.

* * *
Mr. Philip George Mylne Mitchell, who, we 

greatly regret to learn, died at Esher, Surrey, on January 
4th, will be remembered by many old friends in the 
West Indies and elsewhere as a former chairman and 
general manager of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. 
and deputy chairman and managing director of Royal 
Mail Lines Ltd. Mr. Mitchell was aged 78.* * *

Mr. J. R. C. Hale, a director of D. Q. Henriques 
& Co. Ltd., of Lloyds Avenue, London, E.C.3, leaves 
London on January 19th for a West Indian tour. 
After spending about a fortnight in Barbados he will 
visit Trinidad, Grenada, St. Lucia, Antigua, British 
Honduras and Jamaica, leaving the latter colony for 
home on April 14th.

* * *
Mr. G. H. Lepper, editor of the Commonwealth 

Producer, the Journal of the British Commonwealth 
Producers’ Organisation, left London by air on January 
13th for British Guiana, where he was due on January 
15th. After a week in British Guiana Mr. Lepper will 
visit Trinidad until the end of the month, when he 
leaves for Jamaica. During his visit Mr. Lepper hopes 
to call on members of the organisation and to see some­
thing of the industries with which they are concerned in 
British Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica.* * *

C. Czarnikow Ltd. announce that Mr. F. G. Browning 
and Mr. W. V. A. Beckett were appointed directors 
of the company as from December 17th. Mr. Browning 
joined the company in 1928, was given the general 
procuration in 1948 and became secretary on January 
1st, 1952, which position he will continue to hold. 
During the war years Mr. Browning served with the 
Ministry of Food, joining the Sugar Division in 1939

and becoming Deputy Assistant Director of the Division 
before he left the Ministry in 1946.

* * *
Mr. Beckett joined the Company in 1924, was 

granted the general procuration in 1951, and has been 
actively associated for many years with the marketing 
departments of the firm’s business. From 1941 to 1945 
he was with the Ministry of Food as Assistant Director 
of the Starch Division, and from 1945 to 1947 he was 
stationed in Washington as the United Kingdom repre­
sentative of the Sugar Committee of the Combined Food 
Board.

* * *

Jamaica has secured much valuable publicity in the 
United Kingdom as a result of Associated British Pathe’s 
colour film of the Royal visit to the colony in November. 
Entitled The Royal Tour—The West Indies, the film, 
which is produced in “ Eastman-Color,” runs for 30 
minutes, and has been acclaimed by the critics and the 
Press as presenting an instructive and moving pictorial 
account of Her Majesty’s visit to Jamaica and Panama. 
It was shown privately in London on December 21st 
and generally released to cinemas on January 4th.

* * *

It was with great regret that we learned of the sudden 
death, on December 8th, of Mr. Richard O’Brien 
McNabb, a partner in the firm of McNabb Rougier & 
Co., ship-brokers and West India merchants of Cree- 
church Lane, London, E.C.3. He was born in 1908 and 
joined the family firm on leaving school. He became 
a member of the Baltic Exchange in 1933 and a little 
later was made a partner in his firm. During the war 
Mr. McNabb was in the Special Service branch of the 
Army and rendered exceptional service behind the enemy 
lines in the occupied territories in the Near East and 
Greece, for which he was made an O.B.E. (Military). 
After the war he returned to his normal business 
activities. He leaves a widow, a son and a daughter.

* * *

We also learn with great regret of the sudden death, 
at Sydenham, on January 3rd, of Mrs. Elizabeth Hay 
Greenaway, mother of Mr. Ian Greenaway, a member 
of the executive of the West India Committee. Mrs. 
Greenaway was the widow of Mr. F. A. Greenaway who 
was a member of the executive from 1936 until his 
death in July, 1949.

Rum for West Indian Squadrons

Accounts of the activities of the Jamaica and Trinidad 
squadrons of the Royal Air Force, kindly contributed 
by the respective Commanding Officers, have appeared 
in this and the previous issues of the Circular.

Readers will be glad to learn that both squadrons 
were reminded that they were also in the thoughts of 
their West Indian friends by a gift of rum for Christmas. 
Caroni Ltd. sent a case to the “ Tigers,” and Gillespie 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., sent a case to the Jamaica squadron.
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Mr. George Dent’s Jubilee
Fifty Years with West India Committee

a century ago, on January 1st, 1904, a lad of 14 
was given the job of office boy to the West India 

Committee. The staff at that time consisted of Mr. 
Algernon Edward Aspinall as secretary, with Mr. G. P. 
Osmond as clerk, and they occupied two rooms at 15, 
Seething Lane, E.C.3.

The boy’s name was George James Dent, and the 
appointment marked the beginning of a period of 
service with the Committee which has continued without 
interruption, save for a period of service with the Army 
during the 1914-18 war, until the present day.

The Circular extends to Mr. George Dent all felicita­
tions and heartiest good wishes on the occasion of this 
memorable Jubilee. In these good wishes all past and

present members of the West India Committee and the 
West Indian Club, and many others, will join. West 
Indians coming to this country for the first time have 
for many years met Mr. Dent as a friend of father • 
now they frequently meet him as a friend of both 
father and grandfather.

There have been many changes, and many important 
events, while Mr. Dent has been with the West India 
Committee. In the early days at Seething Lane there 
used to be lectures and afternoon tea parties, which 
functions proved so popular that they outgrew the 
premises and came to be held in the Commercial Sale

Lane’ In August, 1904, King
Edward VII granted to the committee its Royal Charter 

and there was a banquet at the
Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Metropole, the following year to 
celebrate the event, at which Sir Nevile Lubbock thin 
chairman of the committee, was presented with his 
andolT4 byASir Hubert von H^komer 
and a gift of silver plate. Another of Mr Dent’s vivid 
memones of 1904 was the hurricane Jn TamX 
which occurred while a Parliamentary delegation wTs 

on a visit to the island, and in which Mr. Jesse Collins, 
the Tariff Reformer, and many other well-known 
people lost their lives.

The year 1905 was marked by the great Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition at the Crystal Palace, with the 
organization of which the committee was actively 
associated. Mr. Dent still retains his youthful im­
pressions of the two West Indian Commissioners, Mr. J. 
Hinchley Hart, the cocoa expert, who was Commissioner 
for Trinidad, and Mr. John Barclay, secretary7 of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society, who was Commissioner 
for Jamaica.

Another West Indian personality of that time who 
made a deep impression was Mr. Randolph Rust, the 
pioneer prospector for oil in Trinidad, whose researches 
were referred to in the October, 1953, issue of the 
Circular. Mr. Rust, a member of the West India 
Committee, was a frequent visitor in those day’s, and 
his personality and his samples of oil are still prominent 
among Mr. Dent’s memories.

The establishment of the banana trade between 
Jamaica and the United Kingdom was another landmark 
in development, marked by the opening of the Imperial 
Direct West India Mail Service in 1909, with which is 
associated memories of Sir Alfred Jones.

An addition to the activities of the committee took 
place around 1914, when another room was added to 
the two already in occupation in Seething Lane, and the 
formation of a library was commenced. In that year 
the committee co-operated in providing supplies of 
sugar and rum for the Shackleton expedition to the 
South Pole.

Then came the outbreak of the first World War, 
and with it the well-remembered British West Indian 
regiment. The 1st Battalion arrived in this country 
shortly before Mr. Dent received his own marching 
orders, and it fell to his lot to lead the Battalion, under 
the command of Major W. D. Neish, to take up their 
allotted position near Guildhall for the Lord Mayor’s 
procession of that year. Mr. Dent himself served with 
the Royal Corps of Signals and the Royal Engineers.

After demobilization Mr. Dent returned to the West 
India Committee and to Seething Lane, but in 1922 the 

moved to the Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
Building m Trinity Square, E.C.3. It was in this year 
w tMr,nDent ^g^ his !ong association with the 
West Indian Club,* and, in view of the series of cricket 
matches now m progress in the West Indies between an 

12 touring team and representative sides, readers 
may be reminded that Mr. Dent, under the direction 
°. v Algernon Aspinall, then honorary treasurer of the 
club was responsible for the financial affairs of the first 
West indies cricket team which toured England under 
the captaincy of Sir Harold Austin in 1923

Dunng his career Mr. Dent organized many successful 
behalf of the West India Committee, 

attended by many prominent people, and can claim to 
wL"1, every Governor of a British West 
Indian colony since 1904.
thf’cfrtd932 /6! haS.been act>vely associated with 
and Of Which he was Master in 1942-43,

,'hlch he has been secretary since 1949.
Mr. Dent was awarded the M.B.E in 1949
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West Indies at Westminster

^HE House of Commons adjourned for the Christmas 
recess on December 18th, and will reassemble on 

January 19th.
Credit Corporation. Mr. R. Robinson asked the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies whether he would set up a development 
finance corporation in connection with the British Guiana 
10-year development plan.

Mr. Lyttelton, replying in a written answer of December 9th, 
said that the Governor had already announced his intention to 
establish a credit corporation as soon as the necessary legislation 
could be passed. Inquiries were already being made about 
staff.

Commonwealth Sugar Agreement (Cuba). Mr. Baldwin 
asked the Minister of Food what developments there had been 
affecting the working of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement 
and whether he would make a statement.

Major Lloyd George, who replied in a written statement of 
December 18th, said that he had been informed that the Cuban 
Government had decided not to seek a renewal of their present 
arrangements for the sale of sugar to Canada.

Dry Dock Facilities. Mr. R. Robinson asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he was aware of the shortage 
of dry dock facilities at Port of Spain, Trinidad ; and whether 
he would take steps to have installed a second slipway so that 
adequate facilities for ship repairing would be available.

Mr. Lyttelton’s written answer of December 16th was in the 
affirmative. He stated that a committee appointed by the 
Trinidad Government to examine shipbuilding and repairing 
facilities in the island had recently reported. The report, which 
advocated a second slipway, was being considered by that 
Government.

Controls and Restrictions. Mr. R. Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what progress was being 
made with the abolition of controls and restrictions in the West 
Indies which were adopted during the wartime emergency.

Mr. Lyttelton, who answered in a written statement of 
December 16th, said many wartime controls which no longer 
served a useful purpose had been withdrawn and consideration 
was being given by the colonial governments concerned to 
embodying in permanent legislation any that must be retained.

Factories Ordinance. Mr. W. T. Williams asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what regulations had been 
made in British Guiana, on lines customary in Great Britain, 
for the adequate guarding of moving machinery ; and on what 
date they were made.

Mr. Lyttelton, in his written answer of November 26th, stated 
that a Factories Ordinance was passed in British Guiana in 1947 
and its various provisions had been brought into force during 
the past four years. It covered the registration and inspection 
of factories and included provisions for ensuring that machinery 
did not endanger the safety of employees.

Appeal Tribunal Rules. Asked by Mr. Brockway if he 
would place in the Library a copy of the rules of procedure 
of the tribunal which had been set up in British Guiana to consider 
appeals by persons detained under the emergency regulations, 
Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, stated in a 
written answer of November 13th that the Governor had been 
asked for a copy of the rules of procedure for that purpose.

Columbite-Tantalite Exploration. Mr. Warby asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what success had attended 
the exploration for columbite-tantalite undertaken by Kenna- 
metals International S.A. (Inc.) in British Guiana ; and how 
long the exploration had been proceeding.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of November 26th 
that the firm found some columbite-tantalite in the area of their 
exclusive permission but abandoned exploration in June, 1953, 
after 10 months’ work.

Local Government Board. Mr. Donnelly asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the present membership 
of the Local Government Board in British Guiana ; and how 
many members of the Local Government Board were known to 
be members of the People’s Progressive Party.

In his written reply of November 26th, Mr. Lyttelton said that 

♦
the board consisted of three ex-officio members, namely, the 
Commissioner of Local Government, the Director of Medical 
Services and the President of the Village Chairman’s Conference, 
and four other members appointed by the Governor. Of the 
latter, two were members of village councils or of country 
authorities, and one was nominated by the British Guiana Sugar 
Producers’ Association. No members of the board were known 
to be members of the People’s Progressive Party.

Joint Consultative Boards. Mr. Donnelly asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he would state the 
nature of the objection of Her Majesty’s Government to the 
formation of committees of workers to advise on the executive 
of projects carried through by the Director of Public Works in 
British Guiana ; and what was the policy of Her Majesty’s 
Government to production councils.

In a written answer of November 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated 
that the policy of Her Majesty’s Government in the colonies 
generally was to welcome the establishment of genuine voluntary 
joint consultative bodies, which could, if both sides agreed, 
discuss production problems among other things. In the case 
of the British Guiana Committees there was no mention of 
representation of the management. They were, however, to 
include a political representative.

Education in Civics. Mr. W. T. Williams asked the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies what information he has of institu­
tions existing in British Guiana for training the people of the 
colony in the problems to be encountered by responsible ministers 
in democratic government; on what date the institutions were 
established ; and if he would place a copy of the syllabus in 
the Library of the House of Commons.

In a written answer of November 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated 
that essentially those were problems to be learnt from experience 
and there were no institutions in British Guiana for the purpose 
in question. The local schools had, however, taught civics, 
including lessons on democratic government, for many years. 
That teaching was intensified immediately before and after the 
setting up of the new Constitution.

The British Council, in co-operation with the Extra-Mural 
Department of the University College of the West Indies, had 
provided material for simple lectures on parliamentary govern­
ment and had distributed booklets on the British system of 
government.

British Guiana Agriculture. Mr. James Johnson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether an economic botanist, 
an entomologist, an agricultural chemist, a statistician and an 
agricultural engineer, had been appointed to the agricultural 
department of British Guiana since the publication of the Venn 
Report; and what approach had been made to the directors 
of the United Nations Expanded Technical Assistance Pro­
gramme to find out whether they could recommend properly- 
qualified persons of other nationalities to undertake the duties 
in question.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer of November 26th, stated 
that an economic botanist was appointed in April, 1950. An 
entomologist was appointed in August, 1950, but resigned in 
September, 1951. A probationer was at that time in training 
for that post and one experienced entomologist was in the 
territory on special investigations. An agricultural chemist was 
appointed in January, 1948, prior to the visit of the Commission.

There was no statistician on the staff of the Department of 
Agriculture, but there was an agricultural economist who 
collected agricultural statistics. Provision for an agricultural 
engineer was made in that year’s estimates and a Guianese was 
in training in that country for the post. No approach was 
made under the United Nations Expanded Technical Assistance 
Programme in connexion with those appointments.

Jamaica Cigars and Cuba. Mr. R. Robinson asked the 
President of the Board of Trade whether, in the negotiations 
with Cuba on the trade arrangements for the coming year, he 
would, in the interests of the Commonwealth and the sterling 
area, bear in mind the necessity of maintaining the position of 
the Jamaica cigar industry.

Mr. Amory, who replied in a written statement of December 
15th, said that the discussions in Havana touched upon various 
matters of concern to colonial interests and he could assure his
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hon. Friend that those interests were being fully borne in mind 
by Her Majesty’s Government. So far as cigars were concerned 
our import restrictions were imposed for currency reasons, 
and whether any relaxation in respect of Cuba was possible 
must depend on the state of our balance of payments.

Bahamas Constitution. Mr. David Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what proposals were being 
considered for a reform of the Constitution in the Bahamas ; 
and what proposals for the enfranchisement of women were 
included in such proposed changes.

In his written answer of November 18th, Mr. Lyttelton stated 
that proposals for the enfranchisement of women, put forward 
by Private Members of the House of Assembly last Session, 
had been referred to a Select Committee of the House. No 
other proposals were at that time being considered.

Timber Exports. Mr. Vane asked the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies how he explained the drop in the export of timber 
from British colonial territories, and in particular from Nigeria, 
Kenya and North Borneo, in 1952, as compared with 1951 ; 
and how he assessed the prospects for 1953.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer of November 11th, stated 
that the main cause was the fall both in demand and in prices for 
timber, particularly in the United Kingdom, after 1951. Exports 
from North Borneo were also affected by Australian imports 
restrictions. There had been a revival of demand in 1953 and 
exports should be higher than in 1952.

Legal Action against P.P.P. Members. Sir Leslie Plummer 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether the 
Attorney-General of British Guiana had completed his con­
sideration of the matters referred to in the White Paper, British 
Guiana, Suspension of the Constitution, Command Paper No. 
8980, 1953 ; and what action was being taken.

In a written answer of November 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated : 
“No. Two charges for sedition were laid on November 24th 
against leading members of the People’s Progressive Party and 
the possibility of bringing further charges is still under con­
sideration.”

Expulsion Order. Mr. Paget asked the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he would make a statement with regard to an 
expulsion order served on Mr. D. J. Nelson in Trinidad on 
November 5th.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of November 18th, 
that Mr. D. J. Nelson, who was a journalist, was born in the 
Leeward Islands and went to Trinidad in 1950. He was granted 
a temporary permit for two years under the immigration Regula­
tions and that was extended for a third year which had just 
ended. The Trinidad Government had decided that he could 
not be permitted to become a permanent resident as that would 
have been contrary to the policy they had been following for some 
years which was aimed at preserving employment in Trinidad for 
Trinidadians.

Immigration Policy, Trinidad. Mrs. White asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he would disallow the order 
recently made in Trinidad which placed undue restrictions on 
the immigration of journalists and newspaper workers.

In his written answer of November 18th, Mr. Lyttelton stated 
that he would not. That order imposed no new restrictions and 
did not discriminate against journalists and newspaper workers. 
It merely clarified the immigration policy of the Trinidad 
Government which for some years had aimed at preserving 
employment in Trinidad for Trinidadians.

British Industries Fair. Asked by Mr. Langford-Holt on 
November 24th whether he would make a statement on the 
future of the British Industries Fair, the Minister of State 
Board of Trade, Mr. Amory, said that the President of th4 
Board of Trade’s Exhibition Advisory Committee had made a 
report which would be published shortly as a White Paper 
Her Majesty’s Government had accepted the recommendations 
of the Committee that industry should take an even more direct 
interest in the running of the London section of the British 
Industries Fair and that, therefore, responsibility for it should 
be transferred to a new non-profit making company limited bv 
guarantee. The board of the company would be persons 
nominated by trustees representative of industry, including 
he hoped, the Trades Union Congress and a cmvprnm g+ 
nominee. The government would8assist the comTïn k* 

guaranteeing the initial working capital for a period by
The 1954 Fair would be run by the Boid oUTm^ 
close collaboration with industry and the 1955 Fair would^e 

run by the new company. Legislation would be needed and a 
bill would be introduced in due course.

Oil Exploration. Mr. Fenner Brockway asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether the B uana Govern­
ment intimated its view that there was no oil in British Guiana 
to the Gulf Oil Corporation before the company made its applica­
tion for an oil exploration licence.

Mr. Fienburgh asked the Secretary of State whether the 
British Guiana Government informed the Panhandle Oil Canada 
Ltd. of its view that there was no oil in British Guiana before 
the company started its exploration ; what success attended the 
exploration ; how long the exploration took ; and what area 
was explored.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of November 26th, 
that the British Guiana Government had never made any state­
ment that there was no oil in the territory, and the two com­
panies named were not so informed. The Panhandle Company’s 
geologists made a preliminary examination of the coast line 
from the mouth of the Essequibo River to the Venezuelan 
border occupying approximately one week. So far as was known, 
no proper exploration was carried out.

Labour Conditions. Mr. Ellis Smith asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on December 9th if he would have reprinted 
Command Paper No. 6070, Labour Conditions in the West 
Indies ; and state what action had been taken and what were 
the present conditions under each heading and paragraph.

Mr. Lyttelton replied in the negative. He said that informa­
tion on current labour conditions in the West Indies was already 
available in existing publications.

Mr. Ellis Smith then asked : ‘‘Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that at the time of the publication of these Command 
Papers they were looked upon by the whole trade union move­
ment as being a black indictment of our colonial administration ? 
Is he further aware that Sir Walter Citrine, who was a member 
of the Commission, and Mr. Ernest Bevin came to this House 
and addressed a few of us and asked us to watch out and take 
action on these lines ? Has not that time arrived ? ”

Mr. Lyttelton said he thought that a great advance had been 
made in the matter since the original report was published. 
The information on current labour conditions in the West 
Indies was very massive, but, if Mr. Ellis Smith was short of 
some particular information, he would be only too happy to 
help him where he could.

Mr. Ellis Smith also asked Mr. Lyttelton if he would recom­
mend the appointment of a Royal Commission, with powers to 
visit any colony it desired, to investigate and report on labour 
conditions and other allied subjects.

Mr. Lyttelton again replied in the negative. He said that 
labour administration was the responsibility of colonial govern­
ments and a general commission of the sort suggested was 
neither called for nor compatible with the trend of colonial 
constitutional development.

Questioning further, Mr. Ellis Smith asked : ‘‘In view of the 
increasing interest in this among organized workers throughout 
the world, if the right hon. Gentleman cannot accept this con­
structive suggestion, will he consider his reply with a view 
to taking other action ? ”
• InTv<ePV’ Mr- Lyttelton said : "I would like to give the 
hon. Member as sympathetic an answer as I can, but my present 
view on these matters is that where help is necessary over any 
of these labour matters in the colonies, we should deal with each 

ri 1 this opportunity of saying that the
Trades Union Council has given us the greatest help in these 
matLcrs. *

a?ed Mr- Lyttelton : " Will the Minister 
coTonv to the appointment of a committee for each
in eaT^ alLSldeS of this House to go into conditions 
circumstanrAc emaS?k^bat they can give consideration to the 
hon Ca^ and the Problems of each colony ? Is the right 
heln Iff™ aWar® a c°mmittee of this calibre would
help him, this House, and the colonies ? ”
the SS11 7^ : “ N°’ Sir’ 1 am afraid 1 cannot accept 
shouldgSard / g Up 36 committees of this House. I 
respoL^ aS “ entirely abrogation of my

anP‘K' ,Officials.’ Visits to British Guiana. In a written 
Mr Lyttelton11 StlOn?y Plummer on November 26th,
^TenTen^ for the Monies, stated that
of his denartmAnf S°1 HerMajesty’s Government and officials 
October, 1953. vlslted British Guiana between April and
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The Homeward Mail
------------ 4------------

BAHAMAS
New Governor Arrives. Our correspondent, Mr. 

Cleveland H. Reeves, writing from Nassau on December 
24th, states : “ The new Governor, Lord Ranfurly, and 
Lady Ranfurly, arrived in Nassau on December 23rd, 
and received a very warm welcome. The town was 
gaily decorated for the occasion. Lord Ranfurly was 
sworn in as Governor at a ceremony held in the Legisla­
tive Council Chamber at 11.30 a.m. before a large and 
representative audience. The same afternoon, His 
Excellency received the Press at Government House 
and answered questions put to him in regard to his 
future policies as Governor, and his views on matters 
relating to the tourist business, education, party govern­
ment, more stable industries for the colony and woman 
suffrage. Among Press representatives present were 
Mr. Bernard Dupuch, Mr. H. E. J. Dupuch, Mr. Burton 
Lewis, the Rev. W. M. Albury, Mr. Holly Brown, 
Dr. C. R. Walker and Mr. Cleveland H. Reeves.

New Roman Catholic College Building. “ On 
December 8th, Roman Catholics in the Bahamas laid 
the corner stone of a four-storey stone building, being an 
addition to St. Augustine’s College. The building will 
accommodate 250 boys, in addition to an auditorium to 
accommodate 500 persons. The ceremony was per­
formed by Bishop Lennard Hayarthy, assisted by the 
Rev. Father Alias and Father Cornelius Treofous.

Census. “ A general census of the Bahamas is now 
being taken with Mr. J. H. Hughes as director of the 
work. Mr. Hughes was former Labour Officer for the 
Bahamas.

Nassau Tourist Trade. “ According to recent 
statistics, released by the Bahamas Development Board, 
the overall total of visitors to Nassau for the year 
1952-53 continues to show an increase as the 1953-54 
season approaches. For the first eleven months of the 
year, 83,314 visitors spent their holidays in Nassau, the 
largest number on record, which represents a gain of 
eight per cent over last year’s total of 76,803.

Customs Officer Promoted. “ Mr. Gerald Isaacs, 
Customs Officer, Grade I, who has been taking a three 
months’ course in customs work in London, has 
completed the course, and resumed his duties in the 
Bahamas. Mr. Isaacs has now been promoted to the 
post of Senior Customs Officer.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Welcome to the Queen. Our correspondent, in a 

newsletter from Georgetown dated December 20th, 
states: “ When Her Majesty arrived in the West 
Indies the Governor sent the following message to her : 
‘ On behalf of the people of British Guiana I beg leave 
to present to Your Majesty my humble duty. As Your 
Majesty approaches the shores of South America the

, .1- Press and of the Nassau DevelopmentRepresentatives of the Bahamas P their arrival in the Colony

■■
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loyal subjects of the Queen’s only possession in this 
continent extend a welcome and a renewed assurance of 
their loyalty and devotion to Your Majesty. We pray 
God may prosper all Your Majesty’s journeying.’ The 
Archbishop of the West Indies also sent a message, 
which welcomed the Queen to the Caribbean on behalf 
of the whole Church in the area. Her Majesty sent 
very gracious and appreciative replies.

“ On November 25th there was a public holiday in 
British Guiana to celebrate the visit of Her Majesty 
to the Caribbean. Special services were held at the 
main churches of various denominations on November 
29th, in thanksgiving for the Queen’s visit to the area, 
and there were various social celebrations.

“ The representatives of the State and Press of British 
Guiana who visited Jamaica during the Queen’s visit 
gave moving descriptions of Her Majesty’s charm and 
queenliness. They declared that, like the Queen 
Mother, she combines regality with the common touch.

Visit of Archbishop of York. “ The Archbishop of 
York, the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dr. 
Cyril Garbett, visited the colony for a few days in 
December. In St. George’s Cathedral and at a public 
meeting of the Christian Social Council, an association 
of all the Christian churches in the colony, His Grace 
made moving addresses in which he appealed to the 
people to resist the attacks atheistic Communism was 
making on religion. The Archbishop of York, the 
Archbishop of the West Indies and the Governor of 
British Guiana each planted an apple blossom tree in 
North Street, Georgetown, in commemoration of Dr. 
Garbett’s visit.

Sugar. “ Since the end of the strike, the estates 
have worked at full pressure and have made up so much 
of the lost production that they will probably make a 
total of over 240,000 tons this year. This is better 
than seemed possible at the last time of writing, but it is 
still considerably short of the 255,000 tons or more 
which would almost certainly have been made if there 
had been no disturbances. The weather has been 
exceedingly favourable for reaping this autumn, but 
not so favourable for the growing crop.

Rice. “ In spite of some unfavourable weather 
during the growing period of the crop, this year’s rice 
production has been good, and is estimated at 79 300 
tons of milled rice.

fiPancial Year ending September 30th, 
19o3, the B.G. Rice Marketing Board exported 36 000 
tons of rice, a record so far.

Mrs. Jagan Arrested. "Mrs. Janet Jagan, ex- 
Deputy Speaker of the prorogued House of Assembly 
and secretary of the People’s Progressive Party and 
nine other P.P.P. members, were arrested by the police 
while they were addressing a large number of people 
at a west coast village on December 13th, and have 
been charged with holding an illegal meeting contrary 
to the emergency regulations. Mrs. Jagan told the 
police that the meeting was a religious one, but after 
the arrests and the breaking up of the meeting, the police 
found a quantity of Communist literature in the im- 

^ariluee in whlch the meeting had been held 
The defendants were released on bail, and the trial is 
now m progress. iai ls

Sedition Charges. "The preliminary trial for 

sedition of Mr. Fred Bowman, a P.P.P. ex-Minister, 
has been concluded, and he has been committed for 
trial in the Supreme Court. A similar charge against 
Mr. Nazrudeen, a P.P.P. official, is still in the preliminary 
hearing.

Detained Persons. “ Four of the five P P.P. officials 
who are interned at Atkinson Airport have refused to 
appear before the committee appointed by the Governor 
to hear objections to their detention. The other internee, 
Mr. Mahabali Lachman Singh, appeared and was 
questioned by the committee.

Attempt to Suborn Soldier. “ A coloured youth 
attempted to persuade a soldier of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders to sell him firearms, including 
Bren guns, for which, said the youth, someone he knew 
was willing to pay $700 apiece. The soldier pretended 
to be willing to make a deal and after reporting to his 
officers, met the youth and sold him a revolver, taking 
an I.O.U. in payment, and as soon as the deal was 
completed the soldier called out to policemen, lying in 
ambush, who then arrested the culprit. He was fined 
a total of $150 or five months’ hard labour, on charges 
of purchasing and possessing a firearm when not licensed 
to do so, and was sentenced to six months’ hard labour 
for endeavouring to induce a person engaged in Her 
Majesty’s service to procure Bren guns in breach of his 
duty. Another youth associated with the last named 
offence was fined $75 or two months’ hard labour. The 
evidence revealed that in negotiation with the soldier, 
the defendant said that there was plenty of money 
with which to pay for the firearms, but on being 
questioned about the source of the money did not 
reply. In Court, the defendant said without being asked, 
that he knew Mr. Linden Bumham and Dr. Cheddi 
Jagan, P.P.P. ex-ministers, but not personally, and that 
they had never given him any money. The magistrate 
asked the defendant’s counsel why these names had been 
mentioned, though their owners were not accused of 
supplying the money.

Organizations and Publications Banned. “ The 
Governor has deemed prejudicial to public safety and 
order, and has banned, the following organizations 
run by the Communist-dominated People’s Progressive 
Party : The British Guiana Peace Committee, headed 
by Mr. Sydney King, former Minister of Works and 
Communications ; the Pioneer Youth League, which is 
affiliated to the Communist-controlled World Federation 
°f Democratic Youth ; and the Demerara Youth Rally, 
which recently published a pamphlet calling on the 
youth of the colony not to support any resolution, 
anywhere, which sought co-operation with the Governor.

ere was recently a split between the moderates and 
the extremists in the Pioneer Youth League.

The Governor has also prohibited, under the Undesir- 
a 6 u"?11“8 Ordinance, all publications issued by 

r t u World Federation of Trade Unions or
. *I-U. Publications, Ltd.’ ; and all past or future 

lss^es of the periodicals entitled For a Lasting Peace, For 
a People s Democracy, Soviet Weekly and Caribbean News.

Islam Fights Communism. " Speaking over Radio 
R' B' Gairai’ Wazir of the Muslim League 

ot British Guiana, said that no true Muslim could be a 
¥anY Prominent Muslims spoke and wrote 

vigorously against the P.P.P. during the April elections,
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when it became evident that the party was Communist- 
dominated.

American Visitors. “ Senator Theodore Green, of 
Rhode Island, who is connected with the Foreign 
Relations Committee of the United States Senate, paid a 
short visit to the colony on a political study tour. At a 
Press conference, he gave an interesting talk on Russia’s 
plan for world domination, and emphasized the reality 
of the ‘ Red ’ threat.

“ Another American visitor was Mr. Julius Cahn, 
Counsel to the United States Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, who told the Press that the Committee was 
‘ exploring ways and means of encouraging the flow of 
American private investments throughout this hemi­
sphere.’

Unfair Comments. “ Many responsible persons 
here have expressed resentment against the London
Daily Mail for an 
article this newspaper 
has published, by a 
writer who seems to 
have aimed at sensa­
tion rather than truth 
in his description of 
British Guiana. The 
tourist bureau has 
written to the editor 
of the Daily Mail to 
protest against the 
‘ lack of responsibility 
and utter disregard for 
accuracy ’ shown in 
this article.

Constitution Com­
mission. “The three- 
man commission 
appointed to recom­
mend what changes 
are required in the 
British Guiana Con­
stitution, in the light 
of the circumstances 
which led to its sus­
pension, should arrive 
in the colony on about 
January 6th. There 
is some feeling here 
that the Royal Commission should be larger. One 
newspaper suggests that two more members should be 
added, one ‘ a distinguished administrator with local 
knowledge who commands universal local respect, and 
another an authority on constitutional history. The 
president of the B.G. Commission Agents’ Association 
told the Press : ‘ In addition to Sir Donald Jackson, it 
should, I feel, have included at least two other Guianese 
of integrity who are conversant with our local problems, 
or alternatively, one other Guianese and some prommen 
West Indian with a commercial background.

P.P.P. Member Fined. “ Mr. Adjodha Singh, 
member of the prorogued House of Assemb y, one 0 ®
five P.P.P. men interned at Atkinson Airport, has been 
fined $12.50 and costs for incitmg persons to assault 
certain sugar workers. The offence was commi 

during a public meeting on a sugar estate during the 
strikes last September.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Royalties and Export Duties. Our correspondent, 

writing from Belize on December 23rd, states : “ The 
rate on pine trees has been increased by as much as 
400 per cent. It is quite true that, generally speaking, 
rates were far too low during the sellers’ market of the 
last few years, but, with the loosening of controls 
on soft woods, the position is now changed. There is 
likely to be a decline in pine exports in 1954. With a 
known falling off in the demand for chicle owing to the 
competition being experienced from other gums, it is 
difficult to see why at this stage the export duty should be 
increased from four cents to six cents per lb.

Marketing Board. “ The Board has been painting 
rather rosy hopes, en­
visaging a not far dis­
tant time when we 
shall be exporting red 
kidney beans instead 
of importing half of our 
consumption. It may 
not be inapt to say 
that the importation 
of red kidney beans 
is permissible only 
when there is no local 
supply, and that the 
price then (including 
duty) is less than for 
beans supplied by the 
marketing board. The 
plain fact is that our 
agricultural produc­
tivity (not alone in 
this field) is out of 
balance in relation to 
wages.

Budget. “$3,940,000 
has been voted by the 
Legislative Council for 
1954. A further 
$900,000 will be spent 
from development 
funds.

Visitor. “ An important visitor in December was 
Sir Harold Mitchell, who has interests in citrus and 
sugar here, at present the colony’s main agricultural 
industries.

Essential Works Order. “ This order, which 
principally protected transportation and shipping in 
the timber industry against lightning strikes, has now 
been revoked. Waterfront strikes could be calamitous.”

GRENADA
Royal Visit to Jamaica. Our correspondent, Mr. 

E. R. Kent, writing from St. Andrew’s on December 
22nd, states : “ Grenadians were particularly pleased 
by the special invitation issued to the Hon. T. A. 
Marryshow by Sir Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica, 
on the occasion of the visit of The Queen and The Duke
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of Edinburgh to that colony in November. Mr. Marry­
show had declined nomination when the Legislative 
Council selected a member to represent Grenada at 
Jamaica, in order to permit one of his fellow Legislators 
to have this honour, he having represented the colony 
at the Coronation earlier this year. In consequence 
the Hon. R. C. P. Moore was selected and, with Mrs. 
Moore, attended as Grenada’s representative. While in 
Jamaica Mr. Marryshow was accorded the additional 
honour of replying to the toast of ‘ Our Guests ’ which 
was proposed by Mr. Hugh Springer, Registrar, on the 
occasion of the opening of the Senate House of the 
University College of the West Indies by Her Majesty. 
Mr. Marryshow has written in glowing terms of the 
charm and graciousness of Her Majesty, and with en­
thusiasm of the hospitality of Sir Hugh Foot and all 
Jamaica. The occasion of the landing of Her Majesty 
in Jamaica was marked here by a public holiday with 
a ceremonial parade at Queen’s Park which was witnessed 
by a large crowd.

B.C.G. Campaign. “ The anti-tuberculosis cam­
paign sponsored jointly by United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund and World Health Organiza­
tion is due to start in January under the direction of 
Dr. G. T. D. Murray who, with Nurse Doris St. Louis 
and Nurse Cecilia Cruickshank, recently attended a 
short course in Trinidad. The campaign is scheduled 
to be completed in three months, but it seems likely 
that an extension of the period will be necessary.

M.C.C. Tour. “ Preparations are well under way 
for the visit of the M.C.C. team to play a two-day 
match against a Windward Island team at Queen’s 
Park on March 6th and 8th. The Government has 
voted funds for necessary alterations and repairs to the 
pavilion and mounting enthusiasm is displayed by a 
round of keenly contested trial matches. Meanwhile 
arrangements have been made for a trial match to be 
P Park on January 9th and 10th in
which the following players have been invited to 
participate?—St Vincent-. Messrs. Thomas (Capt.) 
Neverson Da Silva and Roberts. St. Lucia- Messrs^ 
Barrow, Crick, Deterville, Felix and Theodore. 
Dommca . Messrs. Reed, Riviere, Charles and Shilling-

Telephone Service. “ As a result of a series of 
protest meetings of telephone subscribers held in 

a pe*ltlon was forwarded to the Governor 
wat un“?dlatf' ^PS be taken to remedy the 

deplorable condition of the service which has tried the 
°f for years. As a result the Hon

+ 5’ ftenwick was dispatched post haste to England 
at the request of the Colonial Office, to assist in nefoHa 
tions which Grenadians were led to believe wouM 
annrars for a neW system- However, it
appears that hopes were not well founded as Mr 
Renwick returned on December 17th from’England 
and on December 19th the Government Office issued a 
statement informing the public that ' Her Majesty’^ 
Government is not in a position to reach a final decision 
mce certain broader issues of that government's general 

telecommunications policy have tn R + i 6 . al ta ,h.y i SL'Ul 2“

shortly.’ This leaves subscribers just where they were 
before.

Bananas. “ The s.s. Leeward Islands called on 
December 15th and loaded 3,911 stems of bananas 
(59 tons). This is the biggest shipment to date, but 
production should rise sharply next year, as the Grenada 
Agriculturists’ Union has already imported over 30,000 
plants of the Lacatan variety for distribution and the 
Agricultural department is making plans to import 
10,000 plants from Jamaica.

Cocoa Crop. “ Il nd continuous rains during 
the last six months have adversely affected the cocoa 
crop which is now expected to be very short. The rains 
have caused a very high incidence of Black-Pod disease 
which is the chief cause of the short crop.

Greetings. “ I should like on behalf of members in 
Grenada to wish all other members a Happy 1954.”

JAMAICA
Citrus Fruit. Writing from Kingston on December 

29th, our correspondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, states. 
“ The number of citrus packing houses in the island has 
been reduced from nine to two. Seven firms have in all 
been bought out (six of them recently), by the Citrus 
Growers Association, which will centralize its business 
at a new packing house at Bog Walk, where a temporary 
packing house has been erected for test packing. At 
present the C.G.A. operates its Kingston packing plant, 
and the Citrus Co. of Jamaica continues to operate its 
own plant at May Pen. It is believed that important 
economies will be effected by these changes.

Industrial Display. “ A strikingly successful display 
of Jamaican industrial products was prepared at short 
notice in December by the Industrial Development 
Corporation, primarily for participation in a film of 
Warner Bros. The range of present production was 
impressively illustrated in spite of a number of un­
avoidable omissions.

Bananas. The Banana Board has decided to in­
crease the price of bananas from 8s. 6d. to 9s. per count 
bunch as from January 1st, and it is understood that 
wages m the industry will then be increased by Id­
in the shilling on 1950 rates.

Coffee. “ The Coffee Industry Board has decided to 
erect a new coffee pulping factory at Trout Hall, in 
Clarendon.

Rin<r + ^^ent of Kingston. “ A proposal that the 
ngston and St. Andrew Corporation, in order to carry 

chn c°mPrehensive scheme of municipal improvement, 
should ask permission of the central government to 

Was laid before the K.S.A.C. Finance 
w^r Vn ¿?reCTber by the May°C Mr- Cleveland 
menfq wb' b$ “Seated a number of improve­
ments which should be included in the comprehensive

Sam Bevy, of Myrtle Bank 
Hotpl Aef1^ °n’ was re-elected chairman of the Jamaica 
Hotel Association early in December.

C400 + ^be .Ça^ser Bauxite Co. has allocated
of St Filzab\h° Provide 11 scholarships for the parish 
Technip Æ ?bne be ^ble at the Kingston 

, the others will be of the nature of
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COMPLETE
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DISTILLERIES
ABSOLUTE 
ALCOHOL 

and
CHEMICAL 
PLANTS

Our illustration shows a 

Quadruple Effet Evaporator 

having a total heating surface 

of 9,500 square feet, in course 

of erection last year in a Sugar 
Factory in Brazil.

Sole Makers of multiplex film evaporators

BLAIRS LTD
WOODVILLE STREET . GLASGOW, S.W.I

Cables : “BLAZON GLASGOW ”

LONDON OFFICE . 7 GROSVENOR GARDENS, S.W.I
Cables : “ MULTIVAP SOWEST LONDON ”

For Your Library

The following publications are obtainable from 
the West India Committee, 40, Norfolk Street,
London, W.C.2

Published Post
Price Free

U.K.
s. d. s. d.

The Guide to Jamaica, 7952 (Paper Cover) 7 6 
„ „ ,, ,, (Cloth Cover) 10 0

Pleasure Island, the Book of Jamaica ... 10 6

Letters to Jane from Jamaica, 1788-1796.
Edited by Geraldine Mozley. Published 
for the Institute of Jamaica by the West
India Committee ... ... ... 6 0

The Governors of Jamaica in the First Half 
of the Eighteenth Century. By Frank 
Cundall ... ... • • • ••• 10 0

Franklin’s Trinidad and Tobago Yearbook, 
1953 ........................................................ 6 3

7 10
10 6

11 2

6 8

Dollar to Sterling Tables ... • •• 1 6

The West India Committee’s Map of the
West Indies

* Flat sheet copy ... ••• ••• ••• !2 2
♦On cloth, with rollers, and varnished ... 17 6

,, ,, dissected to fold ... 17 6
,, „ folded in case... ... 20 0

♦The delivery charge for copies overseas is approximately 30s. 
fExtra according to destination.

11 4

6 9

1 6

t 
t 

18 0 
20 6

MAKE LIFE SWEETER - ALWAYS EVERYWHERE

JAMES PASCALL LTD. MITCHAM. SURREY. ENGLAND.

When writing to advertisers, please mention The West India Committee Circular.
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Samite^ §Mk<ll©iro
LIMITED

STEEL OFFICE EQUIPMENT
SANKEY-SHELDON LTD., 46 CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

Complete office equipment in steel provides the 

efficiency which modern business methods 

demand. Steel is durable, strong, fire-resisting, 

vermin and damp-proof and easy to keep clean. 
Sankey-Sheldon Steel equipment for office and factory 

includes Lockers, Filing Cabinets, Desks, Cupboards, 

Partitioning, Shelving—all in steel.

ELECTRICALLY 

DRIVEN C€/mwcdi$
WITH

When writing to advertisers, please mention

COUPLINGS
These Centrifugals show considerable 
economy in operation and have a greatly 
extended life.
The chief advantages of the Fluidrive 
Coupling are :—
Continuous-running motor, with low 
current consumption, no violent current 
surges and no switch maintenance.
Plough speed controller ensures stable 
low speed for mechanical unloaders.
Single handwheel controls acceleration 
and braking. Operation is simple and 
foolproof.

This illustration shows part of a Battery 
of ten 40" by 24" 1.500 r.p.m. Centri- 
tugals for producing low-grade sugar.

Please ask. for further particulars of these 
and our many other designs of varying speed 
and duty Centrifugals.

POTT, CASSELS
& WILLIAMSON
MOTHERWELL, SCOTLAND

West India Committee Circuì
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bursaries to children between 11 and 14, to ensure that 
their parents will not find it necessary, for economic 
reasons, to withdraw them from the elementary school.

Kingston Harbour. “ The condition of the Port of 
Kingston gives rise to anxiety, as owing to the silting 
of the harbour, facilities for large vessels are now severely 
restricted.

Obituary. “ Brigadier-General Horace S. Sewell, 
of Arcadia, in Trelawny, died on December 25th at the 
age of 72. An ex-Custos of the parish of Trelawny, he 
was also a veteran of World War I.”

TRINIDAD
The following extracts have been taken from the 

newsletter issued by the Information Office of Trinidad 
and Tobago for the period December lst-15th.

W.I. Students’ Centre in London. “ Collingham 
Gardens is the proposed site of the West Indian Students’ 
Centre in London. The colony will contribute $24,000 
towards the cost of $96,000 for the centre, to be met by 
participating West Indian Governments. It was 
originally intended to obtain a lease for building the 
centre at Princes Gate, London, but the idea was 
abandoned. West Indian Governments’ contributions 
towards the centre are being made in proportion to the 
number of students from the respective colonies. Of 
1,200 West Indian students in the United Kingdom, 
300 are from Trinidad.

Legislator Seeks Self Rule. “ The granting of a 
new constitution for self rule is being sought by the 
Hon. Mitra Sinanan, Member for Caroni South, in notice 
of a motion tabled for discussion in the Legislative 
Council. Mr. Sinanan has referred to repeated assur­
ances of Her Majesty’s Government that the proposed 
goal for Trinidad and Tobago is the early attainment 
of a Constitution under which the Government will be 
directly responsible to the people, with a fully elected 
Legislature. The motion also seeks the immediate 
grant of responsible government to the people of the 
colony.

Hospital for Sangre Grande. “ Government took 
another step forward in its plans to provide health 
facilities for people living in rural areas when the 
Governor, Sir Hubert Rance, laid the corner stone on 
December 2nd for a $541,000 hospital for Sangre 
Grande, a district about 29 miles from the city. Lady 
Rance, Ministers of the Government and prominent 
members of the community witnessed the ceremony.

The sum of $410,000 had been voted since 1952 for 
the erection of the hospital, but because of the shortage 
of Government architects it was decided to give the 
contract to private enterprise and the cost of con­
struction was increased to $541,000, due to rising 
building costs. The hospital will have 48 beds instead 
of 75 as had been planned and will contain all modem 
conveniences, including an operating theatre^ The 
Hon. Victor Bryan, representative for Sangre Grande 
and Minister of Agriculture and Lands, has asked that 
provision should be made in the second five-year p an 
to permit expansion of the hospital to house 75 beds as 
was originally planned.

Trade Unionists’ Course. “Twenty-one trade 

unionists from the Caribbean will take a course in trade 
unionism in February, at the University College of the 
West Indies. Mr. D. G. Matthews, of Glasgow, newly 
appointed Industrial Relations Tutor for the College, 
will be resident tutor for the course. The course will 
last ten weeks and participating Governments will meet 
the cost of students’ passages and dependants’ allow­
ances where necessary. Other expenses will be borne 
by a grant from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds as approved by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Three places, according to Mr. Frank Catch­
pole, who made arrangements recently for the course 
in Jamaica, will be allotted to British Guiana. The 
number of places to be allocated to the other Caribbean 
colonies has not yet been decided. Similar courses 
were held in Barbados in 1948, and 1952.

Mayor of San Fernando Elected. “ Councillor 
Robert Donaldson has been unanimously elected mayor 
of San Fernando for the 1953-54 term. Councillor 
Ralph Kelshall was elected deputy mayor. Aiderman 
Elton Richards and Councillor H. E. Hart were the 
outgoing mayor and deputy-mayor respectively.

“At a recent borough council election Aiderman 
Richards was defeated at the polls but was elected an 
aiderman on his casting vote as mayor. His election 
is now the subject of litigation in the Supreme Court of 
the colony.

Indian Commissioner. “ Mr. Badri Nath Nanda 
has succeeded Mr. Shri Anand Mohan Sahay as Com­
missioner for India in the British West Indies and 
British Guiana. Mr. Shri Sahay has been transferred 
on promotion to Mauritius. Mr. Nanda was bom in 
1903. He graduated at the Punjab University and 
joined the Indian Civil Service in 1926. He represented 
India on the Narcotic Drugs Commission and attended 
the United Nations General Assembly as a member of 
the Indian Delegations in 1947, 1948 and 1949. He is 
expected to arrive in Trinidad early in the New Year.

Airline Association Formed. “ The Trinidad Air­
line Association, an official negotiating body within 
the colony in matters concerning labour and relations 
between airlines and outside industries, was formed in 
Port-of-Spain on December 2nd. It is the first of its 
kind, outside Jamaica, in the British Caribbean. Mr. 
M. Barton, sales manager of British West Indian 
Airways, was elected chairman, Mr. John Probst, 
director of Pan American Airways in Trinidad, appointed 
vice-president; Mr. Phillip Lazzari, of Air France, 
trustee ; Mr. Charles Risso, of Aerolineas Argentinas, 
committee member, and Mr. Walter Gurling, Traffic 
Superintendent of British West Indian Airways, 
secretary-treasurer.

New Ship from Sweden. “ Twenty-three West 
Indian seamen left Trinidad on December 12th, for 
Gothenberg, Sweden, to comprise the crew of the new 
bauxite ship, Wanderer, of the Pan Ore Steamship 
Company, bound for Trinidad. Another crew will 
leave the colony on January 2nd for Edinburgh in 
Scotland, to bring the Dispatcher, another bauxite 
vessel, to Trinidad. Both these ships of 8,000 tons 
will be put into operation in the Surinam-Trinidad 
bauxite service of the Alcoa Steamship Company.”
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Agriculture in Mauritius

Centenary of Chamber
The year 1953 marked the centenary of the Mauritius 

Chamber of Agriculture and on November 16th, to 
mark this historic event, a dinner was given by Sir 
Philippe Raffray, London representative of the Chamber, 
at the Dorchester Hotel. He presided over a distin­
guished company which included members of the 
Government and both Houses of Parliament, and leading 
members of the Commonwealth sugar industry.

A magnificent volume entitled Mauritius 1853—1953 
to mark the centenary has been issued by the Chamber. 
It was prepared and published under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Chamber of Agriculture by a committee 
presided over by Mr. René Maigrot, and is introduced 
by the Governor of Mauritius, Sir Hilary Blood. It is 
printed in French and English and contains some striking 
photographs of the main products of the island. The book 
tells of the many and diverse activities of the Chamber 
of Agriculture from sugar to fibre, tea, tobacco and other 
crops. The Foundation, Constitution and Regulations 
of the Chamber are given early in the book and provide 
interesting and informative data.

The Chamber of Agriculture are to be congratulated 
on the attainment of their centenary and on the pro­
duction of this very handsome and commemorative 
volume.

Colonial Appointments

J^ecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following :__

Cousins A G W. (Sergeant of Police, Jamaica), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, St. Vincent.

Gayle C. F F. (Agricultural Officer, Jamaica), Senior Soil 
Conservation Officer, Jamaica.
a H- (Senior Agricultural Officer, Jamaica), Chief
Agricultural Officer (Agronomy), Jamaica. 7

?! H- (Assistant Agricultural Superintendent, 
Antigua), Agricultural Superintendent, Antigua.

McIntosh J. (Principal Assessor, Department of Income Tax 
and Stamp Duties, Jamaica), Assistant Commissioner of Stamp 
Duties, Department of Income Tax and Stamp Duties, Jamaica

Stuart, W. G. (Senior Agricultural Officer, Tamaical Chipf 
Agricultural Officer (Development), Jamaica.

New Appointments
Barnes, R. F., Scientific Officer (Plant Pathologist) Jamaica 
Kolcan, J„ District Medical Officer, Windward Islands

R' R- M-R’C-V-S- ^porary Veterinary

M'B" ChB- ^P^ntending Medieal Officer,

Sbarson, G. J A., M.B., Ch.B„ Medical Officer. Barbados 
Vickers G. C, M.R.C.V.S.. Veterinary Office^ Ja“’

DepartmenGrS^ En8ineer- W”ks and Hydraulics

Correction
tn tbe bst published in the iom

Fairbairn was shown (through no fault of 1SSUe’ S-
appointed Assistant Engineer PnbuiCiRcular) as being 
British Honduras. His °rks Department,
Engineer, Boerasirie ExtenX“^ S ^read: Assistant

U.K. Customs and Excise

Import and Export Lists

^he attention of importers and exporters is draw to 
r the recently published official Import and Export 
Lists setting out the classified descriptions under which, 
as from January 1st, 1954, goods are to be entered with 
the Customs and Excise Department.* Particular 
attention should be paid to the order and grouping of 
the headings which have been rearranged in the 1954 
Lists following the decision to change the commodity 
classification for the external trade statistics of the 
United Kingdom to a system based on the Standard 
International Trade Classification of the United Nations.! 
The individual commodity headings will, in nearly all 
cases, be found to be the same as for 1953, but these 
may be classified in a different part of the Lists. The 
“ Groups ” of the earlier Lists have been replaced by 
“ Divisions ” in the Lists for 1954.

These Lists contain notes for the guidance of traders 
in the preparation by them, or by agents acting on their 
behalf, of the appropriate document required by law 
to be lodged with the Customs and Excise Department 
for goods imported into or exported from the United 
Kingdom. Traders are again reminded that it is from 
these documents that the Statistical Office of the Customs 
and Excise Department compile the statistics of the 
external trade of the United Kingdom, which are pub­
lished by the Stationery Office monthly in an abridged 
form in the Trade and Navigation Accounts, and in 
full detail in the Annual Statement of Trade. It is, 
therefore, essential for the accuracy of the published 
statistics that the information given and declared on the 
Customs Import entry and on the Export Shipping 
Bill or Specification shall be both full and accurate.

Shirts from Bagasse ?

In the previous issue of the Circular (page 330) we 
recorded the formal opening by the Governor-General 
of Australia, at Rhodes, Sydney, of a plant for production 
of the basic raw material for acetate rayon from sugar.

A recent issue of Producers’ Review, the official journal 
of the Queensland Cane Growers’ Association, contains 
the news that towards the end of this year the Philippines 
expects to see the completion of a rayon factory which 
wnl operate on bagasse as its source of raw material.

Rayon dyed and printed fabrics will be manufactured 
and woven for the clothing of the masses.”

The project has been fostered by the Philippine 
Government, and it is estimated that the factory, which 
will cost some ¿A12,500,000 to erect, will produce, 
each year, fabrics worth considerably more than that 
sum. J

38s" 8dJ.P 11S‘ 4d‘)’ °r indexed edition 37s. 6d. (by post

Office Cawbn obtained from H.M. Stationery
bookseller.S y’ London’ W.C.2, and branches, or through any
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Company Reports and Meetings

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields Ltd.
The directors, in their report for the year ended September 

30th, state that the profit, after providing for taxation in Trinidad 
and the United Kingdom, amounts to £584,206, to which is 
added the balance brought forward from last year of £234,298, 
making a total of £818,504. From this is deducted £300,000 
for transfer to general reserve, and £55,000 for the interim 
dividend of 6d. per 5s. unit of stock. The proposed final divi­
dend of 2s. per 5s. unit of stock will absorb £220,000, leaving 
£243,504 to be carried forward.

During the year 77,760 feet have been drilled. Production 
amounted to 2,986,000 barrels of crude oil and 4,058,000 gallons 
of casing-head gasoline and was obtained from 389 wells. De­
liveries amounted to 3,005,000 barrels of crude oil and 4,022,000 
gallons of casing head gasoline.

The Antigua Sugar Factory, Ltd.
In their report for the year ended August 31st, the directors 

state that the amount brought forward from last year was 
£91,263. To this is added the interest thereon, amounting to 
£2,883, provision for taxation in previous years no longer 
required of £3,000, and the profit for the year amounting to 
£92,100, making a total of £189,246. From this is deducted 
£75,250 for provision for taxation, leaving £113,996. Out of 
this’, the directors recommend the payment of a dividend at 
the ’rate of 7| per cent free of income tax, which will absorb 
£14,530, leaving £99,466 to be carried forward.

The crop started on February 2nd and finished on August 6th. 
Canes ground amounted to 245,111 tons and 31,588 tons of sugar 
were produced. The quality of the cane was the best since 
1946 and approximately three-quarters of a ton less cane was 
needed to produce a ton of sugar than in 1952.

The company’s quota of 25,121 tons of sugar was sold to 
the Ministry of Food at £42 6s. 8d. per ton, including £2 15s. Od. 
per ton payable to the Antigua Government as special funds for 
price stabilization, rehabilitation and labour welfare. The 
balance of export sugar amounting to 3,560 tons was sold on the 
open market at about £8 per ton less than the negotiated price.

The first payment for contractors’ cane was 49s. 6.1056d. 
per ton. Contractors were paid 46s. 6d. per ton of cane and the 
balance of 3s. 0.1056d. has now been paid to them. Their share 
of the surplus amounts to 10s. 5.1602d. per ton, making a total 
price of 59s. 11-2658d. per ton of cane.

Outside suppliers’ cane will be paid for at the rate of 5bs. t>a. 
per ton. Below is a summary of crop results for the last five

Sale Price of Sugar per 
ton, f.o.b. ...

years :—
1949 1950 1951 1952 1953

Canes Ground...............
Sugar ...........................
Sucrose in Cane
Fibre in Cane
Sucrose in Bagasse ...
Purity of Juice
Mill Extraction Sucrose

tons 
tons 
% 
% o/ /oOZ /o
%

154,046
18,263
13.15
16.88
2.14

85.46
94.68

246,811
30,681

13.54
16.66

1.85
85.33
95.64

167,401
18,511

12.23
16.27
2.06

84.86
94.50

288,302 
33,684 

12.60 
15.83 

1.89 
85.55 
95.31

245,111
31,588

14.17
18.94
1.97

85.03
95.00

Boiling House Recovery 
Sucrose ........... % 91.43 92.13 91.87 93.41 91.92

Total Recovery of 
Sucrose ...........

Yield of Sugar, 96° poi.
% 
%

86.57
11.86

88.11
12.43

86.82
11.06

89.03
11.68

87.33
12.89

Tons of Cane per ton 
Sugar, 96° poi. 8.43 8.04 9.04 8.56 7.76

£24.9.9 £27.2.11 £30.2.6 £34.11.8 £37.16.10
Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart, the chairman, inhis annual review 

which accompanied the report, states . T nrospects
statement, I drew a somewhat gloomy picture
for the 1953 crop, but I am very happy to say. that, to the 
surprise of all connected with the Ts true
have proved my forecast to be undu y p • below that
that the output of 31,588 tons of sugar tons below tna

of 1952, but the crop
of stand-over canes that shou d excellent weather

»"nwbic^Æ

that the factory has reaped With one or two A
relations with labour continued to be very 

number of records were broken by the factory, which achieved 
its highest 24-hours’ grinding—2,132 tons—and the highest 
average tonnage of cane ground per hour—80.84 tons. It is 
particularly satisfactory to be able to report that this increase 
in the grinding rate did not, as usually happens, result in an 
increase in the time out of cane.

“ Everyone did their best to give the island the utmost 
benefit from the fine crop with which it had been blessed and 
you will be asked to express your appreciation of the work 
of the staff and labour, not only in the factory but also on the 
estates which are not, of course, under the control of the company, 
but on which the factory depends for the regular supply of its 
raw material.

“ I must, however, mention one black spot—the amount of 
' trash ’ sent in with the cane. ‘ Trash ’ is the description 
applied to the dead leaves from the cane and is easily picked 
up when loading cane in the fields. The increased amount 
sent in this year was due perhaps to the enthusiasm shown in 
loading but I would urge, on all concerned, that greater care 
should be taken to load clean cane, leaving the ‘ trash ’ in the 
fields. It is bone dry and contains no sugar, but if sent to the 
factory, goes through the mills and comes out containing a 
percentage of sugar which is inevitably lost with bagasse. The 
sugar lost in this way amounts to about 2 per cent of the weight 
of bagasse so that if we mill 25 tons of ' trash ’ per day, and that 
is probably an under estimate for the past crop, we lose half a 
ton of sugar each day.

“ Weather throughout 1953 has been very unfavourable for 
growing cane. I am afraid that I must once more forecast a 
serious reduction in the coming crop and fear that my pessimism 
this time is likely to prove only too well founded, as it begins 
to look as though Antigua may be passing through- one of those 
periods of drought which have a way of lasting a couple of years.

“ Recently there have been light rains and, though these 
cannot do much for next crop, they will help a little and are of 
great benefit to the young sprouts for the 1955 plant cane.

“ Public holidays during crop caused more complications than 
usual, with Whit Monday being followed closely by the Corona­
tion. There were two extra days’ holiday during which the 
happy event was celebrated throughout the island with great 
rejoicing, but everyone was back at work bright and early the 
following morning. .

“ Last year I pointed out that the ‘ Negotiated Price to be 
paid by the Ministry of Food applied to only 25,648 tons of 
Antigua sugar, but said that this should cover the island’s 
exportable sugar for the crop. This forecast was upset by the 
increased output and 2,000 tons of ' free ’ sugar had to be sold 
at a price approximately £8 per ton less than the Negotiated 

Pr^The ‘ Negotiated Price ’ for next year has been fixed at £41 

per ton, a reduction of £1 6s. 8d. per ton on the price for last 
year. According to the formula under which the price is calcu­
lated this lower figure is mainly due to the reduction in the cost 
of supplies, particularly bags and fertilizers.

St. Kitts (London) Sugar Factory, Ltd.
IN their report for the year ended August 31st, the directors 
1 state that it will be seen from the St. Kitts (Basse Terre) 
Sugar Factory, Ltd. accounts [see below] that, compared with 
the previous financial year, the smaller dividends payable to 
the London company by the Basse Terre company is accounted 
for by reduced profits together with increased requirements 
for taxation—the provision of which falls on the A share­
holders. The increase in taxation, add the directors, arises 
mainly from a whole year’s charge for excess profits levy to­
gether with the disallowance for taxation purposes of the 
provision for reserve for replacement of fixed assets and a pro- 
nortion of the depreciation on fixed assets.
P The profit for the year amounts to £37,045. After deducting 
£16 736 for income tax and profits tax, there remains £20,309, 
which added to the balance brought forward from last year of 
£110 065, makes a total of £130,374. Out of this, the directors 
recommend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 15 per cent, 
free of income tax, which will absorb £19,500, leaving £110,874 

tOAt a^extrao^ general meeting held on December 29th,
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immediately following the annual general meeting, shareholders 
agreed to a proposal to increase the borrowing powers of the 
company to ¿750,000.
St. Kitts (Basse Terre) Sugar Factory, Ltd.

The directors, in their report for the year ended August 31st, 
state that the surplus amounted to ¿253,554, to be allocated 
as follows: to “A” shareholders ¿116,624; staff bonus 
¿10,153; “B” shareholders ¿162; and contractors ¿126,615.

The amount of ¿116,624 at the credit of “ A ” shareholders 
has been carried to “ A ” shareholders’ appropriation account 
and this account has also been credited with ¿3,000 provided 
for taxation in previous years, now no longer required, thus 
making a total to be dealt with of ¿119,624. Provision for 
taxation absorbs ¿101,250 and the directors recommend that 
the balance of ¿18,374 be paid to the “ A ” shareholders.

The crop started on January 12th and finished on August 
29th. The cane delivered to the factory fell short of last year’s 
record figure by about 16,000 tons, but the sugar produced 
exceeded that of the 1952 crop by nearly 1,000 tons owing to 
the better quality of the cane.

The company’s quota of 30,883 tons of raw sugar was sold to 
the Ministry of Food at the negotiated price of ¿42 6s. 8d. per 
ton including ¿2 15s. Od. per ton payable to the St. Kitts Presi­
dency as special funds for price stabilization, rehabilitation, and 
labour welfare. The remainder of the crop, after allowing for 
local sales, was sold in the open market and averaged about 
¿8 per ton less than the negotiated price.

The first payment for canes was 48s. 0.1073d. per ton. The 
contractor’s share of the surplus amounts to 6s. 0.0582d. per 
ton, making a total price of 54s. 0.1655d.

Below is a summary of crop results for the past five years :—

Canes Ground... ... 1 
Sugar.............................1
Sucrose in Cane 
Fibre in Cane 
Sucrose in Bagasse ... 
Purity of Juice 
Mill Extraction Sucrose 
Boiling HouseRecovery 
Total Recovery of

Sucrose ...............
Yield of Sugar 96 deg. 
Tons of Cane per Ton 

Sugar 96 deg.
Sale Price of Sugar per 

Ton, f.o.b. ...
In his annual review, which

1949 1950 1951 1952 1953
tons 298,414 342,167 381,933 446,142 430,243
tons 35,668 41,205 44,272 50,614 51,579

% 13.06 13.15 12.80 12.65 13.29
% 13.58 14.37 13.62 13.19 15.13
% 2.49 2.55 3.07 3.15 3.42
% 84.59 85.68 84.85 82.97 84.50
% 95.09 94.60 93.51 93.51 92.46
% 92.41 92.93 93.00 92.10 93.65
0/ /o 87.87 87.92 86.96 86.12 86.59
% 11.95 12.04 11.59 11.35 11.99

8.37 8.30 8.63 8.82 8.34
£23.12.3 £27.1.7 £29.6.6 £35.0.3 £35.19.5

, . -------  accompanies the report, the
chairman, Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart, states : “ Once more the 
factory has made a record crop, 51,579 tons as against 50,614 
tons last year, which was our previous record. At the beginning 
of the year it looked as though we might make 55,000 tons but 
very dry weather during the crop prevented the later canes 
developing as might have been expected, and it was soon clear 
that we would fall short of that figure. Then labour adopted 
a go slow policy, for reasons not connected with any industrial 
dispute, and as a result the factory was compelled to close down 

having nearly 9,000 tons of cane unreaped.
+k Through 2118 short-sighted policy everyone, connected with 
the island, suffered. The factory produced over 1,000 tons less 
sugar than it should have done, so that factory labour lost 
production bonus to the tune of | per cent on their earning 
for the year The absence of the profits which would have arisen 
on this 1,000 tons affected the price of cane to the planters and 
consequently the bonus to estate labour, which had already 
lost the wages that would have been paid for harvesting thX 
cane. Furthermore there is the loss of wages which wou^have 
been paid for cultivating and replanting the land which is still 
occupied by this stand-over cane. The Government lost d ?eS v 
by the export tax on this sugar and indirectlv a Uy
which it would have collected from another 000 
coming into the island. otner ¿35,000 or so

the installation of new mills and 89’° • Thls 1S due to 

resources of the Basse Terre company should be very con­
siderably increased. With this in view, the directors have 
deemed it expedient to create a reserve for replacement of fixed 
assets, and ¿25,000 has been provided during the year under 
review.

" Since last January the island has suffered from dry weather 
which not only reduced the past crop by hindering the growth 
of cane to be reaped in the latter part of the season, but has 
had a very detrimental effect on next year’s crop. Some parts 
of the island have recently been getting more rain which will 
help their crop to some extent. Other parts, however, are still 
very dry and we must certainly anticipate a reduction in output 
next year. It is too early yet to hazard a guess at what this 
may amount to, so I will not try to prophesy beyond saying 
that the 1954 crop will certainly not come up to those reaped 
in the past two years.

“ I should like to express our thanks to the manager and his 
staff for their excellent work during the past year. Preparations 
for the installation of the new plant have meant that a con­
siderable amount of extra work has been thrown upon them in a 
year when they have already had to deal with the processing 
of a record crop.

“ The ' Negotiated Price ’ for next year has now been fixed at 
¿41 per ton, ¿1 6s. 8d. per ton below that for last year. Accord­
ing to the formula under which the price is calculated this 
i eduction is mainly due to the fall in the cost of supplies, especialy 
bags and fertilizers. As you may remember this price applies 
to approximately 31,000 tons of our export sugar and the 
balance has to be sold on the open market where values at 
present are ¿8 to ¿10 per ton lower.”

Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd.
In the course of his annual statement, which accompanies the 

report and accounts, the chairman, Mr. Simon J. Vos, states
Having regard to world conditions in general and the 

highly competitive state of the oil industry in particular, the 
results of the group’s activities for the year give cause for satis­
faction.

Although no extensive new crude oil reservoir was discovered 
increased drilling led to extensions of proven territory at some 
of our oil fields in Trinidad. In consequence, production, 
potential and oil reserves improved.

Refinery throughput continued to rise, and the catalytic 
cracking and associated plants operated to capacity in the 
production of high grade products for the United Kingdom and 
other markets.

• Throughout the greater part of the year under review no 
major change occurred in crude and product price structures, 
following the fuel oil price reductions suffered at the outset, 
towards the end of the year, however, there were moderate 
increases in oil prices generally, which have not been fully 
maintained in the case of certain products.
■ gher sales volumes, particularly of light products, resulted 
¡^ increased revenue, but this was more than offset by the 
rXS operating costs and fall in freight rates to which I 
fnX + la? year’ .however, as a consequence of a reduction 

lower group’s net profit was only slightly
lower than m the preceding year. J

Field Operations 
comnanV^^^^a+^n11 be S.®U Pleased with the results of the 
th^foX^ Phase’. years aS°
promising tnda production position looked somewhat un- 
factorvfua^ improved. New oil of satis-
again increased and been found, potential and reserves have 
satisfactorv sitnaf w® have reason to be hopeful that this 
satisfactory situation will continue.
that oRthe n^vin^ crude oil produced by the group exceeded 
of drilling effort nnS tbe greater concentration
?oint Steres^ ^^shed fields and the success of outstep 
Xie a^ m the Barrackpore-Clarke Road area

“ I referred to thiG°CCUr^ln^ at feet is being developed.
ated drillino- wo area last year and mentioned that acceler- 
betnove^^ UntU problems had

on a joint-interest more wells have been completed,
have-not ^5 1 ^erred to previously
trated has been of m maked extent as the sandstone pene- 
satisfactory flow of a morecompleted wells bid fair’tX ™uch is this the case that the 

"The increased fnnfo among the largest in Trinidad.
proven territory at sorn?" fd haS to 501116 extensions of 

mrory at some of our fields. Extensive seismic
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surveys have continued and, dependent on these results, it 
may be necessary to test the indications obtained with the 
drill.

“ The absorption plant for the recovery of liquid products 
from natural gas at our Forest Reserve field is operating satis­
factorily.

“ We are persisting in our efforts to conserve natural gas and 
to obtain improved oil recovery. The gas injection schemes at 
Forest Reserve, which have been in operation for over eight 
years, are at last arriving at the point at which an economic 
return for our perseverance can be expected. In the current 
year one of these projects, at which the wells have remained 
closed in for a long time to permit pressure build-up, will be put 
on production. Some of the wells in this area which were 
originally being pumped are now flowing again and we are 
encouraged to believe that additional payable crude will also be 
recovered. On the strength of these results, more compressor 
equipment has been ordered for injecting natural gas into new 
pressure maintenance zones.

“ Also in the sphere of secondary recovery we are undertaking 
an initial experiment in water flooding in a small area at Guaya- 
guayare with the object of winning from it residual oil otherwise 
unobtainable.

“ Other results of our field studies are now finding practical 
application in field operations. Amongst these, gravel packing 
of soft sand wells, improved drilling performance measures and 
plugging of water sands with viscous oil base compounds have 
given encouraging results, and all personnel concerned are to be 
congratulated on the progress they have made in this phase of 
our operations.

Refining

“ The throughput of the Trinidad refinery at 27,143,500 barrels 
was again above that of the previous year. As in the past, the 
total crude was made up of indigenous production and purchases, 
imported purchases and crude processed for others, all of which 
necessarily involve the processing of a large number of different 
types of crude. Although this complicates refining operations 
it enables us to manufacture products of the highest quality.

“ Moreover the refinery, which has been a supplier of large 
quantities of high octane spirit for the aviation industry, is now 
also manufacturing aviation turbine fuel in substantial quantities.

“ In addition to the catalytic cracking and associated plants, 
which operated to capacity, the improvement of existing plants, 
associated with the refinery modernization scheme in Trinidad, 
was completed early in the year. Two of the Dubbs thermal 
cracking units were modified for vis-breaking operation whilst 
a third unit was modified to give a higher gasoline yield from 
thermal cracking. New re-run and treating units were brought 
on stream and have operated satisfactorily.

“ The construction of the additional tankage and jetty facilities 
to which I referred last year is in hand. On completion these 
should greatly facilitate the efficient handling and dispatch of 
products.

“ I am pleased to record that our relations with all companies 
from whom we purchase, or on whose behalf we process crude, 
continue on a friendly basis.

Research and Development

“ The progress of the company in the field of refining and petro­
chemical development can be regarded as very satisfactory. 
New products are being steadily developed, some of which are in 
commercial production and being sold.

“ The plant for the manufacture of di-isobutylene, to which 
reference was made last year, was brought into operation, as 
also was a new plant for increased sulphur recovery.

“ In full collaboration with the company in which we have a 
half interest, mentioned last year, considerable work has been 
undertaken on the manufacture of chemicals derived from 
petroleum and other raw materials, and we look forward to a 
steady growth of this business.

“ Our long association with Universal Oil Products Co. both 
in regard to refining operations and development projects 
continues on a satisfactory basis.

Purchasing
" Last year I made reference to the increase in the value of 

stocks of stores being carried and you will notice that this year 
the figure has again risen. This was partly due to the continued 
rise in prices during the year under review and the fulfilment 
of orders for essential material long overdue. inched nn

“ I have been concerned at the amount of capital locked up 

in this manner. It has never been our policy to indulge in un­
necessary stock-piling, but during the period of shortages of 
critical material it was essential to build up sufficient reserves 
to meet eventualities and to cover long delays in delivery, if we 
were to avoid any interruption of our operations in Trinidad.

“ With the cessation of hostilities in Korea and the ameliora­
tion of the general supply position, steps have been taken to 
reduce bulk stocks to an economic minimum, and I look forward 
to this being reflected in the accounts for the coming year.

“ However, with the ever increasing size and complexity of 
our plants and the widening scope of our operations, the amount 
of capital tied up in this manner is bound to be substantial.

Marketing
United Kingdom

“ Regent Oil Company Ltd., which is jointly and equally 
owned by your company and the California Texas Corporation, 
is a comparatively young concern. Its development and 
progress in recent years to its present position of importance in 
the United Kingdom oil industry is a remarkable record of 
achievement of which any company could well be proud.

It is with great pleasure that I am able to inform stockholders 
of the outstanding success that the marketing of Regent Oil Co’s, 
premium brand ‘ Regent T.T.* has had with the motoring 
public. Its quality is its best advertisement and the motorist 
knows now he is buying a motor spirit which will give the very 
best results.

“ The position of Regent Oil Co. with the retail trade is first 
class and its nation-wide distribution is a tribute to all those 
responsible for its management.

“ Once again I have to express our sincere appreciation of the 
support and co-operation which ‘ Regent ’ has enjoyed from its 
ever-growing family of customers, both dealers and commercial 
consumers.

“ I acknowledge also the continued help and co-operation so 
freely given by the California Texas Corporation, our partners 
in the Regent Oil Company.
Caribbean

“ The marketing of products in this area by our subsidiary 
and associated companies continued to show good progress.

Shipping

" All ships in the company’s service operated satisfactorily 
and the increased requirements for shipment of crude and 
products were fully met.

“ With the large amount of new tanker tonnage becoming 
available and exceeding the increase in oil movements, there 
was a progressive decline in voyage market rates particularly 
in the last quarter of the financial year under review. Since 
then there has been no improvement, and in view of the world 
wide situation and the large tonnages laid up, this position is 
likely to obtain for some time. It is hoped, however, that with 
increasing demand for oil and the scrapping of older tankers, 
freight rates will in due course return to a more economic level.

“ Apart from the new tanker now under construction and 
necessary for our operations, stockholders will be glad to be 
assured that the company has no order for new vessels or onerous 
long term charters.

Canada

“ With regard to the fields side we are, as yet, unable to report 
any major developments.

“ Lease prices in Alberta have risen to heights which have 
made purchases doubtfully remunerative and our Canadian 
subsidiary company has therefore deemed it wise to reduce 
considerably its leasing activities in the proven and semi­
proven areas close to the developed fields.

“ There are indications that peak conditions in leasing and 
development activities have arrived in Alberta, and, failing any 
new major discovery, some recession is imminent, when better- 
opportunities may offer for the acquisition of proven areas.

“ In the meantime interests have been acquired in exploration 
ventures in extensive areas which have not yet attracted a great 
deal of attention because communications are difficult and 
geological information is sparse. Much geological and geophysical 
work will have to be carried out on these concessions in order to 
evaluate them and, since these concessions are very large, they 
have the merit of offering speculative prospects in a variety of 
geological structures and horizons.

“ It is hoped, therefore, that in the not too far distant future 
we may be fortunate in encountering favourable structures
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offering prospects of good production. However, stockholders 
must appreciate that prospecting for oil in Western Canada is a 
slow and expensive business. Our subsidiary company main­
tains a strong team in this phase of its operations and no oppor­
tunity will be lost to take advantage of any prospect that shows 
real promise.

“ The Port Credit refinery has operated to capacity throughout 
the year, and consideration is now being given to its expansion 
and the installation of the necessary plant and equipment to 
take care of the growing market commitments.

“ Sales from company stations have been expanded and the 
demand from the public and large commercial consumers has 
increased as also has the number of marketing outlets. I am 
further glad to be able to tell you that in the opening up of new 
territory our ‘ Regent ’ trade-mark finds a ready response.

Trinidad Northern Areas Limited

“ The seismic surveys carried out in the marine areas surround­
ing Trinidad during 1952 have given indications of the presence 
of structures which it is justified to test with the drill. Therefore 
we and our partners, the Shell and Anglo-Iranian groups, are 
taking the necessary steps to construct and place in position 
the heavy sea platforms which will be required. These costly 
and hazardous operations are being undertaken by our Shell 
group partners who have experience in marine drilling elsewhere 
in the world.

“It is almost certain that petroleum exists under the sea 
surrounding Trinidad and in fact some local companies are 
already drilling productive wells by deviated drilling from the 
shore edge. It remains to be seen, however, whether oil in 
sufficient quantities exists to pay for the expense of marine 
platform drilling with costs greatly in excess of land operations.

“ At the year end the company on behalf of Trinidad Northern 
Areas Ltd. had spudded in a deep well at Charu ma in order to 
test a large block of leases in the centre of the island.

Industrial Development

"It is satisfactory to note that in spite of certain dissident 
factors, the colony of Trinidad and Tobago continues to enjoy 
stable and responsible government. For this, credit is due to 
the Governor, his ministers, official advisers and all those who 
devote their efforts towards sound government in the island. 
It is also gratifying to note that the general economy of the 
colony continues to show a satisfactory balance.

It is hoped, too, that in spite of the subversive influences 
now at work in the Caribbean area, which are organized and 
directed against British democracy and law and order, the 
sound sense of the people will prevail and that stable govern­
ment will continue in the colony.

“ Unless the government and the people demonstrate to the 
outside world that this is so, they must realize that, in spite of 
all the incentives offered to new industries, the fresh capital and 
technical skill, so essential to the colony, will not be forthcoming. 
In consequence Trinidad will lack the means necessary for the 
maintenance, let alone the improvement, of its present standards.

I feel bound at this stage to refer to the report on industrial 
development in the British West Indies recently issued by the 
Colonial Office, being the findings of a mission of United Kingdom 
industrialists. The members of the mission dealing with the 
influence of government on industrial development have stated 
that tax concessions granted under the colonies’ ‘ Pioneer 
Industries Ordinances have had the ' unfortunate effect ’ of 
tending to encourage investment from countries other than the 
United Kingdom. They further state that while they recognize 
tins is primarily due to the high rate of United Kingdom income 
tax, they find it difficult to recommend that the United Kingdom 
should modify its taxation practice to meet this position as the 
mission is not satisfied that the pioneer industries legislation 
is likely to be a real and continued contribution to sound in­
dustrial development.

“ I must express my astonishment and concern at such an 
unfortunate conclusion having been reached by the members of 
the mission Surely the British West Indies are entitled to 

from countries other than the United King­
dom for the good of the economy of the islands concerned > 
nnt°bi° that United Kingdom taxation practice should

t b® 5°dl?ed S° aS to facilltate the flow of capital from the 
1° th°Se colonies leaves me with the impression 

full and dueXi^ m°St imP°rtant matter its

‘ Personally, I am convinced that if Her Majesty’s Govern­

ment will give the necessary encouragement by modifying the 
United Kingdom tax position, which tends to stifle the proper 
development of colonial enterprise, then many more United 
Kingdom concerns will be attracted to extend their activities 
in and to the British West Indies, provided, as the mission 
rightly emphasizes, the general political atmosphere is not 
hostile to private enterprise.

Extension of Contract

" I should like to tell you of a rather important development 
for the company. Some four years ago we made a contract for 
the supply of crude oil with an important producer. Within 
the last weeks since my visit to the United States we have been 
able to extend that crude oil contract for a very considerable 
quantity to be delivered to our refinery in Trinidad over the 
next ten to twelve years.

“ I can tell you that it is a contract very satisfactory to this 
company and I will go so far as to say that it is equally satis­
factory to the supplier, which is the best form of contract one 
can have, and it does ensure that your refinery will be able to 
operate at maximum during the next ten to twelve years.

" I would also mention that our new tanker will be launched 
on January 18th by the Princess Royal. As you know. Her 
Royal Highness went to Trinidad last year in one of the company’s 
tankers. We have managed to obtain the name of Regent Royal 
for the new tanker. I think it is rather nice. It will com­
memorate her visit and help to maintain her interest in the 
island. I should just like to add that her visit acted as a con­
siderable tonic to everybody there.

Staff and Labour

“ The labour situation throughout the group’s operations has 
been reasonably satisfactory, and there have been only minor 
stoppages of work during the year.

“ The new agreement with the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union 
in Trinidad to which I referred last year was duly signed.

“ The company’s training schemes for apprentices and students 
have continued. In addition, to improve the standard of super­
vision and efficiency, particularly at foreman and charge-hand 
level, a course of training was inaugurated for personnel in this 
category.

“ The Regent school for children of the staff continues to 
maintain a high educational standard and the increase in the 
number of pupils has necessitated a further extension to the 
school buildings. As a consequence the school has now been 
split into primary and secondary sections, the latter preparing 
pupils for the General Certificate of Education examination.

" In addition to the employees’ schools with which it is already 
concerned, the company has contributed substantially towards 
the building of a further new school and has also accepted the 
government s invitation to assist in providing management 
for their schools in the vicinity of Pointe-a-Pierre. The com- 

s chaplain has made this good work his special responsibility.
The company’s safety department in Trinidad continues to 

achieve excellent results in the prevention of accidents to all 
personnel and it is worthy of note that awards of merit from the 
American Petroleum Institute were presented to the Refinery 
Electrical and Roads Departments on completion of 2,000,000 
and 1,000,000 man hours respectively without disabling injury.

The company continues to support and encourage the sports 
activities of all its personnel through the Leaseholds Amateur 
sports whose activities are outstanding in the colony.

In addition to improvements to club and sports amenities, 
the company continued to provide the necessary housing and 
accommodation for key personnel on the refinery and oil fields.”

B.W.LS.A.
In announcing, in the Circular for November, 1953, 

thât the Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood, of Jamaica, had been 
elected chairman of the British West Indies Sugar 
Association for the ensuing year, we stated that it was 
expected that the headquarters of the association would 

e transferred from Trinidad to Jamaica early in the
New Year. J
. ™ov$,has now taken place and the new address 
is Myrtle Bank Hotel, Kingston. Cables should be 
addressed to ‘ Bwisugar, Kingstonja.”
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West Indian Passenger List Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, December 15th :—

Barbados

Booker Line
Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S.

Armitage), Liverpool, December 18th :— 
Mr. & Mrs. M. W. Fraser Mr. R. F. Harbord
Mr. A. M. Greenland 
Mrs. V. A. Hadow

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. 
Gjertsen), Liverpool, December 31st :— 
Mrs. L. M. Davies Mr. T. C. Hill
Mr. A. Fernandes Mr. E. B. Shepherd

Prominent (Captain C.

Mrs. U. Shepherd 
Mrs. M. J. Wreford

Royal Mail Lines
Sailings to Jamaica and Bahamas in s.s. Ebro (Captain L. T. 

Peterson), London, December 11th :— 
Mrs. M. Embleton Mrs. G. Odom Mr. & Mrs. L. Wilmin
Mr. & Mrs. L. C. Fyffe H.E. Lord & Lady 
Miss A. E. Hollingworth Trefgame

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Oranjestad 

(Captain N. F. M. van Deun), Plymouth, December 14th :—- 
Mr. P. Boukis Mr. A. Hamid Mr. M. Loizos
Miss W. G. By noe 
Mr. I. Compothellas 
Mr. E. C. Doudney

Home arrivals from the West Indies, 
mouth, December 18th :— 
Mr. P. D. Arjune Mr. & Mrs. J. Faria

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica and Trinidad in s.s. Golfito 

(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, December 4th :—
Jamaica 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Harbord 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Jessop

Mr. L. Cussons 
Mr. D. Dawson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Groves

Mrs. G. G. Bayne 
Miss E. M. Cambridge 
Mr. I. De Haarte 
Miss Firth 
Mr. R. D. Fowler 
Miss D. J. Hamilton 
Mr. W. H. Irwin

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Matina (Captain R. A. 
Laycock), London, December 15th :— 
Mr. J. Doherty Mrs. O. Hoad Mr. H. McLean
Mr. F. Gooden Miss M. Hoad Mr. E. Walker

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain R. W.
Lundy), Avonmouth, December 16th :—
Mr. J. Barnett 
Mrs. E. Beccan 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bird 
Miss I. Burke 
Miss C. Burrowes 
Miss L. Chan 
Major G. Dadson 
Mr. J. C. Dawson 
Mr. A. Dowsey 
Miss E. Elliott

Home arrivals
Bull), Avonmouth, December 29th :—
Mr. S. R. Bryan 
Mr. H. Christian 
Mr. S. Duncan 
Miss C. M. Ennis 
Mr. V. Francis 
Miss D. M. Gordon
Mr. L. Gray 
Miss B. Gray 
Major E. Hampson 
Mr. K. S. Henry

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain W. J. Dodd) 
Avonmouth, December 11th :—
Mrs. E. M. Allen 
Mr. J. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bonnell 
Mr. N. H. Booth 
Mrs. E. M. Brooke 
Hon. R. Burke 
Mr. R. A. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Cook 
Miss K. M. Cook 
Miss V. E. Dale 
Mr. I. C. Daley 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Döring 
Mr. W. Douglas-Brown 
Miss I. L. Dujon 
Brigadier & Mrs. Dunlop 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Elson

Mr. & Mrs. P. A. Howe 
Miss Howe

Mr. G. Joensson 
Mr. I. Kyladitis

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Jowett 
Miss J. C. McCall 
Miss F. E. Marshall 
Mr. E. P. Minett
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Philipps 
Col. J. F. Phipps

Misses Flowers 
Miss H. Guy 
Mr. T. Hogarth 
Miss M. Llewellyn 
Mrs. P. Lough 
Miss C. McDonald 
Mr. K. Mendes 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Müler 
Mr. W. Morgan 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Morley

from Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H.

Mrs. E. Lafayette 
Miss L. Lafayette 
Miss B. M. Lindsay 
Miss P. McKay 
Misses Minott (2) 
Mr. S. G. Moody 
Mrs. V. Neufville 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Renfrew 
Lt. William P. Roach

Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Hay- 
Shaw

Mr. J. B. Hill
Mr. O. E. Ho-Yen 
Sister I. M. James 
Rev. & Mrs. S. Larwood 
Miss A. J. Larwood 
Mr. E. C. Levey 
Miss F. E. Luther 
Mr. E. W. March
Mr. & Mrs. A. R- Millar 
Miss L. V. Milner 
Lady Moss 
Miss M. A. Myers
Mr. R. Potts

Mr. E. A. Lee
Mr. R. O. Mohabir
Mr. & Mrs. E. T. Stephens

Mr. & Mrs. A. Mureson
Mr. & Mrs. C. Upton

in m.s. Bonaire, Ply-

Mr. C. A. Roberts

Dr. & Mrs. G. G. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Sturgess 
Miss C. A. Wotherspoon

Miss S. Ramjohn 
Miss R. D. Slade 
Mrs. I. Starzynska 
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Traylem 
Mr. & Mrs. T. F. Twist 
Mr. & Mrs. L. G. Urich

Miss A. Nelson
Miss D. Pierce
Mr. S. Pinnock
Mr. & Mrs. J. Scatcherd
Mr. & Mrs. L. Tate
Mr. B. Tindall
Miss Y. Trotman
Mr. & Mrs. H. Versey
Mr. E. Whittingham
Mr. P. Young

Mr. H. C. Rose
Capt. I. M. Sharpe
Mr. C. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. H. W. Smith
Miss R. D. Sutton
Miss S. M. Tapper 
Captain I. B. Thomas 
Miss M. J. Webb 
Miss V. E. Williams

Mr. F. E. Randall 
Miss P. M. Robins 
Dr. F. E. Roper 
Miss R. Rushie-Grey 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Ryle-

Davies
Mr. W. J. Stewart 
Miss M. Swinburne 
Captain B. H. Symons-

Jeune
Mr. & Mrs. L. Thompson 
Miss P. I. Thorburn 
Mr. G. D. Vivers 
Mr. & Mrs. G. P. White 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Wüliams 

Mr. I. C. Child 
Mr. C. H. Cole 
Mrs. A. M. Copland 
Mrs. S. Crabtree 
Lady De Freitas 
Mr. & Mrs. H. De Pass 
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Dodds
Mr. & Mrs. T. R. Hall

Dr. & Mrs. C. E. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Benson 
Mrs. F. E. Booth 
Miss A. Booth
Mrs. G. L. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. J. Buchanan 
Lt.-Col. & Hon. Mrs.

H. M. Davson

Mr. & Mrs. V. T. Ashley 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Brook 
Mrs. I. M. Buchanan 
Mr. C. H. Corfield

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, December 22nd —-

Barbados

Mrs. K. P. Chaffee

Mr. & Mrs. K. W. Barr
Mrs. G. M. Cant
Miss D. J. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. C. Littlepage
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Mahon

Major & Mrs R. Bakewell 
Mr. J. A. Brooke
Mr. & Mrs. R. O. Burlison
Mrs. J. R. Campbell
Dr. & Mrs. D. Degazon
Mr. C. E. Dick

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
(Captain T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, January 5th.

Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. R. Abel-Smith 
Miss D. Abel-Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Brady 
Col. & Mrs. V. F. Craig 
Cdr. & Mrs. O. C. Giddy

Mr. & Mrs. J. Adamson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Billyeald 
Brig. N. R. Cosby 
Dr. B. K. Davison 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M. Fell

Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Balon 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Catlow 
Miss W. A. Curtis 
Mrs. V. Ducksbury 
Mrs. K. H. Elletson

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain R. Miault), 
Southampton, December 8th :—
Mr. R. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. R. Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Alleyne 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Antunovich 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Argenti 
Mr. F. Banton 
Mr. S. Barnes 
Mr. R. Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. A. Beach 
Mr. M. Beramsingh 
Mr. G. Bhatia 
Miss L. Bone 
Mrs. J. Brierley 
Mr. J. Britton 
Lady Broughton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Brown 
Mrs. A. Christiani 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Culpan 
Miss D. Dacosta 
Mrs. M. Dalton 
Mr. A. Davis 
Miss G. Dawson 
Mrs. D. De Heredia 
Mr. & Mrs. D. De Lima 
Mr. G. Des Iles 
Miss C. Des Iles 
Mr. C. De Souza 
Mr. K. Douglas

Mr. A. A. Hinds 
Mr. J. G. Howell 
Mr. H. B. Jones 
Mr. L. A. Knight 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Kolcan 
Capt. Sir Arthur & Lady

Morrell

Trinidad

Mrs. L. Farfan 
Mr. J. A. Farfan 
Mrs. O. M. Forbes 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. C. Gilbert 
Mr. H. Hope-Ross 
Mr. I. M. Hopkins 
Mr. & Mrs. I. A. McBride 
Dr. P. Pau

Jamaica

Mr. R. S. Cruickshank 
Mrs. A. Delaney 
Mrs. G. Eisner
Mrs. N. S. Hope-Bell

Mr. & Mrs. H. W. Clarke 
Trinidad

Mr. & Mrs. J. H. McLea 
Miss G. A. McLea
Mr. C. A. Miller
Mr. F. W. Milling
Mr. R. E. Mofford

Jamaica

Mrs. A. L. Garcia
Miss L. E. Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Langdon
Mr. C. D. McLachlan
Miss D. M. McLachlan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Merrick

Mr. & Mrs. C. C. Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. H. W. King 
Sub-Lieut. E. M. Marks 
Mr. S. Mellor
Mrs. B. Philipson 

Trinidad

Miss H. Fletcher 
Mrs. S. E. Haise 
Mr. E. Hannam 
Mr. P. Hind
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Jones 

Jamaica

Mr. W. E. Fell
Col. A. A. Fenn
Dr. & Mrs. B. D. Jelliffe 
Mrs. B. M. Johnstone 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Leeson

French Line

Miss V. Douglas 
Miss H. Drew-Butcher 
Mr. G. Drummond 
Mr. A. France 
Mr. A. Fung Kee Fung 
Miss K. George 
Mr. H. Gooding 
Mr. C. W. Greenidge 
Sir & Lady A. Harris 
Mr. A. Hassan-Ali 
Mr. A. Holbrook 
Mrs. E. Jack 
Miss S. Jagessar 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Jailal 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Kervick 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles King 
Mr. & Mrs. Cuthbert King 
Mr. M. Lewsey 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Loftus 
Miss K. London 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Mackenzie-

Smith 
Mr. C. McClean 
Miss S. Mandeville 
Mrs. W. Mann 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Manohar 

Maharaj 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Meyer 
Miss A. Murray

{Continued on next page)

Mr. & Mrs. R. Norris 
Mrs. J. M. Owen 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M.

Ramsay-Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. B. E. Rolfe 
Mrs. M. Stone 
Mrs. A. E. Wiles

Dr. J. H. Pierre 
Miss E. E. Raymond 
Mr. J. R. Rickwood 
Mr. & Mrs. P. M. Roy 
Mr. & Mrs. T. G. Savill 
Mr. & Mrs. B. L. Shaw 
Mr. J. S. White

Mr. & Mrs. S. M. Jay 
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Loxley 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Shaw 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Turner

Mrs. N. Moore Anderson 
Mr. B. S. Richards 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. M. Scott 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Williams

Miss B. N. Sims
Miss E. A. Snell
Mr. F. Townshend
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Trevitt
Mr. A. H. Vidiarthi
Dr. & Mrs. H. Whitelocke

Col. & Mrs. E. J. Pike 
Mr. G. H. Powell 
Mr. & Mrs. Trimingham 
Sub-Lieut. C. Williams

Mr. & Mrs. A. McWilliam 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J.Mottram 
Miss P. Reid
Mr. P. E. Turner
Miss J. Wülcocks

Mrs. E. Marshall
Miss E. Morris
Miss D. M. Philips
Mrs. E. J. M. Vickers
Mrs. W. E. Whittaker

Sir & Lady C. Newton 
Sir & Lady J. Nixon 
Mr. V. Norwood 
Mr. G. Odom 
Mrs. M. Powell 
Mrs. M. Price 
Mr. J. Renwick 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Rowlands 
Mrs. P. Russell 
Mr. R. Sanower 
Mrs. G. Schwartz 
Miss L. Sinanan 
Mrs. M. Stuart Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Southey 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Staunton 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Stevens 
Miss M. Sue-Ping 
Mrs. C. Trotman 
Mr. D. Underwood 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Van

Den Berg 
Mrs. F. Wakefield-

Saunders 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Walker 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Warner 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Webber 
Misses Weyrauch (2) 
Mr. C. White 
Mr. & Mrs. C. White
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The Markets
January 8th, 1954

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for Latest Price
Latest Year Quotation January 5th,1953.

24
34

Consols 
War Loan ...

63 J 
84f

654 
85J

57
77

59
79

10 Angostura Bitters ... 30/- 40/—xd 42/6 47/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/-xd 31/3 33/9
*74 Antigua Sugar Factory 17/- 18/- 16/- 18/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 43/9 46/3 40/74 43/14
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 38/6 41/6 33/6 36/6

♦fio Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 26/3 28/9 31/14 31/6
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/— 21/3 21/9
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/- 1/44 1/6 2/—

10^ Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/- 2/6 2/- 2/6
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 19/6 20/6 17/6 19/6

♦6 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/— 6/- 7/- 4/44 4/104
22| Kern Oil Co. 4/— 13/6 14/6 14/9 15/9xd
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 36/- 37/- 25/6 27/6
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/44 1/104 1/6 2/-
14 Royal Bank of Canada §10 275/- 295/- 230/- 250/-

♦15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 56/- 58/- 57/6 58/9
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 18/9 20/- 16/6 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 24/9 25/9xd 18/6 19/6

♦20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ., 18/3 19/3J 27/- 28/-
♦184 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 21/6 23/- 23/9 26/3

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 21/- 22/- 19/6 20/6xd
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/74 5/14xd 3/3 4/3xd

*124 United British Oilfields 6/8 21/104 23/9 22/6 23/9*5?s West Indies Sugar ... 25/- 27/6 21/- 22/6
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/— 24/- 20/- 22/6

♦Free of Income Tax. f And 5 per cent. Bonus free of Income Tax
JEx Share Bonus.

Cocoa. There has been a further very large increase in 
prices of West Indian sorts and business has been done in fine 
estates Grenada at 410/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. for February-April 
shipment. At the present time there is a scarcity of offers 
from Trinidad and first marks of plantation are quoted nominally 
at 420/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. February-April shipment.

The market has continued firm with Jamaica quoted 
at 110/- per cwt. c.i.f., for f.a.q. with no guarantee of colour, but 
supplies at the present time are scarce.

Pimento. During the month the f.o.b. price has been 
increased by a further 20/- per cwt., but sales have again been 
suspended for shipment. It is reported that stocks in Jamaica 
are practically exhausted.

Ginger. It is very difficult at the present time to obtain 
off®rs.°f new crop for shipment. The market for spot is firm 
and higher with No 3 grade quoted at 115/- per cwt. ex store 
terms and No. 2 grade at 120/- per cwt.

Nutmegs have been very quiet during the month • there is 
little buying interest at the moment and prices are unchanged. 

1 /SI- ’ f . on, n 2/-, defectives
”e: Os 2/5i> sound U“aSSOrted

Mace. The market has continued firm but quiet. Whole 
Pale is quoted at 7/- per lb. c.i.f. for February-March shipment 
and No. 1 broken at 6/3 per lb. for January-February shipment* 

asloUow^ B°ard °f Trade ReturnS for November, 1953, are

Imports of Unrefined tons
Union of South Africa.................
Mauritius ... ...
Australia ... ... ...
British West Indies
British Guiana ... ...
Other Commonwealth Countries

Month of November
1952 1953
— 9,215

50,506 58,749
32,023 77,928

1.777 17,662
9,633 10,068

Cuba
Dominican Republic 
Other Foreign Countries

8,958
9,550

65,547
1,000

10,877
Total............................... 112,447 251,046

Consumption
Refined 
Unrefined...

Month ol 
4,218 

125,167

f October
3,261

195,975
Total ... 129,385 199,236

Stocks (end of October) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined ./
Imported Unrefined

97,950
11,700

431,900

160,100

941,000
Total.............................. 541,550

1 1---- r—r- .
1,101,100

January-November
1952 1953

„ — 9,215
215,481 201,999

57,508 416,580
376,369 487,471
113,060 109,554

9,747 35,842
517,536 1,001,702
433,516 278,444
111,262 168,734

1,834,479 2,709,541

J anuary-October
43,728 54,128

1,727,538 2,012,296

1,771,266 2,066,424

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for November, 1953, are 
as follows :—

♦Included Rum imported in steel drums prior to 1953. 
JNot separately distinguished prior to 1953.

Month of November January- 
1952

November
Imports (in casks and bottles)* 

proof gallons
1952 1953 1953

Union of South Africa ... - . « 1,033,258 4,278
Mauritius — 2,542,989 —.
Jamaica ... 16,511 12,474 1,636,867 649,528
Trinidad ... — 1,415 794,050 93,356
British Guiana ... 28,964 22,315 744,572 639.290
Other Commonwealth Countries 298 182.636 15,419
Foreign Countries 159 2,628 2,233 4,210

Total ... 45,634 39,130 6,936,605 1,406,081

Imports (in steel drums)J — 408,320 — 2,507,847
Exports 50,187 93,071

Month of October
561,332 719,184

January-October
Consumption ...
Stocks (end of October)

221,568
13,225,000

208,195
11,521,000

1,018,481 956,010

Cocoa. The Board of Trade Returns for November, 1953, are 
as follows :—

Imports ... ... ... cwts.
Month of November J anuarv-November

195Ì 19531952 1953
Sierra Leone 21,704 14,340
Gold Coast 3,768 9,512 809,086 1,074,050
Nigeria 41,052 21,011 844,414 820,103
Windward Islands 237 22.403 33,628
Trinidad ...
Other Commonwealth Countries

54 31,019 39,230
140 11,503 23,714 41,909

French West & Equatorial Africa 58,633 31,536
Brazil — 45,736 8,043 91,610
Other Foreign Countries , — 971 6,392 13,939

Total 45,197 88,787 1,825,408 2,160,345

Exports ... 14,068 14,806 211.071 146,822

Consumption ...
Month of October January-October

122,905 148,700 1,698,821 1,959,510
Stocks (end of October) 200,000 201,000

French Line—continued from ft age 31
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain Le 

Berre), Southampton, December 30th :—
Sister A. Abrams 
Miss A. M. Andrews 
Mr. A. Arokiaswamy 
Mr. C. Balgobin 
Mr. C. G. Barton 
Mr. V. P. Berlemont 
Mr. S. V. Blizzard 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Browne 
Sir Aldred Butt 
Mr. G. Chhangur 
Mrs. D. S. Cohen 
Sir Kenneth Crossley 
Mr. R. A. Davies 
Mrs. L. Davies 
Mr. I. Dehaarte 
Sister D. B. Dixon 
Mr. G. Donawa 
Mr. N. D. Douskou 
Mr. H. E. Dutton 
Mr. D. C. Eliota 
Mr. J. T. Fletcher 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Foyle 
Miss M. E. Gibbs 
Miss M. Glyn-Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hackett 
Mr. T. J. Hale 
Mr. C. Harris 
Dr. H. L. Hawkins

Miss A. Jacobs 
Mr. W. L. James 
Mrs. G. P. Jeeves 
Mr. E. G. Jones 
Mr. F. G. Kalloo 
Miss M. Kenrick 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Kingham 
Mr. K. K. Kissani 
Mr. C. Kritikou 
Miss E. Lathey 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Laurence 
Mr. & Mrs. M.

Lucie-Smith 
Mr. W. J. McColgan 
Miss C. MacGregor 
Mr. & Mrs. D. A. Maclean 
Mrs. M. J. Macleod 
Mr. P. F. Maingot 
Mr. E. J. Maragh 
Mrs. M. M. Mason 
Mr. D. Mayers 
Miss R. Moncrieffe 
Mrs. J. R. Musselle 
Mr. B. Nanda 
Mrs. V. M. Neal 
Sister M. North
The Viscount &

Viscountess Norwich

Mr. & Mrs. L. H. Nunn 
Miss H. M. O. Poole 
Mr. & Mrs. A. K. Powell 
Mrs. Ramsden-Jodrell 
Mr. & Mrs. E. G.

Robinson 
Miss U. E. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Rose 
Mr. J. A. Samarusingh 
Mrs. E. M. Sandrey 
Miss I. M. Savory 
Mr. R. H. Seaborn 
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Searson 
Mr. A. Sellars 
Miss E. Shenton 
Mr. & Mrs. G. V. Smith 
Mrs. A. E. Snelling 
Mr. & Mrs. P. D. Spooner 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F.

Thomasson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Thornton 
Miss E. A. Van Cooten 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Vincent 
Miss B. M. Wadsworth 
Miss W. Wahl 
Mr. J. J. Waithe 
Miss K. B. Ward 
Mrs. B. A. Whitelaw

Trinidad Oil Industry

Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
November production of crude oil and casing-head 
gasoline amounted to 255,507 barrels.

British1 Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc- 
barceÎr f°Ur ended November 30th was 426,816

Development Co., Ltd. The 
de oil output for November was 268,935 barrels. 

Tnmdad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of 
November crude oil production, from own fields only, 
amounted to 517,882 barrels. d y



TheWEST INDIA 
COMMITTEES 
CIRCULAR,

Leading Article—

CONTENTS
PAGE

Vol. LXIX FEBRUARY, 1954 No. 1274

Telephone :
Temple Bar 8922

Telegrams :
Carib, Estrand. London

40, Norfolk Street, 

London, W.C.2.
February, 1954

Cocoa Research
From a Londoner's Notebook
Ministerial System for

Barbados
Caribbean Commerce and

Trade ...
Commonwealth '" Finance

Ministers
The West India Committee ...
The Price of Cocoa
Jamaica Footwear Imports

Arrive 1761—Return 1954
Unrest in Grenada ...................
Sir A. Savage’s London Visit...
Transport Problems in

Trinidad

33
34

35

35

35
35
35 
3*3
36
36
36

37

St. Vincent 
The M.C.C. Tour ’ 
New Trinidad Leaseholds 

Tanker...
Opportunities in British" 

Guiana...
Purchase Tax on'Textiles 
Cocoa in Trinidad ..................  
West Indies at Westminster 
Old West Indian Companies.'.'.’ 
Sir Noel Livingston ...
British Guiana Constitution 
World Fruit Trade
Notes of West Indian Interest 
The Homeward Mail..................  
Colonial Appointments 
Company Reports & Meetings

page
. 37
. 38

39

39
40
41
42
43
43
44
44
45
47
51
52

Cocoa Research

WITH the issue by the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture of a report* on the research work 
carried out in 1952 under the Cocoa Research 

Scheme, full particulars of progress in that year, sketches 
of which were contributed to the Cocoa Conference held 
in London last September by Professor Baker and 
other workers from St. Augustine, become available.

The report covering the period 1945 to 1951 was 
available at the conference,! and the two together 
form a comprehensive record of advances made in 
many directions which leaves small room for wonder 
that the conference, after giving the results consideration 
in conjunction with the progress reports from other 
research institutions in cocoa growing regions and in 
metropolitan countries interested in cocoa processing, 
adopted a resolution suggesting a conference of the 
scientific experts, on the lines of the one held under the 
aegis of the Colonial Office in 1945, to take stock, to 
formulate a research programme for the next decade 
which will avoid unnecessary duplication of work, 
ensure full pooling of results, and determine a proper 
priority of projects.

The suggestion was timely, for the present West 
Indian Cocoa Research Scheme will have covered the 
ten years allotted to it by the end of 1955.

In his introduction to the report for 1945-51, Mr. H. J. 
Page, then principal and director of research at the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, wrote : “ The 
object of the scheme is, of course, in its most general 
terms, to conduct research into all aspects of cacao 
production. As the college is situated in Trinidad, 
however, it is only natural that special consideration 
should be given to the application of scientific knowledge 
and research to the rehabilitation and improvement 
of the cocoa-producing industry of the British West 
Indies.” Similar considerations apply, mutatis mutandis, 
to research schemes with headquarters in other 
territories. Thus, a balance has to be struck between 
short-term ad hoc investigations, aiming at the solution 
of urgent and relatively straightforward practical 
problems, and long-term basic research designed to 
furnish fundamental information to be used in the 
solution of the more involved and far-reaching problems 
of the industry.

Since the ultimate object of all research, in the view 
^Report on Cacao Research^ 1952. The

Tropical Agriculture, St. Augustine, Trinidad, B.W.I., and 40, 
Norfolk Street, W.C.2. Price 8s.

fCiRcuLAR, October, 1953, p. 263. 

of the cocoa producer, is the solution of his urgent and 
relatively straightforward (as he sees it) practical 
problems, he is apt to be impatient of the time taken 
to carry fundamental research to the point at which 
the results can be passed to him for application in 
practice. Nevertheless, if it be borne in mind that the 
time taken to produce sufficient cocoa beans for a full- 
scale fermentation, from a new cocoa variety originating 
as one seedling plant, is a matter of 10 to 15 years at 
least, the importance of exercising patience while the 
investigator plods steadily on will be evident.

In the 1945-51 report Mr. Page drew attention to a 
number of directions in which research had already 
enabled growers to make important improvements. 
The large-scale commercial multiplication of a cocoa 
variety by means of rooted cuttings can now be carried 
out with a high percentage of successes ; the develop­
ment of simple methods for detecting and diagnosing 
mineral deficiencies in cocoa trees has not only provided 
a valuable means of assisting in the rapid determination 
of manurial requirements, but has also brought to light 
the existence of deficiencies of trace-elements; the 
study of the relative behaviour of different clones of 
cocoa under varying environmental conditions has 
already provided results of immediate practical value to 
growers in deciding which varieties to choose to suit 
their local conditions ; cocoa seeds, which ordinarily 
lose their viability in a few days, can now be sent to 
any part of the world and there germinated and grown.

It is not so easy to assess the progress made with 
fundamental research, to which much attention is 
directed under the Cocoa Research Scheme. To the 
layman the results only become comprehensible when 
they reach the stage of practical application. The 
intermediate stages, recognizable as advances by the 
trained scientific worker, and which are put on record 
in progress reports, make little appeal to the practical 
man. Most of the contributions to the 1952 report 
fall into that category. Plant breeding continued, 
despite interruptions caused by participation of staff 
in the cocoa collecting expedition to Colombia. The 
shade and fertilizer experiments with young cocoa 
were continued, and the results obtained during the 
year recorded and discussed. A first investigation 
into the effect of mineral injections and hormone sprays 
on flower setting and fruit development was inconclusive, 
and it was decided to repeat the work at a different time 
of year. A contribution dealing with the diagnosis of 
mineral malnutrition in cocoa by a technique for rapid 
chemical examination of the leaf tissue is an excellent 
example of useful work designed to help the research 

(Continued at foot of page 38)
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onclonev’s QdotehooQ

CERTAIN superstitious misgivings dragged at my 
pen a month ago, when I wrote of the unseasonable 
mildness—almost a false spring—which gave so 

strange a quality to the closing months of 1953. My 
superstitions were justified : the reaction has come with 
a vengeance. In the last week of January we were 
suddenly transported into an Arctic climate. All 
Europe was affected ; I have heard the theory advanced 
that. Mr. Molotov brought the blizzard with him from 
Moscow when he arrived to attend the Berlin con­
ference. In England day after day we glumly receive 
the mounting tale of frozen immobility as expounded by 
the newspapers and the wireless two or three times a 
day : so many main roads impassable, so many villages 
isolated by snow-drifts, so many rivers frozen right 
across. The latest of these is the Thames at Henley, 
where the Oxford crew have had to apply to the Thames 
Conservancy for an ice-breaking motor-launch, while 
Cambridge are paddling among the floes of the Cam 
with their bows sheathed in steel. Most of the west 
country is reported to be under snow-drifts ; here in 
London and to the east it seems too cold even for 
snow, except in occasional light showers. The weather 
prophets, after ten days of it, still hold out no hope of 
a break, and some who were in England—as I was not— 
in the grim winter of 1947 have begun to remark on the 
close repetition of the circumstances of that bitter year. 
The happiest people, naturally, are the skaters ; but 
their pleasure has been marred by a sad list of fatal 
accidents, particularly to children in Lancashire.

* * *
Parliament has returned to work after the Christmas 

recess with a solid programme of business before it, in 
which the estimates of the spending departments will 
alternate with the scrutiny of useful but ponderous 
measures dealing with such matters as leasehold reform 
and safety in mines and quarries. The first private 
members’ day, January 29th, threw up a vigorous little 
debate on a bill to compel football pool promoters to 
publish their accounts. It appears from the latest 
returns of the Inland Revenue that the annual turnover 
of these gentlemen now amounts to some £68,000,000. 
How much of this substantial sum returns to their so- 
called “ investors ” is a secret into which they will 
perhaps let us some day ; until they do, I perhaps do 
them no injustice by guessing that out of every shilling 
staked it is unlikely that more than sixpence goes into 
the prize fund. The bill to require accounts to be 
published followed a recommendation of the recent 
Royal Commission on Betting, and the great prepon­
der ence of speakers in the debate was strongly in its 
favour. One of the few opponents, however, happened 
to be on his feet when four o’clock approached ; and 
by declining to give way and allow a division’to be 
taken, he was able under a technical rule of the House 
to overrun the time limit and “ talk the Bill out ” Thé 
debate was automatically adjourned, with no prospect 
that parliamentary time will be found for its resumption • 
and the rosy mist of speculation, which has so long 

veiled the arithmetic of these gilt-edged insecurities, will 
continue to enhance their glamour in the popular eye.

* * *

In another region of this field of “ investment a 
complex and melodramatic story has been unfolding 
itself in the courts for many months. A French horse 
named Francasal was entered for the Bath Selling Plate 
on July 16th ; and just as it had been heavily backed 
at the long odds of ten to one the bookmakers’ blower— 
the private line between London and the course by which 
the odds are adjusted according to the run of the betting 
—was cut, by unknown persons, it is said, arriving in a 
lorry at the point where the wires ran along a lonely 
road. The horse won easily and large sums, amounting 
apparently to £60,000, were paid out by the book­
makers. Suspicions, however, soon arose that the 
winner was not after all the little-regarded Francasal, 
but a more expeditious and better-reputed animal 
named Santa Amaro, which if entered under its own 
name would certainly have run at much shorter odds. 
Eventually a group of five persons, who appeared to 
have gained £35,000 by betting on the race, were charged 
with having had guilty knowledge of the substitution, 
and put on trial for defrauding the Bath racecourse. 
Every alleged fact, including the question which horse 
really ran, and whether if there was a substitution it 
was deliberate or accidental, was in dispute ; and after 
a trial lasting sixteen days, the jury’ were unable to 
agree. So there must be another trial, the issue is still 
sub judice, and no comment is permissible, except 
perhaps that some of the stories told in the witness 
box, whether truth or fiction, might have made the 
fortune of one of the old Drury Lane dramatists of the 
“ Whip ” school.

* * *

Another stage towards the removal of war restrictions 
is to be taken in May, when all foods are to be released 
from rationing except meat. The most important item 
to be set free is butter ; and as subsidies and rationing 
go together, its price will rise simultaneously. We are 
promised that the last two entries on the rationing list 
(for bacon is treated as something separate from other 
meats) shall be removed by the end of the summer, thus 
ending the system more than 14 years after it began.

* * *
The inflationary succession of strikes continues ; the 

railwaymen have passed the ball to the electricians, 
who have been intermittently “ out ” through a good 
deal of January. The ordinary householder has scarcely 
noticed the difference, unless he has had need of some 
domestic repair ; but many branches of industry have 
been hard hit. One incidental consequence has been the 
cancellation of Cruft’s Dog Show, and a blow to a little- 
known comer of the commercial world. I confess that 
I had been hitherto quite unaware that this country 
did an annual export trade of £300,000 in dogs, largely 

(Continued on page 36)
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Ministerial System for Barbados

Mr. Grantley Adams as Prime Minister
giR Robert Arundell, Governor of Barbados, 

addressing the Legislature on February 1st, 
announced the inauguration of a ministerial system of 
government. Mr. Grantley Adams has been appointed 
Premier in charge of portfolios dealing with public 
finance, taxation, banking and currency, education, 
police, ecclesiastical, and general purposes.

Four other Ministers have been appointed. They 
are:—

Trade, Industry and Labour. Mr. R. G. Mapp. 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries. Mr. C. E. Talma. 
Social Services. Dr. H. G. H. Cummins.
Communications, Works and Housing. Mr. M. E. Cox.
The Chief Secretary will be in charge of such functions 

of Government as staff establishment, defence and 
security, hurricane relief, public relations and Press 
liaison, and arrangements for general elections.

Premier’s First Speech
In his first speech as Premier in the House of Assembly, 

Mr. Adams said that Barbados had attained a measure 
of self-government beyond that of any territory, but it 
carried terrible responsibility. “ This shows others 
that, in spite of the failure of constitutional government 
in other places, there are people here who can put good 
government before party.”

Mr. Lyttelton sent a cable from Lagos congratulating 
the Barbados Government on their “ most important 
step forward.” ______________ _

Caribbean Commerce and Trade

conference on trade promotion is to be held under 
the auspices of the Caribbean Commission at Kent 

House, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, from April 6th to 12th.
At this conference it is expected that the majority 

of the delegates will be representative of commerce and 
industry, and each of the countries served by the 
Caribbean Commission and each of the four member 
governments has been asked to send a delegation con­
sisting of a maximum of five members of which, it is 
hoped, at least three will be representative of commerce 
and industry, and which will include the Trade Com­
missioners of the respective governments. It has also 
been suggested that each delegation should have two 
voting members, of whom one should be a representative 
°f either commerce or industry. Australia, India, 
Canada, Colombia, Venezuela, Cuba, Haiti, Santo 
Domingo, the British West Indies Regional Economic 
Committee, the United Nations and its subsidiary the 
hood and Agriculture Organization, the World Bank, 
the International Chamber of Commerce and the Inter­
national Chamber of Shipping have been invited to send 
observers.

Sir Kenneth O’Connor, Q.C., M.C., Chief Justice of 
Jamaica since 1951, has been appointed Chief Justice of 
Kenya. He will take up his new appointment in June. 
A photograph of Sir Kenneth receiving the accolade 
from the Queen while Her Majesty was in Jamaica 
appeared in the December Circular.

Commonwealth Finance Ministers

Attitude to Imperial Preference
^he final communiqué of the conference of Common­

wealth Prime Ministers held in Sydney was released 
in this country on January 15th.

The conference rejected the view “ that any solution 
of our problems can be found in the creation of a closed 
system of discriminatory arrangements,” reaffirmed 
“ the intention of our Governments to work as far as 
possible through existing international organizations 
dealing with trade and finance,” and stated that “ the 
functions which the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade and the International Monetary Fund perform 
will become even more important when moves to freer 
trade and currencies are concerted.”

These decisions indicate the abandonment of any 
intention to work for the restoration of Imperial 
Preferences in their pre-war effectiveness, and the 
assurance which is given that the United Kingdom 
Government will continue in 1954 its policy of authoriz­
ing loans for development in the sterling Common­
wealth, including the colonial territories, and of grants 
to colonial territories from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds, will do nothing to dispel the conviction 
that the metropolitan government is losing sight of 
the needs of colonial producers in the attempt to 
organize a collective approach with other Common­
wealth countries to a freer and expanded world trade.

The West India Committee

A meeting of the executive of the West India Com- 
mittee was held on December 17th, the chairman, 

Mr. H. Alan Walker, presiding. The following four 
candidates were admitted to membership :—

Name. Proposer and Seconder.
Worthy Park Ltd. /Mr H. Alan Walker.

(Jamaica) \Mr. J. M. Campbell.
Mr. Gilbert Hugh Sandbach Toller J Mr. T. H. Naylor. 

(Country) \Mr. Ian R. Parker.
Mr. George Ernest Hendrie, c.a. /Mr W. M. Robson. 

(London) I Mr. H. Leishman.
Mr. Hector Lloyd Steele /Mr T. H. Naylor.

(British Guiana) \Mr. Ian R. Parker.

Obituary
At the outset of the meeting, the chairman referred 

with great regret to the deaths of Mr. C. K. Cuke, of 
Barbados, and Sir Noël Livingston, of Jamaica.

The Price of Cocoa

Shortly after last Circular had gone to press it was 
learned that the International Office of Cocoa and 
Chocolate, whose headquarters are in Brussels, had 
called a meeting of the principal manufacturers of 
Western Europe to discuss the high prices being de­
manded for raw cocoa.

The meeting took place in London on January 26th 
and was private and informal. It was decided that no 
statement was to be issued to the Press.
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Jamaica Footwear Imports Unrest in Grenada

Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, in a letter from 
Kingston dated January 27th, states : “ The

Trade Control Board has specified the conditions under 
which licences will be issued for the importation of 
leather and imitation leather footwear during the first 
half of 1954. The local footwear industry will thus be 
given protection for at least six months more, with 
leeway for expansion. That protection is based upon 
the power given by the customs law to the Governor 
in Executive Council to prohibit the importation of 
any article. Importation of footwear is accordingly 
banned unless the Trade Control Board issues a licence, 
except in the case of personal effects, or footwear 
which might be imported under the B.W.I. Trade 
Liberalization Plan, which, however, does not at present 
allow importation of footwear. The system has been 
in existence since August, 1952 (see Circular, Sept., 
1952, page 215).
“On January 14th, the Board accordingly fixed 

import quotas for January to June, 1954, based on 
90 per cent, of the imports in the second half of 1953. 
These quotas are for men’s, women’s, and children’s 
footwear, and each quota is divided into two parts, one 
of which is 50 per cent, and the other 40 per cent, of 
the July to December, 1953, figure. The 50 per cent, 
will be allocated to importers in the proportion that 
each importer’s total sales of imported and local foot­
wear bears to the grand total of sales, while the 40 per 
cent, will be allocated on import performance only. 
Special allotments up to 10 per cent, of the 1954 quota 
will be made to meet cases of hardship or to permit 
bona fide new traders to enter the market.”

Arrive 1761—Return 1954

Jhe following note appeared in Peterborough’s column 
in the London Daily Telegraph and Morning Post 

on February 2nd :—
“ The Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry will be 

renewing an old connexion when its first battalion 
reaches the West Indies in March. As I mentioned last 
week it is relieving the Royal Welch Fusiliers in Jamaica 
and British Honduras and is detaching a company to 
Bermuda. J

“ During the 18th century the 32nd and 46th—which 
together became the D.C.L.I.—were stationed in the 
^^ds for 19 years. The connexion started when the 
46th moved from New York to Barbados in 1761.

This was carried on in the following century The 
longest interval is the present one. The 2nd DC I I 
was last in Bermuda in 1910. • • ■ •

In spite of this, the regiment believes none other 
can clam! such a record in the West Indies. It hopes 
that the regimental band will be able to visit Dominica 
Xcr* the 150th of the island’s

On that occasion the 46th beat off a far lareer 
French invading force. As a result of the battle the 

presented a set of table silver to the 
officers it is still a prized possession.”

Agricultural Workers Strike
Tn the House of Commons on January 27th, the 
x Secretary of State for the Colonies was asked by Mr. 
Vaughan-Morgan whether he would make a statement 
about the strike situation in Grenada.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, 
supplied the following written answer :—

A strike of all agricultural workers except those on a 
few sugar estates was called on November 25th by Mr. 
Gairy, president of the Grenada Mental and Manual 
Workers’ Union, who is an elected member of the Grenada 
Legislative Council and a member of the Executive 
Council. The strike was extended on January 4th to all 
agricultural labour and other wage earners. Response 
to the strike has never been more than partial. At 
present considerably less than half the agricultural 
labour is on strike and only a few other wage earners 
have obeyed the strike call.

Mr. Gairy has not yet formulated any demands despite 
efforts to induce him to do so and to use the existing 
negotiating machinery for the agricultural industry.

Sir A. Savage’s London Visit

A brief reference was made in last issue to the arrival 
in London of Sir Alfred Savage, Governor of British 
Guiana.

Sir Alfred, who was accompanied by Mr. J. L 
Fletcher, the colony’s Development Secretary, came 
over for discussions with the Colonial Office regarding 
the implementation of the proposals made recently by 
the International Bank mission and the financial arrange­
ments which would have to be made. He left London 
by air for Georgetown on January 28th.

During his 10 days here Sir Alfred was fully occupied 
with matters regarding the economic development of 
the colony and had little time for outside engagements. 
He did, however, find time to visit the B.B.C. to broad­
cast a talk on British Guiana affairs and to take tea 
with about 50 students from the colony at the Roval 
Empire Society.

(Continued from page 34) 
dependent on this famous show.

* *
In writing last month of Mr. Hore-Belisha’s elevation 

o the peerage, I attributed his recent absence from 
ar lament to the reluctance of Conservatives, since he

7 theiJ Party, to accept a former Liberal as an 
official candidate for election to the House of Commons, 
t tear 1 was quite wrong ; I had overlooked that Mr. 

ore- ehsha was actually the Conservative candidate 
tor South Coventry at the general election of 1950. 
Clearly 1 owe an apology ; though I am not quite sure 
to whom. Primarily, I think, to the Conservative 
constituency association in South Coventry, who 
evidently recognize intellectual distinction and parlia- 
”fTta7 fighting power, and are free of the usual bias 
„ J™,!i. Pariy P0^1“8 in favour of a tame man. But 
on AT "'M Wr0oe,1S caPable °f being read as a reflection 
Devn^n Ho?e-Belisha—now Lord Hore-Belisha of 
Devonpoi t—I am heartily sorry.



A
 SN

O
W

-S
T

O
R

M
 G

R
E

E
T

S
 TH

E
 QU

E
E

N
 EL

IZ
A

R
E

T
H

 A
T

 SO
U

T
H

A
M

PT
O

N



THE NEW LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRITISH GUIANA. TWO VIEWS—

Photo Daily Arg0^
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Electricity in St. Vincent Transport Problems in Trinidad

Inauguration of New Scheme
^OLONIAL DEVELOPMENT, the quarterly magazine 

of the Colonial Development Corporation, appears in 
spring, summer, autumn and winter issues, and that 
for winter, 1953, gives an account, illustrated by photo­
graphs and schematic diagrams, of the hydro-electric 
scheme established by the corporation in St. Vincent.

The scheme makes use of the power available in the 
waters of the Colonarie River, and as a consequence of 
the absence of waterfalls or other concentrations of head, 
and the broken nature of the terrain, it was decided to 
develop the river in two stages, the first with an intake 
at Silverspoon Ford and a power house at South Rivers 
village; the second development later to comprise an 
intake at South Rivers village with a power station at 
Belle View. The power house at South Rivers will 
provide 700 kilowatts ; the station at Belle View should 
develop about 450 kilowatts.

The first part of the scheme was completed early in 
1953, and after preliminary tests the corporation under­
took responsibility for the public supply of electricity 
from midnight on April 10th, 1953, under an exclusive 
franchise for a period of 55 years,with option of extension 
for a further 25 years. The rates offered are stated to be 
attractive for both industrial power and domestic supply, 
and applications for new connections have been such 
that a third generating set for the Colonarie No. 1 
generating station has been ordered.

This station, at South Rivers village, is some 15 miles 
from Kingstown and 5 miles from Georgetown, and the 
route of the transmission lines traverses the most 
productive and highly populated area of St. Vincent 
and brings electricity within reasonable distance of 
some two-thirds of the population.

The hydraulic works from intake to power house 
comprise two pipeline systems, the first designed as an 
inverted syphon to get the water out of the river valley 
to the balancing tank ; and the second, downstream of 
the balancing tank, designed as a normal penstock 
system to the power house. They have been relatively 
costly compared with a falls development, but the 
scheme is, nevertheless, economic as against the alterna­
tive of generation by diesel plant.

The penstock system terminates in 22-inch steel 
pipes leading to the power house manifold, from which 
three 12-inch branches are taken off to the turbines. 
The power plant comprises three Gilbert Gilkes & Gordon 
“ Turgo ” Impulse Turbines direct coupled to Bruce 
Peebles’ alternators. The turbines are rated at 4UU 
b.h.p., at 750 r.p.m., with an operating head of 2o0 feet, 
the alternators are rated at 275 kWs. Generation is a 
400 volts, 3-phase, 50 cycles, and transformers in an 
adjacent sub-station step this up to 11,000 volts toi 
transmission. The transmission lines are mounted on 
British Guiana wallaba wood poles.

Pinal distribution is at 400 volts A.C., "P ’ 
50 cycles, for power and at 230 volts A.C., -p ’ 
50 cycles, for lighting, etc. . f

A feature of the work has been the employment ot 
St. Vincent workmen who, previously untrained, are

(Continued at foot of next column)

Select Committee Appointed
Our correspondent, in a newsletter from Port-of-Spain 

dated January 27th, writes : “The alarming increase in 
the number of vehicles licensed to operate on the roads 
of Trinidad has caused the Government to appoint a 
Select Committee of the Legislative Council to consider 
transport policy. The committee will comprise all 
members of the council except the Speaker under the 
chairmanship of the Colonial Secretary. By far the 
largest increase in vehicles licensed is in the class of 
taxis and hiring cars. These have now reached such 
numbers that the roads in and around Port-of-Spain 
are terribly congested.

“ The terms of reference of the committee are to con­
sider transport policy with particular reference to 
(a) limitation of the number of hiring cars and taxis 
allowed to operate in the colony ; (6) the effective 
operation of omnibus services ; and (c) road safety, 
with particular reference to the operation of hiring cars 
and taxis ; and to make recommendations to the council 
as to the action which should be taken by the Govern­
ment.

“ All this takes place against a sombre background of 
a falling standard of road safety which has deteriorated 
in recent years to what is now the lowest level in the 
history of the country. Last December, for example, 
there were 14 fatal accidents, in which 17 persons were 
killed, comparing with eight accidents and 11 deaths in 
December, 1952. This is the highest figure of fatal 
accidents ever recorded for any month. In all other 
categories there were similar increases.”

A Barbados Souvenir

A new idea in West Indian tourist publicity has been 
conceived by a group of firms and hotel proprietors 

in Barbados.
It takes the form of an illustrated booklet containing 

a new account of the history and interesting features 
of Barbados, compiled by a Barbadian who, for the 
last sixteen years in Barbados and the United Kingdom, 
has been delving into the history of the island, and 
intended for presentation to visitors on their departure 
to refresh their memories of the time spent in the 
colony and of the stories told to them of the history of 
the many show places.

The booklet is of a very handy size, six inches by five. 
It is beautifully printed, the copious photographic 
illustrations are first-class, and the text is wonderfully 
comprehensive. Front and back covers are adorned 
with colour photographs, and there is no doubt that it 
will be highly prized and freely exhibited by visitors 
who have had the good fortune to enjoy the amenities 
of the island.

stated to have learnt their trades readily and turned out 
first class work. The scheme has thus made a valuable 
contribution to development by creating a pool of 
skilled tradesmen.
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The M.C.C. Tour BOWLING—First Innings : Statham, 36—6—90—4 ; Trueman, 34.4-8-
107—2; Moss, 26—5—84—1 ; Bailey, 16—4—36—0; Lock, 41—14—76—3; 
Compton 2—1—5—0.

West Indies Win First Test
Second Innings : Statham, 17—2—50—2 ; Trueman, 6—0—32—0; 

20—4—46—1 ; Moss, 10—0—30—1 ; Lock, 14—2—36—2.
Bailey,

Continuing their programme in Jamaica, the M.C.C.
touring team played a second match against the 

colony on the Melbourne Park ground, starting on 
January 8th. This four-day match resulted in a draw, 
the scores being as follows :—

First Innings
A. Rae, c Evans, b Moss
M. Frederick, c Moss, b Bailey...
J. K. Holt, c Evans, b Moss
K. Rickards, lbw, b Wardle
G. Headley, c Suttle, b Trueman
N. Bonito, b Bailey
R. Miller, b Moss...
R. Scarlett, b Wardle ...............
J. Hendricks, b Bailey ...
E. Kentish, b Moss
A. Scott, not out

Extras (lb 3, w 4, nb 7)

JAMAICA
Second Innings

28 c Evans, b Laker ... ... 53
... 58 lbw, b Laker ... ... ... 30
... 33 st Spooner, b Compton ... 152

0 b Bailey ........................... 1
5 not out ... ... ... 53

... 7 not out ... ... 5
8
3

... 24
4
3

14 Extras (b 13, lb 11, w 1, 
nb 9) ............ 34

First Innings
Watson, b Gomez 
Hutton, b Valentine
P. B. H. May, c Headley, b Ramadhin...
Compton, lbw, b Valentine
Graveney, lbw, b Ramadhin ...
T. E. Bailey, not out
Evans, c Kentish, b Valentine ...
Lock, b Ramadhin
Statham, b Ramadhin ...
Trueman, c McWatt, b Gomez ...
Moss, b Gomez ...

Extras

M.C.C.
Second Innings

3 c and b Stollmeyer............. 116
24 lbw, b Gomez............................56
31 c McWatt, b Kentish ... 69
12 b Ramadhin........................ 2
16 c Weekes, b Kentish............ 34
28 not out ............................15
10 b Kentish ......................... 0
4 b Kentish ......................... 0
8 lbw, b Ramadhin ............. 1

18 b Kentish ......................... 1
0 run out ............................16

16 Extras ... .............. 6

Tota! ........................................170 Total ............... 316
BOWLING—First Innings : Kentish, 14—I—23—0; Gomez, 9.2—3—16—3; 

Ramadhin, 35—14—65—4 ; Valentine, 31—10—50—3.
Second Innings : Kentish, 29—11—49—5; Gomez, 30—8—63—1 ; Ramadhi», 

35-3—12—88—2 ; Valentine, 25—6—71—0 ; Headley, 5—0—23—0 ; Walcott, 
2—1—4—0; Stollmeyer, 3—0—12—1.

Leeward Islands Defeated

Total ... 187 Total (for 4 wkts. dec.) 328
BOWLING—First Innings : Trueman, 11—5—26—1; Moss 18__7__47__4- 

Bailey, 11.5—4—29—3; Wardle, 19—3—54—2; Laker, 8—4—17__0.
Second Innings: Trueman, 17—6—55—0; Moss, 16—1—67—0- Bailev 

2>-^54-0; Comptoi

In a light-hearted match in Antigua on January 25th 
and 26th, the M.C.C. defeated the Leeward Islands by 
an innings and 56 runs.

First Innings 
Spooner, c Hendricks, b Kentish 
Laker, c Hendricks, b Scarlett... 
P. B. H. May, c Bonito, b Scott 
Compton, b Kentish 
Suttle, lbw, b Scott
C. H. Palmer, lbw, b Scarlett ... 
T. E. Bailey, c Frederick, b Scarlett 
Evans, c Frederick, b Scarlett ... 
Wardle, lbw, b Kentish 
Trueman, b Headley ... ...
Moss, not out ... ...

Extras (b 9, nb 4) ...

Total ..........................

M.C.C.

0
31

124
47

33 
14
0 
4

12 
7

13

. 286

Second Innings 
c Hendricks, b Holt...

not out

not out

Extras

13

19

First Innings
L. Clarke, run out
J. Maynard, st Spooner, b Laker
J. Gonsalves, b Wardle ...
B. Ross, b Laker
C. Roberts, b Laker
A. G. Eddy, b Laker
E. Matthew, st Spooner, b Wardle
S. Walling, c Graveney, b Wardle
W. Riley, b Wardle
S. Thompson, not out ...
G. Edwards, b Wardle ... ...

Extras

LEEWARD ISLANDS
Second Innings

0 c Wardle, b Graveney
0 lbw, b Compton
0 b Laker
0 lbw, b Laker...............
2 lbw, b Compton

20 st Spooner, b Graveney
1 b Wardle ...............
6 st Spooner, b Compton
4 b Compton
2 st Spooner, b Compton
1 not out ...............
2 Extras

Total (for 1 wkt.) ... 34
BOWLING—First Innings : Kentish, 33—6—79—3 ; Holt 8__ •’—22—0 • 

Scarlett, 42—13—69—4 ; Scott, 23—3—73—2 ; Headley, 13.3—3—30—f ° ’

Holt, 4-1-7-1; Scott, 7-1Li5_

38
Inning; M°ss, 3—3—0—0 ; Bailey, 2—2—0—0 ; 

10—1—29—4; Wardle, 9.5—4—7—5.
Second innings: Palmer, 4—1—16—0; Wardle, 21—7—39—1; 

<'—5—34—2; Compton, 13—1—50—5; Graveney, 15.2—9—17—2.

... 21

... 47

... 0 

... 47

... 15

2 
0

... 0

... 11

167
Laker,

Laker,

First Test Match
The first test match of the tour, which took place at 

Sabina Park, Jamaica, started on January 15th and 
lasted six days. It proved to be one of the most exciting 
ever to be played between the M.C.C. and the West

Pre.cision of the West Indies bowling 
aided by a firm wicket, which remained good throughout 
the match resulted in the M.C.C.’s startling collapse in 
their second innings. K

As will be seen from the scores below, the M C C 
could have been forced to follow on after their low score 
m their first innings, and there was considerable concern 
among West Indies supporters when, in their second 
innings, the M.C.C. had made 227 for two by the close 
°Lplay °n the. 5t? day- However, local fears proved 
unfounded and the bold policy of the West Indies 
captain was vindicated. maies

M.C.C.—First Innings 
Hutton, c Clarke, b Gonsalves 
Watson, b Eddy
Suttle, b Eddy T
Compton, lbw, b Gonsalves
T. E. Bailey, b Roberts
C. H. Palmer, lbw, b Roberts
Spooner, lbw, b Eddy
Laker, run out ... ’" /’
Graveney, st Thompson, b Matthew 
Wardle, not out
Moss, lbw, b Matthew 

Extras ...

Total
: Roberts« 13—2—38—2

... 82

... 17

... 0

... 22

... 20
1
5

... 8

... 50

... 43
8
5

... 261

• . T . WEST INDIES
First Innings

TLJrc?eHCk’ c GF,aveney> b Statham 
t r7 u lm.eJer> lbw> b Statham 
J K. Holt, lbw, b Statham 
E. Weekes, b Moss 
C. L. Walcott, b Lock 
G. Headley, c Graveney, b Lock 
6. Gomez, not out 
C. McWatt, b Lock ..............  
S. Ramadhin, lbw, b Trueman T 
E. Kentish, b Statham 
A. L. Valentine, b Trueman

Extras (b 9, lb 4, w 1, nb 5)‘

0 
60 
94 
55 
65 
16 
47 
54
7
0 
0

19

Second Innings 
lbw, b Statham 
c Evans, b Bailey 
lbw, b Moss 
not out 
c Bailey, b Lock 
b Lock 
lbw, b Statham 
not out

30
8
1

90
25

1
3

36

COCOA RESEARCH

(Continued from page 33) 
worker to help the grower rather than to give results 
o which the latter can make use himself. One paper 
deals with an examination of the best method of collect­
ing leaf samples from the tree for assessment of its 
nutrient status, another with studies in small scale 
ermentation of cocoa ; both examples of the investiga- 
lon o a means to an end. There are other progress 
ep°r s of a similar nature, all bearing testimony to the 

solid work being done by the cocoa research team on the 
industry s behalf.

Total
Extras 51

... 417 Total (6 wkts. dec.) 290

There has been an unexpected demand for copies of 
C1rcular- The editor would be most 

Kn c?are COpies of this issue returned to him
at 40, Norfolk Street, London W.C.2.
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New Trinidad Leaseholds Tanker

Launched by the Princess Royal
^he Princess Royal named and launched the m.v.

Regent Royal at Scotstoun, Glasgow, on January 
18th. Her Royal Highness, with the Hon. Mrs. Francis 
Balfour in attendance, performed the ceremony for the 
owners, Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. The vessel is a 
tanker and the photograph reproduced below was taken 
just after she had been launched from the yard of the 
Blythswood Shipbuilding Co.

The Regent Royal, which will be used for transporting 
Regent petroleum products from Trinidad Leaseholds’ 
Pointe-a-Pierre refinery at Trinidad to the United 
Kingdom on behalf of the Regent Oil Co., Ltd., has a 
deadweight of about 15,000 tons, an overall length of 
514 ft., breadth of 65 ft. 6 ins. and draft of 28 ft. 3 ins.

Opportunities in British Guiana

Notes for Investors and Traders
Jn vestment by private enterprise is the real barometer 

of progress and confidence in the future of a colony, 
and the government and responsible citizens of British 
Guiana realize that the task of developing the territory 
as recommended in the favourable report recently 
released by the mission from the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development cannot be undertaken 
without the partnership of outside capital.

Excellent opportunities exist in British Guiana for 
both public and private investment, and notable 
encouragement is given to capital under Aid to Industry 
legislation. The government of the colony has now 
published an illustrated brochure giving particulars of

She will be powered by a Doxford 4-cylinder propulsion 
unit, and will have radar and other modem navigational 
aids.

A high standard of accommodation is being provided 
for officers and crew. A sun deck with built-in swimming 
pool will afford recreational facilities for the ship s 
personnel and such members of Trinidad Leaseholds 
staff and their families who may travel in the ship 
between Trinidad and the United Kingdom.

It will be recalled that in January, 1953, the Princess 
Royal travelled to Trinidad in the Regent Springbok.

internal communications ; and on accommodation and 
clothing.

The brochure is well arranged and attractively pro­
duced, and is furnished with a very clearly printed map 
of the colony which is particularly easy to refer to. 

the information investors and industrialists require to 
have to enable them to decide whether there is oppor­
tunity in the direction in which their interests lie.

After describing the resources, trade and industry of 
the colony, the policy of the government towards 
development, and the progress in development made to 
date, the brochure gives a series of most useful notes 
for investors and traders. These include information 
on the industries already established in the territory, on 
prospective industries, and on possible industries for 
which there is an opening ; on taxation in general and 
tax concessions to industry; on labour ; on leases and 
mining claims ; on matters relating to capital issues and 
remission of profits, company law and legislation, regis­
tration of business names, and import, export and 
currency control; on import tariffs and export duties, 
and general commercial information ; on external and

(Continued at foot of preceding column)
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Purchase Tax on Textiles

Campaign for Removal
^he stubborn refusal of the United Kingdom authori­

ties to remove the purchase tax on non-wool textiles 
continues to handicap the West Indian Sea Island 
cotton industry in an alarming degree, not only as 
regards the present, but, as many well qualified judges 
believe, for the future. The British West Indies have 
to suffer for producing fibre of a quality superior to all 
others—a state of affairs which is in every way 
deplorable.

The matter has often been ventilated in these 
columns, and readers will be interested to read the 
following account of an exhibition recently organized 
to demonstrate the manner in which purchase tax is 
damaging the British textile industry, for which we are 
indebted to Sir Harold Tempany, chairman of the 
Advisory Committee in England of the West Indian Sea 
Island Cotton Association.

The campaign for the removal of purchase tax on 
non-wool textiles was taken a step further with the 
organization in December last of an exhibition designed 
to impress on the Government and Members of Parlia­
ment of all political persuasions the harmful effect 
which this impost is having on British export trade and 
on the manufacturers of non-wool textiles.

The exhibition was the result of the efforts of an 
ad hoc committee composed of representatives of 
nineteen textile organizations under the chairmanship 
ot Sir Raymond Streat, chairman of the Cotton Board 
and including such bodies as the British Rayon and 
^nmetic fibres Association, the Cotton Board, the 
Cotton Spinners’ and Manufacturers’ Association, the 
Cotton Yarn Doublers’ Association, the Federation of 
Master Cotton Spinners, the Flax Spinners’ and Manu- 
biT Afoclati°n, the furnishing Fabrics Federa- 
11^^ "c ?ay°n, Users’ lociation and the 
United-Textile Factory Workers’ Association. With 
hose efforts the West Indian Sea Island Cotton Associa­

tion, by action taken on its behalf by the Advisory 
Committee in England, was also associated 5

The exhibition was held on December 15th and 
following days at Hamilton House, 138, Piccadilly It 
composed principally a series of diagrams and tables 
wVCh dern0Jlstrated m sinking fashion the manner in 
which purchase tax is damaging the British textile 
industry and the export trade in textiles
■T c™'1 galled that in an effort to remedy the 

situation the Government had introduced the so-called 
R S<??e,™e m 1952> which imposed a price level called 
the D line for different classes of textile goods below 

not payable, but abov^ which 
me magnitude of the purchase tax payable denended

maximum competitive efficiency atl ttae when expTAs

are of vital importance. Overseas markets insist on 
quality, originality and competitive prices. Purchase 
tax affects trade adversely under all these headings. 
The effect of the D scheme has beeri td lower quality 
and variety and to raise costs, while the restriction of 
the market for quality goods by purchase tax has 
already led to contraction of productive resources. In 
the case of Sea Island cotton purchase tax has had a 
singularly depressing effect, because the tax incidence 
is so high, on fabrics made from this high quality 
Empire fibre, as to make sales difficult.

In conclusion, it was stressed that while the indust 
in question were in full accord with the insistence of 
those in authority on the necessity of increasing the 
exports of high quality textiles at all costs, they claimed 
that it is inconsistent for the Government t<> voice such 
views while maintaining a form of taxation which exerts 
so strong an influence in the opposite direction.

Prior to the opening of the exhibition, representatives 
of the industries concerned met delegations from both 
sides of the House of Commons and further expressed 
their views and claims for effective action by the govern­
ment to remove the taxation in question, while a further 
statement of the case was transmitted to the Chancellor 
ot the Exchequer.

The exhibition itself remained open to the public for 
a period of two weeks during which it was visited by 
many people representative of different sections of 
business interests, as well as by officials and Members of 
Parliament.
hT ‘T" ¿e ho?ed that these efforts may eventually 
have the effect of causing the elimination of a form of 
orX-X?1 W 1S S^J^a^y agreed to be undesirable in 
principle and harmful m its effect.

Four-H Clubs in Jamaica 

Agricultural Training Centre

thc of the Q“® 
the Four H Cl u ' " ' James- executive secretary of 
Colonial nL? bS m Jamalca' announced that the 
aprXL^/ We’fare Organization had
an SltuK °G13>°«> for the establishment of 

movement raining centre in connexion with the 

tio^forT^^ P™vid«dKwith sleeping accommoda- 

concerned with )C avaPable to all agencies
courses it will off^faciHtiel fducat’on- Through short 
practical ap-rirnii- 1 C ^J68 ^or trammg in all phases of 
Fotm-H Which ^he activities of
tions, such as the AU-Isla^R Comm°dlty organiza­
tion, Ltd., and the All iX A“
Association, will establish d JmaIca Cane Tarniers 
centre and will cexP™ntal plots at the
training. P lde suPPiemental facilities for 

ant, has°beenXpTOffi^ Glasgow chartered account- 
Credit Corporation one VfThT" °f the British Guiana 
posed by the International r i or£anizaLons pro- 
five-year programme rBank to Put into effect its 
Mr. Duthie arrived in ¿^rfTClRCULAR’September, 1953.] 

ivea in Georgetown on February 3rd.
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Cocoa in Trinidad

Report of Cocoa Board
^he annual report* of the Cocoa Board of Trinidad 

and Tobago for 1952 records that in that year there 
were 421 applications in Trinidad for assistance under 
the rehabilitation scheme, of which 338 were approved. 
At the end of the year the total number of approved 
applications was 1,788, distributed among estates as 
follows: estates under 25 acres, 1,155; estates from 
25 to 50 acres, 218 ; estates over 50 acres, 415. There 
were 85 applications during the year from Tobago.

Applications in Trinidad in 1952 in respect of replace­
ment of other crops by cocoa numbered 400, of which 
317 were approved. This brought the total of approved 
applications under this head to 1,982, of which 1,692 
were approved. The approved applications were dis­
tributed among estates as follows : estates under 
25 acres, 1,209 ; estates from 25 to 50 acres, 234 ; 
estates over 50 acres, 249. One application was 
received during the year from Tobago.

Assistance was also approved during the year for the 
planting of 150 acres of citrus, 294 acres of coffee and 
29 acres of other crops. Interplanting of coffee in old 
cocoa as an alternative crop was approved by the 
Board. Sums aggregating $1,000 were approved for 
livestock, fodder and pens.

Production efficiency at the Board’s propagating 
stations decreased during 1952, a lower rooting per­
centage being obtained in all cases. The severity 
of the dry season was a major factor in bringing this 
about. 288,953 plants were produced at La Pastora, 
40,005 at Marper and 33,288 at King’s Bay. Four new 
estate propagators, of capacity 10,000 plants each per 
annum, were constructed, and one small propagator 
expanded to that capacity.

The number of plants distributed during the year 
was 375,497. Of these, 53,743 were utilized for nurseries 
and experimental work, and 300,095 distributed to 
planters—271,611 in Trinidad and 28,484 in Tobago.

The clonal variety I.C.S. 1 constituted over 50 per 
cent of the clones produced, and I.C.S. 95 about 25 per 
cent, the balance being I.C.S. 6, 8, 9 and I.M.C. 67. As 
far as possible, deliveries were made of mixed clones. 
No witchbroom-resistant clones (S.C.A. 6 and 12) were 
distributed in the general mixture, but some 10,000 
plants of I.M.C. 67 were distributed to the worst witch­
broom areas.

The price of cocoa fell during the year to an average 
of 38 cents per lb. Cess was collected throughout the 
year at a flat rate of 2 cents per lb. on all cocoa pro­
duced.

Variations of the subsidy scheme were published 
during the year which permit the Board to assist cocoa 
planters by offering a manuring subsidy in certain cases.

Since the report was issued additional variations have 
been made to the cocoa rehabilitation scheme, and these 
were published as a supplement to the Royal Gazette 
dated October 31st, 1953.

It is now made compulsory to plant permanent over
♦Trinidad and Tobago. Administration Report of the

the Cocoa Board for the Year 1952. Trinidad—A. 24/53. Govern­
ment Printing Office, Trinidad, 1953. Price 24 cents. 

head shade with clonal cocoa plants, and for this purpose 
the following shade trees have so far been approved : 
Erythrina poeppi (Anauca immortelle), Erythrina glauca 
(Bucare immortelle) and Gliricidia maculata.

To discourage close spacing the Board has introduced 
a uniform rate of subsidy for all spacings and an increase 
in the minimum planting distance. Spacing is now 
subject to a minimum of 96 square feet and a maximum 
of 324 square feet per cocoa plant, and the plants so 
planted shall be not less than 7 feet or more than 18 feet 
from another cocoa tree.

To restore the original ratio between the rate of 
subsidy and the cost of establishment there was need 
to increase the rate of subsidy for complete replanting. 
This is now to be $300 per acre, payable in four instal­
ments as follows : (a) after felling and establishing 
ground shade and permanent overhead shade, $50; 
(6) after planting clonal cocoa, $100; (c) when plants 
have been established in the field one year, $75 ; (d) 
when plants have been established in the field two years, 
$75.

There is to be a change of policy in dealing with lands 
cleared of cocoa for the growing of food crops under the 
government’s war emergency measures. The following 
variation gives effect to this policy : “ Assistance shall 
be provided for the planting of new lands with Cacao 
and the reconversion to Cacao of suitable lands cleared 
of Cacao for growing food crops during the War Emer­
gency. For the planting of new lands with Cacao, the 
Cocoa Board will provide Clonal Cacao plants free, and 
a cash subsidy of thirty cents per plant. The acreage 
of lands previously used for War Gardens shall be con­
sidered Cacao acreage and ten per cent, of this acreage 
will be eligible for replanting at full subsidy rates, and 
the remainder at 30 cents per plant. Lands at present 
in sugar cane may not be included in this category. 
This variation shall apply to the plantings of 1954 and 
subsequent years.”

The Colonies and Tuberculosis

The importance to colonial territories of the work of 
the National Association for the Prevention of Tuber­
culosis was never better emphasized than in the following 
quotation from the report of the association’s work in 
1952-53:—

“ British Colonial Territories, with their sixty million 
people, are now obliged to face the tuberculosis problem 
in their midst, with a variety of conflicting circumstances 
such as health authorities in Britain have never had to 
contemplate. Our colonies represent a mixture of races, 
a diversity of social conditions, and they are beginning 
to feel the effect of urban industrial strain which in 
England belonged to the age of Charles Dickens. 
Increased transport, by ’plane, train or motor bus, each 
new gold mine or coal mine, every fresh industry that 
is started, brings the population together in un­
accustomed ways. It places the non-immune beside 
those who have tuberculosis. It forces men accustomed 
to village life to follow the tempo of the factory. Unfor­
tunately, it is true that in the first phase increasing 
development means, for a primitive people, increased 
tuberculosis.”
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West Indies at Westminster

West Indian Regiment. Asked by Mr. Vaughan-Morgan 
what steps had been taken to re-form the West Indian Regiment, 
the Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. Hopkinson, stated 
in a written answer of January 27th, that the Secretary of 
State was still awaiting the final views of the governments on 
the revised proposals concerning those two battalions.

Troops in British Guiana. Mr. Emrys Hughes asked the 
Secretary of State for War the total cost of sending soldiers to 
British Guiana and maintaining them there up to December 
31st and what was his estimate of the weekly expenditure 
likely to be incurred in the current year.

In a written answer of February 1st, Mr. Head stated that the 
extra cost up to December 31st, 1953, including the cost of 
movement, had been about ¿100,000. The extra cost of main­
tenance was about ¿2,000 a week, and that would continue 
while the present garrison remained there.

Economic Proposals for Guiana. Asked by Mrs. White 
if he would make a statement on the Government’s economic 
proposals for British Guiana, following the publication of the 
World Bank report (Circular for September, page 231), Mr 
Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, stated’in a 
written answer of January 27th, that the matter was being 
discussed fully with Sir Alfred Savage, Governor of British 
Guiana, who was at the time in London. Mr. Hopkinson said 
he hoped that a statement could be made shortly.

Commonwealth Sugar Supplies. Mr. Hurd asked the 
Minister of Food, on January 25th, what were the total sugar 
supplies for 1953 and, separately, the amounts coming from 
Commonwealth countries, the British beet crop and dollar 
countries; and to what extent he expected Commonwealth 
supplies to increase during 1954.

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Food 
?7nnmn J total supplies for 1953 were approximately 
3,700,000 tons, of which about 1,440,000 tons came from 
fZX? ““tt'es, 662,000 tons from home-grown beet, 
1,400 000 tons from dollar countries, and 198,000 tons from 

commonwealth supplies to increase by

Sugar Prices. Mr. Hurd asked the Minister of Food on 
January 2oth how the present cost of home sugar production 
compared with the 1954 price of ¿41 a ton to be pm“ for supphes 
from the Dominions and colonies.

Hill whn 4.1—4. Minister of hood, Dr5 “’ ?° said that d^ect comparison was difficult but
the cost of home sugar production was about the same as’that 
Sprice SUgaI from the Commonwealth. He poinfod 
tat ¿4“ «s 4dage C'l f- P™e °f the latter P- to".

of Food nT1381”# Sir Waldr°n Smithers asked the Minister

r January 20th’ Mai°r L1°yd George 

ma“: con^dgeinbliO°dSta
SWSS SS-X“» ",K 

interest" tempOrary ««umstances would not be in the pubHe 

of^a^ 

other Dominions when Her Majesty’s GovernmJn? h 
government yt„S a^^“^ 

of January 27th, Stated ^^A? my^ighVhon11 r answer 

Minister said in reply to the horT MpmK°ni ^^d the Prime 
R. Acland) on Junf 16th, 1952 the grant to Si Grav5send (Sir 
upon the United Kingdom ’of rS * colonies dependent 
within the Commonwealth is a mattl?*^!® TTself-government 
Government and the territory con^ the United Kingdom

question were to arise of the adnu^u^” 

independent membership of the Commonwealth, all existing 
members would be consulted."

Technical Education. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he would take steps 
to expand the facilities for technical training in Trinidad and 
J amaica.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied in a written answer of January 27th, stated that that 
was a matter within the responsibility of the governments 
concerned, and he could assure Mr. Robinson that they had 
it very much in mind. In Jamaica, technical education was 
one of the branches of education to which the Government of 
that territory proposed to give priority during the next 10 years. 
In Trinidad, rapid progress had been made in the construction 
of the technical high school and college at San Fernando, which 
it was hoped would be opened in 1954.

Production of Feeding Stuffs. Asked by Mr. Roland 
Robinson what steps were being taken to encourage the pro­
duction of animal feeding stuffs in the West Indies, the Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. Hopkinson, stated in a written 
answer of January 27th, that the measures which were already 
being taken included the purchase of guinea corn from smail 
farmers, the manufacture of concentrates by government depart­
ments from cornmeal and rice milling residues, copra meal and 
citrus waste, and the fixing of guaranteed prices for feeding 
stuffs. There was, however, a general shortage of carbo­
hydrate feeding stuffs and animal protein and that situation 
could not be easily or quickly remedied. The recommendation 
of the industrialists’ mission on that point was under considera­
tion by the governments.

Fruit Canning Industry. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
of State for the Colonies whether in order to encourage 

the development of the fruit canning industry in the West 
Indies, he would urge the governments concerned to set up 
minimum standards of quality such as were enforced in Great 
Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the United States 
of America.

^ns?’®r of January 27th, Mr. Hopkinson, Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, stated that the Jamaica Govern- 
Unitlanva enJa§ed an expert «adviser and the mission of 

^ystoahsts which visited the West Indies 
stanc^rdsmnM^adwCa^d attentioi\ to the need for minimum 
elfnrr^ Hopkinson agreed that it was important to 
wist TnXi rstandards, and he was asking the Governors of 
West Indian Colonies what was being done.
MiStoof1^?”11^^ U K’ Mr’ asked the 
Minister of Food, on December 14th, if it was still the policy 
aid foodahSnrI or refuse the granting of a catering

and CatCrinS establishments that 

tion^but it George said tbat lle deplored racial discrimina- 
5™; to pre"i ' 'US P°Wer tO empI°y «gula- 

his^edSso^ ’ " IS Minister a"are that one oi 

aware °“‘ th,ls suggestion ? Is he further
states that it is Hotel- ln correspondence with me,
disgraceful ¿hat ihA? nAtO eniorce the col°«r bar ? Is it not 
should assist the hot ign bon- and gallant Gentleman’s Ministry 
could refuse it F ” Y granting !t a caterin8 H“nce, when he 

oxcee^’my^'jmw^s^f^ 1 am that 1 sh°“W

such as to nrewnt • .mpted to use them for social ends, 
obligation under the rnm1™inaflOn7 There is« 1 understand, no 
and" I cannot override S°n*aW f°r a caterer to serve anyone, 
should have thought th V? common law in that respect. I 
colour discrimination detOTent
the mat^an3^ -e would look into

tion or take other adprnat ^°rm he could introduce legisla- 
we should not be subS to^d™1“ qUit6 c-‘ain"that 
citizen in, or coloured the disgrace of any coloured

,51ands rcfused
- ajor Lloyd George repeated that he was very strongly 

{Continued on page 46)
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Old West Indian Companies
Their Romantic History

Gome thousands, of books have been written about the 
West Indian colonies, but not one, as far as we are 

aware, has been devoted exclusively to the histories of 
the English and Scottish firms and companies which 
have had close and continuous business connexions with 
those territories over a long period.

If such a book is ever prepared it should make 
fascinating reading as the history of these early pioneer­
ing concerns is inextricably woven into the fabric of 
West Indian history itself.

Among the companies which would certainly qualify 
for inclusion in the volume is the Demerara Company, of 
Liverpool, which can trace its origin back to the end 
of the eighteenth century. A most interesting account 
of its early history and its later development was 
published a short time ago in a supplement to the 
American and Commonwealth Visitor, but pressure on 
our space makes it impossible to deal with it adequately.

We reproduce the following extract from the article, 
however, not only because of its general interest, but to 
show that commercial life a century-and-a-half ago was 
anything but dull:—

“ Like many overseas enterprises the history of the firm 
starts with a Scotsman, a Mr. Mclnroy, who set up in 
business in Georgetown, the capital of Demerara, in 
1782. Eight years later Mr. Mclnroy was joined by 
another Scotsman, Mr. George Robertson, who brought 
with him from Grenada his newly admitted partner, 
Mr. Charles S. Parker, and his clerk, Samuel Sandbach. 
In the following year, 1791, Mr. Samuel Sandbach was 
admitted to partnership by Messrs. Mclnroy, Robertson 
and Parker. The management of the firm by these 
four partners continued until 1794, when Messrs. 
Robertson and Parker returned to Britain to succeed 
the Glasgow firm of Robertson, McKay & Co., as 
correspondents with the Demerara and Grenada busi­
nesses, which were henceforth to be managed by 
Messrs. Mclnroy and Sandbach.

“ This arrangement was, however, doomed to failure, 
because, in 1795, Messrs. Robertson and Parker, then 
in London, were dismayed to hear of the insurrection by 
the French coloured people of Grenada and promptly 
set off for the West Indies to find out what had happened 
to their property. Mr. Parker was able to report, in a 
letter to his father, that rumours of Mr. Mclnroy s 
capture by the French, when he was escaping from 
Grenada in the firm’s sloop Rambler, with £9,000 
property aboard, were unfounded ; in fact it appears 
that the sloop was engaged by a French privateer with 
much heavier armament, but, in spite of casualties, had 
repulsed all attacks and succeeded in making good her 
escape.

“ An interesting story is told which throws light on 
the origin of the firm’s house flag—broad blue, white 
and blue vertical stripes. It seems that the privateer 
challenged the Rambler and, as none could be found tor- 
use in reply, a flag was made by sewing a white shirt 
between the legs of a pair of blue canvas trousers . 
Incidentally, it was often a source of surprise, m later- 
years, that Sandbach ships carried their house flags at 

{Continued at foot of next column)

Sir Noël Livingston

Jt was with great regret that we learned of the death 
of Sir Noël Livingston, one of the best known figures 

in Jamaica, and President of the Legislative Council 
from 1945 to 1952. He died at his home in Jamaica 
on January 17th.

Bom in Kingston in 1882 he was the second son of 
the late Mr. Ross Jameson Livingston and was educated 
at Kingston Church of England Grammar School. He 
became a solicitor in 1906 and a notary public in 1916.

In 1936 he was appointed Custos Rotulorum for the 
parish of Kingston and in 1945 he was appointed a 
solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Jamaica. 
In the same year he was elected president of the new 
Legislative Council. He was a leading layman of the 
Church of England and an authority on the history of 
the island. In 1909 he published a book entitled Sketch 
Pedigrees of some of the Ea,rly Settlers in Jamaica. He 
was knighted in 1941.

Sir Noël was a director of several local companies 
and had served as chairman or vice-chairman of a 
number of charitable and other organizations. He was 
an old member of the West India Committee and for 
many years served on the executive committee.

In 1924 he married Lady Cuffe (Amy Blanche) widow 
of Surgeon-General Sir Charles Cuffe, K.C.B. She died 
in 1945 and there were no children of the marriage. 
In 1948 he married Dr. Olga J. McDonagh, daughter of 
the late Mr. Alfred Ellen, of Stickleport, Devon.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
December production of crude oil and casing-head 
gasoline amounted to 262,277 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for four weeks ended December 28th was 428,355 
barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for December was 278,052 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of 
December crude oil production, from own fields only, 
amounted to 535,651 barrels. 

the fore : so far as can be ascertained this custom 
derives from the early days of the nineteenth century 
when the firm’s ships were granted a privateer s Letters 
of Marque and Reprisal ’ by the Admiralty, which 
entitled them to fly the Royal Navy’s pennant at the 
main—hence the need of a new position for the house 
flag. The original ‘ Letters of Marque granted m 1805 
to Captain Peter Inglis, Commander of the ship 
Demerary belonging to Samuel Sandbach of Liverpool, 
are still in existence, although the firm s records do not 
show what use was made of this Royal , Commission 
granted by His Majesty King George III.”

The Demerara Co. Ltd. incorporates Sandbach, 
Tinne & Co., Ltd., Liverpool ; Sandbach, Parker & 
Co. Ltd. Demerara ; West India Co. (Canada), Ltd., 
Montreal’; and Sandbachs (Trinidad) Ltd. The fore­
runners of the present company established their 
headquarters in Liverpool in 1802,
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British Guiana Constitution World Fruit Trade

Requests for Wider Terms of Reference
Writing from Georgetown on January 20th, our cor­

respondent states : “ An ad hoc committee representing 
15 organizations and headed by Mr. W. J. Raatgever, 
sent a letter to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
urging wider terms of reference and larger membership 
for the Commission which has been appointed ‘ in the 
light of the circumstances which made it necessary to 
suspend the constitution of British Guiana, to consider 
and recommend what changes are required in it.’ The 
P.P.P. dominated Guiana Industrial Workers’ Union also 
sent a message to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
requesting an extension of the commission’s terms of 
reference.

The commission arrived in the colony early in 
January and is now

The 1953-54 edition of The Fruit Annual* reports a 
substantial improvement in the international fruit trade 
towards the end of 1952, followed by gradual improve­
ment in world trade in fresh and processed fruit in 
1953, though not as rapidly as sales of other consumer 
goods.

A feature of the world survey which forms the first 
chapter of the volume is the expansion shown in citrus 
exports from Israel, which amounted to 5,324,600 cases, 
compared with 3,700,000 cases in 1951-52 and 4,200,000 
cases in 1950-51. Prices for Israeli citrus, however,
were not so satisfactory. Shamuti oranges realized 
27/- per case compared with 31 10 in 1951-52, and grape­
fruit 27/- against 27/3. This reduction in price is
attributed to the large crop in

busy hearing evidence. 
The commission has 
paid visits to several 
parts of the colony 
and intends to visit 
others in order to 
familiarize itself with 
local conditions. At 
an introductory press 
conference the chair­
man said that the 
commission was a per­
fectly free body and 
had been given no 
directions regarding 
its recommendations, 
was not committed to 
any solution and was 
not bound to accept 
anyone’s suggestions. 
It intended to follow 
its terms of reference 
honestly and to make 
recommendations 
based not only on its

Jam^Ro^

Radford, secretary

Spain and the increased 
proportion of large and 
unpopular sizes in 
Israeli consignments.

United 
importers

Kingdom 
absorbed

60 per cent of Israel’s 
1952-53 season’s ex­
ports, Scandinavia and 
Finland 19 per cent, 
Belgium and Holland 
13 per cent. France 
and Germany were 
expected to take im­
ports in 1954, and the 
U.S.S.R. to buy larger 
quantities. Israel’s 
exportable surplus for 
1953-54 was put at
6,600,000 cases.

own experience and common sense, but also on advice 
and information given by members of the public and 
to 8overnment- The commission was not required 
to make recommendations on social, educational and 
economic matters, but considered that in order to 
appreciate the circumstances which had made it

Planting of new groves 
continued all over the 
country.

Shipments of bana­
nas from Israel, which 
are sent not only to

Development of British Guiana

Commons^ “ the House of

the development of British GuianT^ThH^T8 plaiJS f°r 
over the next five years woSd be ¿15 m 

reference to the scheme will be

c 4. i , nearby countries butinc^ Td Eur<>Pe, were becoming of
in tho and ab°ut 400 tons were exportedoth^ °f 1953 tO Switzerland, Finland and 

be^er^«Iaer market fruits and their varieties has 
dec enlar^ed- Other chapters deal with
trade dried f1 wor^d citrus production and
fruit (with a011 ’,. ^e nuts, quick freezing, tropical 
bananas base 1 SeCV!°n °n refrigerated gas-storage of

tra^™^ °f the rnual are Particulars of fruit 

calendar andJ.Joumals ; a fruit supply
the season and accPrdlng to varieties, months of 
SaSM fivT HnguSagefs /T^u’it sh^S^ide 

provided with
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ Qane no grow like grass.”

* * *
Mr. N. Wolffsohn, who has been appointed Speaker 

of the Legislative Council of British Honduras, was 
Colonial Secretary of that colony from 1943 to 1948. 
Mr. Wolffsohn was the first Honduran to hold that office.

* * *
Mr. T. H. Naylor, chairman and managing director 

of the Demerara Co. Ltd., of Liverpool, and a member 
of the executive of the West India Committee, left 
early this month for his annual visit to the United 
States, Canada and the West Indies.

♦ * *
The Observer prize for the best individual speaker, in 

the final of the National Union of Students’ debating 
tournament, which was televised by the B.B.C. from a 
technical college near London on January 2nd, was won 
by Mr. J. St. Elmo Hall, a Jamaican, who is studying 
medicine at Sheffield University.

* * *
Mr. G. M. Eccles, joint managing director of 

S. Davson & Co., Ltd., Berbice, and a member of the 
executive of the West India Committee, left London on 
February 6th for New York, en route for British Guiana. 
His manv friends will be glad to know that he has made 
an excellent recovery from his recent illness.

* * *
Mr. Roland Ricketts Phillips, Resident Magistrate, 

Jamaica, has been appointed Puisne Judge, British 
Guiana. Mr. Phillips was born in Jamaica in 1904 and 
educated there at Cornwall College. He entered the 
colony’s legal service in 1922 and was called to the Bai 
by the Inner Temple in 1941. He was appointed to 
his present post five years later.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Hon. W. H. Courtenay, 
Mr. H. H. Croucher, Mr. Donald C. Ferguson Mr. 
Leslie C. Harris, Professor H. D. Huggins and Mi. 
George Grant. The last named is the son of Mr. G. U. 
(Jackie) Grant, the former West Indies test cricket 
captain, and now principal of Adams College, Natal.

* * *
Miss Pearl Cole, a student nurse from Jamaica, 

who arrived in London on January 26th, was the 
10,000th student to be met by the British Council since 
it became responsible four years ago for the we are o 
colonial students in this country. Miss Cole, w ose 
photograph appeared in a number of London a 
provincial newspapers, has started her training a 
Gravesend and North Kent Hospital.

* * *
The Hon. W. H. Courtenay, of British Honduras, 

one of the advisers to the United Kingdom J!. e?a 
at the Conference of Commonwealth Finance Ministers, 
held recently at Sydney, Australia, (see last issue<page 3) 
was among recent callers at the West India $ ,
Rooms. He left Sydney by air on January -Oth and 
travelled to London via Singapore, Bangkok and New 

Delhi. Mr. Courtenay will travel home by air, via New 
York, and is due at Belize about the middle of this 
month.

* * *
The Demerara Co. Ltd., of Water Street, Liverpool, 

recently announced that Mr. P. H. Gibbings, O.B.E., 
Mr. T. P. Naylor, A.C.A., and Mr. G. H. S. Toller have 
been appointed directors of that company. Mr. Gibbings 
has been resident in British Guiana since 1946 and holds 
the power of attorney of the company there. Mr. Nay­
lor, after qualifying as a member of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, joined the company in June, 1950, 
and spent almost two years in British Guiana before 
joining the head office staff in June, 1952. Mr. Toller 
joined the company in October, 1947, and after residing 
in British Guiana for four years, joined the head office 
staff in April, 1952.

* * *
The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has 

appointed a commission to “consider educational prac­
tice and the development of educational policy, includ­
ing the training of teachers, with due reference to the 
cost of education and its relationship to the colony’s 
finances.” The chairman will be Mr. Leslie R. Missen, 
M.C., M.A., Chief Education Officer, East Suffolk 
County Council. In 1949 Mr. Missen went to India to 
represent the Ministry of Education at the S.E. Asia 
conference on rural education and, in 1950, he paid 
advisory visits, at the request of the Foreign Office, to 
the Ministry of Education in Persia, Iraq, Syria and the 
Lebanon.

Tourism in Jamaica

Montego Bay
Cupplies have been received of a new illustrated 
~ brochure depicting the amenities available to those 
who will pay a holiday visit to Montego Bay, and 
seldom can the attractions of this resort on the sunny 
north-west coast of Jamaica have been so effectively 
presented in tourist literature.

Illustrated in colour from actual colour photographs, 
the town of Montego Bay, the famous bathing beach at 
The Doctor’s Cave, the show places in the vicinity with 
their architectural treasures at Rose Hall, Kenilworth 
and Trelawney, the facilities for sport on land and at sea, 
come under review in turn, and the tourist is given an 
idea of “ a typical Jamaican Calypso ” by the inclusion 
of the words and tune of Daphne Walkin , a colourful 
quartet of musicians performing in front of a Traveller s 
Palm set in a garden of flowering shrubs and trees depicting 
the exotic surroundings in which such music may be 
heard. A colour photograph showing the sun sinking 
below the horizon across Montego Bay, which adorns 
the back cover of the brochure, gives a vivid impression 
of a gorgeous ending to a perfect day, such as those who 
visit Montego Bay may expect to experience.

Copies of the brochure are available on application to 
the West India Committee.
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WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER
{Continued from page 42)

opposed to racial discrimination, but it did not lie within the 
power of himself or of his department to use regulations, which 
were for other purposes altogether, to do anything in that 
direction, particularly as, before long, all licensing of catering 
establishments would disappear.

Asked by Dr. Summerskill if he was aware that one of his 
predecessors informed certain hotels who were exercising the 
colour bar that he disapproved of that discrimination, Major 
Lloyd George said : “I have done the same thing here this 
afternoon."

^r* Driberg said that that was not thc same thing at all.

Sugar Dumped at Bristol. Mr. Awbery asked the Minister 
of Food if he was aware that approximately 1,000 tons of brown 
Cuban sugar had been dumped by his department on a waste 
piece of ground near the canal at Barton Hill, Bristol, and 
covered with a tarpaulin ; and what steps were being taken to 
prevent the deterioration of that food through dampness and 
from being eaten by rats.

In a written reply of January 20th, Major Lloyd George 
*ta<; No. The site of this raw sugar is not waste land but 
protected private ground adjoining warehouse buildings under 

suPerYlsloa of experienced public warehouse 
£S“ftr ?S fuUy Protected ag“nSt the weather and 
is in no danger of being eaten by rats."

of^fS  ̂ Mr- Du§dale asked the Secretary
resigned orhad®5?Iomes h°w manN trade union advisers had 
resigned or had their appointments terminated since the present 
beenYeplaced : Whether- “ aU CaSeS'

“ PiP10118^’ in a.written answer of January 20th, stated •
ment^i^th^r^T exPerience of the trade union move­
ment in this country has resigned in this period. His work is 
now carried on by other labour officers.”

the'secretarv LT“1; ,Mr' Roland Robinson asked
« ®?? r y f ior the Colonies whether he would take 
in the^^™]^*4^ Panel.of Persons active in industry 
referYo ^“w^ndS^t SS

—r s 
s state b~^

™nt7n^

materia?oni SoU maSrs °i Dece.mber 9th’ said that

information services maintained included m the official
countries respectively by his ri»ht hoiTFHem^th0’?™0^ 
State for Foreign Affairs and iv u?' Jr?end the Secretary of
State for Commonwealth Relation" ™nd Secretary °f 

theYS^ YtaYYorYhe"? R°binSOn asked

Law, 1949, to a local compa n^XinitUdStr±S

a coir fibre suitable for making coffee 8 Pr?duction of 
iibre was produced in the ShS WesUndian on?“? bagS' Coir 
a substantial coconut industry but th a? iolon\es which had 
hmited to producing a fibrefor^ had So far been 
whether coir fibre bags could be produced at a doubtfuI
with imported jute bags. P ° Ced at a pnce competitive

Colonial Students in U K Mr r> t ■
of State for the Colon“ wkat record^^ Secretary

Mr.

January 20th, stated that there was no record of such students 
available in his department. Very few of the scholarship 
holders, who comprised about a quarter of the total, failed to 
complete their courses.

Transinsular Road, Dominica. Major Beamish asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies why the Administrator of 
Dominica had, against the advice of his engineers, and although 
the legislative council had three times given it priority, decided 
to defer the completion of the transinsular road, for which funds 
had already been allocated from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds under Scheme DI776, in favour of a new track 
through unsurveyed and unmapped country to an unspecified 
point on the eastern coast.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written reply of December 16th, said that 
no such decision had yet been taken.

Sugar Workers’ Housing. Mr. Tienburgh asked t? 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what proportion of the 
demand for lumber for the domestic building trade was made 
by the Sugai Producers Association for the purpose of housing 
and re-housing sugar workers in their employment during the 
last six months for which information was available.

In a written reply of November 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
there was no information available on the' total demand for 
lumber for domestic building nor on the amount used in housing 
sugar workers, but 336 houses were built through loans from the 
bugar welfare Fund m the first six months of 1953 and approx• 
mately 1,340 were in course of construction.

British Guiana Electorate. Mr. Sorenson on December 16th 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies the total electorate 
for the last election in British Guiana ; how many of those were 
men and women respectively ; what percentage were illiterate: 

hat was the number of local government electors ; and what 
comParable percentage of those who voted in the 

legislative and in local government elections 
ono qqq yV61!0"’ "i«° rePlied’ that the total electorate was 
ner " h°m 49 P,er CCnt’ approximately were men. and 20 
the ^nt approxmately were illiterate. rhe total electorate of 
in 30 of t^ he Was I2J38 In recent elections,

1 ’150 P7 VOted' as compared with 73 per cent, 
not^^ of Assemblv. Those figures do
XnUerS electoratc of Georgetown and New

Amsterdam, which totalled 5,555.
would aSked Yhether that question of the electorate
commission going to BritilcVan^ tO by

would b^dk^«^ d thouSht thc matter of the franchise
would be one of bL c°nse<luently no doubt the election 
inquire subjects into which they would have to

the’secret^v ^t^^ C!?im8’ Mr* W‘ T- Williams asked 
PSt or other nrin^d ponies what new publicity, by
Guiana in the iLff four had been undertaken in British
their rights to make tO ?1Ve workers information about
cases ‘° PrOCeed to a'bltrat“n

the >««’■ Mr. Lyttelton suppl.ed

Ordinance passed in 
ordinance and re»ffiXtP that an ^tract of the 
compulsorily displayed at made t thereunder should be 
however, has not vet been ^P aC?A work- The ordinance, 
A motion askin» 'for ^een fought into force by proclamation, 
by the minoS^ w£ introduced

on the Uth September 1953 • °f 4^mbly and debated
given by the Minister of T ai ’ but''as withdrawn on assurance 
Of his ffitention to Government then in office
^“oprocUimti^ ^«esting thc

been undertJklY'itT  ̂ ^''er Printed "otice has

officers of the Department e However,
and trade union officers of t| abour c°n;!tantly remind workers 
Claim compensation for tadns^?“^^ tO workers *" 
500 individuals are so assisted al lnjunes and approximately 
200 trade union officers anr,^ In Edition, about
in 1951 and 1952 on workmo^ 5 haVC been glven mstruct,i'n 
union seminars. The Gove™ ^compensation law at trade 
this as the most efectiveX^ Britisb Gniana «8"ds 
tion. ve means of disseminating such informa-
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

VISIT OF ARCHBISHOP OF YORK. Miss
Helen Goodwin, in a letter from St. John’s dated
January 18th, states : “ The visit of the Arch­

bishop of York, who arrived here on January 3rd, was 
of only five days’ duration, but in that time His Grace 
did much to leave his mark on the island. He visited 
the country parishes and preached on two occasions in 
St. John’s Cathedral. At the reception held for him at 
Government House, he answered any questions put to 
him, as there was no time to speak individually to each 
guest. At first the questions were hesitant and slow in 
coming, but as His Grace showed an obvious desire to 
be helpful, people lost their shyness and there was an 
interesting barrage of questions until the Governor 
declared that there was only time for one final question.

New Year Honours. “ We were very pleased that 
Mr. J. R. A. McDonald was awarded the M.B.E. in the 
New Year Honours. For many years an ardent scouter 
and a faithful civil servant, we feel that Mr. McDonald 
well deserves this recognition of his services. We are 
proud, too, of the knighthood of Sir Peter Bell, Chief 
Justice of British Guiana, as his family lived for many 
years in Antigua, where his father was Commissioner of 
Police.

Visitors. “ Visiting Antigua now is Mrs. R. Bliss, 
formerly Miss Joan Foote. She arrived yesterday with 
her two sons for a holiday, and is the guest of her mother, 
Mrs. E. M. Foote. Mr. Bliss will join her later.

“ Mr. and Mrs. Peterson spent Christmas in Antigua. 
Mrs. Peterson was formerly Miss Jean McDonald and 
lived at High Point, the site chosen for the U.S. Army 
base during the war.

“ Mr. Vesey Jarvis, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Ned 
Jarvis, is staying with Mr. and Mrs. Dalmer Dew at 
Hodges Bay.”
By Cable from our Correspondent, January 28th.

M.C.C. Tour. “ There was some exciting cricket in 
the two-day Leeward Islands v. M.C.C. cricket m^h 
played here on January 25th and 26th [see page 38]. 
Although the M.C.C. won by an innings and .runs 
our men gained in confidence and experience and batted 
more happily in their second innings. The two days oi 
the match were proclaimed public holidays to celebrate 
the first visit by the M.C.C. to Antigua. A crowd of 
approximately 6,000 watched the match, appreciating 
the exhibition of skilled batting, particularly by L. 
Hutton.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Christmas and the New Year. Our correspondent, 

in a newsletter from Georgetown dated January 20th, 
states: “After a dry spell which had begun to look 
like a failure of the end of the year rams we had a wet 
Christmas and New Year. The atmosphere wa; fa rly 
gay and the emergency regulations were re axe 
steel bands to play in the streets. Everyth g H , 
orderly, but there did not seem to be quite the spirit 

relaxation that there was last year. This was probably 
a legacy of our constitutional crisis.

Sugar. “ The 1953 crop closed at 240,176 tons of 
sugar. The dry spell at the end of the year enabled the 
estates to catch up somewhat with the production lost 
during the strike inspired by the P.P.P., but if there 
had been no strike, the 1953 crop would have been a 
record of at least 255,000 tons.

Rice. “ The Government of Malaya reports that the 
trial shipment of several grades of rice sent to that 
country by British Guiana last year has been favourably 
commented upon by consumers. Prospects of a rice 
exporting trade to the East seem good.

Interim Government. “ The new legislature was 
opened on January 5th with considerable ceremony. 
In his address to the House, the Governor, Sir Alfred 
Savage, appealed for a greater spirit of self-help and 
for more enthusiasm for the advancement of British 
Guiana. He said there must be ‘ a greater spirit of 
understanding and co-operation between capital and 
labour,’ and above all ‘ a greater regard for moral and 
spiritual values.’ His Excellency announced the 
appointment of Mr. W. J. Raatgever as Deputy Speaker.

1954 Budget. “On January 6th, the Financial 
Secretary, the Hon. W. O. Fraser, presented the legis­
lature with the draft estimates for 1954. It was a 
balanced budget, which proposed no new taxation. 
Public reaction has so far been favourable and the budget 
has been described as a sensible and sound endeavour to 
bring some calm to the troubled atmosphere caused by 
the recent political upheaval.

Detained P.P.P. Members. “ After considering 
the report of the advisory committee set up to consider 
the objections of the detained members of the P.P. ., 
the Governor ordered the release, on January 3rd, oi 
Mr. ‘ Bali ’ Lachman Singh, the only detamee who gave 
evidence before the committee. On January 12th, His 
Excellency ordered the release of the four other detainees 
—Mr Sidney King, Mr. Martin Carter, Mr. Rory 
Westmaas and Mr. Ajodha Singh ; but ordered that the 
movements of these four men after their release should 
be restricted to their areas of normal residence and 
that they should report to the police twice weekly. 
Similar restrictions have been ordered on the movements 
of Mrs. Tagan and three other members of the P.P. •

“The PPP started a movement demanding the 
removal of all restrictions on the former detained 
members and other leaders of the Party and police 
had to be detailed to preserve order and direct traffic 
at the P.P.P. headquarters where Party members were 
flocking to sign a petition to the Governor 
this commotion 19 persons were arrested by the police 
and released on bail after various charges were made 

against them.
More P.P.P. Convictions. “P.P.P. members Mr. 

‘ Bali ’ Lachman Singh and Mr. Ajodha Singh were each 
fined $300 or four months hard labour for holding an
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illegal meeting in Berbice. They both gave notice of 
appeal. Mr. Lachman Singh asked for, and was given, 
police protection after the magistrate had given his 
decision and it is surmised that Mr. Singh was afraid 
his Party would try to punish him for giving evidence 
before the committee appointed by the Governor to 
hear the objections of the detained members.

P.P.P. Activities. “ The Peoples’ Progressive Party 
has declared its intention of boycotting the Constitution 
Commission, and is trying its best to discourage the 
people from giving evidence before the commission. 
Although the P.P.P. has ‘ gone underground ’ to a large 
extent, it is still very active and now appears to have 
got a grip on the Transport Workers’ Union, which 
refused to answer the P.P.P.’s call to a general strike 
during the 1953 disturbances. At a recent Transport 
Workers’ Union election the members replaced the 
president with a P.P.P. adherent.

“ Dr. J. P. Lachman Singh, general president of the 
Guiana Industrial Workers’ Union, and minister of the 
former P.P.P. Government, told the Press that he was 
sure his Party would get a majority in the next elections 
and that it would then instruct its legislature to resign 
en bloc and to continue this embarrassing procedure until 
‘ the British Government gave to the people of British 
Guiana a constitution acceptable to the masses.’

“Mr. Sidney King, former Minister of Communications 
and Works, one of the five P.P.P. members detained at 
Atkinson Airfield, summoned the Attorney General, 
the Hon. F. W. Holder, and the Security Officer, Mr. 
David Rose, to show cause why he should be detained. 
Mr. King’s lawyer also applied for a summons against 
the Governor, but the judge, Mr. Justice Boland, refused 
to grant it. However, after the release of the detainees, 
nothing further was done.

Sedition Trial. “ Mr. Nasrudeen, a member of the 
P.P.P., has been referred for trial to the Supreme Court 
on a charge of ‘ having on September 20th, 1953, in the 
hearing of liege subjects of Our Lady the Queen, uttered 
a seditious speech the purport of which was that («) 
the white people were ill-treating workers of the colony 
and that the time would come when the workers would 
have to resort to force and violence; (5) that the 
working people would get the necessary money to obtain 
guns for the purpose of resorting to force and violence ; 
and (c) that the Queen was nobody but only a symbol of 
imperialism and that all the white capitalists in the 
colony were her stooges.’ Mr. D. N. Pritt, the British 
lawyer who defended Jomo Kenyatta, has been retained 
to defend Mr. Nasrudeen and Mr. Bowman (the other 
P.P.P. member who is charged with sedition and was 
previously referred for trial).

Governor in England. “ The Governor, Sir Alfred 
Savage, and Mr. J. L. Fletcher, Development Secretary, 
left on January 15th for London, to discuss with the 
Colonial Office the development programme proposed 
by the International Bank Mission and the financial 
aid necessary for this programme. The International 
Bank Mission recommended a five-year plan to cost 
almost ^14,000,000, for the improvement of agricultural 
methods, transport and social welfare. [See Circular 
for September, page 231.]

c Pr?;zil,s largest and oldest air line, 
the Cruzeiro Do Sol, has started a weekly air service 

between Brazil and British Guiana, the route being 
Manaos-Boa Vista-Georgetown.

New Judge. “ Mr. Roland Ricketts, Resident Magis­
trate, Jamaica, has been appointed a Puisne Judge, 
British Guiana.

Visitors. “ Among visitors to the colony during 
January were Lt.-Col. H. M. Davson, chairman of 
S. Davson & Co., Ltd., and the Hon. Mrs. Violet 
Davson ; and Mr. G. H. Lepper, editor of The Common­
wealth Producer.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Archbishop of York. Writing from Belize on 

January 21st, our correspondent states : “ The Arch­
bishop of York is spending a few days in the colony in 
the course of his Caribbean tour.

Yellow Fever Inoculation. “ It has been realized 
for some time that the incidence of yellow fever has been 
moving northwards through Central America. It is 
now reported in the Republic of Honduras, with which 
the colony has regular traffic. The Medical Department 
has taken immediate steps, redoubling the usual pre­
cautions of screening and oil-filming and introducing 
inoculation. Well over half the population of Belize 
submitted to voluntary inoculation in the first three or 
four days.

Trade Delegation. “ With a view to developing 
the export trade, a delegation has gone to Jamaica to 
discuss present and future prospects for lumber, beans, 
corn, cattle and rice. Of these, lumber and com alone 
are current exports.

Tobacco. “ An expert is studying the possibility of 
extending tobacco production. The present quality is 
poor.

Timber Resources. “ Estimates wax and wane. 
A recent broadcast by the Conservator of Forests 
envisages a sustained annual output of 1,000,000 board 
feet of pine from the untapped Mountain Pine Ridge. 
This is not very much, but he offers further hopes from 
increasing departmental reserves, fire control and the 
co-operation of private landowners.”

DOMINICA
Shipping. Our correspondent, writing from Roseau 

on December 31st, states : " The Harrison Line intimate 
that beginning in the middle of February, they will 
make trial monthly steamer sailings to British West 
Indian ports such as Antigua, Dominica and Saint 
Lucia, thus avoiding the bugbear of Dominica importers 
haying their goods carried past their own island to, say, 
T rinidad, there to be transhipped, at times, on a new 
bill of lading, with the consequent loss of time and 
possibly goods. The news has been well received here.

Witch Hunt. “ We have had a witch hunt at a 
little place near Roseau called Jiraudel. The witch 
was reported as seen flying, was shot down, and then 
pricked with a piece of iron, without positive result. 
Then she was removed to her home ; but who ever 
heard of a witch having a home—beings reputably 
thought to be haunters of graveyards and ruined 
churches. Thereafter the police took a hand in the 
matter and had the witch taken to the hospital, where



February, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 49

she is reported to be recovering and is no witch. Noth­
ing more has been heard and all are agreed that the 
tale is a pure canard.

Statue Stolen. “ About a mile outside of Roseau, 
up the valley of the river of that name, and near 
Trafalgar, a pious person erected a statue in honour of 
our Lady of Fatima. It had the usual collection box 
attached to it. Impious hands stole the statue and the 
collection box. The statue has been returned, but not 
the collection box. The act is regarded here as 
sacrilege.

Water Supplies. “ Although Dominica is so well 
watered, contamination of the water supply by sewerage 
is dreaded and in one of the banks three bottles of 
boiled water are purchased daily. In addition, each 
clerk has a separate towel. Prevention is better than 
cure.

Cost of Living. “ Reviewing 1953, the authorities 
have signally failed to reduce the cost of living. The 
population of Roseau has certainly increased and also 
the amount of ground provisions coming to market, but 
prices of the goods have doubled and trebled. Eggs 
are 6d. for Canadian, and 7d. for island laid, whole milk 
can be left out of account because of its scarcity, while 
we bring the famous milk products of Nestles from as 
far away as Australia; meat is scarce, but not so scarce 
as it was; flour is now decontrolled, but it makes no 
difference, the price being as before. Altogether 
things are not rosy and those with families to support 
are finding it difficult. Rum continues in good demand.

New Cinema. “ The building of the new cinema is 
practically completed and the noises that one hears 
from the inside of the edifice suggest that the seating 
foundations are being attended to. The embrazure 
works, after a spell of quietude, have again got going 
and the only thing that might stop them is the vote 
being exhausted.”

JAMAICA
Civil Service Conference. Our correspondent, Mi. 

H. P. Jacobs, in a letter from Kingston dated January 
27th, writes : “ Speaking at the annual conference of 
the Jamaica Civil Service Association on January 25th, 
the Governor, Sir Hugh Foot, said : ‘ I believe that there 
is no better system anywhere in the colonial Empire 
than the ministerial system in Jamaica. He paid 
tribute to the part played by the Civil Service.

West India Regiment. “ The Chief Minister, the 
Hon. W. A. Bustamante, recently forwarded a letter 
through the Governor to the Prime Minister, Sir Winston 
Churchill, referring to the delay in recreating the West 
India Regiment and emphasising Jamaica’s willingness 
to share the financial burden.

By-Election. “ Five candidates were nominated on 
January 26th for the Hanover by-election. The new 
Parmers’ Party, the People’s National Party and the 
National Labour Party (the left wing splinter party 
formed from the P.N.P. in 1952) all made nominations. 
Mr. Bustamante’s Jamaica Labour Party is not con­
testing the seat, and there are two independent candi­
dates. The election is on February 18th.

Agriculture and Trade. “ The acreage under rice 

was roughly doubled in 1953, with 13,000 acres under 
cultivation at the end of the year. Merchants criticize 
the development of this industry and at a recent 
Chamber of Commerce meeting one trader declared that 
‘ it is monstrous that this staple item of diet should 
retail at lid. per lb.’ The price of local potatoes has 
also been criticized.

“ These attacks reflect the sensitiveness of merchants 
to political criticisms of the cost of living. They suspect 
that the Government is anxious to win the agricultural 
vote by a protectionist policy raising price levels, and 
distract the attention of the urban population from this 
by attacking traders’ margins. They particularly fear 
this policy in view of the fact that the general elections 
are due this year.

“ Since merchants say, ‘ Open the dollar markets and 
we will lower the cost of living for you,’ while politicians 
reply, ‘ But we are not free agents in currency matters,’ 
the general effect of the controversy is to focus attention 
on grievances over dollars and to create doubts as to the 
spirit in which Britain regulates currency control.

Textiles. “ The Trade Administrator announced on 
January 16th that, in establishing the basis for alloca­
tions of textile quotas under the U.S.A. Token Imports 
Scheme, purchases of textiles from the Ariguanabo Co. 
of Jamaica would be taken into account.

Tourist Trade. “It is expected that early steps 
will be taken to replace the Tourist Board and the 
Trade Control Board by new statutory bodies.

“ The new Round Hill Hotel in Hanover was opened 
this month.

Handloom Weaving. “ A scheme sponsored by 
Reynolds Jamaica Mines for the training of local girls 
in handloom weaving has now been in operation for a 
year, and 20 looms are in operation at Ocho Rios, 
producing tourist goods. The company makes no profit 
from the scheme.

Currency. “ Further discussions arc expected to 
take place between Jamaica and the Currency Board of 
the Eastern Caribbean with a view to arriving at 
agreement on further steps for partial unification of 
B.W.I. currency. It is proposed that Jamaican notes 
shall be similar in design to the B.W.I. dollar notes, 
but with sterling on one side and the dollar equivalent 
on the other.

Local Government. “ Proposals to remodel the 
constitution of the Kingston and St. Andrew Cor­
poration are being discussed by the K.S.A.C. Council. 
An important feature of them is that they envisage the 
disappearance of the eight ex-officio members—the two 
Custodes of Kingston and St. Andrew and the six 
members of the House of Representatives for those 
parishes It is considered that the presence m the 
council of members not elected for the specific purpose 
of managing municipal affairs is damaging to efficiency. 
The wholly elected council would contain 25 members 
(12 urban, 12 suburban, 1 for Port Royal) and the 
municipality would be known simply as the City ot 

Kingston.’
Traffic Control. “The Traffic Committee of the 

Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation has adopted 
fof In experimental period of three months a compre-
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hensive plan of traffic control drawn up by Major R. A. 
B. Smith, the traffic expert invited to Jamaica by the 
local Automobile Association.

“ The Trelawny Parochial Board has been dis­
solved, and Mr. E. E. A. Campbell, barrister and last 
Member of the Legislative Council for Kingston under 
the old Constitution, has been appointed Commissioner 
to administer parochial affairs.

Maroons of Accompong. “ Sir Hugh Foot recently 
visited the Maroon town of Accompong in St. Elizabeth 
and listened to the complaints of the people. He 
warned them against thinking they could get anywhere 
by merely talking about the past and resenting outside 
help. ‘ You should be proud of your history,’ he 
said, ‘ but I am told that you resent help from outsiders 
and you cannot agree among yourselves. You cannot 
progress if you refuse to accept help and what help we 
can give is useless unless you are a united people.’

New Hospital Proposed. “ The government plans 
to sell the present site of the Montego Bay Hospital 
and to build a modern, well-equipped hospital in that 
town. This follows a strong report made on the state 
of the hospital by a commission appointed by the 
Health Minister, Mrs. Rose Leon, as a result of statements 
made in the Daily Gleaner about the death of a child 
called Eulalee Green who was a patient at the hospital 

Port-of-Spain. * T^g7v^ of th* Holy Trinity,
nor and Lady Rance attended the service

some months ago. Judicial proceedings are being 
taken to re-open the coroner’s inquest on Eulalee 
Green. It is proposed to build another hospital on 
modern lines at May Pen in Clarendon.

Archbishop’s Visit. “ The Archbishop of York 
visited Jamaica from January 9th to 18th. He preached 
at Half-way Tree Church on January 10th, addressed 
meetings in Kingston and St. Andrew on January 12th, 
13th, 14th, and paid a visit to the country, where he 
preached at Montego Bay on January 17th. He 
warned of the need for a positive Christian reaction to 
the threat of Communism. His personality, intellectual 
power and vitality left a profound impression. He 
also visited the University College of the West Indies, 
the Nuttall Hospital, St. Peter’s Theological College, 
and various Anglican schools, including St. Hilda’s at 
Brown’s Town and the new Queen’s School for girls in 
the Corporate Area, which he opened. He was guest 
of honour at a government reception on January 14th.

Golf. “ The Jamaican Open Golf Championship 
which started at Constant Spring on January 21st has 
attracted a large number of entries from America, 
Canada, Argentina and Colombia, including the two 
well-known Argentine professionals, de Vicenzo and 
Cerda. Paul Rosse, of Colombia, won the championship 
on January 24th, while Vicenzo tied for second place

with Charlie Harper, of Georgia, U.S.A. Mr. 
L. R. Mayall, chairman of the Jamaica Golf 
Association, presented the trophy.

Cricket. “ The West Indies victory in the first 
test match with the M.C.C. at Sabina Park was 
remarkable for the sudden collapse of the English 
batting on the last day. The tactics of the B.W.I. 
team, though justified by success, have been hotly 
condemned by local cricket enthusiasts.

Arrivals and Departures. “ Colonel H. 
Drury, Chief of Staff at Up Park Camp from 1944 
to 1948, and subsequently in legal practice in 
Jamaica at Mandeville, is leaving to take up an 
appointment as District Magistrate in the Gold 
Coast.

Dr. W. Russell Hunter, of Glasgow Univer­
sity, recently arrived to pursue zoological 

Particular reference to snails.
Mr. R. H. Wyche, Food and Agricultural 

rice exPert> who arrived July 19th, 
1952, to assist m the expansion of the rice industry 
[Circular, August, 1952, page 188] has completed 
his work and left the island ”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
i +Tari? Institute. Our correspondent, in a 

^“Port-of-Spain dated January 27th. 
scares. Ihe Governor will formally open the 

C™nbbi_ean Farm Institute at Centeno, 
Aruna pn March 4th. The institute, with Mr. J. C. 
Hotchkiss as principal, has been established by the 
thi» Barbados, the Leeward Islands,

and Trinidad and Tobago 
schema % Colonial Development and Welfare 
culturkt« °r tbe .tra^n^nS °f professional agri- 
noS rnm Pr%CtlCa! scientific agriculture. The 

ormal course of training will cover a period of
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two years, but the institute will initially provide 
two special courses, each of 52 weeks duration, for 
members of the staffs already employed in departments 
of agriculture in the area. The first group of students is 
expected to arrive on March 3rd.

Obituary. “ Councillor Joseph F. Nelson, Mayor of 
Arima, died on January 11th at the age of 75. Mr. 
Nelson had been associated with the Arima Borough 
Council since 1912, holding the position of auditor from 
that year to 1915 when he became a councillor. He 
was mayor during 1945-46 and again from November 
last year. Mr. Nelson, who was awarded the M.B.E. 
in the New Year honours for public services, was a 
Justice of the Peace in Arima for a number of years 
and also the secretary of the Arima Race Club.

Government Railway. “ The administration report 
of the affairs of the Trinidad Government Railway for 
1952 disclosed a loss of nearly $3,000,000, including 
§1,500,000 from passenger services and $640,000 from 
freight services. The loss is attributed to intensive 
competition from road transport which is accentuated 
by the very poor standard of equipment at present in 
use as passenger accommodation. Since 1952, the period 
covered by this report, certain outlying sections of the 
railway line have been closed to passenger traffic.

New Indian Commissioner. “ Mr. Badri Nath 
Nanda, newly appointed Trinidad Commissioner for the 
Government of India to the British West Indies and 
British Guiana, arrived in Trinidad by the s.s. Colombie 
on January 13th. He was accompanied by his two 
daughters and two sons. Mr. Nanda, who is a former 
deputy secretary to the Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs, joined the Indian Civil Service in 1926. At a 
Press conference shortly after his arrival, Mr. Nanda 
promised that during his term of office he would do 
everything in his power to maintain and develop where 
possible all cultural and social ties established by his 
predecessors.

Tobacco Experiment. “ For the last two years 
tobacco growing experiments in various types of soil 
have been carried on in Trinidad by the British American 
Tobacco Company, and the signs are now promising 
for the establishment of a flourishing industry. If it 
proves to be possible to manufacture cigarettes from 
locally grown leaf, the Trinidad smoker will look forward 
to a cut in the cost of this ‘ luxury.’

Bananas. “ A big improvement in the Trinidad 
banana export trade is expected through a new market 
which has been obtained in the United Kingdom, 
large planting programme has been undertaken and it 
is hoped that within a year or so a big boom will develop. 
The Union International Co., Ltd., which is mtereste 
in importing bananas into the United Kingdom ,is 
willing to take all that this colony can offer up to 1,UOU 
tons a week. The plan provides for transporting the 
bananas in the refrigerated ships of the Blue btar. 
Booth and Lamport & Holt lines. It is expected that 
the Gros Michel, Lacatan and Cavendish varieties will 
be grown for this trade.

Pioneer Industries. " With 22 pioneer industries 
already in production and others in prospec , e 
Economic Advisory Board can look with some measure 

of satisfaction on its work since March, 1948, when it 
was constituted. Among prospective new industries 
are the manufacture of men’s hosiery, building materials 
and fertilizers. Establishment of an asbestos cement 
factory capable of turning out 25,000 tons of products 
annually is also a possibility, plans for which are likely 
to be completed when the cement works erected by the 
Rugby Portland subsidiary called Trinidad Cement, 
Ltd., goes into production.

“ An important milestone in industrial development 
was the formal inauguration in the middle of January 
of the factory set up by British Paints (Caribbean), Ltd.

“ Another important development was the establish­
ment in December of a branch factory of the Coconut 
Growers’ Association of Trinidad and Tobago, where 
production of toilet soap began. It is reported that 
the new toilet soap is the only one of its kind which 
has been specially designed for the tropics and is a 
result of three years’ research by an expert from one of 
Europe’s largest soap and edible oil companies situated 
in Holland. The scents and colours used were deter­
mined by market research.

Tennis. “ Trinidad tennis fans were thrilled with 
exhibition tennis supplied by a visiting team of top-class 
players from England, comprising Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
Mottram, Miss Helen Fletcher and Mr. Colin Hannam. 
In matches played against Trinidad’s best, they proved 
to be too good, but some of the Trinidad players, if not 
able to extend the English players, at least gave them 
a good game.

Cinemascope. “ Through the enterprise of Mr. Nur 
Gokool of the Globe Cinema, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
has acquired the latest development in screen technique, 
the Cinemascope. Scenes reminiscent of a world 
première in Hollywood were seen outside the Globe 
Theatre, as leading personalities in Government, trade, 
industry and the arts arrived for the Caribbean première 
of the Cinemascope film The Robe. The Governor, Sir 
Hubert Rance, and Lady Rance were there, so, too, were 
the Archbishop of Port-of-Spain, Ministers, Legislative 
Councillors and the Mayor and Mayoress of Port-of- 
Spain.” =====

Colonial Appointments

Recent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following :—

Ashurst, C. P. (District Commissioner, British Guiana), 
Senior District Commissioner, British Guiana.

Da Costa, A. B., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P. (Medical Officer, 
Grade B, Trinidad), Senior Physician, British Guiana.

Holtz, N. F. de B. (Deputy Accountant-General, Jamaica), 
Accountant-General, Jamaica.

Lewis, P. C. (Crown Attorney, St. Lucia), Attorney-General, 

^Lovelace, A. (Civil Commissioner, Mauritius), Administrator, 

AMncHELL R. w. (Education Officer, Queen’s Royal College, 
Trinidad), Senior Education Officer, Queen’s Royal College, 

TlMoNRO, J- L- (Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), Superin- 

te^MLiNS(W°1EeCK(Ts^istant Administrator General, Jamaica), 

Deputy Administrator General, Jamaica.
New Appointments

Wanrooy S L., Tobacco Growing Expert, British Honduras. 
Y^TES? a! R. H., Assistant Harbour Engineer, Trinidad.
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Company Reports and Meetings
------ *------

Kern Oil Company, Ltd.
Tn their report for the year ended ¡May 31st, the directors 
A state that in Trinidad 15 new well^ were completed, one of 
which was unsuccessful. Four ¡wells xyere recompleted to take 
production from other zones. ' I ' 1

In the course of his annual1 review । which: accompanied the 
report, the chairman, Mr. G. W. Ive)y, statés : “ Since May, 
1952, there have been fluctuations in t)ie pricfe receivable by us 
under our crude sales contract ç the cjurrent ¡price, however, is 
somewhat higher than that applying at May 31st, 1952.

“ The gross profits of Kern Trinidad Oilfields, Ltd., showed 
an increase of about 12 per cent, but depreciation and taxation 
both increased in greater proportion émFthç net profits come 
out at approximately 30 per cent lowjer. ; The steady increase 
in gross profits over the last four years, in spite of rising costs 
for materials, salaries and wages, is a reflection of a vigorous 
and well organized exploration and development programme 
assisted by an increase in crude pricesj Particularly gratifying 
is the production from the opeping up ¡of dur ¡freehold lands and 
Crown leases in the area immediately to ; thé west of our Per­
severance field. Drilling in this area started an July, 1950, and 
we have now drilled 26 wells (including only one failure) with 
a current production of over 1^300 barrels pêr day. Old wells 
which in May, 1949 (the commencement of oui! post-war develop­
ment programme) were giving pn aggregate production of 1,220 
barrels per day are still producing 1,140! bajrrels. We have a 
number of wells which can be! recompleted pi higher sands as 
the lower- sands become depleted, so tpat the ¡decline in produc­
tion, through age should continue to be'more than made good by 
recompletions and new drilling.

“ In the marine areas a geological! survey which has been 
made is being studied with a 'view tcj the prospect of further 
development. ! ' ! !

“ In the central areas progress is extrefnely slow on account 
of the difficult nature of the formation and the heavy expense 
of .pioneer work. Our lessors are showing ¡practical co-operation 
in meeting these difficulties ahd our ¡arrangements with them 
are on mutually satisfactory terms.” ; ' ;

Angostura Bitters, Ltd.
The directors, in their report for tlie yeay ended September 

30th, state that the net profit amounted to ¿$6,043. From this 
s deducted ¿15,035 for provision for ¡taxation thereon, leaving 
<21,008, which, added to income tax adjustments of ¿2,870, 
md the balance brought forward from last year of ¿29,493,’ 
nakes a total of ¿53,371. Interim ¡dividends of 5 per cent 

(less Trinidad income tax ah 40 per; cent) ¡on the preference 
shares, and 5 per cent (less tax) on jhe : ordinary shares have 
absorbed ¿5,100, and the directors recommeind final dividends 
of 5 per cent (less tax) on the preference shares and 5 per cent 
(less tax) on the ordinary shades absorbing ¿5,100 ; donations 
to chanties and public appeals, ¿500 ; transfer to building 
reserve, ¿1,041, and a transfer to general rjeserve of ¿10,000 
leaving ¿31,630 to be carried ¡forward. ;

I he chairman, Mr. A. Emlyn, in liis ¡annual review, which 
accompanies the report, states : “ Tile net profit (before tax) 
increased by ¿8,784—from ¿27,260 tjo ¿36,044. This was in 
large measure due to an increase in the volume of sales of the 
company s products. Every effort will be made to secure still 
further expansion of our turnover, despite thé continued restric­
tions—and in some cases practical ¡prohibition—against the 
importation of our products into many countries. Your board 
and all the officers of the company are always peeking new outlets 
as well as the further development of ¡existing ones.

“ In my predecessor’s statement, presented in 1952, reference 
was made to the company’s liquid position. ; At that time, the 
ratio of current assets to current liabilities jvas 1.29 to 1 : at 
September 30th, 1953, this ratio has improve^ to 1.45 to 1. .

Your board confirms its policy to! improve still further the 
liquid position and the recommendations Set out in the accom­
panying report have been framed accjordingiy.

‘‘You will be glad to note that all ¡the subsidiary companies 
made profits during the year under review. ¡Trinidad Distillers 
Ltd., was able to meet its obligations in fùll and during the 
month of December, 1953, will be replaying to the parent com­
pany ¿2,500 less tax, in respect of th|e arrears of dividend and 

¿866 towards the balance outstanding against the;capital redemp­
tion fund. ... j

“ You will not expect me to venture any prediction as to the 
current year, but I can assure you that we face ¡the future with 
enthusiasm and sober confidence.”

Trinidad Sugar Estates Ltd.
In their report for the year ended September 30th, the directors 

state that the net profit after providing for all charges and 
depreciation, amounts to ¿54,734, which, added[ to the amount 
of ¿22,088 brought forward from last year, makes a total of 
¿76,822. Out of this is deducted ¿32,358 for taxation reserve 
on the year’s profit and additional provision Required for the 
previous year, and ¿5,000 for transfer to general reserve. Out 
of the remainder of ¿39,464, the directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend of 7| per cent, less income tax, which 
will absorb ¿9,652, leaving ¿29,812 to be carried forward.

The production of sugar for the year showed a welcome 
recovery from the poor output of 1952 being 10,834 tons against 
7,699 tons, the canes crushed amounting to 110,980 tons com­
pared with 74,551 in 1952. Estate canes were ¡more by 34,205 
and farmers’ by 2,224 tons. Good weather conditions prevailed 
during the grinding season, but 10.24 tons of cape were required 
to make a ton of sugar compared with 9.68 last year. Sufficient 
labour was again available during the whole of the year.

To cover the higher cost of supplies and wageis, the price paid 
to Commonwealth sugar producers by the Ministry of Food was 
¿3 16s. 8d. more than in 1952. The price for molasses showed 
a substantial reduction compared with the very high price which 
had ruled in the early part of 1952.

As a result of the substantial increase in tlie production of 
sugar, income from produce rose from ¿316,006 to ¿455,770, 
but on the other hand, expenditure rose frc>m ¿299,846 to 
¿391,071. A levy of ¿2 15s. Od. per ton on: sugar exported 
was again made for factory rehabilitation, price stabilization 
and labour welfare. During the year ¿4,966 was drawn from 
the rehabilitation fund for capital expenditure incurred.

In his annual review, which accompanies ¡the report, the 
chairman, Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, states :i ' 1 am glad to 
inform you that Trinidad had more normal feather in 1953 
compared with the very dry weather in 1952 ¡and as a result 
the production of sugar increased substantially. This was 
principally due to estate canes as the total available for farmers’ 
was again disappointing. The average yield from estate canes 
was 37 tons 9 cwt. per acre compared with 24 tons 8 cwt. in 
1952 and the tonnage reaped was a record for ¡the estate.

I he average price per ton realized for sugpr, including by­
products, and after deducting the levies of ¿2 il5s. Od. per ton 
made under the Trinidad Sugar Industry i Special Funds 
Ordinance, 1948, was ¿42 Is. 5d. compared with ¿41 0s. lid. 
in 1952. As a result of the larger production, costs in Trinidad 
were lower at ¿36 Is. lid. against ¿38 18s. 1 Id J The profit per 
ton in Trinidad was, therefore, ¿5 19s. 6d. per ton of sugar 
compared with ¿2 2s. Od. in 1952.

“ During the year ¿9,007 was spent on buildiiigs on the estate, 
principally for additional staff bungalows and ¡cottages and for 
a factory garage to house the increased mechanized equipment 
being used on the cultivations. ¿8,709 was also spent on new 
tractors and accessories and on motor vehicles.!
, . A sum of ¿6.250 was received during the* year from the 
1 nnidad Government to cover the cost of building up traces 
wInch. were lowered when the Churchill-Roosevelt highway was 

in t. I his amount has been placed to reserve find as and when 
the traces are made up, the cost will be charged against this 
provision.

1 he company’s financial position continues tb be satisfactory, 
e surplus of current assets over current liabilities and pro- 

?ei?S ^164’744 compared with ¿155,767 last year. The 
°f stores shows a welcome fall due to ¡lower prices for 

fertilizers and bags.
QtaT-S171/18 yeaI a contributory pension scheme has been 
reasnnlbi the .statf in 1 nnidad with a view? to providing a 
^asonabie pension on retirement to those whp remain on the 
senior° workinS hfe. There pre a number of 
numbed?1OyeeS "?° haVe becn with thc company for a great 
number of years who are outside the scheme dn the ground of
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BOVRIL

of real BEEF

Oil hrnrri

iiiii

gives your meals 

the goodness

Good cooks know the: value of Bovril. 

Its rich flavour makes the simplest meal 

tasty and appetising; its beefy goodness makes food more 

nutritious. Bovril is thé concentrated goodness of beef.

BOVRIL PUTS BEEF (UTO YOU

E

mi

STEEL OFFICE EQUIPMENT
S*NKEY-SHELDON LTD 46 CANNON STREET. LONDON. E.C.4 

When writing to advertisers, please mention The West

Complete office equipment in steel provides the 

efficiency which modern business methods 

demand. Steel is durable, strong, fire-resisting, 

vermin and damp-proof and easy to keep clean. 
Sankey-Sheldon Steel equipment for office'and factory 

includes Lockers, Filing Cabinets, Desks, Cupboards, 

Partitioning, Shelving—all in steel.

India Committee Circular.



xii. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR February, 1954

T.GEDDES GRANT,I™
i Commission Merchants & Manufacturers’ Agents COPRA PRODUCERS!

With Fifty-three Years’ Experience

Head Office:

PORT-OF-SPAIN, TRINIDAD
Branch Offices:

: GEORGETOWN, DEMERARA, BRIT. GUIANA.
BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS, B.W.I. 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, B.W.I.

Additional territory covered by our travellers : 
WINDWARD ISLANDS (Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, 
Dominica), LEEWARD ISLANDS (Antigua, St. Kitts- 
Nevis, Montserrat), BAHAMAS, BRITISH HONDURAS.

Bankers:
Canada • - •
British West Indies - The Royal Bank of Canada.
U.S.A. - - -J

England - The Westminster Bank Ltd.

Cable Address: “GEDDES.”
CeWw ui«d: Bsntl.y*. 1st and 2nd. A.B.C. 6th. Western Union. Acme. Universal 

Trade and Private Codes.

Do you want to

Produce higher grade Copra?

Ensure constant Production?

Reduce Costs?

It Was 1889

We can show you how to do all these 

things. Write to us for full details of 

the range of “Chula" Copra Dryers and 

other coconut processing machinery.

steam in carrying cargoes to and from 
these islands, when The Bank of Nova 
Scotia opened its first West Indies 
branch in Kingston, in 1889.

Today, through 22 branches in 
Jamaica, Cuba, Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic, this Bank pro­
vides a complete, on-the-spot banking 

service for the modern men of com- 

merce.

j THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA 
■ n in Canada in ^2 limited liability)

■ Over 340 branches in Canada and abroad

■

If you grow Rubber . . . 
we will be pleased to explain how the 
latest Huttenbach Rubber Machinery 

can help you to improve quality and 
increase output.

Write to

TYNESIDE FOUNDRY & 
ENGINEERING CO. LTD.

Patentees and Sole Manufacturers 
established 1898.

Elswick • Newcastle upon Tyne • England

aF^ndry’ Ne^tle-on-Tyne"
Codes: ABC 5th and 6th Editions

« filing to adverttsers, please mmiion The West India Committee Circular.
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age and the provision of ¿10,000 for staff pensions made some 
years ago will be utilized towards providing pensions for these 
employees as and when they retire.

“ Mr. S. A. Howard, who had been general manager of the 
estate in Trinidad since 1941, retired from that post as from 
September 30th, 1953, after having been 53 years on the estate. 
I must on behalf of the company express our appreciation of 
the unique services Mr. Howard has rendered and I am glad 
to be able to say that his advice and experience will still be 
available to the company in Trinidad in an advisory capacity. 
Mr. C. W. Howard, who joined the staff in 1941, and who is a 
son of Mr. S. A. Howard, has been appointed general manager.

“ I was able to visit the estate during the crop period and 
I found both the cultivations and the factory in good order. 
As regards the prospects for 1954 crop, the weather has been 
rather wet in Trinidad and also there has been some froghopper 
damage to sugar cane. Subject, however, to weather conditions 
during the grinding period, I think we should have a good yield 
from estate canes and it is hoped that tonnage of farmers’ canes 
will show some improvement.

“ For 1954 crop the price payable under the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement with the Ministry of Food for that part of the 
Commonwealth exports being bought at the negotiated price 
has been fixed at ¿41 per ton, a reduction of ¿1 6s. 8d. This 
reduction is due to the fall in the price of bags and fertilizers. 
Any part of our export sugars which are not covered by the 
negotiated price allocation will have to be sold on the basis of 
world price plus imperial preference and this is at present well 
below the negotiated price of ¿41. The term of the Common­
wealth Sugar Agreement has been extended for a further year 
to 1961.”

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd.
the annual general meeting of this company was held in 

London on January 20th, the chairman and joint managing 
director, Mr. Malcolm Maclachlan, presiding.

After dealing with the report and accounts [see last Circular, 
page 27] the chairman, in the course of his annual review, said: 
" During the year we drilled 77,760 feet in continuance of our 
programme to obtain production and to extend the tested areas 
of the property. Five wells were completed in the main field 
and six in the South Quarry area.

“ In the main Synclinal zone three wells were completed, one 
small and two satisfactory producers. I reported last year that 
we were drilling a deep well in the eastern part of the Syncline 
with the objective of testing whether the Herrera sands of the 
Penal oligocene structure extend under our field.

" At that time the well, which is approximately one and a half 
miles from our nearest producing well, had reached a depth of 
over 9,000 feet. It was finally sunk to a depth of 14,889 feet, 
which is some 800 feet deeper than the previous record for the 
island. Considerable difficulties were experienced in drilling 
to this depth and I should like to pay tribute to the great skill 
and care shown by all concerned. The well disclosed the 
presence of the Herrera sands at a depth of over 9,000 feet, 
but in this well the sands proved to be water bearing.

The well was continued beyond the oligocene with the added 
objective of the cretaceous formation but the steepness of the 
dip of the eocene formation in which the well finished indicated 
that if the underlying cretaceous were to be present it would 
be at a depth beyond the capacity of even this modern heavy 
rig. On the other hand, a small sand in the upper crust forma­
tion at somewhat over 5,000 feet which was tested in September 
is giving small but so far steady oil production.

The cost of the well to this record depth was extremely 
high both in terms of money and of drilling time ; it is a further 
example of the formidable task involved in the search for new 
oil reservoirs in the island.

“ We are continuing our efforts to this end and a further deep 
well is programmed to commence in the current year in the 
central section of the Syncline in addition to the deep well in 
the South Quarry area which was originally planned for last 
year. Seismic surveys by contract parties were continued 
during the year and the results are now being studied.

Importance of Search for New Reservoirs
The importance of the search for new oil reservoirs after 

44 years’ operation of our property will be readily appreciated. 
In this connexion we are advised that the estimate given o 
members in 1944 of the total ultimate oil production from the 
then proven areas is proving conservative ; in addition, we have 

a welcome contribution from the developments in the Synclinal 
zone.

“ Our Trinidad management now estimate that, despite the 
production in the meantime of over 27,000,000 barrels, our 
further recoverable production should exceed the amount which 
was estimated to be available in 1944. While long experience of 
geological conditions in Trinidad has shown that estimates should 
be regarded with caution, it is satisfactory that it is considered 
that our reserve position shows some improvement. At the 
same time it will be appreciated that any considerable improve­
ment will be dependent upon the outcome of the search for new 
oil reservoirs.

“ In this connexion it should be appreciated that our pro­
duction is still obtained from approximately 3,000 acres of the 
5,700 acres which we held in 1944. Since then we have acquired 
some 11,000 acres in the south-west peninsula, within 12 miles 
of our producing fields. We have had seismic surveys made 
over parts of these areas ; so far no indications have been 
obtained which give us encouragement to drill, but the evidence 
obtained by the seismic method is not normally regarded as 
conclusive. We have also acquired some 18,000 acres in the 
Central Range, over 20 miles from our fields. No substantial 
production has yet been obtained in that part of Trinidad, and 
these areas should be regarded in the nature of a long shot. 
During the past year we have also acquired some 1,000 acres 
in the south-east of the island.

" We continue to operate under our sales agreements with 
Trinidad Leaseholds and United British Oilfields of Trinidad. 
The price we receive for our oil and casing head gasolene which 
is on a basis related to United States prices showed some increase 
during the second half of the year, though this was partly offset 
by a slight fall in the dollar exchange.

Persistent Rise in Costs

“ The persistent increase in working costs has continued 
during the year ; our bill for wages and salaries alone has shown 
an increase of 28 per cent over the previous year. In addition 
there has been a substantial rise in the cost of stores consumed 
which is partly due to drilling at depth throughout the year.

“ It should always be kept in mind that Trinidad produces 
less than half of one per cent of the world production of oil. 
Therefore, if the oil industry of the island is to maintain its 
place in the markets of the world it is essential that the costs 
of production do not get out of hand. I feel that in some respects 
the industry in Trinidad may be approaching the danger line, 
and I desire to emphasize the importance of costs to all con­
cerned with the welfare of the industry whether as management, 
government or leaders of organized labour.

Taxation and Dividends
“ For the first time for a number of years there has been a 

welcome sign of recognition in the United Kingdom of the urgent 
need to relieve industry from the stranglehold of excessive tax­
ation. It is to be hoped that this may be regarded as a first 
step. There is still great need for the reduction of tax, especially 
upon profits retained by industry to meet the continually in­
creased cost of renewing capital assets. In addition, the tax 
code should be reconstructed to institute more realistic treatment 
of the depletion of wasting assets and the taxation of profits 
earned overseas.

“ We have felt justified in recommending a moderate increase 
in the dividend and the owners of the business who have pro­
vided the capital and bear the risk will draw in dividends the 
sum of ¿275,000. At the same time the government of Trinidad 
will draw over ¿735,000 in royalties and direct taxation and in 
addition the United Kingdom government will take a further 
¿259,000. Thus for every ¿1 drawn by the owners of the 
business, approximately ¿3 12s. 3d. is taken by the two govern­
ments.

Benefits for Trinidad
“ The division of our results continues to illustrate the benefit 

derived from the success of our enterprise by the government 
and people of Trinidad. The importance to the island of its 
oil industry is further illustrated by the fact that the direct 
contribution by the industry to government revenue in 1952 
was §26,500,000, equal to over 36 per cent of the total revenue 
of the colony. During the same year the industry’s expenditure 
in the colony other than direct contributions to revenue exceeded 
§51,000,000, of which nearly §28,000,000 was in respect of 
payments to employees. These great contributions to the
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community of Trinidad have been won in the face of exceptionally 
difficult geological conditions and the greatly increased cost of 
drilling to depth in the search for new oil reserves which has not 
so far been accompanied by a rise in oil production.

“ I believe that the general public in Trinidad increasingly 
appreciates the contribution which, despite great difficulties, its 
efficient oil industry has made, and I trust will continue to make, 
to the welfare and prosperity of the colony.

“ In addition to our contribution to the community as a 
whole we have continued to extend our high standard of housing, 
medical and social services. Relations with labour continue 
to be satisfactory and the agreement between the Oilfields 
Employers’ Association and the oil workers’ trade union has 
operated satisfactorily throughout the year.

Communist Propaganda
" For some time past we have been concerned over reports of 

increased Communist propaganda in the West Indies, upon 
which some light has been thrown by recent developments in 
British Guiana. For a number of years Trinidad has enjoyed 
prosperity and a rising standard of living and I do not think 
the island has proved a fertile ground for the seeds of this 
propaganda. Nevertheless, there has been a small minority of 
persons sufficiently lacking in judgment to expose themselves 
as dupes of thinly disguised Soviet imperialism. I believe that 
even in these circles reason is beginning to prevail and it is an 
encouraging indication that the Trades Union Council in 
Trinidad has recently announced that it has disaffiliated itself 
from the Communist-directed World Federation of Trade 
Unions.”

Alstons Ltd.
Moving the adoption of the report and accounts [reviewed 

in the December, 1953, Circular, page 340] at the annual 
general meeting held in Port-of-Spain on December 8th, the 
chairman, Sir Errol L. dos Santos, in the course of his annual 
review, said : “ The year ended September 30th, 1953, has been 
one of continued consolidation after the intensive trading in the 
post-war years.

“ Last year shareholders were informed that the board was 
watching the stock position most carefully and that in view of 
falling prices it was not wise to carry more stocks than were 
absolutely essential. The board has successfully carried out the 
policy of reducing stocks without appreciably affecting trading 
profits. On the other hand, the amount due by debtors has 
been increased. It is a sign of the times that debtors are taking 
slightly more time to pay off accounts than before and that 
more credit is necessary to effect sales.

‘‘ Our bank loans have been reduced by $120,000, while the 
bank overdraft has been substantially reduced to some 880 000 
as against $434,000 in the previous year.

- ^ur trade investments this year increased by some $230 000 
mainly from further investments in subsidiary companies. ’ In 
order to maintain control of the Caribbean Development Co.

k? e U? a Pr°P°rtion of the new share issue
made by that company last year.

** ?U+ insurance and shipping departments continue to make 
satisfactory progress. Our shipping department suffered a set- 

the last quarter of the financial year owing to the un­
settled condition of the New York waterfront. In our shipping 
department we have valuable connexions with North American 
ollofborl o . I , on the New York docks
t u yeS WhlCh’- UP to July’ 1953’ had been showing better 
results than the previous year. Indications are that conditions

dozen art,01^ are now controlled, these being iteiTsuch 
—r
ffitions have now settled down to normal trading 7 
electr" al ^“dT aldl^sXld

were able to trade during the yZr dePart™n*s 

with, pride that I commend to the shareholders the hard work 
and loyalty of the manager and staff, who, owing to the con­
gestion in our warehouse, had to work continuously for long 
hours each day including Saturdays and Sundays at the peak of 
the crop. Owing to bad weather the crop for the coming year 
will be seriously affected and consequently we do not expect 
to have as much cocoa to ship during the current year.

“ The manager of our produce department keeps a watchful 
eye on the company’s two small coffee estates and I am glad 
to report that the estates are in a better condition now than 
they were a year ago.

“ Other departments of our business continue to make progress.
“ In our industrial subsidiaries the year has been one of 

difficulty. The price drops of mid-1952 were reflected in the 
accounts of subsidiaries this year. Prices of goods which our 
subsidiaries manufacture have to compete with the imported 
article and in many cases we have found that the intensive drop 
in prices over the past 18 months needed readjustment of the 
policies of our subsidiaries. In the carton manufacturing indus­
try the scale has been very considerably reduced and we are now 
examining the situation very fully. In the match industry the 
move to the new factory caused a number of production troubles 
and set-backs in daily routine. Over the past few months we 
have had a difficult time at the match factory and as I speak 
these words to you now I am glad to report that we have an 
expert from one of our associates abroad giving expert advice 
to the management of the match factory. The manufacturing 
side of our dairy continues to make progress and I am glad to 
report to shareholders that there is an increasing demand in 
Trinidad for properly pasteurized fresh milk. In our boat­
building business great strides have been made this year and 
we have received much praise on the quality of our workmanship 
from those for whom we have built small tugs and launches. 
I am glad to report that we are building up a trade in the boat­
yard with neighbouring oilfields in Venezuela and that the 
subsidiary board is actively engaged in expanding this market.

I now come to our most important subsidiary, the Caribbean 
Development Co., Ltd. Here, I regret to have to inform share­
holders, that the glass plant has continued to lose money. At 
this time last year we had indications that the substantial trend 
of losses would be reduced and both the parent board and the 
subsidiary board were hopeful of better times with this industry, 
this continued loss is causing us and the directors of the sub- 

S1^iafy conipany anxiety. It is expected that some decision 
will be made shortly as the question is now under very active 
consideration and shareholders will be advised of such decision.

As regards the brewery, I am pleased to state that we had 
^Ot k eJ^eme, y successful year, sales once more being a 

and f°r exP°rt- Early in 1953 finality was 
reached with Ind Coope & Allsopp whereby the brewery brewed 

sopp s light lager for distribution in Trinidad and the neigh-
CO1?T^S‘ The agreement between Caribbean Develop- 
’’■1^td'’ and Ind Coopc & Allsopp is working most 

that the sales drive which we are 
cSb AUXtensiyely stin further increase the sales of

Allsopp lagers in Trinidad and the neighbouring 

was made °f the directors’ intention to S" distribution of some of our capital reserves to share- 
len«thv Iwai yearAXe have been able to complete the rather 
lengthy legal formalities and at an extraordinary meeting held 
such a dTtrib t*11’ J'’?3' the articles -ere amended to enable 
vou laterVn th be made' A motion " iu be placed before
of capitalre^rvra ® Carry into efiect a small distribution 

ordinar^’rX,^ the sustained profits and of the fact that the 
the directors ha reserves will be increased to some §382,000, he director8 have recommended a small increase in cash dividend. 
October OPeniaS the Trinidad Legislature in mid-
unionism and attention to the state of trade
le?S^ relations in Trinidad. He warned union
industries could rF? c?me when excessive demands on
its benefit Tn S *° thr detriment of labour rather than to 
Excellency wa^ nf^h Vier °f y?ur board this statement of His 
Prices such as evLr "i”05* imPortance. In a time of rising
fair to raise wa<»£ SmCe the late war ended, it has been
has now been reeled whtn °f Uvm$ increased- but the point 
where the margin 1S imPossible in certain industries,
cesrions No to make ^er con-
against the ultimate Welfare ol ris labourers"‘° d°ing anyth”S
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Portrait of a Colony

^he Public Relations Office, Belize, British Honduras, 
and the Central Office of Information have prepared 

an illustrated brochure with the title British Honduras: 
Portrait of a Colony, which presents a pictorial record of 
the colony and an assessment of its potential for 
economic and tourist development.

At the same time we have received the first illustrated 
folder displaying the amenities of the new Fort George 
Hotel in Belize, the modem luxury hotel recently 
completed under the auspices of the Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation.

Almost simultaneously, in the Winter, 1953, issue of 
Colonial Development, the quarterly magazine of the 
Colonial Development Corporation, there appears an 
illustrated description of the new hotel, which already, 
it is stated, besides providing comfortable accommoda­
tion for visitors to the colony, has also brought increased 
business to local traders and employs nearly fifty British 
Honduranians.

The issue of these three publications shows excellent 
timing on the part of all concerned, for together they 
provide information on the opportunities and amenities 
offered to business men and tourists which will open 
many eyes to the progress which has been made in the 
territory. It should not be long before both tourists 
and business pioneers are visiting the colony in steadily 
increasing numbers.

Gold Coast Cocoa

Monthly Shipments for Five Years
Fxports of cocoa from the Gold Coast during 1953 

at 236,771 tons were 24,737 tons greater than in the 
preceding year and 7,245 tons higher than those of 1951. 
The colony’s record year was 1950 when 264,971 tons 
were shipped.

The exports for each month of the past five years
were as follows :—

1952 1951 1950 19491953
January ... 42,025 39,300 19,300 24,980 28,962
February 
March

30,990
35,095

23,410
31,525

36,863
32,347

32,318
49,612

36,541
24,183

April 31,040 12,280 37,624 10,205 16,698
May 21,479 34,025 25,835 35,476 29,262

June 17,191 13,180 30,647 24,644 21,331

July 4,700 9,025 7,431 18,953 9,983

August 
September 
October ...

4,050 
1,958 
2,354

5,479
1,350
2,013

2,945
2,901
5,333

11,450
1,165
5,868

27,295
12,215
6,960

November 19,990 16,550 15,441 19,650 5,924
December 25,899 23,897 12,859 30,650 30,166

Total ... 236,771 212,034 229,526 264,971 249,520

The figures for the past five crop years (October to
September) were as follows : 1952-53, 230,988 tons ;
1951-52, 203.207 tons : 1950-51, 252,061 tons ; 1949-ov,
251,853 tons ; 1948-49, 243,320 tons.

Visitors to the Caribbean Lodge on February 2nd 
included the following from the West Indies . rom 
Jamaica, Bro. L. G. Wright (Friendly Lodge No 383) 
and Bro. L. D. J. Coore (Phoenix Lodge, No. 914) , 
from St. Vincent, Bro. G. L. E. Barker (S . eorg 
Lodge, No. 2616) ; from British Guiana, Bro. L. 
Lord (Roraima Lodge, No. 3902).

West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain 

J. A. Carter), Liverpool, January 13th :—-
Miss M. I. Atherly Mrs. R. H. Hackett Mr. T. B. Richmond
Mr. F. A. Dyer Mrs. Hemrajie Mr. M. Sookul
Miss Gowrie Mr. O. Narayan Mr. B. Sukul

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain J. A.
Carter), Liverpool, January 21st:—
Mrs. I. Gajraj Dr. & Mrs. T. Luck Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Pollard
Mr. & Mrs. G. W. Kemlo Mr. D. S. Magnus Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Wilson

Royal Mail Lines Ltd.
Sailings to Bermuda and Jamaica, in s.s. Essequibo (Captain 

T. W. F. Bolland), London, January 19th :—-
Mr. & Mrs. T. Allen
Mr. J. E. Daniels 
Mr. A. E. Gilbert 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Hücker

Mr. & Mrs. J. James
Mr. & Mrs. Stanhope Joel 
Mr. G. F. Strange 
Miss P. M. Strange

Mr. & Mrs. F. Thornton 
Cdr. & Mrs. M. E.

Wentworth

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Willemstad 

(Captain W. Chr. van der Bürgt), Plymouth, January 9th :—
Mr. G. O. Bell
Mr. H. D. Fitzpatrick 
Mrs. M. Hahn
Mr. & Mrs. T. Hutton

Miss J. S. Webster 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Williams 
Miss J. M. Williams

Misses D. & T. Hutton 
Mr. T. C. Kellam 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Webster

Home arrivals from
S.s.s. Golfito (Captain 

10th

Mr. C. W. Archer

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Berry
Sister E. Dwyer 
Mr. G. R. Galey 
Mr. T. Guadeloupe

Fyffes Line
Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 
A. Sapsworth), Southampton, January

Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Blindell 
Miss E. M. Cossie 
Mr. M. Dewhurst
Mr. &Mrs. G. Goldsworthy

Barbados 
Mr. J. W. Nice 

Trinidad 
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Loxley 
Sister M. O’Reilly 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Robertson 
Sister M. Ronan

Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Mearns 
Mrs. G. G. Melrose 
Dr. & Mrs. P. C. Murray 
Maj. & Mrs. B. G. Pugh

Mr. P. Samuel
Mr. H. N. Sharma 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Shaw 
Mr. T. Swiderski

Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. H. Thomson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Walton

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain W. J.
Dodd), Avonmouth, January 12th :— 

Mrs. E. M. JohnsonMiss M. Allman 
Miss E. S. Bagley 
Mrs. V. E. Bailey 
Mrs. V. I. Ballard 
Mr. V. L. Bitter 
Mr. R. C. Bogle 
Misses Bogle (2) 
Mr. D. I. Clarke 
Mr. S. Cobham 
Mrs. M. Dymcock

Mr. G. G. Killeff 
Mr. N. King 
Mr. S. D. Lamb 
Miss H. Lewis 
Mr. A. R. McGahen 
Mr. J. McLean 
Mr. H. McWhinny 
Mr. W. Martin 
Mr. C. T. Mitchell

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Laycock), London, January 25th . 
Mr. E. E. Morgan Miss E. Sheppard
Mr. R. J. Panton

Miss M. Mitchell 
Miss G. C. Nicholas 
Mr. W. Russel 
Mr. T. B. Russell 
Mrs. M. Sackville-Evans 
Miss M. Thornton 
Mr. T. C. Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Webb 
Miss L. V. Williams 
Mr. K. Wynne

Matina (Captain R. A.

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s s Golfito 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, January 19th .

Barbados o ,

Lt.-Col. & Mrs. Blewitt 
Col. & Mrs. R. Brinckman 
Maj. & Mrs. C. Carington 
Capt. F. E. Dalton 
Miss B. Ford 
Mr. J. R. Hale

Mr. & Mrs. E. S. Capstick 
Mrs. D. E. Cooper
Mrs. M. Eyre
Mr. E. Fletcher
Miss P. Healey
Mr. & Mrs. P. C. Hobson 
Mrs. N. E. Hopkins

Mf. & Mrs. A- F. Adds 
Capt. & Mrs. C. R. Cook 
Mr. W. Cronshaw 
Mrs. M. R. Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Freeman 
Mrs. G. M. Gavin 
Mr. C. H. Guyatt
Mr. & Mis. P. A. Hancock 
Dr. & Mrs. G. V. Helwig 
Hon. James &Mrs.Howard

Sir Charles & Lady 
Hope-Dunbar

Mrs S. Oxley 
Mrs. E. M. Paton 
Rev. S. E. Payne 
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Scargall 

Trinidad

Miss D. Horsham 
Mrs. J. M. Hurstfield 
Sister M. L. Kennedy 
Mrs. F. N. McColgan 
Mrs. I. Murray 
Miss M. B. Morris 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Nichols

Jamaica 
Lady McCalmont 
Mr. C. D. McLachlan 
Miss D. M. McLachlan 
Mrs. A. M. Manners 
Mrs. A. Norman 
Mr. A. D. Oppenheim 
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Pegg 
Earl & Countess of

Romney

Mr. I. Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. C. Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Slowe 
Capt. & Mrs. T. Spalding 
Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Stacey 
Lord & Lady St. Oswald

Mr. & Mrs. O. E. Parratt
Mr. J. G. Price
Sister M. N. Reilly
Sir Frederick & Lady 

Seaford
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Stallard 
Mr. C. C. Turner

Mrs. E. H. Stanley
Miss B. S. Stanley
Mrs. D. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Venner
Mrs. H. Wakeford 
Viscount & Viscountess 

Wimborne
Mr. W. R. Womersley

(Contimied on next page)
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The Markets
February 6th, 1954

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest
Quotation

Price
February 6 th, 1953

34
Consols
War Loan ...

63
84|

65
851

58
78

60
80

10 Angostura Bitters ... 30/- 40/- 43/9 48/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/- 32/- 34-
*74 Antigua Sugar Factory 16/- 17/- 16/- 18/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 42/6 45/- 40 - 42/6
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 39/- 42/- 36/- 39/-

*fl0
6

Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 30 j 9 31,3 30/9 31/3
Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 23/- 21/3 22/-

8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/- 1/6 1/6 2/-
10^> Caroni Ltd. 2/- 2/3 2/9 1 104 2/44
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 19/6 

6/-
20/6 17/6 19/6

*6 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 7/- 4 104 5/44
22| Kern Oil Co. 4/— 15/9 16/9 14/6 15/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 34/9 35/9 26/6 28-'—
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/44 1/104 2/44 2/104
14 Royal Bank of Canada 810 295/- 315/—xd 255/- 275/-

*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 52/6 55/- 58/9 61/-
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 19/9 20/9 16/6 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 25/6 27/3 20/- 21,-

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 19/6 20/6 26/6 27/6
*184 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 26/- 

21/-
28/— 23/9 26/3

Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 22/- 19/6 20/6
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/74 5/14 3/6 4/-

*124 United British Oilfields 6/8 21/104 23/9 26/3 28'9
West Indies Sugar ... 26/— 28/- 21/- 22/6

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6
*Free of Income Tax. fAnd 5 per cent. Bonus free of Income Tax

* Included Rum imported in steel drums prior to 1953. 
f Not separately distinguished prior to 1953.

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for December are as

follows :—
Month of December January-December

Imports (in casks and bottles)* 
proof gallons

1952 1953 1952 1953

Union of South Africa ... 335,998 — — 1,366,670 4,278
Mauritius — — 2,508,042 —
Jamaica ... 10,946 3,105 1,647,631 654,479
Trinidad ... 1,720 6,886 795,720 100,145
British Guiana ... 7,573 27,647 745,853 663,868
Other Commonwealth Countries 216 2,612 182,316 17,698
Foreign Countries 149 129 2,382 4,339

Total ... 356,602 40,379 7,248,614 1,444,807

Imports (in steel drums)! — 178,369 —- 2,686,216
Exports ... 50,695 

Month of
67,682 

November
612,427 786,866
J anuary-November

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of November)

235,192
12,513,000

263,147
11,386,000

1,253,669 1,219,157

Cocoa. Quotations have shown wide fluctuations during the 
month and on January 15th-16th prices declined about 80/- from 
the season’s peak, but most of the loss has been regained. The 
nominal value of plantation Trinidad is 425/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., 
while fine estates Grenada are offered at 415/- to 420/-. No 
Trinidad or Grenada is available ex store London.

Cocoa. The Board of Trade Returns for December are as
follows :—

Month of December January-December
Imports............................... cwt. 1952 1953 1952 1953
Sierra Leone — -- - 21,704 14,340
Gold Coast 143,036 150,374 948,565 1,224,415
Nigeria 99,114 172,172 942,712 992,268
Windward Islands 3,176 1,535 25,557 35,163
Trinidad ... 179 453 31,194 39,681
Other Commonwealth Countries 2,015 1,061 25,690 42,970
French West & Equatorial Africa —— 510 58,478 32,046
Brazil 295 1,000 8,320 92,467
Other Foreign Countries 984 29 7,371 13,968

Total ... 248,799 327,134 2,069,591 2,487,318

Exports ... 9,667 
Month of

11,114 
November

220,738 
J anuary-

157,936
November

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of November)

74,273
163,000

83,711
189,000

1,773,063 2,042,543

Honey. The market has again been firm. Australia light 
amber is quoted at 100/- to 105/- ex store and medium amber at 
90/- to 95/-. No supplies of West Indian are available for 
shipment.

Fyffes Line
(Continued front page 55)

Home arrivals from Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados, in 
s.s. Ariguani (Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, January 26th:—

Pimento. Sales are still suspended from Jamaica for ship­
ment. Spot sales have been reported up to 3/- per lb. ex store 
London and up to 325/- per cwt. ex store Amsterdam.

Ginger. New crop No. 3 grade is offered at 130/- per cwt. 
for February-March shipment, while No. 3 grade is quoted at 
125/- and No. 2 grade at 130/-.

Nutmegs. The market has continued quiet and spot 
quotations show little change at 80s 2/10, sound unassorted 1/11 
and defectives 1/4. The c.i.f. quotations are : 80's 2/5i sound 
unassorted 1/9, and defectives 1/3|.

ix’?1?06 appears to be in short supply at the present time. 
Whole pale is quoted at 7/2 c.i.f. and No. 1 broken at 6/5 both 
for April-May shipment earliest.

Miss A. Day
Miss A. Excell
Miss E. Facey
Mr. & Mrs. O. Faulkner

Mr. C. Dick
Miss A. Hollingworth

Miss I. Asphell
Miss K. Bennett
Miss A. Brown

Jamaica
Miss J. Francis 
Dr. & Mrs. George 
Capt. W. Goldsack 
Mr. L. Ingleton

Trinidad
Mr. A. Lue
Mr. & Mrs P. Mackinson 

Barbados
Miss C. Chung
Mrs. K. Clark
Miss S. Cliff

Mr. & Mrs. S. Jay 
Mr. T. Pettigrew 
Miss I. Smith 
Mrs. M. Sutherland

Miss P. O. Neill 
Miss G. Whyte

Miss D. Wallace 
Miss L. Wier

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain R. W. Lundy), 
Avonmouth, January 22nd :—

Sugar.
are as follows :—

Imports of Unrefined 
Union of South Africa .. 
Mauritius 
Australia ...
British West Indies 
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth 
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Other Foreign Countries

Total .................

Consumption 
Refined ................  
Unrefined...

Total ...

Stocks (end of November) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 
Imported Unrefined

Total .................

The Board of

tons

Trade Returns for

Countries

656,850 1,282,600

Month of December
1952 1953
— 1 1,081

39,932 48,498
62,124 81,154

3,578 4,683
18,889 19,457

—— 16,738
36,622 88,516

— 3,869
— 3,577

161,145 277,573

Month of November
8,650 10

92,917 121,872

101,567 121,882

186,200 220,500
9,900 —

460,750 1,062,100

December, 1953,

J anuary-December
1952 1953
— 20,296

250,651 250,494
117,545 497,350
378,355 492,071
131,845 129,024

9,662 52,614
550,379 1,086,408
425,587 282,179
111,267 172,312

1,975,291 2,982,748

January-November
52,351 53.871

1,820,448 2,134,169

1,872,799 2,188,040

Mr. A. L. Ayuso 
Mr. L. H. Barton 
Mrs. Bruin 
Mrs. M. Carpenter 
Mr. W. A. Ching 
Mrs. B. Cottrell 
Miss N. Curwen 
Rev. M. J. Farley 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. N. M. Geddes 
Mr. W. V. Gibson 
Mrs. Gillitt 
Miss P. Gillitt 
Mi. J. W. Goodban 
Miss M. Graham 
Miss M. C. Hamilton 
Miss M. O. Hancock

Mr. C. G. Hatherley 
Mr. & Mrs. K. P. Herron 
Miss J. A. Hinds 
Mrs. A. W. Hodges 
Mr. P. K. Hodgson 
Mrs. Husselby 
Mr. E. W. Isherwcod 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. P. Jayne 
Mr. D. A. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Kennard 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Leader 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Leroy- 
., Lewis
Mrs. G. V. Macchi 
Mrs. C. T. Maples 
Mrs. M. C. Mortlock

Miss D. A. Mortlock 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Morton 
Maj. G. C. Mostyn-Owen 
Capt. B. H. Pickering 
Miss A. M. Prendergast 
Mrs. B. Pritzier 
Mr. I. M. Ramsay 
Lt.-CoL E. S. Rerrie 
Mr. G. H. Segnitz 
Mr. A. F. Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. P. H. Spencer 
Mrs. M. W. Thom 
Mrs. M. A. Wakefield 
Mrs. E. Ward 
Mrs. G. Wilson 
Mrs. D. G. Wooler

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain J. Kinsley), Avonmouth, February 2nd :__

Mr. & Mrs. J. Abbott 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Copeland 
Miss M. Crosbie 
Miss E. E. Foulkes

Capt. E. O. Band
Mrs. K. J. Bell
Mr. D. A. Blackman
Mr. F. G. Britton
Mr. R. L. Catchpole
Mr. & Mrs. W. M. D'Arcy

Mr. G. F. Austin
Mrs. A. Birtwistle 
Mrs. M. H. Dickson 
Miss E. U. Dickson

Barbados 
Mr. & Mrs C. Humphry 
Mrs. A. K. Pickwoad 
Mr. J. K. Rashleigh 
Mr. L. A. Secchi

Trinidad 
Mr. J. Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Ho-Yen 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Johnson 
Mrs. E. M. Kevan 
Mr. C. G. McGhie

„ Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Fisher 
Major C. C. Furness 
Mr. & Mrs. C. P. Hudson 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. Knowles

Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Skinner
Mr. C. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Turner
Mr. C. H. Wilmot

Col. & Mrs. C. Reinhold 
Mr. & Mrs. E. S. Seager 
Mr. D. L. Vinall
Dr. & Mrs. H. Wiseman 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Wood

Mrs. E. M. Millingen 
Mr. & Mrs. F. J. Reed 
Sir Bracewell Smith
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Aberration at the Precipice

A RECENT outrage has drawn attention to Puerto 
Rico, one of the larger West Indian islands, whose 
inhabitants, like those of the British West 

Indian territories, depend for their existence primarily 
upon the returns from sugar and other agricultural 
produce. Even the generous assistance given to them 
by the Government of the United States in the form of 
price support, guaranteed markets, and other benefits 
on a scale undreamed of by the most liberal of British 
Commonwealth statesmen is unable, it would seem, to 
ensure reasonable standards of living for the people of 
that distressed, because greatly overpopulated, island.

In the British West Indies the same state of things is 
rapidly approaching. In the last few years much has 
been said about the possibilities of support from new 
industrial activities and mineral production for their 
rapidly growing populations ; but the fact remains that 
the hopes and fears of British West Indians must 
continue to be founded in overwhelming preponderance 
upon agriculture. The question agitating the far- 
seeing is—“ What is to be done for the people of the 
British West Indies, if, as must happen within the 
lifetime of many now living, the needs of the increased 
populations of those territories outstrip their existmg 
resources ? ”

In these circumstances it is well that signs abound to 
indicate that Her Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom has seen the need for urgent, vigorous and 
widespread economic action. The British West Indies 
have indeed cause to be grateful for the imaginative 
work of the Colonial Development and Welfare Organiza­
tion and the Colonial Development Corporation, work 
which in its turn has been made possible by the pro­
vision from Imperial funds of finance on a scale that 
can only be described as magnificent. We could, with 
truth and pleasure, say much more in the same strain, 
remembering such recent happenings as the visit of the 
British Industrial Mission to the British West Indies, 
the World Bank reports on the economic development 
of Jamaica and British Guiana, and so on. In particular 
we would refer to a lively spirit of awareness and 
readiness to help in the Colonial Office, even though, 
in matters about to be mentioned, the Secretary o 
State and his advisers seem, as has so often happene 
in the past, to be outnumbered and overbome y 
Ministries concerned with less distant horizons.

Unfortunately, the very splendour of the schemes 
approved and fostered by Her Majesty’s Government 
provokes a wonder whether governments, like in­

dividuals, can suffer from schizophrenia. For how 
otherwise can such foresight be reconciled with a 
remarkable tendency in the opposite direction in matters 
concerning the mere preservation, and, even more, the 
bettering of the fruits of past endeavour—the enter­
prises which, after many vicissitudes, have become firmly 
established as props of the economy of the British 
dependent territories ?

What rhyme or reason, for example, governs the efforts 
of Her Majesty’s ministers to blot out the British West 
Indian cigar and rum industries in the manner indicated 
in the letter sent by the West India Committee to the 
Exchequer, of which a copy appears on another page ? 
Or their failure to use the rights inherent in the G.A.T.T. 
(while complacently wearing its chains) for countering 
foreign subsidies on citrus by means of countervailing 
duties? It seems hard to believe that Parliament, 
while finding time for such futilities as sponsored tele­
vision, is unable to make room for measures designed to 
protect colonial industry.

The contrast between the faith and enterprise of Her 
Majesty’s Government in planning new development, 
and the apparently complete, despairing surrender of all 
hope for industries that have long been established, is 
again to be seen in the apathy displayed in securing for 
the dependent territories such benefits as were envisaged 
for them when, in 1945, it concluded with the Govern­
ment of the United States a convention for the relief of 
the citizens of both countries from double taxation. 
It is difficult to accept that the failure for nine years to 
complete the extension of the convention to the colonies 
is to be blamed wholly upon the Government of the 
United States. There is an understandable feeling 
in some of the dependent territories that here, once 
again, Her Majesty’s ministers, with their eyes on things 
to be, do not seem conscious of the need to develop and 
extend the things that are.

But perhaps the full extent of the split between the 
opposing sections of the Government’s mind can best 
be gained from a remark made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer when, back from the Sydney conference, 
he said in the House of Commons on February 4th : 
“ The view of the Commonwealth as a whole . . . is that 
it wishes to see the existing preferences retained. 
Therefore a good deal of nonsense is talked about the 
preferential system being abandoned.” Surely Mr. 
Butler knows that many of the preferences of today, 
and especially those that affect the British West Indian 
territories, have lost nearly the whole of the virtue they 
once possessed, and that, with the steep rise in prices and 
rates of import duties, specific preferences such as those 

(Continued on page 60)
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THIS is the time of year when the House of Commons 
spends most of its time surveying the financial 
prospects for the coming year, in preparation for 

the Budget in April. After the failure of the Berlin 
Conference to relax the tension of the cold war, it is 
natural that the Defence Estimates should attract most 
attention ; and on the whole the taxpayer does not come 
off so badly, with no increase in the total expenditure, 
although an extra pound a head of population has to be 
provided, because of the cessation of American aid. 
More money is being voted to the Royal Air Force, with 
corresponding restraints on both the Navy and the 
Army; it is a sombre sign of the times that squadrons 
are now being fitted out and trained to launch atomic 
missiles, and that such weapons are actually being 
supplied to them. Against this renewed warning of the 
incalculable horrors of any future war is to be set the 
inception of an enterprise in the far north of Scotland, 
where an immense steel dome will house the equipment 
for supplying atomic power to peaceful industry. The 
intention is to pour the energy generated by nuclear 
fission into the national electric grid ; and the optimists 
are talking of the total supersession of coal as a power 
producer within 20 years.

* * *
Another incident in public finance has been the 

proposal to increase the payment of Members of Parlia­
ment from the £1,000, at which it was fixed in 1946, to 
£1,500, and to give them also certain rights to a non­
contributory pension. In its favour it is urged that 
£1,500 today is worth no more than £1,000 nine years 
ago ; and that politics has become so nearly a whole­
time occupation that members without private means 
are in danger of falling into real distress. The proposal, 
however, was met by a considerable outcry, largely 
on the ground that other classes of people with fixed 
income have been given no similar compensation for 
the fall in the value of money, and particularly because 
ex-officers and other state pensioners were quite recently 
refused, on the ground that the country could not 
afford it, the restoration of the 9| per cent cut from their 
pensions 19 years ago. As I write comes the announce­
ment that this cut is at last to be remitted in most 
cases, which may take the wind from the sails of the 
opposition to increased payment of Members of Parlia­
ment, though whether it has in fact been extorted in 
order to appease that opposition does not yet appear.

* * *
A vigorous controversy has sprung up out of the 

attempt of the bishops in Convocation to revise the 
canon law of the Church of England, which still stands 
m the main where it was left at the beginning of the 
reign of James I. Canon law is a system for regulating 
the professional conduct of the clergy, and the laity 
are not directly bound by it. The controversy, however 
is mainly concerned with the vexed question of marriage 
and divorce. When the grounds of divorce were 
multiplied, mainly by the admission of desertion as a 
sufficient reason for dissolving a marriage, by the so- 

called “ Herbert Act ” of nearly 20 years ago, a clause 
was expressly inserted to provide that no clergyman 
should be compelled against his conscience to officiate 
at the marriage of a divorced person in church. The 
bishops now propose that under the canon law the 
clergy shall not merely be free to decline their services 
in such case, but shall not be free to offer them. The 
debate that has ensued in the public Press has revealed 
afresh what an astonishing variety of views concerning 
the immutability or dissolubility of marriage are held 
by eminent Anglican divines ; and it tends all the while 
to raise the great issue always perplexing an established 
church, the dilemma of the clergy when church and state 
legislate upon irreconcilable principles.

* * *
The Bill to compel the publication of accounts by 

the promoters of football pools, which, as I wrote a month 
ago, was “ talked out ” on a private member’s day in the 
House of Commons, has been rescued by a timely derice 
of procedure and given a second reading, and the 
Government has promised further assistance to its 
passage provided that it emerges from the committee 
stage in tolerable form. It has therefore a fair chance 
of passing into law. The frenzied efforts of the pool 
promoters to mobilize opinion against the Bill, by 
organizing a ballot of their punters (or “ investors," 
as they think it more genteel to call them), suggests 
that there is good reason for directing the light of 
publicity upon the way the £70,000,000 which, according 
to the estimates of 1953, is now the annual turnover, is 
actually disposed of.

* * *
A storm in a teacup which has boiled up north of the 

Tweed is causing some entertainment to students of 
heraldry. The royal burgh of Wick, by virtue of its 
antiquity, has been judged entitled to a second motto, 
in addition to the Nisi Dominus frustra which it shares 
with Edinburgh. The Lord Lyon King of Arms has 
declared that the new motto should be “ Wick warks 
weel ” ; but the councillors of Wick, led by the maiden 
lady who is their Provost, will have none of it, and have 
been considering respice prospice. Lyon, however, is 
inflexible ; “by my own laws and principles,’’ he says, 

Wick warks weel ’ is the self-evident motto for 
the arms of Wick.’’ The implication that a motto is 
not a matter of free choice, but is somehow deducible 
from eternal laws laid up in heaven and mediated to 
mortals by the Lord Lyon, is indeed formidable, h 
would appear that the mere accident of a name deter­
mines a rule of life, and that by the mysterious ruling 
oi fate Wick is doomed to work for ever, while Dal- 
whinme dallies, Carrick carouses, and Ravelston revels.

Mr. Gilbert Harding, the well-known B.B.C. radio 
and television personality, and Miss Nancy Spain, 
journalist and broadcaster, were among the passengers 
who sailed from Liverpool for Jamaica in the MaW 
on March 5th.
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The Grenada Strikes

June Meeting in Montreal
Under the presidency of Lord Burghley, delegates 

from the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the 
British Empire will take part in the eighteenth congress 
which is being held at Montreal from June 14th-19th 
at the joint invitation of the City Council of Montreal, 
the Montreal Board of Trade and the Chambre de 
Commerce du District de Montreal. The Governor- 
General of Canada, Mr. Vincent Massey, has honoured 
the federation by extending his patronage to the congress 
and consenting to perform the opening ceremony in the 
auditorium of the Sun Life Assurance Company Building, 
Montreal.

At a time when so much depends on the closest 
possible co-operation, in the widest sense, between the 
sterling and dollar areas, this congress will assume 
special significance. The last congress to be held in 
Canada was as long ago as 1920 when delegates met in 
Toronto under the presidency of the late Lord 
Desborough.

Subjects upon which the congress will report will be 
grouped under the following headings : industry and 
commerce ; constitutional and social questions ; inter­
national payments; economic development of the 
Commonwealth and Empire.

A reception committee in Montreal is organizing a 
full programme of social functions to enable visiting 
delegates to meet their opposite numbers in Canada 
and arrangements are being made for a short post­
congress tour of Ontario to enable delegates to see 
something of the province’s dynamic industrial develop­
ment.

British Industries Fair

This year’s British Industries Fair will be held from 
May 3rd to 14th at Earls Court and Olympia, London, 

and at Castle Bromwich, Birmingham. This is the last 
year the Fair will be held under the auspices of the 
Board of Trade since, under the recently introduced 
British Industries Fair (Guarantees and Grants) Bill, its 
organization will be undertaken by an independent 
company, supported by government guarantee, from 
1955 onwards.

The Commonwealth Section, which will, as usual, be 
housed at Earls Court, will occupy 10,952 square feet, 
a larger area than ever before. The 15 Commonwealth 
stands will be grouped around an attractively decorated 
central court which will be furnished as a comfortable 
lounge for visitors.

Six British Caribbean governments and the West 
Indian Sea Island Cotton Association will be exhibiting 
at this year’s Fair and their stands will be grouped 
together on the side of the Commonwealth Court 
nearest to the main entrance of the Earls Court building. 
The space applied for by the individual governments 
is as follows : British Guiana, 300 sq. ft. ; Jamaica 
300 sq. ft.; Trinidad and Tobago, 300 sq. ft.; Windward 
Islands (Dominica, Grenada and St. Vincent), 110 sq. ft. ,

Continued at foot of next column)

Swift Precautionary Action Taken

Qur correspondent, Mr. E. R. Kent, in a letter from 
St. Andrew’s, dated February 20th, states : “Labour 

relations in the agricultural industry have been very 
unsettled since November 25th, when the president 
general of the Grenada Mental and Manual Workers’ 
Union exploited the public holiday declared to honour 
the arrival of The Queen in the West Indies. He led 
a procession of his union members to the market square, 
and in the course of his harangue announced that as a 
result of the Administrator’s refusal to allow him the 
use of the police band for his procession he was calling a 
general strike of agricultural workers for the following 
day, November 26th. Response to this strike call was 
partial only, the worst areas being St. John’s and St. 
Mark’s. Some workers stayed away from work in fear 
of a recurrence of the 1951 violence and intimidation. 
On this occasion, however, police action was swift and 
positive. The Volunteer Constabulary was immediately 
called to duty and they, together with the regular force, 
have maintained law and order throughout. At the 
same time the Governor proclaimed a new bill making it 
illegal to buy, sell or transport licensable produce 
without a permit. This has had the desired effect of 
making it so hazardous for either licensed or illicit 
buyers to buy stolen cocoa that there has been a con­
siderable reduction of larceny of cocoa in the fields.

“ The strike of November 26th having failed, and his 
efforts before Christmas having been unavailing, Mr. 
Gairy then called for a monster strike of all agricultural 
and road workers, fishermen, stevedores, taxi-drivers, 
tailors, carpenters, masons, etc., for January 4th. A 
small percentage of agricultural workers only obeyed 
the call. Thereafter a new strike call was issued every 
Monday with less and less response, until two weeks ago, 
when Mr. Gairy announced to his followers that he 
had noticed a decline of his ‘ power,’ and that he was 
taking a trip to Martinique, Guadeloupe and other 
places to get this restored. To date, neither Mr. 
Gairy nor his union have made any demands to the 
Grenada Agriculturists’ Union for an increase of wages 
or the consideration of any grievances, and the G.A.U. is 
adhering strictly to Professor Dash’s recommendations, 
made after the 1953 arbitration tribunal had reviewed 
a dispute in the agricultural industry.

[A statement on the situation in Grenada made by Mr. Henry 
Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, in the House of 
Commons on January 27th, will be found on page 36 of last 
Circular.—Ed.]

(Continued from preceding column)

West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association, 150 sq. ft. 
Although Barbados is not participating this year, both 
Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago have increased the 
area of their stands, so that the total space taken by the 
British Caribbean territories as a whole is only slightly 
less than last year. The organization of the stands is 
again being undertaken by the Office of the Trade 
Commissioner in the United Kingdom for the British 
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras.
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ABERRATION AT THE PRECIPICE
{Continued from page 57) 

on rum, cigars and bananas are now all but valueless. 
Surely there is little to choose in practical effect between 
the retention of such preferences and the “ preferential 
system being abandoned.” Surely he knows, also, that 
the need for preferences in the United Kingdom is the 
result of the policy of centuries whereby producers in the 
formerly submerged and still dependent territories were 
placed at the mercy of British markets.

It is small wonder that West Indian fears are beginning 
to extend beyond the particular matters mentioned 
above, and that producers in those territories are 
wondering whether the vision and enterprise which 
have characterized recent planning will give place to 
indifference when the schemes become productive, or 
perhaps will even incur the same open hostility as seems 
to operate to the peril of the rum and cigar industries. 
Such indeed is their uneasiness that they are allowing 
themselves to consider the possibility that the most 
important of all the schemes ever devised for the benefit 
of Commonwealth producers—the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement—is itself not entirely out of range of danger 
and in its turn may suffer, now that it has been fully 
launched, the fate that is seemingly reserved for enter­
prises that have ceased to be novelties. Let us therefore 
recall that this Agreement was “ designed,” as the then 
Chairman of the West India Committee declared, “ to 
do no less than create a full charter for Commonwealth 
sugar ” ; and, lest there should be any doubters about 
its indispensability, let us repeat what Mr. Campbell 
went on to say about the Agreement, viz. :—

“ This is not the time to elaborate matters of detail 
relating to the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, 
but I should like to take this opportunity of emphasiz­
ing the extraordinary economic problems facing 
present-day sugar producers. These all spring from 
the fact that the capital required to produce sugar is 
higher in relation to the selling price of the product 
than in any other industry except, I believe, steel and 
paper milling. (I purposely say ‘ selling price ’ 
rather than ‘ value,’ because—in terms of food value 
- sugar is exceptionally cheap.) The capital required 
is certainly higher than with any other foodstuff and_  
sugar being a tropical agricultural crop—immense 
sums are ever at the mercy of hazardous environ­
mental conditions. Only given fair confidence in the 
iuture can sugar producers in these circumstances 
accept the formidable financial risks involved in 
maintaining, let alone increasing, sugar output. 
In the United Kingdom, sugar is just one of many 
commodities, albeit one sufficiently important to 
necessitate an agreement with producers which will 
ensure adequate supplies at reasonable prices over the 
years ahead. To the sugar-producing territories of 
the Commonwealth, however, sugar is in all cases 
immensely important, and in many is the basis of 
then- whole economy. In many Colonies, in fact

is the one indispensable means of securing for their 
inhabitants the necessities of life and the foundation 
on which afi future development and welfare must 
build. Moreover m Australia and South Africa, in 
large areas of great strategic importance, sugar forms 
the only major industry and provides the main means 
ot subsistence for large populations.”

For anyone to say that this Agreement may already 
be in danger seems tantamount to suggesting the 
existence of lunacy in high places. Surely there is not 
the vestige of a possibility that Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment may turn its back upon the Agreement, or fail to 
honour its implications in full. Nevertheless, it is a 
fact that ideology in its craziest and long outmoded 
form of Victorian laissez-faire is already at work, and 
reckless people, who, if they had their way, would undo 
in a moment the work which needed fifty years of hard 
toil to reach its triumphant conclusion in 1951, are 
calling on the Government to “ free ” sugar. Free 
sugar, indeed ! Free the hapless people of the British 
West Indies to find the quick and surest possible road to 
starvation ! To pay heed to insanity of this order would 
be scarcely less disastrous to the people of the dependent 
sugar-producing territories than to drop atom bombs 
upon them. If a split mind is the explanation of much 
otherwise inexplicable recent conduct of the British 
Government, then, at least, let it get the forward­
working section of that mind firmly fixed on honouring 
the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement in letter and in 
spirit. To fail to support this, its own great creation, 
would be to admit that the time has come to waste no 
more effort in combating Communism, Mau Mau or 
the like in the dependent territories.

Princess Alice and Earl of Athlone

Princess Alice and the Earl of Athlone received 
messages of congratulation and goodwill from many 

parts of the world on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
of their wedding day on February 10th. A letter, 
offering congratulations and warmest felicitations, was 
sent on behalf of the West India Committee by the 
chairman, Mr. H. Alan Walker.

The Princess and the Earl are remembered with great 
affection throughout the West Indian colonies which 
they have visited on several occasions. Their last tour 
was made in the early months of 1950 during which 
Princess Alice was installed as Chancellor of the Uni­
versity College of the West Indies.

An Amerindian in Hyde Park

Jn the bird sanctuary at Hyde Park, in the heart of 
London at the centre of the Commonwealth and 

Empire is a famous sculpture by Epstein, depicting 
Rima with attendant birds.

rJnia to the Royal Empire Society, Sir
Charles Woolley, a former Governor of British Guiana, 
reminded his audience that Rima, ” a fleeting and 
elusive creature, sometimes real, sometimes fanciful, 
representing the spirit of the strange and haunting 
iorest, was an Amerindian girl—the heroine of Green 
Mansions the romance by W. H. Hudson, the naturalist 
to whom the Hyde Park memorial is dedicated.
• tU^^T^ss was a general account of the Amerindians 
™ Brltlsh Guiana, and has been reproduced in full in 
the January-February, 1954, issue of United Empire- 
and chturman of the British Guiana
and Sh w’J T'r11“ Settlement Commission, presided, 
(~ ■ n Janson, a former Governor of British
Guiana, proposed the vote of thanks.
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A photograph taken on the occasion
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Rum and Cigar Duties

West India Committee Request Reduction 
^he following letter, requesting a reduction in the 

duty on rum and cigars in the forthcoming Budget, 
was sent to Mr. R. A. Butler, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, by the West India Committee on February 
12th
Sir,

I am directed by my Executive to inquire whether 
an end may this year be expected to the long standing 
refusals of successive Chancellors of the Exchequer to 
listen to the appeals of the West India Committee for 
succour, by means of appropriate provisions in the 
Budget, to two old established colonial industries.

The preferential rates of duty per proof gallon on 
rum imported in cask in recent years have been as 
follows :—

£ s. d.
1947 (to November) ... ... 7 17 10
1948 (Jan.-March and Dec., 1947) 9 11 2
1948 (April-Dec.) ........................... 10 11 2,

and the quantities of rum delivered for consumption in 
the United Kingdom :—

Proof gallons.
1947 ........................................................................ 3,610,259
1948   3,365,376
1949 ........................................................................ 2,187,403
1950 ........................................................................ 1,860,022
1951 ........................................................................ 1,694,244
1952 ........................................................................ 1,524,933
1953 ........................................................................ 1,417,011

From the foregoing it would seem that the efforts 
to increase the revenue yield from rum by means of 
increased rates of duty have in fact produced an annual 
loss of well over £10,000,000. That, however, is not 
the consideration which has induced my Executive to 
make these representations. Nevertheless, it may serve 
to stop any attempt by your advisers at justification 
of the present duty rates on the grounds of the revenue 
necessities of the United Kingdom. They, of course, are 
not concerned as to how far those revenue necessities 
should have precedence over the claims of colonial 
peoples who are dependent upon the United Kingdom. 
The figures show clearly how—and this is of very grave 
concern to my Executive—the rum industry of the 
British West Indies, which has always looked to the 
United Kingdom as its principal outlet, is being rapidly 
and very thoroughly strangled.

Turning now to the cigar industry, it is unnecessary 
to burden you by quoting the quite fantastic rates ot 
duty, but it is illuminating to note that deliveries of 
cigars for home consumption (at 179,664 lb.) were 
lower in 1953 than in any year since the steep rise in 
rates of duty began in 1947, excepting only the year 
1949, when the full violence of the reactions to those 
increases was first manifested. It might also be appro­
priate to point out that the average yearly consumption 
of cigars from 1948 to 1953 was lower by no less than 
52 per cent, than that of the years (commencing wi 
the great depression) 1931/1937. Even in the year mps 
affected by the depression, deliveries of cigars excee e 
284,000 lb. The average consumption for the two 
years 1929/30 exceeded 510,000 lb.

Thus the case for a drastic reduction of existing 
duties in the interests of the United Kingdom revenues 
seem clear enough in the case of cigars also. Unfor­
tunately it seems to have become firmly embedded in 
the minds of the revenue authorities that, because cigars 
are made of tobacco, then the rates of duty on cigars 
must not be less than the rates of duty on tobacco in 
other forms. In fact, the rates are appreciably higher 
on cigars than on tobacco in any other form. The 
effect of this obsession is to put cigars beyond the reach 
of all but the opulent. Certain continental countries 
have discovered the virtue of pursuing the opposite 
course and of taxing cigars at considerably lower rates 
than are applicable to tobacco in other forms. How­
ever, here again the main consideration is that, without 
benefit of any kind to the United Kingdom, so heavy 
are the rates of duty on colonial cigars that they are 
rapidly exterminating that industry.

Now, Sir, there is no disagreement on one point and 
that is that the seeds of Communism are fertilized by 
poverty. What then is to be said of poverty which is 
provoked by so wantonly crippling two of the oldest 
of colonial industries, and that in countries where the 
most supreme effort cannot bring about anything 
approaching a condition of general affluence. A tot 
of West Indian—possibly Demerara—rum on a cold 
morning used to give heart to the dock labourer in this 
country. Now he shivers, gets his daily paper and reads 
of Demerara Communism. Jamaica has kept Com­
munism at bay, but the maintenance by the United 
Kingdom of measures so disastrous to two of her most 
notable industries must be accounted a poor reward 
for loyalty by the bewildered Jamaicans.

Sir, the eyes of all British West Indians, and not 
merely those of the territories specifically mentioned 
above, will be focused on the outcome of this appeal. 
At the moment of writing they are focused on some 
rather unenterprising cricket, a game which is in their 
blood, but still not of vital importance. However, 
unless something is done to get away from a mono­
tonous “ No ! No ! No ! ” in answer to their oft repeated 
requests for the help which could so easily be given to 
vital industries which both need and deserve that help, 
they will conclude that lack of enterprise in this country 
goes much further than cricket, and possesses such less 
desirable relatives as lack of imagination, lack of care, 
lack of the kind of sympathy that is capable of scattering 
the stumps of precedent with a yorker.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) A. E. V. BARTON,
Secretary.

Death of Lord Lyle

It is with great regret that we learn, as we go to press 
of the death of Lord Lyle of Westbourne, president of 
Tate & Lyle, Ltd., and chairman of the West Indies 
Sugar Co., Ltd. He was 71 years of age.

Lord Lyle was an old member of the West Indian 
Club and had been president since March, 1951.
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British Guiana Constitution Sugai* Cane Diseases

Evidence Before the Commission
Qur correspondent, writing from Georgetown, British 

Guiana, on February 22nd, states : “ The Robertson 
Commission has got down to work quickly and has held 
many sittings in different parts of the colony. The 
witnesses who sent in memoranda or gave oral evidence 
included the Director of Education, primary and 
secondary school masters, the Archbishop of the West 
Indies, a delegation from the United Democratic Party 
(the largest democratic party in the colony), a delegation 
from a Moslem religious body, a delegation from the 
Sword of the Spirit movement (a Catholic lay organiza­
tion), several local business men, local journalists, a 
retired police N.C.O., the Commissioner of Local Govern­
ment, the Commissioner of Labour, the Public Informa­
tion Officer (who was also Registration Officer at the 
1953 elections), and a number of ordinary workers.

“ The suggestions put up by these witnesses varied 
considerably. Most were in favour of retaining universal 
adult suffrage, but many advocated greater checks on 
the power of ministers or change in the manner of their 
appointment; some were in favour of a franchise 
limited by literary or financial qualifications ; several 
recommended that any persons proved to be connected 
with any known Communist organization should be 
disqualified from voting or from holding a legislative 
position.

Most witnesses thought that the suspension of the 
Constitution was justified—the Moslem delegation 
thought it should have come earlier ; some witnesses 
urged that the period under the interim government 
should be as short as possible ; others felt that the 
interim government should remain in power for a fairly 
long period to allow it to get ahead with the development 
schemes and make the colony’s economic position more 
secure, also to allow those on the side of democracy to 
counteract the evil propaganda of the Communist group.

“ Many witnesses questioned the secrecy of the 1953 
elections, and some gave evidence of voters refraining 
irom voting because certain arrangements made it 
possible for agents to know for whom they voted.

‘‘The People’s Progressive Party persist in their 
official boycott of the Commission, but several witnesses 
acknowledged allegiance to the Party—one man wore a 
P.P.P. tie-pin on a picture tie portraying Buckingham 
Palace. The evidence of most of the P.P.P. devotees 
was somewhat wild and jumbled, and some of their 
ideas conflicted with their Party’s declared policy. One 
witness declared his belief that the astronomers were 
mistaken and that the earth was stationary, with the 
sun revolving around it; and after giving evidence 
this man issued printed pamphlets challenging 'anv 
European to disprove this.”

Mr R o. Nicholas, an Assistant Secretary in the 
cRevenue’ has been appointed to conduct 

in British Guiana an inquiry to study the incidence of 
the existing system of taxation and its effects on the 
economy of British Guiana and, having regard to the 
need for revenue to carry out this Government’s policy 

eC°n°miC devel°P^ent, to make recorm

Introduction by Parasites of Pests
Tn the January, 1954, issue of The International 
x Sugar Journal, Dr. H. Martin-Leake discusses recent 
observations made in Louisiana which indicate a manner 
in which micro-organisms causing plant disease may be 
introduced into a territory despite stringent precautions 
taken under existing quarantine regulations.

Experience had shown that strict quarantine regula­
tions had not been too successful in the cane belt of the 
United States, and the following diseases, despite their 
having been intercepted, are now known to occur: 
“wilt,” caused by Cephalosporizim sac chari ; “ rind 
disease” caused by Mdanconium saccharic “ring 
spot ” caused by Leptosphaeria sacchari ; “ sheath rot” 
caused by Cytospora sacchari ; “ red rot ” caused by 
Colletotrichum falcatum and “ red stripe ” caused by 
Phytomonas rubrilineans.

This directed attention to possible loopholes, and the 
fact was noted that quarantine regulations omit any 
form of control over the importation of parasites of 
insects attacking the sugar cane. Among these is 
Bassus stigmaterus, introduced from Peru as a larval 
parasite of the sugar cane borer Diatraea saccharate, 
and since become established. This parasite has been 
found to carry, both externally and internally, a number 
of micro-organisms, among which is Fusarium monili- 
forme, a parasite organism of major importance.

The mass importation of parasites has now become 
one of the recognized methods of control against insect 
pests of crops, but the above findings indicate the danger 
of introducing other diseases by this means, and a study 
of the potentialities of such importations as a source of 
plant disease appears desirable.

Blackstrap Molasses

The issue of Willett & Gray’s Weekly Statistical Sugw 
I rade Journal dated January 28th, 1954, gives the 
following statement of average prices of blackstrap 
molasses for the years 1926 to 1953.

Blackstrap Molasses.—Prices in cents per gallon* :—
Average Year Average

1926 .. ............................. 6.45 1940... ................. 6.58
1927 .. .................. 7.50 1941... ................. 9.69
1928 .. ............................. 8.44 1942... ..................... 16.79
1929 .. ..................................11.62 1943... ..................... 18.50
1930 ..
1931 ..
1932 ..
1933 ..
1934 ..
1935 ..
1936 ..
1937 ..
1938 ..
1939 ..

................................. 10.83
..................... 4.81
..................... 3.61

................................ 5.42

1944...
1945...
1946...
1947...

..................... 18.50

..................... 18.50

..................... 18.50

.....................24.13
... 6.91 1948... ..................... 29.81

............................. 8.13

............................. 7.86
.................. 7.18

1949...
1950...
1951...

................. 9.05

..................... 16.10

..................... 35.64
............................. 6.68
............................. 4.95

1952... 
1953J

..................... 20.62

......................12.14

MarX at y°rk through February, 1939; from
1947’ March’ 1947> f o b. North Atlantic ports;

York’- ’ *hr°uSh August 22nd, 1947, quotations at Ne*
Tulv D^m^°rtia-Am August 22nd, 1947, through June, 1948. 

1 baSed on New Oceans plus about
Branch RM A 1951-°ct°ber 1953, from Sugar

t January-October, 1953, average.
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The Cotton Bill
Pending Dissolution of Raw Cotton Commission

A BILL was presented to the House of Commons 
by the President of the Board of Trade on Novem­
ber 4th, 1953, “to modify the functions of the 

Raw Cotton Commission, to repeal the monopoly pro­
visions of the Cotton (Centralized Buying) Act, 1947, 
and to make consequential provision as respects mem­
bers, officers, servants and agents of the Commission ; 
to make provision for enabling the Commission to be 
wound up and dissolved ; and for purposes connected 
with the matters aforesaid.’’

There were six clauses, of which the last two were 
purely consequential, and dealt with the financial and 
other machinery. Clauses 1 and 2 dealt with the 
interim period, and enabled the Commission to carry 
on giving its services until the next buying season. 
Clause 3 provided for a scheme to be drawn up making 
provision for the compensation of staff, and Clause 4 
enabled the Board of Trade and the Ministry of Materials 
to dissolve the Commission by an Order, which would be 
subject to affirmative resolution, if at any time they 
were satisfied that it was in the public interest to do so. 
No date was mentioned, but in opening the discussion 
on the second reading of the Bill on November 18th, 
the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Peter Thorney- 
croft, made it clear that it was intended that the Com- 
mission should cease active operations as soon as might 
be after August 31st, 1954. While the Bill did not 
refer to the Liverpool Cotton Exchange as such, it was 
no secret that the Liverpool futures market planned 
to reopen in time to be in full operation in the next 
buying season. .

In Standing Committee (of which there were 10 
sittings) the Bill was amended, and on February 17th 
it was recommitted to a Committee of the whole House 
for approval of the amendments. It was then given 
its third reading on February 18th.

At the recommittal Mr. Sydney Silverman was allowed 
to move an amendment to the recommittal motion o 
allow for a discussion on amendments to clause 4. 
Mat the Opposition sought to do by this amendment, 
it was explained by Mr. Harold Wilson, who had been 
President of the Board of Trade when the Socialists 
were in power, was “ to ensure that the President oi 
the Board of Trade and the Minister of Materials if 
there is still a Minister of Materials at that time will 
not regard it as being within the public interes o 
abolish the Raw Cotton Commission until adequate 
arrangements have been made for the marketing o 
cotton from the colonial territories and certain otne 
countries which have been supplying us on the oasis 
of long-term contracts.’’ , XT

Mr. Wilson reminded the House that in 1 ove 
he had put questions to the President of the oar 
Trade about the marketing of cotton from the colo^s’ 
and that the Government had admitted and accepted 
responsibility in respect of long-term contracts. y 
accepted the fact, which I think all hon. Members would 
accept, that if the Raw Cotton Commission is wound 

up and there is a reversion to private buying, then the 
colonies are likely to be in for a very thin buying time.” 
The reason why these colonial territories had increased 
their production of cotton had been because they knew 
there was a market in this country through the medium 
of the Raw Cotton Commission. Now we should find 
them betrayed by the action the Government had taken. 
While the Lancashire cotton industry could continue 
in production for just as long as there were enough 
dollars to buy American cotton, the moment we ran 
into dollar difficulties all that had been done in the last 
six, seven or ten years to build up colonial supplies 
would have gone with the wind and there would be no 
supplies of raw cotton.

Taken up on this statement by another Member, 
Mr. Wilson said that he was not suggesting that the 
purchase of colonial cotton would stop altogether. 
Certain kinds of colonial cotton [presumably British 
West Indian—Ed.] would be required on quality grounds, 
but once the long-term contracts came to an end there 
would not be that assurance in the colonies which 
would cause them to plant that amount of cotton. 
“ Therefore,” he stated, “ our Amendment proposes that 
before the Government shall have the power to abolish 
the Raw Cotton Commission, whatever views they may- 
have formed, several months ahead, about this question 
and about what the public interest will dictate, they 
should report to Parliament the arrangements they 
have made for continuing the market arrangements for 
colonial cotton and, having done that, secure the 
consent of Parliament. Only after that—as we say in 
the Amendment, three months after that—shall they 
have the right to bring forward the order abolishing the 
Raw Cotton Commission.” .

Mr Thomeycroft thought it quite wrong to imagine 
that the colonial territories were necessarily wedded to 
the idea of bulk purchase. It was equally wrong to 
assume that the establishment of a free market in 
cotton was necessarily disadvantageous to the colonial 
producers. The real criticism of the Amendment how­
ever was that, worded as it was, it asked the Board 
of Trade and the Minister of Materials to certify that 
arrangements for the renewal of contracts were to go on 
before the order was made. This was really a deI?^ 
to postpone indefinitely the effective operation of the 
Bill He had “ made it absolutely plain that we shall 
not renew contracts.” They would honour the ones at 
present before them, but, for the future, it was not then- 
purpose to enter into or renew these long-term “"tracts, 
and^ in those circumstances he hoped that the Com 
mittee would reject the Amendment.

In the subsequent discussion Opposition «P^rs 
assailed the Government on three points : first, on the 
mound of the Bill involving retrospective legislation to 
exculpate those responsible for making compensation 
exculpate rr f the Raw Cotton Commission s
S advanceAuthority; second, on the ground 

of the harm to be done to the Lancashire cotton industry .
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and third, on the ground of the harm to be done to 
colonial cotton producers. Without the Raw Cotton 
Commission, the Opposition argued, colonial producers 
would have no assured market, planting of cotton would 
decrease, and production would fall, to the detriment of 
the colonial peoples ; when dollars became exhausted 
and Lancashire spinners could no longer obtain supplies 
from America, there would be no supplies at all—a 
reiteration of the argument advanced by Mr. Harold 
Wilson. Another factor militating against the Lan­
cashire cotton industry which was denounced by some 
speakers was the pact with Japan, which country would 
now compete against Lancashire in the cotton market.

There was confused argument in regard to the 
position in regard to British West Indian cotton, with 
intervention by the chairman of committee on points 
of order. It was admitted on all sides that there were 
long-term contracts between the Raw Cotton Com­
mission and Aden, Nigeria and Nyasaland. In the case 
of the British West Indies and Uganda, the President 
of the Board of Trade stated, there was no long-term 
contract. The chairman of committee insisted on the 
point “ that unless there is a long-term contract with 
the places mentioned, they cannot be discussed. It is 
quite simple.” This ruled out discussion of Uganda, 
where they had had bulk purchases for most of their 
crops, and Tanganyika and the British West Indies, 
where the Raw Cotton Commission had been buying 
the crops before they were planted. Dr. Hyacinth 
Morgan then said : “ The problem with regard to the 
West Indies is quite simple. They have a long-term 
contract which is renewed from year to year on a definite 
understanding that it will be renewed, but they still 
reserve the right not to renew the contract in a bad 
year when the West Indies have been crippled by 
storms. Hon. Members do not understand that these 
islands are m a peculiar position, because they cannot 
guarantee their crops like the big Colonies on land. 
They are little islands with the sea all round them, and 
ihZ Can /’"Y carry ,°n their cotton trade and renew 
their contracts on the understanding that they can 
break the contract in any particular year.” The chair­
man, while admitting the difficulty of the point, ruled 
that an understandmg was not a contract.
and\Se Close °f debate the Committee divided, 

Rhq amendment to the recommittal motion was 
lost by 261 votes to 245.

The Bill received its third reading on February 18th 
and was adopted by 280 votes to 261. Its supporters

-FFza/-*4- 4-U neo TT * i t licit it would not
Kingdom.USe ^‘b5 °f COttOn in the United

(Continued from next column)

tra<?e the re<luirements of this policy • 
and while the colonies are still automatically included 
bec^

“Th "succe^ful ^t for a

currency may prove to of its »»
responsibilities of independence?’ °f m°re difficult

Colonial Monetary Conditions

“ Jn general,” writes Dr. Greaves in the introduction 
to her study of monetary conditions in the 

colonies,* “ writers about the colonies have omitted 
the subject of money, and writers about money have 
ignored the colonies. . . . Yet the past fifty years 
have seen changes in the monetary organization of the 
Commonwealth which are no less important than the 
constitutional changes. Between the epoch of the 
pioneers and that of the planners no one aspect of 
Imperial relations has undergone more profound change 
than the monetary, and none is more closely connected 
with the chief phases of international affairs.” Sterling 
is now an inconvertible instead of an international 
currency, and the change makes a distinction between 
the monetary’ relationships of the colonies with the 
United Kingdom and the rest of the world which had 
not existed in the days when sterling was the world’s 
money.

In a series of surveys of the various aspects of colonial 
finance and banking Dr. Greaves examines the monetary 
institutions that have developed and the organization 
of financial affairs in colonial territories, and shows that 
there are certain special characteristics of colonial 
monetary conditions to which the currency system is 
closely related.

These she summarizes as follows : the external origin 
of a large part of the commercial bank deposits in 
colonial territories ; the dominant importance of the 
finance of import and export trade in commercial 
credit , the fact that the price level determines the 
local credit and currency required, and not credit and 
currency the price level ; the similar position of govern­
ment and private customers in relation to the banks, 
and the fact that government debt plays no part in 
increasing the cash facilities of the colony ; the govern­
ment custom of holding its short and long term surpluses 
m London, which removes a certain portion of local 
income from local banks ; the monetary position of the 
co Ionia 1 banks, which is the same as if they were using 

mted Kingdom currency as local branches in the same 
country as the Head office; the fact that banks in 
colonial territories obtain cash in the United Kingdom 
on domestic terms, and colonial governments obtain 
loans in the United Kingdom at current domestic rates.

us, a colony s only foreign transactions are those 
hich are external to the London sterling system, and 

they are carried on as part of the United Kingdom 
foreign exchange accounts, while the monetary influences 
at work in a colonial territory are far from being a 
matter subject to internal control by the territory, 
cnnimh Wher?aJ the or>gmal market system of British 
were o Ce finance, of which the overseas territories 
tr j J* ? e^a financed the flow of international 

adjusted internal credit to the conditions of 
as the the col°nies on the same basis
motion n?lted Kingdom, the new system has the pro- 
United Kia 5 m Pattern of internal incomes in the 

ngdom as its chief objective, and it adjusts
(Cow/znued in preceding column)

Colfni™ Ida Greaves, Ph-D.^Ewnl
Price 5s. net dlCS’ No’ 10> London, H.M.S.O., 1953-
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West Indies Year Book The Three Counties Show

The 25th edition of this useful publication, which 
now embraces, under the title of The West Indies and 
Caribbean Year Book*, both British and non-British 
territories in the Caribbean area and the Latin American 
republics on the mainland of Central and South America 
bordering on the Caribbean Sea, is now available.

This silver jubilee number maintains the reliable 
standard to which those who use the Year Book regularly 
have now become accustomed, the main changes being 
those necessary to bring up to date the various sections. 
Two interesting new chapters in the Historical and 
General section deal with the main features of the 
agreement on British Caribbean federation reached at 
the London conference in April, 1953, and with the 
industrial and development missions which reported on 
various territories in the area during the year.

The specially prepared map of the Caribbean area in 
colours and 27 maps of the various colonies and other 
territories, and the gazetteer, keyed to the sectional 
maps, again form a particularly useful feature ; the 
information on administration, resources, commerce 
and tourism, compiled for each territory and readily 
accessible by means of a tabbed index, has been revised 
as necessary ; there are also sections relating to trade 
with Britain, Canada and the United States, and a 
glossary of Spanish-English terms used in the classified 
trade lists. The volume is well sprinkled with photo­
graphic illustrations of subjects of interest in each 
territory.

*The West Indies and Caribbean Year Book, 1953-54. 
Published by Thomas Skinner & Co. (Publishers), Ltd., 330, 
Gresham House, Old Broad Street, London, E.C.2. Price £1 
post free inland or to the West Indies ; §9.00 post free to Canada 
or U.S.A.

West Indian Cotton

THE following statement of production of cotton and 
prices obtained, for the 1952-53 crop, has been 

compiled from statistics kindly provided in advance of 
the publication of the annual report of the West Indian 
Sea Island Cotton Association (Inc.), and received 
through the secretary of the Advisory Committee in 
England :—

W These figures refer to M.S. 1. (6) These figures refer to V.H.8.

Territory Acres 
planted

Clean lint (lb.)

Total Average 
per acre

Anguilla 60 4,248 71

Antigua ............... 1,300 277,204 213

Barbados 2061 18,320 89
Montserrat . 1,970 325,756 165
Nevis .. 3,400 388,037 114
St. Kitts 220 47,227 215
St. Vincent ... 2,588 347,200 134

Total ............... 9,744| 1,407,992

^he Council of the Three Counties Agricultural Society 
have again extended an invitation to visitors from 

overseas to attend the Society’s show in 1954.
The three counties concerned are Hereford, Worcester 

and Gloucester, and the 1954 show is to be held at 
Staverton Airport, Gloucester, on June Sth, 9th and 
10th. There are to be well over 6,000 livestock exhibits, 
nearly 400 trade stands with acres of machinery in 
motion, and educational exhibits by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Forestry Commission, the Long Ashton 
Research Station, the three County Federations of 
Women’s Institutes, and other organizations. Other 
attractions to be provided include International horse 
jumping, championship dog shows, flower show, demon­
strations of rural industries, motor cycle displays and a 
procession of the Mayors and Corporations with Sword 
and Mace Bearers in full mediaeval regalia.

Overseas visitors who would like to attend are invited 
to write to the secretary of the Council, Overseas Dept., 
2, St. Nicholas Street, Hereford (Telephone 3969 Here­
ford), giving their address in England, before* June 1st, 
1954, when they will be provided, free of charge, with 
an Admission and Car Park Pass to the show. On 
arrival at the show they should call at the Overseas 
Visitors’ Reception Room, where they will be welcomed 
on behalf of the society and presented with free tickets 
for luncheon, tea, and a seat in the special reserved 
enclosure in the Grandstand beside the arena.

Sulphur from Trinidad

A recent release by Trinidad Leaseholds (Chemicals) 
Ltd., a subsidiary of Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., indicated 
that’during the current year there should be available 
for export from Trinidad, after the requirements of the 
island have been satisfied, a surplus of 5,000 tons of 
sulphur produced from oil refinery waste materials 
which formerly went unused.

This is a new venture for Trinidad, and the first 
export shipment of 800 tons went forward to a nylon 
manufacturer in the United Kingdom towards the end 
of 1953.

Stained lint (lb.) Total lint (lb.) F.O.B. price 
per lb.

Clean lint
Grade ITotal Average 

per acre
Total Average 

per acre

162 2 4,410 73 Unknown 
74d.-80d. (a)

7,986 6 285,190 219 78d.-90d. (6)

14,100
24,956

3,547
26,400

7
7

16
10

18,320 
339,856 
412,993

50,774
373,600

89
172
121
231
144

116d.-120d.
86d.-92d.
86d.
92d.
108d.

77,151 — 1,485,143 — —
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Commonwealth Plantation Crops

Importance in World Trade
A change in trends of supply and demand for many 

plantation products is noted in the latest issue of 
Plantation Crops, just published by the Common­
wealth Economic Committee.* It points out that for 
almost all of the commodities dealt with the post-war 
expansion in production and trade was checked in 1952 ; 
for several commodities, including sugar, tea and rubber, 
prices fell below the high levels of 1950-51, and new 
factors have now emerged with the derationing of tea 
and sugar in the United Kingdom. Moreover falling 
prices have affected the dollar-earning potential of some 
of the major products.

Not all of these commodities show the same trends. 
The figures in the Review indicate that sugar production 
in 1952-53, though less than in the preceding season, 
was still 24 per cent, higher than before the war, a 
fact which governs the operation of the International 
Sugar Agreement now in force. It is pointed out, too, 
that while market prices for some plantation crops 
such as tea fell during 1952 and there was some weakness 
for coffee, there were indications of a reversal of these 
trends last year. Moreover, the background for the 
recent rise in prices for coffee and cocoa is apparent in 
that for both these products over-all supply has not 
exceeded pre-war figures, while unfavourable conditions 
affected the crops in 1953. Apart from foodstuffs, 
the trade in certain plantation crops such as rubber and 
tobacco is still to a large extent affected by government 
measures of one kind or another; thus while natural 
rubber prices in the United States fell in 1953 to a point 
where they approximated to the price of the synthetic 
rubbers, it is noted that changes in United States 
policy may modify the demand for the two products. 
The incidence of policy measures has perhaps been even 
more marked in the case of tobacco because of restrictions 
on production in North America and the extent to which 
United Kingdom imports continue to be limited by 
dollar allocations; in 1952-53, for example, dollar 
allocations were less than one-quarter of the total for 
19o 1-52.

The figures in the review make evident the importance 
of the part played by the Commonwealth in the pro­
duction of plantation crops. Its sugar production has 
continued to expand and under the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement is expected to rise still further but 
there is still a large import balance for this commodity 
Commonwealth countries supply the bulk of the tea and 
cocoa in world trade and a large part of the rubber all 
of special importance as dollar earners. On the other 
hand, for tobacco and coffee the Commonwealth as a 
whole is on balance an importer, although in the latter 
case the expansion of output in Commonwealth countries 

J6??® has lessened dependence on imports
Ihe Lmted Kingdom draws from Commonwealth 

sources nearly all of its tea, cocoa and rubber (the 
*Planta:*wn Crops, 1953, a summary of productiontratlcaml 

oonsumptron relating to sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa sp cej tobacco 
and rubber, with appendices. Obtainable from H.M Stationed 
mittee 2 a3“^-. Commonwealth Economic S 

Commonwealth’s share of the total in each case being 
in most years even higher than before the war), but 
about half of the coffee comes from foreign countries; 
these usually supply also a large proportion of the 
tobacco. As compared with pre-war, however, the 
United Kingdom has become more dependent on 
foreign imports of sugar, although shipments from 
Commonwealth countries are now increasing. The 
relatively small imports of pepper, cloves, ginger and 
other spices are mainly from Commonwealth sources.

Figures for consumption given in the review illustrate 
the effect of the various factors underlying trends in 
production and trade. By 1952, for example, coffee 
consumption in both the United States and the United 
Kingdom, though still much greater than before the war, 
was already less than in earlier post-war years, while tea 
consumption showed, if anything, a tendency to rise. 
Sugar consumption in Commonwealth countries such as 
Australia and South Africa had risen considerably since 
before the war, but in the United Kingdom had not yet 
regained the pre-war level. Tobacco consumption has 
remained much greater than formerly in the United 
States and Canada as well as (though to a less extent) 
in the United Kingdom.

Harrison Line

Service to Leewards and Windwards
^hippers are advised that in place of the two-monthly 

service operated in the past from London direct to 
Antigua, St. Kitts, Dominica, Montserrat (when induce­
ment offered) and St. Lucia, via Trinidad and Barbados, 
a monthly direct service from Liverpool to Antigua, 
St. Kitts, Dominica, Montserrat (when inducement 
offers or with transhipment at St. Lucia) and St. Lucia, 
has been inaugurated as from February 17th, 1954, 
with the sailing of m.v. Factor.

The usual service twice a month direct to Barbados, 
Trinidad (with transhipment to all Islands) and Demerara 
from London will continue as heretofore and, in addition, 
calls direct at Grenada and St. Vincent by vessels 
operating from London will be made at approximately 
eight-weekly intervals.

Overseas Employers’ Federation

The Colonial Employers’ Federation has decided to 
a opt the title of “ Overseas Employers’ Federation.’ 
It was established in 1945 in consultation with the 
British Employers’ Confederation, and has concerned 
itselt with the interests of employers in the colonial 
territories, with particular regard to the correct pre­
sentation of their special problems at conferences and 
mee mgs of the International Labour Organization.

With the changing status of many of these depen- 
enmes, the use of the term “ colonial ” has become 

mo ed. There are, also, employers in other areas, 
KeCJa ■ °.,e w^ich were formerly colonial possessions, 

tn ho acæsJmi^arJa^our problems and who might expect 
to benefit from the services of the federation.
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Development of British Guiana
------------- 4-------------

Mr. Lyttelton’s Statement
AS briefly announced in last Circular, Mr. Oliver 

2Y. Lyttelton, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
announced in the House of Commons on February 

8th, the Government’s plans for the development of 
British Guiana. Mr. Lyttelton’s statement appears in 
full below:—

“ I want to tell the House something of our plans for 
further economic development in British Guiana. We 
have been preparing such plans for some time, but 
could make no real progress under the former British 
Guiana Government. Now, however, we are getting 
to grips with the matter. The Governor has set up the 
Economic Council recommended by the Waddington 
Commission, and while I have been in Nigeria he has 
been over here explaining his proposals for immediate 
development and discussing how they are to be financed.

“ We cannot yet estimate exactly what the develop­
ment plans of the colony for the next five years will 
involve, but the cost is likely to be not less than 
¿15,000,000. The details are being worked out in 
British Guiana, and in this work the report of the 
International Bank Mission is proving a great help. 
We and the British Guiana Government are deeply 
grateful to the bank for this help.

Proposals for Next Two Years
“ The Governor and I want to get ahead as fast as is 

practicable and he has produced detailed proposals 
for the next two years, costing some ¿9,000,000. This 
includes: first, rather more than ¿3,000,000 for trans­
port, communications and other public works, to 
reconstruct and expand roads, railways, ports and 
telephones; secondly, over ¿2,500,000 for agriculture 
and forestry to carry out research, major drainage and 
irrigation schemes, which were recently reviewed on the 
spot by Mr. Lacey, my adviser on the subject, and land 
settlement for small farmers on lines recommended by 
Mr. Frank Brown after his recent visit; thirdly, 
¿2,500,000 for social development, including a housing 
programme of ¿2,000,000 in addition to expenditure of 
over ¿500,000 from sugar funds to speed up the replace­
ment of antiquated accommodation on the sugar estates 
known as ‘ ranges ’ ; and, lastly, about ¿1,000,000 
for agricultural and industrial credits, to be administered 
by a credit corporation, the chairman-designate of 
which has recently arrived in British Guiana.

“ This is an ambitious programme and there will be 
shortages to be faced—of materials, skilled staff and 
artisans, and so on—which may slow down the rate at 
which the programme can be carried out. But Her 
Majesty’s Government are determined that as much as 
is practicable should be done as soon as practicable 
and that worthwhile development shall not be held up 
for lack of money. As a first step, therefore, Her 
Majesty’s Government have decided to make avail­
able a further grant of ¿3,125,000 from Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare funds, and to provide facilities tor 
UP to ¿3,417,000 extra loans to be raised as required m 
London. With the unspent money already available 

for development, this will make up the estimated 
¿9,000,000 required.

“We shall watch the position carefully, and will 
decide later how exactly to provide further finance for 
the plan when we see how the schemes progress and what 
the colony needs.”

Opposition Queries
Mr. James Griffiths then asked Mr. Lyttelton: 

“ While welcoming the proposals embodied in the 
report, may I ask the right hon. Gentleman three 
questions ? As he indicated in his statement, one of 
the handicaps will be a shortage of technical and artisan 
labour. Is it proposed to make a special grant to 
provide for the artisan training which is essential to 
the success of the scheme ? Secondly, ¿3,500,000 are 
to be provided from the Colonial Welfare and Develop­
ment Fund. Can that be met out of existing funds now 
available, or will it be necessary to add to the fund ? 
The third question is linked with the fact that there 
are two economic development councils and the credit 
corporation. In view of the fact that the Colonial 
Development Corporation already has a number of 
schemes, will steps be taken to ensure that these two 
corporations will work in harmony with the Colonial 
Development Corporation, and will be supplementary 
rather than butting into each other’s work ? ”

Mr. Lyttelton : “ I do not think that the credit 
corporation, which is for the benefit of small farmers 
and traders, will cut across the work of the Colonial 
Development Corporation at all; but if the right hon. 
Gentlemen wants an assurance, I will see that they do 
not get in one another’s way. The first question related 
to artisan labour. Without making a special grant, 
that is a matter which the British Guiana Government 
must attend to, if these moneys are to be properly 
spent. The position in regard to the Colonial Develop­
ment Fund is that ¿812,500 out of the new money is an 
immediate grant out of the reserves under the existing 
act. The remaining ¿2,312,500 is advance cover for 
money to be committed out of the ¿7,000,000 under 
the new measure which has already been announced 
in the House of Commons.”

Mr. Griffiths : “ Shall we be having a new Colonial 
Welfare Bill to cover these schemes ? ”

Mr. Lyttelton : ‘‘I have already made a statement 
in the House about this position. Colonial governments, 
taken as a whole, have been permitted to commit 
themselves up to ¿7,000,000 in advance of the bills 
being introduced. Of course, we are still waiting for 
the development plans from the others.”

Mr R Robinson : “ While congratulating my right 
hon. Friend on the practical steps taken to help British 
Guiana, may I ask whether it is correct that all the 
funds for this purpose are being provided by Her 
Majesty’s Government ? If that is so, is there; a possi- 
bility of getting further funds from the World Bank, 
which recently made its report ?

Mr. Lyttelton : “ So far I have been concerned with
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seeing that finance for the first two years is provided. 
We hope to get help from outside in addition.”

Miss Lee : “ What information shall we have later 
about wages and working conditions in connexion 
with all the employment which will be created by the 
money that is being publicly provided ? Shall we be 
kept informed about what profits have been made out 
of it ? We all want the maximum advantage to go to 
those who are employed and to see an improvement 
in their present deplorable conditions ; and we want to 
be sure that profits for private persons will not be made 
out of public funds.”

Mr. Lyttelton : “ The hon. Lady may be assured 
that when such large sums are involved we shall make 
statements from time to time about the progress of the 
schemes, to cover most of the points which she has 
raised.”

Dr. Stross : “ Can the Minister tell us a little more 
about the mixed farming units that it is proposed to set 
up ? Can he say, roughly, how much money is being 
provided ? Did he mention any specific sum of money 
out of the allocation. Lastly, approximately how 
many farmers will be engaged in these schemes within 
the next three or four years ? ”

Mr. Lyttelton : “ The hon. Gentleman is referring 
to land settlement for small farmers ? ”

Dr. Stross : “Yes, Sir.”
Mr. Lyttelton : “ It is an experiment. It is not a 

large-scale scheme. The money allocated is for the 
experiment and it depends upon the success of that 
experiment how far it will be extended.”

Other questions were asked by Mrs. White, Mr. 
Warbey, Mr. Harold Davies, Mr. Silverman and Mr. 
Burden.

The Position of Bookers Explained
J^[R- J- M. Campbell, chairman of Booker Bros.

McConnell & Co. Ltd., and a vice-president of the 
West India Committee, returned to London in the 
middle of last month after his annual visit to British 
Guiana.

Shortly after his arrival in the colony Mr. Campbell 
was invited to meet members of the Press, and to make a 
statement regarding recent events there, particularly 
as they affected his company.

The following is a report of the Press conference, as 
it appeared in a local newspaper :—

Describing his visit as a routine one, Mr. Campbell 
said he was in British Guiana to hold discussions with his 
colleagues and friends about all Bookers affairs in British 
Guiana—discussions which he hoped would lead to 
Bookers undertakings in the colony becoming even 
more efficient and prosperous than they were alreadv 
thus enabling Bookers even better to fulfil their responsi­
bilities to their shareholders, staff, labour and the 
people of the colony. He also greatly looked forward 
to discussing ways and means of improving all-important 
human relations in industry and commerce in British 
Guiana.

Obviously, he declared, it was very important to 
Bookers shareholders, staff and labour that Bookers 
should be efficient and prosperous ; but it was also verv 
important to the people of British Guiana. In that 
connexion he remembered once hearing an English 

Socialist Cabinet Minister say that an unprofitable 
business was an enemy to the state.

A very profound truth, said Mr. Campbell. A 
profitable business was an asset to the state, generating 
wealth, employment and exports—and paying taxes, 
without which modem Government could not exist.

An unprofitable business, on the other hand, destroyed 
wealth, created less and less employment, paid no 
taxes and eventually destroyed itself. Any employee 
would choose to work for an efficient and profitable 
business rather than for an unprofitable one ; and he 
was sure that the people of the country would -wash their 
business undertakings to prosper rather than to wither 
—to have businesses of which they could be proud 
rather than ashamed.

A Barometer for Investors

But at the present time there was an even more 
important reason why Bookers should be seen to be a 
prosperous business. In the past, however much the 
company and others interested in the colony had tried 
to publicize British Guiana, the people in England 
knew very little of its problems or its great 
potentialities. They very often did not even know 
where it was, mixing it up with New Guinea. Now 
British Guiana had suddenly leapt into most unfavour­
able notoriety as the first Communist country in the 
British Commonwealth.

Never had British Guiana needed British under­
standing, British interest and British money more, but 
it could not be expected that those things would be 
forthcoming unless confidence in British Guiana was 
firmly re-established.

What investor at the present time if he had a choice 
between investing in British Guiana and other countries 
of the world would choose British Guiana ?

People would judge British Guiana not only by what 
they read in the Press, but also on the actual results and 
experience of existing business concerns in the colony; 
thus Bookers might be regarded as a barometer showing 
a favourable or unfavourable climate for business and 
pointing the way to potential investment.

A great deal of nonsense, said Mr. Campbell, was 
talked about profits. He pointed out that the dividends 
paid by Bookers to their shareholders, and resulting 
from Bookers’ activities all over the world and not only 
in British Guiana, if distributed among the people of 
British Guiana every year, would just about buy them 
a bottle of rum each ; and if distributed among the 
sugar workers on Bookers’ estates would onlv result 
in a wages increase of the order of 5 per cent. Without 
dividends there could be no shareholders’ money an} 
more than there could be work without wages. Without 
shareholders money there could be no business activity 
and no new development.
_ ^-e thought it would be well for the people of British 
Guiana to realize that by helping and supporting and 
encouraging business activity they helped themselves 
tar more than anyone else.

Mr. Campbell added that he knew of no other counts 
w ere capital and skills, and the good government 
necessary to foster them, were so essential as in British 

uiana owing to the artificial man-made environment 
2r . most part below sea level in which the main liie 

ot the colony existed. Great capital and skills had been
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required to bring the land into cultivation, great capital 
and skills were required to maintain it. In other 
parts of the world life could go on on a happy-go-lucky 
basis with no external capital and little or no govern­
ment, but in British Guiana without capital and good 
government there could be no life for the people.

Asked whether Bookers intended to invest money in 
new development projects in British Guiana, Mr. 
Campbell replied that in the past Bookers had taken it 
for granted that what was good for British Guiana was 
good for Bookers and that British Guiana’s lot was 
indivisible from Bookers’ ; but, he confessed, recent 
events in the colony had led his colleagues and himself 
to consider whether they should not pause for the time 
being before continuing their established policy of 
investing new money in British Guiana whenever 
opportunity offered. The directors of Bookers owed a 
responsibility to their shareholders and their staff— 
the fulfilment of which was gravely imperilled by the 
slightest possibility of a repetition of the uncompromising 
threats to turn the British out of the colony which 
had been made by the members of the late Government. 
In fact the question which he and his colleagues had 
been forced to ask themselves was not whether new 
money should be invested in the colony, but whether 
or not the existing investments should be maintained.

Commenting on the recent visit to Uganda of Dr. 
Harry Evans, a director of Bookers Sugar Estates, to 
investigate whether sugar could be grown there, Mr. 
Campbell said that Bookers had a large and loyal staff 
of specialists in the growing and producing of sugar. 
To those men, as to the whole of Bookers’ staff, the 
board in London felt a deep responsibility. It was to 
safeguard their employment as well as the interests of 
shareholders that the investigation had been undertaken.

The Provision of Scholarships

Asked whether Bookers had any particular measures 
in mind at the present time, apart from the recent 
programme of sugar estates’ rehousing, to afford the 
people of the colony a greater sense of identity with 
Bookers, Mr. Campbell said that he had for some time 
been considering ways and means of making Bookers’ 
shares much more easily available to people in the 
colony. There were great technical difficulties in the 
problem, but he believed that they could be overcome. 
He was also anxious to develop the policy, which was 
already in being, of granting scholarships to broaden 
education. In fact Bookers looked forward to employ­
ing more and more Guianese in specialists’ jobs as soon 
as they were available.

In conclusion, Mr. Campbell said that for 200 years 
Bookers in some shape or form had been playing their 
part in the life of British Guiana. They intended to try 
to continue to do so, however great the difficulties, as 
long as they could serve their shareholders, staff, labour 
and the people of the colony.

{Continued, from next column) 
International Sugar Agreement.

Copies of the Year Book are obtainable from the 
secretary, International Sugar Council, 140, Park Lane, 
London, W.l, price 7s. 6d. each post free.

South African Sugar Exports

^he last issue for 1953 of South African Survey, the 
publication issued twice monthly by the Director of 

Information at South Africa House in London, reported 
the resumption of exports of sugar from South Africa 
after a lapse of two-and-a-half years.

Since the lifting of the system of cane quotas for 
sugar growers in 1947, the acreage under sugar cane has 
been increased from 350,000 to over 500,000. Con­
sumption of sugar within the Union rose from 441,000 
tons in 1946-47 to over 602,000 tons in 1950-51. This 
increase in consumption, and drought conditions in the 
three years 1949-52, have kept sugar exports down, but 
a heavy tonnage of cane was reaped in 1953, and output 
was likely to exceed 725,000 tons.

It has been estimated that by 1960 domestic con­
sumption of sugar may total 800,000 tons per annum, 
but as the industry is aiming at a production of 1,000,000 
tons by that year, South Africa hopes to be in a position 
to fulfil its export obligations (200,000 long tons) under 
the International Sugar Agreement.

B.W.L Sugar Production

Below are given particulars of 1952 and 1953 pro­
duction, and estimates of 1954 production and local 
consumption in 1953 and 1954, for the sugar-producing 
territories which are members of the British West Indies 
Sugar Association.

Crop Results and Forecasts 
(long tons of sugar)

f Production figures include Fancy Molasses at 330 wine gallons/ton of sugar. 
* 4,000 shipped in 1953.

Antigua 
Barbados! • •• 
British Guiana 
Jamaica
St. Kitts .................
St. Lucia ... 
Trinidad

Production
Local and 

Neighbouring 
Consumption

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871
50,613
9,203 

137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
240,176 
330,237

51,579
10,392

152,618

Estimate 
1954 

13,000 
180,000 
252,630 
362,375* 

50,000 
7,650 

165,000

Estimate 
1953 
2,746 

13,489 
16,600 
60,920 
3,500 
1,668 

23,030

Estimate 
1954 
2,000 

12,000 
16,600 
47,000 
3,500 
1,650 

23,000

907,866 977,744 1,030,655 121,953 105,750

Pocket Sugar Year Book

Each year, in her introduction to the Pocket Sugar 
Year Book, the secretary of the International Sugar 
Council extends a welcome to suggestions for its improve­
ment, but both in format and in content it seems to be 
exactly what is wanted, in so far as the necessary 
information is available, and the only changes during 
the past few years have been the filling of gaps as the 
release of statistics has made this possible.

In the 1953 edition, which is now available, there 
are additional tables relating to Taiwan, and a table 
of exports by destinations from Yugoslavia has been 
included. At the end of the book is a table showing 
the free market quotas for 1954 as laid down m the 195^ 

{Continued at foot of preceding column)
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Public Service Jamaica Taxation Inquiry

T^he recent retirement of Mr. A. C. Panton, of the 
A Cayman Islands, is a reminder of the extent to which, 
in the smaller colonial territories, the welfare of the 
inhabitants, economic and social, is often dependent on 
the public spirit and devotion to duty of one man.

Beginning in 1915 as an elementary school teacher, 
Mr. Panton ended his official career on November 30th, 
1953, as Assistant Commissioner, Collector of Customs 
and Taxes, Postmaster, Assistant Treasurer and Receiver 
of Wrecks. During world war II, in addition to his 
substantive posts, he held the positions of Competent 
Authority and Security Officer, acting also for a period 
as Naval Representative and being responsible for the 
recruitment of seamen for the Merchant Navies and the 
Trinidad Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.

Needless to say, he had much to do with the initiation 
of development and welfare projects promoted in the 
Cayman Islands under the aegis of the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the British West Indies, 
and it is good to know that the benefit of his experience 
will still be available to the islanders during his retire­
ment.

Exhibition of Cricket Books

An exhibition of about 150 books on cricket published 
between 1833 and 1953 was sent recently to the West 
Indies by the British Council. The books were shown 
in Trinidad towards the end of February and the 
beginning of March and they will now be displayed in 
Barbados, the Windward Islands and the Leeward 
Islands.

The books, most of which are currently published 
books on cricket history, cricketers and how to play 
cricket, have been selected in consultation with the 
M.C.C. Books no longer in print include The Young 
Cricketer s Tutor : comprising full directions for playing 
the elegant and manly game of cricket published in 1833, 
Felix on the Bat being a scientific inquiry into the use of 
the Cricket Bat together with the History and use of the 
Catapulta published in 1850, and books on cricket by 
W. G. Grace and Ranjitsinhji.

The exhibition is accompanied by a replica of the urn 
containing the Ashes lent by the M.C.C.

The British Council are also showing in the West 
Indies an exhibition of about 50 photographs and colour 
prints on the history of cricket.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
January production of crude oil and casing-head 
gasoline amounted to 264,605 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for five weeks ended February 1st was 539,093 
Darrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for January was 282,418 barrels

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of January 
from own fields onl^

Survey by Professor and Mrs. Hicks 
rpHE following announcement was made in Jamaica 
A on February 19th :—

“ Following acceptance of the main recommendations 
set out in the report of the International Bank Mission 
as a framework within which Government action for 
economic development should be planned and earned 
out in the next decade, the Government of Jamaica is 
urgently considering ways and means of financing 
the proposed development programme, and practical 
steps necessary to carry it out.

“ The success of such a bold and progressive 
programme will depend largely on Jamaica’s ability 
to finance a substantial part of the programme out of its 
own resources. Steps must therefore be taken to ensure 
that the revenue will increase with the national income, 
and that the most efficient use is made of the sources of 
revenue upon which the Government can draw.

“ The first step is to review the incidence and sources 
of taxation. To this end, with the assistance of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Government 
of Jamaica has secured the services of Professor I. R. 
Hicks and Mrs. Hicks to undertake a survey with the 
following terms of reference :—

To report on the existing system of Government finance 
in Jamaica having regard to :—

(a) Social and economic conditions, and
(6) existing Government policy,

and to make such recommendations as may be necessary to 
enable the Government of Jamaica to make the most efficient 
use of the sources of revenue upon which it can draw.
“ These terms are wide, as it is desirable that enquiries 

should be of a general nature, and that a report should 
provide a full review of Jamaica’s existing fiscal system, 
and a guide to the lines on which any necessary reform 
could be undertaken.”

Both left London by air for Jamaica on March 1st.
Professor Hicks has been Drummond Professor of Political 

Economy in the University of Oxford since 1952 ; he is the author 
of several standard works on economics including public finance. 
He has already had experience of colonial finance, having beeD 
a member of the Revenue Allocation Commission of Nigeria 
in 1950. He is at present a member of the United Kingdom 
Royal Commission on the Taxation of Income and Profits, in 
the first report of which (issued a year ago) the relations between 
British taxation and pioneer industry concessions overseas were 
considered.

Mrs. Hicks is an economist who has specialized in problems of 
public finance, including the finance of local government, on 
which subjects she has written several books. She is the 
university lecturer in Public Finance in Oxford University.

Sweet Peas

Tests made in America are stated to have shown 
that 70 people in every 100 prefer peas cooked with 
sugar added. There was also a preference for sweetened 
C0EL t°matoes were preferred unsweetened.

this news brings to mind the words of a former 
American President :—

I eat my peas with honey ;
I’ve done it all my life.
It makes the peas taste funny, 
But keeps them on the knife.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“^HEN hand full, him hab plenty company.”

* * *
The Financial Tinies in its issue of March 2nd devotes 

a special article to the Windward and Leeward Islands.
♦ * *

The population of Jamaica at December 31st, 1953, 
was estimated at 1,503,047.

* * *
Mr. E. V. Williams, O.B.E., Director of Public Works, 

British Honduras, is to succeed Mr. W. Y. Feurtado as 
Director of Public Works, Jamaica.

* * *
The Governor of Jamaica, Sir Hugh Foot, accompanied 

by Ladv Foot, recently visited Haiti on the invitation 
of the Haitian Government on the occasion of the recent 
national celebrations.

* * *
Lieut.-Colonel A. Lovelace, the newly appointed 

Administrator of Antigua, was among recent callers at 
the West India Committee Rooms. Other visitors 
included Mr. Simon Bloomberg, Mr. W. Gordon Gordon 
and Mr. A. Williams, Assistant Financial Secretary of 
Nigeria who has been appointed Financial Secretary of 
Jamaica. * *

Mrs. Harriet Holle, of Brown’s Town, Jamaica, 
was 100 years old on February 22nd. Mrs. Holle 
received the following telegram sent from Buckingham 
Palace by the Queen’s private secretary: 1 have 
received the Queen’s commands to send you Her 
Majesty’s warm congratulations and good wishes on 
the celebration of your one hundredth birthday.

* * *
The first shipment of grapefruit from Trinidad this 

season arrived in London in the s.s. Baarn on February 
10th. The shipment met rather a poor market owing 
to the heavy arrivals of fruit from other sources,• 
to the inclement weather. Subsequently e .

obtained for the secondimproved and better prices were 
shipment which arrived on the 24th.

**
F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd the chain stores 

undertaking, will shortly open a branch i J 
The firm’s managing director, Mr. William J.
is at present in Jamaica and it is reported 
negotiating for the purchase of premises i Woop 
shopping centre of Kingston. This will be 
worth’s first branch overseas.

Mr. S. R. Mence, of Mence & Moore^ dwxtered 
architects, left London by air on March Is fr  ̂
where he will relieve his partner, Mr- A- Bad y d 
who is coming to England for a spell of.wellIdese 
leave. Mr. Mence travelled via Canada where 

proposed to spend eight days on in the
ceeding to Trinidad. He is due back in g 
early part of June.

Mr. S. J. Marriott, who has been appointed Com­
missioner of Income Tax and Death Duties, Barbados, 
has for the past eight years been H.M. Inspector of 
Taxes for the Hinckley district of Leicestershire. He 
entered the Inland Revenue Department in 1919, after 
active service in the Army, and has served in London 
and various districts in the Provinces. Accompanied 
by Mrs. Marriott he left Avonmouth in the s.s. Cavina 
on February 16th.

* * *
It was announced from Lord’s on March 9th that the 

board of control have appointed Mr. H. S. Altham as 
the new chairman of the selection committee, for the 
forthcoming Tests against Pakistan this summer. The 
other members are Mr. L. E. G. Ames, Mr. R. W. V. 
Robins and Mr. N. W. D. Yardley. On the same day 
the advisory committee stated that in future overseas 
players, before they can play for English counties, must 
have a qualification of three years instead of two. It 
was also announced that the new ball is once again to 
be taken after 200 runs, instead of after 65 overs as at 
present. * *

Mr. A. Clayton Smith, senior resident partner in 
Trinidad of Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Graham & Co., chartered 
accountants, recently retired from active practice, but 
will still be available for consultations or advice. His 
many friends, not only in the colony but throughout 
the West Indies, will wish him many long years m which 
to enjoy his well-earned retirement. Mr. Clayton 
Smith, in spite of a busy practice and several director­
ships finds time to act as hon. treasurer of several local 
charities and institutions and his advice is always at the 
service of any good cause. He served throughout 
the first world war and was awarded the Military Cross 
and mentioned in dispatches. He was for many years 
one of the best golfers in Trinidad and won several

Blindness in British Caribbean

Mr. John Wilson’s Tour

Mr. John Wilson, the blind director of the British 
Empire Society for the Blind, left the United

Kingdom by air on January 21st accompanied by Mrs. 
Wilson, to make a tour of the West Indies.

During his trip he hopes to visit Antigua, Barbados, 
the Bahamas, British Guiana, Jamaica St Kitts an 
Trinidad and will gather information about the extent 
Ind caused" of blindness in the British Caribbean, com- 
ffiete arrangements for the establishment of the society s 
regional office there, and take advice on the extent to 
which the society might help in the development of 
inter-territorial co-operation in work for the blind

Returning to the United Kingdom via the United 
Stedesand Canada, where he will consult with officers 
r the American Foundation for the Blind and the 

Canadian National Institute for the Blind Mr. Wilson- 
expects to be back at headquarters early in May.
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The M.C.C. Tour

West Indies Still Lead in Tests
t> y the narrow margin of one wicket, the touring 

team snatched a victory from Barbados in their 
five-day match in the colony from January 29th— 
February 3rd. The scores were :—

BARBADOS
Second Innings

... 25 runout
I lbw, b Lock ...

25 c Compton, b Lock ...
... 17 b Lock ................
... 46 b Laker
... 151 b Lock

8 lbw, b Laker ...
15 c Graveney, b Lock

... 44 notout

... 16 c Moss, b Laker

... 22 c Suttle, b Laker

... 19 Extras (b 9, nb 1)

... 389 Total

First Innings 
C. Smith, c and b Lock ... 
N. Lucas, c Spooner, b Moss 
C. Walcott, c Graveney, b Laker 
E. Weekes, b Lock ................ 
G. Sobers, st Spooner, b Compton 
D. Atkinson, b Moss ................ 
J. D. Goddard, b Lock ... 
E. Griffith, c Trueman, b Moss 
C. Depeiza, not out 
E. L. Hoad, b Trueman 
C. Mullins, lbw, b Lock ...

Extras .............................

Total

22 
28

0 
47 
27

1
5

11
16
11

1
10

179
BOWLING—First Innings : Trueman, 28—9—63—1 ; Moss, 22—8—56—3 ; 

Lock, 52.3—20—119—4; Laker, 40—7—101—1; Compton, 9—1—31—1.
Second Innings : Lock, 21—9—57—5 ; Trueman, 12—3—45—0 ; Moss, 

4—1—14—0 ; Laker, 13.4—2—47—4 ; Compton, 1—0—6—0.

M.C.C.
Second Innings

... 53 lbw, b Goddard . 24

... 96 c Walcott, b Goddard . 62

... 57 c Depeiza, b Goddard . 0

... 17 lbw, b Goddard . 22

... 41 lbw, b Mullins . 15
3 c and b Atkinson . 28

15 c Lucas, b Goddard 0
... 59 b Atkinson 3

4 b Sobers . 18
... 16 not out 0

1 not out 9
... 11 Extras (b 11, lb 3, w 1).. . 15

... 373 Total (for 9 wkts.).. . 196

First Innings 
Watson, c and b Hoad ... 
Suttle, b Atkinson
P. B. H. May, run out................ 
Graveney, b Goddard
Compton, c Depeiza, b Walcott 
Spooner, c Atkinson, b Walcott 
Laker, b Walcott...
Hutton, not out.............................
Lock, lbw, b Sobers
Moss, c Smith, b Atkinson 
Trueman, b Walcott

Extras .............................

Total .............................
BOWLING—First Innings : Mullins, 19—2—54—0 ; Griffith, 7—2—14—0 • 

Atkinson, 35—15—72—2 ; Sobers, 34—6—103—1 ; Hoad, 10—0—54—1 ; 
Goddard, 10—5—23—1 ; Walcott, 18.3—8—42—4.

Second Innings : Mullins, 8—2—16—1 ; 
36.1—17—55—2 ; Goddard, 27—13—43—5 ; 
19—9—36—1.

Griffith, 3—0—8—0 ; Atkinson, 
Walcott, 12—6—23—0 ; Sobers,

Second Test Match
The second test match of the tour was held in Barbados 

from February 6th—12th, and resulted in another over­
whelming victory for the West Indies team. Having 
won the toss, the home team went in to bat first, and 
made 383 runs, largely due to the outstanding batting 
of C. L. Walcott, the Barbados all-rounder, who made 
220 runs, thereby beating his previous highest test 
score against England at Lord’s in 1950, when he made 
168. Heavy rain on the second day, which delayed the 
start by nearly an hour, left the wicket unaffected, but 
the M.C.C. only managed to make 53 for 2 wickets by 
the time more rain stopped any further play. At the 
close of the next day’s play, England were all out for 
181. J. B. Stollmeyer, the West Indies captain was 
once again faced with the problem of whether to’force 
the touring team to follow on. Deciding against that 
measure, he put his team in to bat a second time and 
declared at 292 for two. When England went in to 
bat again they had, by the end of the fifth day, brought 
some hope to their supporters, but after D. Compton 
had been caught out after a good fourth wicket stand 
W h J* the M.C.C. team experienced their
second collapse of the tour, their last six men making 
only nine runs between them. The innings closed with 
a total of 313, giving the West Indies a victory bv 
181 runs. J J

INDIES
Second Innings

11 c and b Statham ............... 166
0 run out ..............................28
0 not out ..............................76

. 220 not out .............................. 17

. 71
7

. 53
11

I
5
0
4 Extras (b 4, nb 1) ... 5

WEST
First Innings

J. K. Holt, c Graveney, b Bailey
J. B. Stollmeyer, run out
F. M. Worrell, b Statham
C. L. Walcott, st Evans, b Laker
B. Pairaudeau, c Hutton, b Laker
G. E. Gomez, lbw, b Statham ...
D. Atkinson, c Evans, b Laker
C. McWatt, lbw, b Lock
S. Ramadhin, b Statham
F. King, b Laker
A. L. Valentine, not out

Extras (lb 2, nb 2)

Total . 383 Total (2 wkts. dec.) 292

BOWLING—First Innings : Statham, 27—6—90—3 ; Bailey, 22—6—63—1 
Lock, 41—9—116—1 ; Laker, 30.1—6—81—4 ; Compton, 5—0—29—0.

Second Innings: Statham, 15—1—49—1 ; Bailey, 12—1—48—0; Laker» 
30—13—62—0; Lock, 33—7—100—0; Palmer, 5—1—15—0; Compton» 
1—0—13—0.

M.C.C.
First Innings

Hutton, c Ramadhin, b Valentine ... 72
Watson, st McWatt, b Ramadhin ... 6
P. B. H. May, c King, b. Ramadhin ... 7
Compton, c King, b Valentine ... 13
Graveney, c and b Ramadhin ... ... 15
C. H. Palmer, c Walcott, b Ramadhin 22 
T. E. Bailey, c McWatt, b Atkinson ... 28
Evans, b Gomez ... ... ... 10
Laker, c Gomez, b Atkinson ... ... 1
Lock, not out ... ... ... ... 0
Statham, c Holt, b Valentine ... ... 3

Extras (b 2, lb 1, nb 1) ... ... 4

Total ...............................................181

Second Innings
c Worrell, b Ramadhin ... 77
c McWatt, b King ............... 0
c Walcott, b Gomez...............62
lbw, b Stollmeyer ..................93
not out .............................. 64
c Gomez, b Atkinson ... 0
c sub, b Stollmeyer.............. 4
b Ramadhin ...   5
lbw, b Ramadhin ............... 0
b King ... ............... 0
b Gomez ........................... 0

Extras (b 5, lb 2, w 1)... 8

Total ................ 313
BOWLING—First Innings: King, 14—6—28—0; Gomez, 13—8—10—1: 

Worrell, 9—2—21—0; Atkinson, 9—7—5—2; Ramadhin, 53—30—50—4; 
Valentine, 51.5—30—61—3 ; Stollmeyer, 1—0—2—0.

Second Innings : King, 18—5—56—2 ; Atkinson, 23—10—35—1 ; Ramadhin. 
37—17—71—3; Valentine, 39—18—87—0; Gomez, 13.4—3—28—2; Walcott, 
2—0—4—0 ; Worrell, 1—0—10—0 ; Stollmeyer, 6—1—14—2.

British Guiana Follow On
The England team forced British Guiana to follow on 

in the match which began on February 17th. On the 
fourth day of this five-day match, the home team were 
beaten by an innings and 98 runs.

M.C.C.—First Innings 
Watson, c Dwyer, b Hector 
Hutton, c G. Gibbs, b Hector 
P. B. H. May, c Gibbons, b Hector 
Compton, b L. Gibbs 
Graveney, c Christiani, b L. Gibbs 
Suttle, run out 
Spooner, not out ./
Wardle, c Christiani, b G. Gibbs " 
Lock, b G. Gibbs .................
Moss, c Camacho, b G. Gibbs 
Trueman, c. Seaforth, b G. Gibbs 

Extras ...

Total
’B<SS~HTect  ̂ Camacho, 12

’ e V 4 *—9~126—2 ; Basdeo, 5
-0—22—0 ; G. Gibbs, 32.1—2—122—4 ; Christiani 6-

607
52—0 ; Seaforth,
32—0 ; Thomas,

BRITISH
/- hirst Minings
G. Gibbs, c Graveney, b Moss
A. Gibbons, b Wardle ...
G. Camacho, c Graveney, b Wardle
r' M\w?!tian1’ 2 Truemar», b Wardle 
C. McWatt, c and b Wardle
N. Thomas, run out
H. Dyer, run out '" .................

GUIANA

34
38 
24
75
29
26

5
13

R. Hector, b Lock
L. Gibbs, b Wardle
S. Seaforth, b Wardle 
Basdeo, not out

Extras (b 8, lb 7)

Total

2
0

15

Second Innings 
b Moss...
b Wardle ................
c Trueman, b Lock ...
c Compton, b Trueman 
c Graveney, b Wardle 
lbw, b Wardle
c Trueman, b Compton 
c Compton, b Trueman 
not out ................
b Moss...
c. Graveney, b Moss 

Extras .......

29
38
82

30

14

... 262 Total 247 

Wardle, 39-
ardl^^n^LÌ?^ Trueman, 12—3—34—0; Moss, 17—3-25- 

aie, 39 17—77—6; Lock, 28.5-11-55-1 ; Compton, 18-5-59-0.

6-
"•J , 
Gravenej.

Third Test Match
TaT/1^ k’C' team won the third of the series of hve 
UW eS tour> after losing the first two to the 

c TJle match took P^ce at Georgetown- 
tish Guiana, from February 24th—March 2nd, and
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the M.C.C. won by nine wickets.
The touring team batted first, Hutton having won the 

toss for the first time after seven successive losses, and 
although their batting on the first day was slow and 
uncertain, the score at close of play being 153 for 2, by 
the end of the second day they had advanced their total 
to 401 for 8. On the third day, England’s innings closed 
for 435. With the sky threatening more rain (there had 
been some drizzle in the final stages of England’s innings) 
the West Indies’ batting began disastrously. By the 
lunch break they had lost 3 wickets for only 31 runs. 
Fortunately for them, the threatened rain fell heavily 
during the lunch break, and stopped the match for the 
rest of the day. Continuing their innings on the next 
day the home team brought their score to 241 for 9, but 
they still required 45 runs to avoid having to follow on. 
This they failed to do and early on the fifth day they 
began their second innings 184 runs behind. This began 
much more hopefully than the first. J. K. Holt, still 
suffering from an injury, which prevented him from 
opening the home team’s first innings, surprisingly came 
out to open the second, and he and J. B. Stollmeyer, the 
West Indies’ captain, soon built up a good partnership. 
By the close of play the score stood at 205 for 6. The 
last day, however, brought only another 51 runs to 
their final score, and England, in their second innings, 
needed only 73 runs for victory. They scored 75 for 
the loss of only one wicket, the game closing with W. 
Watson hitting E. Weekes for six.

M.C.C.
First Innings

Watson, b Ramadhin ... ... ... 12
Hutton, c Worrell, b Ramadhin ... 169
P. B. H. May, lbw, b Atkinson... ... 12
Compton, c Stollmeyer, b Atkinson ... 64 
Graveney, b Ramadhin ... ... - • • 6
Wardle, b Ramadhin ... ... ■■■ 38
T. E. Bailey, c Weekes, b Ramadhin 49 
Evans, lbw, b Atkinson ... ... 19
Laker, b Valentine ... ... 27
Lock, b Ramadhin ... ............... 13
Statham, not out............... ... - - • 1 °

Extras (b 20, nb 2) ... . • • 22

Total ......................................... 435

Second Innings 
not out ... ... ••• 27

b Atkinson ........................... 12

not out ............................... 33

Extras (b 3)   3

Total (1 wkt.) ... 75

Colonial Appointments
■Decent promotions, transfers and new appointments 

in the colonial service include the following :—
Bain, J. A. (Principal Officer, Secretariat, Trinidad), Com­

missioner of Industries and Commerce, Trinidad.
Bourne, Miss M. E. (Assistant Legal Draftsman, Barbados), 

Police Magistrate, Barbados.
Burra, J. A. (Assistant Conservator of Forests, Windward 

Islands), Assistant Conservator of Forests, Cyprus.
Chaplin, A. G. T. (Development Commissioner, British 

Honduras), Colonial Secretary, Bermuda.
Field, F. E. (Assistant Attorney General and Legal Drafts­

man, Barbados), Solicitor General, Barbados.
Garner, R. E. (Assistant Secretary, Secretariat, Trinidad), 

Deputy Accountant General, Trinidad.
Gunter, P. C. (Clerk of the Courts, Jamaica), Registrar of

Titles, Jamaica. . . , .
Leslie, W. S. (District Commissioner, British Honduras), 

Administrative Assistant, P.W.D., British Honduras.
Marley, A. H. (Mechanical Engineer, Railway Department, 

Trinidad), Assistant District Superintendent (Loco.), Railways 
Department, Nigeria.

O’Hare, Miss M. A. (Nursing Sister, Leeward Islands), 
Nursing Sister, Uganda. . .

Phillips, R. R. (Resident Magistrate, Jamaica), Fourth 
Puisne Judge, British Guiana.

Sabben, H. J. (Accountant, Customs, Port and Marine 
Department, Fiji), Collector of Customs and Harbourmaster, 
British Honduras. .

Sanguinetti, O. D. (Chief Accountant, P.W.D., Jamaica), 
Deputy Accountant General, Jamaica.

Stewart, J. W. (Administrative Officer, Gambia), Under 
Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Burke Miss M., Assistant Matron, Mental Hospital, Jamaica.
Clay, D., Veterinary Officer, Department of Agriculture, 

J^nTell, Miss M., Assistant Matron/Sister Tutor Barbados.

Griffith, G. H. C., Administrative Assistant (Cadet), Jamaica. 
Stell, G., Entomologist, Trinidad.

Bananas in the United Kingdom

BOWLING—First Innings : Ramadhin, 67—34—113—6;
-75—0; Worrell, '16—5—3.

Valentine, 44—
Atkinson,17—109—1 ; Gomez, 32-

58—27—78—3; Stollmeyer, 2—1—3—0 ; Walcott, 2—0—2—O.
Second Innings : Gomez, 5—1—15—0 ; Atkinson, Ramadhm,

4—0—7_ 0 • Walcott 2—0—6—0 ; Weekes, 2.1—0—8—0 ; Christiani, 1 0

WEST
First Innings

F. M. Worrell, c Evans, b Statham
J. B. Stollmeyer, b Statham
E. D. Weekes, b Lock ...
C. L. Walcott, b Statham
R. J. Christiani, c Watson, b Laker ..
G. E. Gomez, b Statham
D. Atkinson, c and b Lock
C. McWatt, run out ...............
J. K. Holt, not out
S. Ramadhin, b Laker ... ..............
A. L. Valentine, run out

Extras (b 8, lb 7, w 1)

INDIES

0
2

94
4

25
8
0

54 
48

0
0

16

Total ... 251

Second Innings
c Evans, b Statham ... 
c Compton, b Laker 
c Graveney, b Bailey 
lbw, b Laker............... 
b Bailey ............... 
c Graveney, b Wardle
b Wardle .............  
not out 
b Lock 
b Statham
b Wardle .............

Extras (b 2, lb 4,I, nb 2)

Total

duwjliixu—rirst innings : oiamaiu, ~ ™ /_ „ y
Laker, 21—11—32—2; Wardle, 22—5—59—0; Compton, 3 1

Second Innings : Statham, 22- 
25—11—41—1 ; Laker, 36—18—

2 
44
38 
26

35
18
9

64

0
8

... 256

-2- Bailey, 22—9—41—2; Lock; 
Wardle, 12.3—4—24—3.

The subscription for Membership of the ^st Jndw 
Committee, which is payable on election, is £1 10s. per 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms, etc. n 
the case of individuals elected on or after July s y 
initial subscription is 15s. and in that of firms ¿2 1 s. 
Subscriptions are renewable on January Is/.

Imports Show Large Increase
Tmports of bananas into the United Kingdom during 

December amounted to 599,922 cwt., bringing the 
total for 1953 to 5,220,039 cwt. This compares with 
3 334 158 cwt. in 1952 and 3,270,397 cwt. in 19pl.

As ’will be seen from the table below, Jamaica was 
very largely responsible for last year’s sudden increase 
in supplies, and this reflects the recovery of the colony 
from Hie hurricane of August, 1951, when about 90 per
cent, of her bananas were destroyed.

cwt.
Jamaica
Nigeria
Dominica and St. Lucia
British Honduras
Other Commonwealth Countries
Canary Islands
Brazil ... ••• •••
Other Foreign Countries

1951
863,707

1,313,668
90,348
3,367
9,502 

547,687 
420,700

21,418 3

1952 1953
1,151,330 2,358,668
1,467,494 1,699,928

169,136 310,083
42,913 5,264

7,035 16,722
496,247 283,594

464,387
81,393

Total
3,270,397 3,334,158 5,220,039

Compared with 1938 when banana imports amounted 
to approximately 6,100,000 cwt., the United Kingdom 
consumption in 1953 was about 86 per cent of that 
in the pre-war year. The proportion of bananas of 
Commonwealth origin to total imports in 1953 was 
84 per cent against 79 per cent m 1938.
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Family Life in Jamaica
Dr. Henriques’s New Study

TIr. Fernando Henriques, who is a Doctor of 
Philosophy of Oxford University and Lecturer in 

Social Anthropology in the University of Leeds, has 
now written an important volume which is largely 
concerned with a subject normally not much discussed 
in the West Indies—the problem of colour.*

As a Carnegie Research Fellow he was able to spend 
several months in Jamaica in 1946 and this serious 
study is the result of his investigations. Since the 
whole population of over a million represented too large 
a field, he concentrated on one parish, choosing for his 
purpose Portland in the north-east comer of the island.

The author explains that his having been bom in 
Jamaica and his being himself slightly coloured were 
of enormous advantage, since the people he interrogated 
were not as a rule afraid to discuss questions openly 
with him as they would have been with a purely white 
and alien investigator. He relates that his brother, 
a well-known Resident Magistrate, because of his dark 
colouring and European features was always called the 
“ Coolie Judge,” as though he had been an East Indian.

After an interesting and well-written social history 
of Jamaica, the author comes to the contemporary 
colour-class system. He claims that one of the main 
features of Jamaican society is the “white bias”; 
many forms of employment being easier to obtain by 
fair coloured people, everyone wants to be as fair as 
possible, or by mating with someone less dark to have a 
fairer progeny. “ A fair man who married a black 
woman mins his social career.” At the same time there 
is in the island, unlike the United States, no legal 
discrimination whatever against the black man.

On the subject of family life in Jamaica Dr. Henriques 
has some interesting comments to offer. While the 
present rate of illegitimacy—71 per cent.—is the highest 
m the West Indies and indeed in the world, this is not 

aS as sounds, since the figure includes 
children bom of concubinage or “ common-law 
marriage, so that in fact about 70 per cent, of all 
children are bom to women living in some form of 
permanent union. There is no social stigma or moral 
sanction attached to “ living in sin ” or being “ bom in

It is not that there is any rooted antipathy to marriage. 
Seventy-five per cent, of women interviewed at a pre­
natal clinic wished to get married, but their men 
objected, being often afraid of the woman’s ceasing to 
work and demanding a servant. Another factor 
mutating against marriage is its expense, since most 
of the black people will not believe that a wedding 
without costly food and drink, cars and musicians is a 
proper marriage at all.

In a lower class family the children are almost entirelv 
the concern of the mother and the father plays quite a 
mmor role. In one case a father was found not to know 
even the names of his twelve children. “ The choice

^Family and Colour in Jamaica. Bv Fernando 

West India ComXe¿í9s. ” P°St 

of a name for the child allows the Jamaican imagmation 
full play.” The older generation was content with the 
more obscure names in the Old Testament, but today 
current names from the newspapers and the cinema 
are adapted. “ Icilda ” (a face cream) is one of the 
most popular names for a girl, while one child was 
called “ Wray and Nephew,” the name of a well-known 
spirit firm.

Although Dr. Henriques spent such a short time in 
the island, he has evidently made a very deep study of 
his subject. It is only possible in this short notice to 
scratch the surface of the mass of information he has to 
impart in this book, which is long likely to remain a 
standard work.

G. N. K.

University College

Social and Economic Research
JJeference was made in the December issue of the 

Circular (page 328) to Social and Economic Studies, 
the publication now issued by the Institute of Social 
and Economic Research of the University College of the 
West Indies.

Further issues which are now available comprise 
Volume 1, Nos. 3 and 4 and Volume 2, Nos. 1, 2 and 3. 
Volume 1, No. 3 contains a study of the national income 
and national accounts of Barbados, Antigua, St. 
Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla, Dominica, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent and Grenada by Nora M. Siffleet, and an 
article on incentives to private investment as an aspect 
of development programmes by A. F. Earle.

In Volume 1, No. 4, K. H. Straw analyses preliminary7 
results of a survey of income and consumption patterns 
in Barbados households, another paper contributed 
anonymously deals with currency and banking in 
Jamaica, M. G. Smith discusses social structure in the 
British Caribbean about 1820, and Edith Clarke examines 
land tenure and the family in four selected communities 
in Jamaica.

Volume 2, No. 1 contains two papers: a survey 
of industrial training methods and techniques as 
practised at 25 industrial establishments in Kingston, 
Jamaica, by Ella Campbell, and a study of the system 
of beliefs of the Carib-speaking Akawaio of British 
Guiana by Audrey J. Butt. Nos. 2 and 3 form a 
combined issue, and contain a lengthy contribution on 
social stratification in Trinidad by Lloyd Braithwaite, 
and an analysis of the motherhood tables of the 1946 
census of the West Indies, by G. W. Roberts.

British Honduras Constitution

• A Constltuti°n for British Honduras, set out 
m tt Publlshed in Belize on March 7th, is reported 
m the united Kingdom Press to provide for the election 
o nme members to a Legislative Assembly in April- 

ere will be six other members, three official and three 
nominated and a Speaker nominated by the Governor 
will preside. It is hoped to publish full particulars 
m the next issue of the Circular.
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The Homeward Mail
-------------4-------------

ANTIGUA

CiRICKET and Tennis. Miss Helen Goodwin, in a 
4 letter from St. John’s dated February 23rd, states :

“ The visit of the M.C.C. was a great success in 
every way. Enjoyable cricket in a happy atmosphere 
has done much to stimulate interest. Antigua claims a 
kinship with Len Hutton, who is a relative of the Rev. 
A. B. Hutton, for many years a Moravian Minister in 
this island.

“ Tennis enthusiasts, too, have had their day. The 
Davis Cup and Whiteman Cup players, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tony Mottram, Miss Fletcher and Mr. Hannan, while 
visiting the West Indies gave exhibition matches at 
the Antigua Lawn Tennis Club, and large crowds 
gathered to see them play.

Naval Visit. “ H.M.S. Sheffield was in St. John’s 
Harbour for a few days, but had to cut its visit short 
owing to rough seas. We were particularly sorry 
about this as the secretary to the Admiral was Com­
mander A. J. Petrie Hay, whose father was for many 
years one of the directors of G. W. Bennet Bryson 
& Co., Ltd.

“ Visiting Antigua are Mr. and Mrs. R. Bliss and 
their two sons. Mrs. Bliss was formerly Miss Joan 
Foote.

Obituary. “ I regret to announce the death on 
February 12th of Mrs. Mary Scott Johnston, widow of 
Mr. Noel Scott Johnston, formerly a director of G. W. 
Bennet Bryson & Co., Ltd. Mrs. Scott Johnston had 
for the last few years been living with her daughter, 
Mrs. R. K. Gonsalves, in Barbados. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gonsalves and Mrs. Scott Johnston visited Antigua 
in January, and shortly after their return to Barbados 
Mrs. Scott Johnston, whose health was very frail, 
became very ill and died. We all realize how much she 
loved Antigua and were glad that she was well enough to 
enjoy her visit with us.”

BAHAMAS
Governor Opens New Resort. Writing from 

Nassau on February 22nd, our correspondent, Mr. 
Cleveland H. Reeves, states: “Earl Ranfurley, 
Governor of the Bahamas, officially opened Andros 
Town, the Bahamas’ newest tourist resort, on February 
20th. This settlement, known as Fresh Creek, which 
was little more than a fishing village up to a year or two 
ago, has now become a fashionable resort and winter 
playground for wealthy tourists.

Police Force. “ The Government has sent a message 
to the House of Assembly drawing the House’s attention 
to the need for strengthening the police force an 
recommends that the force be increased by 23 constables 
and one commissioned officer. The matter was re erre 
to the Finance Committee. A message to t e oc 
Assembly now sitting relative to the appointmen o 

junior magistrate for Nassau has been referred by the 
Speaker to the Finance Committee of the House.

Governor Presents Medals. “ His Excellency 
presented long service medals to the following members 
of the police force to-day : Sgt. Delray Armbrister, 
Sgt. Garnet Hames Levarity and Corporal Eric Edward 
Tynes. The medals were presented at a special parade 
held at the police barracks, East Street.

Visit of Pan American Airways President. “ Mr. 
Juan Trippe, president of Pan American Airways, who 
arrived in Nassau two days ago, predicted in a Press 
interview that within a few months a decision may be 
forthcoming for a Pan-American New York-Nassau 
flight, and within four years he believes his company 
will have jet travel in this hemisphere.

New Shipping Line. “ Three Bays Corporation 
Ltd., of the Bahamas, now has among its many interests 
a shipping line—the Three Bays Line—with regular 
shipping schedules to ports as far south as Esmeraldas, 
Ecuador and the South American Pacific coast line. This 
new line will operate out of municipal pier No. 3 Miami, 
Florida. The company hopes that Bahamian merchants 
with merchandise consigned to ports within the run will 
utilize this new cargo service.

New Yachts for Sailing Club. “It is reported 
that the Royal Nassau Sailing Club has placed orders in 
Denmark for six ‘Snipe’ racers for their club. These 
new racers will compete with boats of their class in 
Florida, Jamaica, Cuba and other places.

Bahamas Fair. “ The first Bahamas Fair will 
be officially opened at 3 p.m. today by the Governor. 
Large consignments of fruit, vegetables, wood work, 
straw work, live stock, etc., will be on sale. Mr. H. M. 
Taylor, chairman of Fair Committee, deserves great 
credit for his untiring efforts to make the fair a success.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Development Plan. Our correspondent, in a news­

letter from Georgetown dated February 22nd, states : 
“ The Governor returned on January 31st from his 
consultations with the Colonial Office, and a week later 
announced on Radio Demerara the arrangements 
which had been made to enlarge and accelerate the 
World Bank’s Five-Year Plan for the colony’s develop­
ment His Excellency outlined a $44,000,000 two-year 
development plan to be started at once, which includes 
the spending of roughly $11,000,000 for agricultural 
development, nearly $10,000,000 for housing, over 
SI 000 000 for improvement of health and other social 
welfare services, $548,000 for more primary schools, 
and other large sums for ports and shipping, sea defences, 
roads and postal and telecommunications. His 
Excellency asked the inhabitants of the colony for their 
co-operation in the carrying out of this development.

Of the $44,000,000, roughly $21,000,000 will be a 
free grant from Her Majesty’s Government, $2,500,000
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will be taken from general revenue balance, and nearly 
$4,000,000 is from unspent loan balances ; the other 
$16,500,000 will be lent by Her Majesty’s Government 
until a British Guiana loan can be floated. His 
Excellency is personally touring the country districts 
and explaining the development plan to the people, 
and is being received with enthusiasm everywhere.

“ Although public reaction to the Governor’s 
announcement has been on the whole very favourable, 
and the people are grateful for the help given by the 
Home Government, many responsible citizens are 
doubtful whether so much can be done in only two years, 
and feel that it was unwise practically to promise so 
much achievement in such a short time, since any 
serious falling short will probably discredit the Govern­
ment and create discontent; and many people think 
that it would have been better for the Government to 
promise less, while keeping the possibilities ‘ up their 
sleeve.’ The newly-returned People’s Progressive Party 
leaders, Dr. Jagan and 
Mr. Bumham, call the 
development plan 
‘ national bribery;’ but 
at the same time the 
P.P.P. are trying to 
claim credit for forcing 
the Government to 
develop the country.

Credit Corpora­
tion. “ Dr. Norman 
Duthie, chairman- 
designate of the pro­
posed Credit Corpora­
tion of British 
Guiana, has arrived 
in the colony, and it 
is hoped that the 
corporation will be 
organized shortly. It 
will give loans for the 
expansion of the old 
enterprises or the 
starting of new ones 
to any person who can 
satisfy the corporation 
that the enterprise is sound and will benefit the colony.

Legislative Council. “ The new Legislature is 
debating the 1954 Budget in dignified and sensible 
meetings which are a contrast to the unproductive 
soap-box bellowings and posturings of the previous 
Government.

New Political Party. “A new party calling itself 
the Guiana Labour Party, has been formed. It says 
that its policy is purely of a ‘ working class ’ nature and 
pledges itself to the cause of alleviating and ultimately 
solving the colony’s unemployment and other labour 
problems.

“ Public reaction has been cautious—most people 
have suspended judgment on the new party until its 
quality becomes clearer. The secretary of the party is 
Mr. C. A. Carter, who is also secretary of the British 
Guiana Mine Workers’ Union.

P.P.P. Pantomime. “ The secretary of the P.P.P. 
issued an appeal to the people to boycott a certain 

Sir Alfred Savage opens the new sawmill of British
Guiana Timbers Ltd. Photo by Daily Argosy

forthcoming issue of the Daily Argosy. The appeal was 
most successful—for the Argosy, which sold more papers 
than ever that day. The public are still wondering 
why the boycott was called for—there was no special 
attack on the P.P.P. in that number of the paper.

Sugar. “ The spring crop has started on many 
estates, but is not yet in full swing. Last year s P.P.P.- 
inspired strikes have affected the yield, as they stopped 
irrigation during the long dry spell last Autumn and in 
some cases upset the crop schedule so that some fields 
are now over-age. However, autumn crop canes look 
promising. Much depends on whether labour will work 
steadily or will allow themselves to be incited to strikes 
or a ‘ slow-down ’ by the Communist element.

Timber. “ The new £600,000 saw mill of British 
Guiana Timbers, Ltd., the C.D.C.-backed company 
for which Steel Brothers, Ltd., are the agents, was 
formally opened by the Governor recently. This 

modem mill has a 
potential output of 
10,000,000 board feet 
a year. Sir John 
Tait, managing direc­
tor of Steel Bros., 
who is visiting the 
colony, said that the 
C.D.C. principals con­
sidered British Guiana 
Timbers one of their 
highly successful ven­
tures.

Drainage and Irri­
gation. “ The report 
of Mr. Gerald Lacey, 
expert adviser to the 
Colonial Office, on the 
colony’s drainage and 
irrigation problems, 
was recently released. 
Mr. Lacey recom­
mends that all drain­
age and irrigation
works should be con­
structed, owned, con­

trolled and maintained by the Government.

Gin Industry. “ Albion Distilleries, Ltd., a 
subsidiary of United Rum Merchants, Ltd., of London, 
have established on Pin. Uitvlugt, a sugar estate owned 
by Bookers Sugar Estates Ltd., a gin distillery in which 
they are producing for the local and West Indian markets 
a London dry gin which is becoming more and more 
popular, since it is of excellent quality.

Army Families. “ The wives and children of 
23 officers and men of the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders have arrived in the colony, a total of 47 
persons. They appear to be settling down happity 
and are certainly very welcome.

Goodwill Flight. “Fourteen jet aircraft of the 
v cC? Air Force touched down at Atkinson
irheld on their goodwill tour of Latin America. Three 

oi these aeroplanes flew over Georgetown.

Return of the Prodigals. " Dr. Cheddi Jagan and
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Mr. L. F. S. Bumham, P.P.P. leaders, have returned 
from their tour of the United Kingdom, India, Egypt 
and other countries. They were met by supporters 
at the airport and made the expected propaganda 
gestures. They declared the party’s intention to stick 
to the boycott of the Constitution Commission and to 
carry out a civil disobedience campaign, but so far 
they have been quiet.

U.K. Workers’ Visit. “Twenty young workers 
from the U.K., selected from industry and commerce, 
including four school-leaving students, are on a twelve­
day visit to the colony under the leadership of Mrs. 
Rena Datta, one of the organizers of the British Youth 
Travel Parties Fund, which is financing the tour.

Cricket. “ The M.C.C. team was heartily welcomed 
and the match with British Guiana drew crowds, and 
put the return of the P.P.P. leaders in the shade. In 
the first innings the M.C.C. knocked up the huge score of 
607; then the British Guiana team made a score of 
262; and in a follow-on innings the British Guiana team 
scored 247; so that the M.C.C. won by an innings and 
98 runs. British Guiana’s weakness is a lack of fast 
bowlers.

Visitors. “ Distinguished visitors have included : 
Mr. J. M. Campbell, chairman of Booker Bros. McConnell 
& Co., Ltd. ; Sir Frederick Seaford, a managing director 
of the same firm ; Mr. T. H. Naylor, chairman of the 
Demerara Co., Ltd. ; Mr. Philip Rogers, Assistant 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies ; Dr. W. W. 
Grave, principal of the University College of the West 
Indies, and the Hon. Philip Sherlock, the vice-principal; 
Sir Otto Lund, commissioner-in-chief of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade, and Sir Harold Mitchell, liaison 
officer of the Brigade in the West Indies ; Sir John 
Tait, managing director of Steel Brothers, Ltd. ; Mr. 
W. A. Laflin, of the United States Foreign Operations 
Administration ; Mr. Thomas Beale, of the U.S. State 
Department, and Mr. W. P. Maddox, U.S. Consul- 
General.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Fisheries. Our correspondent, writing from Belize 

on February 22nd, states : “ The Government has 
given a concession to enable a fish canning factory to be 
operated at the one-time cassava starch factory near 
Stann Creek. It is understood that the concessionaires 
expect to engage in tuna fishing in the deep waters 
outside the barrier reef and farthest banks. They 
propose to can for export and to make fish meal manure 
for local use.

Sugar Industry. “ A bill has been passed to 
establish funds for (#) the rehabilitation of the sugar 
industry, (6) the stabilization of the price of sugar 
exported from the colony, and (c) the welfare of workers 
in the sugar industry. The funds will be obtained 
from a levy of $11 per ton on sugar exported, lost, 
damaged or destroyed.

The Speaker. “ Mr. A. N. Wolffsohn, a former 
Colonial Secretary who has been appointed Speaker 
of the re-formed Legislative Council, is to proceed to 
Trinidad to study under the Speaker there. e 
Legislature of Trinidad most closely resembles that to 

be set up here. Mr. Wolffsohn is a native of British 
Honduras.

Progress. “ Mr. Philip Rogers, Assistant Under­
secretary of State, Colonial Office, in charge of Caribbean 
affairs, made a week’s tour of the colony during January. 
Comparing conditions with what they were on a visit 
eleven years ago, Mr. Rogers expressed himself as 
‘ impressed and delighted ’.”

GRENADA
Cocoa Rehabilitation Scheme. Our correspondent, 

Mr. E. R. Kent, writing from St. Andrew’s on February 
20th, states : “In the course of the Budget address 
to the Legislative Council the Administrator, Mr. W. 
McMillan, revealed that during the first 10 months of 
1953, 247 acres of clonal cocoa were planted, bringing 
the total acreage since the inception of the scheme to 
695 acres. Applications had been received for the 
equivalent of 557 acres for planting in 1954, but this 
was more than the three existing propagation stations 
could produce, and it was hoped that further C.D. and 
W. aid would be available to permit rapid expansion 
of the scheme in 1955. His Honour also revealed that 
some 34,000 bags (200 lb.) of cocoa had been exported 
during 1953 as compared with approximately 30,000 bags 
in 1952.

Telephones. “ On February 2nd the Administrator 
revealed that the Colonial Office had advised the raising 
of a public loan to finance the installation of the much 
needed new telephone system. The exact capital cost 
is not known, but it is likely to be in the vicinity of the 
£300,000 estimated by Mr. Harvey Smith and Colonel 
Bloodworth, who carried out a local survey on behalf 
of the Colonial Office and Cable & Wireless in 1950. 
The Government is of the opinion that efforts should 
be made to get Cable & Wireless to install and operate 
the new system on an agency basis. It is estimated 
that the new automatic system would take thirty 
months to install.

Agricultural Exhibition and Trade Fair. The 
Bi-annual Exhibition and Trade Fair was held at 
Tanteen, St. George’s, on January 27th and 28th, 
under the patronage of the Governor and Mrs. Betham 
Beetham. It was organized and run by the Grenada 
Agriculturists’ Union, which had accepted Sir Robert 
Arundeh’s challenge of 1952 to take over the responsi­
bility from the Department of Agriculture. Although 
the number of entries was not as large as m 1952 the 
quality of the exhibits was of a higher standard, that 
of the Department of Agriculture having been singled 
out for special praise. Exhibitors m the Trade Fair- 
displayed considerable initiative and industry in erecting 
attractive stalls and putting their goods on 
was unfortunate that unseasonable ram on both days 
made the Trade Fair grounds very muddy, and no doubt 
affected the attendance adversely. In spite of this, 
however, an estimated 6,000 people attended, and the 
consensus of opinion was that the show was an out­
standing success. The Governor rated it the best that 
he had seen in any colony during 25 years of service 
At the end of the second day there was a parade of 
animals after which His Excellency spoke, and Mrs. 
Betham Beetham presented cups and diplomas to 
winners in special classes. [See also page 59.]
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JAMAICA
By-Election in Hanover. Our correspondent, Mr. 

H. P. Jacobs, in a letter from Kingston dated February 
28th, writes : “ The by-election in Eastern Hanover on 
February 18th resulted in a victory for the People’s 
National Party, with 1,802 votes out of 6,738 : about 
half the electors voted. The candidate of the new 
Farmers’ Party polled 1,571 votes, and the National 
Labour Party (the P.N.P. leftist splinter party) polled 
1,384. There were two Independents ; and while one 
of them forfeited his deposit, the two together polled 
more votes than the winning candidate. This was the 
first time the F.P. had contested an election; the 
N.L.P. fought the Eastern Portland by-election last 
year.

“ The Jamaica Labour Party did not run a candidate. 
It now has 17 seats in the House of Representatives, 
while the P.N.P. has 14 and the N.L.P. one.

School Buildings. “ Government has decided to 
ask for a C.D. & W. grant of £200,000 which, with 
£40,000 from the island’s development fund, would be 
used to continue for two years the building and replace­
ment programme due to end with the close of the 
present financial year, by which time 183 schools and 93 
supplementary open-air class rooms, seating 51,600 
pupils and costing £840,000, will have been provided. 
The additional two years should provide 3,500 new 
places and 3,500 replacements.

Agricultural Development. “ The Farm Improve­
ment Scheme, due to expire on March 31st, has been 
extended for another year, with the consent of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to enable the 
allocated amounts to be expended.

Alfalfa and Guinea Grass. “The Industrial 
Development Corporation has established a pilot farm 
and factory to grow and dry alfalfa and Guinea grass 
The object is to ascertain the practicability of using 
margmal land for mechanized low-cost production of 
teed with a high protein content.

Poultry Disease. “An outbreak of Newcastle 
disease has appeared amongst poultry, and the Depart­
ment of Agriculture has taken prompt steps to check it 
No previous outbreak is recorded, and it is natural to 
suppose that the disease was introduced by chicks from 
i^th^last1 StaÎes- OnIy one case has been recorded 
tUn 1 ? ? °r but vacclnati°ns continue and
the department remains vigilant.

Cocoa. “ A Cocoa Growers’ Association was in­
augurated on February 17th under the auspices and 
within the framework of the Jamaica Agricultural 
ofOtheyf Mr' 2’ L- A- StUart’ Second vice PresMent 
of the J.A.S., as chairman of the steering committee.

,Tbe H™se of Representatives on February 
ïW' aoFr'1 .° a ^rament proposal to apply for 

gramme of experimented pr°‘

sp“^

“ A statement issued by the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry on February 11th announced this change, 
warning that * a strict watch will be maintained on 
margins of profit,’ and rebutting certain allegations 
made by merchants to the effect that controls on imports 
were keeping up prices of certain foodstuffs to benefit 
local producers. On the vexed question of flour the 
statement said :

“ ‘ In the absence of any undertaking that the 
decontrol of flour would result in a decrease in selling 
price, it is considered that it would be imprudent to 
decontrol flour prices at the present time.’ The state­
ment also mentioned that in addition to the above, 
newsprint and kraft paper were now on open general 
licence. A switch to Canada is likely in the case of 
these.

In Bond System Ended. “ Government has 
announced that it intends the In Bond system of selling 
high-priced tourist goods in Kingston to end on April 
30th. Three firms established In Bond stores in the 
course of 1953, but before the third had actually begun 
operations, Government informed all three that it 
meant to end the system. In Bond operations at the 
air ports are not affected by this decision.

“ American tourists can take home with them every 
six months, duty free, 500 dollars worth of personal 
effects—the Randall Commission has now recom­
mended raising the ceiling to 81,000. They can there­
fore advantageously shop in Caribbean ports, and in 
particular passengers on cruise boats look forward 
to purchasing at ports of call British and European goods 
of high quality. The bulk of this lucrative trade goes to 
low-tariff ports, and Jamaican duties make it difficult 
for Kingston to compete with Curacao. The In Bond 
system was devised to make it possible to sell to tourists 
duty free high-priced goods of types approved by the 
Collector General. The tourists view the goods in a shop 
and give their orders ; the goods are then drawn from a 
special warehouse and sent to the ship or plane under 
the supervision of a Customs official.

A number of traders have protested against the 
system on various grounds, the most important of 
which is that they feel it turns the duty-paid business 
to the establishments of the In Bond operators. About 
a week after Government received the protest in 
December, the In Bond operators were notified of 
Government’s altered views ; but a hot controversy 
arose when the facts became generally known. The 
n Bond operators charge breach of faith, pointing to 

the very heavy expenditure in which they have been 
involved as a result of their belief that the system was 
de™Iely aPProved by Government.

k e reP°rt by a Danish firm on a project to establish 
tlr r^e P°rt m Jamaica is expected to be available in 
March.

Telephones. “ The Jamaica Telephone Co., Ltd, 
5 1 ey to spend £350,000 on extension and improve­

ment oi the telephone services in 1954. During the 
t9o4-8, total expenditure on development is 

likely to reach £1,000,000.

tn Survey. - Hunting Aero-Survey Ltd. is 
tnwn/y an aerial survey of the plains and principal 
follows? 1^ lsland- It is hoped that this will be 

( y a complete ground survey, estimated to
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cost ¿650,000 over a period of six or seven years.
Personal. “ Mr. Joseph Issa will represent the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Ltd., at the forthcoming 
congress of the Chambers of Commerce of the British 
Empire in Montreal from June 14th to 19th.

“ Recent visitors to the island include Messrs. J. A. C. 
Hughill and A. Gillies, directors of the West Indies 
Sugar Co., Ltd.

“ Mr. E. W. March, Conservator of Forests since 
1947, will leave in April to take up the post of Con­
servator of Forests in Nigeria.

“ Mr. Walt Disney is at present in Jamaica, where he 
is shooting part of the film Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under The Sea.”
By cable from our correspondent. March 4th.

Tobacco Strike. “ Demands by cigarette workers 
at the Machado Tobacco Co. led to the closing of the 
whole plant on February 10th, but work was resumed 
on the 26th when negotiations reopened on the under­
standing of a ‘ better offer ’ from the management. 
Cigar workers are involved only as members of the same 
union, though they are likely to get fringe benefits. 
The Machado Employees’ Union is affiliated to the 
T.U.C. of Jamaica.

Hotel Dispute. “ Claims by the Bustamante In­
dustrial Trade Union at Bay Roc Hotel, in Montego 
Bay, generated unparalleled hysteria, with the workers 
striking in the short tourist season and the management 
in a panic. Mr. Bustamante went personally to Montego 
Bay and a board of inquiry was appointed, but negotia­
tions broke down and the hotel was announced closed 
for the season. Mr. Bustamante went again to Montego 
Bay and union demands were withdrawn on an agreement 
to mutually binding arbitration, whereupon the hotel 
reopened.

Rival Trade Unions. “ Polls will be held shortly to 
decide whether 10,000 sugar workers formerly with the 
B.I.T.U. wish to shift their allegiance to the T.U.C. or the 
National Workers’ Union, the estates involved being New 
Yarmouth, Bybrook, Caymanas and Bernard, Lodge. 
Meanwhile, the Sugar and Agricultural Workers Union, 
the new union with Communist connexions, called 
strikes on Hanover cane farms at the end of February 
on the issue of standardization of wage rates, and closed 
the Appleton Sugar Factory on Monday last on back pay 
claims. The Ministry of Labour refuses to recognize 
this union.”

TRINIDAD
New Financial Secretary. Our correspondent, 

in a letter from Port-of-Spain dated February 26th, 
states: “Mr. Louis N. Blache-Fraser who has been 
acting in the post since early 1953, has been appointee 
Financial Secretary. Mr. Blache-Fraser is a ot
Trinidad and the appointment came as a 50th birthday 
present. The appointment is extremely popular, and 
he received congratulations from all sides of the Legisla­
tive Council.

Port Services Manager Retires. Mr. H. O. 
Culhane who has been general manager of tne or 
Services since 1948 and has been connected with tne 
Port-of-Spain Wharves since 1942 when he was seconded 
from the Port of London Authority goes on pre-retire­
ment leave early in March. At a farewell presentation 

by the Governor, Mr. Culhane described himself as 
having been a ‘ wharf rat for over 40 years.’

Queen’s Park Hotel. “ Mr. J. B. Fernandes, the 
well-known rum distiller, has acquired the shares in the 
Queen’s Park Hotel, previously held by Canning and 
Co., Ltd. With this acquisition Mr. Fernandes owns 
about one-third of the capital stock of the hotel, and 
becomes the largest single shareholder in the company.

Obituary. “ Commander C. E. R. Alford, who 
retired to Speyside, Tobago, some years ago after a 
colourful career in the Royal Navy, died at his home on 
January 27th. Commander Alford served in the Royal 
Navy during both wars. He suffered paralysis in both 
legs as a result of the 1914-18 war, and lost his right leg 
in Hitler’s war.

Transport. “In an effort to overcome the serious 
congestion in and out of Port-of-Spain, the Government 
is about to embark on a $5,000,000 project to provide 
two routes into the city. One of the proposed roads 
is to run across the Caroni swamp to the Churchill- 
Roosevelt Highway. Last week a new stretch of the 
Southern Trunk Road was opened which by-passes a 
village and a town making a noticeable reduction 
in the travelling time between San Fernando and Port- 
of-Spain. Further improvements to the Southern 
Trunk Road are being pressed forward as rapidly as 
possible.

Prosperity in 1953. “ The year 1953 proved a 
prosperous one for Trinidad. The colony’s favourable 
balance of trade was principally due to the increased 
exports of petroleum, sugar and cocoa.

” The termination of price controls, subsidies and 
Government bulk purchase proceeded in orderly stages 
during the year, and now 95 per cent of these controls 
have been abandoned. Fortunately, in spite of decon­
trol, prices remain reasonably steady.

“ Industrial development continues, and the latest 
step is arrangements for the flying of Trinidadians 
to Canada to learn the technique of manufacturing 
condensed milk. Plans are laid for the establishment of 
$1 000,000 condensed milk factory which, when in. full 
production, will produce about 20,000 cases of milk a 
month which will practically provide for the colony s 
total consumption.

Industrial Development. “ A Department of In­
dustries and Commerce has been instituted within the 
administrative service of the colony. Its functions 
include the selection of suitable sites for the location 
of industry and the provision of utility services for 
attracting suitable enterprises. Mr. J. A. Bam has 
been appointed Commissioner, and Mr. H. A. Harris 
Assistant Commissioner. ., r ,

“ Legislation to give pioneer aid to farmers has been 
drafted Features of this ‘ aid ’ include tax remission 
for certain types of farm expenditure and gasolene tax 
rebate for farmers and planters.

Rent Restriction. “The Rent Restriction Ordi­
nance has been extended for a further year, although 
two recommendations for exclusion from control of 
certain property made by a committee set up y 
Government to examine housing policy, were accepted. 
One of these recommendations provides for the ex­
clusion from rent control of all dwelling houses and
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commercial buildings erected after January 1st, 1954, 
and all buildings not let on that date, the other sanctions 
an increase of 20 per cent on rents in respect of un­
furnished dwelling houses as from January 1st, 1954. 
These new steps thus become the first towards the 
complete removal of rent restriction for which there 
is considerable agitation in the colony.

Housing on Sugar Estates. “ The Governor has 
recently inspected the improvements made in housing 
for the workers on some of the sugar estates. Funds for 
building these houses are made available from the 
Labour Welfare Fund, and during the last eighteen 
months considerable progress has been made in building 
these homes.

“ The scheme is for a sugar worker to be given a loan 
from the Fund to enable him to purchase the material 
necessary for constructing or completing his house. He 
and his family usually provide the labour.

Zoological Society. “ The newly formed Zoological 
Society of Trinidad and Tobago has concluded another 
successful year with further developments of the Zoo 
situated on land adjoining the Botanic Gardens in Port- 
of-Spain. Every few months additional animals are 
obtained either from overseas territories or trapped in 
the forests of Trinidad, and the Zoo is now playing a 
worthy part in educating the community. Mr. A. F. 
Lamb, Conservator of Forests, has been elected president 
of the society.

Flying. “ Lady Rance, wife of the Governor, has 
been elected an honorary member of the very active Light 
Aeroplane Club, of which the Hon. Harold Robinson is 
president.

“ Another interesting development in flying is that 
Prince Alexander, the eldest son of Prince Paul of 
Yugoslavia, who is a pilot with British European 
Airways, has been seconded for duty with the British 
West Indian Airways based in Trinidad.”

Company Reports and Meetings

Jamaica Sugar Estates, Ltd.
IN for the year ended August 31st, the directors

state that the net profit, after providing for all charges, 
¿42;379’ whlch> added to the amount brought forward 

of ¿20,339, makes a total of ¿67,718. From this, ¿20,000 has 
to be deducted for transfer to general reserve, and out of the 
remaining sum of ¿47,718, the directors recommend the payment 
of a dividend of 7 per cent, free of tax, which will absorb ¿18 900 
leaving ¿28,818 to be carried forward.

^ave FXen notice to debenture stockholders 
^standing balance of 5| per cent first mortgage 

be rePaid by the company on July 31st 
date’ ^13 Per Cent’ together “Merest accrued to that 

Leach’s Argentine Estates, Ltd.

K Wesley Leach, in the course of his 
annua! review which accompanies the report and accounts for 
the year ended March 31st last, states : “ The total production 
of sugar by all factories in Argentina from the 1952 cron 
S“the 1951^™° °f 91’000 tons comPa«d

group of
production but every effort was made to retain our vSte 

ni„aS to record that the company
f production and connexions, commands an^out- 

^ding positlon m good will of the sugar consuming market 
part of country °

The distilling of alcohol from our 1952 molasses amounted 

to 4,973,704 litres, some 870,000 litres less than in 1951. As 
I anticipated last year, the overstocked market made the disposal 
of alcohol very difficult and the foreseen deterioration in prices 
set in ; but our company’s marketing organization ensured the 
disposal of a substantial quantity despite these unfavourable 
conditions. The total production of alcohol in Argentina in 
1952 reached 100,000,000 litres and carry-over stocks into 1953 
amounted to 28.5 million litres plus undistilled molasses equiva­
lent to a further 20 million litres. However, very earnest 
endeavours with the authorities show promise of resulting in the 
adoption of alcohol as fuel for part of motor-car consumption. 
Furthermore, there is the possibility that export sales may be 
arranged under special terms granted by the government. Such 
developments should tend to stabilize the market at reasonably 
remunerative levels.

“ The following table shows the comparative figures of the 
last four years :—

1952 1951 1950 1949
Cane milled—

Company’s cane tons 251,842 242,199 218,280 292,873
Purchased cane ,, 172,859 182,989 180,182 94,114

Total milled „ 424,701 425,188 398,462 386,987

Commercial yield—% 8.64 10.47 9.74 10.35
Sugar produced (sugar 

from cane) ... tons 36,714 44,534 38,816 40,068
Company’s cane sold „ 31,075 22,601 58,153 —

“ The extremely severe frosts in 1952 which I referred to last
year, were followed by a decidedly poor rainy season—14 ins. 
compared with the average of 24 ins. in the past 40 years— 
and this unfortunate feature did not give the canefields a chance 
to make a complete recovery from the frosts. The fields made 
fairly good progress and are expected to yield a crop of 420,000 
tons of cane, but the content of sugar in the cane is showing the 
ill-effects of the drought and of further frosts in July this year. 
However, as the final yield will show an improvement over 1952, 
the total output of sugar should be around 40,000 tons.

“ It is hazardous to endeavour to foretell with confidence the 
future of any industry, such as ours, where government controls 
play the dominant part. However, there is no valid reason to 
look upon the future with undue pessimism.

“ I should like to emphasize that it is not possible, by the 
mere scrutiny of the working results, to draw conclusions as to 
the company’s earning efficiency without reference to the con­
ditions of trading underlying its largest capital investment, the 
sugar industry, which is subject to full government control. 
Since the location of the company’s estates ranks amongst the 
best in Argentina for the production of sugar, we have to share 
in supporting a national fund functioning for the benefit of sugar 
mills in districts which are not as favourable to good agricultural 
and industrial yields. Your company has joined in constant 
and earnest representations against this policy and these appear 
gradually to be deserving certain sympathetic hearing. Further­
more, the statement made by the President of the Argentine 

epublic, General Juan D. Peron, in the recent announcement 
of the second five-year plan, to the effect that the government 
wm support the policy of encouraging the more efficient sectors 

suSar m<iustry, is very gratifying. However, it is a fact 
that the year under review closed with payments by the company, 
to the fund mentioned, of the equivalent of ¿364,000. I am 
confident that the policy under which we are now working will 
be suppressed when the government realizes that our last year’s 
contribution of §14,000,000 to the sugar fund has helped many 
of the companies, located in the so-called less productive areas, 
tn 1"iCrJase thei^ profits. We urgently need those funds ourselves 
to modernize old equipment and improve the earning power of 
the company. °

The government’s financial regulations for the 1953 crop 
Lave not yet been issued. It only remains to be hoped that they 
will be framed m a compensatory manner.”

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
O..UF, er the work of the Committee by introducing 

suitable candidates for election.

• A.nX¿^dividual member of the West India Committee 
is eligible for Life Membership on compounding his, or 
ner, annual subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s-
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West Indies at Westminster

Unemployment in Jamaica. Asked by Mr. Russell if he 
would give the average total number of unemployed in Jamaica 
for each of the years 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953, Mr. 
Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, stated in a 
written answer of February 10th that he regretted that the 
statistics Mr. Russell asked for were not available.

Trade Commissioner in U.K. In answer to a question by 
Mr. Vaughan-Morgan, Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, stated in a written answer of February 3rd 
that Mr. Garnet Gordon, of St. Lucia, had been appointed Trade 
Commissioner in London for the British West Indies, British 
Guiana and British Honduras.

Vandalism in Antigua. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether his attention had 
been called to acts of vandalism on the estate of Mrs. Sutherland, 
Five Islands, Antigua ; whether those responsible had been 
apprehended and brought to trial ; and what steps had been 
taken to prevent repetition of such conduct.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State, who replied in a written 
answer of February 10th, stated that he was informed by the 
Governor that damage had been done on Mrs. Sutherland’s 
estate. Despite every effort those responsible had not yet been 
traced. He was awaiting a further report.

Investment in British Guiana. Mr. Mason asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what amount of capital had 
been invested in British Guiana by American interests over the 
last five years ; and what was the total invested from other 
sources over the same period.

Mr. Lyttelton, who replied in a written answer of February 
18th, stated that the estimated total investments in British 
Guiana by United States interests and other interests during the 
period 1948-52 were ¿1,000,000 and ¿10,900,000 respectively. 
Figures for 1953 were not at the time available.

Jamaican Tobacco Workers. Asked by Mr. Russell what 
was the average number of workers employed in growing tobacco 
and manufacturing cigars, respectively, in Jamaica in 1949, 
1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Mr. Lyttelton, stated in a written answer of February 
18th that the estimated numbers were :

Field Factory
Year workers workers

1949 .................................... 4,800 1,850
1950 ... . ... 4,000 1,750
1951 ... ... 2,250 1,600
1952 .. 2,000 1,450
1953 ............. ... 1,400 1,300

The estimates of factory workers were reasonably reliable, but 
those of field workers were less so since they included peasant 
cultivators working with their families on smallholdings.

Price Controls in Antigua. Mr. Roland Robinson asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware 
that meat and milk were still subject to price control in Antigua 
and that that price was below the cost of production ; and 
whether he would take steps to ensure that that price control 
did not force the local producers to bear a loss when selling their 
products.

Mr. Hopkinson, who replied, stated in a written answer of 
February 3rd : “ Meat and milk are still subject to price control 
in Antigua. I understand that most of the producers are 
satisfied with the prices that they get. The matter is primarily 
one for the government of Antigua, which has in m’nd the con­
sideration mentioned by my hon. Friend.”

U.K. Imports of Jamaican Tobacco. Mr. Russell asked 
the President of the Board of Trade on February 4th why total 
imports of tobacco from Jamaica fell from 309,917 lb. in 1952 
to 217,083 lb. in 1953. ,

Mr. Peter Thomeycroft said that about half of the ecreas 
was due to the fact that the statistics of 1952 imports of cigar 
leaf were inflated by a large shipment at the end of 1951 which 
arrived too late to be included in the statistics for that year. 
For the rest, the decrease appeared to reflect a reduction m 
demand for Jamaican cigars. tisfied

^•Russell then asked Mr. Thomeycroft if he was sat^“^ 
that the imports of cigars which he was bringing in from Cuba 

would not adversely affect the import of cigars from Jamaica.
Mr. Thomeycroft said that the restrictions on the import of 

cigars from Cuba were imposed on balance of payments grounds.

Loans and Grants. Sir Richard Acland asked the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer whether he would publish a statement 
showing details of all the items of ¿500,000 and over which 
go to make up the ¿120,000,000 total of loans and grants made 
by the United Kingdom to outside countries in 1953.

Mr. Maudling, Economic Secretary to the Treasury, in a 
written answer of February 8th, supplied a table showing the 
principal items making up the total of approximately 
¿120,000,000 of loans and grants authorized by the United 
Kingdom Government (but not necessarily drawn). The table 
showed that Jamaica received ¿3,590,000 under the heading of 
Colonial Loans, and that St. Lucia received ¿839,000, of which 
¿230,000 was under Colonial Loans, and ¿609,000 for Castries 
reconst met ion, under Grants and Loans approved under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Acts, 1940-50.

Racial Discrimination in Honduras. Mr. Driberg asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on February 24th if he 
would give an assurance that no racial discrimination was 
practised at the Fort George Hotel, Belize, British Honduras, 
which had been built by the Colonial Development Corporation.

Mr. Lyttelton said that he was assured by the Colonial 
Development Corporation, who managed that hotel, that no 
racial discrimination was practised there. Indeed, he was 
informed that such discrimination was unknown in British 
Honduras.

In a further question, Mr. Driberg said : “ While I welcome 
that assurance, may I ask the right hon. Gentleman if it does not 
make nonsense of the dollar-earning excuses quoted by the 
right hon. Gentleman himself to justify the colour bar in Ber­
muda, since this hotel also was built specifically to attract dollar 
tourist trade ?

In reply, Mr. Lyttelton said that the same state of affairs 
did not exist everywhere. He thought, as a matter of fact, that 
the circumstances there were different, but that did not alter 
what he said. He wished the same circumstances obtained 
elsewhere.

Jute Trading. Mr. Nabarro asked the Minister of State, 
Board of Trade, as representing the Minister of Materials, whether 
he would make a statement in regard to future trading arrange­
ments for jute and jute products, the abolition of jute control, 
and the reversion of all trading services in respect of those com­
modities from public to private account.

In a written answer of February 16th, Mr. Amory stated: 
“ In accordance with the Government’s policy of restoring trade 
to private channels, it has been decided that the purchase and 
importation of raw jute by the Jute Control shall cease at an 
early date following discussion with the industry, which my 
noble Friend will institute immediately. Public trading m 
imported jute goods must continue meanwhile until appropriate 
measures to safeguard the United Kingdom jute manufacturing 
industry under conditions conducive to efficiency can be worked 
out and introduced. The Government is giving full considera­
tion to this problem, but cannot promise any early solution

Industrial Development. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on February 3rd whether he 
had considered the suggestion of the report on industnal develop­
ment in Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and British Guiana that 
legislation should be introduced to give substantially increased 
income tax allowances for depreciation on new plant and machin­
ery ; and what action he proposed to take on that matter

Mr. Hopkinson, replying m a written answer of February 3rd, 
said that that suggestion was being considered by the West 
Indian governments, who had the primary responsibility for 

asked the Secretary of State 
whether he had considered the recommendation in the report on 
industrial development in Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and 
British Guiana that the investment functions of the Jamaica 
Development Corporation should be modelled on the Industrial 
and Commercial Finance Corporation in the United Kingdom, 
and whether he would adopt that recommendation.

Mr Hopkinson said he had considered that recommendation
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and had consulted the Governor on it. Mr. Hopkinson said he 
was satisfied that, given the differences between the economies 
of the two countries, the investment functions of the Industrial 
Development Corporation in Jamaica were already sufficiently 
closely modelled on those of the Industrial and Commercial
Finance Corporation.

Immigration Restrictions. Mr. T. Reid 
Minister what restrictions were imposed by 

asked the Prime 
certain countries

within the British Commonwealth and Empire on British 
immigrants there.

Sir Winston Churchill, in a written answer of February 9th, 
said that it would not have been convenient to give, in answer 
to a question, a detailed account of the practice of each member 
of the Commonwealth, but in most cases their governments, 
and also the governments of most colonial territories, have powers 
to restrict the entrance of British immigrants.

British Council. Miss Lee asked the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs what steps were taken to ensure that the non- 
party character of the British Council was maintained, especially 
in its work among foreign and colonial students studying in 
this country.

Mr. Dodds-Parker, Joint Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State, who replied in a written answer of February 9th, stated 
that the executive committee, which was the governing body 
of the British Council, included two Conservative and two 
Labour Members of Parliament, and the president of the Liberal 
Party. Programmes for overseas students at British Council 
centres did not deal with matters of current political contro­
versy. In discussing British political or social institutions, 
officials of the council were careful to give equal attention to 
the views of the main political parties.

Colonies and the Home Office. Sir Frank Markham asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on February 3rd to which 
colonies had the offer already been made of transferring them 
from his department to the Home Office ; and to which further 
colonies it was proposed to make such offers.

MUHopkinson- Minister of State, who replied, stated that as 
the House was aware, the Maltese Government were informed 
last September that Her Majesty’s Government would be 
prepared to agree m principle to the transfer of responsibility 
5? bandlmg business relating to Malta to the Home Secretary 
the Maltese Government had not yet given a firm reply.
nf A,Toi<-PrOP5S+l was framed to meet the special circumstances 

no plans for making a similar offer to 
other colonial territories.

Civil Service Arbitration. Mr. David Jones asked the 
set^?  ̂ thAColonies why he declined to agree to
TrinXdi^ arbirutlOn machinery in the colony of
Trinidad C^vi/q^0’ had- been rePeatedly asked for byYthe 
irmidad Civil Service Association J

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State, who replied stated in a 
°f February 3rd that the Secretary of State 

declined. to agree to the setting up of Civil Service 
arbitration machinery in Trinidad and Tobago. The matter 
was primarily one for the Government of the territory Ind thev 

71k decision had at that time been tak^/

MS
on Sin'S

12 months for kS anS dUrmg the last

» SW Sa
Secretary to the Minister of 

in the West Fnd nf t e "a? aware that at least one hotel 
in a few occupations ThatGHSage c°loured workers 
empioyment e^se^  ̂ ¿Ml 

practice, took note of employers’ special requirements.
Mr. Lewis then asked : “Is that the Green Park Hotel, which 

operates the colour bar against visitors ? Are we to take it 
that the Green Park Hotel do not allow any coloured workers 
to do the menial jobs in the kitchen ? Do they insist that they 
will not take on any coloured workers ? Can we have some 
further explanation ? ’’

Mr. Watkinson said that it was not for him to pronounce on 
individual cases but to make it plain that the employment 
exchange service of the Ministry,’ of Labour did not exercise 
any discrimination on grounds of race or colour.

Sugar Workers’ Wages. Mr. Delargy asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the minimum weekly wage established 
by the last agreement negotiated under the joint negotiating 
machinery of the Manpower Citizens’ Association and the Sugar 
Producers’ Association in British Guiana.

In a written answer of November 25th, Mr. Lyttelton stated 
that the minimum wages established by the last agreement 
between the sugar producers and the Manpower Citizens’ Associa­
tion were—

Factory unskilled labour—Male: 23 cents (ll|d.) per hour. 
Female : 15| cents (7fd.) per hour.

Semi-skilled and skilled factory workers from 24| cents 
(Is. OJd.) to 62 cents (2s. 7d.) per hour, and Cane cutters 
SI 19 cents (4s. ll|d.) per ton.

Additional benefits received by workers included incentive 
bonuses, free housing and hospitals, and land for cultivation at 
peppercorn rents.

British Guiana Bauxite. Sir Richard Acland asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what quantities of bauxite 
had been exported from British Guiana in each year for which 
bauxite had been exported ; what proportion of the bauxite 
in each year was taken from lands owned by the operating com­
panies and what proportion from other lands ; and what royalty 
or other payment was made to the Government of British 
Guiana in respect of bauxite exported from lands owned by 
companies and in respect of bauxite exported from other lands.

In a written answer of November 25th, Mr. Lyttelton gave 
the following information :—

Bauxite has been produced in British Guiana since 1917. 
The quantities exported in each of the last five years were: 
1948, 1,873,166 tons; 1949, 1,757,650 tons; 1950, 1,583,417 
tons ; 1951, 2,002,744 tons ; 1952, 2,285,966 tons.

The quantities produced in the same period from Crown land 
and private property respectively were :—

Year

1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
Private 

before the
property in the abov

From Crown 
Land 
tons 

741,625 
828,958 
855,337 

1,147,476 
850,258

From Privait 
Property 

tons 
1,223,060 

969,670 
796,687 
925,971 

1,537,680
---------'e table refers to land alienated

, k- passing of the Mining Ordinance, 1903, and in respect 
or winch the surface owners enjoy the right to exploit all minerals 
except gold and silver. No royalty is payable on bauxite won 
from such land. Mineral rights over all other land are vested in 
tne Crown and royalty is payable as follows : 5d. a ton on 
bauxite exported from mining leases granted up to 1947. Is. Ofd. 
"ranted°n bauxite exported from mining leases subsequently

pa/d °.nMxports in each of the last five years amounted 
23.11s! 1952 ¿X^*949’ m255; 1950' Z'6'833: ' 

e™7^ ̂ J*® exPorted from British Guiana is subject to an 
f P tbe rate 4s- a ton on calcinated ore and
dutJiifk3, tOn °n. other bauxite. The return from export 
1950 YO« was : 1948’ Z117,073 ; 1949, ¿109,8o3;
950, ¿98,964; 1951, ¿198,878; 1952, ¿230,982. .

45 percent3,11 inC°me tax on companies in British Guiana ol

Secretarv* nfS SYgar Estates: Mr. A. Evans asked the
estates -^t> /or *be Colonies how many of the sugar
rooms Guiana had established shower baths, change?
recomm end f^nteenS J” connexion with their factories since the 

lJT^t?tlOn °n that subject in the Venn Report- 
baths and ^r- Lyttelton stated that canteens, shoffe
the Venn r rooms had been provided in six factories sine 
rne Venn Commission Report.
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West Indian Passenger List Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 
s.s. Golfito (Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, February 
14th :—

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in m.v. Prominent 

(Captain K. Gjertsen), Liverpool, February 3rd 
Mr. T. M. Berglund Mrs. S. M. Hollington Mrs. C. E. Zitman
Mrs. N. Hallam Miss D. N. Luck

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 
S. Armitage), Liverpool, February 4th :—
Mrs. C. Branker
Mrs. T. W. Dodshon
Mr. J. V. Dodshon

Mr. A. A. Fung-A-Fat
Miss M. C. Hing 
Mrs. M. De Lange

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura 
Sanchez), Liverpool, February 18th :—

Miss M. De Lange 
Dr. E. A. Lee 
Dr. C. R. Subryan

(Captain F.

Mr. C. E. Barker 
Mr. P. A. Branche 
Mr. F. G. Hamilton 
Mr. A. S. Manraj

Mr. R. Mitchell 
Mr. P. J. O’Donovan 
Mr. & Mrs. K. S. Stoby

Mr. J. A. Thornton 
Mrs. Van Gelder 
Miss Van Gelder

Jamaica Producers’ Steamship Co.

Mr. & Mrs. A. F. Adds 
Mr. I. C. Child 
Mr. W. Cronshaw 
Miss K. George 
Mr. C. H. Guyatt 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Hancock 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Haslett

Mr. P. B. Burke 
Mr. N. L. Clarke 
Mr. C. R. Clear 
Mr. C. R. Commissiong 
Dr. & Mrs. A. Da Costa 
Mr. T. Durham 
Misses I. & V. Gale

Mr. J. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Beach 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Catlow 
Mr. D. Deyong 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Freeman 
Mrs. S. N. Hope-Bell

Barbados 
Hon. & Mrs. J. Howard 
Mr. H. B. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Nicol 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Robinson 
Earl & Countess of

Romney

Trinidad 
Mrs. P. A. Guevara 
Mrs. M. L. Howard 
Miss A. M. Howard 
Miss M. J. Koylass 
Mr. & Mrs. G. P. Laird 
Mrs. N. A. Macrae

Jamaica 
Mrs. S. M. Hunt 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Jacobs 
Mrs. E. Marshall 
Mr. J. Mercer 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Merrick 
Lady O’Connor

Mr. & Mrs. T. G. Savill 
Mrs. O. M. Smythies 
Mrs. E. H. Stanley 
Miss E. S. Stanley 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Vincent 
Miss D. Weston

Miss B. Macrae
Mrs. O. M. Melliard
Mr. F. G. Sambrook
Mr. D. T. Thomas
Dr. & Mrs. J. Thurston 
Mrs. I. H. Waterhouse

Mr. A. H. Reynolds 
Lord & Lady Romilly 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Turner 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Wakeford

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in m.v. Northern Lights (Captain
K. Meling), London, February 8th :—
Col. & Mrs. H. Drury Dr. E. Jones-Pryce Dr. C. C. Wedderburn
Mr. & Mrs. L. V. Griffiths Mr. & Mrs. H. Knapper Mr. T. Williamson
Miss A. V. Griffiths

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Matina (Captain R. E. 
Evans), Liverpool, February 22nd :—

Sailings to the 
February 11th :— 
Miss A. Boyd 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Harrison 
Misses G. & M. Ince

Saguenay Terminals

Mr. J. A. Boulton
Mr. & Mrs. J. Forsyth
Mr. J. A. Harding
Mr. J. Leiba

Mr. V. Marque 
Mr. G. A. McGregor 
Mr. C. D. McKnight

Mr. & Mrs. A. Pickering 
Mr. V. O. Shirley 
Mrs. K. E. Soltau

Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina
West Indies, in

Mr. E. D. King 
Mr. G. D. McLean 
Mrs. A. D. Mitchell

m.v. Corona, Liverpool,

Mr. & Mrs. H. J.
Van Tongeren

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and 
(Captain T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, February 16th :—-

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain Roger 

Lombard), Southampton, February 11th :—
Mr. H. Alexis 
Miss K. Alexander 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Benn 
Mr. D. Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Boyd 
Mrs. C. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Brunström 
Mrs. A. Calmels 
Mr. D. Casimir 
Mr. C. Chalmers 
Mr. F. Chandra 
Mrs. J. Chivers 
Mr. X. Clairmonte 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Deeble

Rev. T. Deering
Mrs S. De Laubenque 
Mr. A. Deliboys 
Mr. N. Farrell
Mr. M. Hakk
Mrs. P. Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. R. Johnson 
Mrs. B. Jones
Mrs. A. Kelway-Bamber 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Kenyon 
Mr. A. Khan
Mr. M. Khan
Mr. & Mrs. E. Lax
Mr. & Mrs. A. Marshall 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Matthews

Mrs. D. Mooledhar 
Major & Mrs. A. Morris 
Mr. H. Moseley 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Openshaw 
Mr. N. Paulineris 
Mr. F. Peltier 
Lady M. Reckitt 
Miss K. Rigsby 
Major & Mrs. G. Rowley 
Mrs. G. Rutherford 
Mr. G. Sampson 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Stewart 
Miss J. Williamson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Worland

Mr. S. Barker
Miss M. Connell
Major & Mrs. M. Jacobs

Mr. C. S. Butchart
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Collier
Mrs. V. Compton
Mr. W. Cross
Mrs. E. N. de Gale

Miss M. L. Ashford
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bottomley
Mr. R. S. Boucher
Mr. C. E. Brock
Miss E. A. Bursell
Miss J. A. Clark
Mrs. M. Clayton-Greene

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Marriott
Mr. & Mrs. P. Martin-

Kaye
Trinidad

Mrs. V. E. Gomez
Mrs. M. Hahn
Miss N. M. Lee
Miss B. E. Parris

Jamaica
Mrs. E. Clews
Dr. S. L. Connal
Mr. & Mrs. J. Davis
Mr. D. E. Keir
Mrs. F. McIntyre-Brown
Mr. & Mrs. W. Moore
Miss S. C. Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. M. Pawson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. K. Steele 
Dr. & Mrs. H. Whittaker

Dr. W. G. Philip 
Mrs. R. Pritchett 
Mr. G. L. Walsh 
Mr. A. R. Yates

Mr. R. J. Turner
Mrs. Turner
Mrs. M. A. Vickers
Mrs. D. Wedderspoon
Mrs. H. Whitehead 
Mr. J. Whitehead 
Mr. D. B. Winter

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golnto 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, February 23rd :—

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 

s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, February 10th :—

Miss K. Bum
Miss Y. Mandeville

Mr. C E. Abbensetts 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Bird 
Mrs. I. Evans 
Dr. & Mrs. C. H. Marry

Mr- W Anderson
Miss V. H. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Betty
Mrs. V. M. Clue
Mrs. M. 0. Cobban
Mrs. C. Comrie
Miss V. Dale
Mr. T. Davis

n ’ Douglas-Brown 
Mr. P. Dyer

Barbados 
Mrs. A. J. Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Waddell

Trinidad 
Mr. O. H. Olsen 
Dr. M. Parker 
Dr. & Mrs. M. P. Siung

Jamaica 
Mr. W. Fisher 
Mr. B. F. Greig 
Mr. J. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hopkins 
Mrs. F. Johnson 
Mr. S. M. Kemp 
Mr. G. P. Ken- 
Mrs. E. A. Kohring 
Mr. J. Lewinson 
Miss P. A. McHayle

Miss M. P. Waddell

Mr. A. D. Tahir Ali 
Miss S. M. Walter 
Mr. L. A. Weekes

Miss L. McKenzie 
Mr. K. E. Morrison 
Miss J. Rowe 
Mr. F. J. Sharpin 
Miss H. M. Simmons 
Mr. J. A. Skyers 
Mr. G. D. Vivers 
Mr. R. J. Watts 
Miss H. Williams

Mrs. I. F. Bray 
Misses B. & D. Bray 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Craig 
Mrs. P. J. Goode 
Mr. J. H. Haigh

Mr. R. A. Alston
Mr. & Mrs. A. D. Arch 
Mr. G. W. Arnold 
Mr. C. G. Bald
Miss G. M. Brownbill
Mr. J. Cross 
Mr. J. H. Cross 
Mr. R. E. Debysingh

Mr. & Mrs. J. Blackwell 
Mrs. E. Chudley 
Miss D. M. Chudley 
Mr. J. Clayton
Mr. & Mrs. H. Donnan 
Cdr. & Mrs. A. R. Glen 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D.

Hollingworth

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. H. D. Hill
Lt.-Col. The Hon. & Mrs.

Howard
Mr. F. P. MacKrill

Trinidad
Mrs. S. M. Donohue
Mr. E. C. Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. A. D. Falconer
Mr. & Mrs. D. Frew
Mrs. A. M. Grant
Mr. F. J. Lester
Mrs. D. J. Malpas
Miss M. Manton

Jamaica
Miss D. Ingram
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mallinson
Mr. & Mrs. C. F.

Mallowan
Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Mason
Mr. & Mrs. G. B.

Mawdsley
Mr. & Mrs. A. Napolitano

Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Mann
Mr. I. H. Proverbs 
Mrs. M. A. Richardson 
Mrs. J. F. Secchi

Mr. & Mrs. K. K. Maraj 
Mrs. C. M. Muir 
Mr. T. E. Munro 
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Philipps 
Mr. C. Russell 
Mr. F. S. Smith 
Mrs. N. Worsley

Col. & Mrs. F. A. Neill 
Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Rideal 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Robinson 
Mrs. G. M. Shepperd 
Mrs. G. N. Stringer 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Waterhouse 
Miss E. Waterhouse 
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Wright

Jamaica Tourism

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Lundy), Avonmouth, February 24th :— 
Mr * E- Balon 

P- Ban-ass 
Rev. p. Blackbum 
> M-Boumeman 
£ & Mrs. J. Brady 
Xf ■ ^-arPenter

^.Mrs. E. Doting 
Miss E. Ellis 8 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Foster 
Mß. V. Gillilt 
Miss p. Gillitt 
Miss B. Gray 
Mr- E. Hartley 
Mr. C. Hatherly

Mr. & Mrs. P. Herron 
Miss D. Hill 
Mrs. Hopkins 
Miss J. Hopkins 
Miss D. Hudson 
Mr. S. Hughes 
Mr. J. Hulse 
Miss B. Husselby 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Jacobs 
Miss N. Josephs 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Leader 
Miss H. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. A. Leeson

Bayano (Captain R. W.

Miss F. Luther 
Mr. W. Maundrill 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Morton 
Major G. Mostyn-Owen 
Mr. R. Nelson 
Mr. E. Newell 
Mr. W. H. Shrimpton 
Miss M. Thomas 
Miss H. Tyler 
Rev. A. G. Walker 
Miss J. Walker 
Miss L. Watson 
Mr. J. Whitaker

The latest tourist folder received from Jamaica is 
issued by the Portland Chamber of Commerce, Port 
Antonio, and describes and illustrates the attractions 
and amenities at Port Antonio and San San Bay (near 
the celebrated “ Blue Lagoon ”). Buff Bay, Manchioneal 
and the Maroon settlement of Moore Town are all dealt 
with, and also the arrangements for trips by raft down 
the Rio Grande.

Copies of the folder are available on application from 
the West India Committee.
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The Markets
March 6th, 1954

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
1 year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price 
March 6th, 1953

21
31

Consols 
War Loan............................................

63
85

65xd
86

59
781

61 xd 
801

10 Angostura Bitters............................... 30/- 40/- 43/9 48/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/- 32/— 34/-
*71 Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 16/- 16/- 18/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 43/11 45/71 41/3 43/9
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 37/- 40/- 36/6 39/6

•tio Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 30/6 31/3 31/- 31/3
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 21/9 22/6 21/6 22/—
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/6 2/- 1/6 2/—

10Ä Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/11 2/71 i/ioi 2/41
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/- 21/- 18/9 20/-

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/— 6/6 7/6 4/6 5/—xd
221 Kern Oil Co. 4/- ............................... 14/- 15/- 14/6 15/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 34/6 36/—xd 28/- 29/-xd
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/6 2/— 2/11 2/71
14 Royal Bank of Canada $10 305/- 325/- 245/- 265/-

*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 51/3 53/6 58/9 61/-
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 20/3 21/3 16/6 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 28/- 29/6 21/6 22/6

♦20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 19/6 20/6 26/3 27/3
*181 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 23/6 25/- 23/11 25/71

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/- 22/- 20/- 21/-
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/6 5/- 3/101 4/41

*121 United British Oilfields 6/8 21/101 23/9 23/11 24/41
West Indies Sugar ... 26/6 28/6 21/- 22/6

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/-xd 20/- 22/6xd
•Free of Income Tax. fAnd 5 per cent. Bonus free of Income Tax.

Cocoa. The Board of Trade returns showing the imports 
into the United Kingdom for 1952 and 1953 were published in 
last issue. The figures for consumption and stocks, now avail­
able, are shown below :— 

1952 1953 1952 1953
Month of December Januarv-December

Consumption................. cwt. 160,926 206,287 1,933,698 2,248,026
Stocks (end of December) ... 236,000 307,000

Dairy Stock in Trinidad

Cocoa. The market has been firm during the month and 
prices of West African and West Indian descriptions again 
show a considerable advance. At the time of writing the 
nominal value of Trinidad plantation first marks is 475/- per 
50 kilos f.o.b. Fine estates Grenada have been offered more 
freely at advancing prices and sales were made at from 445/- to 
455/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. Sellers are now asking 465/- to 470/- 
f.o.b.

Honey. Spot supplies of Jamaica are quoted at 120/- to 
125/- per cwt. ex store. Australian medium grade is valued 
at 88/- per cwt. c.i.f. and light amber at 95/- per cwt.

Pimento. There are still no offers for shipment from Jamaica. 
Available supplies in London are quoted at 4/- per lb. ex store.

Ginger. During the month there has been considerable 
activity in both African and J amaica ginger. Business has been 
done in No. 3 grade Jamaica up to 192/6 per cwt. ex store terms 
New crop Jamaica No. 3 grade is quoted at 175/- per cwt. 
c.i.f. for March-April shipment. It is reported that the bulk of 
the business done on ex store terms, London, has been for export 
to New York.

Nutmegs. The market continues quiet and quotations 
generally show little change. Spot is quoted at : 80’s 2/9 

So™nd ,™assorted V11 and defectives 1/4. The c.i.f. values aré 
80 s 2/6|, sound unassorted 1/9| and defectives 1/3|.

Mace. Supplies of all grades for shipment appear to be 
extremely scarce with whole pale being offered at 7/6 per lb. 
c.i.f for May-June shipment and No. 1 broken at 6/9 per lb. 
Spot supplies are also scarce and values are nominally at 8/6 
per lb. for whole pale and 7/9 for No. 1 broken.

Encouraging Progress at St. Joseph
T>art 3 of the 1953 volume of the Journal of the 

Agricultural Society of Trinidad and Tobago contains 
an interesting review by Mr. L. R. Hutson of progress 
in dairying at St. Joseph Stock Farm from 1948 to 1952.

The improvement over the period was considerable. 
The average overall herd yield increased from 252 
gallons to 635 gallons per cow per year, and the yield of 
full-time cows increased from 395 gallons per cow in 
1948 to 698 gallons per cow in 1952. Whereas in 1948 
a turnover of 156 was involved in producing 40,000 
gallons of milk, in 1952 the production of 65,700 gallons 
involved a turnover of only 101 cows. Heifers coming 
into the herd during the period have shown a steady 
increase in the average daily yield of milk during their 
first lactation from 14 lb. to 24 lb.

This progress accompanied an increased use of 
pasturage and fodder crops which had made possible a 
reduction in the feeding of concentrates to dairy cows 
from 8 lb. per gallon of milk produced in 1948 to 4.21b. 
in 1952.

Photographs of the highest yielding cows accompany 
the contribution, and give evidence that the high milk 
yields were obtained without any loss of condition. 
All were Holstein-Zebu crosses. While observations 
and studies were still being carried out to determine 
the best proportions of Holstein and Zebu blood for 
local conditions, no definite conclusion had been reached 
other than that the percentage of Holstein blood should 
not exceed 75 per cent.

Jamaica 1954
in+oU&r*TT of Trade returns showing the imports
into the United Kingdom for 1952 and 1953 were published 
in last issue. The figures for consumption »-» rx».»
available, are shown below :— ” -----and stocks, now

Consumption to:
Refined ... 
Unrefined...

Total .................

Stocks (end of December) 
Home Grown Beet
Imported Refined
Imported Unrefined

Total ...

Rum. The Board < 
into the United Kingdc 
last issue. The figures 
able, are shown below

1952 1953
Month of December

3,514 2
93,767 112,936

97,281 112,938

250,550 266,100
7,100 50

527,600 1,220,250

785,250 1,486,400

Trade returns sho 
for 1952 and 1953 

r consumption and

Consumption proof gallons
Stocks (end of December)

1952 1953
Month of December
271,290 197,851

12,048,000 11,113,000

1952 1953
J anuary-December

55,866 53,748
1,914,199 2,247,121

1,970,065 2,300,869

wing the imports 
were published in 
stocks, now avail-

1952 1953
J anuary-December

1,524,933 1,417,011

This yearly publication improves with each edition 
and the present number* is enhanced by a really striking 
coyer in colour—a painting by Noel Coward :" it seems 
a pity that a selection of his paintings well photographed 
by Percy T. Huggins, shown later in the book, are not 
in colour too, but the expense would have been quite 
understandably prohibitive. Some admirable sketches 
by H M. Radcliffe, J. H. Harvey Clark, Jan Williams 
O. M. Howard, Marjorie Thwaites and G. W. Addy 
and poems by May Jeffrey-Smith and Dorothy L. Black 
end. a richness and variety which are uncommon and 

so welcome these days. Miss Chapman must again be 
congratulated in her choice of articles, photographs and 
layout. Jamaica 1954 is well worth its 2s. 6d.
for* by Esther Chapman and"próS5
tion^ T In^ian Publishing Co., Ltd., bv Chantry Publica­
tions, Ltd., London. 2s. 6d. net.
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Annual General Meeting

jBotlCB IS glben that the Annual General
Meeting of the Members of the West India Committee 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter) will be held at 40, 
Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, on Monday the 24th 
day of May, 1954, at noon.

By order,
A. E. V. Barton, Secretary.

AGENDA
(i) To receive and adopt the Annual Report of the 

Executive Committee for the year ended April 30th, 
1954, the audited statement of the Income and Expendi­
ture Account for the year ended December 31st, 1953, 
and the Balance Sheet.

(ii) To elect members of the Executive Committee 
in the place of those who retire by virtue of Article VI 
of the Royal Charter of Incorporation but are eligible 
for re-election.

(iii) Any other business.

This Game of Cricket

SO M.C.C. squared the Test Matches against the 
West Indies with a most decisive win—nine wickets 
and a day to spare—having also, for the first time, 

beaten the teams of each of the four colonies—Jamaica, 
Barbados, British Guiana and Trinidad.

As Sir Pelham Warner wrote in the article which he 
kindly contributed to the Circular when the com­
position of the M.C.C. team had been first announced, 
the team was “ a strong one though the name of the 
best bowler in England is missing.” To those on this 
side who had seen the chosen players in action during 
die English season the form of the team in the early 
fest Matches seemed just too bad to be true. As 
mdividuals many of them were doing well enough in the 
colony matches, but as a Test team they seemed to be 
altogether ineffective.

Then came rumours of dissatisfaction at umpires 
decisions, displays of ill-temper by some M.C.C. players, 
unruliness among spectators, and finally news of bom- 
oardment with bottles. Some correspondents played it 
UP; some played it down. Cricket lovers on this side 
stayed up until after bedtime to hear the dispassionate 
commentaries of “ Jim ” Swanton and his fellow com- 
mentators, and retired to rest uncomforted. However, 

despite the carping of captious critics, it gradually 
became clear that Len Hutton was keeping control. 
Grumbles or no grumbles, bottles or no bottles, Len 
Hutton stuck to cricket, and M.C.C. won the third 
Test Match by nine wickets.

The West Indian team was sticking to cricket, too, 
and in the next Test Match the three W’s, Weekes (206), 
Worrell (167) and Walcott (124), laid the foundations 
of the highest score (681 for 8 wickets declared) yet 
made by the West Indies in a Test Match. Weekes and 
Worrell compiled a record third wicket partnership of 
338. M.C.C. countered with a score of 537, saving the 
follow on by five runs, and forced a draw.

This deprived M.C.C. of any chance of winning the 
rubber, but in the fifth Test Match a magnificent feat 
of bowling by Bailey and a double century by Hutton 
helped them to a lead of 275 on the first innings, and 
they kept their grip on the game despite a memorable 
innings by Walcott, and won, as already stated, by 
nine wickets with a day to spare.

Thus the rubber ended with honours even ; two 
wins all and one game drawn, the West Indies having 
won the first two and M.C.C. the third and fifth. The 
figures of averages indicate that this is a fair result, 
though here the West Indian team shows to slightly 
better advantage, for whereas the M.C.C. players scored 
on the average 100 runs from 290 balls delivered, the 
West Indians scored 100 runs from only 227 balls 
bowled. Both sides were hit by injuries,and the West 
Indians must have felt particularly the absence of 
Valentine from the last two matches. The extent to 
which they had to rely on Ramadhin is shown by the 
fact that whereas he is credited with 23 wickets, no 
other West Indian bowler took more than eight.

It is to be noted that the West Indian victories were 
gained in the early part of the tour, the M.C.C. victories 
later. This is being taken by some to indicate that it 
was a mistake to send the M.C.C. team by air, but 
whether such people like it or not, air travel has come 
to stay, and cricketers, like other people, will have to 
get used to it. The best cricketers will adapt themselves 
the quickest to the changed conditions. The M.C.C. 
team will have gained very valuable experience from 
the tour they have just completed, and the West Indian 
cricketers were the right people to help them to get 
most out of it. The touring team’s record, having 
regard to the opposition they were up against, is a good 
one and West Indians will be glad to think that there 
are ’up and coming young players in this country who 
may be good enough perhaps to win when next the 
West Indians come to test them in England.



86 THE WEST INDIA œMMÎTïEE CIRCULAR April, 1954

oner s
Qlohfook

EVEN on the eve of the Budget Mr. Molotov’s Note 
to the Western Powers has promptly shifted the 
focus of public interest from home to foreign 

affairs. At first sight his proposal that the position of 
the United States as a principal sponsor of European 
defence should be accepted (he vehemently opposed it 
at the Berlin conference) and that the U.S.S.R. should 
become a member of N.A.T.O. seems like another of 
those astonishing diplomatic somersaults for which the 
Soviets have such a gift. It recalls the ominous 
Ribbentrop-Molotov agreement of 15 years ago, by 
which, it was said, the Soviet Union joined the Anti­
Comintern Pact.

There was a good deal of murmuring in the House of 
Commons when the United States turned the offer down 
without consulting the other 13 nations in N.A.T.O., it 
would almost appear unread. After a little quiet 
persuasion from Mr. Eden, however, the suspicion of 
hastiness in the State Department was allayed. Thé 
offer was without doubt cleverly calculated and timed to 
achieve two objects. N.A.T.O. being a purely defensive 
alliance made necessary by Soviet intransigeance, the 
inevitable rejection of the U.S.S.R. as a member would 
give a plausible ground for declaring it to be aggressive 
in purpose ; and this, so far at least as Russian home 
opinion is concerned, has probably been achieved. 
The other object was to take advantage of the pre­
carious division of opinion in France, now approaching 
a decision on the ratification of the European Defence 
Community, by suddenly introducing a fresh bone of 
contention. The prompt Amèrican action may well 
be the most effective way of strengthening the resolution 
of the French Government at a critical moment. There 
is no reason to doubt that British and American states­
men will stand together on the issue.

* * *
The background to these heart-searchings was the 

staggering effect on the public mind of the descriptions 
of the latest American experiments with the hydrogen 
bomb. They followed some recent sombre reflections 
by the Prime Minister on the implications of these 
formidable engines of destruction, and there has been 
a new awakening to the realization that what is at stake 
may be the survival of human life on this planet It is 
scarcely surprising that there have been passionate 
protests in Parliament, one or two angry scenes and 
entreaties to the Government to appeal to the United 
States to- stop these terrifying experiments. Sir 
Winston Churchill has needed all his powers to allav 
apprehension, explaining first that it is probably beyond 
our Government’s power to influence American policy 
in this matter, and secondly that we cannot afford for 

rf the WOTld to relax when we know
that the Communists have the hydrogen bomb and will 
exploit it ruthlessly. (“Is the right honourable 
gentleman aware,” asked one of his Opposition 
sympathizers as the Prime Minister wrestled Xh 
-abour objectors that some people seem more con­

cerned for the safety of Russia than for that of the 

United Kingdom ? ”) The official position, in terms 
of practical politics, is impregnable ; nevertheless there 
is no disguising that the public conscience is pro­
foundly disturbed.

* * *
I do not know whether this upheaval in the public 

mind has anything to do with the remarkable success 
achieved by the Reverend Billy Graham, a young 
gentleman who, at the head of a large team of trained 
evangelists, has arrived from the United States to try 
and reconvert the lukewarm or backsliding masses of 
London for active Christianity. Mr. Graham and his 
staff are abundantly supplied with money—-raised^ I 
believe, by voluntary subscription in the United States­
and work to the highest American technical standards 
of business efficiency and publicity. They are holding 
crowded meetings every night in a large hall in a 
northern suburb. Undoubtedly more important than 
the highly developed technique is the simplicity, charm, 
and deep sincerity of Mr. Graham himself, who has 
won the good will of our native ministers of every shade 
of religion. Well over 300,000 people attended his 
meetings in the first month, and great numbers of these 
have signed his forms of promise to continue in the 
practice of organized religion. Mr. Graham has a 
“ follow-up ” system to keep these disciples up to tin 
mark, though he has no intention of setting up as a 
riyal to any of the existing churches and chapels they 
will naturally attend. It is many years since London 
has seen a missionary movement on such a scale.

* * *
Preparations arc being made at the College of Ann? 

for the renewed sittings of that picturesque mediaeval 
survival, the Court of Chivalry. Most people, I imagine, 
arc quite unaware that the Court does survive, for it 
has not sat since 1737, and since that time, defying the 
pained protests of heralds and antiquaries, and the 
mockery of the armorially stricter Scots, great numbers 
of people have felt free to flaunt any armorial bearing5 
they liked, registered or unregistered, their own or other 
people’s, secure that the Court, which regulates these 
matters, is unlikely to intervene. Now, however, 
the corporation of one of our cities, exasperated bv the 
impunity with which its arms are displayed by public 
houses, cinemas, laundries and even bookmakers, ha? 
decided to bring a friendly action against the local 
1 alace of Varieties, in order to test the powers of the 
Court to protect.

It seems that the Duke of Norfolk, as hereditary Earl 
Marshal of England, will, on receipt of the petition 
setting forth the grievances of the council, have no 
option but to convene the court. It sits in the seven- 
teenth-century hall of the College of Arms, the heralds 
a ending in their gorgeously-emblazoned tabard? 
anc the Earl Marshal himself presiding, adorned (if 
amusing old cartoon by Rowlandson is accurate) wit1 
a owenng headdress of ostrich feathers which alone"1' 
make the session memorable in the annals of fashion-

{Continued at foot of page 88)
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British Guiana’s Progress
Great Strides in Recent Years

Writing from Georgetown on March 22nd our corre- 
n spondent states

“ In presenting to British Guiana’s Legislative 
Council, on March 18th, a special Budget covering 
the colony’s new Two-Year Development Plan (see last 
Circular, page 67), Sir Frank MacDavid, Minister for 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines, and deputy 
chairman of the Economic Council, said a number of 
things which had long needed saying.

“Sir Frank condemned as arrant nonsense the idea, 
prevalent among many people, that British Guiana is still 
a much-neglected country and that nothing was done by 
past administrations and the British Government to 
advance its economic and social progress. The truth, he 
said, was that British Guiana had achieved very real 
progress over the last 20 years and particularly during 
the last 10 years ; that it had overcome most of the 
formidable difficulties inherent in its geographical and 
physical situation, and that its present problems arose 
out of that very success. The sea defence problems had 
been almost entirely solved, and the inception of large- 
scale drainage and irrigation works promised ultimately 
to solve drainage and irrigation problems also.

“ Georgetown, he continued, had been transformed 
into a fine city, properly sewered and drained and with 
fine roads and streets and buildings. The people of the 
rural areas had been provided with good potable water 
through a system of artesian wells. Then there had been 
the complete eradication of malaria, so that at last the 
country had become healthy and had achieved a natural 
increase in population. The effect of this was seen 
in the fact that some 38 per cent, of the population was 
now under 15 years of age—and that population increase 
was the core of the present problem. There was now a 
shortage of schools and houses, and of employment. 
To maintain and improve the people’s standard of living 
there must be more of those things and more cultivable 
land, more equipment, more industry. Speedy action 
was needed.

“ It was essential, said Sir Frank, that the canker of 
self-deception and self-deprecation should be removed 
from the minds of the people. They must cease to 
believe that they and their country were failures and 
what was worse, failures through the evil machinations 
of others. They must also cease to believe that the 
world owed them a living—and a good living. The 
good things of this world came only by hard work.

“ Sir Frank wholeheartedly subscribed to the con­
demnation by the clergy of the deterioration among 
the people of moral and spiritual standards, of discipline 
and of respect for law and order and the rights of others. 
What was needed was what His Excellency had asked 
tor in his broadcasts—everybody’s co-operation and 
more energetic action.

Some Facts from Mr. Raatgever
Associating himself with Sir Frank’s remarks, Mi. 

W. J. Raatgever, Deputy Speaker, quoted from the 
Annual Report on British Guiana as follows

‘ During the five years, 1947-1952, nearly $50,000,000 
foreign capital was invested in British Guiana. Apart 

from the grants received: from Her Majesty's Govern­
ment, and loans raised in London, amounts totalling 
more than $20,000,000 were put into the sugar industry, 
$11,000,000 of fresh capital into the bauxite industry, 
and $5,500,000 into other mining concerns. Apart 
from this, $7,000,000 were invested by the Colonial 
Development Corporation in forestry development and 
gold mining.’

“ Mr. Raatgever added that the colony had spent over 
$22,000,000 of Her Majesty’s Government’s money— 
$12,000,000 granted by Her Majesty’s Government and 
$10,000,000 lent to the colony. This, with the 
$50,000,000 foreign capital previously mentioned, made 
an investment of over $72,000,000, which had resulted 
in an increase of exports from $35,000,000 in 1947 to 
$82,000,000 in 1952. Imports had risen from $42,000,000 
to $82,000,000 in the same period. This gave the lie 
to any statement that the colony had not progressed 
and that members of the third and fourth Legislative 
Councils had done nothing to increase its prosperity.”

University College Activities

Education Research Centre
Tt is reported that the University College of the West 

Indies is to open an education research and develop­
ment centre for the British Caribbean under the direction 
of Professor Richard D’Aeth, head of the Department of 
Education at the University College. The Carnegie 
Corporation has contributed U.S.$58,000, for an initial 
period of four years, towards the cost of the centre.

The encouragement of the growth of educational 
thought within the area by helping the exchange of 
ideas and experience between the territories, arid 
obtaining expert advice from other countries when 
needed, are to be among the activities of the new centre, 
which will work in co-operation with departments of 
education, training colleges and teachers in the different 
territories without usurping their responsibilities. In 
general the functions of the centre will be similar to 
those exercised by a university institute of education m 
England, and will include research and consultation with 
training colleges in respect of teacher-training schemes.

Crown Agents’ Change of Title

The Queen has been graciously pleased to approve 
that the Crown Agents for the Colonies shall, as from 
April 1st, be styled “The Crown Agents for Oversea 
Governments and Administrations.

The new title will reflect more accurately the present 
function of the Crown Agents. In addition to acting 
business and financial agents m the United Kmgdom 
for the Governments of territories for which the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies is ultimately responsible, the 
Crown Agents also act for municipalities, local govern­
ment administrations, higher education institutions and 
public corporations in oversea territories, and also by 
special arrangement for certain Commonwealth and 
foreign Governments. In the transaction of busmess 
the Crown Agents act on the direct instructions of their 

oversea principals.
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The West India Committee
A meeting of the executive of the West India Com- 

mittee was held on March 18th, the deputy-chairman, 
Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray presiding, in the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. H. Alan Walker, the chairman. The 
following 18 candidates were admitted to member­
ship :—

Nawie Proposer and Seconder
His Honour Charlesworth /Mr. C. Hope Ross

Ross (Montserrat) 5 Mr. B. O. Smellie
Captain Francis Henry j Mr. H. Alan Walker

Formby (London) IMr. J. M. Campbell
Messrs. Lawrence Messer & J Mr. Allan E. Messer, c.b.e.

Co. (London) 1 Sir William Rook
Hon. Robert James Gordon /Mr. W. E. Walwyn

(Nevis) T St. Kitts Sugar Association Ltd.
The St. Vincent Sugar J Mr. H. Alan Walker

Association (St. Vincent) \ Mr. J- M. Campbell
Mr. Leslie Charles Harris, J Mr. Thomas Greenwood 

f.r.i.c.s. (Country) i Mrs. Thomas Greenwood
Mr. George Turner /Mr. J. B. Cuthill

Macdonald (Jamaica) \ Mr. H. Alan Walker
Mr. John McLaren Torrance /Mr. J. B. Cuthill

(Jamaica) J Mr. H. Alan Walker
| The Bank of Nova Scotia 

Mr. A. H. Crockett J (London)
(London) ] The Bank of Nova Scotia

Messrs. M. Golodetz J
(London) J

Mr. David Ronald Cooke I
(Trinidad) J

Mr. Eric S. Stoby j
(British Guiana) ]

His Honour Lieut.-Colonel
Alec Lovelace, m.b.e., m.c. «

(Antigua)

Mr. Albert Edwin James
Stratton

(London)

(Jamaica)
Mr. M. Golodetz
Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques
Mr. W. A. Coupland, c.a.
Mr. D. Andrews
Hon. W. J. Raatgever, c.b.e.
Mr. H. Wakeford
Sir Hilary Blood, c.b.e.,

k.c.m.g.
Sir Harold Tempany, c.m.g., 

c.b.e., d.sc.
Trade Commissioner for the 

British West Indies, British 
Guiana and British Honduras

The Sugar Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation (of Jamaica) Ltd.

Mr. Richard Edward Spear J Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd.
(London) /Mr. H. Wakeford

Mr. Frank Herbert Vines /Mr. C. H. Woodhouse 
(Country) /Mr. Ronald E. Carey

Bye, Ltd. /Mr. Bryan E. King, m.a., ll.b.
(Country) J Mr. H. Alan Walker

XBION Distilleries, Ltd. /Mr. J. M. Campbell 
(British Guiana) /Mr. V. J. Eddie

Obituary
le outset of the meeting the chairman referred 
:at regret, to the deaths of Dr. A. E. C. Beausolei/ 

Africa, Major John Blagrove, of Jamaica, Mr. 
nell, of Jamaica, Mrs. F. M. Scott Johnston, 

and Mr. E. B. Smith, of Trinidad, who was 
=r.

orona Club Dinner

s annual dinner of the Corona Club, the 
series, will be held on Thursday, June 17th, 

>.m. for 7.45 p.m. at the Connaught Rooms' 
jueen Street, Kingsway, W.C.2. The Secretary 

>f State for the Colonies, Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, hopes to 
preside.

Membership of the club is open to all serving and 
retired members of the Colonial Service and of the 
Colonial Office.

U.K. Sugar Beet

Record Yields in 1953
rpnE 1953 crop of sugar beet in the United Kingdom, 
A provisional figures for which are now available, 
broke all records for tonnage, yield per acre and sugar 
production.

Total production of beet reached 5,270,000 tons, more 
than 1,000,000 tons higher than in 1952 and 54,000 tons 
more than the previous record crop in 1950.

Yield per acre, at 13.1 tons of beet, was 2| tons above 
the 1952 yield, and sugar produced, at over 720,000 tons, 
was 43,000 tons more than the previous best in 1950, 
and 150,000 tons more than in 1952.

Average sugar content was 16.31 per cent (not a 
record, and about J per cent less than in 1952), but the 
average weight of sugar per root was the highest yet 
recorded at 110 grammes. Production of dried pulp 
was in excess of 360,000 tons—another record.

There is no doubt that 1953 was a favourable season. 
Growth conditions were good throughout, harvesting 
was greatly facilitated by the open autumn, and there 
was little loss from virus yellows. It should, however, 
be noted that there has been a considerable and con­
sistent improvement in sugar beet production in the 
United Kingdom since the end of the war, a proof 
of which is the fact that the six heaviest crops so far 
grown have all been during that period.

Two New Puisne Judges Appointed

It was announced on March 23rd that the Queen had 
been pleased to approve the appointment of Mr. Clyde 
V. H. Archer, Solicitor-General, Trinidad and Tobago, 
to be Puisne Judge in that territory.

Mr. Archer was bom in Barbados in 1904, and 
educated at Combermere School and Harrison College, 
Barbados, and at Cambridge University. He was 
called to the Bar of Gray’s Inn in June, 1927. He was in 
private practice in Barbados from 1928 to 1930 when 
he was appointed Clerk to the Attorney-General, Bar­
bados. He was appointed Police Magistrate in 1935, 
and a Judge of the Bridgetown Petty Debt Court in 
1938. Mr. Archer was appointed to the post of Legal 
Draftsman, Trinidad and Tobago, in 1944, and to his 
present post of Solicitor-General in 1953.

On March 26th it was announced that Her Majesty 
had been pleased to approve the appointment of Mr- 
Keith L. Gordon, Magistrate, Trinidad, to be Puisne 
Judge, Windward and Leeward Islands.

Mr. Gordon was born in St. Lucia in 1906, and was 
educated at St. Mary’s College in that island. He was 
called to the Bar of the Middle Temple in 1935, and 
three years later was appointed a Police Magistrate m 
Grenada. He became Crown Attorney in Dominica in 
1942, and in 1943 was appointed to his present post111 
Trinidad and Tobago.

{Continued from page 86)
But the ancient power of the Court of Chivalry, in case» 
inconclusive evidence, to order trial by battle seems to 
have perished in consequence of a spoilsport Act passe 
by Parliament in 1819.
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British Honduras and Guatemala

Report of Sir Reginald Sharpe

IT was announced in the House of Commons on 
March 10th, in reply to a question by Mr. Roland 
Robinson, that in view of the allegations which 

had been made from time to time of connexions between 
the People’s United Party, British Honduras, and the 
Guatemalan Government, it had been decided that an 
impartial inquiry should be held as soon as possible by 
a commissioner appointed from outside the colony.

A week later it was announced that Sir Reginald 
Sharpe, Q.C., had been selected to carry out the inquiry 
with the following terms of reference :—

To investigate and report upon allegations brought to his 
notice by the Government of British Honduras of contacts 
between the People’s United Party or its members on the one 
hand, and authorities, organizations or persons in Guatemala 
or their representatives in British Honduras on the other hand. 
He arrived in Belize on March 23rd and at once 

started to take evidence.
On March 29th, Sir Reginald read part of his report 

to officials, public and press who had gathered in the 
Court House. He said :—

In my commission from the Governor I was directed 
to announce my findings publicly at the Court House, 
Belize, after the conclusion of the taking of all the 
evidence at the Inquiry, and that is what I am now 
about to do. That direction does not require me to 
read out the whole of my report : I will only read two 
paragraphs from it.

Paragraph 11. The first thing for me now to do is 
state the allegations, which were brought to my notice 
by the Governor of British Honduras, of contacts 
between the People’s United Party or its members on 
the one hand and authorities, organizations of persons 
in Guatemala or their representatives in British Hon­
duras on the other hand. Those allegations were at no 
time formulated before me by the Attorney General m 
any precise form, but I think that the following may be 
said to be a fair statement of such allegations .

(1) That early in 1950, George Price, the secretary oi 
the People’s United Party, was sending to tne 
Guatemalan Consul in Belize'written copies oi speecnes 
made by him (George Price) in Belize.

(2) That during the public holiday on SePlem^ 
10th, 1951, a truck took part in a procession througl 
the streets of Belize, which truck was decorated win 
flags of the People’s United Party which had been sen 
to the said partv from Guatemala.

(3) That in the latter part of October, 195 , |
Pnce, the secretary of the People’s United 
having or seeking to have secret meeting in Beh 
the Guatemalan Consul here. the

(4) That in the autumn of 1951, George . ’ ian 
secretary of the P.U.P., received from the Guate

onsul in Belize the sum of $500 (a) to cover, 
c?ntribution towards the costs of the defence of 
^ehardson and three others who, at or a .-¡fish 
T^e stooj their trial in the Supreme C<)U* r ep?o 
Muras for sedition, and/or (b) to pay 
mP^ed upon Armando Diaz, another of the a

(5) That between September 14th and the 22nd, 1951, 
Phillip Goldson, the assistant secretary of the P.U.P., 
had an interview in Guatemala City with the President 
of Guatemala and a discussion with the Guatemalan 
Foreign Minister on the subject of obtaining from 
Guatemala a supply of newsprint for the Belize Billboard.

(6) That on November 28th, 1951, there was broadcast 
from the Government Broadcasting Station in Guatemala 
City an anti-British speech or talk, the material for the 
same having been supplied to the said broadcasting 
station by the P.U.P.

(7) That on or about October 20th, 1952, leading 
officials and members of the P.U.P. attended a social 
party given by the Guatemalan Consul in Belize.

(8) That on or about December 7th, 1952, the P.U.P. 
caused a document containing a statement of its policy 
to be secretly conveyed to the Guatemalan Government ; 
and

(9) That Leigh Richardson, the leader of the P.U.P., 
took the occasion of a visit which he paid to Guatemala 
for domestic reasons in January and February, 1953, 

(«)
to see the Foreign Minister of Guatemala :—

in order to secure his help in implementing 
urgently a promise previously made by the 
Guatemalan Consul in Belize that between 5,000 
and 6,000 dollars would be given to the P.U.P. for 
the newspaper which was its official voice ;
in order to ask him not to change the Guatemalan 
Consul in Belize, whose recall the British Minister 
was demanding, unless the person replacing him 
was one who could be trusted by the P.U.P. , and 
in order to obtain from him certain political
information. .

Paragraph 4L I will now summarize my findings on 
the allegations hereinbefore appearing in paragraph 11

am not satisfied upon the evidence before me 
that early in 1950, George Price, the secretary of the 
P U P. was sending to the Guatemalan Consul in Belize 
written copies of speeches made by him (George Price) 

m (TT am not satisfied upon the evidence before me 

that the flags with which the P.U.P. truck was decorated 
S the profession on September 10th, 1951, had been 

epnt tn the said party from Guatemala.
(3) There is no evidence before me that in the lattei 

part of October, 1951, George Price, the secretary of the 
P U.P. had any secret meeting m Belize with the 
Guatemalan Consul here and I am not satisfied upon 
the evidence before me that he was seeking to have any 
such meeting at or about that time.

(4) Tam satisfied upon the evidence before me that 
in the autumn of 1951, George Price, the secretary of the 
P.U.P. received from the Guatemalan Consul m Belize 

’ x in connexion with the costs of the defence 
Tleigh rS "and three others who at or about 
oi j^eign trial in the Supreme Court of
British’Honduras for sedition. I am also satisfied that
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the 8500 came from Guatemala, but I am not in a 
position to say from what source in that country it 
came, nor am I able to say whether it was used exclu­
sively in payment of costs or whether it was used in 
part to pay the fine imposed upon the accused Armando 
Diaz.

(5) I am satisfied upon the evidence that between 
September 14th and 22nd, 1951, Phillip Goldson, the 
assistant secretary of the P.U.P., had an interview in 
Guatemala City with the President of Guatemala, 
which interview was something more than a momentary 
and formal handshaking, and that at or about the same 
time also in Guatemala City Phillip Goldson had a 
discussion with a Guatemalan minister on the subject 
of obtaining from Guatemala a supply of newsprint for 
the Belize Billboard, which newspaper I find to be, 
without doubt, the official voice of the P.U.P., but 
I am not able to say whether it was in fact the Foreign 
Minister with whom Phillip Goldson had this discussion 
about newsprint.

(6) I am satisfied upon the evidence that on Novem­
ber 28th, 1951, the broadcast then made from the 
Government Broadcasting Station in Guatemala City 
was based upon material supplied to the said broad- 
l^U^P^ S^a^On by 01 through the instrumentality of the

(7) I am satisfied upon the evidence that on or about 
October 20th, 1952, leading officials and members of the 
P.U.P. attended a social party given by the Guatemalan 
Consul in Belize, but the evidence does not indicate that 
those persons attended the Consul’s party in their 
cajiacity of officials or members of the P.U.P., but 
rather that they did so either as private individuals or 
it not as private individuals then as officials or members 
of the General Workers Union. A large number of 
guests were present including the public relations officer 
ot the Government of British Honduras.

(8) I am satisfied upon the evidence that on or about 
December /th, 1952, George Price, the secretary of the 
1 copies United Party, caused documents A to be 
secretly conveyed to the Guatemalan Government.

(9) I_am satisfied upon the evidence that in February 
9 TA' KIcl}ardson. the leader of the People’s 

United Partv, had interviews in Guatemala with repre- 
h! thC ®ovcrnment of that country, but 

whether with a minister or with an official I cannot sav 
nr.d " i T °f the lnstl?ctlons g'ven or recommendations 
made to him previously by George Price the seerpfarv 
of the People’s United Party, as fet forth in do^ 

and J am satisfied that the purpose of such interviews 
was substantially as set forth under the three subheads 
W, (b) and (c) of Head (9) in paragraph 11 hereof 
Document A is the one dated December 3rd 1952 

my report and detiver it to the Governor 
later this afternoon. I fully expect that he will make it 
available to the public as soon as it can be Xed 
bu it runs to about 70 pages and will of necessity take 
a little time to print. Document B* to which I have 
and Treferred J? und<>ubtedly an important document 
and I am making copies of it available at once as part 
of this present announcement. I am much obliged to

♦This document has been received -is A, F
hope to publish it in next issue. Ed. b ° Press‘ e 

you, Mr. Attorney, and to you too, Mr. Balderamos, 
for the assistance which you have both afforded me 
in the conduct of this Inquiry.

The Colony’s Constitution
On behalf of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 

Mr. J. Foster supplied the following information in the 
House of Commons on March 17th, to Mr. Royle:—'

There have been reports that we have found it 
necessary to suspend the Constitution of British Hon­
duras. This is not true. What has happened is that 
there have been persistent rumours and allegations that 
one of the political parties in British Honduras has been 
seeking aid from the Government of Guatemala—a 
Government which for some time has been pressing a 
claim to this British territory. The best way of clearing 
the matter up is to have an independent investigation, 
and that is what we are going to do. In the meantime, 
the consideration of the Bill embodying certain of the 
provisions of the new Constitution is proceeding in the 
local Legislature.

North American Industry

Plan for Operation in B.W.I.
THK loronlo Globe was quoted in a recent Caribbean 

Review broadcast as reporting that Canadian and 
Lnited States manufacturéis were planning industrial 
projects in the British Caribbean territories.

I he purpose, said the report, was to evade trade 
restrictions imposed by Britain in her drive to conserve 
dollars. Operating inside the sterling bloc, American 
and Canadian manufacturers would find they had an 
automatic outlet for their products. It would suit 
dollar investors to go to the Caribbean since they would 
enjoy Empire preference and be free of the five per cent 
tariff they had to pay on goods exported to sterling 
areas. Britain itself, the report continued, was not a 
[. place for branch operations because it was already 
uglily industrialized and did not offer concessions to 
new industries.

Housing Experts for British Guiana

As announced by the Secretary of State for the 
o onies in the House of Commons on February 8th, 

[see last Circular, page 67] provision has been made 
tor the expenditure of £2,000,000 on housing in British 
Huiana during the next two years. This is in addition 
to the expenditure of over £500,000 from sugar funds 

speed up the replacement of antiquated accommoda­
tion on the sugar estates.
a T5e Government of British Guiana have invited Mr- 
„ H1ckmbotham, Assistant Secretary, Ministry 01 
„ ^q^lsl^?^.and Local Government, to visit British Guiana 
and advise on the whole housing problem. He will be 
ac^mPanied by Mr. J. C. Walker, an architect on the 
Roti. 1V ¡° ^usmg Adviser to the Colonial 0^’ 
Both left London by air for British Guiana on March 

th and are expected to return in about three months-
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Lord Lyle of Westbourne Tropical Agriculture

AS we reported, with great regret, in last issue, Lord 
Lyle of Westbourne died at his home at Bourne­

mouth on March 6th.
Lord Lyle was a leading industrial figure and in 

addition to being president of Tate & Lyle, Ltd., and 
chairman of the West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd., was the 
head, or a director, of several other concerns.

He was equally well known as a politician and before 
being raised to the Peerage, in 1945, sat in the House 
of Commons for the Stratford Division of West Ham 
(1918-22), Epping Division of Essex (1923-24) and 
Bournemouth (1940-45). He was for a time Parlia­
mentary Private Secretary to Mr. C. A. McCurdy, 
K.C., M.P., then Food Controller.

In his younger days Lord. Lyle was a prominent 
sportsman and had represented England at lawn tennis. 
He was for some years president of the Lawn Tennis 
Association and president of the Professional Golfers’ 
Association.

Lord Lyle came into great prominence a few years 
ago as a result of his energetic fight against the national­
ization of the sugar industry in which he was assisted 
by “ Mr. Cube.” In connexion with this well-known 
figure The Times, in a memoir of Lord Lyle writes :

Mr. Cube,’ comical and more often than not satirical, 
was a stroke of genius and was taken to the hearts of 
innumerable housewives up and down the country. It 
was, indeed, on Lord Lyle’s part at any rate, a good 
humoured fight and largely because of this quality its 
modest and unassuming originator was successful.”

Lord Lyle was a generous contributor to many worthy 
causes, and like his father before him, gave considerable 
financial help and much of his time to Queen Mary’s 
Hospital for the East End : he was its chairman from 
1916 to 1931 and then deputy-president. He also gave 
generous support to an orphanage, the Royal Wanstcad 
School, and was its treasurer from 1924 until his death. 
.Among many tributes to Lord Lyle was one from 

in the March 13th issue of the Ministry of
Bulletin, in the course of which he writes: In 

?e Ministry of Food, we shall remember him most for 
invaluable services of his company during the war, 
afterwards, when great problems of supply and

1^1 U^On. to be overcome. The complete and 
v efficient organization of Tate & Lyle was un-

^ervediy put at the disposal of the Ministry and proved 
‘ . factor in maintaining a fair system of sugar
Zoning.”
held congrcgation attended the memorial service 
23rd Michael’s, Cornhill, London, E.C., on March 
of hn+i t action to members of the family, Members 
thoc 1 ^°uses of Parliament and business associates, 
thA?resent included Mr. L M. Campbell (representing 
Ironi ^dia Committee, the Imperial College o 
Ni-m S Agriculture and the West Indian Chib), Mr. 
Comm Cphers(,n> M.P., and Mr. P. Broadbent (the 
Alan ?n^eaith Producers’ Organization), Lieut.-Colonc 
ClaL (E. A. de Pass & Co., Ltd.), Mr. W. K

pthJ <E- D. & F. Man), Mr. W. O’Toole (British 
Abt W iner>')’ Mr. A. E. V. Barton, representing Mr.

a *cr who was unable to attend, and nurses an 
{Continued at foot of next column)

The New Series
y^iTH the first issue for 1954 Tropical Agriculture^ 

the Journal of the Imperial College of Tropical
Agriculture, appears in its new format.

Heralded in an editorial some six months ago, the 
new publication has been awaited with interest. Of 
recent years there has been such expansion of the 
work of the College, coupled with an extension of its 
influence on research in tropical agriculture brought 
about by the spread of past students throughout the 
Commonwealth and Empire, that a widening of the 
scope of the journal has seemed to be inevitable.

Now it has come about. Edited by two persons 
associated with the College, one (at present the principal, 
Dr. Herklots) resident thereat, and the other (Mr. G. B. 
Masefield, an associate of the College) resident in 
Oxford, who have the assistance of a scientific advisory 
panel of eight members eminent in the science and 
practice of agriculture, the journal is now published 
in England on behalf of the College by. Butterworth’s 
Scientific Publications, 88, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
from whom copies may be obtained at £2 per annum or 
10s. per quarterly number, post free. The date of 
publication of the respective numbers is the 15th of 
January, April, July and October.

The first article in the first issue of the new series, 
appropriately enough, is by the Chairman of the Govern­
ing Body of the College, Professor Sir Frank Engledow, 
and is the text of an address on agricultural policy in 
the colonial territories which he delivered to the Colonial 
Office Conference of Directors of Agriculture at Wye 
in September, 1953. Other articles deal with termites 
and tropical agriculture, the control of cattle ticks in 
Uganda by spraying the cattle, rice research in Sierra 
Leone pepper culture in Sarawak, the need for enclosure 
and land resettlement in Nigerian agriculture, and the 
teaching of tropical agriculture in the Netherlands. 
There is one contribution from the College, a third paper 
by Mr H Schroo on the use of pot tests in research on the 
fertility of sugar cane soils, and there are the usual 
reviews of books on agricultural subjects. The list of 
members of the College staff is now omitted, and a 
number of advertisements have been introduced.

Thus already, in the first issue, there is evidence of 
the wide field now to be covered. With the maintenance 
of the high standard of contributions observed in the 
past Tropical Agriculture should enhance the great 
reputation it already enjoys among agricultural scientists 
and scientific agriculturists throughout the world. The 
good wishes of all who are interested m tropical 
agriculture go with those responsible for the preparation 
and publication of this indispensable journal.

(Continued from preceding column) 

members of the staffs of Moorfields Eye Hospital and 
of Oueen Mary’s Hospital for the East End.

Memorial services were held in Jamaica at Kingston, 
Aliev and Savanna-la-Mar. The Chamber of Com- 
merc<: of Jamaica and other bodies passed resolutions 
expressing regret at the death of Lord Lyle.



92 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR April, 1954

British Guiana Sedition Trial

First in Colony’s History
Qur correspondent, writing from Georgetown on 

March 20th, states: “ The trial for sedition of 
Mr. Nasrudeen, a member of the People’s Progressive 
Party, lasted eight days and excited great interest. 
It was the first sedition trial in the history of British 
Guiana. The Crown alleged that on September 20th 
last in the hearing of liege subjects of Our Lady the 
Queen Mr. Nasrudeen uttered a seditious speech, the 
purport of which was that the strike of sugar workers 
was an industrial fight which would have to involve 
bloodshed, that the workers of the colony would have 
to resort to force and violence to obtain what they 
wanted if they failed to do so by constitutional means, 
and that they would obtain guns and money for that 
purpose ; that the Queen was ‘ nobody ’ ; that she 
was only a symbol of imperialism, and was using certain 
persons in the colony in an unworthy manner.

“ For the Crown were Mr. G. M. Farnum, Solicitor- 
General, Mr. J. A. Luckhoo and Mr. S. Ramphal; for 
the defence, Mr. D. N. Pritt, Q.C., who defended Jomo 
Kenyatta in the famous Mau-Mau trial, associated with 
Mr. J. Haynes, Mr. L. F. S. Bumham, ex-P.P.P. govern­
ment minister, and Mr. J. R. S. Luck.

The first day was spent by the defending counsel 
in trying unsuccessfully to persuade the judge that 
sedition was an offence unknown to the law of this 
colony, and that therefore the indictment should be 
quashed. The next three days were spent in a battle 
royal over the selection of jurymen. The Crown 
challenged three jurymen peremptorily; the defence 
challenged three peremptorily and two to ‘ show cause ’ 
on the grounds that they had shown hostility to everv- 
body connected with the P.P.P. ; and at the end of the 
fourth day only one juryman was as yet sworn. Each 
of the two jurors challenged ‘for cause’ was ‘tried’ 
m the judge s chambers by a jury of two persons picked 
at random by the judge from among the spectators in 
court. Ihe first two-man jury could not agree and 
another was picked which did not find any reason why 
the juryman should not serve. Another pair of ‘ triers ’ 
found likewise concerning the second juryman challenged 

for cause.’ '
On the fifth day of the trial, all the jurymen were 

sworn and the evidence was led. The witnesses for the 
prosecution were two newspaper reporters who had 
taken notes at Mr. Nasrudeen’s meeting for possible 
publication, a police superintendent, a detective sergeant 
and a detective constable. One of the reporters was too 
Hl to come to court and his depositions were read • the 
other reporter said that he had lost the notebook in 
which he had taken shorthand notes of Mr. Nasrudeen’s 
speech and he was allowed to read from a transcript 
he had made after the meeting. A tape recording 
of the meeting made by the police was mentioned in 
court but was not produced. In his address the defence 
counsel suggested that the prosecution did not produce 
their ea^ 'Vhc^1 r Were afraid d would destroy 
not produced the Sollcitor-General replied that he had 
nW / ^yecording because he had had doubts 
about its admissibility, but that if the defence asked 

for it, they could not afterwards make its inadmissibility 
grounds for an appeal. The prosecution were willing to 
play the recording to the jury. Mr. Pritt objected, 
arguing that the prosecution were trying to use irregular 
procedure designed to put the defence into a dilemma, 
and the judge ruled that the recording should not be 
played to the jury.

“ The defendant made a short statement of denial 
from the dock upon which he could not be cross-examined 
and the defence called no witnesses.

“ The judge’s summing up left the case ‘ wide open. 
After two hours deliberation the jury returned an 11 to 
one verdict of ‘ Not Guilty.’

“ Next day the Crown withdrew the charge against 
Mr. Bowman, the other P.P.P. member who had been 
charged with sedition.”

Development in St. Lucia

QA RIBBEAN REVIEW, in a recent weekly news 
broadcast, announced the official release of informa­

tion in regard to development schemes to be put in 
hand in St. Lucia.

The fourth session of the West Indian Conference of 
the Caribbean Commission, held in Curacao in 1950, 
had recommended that the services of experts should be 
obtained to assist in a programme of land improve­
ment and development in St. Lucia and St. Vincent. 
Two United States experts had visited the islands, and 
in February last the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
approved a number of schemes submitted to him 
through the Governor of the Windward Islands by the 
Development Commissioner in November last year.

Ihe allocations for the St. Lucia schemes are to be 
provided from a sum of £200,000 earmarked under the 
present Colonial Development and Welfare Act for the 
implementation of a programme of development in 
the island, and the total cost of the schemes to be 
started immediately is to be a little over £128,000.

Approximately £22,000 have been allotted for a 
livestock improvement scheme which provides for the 
improvement of livestock and pasturage in the Vieux 
bort aiea and the establishment of a livestock improve­
ment centre. The enlargement of the existing cocoa 
propagation station at Union to provide an adequate 
supply of planting materials for the rapid and large 

cocoa industry, is to absorb about 
£28’000. A general investigation and development 
scheme, which includes provisions for the multiplication 
and distribution of planting materials of main export 
crops to smallholders ; the initiation of field crop and 
ot ler investigations ; marketing organization and 
accommodation ; soil conservation and pest and 
disease control, will be financed to the extent of £21,000. 
yearly £57,000 are allocated for the pro vision of addi­
tional staff in the Agricultural Department to carry out 
the developments. The appointments in view comprise 
a senior field officer, three agricultural assistants and 12 
agneu tural instructors, an agricultural engineer, a 
senior livestock officer, marketing and produce inspection 
staff and cocoa nurserymen.
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Trinidad Chamber of Commerce

West Indian Citrus

THE annual general meeting of the Trinidad Cham­
ber of Commerce, held in Port-of-Spain on March 
25th, marked the Diamond Jubilee of the Chamber.

Reference to this was made by the retiring president, 
the Hon. Alan Storey, who in welcoming the Governor, 
Sir Hubert Rance, and Mr. Albert Gomes, Minister of 
Labour, Industry and Commerce, said how fitting it 
was that they should be present at this anniversary. 
It was the third successive occasion on which the 
Chamber had been honoured by the presence of the 
Governor at their annual general meeting. His presence 
was evidence of his continuing interest in the activities 
of the Chamber, and of his desire to foster the closest 
collaboration between the commercial community 
represented by the Chamber, and the government.

The welcome presence of the Hon. Albert Gomes 
afforded an opportunity of expressing the Chamber’s 
appreciation of the friendly atmosphere in which all 
negotiations with him and his officers had been con­
ducted during the past year. The members of the 
Chamber were grateful to him, not only for the 
sympathetic manner in which he had invariably listened 
to their representations, but for his ready understanding 
of their many and diverse problems.

During the past year important and varied subjects 
had been dealt with, but many matters and problems 
were still unsolved, and Mr. Storey reviewed the affairs 
of the colony, in retrospect and in prospect, in the 
following terms :—

A year ago I referred to several important issues which 
had been exercising our attention and government’s for 
some considerable time. I would like to refer to them 
again, because it is right that our appreciation should 
be expressed on the action which government has been 
able to take in bringing us nearer to successful issues— 
and when I refer to government in this connexion, I am 
well aware of the personal interest the Governor has 
taken in them, and also how much we are indebted 
to the Hon. Albert Gomes for his realistic approach 
and persistent efforts to secure results.

The Venezuelan Surtax
Firstly : After nearly 70 years the removal of the 

30 per cent Antilles surtax on some of our imports into 
Venezuela has been achieved in principle. It is hoped 
that not only will the machinery be devised to give 
practical effect to this new understanding, but also that 
this partial exemption will prove to be only a stepping 
stone to complete equality of trading rights, which 
others enjoy, with our nearest and wealthiest neighbour.

Secondly-. The accession of this colony to the U.K./ 
U.S.A. Reciprocal Taxation Convention, according to 
the last advices received, is just around the comer and 
likely to become an accomplished fact in the near 
future. This Convention provides for a reduction in 
the taxation on dividends from U.S.A, securities held 
by citizens domiciled in the colonies from 30 per cent 
to 15 per cent. The part that government has played 
ln this matter is greatly appreciated.

Association Suggested

Thirdly : The progressive removal of wartime controls 
has proceeded in a most orderly and satisfactory manner 
during the past twelve months, with a minimum of 
dislocation to the economy of the island. I should be 
sadly lacking if I did not take this opportunity of 
paying a very high tribute to the Minister for Labour, 
Industry and Commerce for his courageous approach to 
one of the most difficult post-war problems. Events 
have proved that not only was the sequence of the 
de-control measures beyond responsible criticism, but 
the timing of each one was well chosen. No doubt the 
remaining controls will be buried in like fashion pro­
gressively as circumstances warrant. I would throw 
out the suggestion that some of the routine currency 
controls such as foreign currency for travel purposes, 
renewals of subscriptions for foreign periodicals and 
such-like now administered in the Financial Secretary’s 
office, or the Control Board, should be decentralized to 
the banks, where it seems to me government could now 
properly deposit them with advantage to all concerned, 
as now pertains in the United Kingdom.

In the matter of rent control it is welcomed that new 
commercial premises will no longer be subject to the 
provisions of the Rent Restrictions Ordinance. Govern­
ment’s recent measures do not satisfy us, but it is at 
least encouraging that a start has been made in shedding 
these wartime restrictions.

Trade with Canada
Fourthly : There has been some, but unfortunately 

not very much, progress in the relaxation of restrictions 
in our trade with our traditional customers and suppliers 
in Canada. Perhaps extension of the open general 
licence system to a wider range of items is the most 
practical approach to this problem until free converti­
bility of sterling becomes an accomplished fact. 
Developments in this connexion are eagerly awaited by 
the commercial community.

Fifthly : The appointment of a sub-committee to 
consider the establishment of a Foreign Trade Zone or 
Free Port Area in Port-of-Spain is greatly welcomed. 
It seems to me this is a proposal requiring an early 
decision, as a suitable site is available today which 
tomorrow may be found to have been appropriated for 
other purposes of a less productive nature.

Apart from what I have already mentioned there has 
been the opening of the power station in Tobago and 
also at Penal. The Penal Generating Station is a 
further step forward in the island-wide electricity 
scheme—designed to meet the needs of industrial 
expansion and for our farming community, and last 
but not least, those social amenities without which there 
is so little attraction for our increasing population to 
settle in the rural areas. There was the coming into 
operation recently of the 23rd pioneer industry, and 
finally the aid granted to the citrus industry for the 
establishment of a treating plant for the conversion of 
citrus offal to valuable stock feed. The completion of 
the plant in the very near future is almost a record o
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skilful planning and efficient erection, undertaken 
entirely by our local technicians.

There are many other important achievements in the 
commercial field, and government has recently adopted 
the enlightened policy of giving further encouragement 
to industry in this colony by exempting from import 
duty not only “ raw materials ” but also “ supplies 
and components.”

What I have recounted records a part of the achieve­
ments of government in the commercial sphere in the 
last twelve months, achievements with which any 
government may, indeed, be satisfied, but not com­
placent. Though much has been done, much still 
remains to be done.

And what of the future ? May I follow the precedent 
I established myself a year ago, and mention briefly 
some of the urgent problems which face us, and some 
of the measures which seem to be desirable for the 
progressive expansion of the economy of the colony, 
measures designed to assist the problem of providing 
employment for our rapidly increasing population.

Firstly : No one disputes that agriculture is the back­
bone of the economy for the majority of our people. 
Large areas now lying fallow can be brought into 
efficient production. This, however, needs capital. 
The “ Grow More Food ” Committee recommended 
amendments to our income tax legislation, to provide 
encouragement for the investment of capital in develop­
ing these new lands, thereby providing further oppor­
tunities for employment. We are gratified that govern­
ment is likely to give favourable consideration to the 
committee’s recommendations. I only hope that it may 
be possible for government to take positive action during 
the present session of the Legislative Council.

Shipping and Docking Facilities
Secondly : Encouragement to the local shipping 

industry seems to warrant government consideration. 
Is it in keeping with modem practice in other countries 
that prospective shipowners should be required to pay 
import duty on commercial vessels which operate in 
territorial waters and on ocean-going voyages ? Is it 
fitting that Trinidad shipowners should be required to 
pay import duty on the cost of repairs executed else­
where, because adequate docking facilities are not 
available in Port-of-Spain ?

Apart from these matters I suggest that government 
might be well advised to issue a policy statement in 
respect to the establishment of new modem docking 
lacihties, vis-à-vis the present monopoly enjoyed by the 
government slipway. I can conceive of no more worthv 
enterprise, which the Colonial Development Corporation 
might encourage by substantial capital investment than 
the construction of a graving dock at this strategic hub 
of the international shipping routes. I believe that 
there are many vessels waiting to use such facilities • 
not only those of our own oil companies, but those 
operatmg m Eastern Venezuela, the shuttle vessels 
operating between the transhipment terminals in 
Stosh^Gnh?bTXlte mmeS “ Dutch Guiana ai«l 
British Guiana, and many other vessels. All these 
DoX"^^ t0 USe the Somment slipX 
nocking and ship repairs provide employment and 
revenue. The government slipway is now SablTof 
providing present-day needs, €ut ^thZ mon^ty L 

virtually behaving like a “ dog in the manger.” I do 
hope that government will issue a policy statement, if 
the principle is agreed that government does wish to 
encourage expansion in this sphere.

The Citrus Industry
Thirdly : The citrus industry of this island, and in 

fact of the British Caribbean, is threatened with ruin 
due to subsidization in one form or another in other 
producing countries, viz., direct government subsidies 
to the United States growers or indirect subsidies by 
means of an artificial rate of exchange for the growers in 
Israel. The Hon. Minister has recently announced the 
Trinidad government’s desire for an early conference of 
the Caribbean territories affected. This seems un­
doubtedly to be far away the best course to steer. A 
united front must be presented in London for repre­
sentations to have the fullest chance of success. I am 
sure our growers will await eagerly developments along 
these lines, and appreciate the need for the organization 
of a West Indian Citrus Association. The recent 
announcement of the agreement between the United 
Kingdom Government and Washington for American 
citrus to be imported into the United Kingdom on a 
sterling basis to a value of $2,500,000 will inevitably 
depress the market for the West Indian producer.

Some of us are constrained to wonder if the citrus 
growers affected were domiciled in Kent, or say, 
Worcester (and such growers were faced with ruin) 
whether the United Kingdom Government would not 
have resorted to Articles VI and XVI of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The concluding 
sentence of Article XVI reads : “In any case, in which 
it is determined that serious prejudice to the interests 
of any other contracting party is caused or threatened 
by any such subsidization ; the contracting party 
granting the subsidy shall upon request discuss with the 
other contracting party or parties concerned the possi­
bility of limiting the subsidization.” Or failing any 
acceptable decision under that Article, in the final 
analysis resort to the measures authorized, without any 
breach of the Agreement, in Article VI by the imposition 
of countervailing duties equal to the amount of the 
estimated bounty or subsidy, determined to have been 
+ rant - by the Government of one contracting party 
to their imports into the territory of another con­
tract mg party.”

Under the provisions of G.A.T.T. there are con­
sequently two lines of approach to this problem so far 
as I am advised :—

zm request limitation of the offending subsidy or 
' tne imposition of countervailing duties in the 

United Kingdom against American and Palestinian 
citrus products.

Our friends in London, the West India Committee, 
nave been urging the latter course on the United King­
dom Government, but so far to no avail. What seems 
™ + ^rRqU^ed 1S united action in the Caribbean, sup­
ported by Cyprus, South Africa and Australia as these 
territories have parallel interests.
• fl n ot^cr hand, according to recent Press reports, 
w Tt1^- °Plni°n m one of our sister colonies in the 
west Indies is advocating that there should be a break

VeS Britain and that the West Indies 
should seek a reciprocal trade pact with Canada. This
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may be a realistic approach to the problem of stable 
markets for the produce of the colony in question (I am 
not qualified to express an opinion), but in my view it 
has no substance whatsoever so far as Trinidad’s economy 
is concerned. What are the facts ? In round figures, in 
1953 we bought $89,000,000 worth of goods from and 
sold $102,000,000 worth to the United Kingdom. The 
comparable figures for our trade with Canada were 
$20,000,000 and $15,000,000 respectively. In other 
words, Trinidad’s export trade with Canada would have 
to be increased sevenfold to provide a market for our 
produce. And in the context of citrus trade in 1953 
the value of our exports of citrus products to the United 
Kingdom was nearly $2,000,000 compared to $750,000 
to Canada. I am convinced that the realistic approach 
to this problem is the formation of a West Indian Citrus 
Association to urge on the United Kingdom Government 
the justice of providing the West Indian citrus grower 
with a stable market at reasonably remunerative prices, 
as, indeed, the British West Indian Sugar Association 
secured from the United Kingdom Government for 
sugar producers.

Fourthly : And finally, a speech on such an occasion 
as this would be incomplete if no reference was made to 
Tourism. Government’s interest has been exemplified 
in the annual subventions granted to the Tourist Board 
and the enactment of the Aid to Hotel Industries Bill. 
But, nevertheless, the development of facilities for 
“stop-over” tourists, except in Tobago, still remains 
in the doldrums. How are we to solve the fundamental 
problem of more Hotels and Tourist Guest Houses ? 
The recent visit of hotel consultants created immense 
interest. When their report is published perhaps the 
commercial community will be able to judge for itself 
more accurately whether the failure to develop this 
lucrative business rests solely at its own door. Is it 
true that where others have succeeded we in the com­
mercial field in Trinidad have failed ? Or are there 
other causes yet to be explained ?

Mr. Fred Dalley Welcomed
I have tried to focuss attention on four major issues 

which appear to me to have an important bearing on the 
future economy of this country. Unfortunately there 
is anxiety being expressed abroad lest a grave trade 
recession in the Western Hemisphere may be imminent. 
I trust the prophets will prove to be false prophets. 
But in this context I am sure it is government’s policy 
to explore all avenues which may tend to diversify 
our economy, and provide a cushion against possible 
trade recessions elsewhere. Production is the measure 
of the real wealth of any country. Much has been done 
to increase it. Is it possible to do still more ?

I think all of us will agree that the answer is 
undoubtedly in the affirmative. But the part that 
human relations play in productive effort needs equal 
emphasis to the provision of the productive machinery 
itself. It has been said that ” the basis of a good 
product is labour—workers who go forward loyally and 
enthusiastically as a team.” And it was, therefore, m 
my view most opportune that government should have 
invited Mr. Fred Dalley to review the progress ot the 
employer-employee relations in this country since is 
previous visit in 1947. I was privileged to meet Mr. 

Dalley on several occasions. I was impressed, as I am 
sure others were also, with his conscientious approach 
to the mission he had undertaken and his report will 
be awaited with very great interest.

This Chamber wishes to play its full part, whether 
by service of its individual members or collectively by 
its collaboration with the government in all matters on 
which its advice may be sought, and I know that this 
is equally true of the Association of Chartered Account­
ants, three of whose members have recently offered 
their services and technical advice voluntarily to the 
Port-of-Spain City Council.

In conclusion, Mr. Storey again thanked the Governor 
for attending the meeting, and conveyed to him and 
Lady Rance the best wishes of the Chamber for a happy 
vacation in England, for which they are due to leave 
Trinidad in May.

Sugar Beet

Value to the British Farmer
TThe following contribution to the March issue of The 
X British Farmer, the official organ of the National 
Farmers’ Union, is worthy of record as indicating the 
value now placed on the sugar beet industry by farmers 
in the United Kingdom.

A successful sugar beet season has now closed with, 
I think, mutual satisfaction on every side. In many 
ways this new industry (it only really began to exist 
in 1926 ; it is younger than some living racehorses) 
is a model of intelligent arrangement. It introduced 
guaranteed prices long before any government ever 
thought of them; it regulates orderly sales and 
loadings in ways we are nowhere near devising for the 
corn industry ; it provides a first-class advisory 
service of fieldsmen ; and it takes pains to see that 
we growers get the best seed, without being too 
dictatorial about it. The result is more offers to 
grow beet than the factories can accommodate and 
a rising standard of efficiency. Our experienced 
growers can now challenge the best in other countries 
that have been at the game for 150 years or more.

But how near we came to losing the industry in the 
grim ’thirties ! One day, perhaps, the full story can 
be told, when it belongs too much to the past for the 
law of libel to matter. At the time only three men 
stood between the British sugar beet industry and its 
total extinction. They were a civil servant, a 
politician and a banker.

Sugar beet has saved East Anglia and saved our 
wartime supplies of sugar. But it contributes so 
much more than just the sugar. Even if I made 
nothing on the cash sales of the crop, I would think 
R ¿aid us with tops for feeding up to the end of 
January to all kinds of livestock, and the pulp that 
comes back to us as part of the contract.

The Trinidad and Tobago Index of RetailI Prices 
figure for February was 107.8 “mpared with 10'7 1 for 
January. [Based on the figure for January, 1952, taken 

as 100.]
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Renovation of English Harbour

Help Still Needed
rpHE third annual report of the Society of Friends of 
A English Harbour shows that since the formation of 
the society in 1951 the renovation of Nelson’s dockyard 
and its popularization as a centre for visitors and 
yachtsmen has continued at an increasing rate. Pro­
gress in 1953 was far greater than in 1951 and 1952. 
There is a marked improvement in the state of the 
buildings and the dockyard is once again becoming a 
popular resort both for yachts and for other visitors. 
Most important of all, achievement has not been limited 
to the carrying out of repairs and the spending of money, 
but “ the Society has established itself to a point which 
should ensure an income adequate to maintain those 
buildings which have been restored.”

Much, however, remains to be done. The restoration 
of the Copper and Lumber Store has still to be com­
pleted. The first bay of this vast three-storied building 
was re-roofed in 1953, but there are two more bays to 
be roofed, shutters and doors have to be made, and 
new floors have to be provided throughout. The 
second Mast House requires rebuilding; the Admiral’s 
Kitchen is in urgent need of restoration ; work needed 
on the Engineers’ Offices and Lead Store includes a 
completely new roof; and various smaller buildings 
such as the Engineer’s Workshops and the Saw Pit 
require attention.

When Sir Kenneth Blackbume, Governor of the 
Leeward Islands, visited Britain in 1953, he worked 
exceedingly hard to arouse interest in the efforts being 
made to ensure the restoration and preservation of the 
historic dockyard, and at a luncheon presided over by 
the Lord Mayor of London at the Mansion House on 
March 20th of that year an appeal was launched on 
behalf of an English Harbour Repair Fund, with Lord 
Llewellyn as chairman, and headquarters at 27, Gros­
venor Place, London, S.W.l. The amount aimed at 
was £40,000, not a large amount when related to the 
numbers of people who profess pride in the maritime 
traditions of Britain, concern for the preservation of the 
ties which bind the distant peoples of the Common­
wealth and Empire with the Mother Country, andbelief 
in the maintenance of common interests which activities 
such as ocean sailing do so much to preserve.

Perhaps the very modesty of the appeal caused it to 
be lost sight of. It is difficult to believe that the sum 
of £2,362, which is all that had been subscribed by last 
December, is a measure of the interest of nearly 
50,000,000 people in the glories of their past and the 
efforts of their fellow-Britishers in one of the smallest 
islands of the British West Indies to preserve one of the 
most interesting monuments of that glorious past. The 
islanders themselves raised £3,000 over the same period.

The meagre response to the appeal is doubly distress­
ing. It is distressing to feel that there should be such 
indifference to the fate of a unique historical monument 
like English Harbour ; it is distressing in the effect that 
this kind of indifference has on people in the Caribbean



April, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 97

who are taught from childhood to cherish the link with 
England and are shown so little sign of any reciprocal 
feeling.

This aspect of the matter was recently stressed in a 
leading article in The Times, which made reference to 
the initiative of Sir Kenneth Blackbume in launching 
the Society of Friends of English Harbour, in securing 
the help of the Royal Navy and others in effecting 
running repairs (our illustration shows shore parties 
from H.M.S. Devonshire painting the Admiral’s House), 
and encouraging the use of the harbour as a Caribbean 
yachting rendezvous—a development of practical benefit 
to the “ desperately poor ” islanders “ who depend 
almost as much on the tourist trade as on the sugar 
industry for their livelihood and who, above all, need 
the stimulation afforded by visible proofs that Antigua 
is not altogether forgotten in England.”

The Times leading article, and the admirable photo­
graphs of English Harbour which accompanied it, 
prompted a letter from the Archbishop of York, who 
had visited the dockyard during his tour of the West 
Indies early in the year, and another from Lady 
Clementine Churchill, who visited the dockyard when 
in Antigua in 1938. Lady Churchill concluded : 
“ Surely it is only a lack of information which prevents 
the funds flowing in to prevent this monument of our 
history from crumbling into dust ? ” This opinion was 
likewise expressed in a letter from Mr. M. W. Hesketh- 
Williams, a Friend of English Harbour, who wrote also 
of the old artillery barracks on Shirley Heights and of 
Clarence House below.

Mr. J. M. Campbell, who has succeeded Lord Llewellyn 
as chairman of the Appeal Committee of the English 
Harbour Repair Fund, wrote to The Times : “ Your 
most imaginative leading article today on the endeavour 
to preserve English Harbour cannot fail to impress all 
who have at heart the splendid seafaring traditions of 
Britain, the preservation of historic buildings and the 
pride and interest of the people of Antigua. Contribu­
tions from those who may now feel inspired to support 
their gallant efforts to restore and so to identify them­
selves with this unique monument will be very gratefully 
received by the English Harbour Repair Fund, 27, 
Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.l.”

Mr. Campbell deserves the fullest support in this new 
effort to raise the amount needed to complete the 
restoration of Nelson’s historic headquarters. On April 
5th it was announced that Lady Churchill and the 
Archbishop of York had accepted the invitation of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to become patrons 
of the fund. They have both personally contributed to 
the fund, as has the Prime Minister himself. The 
Circular is confident that every reader will make 
English Harbour a subject of conversation, and contribu­
tion to the Repair Fund a matter of recommendation, 
on every possible occasion, to augment the subscriptions 
which they wiH themselves send to the address given.

Sir Cecil Bottomley, K.C.M.G., C.B., O.B.E., who, 
we regret to learn, died at Cambridge, on April 1st, 
had had a distinguished career at the Colonial Umce. 
He was an Assistant Under-Secretary of State from 192/ 
until 1938 when he was appointed Senior Crown Agent 
for the Colonies, retiring in 1943. Sir Cecil was 76 years 
old.

Trinidad Cocoa
JpHE ‘‘ G.-G.” Review, the monthly journal published 

by T. Geddes Grant Ltd. from their headquarters 
in Port-of-Spain, makes editorial comment in the 
February issue on the position created in Trinidad by 
the recent spectacular increase in cocoa prices in New 
York, London and Europe.

“ There has been a tendency,” states the editorial, 
“ by planters and also by the local licensed dealers who 
buy cocoa from the planters to hold back their cocoa, 
more so it appears in the case of the latter in an attempt 
to force a rise in the local interim price of cocoa. The 
Cocoa Exporters Committee who act as trustees for the 
planters in selling their cocoa abroad have within recent 
weeks repeatedly appealed to planters to co-operate by 
sending in their cocoa as soon as possible and so take 
advantage of the extremely high prices being obtained 
abroad. As explained in Press releases planters ap­
parently do not fully appreciate that prices being paid 
locally, viz. $44 and $40, are merely advances and that 
the rest of the profits from cocoa sold abroad will be 
paid to them proportionately in the cocoa pool dividend 
at the end of the year.

“ It is quite understandable that the proprietors have 
been asking why the Cocoa Exporters Committee have 
not raised the above prices, though it seems to us that 
the committee’s argument is a sound one as they have 
pointed out that it is their intention that throughout 
the crop year all cocoa proprietors'Should obtain the same 
price for their cocoa, and this we think is as it should be. 
By way of explanation the committee has further stated 
that should they raise the price at this point it would 
mean that the cocoa proprietor who has already sold 
cocoa to the exporters would suffer in comparison with 
the cocoa proprietor whose crop was later, or who for 
some other reason has not yet sent in his cocoa.

“ It can be seen, therefore, that if the Cocoa Exporters 
Committee were to raise the prices the dealers who have 
been hoarding their cocoa would make tremendous 
profits to which they are not really entitled and we 
agree entirely that if anyone is entitled to the profit it 
should be the cocoa proprietor and not the dealer. 
Here again it is all too obvious that if the prices were 
increased the dealers would doubtless derive so much 
benefit from their action on this occasion that it would 
merely be an incentive to do likewise again in the hope 
that cocoa prices would be increased even further.

“ We trust that all cocoa proprietors and especially 
any dealers who have been holding back their cocoa on 
the chance that prices may be increased will as a result 
of the publicity given in connexion with the foregoing 
send in their supplies of cocoa so that the task of market­
ing the crop can be carried out to the best advantage of 

the growers.”

Mr Donald C. Ferguson, accompanied by Mrs. 
Ferguson and his young son, left London by air on 
Anril 25th for the Gold Coast to resume his post of 
Commissioner for Commerce after three —Jeave 

for Commerce a^d Industries to

the end of 1950, when he went out to West Airica.
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Strawberries from Jamaica Plant Protection Regulations
Trial Consignment to U.K. by Air Trinidad Sets a Precedent

^he first consignment of strawberries ever to reach 
the United Kingdom from Jamaica was received at 

Co vent Garden early on the morning of March 26th.
An initial inquiry from the Jamaica Agricultural 

Society in regard to the possibility of sending a trial 
shipment had been received by the West India Com­
mittee in the Autumn of 1953, and with the ready 
co-operation, of T. J. Poupart, Ltd., of Covent Garden, 
arrangements were made to receive and present the 
fruit to the best advantage as soon as it should arrive.

Unfavourable weather in Jamaica had intervened to 
prevent the dispatch 
of a first consignment, 
but a second consign­
ment of some 200 lb. 
was flown to London 
by B.O.A.C., collected 
at the aerodrome, on 
March 25th, by one of 
Poupart’s vans, and 
delivered to Covent 
Garden shortly before 
midnight on that day. 
By 5.15 in the morn­
ing Mr. D. W. Raven- 
hill, of T. J. Poupart, 
Ltd., with Mr. T. G. H.
Gilbert and 
members of the 
was persuading 
of the better 
buyers to make

other 
firm, 
some 
class

guLLETiN No. 5 (New Series) of the Department 
of Agriculture of Trinidad and Tobago takes the 

form of a popular exposition of the nature of the risks 
attendant on the importation of plants into a country, 
of the reasons for imposing protective legislation and 
regulations, and of the need for the willing co-operation 
of the public to make the regulations fully effective.

The Department of Agriculture recognizes the fact 
that if the public are to co-operate they must fully 
understand, and that the average cultivator is not 
likely to consult official publications and file particulars 

of relevant regulations, 
as they appear from 
time to time in the 
Royal Gazette, for refer­
ence. In this bulletin 
they have, therefore, 
given an explanation, 
with certain illustra­
tions which include 
witches’ broom disease 
of cocoa, and Panama 
and leaf spot diseases 
of bananas, of the 
manner in which pests 
and diseases can be in­
troduced accidentally 
with imported plants, 
seeds, bud wood and so

pur­
chases, but it has to
be stated that although 
the reports on the 
packing of the fruit, the 
care with which it had 
been handled in pack­
ing and transport, and 
the condition in which

first strawberries

on. This shows why

irnnd ti^ ct k 11 was served, were uniformly 
bv thi strawberries were not of the quality demanded 
«if u I1ghest class trade. Sales were made to multiple 
shop dealers at 10s. to 12s. per lb., and about hafi the 
for” TTo 8s WnS ^P0“*1 of‘ The remainder sold 
tXi 1 • 8 P lb-’ accordlng to condition. As the 
h^T^ amved at a time when the few hot­
house strawbemes available were making as much as

,per *b-’ 111S apparent that trials with other varieties 
of strawberry may be necessary to establish this trade

legislation is required 
to prevent the intro­
duction of such pests 
and diseases, and in 
the bulletin the com­
pilers go further and 
explain why plant pro­
tection policy in the 
British West Indies in

general has to be aligned with that of countries which 
accept exports of British West Indian agricultural pro­
duce, and how it comes about that modifications have to 
oe made m the regulations from time to time, so as to 
ensure that there shall be no check to the colony’s exports. 
. + exposition is followed by directions on the steps

- n by intending importers, a summary setting
, e import status of the various plants and plant 

the text of the Plant Protection Regula-

A recent report of the Food Standards Commits 
recommends that the following statutory standi Î 
vitamin A and D content of home-prodtS and fmnnri J 
margarine should be prescribed in the United kS 
vitamin A content to be between 760 and WT = 
national units per ounce vitamin n 940 nter" 
between 80 and 100 international unit« C°ntent tO be 
statement of the vitamin content inper.ounce 1 a

_ ° iaVe thls lnformation brought together, and 
property and simply presented and explained in a handy 
.Li“1’ 1S T lnnovation which will receive a hearty 

and thtDlrector of the Department and his 
associates are to be complimented—if they will forgive 
™ .expression—on filling a long-felt want. Their

commended to other colonial Depart- 
bnlWir^ ASnculture. antl in fact the regular issue of 
tions in a list °f the prohibitions and restric-
valne ¡Ai.“ “ each eoionv would be of inestimable 
aX^ f K connected with West Indian commerce 
and trade on both sides of the Atlantic
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Notes of West Indian Interest

" tro water it run, but whe’ yo’ tro blood
it settle.”

* * *
The Hon. D. J. Judah has been re-elected chairman 

of the Jamaica Imperial Association.
* * *

The Hon. Allan Shaw Campbell, J.P., of Jamaica, 
is the 372nd member of the West India Committee to 
take up Life Membership.

* * *
Senior Superintendent W. R. Weber has been 

promoted to the newly-created post of Assistant Com­
missioner of Police, British Guiana.

* * *
Rowett, Legge & Co. Ltd., rum importers, of 

Eastcheap, announce that Mr. I. T. Poustie has been 
appointed a director. Mr. Poustie joined the firm 
several years ago after serving in the Royal Navy.

* * *
Dr. Percy F. de Caires, of British Guiana, who was 

chief of the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau’s Caribbean 
Field Office, has been promoted to the Health Promotion 
Branch of the Bureau in Washington, D.C.

* * *

The Earl of Munster, Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, hopes to pay a visit to Mauritius in 
the early summer, his parliamentary duties permitting, 
in order to acquaint himself with the colony and its 
problems.

* * *
Mr. H. Alan Walker, chairman of the West India 

Committee, has returned to London after a brief visit 
to the United States. In consequence of his absence, 
the deputy-chairman, Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, pre­
sided at the March meeting of the executive committee.

* * *
The next meeting of the Caribbean Lodge will be 

held at Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London, 
W.C.2, at 4.15 p.m., on Tuesday, May 4th. West 
Indian brethren in this country who desire to attend 
should communicate with the secretary, W. Bro. G. J. 
Dent, 28, Meadfoot Road, S.W.16.

* * *
Fifty boxes of bananas are to be sent to H.M.S. 

Jamaica, and 50 boxes to No. 139 (Jamaica) Squadron 
°f the Royal Air Force. These gifts have been made 
by the Banana Board of Jamaica at the suggestion of 
the Governor, Sir Hugh Foot. The forwarding arrange­
ments on this side are being made by Elders & Fyffes 
Ltd. and the Jamaica Producers’ Marketing Co., Ltd., 
respectively.

* * *
The Trinidad Government Railways ‘ Sugar Cane 

Special ’ ground to a timely stop near the St. Gill Halt 
when a large eucalyptus tree planted on the western 
edge of the grounds of the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture crashed to the ground in a high gust of 
wind. Workmen from the college and willing persons 

in the vicinity quickly cleared the tree off the line and 
the ‘ Sugar Cane Special ’ was able to deliver its load 
on time.

* * *

It was with great regret that we learned of the death 
of Mr. William John Williams, M.I.E.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
general manager of the Trinidad Electricity Board from 
October, 1937, to December, 1945. He died at the home 
of his daughter, Mrs. Kamstra, at Anglesey, North 
Wales, at the age of 74. Before going to Trinidad he 
had been, for 10 years, adviser on electrical matters to 
the Federated Malay States. Mr. Williams was a man 
who combined outstanding ability and integrity with a 
charming personality, and in both colonies in which he 
worked made a great contribution to the building and 
equipping of modern power stations and to the develop­
ment of road transport.

* * *

The annual service of St. Michael and St. George will 
be held in St. Paul’s Cathedral on April 23rd. The 
service will include the affixing of the banners of Sir 
Claud Hollis and Sir ¿Alexander Cadogan, and the 
removal of the banners of the late Major-General Sir 
Edward Northey and the Viscount Noiwich from the 
Chapel, the Commemoration of the departed, and the 
service of the Rededication. There will also be pro­
cessions in which members of the Order are invited to 
take part. Seats under the dome and in part of the 
nave will be reserved for members of the Order and their 
friends. Part of the nave and south transept will be 
open to the public. The band of the Scots Guards will 
play before and during the service.

Our Illustrations
The evangelical campaign being conducted in London 

by the Rev. Billy Graham is referred to on page 86. 
The first of our pictorial pages shows Mr. Graham 
addressing a large audience at Trafalgar Square, where, 
on April 3rd, he conducted his first open-air meeting.

The illustration on the second page is from a photo­
graph taken in Trinidad on March 10th before the start 
of the colony match with the M.C.C. The Governor, 
Sir Hubert Rance, is seen shaking hands with Allan Moss. 
Introducing the players to the Governor is Trevor Bailey, 
who acted as captain in this match. On the extreme 
left is Sir Errol Dos Santos, president of the West Indies
Cricket Board of Control. _

The photograph reproduced at the foot of page 105 
was taken recently in the Legislative Council of British 
Guiana. It shows Mr. T. H Naylor addressing the 
members just before he unveiled a new electric clock 
presented to the Legislative Council by the Demerara Co., 
Ltd. of which he is chairman and managing director.

The illustration on page 107 shows Mr W. S. Jones, 
president of the British Guiana Cricket Board of 
Control, presenting to A. Valentine, of Jamaica, a 
mounted ball to mark his hundredth Test wicket, which 
he secured in the third Test, held at Georgetown.
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The M.C.C. Tour Ended
HThe two-day match with the Windward Islands in 

Grenada from March 6th-8th resulted in a draw. 
Neverson, one of the opening pair for the Windward 
Islands, distinguished himself by carrying his bat 
through the innings for 90 runs.

First Innings 
Suttle, c Thomas, b Mason 
P. B. H. May, c Johnson, b Mason 
T. E. Bailey, c Mason, b Gresham 
Hutton, c Thomas, b Barrow ... 
Watson, c Johnson, b Barrow ... 
Graveney, c Johnson, b Barrow 
Evans, not out ...
Wardle, b Dasilva ............... 
Lock, not out

Extras (b 9)...

Total (for 7 wkts. dec.) 
Trueman and Moss did not bat.

M.C.Ci
Second Innings

... 19 c Johnson, b Mason ... ... 0
13 not out ... ............... 93
14 c Neverson, b Crick ... ... 0

... 82

... 30
6 notout ............... ... 11

... 26

... 1 c Johnson, b Gresham ... 66
5
9 Extras (b 1, lb 5, nb 1)... 7

... 205 Total (for 3 wkts.)... 177

BOWLING—First Innings : Mason, 14—4—23—2 ; Crick, 7—2—29—0 ; 
Dasilva, 15—3—39—1 ; Barrow, 9—0—45—3 ; Gresham, 7—1—45—1 ; 
Johnson, 2—0—15—0.

Second Innings : Mason, 8—3—41—1 ; Crick, 6—1—17—1 ; Dasilva, 5—1— 
20—0; Thomas, 2—0—10—0; Barrow, 3—0—42—0; Gresham, 4—0—11—-1 ; 
Johnson, 3—0—18—0; Roberts, 1—0—11—0.

WINDWARD ISLANDS.—First Innings
Neverson, not out............... ... ... ... 90
Barrow, b Trueman ... ... ... ... 13
Deterville, c May, b Trueman ... ... ... 0
Roberts, run out ... ... ... ... ... 2
Gresham, c Evans, b Trueman ... ... ... 43
Fletcher, 1 lbw, b Trueman ... ... ... 1
Thomas, b Trueman ... ... ... ... 12
Crick, c Watson, b Trueman ... ... ... 4
Johnson, c and b Trueman ... ... ... 3
Mason, c May, b Lock ... ... ... ... 5
Dasilva, lbw, b Lock ... ... ... ... o

Extras (b 5, lb 10, nb 6) ... 21

Total ......................................................194
BOWLING—Trueman, 24—3—69—7 ; Moss, 10—2—30—0 : Wardle 10—4— 

23—0 ; Graveney, 5—1—20—0 ; Lock, 22 5—13—23—2 ; Bailey, 3—1—8—0.

Trinidad Defeated
Trinidad suffered their first defeat since 1930 in the 

five-day match played at Port-of-Spain from March 
10th-15th. The M.C.C. team won by seven wickets.

Fourth Test Match
The fourth Test, lasting six days, from March 17th- 

23rd, was played in Trinidad on a matting wicket, and 
was the first Test of the series to result in a draw 
Stollmeyer, the West Indies Captain, won the toss for 
the third time (Hutton only won once in all five 
Test matches) and put his team in to bat. The first two 
wickets were lost for the comparatively small total of 
92, but in a superb third wicket stand, Weekes and 
Worrell, taking full advantage of the perfect matting 
wicket, soon began to pile on the runs. Unfortunately 
for England, Statham, one of their main bowlers, had 
to withdraw owing to an injury, and by the close of 
play the outlook for them was rather black with the 
West Indies 294 for two. On the second day, with 
Statham still unable to bowl, Weekes and Worrell con­
tinued to pile on runs, until Weekes was caught by 
Bailey off a ball from Lock, so ending a record third 
wicket partnership of 338. At close of play the West 
Indies’ score was 546 for five, and it was obvious that 
a draw was the most England could hope for. Next 
day, when the West Indies had reached 681 for 8, their 
highest score in a Test match, Stollmeyer declared.

The M.C.C. began their innings very carefully, taking 
no risks, and made 130 runs for the loss of Hutton’s 
wicket.

During the fourth day, England advanced their total 
to 332 for four, May scoring 135, which included 22 
boundaries. Continuing on the following day, England 
reached 537 before they were all out, so saving the 
follow-on by five runs. Compton scored 133, making 
his first century for England since 1951.

In their second innings, on the sixth and last day, 
the West Indies declared at 212 for four, leaving England 
an hour-and-a-half in which to get 357, and so the 
match faded to an inevitable draw.

First Innings
N. Asgarali, c Suttle, b Bailey ...
J. B. Stollmeyer, b Trueman ...
R. Legall, lbw, b Compton
R. P. Tang Choon, c Spooner, b Moss, 
G; Gomez, c and b Trueman
B. Kanhai, c Lock, b Trueman...
C. Sampath, b Moss ............... '
C. Furlong, c Trueman, b Moss. . . '
W. Ferguson, c Trueman, b Lock 
O. Demming, c Spooner, b Moss
J. Taylor, not out

Extras (b 4, lb 3, nb 5) '

Total ..........................

TRINIDAD WEST

Bailey, 14—2—43—]

33
. 89

42
. 29
. 91

18
8
5 
0

12

... 329

Second Innings 
lbw, b Trueman 
c Spooner, b Moss ... "
c and b Wardle ... '.
rim out ... ... ’
not out .... . ” ‘
st Spooner, b Wardle ’
c Wardle, b Trueman 
c sub., b Trueman ... 
b Trueman ... ... ’
runout 
b Wardle ...

Extras (b 4, lb 6,"nb 7) 

Total

.. 65

.. 48
8
0

.. 25

.. 13
2

.. 32

.. 18

0
17

232

Lock, 16—4—58—1 ; Compton’

Second Innings: Trueman, 21—2—47—4- Moss IQ 9 so i d -, 
^3-15-0; Wardle, 24-9^55-3;

First Innings
P. B. H. May, b Demming 
Suttle, c Demming, b Ferguson 
Watson, lbw, b Gomez
Lock, c Demming, b Ferguson ...
Compton, b Ferguson ...
C. H. Palmer, c Legall, b Asgarali 
Spooner, c Gomez, b Taylor
T. E. Bailey, not out
Wardle, c Taylor, b Ferguson 
Trueman, not out

Extras (b 3, lb 2, nb 1, w j j

Total (for 8 wkts. dec.)-

.C.C. 
Second Innings

. 0 b Asgarali ... 4
• 20 c Ferguson, b Taylor.............. 14
. 141 not out " qQ

8   32
. 15 not out .. 
. 87   yu

6
• 28 c Stollmeyer, b Demming ... 99
’. 1
- 7 Extras (b 1, lb 1, nb 1)... 3

... 331_ BOWLING-First Innings ^Denm^SU  ̂ T

First Innings
J. K. Holt, c Compton, b Trueman
J. B. Stollmeyer, c and b, Compton 
E. D. Weekes, c Bailey, b Lock 
F. M. Worrell, b Lock ...
C. L. Walcott, c and b Laker ...
B- Pairaudeau, run out ...
D. Atkinson, c Graveney, b Compton
C. A. McWatt, b Laker ...
W. Ferguson, not out

Extras (b 6, lb 4, w 4, nb 3)

Total (for 8 wkts. dec.)

INDIES

40

206 
167
124

0 
74

4
8

17

... 681
S. Ramadhin and F. King did not go in.

Second Innings

c sub, b Trueman 
c sub, b Lock... 
not out
hit wkt., b Bailey 
not out

b Bailey
Extras (lb 2) ...

Total (for 4 wkts.

56
53

51

... 4*

dec.) 212

BOWLING—First Innings : Statham, 9—0—31—0 ; Trueman, 33—3—131^ 
1; Bailey, 32—7—104—0; Laker, 47—8—154—2; Lock, 59-14—178—2: 
Compton, 9.4—1—40—2 ; Graveney, 3—0__26__0.

Second Innings 
7—0—51—0; Hi 
33—0.

Bailey, 12—2—20—2; Compta

First Innings 
Hutton, c Ferguson, b King 
T. E. Bailey, c Weekes, b Ferguson 
P. B. H. May, c Pairaudeau, b King 
Compton, c and b Ramadhin 
Watson, c Atkinson, b Walcott ” 
Graveney, c and b Walcott 
Spooner, b Walcott 
Laker, retired hurt 
Lock, lbw, b Worrell 
Trueman, lbw, b King 
Statham, not out... '

Extras (b 10,Tb 5, w 7)

M.C.C.

44
46

135
133

92 
19

7
10
19
6

22

Second Innings 
not out

c Worrell, b McWatt

c Ferguson, b Worrell 
not out ..............
c Ferguson, b Ramadhin

Extras (lb 4)

30

16

32 
0

16

qs
Total (3 wkts.) - ’ 

; Worrell, 20-2—58-^
Total ........................................ 537

Jnnings : King, 48—16-97—3; Worrell, zu— Ramadhin 34—13—74—1 ; Atkinson, 32—12—60-L) ; Ferguson, 47-^ 
e 1 ’ Stollmeyer. 6—2—19—0 ; Walcott, 34—18—42—3.
S econd Inning ; Weeks, 5—1—28—0 ; Atkinson, 4—0—12—0 ; Ra®3^' 

1—: Worre11’ 9—1—29—1 ; McWatt, 4—1—16—1 ; Pairaudea“-
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Back to Jamaica
Returning to Jamaica for the final stages of their tour, 

the M.C.C. played a match against a Country XI at 
Montego Bay on March 27th. The match, which was 
drawn, was intended to be played for tw’o days, but had 
to be restricted to one, owing to rain on March 26th.

COUNTRY XL—First Innings
E. McMorris, lbw, b Wardle ... ... ... 13
B. Lawrence, b Wardle ... ... ... ... 7
E. Frederick, c Trueman, b Wardle ... ... 8
D. Thorburn, b Moss ... ... ... ... 37
C. Richards, c Suttle, b Lock ... ... ... 14
C. Smith, b Moss ... ... ... ... ... 3
H. Dallas, not out ... ... ... ... ... 10
G. Batts, not out ... ... ... ... ... 3

Extras (b 2) ... ... ... ... ... 2

Total (for 6 wkts.) ... ... ... 97
BOWLING—First Innings: Trueman, 5—2—11—0; Moss, 8—1—24—2^ 

Wardle, 10—3—*3—3; Lock, 13—6—11—1; Bailey, 3—1—6—0.

M.C.C.—First Innings
T. E. Bailey, c Richards, b Dallas ... ... 55
Suttle, b Pryce ... ... ... ... ... 0
P. B. H. May, b Pryce ... ... ... ... 0
Watson, retired hurt ... ... ... ... 31
Graveney, lbw, b Dallas ... ... ... ... 0
Spooner, b Minott ... ... ... ... ... 1
Wardle, c Frederick, b Marriott ... ... ... 25
C. H. Palmer, b Minott ... ... ... ... 5
Lock, not out ... ............... ... ... 0
Trueman, lbw, b Marriott............... ... ... 0
Moss, c Forbes, b Marriott............... ... ... 6

Extras (b 8, lb 4) ........................................12

Total ....................................................135
BOWLING—First Innings : Pryce, 9—4—14—2 ; Minott, 5—1—10—2; 

Forbes, 5—0—26—0 ; Smith, 6—0—33—0 ; Dallas, 5—0—34—2 ; Marriott,

The Final Test
The fifth and final Test match of the tour, which 

began at Sabina Park, Jamaica, on March 30th, ended 
in a decisive win for the M.C.C. on the fifth of the six 
days allotted. This leaves the series drawn, the West 
Indies and the M.C.C. having won two Test Matches 
each, with one match drawn.

The touring team seized the initiative in the opening 
stages of the game and held it, except for a brief period, 
throughout the whole of the match. The West Indies 
won the toss for the fourth time out of five and batted 
first, but were only able to make 139 all out. The 
M.C.C. replied with 414, and the West Indies, in their 
second innings, were saved from an innings defeat 
largely by a superb innings by Walcott, in which he 
scored 116 runs, including 20 boundaries. This innings 
dosed for 346, and the M.C.C., although starting badly, 
made the 72 runs needed for victory with the loss of 
°nly one man, thereby winning the match by7 nine 
wickets.

WEST
First Innings

J K. Holt, c Lock, b Bailey ...
J- B. Stollmeyer, c Evans, b Bailey
p D- Weekes, b Bailey.........................

. M. Worrell, c Wardle, b Trueman ..
~ L Walcott, c Laker, b Lock

• Atkinson, lbw, b Bailey
• E. Gomez, c Watson, b Bailey 

r JcWatt, c Lock, b Bailey.............
Sobers, not out

5- King, b Bailey .........................
s- Ramadhin, lbw, b Trueman.............

Extras (lb 1, nb 1).........................

INDIES
Second Innings

0 c Lock, b Trueman ... 8
9 lbw, b Trueman ............. 64
0 b Wardle .......................... 3
4 c Graveney, b Trueman 29

50 c Graveney, b Laker................. 116
21 c Watson, b Bailey.............. 40

4 lbw, b Laker...............................22
22 c. Wardle, b Laker ■■■ 8
14 c Compton, b Lock ... 26
9 notout .......................... JO
4 c and b Laker ............. 1°
2 Extras (b 4, lb 3, w 1, nb 2) 10

Total ......................... ... 139 Total ••• ••• 346
BOWLING—First Innings : Bailey, 16—7—34—7; Trueman,15.4—4—39— 

> Wardle, 10—1—20—0; Lock, 15—6—31—1 ; Laker, 4—1—13 0.
Second Innings : Bailey, 25—11—54—1 ; Trueman, 29—7—88 3 ; Laker, 

° 2 7—71—4 ; Lock, 27—J5—40—1 ; Wardle, 39—14—83 1.

First Innings 
Hutton, c McWatt, b Walcott ... 
T. E. Bailey, c McWatt, b Sobers 
P. B. H. May, c sub, b Ramadhin 
Compton, hit wkt, b King 
Watson, c McWatt, b King 
Graveney, lbw, b Atkinson 
Evans, c Worrell, b Ramadhin... 
Wardle, c Holt, b Sobers 
Lock, b Sobers ..............
Laker, b Sobers ... 
Trueman, not out 

Extras (lb 3)

Total

ENGLAND 
Second Innings

... 205

... 23
... 30 notout ... ... ... 40
... 31

4 notout ... ... ... 20
... 11 b King.......................... ... 0
... 28
... 66

4
9
0
3 Extras (b 12) ............... 12

... 414 Total (1 wkt.) ... 72
BOWLING—First Innings: King, 26—12—45—2; Gomez, 25—8—56—0; 

Atkinson, 41—15—82—1 ; Ramadhin, 29—9—71—2 ; Sobers, 28.5—9—75—4 ; 
Walcott, 11—5—26—1 ; Worrell, 11—0—34—0 ; Stollmeyer, 5—0—22—0.

Second Innings : King, 4—1—21—1 ; Worrell, 4—0—8—0 ; Ramadhin, 
3—0—14—0; Atkinson, 3—0—8—0; Sobers, 1—0—6—0; Weekes, 0.5—0—3—0.

The Cotton Bill
On February 17th, the day on which the amended 

Cotton Bill was debated in the House of Commons 
[see Circular for March, page 63], Mr. Marquand 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies (1) in 
which colonial territories there existed arrangements 
to protect growers of cotton from severe fluctuations 
in the price of that product ; (2) what plans the govern­
ments of colonial territories in which cotton was grown 
were preparing for the orderly marketing of cotton after 
long-term contracts made with the Raw Cotton Commis­
sion came to an end; and (3) whether he had asked the 
governors of cotton-growing colonial territories to report 
to him the effect upon the economies of their territories 
which they expected would follow from the dissolution 
of the Raw Cotton Commission.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer, stated that mar­
keting boards with funds for price stabilization existed 
in all cotton-producing colonial territories except the 
West Indies. The colonial governments concerned 
were consulted before the decision to wind up the Raw 
Cotton Commission was taken, and he did not expect 
any serious effect on their economies to result from that 
decision. He had asked the governments and marketing 
boards in territories which had long-term contracts with 
the Raw Cotton Commission to consider what alternative 
marketing arrangements should be made, when those 
contracts expired in two to four years’ time. The 
marketing boards concerned would no doubt wish to 
gain experience in the intervening period before taking 
final decisions as to their future marketing policy.

West Indian Cotton
The Circular regrets that the figures of f.o.b. prices 

for Sea Island cotton of 1952-53 crop, given m the 
table published on page 65 of the March issue, are 
incorrect. By a misunderstanding, price m cents was 
interpreted as price in pence.

The correct prices are as follows

Territory.
Anguilla ...
Antigua, M.S.I. ...

„ V.H.8 ...
Barbados
Montserrat
Nevis
St. Kitts ...
St. Vincent

F.O.B. price per lb. 
clean lint Grade I.

Unknown

39d.—45d.
58d.—60d.
43d.—46d.
43d.
46d.
54d.
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Prices for Agricultural Products

Trend in United Kingdom
TJnder the Agriculture Act, 1947, the United Kingdom 

government departments concerned and the National 
Farmers’ Union hold an annual review each February 
of the economic condition and prospects of the agri­
cultural industry, and agree on the prices which shall 
be guaranteed for certain types of agricultural produce 
during the ensuing year.

The findings of the latest review have recently been 
published as a white paper (Cmd. 9104), and it is note­
worthy that such price changes as have taken place are 
downwards. Wheat, barley and oats are all reduced in 
price by Is. per cwt., rye by 2s. per cwt. Milk comes 
down Id. per gallon. Though prices of beef, mutton 
and lamb are in general unchanged, the price of old 
cows is reduced by 5s. 3d. per live cwt., and the price 
of fat pigs by 3s. per score deadweight. Hen eggs 
remain the same, but duck eggs are reduced in price 
by 6|d. per dozen.

Fruit is not among the types of agricultural produce 
considered under this review, but the list does include 
sugar beet, the price given for which remains unchanged 
at £6 5s. 7d. per ton of beet of 16.5 per cent sugar 
content. There is, however, an adjustment to take 
account of increased freight charges. At present the 
British Sugar Corporation bear transport costs in excess 
of 13s. 2d. per ton. For 1955-56 the figure will be 
15s. 3d. per ton. Now that feeding stuffs have been 
decontrolled, it will be left to the discretion of the 
British Sugar Corporation to determine whether or not 
any concessions on the transport of sugar beet pulp 
should be continued.

Sugar in South Africa

Progress Over a Century
South African Sugar Year Book for 1952-53* 

would in any case have been noteworthy for the 
tact that it records the position of the South African 
sugar industry in the hundredth year of its existence 
fL'T m 1852’ that Edmund Morewood
first demonstrated that it was possible to manufacture 
sugar from sugar cane grown in Natal.

The compilers and publishers, however, have marked 
the occasion by a departure from precedent and a 
change in the size, format and content of the Year Book 
Ihe size has been increased from octavo to quarto : 
coloured illustrations have been introduced th^ 
advertisements, instead of being scattered through the 
book, have been grouped together at the beginning of the 
reference section; and, while the features which make 
the Year Book an important work of reference have 
been maintained and, where possible, expanded, there 
have been added special articles which, as the annual 
editions succeed each other, will over the years in 
future tell the story of the development of the South 

c * S^ar Year 1952-53. Published bvriTL
10,“postfreT gaI J°Unla1’ P°' Box 1209. Price 

African sugar industry in both word and picture.
The first article tells the story of the early days of 

the industry, a second deals with the importance of the 
industry to South Africa today, and a third gives an 
account of the work of Edmund Morewood, the pioneer 
who “ grew the first sugar cane and manufactured with 
the aid of wooden rollers and an iron pot the first sugar 
produced in Natal.” An interesting fourth article 
contrasts and compares conditions, operations and 
results in South Africa with those in other cane sugar 
producing territories. Two other special articles deal 
with cane sugar in East Africa and in Mozambique.

There are also additions to the review section, in 
which the annual addresses of the chairman of the South 
African Sugar Association and South African Cane 
Growers’ Association, and the reports of the two asso­
ciations, are incorporated. These additions include a 
note on present-day Natal practice and field methods in 
cane growing ; an account of methods of diagnosing 
fertilizer requirements by leaf analysis ; a renew of 
work done at the experiment station with weed killers; 
and a survey of the advantages of trash blanketing in 
sugar cane cultivation.

The reference and statistical sections bring up to date 
the information which it has been customary to in­
corporate therein, and particulars of the sugar milling 
enterprises in Natal, Zululand and neighbouring 
countries are included as usual.

Production is much improved, and ease of reference 
is now a feature of the publication.

Colonial Appointments
J^ecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 

in the colonial service include the following :—
Arneaud, J. D., M.B., B.S., D.C.P. (Medical Officer, Grade B, 

Trinidad), Pathologist, Grade B, Trinidad.
Ewing, P. M. (Assistant Postmaster, British Honduras),Colonial 

Postmaster, British Honduras.
Prankson, A. S. (Education Officer, British Honduras), 

District Commissioner, British Honduras.
Kirby, N. (Deputy Government Chemist, Jamaica), Govern­

ment Chemist, Jamaica.
Knight, C. L. U. (Senior Executive Engineer, Works and 

Hydraulics Department, Trinidad), Designs Engineer, Works 
and Hydraulics Department, Trinidad.

March, E. W. (Conservator of Forests, Jamaica), Conservator 
of Forests, Nigeria.

Nanton, W. R. E. (Agricultural Officer, Grenada), Superin­
tendent of Agriculture, Windward Islands.

O Connor, Sir Kenneth K. (Chief Justice, Jamaica), Chief 
Justice, Kenya. J J

(Executive Engineer, Works and Hydraulics 
Department, Innidad), Senior Executive Engineer, Worksand 
Hydraulics Department, Trinidad.

New Appointments
Teacher« Ont Islands Schools, Bahamas 

w Teacher, Out Islands Schools, Bahamas,
r»«™’ a t?” Stipendiary Circuit Magistrate, Bahamas, 

ni^ i ?n A-MIL.T., Senior British Laboratory Tech- 
Tri^ 1,oundati°n Regional Virus Laboratory,

D’ t Head Teacher, Out Islands Schools, Bahamas 
Barbados ’ MB” MCh" F R C S - Surgeon Specialist,

?' u’ Construction Engineer, St. Lucia, 
ri’ i?ead Teacher. Out Islands Schools, Bahamas. 

Grade A ?Ph R ’?LD ’ M.R.C.P., D.C.H., Medical Officer, 
Woodman H®alth DePartment, Trinidad.

Bahamas ’ C’ M’’ Head Teachcr’ Out Islands Schools,
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The Homeward Mail
---------- ♦----------

ANTIGUA
ELFARE of the Blind. Miss Helen Goodwin, 
in a letter from St. John’s dated March 23rd, 
writes : “ Mr. John D. Wilson, director-secretary 

of the British Empire Society for the Blind, paid a short 
visit to Antigua. He and Mrs. W Ison were the guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. Moody Stuart. Mr. Wilson gave a 
very interesting address at the annual general meeting 
of the local branch of the British Red Cross Society, 
and spoke again to a wider audience the following after­
noon. On this occasion he demonstrated a braille 
typewriter. Mr. Wilson has, himself, been blind from 
boyhood.

Departures. “ Travelling to England by the French 
banana ship on March 19th were the Bishop of Antigua, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson of the Antigua Sugar Factory and 
their two children.

Sugar. “ The Antigua Sugar Factory started crop 
yesterday—and yet no heavy rain '

English Harbour. “ The third annual general 
meeting of the Society of Friends of English Harbour 
was held on March 2nd 
at the dockyard. The 
‘ beating of the retreat ’ 
at sundown by the Lee­
ward Islands Police was 
followed by a cocktail 
party attended by the 
Governor and the 
captain and officers of 
H.M.S. Enard Bay.

Visitors. “ Recent 
visitors to Antigua in­
cluded Sir Alan and Lady 
Cobham and Mr. Mark 
Moody-Stuart.

Obituary. “ This 
month I regret to have 
to announce the death of 
Mrs. Arthur Gonsalves, 
at her home on the Beach 
Hotel Road, on March 
4th. Mrs. Gonsalves had 
been very ill for some 
time, and, happily, both 
her daughter, Mrs. 
Walton, of South Caro- 
hna, and her son, Mr. 
R- K. Gonsalves, of 
Barclays BankD.C.&O., 
ln Barbados, had been 
able to visit their mother, 
and to be with their 
ather in his bereave­

ment.” Government House

BAHAMAS
New Mental Home. Our correspondent, Mr. 

Cleveland H. Reeves, writing from Nassau on March 
15th, states : “ The Nassau Board of Health has ap­
proved a plan for a new mental hospital submitted by 
Mr. Ian J. H. Allan, and the Government has decided 
to have the work done by the Public Works Department 
with special additional staff. The estimated cost of 
construction was intimated by Mr. Allan as being not 
in excess of £100,000 on the basis of his sketch plan.

Civil Service Pay Inquiry. “ A commission of 
inquiry to review salaries and conditions of the Public 
Service will be appointed by the Governor, it was 
revealed in a message to the House of Assembly. The 
commission will also review the general structure of the 
public service of the colony.

New Magistrate Arrives. “ Mr. Hugh Evans, 
barrister-at-law, has arrived in Nassau to take up an 
appointment as stipendiary and circuit magistrate. A 
member of Gray’s Inn, he served for some years in the 
Indian Civil Service and served in the first world war 

in the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. Mr. Evans, 
who is 61, will take over 
from Mr. Kendall Isaacs, 
who has been acting as 
magistrate for over a 
year.

Elks Educational 
Week. “Plans for Elks 
educational week are now 
being formulated. Elks, 
the Bahamas most out­
standing fraternal organ­
ization, numbering over 
1,000 members, has done 
more in the way of edu­
cational work than any 
other order and has given 
a large number of free 
scholarships. Mr. 
Maxwell Thompson is 
chairman of the educa­
tion committee for Elks 
in the Bahamas, and Mr. 
C. H. Reeves is public 
relations director.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Sugar. Our corres­

pondent, in a newsletter 
from Georgetown, dated 
March 20th, states : 
“Most of the sugar 
estates are now milling. 
Weather is favourable 
and labour is working
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well, and production to date is about 12,500 tons more 
than for the same period last year, in spite of the fact 
that the yield per acre is low on some estates because 
of the end-of-year drought and the disruption of cane 
culture by the strikes inspired by the People’s Progres­
sive Party last autumn.

Rice. “ The British Guiana Rice Marketing Board 
has already sold 7,000 tons of rice to Jamaica for 1954, 
and it is understood that the Trinidad Executive Council 
will shortly ask the board to increase rice exports to 
that island by at least 50 per cent. It is expected that 
our rice crop this year will be about 75,000 tons, of 
which about half will be exported.

Mining. “ A new mining company, the British 
Guiana Kimberley Mining Co., with a capital of $25,000, 
has been registered here.

1954 Budget. “ The estimates for 1954 were passed 
by the Legislative Council. Expenditure is estimated 
at $33,815,687, and a surplus of $36,000 is hoped for.

Constitution Commission. “At a sitting of the 
Constitution Commission in New Amsterdam, an Indian 
sugar worker who declared that he was a member of the 
P.P.P., but refused to obey their call to boycott the 
commission, said that at a meeting in September, 1953, 
a P.P.P. member suggested to the workers that they 
should shoot Mr. Lionel Luckhoo, the well-known lawyer 
and trade union leader, the Attorney-General and Mr. 
W. O. R. Kendall, who was then House of Assembly 
member for New Amsterdam, so that the country might 
progress. At the same meeting, said the witness, Dr. 
J. P. Lachman Singh, then a minister in the P.P.P. 
government, told the people : ‘ We are the government 
and we want you to strike. We will take away the 
estates from the sugar barons and run them.’

" The commission held its last public sitting on March 
8th and left on March 10th for Barbados, where they will 
work on their report. In the two months they have 
been here the commission received oral evidence from 
240 persons or organizations and received 210 
memoranda. Just before he left the colony, the chair­
man, Sir James Robertson, said at a Press conference 
that the commission’s recommendations would be based 
on the world-wide policy of Her Majesty’s Government, 
that the colonial peoples should be led forward to self- 
government within the Commonwealth as quickly as 
possible. The commissioners had been impressed by 
the widespread awareness among the people of the 
importance of constitutional matters.

Another ‘ Red ’ Organization Banned. “ Under 
the Emergency Order, the Governor has proscribed as 
prejudicial to public safety or order the Union of 
Progressive Youth, recently formed by executives of the 
previously proscribed Pioneer Youth League, which 
was an affiliate of the Communist-controlled World 
Federation of Democratic Youth. The U.P.Y. was 
obviously meant to replace the outlawed P.Y.L.

Communist Propaganda. “During the regime 
of the P.P.P. government, the Minister of Education 
gave permission for a district branch of the P P P to 
hold meetings m the government primary school in that 
district and to this school propaganda publications 
were addressed by the Communist-controlled World 
Federation of Trade Unions. After the fall of the 

P.P.P. government the publications continued to arrive, 
and now the Women’s Auxiliary of the B.G. Teachers’ 
Association, to which the pubheations are addressed, 
has publicly objected, has passed unanimously a resolu­
tion declaring that it has no connexion with the W.F.T.U. 
and has written to the W.F.T.U. asking that all corre­
spondence shall cease forthwith.

Bad Sportsmanship. “ During the third Test 
match, played at the Georgetown Cricket Club ground, 
some of the spectators in the cheap stands threw bottles 
and crates on to the ground, apparently in discontent 
at a decision of the umpire. Such a piece of boorishness 
has never before been known in the long history oi 
cricket in this colony, and the vast majority of the 
population feel indignant and ashamed that a handful 
of hooligans should so blacken the colony’s good reputa­
tion for sportsmanship and hospitality. During the 
remaining days of the match the spectators appeared to 
be trying to make amends—they cheered the M.C.C. 
team on, and obviously wanted them to win. Many 
people believe that the incident was started by P.P.P. 
agents planted in the crowd, but there is no proof of this.

Libel Suit. “ Mr. Neville Schuler, a Georgetown 
optician, is suing Mr. Percy Armstrong, editor of the 
Guiana Times monthly magazine, and the Argosy Co., 
its printers, for $10,000 as damages for libel. Mr. 
Schuler was one of the persons whose houses were 
searched during the constitutional crisis last autumn.

Tax Expert’s Visit. “ Mr. Reginald O. Nicholas, 
assistant secretary of the U.K. Board of Inland Revenue 
has come to the colony for about two months to study 
our taxation system, ‘ having regard to the need for 
revenue to carry out the Government’s policy of social 
and economic development.’ [Picture on next page.]

Social Security. “ Professor J. H. Richardson 
Professor of Industrial Relations in the University 01 
Leeds, is here on a six-week investigation into the 
possibilities of instituting additional social and security 
measures.

Housing. “ Mr. A. E. Hickenbotham, assistant 
secretary to the British Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, and Mr. J. C. Walker, architect on the 
staff of the Housing Adviser to the Colonial Office, are 
spending about three and a half months in the colony at 
the invitation of the Government, whom they 
advise on housing matters.

Also visiting the colony in connexion with housing 
are Mr. Gildart Jackson, Mr. Donald Cameron and Mr 
Dex Harrison, three directors of Mod-X Structures, 
Ltd., who are investigating the possibilities of pre' 
fabrication of houses, using local woods.

Public Relations. “ Mr. Arthur J. W. Hockenhull 
has arrived in the colony to take over the post of Public 
Relations Adviser to the B.G. Government from Mr- 
R’ Young, who was temporarily seconded to the p°st’

Human Relations. “ Bookers Sugar Estates, Ltd’ 
have decided to appoint personnel managers on their 
sugar estates, who will be responsible for ‘ hunian 
relations,’ and will see that every individual does b3 
work in the best possible conditions of service to the 
mutual benefit of the company and the employee’ 
broadly speaking, they will be concerned with empM 
ment, promotion, working conditions, training, safety
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health and sanitation, housing, accident compensation 
and financial aids to employees and welfare. In a 
press release the firm said this was not a new idea to 
them, but that the work in this direction had now 
become enough to need a full-time personnel manager 
on each estate.

Visitors. “ Among recent visitors to the colony 
were Mr. Oliver J. Whitley, head of the General Overseas 
Service of the B.B.C. ; Viscount Portal of Hungerford, 
Marshal of the R.A.F. and director of Barclay’s Bank 
(D. C. & O.) Ltd. and Mr. G. G. Money, the bank’s 
director in the West Indies ; Mr. Charles Wilmot, British 
Council, director of the Colonies Department in London, 
and Mr. F. E. Morrish, consulting engineer of Sandbach 
Parker & Co. Ltd., and the Demerara Co., Ltd.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Constitution Bill. Our correspondent, writing from 

Belize on March 24th, states : “ The bill establishing the 
Legislative Assembly has been passed, and the Royal 
Assent has been received, thus dispelling the rumours 
that the assent might be withheld pending the result 
of the inquiry into the People’s United Party. More­
over, it has already been announced that the elections 
will take place on April 28th. Members will be required 
to take the oath of allegiance.

P.U.P. Inquiry. “ Sir Reginald Sharpe, Q.C., who is 
conducting the inquiry, arrived on March 23rd and 
commenced his sittings the same day. The issue is not 
as to whether the P.U.P. is Communist or whether the 
government of Guatemala is Communist, but simply an 
investigation into ‘ allegations of contact between the 
People’s United Party or its members and authorities 
or organizations, or persons in Guatemala or their 
representatives in British Honduras.’ In a recent letter

Naylor addressing the British Guiana Legisla- 
hve Council (See page 99) Photo Daily Argosy

Mr. Reginald O. Nicholas
Photo Daily Argosy

to the People’s 
United Party the 
Colonial Secretary 
made no bones 
about letting them 
know that ‘ it is con- 
s’idered that the 
people of British 
Honduras should 
know before the 
elections whether or 
not it is true that 
one of the political 
parties has been 
associated with a 
foreign power which 
has openly laid 
claim to the 
country.’

British Council. 
“Mr. Charles 
Wilmot of the col­
onies division of the 
British Council, has 
been touring the 
colony. The council 
is giving for a period 
an annual subsidy 
of £500 towards the maintenance of the Baron Bliss 
Institute, which will be completed in the next month or 
two and handed over to the Government.

Caribbean Commission. “ Dr. C. Y. Shephard, 
executive secretary of the Commission for Agriculture 
and Economy, has been collecting farming data here 
which will be discussed at the conference of the com­
mission in Trinidad in October.

Rice. “ A grant of £17,350 has been made from 
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds to defray the 
costs of a rice officer. He is coming from the Rice 
Pasture Experimental Station, Beaumont, Texas.

International Bank. “ A representative of the 
International Bank of Reconstruction and Development 
is to come to the colony in June. He will see whether 
the bank can be of assistance to the colony and he will 
advise on the draft development plan for 1955-60.

Weather. ” We have had an extraordinary season. 
The 'dry’ season, reckoned as February-May, has been 
prevented by a series of ‘ northers,’ with night tem­
peratures in the low sixties, up till March 17th when 
the last of them (we imagine) departed in a thoroughly 
wet fashion.”

JAMAICA
No Agreement on Constituencies. Our corres­

pondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, in a letter from Kingston 
dated March 27th, states : "It had been believed that 
the new constituencies would be created in time for 
the General Elections later in the year. At present 
seats are badly distributed, and the House of Repre­
sentatives is too small, with 32 members, to carry eight 
ministers. The Governor has announced that there 
seems no possibility of new constituencies m view of the 
fact that the Chief Minister declines to agree to the
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creation of a new constituency in St. Andrew, where 
population figures and the heavy electoral roll make a 
new constituency necessary in any revision of repre­
sentation. A change in constituencies requires a change 
in the constitutional Order in Council.

Colonial Products. “ Alarm is widely expressed at 
the policy of the U.K. Government with regard to 
colonial products. The subject was discussed in the 
Legislative Council on March 19th. Mr. Bustamante, 
the Chief Minister, proposes to visit the United Kingdom 
in May to make representations, primarily with regard 
to bananas. It is possible that he will be accompanied 
by the Hon. I. W. A. Barrant, Minister of Agriculture, 
and the Hon. A. Douglas, Minister of Trade and Indus­
try. Mr. Bustamante has invited the Hon. R. L. M. 
Kirkwood to accompany the mission.

Sugar Strike. “ The strike called at the end of 
February at the Appleton and Raheen sugar estate, by 
the Communist-backed Sugar and Agricultural Workers 
Union, has been broken, and the factory has been in 
operation from March 24th. The strike affected only 
field workers. About 800 strikers have returned to 
work.

Citrus Packing. “ The Government has handed 
over to the Citrus Growers’ Association its packing 
plant in Kingston, which the C.G.A. has rented for 
some years. The association plans to move the plant 
to Bog Walk.

Timber Production. Jamaica may become self- 
supporting in timber, and even export ‘ luxury timber 
such as mahogany and mahoe,’ according to Mr. E. W. 
March, Conservator of Forests, in an interview given 
before he left the island to take up the post of Con­
servator of Forests in Nigeria.

Electricity Supplies. “ Change of the electrical 
frequency is once more under discussion. It is proposed 
to switch to 50 cycles from the present 40 cycles. The 
cost of the change-over is estimated at £300 000. 
Expansion plans of the Jamaica Public Ser vice’Co 
call for capital expenditure of £750,000 on extension 
and improvement of light and power supplies.

Author Honoured. " Mr. W. Adolphe Roberts was 
recently awarded the Musgrave Gold Medal by the 
governors of the Institute of Jamaica. The only 
previous awards were to Mrs. Edna Manley, in 1943 
and Mr. George Goode, in 1951. The medal was 

1 r1813' Mr. ^erts Was born in Kingston in
He 1Ve and rrked 111 the United States from 

1904 for many years, but is now permanently resident in 
1S autih^ of various historical works on 

the West Indies, including a life of Sir Henry Morgan • 
he has written several novels and is amongst Jamaica’s 
leading poets. b J d s

Obituary. Mr. W. M. Fraser, I.S.O., former 
island Treasurer died on March 13th at the age of 85 
Bom m Spanish Town in 1868, he entered the civii 

b®came Treasurer in 1925, retiring 
in 1934 after nearly half a century’s service. He was 

°f the °ld Legislative
He was

Items of Interest.
Banana exports of Jamaica for 1954 will reach

13,500,000 bunches, according to recent estimates.
“ Sir Hugh Foot and Mr. Bustamante, the Chief 

Minister, visited the Cayman Islands during March.
“ Radio telephone communications between Jamaica 

and Cuba were established on March 17th.
“ The Hon. R. W. Youngman has been re-elected 

chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.
“ Jamaica’s team contending in the Seventh Central 

American and Caribbean Olympic Games at Mexico 
City carried off eleven gold medals, with 23 silver and 
four bronze medals.”

MONTSERRAT
New Roman Catholic Chapel. Our correspondent, 

Mr. H. F. Langlais, in a newsletter from Plymouth 
dated March 22nd, writes : “ On February 24th Bishop 
Demets of Roseau blessed and dedicated the Church 
of Our Lady of Montserrat. Father Grace and Catholics 
of St. Patricks deserve praise for the erection of this 
place of worship at the ‘ South.’

St. Kitts Wins Football Tournament. “ The 
annual Leeward Islands football tournament was held 
here during the week of March 7th to 13th. The Com­
missioner, Mr. C. Ross, presented The Alcoa Steamship 
Company’s trophy to the victorious team. The St. Kitts 
football team should be complimented for winning this 
trophy for three consecutive years.

Playground for Secondary School. “ On March 
18th, Mr. T. A. Twyman, managing director of the Mont­
serrat Co., Ltd., was presented with an address, signed 
by the Commissioner, and Mr. F. W. Blackman, principal 
of the secondary school, thanking the company for its 
generosity in presenting two-and-a-half acres of land to 
the school. 1 his portion of land adjoins the present 
Sturge Park which is a gift of the same company to the 
people of Montserrat. Mr. F. Delisle, attorney of the 
company, and the entire staff and children of the school, 
were present at the new secondary school, where the 
short ceremony was held.

The Commissioner thanked the company for the 
interest taken in the betterment of the island. It offers 
two scholarships annually to boys and girls for entrance 
to the secondary school. The children were given a 
half-day holiday.

Weekly Air Service Started. “ British West 
Indian Airways has started a weekly plane service in 
Montserrat. Although experts had said that there was 
no suitable spot in the island to build an airstrip, yet 
Mr. Delisle’s plan has materialized. The Montserrat 
Co., Ltd., has leased the airstrip to the Government 
a* a peppercorn rent, and the Government will spend 
£2,900 to improve it.

Piymouth Escapes Destruction by Fire. “0n 
* arch 20th, at about 10.45 a.m., a huge fire started at 
the wholesale warehouse of M. S. Osborne, general 
merchant, and in less than two-and-a-half hours the 
w ole warehouse and adjoining cotton ginnery were 
completely ruined. Had it not been for the splendid 
work of the fire fighters, and had not the wind shifted 
north-westwards, the whole town would have been 

es royed, for most of the business houses are around 
that vicinity. The Royal Bank of Canada, and both 
petrol pumps, where Esso and Shell motor petrol are
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sold, are just within a hundred yards from where the 
fire was raging.

"The Fire Brigade (voluntary), the Police, Defence 
Force and the other inhabitants of the town, who 
rushed in to the task of untrained fire fighting, deserve 
credit for their hard work, but they got little assistance 
from the poor fire-fighting equipment provided by the 
Government.

Cotton Crop Started Wonderfully. “ The sowing 
of cotton seeds started rather earlier than usual this 
year, and the plants have already begun to show signs 
of a record crop, but we need some showers very badly, 
or our hopes of a good crop will be void.”

TRINIDAD
Electricity Supply. Writing from Port-of-Spain on 

March 30th, our correspondent states : "A serious crisis 
is threatening the electricity distribution system of 
Port-of-Spain. It appears 
that the City Corporation 
Electricity Board, which 
runs trolley and motor 
buses as well as supplying 
electricity, is losing as 
much as $1,000 a day on 
the transport system thus 
preventing the board from 
building up funds which 
are desperately needed not 
only’ to improve but also 
to maintain their distribu­
tion system. The situation 
® the industrial areas of 
the city is said to be alarm­
ing and should a sub-station 
break down the board 
would be quite incapable 
of supplying the demand.

Industrial Develop- 
Valentine’s Hundredth Test Wicket {See page 99)

Photo Guiana Graphic
nient. "The development 
of secondary industries is continuing and one regularly 
hears of new activities.

Over 700 items of rubber manufactures for domestic 
djd industrial use are now being produced in the south 

Trinidad from a new process. A ‘ dry ice plant is 
n°w in production. It can be used for many processes 
deluding the storage of ice cream, so presumably there 
"Ml be much scope for this industry. A $1,000,000 milk 
c°ndensery is about to be set up to meet the colony’s 
requirements of sweetened condensed milk estimated at 
■^’OOO cases a month. It is of interest to note that 
gumption of fresh milk locally is estimated to be 

gallons a day. The factory will employ about 
। Persons. Another possibility is the manufacture of 
°w cost building materials from a mixture of Trinidad 
asPhalt, and bagasse from the sugar factories.

Five-Year Economic Plan. “ The colony will 
sPend at least $8,000,000 more than was originally 
estimated for the colony’s five-year economic pro- 
gramme; $2,000,000 more for schools, $1,500,000 more 

an(l irrigation for the colony’s rice scheme, 
b .^T’^bO.OOO on water schemes. Additional woik on 

ocksite not included in the original estimate will 
ount to nearly $2,000,000.

First Skyscraper. " On March 29th the Governor 
opened the $1,000,000 building erected for the Colonial 
Life Insurance Company. This is Trinidad’s first sky­
scraper. It is 130 feet high comprising seven storeys 
with a restaurant on the 
employees. The building 
and is a lasting monument 
dadians.

Farm Institute. " The

top floor for the use of 
dwarfs all others around 
to the enterprise of Trini-

recently completed Farm
Institute for the Eastern Caribbean was officially opened 
on March 5th by the Governor and the next day the 
institute commenced its first term of training with 35 
students drawn from various islands in the area. The 
aim of the Institute, said Mr. J. C. Hotchkiss, the 
principal, was to turn out men who would be both 
practical farmers and students of the science of agri­
culture. The agricultural industries of the area were 
looking forward to a regular flow of trained personnel 

in due course.
Port Officer Retires. 

"Mr. H. O. Culhane, the 
general manager of Port 
Services, retired earlier this 
month and returned with 
his wife to the United 
Kingdom on the s.s. Golfito. 
Mr. Alfred Mendes, deputy 
general manager, has been 
appointed to act.

1954 Carnival. "The
carnival this year was said 
to be the gayest ever. Not 
only were the costumes 
more magnificent than be­
fore, but the participators 
by their obvious enjoyment 
of their impersonations 
brought a very gay atmos­
phere to the proceedings, 
which were enlivened when 

the French liner He de France arrived on the second day 
and 727 American and Canadian tourists threw their 
weight into the merry-making. This year’s carnival 
was noteworthy for the peacefulness of the parades in 
the streets and for the generally high standard of 
behaviour, a marked contrast to some of the carnivals in 

earlier years.
Community Centre. “ A speedy and unanimous 

passage through the Legislature was given to a bill to 
provide for the establishment of a concert hall and 
community centre and a piece of land has been made 
available in King George V Park, St Clair. Some funds 
which have already been collected by the concert hall 
committee have now become vested in the board set 
up under the ordinance and it is hoped that sufficient 
funds will be available shortly to enable a start to be 
made with the building of the hall.

Trinidad Music Festival. “ Trinidad’s fourth com­
petitive music festival was opened by the Governor on 
March 23rd with Dr. Herbert Wiseman as adjudicator. 
The festival is continuing with competitions for choirs 
as well as soloists and Dr. Wiseman said that he did not 
expect to find such good choir singing. A record number
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of 20,000 persons is participating in the festival.
Hunger Strike. “ Student teachers at a hostel have 

caused some amusement by going on hunger strike 
rather than eat salt fish. It appears that salt fish 
formed the backbone of practically all their meals and 
contrary to the belief of the warden of the hostel that 
it was beloved by all, was certainly disliked very strongly 
by the 34 student teachers. The students composed an 
unprintable calypso on their troubles and decided to 
take their meals in a nearby café; when, however, their 
complaint was examined by authority they were told 
that the management did not really mind whether they 
took their meals in the hostel or not but they would, 
nevertheless, have to pay their monthly boarding bill.”

Trinidad Diorama

'T'he Imperial Institute, the activities of which are 
r now entirely educational, is steadily organizing its 
campaign for the spread, among the people of Great 
Britain, of knowledge of the commonwealth and 
colonies.

In line with the modern predilection for substituting 
visual aids for the written word, one means being 
adopted is the distribution of coloured dioramas which 
can be erected by the school staff or purchaser, and 
which exhibit typical colonial scenes.

The fourth in the series of these “ class-room fit-up 
dioramas ” represents a Trinidad village. The scene, 
colourful and lively, is a composite multum in parvo, 
but is none the less typical of the sort of small village 
found anywhere in the island. On the green in the 
foreground boys are playing cricket and a calypso band 
rehearses in the shade of a tree. On one side is the 
village street and on the other a grove of cocoa trees 
topped by the gay blossoms of the “ immortelle ” trees 
which shade the cocoa. Oil derricks rise behind a 
sugar plantation in the background. A travelling 
library van has stopped at the corner of the street near 
the general store which supplies the simple needs of the 
villagers. These things and others are described very 
fully in teaching notes which accompany the diorama.

The price of each diorama, with teaching notes, is 
5s. 9d. (6s. post free) ; staging construction plan 3d. 
extra.

Colonial Shooting Competition

The National Rifle Association announce that the 
1953 annual rifle postal match for the “ Duke of 
Gloucester’s” challenge cup and “Lord Wakefield” 
silver medals was won by British Guiana, for the third 
year m succession, with an aggregate score of 1,092. 
Ihe “ Lord Wakefield ” bronze medals, awarded to the 
team gaining second place, were won by Barbados with 
a total of 1,088. Trinidad gained third place in the 
competition with 1,085.

Revolver Match Result
The “Lynch-Staunton” challenge cup and special 

silver medals were won by the Jamaica “ A ” Team 
with an aggregate score of 351.

Trade Promotion Conference

A trade promotion conference, convened by the 
Caribbean Commission, was due to be held in Trinidad 
from April 6th to 12th. In addition to government dele­
gates there were representatives from chambers of 
commerce and observers from international organiza­
tions.

Among the documents prepared for the consideration 
of the delegates and observers were papers and studies 
by Dr. Eric Williams, deputy chairman of the Caribbean 
Research Council, Mr. C. J. Burgess and Mr. Gilberto 
Cabrera, both executive secretaries (Economics). Dr. 
Williams dealt with the present scope of Caribbean 
trade, while Mr. Burgess studied factors affecting 
Caribbean trade and intra-Caribbean transportation and 
communications. Mr. Cabrera prepared a document on 
new extra-Caribbean Markets. Mr. Howard Tewksbury, 
special consultant to the Caribbean Commission and 
trade promotion specialist, wrote two papers ; one on 
financing and credit facilities, and the other on current 
trade promotion practices in the Caribbean.

Statistical data and analyses relating to the Caribbean 
as a potential market for Caribbean products and the 
expansion of existing extra-Caribbean markets have been 
prepared by7 Allan Morais, Statistician of the Central 
Secretariat.

Import of Bananas

Board of Trade Notice
A notice to importers (No. 636) issued on March 16th 

by the Board of Trade announced that the existing 
licensing arrangements for the import of bananas 
originating in and consigned from any country or 
territory other than Albania, Argentina, Bolivia, Bul­
garia, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czecho­
slovakia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
French Somaliland, Germany (Russian zone), Guate­
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Japan, Korea, 
Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Persia, Philipph)ei’ 
Poland, Roumania, Tangier, United States of America, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Venezuela and 
Yugoslovia, due to terminate on March 31st, will con­
tinue on a similar basis until September 30th, 1954.

Applications for further licences to cover imports up 
to that date, the notice stated, were to be submitted 
to the Import Licensing Branch of the Board of Trade 
not later than March 27th, 1954.

Trinidad Oil Industry
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 

February production of crude oil and casing-heao 
gasoline amounted to 238,361 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Prod1*' 
tion for four weeks ended March 1st was 432,648 barre-’

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. 11 
crude oil output for February was 257,524 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of February 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amonnte 
to 490,660 barrels.
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West Indies at Westminster

Immigration into Britain. Mr. T. Reid asked the Prime 
Minister if, in view of the ever-increasing immigration of over­
seas British subjects into Britain regardless of economic and 
other consequences, he would appoint a committee to report 
on the matter, which was causing widespread interest.

Sir Winston Churchill, in a written answer of March 18th, 
stated that that matter was engaging continuous thought 
and study, but he was not convinced that a committee to 
consider that subject would serve a useful purpose at the present 
time.

Cotton Contracts. Mr. Hale asked the President of the Board 
of Trade what estimate he had of the number of contracts for 
British cotton textiles being cancelled by merchants in British 
colonial territories in consequence of the Anglo-Japanese Trade 
Agreement; and when he would report on that matter.

Mr. Peter Thorneycroft, in a written answer of March 19th, 
stated that he had seen reports referring to cancellations in 
general terms, but no specific case had been brought to his 
notice.

Employment in U.K. Mr. N. Nicholson asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what advice or warning was given to 
West Indians intending to come to this country about the 
difficulties of obtaining work.

Replying on his behalf, Mr. J. Foster, Under-Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Relations, in a written answer of 
March 9th, states that the government of Jamaica, which is 
the territory principally concerned, issues warnings through the 
public Press from time to time emphasizing the difficulties likely 
to be encountered in obtaining work in this country, and strongly 
advising individuals against proceeding to the United Kingdom 
unless they have made definite arrangements for employment 
and accommodation in advance.

Additional Minister of State. Mr. James Johnson asked 
the Prime Minister on March 23rd if he would consider recom­
mending the appointment of an additional Minister of State for 
the Colonies.

Sir Winston Churchill said that it was not proposed at present 
to make any additional Ministerial appointments.

Mr. Johnson then asked : “Is the Prime Minister not aware 
of the feeling on both sides of the House that colonial affairs 
are becoming so vast that they7 need more than two Ministers 
in this Chamber ? Is he also aware that the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies has become so peripatetic lately that this, 
combined with the unfortunate absence of his colleague the 
Minister of State, has meant that for weeks on end we have had 
no Minister from that Department at the Box to answer 
Questions, which is unfortunate both for this House and for 
the Empire ? Will the Prime Minister not think again on this 
matter, which after all is a non-party matter ?

In reply, Sir Winston said : “ We should be chary of creating 
new Ministerial appointments.”

U.K. Grapefruit Imports. Mr. Niall Macpherson asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was satisfied 
that grapefruit authorised to be imported from the United States 
, America under Section 550 of the United States Mutual 
purity Act, in fact complied with the terms of that Act, in 
mat it would not affect adversely normal imports from the 
Bntish West Indies and British Honduras.

Mr. Lyttelton’s written answer of March 23rd was in the 
affirmative. He said that the value of the grapefruit which 
was to be imported was about ¿350,000 of which half would be 
Iresh and half canned. The fresh grapefruit would be marketed 
at a period when supplies from colonial producers were running

,jW their peak level. , , ..
Having regard to the quantity he was satisfied that tne 

ransaction complied with the terms of the Mutual Security 
Act and that normal imports from the British West Indies and 

ntish Honduras should not be displaced.

Air Conditioning of Offices. Mr. Tilney asked the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies on March 3rd what was the policy of 
^Majesty’s Government on the air-conditioning of government- 
owned offices and buildings in those colonies which lay within tne 
tropics. &

Mr- J. Foster, Under-Secretary of State for Commonwealth 

Relations, who replied, stated that that was a matter for indivi­
dual colonial governments to determine.

Mr. Tilney then asked Mr. Foster if he would agree that it 
was as cheap to build air-conditioned houses as those of the 
traditional type, and would he also agree that the efficiency of 
expatriates increased greatly with such modern scientific help.

Mr. Foster said that he could not express an opinion as to 
whether the cost was the same. Obviously the cost of converting 
existing buildings was fairly heavy. He said Mr. Tilney might 
be interested in “Colonial Building Notes,” which set out the 
methods of converting buildings to air-conditioning.

Drainage and Irrigation. Mr. Brockway asked the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies what amounts from public funds 
had been spent on drainage and irrigation in British Guiana in 
each of the last 10 years.

In a written answer of February 26th, Mr. Lyttelton supplied 
the following table, which sets out expenditure during each of 
the years from 1945 onwards. Mr. Lyttelton stated that figures 
for earlier years were not available in the same form.

* B.W.I. $=4s. 2d..

Colony Funds Colonial
Development

A nmially Extra- and Welfare
Year Recurrent ordinary Funds T otal

♦$ *$ *$ *$
1945 .................. 283,446 249,145 621,120 1,153,711
1946 .................. 269,743 270,954 1,504,320 2,045,017
1947 .................. 345,545 300,597 1,435,680 2,081,822
1948 .................. 367,149 363,612 973,440 1,704,201
1949 .................. 580,722 382,118 647,059 1,609,899
1950 .................. 608,474 313,764 1,020,960 1,943,198
1951................. 624,428 307,238 488,923 1,420,589
1952 ................. 516,626 446,281 1,488,202 2,451,109
1953 (Revised

Estimate)... 593,483 800,599 661,320 2,055,402
1954 (Estimate) 723,830 909,205 2,280,000 3,913,035

Total $4,913,446 $4,343,513 $11,121,024 $20,377,983

U.K. Sugar-Beet Factory. Mr. Driberg asked the Minister 
of Agriculture on February 25th how soon he expected that it 
would be possible to start building a new sugar-beet factory in 
the South of England.

Sir Thomas Dugdale said that as he explained in the reply 
that he gave to Mr. Hurd on November 19th [December, 1953, 
Circular, page 333] that problem was being studied in the 
first place by a group of officials. The officials were in process 
of taking the views of the representatives of the growers and 
others interested.

Mr. Driberg then asked how long that process took, to which 
Sir Thomas replied : “ I do not think very long. The officials 
are getting on with the inquiry as speedily as possible.”

Mr. H. Nicholls then asked Sir Thomas if he would keep in 
mind that any new sugar-beet factory which would relieve 
congestion at the Peterborough sugar-beet factory would open 
up extra sugar beet acreage in that area, which was going to be 

very considerable.
Mr D Marshall asked Sir Thomas if he could tell the House 

whether the same consideration would be given m regard to a 
factory in the South West of England.

Sir Thomas said that he had answered the question on the 

order paper.
Russell asked theJamaica Tobacco Workers. Mr.

Secretary of State for the Colonies on March 3rd what informa­
tion he had to account for the reduction in the employment of 
tobacco workers in Jamaica.

Mr I Foster Under-Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations who replied, stated that the reduction in employment 
in the Jamaica tobacco industry had been due to a reduction 
in the demand for Jamaican cigars, particularly in this country, 
with consequent restricted production

Mr Russell then asked Mr. Foster if he could say whether the 
reduction in the demand for Jamaican cigars was in any way
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due to imports of cigars from Cuba and had lie received any 
representations from Jamaica on that subject.

Mr. Foster said it was due to that partly, because there is a 
preference on the part of United Kingdom customers for Cuban 
cigars, and far more Cuban cigars are available. I should like 
to have notice of the second part of my hon. Friend’s supple­
mentary question.

Health Service Doctors. Mr. Tilney asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on March 3rd what arrangements there 
were for seconding doctors from the National Health Service 
to the service of colonial governments ; and how many were at 
that time seconded to Nigeria and the Gold Coast, respectively.

Mr. J. Foster, Under-Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations, who replied, said that hospital authorities had power 
to second members of their medical staffs in suitable circum­
stances to overseas and other posts. In addition, National 
Health Service hospital doctors might take up employment in 
the Colonial Medical Service for periods up to six years, with 
continuing participation in National Health Service super­
annuation. The salaries and general conditions of service of 
doctors so employed were similar to those for doctors on the 
permanent establishment. On reversion to employment in this 
country, a gratuity was payable. One doctor was serving in 
Nigeria and three doctors in the Gold Coast under the latter 
arrangements.

Mr. Tilney asked Mr. Foster if he would bear in mind that in 
Northern Nigeria there was only one doctor for every 64,000 
people, and would he discuss with the Minister of Health what 
steps could be taken to make seconding better known and more 
popular.

Mr. Foster replied in the affirmative. He said that Mr. 
Tilney would appreciate that the trouble was partly due to the 
recent creation of the posts and partly to reluctance to accept 
a new idea.

Canned Fruit Imports. Mr. Dodds asked the Minister of 
Food on March 15th what were the prospects for imported 
canned fruits for the remainder of the year.

Major Lloyd George said that he expected a substantial 
improvement.

Mr. Dodds then asked : “In order to give the Minister the 
opportunity of giving encouragement to the housewives, may 1 
ask if he expects a big quantity of American canned fruits to be 
made available which can be bought at very cheap prices ? 
If so, will the Minister pass the fruits on to the housewife at a 
reduced price, or will the price have to help to make up for the 
cost of eggs ? ”

In reply. Major Lloyd George said that he was not in a position 
to give information on the first part of Mr. Dodds’s question but 
the total supply this year should be something like 75 per cent 
of pre-war. 1

Commander Donaldson asked Major Lloyd George if when he 
was considering the importation of canned' fruits from the other 
side of the Atlantic would he keep always in mind the necessity 
of importations from Canada as well as the United States ?

Major Lloyd George indicated assent.
Mr. Chetwynd asked Major Lloyd George if he had any powers 

to see that those imports were distributed fairly over the country 
of slmifsSpply7 m n°rth'eaSt Where there were complaints

Major Lloyd George said that there was a short supply last 
yeai, when supplies were only equal to half pre-war, but distri­
bution start^^ SCrupulously fair ever since controlled distri- 

??• RuSSeU the Secretary of 
Rrithh Colonies what documents had to be produced by 

respectively, £

PoDii™ F?ter’ Under-Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations who replied, stated in a written answer of March 10th • 

. r „ *' , 'ted States citizens, visas
except for persons who are on a temporary visit noi 

exceeding a stay of three weeks and in possession of a ret urn 
or onward ticket and sufficient funds for their maintenance 
Immigrants must make prior application to the Colonial Secretarv 
lor permission to enter and remain in the colonv nnd mn e • 
complete information regarding the work, îf a£ In which thev 

engag?; evidence ¿f financial standi
°0 arriYal beaHh and character certificates Thev 

to deposit with the Immigration Officer the sum 
f £20 or sufficient bond of two residents good for five years/’

Colonial Airports. M.iy Kusscirasked the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies what were the total sums contributed by the 
United Kingdom Government to the construction and main­
tenance of airports in the colonies since 1945 ; how many 
colonies had been assisted in that way ; and on what basis those 
contributions were made.

In a written answer of March 24th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
the total amounts made available by the United Kingdom towards 
the construction and maintenance of airports in 34 colonial 
administrations were :—

(a) grants approved under the Colonial Develop- £ 
ment and Welfare Acts since April 1st, 1946... 3,138,050

(b) contributions from the Civil Aviation Vote 
since April 1st, 1947 ... ... ... ... 2,166,000

Figures before these dates were not readily available.
The grants were to assist with expenditure which could not be 

met from local funds. The contributions were in respect of 
facilities required for British trunk services where those facilities 
were in excess of those required to meet local needs.

Movement Restrictions. Miss Lee asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he was aware that Mr. Ramkarran, 
former Member of the House of Assembly, British Guiana, was 
unemployed and, because of restrictions placed on his move­
ments, was unable to earn a living for himself and his family ; and 
if steps would be taken to remove those disabilities.

In a written answer of March 24th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
Mr. Ramkarran had, in fact, received permission to leave his 
present restricted area on a number of occasions for specific 
purposes, and should he have wished to take up employment in 
another area permission to change his area of residence would not 
have been withheld.

Photo-reconnaissance. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what photo-reconnaissance 
had been done by the Royal Air Force in British Guiana ; how 
much of the original task remained to be completed ; when the 
photo-reconnaissance flight was removed ; and whether it would 
return to complete the task.

In a written answer of March 24th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
photo-reconnaissance in British Guiana had been undertaken 
by a private company, not by the R.A.F. Out of 35,000 square 
miles originally scheduled for air photography. 15,000 square 
miles remained to be done. The aircraft left British Guiana in 
December, but a further contract is under consideration.

Agricultural Reports. Asked by Mrs. White when the 
reports on land settlement and peasant sugar-farming in British 
Guiana would be published in this country, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, Mr. Lyttelton, stated in a written answer 
of March 24th that he was consulting the Governor about the 
publication of those reports.

Grenada Unrest. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the Sécrétai} 
of State for the Colonies the situation with regard to the strikes 
in Grenada ; and to what extent there had been breaches of la" 
and order.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer of March 24th, stated that 
the partial strike to which his right hon. Friend the Minister of 
State for Colonial Affairs referred on January 27th [seeFebruary 
Circular, page 36] had not been called off, but the situation 
had much improved and the supply of labour was generally 
meeting the demand. Some cases of suspected arson had 
reported involving labourers’ huts and crops, and a number ot 
cocoa trees had been destroyed.

On March 2nd there was a disturbance at Victoria in which 
four people were injured, none seriously. All was now quiet.

Expulsion Order. Mr. M. Stewart asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies why Senor Vicente Gamboa Marcano ha( 
been ordered to leave Trinidad ; and whether he would cnab 
Senor Gamboa to prolong his stay in the colony.
uJ! a written answer of March 24th, Mr. Lyttelton stated : “J" 
Idol, Senor Gamboa Marcano gave a written undertaking ° 
the Government of Trinidad that he would refrain from an) 
political activities relating to Venezuela for as long as he remain^ 
in 1 nnidad. He has broken this written undertaking and 
continued presence in Trinidad is damaging the relations of tn 
Government of Trinidad and Her Majesty’s Government «« 
the Government of Venezuela. I am not prepared to reco®*' 

the Government of Trinidad that his stay in the colon.
should be prolonged.’’



April, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR
111

West Indian Passenger List
Booker Line

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain I. A. 
Carter), Liverpool, March 19th :—
Miss K. Carter 
Miss J. Carter 
Mrs. Catchpole

Mr. D. C. Cu thill
Mr. & Mrs. J. Douglas 
Mr. Katkoo

Royal Mail Lines
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in R.M.S. Ebro (Captain L. T. 

Peterson), London, March 10th:—
Mrs. M. DaCostá 
Mr. C. Franklin 
Mrs. W. Gardner 
Major D. Godfrey

Lt.-Col. & the

Miss Johnson

Hon. Mrs. 
Johnson

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in R.M.S. Essequibo (Captain 
T. W. F. Bolland), London, March 22nd :—
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bonnell
Mrs. M. Bryan
Mr. W. S. Crabbe
Mr. H. Douglas

Mr. & Mrs. L. Fyfe 
Mrs. M. Habbijam 
Mr. J. Hogan

Sailings to Bermuda, Bahamas and Jamaica, in R.M.S. Ebro 
(Captain F. A. C. Thacker), London, March 30th :—
Mr. H. L. Anderson
Mrs. H. L. Danby 
Mr. H. M. Eastwood 
Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Harris

Mr. E. L. Higgins 
Mrs. A. Marr 
Mrs. Rothwell

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, 

Lombard), Southampton, March
in s.s. Colombie (Captain R. 
16th :—

Mr. G. Allen 
Mrs. S. Baksh 
Miss M. Baksh 
Mr. A. Baptiste 
Miss 1). Blakcwav 
Mr. J. .Caldcro . 
Mr. 0. Didier 
Mr. S. Dixit 
Mrs. S. Hance 
Mr. V. Hariramani

Lord & Lady Hatherton 
Mrs. Jankee 
Mr. 15. Jones 
Mr. L. Jones 
Misses Lewis (2) 
Mr. R. McKenzie 
Mr. F. Mendes 
Mrs. M. Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Moseley

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Boskoop, Dover, 

March 3rd :—
Mr. N. Fowler Mr. & Mrs. A. Gallacher Mr. & Mrs. R. Howard

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Willemstad, 
London, March 7th :—
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Deal Mr. & Mrs. IL Robertson Sir John & Lady Tait
Mr. F. Donnelly Miss R. E. Smith Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Wilde
it L- Harris Mr. & Mrs. Sumner- Miss F. G. Wiles
Mr. & Mrs. C. Robertson Moore Mr. & Mrs. P. Zijdcrvcld

in s.s. Cottica (CaptainHome arrivals from the West Indies, 
C. Ewouds), Plymouth, March 9th :— 
Mr. T. A. Craig 
Mr. A. G. Disney 
J r- M. Fazal 
Mis. M. Fernandes 
Miss B. Fernandes

Mr. R. Grant 
Mr. A. J. Hector 
Mr. J. Henry 
Mr. S. Laczewski 
Mr. B. D. Lees

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 

s.s. Ariguani (Captain J. Kinsley), Avonmouth, March 10th:—
^r- & Mrs. C. Boa

dL L. Andrews 
CosbyMrs. A. Gentle

M?' M- Anderson
Dr,0K « Mrs' Bakewell

J r-L. Cocks

M“® D. Cushnie

Barbados 
Commander & Mrs. O. C.

Giddy 
Trinidad

Miss Lathey 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Macak 
Mr. C. A. Miller

Jamaica 
Mrs. M. Dean 
Colonel A. Fenn 
Mrs. B. Garson 
Mrs. G. Gavin 
Mrs. M. Graham 
Mr. J. Habkirk 
Miss L. Leacock

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Manistee (Captain R. 
^ycock), Liverpool, March 16th :— 
Mn F . Miss H. Fuller
Miss D h & Mrs’ J' Gatcomlie
Mr. R uT . Mrs. H. Leiba• H- Davies Mrs. A. Mighty

Mr. P. J. Noble
Mr. D. O. Pollard

Mr. & Mrs. B. Sherlock 
Miss M. Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. L. Wilmin

Lady Palmer 
Mr. C. Smith 
Miss J. Wise

Mrs. B. M. Sampson
Mr. A. O. Titford
Mr. & Mrs. F. Wakeham

Mr. & Mrs. L. Offer
Mr. & Mrs. C. Pitchford
Mrs. C. Prcito
Mrs. A. Quincey
Mrs. M. Redfern
Mrs. J. Stewart
Mrs. C. Talbert 
Mr. W. Trounson 
Mrs. M. Trounson

Miss L. McCalmont
Mr. & Mrs. K. Pollmann 
Miss V. D. Quintyn 
Mr. M. Rucinski 
Mr. R. F. Stephen

Mr. & Mrs. C. Grossmith 
Colonel & Mrs. Pike

Mr. & Mrs. Barrie Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Sweet 
Mr. C. White

Capt. I. McClement
Mrs. A. Manners
Mr. & Mrs. C. Payne
Mr. & Mrs. R. Abel Smith
Miss Abel Smith
Mrs. K. Webster
Miss L. A. Wright

Miss C. Nation 
Mr. W. Oliver 
Mr. L. Thompson

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad' and Jamaica in s.s. 
Golfito (Captain S. A. Sapsworth), at Southampton, March 21st:—
Mr. & Mrs. K. C. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Blackwell 
Col. & Mrs. R. Blewitt 
Mrs. A. Birtwistle 
Sir Bracewell-Smith 
Dr. & Mrs. Branday 
Mr. & Mrs. L. B. Brandon 
Col. & Mrs. R. Brinckman 
Mrs. G. Carmichael 
Major & Mrs. Carington 
Mrs. E. & Miss D. Chudley 
Mrs. A. M. Copland 
Mr. & Mrs. Cot tell 
Mr. & Mrs. H. O. Culhane 
Mr. & Mrs. A. D’Andrade 
Miss G. Dawson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Donnan 
Mrs. G. Eisner 
Miss B. Ford 
Mr. R. M. Forsythe 
Miss M. Frank'

Home arrivals from Barbados, 
Gavina (Captain T. H. Bull),

Mr. F. E. Dalton
Mr. & Mrs. A. Douglas

Mr. K. Bellamy
Mrs. E. Chan
Mrs. J. Fell-Smith 
Miss M. K. Gittens

Mr. G. F. Austin 
.Mr. T. E. Birley 
Miss J. Brace 
.Mr. & Mrs. R. O. Burlison 
Mr. & Mrs. E. H. Davey 
Mrs. V. Ducksbury 
Miss N. C. Edlin 
Mrs. J. C. Fishbournc

Miss M. L. Ashford 
Mr.-& Mrs. W. Bottomley

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Inch), Southampton, March 29th :—
Dr. & Mrs. L. G. Blair 
Mrs. J. R. Campbell 
Mr. G. C. Harding

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Matina 
Liverpool, March 5th :—
Dr. & Mrs. L. G. Blair
Mr. J. S. Charlton
Mr. G. C. Harding

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain R. W. Lundy),
Avonmouth, March 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Ackroyd 
Mr. R. J. Barrett 
Mrs. S. M. Bowen 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Dowscy 
Miss D. C. Dowscy 
Mr. & Mrs. A. S. Dujon 
Mrs. J. B. Evans 
Mrs. J. J. Gilliat 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Gore 
Miss I. M. Hall

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain J. Kinsley), Avonmouth, March 16th :—

Mr. J. R. Betts
Mr. F. W. Candler 
Mr. A. D. Cottingham 
Hon. Beryl Cozens-Hardy

Miss E. Amoroso-Centeno
Mr. K. T. Arnold
Mrs. M. S. Blackburn
Mrs. F. A. Blackburn
Mrs. H. Brash
Miss D. E. Brash
Miss M. C. Bristol

Miss U. M. Buchanan 
Mr. & Mrs. C. N. Chappel
Dr. S. F. Collins

Sailings to Barbados, 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth),

Dr. & Mrs. A. G. Leacock 
Mr. S. L. Murray

Miss S. A. Benson 
Mr. T. J. Colthurst 
Mr. J. C. Olver

Mr. A. E. Clatworthy
Mr. & Mrs. H. Jackman

Mr. & Mrs. H. Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Freeman 
Miss C. H. Gall
Mrs. J. B. H. Gibbings 
Mr. W. V. Gibson 
Commander & Mrs.

A. R. Glen 
Rev. & Mrs. D. P.

Glyn-Davies 
Miss E. Glyn-Davies 
Mr. B. Gonsalves 
Mr. P. Groves
Mrs. S. Hardy 
Mrs. G. G. Hodgson 
Mr. P. K. Hodgson 
Sir Charles &

Lady Hope-Dunbar 
Mrs. B. M. Johnstone 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Knowles 
Lady I. McCalmont 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mallinson

Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. 
at Avonmouth, March 24th :—

Barbados 
Miss K. M. Garner 
Miss F. Rosen

Trinidad 
Mrs. D. E. Pollard 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Reynolds 
Mrs. A. Skinner

Jamaica 
Mrs. V. Fletcher 
Mr. F. L. Francis 
Mr. T. P. French 
Mr. & Mrs. N. W. Geddes 
Mrs. M. R. Gillespie 
Mrs. B. M. Harrison 
Mr. F. H. Hawtree

Round Trip
Mrs. E. Clews
Mr. & Mrs. W. Davis

Mrs. M. Manton 
Mrs. D. Procter 
Mr. D. E. Ross

Mrs. C. Riley 
Mr. D. E. Ross 
Miss N. B. Spain

5th :—
Mr. A. B. Hcckstall-Smith 
Miss J. A. Hogben 
Mrs. D. M. Hutton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Joy 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kellett 
Mrs. G. M. Long 
Mr. & Mrs. J. MacDonald 
Miss R. C. McDonald 
Mr. J. L. Milligan

Barbados 
Colonel H. G. Hoare 
Major & Mrs. W. KcKcc 
Miss J. A. McKee

Trinidad 
Mr. D. B. Horner 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hudson 
Mr. J. S. Knight 
Mr. J. E. Knowles 
Capt. & Mrs. G. Sherwood 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Sidebotham 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Stelling

Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Gryff 
Mr. R. K. Richardson 
Lady Segrave

Barbados 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Reece

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. A. Ruthven- 

Murray
Mr. E. C. Scott

Jamaica 
Mr. F. R. Palmer 
Miss J. Swallow

Mrs. J. Sunderland 
Mr. P. Taylor 
Miss E. M. Vierucl 
Miss C. E. Watson 
Miss E. D. Webb 
Mr. D. H. Whyte

Mr. W. D. Stavert
Mr. & Mrs. F. Williams 
Major H. R. Zehnder

Trinidad and Jamaica, 
Southampton,

in s.s. Golfito 
March 30th :—

Miss M. M. Titmas

Mr. R. W. Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Starck
Mr. & Mrs. I. G. Weir

Mr. & Mrs. J. Whitaker

Mr. D. B. Marais 
The Hon. & Mrs. J. L.

Mathieu-Perez 
Sir A. & Lady Morrell 
Mrs. G. M. Noone
Sir Kenneth K. O’Connor 
Dr. & Mrs. J. O’Mahony 
Lord & Lady St. Oswald 
Mr. & Mrs. O. E. Parra tt 
Miss E. Perks 
Mrs. R. I. Previte 
Col. & Mrs. C. Reinhold 
Mr. A. Rowland
Mr. N. S. N. Rudolf
Col. & Mrs. M. D. Scott 
Mr. A. G. C. Sims 
Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Slowe 
Capt. & Mrs. T. Spalding 
Mr. & Mrs. I). H. Stacey 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Symes 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Vernier

Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Skinner

Mrs. E. M. Stallard
Mrs. E. Tait
Miss E. A. Young

Mr. F. W. Isherwood 
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Phillips 
Mr. F. G. H. Powell 
Miss H. M. Richards 
G/Capt. Donald R. Shore 
Mrs. E. Smith 
Mr. R. J. Stallard

Mr. & Mrs. W. Moore
Mr. D. B. Winter

Matina (Captain E. P.

Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Wilson 
Rev. & Mrs. J. S. Wint 
Mr. W. G. Wright

(Captain F. P. Inch),

Mrs. G. A. Taylor
Miss J. A. Werner-Lauric 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Wilson

Mr. R. M. Millingen
Mrs. R. Monicr-Williams
Miss J. I. Ryder
Mr. N. G. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. J. Thompson 
Mrs. M. E. Vallance 
Mr. & Mrs. B. H. Walker 
Mr. J. W. Whittingham 
Mrs. R. M. Williams

Mr. E. S. Mills
Mr. W. E. Rose
Mr. & Mrs. R. Williams
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The Markets
April 5th, 1954

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
April 7th, 1953

2A
3A

Consols
War Loan

64
86>

66
872

59
794

61
811

10 Angostura Bitters ... 30/- 40/- 43/9 48/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34 '- 32/- 34
*7.1- Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 16/- 16/- 18 -

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 45/- 47/6 40/7A- 43/1 4
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 37/- 40/- 38/6 41/6

*tio Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 29/3 29/9 32/101 33/4 A
« Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 23/- 22/3 22/7 A
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/7A 2/1A 1/71 2/-

Caroni Ltd. 2/- 2/- 3/- 2/- 2/6
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/- 21 - 18/9 20/-

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5'— 6'3 7/6 4/6 5 /—
22 A- Kern Oil Co. 4/- 14- 15/- 13/3 14/3
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 35/6 37- 28/3 29 3
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/6 2/- 1/9 2/3
14 Royal Bank of Canada §10 305/- 325/- 240/- 260/-

*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/— 54/- 58/9 61 -
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 20/6 22/- 17/- 18 -
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 30/3 31/6 21/- 22/-

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— 19/9 20/9 
25/-

27/3 28/3
*18A Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 23/6 24/41 26/10 J

Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 21/- 22/- 20/- 21/-
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 3/9 5/- 3/9 4/3*124 

5
X”

United British Oilfields 6/8 
West Indies Sugar ...

21/104
27/-
22/-

23/9 
29/-

23/9 
22/6

25/— 
24/6

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 24/- 20/- 22/6
♦Free of Income Tax. f And 5 per cent Bonus free of Income Tax.
Cocoa. Prices have fluctuated considerably but compared 

with a month ago are higher. Only small supplies have been 
offered from the West Indies. Sales have been reported of 
plantation Trinidad at from 450/- to 480/- f.o.b. Grenada fine 
estates cocoa was offered by resellers early in the month at 
445/- to 460/- f.o.b. with Grenada shippers asking 480/-. Sales 
during the past few days have been made at 480/- f.o.b. At 
the close of the month the market is easier.

Honey. Spot supplies of Jamaica are quoted at 120/- to 125/- 
per cwt. ex store. Australian light amber is quoted at 110/- 
ex store and medium amber at 95/- to 100/-.

Pimento. Spot supplies are quoted at'4/6 per lb. ex store. 
Thcie are still no offers for shipment from Jamaica.

Ginger. 1 he market is much higher on the month, but at 
offered 9^7 1S a tendency- Jamaica new crop is 

f PAr C1£ APribMay shipment for ordinary 
No- 3 is at 240/- per cwt. '

^uieJ conditions have continued in this market, 
^and \ 8°’S 2/9> sound »^sorted
z, and defectives 1/5. 1 he c.i.f. values are : 80s 2/64 sound 
unassorted 1/11 and defectives 1/3|. 2’

Mace. Spot supplies of all grades are scarce at the present 
tnne- lhe Quotations for shipment are 7/10 for whole pale c i f and 7/- per lb. for No. 1 broket earliest June July sMpnFent

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for 
are as follows :— February, 1954,

Imports of Unrefined tons
Mauritius
Australia ... ... ...
Fiji ... ...
Jamaica ... ... .’.
Leeward Islands
Windward Islands
Barbados
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ... ... ” ’
Other Commonwealth Countries 
Puerto Rico
Cuba
Dominican Republic ... .’
Peru
Other foreign countries ...

January- 
June 
1953 
58,759 

259,275
17,383 
91,541 
46,057 

7,816 
54,425 
77,346 
55,824 

300

350,548 
170,632

138,177

Month of 
February

1954
37,367 
67,961 
17,657 
13,060

1,050

3,937 
2,500

11,705 
17,094

59,208 
24,180

J anuary-February 
1953 1954
54,954 102,743

112,230 173,822
8,809 35,398

13,804 19,953
4,291 1,050

2,014 3^937

1,200 2,535
21,171 31,720

52,486

14,484 141,055
1L534 28,260

Total ... 1,328,083 255,719 244,491 592,959
Consumption
Refined ...
Unrefined... ... ...

Month of 
5,028 

131,169

January 
4 

112,390
Total ... 136,197 112,394

Stocks (end of January) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined "/
Imported Unrefined ...

236,900
2,100

525,750

319,450

1,440,650
Total ... 764,750 1,760,100

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter, 
for February, 1954, are as follows

January-
June

Imports cwts. 1953
Sierra Leone ... ... ... 14,294
Gold Coast ... ... ... 1,078,378
Nigeria ............................................... 699,17«
Western Samoa and Ross Depen­

dency   11,593
Jamaica ... ... ... ... 22,022
Windward Islands ... ... 30,102
Trinidad ... ... ... ... 30,630
Other Commonwealth Countries 1,959
Netherlands ... ... ... 13,839
Brazil ..................................................... 6,320
Other foreign countries ... 29,935

The Board of Trade

Month of
February January-

1954 1953
2,014 11,271

278,681 422,969
221,781 262,651

— 6,906
929 7,359

5,975 11,432
4,492 4,741
4,467 501

12,394 4,164
3,149 2,140
3,503 127

Returns

February 
1954

7,012 
367,734 
305,296

15,314 
1,099

10,655 
5,279 
6,009

20,117 
4,311 
6,975

1,938,248
Less powder and butter... ... 72,216

537,385
19,359

734,261
20,703

749,801
30,107

Total, Cocoa, Raw’ ... 1,866,032 518,026 713,558 719,694

Exports ................................ 59,577 6,421 28,534 15,081
Month of January 

Consumption................................ 215,420 ' 202,729
Stocks (end of January) ... 408,000 300,W0

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for February, 1954, are 
as follows :—

January- Month of
June February January-February
1953 1954 1953 1954

Imports proof gallons
In steel drums ................................ 1,836,492 — 892,908 1,811
In casks and bottles .................. 997,820 112,253 133,274 190,567

Total................................ 2,834,312 112,253 1,026,182 192,378

Exports............................................... 351,845 105,244
Month of January

Consumption 114,200 81,503
Stocks (end of January) . 12,276,000 10,540,000

101,147 187,613

Company Reports and Meetings

Jamaica Sugar Estates Ltd.
Moving the adoption of the report and accounts [reviewed in 

last Circular, page 80J at the meeting held in Glasgow on 
March 10th, the chairman, Mr. J. B. Talbot-Crosbie, stated: 
“ In submitting the accounts for the twenty-eighth year of the 
company’s trading, I have pleasure in reporting that our results 
for 1953 are satisfactory in spite of the low yield of sugar due to 
the excessive rainfall which lowered the quality of the cane. 
The heavier tonnage of cane reaped during the crop, has however, 
compensated for the decreased sugar content.

The cane reaped during the period amounted to 185,465 
tons, producing 17,704 tons sugar, compared with the 1952 
figures of 142,168 tons cane and 14,616 tons of sugar. The 
tonnage output is a record for the factory.

The increased acreage and the cane tonnage per acre is due 
to the intensive research and experimental work carried out 
by our agricultural department during past years and this policy 
is being continued.

In 1953 it took 10.476 tons of cane to produce one ton of 
sugar, as compared with 9.63 tons in 1952.

After providing for interest and debenture sinking fund, 
dePjeciation and taxation, both here and in Jamaica, the net 
^nL0^42,379 comPares with £38,019 in 1952, before chargin? 
£ ,000 for reserve for equalisation of initial allowances in that 

grOSS Profit on sugar was £114,986, and on ruin 
™n°mp*red With the 1952 figures of sugar £76,612 and 

A-3,020’ an increase of £38,374 on sugar and a decrease of 
£20,177 on rum.

I he Commonwealth Sugar Agreement price for the l^ 
io^SU^ar 1S at Z^l per ton, a decrease of £1 6s. 8d. on the 

' P.rice • the 1954 marketing arrangements will be ont* 
Sn’T aS m 1953, but with variations in the quota fig«re- 

fnriH le yeajWe have received from the Jamaica Governing
Of ¿24-043 on account of the capital rehabiW- 

thlS has been credited to capital rehabilitation 
1,US reserve account now stands at £64,597.

IQ^1^ °f, Airlie visited the estates in Jamaica early J
asrLi able to make a satisfactory report to your board 
as regards the position there.”
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Annual General Meeting

Notice is? fjetebp giben that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Members of the West India Committee 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter) will be held at 40, 
Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, on Monday the 24th 
day of May, 1954, at noon.

By order,
A. E. V. Barton, Secretary.

AGENDA
(i) To receive and adopt the Annual Report of the 

Executive Committee for the year ended April 30th, 
1954, the audited statement of the Income and Expendi­
ture Account for the year ended December 31st, 1953, 
and the Balance Sheet.

(ii) To elect thirteen members of the Executive Com­
mittee in the place of the following who retire by virtue 
of Article VI of the Royal Charter of Incorporation but 
are eligible for re-election :—

Mr. J. M. du Buisson ; Mr. J. M. Campbell; Mr. W. 
J- Blanchard ; Mr. W. A. Coupland ; Mr. J. B. Cuthill; 
Mr. Harold de Pass ; Mr. G. M. Eccles ; Mr. A. J. 
Ruthven Murray ; Major A. A. Nathan ; Mr. David 
Powell; Mr. Michael Previte ; Mr. A. V. Speight; 
Mr. H. Wakeford.

(iii) Any other business.

Full Circle

THERE is only one human being who can sail right 
round the globe and always be at home. Her 
Majesty The Queen has not chosen strictly and 

technically to do so ; for she paused as she passed 
through the Panama Canal, and again on the historic 
and tragic ground of Tobruk, to enjoy the hospitality 
M good friends not of her allegiance. For the rest of 
her unique and splendid tour she stepped from the deck 
°f a British ship only on to soil where she was 
immediately one, and the first, and the most welcome, 
M the people of the land. Everywhere in the Caribbean 
Sea and the Pacific and Indian Oceans, in

the sprinkled isles,
Lily on lily, that o’erlace the sea
And laugh their pride

as their Queen passed by; in the great young nations 
°i New Zealand and Australia and the great ancient 
nation of Ceylon; in the famous fortress outposts of 

Aden, Malta^and Gibraltar and among the mysteries of 
immemorial Africa; Queen Elizabeth claimed the 
same place of representation and leadership among her 
subjects and received the same heart-uplifting response. 
All these communities, great and small, from the vast 
island continent of Australia down to the little Cocos 
Isles, have their different constitutional status and their 
different relation to the Crown. But it was not the 
Crown that made this historic voyage; it was the 
Queen ; and to the Queen every man, woman and child 
in her world-wide dominions has the right to tender an 
equal loyalty and receive from her an equal benediction. 
We do not see her as something set apart, beyond the 
array of intermediaries—officials and ministers and 
Governors or Governors General; we open our hearts 
directly to her ; if we are fortunate we ourselves may 
shake her by the hand ; and when she speaks, she speaks 
immediately to the hearts of us all.

This is what the people and Monarchy of Elizabeth I, 
one and indivisible, each shaping the other through the 
fortune of four centuries as they have always done, have 
become in 1954. In each separate realm and colony 
the Queen is the head of law and government, and if 
there is a sovereign Parliament we rejoice to see her 
open it in pomp, because she is the symbol of the State 
and the unity of the nation, and her sanction lends 
added lustre to the rule of law. But that is because she 
is also the symbol of something greater than government 
—of all the ideals we share and all the affection we of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations feel for one another 
around the seven seas. A symbol ? Yes; but also 
something nearer and dearer than a symbol. It is 
because this actual lady, this beloved daughter of a 
father no less loved and lost too soon, has grown up 
among us, English of the English, British of the British, 
so manifestly the embodiment of all the graces and 
kindnesses, of all the valour and the deep staunch 
constancy that all of us equally hold in honour, that we 
are able in our loyal imagination to hold in a single 
focus the simple humanity that she is and the grandeur 
and the glory that she represents. It is this ultimate 
consciousness of the identity of the human and the 
institutional that gives strength to a family or a nation, 
and to the family of nations, the Empire or the Common­
wealth.

So these cheers, surging westward on the wind from 
continent to island round the globe, bear with them the 
sense of a kinship beyond all formal ties, so that many 
nations can yet be in their hearts one people. No warlord 
or tyrant could command them ; no sycophancy of fear 

(Continued on page 114)
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MR. R. A. BUTLER has presented to Parliament 
one of the “ dullest ” Budgets in living memory ; 
but that may be no bad thing. There is not a 

single significant change in taxation ; the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer merely bids us go on as we have been 
doing for the last year with the steady climb back 
from the morass of war. He was able, however, to 
tell the House in a debate on the Finance Bill—which 
gives legal effect to the Budget resolutions—that 
production is going substantially up, export trade is 
slowly expanding, the gold and dollar reserves are 
increasing. Last year’s Budget stands justified by 
this evidence of progress ; and in this sense the descrip­
tion of its successor as “ a standstill Budget ” is a mis­
nomer.

* * *
The main adverse criticism, not confined to the 

parliamentary Opposition, is that nothing is done for 
the old-age pensioners, who are feeling the pinch of 
rising prices. Mr. Butler’s reply, that he is advised by 
the Government actuaries that the working part of the 
population simply cannot afford to set aside any more 
of their future earnings for the benefit of the retired, 
does not satisfy everyone.

One thing is clear: this is emphatically not an 
“ election ” Budget. It makes no sort of bid for votes. 
On the other hand, Mr. Butler has hinted that in the 
uncertain financial outlook for the world it is possible 
that a second Budget may be required in the autumn, 
so that further indications of the Government’s intentions 
may be deducible then.

* * *
The Labour Party’s situation is ambiguous, for it 

seems to be improving in the country, but worsening in 
the House. Recent by-elections have shown, for the 
first time since the General Election of 1951, a slight but 
definite percentage shift of votes in their favour ; and 
in the municipal elections in Scotland—on an exceedingly 
small poll—they have gained control in six councils, 
though losing it in two. A general election now might 
prove an even closer-run thing than in 1949 and 1951.

But in Parliament the internal convulsions of the 
party continue. The divisions concern, in the main, the 
related issues of foreign policy and the hydrogen bomb 

it is alleged that the leadership is too complacent in 
accepting the Government’s association with American 
policy in the Far East, and its readiness to adopt the 
bomb with the British armoury of defence. Mainly on 
the first ground Mr. Aneurin Bevan threw up his member­
ship of the party’s political committee—the basis of its 
alternative Government; on the second their junior 
Whips voted, in defiance of their chief, for an amendment 
restraining the Government from proceeding with the 
manufacture of a hydrogen bomb without explicit 
parliamentary sanction. Two of the three, who refused 
to apologize, were dismissed ; but they have substantial 
back-bench support.

* * *
Mr. Bevan was subjected to a severe reprimand, in a 

journal called Socialist Commentary, by Mr. Herbert 
Morrison, who looks more and more certain to be the 
next leader of Labour, if Mr. Attlee, who is not many 
years his senior, does not outstay him. (The coming 
man of a younger generation, Members are beginning to 
say, is Mr. Alfred Robens, who is making a big parlia­
mentary mark.) Having “ swep’ out ” for the second 
time, Mr. Bevan is thought to have thrown up his last 
chance of qualifying for the succession ; if he leads 
anything, it can now be only some new party of his own. 
His place in the “ shadow Cabinet ” is taken by Mr. 
Harold Wilson, the young Oxford economist who 
resigned with him from the Board of Trade three years 
ago. Mr. Wilson, though accepting the place (to which 
he is automatically entitled by the party rules) makes it 
clear that he agrees on the issue with his old associate: 
and there is talk of the growth of a “ Bevanism without 
Bevan.”

* * *
A cold dry April has merged into a cold wet May; 

and the Pakistani cricketers, watching in the short 
intervals of play at Lord’s before leaving to play their 
first match at Worcester, were evidently7 bewildered 
by the queer things a ball will do on a damp English 
wicket. The appointment of Hutton as captain for 
the first Test Match (not necessarily for the whole 
series) is a well-deserved acknowledgment of his leader­
ship in retrieving equality in the West Indies after the 
opening defeats of the tour. Meanwhile a fine fillip 
given to British athletics when, at Oxford on May 6th 
the international rivalry of many years to be the first 
to run a mile in under four minutes ended at last in 
favour of Roger Bannister—a great and very popular 
runner.______ _________________________ _______  ____ -r 

FULL CIRCLE
(Continued from page 113)

or hope of advantage could simulate the spontaneity?1 
this salute. The cheers have not been heard only ® 
British lands ; all the world has been listening, and fo 
all the world, friendly or hostile, has come a 
demonstration that these British nations can be trusted 
to stand together in fair weather or foul, because the) 
are united by the strongest of earthly bonds, a comm‘l11 
and personal love. So as the Queen’s ship steams mt" 
port, and the cheering swells into its final crescendo,1 
is for no distant abstraction that the flags wave and t 
bells peal, but for the woman that we know, with e 
husband and her children, coming back to us after nM 
days. We welcome them home—not to her home, 
she has not left it—but, like our fellow-subjects ro^ 
the world, to ours.

The Earl of Munster, Parliamentary Under-Secre . 
of State for the Colonies, will visit Mauritius from J1

He will be accompanied by Mr. T. % 
Godden’ his private secretary, and by Mr. J-. 
Sidebotham, the Assistant Secretary responsible 
Mauritius affairs in the Colonial Office.
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The West India Committee B.W. I. Delegations to U.K.
A meeting of the executive of the West India Com­

mittee was held on April 22nd, the chairman, Mr. 
H. Alan Walker, presiding. The following four candi­
dates were admitted to membership :—

Name
Mr. John Forbes Gooding 

(Canada)
Royal Crown Derby Porcelain

Co. Ltd. (Country)
Mr. Frank Martin Carrington

Hobson, M.B.E., E.D., J.P.
(St. Vincent)

Amalgamated Packaging In­
dustries (West Indies) Ltd. 

(London)

Proposer and Seconder
Mr. D. A. Lucie-Smith 
Hon. J. H. Wilkinson, o.b.e. 
Mr. G. N. A. Murrant 
Mr. H. J. Milligan
Mr. Patrick C. Hobson 
Mr. R. C. Duff Urquhart

Mr. H. Alan Walker
Mr. Simon Bloomberg, c.b.e.

Obituary
At the outset of the meeting the chairman referred, 

with great regret, to the deaths of Mr. W. M. Fraser, 
I.S.O., of Jamaica, Mr. J. Knox, of Trinidad, and Mr. 
W. Mearns, B.Sc., C.E., of British Guiana.

Assistant Secretary’s Caribbean Tour
Tn order to gain a first hand knowledge of conditions 

and affairs in the West Indies and British Guiana 
Mr. W. A. Jackson, an assistant secretary of the West 
India Committee, is paying a visit to those colonies. 
He sailed from Southampton in the Golfito on May 4th, 
and his itinerary is shown below.

British Honduras was included in his original pro­
gramme, but owing to an alteration in air schedules and 
the limited time at his disposal he now finds it impossible 
to visit that colony. Mr. Jackson is due back in London 
on July 4th.

No. of
Colony Arrive Depart days

Barbados... .. a.m. May 14th a.m. May 17th 3
Antigua ... .. p.m. ,, 17th a.m. ,, 21st 4
St. Kitts ... .. a.m. 21st p.m. ,, 23rd 2
Antigua ... .. p.m. „ 23rd a.m. ,, 25th 2
St. Lucia ... .. p.m. ,, 25th a.m. 27th 2
Dominica... .. a.m. ,, 27th a.m. ,, 31st 4
St. Vincent .. p.m. ,, 31st p.m. June 1st 1
Grenada ... .. p.m. June 1st p.m. ,, 5th 4
Trinidad ... .. p.m. 5th p.m. ,, 8th 3
British Guiana .. p.m. „ 8th a.m. ,, 12th 4
Trinidad ... .. p.m. ,, 12th a.m. 16th 4
Bahamas ... .. p.m. ,, 16th p.m. „ 18th 2
Jamaica ... .. p.m. ,, 18th p.m. „ 24th 6

Trade Commissioner’s Arrival

Mr- Garnet H. Gordon, C.B.E., Trade Commissioner 
for the British West Indies, British Guiana and 

British Honduras, arrived in London to take up his 
duties on May 1st, after disembarking at Southampton 
from the French Line s.s. Antilles earlier in the day.

His first public engagement was in the morning of 
May 4th, when he attended at the West Indian display 
I1? Commonwealth Section of the British Industries 
Bair at Earls Court, to receive Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother and Princess Margaret.

On May 20th he will be entertained to lunch at the 
yavoy Hotel, London, by the executive of the West 
India Committee.

^wo delegations from the British West Indies arrived 
in London this month for discussions with repre­

sentatives of the United Kingdom Government.
The first, a delegation from Jamaica to discuss 

general problems of marketing of Jamaican produce 
with particular reference to bananas, citrus, sugar and 
cigars, comprised the Hon. W. A. Bustamante, Chief 
Minister; the Hon. I. W. A. Barrant, Minister for 
Agriculture and Lands, and his acting permanent 
secretary, Mr. V. H. McFarlane ; the Hon. Sir Robert 
Barker, M.L.C., a member of the Executive Council; 
the Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood, M.L.C., chairman of the 
British West Indies Sugar Association and chairman 
of the Citrus Growers’ Association of Jamaica ; Mr. E. A. 
Maynier, Commissioner of Commerce and Industries ; 
Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, chairman of the Agricultural 
Development Corporation; Mr. N. N. Ashenheim, 
chairman of the Industrial Development Corporation ; 
and the following members of the Jamaica Banana 
Board—the Hon. R. A. Burke, Mr. R. F. Williams, 
Mr. C. D. DeLisser and Mr. R. D. Lindo.

The second delegation, from the Regional Economic 
Committee of the British Caribbean, is to discuss possible 
repercussions on the British Caribbean Citrus industry 
of the recent agreement for the purchase of surplus 
United States fruit under the mutual security 
programme. This delegation consists of Professor C. 
Beasley, deputy chairman of the Regional Economic 
Committee ; the Hon. W. A. Bustamante, represent­
ing Jamaica ; the Hon. Albert Gomes, representing 
Trinidad and Tobago; the Hon. H D. Shillingford, 
representing the Windward Islands and Mr. G. G. R. 
Sharp, representing British Honduras.

While delegates arrived in London at various times, 
the official date of arrival of the Jamaica delegation was 
stated to be May 13th, on which day the Chief Minister 
reached London and was met at the Airport by other 
members. No official date has been received for the 
Regional Economic Committee’s delegation, the members 
of which assembled at about the same time.

B.W. I. Sugar Technologists

To Meet in Trinidad in November

IN 1953 the eighth Congress of the International 
Society of Sugar Cane Technologists was held in the 

British West Indies, and there was no meeting of 
British West Indian Sugar Technologists.

This year the meetings are to be resumed, and notice 
was issued by the British West Indies Sugar Association 
(Incorporated), on April 2nd, of arrangements for a 
meeting to be held in Trinidad from November 22nd to 

26th. . i t • i r hThe venue of the meeting is to be the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture, and those intending to par­
ticipate, and to submit papers, are requested to inform 
the B.W.I.S.A. secretariat not later than the end of 
August. The theme subject on the field side for 1954 
will be cultivation, irrigation and herbicides.



116 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR May, 1954

Jamaica Budget for 1954-5 British Honduras Election

Minister’s Optimistic View
lyfR. H. P. Jacobs, our correspondent in Jamaica, 

writes from Kingston on April 28th : “ The budget 
for 1954-5 was presented on April 22nd by the Hon. 
Donald Sangster, Minister of Finance. It calls for an 
expenditure of £19,317,214 with a surplus of £8,949.

“In a five-hour speech, the Minister announced 
certain tax reductions. By giving up Jd. per lb, excise 
on coarse brown sugar, and cutting margins by another 
|d., the price will be reduced to 5d. £70,000 of revenue 
will be lost unless consumption increases, but it is 
actually hoped that net loss will be comparatively small. 
The income tax allowance in respect of a wife will be 
raised from £80 to £100 (loss to revenue, £30,000) ; 
and the married woman’s income tax allowance on 
salary earned will be £170 instead of £120, which is 
expected to reduce materially the hardship caused by 
merging incomes of husbands and wives for income tax 
purposes—at a cost to revenue of £25,000.

“ Mr. Sangster took a reasonably optimistic view of 
the future. The budget is not marked by any sensational 
projects of development, and the object of the Govern­
ment at present is to face the elections later in the year 
with some record of immediate benefits. Hence the 
present time has been selected for tax concessions 
instead of increases ; local government authorities have 
not been allowed to raise rates ; and while it has been 
decided to revalue properties (which would automatically 
increase revenue of local government authorities from 
rates) the Government comforts itself and the rate­
payers with the thought that the long overdue revalua­
tion will take two years.

“ Dollar earnings in 1953, the Minister stated, reached 
«34,900,000 with a favourable balance of 

$o, out),000.
Mi. Sangster announced that a new company law 

(proposals for which have hung fire for many years) 
w°uld drafted, and that a consolidated income tax 
bill incorporating many new features ’ was ‘ ready to 
be published. He mentioned a revised estate duty 
iaw • the nature of this was not explained, but pre­
sumably it will raise the minimum amount paying dutv 
and regraduate. y s Ly,

“A statutory exchange control authority will replace 
the present defence (finance) board operating under 
defence regulations : the trade control board will be 
similarly reconstituted. The pioneer industries 
(encouiagement) law is due for revision.

The stress in the speech was on the preliminary and 
preparatory nature of this budget, ‘at the end of an 
old era of gradual development and the beginning of a 
new era of concentrated and accelerated development ’ 
and part of the preparations for the launching of the 
new deal of the future.’ Mr. Sangster spoke boldly of 
the achievements of the Jamaica Labour Party in the 

o,?lne Vears > Government Savings Bank deoosifq 
£1,300,000 m 1943 and £2,900,000 in 1953 ; real income 
?000e-adiSo?7 ^¿?eJCent‘ ’ infant mortality 98.7 per 
1951 h? and 63j3 ln 1953 ’ recoverY good from the 
' 51 hurricane ; and duties reduced on foodstuffs and 

(Continued at foot of next column)

Large Win for the P.U.P.
T^he People’s United Party, which has made no secret 

of its anti-British feelings, won eight of the nine seats 
in the colony’s first general election, held on April 28th. 
As the new Legislative Assembly has 15 seats (including 
nominated members) the P.U.P. will have a majority 
of one.

The percentage of voters who went to the polls was 
high, averaging about 70 per cent. The Corozal district 
recorded the highest with over 80 per cent., and Belize, 
Rural, the lowest with about 60 per cent.

There were no incidents on polling day and behaviour 
everywhere was described as excellent.

The votes cast for each candidate are shown below
Abbreviations in the table 

are as follows:—Independents 
(Ind.). People’s United Party 
(P.U.P.). National Party 
(N.P.).

Belize, North
Candidates ... ... 2
Electorate ... ... 3,379
Total Poll ........................2,548
G. Price (P.U.P.) ... 1,855
J. Smith (Ind.) ... 619
Spoilt ... ... ... 74

Belize, South
Candidates ... ... 2
Electorate ... ... 2,577
Total Poll ...................... 1,905
P. Goldson (P.U.P.)... 997
H. Fuller (N.P.) ... 877
Spoilt.................... 31

Belize, West
Candidates ... ... 3
Electorate ... ... 3 502
Total Poll ....................... 2*582
L. Richardson (P.U.P.) 1,883
L. Francis (N.P.) ... ’521
F. Wesby (Ind.) ... 152
Spoilt.................................. 26

Cayo
Candidates ... ... 2
Electorate ... ... 1,867
Total Poll ... 1270
E. de Paz (P.U.P.) 1,012
S. A. McKinstry (N.P.) 188
Spoilt ... ... 70

Belize, Rural
Candidates ................ 3
Electorate ................ 2,157
Total Poll ................ 1,300
H. Jex (P.U.P.) 748
F. Hunter (Ind.) 361
M. Wilson (N.P.) 134
Spoilt ... ................ 57

Corozal
Candidates ................ 2
Electorate ................ 1,449
Total Poll ................ 1,168
L. Chin (P.U.P.) 702
W. Gegg (Ind.) 409
Spoilt ... 57

Orange Walk
Candidates ................ 2
Electorate 1,315
Total Poll ................. 921
G. Flowers (P.U.P.)... 567
W. George (Ind.) 311
Spoilt ... ................ 43

Stann Creek
Candidates ................
Electorate ................ 3,293
Total Poll ................ 2,101
N. Cacho (P.U.P.) ... 1,233

C. Benguche (N.P.) ... 790

Spoilt ... ................. 78

Toledo
Candidates ................
Electorate 1,265

Total Poll ................. 878

C. Westby (Ind.) 451

G. Gardiner (P.U.P.) — 384

Spoilt ... ................. 43

The C.D.C.

The report for 1953 of the Colonial Development 
Corporation was received as we were going to press- 
Reference to this document will be made in the Jm16 
issue.

raw materials. The cost of living, he pointed out, had 
ten P°ints since the peak in August, 1953.

, he general reception of the speech was favourable, 
and Mr N. N. Nethersole, speaking for the Opposition- 
pai ribute to its merits as the first speech by a Minister 
responsible for finance. There is no doubt that it

ar c earer exposition of the country’s financial an 
years™10 P°Siti°n than anY budget speech of recent
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The West India Committee
---------♦---------

Report of the Executive Committee for the year 1953-54 
To be submitted to the Members of the West India Committee at 
the Annual General Meeting to be held at 40, Norfolk Street, Strand, 

London, W.C.2, on Monday, the 2^th day of May, 1954

THE Executive Committee presents to the Members of the 
W est India Committee its annual report for the year ended 
30th April, 1954, a statement of Income and Expenditure 

for the year ended December 31st, 1953, and Balance Sheet as 
at that date.

Election of Officers. At the Annual General Meeting 
held on May 29th, 1953, the retiring Chairman, Mr. J. M. 
Campbell, was elected a Vice-President of the West India 
Committee.

The officers of the Committee, who were elected at the meeting 
held on June 16th, 1953, were : Chairman, Mr. H. Alan Walker ; 
Deputy Chairman, Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray ; Treasurers, 
the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell, Mr. 
J. M. du Buisson, Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, Lieut.-Colonel J. 
Alan de Pass.

Mr. W. A. Coupland was elected a member of the Executive 
Committee in December, 1953.

Membership. The number of members at the close of 
1953 was 1,863 as compared with 1,843 at the end of 1952. 
The Committee are grateful for the continued generous con­
tributions of the British West Indies Sugar Association, the 
West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association, the Trinidad Oil 
Companies, Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas), 
the Jamaica Imperial Association, and of the Governments of 
Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.

Financial Position. At the close of 1952 the accu­
mulated deficit on income and expenditure had reached the 
alarming figure of £9,845. In this connexion, it will be seen 
that the form in which the state of the endowment fund has 
been presented in the balance sheet in the past has been altered 
in the interests of clarity. In 1953 for the first time for many 
years the Committee was able to effect a reduction of the 
deficit, which now stands at £600. This happy result was 
attributable largely to an increase in the contribution of the 
British West Indies Sugai' Association, while a sum of £750 
which would normallv have been paid by the Government of 
frinidad and Tobago to the Committee in 1952 was not in fact 
Paid until 1953, in which year a subscription of like amount 
was also paid.

The Year’s Record
Sugar.

Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. Progress towards the 
unification of the British Caribbean group of sugar producing 
territories took a further step when the St. Vincent Sugar 
Association joined the British West Indies Sugar Association 
during the year, and on March 11th, 1954, Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
°n behalf of the British West Indies Sugar Association, represent- 
mg the St. Vincent Sugar Association, signed an instrument of 
accession to the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. On acces- 
S1(m, St. Vincent became entitled to an overall agreement quota 
°* C500 tons, of which 1,050 tons were at the negotiated price, 
or, while the New Zealand arrangement is in force, 1,100 tons. 
British Honduras has not yet joined the British West Indies 
bugar Association, but acceded to the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement under an instrument of accession entered into by the 
Corozal Sugar Company. In this case, the overall agreement 
quota for the time being was set at 5,000 tons, of which 3,600 tons 

to be bought at the negotiated price, or 3,775 tons while 
he New Zealand arrangement continues, without prejudice to 

toeir full rights in the light of the provisions of the Common- 
Wealth Sugar Agreement. The case of Grenada was put forward 

to Her Majesty’s Government by the British West Indies Sugar 
Association, with the result that Her Majesty’s Government 
agreed to allow imports up to 500 tons, although no mention of 
Grenada was made in the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement.

In connexion with the foregoing, it is to be noted that the 
review contemplated under article 8 of the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement could not be made in 1953, owing to the 
uncertainty as to the future requirements of the United King­
dom, this uncertainty in turn being due to the delay in the 
derationing of sugar. When the review is held, the position 
of the three territories will be determined, having regard to the 
particular limits contained in article 28 of the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement and the fact that Grenada was not mentioned 
in that agreement. Meanwhile Commonwealth sugar exporters 
are forced to face the unpalatable fact that with the best will in 
the world there is little prospect of the non-preferential markets 
providing a satisfactory outlet for Commonwealth sugar.

The agreement between the Canadian and Cuban Governments 
covering the purchase of 75,000 short tons of Cuban raws 
annually during the years 1951/1953 inclusive at a favourable 
rate has not been renewed, and the arrangement whereby 
Canada could buy a similar quantity of non-preferential sugar 
from other countries has also lapsed. Commonwealth sugar 
producers were, however, surprised to learn that the ending 
of the agreement did not end the supply of raw sugar by Cuba 
to Canada and that in fact certain Canadian refiners have 
entered into an arrangement with the Cuban Institute for the 
purchase of 80,000 short tons of Cuban raw sugar during 1954 
on the understanding that Cuba will not ship refined sugar to 
Canada. It is important to note that the Canadian Government 
is in no way involved in this arrangement, and that the raw 
sugar will be subject to the full Canadian general tariff rates of 
duty. Nevertheless, Commonwealth producers aie naturally 
most concerned about the matter in the light of the importance 
of maintaining their vital interest in the Canadian market.

Throughout the year and in all matters relating to sugar we 
have pleasure once more in paying tribute to the wholehearted 
and felicitous way in which co-operation between the British 
West Indies Sugar Association and the West India Committee 
and between those bodies and other Commonwealth producers 
has been carried on. As we reported last year, this co-operation 
has become a powerful instrument for the encouragement and 
future well-being of the Commonwealth sugar industry.

The 1954 Price. The negotiated price for Commonwealth 
sugar exported in 1954 was fixed at £41 a ton c i f basis 96° 
polarization, a decrease of £1 6s. 8d. from the 1953 puce.

International Sugar Council. The International Sugar Agree­
ment, negotiated in London in July and August, 1953 came into 
operation on January 1st, 1954. A meeting is to be held on 
Mav 5th 1954, when questions of ratification and peicentage 
of votes represented in acceptances will form an important part 
of the agenda. To have brought the agreement into existence 
has demanded foresight, hard work and
part of a devoted few, to whom the warm thanks of all sugar 
producers, and not least those of the Commonwealth, are due. 
Under this Agreement, it is true, Commonwealth producers 
did not get everything that they wanted, but they have some 
Justification Tn expecting that the agreement will tend towards 
the stability of the world’s sugar trade as a whole, and they can 
derive comfort from the fact that everything that they had 
»ained under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement is fully 
safeguarded under the International Sugar Agreement.

Production. Production of sugar in the British West Indies, 
BrftiX Guiana and British Honduras lor the calendar year
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1953 was again a record, the figures being :—
Year Tons
1943 .............. ... 600,823
1944 .............. ... 522,605
1945 .............. ... 563,478
1946 .............. ... 661,526
1947 .............. ... 626,360
1948 .............. ... 617,106
1949 .............. ... 792,721
1950 .............. ... 860,569
1951 .............. ... 893,903
1952 .............. ... 915,267
1953 .............. ... 968,327

Special Sugars. All former arrangements whereby the Ministry 
of Food undertook to buy on special terms, up to certain 
maxima, fixed quantities of muscovados, molasses sugars and 
yellow crystals came to an end on December 31st, 1953. The 
arrangement for 1954 may shortly be described as one whereby 
the seller is enabled to sell any type and quantity of special 
sugar to any buyer without prejudice to the seller’s rights under 
the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement.

Sugar Research in the British West Indies. The Annual 
report on sugar research at the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture records steady progress, the main directions in 
which advance was made being in studies of the evaporator 
scale problem, the extraction of sugar from cane by diffusion 
and the combined use of milling and diffusion in practice, pilot 
plant production of sugar-cane wax and its use for making 
polishes, the separation of amyl alcohols and isobutyl alcohol from 
fusel oil, the preparation of lactic acid derivatives useful to the 
plastics and synthetic rubber industries, pilot plant production 
of levulinic acid from molasses and the preparation of derivatives 
of the acid useful as anthelmintics, the use of sugar-cane by­
products as cattle feeds, and the possibility of inhibiting certain 
diseases in cane setts by heat treatment.

Rum. Although the figures relating to receipts from rum 
duties in the United Kingdom supply as clear an illustration of 
the working of the law of diminishing returns as could well be 
conceived, we must again record with regret that the Chancellor 
has produced his budget with no reduction of the rates of duty. 
The West India Committee presented a strong case for con­
sideration, and will continue its efforts to obtain relief.

Cocoa. Exports of cocoa from Trinidad during the crop 
season ended September 30th, 1953, totalled 9,555 tons, 1 cwt 
Sff’312 lb^’ against 6,849 tons in 1951-52 and 8,125 tons in 
1950-51. Exports from Grenada were 3,042 tons (34,067 bags) 
as compared with 2,697 tons in 1951-52 and 2,400 tons in 
1950-51. Latest advices in regard to 1953-54 crop, at the time 
of preparation of the report, were that Trinidad exports from 

J?!5?' February, 1954, amounted to 3,386| tons 
(/,O8o,814 lb.) and exports from Grenada for the same period 
to 1,653 tons (18,512 bags). 1

The prices quoted in London at the time of preparation of 
the previous annual report were: Trinidad first marks 280s 
per cwt. f.o.b., and Grenada cocoas 250s. to 260s. Prices began 
to rise soon after the new season’s cocoas became available. 
By December, Trinidad first marks cocoa was selling at 335s 
per cwt. Lo.b. with 340s. to 350s. being asked for choice special 
™arks- Ti(frenada fine estates cocoa, at this time, was quoted at 
330s. Prices continued to rise, though with wide fluctuations 
during the first quarter of 1954, and at the end of March’ 
inmdiid cocoas were quoted at 450s. to 480s. per cwt. fob’ 
WJir. . es bne estates Grenada being made at 480s.

1 nnidad local prices to producers were maintained throughout 
the year at $44 00 per fanega (110 lb.) for first grade Plantation 
Cocoa and $40.00 per fanega for other kinds. The discrepancv 
between these prices and those on the United State? and 
European markets gave rise to some misunderstanding in the 
colony, resulting in the holding up of cocoa by some planters 
and local licensed dealers, presumably in the hope of farcin«* a 
rise in the local interim price. The Cocoa FxnnrtAre’ a
mittee had to appeal to planters to send in their ^ccoa5 and To 
explain that the local prices of £44 on °a, a 1 to

reasons to justify their refusal 8ave two[1) that cocoa proprietors who^rS  ̂

exporters would suffer in comparison with proprietors whose crop 
was later, or who for some other reason had not yet sent in their 
cocoa, (2) that if the prices were increased the dealers would 
doubtless derive so much benefit on this occasion that it would 
merely be an incentive to do likewise again. In this connexion, 
it may be noted that the dividend paid to planters participating 
in the Trinidad cocoa pool, for the crop harvested April to 
September, 1952, was 32 cents per lb. This was stated to be a 
record, and it compared with a dividend of 18 cents per lb. in 
the previous year.

Trinidad and Grenada cocoas were both given prominence 
in the exhibits arranged by the Assistant Trade Commissioner 
at the British Industries Fair in May, 1953.

A full-scale Cocoa Conference, organized by the Cocoa, 
Chocolate and Confectionery Alliance, Ltd., in conjunction with 
the Office International du Cacao et du Chocolat was held in 
London in September, 1953, and a report of the proceedings 
appeared in the October, 1953, issue of the Circular. A main 
theme of the conference laid emphasis on the importance of 
quality as resulting from proper care and attention in preparation 
for market, and Trinidad cocoas in particular came in for much 
criticism in this connexion. The matter was dealt with in a 
leading article in the October, 1953, issue of the Circular, 
while the need for attention to perfection in processing agri­
cultural products in general was stressed in a leading articlein 
the July, 1953, issue, in which was put forward the suggestion 
for a resumption of the series of conferences on this matter 
begun in St. Lucia in 1930.

An important resolution of the Conference dealt with the 
present position of cocoa research, as disclosed during the pro­
ceedings, and stressed the need for a scientific conference, on 
the lines of that held under the aegis of the Colonial Office in 
1945, but possibly of international scope, to formulate a co­
ordinated research programme for the next decade. Present 
indications are that such a conference will not be possible before 
1955 at the earliest.

Two reports of the work carried out at the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad under the Cocoa Research 
Scheme appeared during the year, the first covering the years 
1945 to 1951, the second covering 1952. A leading article in 
the February, 1954, issue of the Circular discussed the position. 
Ihe Cocoa Board of Trinidad has taken full advantage of the 
excellent work carried out at the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture and now propagates clonal varieties in connexion 
with the colony’s rehabilitation scheme at three major and 
several estate propagators, for distribution.

Interest in the growing of cocoa is increasing in Jamaica, 
and a Cocoa Growers’ Association, under the auspices and 
within the framework of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, was 
inaugurated on February 17th, 1954. A “ three-man fact 
finding mission ” from Jamaica afterwards visited Trinidad and 
Grenada, to observe conditions in the cocoa and coffee industries.

Total imports of raw cocoa into the United Kingdom during 
the year ended December 31st, 1953, were 124,366 tons, of 
which 3,742 tons were from the British West Indies. Corres­
ponding figures for 1952, as amended in recent Board of Trade 
returns, were 103,479 tons and 2,837 tons. The quantity of 
cocoa entered for home consumption in the United Kingdom 
d!™? the calendar Year 1953 was 112,401 tons; in 1952 was 
Hb,685 tons ; and in 1951 was 79,255 tons.

VO Features of the banana industry of the British
VVest Indies during the past year have been the recovery >n 
Jamaica production and the increasing development of the 
industry in the Windward Islands.

A Banana Growers’ Association was formed in St. Lucia and 
an eleven-year agreement concluded for the sale of St. Lucia 
bananas to Antilles Products, Ltd., for export. Shipments 
stcadily increased, and by the end of July, 1953, had amounted 
loio stems, a quantity exceeding the total shipment for 
47 nnnLF°rtS tO the end of the Year 1953 amounted to over 

147,000 stems.
^da there was opposition to the formation of a 

aTITT7 baaana growers’ association, though the Grenada 
Agnculturahsts Union held a series of district meetings to 

Proprietors to combine to request the govern- 
®stabhsb such an association. The Union, however, 

30 nnn m?tS to encourage the industry, imported over
arranfamTT8 Facatan variety, and was instrumental!11
amount T1 he Antilles Products Co., to take shipments 

° to more than 100 tons of bananas for Britain.
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Agricultural Department has also made plans for the importation 
of 10,000 plants from Jamaica.

The banana industry in Dominica continued the progress 
made in the previous year, and by November 20th, 1953, more 
than 1,000,000 stems had been exported, compared with 766,000 
in 1952.

The development of the banana industry in St. Vincent was 
given a high priority, and plans drawn up for its expansion. 
As part of the plan 500,000 plants are to be imported over the 
three years 1954-56. Small shipments of fruit were made to 
the United Kingdom by Antilles Products, Ltd., via St. Lucia.

The Jamaica banana industry achieved its export target of 
10,000,000 stems in 1953, the final total of the year, according 
to the figures to hand at the time of writing the report, being 
10,216,022 stems. This total exceeds that of 1949, the previous 
best post-war year, by 4,000,000 stems. It may be noted that 
the peak export figure achieved in Jamaica, in 1937, was 
27,000,000 stems. A Jamaica Banana Board Law came into 
effect on October 1st, 1953, and the list of members appointed 
to the Board appeared in the December, 1953, issue of the 
Circular. This Board superseded the Banana Advisory Board, 
and is responsible for the administration of the banana industry 
in marketing and other respects. Since its formation the Board 
has campaigned to improve the quality and condition of Jamaica 
bananas ; consequently the average percentage of rejected fruits 
in 1953 was 8.6, compared with 7.5 per cent in 1952. In December, 
1953, the percentage of rejects was 11.6. This matter of quality 
and condition is one to which too much attention can hardly be 
given, for reports indicate that despite a statistical shortage of 
bananas on the United Kingdom market, the shopping public 
is exercising much discrimination in making purchases. From 
January 1st, 1954, the Banana Board increased the price of 
bananas to growers from 8s. 6d. to 9s. per count bunch, and it is 
understood that wages in the industry were then to be increased 
by Id. in the shilling on 1950 rates.

In the February, 1954, issue of the Circular it was reported 
that a large planting programme was being undertaken in 
Trinidad, to provide bananas of the Gros Michel, Lacatan and 
Cavendish varieties for export to the United Kingdom in the 
refrigerated ships of the Blue Star, Booth and Lamport and Holt 
lines. This is a new development for which there is room, and 
which will be watched with interest.

Owing to the decision of the Colonial Development Corpora­
tion to switch production on its Alta Vista estates in British 
Honduras from bananas to citrus and cocoa, no bananas were 
received in the United Kingdom from that colony after mid 
February, 1953. The Corporation reported that although small 
growers might well succeed, the growing of bananas on an estate 
scale was not likely to be a commercial success in the Stann 
Creek Valley, largely owing to soil problems and shipping 
difficulties.

H.M.S. Jamaica, and No. 139 (Jamaica) Squadron of the 
Royal Air Force, were each presented recently with 50 boxes 
of Jamaica bananas by the Jamaica Banana Board, at the 
suggestion of the Governor, Sir Hugh Foot. The gifts were 
recorded in the April, 1954, issue of the Circular.

Imports of British West Indian bananas_ mto the^ United 
Kingdom in 1953, compared with those 
as follows:—

1951, were

Jamaica.............
Windward Islands 
British Honduras

in 1952 and
1952 
cwt.

1,151,330
169,136
42,913

1951 
cwt.

863,707
90,348
3,367

1953 
cwt. 

2,358,668 
310,083

5,264

Cotton. There was a big decrease in cotton production 
during the 1952-53 season following a reduction in acreage 
planted, resulting from the uncertain outlook for the industry 
and the marked fall in price for Sea Island cotton.

The area pianted to sea island cotton in the British West 
Jndies amounted to 9,744 acres as compared with 14,755 acres 
^1951-52. The areas under cotton in the different islands in 
‘9o2-53, with the corresponding figures for the previous season 
J brackets, were as follows: Antigua 1,300 (3,906) acres ’ 
Barbados 206 (126) acres; Montserrat 1,970 (3,583) acres; 
Revis 3,400 (3,042) acres ; St. Kitts 2,210 (535) acres ; Anguilla

(90) acres; St. Vincent 2,588 (3,473) acres; St. Lucia 
acres.

The total production for the British West Indies was 3,727 
bales of 400 lb. each as compared with 5,427 bales in the previous 
season. The production of individual islands in bales was as 
°Uows, the production for the previous season again being shown 

in brackets: Antigua 713 (11,543) bales; Barbados 46 (25) 
bales ; Montserrat 849 (1,215) bales ; Nevis 1,052 (1,423) bales ; 
St. Kitts 127 (235) bales; Anguilla 11 (20) bales; St. Vincent 
934 (968) bales.

The prices per pound obtained for the crops of the various 
islands were : Antigua, 37d. to 40d. ; Montserrat, 43d. to 46d. ; 
Nevis 43d. ; St. Kitts, 46d. ; St. Vincent, 54d. ; Barbados, 
58d. to 60d.

The question of marketing Sea Island cotton from the West 
Indies occupied much attention during the year consequent 
on the abandonment by H.M. Government of the marketing of 
all cotton through the Raw Cotton Commission, and lengthy 
discussions took place regarding the method to be substituted 
for it. The Annual General Meeting of the West Indian Sea 
Island Cotton Association held in 1952 had agreed that a 
reversion to independent marketing of the produce of individual 
producers should be tried. Subsequent events, however, 
demonstrated that this was not satisfactory and it was decided 
that a single selling agency was necessary. Following advice 
from the English Advisory Committee, the island members of 
the Associations were requested to confine powers to arrange 
sales to one single agency in each island, while the Advisory 
Committee was requested to make recommendations for the 
establishment of a selling organization in the United Kingdom. 
At the time of writing recommendations in this sense have gone 
forward to the Association and are being considered.

During the major part of the year the selling of Sea Island 
cotton presented difficulties which were enhanced by the 
incidence of purchase tax on Sea Island cotton goods in the 
United Kingdom. It is felt that the industry must be relieved 
from the disabilities which it suffers under this form of taxation 
if it is to resume the position which it occupied before the war. 
Representations have continued to be made to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in this regard, and the Sea Island Cotton 
Association has joined with other textile organizations in a 
campaign which has been launched to secure some alleviation 
of this form of taxation on textile goods of high quality. So 
far they have failed to produce any tangible results in the way 
of alleviation of the burden.

It is a matter of satisfaction that since the end of 1953 the 
demand for Sea Island cotton yarns and fabrics has shown a 
decided improvement, symptoms of which have been reductions 
of stocks and an increase in the use of the trade mark operated 
by the Association which certifies the purity of Sea Island goods 
authorized to carry it. It is hoped that if this improvement 
continues the difficulties which the industry has had to face 
during recent years may become to some extent lessened.

Nutmegs and Mace. Throughout the year until the 
end of Match, 1954, the Committee continued to provide par­
ticulars of current prices of nutmegs and mace to United 
Kingdom firms on behalf of the Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg 
Association. With the appointment of a Trade Commissioner 
for the British West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras, 
however, it was recognized that this function should more 
properly be discharged by that officer, and in a letter dated 
March 31st the Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association 
informed the Committee that this arrangement had been made. 
When giving this information the Association placed on record 
their appreciation of the services rendered by the Committee, 
which had “ filled a long felt need.”

Grenada exports of nutmegs for the calendar year 19o_3 were 
4 460,960 lb. (39,830 cwt.) against 4,992,960 lb. in 1952 and 
2 593 024 lb. in 1951. Nutmegs shipped in 1954 to February 
27th 'amounted to 20,238 cwt., compared with 18 711 cwt. 
shipped to the same date in 1953. Exports of mace during the 
calendar year 1953 were 781,088 lb (6,974 cwt.) against 771,2321b 
in 1952 and 582,288 lb. in 1951. Mace shipped in 1954 to 
February 27th amounted to 3,400 cwt., compared with 2,291 cwt. 
shipped to the same date in 1953.

Cigars. The consumption of cigars imported into the 
United Kingdom under the British Preferential Tariff, almost 
entirely Jamaican, and the total consumption of imported 
cigars during the last four years were as follows

Commonwealth Total

1950
1951
1952
1953

lb.
160,888
158,335
140,191
110,357

lb.
183,679
192,147
212,182
179,664
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It will be seen that the total consumption in 1953 was lower 
than in any of the previous three years, and that the proportion of 
the total consumption supplied by the Commonwealth has de­
clined consistently. The West India Committee recently made 
another strong appeal to the Chancellor of the Exchequer for a 
reduction of the import duties, and a copy of that appeal was 
printed in the Circular. We regret to say, however, that no relief 
was given in the budget, and the Jamaica industry, as well as the 
total trade in cigars in this country, cannot hope to improve so 
long as the present penal duties continue.

Citrus. The Citrus sub-committee under the Chairmanship 
of Mr. Lauchlan Rose, met frequently during the year. In 
June, 1953, a meeting was called to discuss points in which 
West Indian citrus producers were interested prior to the Empire 
Fruit Conference at which a resolution was adopted that the 
conference “ should lodge a strong protest with United Kingdom 
and Commonwealth Government Departments concerned 
against all forms of subsidization of fruit exports as this practice 
is contrary to the accepted tenets of fair trading and under­
mines the whole principle of economic production.” The text 
of this resolution was duly transmitted to Government.

Later in the year the sub-committee discussed the threatened 
introduction of subsidized citrus from the United States, following 
an importation on barter terms. Letters were written to the 
Secretary of State pointing out the helplessness of West Indian 
producers of citrus fruit in the face of such unfair competition, 
and copies of the correspondence appeared in the Circular. 
It seems clear that the Committee’s action prevented further 
arrangements whereby the Ministry of Food could get rid of 
unwanted products in exchange for citrus. Later Her Majesty’s 
Government arranged for the importation of citrus products to 
the value of $2,500,000 under section 550 of the Mutual Security 
Act. The effects of the mere announcement of this deal were 
immediate, sales of West Indian canned grapefruit virtually 
stopping overnight. At the moment of writing, efforts are being- 
made in co-operation with the Trade Commissioner for the British 
West Indies and the British Commonwealth Producers’ Organiza­
tion to secure the support of other Commonwealth producers in 
an endeavour to obtain fit and proper protection for Common­
wealth citrus products. These efforts are to be fortified by and 
linked with impending representations by delegations from the 
Regional Economic Committee and British Caribbean producers.

Production of citrus in Jamaica from the 1952-53 crop 
exclusive of local sales was 968,002 boxes. 91,000 boxes of 
sweet oranges were shipped to New Zealand and 74,000 boxes 
of fresh grapefruit to the United Kingdom and New Zealand, 
ihe bulk of the balance of the orange crop was converted into 
concentrated orange juice under the contract with the Ministry 
of hood and the grapefruit into canned juice and segments 
I he total value of citrus exports exceeded £950,000. Production 
-L"^8 fruit for exP°rt in Trinidad for the same period was 
7fQ9 153’f863 crates of grapefruit valued at
£82,637 and 7,228 crates of oranges valued at £8 360 were 
exported as fresh fruit, while 159,926 crates of grapefruit and 
orange juices valued £440,667 were also exported. In British 
Honduras the citrus crop had a temporary setback in the 1952-53 
season for which the present season promises to compensate 

exports of fresh grapefruit were valued at over 
£40,000 and processed fruit and juices approximately £125 000 
this being slightly more than half of the value of the previous^ 
years exports Dominica exports in 1953 as usual consisted 
principally of lime juice. The crop was not such a good one as 
the previous year, and prices for limes and lime juice showed a 
decline as compared with 1952, but prices of lime oil remained 
fairly steady.

f 9*1: of Trinidad produced 22,346,000 barrels
of oil during 1953, an average of 61,200 barrels per day. This 
is an all time record and is 424,000 barrels more thin the previous 
centeSt fi§Ure m 1942, Tt exceeds 1952 production by 5.1 per

This increase in production is accounted for by increased 
footage dyiUed and number of wells completed. The total 
footage drilled was 917,894 feet, an increase of some 25 per cent 
s& & 1ST Rne ,oi the wells dnlled * 
SLnwX d 1S the deepeSt WeU Withhl the British 

imari“e.dfilling "ere actively pursued during 
iiy k x S 1 s- exPected to commence the first “ hi^h seas ” 

well about the middle of this year.

Extensive geological and seismic work was carried out during 
the year.

On May 20th, 1953, soon after the publication of the Com­
mittee’s last annual report, an agreed statement between the 
Barbados government and the British Union Oil Company, Ltd., 
was made in the Barbados House of Assembly, which announced 
the grant to the company of a prospecting licence under the 
Petroleum Act, 1950. This was a happy termination of a 
dispute which had been going on between the Barbados govern­
ment and the company since the passing of the aforementioned 
Act. Full particulars were published in the June, 1953, issue 
of the Circular.

Towards the end of 1953 the Bahamas Oil Exploration 
Company sought an extension of their exploration licence in 
British Honduras, where they have been engaged in elaborate 
and up-to-date investigation.

Overseas Employers’ Federation (formerlyColonial 
Employers’ Federation). Recognizing that it is the economic 
rather than the political status of a country which gives 
rise to an identity of interests, the Federation amended its 
constitution early in 1954 to enable it to extend its activities 
to cover employers not only in the British Dependencies but 
in other tropical and sub-tropical regions engaged in similar 
undertakings and facing similar problems. At the same time 
the Federation changed its name to the Overseas Employers’ 
Federation, which takes into account also the changing status 
of the British Dependencies themselves.

Sir Frederick Seaford was again elected Chairman and Mr. 
A. R. I. Mellor appointed Vice-Chairman.

The Federation was represented at the International Labour 
Conference at Geneva in J une by its Secretary, who was technical 
adviser to the Employers’ section of H.M. Government’s delega­
tion, and United Kingdom employers’ delegate to the S.E. Asian 
regional conference of the I.L.O. in Tokyo in October, where 
he was accompanied by Mr. C. R. Harrison, lately of Malaya, 
and Mr. H. G. Nicholls of the Colonial Sugar Refining Co., Ltd. 
(Australia and Fiji).

Commonwealth Fruits Council, in our last report 
we referred to the desire of former parties to the Empire 
Fruits Conferences which had been held periodically before 
the war that they should be resumed and that a full scale con­
ference should be held in London in June, 1953. The conference 
was duly called and attended by members of the Fruits Council, 
including Mr. E. A. Andrews as representing the West India 
Committee, and Commander E. P. H. Greaves, representing the 
Jamaica Producers’ Marketing Company. Delegates to the 
conference from the West Indies were the Hon. R. L. M. Kirk­
wood, Lord Milverton and Dr. B. G. Montserin. The conference 
was also attended by delegates from the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Observers 
from the Colonial Office included Mr. E. J. Gregory of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Department, and there were observers 
from the Ministry of Food, the Board of Trade, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Colonial Products Advisory Bureau, 
the British Commonwealth Producers’ Organization and the 
Commonwealth Economic Committee. Canada, South Africa 
and the West Indies also sent observers. Mr. Harold Wakeford, 
a member of the Executive, represented the British West Indies 
A report on the conference has appeared in the Circular- 
Ihe conference changed the name of the Empire Fruits Council 
to Commonwealth Fruits Council, and, as already mentioned 
under the heading of Citrus, a resolution was passed express*11? 
the concern of the conference in regard to export subsidies.

Ihe Council afterwards submitted a memorandum to the 
President of the Board of Trade setting forth the resolutions 
adopted at the conference, and in February last asked for aj 
assurance that no element of subsidization would be included 
in transactions arising from the decision to import citrus an 
other agricultural products from the U.S.A, into the United 
Kingdom under section 550 of the Foreign Aid Bill passed by the 
U.S. Congress last summer. No assurance has yet been fort 
coming, but there is also as yet no evidence that such sub­
sidization has taken place. At a meeting of the Council heK 
on April 29th a representative of Cyprus fruit producers was 
elected to the Council. This was in pursuance of a resolute 
adopted at the conference in June.

Sport. No report on the year’s work would be complde 
without a reference to the part plaved by the West India Com­
mittee in the realm of sport. The Committee was happy
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place its services at the disposal of the Trinidad Football Associa­
tion team which toured the West Country and also played two 
games in London at the beginning of the 1953/4 season. This 
was the first football team ever to visit the United Kingdom 
from any part of the British Caribbean area and placed West 
Indian football firmly on the map when it drew with what was 
virtually an international amateur eleven in the last match of 
the tour. The visit of the M.C.C. Cricket team to the West Indies 
and British Guiana also called for the assistance of the Com­
mittee in many ways, and we are glad that the tour, which had 
its anxious moments, ended so happily and with honours even.

The Library. The library continued to attract, as in 
recent years, many students, research workers, representatives 
of Government Departments, the Press, the B.B.C. and other 
organizations seeking information regarding West Indian affairs. 
The staff of the Committee also made frequent use of the library 
to enable them to answer the continuous flow of general inquiries 
which were received throughout the year. In addition, the 
library was used by many West Indians visiting, or living, in 
London who wished to consult current West Indian newspapers 
which are filed for the benefit of members and of the general 
public.

The West India Committee Circular. The Execu­
tive Committee wishes to thank its several honorary correspon­
dents throughout the West Indies, British Guiana and British 
Honduras for the constant supply of news and photographs.

The Circular was published regularly on or about the 15th 
of each month and posted to members and subscribers.

H. ALAN WALKER,
40, Norfolk Street, Chair-man.

London, W.C.2. A. E. V. BARTON,
May 1st, 1954. Secretary.

The Pictorial Pages
A specially contributed article on the Common­

wealth tour of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh 
appears on page 113 of this issue. Her Majesty and the 
Duke returned to London on May 15th accompanied by 
their two children who had joined them off Tobruk 
on the royal yacht Britannia. The photograph taken 
just after the Royal Family had landed at Westminster 
Pier is reproduced on the first of the pictorial pages.

The photographs on the second page were taken on 
May 4th at Earl’s Court during a visit of Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret to the British 
Industries Fair. The illustration on the top half of 
the page shows the Queen Mother admiring some 
of the exhibits on the Jamaica section escorted by Mr. 
Garnet H. Gordon, the Trade Commissioner in London 
for the British West Indies, British Guiana and British 
Honduras. The lower illustration, taken on the 
Irinidad and Tobago stand, shows Princess Margaret 
immediately behind the Queen Mother, who is in con­
versation with Mr. Garnet Gordon and Mr. Peter 
Thorneycroft, President of the Board of Trade.

In the photograph on page 128, taken on the stand of 
the West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association, the 
Queen Mother is seen admiring a traditional West 
Indian dress made of Sea Island cotton, worn by Mrs. 
Edric Connor, of Trinidad. In the centre is Mr. Walter 
Hoosen, of Roosen Silks Ltd., who supplied the Sea 
Island cotton dress materials displayed on the stand.

Mrs. H. E. H. Gadd has retired as secretary of the 
British Guiana Tourist Committee after having serve

that post for more than 15 years. Miss Phyllis 
woolford has been appointed in her place.

St. Michael and St. George
Jhe annual service of St. Michael and St. George 

was held in St. Paul’s Cathedral on April 23rd and 
was attended by many members of the Order and a 
large congregation.

The service started, as is the usual custom, with a 
procession of members, preceded by the choir, and the 
Dean and Chapter, down the nave to the west end of 
the Cathedral, where the Order has its own chapel. 
Here, during a short service, the banners of the late 
Knights Grand Cross, Major-General Sir Edward 
Northey and the Viscount Norwich, which had hung in 
the chapel were removed and those of Sir Claud Hollis 
and Sir Alexander Cadogan were affixed.

The procession then reformed and moved up the nave 
towards the choir to the singing of a hymn. After the 
lesson had been read by the Dean, the Prelate of the 
Order, the Right Rev. Wilfred Askwith, called upon the 
Gentleman Usher of the Blue Rod, Admiral Sir Alan 
Hotham, to read out the names of the members who had 
died during the past year. The list included the names 
of 112 Companions, 15 Honorary Companions, 15 
Knights Commanders and four Knights Grand Cross.

Chopin’s Marche Funebre was then played on the 
organ and this was followed by an anthem and the act 
of rededication. The band of the Scots Guards played 
works of Beethoven and Bach before the service, pro­
cessional marches by Mendelssohn and Elgar during the 
service, and a fanfare previous to the singing of the 
National Anthem.

In addition to the officers, some 50 members of the 
Order took part in the processions. They included Sir 
Claud Hollis, Sir Bede Clifford, Sir Alan Burns, Sir 
George Seel, Major-General Sir Robert Neville and Mr. 
F. E. V. Smith. The Chancellor of the Order, the Earl 
of Clarendon, brought up the rear with the Prelate.

As the congregation left the Cathedral the band 
played the Coronation March Crown Imperial by Walton.

B.W.L Sugar Production

The following particulars of 1952 and 1953 production, 
and estimates of 1954 production and local consumption, 
for the sugar-producing territories which are members 
of the British West Indies Sugar Association, sum­
marizes the latest information received by the West 
India Committee :—

Crop Results and 
(long tons of

Forecasts 
sugar)

Production
Local and 

Neighbouring 
Consumption

Antigua 
Barbados* ... 
British Guiana 
Jamaica 
St. Kitts 
St. Lucia ... 
Trinidad

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871

50,613
9,203 

137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
240,176 
330,237

51,579
10,392 

152,618

Estimate 
1954 

14,000 
180,000 
245,300 
366,685t 
50,000 
8,768 

168,300

1953
2,780 

12,645 
16,390 
49,020
3,619
1,668 

23,030

Estimate 
1954 
1,500 

12,000 
16,600 
47,000 
3,500 
1,550 

23,025

907,866 977,744 1,033,053 109,152 105,175

* Production figures include Fancy Molasses at 330 wine ganons/tou of sugar.
•f 4,000 shipped in 1953.
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A Cheerful Report
Qur reviews of the annual reports of the Governing 

Body of the Imperial College of Tropical Agri­
culture have of recent years contained gloomy tidings 
of financial difficulties and staff shortages, and it is a 
pleasure to read in the latest report* that these have 
now been largely overcome.

Professor Sir Frank Engledow took over the chair­
manship of the Governing Body on January 1st, 1954, 
when the threatened resignation of Sir Raymond 
Priestley took place. Other changes on the Governing 
Body were Professor W. Charles Evans for Professor 
E. J. Roberts (representing the University of Wales), 
Professor P. H. Gregory for Professor W. Brown (repre­
senting the Imperial College of Science and Technology), 
and Mr. D. Rhind (nominated by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies to succeed Dr. G. A. C. Herklots).

Professor C. Y. Shephard resigned on November 
30th, 1953, to become Executive Secretary (Agricultural 
Economics) with the Caribbean Commission. He had 
been a member of the staff since 1924.

In June, 1953, the Governing Body decided to meet 
quarterly in future, and an enlarged Finance Committee 
was made responsible for administrative matters other 
than those raising issues of major policy.

As from January, 1954, Tropical Agriczt-lture, the 
journal of the College, has been published in London. 
The change has already been referred to in the 
Circular.j*

At the Commonwealth Universities Congress held at 
Cambridge in July, 1953, the College was represented

Ray111011*! Priestley, Mr. F. Hanley and Dr. 
E. E. Cheesman.

An I.C.T.A. dinner was held at the Royal Empiré 
Society in London in July, 1953.

There is a whimsical turn to the Principal’s report 
which makes it very readable, and it is brightened by 
neat pen and ink sketches and apposite quotations from 
the works of Lewis Carroll. One of these sketches, 
illustrating the recommendations on financial and 
administrative organization made by Mr. A. A. Shenfield 
was reProduced in Peterborough’s column in The Daily 
1 elegraph after the report was issued.

Expenditure during the year totalled £126 732 
compared with the original estimate of £130 594

The new Banana Research Scheme had not' been 
finalized when the report was compiled. Expenditure 
was meanwhile being met from savings on the original 
scheme, which expired on August 31st, 1952.

°f •J1?, Cocoa Research Scheme showed that 
the funds available would probably suffice to carrv the 
?Qcïnt IîtearCk Programme to the end of August 
1955, and the existing scheme was extended to that date’ 

?oils Research Scheme to August 
31st 1953, indicated that the funds available are ade- 
quate to carry on the scheme to August 31st, 1957, 

+K* In?Periê1 College of Tropical Agriculture. Report of 
40, NoriSTs^r^ 1952’53'

t April, 1954, issue, page 91.

which will mark the end of the period of ten years.
A new Sugar Technology Research Scheme was 

approved with effect from July 1st, 1953. The new 
scheme limits the contribution from Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare Funds to one-third of the expenditure 
or £10,000 per annum, whichever is the less, and the 
British West Indies Sugar Association (Incorporated) 
contributes the balance. The Department of Sugar 
Chemistry and Technology was granted the sum of 
$15,000 by the Sugar Research Foundation, In­
corporated, of New York for the furtherance of a 
special line of research.

The Farm Scheme terminated on August 31st, 1953. 
Expenditure on the building programme to that date 
exceeded the approved provision by £420. This excess 
was borne by the College accounts in 1952-53.

Members of the senior staff and of the administrative 
and general services division in analogous grades were 
granted non-pensionable allowances, to help meet in­
creased costs of living and of educating their children, 
as from September 1st, 1952.

There was a record number of 84 students, which 
included 32 Colonial Office probationers. In addition 
to the 84 students a senior Fulbright Research Scholar 
was enabled to carry out research on maize and a 
student from Haiti, sponsored by the Food and Agri­
culture Organization, acquainted himself with the work 
of the College. Five students were awarded the 
D.I.C.T.A., two were awarded the A.I.C.T.A., and 
36 were awarded the D.T.A.

The library now holds approximately 21,000 bound 
volumes and 78,000 unbound pamphlets and periodicals.

The Principal’s report is supplemented by summaries 
of the work of the various departments, and appendices 
give particulars of staff changes, scientific papers and 
reports issued during the year, academic awards and 
gifts to the College.

Jute in British Guiana

Experiments to Continue

PaSe 136 of the June, 1952, issue of the Circular 
there was a report of the registration of the British 

Guiana Fibre Research Company, formed to enter into 
an agreement between the Minister of Materials and the 
chairman of the general committee of the Association 
of Jute Spinners and Manufacturers ; to carry out 
research experiments, and tests in connexion with the 
production of jute and other fibres.

.The experiment has now continued for two seasons, 
with encouraging results, but exceptionally wet weather 
in the second season interfered with the proper prepare 
tion of the land and the growth of the crop, and another 
year s experimental work will be necessary in 1954-5a- 

or this purpose the Government have agreed to nial^ 
a further grant of £20,000, additional to the 
originally allocated. This new grant will be matched, 
as was the original grant, by an equal contribution 
from the jute industry, made available by means ofa 
surcharge on the selling price of raw jute, collected bj 
Jute Control. J
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Commonwealth Economic Policy
------------ 4------------

Survey by Mr. L. S. Amery

THE considered opinion of Mr. L. S. Amery always 
commands the profound respect which is his due 
as one of the ablest of our elder statesmen, and his 

latest publication,* which is a historical survey and 
detailed study of the present economic situation, leading 
to provocative proposals for a policy of Commonwealth 
co-operation to be achieved “ by breaking away from 
the restrictions upon economic co-operation which, 
in the name of ‘ multilateral trade ’ and ‘ non-dis­
crimination,’ the United States has succeeded in 
imposing on the world,” will be studied with interest by 
all concerned with administration, production, com­
merce, and development and welfare in the Common­
wealth and the Colonial Empire.

In his foreword Mr. Amery writes : “In the present 
study I have attempted to approach the problem in the 
light of a simple principle, as essential to the under­
standing of national and international economics, as 
Adam Smith’s principle of the division of labour was to 
individual economics, namely the principle of economic 
balance. By that I mean the correspondence in the 
output of the elements of production to the range of 
human needs as expressed in consumption. So long as 
material and human resources are available the main­
tenance of such a balance acts as a continuous stimulus 
to expansion in a progressive society. The failure to 
maintain the balance results in dislocation, unemploy­
ment and retrogression. In illustration of the principle 
I have taken, first Britain, and then the United States, 
as examples of the expansionist effect of a balanced 
economy maintained by deliberate policy. In the case 
of the United States the expansion has been on so 
colossal a scale, and so dynamic in its fluctuations, that 
its overspill upon a number of weak and unorganized 
economic units has created an international unbalance 
which is the cause of the present crisis. The obvious 
remedy is the formation of nation groups with sufficient 
resources to enable them, by co-operation, to build up 
expanding economies capable of correcting the unbalance 
and so restoring a stable and expanding world economy7.

In the above words Mr. Amery summarizes his 
diagnosis and suggested remedy7—a homoeopathic 
remedy. Counteract the unbalancing effect of one 
expansionist economy by building up another. Such a 
suggestion is the inevitable outcome of acceptance of the 
principle of economic balance. Anything which tips 
the scale to either side must be counterpoised. Having 
reached this conclusion, it remains to consider in detail 

how a more completely balanced and expanding 
economy can be built up, firstly within this country, 
and then on the broader base of a developed Common­
wealth, both in our own immediate interest and in that 
° the wider world balance.” , . ,

In the United Kingdom “ The one thing on which 
ah our policy should be concentrated is the increase oi 

Ie total volume of our production and the consequen 

}h^-Balanced Economy, by the Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery, C. H. 
Hutchinson & Co., Ltd.; London, 1954. Price 12s. 6d. net. 

reduction of the burden of our taxation.” In agri­
culture, Mr. Amery considers, it should be possible, 
within the next few years, to raise food production to at 
least twice the pre-war figure, which, apart from the 
gain in nutritional requirements, would greatly reduce, 
if not entirely abolish, our adverse balance of payments 
and bring sterling far nearer to convertibility at a 
reasonable and permanent figure; would provide a 
prosperous and assured home market for our consumer 
industries ;f would help substantially to reduce taxa­
tion ; and would give us a better-balanced and more 
stable and healthy economic and social structure. 
“ To the argument that the policy of increasing our 
own food supplies is inconsistent with a policy of Empire 
development there are two simple answers. The first 
is that, however much we develop agriculture here we 
shall always need to import considerable quantities 
of food products of the temperate zone, not to speak of 
tropical and semi-tropical foodstuffs and of raw materials. 
An effective preference securing this supply to our 
partners in the Commonwealth may well be worth 
more to them than a less adequate preference on a 
larger total import. The second is that the provision 
of capital for development is no less essential to them 
than a market, and that we can only go on providing 
that capital if we can close the gap in our balance of 
payments.”

The restoration of agriculture, “ a bold increase in 
our coal production,” and the full development of 
mineral resources, must all contribute to the stability 
and strength of British industry and to the national 
revenue, but the re-establishment of a secure and 
broad-based economy can only be secured by the 
deliberate management of external trade as well as of 
domestic production. This means not only domestic 
legislative and financial direction, but “ effective 
negotiation and agreement with our partners in the 
Commonwealth, with our neighbours in Europe and 
with the world at large.”

For the Commonwealth Mr. Amery demands a 
declaration of independence, freeing us from all limita­
tions upon our right to develop our national resources 
and those of the Commonwealth in our own way. 
“ For this purpose it is essential that nations that 
wish to work together should free themselves from the 
illogical veto upon mutual economic co-operation 
imposed by the misleading catchword of “ non-dis­
crimination,” and embodied in the articles of the Geneva 
Agreement. This does not mean that the nations 
concerned should set up rigidly exclusive trade barriers 
against the outside world. It only means that in ev^y 
aspect of their economic policy, including their tariffs, 
thev should be free to stimulate the balanced develop­
ment of their own resources and widen their common 
' + Mr ' A^V^pears to be numbered^mong those who 

bX S a stronf home market,” he writes, "that a successful 
export campaign can be conducted.
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market by such preferential and priority arrangements 
as may serve their purpose. In no other way, indeed, 
will it be possible to liberalize or expand world trade. 
For the veto on discrimination has, in fact, driven, and 
must drive, their isolated economies to resort, in self- 
defence, to the most drastic measures of trade and 
currency restriction, even when they have nominally 
subscribed to low tariff agreements.”

The Commonwealth, and Continental Europe, are 
two great groups with a pre-existing community of 
tradition, each of which is potentially capable some 
day of equalling the United States, and Mr. Amery 
discusses measures of co-operation which could be 
pursued between the two. Britain could not directly 
enter a European customs union. “ That would not 
only preclude the effective development of Common­
wealth co-operation, but would aggravate the existing 
unbalance in a Western Europe which is already 
over-industrialized. It might, indeed, result in an 
industrial contraction in which we, with our higher wage 
standards, would be more likely to be squeezed out than 
to squeeze out our Continental competitors. The main 
economic base on which we must aim at building up a 
balanced and continuously expanding economy must be 
the Commonwealth.

“ There is no question of any cut-and-dried uniform 
scheme to which all the partners are to be invited to 
subscribe. Each must be the judge of the method and 
the extent to which it is to its interest to co-operate.

“What is essential is that the policy should be 
comprehensive, covering all the various interrelated 
aspects of economic life. It is not merely a question of 
trade and tariffs, but of development as a whole: a 
question of finance and capital, of man-power and its 
better distribution, of transport and communications.

The four Ms
Lord Bruce, when Prime Minister of Australia many 

^ars ™g°’ P°Pulanzed the slogan of the three Ms- 
Men Money, and Markets—as his policy of Empire 
development I would add Movement-the effective 
linking up of the three others by cable and wireless, by 
sea and air by migration of men and industries. None 
o these factors can function effectively unless balanced 
and matched by the others.
pffL2^ the stro1ngest Psych°t°gical obstacles to 

co-operation has hitherto been 
the hestitation of the younger nations to be too closely 
United Kingdom0 ™dUly PrePonderant a P^er as the

Some redistribution of our population in the 
Cornmonweahh would naturally follow of itself as the 
result of other economic measures encouraging Empire 
development. But there is every reason why they 
S ^supplemented by direct measures of encourage^ 

experiment of the Empire Settlement Act 
of 1922, so grievously frustrated by the world depression 
needs to be resumed, and on bolder lines aePressIon>

1 have always believed that the best system of 
Empire migration would be on the lines of Roland 
Hill s imaginative simplification of our postal system

thT Sh°uld be a one-price &ketXgTm 

at nv no^offi tlOn ? the Empire’ Purchasable 
mi^t-r/uitaM y°n Pr°dUCtl°n °f eVidenCe °f

“ There should be far less hesitation than there has 
been in the past here and in the Dominions in accepting 
healthy and virile immigrant stock from outside. The 
present state of Europe affords a wonderful opportunity 
for us all to infuse new blood into our system without 
danger to the supreme importance of maintaining our 
national traditions and way of life.”

Capital for Development
Capital for development depends, in every’ part of the 

Commonwealth, upon the surplus of production over 
current consumption set aside for the maintenance and 
improvement of the national equipment. “ At the 
November 1952 Commonwealth Conference the British 
Government rightly made it a condition of its own 
special effort to find capital for Empire development 
that each country should also make its own local 
contribution to development projects. But the effort, 
so far as Britain is concerned, can only be made out of a 
surplus in her balance of payments. If the Dominions 
want the investment, it is to their interest to help to 
create that surplus by their own purchases from this 
country. On the other hand, the effort will be justified 
from our point of view only if the investment pays its 
way and produces the goods we need. To assume the 
market for the production resulting from the investment 
by giving preference to those products is only a prudent 
insurance on our investment.

“ The same general considerations apply to securing 
money from outside the Commonwealth, whether 
through the International Bank for Reconstruction, 
through President Truman’s Point Four policy, or 
through private investments. If we and our partners 
show our confidence in the projects for which capital is 
needed, and if we see to it by our policy that their 
products have a reasonably assured market, American 
capital will be only too eager to come in on the ground 
floor in our development—as in the last century British 
capital came in to build up the United States.

“ The mistake is to think that American loans can 
dispense us from the necessity of having our own clear­
cut policy of Commonwealth development. Once we 
have the policy it will draw in the money by7 its own 
momentum.

I see no reason why we should not go back to the 
earlier policy of the Navigation Acts, or copy the 
American practice which reserves as ‘ coastal traffic 
all traffic between New York and Hawaii or Alaska, bj 
reserving for British ships, as we have already done for 
British aircraft, the internal traffic of the Colonia 
Empire in the narower sense which covers only this 
country and the Colonies.

Even a more comprehensive scheme for shipping 
preference or reservation within the Commonwealth 
might not be beyond the range of mutual agreement 
more particularly7 in respect of civil aviation. The vita 
part our shipping has always played, and always must 
Pin our defence need hardly be stressed.

It is equally important that, whether for pobce 
work or major war, our Army should be both airborne 
and supplied by air, and this can be done only if "e can 
m „a vast existing civilian air fleet.

•u deve^°Pment of our Empire sea and air route- 
will naturally carry with it, as it did in earlier da?- 
t le development of a wider world carryring trae-
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One way or another we must restore our ancient 
supremacy at sea. One way or another we must win 
world supremacy in the air. Both are the logical 
corollaries of a Commonwealth and Empire distributed 
over the Seven Seas.

“ Last, but far from least, of the four Ms comes the 
market. A reasonable assurance that enterprise and 
energy can secure their market for new undertakings is 
essential to tempt both capital and individual effort.

“Government bulk purchase, inevitable in war-time, 
has been largely followed since as a method of evading 
the obligations of non-discrimination imposed by 
G.A.T.T. But it has many disadvantages. Even 
where there is a long-term contract, changing conditions 
are apt to lead to serious misunderstandings. The 
same can occur if, as has happened in its dealings with 
Australia and the Argentine, our Government buys at 
one price from a Commonwealth country and then, 
being short of supplies, pays a higher price to a foreign 
competitor.

“ A Government is always liable to be criticized for 
paying too high a price ; for fear of that it is no less 
apt to fix a price which fails to secure a sufficient volume 
of production. In any case it naturally tends to look 
to existing producers, and offers little incentive to new 
men to enter the field with improved methods, or even 
to existing producers to compete as regards either price 
or quality.

“ Long-term guarantees of a minimum price are open 
to some of these objections. But they have attractions 
for producers, enabling them to calculate the return 
they can expect on their capital. They lend themselves 
most conveniently to articles of definite uniform quality, 
like sugar or minerals, or other easily graded raw 
materials entering into industry where the imposition 
of preferential duties might be objected to on the ground 
of cost or of the necessity of arranging for drawbacks 
on export.

“ In some instances there may for similar reasons be 
a case for subsidies, either directly paid to the producer 
or in respect of transport charges. In any case, neither 
bulk purchase nor price guarantee can meet the case of 
articles varying widely in quality or for the infinitely 
varied range of goods which constitute this country s 
exports.

Value of Preferences
“ By and large, the preferential remission of customs 

duties is by far the most convenient, and in the long run 
most effective, method of stimulating mutually comple­
mentary trade and production between a group ot 
nations. It calls for no limitation of national sovereignty 
beyond what is implied in any commercial agreement. 
It involves no bureaucratic machinery other than tha 
already existing for customs purposes. It imposes none 
of the irritating delays, the handicap to new competitors 
and the opportunities for favouritism, inherent in any 
system of quantitative control and licence. It is no 
°Pen to the political misunderstandings which arise 
almost invariably from inter-governmental contracts.

“ It retains all the advantages of private initiative 
and stimulates competition in respect of price and quail Y 
not only as between producers enjoying the pre!erence 
out as between them and the outside world* . 
principle is, in fact, the same as that of the handicap 

in a game or race. It thus promotes efficiency, which is 
the final test of any policy. In a world where some 
measure of direction is inevitable, it is the only alter­
native to more cumbrous restrictive and bureaucratic 
methods. It is, in fact, the only policy of relative free 
trade available in the world of to-day.

“ It has the advantage that duties can be raised or 
lowered without special negotiation, and that a raising 
of the duty for the sake of local protection, whether 
against foreign or Commonwealth competition, auto­
matically increases the preferential effect.

“ This country will continue to be the world’s largest 
market for foodstuffs of all kinds, and a reduction in 
the total volume of some of our food imports can easily 
be made good, once our hands are free, by a higher 
degree of preference to our partners.

“ Our partners, for their part, will no doubt take less 
from us of certain stock lines of consumer goods. But 
their development will call for a steadily increasing 
volume of the kind of capital equipment which we are 
in a position to supply. At the same time the general 
growth of their prosperity will provide a growing 
market for consumer goods of quality and of special 
lines.”

For the colonies Mr. Amery would like to see the 
establishment of an organization on the lines of the 
former Empire Marketing Board, to bridge the gap 
between the colonial producer and the British con­
sumer. This might well, he suggests, be carried on 
under the aegis of the Colonial Development Corporation.

Mr. McDonald Bailey’s New Post

Among the passengers who sailed from Southampton 
in the Golfito, on May 4th, was Mr. E. McDonald 

Bailey, the well-known athlete, who is going to British 
Guiana as athletics organizer to the Booker group of 
companies.

He is to organize and arrange training in athletics 
and sports generally among the 38,000 employees and 
their children. Sports meetings are held every year 
on most of the estates of the group and by the staff’s 
sports club in Georgetown.

Mr. Bailey, as is generally known, is a Trinidadian, 
and served for two years during the war with the R.A.F. 
In 1951 he equalled the world’s record of 10.2 seconds 
for the 100 metres and holds 14 British titles for the 
100 and 220 yards. He is travelling to British Guiana 
with his wife and three children.

Corona Club Dinner

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Oliver 
Lyttelton, hopes to preside at this year’s annual dinner— 
the 44th in the series—of the Corona Club. It will be 
held on Thursday, June 17th, at 7.15 pm. for 7.45 p.m. 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, 

W C.2. „ • iMembership of the club is open to all serving and 
retired members of the Colonial Service and of the 

Colonial Office.
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Citrus Imports from U.S.A

Licensing Arrangements
^he Board of Trade issued the following Notice to 

Importers (No. 648) on May 8th :—
IMPORTS OF FRESH FRUITS AND CANNED FRUITS 

FROM THE U.S.A.
1. Arrangements have now been made under the provisions 

of Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act for the private import 
of a limited quantity of fresh oranges, fresh grapefruit and canned 
grapefruit from the U.S.A.

2. The Board of Trade now announce that imports of these 
fruits originating in and consigned from the U.S.A, will be 
permitted under specific licences as described below.
Fresh Oranges. Fresh Grapefruit

3. Licences for the import of fresh oranges and fresh grapefruit 
will be based on the value of imports shown on the statements 
sent to the Ministry of Food in 1944 by first-hand salesmen. 
The Ministry of Food has accordingly notified each first-hand 
salesman of his share of the present authorisation allocation, 
and of the conditions that must be observed by importers under 
the Mutual Security Act arrangements.

4. First-hand salesmen who have received notifications and 
wish to import these fruits should submit an application for an 
import licence on Form ILB/A to the Ministry of Food, Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Division, Great Westminster House, Horse­
ferry Road, London, S.W.l, to reach .there as early as possible 
and not later than 31st May, 1954.

5. Import licences will be issued as soon as possible and will be 
valid for imports of these fruits up to the 31st October, 1954. 
Shipments must, however, be made before 30th September, 1954. 
Canned Grapefruit

6. Licences for the import of canned grapefruit will be based 
on the unit voucher entitlement held by each first-hand 
distributor under the Ministry of Food’s scheme for distributing 
cimncd fruit. The Ministry has accordingly notified each first­
hand distributor of his share of the present authorization alloca­
tion and of the conditions that must be observed by importers 
under the Mutual Security Act arrangements.
fiJm5rSt’han^ di?tribYtors who have received notifications may 

apply *or a hcence to import up to the value notified 
or alternatively, they may ask importers to do so on their behalf.

tt q distributors who decide to import direct from the
U.S packers or exporters should send their licence applications 
°n ^B/A to the Ministry of Food, Canned FishPFruit and 

Westminster House, Horseferry Road 
London, S.W.I. Applications should reach the Ministrv as 
early as possible and in any case not later than 17th Ma“ 19M.

9. Importers who are asked by first-hand distributors to 
import on their behalf should also send their applications 
the same address not later than 17th May, 1954 In this else 
each application should be accompanied bv a conv of th A 
each first-hand distributor has placed wiS him S le bask S 
the authorization received from the Ministry of Tood

be vhi^o“^ S°°n as -d will

On the same day the following comment on the matter 
6 and

Apphcations for licences to import a total of 500 000 
worth of oranges and $500,000 of grapefruit on a cif 
sterling basis have been invited by the Board of Trod ’ 
from the trade. The fruit must be importedby 
of September. Licences for specific sterling sums will 
be granted on the basis of importers’ 1944 return r 
their 1936-1939 trading figure™ tUmS °f

T n° S’*S‘'ly On this fruit> the Jo^nal under­
stands Importers’ reactions on Thursday of this nXv 
were that the licences had come too late and tL 
business was made unrealistic by the prevailing level 

of prices in the States. It is now too late for Florida 
grapefruit, and the freight from California is almost ¿1 
a box. No one expects to earn any money on these 
imports, even assuming the Americans lower their 
prices.

Imports into Colonies

New Licensing Regulations
'T'iie following notice appeared in the Board ofTradt 

Journal on May 8th :—
The Notices published in the Board of Trade Journal 

concerning import licensing regulations in Trinidad, 
Barbados and St. Vincent are cancelled and the following 
information substituted :—

All goods of United Kingdom origin may be imported 
direct from the United Kingdom under an Open General 
Licence with the following exceptions, for which 
individual import licences are required :—
T rinidad

Wheat and wheat flour ; rice, whole and broken, and all edible 
rice products, including rich starch and flour ; all fats and oils 
(edible and non-edible, including shortening and margarines, but 
excluding castor beans and castor oil, sperm oil, tung oil, oiticica 
oil) and oil-bearing seeds ; pulses—dry peas and beans (excluding 
garbanzos or chick-peas) ; cereal products—including filler, 
oat products, macaroni, semolina; butter; dried fruits; 
glucose ; milk based infant foods ; dried lentils; sugar (as 
sugar) ; whisky ; manufactured tobacco—including cigarettes; 
soap—other than toilet soap ; unmanufactured and semi-manu­
factured iron and steel ; manufactured and semi-manufactured 
gold ; patent fuel.

Barbados
Glass, plate and sheet ; iron and steel, unmanufactured ana 

semi-manufactured ; wholly and semi-manufactured gold! 
whisky ; manufactured tobacco ; cereals—wheat and wheat 
flour, barley, oats, rye, corn, and grain sorghums, rice, whole or 
broken, and all edible rice products, including rice starch and 
flour ; cocoa beans ; all fats and oils (edible and non-edible. 
including shortening and margarines but excluding castor 
beans and castor oil, sperm oil, tung oil, oiticica oil, and oil' 
bearing seeds) ; soap ; pulses—dry peas and beans (excluding 
garbanzos or chick-peas) ; seeds—alsike clover, crimson clover 
and spring vetch ; cereal products (cereal filler, oats products, 
macaroni, semolina); butter; dried fruits; glucose; 
based infants’ foods ; dried lentils ; sugar (as sugar); pickled 
pork ; soapless detergents.

St. Vincent
Cereals, including wheat and wheat flour, barley, oats, rtf 

corn and grain sorghums, rice and all edible rice products; a“ 
tats and oils (edible and non-edible, including shortening’- 
margarines), oil-bearing seeds, and laundry-soap; butter 
sugar (as sugar) ; manufactured tobacco (including cigarettes, ’ 
unmanufactured and semi-manufactured iron and steel; cemen , 
caustre soda ; gold.

Canadian Citrus Market

A report from the Trade Commissioner for the British 
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras* 
Montreal, issued on May 4th, states that Canadian 
citrus juice markets, both canned and frozen, ha^ 
developed considerable strength following a sharp 
a vance in the fresh fruit market. A firm market 
expected to continue throughout the balance of « 
season.
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Clock for Legislative Council The M.C.C. Tour
Gift by the Demerara Co.

I brief reference was made in last issue to the presen- 
tation of an electric clock to the Legislative Council

of British Guiana by the Demerara Co. Ltd.
The chairman of the company, Mr. T. H. Naylor, 

in the course of a speech asking the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Woolford, to accept the clock, pointed out that 
both the Demerara Co. and Sandbach, Parker & Co.
Ltd. owned property in the colony.

He continued : “In fact Sandbach, Parker & Co.
Ltd. are the direct successors of the private partnership 
which commenced business in the Colony in the year 
1790 under the style and title 
of Mclnroy and Parker— 
and a few years later became 
Mclnroy, Sandbach & Co.— 
that would be about a quarter 
of a century before the Colony 
became British.

“ To-day three directors of 
the company are direct 
descendants of the founders, 
for Sandbach’s—the name 
by which our interests are 
generally known both here 
and throughout the British 
West Indies—are proud of 
the fact that their activities 
have been carried on for 
164 years and in three succes­
sive centuries, during which 
their fortunes have been 
closely allied to the ebb and 
flow of prosperity in this 
country.”

Sir Eustace accepted the 
gift on behalf of the Govem- 
nient and people of the 
colony, and he was supported 
by Mr. John Gutch, the Chief 
Secretary.

unveiledThe Clock

Development in St. Lucia

On page 92 of the April issue of the Circular par 
ticulars were given of a number of development schemes 
for St. Lucia which had received the approval of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

It has since been pointed out that the reference in 
the second paragraph to the visit of the United States 
experts conveys the misleading impression that the 
schemes under reference were submitted by those 
experts. This is not the case. The schemes, as stated 
in the Circular, were submitted by the Development 
Commissioner in November, 1953, whereas the exper s 
Aid not visit the islands until January, 1954. eir 
report is still under consideration.

Cricketers Return Home
TPhe M.C.C. cricket team, which recently completed 

its tour of the West Indian colonies (see last Circular
page 100), arrived at Avonmouth in the s.s. Ariguani 
on April 20th. The whole team was on board except 
Laker, who had returned earlier by air.

Replying to questions put to him by members of the 
Press, the captain, Len Hutton, said that he thought 
that lack of experience of cricket in tropical conditions, 
particularly amongst the batsmen, cost the side the first 
two Tests. But the young players should not now 
find the game in Australia so strange.

He himself considered that 
cricket was easier to play in 
Australia than in the West 
Indies, where, in addition 
to the different light and 
faster wickets, a visiting team 
had to accustom itself to the 
perpetual hubbub, which 
strained concentration and 
often made a captain’s 
structions from mid-on 
audible at mid-off.

The team’s manager, 
C. H. Palmer, spoke of 

in- 
in-

Mr. 
the 
duegreat credit which was 

to Hutton, “ who played a
great part technically.” Mr.
~ thatPalmer went on to say 
“ the measure of his 
tribution is seen when 

con­
it is

realized how much he had to 
contend with outside the 
cricket field. There were a 
number of incidents, many 
of which were grossly exag­
gerated and magnified out 
of all proportion, and I feel 
that it is a great tribute to 
him that in spite of all this 
he was able to produce the 

answers from the purely cricket standpoint.
Mr Palmer said it had not been an easy tour. Cricket 

in the West Indies was “ surrounded by a number ot 
influences peculiar to those colonies.” The tenseness 
of the atmosphere and the tremendous amount of 
noise” sprang from the West Indians passionate 
enthusiasm and devotion to the game Cricket followers 
in England would have been surprised at the conditions 
they found out there.

Trinidad to Produce Cement. Trinidad will 
produce its own cement towards the middle of this 
year when Trinidad Cement Ltd., a subsidiary of the 
Rugby Portland Cement Co. Ltd., will star production 
at its $8,000,000 plant being erected at Claxton Bay, 
L South Trinidad. Most of the senior staff for the new 
company concerned have arrived in the colony. The 
woTks manager is Mr. Frank Johnson who has been 
Associated with the parent company for many years.
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the queen mother inspects sea ISLAND COTTON PRODUCTS AT THE B.I.F

See page 121
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“gULL horn nebber too heaby Ie bull head.”

* * *
The Citrus Growers Association, Ltd., of Jamaica, 

have changed their cable address to “ Juciful Kingston.’’
* * *

Mr. John Forbes Gooding, of Ontario, Canada, is 
the 373rd member of the West India Committee to take 
up life membership.

* * *
It is announced that Mr. K. O. Laurence, of Clare 

College, Cambridge, has been awarded a Bartie Frere 
exhibition. Mr. Laurence is a former pupil of Queen’s 
Royal College, Trinidad.

* * *
At a recent meeting of the Trinidad Chamber of 

Commerce, Mr. Willard Grant was elected president 
and Mr. Eric Grell elected vice-president. Mr. Grell 
is a former president of the chamber.

* * *
Sir Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica, left Kingston 

by air on April 22nd for his annual visit to the Turks and 
Caicos Islands. He was accompanied by two experts 
from Imperial Chemical Industries, who were made 
available under the Colonial Development and Welfare 
scheme, to make investigations into the salt industry.

* * *
Mr. G. Vernon Tate, who has been chairman of late 

& Lyle, Ltd. for the past 16 years, has been appointed 
president of the company in the place of the late Lord 
Lyle of Westbourne whose death was reported in last 
issue. Mr. Tate will be succeeded as chairman by Mr. 
Ian D. Lyle.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Chief Justice Sir Peter 
Bell, Mr. Simon Bloomberg, Miss Eugenia Charles, 
Mr. H. L. Glave, Mr. R. L. Gwatkin, Mr. John Knight, 
Mr. Donald 0. Leila, Chief Justice J. Mathieu-Perez, 
Mr. G. G. Money, Mr. G. Montes de Oca, Mr. F. E. V. 
Smith and Mr. R. Sydney Miller.

* * *
It was recently announced that the Queen had been 

pleased to approve the appointment of Mr. W. H. Irwin, 
Senior Puisne Judge, Trinidad, to be a Puisne Judge in 
Nigeria. Mr. Irwin was called to the bar, Inns of Court, 
Northern Ireland, in 1932, and four years later went 
out to the Gold Coast as a district magistrate. He 
Was promoted to Trinidad in 1947.

* * *
The West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd., Caroni, Ltd. and 

~nital (Trinidad) Ltd. have moved from Park Lane to 
Devonshire House, Mayfair Place, London, W.l. I he 
respective telegraphic addresses are: Wicaroo, Piccy, 
London; Trincaroni, Piccy, London ; and Unital, 
Lmcy, London. The telephone number of the three 
companies is unchanged at Mayfair 4905.

* * *
The National Small-bore Rifle Association announce 

that in the colonial small-bore matches for 1953, the 
aperture sight section was won by Jamaica with 1,592 
points out of a possible 1,600. In the open sight 
section, Kenya came first with 1,553 points, Barbados 
taking third place with 1,510. The .22 pistol section 
was won by Jamaica for the fourth time in succession, 
with 683 points out of a possible 800. Trinidad came 
third with 647.

* * *
It was with great regret that we learned of the death, 

on May 4th, at Dorking, Surrey, of Mr. William Crocker 
Radermacher. Born in 1857 he worked in the Mincing 
Lane district for 75 years and retired as recently as 
December, 1952. He joined Paines & Reid, produce 
brokers, in 1922 and eight years later became senior 
partner of the firm, retaining that position until his 
retirement. Mr. Radermacher was a popular and 
respected figure in London produce circles, and his 
many old friends will remember him with great affection.

* * *
Newspapers in London and the Provinces devoted 

considerable space to the arrival at Southampton on 
May 3rd of some 700 Jamaicans seeking work in this 
country. They travelled by air to New York and came 
across the Atlantic in the Zuiderkruis. Answering 
questions put to him in the House of Commons on 
May 6th, the Secretary of State for the Home Depart­
ment, Sir D. Maxwell Fyfe said he was informed that 
about 2,000 people had left the West Indies in the first 
four months of this year for the purpose of seeking 
employment in the United Kingdom.

International Sugar Council

The International Sugar Council met in London from 
May 5th—7th, under the chairmanship of Baron 
Kronacker. The meetings were attended by repre­
sentatives of 25 Governments and by an observer from 
the Food and Agriculture Organization.

The Governments which had ratified the International 
Sugar Agreement decided to bring it into force.

The Council adopted an estimate of free market 
requirements for 1954 of 3,864,000 metric tons (raw 
value) the details of which are available at the office of 
ihe Council and will be published in the Council’s next 

Statistical Bulletin. «rforf
The Council decided to reduce export quotas in effect 

bv a further 5 per cent, of the basic export tonnages 
It also recommended exporting countries to hm 
their exports during the first eight months «represent 
vear to 75 per cent of their initial export quotas 
5 The Council did not consider it appropriate to take 
additional measures in view of the P°°r outlook 
European beet crop, and will meet again not 
September 8th to re-examine the sltu^lon- cjl

fTS UM States'll « £ ™„„ on

1954 and other administrative matter .
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Another Guiana Novel Obituary

HPhe years 1763 to the beginning of the next century 
provided plenty of excitement for the territory that 

is to-day British Guiana, but for most of that time 
consisted of three Dutch settlements, Essequibo, Berbice 
and Demerara—in the order of their foundation. This 
period saw the first capitulation to Great Britain’s 
Admiral Rodney in 1781 and a short time of French 
domination, during which the first town came into 
being under the name of Longchamps, later to become 
Stabroek and ultimately Georgetown. After a succes­
sion of alternating periods of Dutch and British rule 
the colonies finally capitulated to Admiral Hood in 1803.

These are the years chosen by Mr. Edgar Mittelholzer 
for his latest Guiana novel.* Two of its predecessors, 
Shadows Move Among Them and Children of Kay wanna, 
were reviewed in these columns in May, 1951, and July, 
1952, respectively. As the action of Kaywanna ended 
in 1764 and Hubertus himself is a cousin of the formidable 
Hendrickje’s grandchildren who figure prominently 
in that book, the present work may be looked upon as 
its sequel. But whereas Kaywanna covered a period of 
150 years, Hubertus is confined to one generation.

His “harrowing” is the result of the fluttering of 
his conscience, when the behaviour of this successful 
planter and model slave-owner falls short of his own 
high moral code. Indeed, the book might have been 
given the title, The Adulteries of Hubertus, for it is 
largely concerned with them and that of his son-in-law, 
Edward. It is undoubtedly a powerful novel and the 
characterization, as usual with this author, is sound and 
vivid, while his descriptions of Guiana as it then existed 
are very fine. To take an example at random, here is 
what the author has to say of Brickdam :—

“ Stepping ashore at Stabroek shortly after mid-day, 
Edward and his slave walked in mud ankle-deep untii 
they came to the built-up causeway that began not 
far from the stelling in the vicinity of the Brandwagt. 
It was known as the Brickdam, for it had been con­
structed entirely of bricks on edge. In the rainy 
season the Brickdam was the only solid thoroughfare 
m the whole town. All others consisted of mere banks 
of mud mud that had been dug up from the canals 
and piled up to form rudimentary paths or streets_  
dams, as they were popularly called. Muddy plots of 
land known as greens, separated one building from 
another, though not all of them were grass-covered.”

Mi. Mittelholzer has a happy knack of interspersing 
historical data between the domestic records of his 
characters. Indeed, now that he has established himself 
as a novelist, it is worth suggesting that he should tear 
himself away for a spell from writing somewhat “ sexv ” 
novels and should devote himself to compiling an UD-fo- 
date history of his native land, for which he appears to 
possess ample qualifications. F

- G.N.K.

Any individual member of the West India Cninn.iH 
is eligible for Life Membership on compos 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s 

London : Seeker ”& Ltd ’ Price T5®“ Mittelholzer.
post free from the West I nd, a Committee °r ’5s' 6rt'

Sir Murchison Fletcher
Sir Arthur George Murchison Fletcher, K.C.M.G., 

C.B.E., who died at Putney, London, S.W. on April 
9th, had a distinguished career in the Colonial Service 
from which he retired in January, 1938, when Governor 
of Trinidad and Tobago.

Bom in 1878 and educated at Cheltenham and 
Trinity College, Oxford, he became, in 1901, a cadet 
in the Hong Kong Civil Service and served in that 
colony for the next quarter of a century. He was 
Assistant Colonial Secretary there from 1913 to 1926 
when he was appointed Colonial Secretary of Ceylon.

Three years later he became Governor of Fiji and High 
Commissioner for the Western Pacific. He was held in 
affectionate esteem by the peoples of the colony and 
there was a striking farewell ceremony, attended by 
Fijian chiefs from all parts of the territory, when he 
left in May, 1936, to take up his new appointment as 
Governor of Trinidad and Tobago.

He assumed the governorship in September of that 
year and early in 1937 was called upon to deal with a 
serious situation following strikes and general unrest 
in the oilfields. A little later violent speeches were 
made and when the police tried to arrest the ringleaders 
riots broke out.

In July a commission was appointed and sent to the 
colony to investigate the position and returned to 
London in November. Later that month the situation 
appeared dangerous and the Governor sent a cable 
asking for troops to preserve order.

Sir Murchison was called home by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, Mr. Ormsby-Gore, for discussions 
on the situation. On January 11th, 1938 it was an­
nounced that Sir Murchison had tendered his resignation 
on grounds of ill-health and that the King had accepted 
his resignation.

The Longman Family

^ir Claud Hollis has presented to the library of the 
West India Committee a copy of an account,* com- 

P1^ by himself, of the Longman and related families.
West Indian interest of the compilation lies in 

t le fact that the late Lady Hollis was a member of the 
Longman family, in the connexion which certain of the 
related families—de Basanta and de Orozco (Trinidad), 
Griffith (Antigua and Trinidad), Dapwell (Barbados and 
Antigua)—have had with the West Indies, and in the 

°f formation included in the biographical notices, 
tymer Griffith, for example, in compliance with the 

bpaniBh law of the time, professed the Roman Catholic 
laitn and took the oath of allegiance to the King of 
Spam when he settled in Trinidad about 1784. 
,re. .^^d Basanta, who grew cotton on Monos Island, 

nnidad, was in 1852 awarded a medal by the Society 
lor the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and 
yo^merce in London (now the Royal Society of Arts) 

r ,e best exhibit of cotton from the colonies. It 
forded to have fetched 2s. per lb. There are many 
>thei items which will interest the student.

* Duplicated and bound, and privately circulated.
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British Honduras Inquiry

Report of Sir Reginald Sharpe
An pages 89 and 90 of the April issue of the Circular 
v we published the text of the public statement made 
at the Court House, Belize, British Honduras, by Sir 
Reginald Sharpe, after the taking of all the evidence 
put before him at his inquiry into allegations of contacts 
between the People’s United Party and Guatemala. 
This statement set forth the allegations as understood 
by him, and his findings on the evidence. The complete 
report has now been issued as a white paper,* which 
contains a full record of the inquiry and of the Com­
missioner’s views, and in appendices reproduces the 
text of important documents. These include Document 
B, copies of which were issued at the time of the Com­
missioner’s statement, but which reached the Circular 
too late for inclusion in the April issue. The text of 
this document is as follows :—

ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT B.
MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER

January 29, 1953.
Mr. R.’s trip is due to his accompanying his mother-in-law 

who is suffering with an illness and he will leave her in hospital. 
Taking the opportunity afforded by his trip, we recommended 
to him certain affairs we wish to discuss because we consider 
them of great importance.

We refer to the offer which the Minister made on the occasion 
of the visit of the newspaperman P.G. in September of 1951 
about the help which the Ministry would give in order to acquire 
printing material for the plant which prints the newspaper 
Belize Billboard. At that time the consul said that it would be 
possible to give a limited amount of help and that he was passing 
on that information from the Minister, telling us that they could 
let us have between five and six thousand dollars. He was 
sorry that it was not possible to give the total asked for due to 
budget difficulties. Time went by and the offer was never 
fulfilled. That is why he now presents himself with this problem 
in view of the urgency and with the purpose of obtaining an 
answer, since the equipment which is in use is leased, and as a 
consequence we would be forced to suspend the newspaper 
which is in the forefront of the anti-colonial battle, combining 
its efforts with the G.W.U., since the newspaper is the official 
voice of the party. . ,

The present consul has told us confidentially that the British 
Minister in Guatemala had called at the Ministry to say that the 
consul for Guatemala was not wanted in Belize due to alleged 
political intervention in agreement with the leaders of the party. 
On this point, Mr. Minister, we would like to inform you that 
we, the leaders, met and reached the following conclusions, 
adding the result to the news in Belize about Mr. Humberto, Ct. J .

1- We are sure that H.G.J. was invited by enemies of our 
movement and enemies of Guatemala to a dinner given con­
fidentially and that he was asked by Messrs. Salvador Espat, 
Awe and Sylvestre for the removal of the present consul with 
whom the party has been in touch since July, 1951, this being 
the first time that the party had had direct and frank connections 
with your country, due to the confidence we have in Mr. Garcia.

This gentleman has on all occasions given us good advice 
ayd effective help against the continuous and brutal attacks 
J the colonial system and has given us valuable service in 
diminishing the opposition which is represented by Mr. Espat 
jod his company of parasites and " toadies.” We are sure that 
JVM- promised the removal, basing the promise on his personal 
friendship with the President, saying that he could get any 
ehange. All this was discussed by the party that Mr. R. should 
Jake the trip so that he could have this interview with the 
Minister.
J^Wejvish to inform you through Mn R. that we would 
r*^dT9139T Colonial Office. British Honduras Report of 
^ Inquiry held by Sir Reginal Sharpe, Q.C., into Ane0ations 
of Contacts between the People’s United Party and Guatemala.

•M.S.O., London, 1954. Price Is. 3d. net.

put a stop to the relations which the party has through the 
consulate if Mr. H.G.J.’s requests are accepted. Our reason 
is that a new consul, friend or protégé of H.G.J., would at no 
time merit the confidence of the leaders of the party.

In our opinion, the demand of the British Minister for the 
recall of the present consul shows the effectiveness of the consul’s 
work. In fact, he helps the party and its leaders in their 
political problems. We would accept a substitute for the consul 
if he were presented to the party as a person who could be 
trusted and if the consul guarantees the sincerity of his sub­
stitute. These political affairs deal with very delicate matters. 
The British authorities use every means to obtain evidence 
which could be fatal to the leaders. We believe that Mr. Proud, 
the chief of colonial propaganda, is nothing more than an 
incompetent Scotland Yard detective.

We do not see any logical reason for thinking of a change at 
this time because a consul who dedicates himself, as does the 
present consul, to help and solve the problems of the party, 
would never be looked on favourably by the British authorities. 
If they think it possible, we would suggest that the Ministry 
wait to make the change after the next conference with ORECA 
and the coming election of deputies. After that time, the work 
of a delicate nature will be less and then it could give in to 
the absurd demands of the British diplomat.

3. The party awaits information about the resolution which 
was passed in the UNO. It would be prepared to attend 
ORECA and beforehand send a representative who would 
advise on the part the party would play in that conference, 
when the political effects, the benefits and results (possible 
reprisals) are definitely known of the intervention of ORECA 
at that precise time, and also the manner of fighting the possibly 
unfavourable results in the light of present circumstances.

We await the documents on the last meeting of the United 
Nations to study the matter, exchange ideas and prepare our 
petitions in time.

Manuscript endorsement on reverse of Second Sheet : 
3832

Dr. Oseguede ”

Trinidad Government Loan

The prospectus of a new Trinidad Government loan 
was advertised in the London Press on May 11th. The 
amount of the loan was £4,245,000 of which £1,045,000 
had already been taken up on behalf of colonial Govern­
ment funds. The loan, which bears interest at 4 per 
cent, was issued at 99^ and will be redeemable 
1973-76.

The application lists opened at 10 a.m. on May 13th, 
and closed within a few minutes, the loan having been 
oversubscribed.

Visitors from Overseas

It would greatly facilitate the fowarding of correspondence if 
1 members of the West India Committee visiting this country 
would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
Address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence dispatched.

Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. C. R. Armstrong 
Mrs. Arthur
His Honour Chief Justice Sir

Peter Bell
Captain Peter Blagrove, M.C.

Mr. Arthur Emlyn, O.B.E.
Mr. R. L. Gwatkin
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson
Mr. R. Sydney Miller
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, O.B.E.
Mr. Michael Previté
Mr. R. J. W. StruthersS-Colonel J. Connell, Mr. R. J growers

n "R K F D Mr. E- laurei
T Leslie Cundall, Q.C., M.A. Mr. W. Duncan Thompson

X Duncan Mrs. E. May Westwood
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The West India Committee
INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER

BALANCE SHEET, 31st December, 1953

1952 
£

Endowment Fund ... ... ... 29,012
Deduct : Accumulated deficit to

31st December, 1952 ... ... 9,845

£

19,167

19,167
Add : Excess of Income over 

Expenditure for the year (includ­
ing ¿600 in respect of 1952) ... 2,597

21,764

4,394 Life Membership Fund 4,450

1,708
Sundry Creditors, Provision for accru­

ing Expenses, Etc. 1,422

112
Contributions, Subscriptions, Etc., 

RECEIVED IN ADVANCE 102

133
Special Funds, Balance Unexpended 

Trinidad Chamber of Commerce ... 133

566 Bank Overdraft _

Note : The Funds are subject to Invest­
ment Depreciation as noted.

H. Alan Walker J
- Treasurers.

J. M. du Buisson J

A. E. V. Barton, Secretary.

1952
£ £ 

Endowment Fund Investments at cost or
19,221 under................................................................19,221

(Market Value at 31/12/53, ¿18,452)
(Market Value at 31/12/52, ¿17,496)

3,633 Life Membership Fund Investments at cost 3,633 
(Market Value at 31/12/53, ¿3,048) 
(Market Value at 31/12/52, ¿2,834)

418 Office Furniture, at cost (less depreciation) 432

Library and Pictures, as per Valuation 
made in 1914 with subsequent additions at

795 cost ... ... ... ... ... ... 795

199 Stock of Paper at cost ... .............. 281

240 Advance to Employee ... ... ... H4

Sundry Debtors and Payments 
in Advance ......................1,854

Less Provision for Doubtful 
Debts ... ... ... ... 100

1,542 -------- 1,754

17 Subscriptions in Arrear received in 1954 15

Cash on Deposit ... ... 1,500

Cash at Bank
No. 2 Account ... ... 750
Less Overdraft, No. 1 Account 635

------ 115

15 Cash in Hand ............... 11
___ 1,626

£26,080 ¿27,871 £26,080

and the annexed Income an^E^nd^^  ̂ tO explanations §iven to us» the above Balance Sheet

Committee, give a true and fair view of M agreement with the books of account kept by the West Ind*
its Income and Expenditure for the year ended on that date. UndS °f Committee as at 31st December, 1953, and o

our a^it^ °btaÌned a11 Ìnf°rmatÌ°n and -planations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary

3, Frederick’s Place, Old Jewry, London, E.C.2. 
May 13/Ä, 1954. PRICE, WATERHOUSE & CO.

Chartered Accountants, Auditor
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

for the Year ended 31st December, 1953

1952
£

Salaries, Pension, Wages and Staff
£

10,611 Endowment Insurance...

Rent of Committee Rooms and 

Offices, and Rates ... ... 2,185

Less Rent Receivable ... ... 748

11,472

1,702 — 1,437
3,017 Printing and Stationery 2,888

141 Newspapers and Press Cuttings 153

128 Literary Contributions and Copyrights 158

176 Blocks 225

584 Postages and Cables 863

176 Telephones... 193

71 Audit Fee ... 79

156 Office Lighting and Heating... 186

979 Sundry Office and General Expenses

Secretary’s Tour of the British Caribbean

1,225

996 Colonies —

34 Depreciation on Furniture ...

Balance being Excess of Income over 
Expenditure for the year (including ¿600 
in respect of 1952) carried to Balance 
Sheet

35

2,597

1952
£

6,994

Subscriptions Received from Members, 

Amounts Receivable for Advertise­

ments, sales of The West India 
Committee Circular and other publi­
cations and amounts received from 
Subscribers to the “ Circular ” ...

£

7,045

711 Interest on Investments ... 718

750
Jamaica Trade Representation (Con­
tribution from Government of Jamaica) 750

91
Contributions from Colonial Govern­

ments for Special Purposes 95

Contributions from Colonial Associa­

tions and Others :—

171

1,020

1,508
301

1,950

1,167
80

B.W.I.S.A. Subscriptions’.—
£

Antigua Sugar Association (Inc.) 285
Barbados Sugar Producers’ 

Association (Inc.) .............. 1,911
British Guiana Sugar Producers’ 

Association ... ... ... 2,447
St. Kitts Sugar Association Ltd. 505
Sugar Manufacturers’ Associa­

tion (of Jamaica) Ltd. ... 3,238
Sugar Manufacturers’ Associa­

tion of Trinidad (Inc.) ... 1,859
St. Lucia Sugar Association Ltd. 122

500

100

1,500

75
105

10,367
British West Indies Sugar 

Association (Inc.) ........... 500

Barbados Publicity Committee
Trinidad Oil Companies’ Lon­

don Committee
West Indian Sea Island Cotton

Association (Inc.) ...............
Jamaica Imperial Association...

10,867
100

1,500

104
105

12,676

227151

Sundry Receipts for Services 

dered

Ren-

410

Trinidad and Tobago Trade Repre­

sentation—Balance of Special Fund 

Transferred ... ... .................. —

Balance being Excess of Expenditure over
1,187 Income for the year

£18,771 ¿21,511 £18,771 ¿21,511
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Immigration into B.W. I

Entry Conditions for U.K. Subjects
^he Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Oliver 

Lyttelton, was asked by Mr. Gower in the House of
Commons on April 7th, under what conditions British 
citizens domiciled in the United Kingdom might enter 
islands in the British West Indian and British West 
African Colonies, respectively.

In reply, Mr. Lyttelton stated : As the reply is rather 
long, I will, with permission, circulate it in the Official 
Report. (See below.)

Mr. Gower then asked : “ Is my right hon. Friend 
aware that the undertakings, both financial and other­
wise, which these territories require of United Kingdom 
citizens desiring to go to them are far greater than any 
undertakings required of peoples of those territories 
desiring to come here ? Secondly, is he aware that the 
undertakings required of United Kingdom citizens going 
to West Indian territories are far greater than those 
required of United States citizens ? Should not these 
matters be brought into line ? ”

Mr. Lyttelton: “ What my hon. Friend says is 
undoubtedly so. In many of these territories the 
requirements asked of British subjects greatly exceed 
those which are required by our authorities in respect 
of immigrants from the West Indies.”

Mr. Lyttelton’s reply, referred, to above, was as follows :—
The matter is in each case one for the colonial government 

concerned. According to my latest information the position is 
that British subjects domiciled in the United Kingdom who are 
not prohibited immigrants as defined in the immigration legisla­
tion of the territories concerned may enter the islands in the 
British West Indies and British West African colonies respec­
tively subject to compliance with the following formalities :— 
Barbados

Passports must be carried except by those entering as tourists 
on visits of up to six months, but they must have some other 
document establishing their identity which should bear their 
photograph. Anyone entering the colony may be required to 
make a deposit or furnish a security bond. For those from the 
United Kingdom the sum is $1,500 (B.W.I.).
Jamaica

Passports are required except for those holding return tickets 
and not staying longer than six months, and cruise passengers 
departing by the vessel on which they arrive. Visitors, other 
than those m the categories above, and immigrants may be 
required to deposit sufficient money to provide for their repatria- 
colony1 tO fuimsh a bond 111 beu by some property owner in the 

Leeward Islands
Passports are required except for those visiting the colony 

for a period-not exceeding six months and holding a valid ticket 
for their return to the country from which they embarked. Any 
person wishing to enter for permanent residence and/or employ­
ment should obtain prior permission. Any visitor not in posses­
sion of a return ticket, and any immigrant, may be required to 
deposit on arrival a sum of money sufficient to provide for his 
repatriation, or to provide security in lieu of such deposit. 
Trinidad and Tobago

Passports are necessary except for those holding return 
tickets and not staying longer than six months. Visitors should 
be in possession of a return ticket or be prepared to furnish

7 n dePosit of an amount sufficient
to cover the cost of return fare to their country of origin. They 
must also have in their possession funds sufficient for the period 
of their proposed visit Prior application should be made to toe 
Chief Immigration Officer by those wishing to enter for per

^employment. Employees must hold firm 
contracts, stating the nature and period of employment the 
proposed wage, and including an undertaking by th^mpioyer 

to repatriate the immigrant, if necessary, within three years. 
In such cases the employee will not be required to make a 
deposit.
Windward Islands

Passports are required except for those holding return or 
round-trip tickets and not staying longer than six months. 
None may enter the islands to seek employment. Visitors not 
in possession of a return ticket, or a ticket to some other destina­
tion for which they are properly documented, may be required 
to deposit enough money to defray the cost of repatriation, plus 
subsistence, or to give a bond in lieu. Intending residents and 
employees must seek prior permission to enter, and the latter 
must hold a firm contract with a locally established employer 
who must guarantee the immigrant for at least two years. 
West Africa

Passports must be carried and entry permits are required 
by all persons visiting Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone or 
the Gambia. In all four territories visitors may be required 
to make a deposit sufficient to cover the cost of their repatriation 
plus 25 per cent of that sum, or a bond with one or more sureties 
may be accepted at the discretion of the Immigration Officer.

None may enter the Gold Coast, Nigeria or Sierra Leone to 
seek employment. Persons entering the Gold Coast to take up 
employment must be vouched for by their local employers who 
should apply for the necessary permits. Anyone entering 
Nigeria for the first time must obtain prior permission. In 
the case of an employee the local employer is required to 
guarantee repatriation and to make all arrangements for entry.

Colonial Appointments
JJecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 

in the colonial service include the following
Archer, C. V. H. (Solicitor General, Trinidad), Puisne Judge, 

Trinidad.
Corbin, M. H. A. (Magistrate, Trinidad), Registrar, Supreme 

Court, Trinidad.
De La Bastide, K. P. (Crown Counsel, Trinidad), Assistant 

to the Attorney-General, Trinidad.
Fergusson, W. K. (Assistant to the Attorney-General, 

Trinidad), Legal Draftsman, Trinidad.
Fox, L. B. (Clerk of the Courts, Jamaica), Crown Counsel, 

Jamaica.
Grant, D. E. (Assistant Crown Solicitor, Jamaica), Senior 

Assistant Solicitor, Jamaica.
Griffith, J. (Superintendent of Police, British Guiana), 

Senior Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.
Hockenhull, A. J. W. (Public Information Officer, Cyprus), 

Public Relations Adviser, British Guiana.
Huggins, S. A. (Deputy Crown Solicitor, Trinidad), Crown 

Solicitor, Trinidad.
Loinsworth, R. C. (Education Officer, Trinidad), Assistant 

Director of Education, Trinidad.
McFarlane, J. E. C. (Assistant Financial Secretary, Jamaica), 

Financial Secretary, Jamaica.
Moss, E. F. (Superintendent of Police, British Guiana), 

Senior Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.
Price, R. M. R. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, British 

Honduras), Deputy Superintendent of Police, British Honduras.
Rousseau, F. O. (Senior Accountant, Posts and Telegraphs 

Department, Jamaica), Deputy Postmaster General, Posts and 
Telegraphs Department, Jamaica.

Sylvester, H. D. (Assistant Superintendent of Works, St. 
Vincent, Windward Islands), Superintendent of Works, St. 
Vincent, Windward Islands.

Walker, V. E. (Assistant Manager, Agricultural Loan Society 
Board, Jamaica), Assistant Accountant General, Jamaica.

Weber, W. R. (Senior Superintendent of Police, British 
Guiana), Assistant Commissioner of Police, British Guiana.

JL?ON, V' (Assistant Accountant General, Jamaica)» 
Chief Accountant, Public Works Department, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Chin, N. J., Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica-
Lung-a-Fat, A. G. E., M.B., B.S., Medical Officer, British 

Guiana.
MacMahon, F. S., M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O., House Physician- 

Colonial Hospital, Windward Islands.
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The Homeward Mail

BAHAMAS
Visit of Mr. Philip Rogers. Our correspondent, 

Mr. Cleveland H. Reeves, in a newsletter from Nassau 
dated April 24th, writes : “ Mr. Philip Rogers, Assistant 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, visited the 
Bahamas recently. During his visit to Nassau he was 
interviewed by a large number of residents, who took 
up with him several important matters affecting the 
welfare of the colony, including improvement of con­
ditions in the Civil Service, government by party and 
suggestions for improvement of race relations, etc. 
Mr. Rogers expressed himself as being surprised at the 
great advancement the colony had made economically, 
industrially and otherwise, since his last visit 10 years 
ago. His stay was very much enjoyed.

Welfare of the Blind. “ Mr. John T. Wilson, 
director of the British Empire School for the Blind, 
also visited Nassau recently to inspect the work of the 
school for the blind here. Mr. Wilson was pleased with 
the work that is being carried on. During his stay he 
gave a most interesting and educative talk on the 
history and work of the Society for the Blind in London.

Athletics. “ The Bahamas Olympic Association, 
now affiliated with the British Empire and also World 
Olympic Associations, has been invited, and has 
accepted, an invitation to send a delegation to the 
British Empire and Commonwealth Games to be held 
at Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, in July. 
The association is now headed by Mr. C. C. Richardson, 
of Aberdeen University, Scotland.

Tourist Trade. “ The Nassau Development Board, 
which is in charge of developing the Bahamas tourist 
business, has made arrangements with the Peninsular 
& Occidental Steamship Co. to run 15 cruises out of 
Miami to Nassau during the period April to August, in 
order to boost the summer tourist business. The first 
cruise arrived on April 24th bringing 400 passengers. 
This board is now asking the House of Assembly for a 
grant of £367,000—the largest amount ever voted to a 
public board—to carry out their programme of advei- 
tising, etc., for the year 1954. For the period January 
!st to March 31st over 37,129 persons visited Nassau.

Tribute to Late Cricket President. “At a recent 
¡Wing of the Bahamas Cricket Association, a resolu­
tion was passed paying high tribute to their late leadei 
aud legal adviser, the Hon. Alfred F. Adderley, who was 
i()r 17 years president of the association. Mr. Adderley, 
* was a Member of the Executive Council, died on 
hls way home in June last year after having been a 
rePresentative from the Bahamas at the Coronation.

Obituary. “A recent telegram from Sussex, 
ngland, brought the news of the death of Mr Andrew 

M. O’Brien, a retired Government official of the 
Bahamas. Mr. O’Brien, who had served the Bahamas 

oyernment in various departments, including t a ° 
u 'Island District Commissioner, had, since his ie ire 

ment nearly 30 years ago, been living in Sussex. He 
leaves a wife, three sons and two daughters.

New Legislation. “ Recently two very important 
Government messages have been presented to the House 
of Assembly. The first message asks the House to enact 
the necessary legislation for the introduction of a Bill 
for a Widows and Orphans Pensions Scheme in place 
of the present Public Officers Life Insurance Scheme. 
The second is for the introduction of a Bill in which the 
Governor in Council recommends an increase in salaries 
of school teachers.

New Magistrate Arrives. “ Mr. William H. Evans, 
the newly-appointed stipendiary7 and circuit magistrate, 
has arrived in the colony, and has taken over his duties. 
Mr. Evans, who is 61, saw service in both world war I 
and II, and was for some time attached to the Indian 
Civil Service.

Nassau’s First Modern Law Library. “The 
Hon. F. Southworth, the Attorney General, has for 
some time been striving for a complete and up-to-date 
modern law library, which is now nearing a reality, 
and within a few days’ time a large collection of over 
2,000 volumes of valuable law books, representing the 
best in criminal and civil law and law reports will be 
at the disposal of the Bar Association. Mr. Southworth 
has spent a considerable amount of time in arranging 
the law library and deserves great credit.”

BARBADOS
Sugar Cane. The Director of Agriculture, in the 

course of his report on the work of his department for 
the month of February, states : “ The harvesting of the 
sugar cane crop was continued during the month. 
Field yields have continued to be above the estimate. 
Yields from some fields have exceeded 60 tons of cane 
per acre. The estimate of the crop at the end of 
February remained unchanged—the equivalent of 
180,000 tons of sugar. The young plant cane crop 
remained in good condition and made fair growth 
during the month.

Moth Borer Control. “ Distribution of Tricho- 
gramma parasites to cane growers has started, and any 
grower can obtain a quota each week free of charge, 
according to the acreage to be protected. Factory 
counts of the extent of moth borer damage in canes now 
being reaped is being carried out from random samples 
of plant canes delivered in factory yards. Field counts 
of moth borer eggs deposited in plots of cane of different 
varieties are being carried out at Codrington Experiment 
Station, together with counts of numbers of moth 
borer eggs parasitized.

Seedling Trials. “ Two third year seedling plant 
cane trials were cut during the month. In both of 
these trials B.4744 gave the heaviest yield of plant.cane, 
but in each case was closely followed by B.49119, 
B 50275 and B.50347. B.49119 has the best juice 
quality of this batch, while the juice quality of B.50275
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can only be described as poor at the present. Whether 
or not this variety will ripen its canes and give a satis­
factory juice remains to be seen.

Progress in Co-operation. “ The marketing 
societies are busy at present with the reaping of the cane 
crop and are working smoothly. One of the principal 
problems of this type of society is allocating their quota 
satisfactorily among their respective members, especially 
in areas where the canes are subject to rapid desiccation. 
The recently registered co-operative credit union 
continues to build up its share capital and has begun 
making loans to its members.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Political Events. Our correspondent, in a news­

letter from Georgetown dated April 21st, states : 
“ Since his return to the colony in February, Dr. Jagan 
has been travelling up and down the coast forming 
local committees and organizing the People’s Pro­
gressive Party civil disobedience and non-co-operation 
campaign. On April 1st the Governor issued an order 
restricting Dr. Jagan’s movements to the Georgetown 
area. Two days later Dr. Jagan was arrested at 
Mahaicony, 35 miles outside Georgetown, and charged 
with contravening the order restricting his movements. 
He was refused bail. These events led to a series of 
P.P.P. demonstrations and to a hastily organized and 
unsuccessful P.P.P. call for a general strike. In the 
course of the month over 100 demonstrators, among 
them several of the P.P.P. leaders, have been arrested 
and charged under the emergency order, 1953. Dr. 
Jagan himself has been sentenced to six months 
imprisonment.

“ On the day after Dr. Jagan’s arrest, Mrs. Jagan led 
a procession of about 100 people to the Georgetown 
Police Headquarters where her husband was held. She 
was arrested together with eight others and charged with 
holding an illegal procession. On the following day 
Pr- Jagan was released on bail, and was almost 
immediately re-arrested together with 33 others from 
among the crowd which had gathered around him at 
the P.P.P. Headquarters. Later that week the police 
had to use tear gas to break up a demonstration, and 
25 more people were arrested. Then on April 9th the 
Governor issued a proclamation specifying Georgetown 
and its environs as a ‘ proclaimed district ’ This 
proclamation gives a list of offences which are punishable 
on summary conviction, including the carrying of 
dangerous weapons and the gathering together of more 
than five people m a group. Since then Georgetown has 
been quiet, but demonstrations at Pin. Port Mourant 
in Berbice, in which 65 people were arrested led to 
Berbice being specified a ‘ proclaimed district.’’ Apart 
from the cutting of telephone wires there have been no 
further incidents.

“ The public reaction to these events has been one of 
outward indifference. The P.P.P. call for a general 
strike after Dr. Jagan s arrest met with virtually no 
response except at Port Mourant, Dr. Jagan’s birthplace 
where cane-cutters have not turned out for work sinc^ 
Apri 1st The Queen’s birthday, celebrated here on 
April 21st, was set aside by the P.P.P. as a day of 
mourning and the people were asked to wear black in 
sympathy for Dr. Jagan. But this call also failed, and 

there were no demonstrations or signs of unrest during 
the Easter holidays.

Mining. “ The dispute between two American 
mining companies about the ownership of the bauxite 
concessions and mining plant at Kwakwani on the 
Berbice River has been decided in the New York 
District Court in favour of the Reynolds Metal Co. 
Reynolds Metals, which is part of the second largest 
bauxite company in the world, has been carrying on 
mining during the 16 months of this lawsuit, but it is 
understood that the company now plans to extend its 
operations both in bauxite and in other metals.

Oil. “ The McBride Oil and Gas Co. of Texas, 
U.S.A., is looking for oil in British Guiana. The com­
pany has obtained an oil exploration licence covering 
3,275 square miles and is planning to begin drilling soon 
in Berbice.

Shipbuilding. “ A 150-ton steel ship is to be built 
in the Georgetown shipyard of Sprostons, Ltd. This 
ship, which will be the biggest so far built in the 
Caribbean, has been ordered by the British Guiana 
Transport and Harbours Department for coastal work.

British Guiana Credit Corporation. “ Dr. Nor­
man Duthie, chairman-designate of the proposed 
B.G. Credit Corporation, left by air for the United 
Kingdom on April 9th for discussions with the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. Dr. Duthie said here in a 
broadcast that ‘ the corporation’s job, stated in the 
simplest way, will be to find work for men and to 
provide them with the tools needed for the job.’ The 
corporation will control the programme of agricultural 
and industrial loans which is an important part of the 
$44,000,000 two-year development plan for British 
Guiana which was announced by Sir Alfred Savage in 
February after his visit to London.

U.S. Technical Mission. “ A team of five special­
ists from the U.S. Foreign Operations Administration 
has been investigating the possibility of providing 
British Guiana with technical assistance in the develop­
ment plan. The F.O.A. mission has completed its 
investigations and submitted its recommendations to 
the Governor on April 15th.

New Queen’s Counsel. “ Mr. Lionel Luckhoo has 
been appointed one of Her Majesty’s Counsel for British 
Guiana. Mr. Luckhoo, who is now the youngest QL 
in the West Indies, has acquired a brilliant reputation 
in his 14 years at the Bar. Mr. Luckhoo is an ex­
president of the Manpower Citizens Association—the 
recognized union of the sugar industry—and he 
one of the United Democratic Party delegation which 
went to London last November after the suspension o 
the Constitution.

Visit of I.C.T.A. Students. ” Forty-two 
graduate students from the Imperial College of Tropica* 
Agriculture in Trinidad, accompanied by Professor A. ■ 
Killick, have been here on a 12-day visit to see Bntisn 
Guiana’s agriculture.

Visitors. “ Among this month’s visitors to the 
colony were : Sir Robert Urquhart, British Ambassador 
in Venezuela; Mr. Garnet H. Gordon, West Indian Trade 
Commissioner in London ; Dr. Eustace Akwei, Chie 
Medical Officer of Health in the Gold Coast; Profess01
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M. Sandmann, Dr. F. H. Bowen, and Dr. Jessie Rankine, 
of the staff of the University College of the West Indies ; 
Miss Dora Ibberson, Social Welfare Adviser to the 
Comptroller of Development and Welfare in the West 
Indies; and Dr. R. G. Lampart of the World Health 
Organization.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Contact with Guatemala. Our correspondent, 

writing from Belize on April 22nd, states : “ The report 
of the commissioner, establishing contact by the leaders 
of the People’s United Party on several counts, is old 
news now, but the effect of his findings may not be 
realized. The reaction of their ignorant followers 
would have been amusing, if ignorance can ever be 
amusing. On leaving the Court House after Sir 
Reginald Sharpe, Q.C. had read his findings, these 
‘guilty ’ leaders were hailed as having been ‘ acquitted,’ 
their followers believing a trial to have been in progress. 
For several days thereafter the party’s campaign car 
paraded Belize, bellowing from its loud-speaker such 
slogans as ‘ Contact or no contact P.U.P. all the way.’ 
The sponsors shortly realized that this was mere bravado 
in the face of proven ‘ guilt ’ and have since brazenly 
denied the truth of the commissioner’s findings. There 
can be no doubt, however, that many voters who would 
have supported the P.U.P. on the strength of their 
empty promises have now had their eyes opened.

Free Speech. “ During the last few weeks the 
public P.U.P. meetings have been marked by out­
rageous abuse of all and sundry to whom they are 
opposed. The leaders perhaps appear in their true light 
as shown in a letter to the Daily Clarion from Mr. 
A. J. Hunter, managing director of James Brodie & 
Co. Ltd., a prominent Roman Catholic and a Knight of 
St. Gregory. Mr. Hunter points out that these in­
dividuals have been using ‘ Communistic infiltration 
methods and packing meetings ’ to get control of credit 
unions, a co-operative society and so forth, with a view 
to using these institutions for their own ends. To quote 
Mr. Hunter: ‘ Many Catholics like myself resent this 
very much as we know that they are preaching hate 
and disloyalty against the British Government and will 
have nothing to do with the Government under the 
British Commonwealth. . . . The fact is that although 
the majority of the P.U.P. leaders are Catholics, the 
large majority of the Catholics are not P.U.P. members 
and I . . . resent ... the way they have been trying 
to get hold of Catholic institutions and creating a 
wrong impression.’

Elections. “ The electorate is being educated by 
Pamphlet and broadcast on their rights and limits on 
and after April 28th. There have been withdrawals oi 
two independent candidates from two of the country 
constituencies, which will give a better indication at the 
polls of the inclination of the people living most y o 
the land.

Hummingbird Highway. “ This highway which 
connects Belize with Stann Creek by a branch from tne 
Belize-EI Cayo highway was opened during the mon 
by the Governor It is 32| miles long and cost over 
$2,000,000, the money being provided by the Colonial 
development and Welfare Fund. It may be somewha 
optimistic to think that this road will open up much in 

the way of agricultural lands, for mostly it winds 
through steep terrain, but it is none the less a valuable 
link in the colony’s slowly growing road system.

Queen’s Birthday. “ Between heavy morning rain 
and a downpour the night following, the Queen’s 
Birthday parade and Government House garden party 
passed off undisturbed, colourfully and cheerfully.

Logging. “ These continued rains in what should 
be the ‘ dry ’ are severely hampering timber and other 
operations in all areas.

Mr. W. A. Robertson. “ Mr. Robertson, super­
intendent of the Belize Estate’s pine operations at 
Mango Creek, was murdered there four weeks ago. He 
came to the colony 45 years ago and he headed one of 
the forestry units to his native Scotland during the war. 
Mr. Robertson was a hard-working, inoffensive man and 
his murder shocked all who knew him.”

GRENADA
Agricultural Workers’ Wages. Our correspondent, 

Mr. E. R. Kent, sent by cable, on May 1st, the following 
statement, issued to its members, by the Grenada 
Agriculturalists’ Union :—

“ Members are hereby advised that by a resolution 
passed at a special general meeting held at the Chamber 
of Commerce rooms on April 24th, it was decided 
voluntarily to increase the daily basic uniform wage 
payable to agricultural workers by 24 cents for able- 
bodied men and 20 cents for able-bodied women. The 
rate of increase for all non able-bodied workers will be 
on a pro rata basis of 20 per cent.

“ The new wage rate will be operative as from April 
26th, from which date employers of labour are requested 
to pay 6s. for men and 5s. for women respectively.

“ In adjusting the new rate of pay the union has found 
it impracticable under existing conditions to fix a 
differential basic wage for different branches of the 
industry, and the aim has been to reach the maximum 
which the industry as a whole might possibly bear. 
This has been done in good faith in an effort to lay the 
foundation for an improvement in labour relations 
which is so vital to the economy of the island.

“ The union is deeply conscious that the new rate 
will impose a severe strain on nutmeg, sugar and lime 
producers in particular, and may also affect the cost of 
living in the colony generally, but the producers and the 
public alike are requested to make the necessary sacrifice 
with the hope that the impact may be absorbed by 
further internal adjustments in the near future.

” It should be pointed out that the customary system 
of perquisites for the workers—unique m the British 
West Indies—will continue to augment the actual wage 

rates paid.”
JAMAICA

Development Loan. Our correspondent Mr. H P. 
Tacobs writing from Kingston on April 28th, states. 
“ A local 10-vears loan of £350,000 at 41 per cent (the 
first instalment of a £5,000 000 development loan) was 
offered to the public on April 5th and oversubscribed on 
April 6th Half the number of applications came from 
private individuals seeking to invest £1,000 or less. 
Insurance companies and building societies (some in 
other British Caribbean territories) accounted for a high
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proportion of the volume of stock applied for. The 
money is to be utilized for irrigation, loans to parochial 
boards, and public works.

Sugar Industry and Labour. “ The three unions 
representing labour in the sugar industry (the Busta­
mante Industrial Trade Union, the National Workers’ 
Union, and the Trades Union Congress) have agreed to 
suspend negotiations with the Sugar Manufacturers’ 
Association in respect of the current crop until Mr. 
Bustamante, the Chief Minister, returns from his forth­
coming visit to London, where he is expected to press 
for an increase in the Jamaican export quota. The 
S.M.A. has undertaken that any wage increases which 
may subsequently be given will be retrospective. The 
unions are asking for a pension scheme as well as for 
wage increases.

“ The Sugar and Agricultural Workers’ Union, to 
which the Ministry of Labour refuses recognition, as 
Communist-controlled, continues to claim to represent 
workers at the Raheen-Applet on estate.

Elections Postponed. “ The elections for the 
Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation, and for the 
parochial boards, due in June, have been postponed 
till next year, on the ground that revision of voters’ 
rolls has not been properly carried out.

Education. “ A conference was held early this 
month at the University College of the West Indies on 
financial questions and admission requirements. All the 
colonies involved were represented except the Leeward 
Islands and British Honduras, which apologized for the 
unavoidable absence of their representatives. The 
Inter-University Council for Higher Education in the 
Colonies was also represented.

Legislator Resigns. “ Mr. A. S. Campbell, for nine 
years a member of Legislative Council, resigned early 
this month. His health has for some time suffered from 
the strain of many duties. Mr. Campbell is the leader 
of the Farmers Party and was formerly president of 
the Farmers’ Federation.
T Yisit Indian Commissioner. “ Sir Badri Nanda 
Indian Commissioner to the British West Indies and 
British Guiana, visited Jamaica this month.

New Chief Justice. “ Mr. Justice Carberry, Senior 
Puisne Judge, has been appointed Chief Justice.

Distillery Idle. “ For the first time in the history of 
Barnett sugar factory, near Montego Bay, the distillery 
will be idle this year, owing to lack of rum orders The 
molasses is being sold abroad.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
The following extracts have been taken from the 

newsletter issued by the Information Office of Trinidad 
and lobago for the period March 16th to 31st :_  
„ Commerce Jubilee Meeting.

British Caribbean trade stood to benefit from the 
unity that was a part of federation, declared the 
Governor Sir Hubert Rance, at the diamond jubilee 
meeting of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce recently 
Replying to a statement by Mr. Alan Storey, the outgoing 
Prudent of the chamber, relative to the difficult 

observed <US countering, the Governor
?nr IV ' ' -J W°Uld Ilke to add that the necessity 
for speaking with one voice throughout the British 

Caribbean is just as important for citrus as for sugar. 
Perhaps this is a further reason for pressing on with 
federation.’ The Governor expressed the hope that 
there would be no recession in world trade and that ‘ we 
shall be able to find expanding markets for our goods so 
that the economy of Trinidad and Tobago will be able 
to bear the ever-increasing burdens thrust upon it.’ Mr. 
Storey expressed confidence, however, that it was 
the Government’s policy to explore all avenues which 
might tend to diversify the colony’s economy ‘and 
provide a cushion against possible trade recessions 
elsewhere.’

U.S.-U.K. Citrus Pact. “ The Government plans 
to summon a conference of representatives of all West 
Indian territories to consider the recent agreement 
reached for the purchase by the United Kingdom of a 
large quantity of United States citrus, the Hon. Albert 
Gomes, Minister for Labour, Industry and Commerce, 
announced recently. Mr. Gomes was of the opinion 
that the agreement was one which could cause con­
siderable harm among West Indian producers and 
advocated as a first step in the campaign against the 
agreement the formation of a West Indian citrus 
association along the lines of the West Indian Sugar 
Manufacturers’ Association. The Minister stated that 
as far as Trinidad and Tobago was concerned its citrus 
industry was worth about $5,000,000, and ‘ we shall 
have to fight to protect it. . . . Our markets for citrus 
are very limited and we have to look to the United 
Kingdom for the simple reason that we cannot sell in 
open competition with American citrus in the European 
markets, and we have been unable indeed to sell in certain 
markets simply because of the exchange situation.’

Rice Agreement. “ Representatives of the British 
Guiana Rice Marketing Board and delegates of participat­
ing Governments to the rice agreement in the British 
West Indies will meet in Trinidad on April 1st to discuss 
the question of price for rice and a new contract in place 
of the existing one which expires towards the end of 
this year. Trinidad’s delegate for the talks is the Hon. 
Albert Gomes, Minister for Labour, Industry and 
Commerce, while his advisers will be Mr. Holman 
Williams, Director of Agriculture, and Mr. A. J. Bain, 
Commissioner of Industry and Commerce, and two 
persons to be nominated by the Chamber of Commerce.

[The contract was extended for two years, the price 
remaining unchanged. Ed.]

Five Year Plan to Cost More. “ Trinidad is to 
spend at least $8,200,000 more than estimated to carrj 
on works contemplated under the colony’s present 
hve-year economic programme, the Hon. Louis Blache- 
¿ias?r’ Financial Secretary, disclosed recently. ^r- 
Blache-Fraser stated that estimates had already ex­
ceeded the $8,200,000 mark and further revisions of the 
programme would entail more, though not as consider­
able increases in the overall expenditure.
i -ij^ Financial Secretary gave for example: School 
buildings increased from $1,550,000 to $3,482,000; 
rice schemes under the drainage and irrigation will be 
increased from $600,000 to $2,178,000 / new Govem- 
S/Si at Treasury Street estimated to cost
>400 000 had been increased by $650,000; work on 
the docksite as an additional wharf area not included

{Continued on page 144)
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West Indies at Westminster

Doth Houses of Parliament adjourned for the Easter 
u recess on April 15th, and reassembled on April 
27th.

Oe House nf Words
Treasury Controlled Colonies. Lord Ogmore asked Her 

Majesty’s Government whether they would give a list of those 
colonial territories which were now under the system known as 
“Treasury Control.”

The Earl of Munster, Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
supplied the following list in a written answer of April 7th : 
Antigua, Bechuanaland Protectorate, British Honduras, British 
Solomon Islands Protectorate, Dominica, Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands, Leeward Islands (Federal), Montserrat, North Borneo, 
St. Helena, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Somaliland Protectorate, 
Swaziland, Virgin Islands.

Oe House of Commons
Federation. Mr. Vaughan-Morgan asked the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies what progress he could report with regard 
to West Indian Federation.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written reply of March 31st that 
there had been no developments since his reply on December 
2nd last, when he had stated that the Legislatures of Grenada 
and St. Vincent only had considered—and accepted—the report 
of the Federation Conference.

Jamaica Cigars. Mr. Russell asked the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he had considered the representations made 
to him by the Jamaica Cigar Manufacturers’ Association ; and 
if he would make a statement.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of March 31st that he 
would shortly be replying to the representations made by the 
Jamaica Cigar Manufacturers’ Association, and had no statement 
to make at that time.

Jamaica Bananas. Asked by Mr. Russell what proportion 
of the banana crop in Jamaica was failing to find a market ; 
and what steps he was taking to find more markets so that 
production could be increased, Mr. Lyttelton, Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, stated in a written answer of March 31st 
that the whole of Jamaica’s current exportable surplus of 
bananas could find a market in this country.

Constitution Commission Report. Mr. Roland Robinson 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he had 
yet received the report of the British Guiana Constitutional 
Commission ; and when he intended to publish it.

In a written answer of March 31st, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
he had not yet received the report.

Investment in the Empire. Mr. Gower asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer if he would give an estimate of 
fhe aggregate amount of British investment in all 
health countries and in British colonies during the years 1935, 

$50 and 1953, respectively ; and what steps he would take to 
stimulate such investment. ..

In a written answer of April 1st, Mr. Reginald Maudling, 
Economic Secretary to the Treasury, who replied, stated .

No complete figures of the United Kindgom’s investment in 
these countries are available. For 1950 and 1953, I would, 
°wever, refer my hon. Friend as regards the rest of the sterling 

area to Item 38 of Cmd. 8976 although this item is incomplete 
as is shown in the explanatory notes, and to the reply given ° 
the hon. Member for Gravesend (Sir R. Acland) on February

Investment in Canada authorised by the Exchange 
Control in 1950 was £11,000,000, and in 1953, ¿38,000,000. As 

e Sydney communiqué made clear, we are doing all that we ca 
stimulate investment in sound economic development in 

^mmonwealth, but success must depend on our ability to 
cmeve an adequate surplus in our overseas balance of payments 
ÆUsh Tro°Ps in Colonies. Mr. Swingler asked the 
wï of State f°r War on April 6th (1) to what extent the 
the British troops in colonial terntorie
2H^lsh. and on the colonial, taxpayer, respectively.»and 

what extent the cost of transporting British troops between 

the United Kingdom and colonial territories fell on the British, 
and on the colonial, taxpayer, respectively.

Mr. Head said that it depended on the circumstances. Where 
United Kingdom troops were stationed in colonial territories for 
reasons of Commonwealth defence, the cost of transporting and 
maintaining them there was met from United Kingdom funds, 
but the colonies were encouraged to make contributions towards 
the general costs of Commonwealth defence. Where the troops 
were sent to help to preserve or restore order, the colonies were 
expected to pay, so far as they could afford to do so, the extra 
costs, including transport.

Citrus Treated with Thiourea. Mr. Lewis asked the 
President of the Board of Trade whether in view of the harmful 
effect of thiourea on citrus fruits, he would prohibit the im­
portation of those fruits when treated with that particular 
preservative.

The Minister of State, Board of Trade, Mr. Amory, who 
replied, stated in a written answer of April 6th that he was 
informed that the import of citrus fruits containing thiourea 
was already prohibited under the Preservatives in Food Regu­
lations and anyone doing so was liable to be prosecuted.

Bacteriological Trials. Mr. Emrys Hughes asked the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on April 5th if he would 
invite the United States Government to send observers to the 
bacteriological trials which were to be carried out in Bahamian 
waters.

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, who 
replied, said that two United States scientists were attending 
those trials.

Mr. Hughes then asked if every precaution was being taken 
to prevent the poisoning which might result having effects on 
American fishermen who might be in the area and to prevent 
the bacteria doing any damage in the United States.

Mr. Lloyd said that he had no doubt that all appropriate 
precautions were being taken.

Superannuation Schemes. Mr. J. Johnson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what steps he was contemplat- 
in" regarding interchangeability of superannuation schemes for 
teachers, doctors, nurses and similar public servants who took 
up service in the colonial territories.

In a written answer of March 30th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
complete interchangeability of superannuation schemes was 
not possible, since nearly all colonial schemes were non-con- 
tributory, and transfer values could not therefore be exchanged.

Arrangements already existed, however, for the preservation 
of the superannuation rights of civil servants, teachers, doctors, 
nurses and local government officers who took up service in the 
colonial territories. In consultation with the British Transport 
Commission, steps were being taken to preserve the super­
annuation rights of British Railway officers who took up 
employment with colonial railways. Secondment from several 
of those home services was also possible.

Restrictions on P.P.P. Members ’ Movements. Miss Lee 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 14th when 
he proposed to restore complete freedom of movement to 
Dr. Cheddi Jagan and other members of the People s Progressive 
Party of British Guiana. . .

Mr Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied said • “The repeal of the orders imposing the restrictions 
is a matter for the Governor. I take this opportunity to say 
that my right hon. Friend fully supports the action which the 
Governor has found it necessary to take.

Miss Lee then asked Mr. Hopkinson if he was aware that 
unless those orders were repealed and normal constitutional 
methods made available for the People’s Progressive Party to 
express its point of view, there was going to be more and 
more civil disobedience and more and more trouble.

Mr Hopkinson said he was afraid that as long as Dr. Jagan 
and liis friends continued their present behaviour it would not 
be possible to repeal those orders.

Arrest of P.P.P. Members. Replying to questions by 
Mr. Fenner Brockway, Sir Leslie Plummer and Mr. James
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Johnson on April 14th, Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, said that Dr. Jagan was arrested on April 3rd 
for violating the order restricting his movements to Georgetown. 
Mrs. Jagan and eight other members of the party were arrested 
on April 4th for holding an unlawful procession.

Dr. Jagan was released on bail on April 5th, but he was again 
arrested, together with seven other members of the party for 
holding an unlawful procession. They openly incited a crowd 
of some 2,000 outside P.P.P. Headquarters. Forty-nine other 
persons had been arrested in Georgetown on such charges as 
disorderly behaviour and assault.

In Berbice, 65 persons had been arrested for taking part in 
unlawful processions and meetings during demonstrations since 
the conviction of Dr. Jagan on April 12th. As regards arrange­
ments for trial a special magistrate had been assigned by the 
Chief Justice to hear all cases resulting from disorders in George­
town.

Mr. Brockway then asked Mr. Hopkinson : “ Does the right 
hon. Gentleman not realise that this repetition of the whole 
story of the colonies, of India and everywhere else, does not have 
the effect of increasing democracy there but has the effect of 
increasing the very forces of Communism against which it is 
directed ? ”

In reply, Mr. Hopkinson said that there could be no doubt 
about it that we had to carry on as we had been doing to restore 
law and order in that territory. That was the first occasion, 
as far as he knew, where any movement for any colony’s inde­
pendence had taken the form of attempting to set up a Com­
munist state.

Unemployment in Jamaica. Mr. Langford-Holt asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what were the figures of un­
employment in Jamaica for the last three years ; and what 
were the cause and effect of that unemployment.

In a written answer of April 28th, Mr. Hopkinson, Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, who replied, said he regretted that 
the figures for which Mr. Langford-Holt asked were not avail­
able. Unemployment in Jamaica included a great deal of 
seasonal under-employment in agriculture. The main cause of 
that unemployment was the rapid increase in population in a 
territory whose resources were limited.

British Honduras Radio. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies who owned the radio station 
at Belize, British Honduras ; what was the amount of its 
capital; what facilities it possessed for disseminating accurate 
news ; and to what extent those facilities were used to ensure 
that citizens of the colony received regular news from the free 
wona.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer of March 31st, stated that 
at®ellze was owned by the Government of 

British Honduras Grants totalling ¿24,000 had been made 
ofTh^ sta^ a?d Tlfare funds for the construction

f f Th°se *unds also bore approximately 70 per 
cent of recurring costs, the balance being met by the Government 
of British Honduras. News bulletins in both English and 
b&st ^ce^ily BBC’ S6““' °VerSeas ser™e

Mr- D- J°Ues asked the Secretary o* 
State for the Colonies how many factory inspectors there were 
m the territories of British Guiana and Trinidad, respectively 
and what powers of enforcement they possessed P y ’ 

In a written answer of March 30th, Mr. Lytteiton stated that 
there were three factory inspectors in Trinidad In British 
Guiana, all members of the senior staff of the Labour Depart­
ment, with an establishment of ten, were empowered to Zct as 
factory inspectors ; a specialist in that field would shortly be 
appointed. In both territories inspectors had powers to ¿iter 
and inspect factories, to require information, and to conduct 
proceedings in court. conduct

of Trade. Mr D. Jones asked the Secretary
oi State for the Colonies, on April 7th, whether he would -ive 
figures showing by how much the territories of Bermuda 
Bahamas and Jamaica benefited from the American tourist 

Mr “J XT yea, T*“11 fi«ures were liable St 
Mr. Lyttelton said that it was difficult to be exact

estimates in respect of 1953 amounted to about ¿4 000 000 LX 
Bahamas ¿4 000,000 for Jamaica and ¿8,000,000 for Beraud^ 
Those estimates did not take account of exnendito™ S 
territories on dollar imports for tourist trade purposes

Mr. Jones then asked Mr. Lyttelton if heLa^ mvare that 

in the Bahamas there was a colour bar in the hotels just as there 
was in Jamaica. Was it not possible that if the colour bar 
were removed from Bermuda and the Bahamas, there would 
be a greater influx of tourists into those countries.

Mr. Lyttelton said he was afraid that he could not indulge 
in any conjecture on that matter.

Gomes Report. Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies on April 28th what legal proceedings had been 
taken, or were to be taken, as the result of the Gomes Report 
on corruption in Trinidad.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied, said : “ None, sir. The responsibility in such matters 
rests with the Attorney-General of Trinidad, and he decided 
against prosecution.”

Mr. Jones then asked : ‘‘Is the Minister satisfied that in all 
cases there are no grounds for prosecution in view of what is 
contained in the Gomes Report ? ”

Mr. Hopkinson said that he had nothing to add to his reply. 
He would draw the hon. Gentleman’s attention to the reply given 
to the hon. Member for Eton and Slough (Mr. Fenner Brockway) 
on April 22nd, 1953 [see Circular for May, 1953, page 130] 
which had further information on the point.

Development and Welfare. Mr. J. Johnson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 7th if he had yet 
considered his future policy regarding colonial development and 
welfare arrangements after March 31st, 1956, when the ten-year 
development period was due to end.

Mr. Lyttelton said that until he had received and examined, 
in consultation with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the plans 
for future development which all the colonial territories had been 
asked to submit, he could not add to the information about 
further colonial development and welfare assistance which he 
gave the House on June 24th last. He still hoped that it would 
be found possible to introduce new legislation on that subject 
early in the next session.

Mr. James Griffiths asked Mr. Lyttelton if, pending legislation, 
arrangements could be made to ensure that long-term research 
was not handicapped by the inability to vote sums for long-term 
research work.

Mr. Lyttelton replied : “ The right hon. Gentleman knows 
that, as I said on June 24th, the colonial governments can 
commit themselves to certain sums in advance of the legislation, 
and if there is any’ shortage of money such as the right hon. 
Gentleman appears to fear, I should not hesitate to come to 
the House again.”

Colonial Defence Arrangements. Mr. T. Reid asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 14th what provision 
existed for the defence of British dependencies from external 
attacks ; how far local military forces would be used to defend 
each dependency attacked or in danger of attack ; and how far 
a system of collective defence was in existence.

Mr Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied, said that while arrangements naturally varied from 
a fan i° territory’ British dependencieswere normally 
defended from external attack by their own local forces, 
reinforced m case of need by those of the United Kingdom, 
troops from one territory were of course sometimes used in the 
??fence of another. A present example was the presence in 
Malaya of the Fiji Battalion and a battalion of the King5 
African Rifles.

Mr. Reid also asked what was the policy of Her Majesty s 
Government in regard to the cost of the military forces required 
for the internal security of colonies, and the extent to which 

forces should be controlled by the colonial governments; 
and if he would publish a list of colonies and other dependencies 
1 °y mooh each proposed to spend on military forces in 

,a°d what cash subventions Her Majesty’s Government 
pledgedd tO make to each in 1954-55 and the total sum so

The applica-

MrHoPkms°n rePlied : “I assume that the hon. Member is 
ini™”1}8 to colonial forces only. Our general aim is that 
oofoniM governments should pay for and control such local 
S nm- • aS are needed for internal security. The apphe*' 
acennnt 1S PrinciPle varies from colony to colony and takes in

: • iSUck factors as the colony’s capacity to pay, the pr0' 
Thl PP’to.-date training and the local military organization- 
o^tto^ in the latter part of th
H to ^mediately available ; when it is, I will circulate
it in the Official Report.
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Company Reports and Meetings

Telephone and General Trust, Ltd.
In moving the adoption of the report and accounts at the 

annual general meeting held in London on April 27th, the 
chairman, Sir Alexander Roger, dealing with the Trust’s 
activities in the West Indies, said : “ The expansion and develop­
ment of the three telephone companies in the West Indies goes 
on apace. As I have said previously, the directors of these 
companies in Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and Barbados, 
fully recognize that harmonious relations with their respective 
governments and public can only be maintained by a ceaseless 
and unremitting determination to render first-class service. 
In this they have the full financial and technical support of the 
Trust and its servicing company of consulting engineers and 
commercial advisers—Telephone and Associated Services Ltd.— 
and of our associated manufacturing companies.

Jamaica
“ During 1953 the Jamaica Telephone Co. spent over ¿250,000 

upon expansion and improvement. Towards this the Trust 
advanced an additional ¿182,000, making at the end of 1953 a 
total temporary loan of some ¿346,000 to the Jamaica company. 
As further large capital expenditure is being undertaken to 
keep pace with industrial, commercial and housing development 
in Jamaica, it is intended to increase the share and loan capital 
of the company by offering further preference shares and 
debentures for public subscription in Jamaica. The proceeds of 
these issues will be remitted to the Trust in reduction of the 
temporary loan. During 1953 stations in service increased by 
1,888 to a total of 18,020.

Trinidad
“ As in Jamaica so in Trinidad expenditure continues upon 

the inside and outside plant, and during 1953 net additions to 
the company’s plant involved over ¿238,000.

“ In January, 1953, the Trinidad company offered for public 
subscription in Trinidad 20,000 5 per cent, redeemable cumulative 
preference shares of B.W.I. §50 each, and I am pleased to tell 
you that the issue was over-subscribed. I think this demon­
strates the confidence that institutions and the investing public 
in Trinidad and elsewhere in the West Indies have in this first- 
class public utility.

“ The proceeds, ¿208,333, were remitted to Telephone Trust 
in reduction of outstanding temporary loans. During 1953 
further advances have been made towards capital expenditure 
and the temporary loan from the Trust amounted to ¿188,580 
at December 31st, 1953. Stations in service increased by 
1,412 to a total of 18,997.

Barbados
' The Barbados Telephone Co. had 5,222 stations in service 

at the end of 1953 as compared with 5,069 at the beginning of 
the year—an increase of 153.

Development and expansion continued throughout the year 
according to plan, net additions to plant and equipment amount- 
lng to approximatelv ¿84,500. Towards this the Trust ad­
vanced some ¿43,000, making a total temporary loan from the 
ia-St *° Barbados company of some ¿67,700 at the end o

'.It is hoped that it will be possible to offer further share 
^Pital for public subscription in Barbados before the end of 
. 54, in pursuance of our general policy of encouraging oca 
lnvestment in these telephone companies.”
West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd.

In their report for the year ended September 30th, the ^/rectors 
the net Profit, after providing for depreciation and 

amounted to ¿344,279. To this is added the balance 
Jforward of ¿144,489, making a total of ¿488,768. Out 
®^thls sum, ¿115,000 has been transferred to preference share 

iund’ Z22.236 to debenture stock sink!ng 
i ,000 to debenture stock redemption reserve, and ¿ , 
J0 general reserve, leaving ¿291,532. The dividend on the 
tax 1 CuUt Cumulative redeemable preference shares, I®?

¿5-625- and the interim dividend of 4d. pe 
balanr^ s?are> iree °f tax, amounted to ¿35,000. “ ,
Glance of ¿250,907, the directors recommend payment of a 

final dividend of Is. per ordinary share, free of income tax, which 
will absorb ¿105,000, leaving ¿145,907 to be carried forward.

The 1953 sugar crop amounted to 122,765 tons against 99,231 
tons in 1952.

The chairman, Mr. G. Vernon Tate, in his annual review which 
accompanies the report, states : “ Before proceeding to the 
report of the year’s activities I should like to refer to the sad loss 
we have all suffered recently by the death of our late chairman, 
Lord Lyle of Westbourne.

“ He will be most sorely missed, not only here in London, but 
also in Jamaica where he was justly regarded as a true friend 
and champion by everyone, both within our organization and 
in the island as a whole. He will be remembered for his valiant 
fight for free enterprise, for his interest in sport, for his friendship 
towards all to whom he owed responsibility—shareholders, 
colleagues and employees alike, and not least for his great 
personal kindliness and charm.

“ I am glad to report that in 1953 both our factories surpassed 
their previous production records. Between them they handled 
1,180,786 tons of cane, of which 822,208 tons were grown on our 
own estates and the remaining 358,578 tons purchased from cane 
farmers. Total sugar production amounted to 122,765 tons, as 
is shown below, together with comparative figures for the 
previous year.

1952 1953
Tons Tons

Frome .......................... 49,871 63,669
Monymusk ... ... 49,360 59,096

99,231 122,765

“ A further 100,000 preference shares were redeemed on 
March 31st, 1954, at a premium of 3s. per share, leaving only 
50,000 shares outstanding out of the 300,000 shares originally 
issued in 1938. The remaining 50,000 shares will be redeemed
on March 31st, 1955. . .

“ You have previously been informed of our decision to take 
a 25 per cent, interest in the capital of Sugar Line Ltd., a new 
shipping company formed jointly with Tate and Lyle, Ltd. 
and the United Molasses Co. Ltd. to specialize in the transport 
of raw sugar in bulk. Six ships, each with a carrying capacity of 
approximately 9,000 tons, have been ordered for delivery in 
1955 and 1956, and part of the finance required for the con­
struction programme has been raised by means of an issue by 
Sugar Line of ¿2,000,000 debenture stock guaranteed as to 
principal and interest jointly by Tate and Lyle and the United 
Molasses Co. We have entered into a separate agreement 
with the guarantors, assuming liability in proportion to our 
25 per cent shareholding. This accounts for the item m the 
profit and loss account for debenture interest of Sugar Line 
paid under guarantee.

“ You may remember that in response to appeals by the 
Government of Jamaica we decided last year to extend the 
capacity of Frome factory. Work was commenced immediately 
after the end of the 1952/53 crop, and thanks to the splendid 
efforts of our staff, was completed according to programme in 
time for commencement of the 1953/54 crop on Decembei 1st, 
1953 The performance of the extended plant, with a grinding 
rate of over 180 tons of cane per hour, has exceeded all expecta­
tions and reflects great credit on all concerned.

“ In the space of 15 years since 1938, our first year of operations 
and incidentally the peak pre-war year in Jamaica theislands 
SU "ar production has increased from 118,189 to 330,237 tons 

1956 croo During the same period our contribution has Xe^ frim 37 ^1 to 122,765 tons, ail it is worthy of note that
the latter figure exceeds the total island production in 1938. 
We are proud of the part we have been able to play in this 
striking development of the Jamaican sugar industry an 
industry which remains and is likely to remain the backbone 
of the island’s economy.

“ T regret to tell you, however, that sugar production in 
Tamaica will have to be restricted in future The new Inter- 
£2 Sugar Agreement, which came into force on January 
iT 1954 limits the export production of Commonwealth 

* ’ Z; L tn the quotas established under the Commonwealth Suga^Agreement *of °December 21st, 1951. The overall B.W.I.
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export quota amounts to 900,000 tons, of which Jamaica s 
agreed share is 270,000 tons, but according to present estimates, 
total export production in Jamaica for the current year will 
exceed this latter figure by some 50,000 tons, making an approxi­
mate total of 320,000 tons for export, to which must be added 
local consumption sugar, bringing the estimated grand total 
production to over 365,000 tons. There is a possibility this year 
that there will be shortfalls in other territories which will provide 
additional quota for Jamaica. But shortfalls in other territories 
cannot be expected in future years, and in order to effect the 
necessary restriction of sugar production in Jamaica, deliveries of 
cane by both estates and farmers will have to be limited. This 
will require legislation and the matter is now receiving the 
attention of the Government of Jamaica. In the meantime I 
must express our concern at the continued expansion of cane 
cultivation by certain farmers who have ignored the repeated 
warnings given to them. Unless control is put into effect 
promptly a most serious situation will arise.

“ As I have already mentioned, Jamaica’s overall export 
quota amounts to 270,000 tons, and approximately two-thirds 
of this quantity is sold to the British Government at an annually 
negotiated price which is designed to give a reasonable return to 
efficient producers. The negotiated price for 1954 is ¿1 6s. 8d. 
per ton lower than in the previous year. I would remind you, 
however, that the balance of export quota and any additional 
quota which may arise from shortfalls in other territories has

West Indian Passenger List
Booker Line

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 
F. Sanchez), Liverpool, April 3rd.
His Hon. Chief Justice Mr. D. E. Dowling Miss E. J. Russell

Sir Peter & Lady Bell Mr. & Mrs. D. V. Kidinan Mr. S. Stewart
Miss J. Dias Rev. & Mrs. A. S. Russell Mr. H. S. Wilson

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain T. Wynne 
Jones), Liverpool, April 15th.
Dr. A. G. Fung-a-Fat Mrs. J. A. Mohabir Miss R. M. Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. T. P. Griffin Mr. & Mrs. A. Robertson Mr. G. E. Wostenholine
Miss Griffin

Jamaica Banana Producers’ S.S. Co.

to be marketed at the free world price plus Empire preference, 
which at present levels gives a net return some ¿10 per ton below 
the negotiated price. Our average price will inevitably be much 
reduced.

“ The outstanding event of the past year in Jamaica was, of 
course, the visit of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh on 
the first stage of their long and arduous Commonwealth tour. 
This great and historic occasion in Jamaica was marked by 
spontaneous demonstrations of loyalty and devotion to Her 
Majesty by all sections of the population. The Government and 
all officials concerned are to be congratulated on the excellent 
arrangements made and so successfully carried out.

“ We continue to encourage the development of sporting 
activities amongst our employees, and as you may imagine, 
cricket takes pride of place and the standard is extremely high. 
Frome succeeded in emulating Monymusk’s achievement in the 
previous year by winning the Crum Ewing Cup, which is com­
peted for by all the sugar estates in the island. Our con­
gratulations are due to Mr. Frederick, the Frome captain, on 
being selected to play for the West Indies in the first Test Match 
against the English touring team. At the same time, football 
is also developing satisfactorily, and the natural good eye and 
games sense of \\ est Indians offer promise of good things to come

'Mr. Alan Walker relinquished his position as managing 
director of the company on December 1st, 1953, in order to take 
up the post of joint managing director of the United Molasses 
Co Ltd. Mr. Walker had served the company since 1937 
and played a most important part in its successful development’ 
I am glad to say that he is still a member of our board so that his 
intimate knowledge of the company’s affairs and his good judg­
ment will continue to be available to us. We wish him everv 
success in his new and important position. 7

“.We have appointed to the board Mr. I. A. C. Huffill Mr A 
Gillies and Mr. W. A. Coupland and these three gentlemen

Blanchard> now form the executive’ 
rlBlanchard has been an executive director since the inception 

of the company and has done brilliant work on its behalf F Mr 
Hugill comes from the Tate and Lyle organization with whom 
he has shown high ability and we are fortunate in acquiring his 
services. Mr. Gillies has been largely responsible for the technical 
developments which have taken place and Mr. Coupland has 
been secretary of the company since 1944. Both have done 
on the^d We benefit greatly fr°m their counsels

" In conclusion, I know you will wish to join with me and mv 
colieagues m expressing our thanks to our two general managers 
Mr. Michelin and Mr. Cahusac and to their managers, staffed 
employees in Jamaica, and also to our staff in London. The 

hfd enthl)Isiasm with which they go about the company’s 
affairs have resulted in another highly successful year.” 1 Y

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer 
(Captain G. E. M. Jenkins), London, April 12th:— 
The Earl & Countess of Lady Susan Howard Lt.-Col. P. Sheppard

Carlisle Mr. R. L. Fuller Miss J. Symes
Capt. & Mrs. H. S. Mrs. J. A. Miller Mrs. A. Walton

Harrison-Wallace Miss V. F. Miller

Royal Mail Lines
Sailings to Jamaica, Bahamas and Bermuda, in R.M.S. 

Essequibo (Captain T. W. Bolland), London, April 15th:— 
Capt. & Mrs. Bowyer Miss E. D. Dent Mr. A. Learnionth
Mr. & Mrs. F. M. Collett Mrs. Jessop Capt. & Mrs. R. M. Millar
Mrs. I. Dent Mr. W. B. Jessop

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in R.M.S.P. Parima (Captain 
G. S. Grant), London, May 5th :—
Colonel P. Hanafin Colonel H. Henman Mr. A. Rice
Lt.-Colonel J. Hanafin

Saguenay Terminals Ltd.
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Skaubo, Liverpool, 

April 7th :—
Mr. E. A. Gomes Mrs. M. Porter Mr. J. G. Stevenson
Rev. R. T. G. Mitchell Mr. C. Simcock

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Oranjestad 

(Captain N. F. M. van Deun), Dover, April 4th :—
Mr. A. S. Adams 
Miss J. Adamson 
Mrs. K. Budd 
Mrs. M. Cooksey 
Misses I. & O. Drummond

Mr. S. H. Greenland 
Miss E. G. McLean 
Mrs. G. McLean 
Miss K. Männin

Miss J. H. Marriot 
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Olds 
Mr. Z. W. Scomoroch 
Mrs. B. K. Wright

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Bonaire,Plymouth, 
April 6th :—
Mr. & Mrs. G. M. Bridges Mrs. D. Foo
Miss A. Bridges Mr. V. C. Gordyk

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in 
J. Th. Melage), Plymouth, May 2nd :—
»u» e.. Darran 
Miss M. A. Boilers 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Cooke 
Miss S. Cooke 
Mrs. M. Delph 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Fernandes 
Miss N. P. Field 
Mrs. M. Fung Kee Fung

Mr. W. A. Gordon
Mr. F. Gregory
Mr. &Mrs. S. J. Hutchings
Mr. A. A. Learmond
Miss E. A. Mansell 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. R. S. Reed

Fyffes Line
Sailings to Barbados and Jamaica, in 

T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, March 30th :—

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Maingot 
Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Maingot

Dr. E. F. Auden
Mr. A. B. Balderamos
Mr. A. N. Billson
Rev. & Mrs. S. Calcraft 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Crossley 
Mrs. D. Dowdall-Brown

Sailings to Barbados, 
(Captain R. W. Lundy),

Barbados 
Miss P. A. Moore

Jamaica
Mr. E. M. Gordon 
Hon. Mrs. E. M. Innes 
Mr. E. S. Johnson 
Miss A. Julien 
Mr. E. Kaye 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Levine

Mrs. A. M. Burchard-Wille 
Mr. D. O. Ferrey

Mr. Thomson

s.s. Cottica (Capta*11

Mr. & Mrs. C. F. Roza
Miss C. A. Roza , 
Mr. & Mrs. F. A. Seaford
Miss P. V. Seaford 
Mr. & Mrs. T. W. Searle

Mrs. R. Spellen 
Miss E. Whitehead

s.s. Cavina (Captain

Mr. & Mrs. G. W.

Mr. D. H. Marshall 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Pn« 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Sin^ 
Mr. & Mrs. H. R.
Rev. A. E. Vince 
Mr. L. A. Wilson

Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Bayan° 
Avonmouth, April 13th :—

Barbados 
Mr. K. F. Gilbert Mr. G. F. Organ

Members of the West India Committee are invited to further 
for electiom C°mnuttee introducing suitable candidates

Dr. & Mrs. K. Delpeche 
Mr. H. D. Fitzpatrick

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. T. C. Jerrom
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Reneau

Mr. T. W. Forrest 
Mr. E. Harris Dr.

Jamaica 
M. B.

Hey wood-Waddington

Mr. & Mrs. H. Robertson

Mr. R. Stow

Mrs. E. M. Lloyd
Mrs. S. Nicholson
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Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tetela
Philpott), Liverpool, 
Mr. J. W. Blackhurst 
Mr. & Mrs. Campbell 
Cdr. K. Gofton-Salmond

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain R. W. 
Lundy), Avonmouth, April 7th :—
Capt. R. Ansdell 
Mrs. M. Best 
Mr. J. Cobban 
Mr. K. Dewey 
Mr. J. Dickinson 
Capt. J. W. Dodd 
Mrs. K. Elletson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Fabel 
Miss L. Ford 
Miss N. Gillespie 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Gore 
Mr. J. Gunthorpe 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hatten 
Mrs. A. Hodges 
Mr. &• Mrs. Hollingworth

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 
s.s. Aiiguani (Captain J. Kinsley), Avonmouth, April 21st :—

Mr. E. Berg 
Mr. C. Cole

Mr. & Mrs. J. Butler 
.Miss G. Cutbush
Dr. H. Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. T. O’Sullivan
Rev. & Mrs. K. Payne

Mr. C. Armitstead
Mr. T. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. K. Bobin
Mis. F. V. Brackenbury 
Miss D. L. Brackenbury 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Compton 
Mr. H. Dalton
Mr. P. Dodd 
Mrs. E. Ellwood 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Evans

Home arrivals
Golfito (Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, April 25th :—

Mr. & Mrs. C. Armstrong 
Col. & Mrs. J. Connell 
Mr. F. R. Palmer

Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Boyle 
Mrs. E. Brocklebank 
Lt.-Col. & Hon. Mrs. 
„ H. M. Davson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Emlyn 
Mrs. A. C. Fraser

Jr- & Mrs. D. Baker-Carr 
J rs. N. K. Bell 
Mrs. E. A. R. Bick 
Lady Pamela Bird 
Capt. & Mrs. P. Blagrove 
J> I. K. Blake 
Miss C. V. Bolton 
Mr. E. G. Bradbury 
Mr- F. L. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Cook

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tortuguero (Captain d. 
C Crane), Liverpool, April 28th :—
Misses D. & E de Pass Mrs R Huie Mrs. N. Roberts
Mrs. H. Galan' ‘ Mr. & Mrs. W. McKinney Mr. & Mrs. J. Thompson

T Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Manistee (Captain R. A. 
haycock), Liverpool, May 4th 
S’ r ft Busland Mr. J. B. Hill 
11« u,H;.Halliday Mr. & Mrs. G. H. John 

W. Hancock Mrs. E. V. Morris

Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Scott 
Miss J. E. Strudwick 
Mr. R. H. White

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 
captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, May 4th

Mk’ L Burslem 
SsshP.Burelem

Ä"' Btavnani
VD5hnstie
Mrj'n ConnoHy

Hall
Mr¿G inMassy

J. Pawsey

April 6th :— 
Miss J. A. Laurie 
Miss E. M. Linton 
Miss N. B. Spain

Mr. D. Jones 
Mr. C. McLachlan 
Miss D. McLachlan 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Mais 
Mr. E. March 
Mrs. E. Mitchell 
Miss M. Moore 
Mrs. A. Neale 
Miss D. Philips 
Mrs. M. Phillips 
Mr. R. Potts 
Mr. S. Powell 
Mrs. J. Pritzier 
Miss J. Ralli 
Mr. C. Reilly

Barbados
Mrs. K. E. Lister

Trinidad 
Mrs. D. E. Pollard 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Quinn 
Miss E. Rance 
Mrs. N. Roche

Jamaica 
Major C. Furness 
Mr. T. Graveney 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Hutton 
Mr. G. Lock 
Mr. P. May 
Mr. A. Moss 
Mr. C. Palmer 
Mr. S. Ramahdin 
Miss P. Robins 
Lady Violet Segrave

from Barbados, Trinidad

Barbados
Mrs. O. Ramsey
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey-Cohn
Miss A. S. Richards

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr. 
Mr.

Trinidad
& Mrs. G. W. Huggins
& Mrs. S. B. Jardine 
& Mrs. R. Kaufmann 
& Mrs. C. A. King 
& Mrs. A. Marshall

Mrs. E. Merry
Jamaica

Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Cundall 
Mr. & Mrs. H. de Pass 
Mrs. S. J. Duncker 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Eccleston 
Miss J. C. Figueroa 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. Hipgrave 
Mrs. L. B. Jackson 
Mrs. N. B. Kallath 
Miss R. E. Lowth 
Dr. J. N. McIntosh

Barbados 
Mr. W. A. Jackson 
Dr. F. S. MacMahon 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Manning

Trinidad
Mr. P. L. Droz 
Mrs. C. B. Drury 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Escolme 
Mrs. D. M. Green 
Mrs. A. Hill 
Mr. R. A. Leeming 
Mrs. S. Lester

Jamaica
Miss G. P. Pawsey 
Dr. A. H. Pearce 
Dr. E. S. Pearce 
Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Platt

(Captain R. D.

Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.

G. A. Taylor 
I. M. Thomas 
E. M. Vizard

Lt.-Col. E. Rerrie 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Rogers 
Mrs. F. Scotchbrook 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Searle 
Miss M. Shepherd 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Stevenson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. J. Stockley 
Miss M. Swinburne 
Mrs. E. J. Vickers 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Walwyn 
Mr. & Mrs. Waterhouse 
Mrs. W. Whittaker 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Wright

Miss K. P. Lister

Miss S. Thomycroft 
Mr. G. Webb

A. L. Welch
E. Westwood

Mrs.
Mrs.

Miss Z. Skinner
Mr. F. Smith
Mr. R. Spooner
Mr. B. Statham
Mr. P. Stormonth-Darling
Mr. K. Suttle
Mr. F. Trueman
Mr. J. Wardle
Mr. W. Watson
Mrs. I. Worthington 

and Jamaica, in s.s.

Mrs. M. J. Skomoroch 
Mr. & Mrs. P. A. Way 
Mr. & Mrs. D. G. Wilson

Mr. J. A. Rapsey
Mrs. E. I. Rapsey
Mr. & Mrs. R. Struthers
Mr. & Mrs. L. Taurel
Mr. W. D. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. N. Wolfe

Mrs. G. F. Montgomery 
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Morales 
Mr. M. J- Mulcahy 
Maj. & Mrs. H. E. Reid 
Mrs. C. Riley 
Mr. & Mrs. C. F. Smith 
Major N. Wainwright 
Miss M. B. Webster 
Mr. & Mrs. D. I. Wharne 
Dr. Dahlia Whitbourne

Rev. T. Morrell
Major R. Watts
Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Whewell

Mr. G. F. Lowes
Mr. & Mrs. P. M. Philips 
Dr. W. A. St. John 
Mr N. B. Stalker 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Stell 
Mr. & Mrs. T. F. Twist 
Dr. L. G. Urich

Mrs. E. M. Popper 
Mr. A. H. Rigden 
Mrs. A. Stewart 
Mr. R. E. Workman

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Antilles 
Southampton, April 1st:—
Miss E. Bennett 
Miss Bhagmaniah 
Mr. J. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Bunzl 
Mr. Chabinath 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Charters 
Miss E. Charters 
Mrs. M. Cotton 
Mrs. M. Cross 
Mrs. N. Dickson

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in 
R. Lombard), Plymouth, April 11th:—

s.s. Colombie (Captain

Miss E. Allen 
Mr. B. Alleyne 
Rev. J. Anderson 
Mr. H. Atkinson 
Mr. R. Batchelor 
Miss J. Bates 
Mrs. Ö. Bell 
Mr. F. Billy 
Mr. A. Bissoo 
Rev. Fr. A. Bollaert 
Miss P. Boilers 
Mrs. V. Boxill 
Mr. K. Braithwaite 
Mrs. K. Brotherson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Brown 
Mr. C. Brown 
Mrs. E. Bruce 
Mr. G. Bynoe 
Mr. T. Carter 
Mr. E. Cassleton-Elliott 
Mr. P. Chakki 
Miss E. Charles 
Mr. A. Chin-a-Fat 
Mr. A. Chothia 
Mrs. S. Clarke 
Miss K. Cleere 
Mr. U. Collector 
Mrs. M. Cooke 
Miss M. Corbin 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Cox 
Rev. Fr. P. Coyne 
Mr. C. Cramer-Wright 
Miss M. Crosbie 
Mr. J. Cross 
Mr. J. H. I. Cross 
Mr. J. Dabreo
Mr. & Mrs. F. d’Agrella 
Mrs. W. Davison 
Rev. T. Davy 
Mr. G. De Coteau 
Mr. H. Depradine 
Miss G. Douglas 
Miss A. Elcock 
Mr. P. Farah 
Mr. S. Fenton 
Mrs. J. Ferdinand 
Mrs. J. Fielding 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Findlay 
Mr. C. Forde 
Miss O. Forde 
Miss E. Foulkes 
Mrs. E. Fraser 
Mr. R. Garrod 
Mr. H. Gibbs 
Mr. P. Goddard 
Mr. J. Godfrey 
Miss I. Godfrey 
Mrs. C. Gomes 
Miss L. Gonsalves

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
March production of crude oil and casing-head 
gasoline amounted to 267,117 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for four weeks ended March 29th was 436,024 

It a.r r elsTrinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for March was 282 303 barrels

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of March 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 548,717 barrels. _________

Press reports announce the discovery by Mr C. G. 
Dixon of the Colonial Geological Service, of gold deposits 
in the Mayo Mountains, British Honduras.

French Line

Miss S. Dickson
Mrs. I. Fyldes
Mr. & Mrs. A. Green 
Mrs. O. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. D. Hoo
Mr. & Mrs. A. Huggins
Mr. J. Huggins
Mr. J. Humphrey 
Mr. C. Ho

Mr. & Mrs. R. Gooding 
Miss U. Gooding 
Mr. J. Greer 
Miss K. Gunn 
Mrs. S. Haise 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Harrison 
Rt. Hon. Lord & Lady 

Hatherton
Miss M. Hayes 
Miss C. Hayes 
Mr. W. Holder 
Mr. I. Hosein 
Mr. C. Howard 
Miss M. Humphrey 
Mr. M. Inshan 
Mr. H. Jackman 
Mr. A. Jagan 
Mr. J. Jangdhari 
Miss A. John 
Mr. S. Johnson 
Miss M. Johnson 
Mr. C. Jones 
Mr. F. Joseph 
Mr. L. Joseph 
Rev. W. Keary 
Mr. R. Kellman 
Miss Z. Khan 
Mrs. M. Knaggs 
Miss M. Knaggs 
Mr. R. Laurence-Low 
Mr. F. Lawrence 
Mr. J. Lawrence 
Miss M. Lindsell
Mr. & Mrs. Lucie-Smith 
Mr. R. McKenzie 
Mr. T. McKenzie 
Mr. A. Macrae 
Mr. A. Madrell 
Mr. B. Maharaj 
Mr. & Mrs. Mahdosingh 
Mr. W. Mallalieu 
Miss R. Marache 
Miss M. Mars 
Mr. W. Matthews 
Miss S. Maurice 
Mr. A. Maynard 
Mr. J. Mitchell 
Mr. C. Mitchell 
Mr. J. Mohamed 
Mr. R. Morshead 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Moseley 
Mr. J. Moses-Peters 
Miss M. Mulcare 
Mr. U. Narine 
Mr. W. Narine 
Miss P. Nehaul 
Mr. W. Nicks 
Mr. L. Offer 
Mrs. I. Offer

(Captain J. Le Jeune)

Mr. & Mrs. D. Irwin 
Mr. S. Pettit
Mrs. F. Port ch 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Singh 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Tross 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Walters 
Mr. D. Wiles 
Mr. G. Wilkie 
Mr. L. Worrell

Miss E. O’Neal 
Mr. W. Oudkerk 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Patience 
Mr. D. Persaud 
Mrs. T. Peters
Sir Geoffrey & Lady Peto 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Pilszak 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Pollard 
Mrs. A. Quincey 
Mr. H. Raj 
Mr. G. Raj 
Mr. F. Ramdhainie 
Mr. G. Rampersadsingh 
Mr. N. Redman 
Mrs. S. Rees-Jones 
Mr. C. Richards 
Major A. Roberts 
Miss M. Roberts 
Mr. R. Robinson 
Mrs. Y. Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. W. Rodrigues 
Mr. G. Rohoman 
Mr. G. St. Rose 
Miss G. Rouse 
Miss M. St. Aubyn 
Mrs. A. Salmond 
Mrs. I. Sampson 
Mr. Sankar
Mr. & Mrs. J. Sinanan 
Mr. D. Singh 
Mr. L. Singh 
Miss S. Singh 
Miss M. Singlehurst 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Sisnett 
Mr. S. Songui 
Rev. P. Stack 
Miss R. Stanford 
Miss P. Steels 
Mrs. M. Stephen 
Miss J. Straughn 
Mr. & Mrs. Summersell 
Mr. T. Telemaque 
Mrs. C. Telemaque 
Mr. D. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. W. Trounson 
Mr. A. Troup 
Mr. J. Tyson
Baron & Baroness Van

Hoevell 
Mr. R. Walcott 
Mr. L. Warner 
Mr. E. Weekes 
Mrs. C. Weekes 
Mr. N. Welch 
Mr. T. Wheating 
Mr. J. Williams 
Mrs. G. Williams 
Mrs. M. Williamson 
Mr. C. Young
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The Markets
---------  May 6th, 1954

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices 
year ago are shown below :—

and those of a

Price
May 8th, 1953

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

2J
3|

Consols
War Loan

671 
87f

69 i 
882

60
791

60
811

10 Angostura Bitters ... 35/- 42/6 42/6 47/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/- 32/- 34/-

Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 15/6 14/6 15/-
*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 47/6 50/- 40/- 42'6

8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 38/6 41/6 32/- 35/-
*|10 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 32/- 32/6 32/3 32/6

6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 23/- 22/6 23/-
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/6 2/— 1/6 l/101xd

10Ä Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/3 2/9 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/- 21/- 18/9 20/-

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/— 6/6 7/6 4/9 5/6
22J Kern Oil Co. 4/- ............................... 14/- 15/- 13/9 14/9
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 34/6 35/9 28/9 30/-
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/10’- 2/41 1/9 2/3
14 Royal Bank of Canada §10 310/- 330/- 240/- 260/-

*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/— 54/- 60/- 62/6
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 21/6 23/- 17/- 18/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 33/6 35/—xd 21/- 22/-

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— 21/3 22/3 25/- 26/-
*18| Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 25/- 26/6 21/3 23/9xd

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5|% Pref. 20/9 21/9 20/- 21/-
* 7* Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/- 5/- 4/1J 4/71
*12| United British Oilfields 6/8 21/3 23/11 23/9 25/-
*6f West Indies Sugar 28/— 30/- 22/— 24/-
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6

*Free of Income Tax. J And 5 per cent. Bonus free of Income Tax.

Cocoa. There have again been considerable fluctuations in 
prices and values at the close (May 6th) show a further advance. 
At the end of April the West African Market Board raised the 
price of Accra cocoa to 490/- per cwt. c.i.f., at which date re­
sellers were making sales at 485/- c.i.f. Only small supplies 
have been offered from the West Indies and business has been 
reported in fine estates Grenada at 490/- to 495/- per 50 kilos 
f.o.b., with sellers now asking 500/-. Trinidad is now being- 
offered at 500/- f.o.b. for plantation, and at 485/- f.o.b. for 
second marks.

Honey. Jamaica descriptions on the spot in London are quoted 
at 115/- to 125/-. Australian is quoted at 110/- to 115/- per cwt 
ex store for light amber, and at 95/- to 100/- for medium amber.

Pimento. There are still no offers from Jamaica and stocks on 
the spot in London are quoted at 4/- per lb. Forward peppers 
are becoming easier.

Ginger. Ihere has been practically no trade buying of 
Jamaica ginger during the past month, and prices have tended to 
become a little easier. On the spot in London No. 3 grade is 
quoted at about 225/- to 230/- per cwt. ex store terms with No 3 
grade new crop quoted nominally at 225/- c.i.f. for May shipment.

Nutmegs. The market has continued quiet and only a little 
business has been reported. Spot prices are about unchanged at: 
60s 2/9, sound unassorted 2/- and defectives 1/4L The ci f 
VH and "" 8°'S 2/6i’ S°Und ”rted

Mace. The quotations for June-July shipment a 
per lb. c.i.f. for whole pale, and 7/- per lb. for No. 1 
The spot supplies of whole pale are quoted at 8/9 per lb.

re 7/10 
broken.

Cocoa. The Board of Trade Returns for 
as follows :—

January- Month of
Imports ewts. “9'54
Sierra Leone ... ... ... 14 294 __
Gold Coast  ; 1,078,378 171,007
wSL Samoa and Ro^ Dep^ 26°’085

dency ... ... ... jj 593 __
Gi J............................. 22’022 1 278

Windward Islands ................. 30,102 11 366
A??“??.................., ................. 30,630 4,601
Other Commonwealth Countries 1,959 7 161
Netherlands ............................... 13,839 16’094

....................   - 6,320 3,260
Other foreign countries ... 29,935 9 738

March, 1954, are

January-March 
1953 1954
14,303 7,012

595,464 537,061
435,282 565,348

6,906 15,314
12,614 2,377
16,178 22,006
9,186 9,858

877 13,159
4,804 36,211
4,091 7,571

276 16,709

r , , , 1,938,248
Less powder and butter... ... 72,216 484,590

22,979
1,099,981 

33,609
1,232,626 

53,086
Total, Cocoa, Raw ... 1,866,032

ExP°rts.......................................... 59,577
Month of 

1953Consumpfopn of raw ... 260,793
Stocks of raw (end of February) 449,000

461,611

15,570 
February

1954
331,955 
470,000

1,066,372 1,179,540

34,860 30,651
J anuary-February

1953 1954
476,047 534,584

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for March, 1954, are
as follows :—

January- Month of
June March January-March

Imports of Unrefined tons 1953 1954 1953 1954
Mauritius 58,759 45,498 55,076 147,946
Australia ... 259,275 48,001 137,357 221,277
Fiji ............................................... 17,383 8,875 8,834 44,193
Jamaica ... 91,541 30,626 17,764 50,511
Leeward Islands 46,057 3,640 9,697 4,690
Windward Islands 7,816 500 1,690 500
Barbados 54,425 10,376 5,691 14,314
Trinidad ... 77,346 25,365 21,791 27,900
British Guiana ... 55,824 29,365 27,228 61,066
Other Commonwealth Countries 300 9,712 — 62,135
Puerto Rico —— — — —
Cuba 350,548 47,751 46,783 186,678
Dominican Republic 170,632 15,686 49,920 43,913
Peru — — — —-
Other foreign countries... 138,117 2,500 25,769 2,500

Total ... 1,328,023 277,895 407,600 867,623

Consumption Month of February J anuary-February
Refined ... 1,088 9 6,041 14
Unrefined... 206,743 150,831 337,911 263,224

Total ... 207,831 150,840 343,952 263,238

Stocks (end of February) 
Home Grown Beet 216,050 300,850
Imported Refined 1,000 ——
Imported Unrefined 428,550 1,546,750

Total ... 645,600 1,847,600

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for March, 1954, are
as follows:—

January- Month of
June March January-March
1953 1954 1953 1954

Imports proof gallons
In steel drums ... 1,836,492 1,209,891 1,811
In casks and bottles 997,820 126,359 285,958 313,643

Total ... 2,834,312 126,359 1,495,849 315,454

Exports ... 351,845 100,138 167,708 287,751

Consumption ..
Month of February January-February

93,662 103,084 207,818 184,5w
Stocks (end of February) 11,743,000 10,186,000

HOMEWARD MAIL

(Continued from page 138) 
in the original programme would account for $1,600,000 
while the cost of the colony’s water schemes had increased 
by $2,600,000.

Skyscraper Building Opened. “ A new seven­
storey building described as Trinidad’s first skyscraper 
was opened on March 29th by the Governor at St. 
Vincent Street, Port-of-Spain. The building has been 
erected by the Colonial Life Insurance Co. Ltd. at a 
cost of $1,000,000. A large and representative gathering 
including Ministers of Government and heads of depart­
ments heard the Governor congratulate Mr. Cyril Duprey, 
founder and chief executive of the company, and the 
board of directors for their foresight and enthusiasm in 
putting up a building of its kind. The Hon. Albert 
Gomes, Minister for Labour, Industry and Commerce, 
in the course of his speech observed : ‘ This building, I 
hope, will be an undying monument to the enterprise 
and imagination of Trinidadians and West Indians, 
and we must all of us not only congratulate these local 
sons of the soil on this achievement, but take pride 
ourselves in the fact that they have done infinitely 
more than anyone to give pride and prestige to West 
Indians everywhere,’ and reminded his audience that 
* a c°mPany erected the building from its own funds, 
and that they owed not a single penny on it.”

May we send your friend a post free copy of
Circular. 1
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The Marketing Discussions

WHEN the Hon. W. A. Bustamante, Chief 
Minister of Jamaica, and the Jamaican Ministers 
of Finance and Agriculture left London on June 

2nd to return to Jamaica there was a good deal of 
confused speculation on what had been achieved in the 
ten days of discussions in the Colonial Office. For most 
people the confusion was not cleared up by the Colonial 
Office statement published on the following Saturday. 
Had real progress been made ? Had the two West 
Indian delegations been able to impress on the Secretary 
of State the desperate urgency of the West Indian case 
for secure markets ? Had the United Kingdom Govern­
ment been sufficiently impressed to start thinking out a 
positive policy of practical assistance in the marketing 
of colonial produce ? Or were they still mesmerized 
by G.A.T.T. and obsessed by a desire to get back to 
laissez-faire in colonial economic policy ?

These are the questions which still have to be 
answered—and answered by translating assurances into 
positive action.

The first stage in these vital negotiations ended when 
the Jamaican Ministers left. The second stage is now 
taking place in the close discussions which are following 
at once between the Colonial Office and the Regional 
Economic Committee delegation and the Jamaican 
representatives on citrus and bananas. If all goes well 
there will no doubt then be a third stage in which detailed 
and complete agreements on citrus and bananas are 
drawn up. And then there will be a fourth stage when 
the time comes for revision of the G.A.T.T. obligations.

There is hard, detailed negotiation to be undertaken 
in all the three remaining stages and their progress 
will be watched in the West Indies with keen anxiety. 
Ent apart from the detail—important as it will be in 
terms of West Indian prosperity and employment— 
the main question which must worry all those concerned 
with West Indian advance is the question whether the 
United Kingdom Government will in future adop a 
Positive or a negative policy to the problem of marketing 
colonial produce. .
.The Commonwealth Sugar Agreement was the is 

Xn of constructive thinking on this all-importan cause- 
decision had been taken to abandon the admittedly 

and clumsy processes of war-time bulk pure as •
Vhat was to take the place of bulk purchase .

Commonwealth Sugar Agreement gave positive 
guarantees on quantity and price and period, i ° 
uggests that in regard to citrus and bananas an ° 

CroPs the exact form of the Commonwealth Suga 

Agreement should be followed. But if the new urge for 
agricultural revival in the West Indies is not to dissolve 
in frustration and despair some form of agreement must 
be worked out which gives guarantees on quantity and 
price and period for other crops besides sugar.

Will such guarantees be forthcoming ? We can surely 
be confident that they will be. For already at the end 
of the first stage definite assurances have been given. 
The Secretary of State has given a public assurance that 
the United Kingdom Government are “ determined to 
do everything practicable to promote the continued 
prosperity of West Indian agriculture.” He has gone 
further and has said that he is willing and anxious to 
consider other methods of assisting West Indian agri­
culture both short-term and long-term.

Surely these assurances are of the greatest importance. 
We hope and believe that they mark a turning-point 
in British policy towards West Indian and colonial 
agriculture. For centuries uncertainty about markets 
has been the curse of the West Indies. The progress of 
West Indian agriculture has been a game of snakes and 
ladders—and the ladders have invariably been followed 
by the snakes of disastrous slumps in prices. We 
believe that the main case put by the West Indian 
delegations has been accepted as a sound one. We 
believe that it is recognized by the United Kingdom 
Government that there is no hope for development and 
welfare—and of raising the standard of living—in the 
West Indies without some security m markets. It is tor 
the farmers of the West Indies to improve their methods 
and diversify their crops. It is for the United Kingdom 
Government to ensure that secure markets at fair
prices are provided. .

If those who now continue the negotiations, in the 
stages following the first policy discussions show good 
sense and goodwill, the valuable progress already made 
tan lead to no less than a new era of West fndian 

economic progress.

Trade Commissioner’s Office

The office in London of the Trade Commissioner for 
,, Uritiqh West Indies, British Guiana and British 
Honffina^waTtransferred on June 9th from 40, Norfolk 

Street a permanent address at Alexandra House, 
ft Ki Awav W C.2., where ground floor accommoda- 
f1' Sv oF access and conveniently situated, with a 
tion, easy or . permitting the attractive display 
large wmdow iron W illustrative of
of produce, “anufactu has been obtained.
ThAtel^hSnl number is Covent Garden 1908-9.
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QloteLok

rip HE most vigorous political discussions of the month 
have centred upon the proposal to increase the 
salaries of Members of Parliament. At present 

they get £1,000 a year ; and with the much increased 
cost of living there is no doubt that some Members, 
with little or no private means, are suffering hardship. 
A Select Committee of the House of Commons lately 
reported in favour of an increase to £1,500. A resolution 
to approve of its report was left by the Government to 
a free vote of the House, and was carried, the majority 
of the Labour Party voting for it and being supported 
by a small section of the Conservatives, though the bulk 
of the Conservative Party were against the increase. 
Thereupon the Prime Minister announced that the 
Government would bring in legislation to give effect to 
the proposal.

* * *
The House having expressed its opinion, there is no 

doubt that Sir Winston is acting correctly in taking this 
course ; and equally correctly Mr. Attlee has announced 
that the Labour Party will not attempt to make party 
capital out of the matter at the next election. But 
the Select Committee based its recommendation 
explicitly on the increased cost of living since 1946, 
and Mr. Butler recently told the House that the country 
could not afford to compensate pensioners for just this 
increase. That Members in these circumstances should 
award to themselves the compensation they have denied 
to others has been adversely criticized in many quarters, 
and the deep feeling in the country is reflected in the 
Conservative Party, there are murmurings against the 
Prime Minister for going against the majority of his 
own supporters, and one Member—Sir John Mellor_  
has repudiated his leadership and will henceforth sit as 
an Independent Conservative. To speak of a Con­
servative split would be to exaggerate ; but the party 
is undoubtedly feeling uneasy.

* * *
The Government are also on a treacherous wicket in 

the matter of Admiral. Sir Dudley North, who was 
removed from the command of the North Atlantic in 
7 eptember, 1940, and has been trying ever since to 
secure an inquiry into the circumstances. The matter 
has somewhat been made topical by the publication of 
tlie official naval history of that period of the war 
which inclines to the view that Admiral North was 
wrongly dismissed.

The charge against the Admiral was that he allowed 
the French naval squadron from Toulon to pass un­
opposed through the Straits of Gibraltar. From there 
it toed south and arrived at Dakar in time to influence 
the French garrison there to resist the allied expedition— 
about which however, Admiral North had no official 
knowledge Admiral North’s case has always been that 
his instructions from the Admiralty—which were two 
months old—contained nothing that would justify him 
m firing upon an allied fleet. He has reneatedlv 
demanded a court martial, but the Admiralty has 
steadily refused this or any other form of inqumy on 

the ground that it must have freedom in time of war, 
without giving reasons, to dispense with a commander 
in whom it has lost confidence. This attitude was 
maintained even in the face of a deputation of five 
Admirals of the Fleet, which waited on Mr. Thomas, 
the First Lord, last December to recommend an inquiry. 
It was repeated by Mr. Thomas in May; whereupon 
the five Admirals published the memorandum they had 
submitted to him on the earlier occasion. It is a 
powerful document ; but the Admiralty reply has yet 
to be heard.

* * *
The centenary of the battle of Balaclava does not fall 

till October 25th (St. Crispin’s Day) ; but most of the 
regiments concerned have chosen to hold their com­
memorative dinners in the summer. I found myself 
a guest at the principal of these celebrating the Charge 
of the Light Brigade. The Fourth Hussars were the 
hosts, and their Colonel, Sir Winston Churchill, presided. 
It was a remarkable gathering, for not only was the 
colonel or commanding officer of each regiment of the 
brigade present, but also descendants of all the great 
personalities of the charge. Lord Raglan, the com­
mander-in-chief, was represented by the present Lord 
Raglan ; Lord Lucan, commanding the Cavalry Division, 
by the present Lord Lucan ; Lord Cardigan, who led the 
charge, by Mr. Edward Brudenell, head of that branch 
of the family which still holds the ancestral home at 
Deene. But nearest to the charge was Sergeant 
Halliday, whose uncle rode with the 4th Hussars and 
who himself won the D.C.M. and the M.M. in the same 
regiment, but in a later war.

Sir Winston was at the top of his form, claiming to 
be the only officer present who had actually been over 
the ground of the charge—guided by Russian staff 
officers at the Yalta Conference. “ Russians are so 
obliging, he said. “ When I tried to trace the position 
of the guns in 1854 they said ‘ you are quite right; 
that was where the German tanks attacked us.’ ”

* * *
I’oi many weeks the social paragraphists have been 

over the preparations for the production of Edgar 
Wallace s thriller “ The Frog,” by a company of young 
amateurs best known as friends of Princess Margaret 
1 he Princess herself did not take a part; is it possible 
she was reminded of the appearance of Queen Henrietta 
Mana in a court masque, which drew from Willian] 
Prynne his famous denunciation of “women actors 
and led eventually to his loss of his ears in the pillory' 
But as “ assistant stage director ” she was certainly 
the moving spirit ; and she made history in a snial 
way by delivering a graceful little speech from the stage 
at the conclusion of the performance. I cannot recall 
a similar appearance by a member of the royal family 
in a public theatre. The three performances haV^ 
earned £10,000 for charity, and I think Her W1 
Highness who is now being worked as hard as an} 
young woman in England except her sister the Queen 

can afford to laugh at certain captious critics.
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The London Trade Talks

Government Statement
The following statement on the trade talks in London 
1 which are now proceeding between West Indian 
representatives and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies was issued by the Colonial Office on June 4th :— 

The first stage of discussions with trade delegations 
from the Jamaica Government and the West Indies 
Regional Economic Committee which were opened by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on May 17th, 
has now been completed.

The purpose of these discussions was to consider the 
agricultural marketing problems of the British West 
Indian territories. The delegation from the Regional 
Economic Committee was concerned chiefly with the 
future of the citrus industry in the British Caribbean 
territories. The Jamaica delegation raised problems 
affecting other crops exported from Jamaica to the 
United Kingdom.

The delegations pointed out that the British West 
Indies depend chiefly on the United Kingdom as an 
export market for their agricultural produce. They 
also pointed out that the effective margin of Imperial 
Preference for some West Indian produce has been 
substantially reduced by rises in price which have taken 
place since the preference margins were fixed, and that 
competition from some foreign sources is directly or 
indirectly subsidized.

They asked that, in order to assure a continued market 
in the United Kingdom for their main export crops, 
Her Majesty’s Government should as soon as possible 
take steps to secure the right to increase margins of 
preference and should introduce measures to safeguard 
West Indian exports against unfair forms of competition 
in the United Kingdom market through subsidized 
supplies from, or dumping by, other countries. They 
referred to the expanded agricultural production 
achieved in the British West Indies, particularly in 
recent years with the help of Colonial Development and 
Welfare grants from the United Kingdom, and 
emphasized that agricultural advance in the British West 
Indies depended as much on markets as on increased 
efficiencies and improved methods of production.

It was made clear to the delegations that it would 
not be possible to guarantee a market in the United 
Kingdom for the whole of West Indian export crops, 
out the Secretary of State gave an assurance to the 
legations that Her Majesty’s Government, in recogm- 
10n of their responsibility for the development and 

Welfare of the colonial territories, were determined to do 
everything practicable to promote the continued pros­
perity of West Indian agriculture which looks to the 

nfied Kingdom as its chief market.
far as tariffs are concerned, the delegations were 

^minded that, apart from Her Majesty’s Government s 
ernahonal commitments on preferences, the tan 
es on some of the commodities with which they were 

«»ncemed were bound. On subsidies the delegations 
n-JV^ed that Her Majesty’s Government lecog- 
hv that damage could be done to West Indian interests 
1 u ^d competition and had recently joined in 

Stations, under the provisions of G.A.T.T-, abou 

the U.S. subsidies on citrus. It was recalled that, at 
the Commonwealth Conference at Sydney this year, it 
was agreed that the forthcoming review of the G.A.T.T. 
should be preceded by consultation between Common­
wealth countries. This would provide opportunity for 
Commonwealth discussion on all matters of common 
interest in regard to the review of the G.A.T.T. and in 
their study of these matters, including preferences, in 
preparation for this meeting, Her Majesty’s Government 
in the United Kingdom would take into account the 
views which the delegations had expressed and the 
specific proposals they had made.

The Secretary of State also gave an assurance to the 
delegations that arrangements would be made for con­
sultation with, and representation of, colonial interests 
both in the Commonwealth discussions before the 
G.A.T.T. review and subsequently in the G.A.T.T. review 
itself.

There will thus be a continuous direct representation 
of British West Indian interests in the whole course of 
the discussions leading up to and including the review 
of Her Majesty’s Government’s present international 
obligations under the G.A.T.T.

Apart from the discussion on tariffs and competition 
from foreign subsidized produce, the Secretary of State 
told the delegations that he was ready and anxious to 
consider other methods of assisting West Indian agri­
culture. Progress was made in considering short-term 
measures to help the West Indies banana and citrus 
industries. At the invitation of the Secretary of State, 
further study of these questions and of the longer-term 
position of these industries is being pursued immediately.

Another announcement will be made as soon as these 
further discussions are completed.

The Birthday Honours

The Birthday Honours list was published as the 
Circular was going to press and contains several names 
of West Indian interest which will be published in next 
issue. _ _

The list includes the names of Mr. A. J. Ruthven 
Murray, joint managing director of Trinidad Leaseholds, 
Ltd who receives the C.M.G., and Mr. J. Roland 
Robinson, M.P., Mr. J. D. Chandler, of Barbados, and 
Mr J. H. Wenham, all of whom become knights bachelor. 
Mr. Ruthven Murray is deputy-chairman of the 
West India Committee and Mr. Robinson chairman of 
British Guiana Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd.

Industrial Development in Trinidad

In Mav 1950 the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
issued an illustrated brochure entitled Opportunity for 
Industry, which set forth the opportunities and induce­
ments extended to those prepared to establish pioneer 
industries in the colony. This was fully described on 
naae 132 of the June issue of the Circular in that year.

A new and revised edition with statistical information 
brought to the end of 1952 was released in May of this 
year and copies are now available at the offices of the 
West India Committee. There will be no charge to 
bona-fide inquirers.
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The Trade Commissioner

Entertained by Executive Committee
TVJr. Garnet H. Gordon, the Trade Commissioner for 

the British West Indies, British Guiana and British 
Honduras, was entertained at luncheon by the Executive 
of the West India Committee at the Savoy Hotel, 
London, on May 20th.

Mr. H. Alan Walker, chairman of the Committee, 
presided, and those present included :—

Mr. F. W. Allen, Mr. C. P. Allott, the Hon. Sir Robert 
Barker, Mr. Stewart J. Browne, the Hon. W. A. Bustamante, 
Mr. J. M. Campbell, Mr. A. R. P. Church, Major Stephen T. 
S. Clarke, Mr. W. A. Coupland, Lieut.-Colonel H. M. Davson, 
Mr. J. M. du Buisson, Mr. P. J. du Buisson, Mr. Archibald 
Gillies, the Hon. Albert Gomes, Commander E. H. P. Greaves, 
Mr. J. R. C. Hale, Mr. D. Henderson, Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, 
Sir T. Harrison Hughes, Bt., Mr. C. M. Hughes, the Hon. R. L. 
M. Kirkwood, Mr. Hugh Leishman, Mr. J. A. Metcalfe, Mr. M. S. 
Moody-Stuart, Mr. C. W. Murray, Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, 
Mr. D. J. Parkinson, the Hon. G. Douglas Pile, Mr. David 
Powell, Lieut.-Colonel K. E. Previte, Mr. E. R. Richardson, Mr. 
W. M. Robson, Mr. Lauchlan Rose, the Hon. D. B. Sangster, 
Sir Frederick Seaford, Mr. N. P. Sherlock, Mr. H. Wakeford, 
Mr. T. Souness, Mr. E. A. Andrews and Mr. A. E. V. Barton, 
secretary.

West Indian Club Dinner
On June 3rd, Mr. Gordon was entertained to dinner 

by the members of the West Indian Club, in the King 
Charles Suite at Whitehall Court.

Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, chairman of the club, 
presided, and members and guests present included :—

Mr. E. A. Andrews, Mr. F. G. Baddeley, Mr. A. E. V. Barton 
Mr. F. H. Bathurst, Mr. S. Bloomberg, Major R. G. Buchanan’ 
Mr. G. R. Broadbent, Mr. J. F. Cade, Captain R. Collymore’ 
Mr E. A. Davson, Mr. G. J. Dent, Mr. P. Ditton, Colonel P. T 
Etherton, Mr R F. Fairley, Mr. R. J. Fell, Mr. J. W. Freeman,’ 
Mr. L. Friend, Mr. D. C. Foster, Sir Hugh Foot, Mr. G G 
Glenister, Hon. Albert Gomes, Mr. P. R. Grace, Mr. H. R Guv 
Dr. W. J. Hall, Sir Donald Jackson, Mr. S. D. Tupp Mr T P 
Lancaster-Smith Mr. A. F. Mallory, Mr. B. F. Macdona, Mr’ 
G G. Money, Mr. J. W. McKay, Mr. G. T. McAlister Mr E 
Alston Mott, Mr. D. Newman, Mr. E. Palmer, Mr D T Parkin 
son, Mr H A. Rapson, Sir Frederick Seaford, Sir George Seel, 
Dr. L. R. Sharples, Mr. L. Somers, Mr. C. F. Spiller Mr T 
Storrar, Mr. W. E Swain, Mr. G. A. Thompson, Mr. C ' W 
Carstairs Turner, Mr. G. F. Vials, Mr. H. Wakeford, Mr. H e’ 
Wilhams, Mr. A. Zaitzeff and Mr. R. L. Payne, secretary.

The Colonies Today

The Colonial Office List normally contains a section 
which gives a general account of each colony, with 
particulars of its history, topography, government 
agriculture, commerce and trade, and so on. The 
Imperial Institute has had certain of these accounts as 
published in the 1954 List, reprinted in pamphlet form 
under the above general title for the use of teachers 
lecturers and senior students. The British Caribbean 
colonies for which the information is now available in 
this handy form are Jamaica, Trinidad and British 
qTu a tz C°?les are available from the Imperial Institute 
So”th Kensington, London, S.W.7, at 6d. each If 
ordered by post the sum of 2d. should be added to the 
amount of the remittance.

Overseas Food Corporation
To become a C.D. & W. Scheme

Tn the House of Commons on March 24th the Secretary 
x of State for the Colonies announced a plan whereby 
the work of the Overseas Food Corporation would be 
carried on as a Colonial Development and Welfare 
scheme by a new Tanganyika corporation to be called 
the “ Tanganyika Agricultural Corporation,” using the 
existing assets of the Overseas Food Corporation for the 
purpose.

Details of the plan have now been published in a 
white paper ;* and it has been agreed with the Tangan­
yika government that the new plan should, if the 
necessary United Kingdom legislation can be enacted 
in time, be introduced with effect from October 1st, 
1954. This legislation will provide, inter alia, for the 
transfer ; for the dissolution of the Overseas Food Cor­
poration ; for the channelling of funds, not to exceed 
the latter’s unspent balance of ¿6,000,000, through the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act to the Tangan­
yika Agricultural Corporation ; arrangements for the 
application and disposal of property transferred under 
the Act ; and the waiving of repayment of the advances 
(together with interest thereon made up to March 31st, 
1953) made by the Overseas Food Corporation to the 
East African Railways and Harbours authorities for the 
construction of the Southern Province port and railway- 
the Corporation in turn being relieved of its obligation 
to advance further capital and of all contingent liabilities 
under its guarantee to meet the major part of the 
operating deficit on the railway.

Future work will be directed to the investigation of 
the economics of clearing and mechanized agriculture 
under tropical conditions, and if the experiments show 
the way to better systems of farming Tanganyika will 
have in the new corporation a ready instrument through 
which to promote its own experiments and schemes of 
development.

Jamaican Cotton Imports

Threatened Restriction Withdrawn
JJeports in the United Kingdom Press, during the 

latter half of May, to the effect that the Jamaica 
Government had imposed a ban on the import of Lan­
cashire cotton piece goods into Jamaica, caused con­
siderable concern and led to questions being put to the 
I icsident of the Board of Trade in the House of Commons 
on June 1st. Mr. Heathcoat Amory, Minister of State, 
announced in reply that the issue of licences for imports ot 
cotton piece goods of types which are now manufactured 
in Jamaica was temporarily suspended by the Jamaica 
Government on May 13th. The Chief Minister ol 
Jamaica, however, who was now in this country, had 
informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the 
Jamaica Government was withdrawing this suspension, 
which had been imposed as an interim measure to 
pievent the abnormal import of cloth during the perij 
between the presentation of the Yaxley Report and the 
decision of the Jamaican Government about wha 
action they should take.

rxU!nre °f the ^verseas Food Corporation. Cmd. 9158, 
1LM.S.O., London. May, 1954. Price6d.net.

Price6d.net
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MRS. VERNON TATE GREETS MR. ALBERT GOMES

MR. GARNET H. GORDON, MR. E. A. MAYMER
AND MRS. GORDON

MAJOR G. LLOYD GEORGE

See page 157

MRS. LLOYD GEORGE, MR. BUSTAMANTE, LADY HUGGINS AND 

RECEPTION IN LONDON FOR TRADE TALK
delegation
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The West India Committee
♦

Chairman’s Speech at the Annual General Meeting

THE annual general meeting of the West India 
Committee was held at 40, Norfolk Street, on 
Empire Day, Mr. H. Alan Walker, the chairman, 

presiding.
Among those present were Mr. W. Alexander Busta­

mante, Chief Minister of Jamaica, and Mr. Albert 
Gomes, Minister of Labour, Industry and Commerce, 
Trinidad and Tobago.

Rising to move the adoption of the report and accounts 
which, having been circulated, were taken as read, he 
said:—

“ May I first of all say how very glad we are to welcome 
the recently appointed Trade Commissioner for the 
territories which we serve. We are more than delighted 
that it is our old friend Mr. Garnet Gordon, a fellow 
member of the West India Committee of some 20 years 
standing, and we congratulate the West Indies upon 
their happy choice. I have referred to Mr. Gordon as 
a fellow member. He is really more to us than those 
words imply for he has been a constant visitor to these 
rooms whenever he has come over from the West Indies. 
He may rest assured that these time honoured ties will 
now expand into an active and fruitful co-operation.

“ We for our part are delighted to assist him and his 
affairs to the uttermost of our ability and I know that 
we can count upon his own valuable help in our common 
desire, which, to use the words of our Royal Charter, is 
to promote the interest of the agricultural and manu­
facturing industries and trade of the territories we serve 
and thus increase their general welfare. As you all 
know, we have not had to wait long for an opportunity 
to show what we mean, and it has been at once an 
honour and a pleasure to place our accommodation 
and service freely at the disposal of the Ministers and 
members of the delegations from the Regional Economic 
Committee and from Jamaica who are now in this 
country on missions fraught with high importance tor 
their territories. . .

“Mr. Parkinson, the assistant Trade Commissioner, 
has held the fort in the Trade Commissioner s office tor 
nearly two years and we are most grateful for his ready 
co-operation. , .

“ During the twelve months that have passed since 
our last general meeting, two outstanding events have 
taken place, each throwing a happy light on the streng i 
of the ties which link the members of the Common­
wealth. First, that glorious event the Coronation oi 
Her Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and 
the Royal visit to Jamaica where representatives oi tne 
West Indian colonies were gathered to meet Her Majesty 
and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh these 
two events with their unprecedented display oi loyalty 
and enthusiasm showed to the whole world the affection 
and loyalty to the Throne which is enshrined in tfie 
hearts of the people of the Commonwealth, and nowhere 
is that feeling of love and devotion greater than it is 
iu the British colonies of the Caribbean.

“ My few remarks this morning are for convenience 

divided into three categories—economics, welfare and 
politics—in that order, because welfare is impossible 
without a sound economic foundation, and political 
stability presupposes soundness under both of these 
heads.

“ The past twelve months have seen the publication 
of two reports. One, the report of the mission of United 
Kingdom industrialists on industrial development in 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and British Guiana, and 
the other, the report of the economic survey mission to 
British Guiana under the auspices of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. These 
reports have been dealt with at length in our Circular 
and this morning I will only refer to one outstanding 
conclusion. It is contained in paragraph 213 of the 
former report and reads :—

‘ In general we cannot hold out any hope that 
industrial expansion by itself will solve the population 
problem in the crowded territories ... the additional 
employment to be expected over the next 10 years 
will barely be equal to the increase in population in 
one year.’ .

“ This remark in particular applies to Jamaica and 
with few exceptions it is applicable to other Caribbean 
areas The benefit to the West Indies of the great oil 
and bauxite industries is well appreciated, industries 
which rank so very high in efficiency, but it is, neverthe­
less, a fact that the economy of the West Indies is, and 
must continue to be, based mainly upon agriculture. 
The only real answer, as I see it, to the problem posed 
by a rapidly expanding population is a rapidly expanding

With the advent of the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement the outlook for this major agricultural 
industry seems reasonably sound for some years ahead, 
but even here it seems probable that there will not be 
a market for all the exportable production in 1955. in 
any event it is a mistake to assume that this agreement 
so substantial in itself, provides a solution to the West 
Indian problem.

“There are other agricultural commodities upon 
which the livelihood of many thousands of West Indians 
depends We have cocoa, coffee, bananas and citrus. 
Cocoa it is true, has passed through a boom period, but 
are the present astronomical prices not dangerous in 
the extreme ? Is there not a grave risk that processors 
mav turn to cheaper substitutes ?

“The citrus industry in particular is faced with grave 
nroblems You, gentlemen, will doubtless know that
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very countries which have deprived the West Indies by 
unfair means of all others. The United Kingdom 
Government has so far failed to take such steps as are 
necessary to safeguard this one remaining market from 
the consequences of foreign subsidies and other 
expedients, and if it does not, the cold draught of 
subsidized competition will play havoc with the citrus 
industries of the British West Indies. I remain hopeful 
that Her Majesty’s Government will find a way and 
soon to meet this serious situation.

Importance of Quality
“ But it is neither fair nor profitable to bemoan the 

deficiencies of Her Majesty’s Government in this matter 
or that without looking to our own shortcomings. We 
hear complaints about quality, not of citrus where great 
efforts have been made, but certainly in other com­
modities. It is a serious problem and I should be failing 
in my duty if I did not emphasize the fact that we are 
now in a buyers’ market and quality is all important.

And now for a brief word on welfare. My own long 
association with the West Indies gives me an awareness 
of the deficiencies that exist in houses, schools, hospitals, 
loads and so on. But if the vast sums now being spent 
in these directions are not to be wasted they must be 
serviced and the money found for their maintenance. 
Where will it come from ? It should come in the main 
from local. taxation, but how will the taxation be 
sufficient without a flourishing and expanding economy ? 
It is my personal opinion that it would be wiser to spend 
the monies from the Imperial Exchequer upon develop­
ment of resources and the provision of markets and to 
leave the West Indian Governments and peoples to 
provide welfare services according to their means.

It seems to me that when it comes to politics— 
and ! venture into this subject with apprehension—the 
West Indies desert their traditional sense of humour 
Ihe political atmosphere is altogether too tense and 
oppressive. Ihe inability to divine sincerity from 
num hug is not by any means peculiar to the West 
ndies, but it is of much more serious consequence in 

areas where the people are climbing the difficult road 
to luller responsibility for government.

“ It is indeed, regrettable that in a year so rich and 
memorable we should have to lament the failure of the 
hrst Government under the new Constitution of British 
Guiana It is most unfortunate that a forward move­
ment which could have achieved so much has not merely 
tailed, but has actually raised fresh obstacles to progress 
I'ortunatety, experience elsewhere in the Caribbean has 
been better and the West Indies have much to be proud 
of and much to be thankful for, in their orderly progress 
towards fuller responsibility for Government. In these 
areas there are many signs of recognition of the fact 
that economic progress and good government are inter­
dependent Even m British Guiana there are hopeful 
signs of a determination by the responsible elements to 
recover from the setback which has overtaken the 
colony and to resume the march of progress

And now to the accounts. You will be pleased to

magnificent support have^c™^

West Indies Sugar Association—of which Mr. Robert 
Kirkwood is now chairman, and we are delighted to 
have him with us today—the Trinidad oil industry, 
from Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas), 
the West India Sea Island Cotton Association, the 
Jamaica Imperial Association and from the Govern­
ments of Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago. You will 
notice a change in the form of presentation. It has 
been the custom to show the accumulated deficiency 
over the years as a separate item at the bottom of the 
balance sheet. Actually this did not represent the 
situation in its true light because in reality this deficiency 
should be deducted from the total of the Endowment 
Fund. It shows, as you will see, that we need to make 
good some £7,000 of past deficiencies to reinstate our 
position under this fund. Owing to a printing error 
it is regretted that on page 117 of last Circular it was 
stated that the deficit was £600, which figure, and not 
£750 as printed, was the amount of the Trinidad 
Government’s contribution for 1952.

“ To our friends in the Colonial Office, the Ministry 
of Food and other Government Departments are we 
grateful for their unfailing help and courtesy.

“ In August we shall be celebrating the 50th anniver­
sary of the grant of our Royal Charter and to mark the 
occasion it is proposed to publish a brief history of the 
Committee, which, as you know, is some 200 years old.

Tribute to Sub-Committees
We have successfully divided up our work into 

sub-committees and I would express my personal 
thanks to the chairmen of those committees. Mr. 
Campbell who has looked after sugar so splendidly, 
Mr. Lauchlan Rose for his great work on citrus and 
Mr. Henriques for looking after affairs on shipping and 
freights. I have been fortunate to have the support 
of such a splendid team. To Mr. du Buisson am I also 
grateful for wise guidance and advice. Our deputy 
chairman, my very good friend Mr. Ruthven Murray, 
has unfortunately been ill on several occasions during 
the year. Even in his bed, however, he has always been 
available for discussion and I am grateful to him. As 
you can see for yourselves by his presence here to-day 
he is now well again and we are all delighted to know 

he has made such an excellent recovery. And 
len there is our splendid secretary. His capacity for 

work is phenomenal and his brilliant grasp of affairs is 
render the job of chairman almost a sinecure. 

10 , r' Souness, Mr. Jackson and to the whole staff 
adfairs you for a year of progress in our

I now have pleasure in moving :__
rhat the Annual Report of the Executive Com- 

a JTa c the year ended APril 30th, 1954, the 
Audited Statement of Income and Expenditure for 
the year ended December 31st, 1953, and the Balance 
Mt and are herebY adopted.’

1 ’ ‘ , M. Kirkwood, in seconding the resolution,
xpiessed pleasure at the distinguished and representa- 

°f West Indians, both resident in the West 
th?Se Who worked the West Indies in the 

r^n wh° had assembled to receive the
° West India Committee. As a resident of 

whe^.criticism of the Committee had often 
een expressed in the past, he was happy to say that
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the work carried on under the chairmanship of Mr. Alan 
Walker, and of his immediate predecessors, Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. du Buisson, had given much satisfaction in that 
colony. Recent extensions of the Committee’s activities 
into various fields where, perhaps, assistance and 
guidance were most needed, had been welcome, and at 
the present time the West India Committee was per­
forming a greater service than ever before. He paid 
personal tribute to the work done for the British West 
Indies by Mr. Alan Walker and Mr. Barton.

The arrival in England of the Trade Commissioner, 
Mr. Gamet Gordon, was a matter of pride and satis­
faction to all in the British West Indies. The West 
India Committee had already been of tremendous 
assistance to Mr. Parkinson, and it was their belief that 
the activities of the Trade Commissioner and of the 
Committee were complementary, and that the two would 
continue to work together in complete accord in the 
interests of all in the British West Indies.

The setting up of the various sub-committees, to 
which Mr. Alan Walker had made reference, was a most 
useful and progressive step, and Mr. Kirkwood com­
mented in particular on the valuable work done in con­
nexion with sugar, under the chairmanship of Mr. J. M. 
Campbell, and on citrus, under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Lauchlan Rose.

The resolution was then put to the meeting, and 
carried unanimously.

Executive Elections
On the proposal of Mr. H. P. Sheldon, seconded by 

Mr. J. Leslie Cundall, the following resolution was put 
to the meeting and carried unanimously :—

Be it resolved that the following 13 members of 
the Executive Committee who retire by virtue of 
Article VI of the Royal Charter of Incorporation be and 
are hereby elected : Mr. J. M. du Buisson ; Mr. J. M. 
Campbell; Mr. W. J. Blanchard ; Mr. W. A. Coupland ; 
Mr. J. B. Cuthill ; Mr. Harold de Pass ; Mr. G. M. 
Eccles; Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray; Major A. A. 
Nathan; Mr. David Powell ; Mr. Michael Previte , 
Mr. A. V. Speight; Mr. H. Wakeford.

Mr. Albert Gomes proposed a vote of thanks to tne 
chairman, his deputy chairman and committee, and to 
Mr. A. E. V. Barton, the secretary, for their work tor 
the British West Indies in general and for their help 
to the two delegations in particular. He was glac o e 
able to repeat the visit to the Committee s annual 
general meeting which he had paid in 1950 and thought 
it unfortunate that more people in the British West 
Indies were not aware of the services rendered both Dy 
the Committee and by the secretary, whose extra­
mural activities” on behalf of West Indians on this side 
deserved mention equally with those rendered m tne 
discharge of his normal duties. .

It was fortunate that Mr. Alan Walker was chawman 
at this time, when his great experience of the West 
Indies was of extreme value. He hoped a • 
Walker’s new plans for the future would not dim mist 
his interest in West Indian affairs.

He was happy that Mr. Garnet Gordon had bee 
appointed Trade Commissioner. He felt that he and 
the West India Committee would c°'°Perate 
together, and he hoped that those m the Jn^.
would never make the serious blunder of thinking th 

a Trade Commissioner could ever supersede the West 
India Committee.

In seconding the vote of thanks Mr. Garnet Gordon 
expressed appreciation of the help already given by the 
West India Committee, the terms of whose Charter 
indicated most clearly the need to seek their co-operation. 
He would emphasize that the pending removal of the 
Trade Commissioner’s office to Alexandra House, 
Kingsway, in no way indicated any break in the close 
relationship between the two bodies—it was a move 
made for the convenience of both parties owing to the 
limited accommodation available at 40, Norfolk Street. 
He paid tribute to the offices of Mr. Bustamante and 
Mr. Gomes in helping to bring about the establishment 
of the Trade Commissioner service, and to Mr Parkinson 
for the efficient manner in which he had built up the 
service from its beginnings.

Mr. Kirkwood conveyed a message from Mr. Rudolph 
Burke expressing the appreciation of the Jamaica Agri­
cultural Society of help received from the chairman and 
committee.

After the vote of thanks had been carried with 
acclamation, Mr. Alan Walker expressed his appreciation 
of the terms in which the resolution had been put and 
the manner in which it had been received. He especially 
welcomed Mr. Bustamante and Mr. Gomes, whose 
presence was at once a testimony and compliment and 
a matter of great gratification to himself and all members 
of the Committee. They were also happy to welcome 
Sir George Seel, Senior Crown Agent, and Mr. J. L. 
Cundall, Q.C., Attorney-General, Jamaica. He again 
reminded the meeting of the great help received during 
the year from the chairmen and members of the several 
sub-committees.

In addition to those referred to above the members 
present included the following

Mr C G. Allott, Mr. C. C. Batch, Mr. S. Bloomberg Mr. P. B. 
Broadbent, Major Stephen T. S Clarke, Mr. W Coupland, 
Mr Albert Cross, Mr. E. R. Davson, Lieut.-Colonel H.M. 
Davson Mr. Peter Ditton, Mr. H. W. Edmunds (E A. de Pass 
& Co Ltd.), Captain F. H. Formby, Mr. D. H Payne Fry, 

T A Gall Mr. A. S. Gray, Mr. B. E. Groom J.C. Importers 
& Distributors)Mr. H. E. Hampton (Rowett Legge & 
Co I td ) Hon. S. Hochoy, Admiral Sir Alan Hotham Mr. 
2A Moulding Mr. J. A. C. Hugill, Mr. A. R. Jefferis, Mr. J 
Knight (Telephone & General Trust Ltd.), Mr. W. J. Lynch 
(Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd.), Hon. Gordon Macpherson (Mac- 
(Gniespie rs Mallory (Barclays Bank

oTmt. J c M^y Mr. G. D. Owe? Mr E Palmer, 

MynPettman’(Lambert ¿Butler.Ltd.)) Mr D. Pow<MrJ W.
gnith Mr“M^ sSart/ Mr? S" Taylor, 

Mr G A. Timpson Mn H W. Tribury

(Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.)), and Mr. 1. .

Election of New Members
A meeting of the executive of the West India Com- 
A mittee was held on May 20th, the chairman, Mr. 
H Alan Walker, presiding. The following four candi 
dates were admitted to membership

Proposer and Seconder
. f Mr- H. Alan WalkerMr. Allan Parris J Coupland, c.a.
(Country)

Mr. Leonard Roy Haskett 
(Trinidad)

Mr. H. E. Green 
(Trinidad)

F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd.
(London)

fMr. H. Alan Walker 
S Mr. W. A. Coupland 
fMr B. W. Fisher

Mr W. A. Coupland, c.a.
Mr B. W. Fisher
Mr. W. A. Coupland, c.A.
Mr. H. Alan Walker
Mr. W. A. Coupland, c.a.
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The Sugar Agreements
Satisfaction in Australia

'piiE Australian view of the significance of the Common­
wealth and International Sugar Agreements, and 

appreciation of what is being done in Britain and 
throughout the Commonwealth to achieve “ sugar 
partnership ’’ between the United Kingdom and the 
sugar exporting Dominions and Colonies, was expressed 
in the following words by Mr. W. A. Brand, president 
of the Australian Sugar Producers’ Association, at the 
46th annual meeting held in Brisbane in March.

“ Last year I said to you, in opening the annual meet­
ing, that we were assembled at a most interesting and 
progressive stage in our industry’s history. I referred 
also to the fact that our industry had accepted the 
export target of 600,000 tons of sugar for the 1953 season 
as an undertaking to the British Government, and an 
obligation that we would do everything possible to meet. 
I know it has given the whole industry the greatest 
pleasure that its plans and hard work came to fruition 
in 1953 to an extent which permitted the undertaking 
and the obligation to be honoured to the full. We would 
have been very unhappy to-day if we had been meeting 
with a sense of a commitment unfulfilled. Instead 
we can feel justifiable pride that our industry has 
played its full part as a partner in the British Common­
wealth Sugar Agreement.

The year 1953 can, therefore, be regarded as a year 
ot achievement, and we should regard ourselves as for­
tunate that the main questions which will exercise the 
minds of delegates during our conference will be questions 
arising because of, shall I say, ‘surplus achievements.’ 
It would be a much less happy situation if problems 
filling our mmds to-day were those of underfulfilment 
ot our hopes, so far as production is concerned.

unng the year, too, there has come an achieve­
ment to which the sugar world has been working on an 
international level since 1948. I refer, of course? to the 
negotiation of a new International Sugar Agreement 
which is now operating. It is events such as this that 
give one nope that the world, whilst growing older is 
also growing wiser. The new Agreement is a sign that 
the lessons of the past may have been sufficiently 
learned for the world to avoid a recurrence of chaotic 
conditions m world sugar markets, such as the catas­
trophes m the late 1920’s and in the 1930’s. There is 
no doubt that sugar is a primary industry of such wide 
social and political significance that some measure of 
orderly international control is absolutely essential in 
the interests of both importing and exporting countries.

. You_ that the executive’s annual report
gives a fairly full review of the industry’s position and 
dS P™b ems but I would like to add in connexion wdh 
the British Commonwealth Sugar Agreement that we 
and m°dt aPPre?iatlve of the fine attitude of goodwill 
and understanding with which Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment in the United Kingdom are administering the 
Agreement negotiated in 1949. This Agreement h fa? 
more than a mere marketing arrangement it has 

partnership’ between 
and Colo ™XjXD<XiOnS 

as rue tariff preference on Empire 
{Continued at foot of next column)

Electricity in Dominica
Hydro-Electric Supply Installed

^he original electric supply to the capital town of 
Roseau in Dominica was from a small hydro-electric 

plant, which was washed away by a flood after operating 
for a few years and was then replaced by two 36 kilowatt 
diesel engine direct current and generating sets giving a 
6 p.m. to 6 a.m. lighting service.

This has now been superseded by a hydro-electric 
scheme established by the Colonial Development Cor­
poration, a description of which is given in the spring, 
1954, issue of Colonial Development.

The system takes water from the larger of the two 
branches of the Roseau River, and the power station is 
situated just below the twin waterfalls where the two 
branches join. The site is excellent for power develop­
ment and an operating head of 900 feet is obtained 
with a relatively short pipeline. The terrain is extremely 
rugged, the rivers are subject to severe floods, rainfall 
is high (over 250 inches at the site of the works) and 
communications amount to little more than rough 
mountain tracks. The water is conveyed by an open 
concrete channel, a 16-inch steel pipe bridge across the 
river and another concrete channel, to a grit removal 
and overflow chamber whence another concrete channel 
leads to the forebay. The pressure pipe system com­
prises firstly, an 18-inch woodstave pipe as an inverted 
syphon across the Dum Dum ravine to an anchor 
block and automatic air valve. From here the penstock 
proper starts with an 18-inch woodstave pipe to a steel 
junction with two 12-inch branches, one for the initial 
12-inch steel pipe and the other for a second pipe, if 
needed in the future. The pipe from the junction is 
taken down a vertical rock face and thence at steep 
angles over the scree at the base to the power station.

The power plant comprises two Gilbert Gilkes and 
Gordon Pelton Wheel Impulse turbines direct coupled 
to B.T.H. turbines. The turbines are rated at 466 b.h.p. 
at 1,000 r.p.m. on an operating head of 830 feet; the 
alternators are rated at 320 kWs. Foundations, to 
accommodate a third 320 kW. set when required, have 
¿nGn provided- Generation is at 400 volts, 3-phase, 
50 cycles, and transformers in an associated sub-station 
step this up to 11,000 volts for transmission.

A single circuit B.S. 1320, 11,000-volt transmission 
me leads to Roseau, where there are a switching station 

and various branch stations, and one branch trans- 
missrnn line is continued as a rural service line to the 
village of Loubiere. The power supply for industrial 
purposes is 3-phase A.C. at 400 volts,' 50 cycles, and 
tiat tor domestic and commercial purposes is single­
phase A.C. at 230 volts, 50 cycles. Service to about 
1 q-qCI *he town of Roseau commenced in April
iyw, and full service in August, 1953.

sugar grew out of the tribulations of World War I, so 
aid this new ‘ sugar partnership ’ arise out of the tribu­
lations of World War II. It seems to me that here we 
have a striking example of the way in which the British 
Commonwealth of Nations can be an active family 
partnership, spreading progress and well-being in scat­
tered regions of the globe.”
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The West Indian Citrus Industry

Background to

The following has been extracted from a memorandum 
prepared by the Citrus Sub-Committee of the West India 
Committee.

BRITISH West Indian and British Honduran citrus 
producers have been seriously alarmed by the 
recent authorization of imports from the United 

States of America—the country which long ago took 
the lead in closing its doors to West Indian citrus by the 
erection of an impenetrable tariff wall—of fresh and 
canned grapefruit to the value of about £350,000.

Her Majesty’s ministers in the United Kingdom 
obviously had little idea of the havoc they were thereby 
creating among Caribbean citrus producers, who had 
already suffered by the irresponsible admission of sub­
sidized citrus oils from the United States and other non- 
Commonwealth sources. It seems likely that their 
more recent action was provoked by the knowledge that 
present Commonwealth supplies fell well short of pre­
war supplies from all sources, especially of canned 
grapefruit. That, however, was no reason why, even 
allowing the doubtful assumption that post-war require­
ments would measure up to pre-war demands, American 
fruit should be admitted without the provision of 
adequate steps to safeguard Commonwealth interests. 
The effect of the authorization was startling and 
immediate. On current transactions it was severe 
enough, as will be seen from what follows, but to curren 
difficulties was added a demonstration that, at a 
moment’s notice, government action might be taken in 
the United Kingdom to deprive Caribbean producers ot 
what is virtually their only market, they having been 
driven from their last remaining continental outlet, 
Sweden, by the ruthless and patently unfair trading 
methods of foreign producers. Unless a remedy can 
quickly be found, and the faith of British Caribbean 
producers restored, it is hardly to be expected that they 
will risk further capital in planting citrus or even m 
cultivating existing plantations.

Curiously, the blow fell at a time of some Pu 
excitement in the United Kingdom because of the 
arrival of some hundreds of West Indians 
escape from a poverty-stricken existence in teir 
homelands. Poverty abounds everywhere m the Cano 
bean, and it is not surprising that under favour• o 
conditions Communism obtained a foothold ’ 
especially in Central America. Accordingly, 
doubly unfortunate that a step inimical to the P^P^ty 
of British Honduras should have been taken ata t 
when a rapidly expanding citrus industry, offsetti g 
depletion of the forests, had seemed to have set P 
much needed bulwark against Communism i that 
colony; and it is almost beyond understanding that 
this blow to the citrus industry should_ he
inflicted under pressure from the Govern fears 
UnitedStatesof America, which, of all govern ,
Communism most. Apparently the Government of the 
United States failed to realize that m Jeopardizing the 
British Caribbean citrus industry it was not merely

the London Talks

failing to take steps to rout out Communism from the 
American continent, but was actually taking steps well 
calculated to promote it.

As to the actual arrangement, according to Hansard 
of March 23rd, 1954, Parliament was informed that the 
fresh grapefruit from the United States would be mar­
keted at a period when supplies from colonial producers 
were running below their peak level. That does not alter 
the fact that the Caribbean colonies are deprived of 
needed protection, because, whereas United States fruit 
is to be allowed to arrive at any time from April 1st 
to October 31st,

British Honduras shipments arrive from October to 
January, and their best prices have up to now been 
obtainable in October and early November ;
Jamaica shipments also arrive from October onwards, 
possibly up to March/April, but their best prices have 
resulted from the early shipments and the later ship­
ments if made ; and .
Trinidad fruit, inasmuch as it arrives later, i.e., irom 
December to May, hitherto has been able to depend 
on sales in April and May to offset the low prices 
obtained between December and March Also while 
Jamaica and British Honduras have been able to 
arrange arrivals just as the South African fruit had 
finished and before the Mediterranean fruit had 
arrived, the early Trinidad arrivals coincide with those 
of Israeli grapefruit, and up to now Trinidad exporters 
have had to rely more than the others upon what 
has so far been their favourable sales period, but which 
henceforward will coincide with the period of imports 
from the United States.
The carrying out of an arrangement such as that 

agreed with the United States would thus make the 
entire British Caribbean business in fresh grapefruit 

UnThepositi.on of canned grapefruit is illustrated by the 
experience of certain producers in

United States, although no British Caribbean

be made to hold over theju^ from
until after some 200,000 cases suuui

to find, as will now 8 h M Maudling
According to of citrus

informed Mr. Niall M p , States market prices, 
^thatte undTrstood'thaTno^ subsidy would be paid
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to the exporters. That, like the assurances about the 
marketing period of fresh grapefruit, was correct but 
misleading. To begin with, even if no subsidy were to 
be paid on the particular products sent to the United 
Kingdom, the fact that subsidies are paid on exports to 
other countries must affect the general price level. 
Secondly, the United States producer has a great advan­
tage in the cost of packing materials which are available 
at his door, but which the British Caribbean producer has 
to import (though some processing is done in his terri­
tory), to the great benefit of United Kingdom manu­
facturers, Trinidad alone spending more than a quarter 
of a million pounds on imported containers in 1953. 
Incidentally, only a steadily expanding export market 
has enabled Trinidad to cope with the steadily rising 
cost of these containers. Most important of all, United 
States producers are at their wits’ end to dispose of 
their surplus grapefruit, and have the option of either 
disposing of it for little or nothing, or of sending it to 
the destructor. Behind their tremendous production 
they have a tremendous domestic market which they 
ration to the point that will maintain remunerative 
prices. The world price ” of the overplus is a matter 
o much less importance. In such circumstances, 

y’ 18 hardly surprising that Trinidad have 
suffered heavily m the Canadian market, once their most 
profitable outlet for citrus juice.

U.K. Tariff Eccentricities
The United Kingdom tariffs provide no protection 

d5rbSt thing’ and’ indeed> they seem
deliberately to single out citrus products from among 
other canned fruits for exposure to the blizzard of 
unprotected competition, limiting protection to the 
insignificant preferences inherent in the sugar duties 
5d’for'*he Case of canned grapefruit and 
/ grapefruit juice and orange juice, as against a 

preference (in addition to the 9d. sugar preference) 
equivalent to more than 20s. Od. per cwt. at present 
values for canned pears, peaches and apricots. Less 
obvious from the tariff is the inadequacy of the pre! 
frui^Unrn which, in the case of grfpe-
ehi f ? Trmidad, is insufficient even to counter the 

eTy?d by itS principal competitor, 
Israel, whose unchecked exchange jugglings^ work 
seriously to the disadvantage of the Trinidad fruit.
the MaJ‘esty’s Government in

* d Kmgdo1m m thls matter took shape some 
thirty years ago, when the British Caribbean territories 

ngHtlr encoura^ed to develop the plant­
ing and processing of citrus fruit, as they have been 
“T* SmCe’ b°th by the Colonial Office and 
by the local governments. Indeed, the industry could 
never have developed so wonderfully without Hie aid 
of considerable government funds. The reason fol the 
encouragement was that the British Caribbean^ • 
are for the most part sugar proiuc^d Xr^

Ssis

subsidized citrus than could the Commonwealth sugar 
industry in competition with the Cuban sugar industry, 
and it needs help in a not less generous and fully- 
guaranteed manner.

No Caribbean country can afford the loss of a flourish­
ing industry or, equally, the accompanying loss of 
shipping services, so vital a link between these scattered 
territories of the coming federation, and the truth which 
few will face is that even if remunerative prices were to 
be obtained for all the usable products of British 
Caribbean agriculture and industry, industrialization and 
agriculture combined could not provide a reasonable 
average standard of living throughout that area. The 
limits of what is possible in industry, incidentally, have 
been clearly indicated in the report of the recent indus­
trial mission. Moreover, what is undeniable to-day 
will be even more obvious in future, since, in the first 
place, the great recent advances in the realm of welfare 
and medical science have ensured rapid expansion of the 
populations of every territory, so that within a short 
span of years there will be double the number of people 
to support from the same sources of supply ; while in the 
second place, however, unavoidable has been the expen­
diture of vast sums on such desirable things as the pro­
vision of hospitals, roads and school buildings, not to 
mention accommodation for the personnel of the new 
political machine and their staffs and subsidiaries, it is 
abundantly obvious that it will have to be supplemented 
by enormous annually recurrent expenditure, so that the 
financial burdens which the peoples of these territories 
will have to bear in future will far exceed anything laid 
upon their forbears.

The situation calls for extraordinary remedies, for 
the British Caribbean citrus industry simply cannot be 
saved unless Her Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom ruthlessly breaks down every barrier that 
stands in the way of giving effect to the clear and 
unanimous desire of the United Nations to promote the 
we -being of the peoples of the dependent territories, 
ana makes provision whereby consumers in the United 
Kingdom will purchase at reasonably remunerative 
prices all the citrus fruit they need and which producers 
in e British Caribbean and other dependent territories 
caP ’ always provided that it is economically 
and efficiently produced, and that the British consumer 
obtains, under proper control, whatever citrus he 

esires over and above what those territories can supply-

Courageous Remedy Wanted
The precise methods of achieving this end remain to be 

d^™ but, if bulk buying is to be avoided, an 
neW c°uraSe on preferences is the first essential, 

k prefere?ces must not be nullified by subsidies 
arA modulations. Thirdly, preferences alone
of d!n ^^nt ’- q110^8 are essential—let the friends 
eve™ face that fact and, overcoming
XXX in G A TT- and elsewherei act 

are Plain- Either the dependent 
thev will !?ust support themselves, or, as time goes on, 
greater ftO be provided with greater and still
Ill 7^^ m°ney on a scale compared with which 
T^IXt-given wiI1 pale mto insignificance. 
Caribbeantia\Va-Ue of the Cltrus industry to the British 

co onies may be appreciated by reference
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again to the figures which accompany this memorandum. 
It will be seen, inter alia, that some £7,000,000 have 
been invested in the industry, that the annual value of 
exports is rapidly approaching £2,000,000, that over 
50 square miles of territory have already been planted 
in citrus, and 20 more are ready for planting and that 
employment is given to some 50,000 people. This, 
more than any other in the Caribbean, is an industry 
which is the pride of the peasant proprietor, the small­
holder. In Jamaica, alone, some 30,000 small growers 
contribute their quotas to the packing and processing 
plants, more than a thousand of them having under­
taken new plantings under Government encouragement 
following the 1951 hurricane. The dependent terri­
tories can offer no better examples of the successful and 
felicitous working of a great peasant co-operative move­
ment than are to be found in the citrus industries of 
British Caribbean colonies.

The plea of the British Caribbean citrus industry is 
that assistance may be given urgently, and in the form 
which is at once the least burdensome on the United 
Kingdom and which, since it will provide employment 
as well as the means of living, is incomparably the best 
for the people concerned. Preservation of their citrus 
industry will not only enable those employed in it to buy 
at least the necessities of life, including imported goods, 
principally from the United Kingdom, but also, and 
most important of all, will provide actual employment 
for mind and body in the place of soul destroying 
idleness.

Of course, what is at stake is not citrus alone, but the 
whole question of a metropolitan government s respon­
sibility for the welfare of the peoples of its dependent 
territories. But, since no better case than that of citrus 
could possibly be conceived, its solution will provide the 
fairest test of the length and breadth and height of the

professed concern of the United Nations for dependent 
peoples, and of the courage and ability of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers to demonstrate the British conception of 
responsibility.

Some Particulars of the British Caribbean 
Citrus Industry

A. Production
(i) TOTAL PRODUCTION

and Exports
(THREE TERRITORIES)

Products and Territories

A ver age 
1951/2 and 

1952/3 
cwt.

Estimates 
1954 
cwt.

Grapefruit—
British Honduras ...
J amaica 
Trinidad

132,850
270,000
337,618

200,890
270,000
371,428

Total ... 740,468 842,318

Oranges—
British Honduras ...
J amaica 
Trinidad

4,000 
512,500 
42,470

21,200 
550,000

67,857

Total ... 558,970 639,057

Grapefruit and Oranges— 
Grand Totals ... 1,299,438 1,481,375

(ii) SUMMARY OF EXPORTS (TOTAL, THREE 
TERRITORIES)

Average 1951/2 and 
1952/3 Estimates 1954

Products
Fresh citrus 
Canned ,, 
Other

Weight in 
cwt.

237,118
298,230

12,810

£ value 
369,859 

1,153,079 
82,328

Weight in 
cwt.

169,382
338,118

5,911

/ value
281,500

1,484,654
46,909

Totals ... 548,158 1,605,266 513,411 1,813,063

ii) DETAILS RELATING TO THE SUMMARY OF EXPORTS IN (A) (ii) ABOVE

Note : (l)*0wing to the 1951 hurricane, no account +iie hurricane, 
would have averaged for the two crops, but for the hurr

Product

British Honduras

Average 1951/2 
and 1952/3 
cwt. £

Estimate 
1953/4 

cwt. £

Grapefruit, fresh ...
Granges „ ................

41,258 53,294 36,200
3,750

50,500
5,500

Totals, fresh fruit 41,258 53,294 39,950 56,000

Grapefruit juice, single
,, ,, concentrated

Orange juice, single
»> ,, concentrated

Grapefruit sections 
Marmalade...........................

20,506

875

21,503

50,216

3,503

99,893

20,530 
1,966 
6,332

48,787

60,7341
14,061/
25,328}

300,531

Totals, canned fruit 42,884 153,612 77,615 400,654

Citrus pulp
Bitter orange skins
Oil, grapefruit ..............

•» orange ...
9
6

750
371

50
43

3,562
1,800

Totals (values) other 
products ........... — 1,121 — 5,362

Grand Totals—-Values 208,027 — 462,016

J amaica

(1)* 
1952/3 

cwt. £

48,492
67,908

91,428
148,388

116,400 239,816

42,800

36,111
35,714
25,600

140,225

5,890
5,860

52
993

174,600

254,000
178,000
88,000

694,600

10,000
10,000
4,815

56,392

81,207

1,015,623

Trinidad and Tobago

Estimate 
1953/4 

cwt. £

29,293
46,536

75,829

40,000

26,444
49,107
13,480

129,031

2,491
2,500

50
777

70,000
100,000

170,000

140,000

277,000
287,000
40,000

744,000

2,500
4,500
4,040

30,507

41,547

955,547

Average 1951/2 
and 1952/3

cwt. £

Estimate 
1953/4 

cwt. £

75,170
4,290

79,460

93,330

Í 21,791

115,121

70,322
6,427

76,749

231,111

73,756

304,867

381,616

49,853
3,750

53,603

110,714

20,758

131,472

50,000 
5,500

55,500

270,000

70,000

340,000

395,500

—'—“ , Z 7 inr 1QS2/3 represent less than what exportsthe 1951/2 crop, and the figures for 1952p repress
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(iv) JAMAICA—FORMER GRAPEFRUIT EXPORTS 
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 

OTHER COUNTRIES
United Other

Year Kingdom U.S.A. Canada Countries Total
£ £ £ £ £

1909/10 6,948 7,127 1,227 843 16,145
1910/11 7,036 9,972 5,132 1,160 23,300
1914/15 5,003 3,085 4,389 651 13,128
1915/16 1,554 9,191 5,278 1,007 17,030
1919/20 2,854 4,088 5,592 117 12,651
1925 ... 28,207 145 6,305 302 34,959
1930 ... 40,456 594 12,248 1,113 54,411

B. Acreage

Territory

Acres

Bearing Non-Bearing
Planned 

Expansion 
(plants ready}

British Honduras
Grapefruit ... 1,000 — —
Oranges f1) ... 500 3,000 1,000

Jamaica
Grapefruit ... 2,160 — —
Oranges (2) ... 10,000 8,800 7,000

Trinidad
Grapefruit ... 3,248 1,171 916
Oranges 2,046 1,962 2,230

Totals in Citrus 18,954 14,933 11,146

(0 British Honduras plans for expansion are temporarily 
suspended until assurances can be given as to the future of the 
industry.

(2) Of the 10,000 acres now bearing oranges, 8,741 contain 
relatively old trees, both cultivated and “ wild,” and 1,259 acres 
were planted between January 1st, 1947, and December 31st, 
1949. The expansion programme is calculated to produce within 
six years a crop six times as great as the 1952/53 crop. The 
figures are :—

Estimated production of oranges in Jamaice 
1952/53 ............................. 330,000 cwts.
1956/47 ............................. 775,000 cwts.
1959/60 ............................. 1,690,000 cwts.

C (i) Investment (i)
Processing

Packing and 
Plant 
£ 

400,000 
... 1,030,000

239,100 (4)

Growers

British Honduras 
Jamaica...

Trinidad

£ 
750,000 
916,500 (2) 

1,580,000 (3) 
2,000,000

1,669,100 5,246,500

Notes.
f1) The figures given take no account of the very considerable 

investment in ancilhary services, e.g., plant for making packing 
material, transport, implements, etc.

(2) Invested in areas already bearing.
(3) Invested in expansion programme required by orange iuice 

contract and post hurricane recovery. b J

(4) Includes ¿98,400 in respect of a citrus meal feed plant 
which is has just commenced production. 1

(ii) Finance
In all cases development is dependent chiefly on sales 

iront current production.
British Honduras. The finance derives from private 

West Indian capital supported by Barclays Overseas 

Development Corporation, Barclays Bank (Dominion, 
Colonial and Overseas) and the Colonial Development 
Corporation.

Jamaica. The processing plant of the Citrus Growers’ 
Association was financed partly from Government and 
Colonial Development Corporation funds and partly 
from a cess levied on growers. The other four pro­
cessing plants (Citrus Company, Caribbean Preserving 
Co., Manchester Canning, Da Costa Bros.) were 
financed almost entirely by Jamaican private 
investors.

Trinidad. Apart from free grants of £725 from the 
Colonial Development Board in 1954 and £1,850 from 
the Trinidad Government in 1937, funds have been 
obtained partly from private investments and, for 
the rest, from Government loans. £60,800 is still 
due to the Government on the 3 per cent, mortgage 
on packing and processing plant, £52,000 is outstand­
ing against loans for crop advances by the govern­
ment, while the growers owe the bank a further 
£78,000, largely because of the collapse of the Canadian 
market for juice.

D. Employment

British Honduras 
Jamaica...
Trinidad

Growers

500
31,451 (i)

280

Factory 
Workers

800
1,700

250

Workers— 
Field and 
Ancillary
Services 

1,000 
7,000 (2) 
3,350

32,231 2,750 11,350

(0 Over 1,000 small farmers planted citrus with Government 
grants under the hurricane recovery scheme.

(2) It is estimated that 2,400 whole time and 3,300 part-time 
labourers are engaged in maintaining and fertilizing the groves, 
reaping the fruit and expanding the industry, some 300 daily 
in transport, about 250 at each shipment (loading and handling) 
and 220 in package making factories and cold store.

E. The Jamaica Concentrated Orange Juice 
Contract with the Ministry of Food 

Contract commenced ........................... 1950/51 crop
Maximum supply : tons

Original Jamaica quota ............... 2,750
Part Trinidad quota available to

Jamaica ....................................... 1,178

3,928

The fulfilment of this contract calls for the actual use 
of 1,570,000 boxes (1,150,000 cwt.) and the production 
of considerably more of sweet oranges—see section

(2) above. The value of the large local market for 
250,000 boxes would disappear with the loss of or severe 
reduction of the export market.
. The present price of 30s. Od. per gallon f.o.b. Kingston 
is subject to possible reduction or increase by 12| per 
cent, annually by negotiation.

British Honduras has a similar contract for the supply 
oi 1,072 tons of concentrated orange juice.
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Other Facts Affecting the Caribbean Citrus 
Industry

1. Particulars of the Customs Duties Chargeable under 
the Ottawa Agreements Act, 1932, and other Enact­
ments.

Commo n-
wealth Other

Apricots, peaches and pears

per cwt. per cwt.
s. d.

preserved in syrup ...
Cherries (not stoned) preserved 

in syrup:
(a) preserved by sulphur di­

9d. 12% +1 6

oxide and sugar solution 9d. 10% +1 6
(6) other cherries in syrup... 

All other fruits preserved in 
syrup (except gratefruit

9d. 15% + 1 6

and stoned cherries)
Grapefruit preserved in

9d. 15%+1 6

syrup
Citrus fruit juices, other than 

grapefruit juice and 
orange juice :

9d. 1 6

(1) unsweetened ............... Free 15%
(2) sweetened 5d. 15%+0 10

Grapefruit and orange juice 5d. 0 10
Fresh grapefruit Free 5 0

„ oranges if 3 6

2. (Protective) Customs Duties in the United States 
of America Per

cwt. 
s. d.

Fresh grapefruit ... 1| cts. per lb. = app. 10 6
„ oranges ... 1 ct. per lb. = app. 7 0

Canned grapefruit... 35% ad val. = or, say, 30 0
Juices (orange and s. d.

grapefruit)(natural) 20 cts. gall. = 15 say 12 6
Juices (concentrated) 35 cts. gall. = 26 say 20 0

The United States Subsidies on Citrus 
cents

Fresh fruit. The standard box ... ••• ••• 75
Processed fruit.

Single strength orange juice ... the gallon 18 
» „ grapefruit juice... ,, ,, 1$

» „ blended orange and
grapefruit juice... ,, ,, 17

Concentrated orange juice 
414° to 49°   „ „ 43
60°   „ „ 80

Concentrated grapefruit juice 
38° to 48°   „ - 4?
55° ... ,, >> 65

Concentrated blended orange and 
grapefruit juice 38° to 48° ... „ - 4^f

Citrus salad ........................... ...the lb. of
Grapefruit sections ...........................” ” 3 2

The C.D.C.
Owing to great pressure on our space, the review of 

report for 1953 of the Colonial Development 
Orporation is unavoidably held over.

The Pictorial Pages

Trade Talk Delegates Entertained
T^he photographs reproduced on the first of the pictorial 

pages were taken at the annual meeting of the West 
India Committee during the speech of the chairman, 
Mr. H. Alan Walker, which is reproduced on pages 
149—151. In the front row, from left to right are : 
Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood, Mr. W. 
Alexander Bustamante, Sir George Seel, Mr. Albert 
Gomes and Mr. Garnet H. Gordon.

The photographs on the second pictorial page and 
on pages 158-9 were taken during receptions held at 
the Dorchester on May 25th and at the Savoy on the 
31st. The first was given by Mr. G. Vernon Tate 
and the directors of the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd., 
and enabled some 300 guests—who included members of 
the Government, M.P.s., well-known commercial figures 
and representatives of the Press—to meet the Chief 
Minister of Jamaica, and members of the Regional 
Economic Committee and of the Jamaica export trade 
delegation. The guests were received by Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Vernon Tate.

The second was given by Mr. Bustamante on behalf 
of the Government of Jamaica, so that some 400 guests 
could meet the members of the Jamaica export trade 
delegation. The guests were received by Mr. Busta­
mante and Mr. Donald B. Sangster, Minister of Finance 
and included Sir Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica, and 
Lady Foot, who had arrived in London on the preceding 
day.

British Guiana Salaries Review

Mr A C. Hands, C.B.E., late Director of Audit, 
Nigeria, has been invited to conduct a salaries review 
in British Guiana, and will leave for the territory by air 
towards the end of June. The Legislative Council 
agreed earlier this year that such a revision was necessa^ 
because of the rise in living costs and a so the difficulty 
of securing and retaining professional and technical 
staff to cagrry out the development programme. The 
last general salaries revision was in 1948-49.

Mr Hands was in the Audit Service from the beginning 
of his Colonial Service career in 1922. He served in the 
Gold Coast, Kenya and Malaya.

such
(i)

The terms of reference for the inquiry are .
To inquire into the remuneration of all public 

officers and Government employees, and to make 
recommendations for revision of remuneration of 

officers and employees, having regard to
. in the cost of living and the extent to which the 

it Jost; ofliving allowance should be incorporated 
"/basic salaries and wages;

difficulties which are now ^ng.=nced m securmg 

professffina/and^ technical posts in the public service ;
(ii)

another matter which may appear to be relevant.
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MR BUSTAMANTE, MrTVERNON TATE AND MR. VERNON TATE

MR. SANGSTER S" W
SIR HUGH FOOT, SIR THOMAS LLOYD, M
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Colonial Immigrants into U.K. French Line

Employment Problems
Further questions have been asked in the House of 
x Commons recently regarding the large number of 
Immigrants from the West Indies into the United 
Kingdom.

Mr. Erroll asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on May 19th whether he was aware that sub­
stantial numbers of people, mainly without adequate 
means of support, were arriving in Britain from abroad 
in search of work ; that that was causing public concern ; 
and what steps he was taking to deal humanely with 
that social problem and, in particular, to ensure that 
those who failed to find work were enabled to return 
home.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, 
who replied, said he understood that some of those who 
arrived from colonial territories either went straight to 
jobs, or to friends and relatives. Most of them had 
some means of support. Officers of his department, 
in consultation with other Government departments, 
did their best to put the remainder in touch with 
organizations which could help them. Arrangements 
could usually be made for the repatriation of British 
subjects from the colonies who were unlikely to be able 
to support themselves.

Mr. Erroll then asked Mr. Hopkinson if he would 
consider whether territories which imposed restrictions 
on British nationals should have their nationals subject 
to the same restrictions when they visited this country, 
so that those matters were dealt with on a reciprocal 
basis in the meantime.

Mr. Hopkinson replied : “My hon. Friend is certainly 
aware of the old tradition that British subjects from any 
colonial territory can come freely to this country. To 
change from that would be to take a very drastic step, 
but I assure him that we are aware of the public concern 
that this matter is causing and that it is receiving very 
careful consideration. ’ ’

Mr. J. Hynd asked the Minister of Labour whether 
his attention had been drawn to the special problems 
of placing the large numbers of colonial workers, now 
entering this country, in employment suited to their 
special needs in physique, language, etc. ; and what 
instructions he had issued to local employment exchanges 
in that connexion.

In a written answer of May 25th, Mr. Watkinson 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour’ 
stated that he expected that the question put by Mr’ 
Hynd had been inspired by the recent arrival of some 
700 Jamaicans. There had been a steady flow of 
workers from the West Indies in recent years and the 
employment exchanges were experienced in helping them 
to find work. No special instructions were therefore 
necessary.
of Mr; Glbson asked the Secretary
of State for the Colonies whether he would consult the 
Government of Jamaica about the immigration of 
Jamaicans into Britain, with a view to an arfangement 
controlling that without infringing the rightsnf 
entry within the Commonwealth. g S °f free

{Continued at foot of next column)

The Antilles on Show
page 175 of the August, 1952, issue of the Circular 

was published a photograph of the French Line 
s.s. Antilles, a 20,000 tons luxury liner built specially 
for the West Indies service, and intended, with the 
s.s. Colombie, to maintain a regular and speedy service 
between France, the United Kingdom and the West 
Indies.

The severe losses experienced by the French Line 
during the war made it very difficult during the post­
war years to provide the uniformly high standard of 
service associated with this company’s ships. The 
return to service of the Colombie in 1950 relieved the 
position, and the recent assignment of the Antilles to 
the West Indian run “ offers better facilities than ever 
before for those whose business demands their travelling 
on this route, or for those who, seeking pleasure and 
sunshine, wisely decide to visit this romantic part of 
the world.”

The Antilles, of 20,464 tons gross register and with 
a service speed of 22 to 23 knots, is the largest and 
fastest ship ever regularly to serve the West Indies. 
She carries 777 passengers and, as she can do the round 
trip to Jamaica and back in four weeks, makes a notable 
contribution to the passenger facilities now available 
between Europe and the Caribbean. On May 7th she 
left Southampton on her second round trip to the West 
Indies and back, and while she was alongside the Ocean 
Terminal at that port the company entertained a large 
party of guests at lunch on board after a tour of inspection 
of the vessel. Mr. R. A. Raulin, who presided, must 
have been highly gratified at the expressions of admira­
tion which came from all sides, and, indeed, the luxurious 
appointments and tasteful decoration which have been 
lavished on this vessel could call for no other type of 
comment. Up to date in every respect, and air con­
ditioned throughout, the ship appears to be furnished 
with everything that makes for comfort at sea, though, 
of course, the less expensive cabin accommodation is 
correspondingly less luxurious. Those with memories 
of ocean travel in the early years of the present century 
can only marvel at the strides which have been made 
in raising the standard of accommodation at sea to that 
now attainable.

West Indians who came over in her on her previous 
trap have spoken highly of the comfort and service 
provided in this beautiful ship, and the company can 
take pride in the success achieved by all concerned in 
Pitting into service a vessel which for years to come 
should make the voyage to the West Indies, given 
anything approaching reasonable weather, a perfect 
holiday at sea.

{Continued from preceding column)
In a written answer, Mr. Lyttelton stated : “ We are, 

o course, in touch with the Government of Jamaica 
about this, but I must make it clear that it is not a 
matter of controlling emigration from Jamaica. It is a 
matter concerning entry into the United Kingdom, 
wnicli is the responsibility of Her Majesty’s Government 
m the United Kingdom.”
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EARLS COURT 4

OLYMPIA LONDON

British Industries Fair 
----- ♦-----

Display by British Caribbean Colonies
By courtesy of the Trade Commissioner for the British West Indies, British Guiana 

and British Honduras
EARLS COURT &

OLYMPIA LONDON

THE British Industries Fair was held this year from 
May 3rd to 14th. It is difficult to avoid some 
measure of repetition in preparing the annual 

description of the Fair, because basically the arrange­
ments have remained the same over a number of years , 
this year, as previously the B.I.F. was divided into 
three sections, Earls Court, Olympia and Castle Brom­
wich, the Board of Trade being responsible for the two 
former and the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce for 
Castle Bromwich. The Commonwealth section, as 
before, was at Earls Court.

However, this year was in one respect different from 
other years in that it was the last time the Board ot 
Trade would be responsible for the exhibition at Ear s 
Court and Olympia. As was officially announced some 
time ago, a statutory coiporation, which includes repre­
sentatives of trade and industry as well as officials, as 
now been set up to organize these sections of the r air 
in future. ,

The Earls Court section this year was smaller than in 
the past, occupying the ground floor only of the Exni i 
tion Hall. Commercial exhibitors held back and the 
textile section, in particular, which has in t e pas 
been the principal feature at Earls Court, was a s a ow 
of its former self. Apart from the Commonwealth 
section, there were two special features at Ear s 0 
this year; the Everest Court which displayed>the 
various articles of equipment used by the successful 
Everest expedition, and the British industries n 
Design Centre, a special exhibit prepared by the o 
of Industrial Design.

Even in the Commonwealth section, there were fewer 
exhibitors, Australia and the West African territories 
being noticeable absentees, but the area taken was 
actually larger than last year owing to the entry of 
India with a stand of 4,000 square feet which occupied 
the whole of one side of the Commonwealth Court. The 
Commonwealth exhibitors were grouped around a 
square court, in the centre of which were two elaborately 
decorated pillars with upholstered seats at their base 
which provided a convenient and welcome resting place 
for visitors. The five British Caribbean stands—British 
Guiana, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Windward 
Islands, and the West Indian Sea Island Cotton Associa­
tion—were favourably placed on the side of the ¿ourt 
directly opposite the main entrance to the Exhibition

^Thus visitors entering the Hall could not fail to be 
attracted at once by the magnificent display of 
Anthurium lilies on the Trinidad and Tobago stand 
The lilies, supplied by the Caribbean Mower Co of 
Port-of-Spain, were flown over by air freight for t 
Fair. The display was arm^ 

and
Mr Stevens,” one of the directors, stated that 

this year’s lilies were the finest specimens he had 

^In theatre ^f the Trinidad and Tobago stand was a 

working model of an oil well, loaned by the Regent Oil 
Co • on the right hand wall was an elaborate show case 
with coloured and illuminated panels, illustrating the 
production and uses .of the extracted from the
world-famous Pitch Lake by the Trinidad Lake Asphalt
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Co. On the left wall were two panels carrying exhibits 
of manufactured goods and handicrafts from Trinidad 
and on the back wall, which was entirely covered by a 
photographic mural showing a citrus plantation in the 
Santa Cruz valley, were three panels exhibiting rum ; 
fresh and canned fruit ; and cocoa and coffee.

Next to the Trinidad and Tobago stand was the 
Jamaica stand, also looking outwards towards the main 
entrance. The central floor space of the stand was 
occupied by five individual display units each con­
sisting of tiers of shelves graduated so as to give a 
pyramidal effect, each unit being illuminated from above 
by a battery of lights in specially designed bamboo 
lampshades. The five units exhibited respectively fresh 
fruit; cigars; handicrafts; and canned goods and 
miscellaneous produce including ginger, pimento, cocoa, 
coffee, honey and candied peel. 
In addition to grapefruit, 
oranges and bananas, the fruit 
display included uglis, orta- 
niques and mangoes which 
aroused much interest. The 
special feature of the handi­
crafts exhibit, which was much 
admired, was a display of 
woodwork, including novelty 
musical cigarette boxes which 
played West Indian calypso 
tunes when opened.

The left hand wall carried a 
photograph of H.M. the Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh 
during their recent visit to the 
island, and a collection of 
photographs of Jamaica’s 
tourist attractions. On the 
back wall was a large mural 
consisting of a line drawing of 
a typical West Indian scene, 
featuring citrus and banana 
trees. The right hand wall 
carried panels, cut into a con­

tinuous bamboo screen, illustrating the production of 
sugar, bauxite and alumina, gypsum, cement, and log­
wood dyes ; it also bore a large pictorial map of Jamaica. 
The stand as a whole was brilliantly illuminated and full 
of colour.

The remaining three Caribbean stands looked inwards 
on to the central court. As one turned the comer from 
the Jamaica stand to enter the Court, the first stand was 
that of the West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association; 
diagonally across the stand was a special unit of thin 
metal rods, dressed with a beautiful collection of Sea 
Island cotton dress materials ; at the bottom of the 
unit were panels illustrating the various stages of cotton 
production and bearing samples of cotton seed, raw 
cotton and bobbins of spun thread. The back wall of 
the stand carried a mural photograph of cotton pickers,
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marmalade, cigars, embroidery, 
straw and basket work; 
Grenada, the “ Spice Island of 
the West,” made a special 
feature of its nutmegs and 
mace, an exhibit of particular 
interest being a display jar 
containing preserved specimens 
of the whole fruit of the nut­
meg tree, with the scarlet mace 
showing inside where the fruit 
had split. Samples of nut­
megs were distributed to 
enquirers. There were also 
exhibits of straw and raffia 
work, including two dolls in 
local costume which had won 
prizes at the Grenada Annual 
Exhibition earlier this year. 
There was also a series of very 
fine photographs showing 
different scenes in and around 
St. George’s, Grenada.

St. Vincent displayed 
samples of arrowroot, raffia 
work, basket work, shell work 
and other handicrafts, together 
with some beautiful photo-

larger than life size, while at one end of the stand was 
a stage on which were displayed made-up dresses, under­
wear, handkerchiefs and other articles made from Sea 
Island cotton, including a very fine display of lace. 
Mrs. Edric Connor was in attendance on the stand, 
dressed in typical West Indian costume, made from Sea 
Island cotton fabric and Roosen Silks, Ltd., who pro­
vided the dress materials for the exhibition, had engaged 
a professional mannequin who modelled different Sea 
Island cotton costumes (changed every two hours), 
ranging from dresses to sunsuits.

Hie Sea Island cotton fabrics 
were particularly admired by 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother and Princess Margaret 
when they visited the stand, 
and Her Majesty was graciously 
pleased to ask that patterns 
should be submitted for their 
further consideration ; this has 
since been done.

Next to the Sea Island cot­
ton stand was the small but 
colourful Windward Islands 
stand on which Dominica, 
Grenada and St. Vincent were 
represented. Their exhibits 
were mounted against a lattice 
background covering part of 
the walls, the uncovered part 
being painted in bright con­
trasting colours. The exhibits 
Were well lit from above by 
bghts in specially designed 
bamboo lightshades. Dominica 
exhibited bananas, lime juice, 
canned citrus products, lime 

graphs of local scenes.
The principal feature of the British Guiana stand was 

the cinema in which was showing continuously a docu­
mentary film in colour of British Guiana. A cameraman 
had been specially flown out to British Guiana to make 
this film earlier in the year. It was in five sections— 
(i) Travelogue, (ii) the Sugar Industry, (iii) the Bauxite 
Industry, (iv) the Timber Industry, and (v) Minor 
Industries. It was seen by over a thousand visitors 
and was very well received. Now that the B.I.F. is 
over, it is hoped to arrange for it to be given wide
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distribution both in this country and elsewhere.
On the front of the British Guiana stand was a 

brilliantly illuminated plastic revolving unit, carrying 
exhibits of British Guiana sugar, rice, bauxite, Limacol 
and other products of the colony. Other exhibits on 
the stand included rum, filigree jewellery, which was 
much admired, and handicrafts, including a novelty 
feature in the shape of stuffed alligators, which attracted 
considerable attention. There was also a display of the 
colony’s hard woods in the 
form of planks, half natural 
and half polished, which were 
the subject of numerous en­
quiries.

The stand was decorated 
with a beautiful collection of 
orchids kindly lent by Mr. Mac 
Bean, of Cooksbridge, Sussex, 
through the good offices of 
Mr. John Metcalfe, of United 
Rum Merchants.

On the morning of Tuesday, 
May 4th, the Earls Court 
Exhibition was visited by 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Mar­
garet. The royal party was 
shown around by Mr. Peter 
Thorneycroft, M.P., President 
of the Board of Trade, and 
made a complete tour of the 
Commonwealth Section, start­
ing with Jamaica where they 
were met by Mr. Garnet H. 
Gordon, C.B.E., Trade Com­
missioner for the British West

June, 1954

Indies, British Guiana and 
British Honduras, and Mrs. 
Gordon. The Queen Mother 
visited all the British Carib­
bean stands, Hon. J. L. Cun- 
dall, Q.C., Attorney-General of 
Jamaica, and Mrs. Cundall 
being presented by Mr. Gordon 
on the Jamaica stand, and Mr. 
J. C. May, chairman of the Sea 
Island Cotton Association 
Advisory Committee, and Mrs. 
May on the Sea Island Cotton 
stand.

On May 10th, Mr. Thomey- 
croft showed Viscount Swinton, 
G.B.E., C.H., M.C., Secretary 
of State for Commonwealth 
Relations, and Mr. Henry Hop­
kinson, C.M.G., M.P., Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, 
around the Commonwealth 
stands, the Ministers taking a 
more than conventional 
interest in the British Carib­
bean exhibits.

As last year, the B.I.F. was 
open to the general public

every afternoon from 2 p.m., admission being confined 
to buyers during the morning.

Attendance figures for the Earls Court section of the 
B.I.F. were as follows :—

Overseas buyers ... ... 4,326
Home buyers ................ 11,996
Public " ............................. 9,896

26,218
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These were rather less than the previous year, but the 
number of inquiries on the British Caribbean stands as 
a whole was slightly larger. These inquiries were as 
usual recorded by the stand attendants and are being 
circulated by the Trade Commissioner’s office to poten­
tially interested parties in the colonies and the United 
Kingdom. The number of visitors from the British 
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras 
totalled 241 as compared with 369 in 1953.

Mr. F. G. Harcourt, O.B.E., former Administrator and 
Colonial Secretary in the Leeward Islands, was again in 
charge of the British Caribbean stands at Earls Court 
during the Fair. The stand attendants were as follows : 
Mr. C. Mills, of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
Jamaica, and Mrs. Mills on the Jamaica stand ; Miss 
Kathleen Davis (“ Auntie Kay ” of Radio Trinidad 
fame) and Mr. Hugh Sealy on the Trinidad and Tobago 
stand; Mr. J. Faria, of the Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Georgetown, and Mrs. Faria on the British Guiana 
stand; Miss Eugenia Charles, of Dominica, Miss Monica 
Gibbs and Miss Stella Renwick, of Grenada, on the Wind­
ward Islands stand ; and Mr. T. B. Hoe, secretary of 
the Advisory Committee in England of the West Indian 
Sea Island Cotton Association, Mrs. Edric Connor and 
Miss Jean Clark on the Sea Island cotton stand.

Mr. G. A. Roberts, B.E.M., of the Trade Com­
missioner’s office, played his usual vital role in the 
preparation of the exhibits and was on duty in the 
Caribbean section throughout the Fair, which was the 
23rd he has attended.

The Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Windward Islands 
and Sea Island Cotton Association stands were organized 
by the office of the Trade Commissioner in the United 
Kingdom for the British West Indies, British Guiana 
and British Honduras. The stands were designed by 
Mr. Ronald Dickens, M.B.E., of 8, Beauchamp Place, 
W.l, and were constructed by J. & B. Waller, Ltd. 
Mr. Arthur Woolley, D.S.O., of United Rum Merchants, 
very kindly undertook the responsibility for the prepara­
tion of the British Guiana stand, which was designed and 
constructed by Le Bon Studio, Ltd. The Trade Com­
missioner wishes to place on record once again his 
appreciation and thanks for the kind assistance so readily 
given by the following in the preparation of the 
exhibits 1 + a

The West India Committee, Mather & Crowther Lt . 
(Jamaica rum) ; Jamaica Cigar Importers’ Association ; 
Lambert & Butler Ltd., T. J. Poupart Ltd. (Jamaica 
fmit); the West Indies Chemical Works Ltd. (Jamaica 
dye-woods) ; Aluminium Union Ltd. (British Guiana 
and Jamaica bauxite and alumina) ; Bellrock Caribbean 
Ltd. (Jamaica gypsum) ; Henry W. Peabody & Co. o 
London Ltd. (Jamaica canned goods) ; Macpherson 
Train & Co. Ltd. (Jamaica canned goods) ; Marshall or 
Parker Ltd. (Jamaica confectionery and canned goods) 
Regent Oil Co. Ltd. (Trinidad Petroleum) ; P^Ylte & 
Co- (Lake Asphalt) ; West India Sugar Co. Ltd. (Trinidad 
^gar and rum); J. & W. Nicholson & Co iJtci. 
(Trinidad rum and Angostura bitters) ; Acatos cv o. 
(Trinidad rum) ; Rowntree & Co. Ltd. (Tnnidac coc >< 
jnd chocolate) ; Gillespie Bros. & Co. Ltd. (Tnmdad 
fresh and canned fruite) ; Booker Bros. McConnell & 
Co- Ltd. (British Guiana produce) ; United Rum 
Merchants (Demerara rum) ; the DemeraraCo. Ltd- 
(Lemerara rum) ; S. Davson & Co. Ltd. (Demcrara 

rum) ; Steel Bros. & Co. Ltd. (British Guiana timber 
exhibits) ; L. Rose & Co. Ltd. (Dominica lime products} ; 
Jahn Strades Ltd. (Dominica canned products) ; West 
Indian Cigars Ltd. (Dominica cigars) ; Roosen Silks Ltd.

Distinguished Visitors

Visitors to the British Caribbean stands at 
the British Industries Fair included:—

Her Majesty The Queen Mother.
H.R.H. Princess Margaret.
The Rt. Hon. Peter Thorneycroft, M.P. 

(President of the Board of Trade), and 
Mrs. Thorneycroft.

The Rt. Hon. Viscount Swinton, G.B.E., 
C.H., M.C. (Secretary of State for Com­
monwealth Relations).

The Rt. Hon. Henry Hopkinson, C.M.G., 
M.P. (Minister of State for the Colonies).

The Earl of Munster (Parliamentary Under­
secretary, Colonial Office).

The Lord Mayor of London and the Lady 
Mayoress.

The Sheriffs of the City of London.
Mr. H. Alan Walker (Chairman of the West 

India Committee).
Sir Charles Woolley, G.B.E., K.C.M.G., 

M.C. (former Governor of British Guiana).
Sir Peter Bell (Chief Justice, British Guiana) 

and Lady Bell.
The Hon. Albert Gomes (Minister of Labour, 

Industry and Commerce, Trinidad).
The Hon. Rudolph Burke, President of the 

Jamaica Agricultural Society.
The Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood (Chairman, 

British West Indies Sugar Association).
The Hon. J. L. Cundall, Q.C. (Attorney 

General of Jamaica) and Mrs. Cundall.
Sir Harold Tempany, Kt., C.M.G., C.B.E. 

(former Chairman of the Sea Island Cot­
ton Advisory Committee) and Lady Tem­
pany. , _ T 1 A

Mr. J. C. May (Chairman of the Sea Island 
Cotton Advisory Committee) and Mrs. 
May. _ .

Mr. A. E. V. Barton, C.B.E. (Secretary of the 
West India Committee).

Mr. T. Souness, M.B.E. (Assistant Secretary 
of the West India Committee).

immigrants and National Service

Tn the House of Commons on May 27th, Sir Wavell Wakefield 
the Minister of Labour what steps were taken to ensure 

asked the frnrn the British Commonwealth did, m fact,
that .mm.grants yearg. ordinary
register for Natio b liable for Nationai Service;
^how many Sp^were called up tor National Serv.ce

question of liability Un^ar neriod in order that registration 
examined during the two"y P liability was established. He 

—1 part of

the question was not available.
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Obituary

Jt is with great regret that we have to announce the 
death of the following :—
Mr. George Russell Garnett, who died at Guildford 

on May 17th at the age of 89, will be remembered by the 
older generation in British Guiana as a former member 
of the Legislative Council and as a well-known and 
popular figure in the public life of the colony.

Born in England and educated at Marlborough he 
went out to British Guiana as a young man to join 
Hogg, Curtis, Campbell & Co. (later Curtis, Campbell 
& Co.), and served with them during the whole of his 
35 years in the colony, becoming senior attorney. He 
was a keen cricketer and for several years was captain 
of the Georgetown Cricket Club. He was also a leading 
member of the Georgetown Club.

In 1920 Mr. Garnett returned to London to serve in 
the Eastcheap office of Curtis, Campbell & Co., which 
later merged with Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd. 
He retired in 1939 on the outbreak of war.

He is survived by a widow and two daughters—Mrs. 
Charles Wheating and Miss G. E. Garnett.

Mr. Allan Ernest Messer, of Reigate, Surrey, who 
died on June 4th at the Knightsbridge, London, home 
of his daughter, Mrs. Ruth Buxton, was one of the oldest 
members of the West India Committee, and a founder 
member of the West Indian Club.

Mr. Messer was born in Reading in 1865 and educated 
at Reading and at St. John’s College, Oxford. He 
became a solicitor in 1891 and in the following year 
went out to British Guiana. He practised in the 
eoiony for eight years and was Registrar of the Diocese 
of Guiana and a director of the Royal Agricultural and 
Commercial Society. He took a great interest in the 
boundary dispute with Venezuela in 1896, and in the 
agitation against the continental sugar bounties.
onn h*S was n°t g°°d he returned to London in 

1900 and for many years was head of the firm of 
Lawrance, Messer & Co., retiring in 1935.

Dr. Walter Vincent Tothill, who died at his home 
at Capetown on March 25th, at the age of 67, will be 
remembered with great affection in Trinidad where he 
worked for 15 years between the wars. After being 
engaged by oil and sugar companies “ Tottie,” as he 
was generally known, took up private practice in the 
San Fernando district.

His health made a change of climate advisable, and 
he then proceeded to Western Australia, but before he 
c°uld start practice he was involved in a car accident 
which caused him serious injuries including a maimed 
left hand.

Eighteen months later he became medical officer to the 
British Phosphate Commissioners on Nauru Island in 
the Central Pacific, and on the outbreak of war was 
evacuated with many Chinese to Australia. He agreed 

tC^Pan^ the Chmese to Central Australia5 and 
worked there for two years under great difficulty and in 
the utmost discomfort. He then proceeded L tv

His well-known book, Doctor's Office—full of his 
amusing and other experiences in Trinidad—was 
written while convalescing from his car accident, and 
another written during his last illness is being prepared 
for publication.

He is survived by his widow, who, as Miss Bridget 
Ristori, was a former matron of the Colonial Hospital at 
San Fernando.

Colonial Appointments

JJecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following:—

Anderson, S. A. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Jamaica), Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica. 

Ashley, W. S. (Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Jamaica), Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Brown, C. A. (Inspector of Police, Jamaica), Assistant
Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Browning, L. P. R. (Assistant Commissioner of Police, 
Jamaica), Deputy Commissioner of Police, Jamaica.

Carberry, J. E. D. (Senior Puisne Judge, Jamaica), Chief 
Justice, Jamaica.

Crosswell, N. A. (Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), 
Assistant Commissioner of Police, Jamaica.

Gentle, A. L. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), 
Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Gordon, K. L. (Magistrate, Trinidad), Puisne Judge, Wind­
ward and Leeward Islands.

Hamilton, E. H. (Traffic Manager, Jamaica Government 
Railway), General Manager, Jamaica Government Railway.

Panton, C. S. (Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Jamaica), Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Tomlin, K. J. (Civil Engineer and Architect, P.W.D., Sey­
chelles), Colonial Engineer, P.W.D., Barbados.

William, F. D. C. (Administrative Officer, Nigeria), Financial 
Secretary, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Hodgkinson, R. W., Inspector of Labour (Factory Inspector), 

British Guiana.
Perks, Mrs. B. K., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical 

Officer, Leeward Islands.
Perks, R. H. G., M.A., B.M., B.Ch., Medical Officer, Leeward 

Islands.
St. John, W. A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical Officer, Bar­

bados.
Simom, A., District Medical Officer, Dominica.

Visitors from Overseas
Jt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 

members of the West India Committee visiting this country 
would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 

ommittee Circular and correspondence dispatched.
Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. C. R. Armstrong
Mrs. Arthur
Mr. L. E. Ashenheim
His Honour Chief Justice Sir 

Peter Bell
Captain Peter Blagrove, M.C
Mr. L. A. Bushe
Mr. E. B. Chapman
Lieut.-Colonel J. Connell 

O.B.E., E.D.
Hon. J. Leslie Cundall, Q.C., M A 

M- R- de Cordova,' 
M.B.E., E.D., J.P.

Mr. St. Yves de Verteuil
Lady Dorothy de Verteuil
Mr. T. F. A. Duncan
Hon. E. L. Duval

Mr. Arthur Emlyn, O.B.E. 
Mr. B. W. Fisher 
Mr. W. N. Foster, M.A. 
Mr. R. O. Girling 
Mr. R. L. Gwatkin 
Mr. L. A. Henriques 
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson 
Mr. R. Sydney Miller 
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, O.B.E. 
Mr. Michael Previte 
Mr. A. Moir Reid 
Mr. J. Slater 
Mr. R. J. W. Struthers 
Mr. L. Taurel
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mr. P. E. Turner, O.B.E., 

M.Sc., F.R.I.C.
Mrs. E. May Westwood
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Notes of West Indian Interest
♦

“ pE chip nebber fall too furr from de block.”

Sir Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica, and Lady Foot, 
and Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of Trinidad and 
Tobago, and Lady Rance arrived in England on May 
30th in the Golfito. Both governors are on leave.

* * *
Senor Gustavo Tolentino, Dominican Consul- 

General and Dean of the Consular Corps in Jamaica, 
left Kingston on May 26th to assume a consular post in 
New York. He has been succeeded by Senor Luis 
Mendez.

* * *
Booker Bros., McConnell & Co. Ltd., of Grace- 

church Street, announce that Mr. C. W. Tyrrell, F.C.A., 
the advisory group accountant, and Mr. J. R. M. Rocke, 
members of the chairman’s finance committee and oi t e 
group committee, have been appointed to the boar , 
the latter as an executive director.

* * *
Mrs. Gwen Valentine, wife of A. L. Valentine, the 

West Indies Test cricketer, arrived in England recently 
to join her husband at Walsall, near Birmingham, 
where he is professional of the town s cricket c u . 
Mrs. Valentine qualified as a nurse m Jamaica m woo 
and hopes to enter one of the Birmingham hosp1 a s in 
order to study to become a State Registered Nurse.

* * *
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh have both 

made donations to the fund for the repair o ng; is
Harbour, Antigua. As announced in the 
for April contributions have been made by e ri 
Minister, Lady Churchill and the Archbishop o or . 
Donations should be sent to English Harbour Repair 
Fund, 27, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W.l.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Mr. L. E. ,
Mr. Rudolph Burke, Mr. W. A. Bustamante, Mr. J . 
Leslie Cundall, Lieut.-Colonel M. R- de Cordova, M . 
St. Yves de Verteuil, Lady Dorothy de
Arthur Emlyn, Mr. H. N. Fahey, Mr J. Far ah S ir Hugh 
Foot, Mr. W. N. Foster, Mr. V. R. Gi 1, Mr. Albert 
Gomes, Mr. R. L. Gwatkin, Mr. Eric
Sydney Miller, Mr. G. Douglas Pile, Mr. H. 

* * *
Mrs. E. F. Needham, who was marUe<l1 white °is 

on May 15th to Lieut.-Colonel J. ^ort’ers
chairman of Rowett, Legge & Co. Ltd., r ? in 
of East cheap, and one of the few women g g ro|onei 
wine and spirit trade in an executive cap y. fruit 
Dalton White is chairman of White & Son Ltd W 
brokers, of Spitalfields. Mrs. Needham occupied 
as chairman of Rowett, Legge & Co., a pos ^1 $
for over twenty years by the late Lieut.-
Needham, D.S.O.

* * *
Mr. Rattan Koowar Harracksingh, chairman 

the St. George County Council, Trinidad, is in the 
United Kingdom until August on a three months 
British Council bursary to study local government. He 
is spending the first two months of his bursary in attach­
ments to the county council, and to rural district councils 
in Monmouthshire. From July 3rd he will spend a 
month with Truro Rural District Council. Mr. Harrack­
singh is a transport contractor and has been a councillor 
for seven years.

* * *

Dr. C. Belfield Clarke, F.R.C.S.(Edin), M.B., 
B.Ch.(Cantab.), D.P.H., of Barbados, has been elected 
a member of the council of the British Medical Associa­
tion to fill the vacancy in the representation of the 
West Indian branches. His appointment is the result 
of a unanimous recommendation by those branches. 
Dr. Clarke, in spite of a busy medical practice, finds time 
to serve on the committees of several bodies connected 
with Empire affairs and just recently has been appointed 
a governor of the new West Indian Students Centre at 
Collingham Gardens, Earl s Court.

* * *
At the invitation of the Governor of British Honduras 

Mr A A. Shenfield will proceed to that colony at the 
end of July in order to study the colony s legislation for 
economic development and to advise.ori its revision “d 
to lav down principles for its application. Mr. ^nneld 
was Economic Adviser to the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago from 1949 to 1951. Last year he wrote a 
report on the administration and finances of the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture (of which he is a
nd in 1952 visited the Eastern Caribbean colonies 

before1 preparing a report on intercolonial shipping 

problems. * * *
W Rev. Hugh Braham Sherlock, who is Director

SsSslSgsB 

week in London visiting ’ a will visit
Association of Boys’ Clubs and the Y.M.L.A., w 
Y^ork, Liverpool and Glasgow.

* * *
After working in Jamaica as a Methodist minlst^ 

, ™ 1932 to 1940 Mr Sherlock became Director of the 
Boys’ Town in Kingston, which was started»
wZo by the VALC.A. at the request of 
Government. Here, and at the Fbeneze 
some 300 boys are f^^p^ny suited to their 
community under^ Town a school where the

syllabus inches vocrtionM t«

club.
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Fruit Imports from U.S.A.

Questions in the Commons
Qn page 126 of last Circular, we published a Notice 

to Importers issued by the Board of Trade regard­
ing the issue of licences in the United Kingdom for 
imports of a limited amount of fresh and canned fruits 
from the U.S.A. In the House of Commons recently, 
questions were addressed to the Minister of Food and the 
President of the Board of Trade on this subject, and 
these questions, together with supplementary questions 
and the Ministers’ answers, appear in Hansard as 
follows :—

Mr. Dodds asked the Minister of Food, on May 10th, 
if a decision had yet been taken about purchasing surplus 
stocks of Californian tinned fruit.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food (Dr. Charles Hill) : “ About $2,500,000 worth of 
Californian canned apricots and peaches have been 
purchased under Section 550 of the Mutual Security

Mr. Dodds : “As these surplus goods were bought 
at rock bottom prices, will the hon. Gentleman state 
whether they are being passed over to the housewife at 
reduced prices ? If not, will he kindly say why not ? ”

Dr. Hill : “ These fruits were bought on the open 
market at a reasonable price, and they will be sold to 
the public at a reasonable price.”

Commander Donaldson : “ What amount of dollars 
has been spent on the purchase of Canadian fruit at 
comparable prices ? ”

Dr. Hill : Discussions are now proceeding about 
the purchase of some Canadian fruit, but I cannot sav 
more than that at the moment.”
+1 ^BARRO “ Will my hon. Friend make it clear 
wat tins transaction was conducted in sterling and that 
us leference to 2,500,000 American dollars relates only 
to the current American market price, and that this 
country will, m fact, pay for these goods only in sterling?”

Dr. Hill : “ My hon. Friend is quite right. No 
dollar expenditure is involved. Indeed, as the sterling 
expenditure is counted against existing defence expen­
diture, it is virtually a gift from the United States ”

Mr Dodds asked the Minister of Food, on May 26th 
a?;ÍCOtS and Peaches- purchased under

Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act, would be on sale 
m the shops; and what arrangements his department 

$he trade to ensure that they would 
be sold to the public at a reasonable price.

Paelia“entary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food (Dr. Charles Hill): "About September 
to price co“ and apriC°tS are StiU subiect

Mr. Dodds: " Ls the hon. Gentleman aware that 
the last time he answered a question on this subject’ 
he said that this was practically a mft ? Wk +i ’ 
hon. Gentleman states that the tinned fruit is 4 1T ‘° 
controlled, is it not a fret Ik- i 1 is still price 
tinned fruit has been given for next To a^?.quanW of

the prices which will be charged for the tinned fruit 
under existing price control will be those hitherto 
prevailing.”

Mr. N. Macpherson : “ Will my hon. Friend make 
quite certain that the opportunity is not taken to intro­
duce foreign goods at the expense of Commonwealth 
goods in this matter ? Will he maintain the price of 
foreign goods at a level not less than the price of Com­
monwealth goods ? ”

Dr. Hill : “I will take note of my hon. Friend’s 
point.”

Mr. Remnant asked the President of the Board of 
Trade, on May 27th, for what fruits from the United 
States of America he was considering the grant of import 
licences ; what were the values ; and what period the 
licences would cover.

The Minister of State, Board of Trade, Mr. 
Amory : “ None, Sir. Licences have recently been 
issued for limited quantities of prunes, fresh and canned 
grapefruit and fresh oranges under the Mutual Security 
Act. Because of our balance of payments position, we 
cannot at present afford private imports for free dollars.”

Mr. Remnant : “Is my right hon. Friend aware 
that a recent issue of Fruit Intelligence contained invita­
tions for applications for the issue of licences for the 
import of fruit ? Does he understand that the Empire 
is willing to supply all the fruit we require and should 
not preference be given to them in the markets of this 
country ? ”

Mr. Amory : “ The first part of that supplementary 
question has reference to the statement I have already 
made, that licences have recently been issued. Regard­
ing the second part, my hon. Friend will remember that 
traditionally we were big buyers of fruit from the United 
States. This fruit I have mentioned is not costing 
dollars.”

Mr. Beswick : “ Although this fruit does not cost 
dollars, what are the implications of the Mutual Security 
Act ? Is it not a condition that we should use equivalent 
sums of money in this country for the purchase of

Mr. Amory : “Yes, Sir, broadly speaking the effect 
is that the sterling equivalent of the cost of the fruit 
m ques*lon be added to our defence expenditure.”

Mr. Gaitskell : “ Is it not the case that the fruit 
is a ree gift, and that the money we pay for it is given 
back to us m aid of the defence programme ? Will the

h?n* Gentleman make that plain ? ”
Mr Amory: “ Yes, Sir, what the right hon. Gentle­

man has said is exactly the fact. It is given con- 
^ltlonally on an equivalent amount of sterling being 
added to the defence expenditure.”

MR. Beresford Craddock : “ In considering this 
matter will my right hon. Friend bear fully in mind 
t le position of the citrus industry in the West Indies? ”

lore was no reply to Mr. Craddock’s question.

Caribbean Lodge
meetin£ will be held at Freemasons’ 

tiaib Great Queen Street, London, W.C.2, at 4.30 p.n?- 
cnnnfUeS West Indian brethren in this

y * h,°pe to attend should communicate with 
Lond:^ £ Br°' G- J- n< "'- 28. Meadfoot Road,
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The Homeward Mail
------------ 4------------

ANTIGUA

ENGLISH HARBOUR. Miss Helen Goodwin, in 
a letter from St. John’s dated May 22nd, states : 
“ The Society of the Friends of English Harbour 

are very proud that the Queen and the Duke of Edin­
burgh have both sent generous donations to the English 
Harbour appeal fund in the United Kingdom. Sir 
Winston and Lady Churchill have consented to serve as 
patrons of the fund and are keenly interested in the 
society’s efforts to gain support for the restoration of the 
dockyard.

Mr. Jackson’s Visit. “ Mr. W. A. Jackson, an 
assistant secretary of the West India Committee, has 
just left us after a very successful visit of about five days. 
In that short time he saw a great deal of the island and 
met many of our people. The Antigua Sugar Associa­
tion gave a cocktail party at Fort James and here he 
was able to meet informally all the island’s members of 
the West India Committee. It was a happy and 
informal party, and, either by luck or design, our hosts 
had cleverly chosen a beautiful moonlight evening 
which showed our tropical beaches and palm trees to 
their best advantage.

The Weather. “ The weather is still disappointing. 
There has been some rain in most parts of the island, 
and in the town area the grass is becoming green and 
pretty again, but the heavy downpours that are essential 
to our crops and water supply are yet to come.’

BARBADOS
The Sugar Crop. The Director of Agriculture, in 

the course of his report on the work of his department 
lor the month of March, states : “ The harvesting of the 
sugar cane crop was continued during the month. Field 
yields have continued to be above the estimate and, 
according to information received, the quality of the 
juice improved during the last week of the month. At 
the beginning of crop, the recovery which, in general, 
was nearly 10 tons of cane per ton of sugar, had improved 
to under 8.5 tons during the past week, with an overall 
average for the crop to date of approximately 8.9 tons 
of cane per ton of sugar. On the basis of this information 
it is now considered reasonable to estimate that the 
total crop will be 185,000 tons.

“The young plant cane crop is in good condition. 
The early harvested fields are springing satisfactorily 
as ratoons and have been receiving the necessary 
application of potash. , , _ . ,

“ Reaping of peasant canes proceeded smoothly and 
expeditiously. By the end of the month, especially 
111 the lower rainfall area, comparatively few plots 
remained to be reaped. Reports on yields were also 
very satisfactory. The young plant and ratoon canes 
are on the whole making good progress.

School Gardens. “The first round j udging of school 
Sardens entered for the annual competition in connexion 
W1th the agricultural and industrial exhibition o° 
Piace at the end of the month. With a view to raismg 

the standard of entries for this competition and ensur­
ing that optimum use is made of the school garden as 
an educational medium, two new heads of assessment 
have now been introduced as a further basis for the 
award of prizes in this competition. These are as follows: 
(«) Soil conservation practice, and (b) Keeping of garden 
records and accounts.

Weather. “ The average rainfall for the six district 
agricultural stations for the first quarter of 1954 was 
8.44 inches, as compared with 7.31 inches for the same 
period last year.

Moth Borer Control. “ The number of Tricho- 
gramma parasites of the egg masses of the moth borer 
Diatraea saccharalis which was distributed this month 
amounted to 85,593,000.

“ So far very few dead hearts can be seen in young 
cane fields, and the amount of borer damage to ripe cane 
delivered in factory yards is at present satisfactorily 
low.

Fishing Industry. “ During the month a sum of 
$1,363 was repaid by boat-owners against loans. This 
makes a total of $94,614 repaid to date. The out­
standing balance to the end of the month is $56,454, 
whilst interest collected to date totals $1,305. During 
the month a total amount of 105,195 lb. of fish was 
marketed through the three fish markets up to 6.00 p.m. 
each day. It is interesting to record that the largest 
numbers of fish were caught off the northern coast. 
Bridgetown Fish Market 46,237 lb., Speightstown 
Market 51,553 lb., Oistin’s Market 7,405 lb.

“ Considerable quantities of fish are marketed after 
6.00 p.m. in the above mentioned markets. In addi­
tion, fish is marketed through some 25 other centres. 
It is accordingly safe to assume that an amount of not 
less than 300,000 lb. of fresh fish was marketed during 
March. There was three times as much flying fish as 
dolphin.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
The Elections. Our correspondent, in a newsletter 

from Belize dated May 20th, states : “ The inevitable 
result of giving universal adult suffrage to a people at 
least 80 per cent, illiterate and ignorant and excited by 
the extravagant promises of the leaders of the People s 
United Party, was the winning of eight out oi nine 
elective seats by that body. Three official members, 
and three nominated members and one independent not 
necessarily on the side of the Government, face this solid 
block of P.U.P.’s in the new Legislative Assembly.

Baron Bliss Institute. “ This fine modem building, 
a gift from the Baron Bliss Trustees to the people of 
British Honduras, was opened by the Governor, Mr. 
Patrick Renison, on May 18th in the presence of a very 
full audience, deluding the Caribbean Commission 
which had arrived in Belize that day. The institute, 
buttt at a cost of over £50,000 (B H.^OO.OOO) will house 
the old Jubilee Library which having well fulfilled its 
purpose is now too small for expanding needs. There
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is an auditorium which can seat over 
400 in which plays, concerts, confer­
ences and so forth will be held ; in 
fact it has, as was expected, proved 
to be an ideal place for the 18th meet­
ing of the Caribbean Commission. 
There is ample room also for art and 
industrial displays and museum ob­
jects, although it is hoped that the 
Jubilee Library building will be made 
available by the donor as a museum. 
The Extra-Mural Tutor of the Univer­
sity College of the West Indies has 
been given special accommodation in 
the institute.

Caribbean Commission. “ This 
is by far the most distinguished group 
that has ever come to Belize and they 
have conferred a great compliment on 
the colony by their presence. The 
Governor opened the conference on 
the morning of May 19th, the national
anthems of France, the Netherlands, Britain and the 
United States being played in turn by the police band in 
honour of the delegates. Following the Governor’s 
speech, addresses were made by these gentlemen. In 
the colourful Baron Bliss Institute it was a very fine 
show indeed.”

Opening of the Caribbean Commission Conference by the Governor of British 
Honduras

BRITISH GUIANA
Political Events. Our correspondent in a news­

letter from Georgetown dated May 20th, states : “ Two 
more People’s Progressive Party leaders have been 
imprisoned this month. Mr. Nazrudeen, a district 
secretary of the P.P.P., together with another party 
member, was sentenced to six months imprisonment 
on May 13th for holding an illegal meeting in Berbice. 
Mr. Rudy Luck, barrister-at-law and P.P.P. executive, 
was sentenced to two months imprisonment on May 
3rd for refusing to sign a bond to keep the peace after 

The new Baron Bliss Institute in Belize, British Honduras

being found guilty last month of disorderly behaviour 
at a P.P.P. demonstration.

“ There have been a number of minor incidents, 
including the writing of P.P.P. and anti-British slogans 
on the walls of churches and on roads. In one church 
the letters P.P.P. were found scrawled on the altar rails 
and on the Bible, several pages of which were torn. 
There have also been several unsuccessful attempts to 
bum post office buildings and banks on the Corentyne 
coast.

New ‘Ministers.’ “Two more members of the 
Executive Council have been given portfolios in the 
interim government. The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall, a 
leading member of the United Democratic Party who 
was elected to the House of Assembly in last year’s 
elections, has been appointed Member for Communica­
tions and Works. The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, who was 

until recently vice-chairman of the 
Local Government Board, has been 
appointed Member for Local Govern­
ment, Social Welfare and Co-operative 
Development. Four unofficial members 
of the interim government have now 
been given portfolios.

New Flats. “ On May 12th the 
Governor formally opened four new 
blocks of flats at Laing Avenue, George­
town. These flats, which have been 
built by Government as part of the 
Georgetown slum clearance plan, will 
house 105 families. The Government 
intends to spend over $2,500,000 in 
building new houses this year.

Rupununi Livestock Industry- 
“ The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has approved a grant of $232,000 under 
the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Act for the development of the livestock 
industry in the Rupununi district. The 
grant will be used in St. Ignatius Live­
stock Station, maintained by the Govern'
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ment, which covers an area of 75 square miles of the 
Rupununi savannahs.

Report on Social Security. “ Professor J. H. 
Richardson, of the industrial relations department of 
the University of Leeds, left British Guiana on April 
23rd after spending six weeks investigating whether the 
colony’s economy can afford an expansion of its social 
security services. Professor Richardson told a Press 
conference that he had noted that there had been a 
substantial improvement in the living standards in 
British Guiana in the last 10 years.

Schools Broadcasting. “ The Bureau of Public 
Information has begun a series of daily broadcasts to 
schools. Schools broadcasting forms part of the 
expanded Government broadcasting service organized 
by Mr. H. P. Straker, who has been here for the last six 
months on secondment from the B.B.C. The broad­
casts will lay emphasis on teaching Guianese geography 
and history.

Cricket. “ Clyde Walcott, the well-known West 
Indian test cricketer, has accepted an appointment as 
cricket organizer with the British Guiana Sugar Pro­
ducers’ Association. Mr. Walcott will be coming to 
British Guiana later this year when he has completed his 
contract with Enfield in the Lancashire League.

Floods. “ More than 5,000 acres of peasant cul­
tivated rice lands in Demerara and Berbice were flooded 
by heavy rains in April. The Government is operating 
a relief scheme to lend seed padi to the rice farmers for 
planting another crop.

Medical Award. “ The Davson’s Gold Medal for 
outstanding medical research work, which is awarded 
once every three years, has been awarded to Dr. L. J. 
Charles, chief officer of the Mosquito Control Service, 
for research work on the filaria mosquito.

Favourable Trade Balance. “ A report recently 
issued by the Minister of Industry and Commerce shows 
that in 1953 British Guiana had a favourable trade 
balance of $9 500 000. The value of British Guiana s 
exports in 1953 was $81,681,472—of which sugar 
formed 47 per cent., bauxite 29 per cent., and rice 
12 per cent.

Visitors. “ Visitors to the colony this month 
included Shri Badri Nath Nanda, Commissioner tor 
India in the West Indies ; Miss Elsa Haglund, F.A.O. 
Home Economist on secondment to the Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare Organization in the West Indies 
and Mr. Frank Catchpole, Colonial Development and 
Welfare Labour Adviser.”

JAMAICA
Two New Factories. Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. 

Jacobs, writing from Kingston on May 27th, states .
Rapid progress has been made by the Canadian rm 

nf Sheriffs with the construction of a factory on the 
Government’s industrial estate in the west of the capital. 
Production of jelly crystals should begin in Ju y, an 
the factory will concentrate on this for the first year.

Sheriffs propose to use the factory for two purpose - 
I) for easier penetration of the Latin Amencan market^ 
o which Jamaica is conveniently close, and ( ) or

Petmg in sterling area countries which for currency 
Masons discriminate against Canadian produc s.

“ The Metal Box Co. (B.W.I.) Ltd., which is a sub­
sidiary of the London firm Metal Box Co., is erecting 
a factory on the Government’s industrial estate capable 
of turning out 35,000,000 cans a year to supply the 
Jamaican and Caribbean markets.

Industrial Exhibition. “ A comprehensive display 
of Jamaican industrial products, sponsored and organized 
by the Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association, will be held 
in Kingston from July 28th to August 7th.

Alumina Shipments. “ 11,000 tons of alumina 
were shipped from Port Esquivel on May 16th for the 
aluminium plant at Kitimat in British Columbia, 
Canada, which begins operation this summer. The 
company’s production of alumina in Jamaica is intended 
mainly to supply Kitimat. Some alumina has already 
been shipped to Norway from Jamaica.

Calico Order from U.K. “ The Calico Printers 
Association Ltd., of England, has ordered 250,000 yards 
of grey sheeting from Ariguanabo Mills, to be delivered 
in June.

Cotton Imports. “ In the middle of May, the Trade 
Administrator suspended the issue of import permits for 
greys, white and brown calico, drills, linens and denims. 
The object is, apparently, further protection of Arigu­
anabo Mills. It is understood that large stocks of the 
lines in question were already in the island. [See page 
148.]

Flour Decontrol. “ Bulk purchase of flour will cease 
as from July 15th in the case of baking flour, and August 
1st in the case of counter flour. Control of the retail 
prices of counter flour and white bread will continue.

Meat Supplies. “ Reynolds Jamaica Mines, Ltd., 
are erecting a ¿20,000 abattoir at Belmont in St. Ann 
to supply superior cuts of meat at decontrolled prices 
when suitably packaged and labelled. Price control 
has already been lifted in the case of superior grades of 
meat supplied to hotels, but the company has applied 
for a licence to sell to the public through groceries and 
other retail establishments.

Wharf Services. “ Wharfage rates on imports are 
to be increased by 80 per cent., and wharf labour wage 
rates will simultaneously rise by 6d. an hour, while 
provision will be made for superannuation payments.

Salt Supplies. “The Regional Economic Com­
mittee has reported, at the request of the^^ica 
Government, on sources and prices of salt in the: Briti 
Caribbean. The object is to examine the possibility of 
expanding Turks Islands salt exports, which are at 
present practically limited to Jamaica.

Museum Appeal Fund. “
for the celebration of the tercentenary of the British 
conquest of Jamaica next year, an appeal will be 
launched for a fund to restore and reconstruct Old 
King’s House, Spanish Town and convert it into a 
National Centre and Historical Museum.

by
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the Governor from a panel submitted by the Chief 
Minister immediately after general elections ; (d) Two 
members similarly appointed from a panel submitted 
by the Leader of the Opposition ; (e) Six elected mem­
bers, two from each county; and (/) A President 
appointed by the Governor.

Elections Postponed. “ The general elections to 
the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Council and 
to the Parochial Boards, due in June, have been post­
poned, till next year. The reason given is that the 
voters roll for the Corporate Area has been improperly 
prepared.

Drug Seized. “ Large quantities of ganja were 
seized by the police on May 22nd on a property which 
has for years been occupied by Ras Tafarians, followers 
of a cult according divine honours to the Emperor of 
Ethiopia, who believe that the smoking of ganja is 
permitted and even encouraged by Heaven. Many 
acres of ganja plants were dug up and 140 Ras Tafarians 
arrested.

Research Fellow Awarded Medal. “ Dr. M. G. 
Smith, a research fellow of the Institute of Social and 
Economic Studies, has been awarded the Wellcome 
Medal for anthropological research, 1953, by the Royal 
Anthropological Institute. Dr. Smith is a Jamaican 
who did an important study of secondary marriage in 
Northern Nigeria. He has been recently engaged in 
the study of the social structure of Grenada

Obituary. « Mr H G Dunkley< one of pioneers 
oi the Citrus Growers Association and a leading figure 
m life of the parish of Clarendon, died
on May 19th at the age of 67.

Capital Formation. “The Central Bureau of 
Statistics has arrived at the following figures showing 

formatlon 111 Jamaica : 1948, ¿7.56 m. ; 
1949, £7.54 m.; 1950, £8.802 m. ; 1951 ri 5 445 m • 
1952, £17.386 m.; 1953? £16.867 m ’

A number of items are not included in the above 
(small houses built m rural areas, value of land cleared). 
On the other hand, there is no deduction for deprecia­
tion the object being to show the rate at which invest­
ment and accumulation take place.

Air Services. “ A £625,000 Government contract 
lor dredging and reclamation work preliminary to con­
struction of a new runway at Palisadoes airport has been 
awarded to the McWilliams Dredging Co., of New 
Orleans.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Market for Citrus. In a newsletter from Port-of- 

8pam dated June 1st, our correspondent states • “ The 
efforts of the Regional Economic Committee citrus 
Skeen interest being Watched

“ There is little doubt that the citrus industry needs 
similar protection to that obtained by the sugar industry 
after their strenuous fight a few years ago Both the 
Agricultural Society of Trinidad and Tobago and the 
Trinidad Chamber of Commerce have naqQpd nn 
resolutions for forwarding to theleSt o^?8 
divine their qnnnnri i • ecretary oi State,industry PP the actlon taken bY the citrus

Trinidad Asphalt. “The colony’s natural asphalt 

industry (the only one of its kind in the world) which 
has been making large contributions to the paving of 
roads throughout the world from as far back as the 
19th century will in future be used for new industrial 
and building purposes when a new plant begins operation 
in Indianapolis, U.S.A. This plant, which is the first 
of its kind, will blend and compound natural asphalt 
with residual oil asphalt to produce a product for making 
paving material, roofing, shingles, mastic tiles and 
chemical acid proofing.

Five-Year Economic Programme. “ The present 
five-year economic programme is drawing to an end at 
a cost of at least $8,000,000 more than originally 
estimated. The tentative programme for 1955-60 is 
expected to cost just over $71,000,000. The main 
features will be road building, health projects, public 
buildings, irrigation and drainage, water and electric 
schemes.

Port-of-Spain Water Problem. “ The current 
dry season has once again brought its water problem to 
Port-of-Spain. There has been drought in recent weeks 
and a normal consumption of 8,000,000-9,000,000 gallons 
a day has sunk to about 1,000,000-1,500,000 gallons.

As is customary at this time of the year the annual 
lament for the Caura dam is heard but little seems to be 
done about it. Some emergency wells are to be sunk 
in the Queen’s Park Savannah, but what we need is a 
completed and efficient water supply, and it would 
seem that the sooner the Government tackles this 
problem the better for everybody. It is believed that 
the Government intends to complete the Caura dam 
provided the Port-of-Spain City Council decides to take 
their supply from this source. It is also believed that 
that is the fly in the ointment, but why it should be so, 
the man in the street has no idea. It strikes him as 
being a poor thing that abundant water descends upon 
Trinidad, but that for the lack of co-ordinated policy 
it cannot be captured.

Trinidad Loan. “ A brighter side of the picture, 
however, is that the Trinidad Administration stands 
11&n n ^le esleem the London money market when 

a $20,000,000 loan was over-subscribed in five minutes. 
I he loan is for the completion of Trinidad’s 1950-55 
five-year economic programme.

Port-of-Spain Traffic. “ Port-of-Spain, a city 
where taxi drivers and private motorists are a law unto 
themselves, has now earned the sobriquet of ‘the city 
o speed. Pedestrians are in a hurry, horse-and-cart 
drivers are m a hurry, cyclists are in a hurry and so 
are the drivers of motor vehicles. There are some 
roads in the city where, although the speed limit is 

U m.p.h. it is a common sight to see cars travellingat 
speeds well up in the fifties. The magistrates are per- 
ormmg a thankless job by imposing severe penalties 

on delinquents brought before them, but by present 
standards it seems that it will be along time before any 
real improvement can be achieved.

^U^ar’, The 1954 crop has been completed with a 
record _ output of 172,700 tons, which is 13,000 tons 
more than ever produced before. The workers on most 
estates have celebrated the ‘ crop over ’ with fetes and 
parades of decorated animals and carts.

Governor Proceeds on Leave. “The Governor,
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Sir Hubert Rance, and Lady Rance, left earlier this 
month in the liner s.s. Golfilo for a vacation in England. 
A large crowd comprising representatives from all walks 
of life assembled at the tourist bureau to bid them good­
bye and it is the fond hope of all that they enjoy a well 
earned rest, for truly they both work extremely hard 
when they are on duty.

Income Tax Levy. “ Due to an oversight, the 
Government has neglected to collect 10 per cent, of its 
income tax from taxpayers in Trinidad since 1947. 
This comprises a special levy to aid the cocoa industry 
authorized in 1936, suspended in 1943, authorized again 
in 1947, but forgotten since then. Fortunately, the 
Government has published a bill to abolish the levy 
entirely, much to the relief of the taxpayer.

Greyhound Racing. “ The Government has 
accepted in principle a proposal to erect a stadium for 
greyhound racing at Mucurapo in Port-of-Spain. If 
the stadium is built the concessionnaires will have the 
right to run sweepstakes and pari-mutuels in the same 
way that the Trinidad Turf Club runs these events for 
horse racing.

Bananas. “ Work has begun on a nursery for 
50,000 banana suckers expected to arrive shortly from 
Jamaica for the Government’s new banana scheme, and 
negotiations with a U.K. importer are expected to be 
concluded very shortly. In a few years time it is hoped 
that exports will reach between 10,000 and 15,000 tons oi 
bananas every fortnight.

Life Saving Feat. “ Three fishermen on the north 
coast had a narrow escape from drowning when a smal 
boat from which they were fishing overturned. A young 
man straightaway plunged into the deep water and 
single handed rescued the three men. It was necessary 
hr him to go into the water three times. The teat was 
the more remarkable since the rescue took place attei 
dark by the aid of torchlights and the drowning men 
were fully 50 yards from the shore. This is, indeed, a 
performance worthy of the highest praise.

Tuberculosis Association. “ The Trinidad and 
Tobago Association for the Prevention of Tu ere 
is now busily engaged in building new quarters tor we 
improvement of the ex-patients’ rehabilitation schem . 
There are now 190 part-time social workers engaged 
the furtherance of this scheme which is doing a X 
great deal to enable ex T.B. patients to lead a happy and 
useful life.”

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For ^^ead 
April production of crude oil and « - g 
gasoline amounted to 267,557 barrels.
.United British Oilfields of

bon for five weeks ended May 3rd was ,
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Lt . 

cnide oil output for April was 27o,674 barrels.
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of^Apn 

crude oil production, from own fields on y, 
t° 529,749 barrels.

British Honduras Situation

Mr. Lyttelton’s Statement in the Commons

Tn the House of Commons on May 26th, the Secretary 
X of State for the Colonies, Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, made 
the following statement in answer to questions by 
Captain Kerby and Mr. Royle concerning the situation 
in British Honduras :—

“ The elections in British Honduras have resulted in 
the People’s United Party winning eight out of nine 
seats. They polled 64 per cent, of the votes cast, which 
averaged just over 70 per cent, of the electorate. Since 
the election results became known, I have been in con­
sultation with the Governor. The P.U.P. leaders have 
given him an assurance that they are prepared to co­
operate fully in an endeavour to work the Constitution 
in a spirit of loyalty and goodwill. They are prepared 
to take the oath of allegiance freely and without reserva­
tion. j

“ Her Majesty’s Government have, therefore, decided 
that the P.U.P. should be given an opportunity to show 
that they are ready and able to shoulder the responsi­
bilities entrusted to them by the electorate. Accord­
ingly, the plans for the reconstitution of the Governor s 
Executive Council will go ahead. The new Executive 
Council will consist of three ex-officio members, two 
nominated members, and four elected members The 
Governor and his officers are, of course, ready to co­
operate with the elected members and to offer them all 
assistance, within the framework of the Constitution.

“ I have asked the Governor to invite representatives 
of the unofficial members of the Executive Council to 
ffisd London later in the year for talks on the develop- 
ment and progress of the colony. P-U;Pylea^S 
have accepted the invitation. Her Majesty s Govern 
ment hope that all parties will now work together i 
the interest of the country’s development.

B.W.I. Sugar Production

The following particulars of 1952 and 1953 production, 
, estimates of 1954 production and local consumptio , 

? the ^-producing territories which are members 
of the British West Indies Sugar Assoc« sum­
marizes the latest information received by the West 

India Committee :
Crop Results and Forecasts

(long tons of sugar)

* Production W"6» figure, 
f 4,000 shipped in 195*. +

—
Production

Local and 
Neighbouring 
Consumption

Antigua ...
Barbados* ... 
British Guiana 
J amaica 
St. Kitts ... 
St. Lucia ... 
Trinidad ...

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871

50,613
9,203 

137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
240,176 
330,871

51,579 
10,392

152,618

Estimate 
1954 
13,000 

180,000 
242,232 
362,750t 

50,500
8,771t 

172,737t

1953 
2,780

12,645 
16,390 
49,020

3,619 
1,668 

23,060

Estimate 
1954 
1,500 

14,000 
16,600 
45,000

3,700 
1,550 

23,025

907,866 977,744 1,029,990

es at 330 w

109,182

ne gallons/t

105,375

on of sugar.
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West Indies at Westminster

Arms Shipped to Guatemala. Mr. Gower asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he was aware that arms 
were being shipped into British Honduras from the port of 
Stettin in Eastern Europe ; and what steps he was taking to 
prevent that.

Mr. Lyttelton, in his written answer of May 26th, stated that 
his information was that the arms to which he assumed Mr. 
Gower referred were shipped to Guatemala.

Sedition Charges. Mr. Hale asked the Secretary , of State 
for the Colonies how many charges had been preferred in British 
Guiana with reference to the alleged seditious activities of the 
People’s Progressive Party ; and in how many cases convictions 
had been recorded.

Mr. Lyttleton, in a written answer of May 12th, stated that two 
charges were preferred. The jury acquitted one man and since 
charges against the other were of a similar nature, the Crown 
decided not to proceed with the prosecution.

Sugar Export Quotas. Mr. Russell asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what estimate he had made of the effect 
which the decision of the International Sugar Council to reduce 
export quotas by a further five per cent, of the basic export 
tonnages would have on the sugar-producing colonies.

The Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. Hopkinson, 
who replied, stated in a written answer of May 19th that that 
decision did not affect the quotas of Commonwealth exporting 
countries. In so far as it helped to maintain the free market 
price it should benefit the sugar-producing colonies.

Shipping Services. Mr. Russell asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what progress was being made in improving 
shipping services in the British West Indies.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied, stated in a written answer of May 5th : “ Last October, 
the Governments of the British Caribbean territories issued a 
public invitation to shipping operators to tender for the pro­
vision of regular inter-island services. The tenders received 
are now under detailed examination by the colonial Govern­
ments concerned.”

British Guiana Constitution Commission. Mr. Roland 
Robinson asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies when he 
expected to receive the report of the British Guiana Constitution 
Commission ; and when he intended to publish it

In a written reply of April 7th, Mr. Lyttelton said that he 
had not yet had any indication of when the commission would 
submit its report. He could not say, categorically, whether 
publication would take place without seeing the report but the 
natural assumption was that it would be published. ’

Housing in Trinidad. Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, on April 7th, what the policy of the 
Irinidad Colonial Government was in regard to the provision 
of housing for the working classes ; what loans were available 
for persons to build their own houses ; and how far subsidies 
from State or local funds were available for government-built 
houses.

Mr. Lyttelton said that a housing policy committee was set 
up last year by the Trinidad Government and its report due 
shortly, was expected to include recommendations regarding 
the provision of housing for the working classes. Housing 
loans were made to sugar workers from the Sugar Industry 
Labour Welfare Fund up to a maximum of $1,000 per person 
and by the Government Housing Loans Board to civil servants • 
loans might also be obtained through the Building and Loans 
Association. Government funds were used to subsidize the 
slum clearance and rehousing schemes carried out bv the Plan­
ning and Housing Commission. y

e Jamaica. Mr. Orbach asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he would make a statement 
on the raids made by local police on the offices of the Jamaican 
Federation of Trade Unions and the People’s Education Organiza-

°" the °"'“ Jamaican Woxnen^s

Meister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. Hopkinson 
publ^ °LMay 5th that the searches were for
Tamaki TTnd^M ^P^tron was prohibited under the 
Jamaica Undesirable Publications Law. In the premises which 

included the offices of the Jamaica Federation of Trade Unions 
and the People’s Education Organization the police found a 
considerable volume of Communist literature but no prohibited 
publications.

While there had been no separate search of the offices of the 
Jamaican Women’s Assembly (which were believed to be in 
the same building) the home of its president was searched on 
March 27th and a prosecution for being in possession of pro­
hibited documents was pending against her.

Mr. D. Jones asked the reason for the raid on March 22nd on 
the offices of the People’s Educational Organization of Jamaica; 
what evidence was found of Communist propaganda ; and how 
far that organization was connected with the Extra-Mural 
Department of the University of the West Indies.

Mr. Hopkinson’s written answer of May 5th stated that the 
offices of this organization were searched under a search warrant 
for publications whose import was prohibited under the Jamaica 
Undesirable Publications Law. A considerable volume of 
Communist literature was found, but no prohibited publications. 
There was no connexion between the People’s Education 
Organization and the Extra-Mural Department of the University 
College of the West Indies.

Grants and Gifts to British Honduras. Mr. T. Reid 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on May 12th, the 
total amount of grants in aid and special gifts given by the British 
taxpayers to British Honduras since 1931.

Mr. Lyttleton stated that the total sum was ¿3,675,344 
comprising the following items :—

Grants in aid ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,122,165
Colonial Development and Welfare schemes ... 2,382,896 
Hurricane, 1931. Remission of outstanding loan ... 106,388
Loss on currency revaluation, 1950 ... ... ... 63,895

¿3,675,344

Mr. Reid then asked : “In view of this enormous generosity 
on the part of the British taxpayer to 75,000 people, seeing that 
we have about 90,000,000 in our dependencies, may I ask if the 
right hon. Gentleman has any hope that these people will give up 
the will o’ the wisp of Communism and co-operate with the 
Government in improving their prospects ?

Mr. Lyttleton replied : I do not think the hon. Gentleman 
is correct in attributing the present situation in British Honduras 
to Communism. While I breathe I still hope.

U.K. Sugar Beet Factory. Mr. Hurd asked the Minister 
of Agriculture on April 20th if the departmental inquiry’ into the 
proposal for establishing a beet sugar factory in the South of 
England had been completed ; and with what result.

Sir 1 homas Dugdale said that the inquiry was not yet complete.
Questioning further, Mr. Hurd said : “ The time this is taking 

is disappointingly long. Can the Minister assure us that the 
facts emerging from the inquiry about a sugar beet factory 
m the south of England will be given to the House before Ministers 
come to a decision ? ”

Thomas replied : “ The group has not yet finished its 
deliberations on the subject. I hope that the study will be 
completed some time during the next month or so. I will 
, see what steps we can take to bring the results of the 

deliberations before the House.”
Mp- N- Evans asked Sir Thomas if he would give an under­

taking that the needs and interests of the countries within the 
colonial Commonwealth, which were often dependent upon 
a single-crop economy—such as the West Indies, which was 
dependent on sugar—would be kept in mind.

bu I homas said that those were the kind of points which, 
no doubt, were being considered.

, Pf Anti&ua Cotton. Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary 
ot state for the Colonies whether he was aware of the dissatisfac­
tion being expressed by the workers of Antigua at the price 
being received in the territory just now for Sea Island cotton, 
and what steps were being taken to protect the interest of the 
islanders in a new agreement when the present agreement come» 
tOAT end m ^^t of this year.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who
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replied, stated in a written answer of May 5th that he understood 
that there had been some dissatisfaction with the current price. 
In future, sales would be made through ordinary trade channels 
and he understood that the West Indian Sea Island Cotton 
Association was taking measures to ensure orderly marketing.

Barbados Population Problem. Mr. T. Reid asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what steps had been taken 
by the Government and Legislature of Barbados to deal with their 
population problem, as there are about 1,300 people to the 
square mile in that colony.

In a written answer of May 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that a 
committee of both Houses of the Legislature was considering 
the problem of over-population. Meanwhile the Barbados 
Government was concentrating on increasing production and 
expanding the economy of the island.

Surgeon’s Salary. Mr. Rankin asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he was aware that the Govern­
ment of Trinidad was advertising for a thoracic surgeon for the 
Caura Sanatorium at a salary of ¿1,200 to ¿1,300 a year ; that 
that salary was lower than the lowest salary scale for a consultant 
in thoracic surgery in this country ; and whether he would advise 
the Government of Trinidad to increase the salary to bring it 
into line with the standard in this country.

In a written answer of May 26th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
he would consult the Governor about the salary of that post, 
but he would point out that the salary was only one of many 
factors to be taken into account when drawing comparisons with 
this country.

British Guiana Situation. Mr. Roland Robinson asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies what was the present 
situation in British Guiana ; and what recent threats there 
had been to sabotage the colony’s dyke system.

In a written answer of April 7th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
there had been demonstrations in Georgetown in connexion 
"ith the arrest of Dr. Jagan on April 3rd. In the course of those 
demonstrations about 40 persons were arrested. The strike on 
sugar estates called by the P.P.P. showed signs of spreading. 
The Governor reported that the situation was under control 
and that the morale and behaviour of the police had been first 
class.

As regards the second part of the question, there were reports 
that P.P.P. agents had been instructed to open the sluice gates 
at high tide in Georgetown. Precautions were taken, but no 
attempts had so far been made.

A further statement on the situation in the colony was made 
°n April 14th by Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial 
Affairs, who, replying to Miss Lee, said : “ Since the statement 

by my right hon. Friend last Wednesday, there have been 
further demonstrations in Georgetow n and the county of Berbice 
following the re-arrest of Dr. Jagan on April 5th. During these 
disturbances two members of the police force were injured and 
some arrests were made. Some waterfront workers went on 
strike on April 9th, but the situation on the sugar estates has 
returned to normal, except for one estate where a few men 
remain on strike, and another where cane cutters went on strike 
011 April 12th. The situation in the colony generally is quiet.

Defence for P.P.P. Members. Sir Leslie Plummer asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 14th whether 
f was satisfied that Dr. Jagan and other members of the 
People’s Progressive Party who had been arrested were financially 

, to provide for their adequate defence ; and if he would 
®ake arrangements to provide them with legal advice and aid.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
¡ePlied, said that to judge from previous experience, there seemed 

be little doubt that the persons concerned were quite capable 
poking after themselves in that respect. T

sir Leslie then asked : “Is the Minister aware that Dr. jaoan 
Burnham were only able to return to British Guiaaa 

c°®thls country as a result of the generosity of PeoP?® 
Wry and that Mr sidney King and other defendants who 

eanoiaCquitted thc other day were only abl® S ?e dcintleman 
X1 generosity in this country ? Will the right hon. Gende“a* 

that justice should not be denied to people
¿i110 means in British Guiana, any more than it is denied t 

Pe m the same position in this country ? „ T;igan
and¿Hopkinson said that the fact remained that D r. J g 
& Bun*am were able to take a six months of the 
Ww°n monwealth. somehow or other and were ab 
ceedin defend two members of the P. • ‘ mn?arv

m British Guiana quite recently, and in the summary 

complaints against Dr. Jagan and seven others for holding an 
illegal procession only a day or so ago the defendants were 
represented by five counsel.

Trinidad Factory Legislation. Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 14th how many 
cases there were in the last annual period of prosecutions in 
the territory of Trinidad for non-observance of the factory 
legislation.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied, said that there were eight during 1953.

Mr. Jones then asked : “ Is it not a little surprising that there 
are not more prosecutions in this territory in view of the number 
of inspectors which the right hon. Gentleman has claimed that 
there are in the territory and the reports which are coming 
from them about the conditions under which the workers have 
to work ? ”

Mr. Hopkinson said that there were only eight prosecutions, 
but a conviction was obtained in each case.

Respiratory Diseases among Cotton Workers. Mr. D. 
Jones asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what protec­
tion was afforded the workers in the cotton-ginning factories in 
Antigua against the inhaling of cotton dust; and how far, under 
the colony’s ordinances, there was a statutory obligation on the 
part of the employers to provide the workers with such protection.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who 
replied, stated in a written answer of May 5th that gauze masks 
were provided to workers in cotton ginneries, when stained 
cotton was being ginned. There was at present no statutory 
obligation requiring employers to provide workers with such 
protection, but factories legislation which would oblige employers 
to provide for the safety, health and welfare of their workers 
was under consideration.

A further question was put by Mr. D. Jones to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies when he asked if he would give figures 
showing the incidence of respiratory diseases in workers in the 
cotton-ginning factories of Antigua ; and how the incidence 
of respiratory diseases in that territory compared with the 
incidence in other territories with a cotton-ginning industry.

In a written answer of May 12th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that no 
statistics were available to show the incidence of respiratory 
disease among the 25-30 employees engaged for three months 
each year in cotton ginneries, but the medical histories of those 
employees indicated that the incidence of such disease amongst 
them was no higher than among the general population.

Respiratory Diseases among Wood Workers. Mr. D. 
Iones asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies how far there 

was a statutory obligation on the part of the employers in the 
wood-working industry in Jamaica to provide the workers with 
protection, by means of goggles and respirators, from dust and 
shavings thrown round by the operation of the machines.

Mr. Hopkinson, Minister of State colonial Affaiis, who 
replied, stated in a written answer of May SLh, that thes la 
required that all practicable measures should be taken to Protect 
persons employed in factories against inhalation of dust or 
other impurities and to prevent such impurities accumulating 
in any workroom. In applying this regulation, factory inspectors 
reauired provision of respirators for workers in the woodworking 
industry who were exposed to the risk of inhaling dust or shavings. 
The provYsion of goggles was recommended in certain circum- 
<+ances but was not enforceable by law.A further Question was put by Mr. D. Jones to the Secretary

country. 12+h M Lyttelton stated that noIn a written answer of May 12th Mr.^y j
figures were available^ No cas^ Government Jo£ Jamaica 
of the Marketing P snfferin» from any respiratory disease 
who had Departments saw mills or
S °and°therePwas no reason to suppose that such d.sease 
was prevalent in other saw mills.

_ • fnr Membership of the West India Committee,
The subscription f 10s per annum for individuals

IF on January 1st.
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Company Reports and Meetings

Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd.
The directors, in their report for the year ended December 

31st, state that the profit, before making provision for taxation, 
but after providing for expenditure in Trinidad and London, 
and for depreciation, is ¿259,588. To this is added the profit 
on sale of investments, etc., of ¿740 and the balance brought 
forward from last year of ¿70,076 making a total of ¿330,404. 
From this has to be deducted reserve for taxation on current 
profits of ¿153,233, appropriation to amortization reserve for 
oil rights, etc., of ¿21,425, and ¿27,894 for transfer to general 
reserve, leaving ¿127,852. An interim dividend of 7^ per cent, 
less tax, was paid on January 15th, amounting to ¿11,876, and 
out of the balance of ¿115,976, the directors recommend the
payment of a final dividend of 30 per cent., less tax, which will 
absorb ¿47,503, leaving ¿68,473 to be carried forward.

In his annual statement, which accompanies the report, the 
chairman, Mr. Jack E. Duckham, says : “ As I stated in my 
letter to shareholders in January of this year, the total produc­
tion of crude oil would show a marked improvement over the 
barrelage of 1952. The end of year figures were as follows : 
681,021 barrels in 1953, compared with 518,768 barrels for 1952— 
an increase of over 31 per cent.

“Now that the accounts themselves are completed, the trading 
profit shows an even greater improvement and is nearly double 
that of 1952. There are four main reasons for this. The 
increased crude oil produced which has come from the new deep 
wells to the Herrera Sands on the Wilson field. This crude 
is of a better quality, and thus commands a higher price. 
Drilling of the deep wells on the Wilson field has been carried 
out economically and expeditiously. In addition there was no 
drilling undertaken on the Cruse field during 1953.

This brings me on to the exploitation activities on these 
two fields and other of our fields in 1953, and the position we 
foresee during 1954.

I would firstly like to make the position of our producing 
wells on the Wilson field quite clear. Thirty-three wells were 
drilled and produced from the original shallow ‘ Wilson ’ oil 
sands over thirteen years ago. These ‘ Wilson ’ oil sands lie 
between 1,000 ft. to 3,500 ft. within the property. A further 
twenty wells were drilled into these same sands between 1943 
and 1953. None of these wells have been big producers

“ The Herrera sands lie some 9,000 ft. down and are referred 
to as deep wells. Nine thousand feet is, of course, very nearly 
two miles below the ground surface, and thus matters of tech- 
m<l?% expense and risk become all-important. The first deep 
well Wilson 53, went down in 1952. Deep wells Wilson 54 
and 56 were completed in 1953, and in 1954 we shall have the 
benefit of the added production from Wilson 56, which compares 
very favourably with its two forerunners, wells 53 and 54 A 
new deep well is ready to start drilling, and we anticipate drilling 
a second deep hole m the current year. 13

“These deep wells abut the area in which ‘Wilson’ wells 
have been developed in the past, and a further programme of 
shallow wells is in suspense whilst deep drilling is in hand and 
continues to bring in valuable information concerning the shallow 
S LT3, Lcl.

For the first time, the crude oil produced from the Wilson 
fi n°W ®xceedinS the production from the Cruse field
m WeUs °* the Cruse field are now over 20‘years

old and the last new well to be drilled was completed in January 
1953 Last year I told you that the declining production had 
of d’ aS 1^ jaS been ?ecided to take production in some
of the oldei wells from sands previously shut off and not pro- 
duced A technique called ‘ gravel pack ’ has been on devekm- 
Ke^nltih8 m Pnrent Sands whlch are troublesome in production 
Resuits have been encouraging. It is anticipated*^ that this 
technique when applied to our older wells in the future will 
materially improve production, and should enhance the prospects 
for the resumption of drilling intermediary wells, which mav 
then become economically worthwhile. may

“ This review of the Cruse field thus deals with the orient 
production and drilling plans for the known oil horizons The 
Projects of deeper production are still considered demote in 
the highest geological circles. ore in

On our Balata Block a third well was drilled in iqcq i 
several thin oil sands were found between 4,400 to 4,725 ft 

But, regrettably, salt water was in close juxtaposition, and 
renders economic production from this well as remote. How­
ever, a further well may be drilled there shortly.

“ On our Tabaquite field there have been no developments. 
A test well was drilled near our eastern boundary to a depth of 
11,500 ft. by another company. We believe that it encountered 
no oil or gas reservoirs of any value, and was subsequently 
abandoned. The unpredictable character of oil formations in 
Trinidad prevents anything being taken for granted, and the 
existence of a major geological fault between this adjoining 
eastern area and our Tabaquite field is recognized by leading 
geologists. Therefore, our plans to prove that deeper oil exists 
under the old field still remain active.

“ Our Agatha Acham and Lizard Spring blocks still await 
development, and these are to a degree dependent upon the 
exploitation of properties and formations associated with or 
allied thereto.”

After dealing with the accounts, Mr. Duckham concluded: 
“ World price for petroleum crude and refined products, which 
although not unsatisfactory at present, is perhaps less predictable 
to-day than in recent years.

“ The trading profit position for 1954 to date is satisfactory. 
The results of the two new deep wells on the Wilson field will 
be of importance in the current year, but your board feel con­
fident, however, that it will be possible to maintain payment 
of an interim dividend later in the present year.”

Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.
The report of the directors and the statement of accounts 

for the year 1953 were posted to shareholders on June 4th.
They are accompanied by a review of operations and a state­

ment by the chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell, who writes as 
follows : “ For Bookers, 1953 was altogether a most anxious 
and difficult year. A year of falling sugar prices, of falling 
freight rates for our shipowning interest, and of more acutely 
competitive conditions for our trading companies ; all against 
a darkened background of political upheaval in British Guiana.

None the less, from the directors’ report you can see that the 
distributable profits for the year (including negligible capital 
profits) were ¿507,556 after providing ¿100,000 against sugar 
estates expenditure unavoidably deferred by strikes, compared 
to ¿612,715 in 1952 which included capital profits of ¿161,830, 
net current assets have increased by ¿450,000 ; we had over 
¿600,000 in the bank at December 31st; and it is recommended 
that last year’s distribution to shareholders be repeated—in the 
form of a total ordinary dividend of Is. 6d. per share. As the 
review of operations tells, our sugar crop and trading turnover 
were records again ; and rum sales kept pace with the year 
before. P P

These results in a hard year pay tribute to managers and 
staff throughout the Booker Group much more vividly than can 
the conventional phrases of a chairman’s speech ; and tribute 
indeed to our labour force in British Guiana who, when the 
politically dictated strikes were ended, showed very clearly th®11 
wish to work and to work well, for in December, after all the 
political alarums and excursions, they turned out the most sugar 
that has ever- been produced in British Guiana in that month' 
Every shareholder will feel a sense of personal gratitude an 
appreciation for the devoted endeavours of the managemen - 
staff and labour of Bookers operating companies. "

and °ther employment costs further increased ) 
¿200,000 during 1953 to reach almost ¿3,500,000, which I "J 
sure you will think well earned ; even though the total 
distribution for the year has had to remain at about ¿200,00^ 
a very modest return of 2£ per cent net on the shareholde 
funds used in the business. The group policy of the impf°' , 
ment of housing and the development of social services anu 
amenities continues unabated.

British Guiana’s Needs . .
“ I have heard people silly enough to suggest that it 

have been a good thing ‘ politically ’ if Bookers had had a ba“ 
year in 1953 and had not paid a dividend. Good for who> 
^ot for the shareholders ; not for staff and labour whose h' 

ood depends on the continued financial support of shareho 
and who would obviously choose to work for an efficient



June, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 177

prosperous business rather than a withering one ; in truth, our 
labour force must be feeling exasperated that they lost more 
than ¿250,000 in wages owing to futile political strikes that were 
none of their seeking. Certainly not for the people of British 
Guiana who never needed British understanding, British interest 
and British money more ; and who cannot expect these to be 
forthcoming unless confidence in British Guiana is firmly re­
established. I said this recently to the Press in British Guiana. 
[See Circular for March, page 68.]

The Aim of Political Wolves

" It would be wrong to conceal from you that your board are 
worried—very worried—about the political future in British 
Guiana. This may bring comfort to the not entirely harmless 
lunatics who preach that Bookers doing badly will somehow 
benefit the colony ; and to those politicians there whose highest 
aim seems to be to overthrow and to destroy all that is established, 
all that is creative and constructive, all that is good and all 
that is British in British Guiana, in order to achieve for them­
selves personal power in a social, economic and political structure 
utterly foreign to the Guianese and bound, I believe, to lead to 
their ruin.

" It must not be thought that we fear Guianese nationalism. 
We want to see, and we are doing all we can to help to bring 
about, the day when Guianese are in charge of their own affairs 
and masters of their own fate ; but that is not to say that we 
must help to throw the people to a pack of political wolves who 
wait with slobbering jaws to strengthen themselves upon their 
unsuspecting prey. Nor do we seek—above all we do not seek— 
a' reactionary ’ Government in British Guiana ; we are not so 
complacent as to think that conditions were better in the past 
or could not be much better in the future. To quote from a 
letter which I wrote to the New Statesman and Nation, and which 
they were good enough to publish :—

‘"British Guiana is a most imperfect place. But its imper­
fections are of nature—not Britain or bauxite or Bookers, who 
are doing their best in formidably difficult physical and economic 
conditions. The wonder is not that life in British Guiana is not 
Utopian, but that life and production can exist there at all. 
Its coastal belt lying below sea-level,- a man-made environment 
reclaimed from the sea by great technical skills and at huge 
capital expense, fighting a perpetual battle against water, and 
for years against starvation prices for colonial produce it is 
remarkable that inhabited British Guiana can support its ever­
growing population at even their present standard of living, low 
35 it is compared with more fortunate countries.
. “ ‘ Owing to its physical uniqueness there can be no alternative 
m British Guiana to large-scale planned agriculture. Destroy 
confidence, drive out capital and skills, and you leave nothing 
hut swamps and starvation.’

Britain’s Immense Fund of Goodwill

“We would welcome a progressive Government of Guianese 
f°r Guianese, a Government able to offer leadership, generate 
confidence, harmonize the qualities and the aspirations of the 
African, Indian and other peoples there, and create the con- 
o’tions in which Bookers—and other providers of the external 
^Pital and skills which British Guiana will need for many a 
¡lay—could play their full part for the good of all. Such a 
government, realizing the physical obstacles to their country s 
becoming an independently viable economic unit—let alone the 
Problems of defence—would surely regard it as being over- 
«helmingly in British Guiana’s interest to remain within the 
British Commonwealth. For there is in Great Britain a 
■nimense fund of goodwill towards the people of British Guiana 
Jnd of other so-called ‘ backward ’ or ‘ under-developed 
countries; a real desire to fulfil social and economic responsi­
bilities towards them ; and a great eagerness to help them to 
Progress and to develop their resources. Nowadays colon 
oevelopment need in no way be identified with colonial domina 
¡on. But coionjai peopies cannot have it both ways , Y

to ‘ 8° * alone ’ and’ in. the SiTe
Britain is not sufficiently assisting them wit 8 

such °ans and other enlightened and indispensable measures 
o, the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. Neito of 

stiS?’ Can Great Britain have it both ways ; .sh® Ca ^itories 
S^^ite and well-disposed Governments in these territories, 

fruitful markets for British exports, unless she gives,un 
»y the economic assistance essential to raise their 

Vln§ standards.

“ Since the suspension of the Constitution of British Guiana 
in December last. Government has been carried on by the 
Governor with an interim constitution consisting of an Executive 
and a Legislative Council on which all the Unofficial Members 
are nominated. We do not know how long this arrangement 
will last; nor of course do we know what changes from the 
suspended Constitution, if any, the Constitution Commission, 
now labouring, will soon recommend. But it is difficult to see 
what constitutional forms or devices can enable honest, truthful, 
progressive politicians of goodwill to woo the undiscriminating 
voter from the quite unattainable material promises of politicians 
unencumbered by the truth, who are ready to mislead and 
intimidate him—or her—with distortion and misrepresentation 
of the attitudes and actions of all save themselves.

Board’s Policy

“ So doubt and uncertainty cloud our vision of the future in 
British Guiana. But it would not be the wish, or the interest, 
of shareholders that we should run away at the sign of trouble. 
Our policy must be, so long as politics do not make it econo­
mically unjustifiable and downright imprudent, to maintain 
our businesses in British Guiana as efficiently and profitably 
as we possibly can. All our staff will wish to know that share­
holders wholeheartedly support this policy as long as it remains 
feasible. However this may be, your board are keenly aware 
of the need that the group should continue to build up, in the 
form of profitable interests elsewhere, ‘ hedges ’ against catas­
trophe in British Guiana should the worst come to the worst, 
the forces of evil prevail there, and British interests be expelled. 
We do not believe that this will happen, but we must guard 
against its happening.

Businesses Inevitably Girt About by Politics

“ Friendly critics told me last year that my chairman’s state­
ment was ‘ too political.’ I am afraid it is more political than 
ever this year. But colonial businesses, indeed I suspect all 
businesses, are nowadays inevitably girt about by politics. It 
is with the political environment that we have to come to terms. 
If the Booker group could operate in a vacuum I could tell 
you that you had no cause for concern, that you could sit back 
and take your dividends in the knowledge that your affairs in 
the United Kingdom, in British Guiana, in Central Africa and 
everywhere we trade, were efficiently and imaginatively managed 
by as good a team of men and women as I believe any business 
can boast—men and women fulfilling with sound judgment 
and with enlightenment their responsibilities to shareholders, 
staff labour and the community. But we cannot operate in a 
vacuum. The world is getting smaller and smaller, the problems 
of one impinge more and more upon all. I think it my duty to 
tell you frankly of the problems, trials and difficulties with which 
we, in Bookers, have to contend.

“ With the future of British Guiana so uncertain, let alone 
the future of the whole world, I hesitate to prophesy about our 
1954 results ; but if the sugar crop does not suffer too badly 
from last year’s interruption of field-work or from bad weather, 
and if political turbulence does not again acutely infect industrial 
activity in British Guiana, your board can hope that the financial 
results will continue to command your confidence in Bookers.

British Guiana Consolidated Goldfields.
In their report for the year ended December 31st the directors 

state that the profit on actual dredging operations for the 
vear after providing ¿43,067 for depreciation and amortization 
and ¿8 488 for interest on the first debenture, amounts to 
/7 986 ’from which has to be deducted provision for British 
Guiana tax of ¿3,000, leaving a total of ¿4,986. After making 

• ’nn /1 r 127 for the interest on the loan on second debenture lefe t a sum to be written off of ¿13,141 Taking 
into account the balance brought forward from last year of 
<14 417 and adding the tax provision in earlier years no longer 
¿14,417 and ada ^ the net loss of ¿2,029 on machinery 

to the h|dro-electric system, 
occasions y f 247 to be carried forward.Therepoataro dredge ihich operated throughout the year 

13 030 fine ounces of gold. Although there were 
recovered , delavs owing to power difficulties, the
some minor dr^>i ^d^ction in gold production was that lower 
“ground“ beworked dWa part of last year. The
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mainly due the fact that total gold production from it during 
last year was only 2,995 fine ounces.

The yardage dredged during the twelve months by both 
dredges was 2,317,982 cubic yards which produced 16,025 
ounces of fine gold, equivalent to 3.32 grains per cubic yard, 
worth 20.4d. The average net realised price was 246/1 d. per 
fine ounce after payment of British Guiana royalty, freight, etc., 
of 4/3d. per fine ounce. The total operating costs in British 
Guiana including depreciation and amortization were 17.8d. 
per cubic yard.

Transport of parts for the new dredge to be built on the 
Konawaruk has been delayed owing to the prolonged rains, 
which prevented completion of the airstrip. The first experi­
mental flight could not take place until early February, 1954, 
but the air lift is now in full swing. The road from Tumatumari 
to the camp and dredge erection site was completed during the 
year.

Following detailed investigation by consultants, your directors 
approved the installation of a hydro-electric power station on 
Tumatumari Falls to supply power to the Potaro and Konawaruk 
dredges. The station will be built and operated by a subsidiary 
company, the Potaro Hydro-Electric Company, which is now 
being formed in British Guiana in partnership with the Colonial 
Development Corporation.

Under an agreement dated September 2nd, 1948, the Colonial 
Development Corporation was granted the right to require the 
company at any time up to September 2nd, 1953, to issue to it 
2,053,710 “ B ” ordinary shares of 2s. each in full satisfaction 
and discharge of a loan of ¿205,371 made to the company, and 
secured by a debenture dated December 10th, 1948, charging 
the company’s undertaking and all its assets. Under the 
conditions of the above debenture an amount of ¿26,667 has 
been repaid to the corporation to date. The directors have had 
discussions with the officials of the corporation with the view to 
modifying the conditions applicable to the repayment of the 
loan, keeping in view that the corporation option expired on 
September 2nd, 1953, and it has been mutually agreed that the 
following alterations should be made :—

(1) That in place of the requirements with regard to a sinking 
fund for the redemption of the loan, which under the 
present conditions of the debenture would commence on 
December 10th, 1953, the net loan of ¿178,704, i.e. the 
original loan of ¿205,371 less repayment of ¿26,667 
should remain as a fixed loan until December 31st 1956* 
Repayment of the net loan would be made in fifteen 
annual instalments, the first instalment falling due on 
December 31st, 1956. &

(2) The option rights of the corporation to convert into “ B ” 
ordinary shares would be extended until December 31st, 

exercisable at any time up to that date 
of the m — p-t

would.be

T f® directors consider this arrangement will be a beneficial 
one for the shareholders, as it will provide by the postponement 
of the annual repayments additional working capital for the 
company during the period when it is particularly required i e 
prior to the dredge now being built on the Konawaruk river 
becoming operational. nver

A resrfution was submitted at the annual general meeting to 
ratify the above agreement. to

In moving the adoption of the report and accounts at the 
armual general meeting held in London on May 3rd, the chairman 
Mr. J. Roland Robinson, M.P., said: “The ODeAtin^™^^^ 
Sthm^i H95^ “iq«*’000 leSS than that obtained "for 1952* 
Although during 1953 our dredging yardage exceeded 1QS9 iT- 
bve/40 000 CeTl” thie.pr°ceed.s from bullion dredged were k>we?

Th? plain fact 1S’ as 1 Pointed out in my speech 
tiknnd g?^ral meet’n"- we were operating in excep­
tionally rich ground in 1952. In 1953 we had of necessltv to 
operate in relatively low grade ground, the averagZ trains 
burned pei cubic yard for the year being 3.32 comparecí with 

5.27 in 1952 This means a reduction of approximatelv 1/ 
per cubre yard, the ground being 37 per cent less rich than 
in the previous year. Tnan

“The other factor which affected the amount we realiza 
/option 7^ ^40 

price of our total production fell from ¿12 15s. 7d. per fine ounce 
to ¿12 6s. Id., a drop of 9s. 6d.

Growth of Costs

“ The operating costs have again increased in terms of money. 
This rise is due once again to the increased costs of materials 
and labour. Despite this increase, our total field costs, including 
full provision for depreciation and amortization over the life 
of the plant and property, amounted to 17.8d. per cubic yard 
as compared with 23d. the previous year. These lower costs 
per cubic yard are a measure of the importance in dredging 
activities of obtaining the maximum yardage per annum of 
which the dredges are capable.

“ A great part of our costs in the interior of British Guiana 
do not vary directly with the dredge operations and, therefore, 
are in the nature of fixed costs which are running throughout 
the year, and can only be profitably covered by continuous and 
active dredging operations. The balance between controlled 
costs and increased output is one of the major problems which 
our management in the field have to solve year by year.

“ Your directors regret that in the circumstances they have 
been unable to recommend the payment of a dividend for 1953. 
Your company is now in the middle of a development programme 
which will strain its finances to the utmost, but which when 
complete will, your directors feel, result in substantial annual 
profits in future.

“ The areas in British Guiana over which we hold mining 
rights remain substantially the same. Our drilling activities 
during 1953 have been confined largely to the Konawaruk and 
Mowassie areas. No gold deposits suitable for dredging have 
been located in the Mowassie area, but further deposits located 
in the middle Konawaruk have been taken into the reserves. 
As a result our proved or partly proved reserves in the Mahdia, 
Potaro and Konawaruk now total 58,500,000 cubic yards at an 
average value of 3.43.

New Power Station

At our annual general meeting last year I referred to the 
increasing interest we were taking in the possibility of erecting 
a hydro-electric power station on the Potaro river at Tuma- 
tumari. We were able to make arrangements for the civil 
engineering work, and these operations started in December,

“ Once again we decided to apply to the Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation for assistance, and I am glad to tell you that 
the directors of the corporation approved our scheme and under­
took to finance it to the extent of ¿285,000, of which ¿240,000 
will be by way of loan on debenture repayable over 11 years, 
and the balance of ¿45,000 in equity capital. We decided that 
the operations should be carried on through a British Guiana 
incorporated company. Your company will hold the majority 
of the equity capital, viz., ¿55,000, and, therefore, the hydro­
electric company will be a subsidiary of this company, but its 
operating control will be centred in the colony. We have 
satisfactory reports of the progress being made with the civil 
engineering work, and up to date we have no reason to think 

laAp, installation will not be completed according to schedule-
Tne Waddington dredge is still comparatively unproductive, 

although it should be moving into better ground this month. 
However, the Potaro operations are now proceeding in much 
higher-grade ground with the result that we estimate the 
operating profit for the three months is ¿22,000 and after pro- 
viding interest on the unproductive loan we are left with a 
surplus of ¿16,500. We have, therefore, got away this year to 
a good start which we have every reason to hope will be main­
tained throughout the year.”

South African Sugar

t suSar production in South Africa for the
^4-r>5 season is 781,500 tons. This figure is subject 

to adjustment as milling proceeds, and the extraction 
ra io becomes known, and as the total quantity of cane 
to be harvested during the season is more accurately 
assessed Ihe preliminary estimate of cane to be 
harvested, published in the April issue of The South 
Ajrican Sugar Journal, is 6,900,000 tons.

would.be
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West Indian Passenger List Home arrivals from the West Indies, in 
J. Le Jeune), Plymouth, May 1st:—-

s.s. Antilles (Captain

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain 

J. A. Carter), Liverpool, May 11th :—
Mr. &Mrs. T. F. Duncan Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Rattray Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Young 
Mrs. W. Jardine

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain
T. Wynne Jones), Liverpool, June 3rd :—
Mr. & Mrs. B. P. Bayley Mrs. E. T. D’Oliviera 
Mr. M. Costello ' Mr. & Mrs. I. H.
Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Dias McRobert

Mrs. B. K. Rayman 
Rev. & Mrs. G. Smith 
Mrs. A. M. Subryan

Sailings to British Guiana, in m.v. Kypros (Captain Turner), 
Liverpool, May 12th :—
Miss H. A. Castle Mr. P. I. Roberts Mrs. E. G. Singh
Miss R. J. Logan Dr. R. Singh

Jamaica Banana Producers Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in m.v. Northern Lights (Captain

K. Meling), London, May 9th :—
Mr. R. G. Bush Miss G. Jonas Mrs. M. Thompson-Evans
Miss M. Field Mr. A. Lankester Mr. V. A. Valentine
Mr. & Mrs. T. M. Hardie Mrs. P. Riddick Miss D. A. Williams
Miss A. Hardie Capt. W. D. Stavert

Saguenay Terminals
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Verna Clausen, Liverpool, 

May 23rd :—
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bradley Mr. B. Taylor Miss S. A. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. K. Maingot Dr. & Mrs. F. Williams

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Boskoop, Ply­

mouth, May 20th
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Lake Mrs. E. A. Theisen Mrs. C. E. Wright

Home arrivals from the West Indies in m.v. Bonaire, Ply­
mouth, May 24th
Mr. & Mrs. I. Puttock Mr. & Mrs. A. Harley Mr. & Mrs. R. Slocombe
Misses C. & J. Puttock Miss D. L. Harley Miss G. Slocombe

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, in 

Lejeune), Southampton, May 7th :— 
J*55 R. Bishop 
Jjiss B. Booker 
Jr- & Mrs. K. Dean 
Jr- E. Evans 
;r- Gangasingh 

M. Hornig 
JL V. Jamadar 
*“• J- Lawrence

West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain J.

Mr. G. Mancini 
Dr. & Mrs. P. Parkes 
Miss E. Read 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Reis 
Miss L. Rigsby 
Miss M. Sanders 
Mr. H. Serville 
Mr. G. Singh

Home arrivals from the West Indies, _ 
K. Lombard), Plymouth, May 19th :— 
Jr- & Mrs. E. B. Adams 
Jr- A. A. Allen 
Jr- R. Alleyne 
Jr- W. Angus 
Mr r R-c- Aqui Jr- A Ashton 
/Lt- E- Bacchus 
v Bagwanden 
Jr. P. Beckies 
Mr 1 iraitkwMte 
u' v C- Brathwaite J • E. Brereton 
Mr’ Brewster 
Mr 's L Browne 
t VS' B- Chapman 
£S’ Chapman 
>, ■ K Chase

E- L. Chin i whltlaU 
Mr r ’ S'Prrani 
Mr a’ £ Clarke

Clatworthy

Mrs cW0»

Mr. c tLt Daw^n 
Mr si ^Ly°n'Betton

ilr-& Mrs. J. Farah

in

Mr. Sitaram
Miss G. Spence 
Mr. W. Sumesar 
Mrs. A. Travers 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Uttlcy 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Van Zandt 
Miss D. Vidler
Mr. & Mrs. H. Wrigley

s.s. Colombie (Captain

Mr. P. M. Findlay 
Mr. & Mrs. P. E. Ford 
Mrs. C. B. Forde 
Mr. A. P. Frank 
Mr. A. E. Gagan 
Mr. A. W. Gerald 
Mr. & Mrs. T. J. Gibson 
Mr. & Mrs. V. R. Gill 
Mr. L. Gopie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Hamer 
Mrs. M. Haqq 
Mr. S. Harrydwar 
Miss M. E. Hartley 
Miss T. Harvey 
Mr. G. Hasmatali 
Mrs. Hassmi-Tetri 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hosein 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hrabec 
Mr. S. Ishmael 
Mrs. E. E. James 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Jardine 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Karamath 
Mrs. G. Keliman 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Kidd 
Mr. L. O. King 
Mr. A. A. King 
Mr. F. R. King 
Mrs. I. E. Lashley 
Mrs. R. Lauchmoncn-

Kempadoo 
Miss K. Loinsworth 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Loinsworth 
Sister M. McKenna 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Mitchell 
Mrs. B. Mitchell

Mr. S. A. Mohipp 
Mr. P. A. Morgan 
Miss I. Nancoo 
Mr. R. Nanton 
Mr. K. Parsad 
Mr. M. Persaud 
Miss V. Phipps 
Mrs. B. M. Pike 
Mr. N. L. Pitt 
Mr. R. Powe 
Mr. B. Ramon-Fortune 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Ramoutar 
Mr. P. Ramsochit-

Chatram
Mrs. L. Ray 
Mr. E. F. Reep 
Mr. W. Rego 
Mrs. M. Reid 
Mr. P. E. Rose 
Mr. A. W. Russell 
Miss S. St. Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Sampson 
Miss E. Samuel 
Mrs. E. Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Saunders 
Mr. B. L. Scott 
Mr. E. Sewlal 
Miss J. Strong 
Mr. U. A. Syne 
Mr. E. A. Triumph 
Mr T. W. Wade 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Weekes 
Mr D. Weekes 
Miss E. Wilson 
Mr. L. Wong

Mr. K. Abrahams
Mr. J. Adams
Mr. & Mrs. J. Agard 
Miss D. Alberga 
Mrs. I. Allen 
Miss N. Allen 
Mr. I. Anderson 
Miss P. Anderson 
Miss E. Antrobus 
Mr. A. Bacchus 
Mr. A. Bacchus 
Mr. M. Barker 
Mr. A. Barlee 
Miss O. Barrett 
Mr. R. Barwitt 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bates 
Mr. S. Baugh 
Mrs. V. Bienman 
Mr. & Mrs. G. P. Boon 
Mr. &Mrs. J. Brackenreed 
Mrs. M. Branch 
Mr. V. Briscoe
Mr. & Mrs. E. Brown 
Miss O. Brown 
Mr. L. Bushell
Mr. &Mrs. M. Callimassias 
Mr. R. Calvert
Mr. & Mrs. W. Cameron 
Miss B. Cameron 
Miss E. Campbell 
Mrs. J. Carr 
Misses F. & J. Carr 
Mrs. H. Cartwright 
Mrs. R. Chambers 
Miss N. Chi 
Mr. A. Chin 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Chopin 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Clatworthy 
Mrs. E. Clement 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clerk 
Mr. E. Clovis 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Craig 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Crook 
Mr. G. David 
Miss A. Dalphinis 
Mr. & Mrs. M. D’Abadie 
Miss N. de Cambre 
Mr. & Mrs. L. de Gannes 
Mr. & Mrs. V. de Verteuil 
Mr. & Mrs. M. de Verteuil 
Mrs. M. de Verteuil 
Miss M. de Verteuil 
Mr. & Mrs. de Verteville 
Mr. M. Dial 
Mrs. M. Dickson 
Miss E. Dickson 
Mr. S. Douglas 
Mrs. D. Dunn 
Miss E. Dunn 
Mrs. E. Dutton 
Miss A. Ellis 
Mr. A. Ferens 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Finch 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Fink 
Mr. & Mrs. J- Fletcher 
Mrs. D. Foley 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Forbes 
Mr. E. Fyffe 
Mrs. M. George 
Mrs. C. Germain 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Godfrey

Miss G. Godfrey 
Mr. C. Gomes 
Mrs. B. Gonsalves 
Mr. & Mrs. G. H. Gordon 
Mrs. C. Green 
Mr. S. Greenidge 
Mrs. D. Hamilton 
Miss M. Hamilton 
Mr. A. Hanna 
Mrs. D. Hares 
Mr. R. Harracksingh 
Miss V. Hawley 
Mr. H. Henderson 
Mrs. L. Hendricks 
Mr. L. Henry 
Mrs. C. Hinds 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hoadley 
Miss E. Hordatt 
Mr. K. Hossain
Mrs. & Mrs. A. Huggins 
Mr. J. Huggins 
Miss M. Hughes 
Mrs. E. Hunte 
Mr. C. Hunter 
Mr. C. Hursty
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hutchinson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. I’Anson 
Mr. D. Irwin 
Mrs. G. Irwin 
Miss I. James 
Mr. E. Johnson 
Mr. C. Joseph
Mr.&Mrs. W. Kensington 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kerr 
Miss L. Leafmans 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Lee 
Mrs. R. Lee 
Mr. E. Le Gall 
Miss V. Le Gall 
Mrs. G. Lewis 
Mrs. M. Linley 
Mrs. E. A. McFarlane 
Mr. R. McKay 
Mr. S. Maharaj 
Mrs. W. Man 
Mr. J. Mangatai 
Mr. N. A. Manswell 
Miss M. Martinez 
Mr. E. Mason 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Massiah 
Mr. M. Massy 
Miss M. Mayhew 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Miles 
Mr. R. Miles 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Mills 
Miss J. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Milne 
Mrs. T. Milne 
Mrs. R. Minott 
Mr. W. Minshall 
Mrs. I. Mitchiner 
Miss S. Mohammed 
Mr. F. Mohammed 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Montano 
Mr. J. Narsing 
Mr. I. Norville 
Mr. D. Nudd
Mr. & Mrs. A. Openshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Overman 
Mrs. C. Owen

Mr. R. Parker 
Mr. C. Perraton 
Mr. S. Pettit 
Mrs. B. Philipson 
Mrs. A. Pickering 
Mr. U. Pierre 
Miss V. Pierre 
Miss J. Pierre 
Mr. J. Pierre Point 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Pitchford 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Pogson 
Mr. E. Powell 
Miss R. Powell 
Mr. R. Prasad 
Mr. L. Preudhomme 
Mrs. M. Price 
Mr. J. Prince 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Psaila 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Pyke 
Miss J. Quesnel 
Mrs. R. Redhead 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Reis 
Miss D. Richards 
Mr. J. Roach 
Mrs. M. Roberts 
Mr. J. Romanes 
Mrs. A. Romanes 
Mr. E. Rowbotham 
Mrs. D. Rowbotham 
Misses B. & T. Saunders 
Mr. L. Scott 
Mr. A. Seebalack 
Miss M. Selby 
Mrs. J. Selman 
Mrs. A. Semple 
Mr. R. Semple 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Sewell 
Mr. F. Sharp 
Mrs. D. Smellie 
Mrs. M. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Southey 
Mrs. C. Southwood 
Mrs. E. Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Stoby 
Mr. C. Sutherland 
Mr. A. Sutton 
Mrs. C. Talbert 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Taylor 
Mr. S. Taylor 
Mrs. V. Tereschenko 
Mrs. J. Thomas 
Mr. L. Todd 
Mrs. A. Tomlin 
Mr. S. Trusty 
Miss R. Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Walters 
Mr. C. Ward 
Mrs. L. Ward 
Miss G. Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Waterworth 
Miss A. Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Webster 
Mr. B. Wharton 
Miss E. White 
Mr. C. Williams 
Mr. C. Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Yearwood 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Young

Home

Fyffes Line
arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica,

s.s. Gavina (Captain

Mr. & Mrs. A. O. Cheape 
Mrs. A. E. Greenhalgh

Mr. & Mrs. C. Arrindell 
Mr. W. M. Bissell 
Mr. & Mrs. C. C. Bushe 
Mr. B. B. Butler

Dr. & Mrs. N. Antonio 
Rev. Canon J. Bartlett 
Rev. D. R. Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Elson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Grant 
Miss J. Grant 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Hart 
Miss E. M. Hobbins

in
T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, May 5th :—

Mr.
Barbados

& Mrs. F. S. Lindon Mr. & Mrs. G. Self

Trinidad 
Miss B. B. Chevallier 
Mr. K. M. Chrysler 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Cook 
Mr. O. Demming

Jamaica 
Mrs. G. Hoyle 
Mrs. I. V. Jacobson 
Miss I. Jacobson 
Wing-Commander L. A.

McIntosh 
Miss R. O. Mackintosh 
Lady Penelope Moss 
Mr. J. E. Osbourne

Mr. & Mrs. F. Eldon 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Littlepage
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

& Mrs. N. MacGregor
& Mrs. S. S. Stone

& Mrs. K. H. Straw
Mrs. G. N. Stringer 
Mrs. C. Thompson 
Miss J. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Valentine 
Miss H. Webster 
Miss M. E. Wenby 
Mrs. R. M. Williams

Matina (Captain F. P.Home arrivals from J arMicajn s.s.
Inch), Southampton, May 9th .
Mr. & Mrs. J. Atkinson Mr. C de Lisser - -R Newton

2 & M. Hudson

(Continued on next page)

Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Mercer
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The Markets
--------  June

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for April, 1954, are as 
follows :—

Stocks and shares. The 
year ago are shown below :— 

Dividend for

latest prices and
11th, 
those

1954 
of a

Imports
In steel drums* ...
In casks and bottles*

Year 
proof gallons 1952

Year
1953

2,686,216
1,444,807

January-April 
1953

1,218,672
479,294

1954
1,811

554,110

Total 7,248,614 4,131,023 1,697,966Latest Price
Quotation June 12t h, 1953

2| 
3|

Consols 
War Loan.............................................

644 
85f

664 
86t

61 
81t

63xd 
82t

10 Angostura Bitters ... 37/6 45/-xd 42/6 47/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/-xd 32/- 34/-
*74 Antigua Sugar Factory ................. 15/- 15/6 14/6 15/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 54/44 56/101 37/6 40/-
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 37/6 40/6xd 33/6 36/6

*15 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 31/9 32/6xd 30/- 32/6xd
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 23/—xd 21/3 23/9xd
8’ British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/74 2/14 1/3 1/9

10& Caroni Ltd. 2/— 3/- 3/6 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/- 21/- 18/9 20/-

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/— 7/- 8/- 4/9 5/6
224 Kern Oil Co. 4/- ................. 15/6 16/6 13/3 14/3
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 38/- 39/6 29/3 30/3
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 2/6 1/6 2/-
14 Royal Bank of Canada $10 320/- 340/- 250/- 270/-

*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/- 54/- 58/9 61/3
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 23/9 25/- 17/6 18/6
374 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 37/- 38/6 20/- 21/—xd

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 23/9 24/9 24/- 25/—
*184 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 24/6 26/- 19/4 21/lOxc

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 21/- 22/- 20/- 21/-
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 4/9 5/9 4/- 4/6

*124 United British Oilfields 6/8 21/3 23/11 22/6 23/9
*6f West Indies Sugar ... 28/6 30/6 22/6 24/6
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6

Exports ... 612,427 786,866
Month of March

236,274

555,921

339,712

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of March)

1953
85,118 

11,718,000

1954
52,987 

9,888,000

January-March 
1953 1954

292,908 237,477

* Not separately distinguished in 1952.

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for April, 1954, are as 
follows :—

* Free of Income Tax.

Cocoa. During the month_ prices have again fluctuated
violently, and at one time Accra cocoa rose to about 550/- per 
cwt. c.i.f., and then fell almost immediately to 480/- c.i.f. There 
has since been a recovery and the quotation to-day is 515/- to 
520/-. Trinidad descriptions have remained in short supply 
with second marks selling at 520/- to 525/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., 
with first marks quoted at 540/- f.o.b. Fine estates Grenada 
has been sold at from 520/- f.o.b. up to 535/- and later down to 
510/-. Shippers are now asking about 520/- f.o.b., but no actual 
business is reported.

Year Year January-April
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius 250,651 250,494 54,996 166,014
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 214,674 256,876
Fiji ................................ 9,220 51,813 8,834 53,389
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 34,453 86,504
Leeward Islands 69,052 68,481 18,228 9,965
Windward Islands 8,955 9.316 3,285 2,005
Barbados 82,147 126,916 10,165 26,751
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 30,641 51,327
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 33,143 67,549
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 ——- 70,904
Puerto Rico 80,006 _ ■ ■ — —
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 158,723 197,866
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 91,831 76,327
Peru 3,831 — — 1,000
Other foreign countries ... 27,430 172,312 49,338 10,819

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 708,311 1,077,296

Month of March January-March
Consumption 1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined ... 511 --- . 6,549 13
Unrefined... 172,719 226,642 510,627 489,86a

Total .................. 173,230 226,642 517,176 489,878
b-1 -1—~

—-

Honey. A few sales have been made of Jamaica f.a.q., no 
guarantee of colour, at 96/- per cwt. f.o.b. Further offers of 
this grade and of the better grades are expected shortly.

Pimento. It is reported that the crop in Jamaica has mainly 
been harvested and the Marketing Department are expected to 
announce their selling price shortly. Pepper has been a very quiet 
market with prices declining for both black and white, especially 
for the more distant positions, in expectation of bigger crops

Ginger. During the latter part of the month under review 
prices have advanced sharply after the steady decline of the last

Jamaica No- 3 grade is offered at from 225/- to
J buyers at 222/6. On the spot No. 3 grade is quoted 

at 235/- per cwt.

Fyffes Line—continued
Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, io 

s.s. Bayano (Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, May 18th:-

Lady Arundell
Miss B. C. Chandler
Miss M. A. Collymore
Mrs. S. Crabtree

Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Belfon
Mrs. G. Cant
Mr. F. Davidson
Mrs. D. De Freitas
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Knight

Mr. & Mrs. G. F. Asprey
Mr. S. Bird

Barbados 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hill 
Mrs. B. M. Hole 
Miss D. E. King 
Rev. S. E. Payne

Trinidad 
Mrs. I. Lau

Mr. & Mrs. D. Spencer
Mrs. M. Stone
Mr. J. M. Tryhane

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

lhe market has continued quiet both in the 
in” and °n the ConHnent. The c.i.f. prices are :
80 s 2/7|, sound unassorted 1/11| and defectives 1/4A Snot 
prices are 80’s 2/9, sound unsorted 1/1 If and defectives 1/5 P

Mace is now in short supply owing to good buying by the 
American market earlier in the year. Whole pale for fulv- 
August shipment is quoted at 8/- c.i.f. and No. 1 broken at 7/4 
Whole pale on the spot is available in small quantities at 9/- per lb'

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter. ~ 
for April, 1954, are as follows :—

The Board of Trade Returns

Imports
Sierra Leone 
Gold Coast
Nigeria ... ...
Western Samoa and Ross Depen­

dency ...
Jamaica ... ...
Windward Islands
Trinidad ... ... ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Netherlands .................
Brazil ... ... ...
Other foreign countries ...

Less powder and butter...

Total Cocoa, Raw

Exports ...

Consumption of raw
Stocks (end of March) ...

cwt.
Year
1952
21,704 

1,038,354
942,712

Year 
1953 
14,340 

1,294,242 
992,268

January-April 
1953 1954
14,294 7,012

796,273 749,590
566,156 748,328

14,724 
39,032 
25,557 
31,194

5,101 
51,714 
15,141 
67,112

27,299 
28,532
35,163
39,721

8,717
34,818

104,901
46,996

6,723 
16,570
23,440 
19,049

958
6,822 
4,091

18,256

15,226 
2,417

26,333 
15,646 
16,342 
55,090

8,523
20,102

2,252,345
182,754

2,626,997
139,679

1,472,632
46,111

1,664,609
76,462

2,069,591 2,487,318 1,426,521 1,588,147

225,365 
Month 
1953

232,825 
567,000

165,095 
of March

1954
277,727
638,000

38,460 40,168
January-March 
1953 1954

706,999 811,856

Mrs. C. J. Gash
Miss M. E. Gauntlett
Miss E. B. Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hayter 
Miss M. A. Hetheringt«:on

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

H. D. McGuire
G. MacLean
& Mrs. P. Roe
& Mrs. Rosher

Jamaica
E. C. Hoy
R. W. Illingworth
& Mrs. H. Jackman
& Mrs. D. Kilgour 
E. G. Levy 
B. Matthews

Mrs. E. R. Murray

Miss P. Rosher 
Miss J. Szekely 
Miss E. Waterhouse 
Miss M. A. Wong

Mrs. M. W. Poveda 
Mrs. P. Redman 
Mrs. D. Sealy 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Skidnw* 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Thorogood
Mr.' A. O. Titford

Mrs. J. WnghtMr. &
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Corrales (Captain F. T. 

Barber), Southampton, May 18th :— 
Mr n LfiBAair L Miss S- B- Hart Mr. J--------
m Mr. & Mrs- G- R- Jones Mr. B. H. Wise
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Fennell

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Philpott), Liverpool, May 18th :—■ 
& X’ ?aIe^ Mrs- R- Lewis-Jones
Miss G. A. Jarvis Miss D. M. McNab

N. Little

Tetela (Captain R-

Mr. & Mrs. I. J- Mag0“ 
Dr. & Mrs. R. A. P»‘

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tortuguero (Captainb 
C. Crane), Liverpool, June Ist:— 
u^tM1 Mr‘ V- McIntyre Captain and MrsE-
Mr. H. M. Brown Miss R Roberts ThomP50“
Mr. A. Lewis Miss E.'Stein F/Lt. & Mrs. G. Wiüia®

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
(Captain T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, May llth:—

Mr. P. J. Barker
Mr. D. C. Drake
Mrs. E. M. FitzSimmons

Mrs. J. Brittain
Miss J. C. Brittain 
Mr. J. M. Fulker 
Mrs. M. N. Gordon

Mrs. I. M. Bligh
Miss M. Eames
Mrs. M. W. Flint
Mr. & Mrs. P. M. Hamill

Barbados
Mr. N. L. Franker
Mr. J. Giorgio
Mr. P. L. Hamnett

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. C. Harrison 
Capt. & Mrs. C. Hughey 
Dr. & Mrs. J. D. Meehan 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Merry

Jamaica
Mr. H. S. Hanspal
Mr. C. M. Harris
Mrs. N. Jack

Mr. ÄMrs-LP-H^ 

Mr. T. D. Kellman

Miss P. Normoyle
Mr. & Mrs. E. f 
Mr. & Mrs. J.
Mr. & Mrs. L. A- "

Mr. & Mrs. M.
Miss S. D. Wilson
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Jamaican Agricultural Revival

IN the body of this issue of the Circular is a notice 
of the latest contribution by the Jamaica Agri­
cultural Society to the advancement of agriculture 

in that island, a comprehensive manual of information 
on all the approved techniques of agriculture known in 
Jamaica, entitled The Farmer s Guide.

This outstanding publication is dedicated to Sir 
Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica and patron of the 
society since 1951, and to mark the achievement and 
to emphasize the appreciation of the society, and the 
people of Jamaica, of the Governor’s leadership and 
support in agricultural affairs, the society asked the 
West India Committee to arrange on their behalf a 
function in London at which a specially bound presenta­
tion copy of the book would be handed to him.

The function took place on July 1st, in the Assembly 
Hall of the Royal Empire Society, before a large and 
distinguished gathering of friends of Jamaica, and must 
have been, in every respect, one of the most successful, 
enjoyable and instructive functions of its kind.

At one end of the hall was a well-arranged and attrac­
tive exhibit of the agricultural and industrial products 
of Jamaica, forming a particularly appropriate setting 
for a display of copies of the publication. Welcome 
refreshment, while the guests assembled, afforded con­
crete evidence of the excellence of Jamaican products. 
The gathering was then shown a new coloured film 
called Discover Jamaica, which successfully “ put over 
a Jamaican atmosphere in which Mr. H. Alan Walker, 
chairman of the West India Committee, explained the 
agreeable purpose of the gathering, paid tribute to the 
sustained and unsparing efforts of Sir Hugh and Lady 
Toot on behalf of the people of Jamaica, and called upon

James Wright, Director of Agriculture in the 
^land and a member of the Board of Management of 
the Jamaica Agricultural Society, to read a message 
from the president of the society, Mr. Rudolph Burke. 
this message spoke of the magnitude of the task on 
^hich Sir Hugh had been engaged, during his adminis- 
ration, in order to promote the interests of Jamaican 

agriculture and build a more prosperous Jamaica, and 
^pressed the esteem in which he was held by the farmers 
01 Jamaica.

Alan Walker, on behalf of the Jamaica Agri­
cultural Society, then made the presentation amid 
acclamation.

in acknowledging the presentation Sir Hugh gave a 
Prcture of the agricultural situation in Jamaica. There 

is going on in Jamaica at this time,” he said, “ a great 
agricultural revival.”

This he attributed to several main causes.
A first and principal factor was the efforts being made 

by the Jamaican farmers themselves. One of the sources 
of Jamaica’s strength was the fact that both big and 
little farmers worked together and recognized their 
interests to be the same. Among both they had out­
standing men. There was no tendency to repeat the 
mistake made in Haiti of breaking up holdings into units 
too small to be economically successful. They welcomed 
the new farmers who brought their capital and skill to 
Jamaica—Sir Harold Mitchell, the West Indies Sugar 
Company, in which connexion Sir Hugh mentioned par­
ticularly Mr. Charles Mitchell and Mr. Harold Cahusac, 
and the Bauxite companies.

Another factor was that they now recognized the 
necessity for diversity of crops. They wanted coconuts, 
citrus, coffee and cocoa to be brought to maximum 
production so that together with the great industries 
of sugar and bananas they could bring strength and 
security to the people of Jamaica.

A third was recognition of the need for conservation 
of the land, which they were meeting by the establish­
ment of a system of land authorities of which the 
Yallahs Valley Authority was the first.

Finally, there was the Agricultural Development 
Corporation, formed to bridge the sphere of activity 
between government control on the one hand and 
private farming on the other. At its first effort the 
corporation had doubled the output of rice in two years.

For this revival to be successful, however, there were 
two great needs.

The first was long-term security in Jamaica’s markets, 
without which all the development now taking place 
would lead nowhere.

The second was that they had to have the imagination 
of the people with them. It was towards this end that 
the Jamaica Agricultural Society, for 50 years, had 
worked to carry the gospel of agricultural development 
into the villages, valleys and mountainsides of Jamaica. 
In his travels around the island Sir Hugh had found that 
where the people were backward in progressive spirit 
there was no branch of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. 
Where the people were full of ideas and possessed of the 
ability to present their requests based on those ideas 
it was largely due to the existence of a well-established 
branch of the society.

Thus while the Jamaica Agricultural Society had the 
good wishes of all for the success of its efforts to help 

{Continued on page 184)
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ondoner’s
Q^oteLoolc

THE most striking piece of royal pageantry since 
the Coronation was the service of the Order of the 
Garter, at which the junior Knight, Sir Winston 

Churchill, was installed; and it was remarkable, too, 
for a break in the meteorological ill-luck which has so 
persistently dogged the Queen. For one afternoon of 
this dank unhappy summer we had perfect June 
weather, with'sunshine and a light breeze, at any rate at 
Windsor, though the showers that had been forecast 
fell at a number of places not many miles away. So the 
gorgeous traditional procession had its full effect of 
antique splendour—the bearskins of the Foot Guards 
lining the path from St. George’s Hall, and the breast­
plates of the Household Cavalry the great staircase to 
the West Door ; the Military Knights of Windsor in 
their archaic pointed scarlet tailcoats, the heralds in 
emblazoned tabards, the Knights themselves in their 
plumed hats and vast tent-like mantles of azure velvet 
walking two by two before the Queen and the Beefeaters 
to bring up the rear in embroidered long-skirted coats 
of the Restoration period which popular journalists 
persistently miscall Tudor. It was a noble spectacle ; 
and two people, above all, seem to have enjoyed it 
beyond measure. One was the new Knight himself, 
beaming irrepressibly as he took his deserved place in 
the inmost shrine of English chivalry. The other was 
a little boy in a yellow linen suit, looking eagerly down 
from Catherine of Aragon’s gallery—“ just where I sat,” 
said the Queen, when she brought Charles Duke of 
Cornwall in to tea at the Castle afterwards, “ to see 
Mummy installed.”

* * *
The controversy over parliamentary salaries, on which 

I remarked a month ago, has taken a new turn and grown 
hotter. Notwithstanding the vote of the House for an 
increase from £1,000 to £1,500, the Prime Minister on 
further consideration decided that the Government could 
not take the responsibility of legislating in this sense in 
a year when old-age pensioners and others had had to be 
denied any corresponding compensation for the increased 
cost of living. The decision was received with fury by 
the Labour Party, who at first flatly declined the Govern­
ment s invitation to discuss alternative means of giving 
relief to hard-pressed Members, and declared war on 
the Government by refusing to make “ pairs ”—that is, 
agreements between members on opposite sides of the 
House to be absent simultaneously from a division_  
and revoking even pairs already arranged. They even 
went the length of denying pairs to Ministers invited 
by the Queen to attend the gala performance at Covent 
Garden in honour of the visiting King and Queen of 
Sweden. In a House so evenly balanced as the present 
these tactics put a severe strain on the Government side, 
who must keep sufficient Members about the premises 
to be secure against a snap division ; and, naturally, 
an atmosphere of sullen ill-temper was for the moment 
generated. But parliamentary storms die down as 
quickly as they arise ; the no-pairing order is being 
informally evaded by many Members, and already after 

a fortnight a possible compromise on the salary question 
is being discussed by the leaders on both sides.

* * *
Great Britain could join the United States in cele­

brating the Fourth of July as “independence day”; 
for at midnight preceding the last element of rationing— 
that of meat—came to an end. Symbolic bonfires of 
ration-books were lit in many places, and early on Monday 
morning the queues of lorries for the new free market 
blocked all the approaches to Smithfield. Fifteen years 
of control is an unconscionably long time, especially 
since the war itself only lasted six ; and it has continued 
here longer than in any other belligerent country. It 
has seemed at times an intolerable exasperation. Yet 
we, the most vulnerable of all countries in this respect, 
triumphantly survived the great submarine blockade; 
though diet was dull no-one endured serious hunger; 
prices never became prohibitive ; and there was no 
black market in anything like the sense that the phrase 
implied on the Continent. Rationing was extremely 
disagreeable ; but it was necessary, and it was a success.

* * *
A sad display of official officiousness at Crichel Down 

in Dorset looks like bringing the wrhole position of the 
modern civil service into political debate. The Down 
was compulsorily acquired by the Air Ministry for a 
bombing range 15 years ago ; on its ceasing to be 
required for that purpose, instead of selling it back into 
private ownership, whether to the original landlords or 
others, the Air Ministry took possession and granted 
fresh leases, designed to further a pet scheme of develop­
ment of their own. The chief of the former owners, 
however, Commander Marten, who was fortunate in 
possessing considerable private means, fought the 
Ministry for years, and at last compelled a judicial 
inquiry by an eminent lawyer, Sir Andrew Clark, Q C. 
Sir Andrew eventually reported that a number of the 
officials concerned had embarked on what was practically 
a conspiracy—though without any suggestion of corrupt 
motive—to force through their own plan, in total dis­
regard of any rights of the private subject, and had eyen 
deliberately concealed essential facts from the responsible 
Minister lest the project should be frustrated. Sir 
Thomas Dugdale, the Minister of Agriculture, has 
loyally accepted responsibility for his subordinates ; but 
the parliamentary storm, which is yet to come, may 
spread far beyond Crichel Down.

* * *
The beginning of July always brings the most crowded 

sporting week-end of the year. This time the Pakistanis, 
whose first test match had been rained right away 
were outclassed in the second, but were gallant and 
popular losers ; England once more failed even to reach 
the finals in the lawn tennis championships at Win1' 
bledon ; and six Henley trophies were carried off by 
foreign competitors. The most successful and interesting 
of these were the Russians, who took three prizes,

(Continued at foot of next page)
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The London Trade Talks The West India Committee

Further Government Statement
I statement on the recent talks in London between 

™ the members of two British West Indian delegations 
and the Secretary of State for the Colonies was repro­
duced on page 147 of the June issue of the Circular.

This statement promised a further announcement, 
which was issued on June 17th, and is as follows :—

The discussions with the Trade Delegations from the 
Jamaica Government and the West Indies Regional 
Economic Committee have now ended. An announce­
ment was made on June 5th about the first stage of 
these discussions. The further discussions dealt with 
the future of the West Indies banana and citrus industries 
and reached the following conclusions.

On bananas, the Jamaica delegation was informed 
that Her Majesty’s Government did not contemplate 
that it would be possible to justify the retention of 
quantitative restrictions on non-dollar bananas beyond 
June 30th, 1955. Quotas could not be reduced but 
they would be maintained at the present level until 
that date when all import restrictions on non-dollar 
bananas would be lifted.

On citrus, the Regional Economic Committee delega­
tion was informed that

(1) Her Majesty’s Government would make no further 
purchase of citrus products from funds made 
available in the present United States fiscal year 
under Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act ;

(2) No such purchase would be made under any future 
programme of United States aid without the 
Colonial Governments being fully consulted m 
advance of any decision ;

(3) Her Majesty’s Government would, if necessary, 
arrange for the purchase of any unsold balance 
of this year’s export surplus of canned grapefruit 
from the West Indies at a price based on the 
average price at which the Ministry sold to the 
trade during the 1952/53 crop year.

The discussions revealed that the banana and 
industries of the West Indies were liable to risks in the 
longer term which would not be met by the immediate 
arrangements described above. Apart from considera 
lion of the representations by the West Indian de ega 
lions on tariffs and subsidized competition, to which 
reference was made in the earlier announcement, Her 
Majesty’s Government undertook to proceed forthwith, 
in consultation with the Colonial Governments concerned, 
to examine the nature and extent of these risks and o 
formulate within the next twelve months any scheme ot 
assistance necessary to safeguard these industries^

(Continued from preceding page)
»eluding the Grand Challenge Cup. They appearedI per- 
fectly drilled, and had evidently trained toget er
Mod that made many of their opponents look like 
scratch crews. More important than these technicaiti 
Were the excellent personal relations—so far as lang g 
Acuities would permit—that prevailed between the

the English crews. There was no Iron Curtainaero _ 
e river—or across the chessboard, where e

Patnot masters were simultaneously making ay 
best players.

meeting of the executive of the West India Com­
mittee was held on June 15th, the chairman, Mr. 

H. Alan Walker, presiding. The following 13 candidates 
were admitted to membership :—

Name
Co-operative Citrus Growers’ 

Association of Trinidad & 
Tobago, Ltd. (Trinidad)

Mr. Frank W. Allen 
(Trinidad)

Hon. Howell Donald 
Shillingford, c.b.e. 

(Dominica)
Mr. R. A. Leeming, b.sc., 

m.i.c.e. (British Guiana)
Hon. Solomon Hochoy, o.b.e. 

(Trinidad)
Hon. M. H. Davis, o.b.e.

(St. Kitts)
Mr. C. L. Blake

(St. Kitts)
Mr. John Alfred David

Rapsey (Trinidad)
Mr. Charles Edward 

Branscombe Somerville 
(London)

Banana Board

(Jamaica)
Bartons (West Indies) Ltd.

(London)
Dr. Richard Henry Martin

Robinson (Country)
Mr. A. D. Mitchell 

(Trinidad)

Proposer and Seconder

Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Mr. H. Wakeford

Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Mr. H. Wakeford.

Mr. Garnet H. Gordon, c.b.e. 
Hon. Albert Gomes.

Mr. J. M. Campbell 
Mr. David Powell 
Mr. H. Alan Walker 
Hon. Albert Gomes 
Mr. Basil B. Davis, o.b.e. 
Mr. W. E. Walwyn 
Mr. W. E. Walwyn 
Mr. Basil B. Davis, o.b.e. 
Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Mr. H. Wakeford

Mr. A. P. Hinton 
Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques 

Jamaica Imperial Association 
Mr. T. P. Evelyn 
Mr. John R. Metcalf
United Rum Merchants Ltd, 
Hon. H. E. Robinson 
Mr. J. M. Campbell 
Hon. H. E. Robinson 
Mr. J. M. Campbell

Obituary
At the outset of the meeting the chairman referred, 

with great regret, to the deaths of Mr. G. Russell Garnet, 
of Guildford, and Mr. Allan E. Messer, of Reigate, Surrey.

Colonial Service Reorganisation

A WHITE PAPER* issued in June gives details of pro- 
A posals for the constitution of a service, to be known 
as Her Majesty’s Oversea Civil Service, to take the 
place of the existing Colonial Service and provide safe­
guards for those employed in either service if and when 
I territory in which such officer is servmg shall attain 

SC Speclalr^ulations for the new service, and a schedule 
of the branches of the existing service to which these 
new regulations will apply, are given in an aPP^nd1^ 
the white paper. These regulations will come into 
effect on October 1st, 1954, from which date the Oversea 
Civil Service is to be constituted.

In oX that all concerned may be clearly aware o 
in omei l u^tions a list will be compiled of their rights and obligations a i

all officers now in the Coloma^ her regard
Majesty’s' Government m the UniteJthe 
the arrangeme ^P 5 £ governments of oversea
conditions by their embodiment in a
territories is between each government and the 
"d Government as each territory attains

self gove_ - al No. 306,

h «. net.
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Honduras Legislative Assembly

A Message from the Queen
Jn a letter from Belize dated June 23rd our corres­

pondent writes :—
“ The inaugural session of the newly constituted 

Legislative Assembly took place on June 18th in the 
presence of just over 100 persons for whom there was 
room in the chamber and who attended on the invitation 
of the Speaker. Several hundred more heard the 
relayed proceedings in the adjoining Baron Bliss 
Institute.

“ The oath of allegiance to the Queen was taken by 
the Speaker and the 15 members of the Assembly. 
Messages from Her Majesty and the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies were read by the Governor as a prelude 
to his address.

“The reply of Mr. Richardson, the leader of the 
P.U.P., styled in the Assembly the majority party, 
pledged co-operation with the British Government 
towards the progress of the country, but made it clear 
that it is the unalterable policy of the party to seek 
independence. The Governor had pointed out the 
impracticability of a country of the population of 
British Honduras standing alone. The P.U.P. reject 
federation with the British West Indies and are opposed 
to immigration.

Perhaps the highlight of the reply was the state­
ment ' . It is a valid hypothesis that the discovery and 
utilization of our agricultural and industrial potential 
could cost $200,000,000 spent over a limited period of 
years. This sum is equivalent to $3,000 (£750) per 

ou.r Population from the newest-born babe to 
the oldest inhabitant. In addition to the three official 
members and the two nominated members, the majority 
party elected the four remaining members of the Execu­
tive Council and the Deputy Speaker from their ranks.”

The Queen’s Good Wishes
The following message from the Queen was read bv 

the Governor, Mr Patrick Renison
r> .w^h pleasure meeting representatives of
British Honduras at my Coronation and during my 
visit t° Jamaica. It is my hope that the new Con­
stitution will result m increased co-operation between 
the representatives of my people in the territory and 
my officials there and at home. And I believe that if 
hey will work together with the common object of the 

welfare of British Honduras it will bring great benefits 
to the colony. I send to the members of this Assembly 
and to all my people in British Honduras my greetings 
on this memorable day. 6

Association (of Jamaica) Ltd., and Mather^Ccrowther 
Ltd., for rum ; Tate & Lyle, Ltd., for an exhibit raw 
and refined sugars; the Jamaica Cigar Importers’ 
Association and Lambert & Butler, Ltd., for Jamaica 
cigars; Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd., for cocoa, coffee 
ginger, spices and turmeric ; and the Trade Com’ 
missioner in London for the British West Indies British 
Guiana and British Honduras for handcraft exh bits 
and specimens of sugar cane. Mr. Gladstone E Ml s 
gave much assistance to Mr Souness in Ï M 11 
of the display. Uness m the arrangement

JAMAICAN AGRICULTURAL REVIVAL
{Continued from page 181)

in the attainment of a higher standard of living for the 
people, this could not be achieved unless big and small 
farmers, working together, saw the opportunity before 
them. That was why The Farmer’s Guide, which would 
come into the hands of all villagers of Jamaica,would 
be of great consequence.

Mr. H. C. Cahusac, who helped in the compilation of 
The Farmer’s Grtide by contributing the information on 
organic manuring, voiced the thanks of the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society to Mr. H. Alan Walker for presiding 
at the function.

It is, perhaps, not too much to hope that this excellent 
text-book on West Indian agriculture will come to be 
known and used throughout the British Caribbean, and 
help towards good husbandry and a rising standard of 
living throughout the region.

Presentation to Sir Hugh Foot

Display of Jamaica Products

yHE illustrations on the second of our pictorial pages 
were taken on the occasion of the Jamaica Agri­

cultural Society’s reception at which Sir Hugh Foot, 
Governor of Jamaica, was presented with a specially 
bound volume of The Farmer’s Guide.

In the upper picture Mrs. Alan Walker, wife of Mr. H. 
Alan Walker, chairman of the West India Committee, is 
seen making the presentation on behalf of the Society, 
and in the lower picture Sir Hugh and Lady Foot are 
inspecting the exhibit of Jamaica produce on view at the 
reception.

Only a portion of the display can be seen. It featured 
bananas and citrus products; tomato juice; cigars; 
sugar cane, raw and refined sugar, syrup and rum; 
coffee, cocoa, pimento, turmeric and ginger; specimens 
of the useful articles of handcraft made by workers 
m the cottage industries of the island ; and The Farmer $ 
Guide, copies of which were prominently displayed 
among the other exhibits. Specimens of most of the 
items are to be seen in the photograph.
,,^^2 success of the display, which was arranged by 
t r;. Thomas Souness, assistant secretary of the West 
India Committee, was assured by the whole-hearted 
co-operation of the interested organizations, their agents 
in London, and the British Caribbean Trade Commis­
sioner s office in London, and acknowledgment of 
assistance m the provision and preparation of exhibits 
is made to the Tourist Trade Development Board of 
J amaica, who supplied the film Discover Jamaica; the 
Jamaica Banana Board, the Jamaica Producers’ Mar-

C°-> Ltd., and T. J. Poupart, Ltd., for banana 
exhibits; the Citrus Company of Jamaica, Ltd., and.

ac erson Train & Co., Ltd., for grapefruit sections, 
nme oil and orange oil; the Citrus Growers’ Associa- 
ion, Ltd,and S. & S. Services, Ltd., for orange juice ; 
pe Caribbean Preserving Co., Ltd., and Henry W.

eaooay, Ltd., for marmalade, grapefruit sections and 
t°mato juice ; Da Costa Brothers and Marshall & Parker,

’ lor grapefruit sections ; the Sugar Manufacturers’ 
{Continued at foot of preceding column)
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Colonial Development and Welfare Acts 
----- *-----

Grants to Caribbean Colonies

GRANTS to British Caribbean territories under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Acts during 
the period April 1st, 1953, to March 31st, 1954,* 

amounted to ¿2,174,761, of which ¿1,950,481 were 
allocated to development and welfare schemes and 
¿153,805 to research, while ¿70,475 took the form of 
loans.

At March 31st, 1954, the total amount approved 
under the Acts was ¿123,280,941, the total allocation 
to the British Caribbean being ¿23,246,970, comprising 
¿21,149,276 in development and welfare grants, 
¿1,391,798 in research grants, and ¿705,896 in loans.

Development and Welfare Grants
Included in the list of grants allotted for projects of 

general benefit to the British Caribbean are four to the 
University College of the West Indies, and the associated 
teaching hospital, amounting in all to ¿186,000. The 
sum of ¿28,000 was earmarked for aerial surveys in the 
region, ¿12,000 for the provision of library services in 
the Eastern Caribbean, and ¿10,890 for the Development 
and Welfare Organization. Supplementary provision of 
¿6,933 was made towards the cost of the Caribbean 
Medical Centre, ¿5,086 to meet contributions from 
St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica to the Eastern 
Caribbean Farm Institute, ¿1,878 for the development of 
meteorological services, ¿1,710 for a Trade Union 
training course, ¿625 to be applied to the construction 
of a plant quarantine station, and ¿200 towards the 
cost of the investigation into the most suitable location 
for a Faculty of Agriculture.

Trinidad and Tobago again received only one develop­
ment and welfare grant, the sum of ¿16,355 to supple­
ment the school building programme, but three were 
allocated to Barbados—¿22,645 for hospital develop­
ment, ¿14,400 for the construction of a new elementary 
school at St. Michael, and ¿4,750 for extension of the 
Erdiston Training College for teachers.

British Guiana received four grants during the year ; 
two grants totalling ¿53,360 for the Geological Survey, 
¿9,900 towards the appointment of a soil scientist, and 
¿7,630 for provision of aeronautical telecommunication 
services.

There were 31 grants to British Honduras, and one 
W (of ¿53,000 to provide financial assistance for 
Corozal Sugar Factory). A grant of ¿50,000 went 
towards the reconstruction of Belize Hospital, grants 
for various forestry projects totalled ¿29,314, road 
reconstruction received ¿18,000, broadcasting and public 
relations services ¿23,811, and ¿17,350 was allotted for 
the appointment of a Rice Officer. Three grants total­
es ¿15,233 were made towards the establishment of the 
central farm at Baking Pot ; ¿10,000 were allotted 
tor the extension of Cinderella Township, Belize ,

of schemes made under the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Acts by the Secretary of State for the Colonies with 
J? concurrence of the Treasury, in the Peræri fro™C4P 
^to March 31st, 1954. No. 181, H.M.S.O., 1954. Price 

ls- 3d. net.

¿9,175 were earmarked for the establishment of a Co­
operative Department, ¿9,162 for the appointment of a 
Tobacco Officer, and ¿9,000 for water supplies. Pro­
vision was made for the appointment of a Development 
Commissioner in the sum of ¿6,825, for the establishment 
of a Social Development Department in the sum of 
¿5,325, for the appointment of a Liaison Officer to 
Maya Indians in the sum of ¿5,000, for expansion of 
cottage industries in the sum of ¿2,750, and for prepara­
tion of a site for a Police Training School in the sum of 
¿550.

Jamaica and its dependencies received 26 grants, of 
which 20, totalling ¿189,120, were for the establishment 
or furtherance of water supply schemes. ¿13,000 were 
allocated for the construction of an agricultural training 
centre, ¿6,243 for research into animal nutrition (a 
similar amount was contributed as a research grant), 
¿5,810 towards a Public Health scheme for the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, ¿2,367 for lighthouse installations 
in those islands, and ¿23 to make supplementary pro­
vision for social science training for an officer of the 
Lands Department.

General grants to the Leeward Islands were ¿900 
towards the appointment of an Assistant Colonial 
Secretary and ¿25 towards that of the Director of 
Agriculture.

There were 14 grants to Antigua (including Barbuda). 
Two grants totalling ¿23,800 were for provision of water 
supplies. ¿20,600 were allocated towards the con­
struction of a mixed school at St. John’s, and a supple­
mentary grant of ¿365 was made for the training of 
teachers. A grant of ¿15,000 was allotted to land 
settlement, ¿12,030 for the appointment of additional 
temporary staff to the Public Works Department, 
¿7,620 for swamp reclamation at St. John’s, ¿4,400 
towards administrative expenses of the housing pro­
gramme, and ¿4,300 for the appointment of a Director 
of Agriculture. Fisheries development was assisted by 
a grant of ¿2,465, the establishment of a pottery industry 
by a grant of ¿1,670, and the rehabilitation of Green­
castle nursery and fruit farm by a grant of ¿1,100. 
Barbuda received two grants : one, of ¿7,600, tor the 
development of livestock in the island, and the other, 
of ¿3 600 for the extension of the Barbuda school.

Grants to Montserrat included ¿12,000 for the 
improvement of housing, ¿5,000 for suJ^cl?S °* roads, 
¿4 950 for livestock development, ¿4,500 for the con­
struction of an isolation ward and observation block at 
Glendon Hospital, ¿2,900 for the provision of facilities 
at Olveston Airfield, £1,792 for training of teachers 
and ¿1,285 towards the establishment of a broadcasting 

SeOfCfour grants to St. Christopher and Nevis two, 
totalling £1,047, were for the training of teachers. 
Supplement provision of £4,672¡went towards shim 
clearance in New Town, and a grant of £10,417 provided 
for other housing improvement schemes.

The Virgin Islands received five grants of which tw , 
together amounting to £13,000, were for development
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and improvement of water supplies. ¿8,600 was 
allotted for provision of plant for the Public Works 
Department, ¿1,000 for agricultural credit and ¿500 
for the erection of a marine marker.

General grants to the Windward Islands were seven 
in number. Three made supplementary provision for 
advisory officers ; ¿6,050 towards the appointment of 
a Labour Adviser, ¿2,735 towards the appointment of 
a Financial and Economic Adviser and staff, and ¿2,655 
towards the appointment of a Nutrition Officer, ¿2,150 
was allotted for an inquiry into educational policy, 
¿3,825 towards provision of subsidy for an air charter 
service, and ¿320 towards the cost of a tour by an 
Artificial Insemination Officer.

Allocations to Dominica included ¿7,646 for the con­
struction of a primary school and ¿1,674 towards the 
cost of training teachers in Trinidad, ¿5,647 was ear­
marked for the appointment of Assistant Conservator 
of Forests, ¿5,500 for construction of the Eggleston- 
Gomier-Stewart-Giraudel road, ¿2,500 for the construc­
tion of rest houses, ¿2,017 for child hygiene and school 
health services, ¿1,500 for equipment for the Fire 
Service and ¿1,150 to provide a launch service in con­
nexion with the local air service.

Grenada was the recipient of four grants of which 
two which together amounted to ¿18,632 were to be 
applied to the development of small scale agriculture. 
A grant of ¿10,400 was for a survey of the forest areas 
and research into timber utilization, and ¿4,950 to be 
devoted to public health engineering.

There were 16 grants to St. Lucia and three loans. 
By far the biggest grant was the sum of ¿609,000 
towards an overall scheme to replace individual schemes 
previously approved. ¿56,874 were allocated for the 
appointment of additional agricultural staff and ¿21,500 
or agricultural development; a small supplementary 

grant of ¿32 went towards the cost of the visit of a team 
ot experts to investigate the expansion of agricultural 
production in the island. For cocoa propagation there 

¿28’t95’ f°r imProvement of livestock 
X xu ; a, ior road construction grants of ¿15 000 
for the Anse-la-Raye-Soufriere road and ¿12,500 for’the

Castries-Anse-la-Raye roads. 
aHted*°r appointment of additional 

Public Works staff, ¿8,700 towards the appointment of 
a Development Commissioner, and ¿6,056 for public 
health engineering works and staff. For development 
ot the timber industry there were a grant of ¿5 536 
and a loan of £7,000, while a loan of £4,875 provided 
for financial assistance to the Banana Growers’ Associa­
tion , for rehabilitation of the banana industry there 
was supplementary provision of £700. Other grants of 
less than £1,000 included £930 towards the app&ent 
of a Co-operative Officer, £800 for the visit of an engin- 
harboSurCO«71 tnt t0, rePort on of Castries
harbour £521 towards a water supply for the village tVloT^n’ 7" £1°° f°r thePeLouragemIntTf 
the lobster industry at Vieux Fort. For further 
encouragement of this industry there was a loan of £500 
loaSns thVit WaS allotted 20 «rants and received two 
loans, the latter, amounting to £5,100, being for purchase 
of Z540 h P1“1? and banana ProPaSation, a small grant 
of £540 being likewise provided for this purpose ® The 
sum of £22,916 was allocated to road construcrion and 
improvement, £14,631 for the construction and equip 

ment of schools, ¿10,557 towards staff for the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority and Public Health 
Engineering Unit, and ¿4,450 for Public Health 
engineering work. For cocoa propagation there was a 
supplementary grant of ¿6,443, for the Camden Park 
experimental station ¿6,300, for aided self-help housing 
¿5,000, for the rehabilitation of Peniston Village ¿3,500, 
and for cotton pest control ¿2,700. Social welfare 
schemes received ¿1,500, the sum of ¿1,384 was allotted 
towards the appointment of an Education Officer, and 
¿1,330 for provision of services auxiliary to local air 
services, ¿1,200 was earmarked for the provision of 
equipment for the Colonial Hospital, and another ¿1,200 
for X-ray equipment. For the encouragement of 
fisheries in the Grenadines there was an allocation of 
¿825, and ¿200 were provided for the establishment of 
a night shelter in Kingstown.

Research Grants
Grants allotted to the British Caribbean for research 

projects, of which there were 20, amounted to ¿153,805. 
The sum of ¿66,984 went to the West Indian Institute 
of Social and Economic Research, ¿32,295 were granted 
for the continuation of sugar technology research at the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, and ¿805 for 
study of the trade between British West Indies territories.

Three small supplementary grants, relating to research 
into the relationship between plankton distribution and 
presence of flying fish and amounting in sum to ¿162, 
were allocated to Barbados. Three grants went to 
British Guiana : ¿2,444 for research into control of 
leaf-scald disease of sugar cane, ¿424 for investigation 
into the infestation of rice by the padi bug and ¿207 
towards the study of negro coastal communities. 
Jamaica received grants for six research projects: 
study of the “ unknown ” disease of coconuts and 
Panama disease of bananas (¿23,371), banana breeding 
research (¿14,300), animal nutrition (¿6,242), study of 
the economics of land use (¿3,293), historical research 
(¿1,115) and the study of social mobility (¿100). There 
were two grants, totalling ¿3,625, to Trinidad and 
Tobago, towards the appointment of a senior laboratory 
technician to the Rockefeller Foundation Regional 
Virus Laboratory. The sum of ¿872 went to Dominica 
for a survey on control of insect pests, and ¿410 to 
Grenada for an investigation into the cocoa beetle.

Presentation to Mr. Alan Walker

The 8u^ar Manufacturers’ Association (of Jamaica) 
Ltd. has made a present of a baby grand piano and of 
Georgan silver to Mr. H. Alan Walker in appreciation of 
his efforts on behalf of the sugar industry during his 
tenure of office as managing director of the West Indies 
Sugar Co., Ltd.

The presentation was made on behalf of the Associa­
tion by its chairman Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood just before 
ie left London to return to Jamaica at the end of June-

As already announced in the Circular, Mr. Walker 
relinquished his position as managing director of the 
West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd., at the end of last year, 
ut retained his seat on the board of that company and 

on that of Caroni, Ltd. He is now joint managing 
director of the United Molasses Co., Ltd.
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The Birthday Honours

The Birthday Honours, published on June 10th, con- 
1 tained the following names of West Indian interest:—

KNIGHTS BACHELOR

Mr. John DeLisle Chandler, for public services in 
Barbados.

[Mr. Chandler was a member of the House of Assembly and 
of the Legislative Council for many years and President of the 
latter in 1950-51. He is a well-known sugar planter and sports­
man.]

Mr. John Roland Robinson, M.P. for Widnes, 
1931-35, Blackpool, 1939-45, and South Blackpool since 
1945, for political and public services.

[Mr. Robinson is chairman of British Guiana Consolidated 
Goldfields, Ltd. His speech at the recent annual meeting of 
the company was reproduced in last Circular.]

Mr. John Henry Wenham, for political and public 
services in Surrey.

[Mr. Wenham is a director of Ste, Madeleine Sugar Co., Ltd., 
the Antigua Sugar Factory, Ltd., the St. Kitts (Basse Terre) 
Sugar Factory, Ltd., and of St. Kitts (London) Sugar Factory, 
Ltd.]

C.M.G.
The Most Reverend Alan John Knight, D.D., 

Archbishop of the West Indies and Metropolitan.
Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, joint managing director, 

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.
[Mr. Ruthven Murray is deputy-chairman of the West India 

Committee.]
Mr. James Lauder Nicol, O.B.E., lately Educa­

tional Adviser to the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare, West Indies.

Mr. Theodore Rowland Williams, J.P., for public 
services in Jamaica.

C.B.E.
Mr. William Alexander Hadley, for public services 

in St. Vincent.
Mr. Harold Houghton, Colonial Education Service, 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education and Direc­
tor of Education, Jamaica.

O.B.E.
Mr. Donald Selvyn Adolphus FitzRitson, for 

public services in Jamaica.
Mr. Eugene Pierre Larnach Lockhart Masson, 

M.B, Ch.B., Colonial Medical Service, Superintending 
Medical Officer (Specialist), Mental Hospital, St. Ann s, 
Trinidad.

Mr. Hugh Worrell Springer, J.P., Registrar of the 
University College of the West Indies.

Mr. Frank Leslie Walcott, for services to the 
Trade Union movement in Barbados.
. Mr. George Arnold Williams, for public services 
in Bermuda.

M.B.E.
Miss Josephine de Gannes, for public services in 

Trinidad.
Mr. Robert James Gordon, for public services in 

St-Kitts Nevis. . .
Mr. Stanley Ernest Hulse, District Commissioner, 

British Honduras. .
Miss Mildred Thomasina Mansfield, for p 

services in British Guiana.
. Mr. Adam Thomson Pullar, for services to 
ln Jamaica.

shipping

Mr. David James Gardiner Rose, Colonial Police 
Service, Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.

Mrs. Alice Eugenie Russell, Cashier, Customs 
Department, Bahamas.

Mr. James William Smith, Executive Engineer, 
Public Works Department, Jamaica.

B.E.M.
[civil division]

Jonah Francis Greenidge, Bailiff, Supreme Court, 
Bahamas.

Miss Alice Scott, Private Nurse, Bermuda.
Miss Zena Eliza Lopez, Sister, Kingston Public 

Hospital, Jamaica.
Miss Iris Blanche Dickson, Head Operator, 

Antigua Telephone Service.
Leslie Beckles, Senior Mechanic, Customs and 

Excise Department, Trinidad.
James Alexander Belgrave, Club Leader, Castries 

Boys Club, St. Lucia.

IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER
Mr. George Arthur Elliott, M.M., Colonial Survey 

Service, Director of Surveys, British Honduras.
Mr. Edward Arthur Evelyn, Warden of Nevis.

QUEEN’S POLICE MEDAL 
[for distinguished service]

Robert John Wyndham Verrall, M.V.O., Com­
missioner of Police, Bahamas.

COLONIAL POLICE MEDAL 
[for meritorious service]

Merwin Leon Barrow, Sub-Inspector, British Guiana 
Police Force.

Harvey Samuel Brookes, Sergeant, Leeward Islands
Police Force. . T

Noel Alfred Crosswell, Superintendent, Jamaica 
Constabulary. .

Joseph Griffith, Superintendent, British Guiana
Police Force. _ _ _ . . , .

Robert Key Masson, M.B.E., Superintendent, 
Belize Fire Brigade, British Honduras.

James Porter Reid, Superintendent, Trinidad Police 

Force.

Jamaica’s Sugar Workers

Pensions Scheme Proposed
During the recent visit to London of the Jamaica 

Export Trade Delegation, five of its members discussed 
with Mr. Lyttelton, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
a scheme for the provision of pensions for workers m 
the sugar industry of the colony. The Jamaica repre­
sentatives at this talk were Mr. W A. Bustamante, 
Mr. D. B. Sangster, Mr. I. Barrant, Mr. R. L. M. Kir 
wood and Sir Robert Barker.

Although no official announcement has been made on 
this side regarding the discussion it is understood that 
Mr Lyttelton agreed that the scheme should be further 
examined1 in Jamaica by the industry and the Govem- 

m According to a statement in the Daily Gleaner the 
fundT would be started by a contnbu ion of about 
JI,300,000 from the sugar stabilization fund.
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Colonial Studies at Oxford

New Centre to be Established
T^he Queen has been graciously pleased to consent to 

the name “ Queen Elizabeth House ” being given 
to a new centre which is about to be established at 
Oxford under the joint auspices of the Colonial Office 
and the University.

One of the great tasks of the present generation is 
that of binding together the peoples of the oversea 
territories for which Her Majesty’s Government in the 
United Kingdom are responsible, the peoples of the 
United Kingdom itself, and the rest of the Common­
wealth. The strengthening of these ties is vital to main­
taining world peace and defending the free institutions 
of Western civilization. This is a time of swift and 
profound change in the cultural, economic and social 
life of the oversea territories and the new forces set free 
by these changes call for new means of creating under­
standing and unity. It is particularly important to 
find new ways of studying common problems and new 
opportunities for personal contact, and to build up in 
Britain and other countries an informed interest in all 
matters affecting the progress, welfare and aspirations 
of the peoples of the colonies and associated territories.

The British universities have made a signal contri­
bution to this work. They have encouraged studies in 
these questions and have promoted the exchange of 
visits and ideas between this country and the territories 
overseas. The British academic tradition of candid 
discussion, objective reasoning and mutual respect has 
made these exchanges especially valuable arid productive.

What has hitherto been lacking is some recognized 
centre, associated with the many bodies and institutions 
at work in this field, but not designed to supplant or 
interfere with their several activities, to which students 
and visitors from overseas, together with persons in 
this country concerned with the problems facing the 
oversea territories, could come for free discussions with 
others who share their interests and be put in touch 
with those who can help them in their studies. Such a 
centre, in addition to the services which it could render 
to individuals, could provide a setting for conferences 
and summer schools as well as for more formal courses 
arranged by government or other authorities for men and 
women working or intending to work overseas. To 
perform these functions effectively, the centre would 
have to be residential and located in suitable academic 
surroundings.

The need for such a centre has been felt for some time 
but it is only now that the realization of the project has 
become practicable. Recently, Sir Ernest Oppenheimer 
ottered the munificent benefaction of £100,000 to Oxford 
University for the development of colonial and allied 
studies, on the understanding that a centre of the kind 
doscnbed above would be established in close connexion 
with the Institute of Colonial Studies, though not 
exciusiveiy linked to it in such a way as would prevent 
the fullest co-operation with other interested bodies 
Recognizing, for their part, the important role which 
such a centre could play in the training of colonial civil 
servants and other cognate activities, Her Majestv’s 
Government m the United Kingdom have felt able to 

promise a contribution towards building costs of up to 
£50,000 from Colonial Development and Welfare funds.

In these circumstances, the Council of Oxford Uni­
versity have, subject to the consent of Congregation, 
gratefully accepted Sir Ernest Oppenheimer’s benefac­
tion and have promised their full co-operation in securing 
a suitable site in Oxford and in establishing the centre 
upon it. In order that the centre may be brought 
into being as soon as possible, arrangements will be 
put in hand forthwith for constituting a governing 
body on which official, academic and other interests 
will be represented.

In paying tribute to the vision and generosity of Sir 
Ernest Oppenheimer and of the university authorities 
which have made this welcome development possible, 
Her Majesty’s Government have expressed their con­
fidence that this enterprise will surely exert a far- 
reaching influence upon the fostering of mutual under­
standing and cordial relations amongst the peoples of 
the Commonwealth and Empire.

Tourism in Barbados

Publicity Committee’s Report
^he annual report of the Barbados Publicity Com­

mittee for the year ended March 31st, 1954, discloses 
a slight decrease in the number of passengers disembark­
ing at Barbados, particularly noticeable in the sea 
traffic. This is attributed to the lack of steamship 
passenger facilities between Barbados and the United 
States and Canada. Fewer large tourist liners called at 
Barbados during the 1953-54 season, and this is stated 
to have resulted in a considerable reduction in the 
number of “in transit ’’ passengers by sea, though the 
actual figures are not disclosed. Passenger facilities 
between Great Britain and Barbados were much 
improved by the inauguration of the B.O.A.C. service 
and the Booth Line service.

The particulars of expenditure show that 80 per cent 
of the funds were spent on publicity and 20 per cent on 
overhead expenses. The Committee made every effort 
to keep Barbados and its attractions before the travelling 
public abroad. With the object of promoting the off­
season trade the bulk of the funds available for advertis­
ing were allocated to the summer advertising campaigns 
in Canada, the United States and Venezuela, which had 
been supported during the previous year. In Great 
Britain regular advertising continued in the leading 
newspapers and periodicals, and special advertisement» 
were placed in the B.B.C. London Calling Souvenir 
Number and in “ Winter Sunshine,’’ a publication 
issued by Thos Cook & Sons, Ltd. Articles of loca 
handicraft were loaned to this firm for use in a special 
window display to publicise the West Indies.

The statistics of bona-fide visitors are as follo'vS' 
1953-54: Holiday visitors 11,080, business visitors 
2,526, in-transit visitors 1,555. 1952-53: Holiday
visitors 11,580, business visitors 2,903, in-transit visitors 
1,431. The total number of in-transit passengers bysea 
and plane in 1953-54 was 24,985 against 30,686 i 
1952-53.
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The Colonial Development Corporation
------------ 4------------

Annual Report for 1953

THE sixth official annual report* of the Colonial 
Development Corporation—the fourth to appear 
over the signature of Lord Reith—shows that 

during the year ended December 31st, 1953, the cor­
poration’s ventures continued to lose money, though 
the deficit on the year’s working, which had been 
£3,805,208 in 1952, was reduced to ¿1,279,059 in 1953.

There was also a reduction in the number of projects 
in progress. At the end of 1952 57 projects were in 
hand. In 1953 five new projects were undertaken, 
seven abandoned, one completed, one disposed of and 
three terminated—a net reduction of seven. Thus at 
December 31st, 1953, there were 50 continuing projects.

Of the five new projects three were located in the 
British Caribbean—the British Honduras Fruit Co., 
Ltd., the Jamaica Public Service Co., Ltd., and the 
Potaro Hydro-Electric Co. in British Guiana. British 
Caribbean projects which were abandoned were the 
Castle Bruce Estate in Dominica, the Grand Cayman 
Cannery, and the works depot at Belize. The Castries 
Reconstruction Agency, which has fulfilled the purpose 
for which it was established by the end of the previous 
year, was wound up.

The capital sanctioned for the 18 projects in progress 
in the British Caribbean at the end of 1953 was 
£7,901,000, just over 18 per cent, of the total sanctioned 
capital, which amounted to ¿43,512,000.

The report gives summaries of progress with the 
individual projects which continued for part or all of 
the year. The particulars for projects in the British 
Caribbean are given below.

Bahamas : Eleuthera. Capital approved,£611,000. 
The 1952 report recorded negotiations for the develop­
ment of this holding on a real estate basis. J Several 
properties were sold, subject to contracts. Since the 
end of the year agreement has been reached for sale of 
part of the remainder, and the residue leased for seven 
years with options to buy. If the option prices are 
realized, the corporation should recover the expenditure 
on land and property but not the losses on the abortive 
agricultural operations.

British Guiana Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd. 
Capital approved, £762,000. Production of gold m 
1953 was 16,025 fine oz., the profit from which, after 
charging depreciation, amortization and debenture 
interest applicable to loan capital used in the operations, 
*as £7,986. After charging the balance of the deben- 
tnre interest and British Guiana tax, however, there 
was a loss of ¿13,141. The income received by the cor­
poration in 1953 was ¿33,109, including 1952 dividend. 
Corporation loans outstanding total ¿513,703, of whic i 
£178,703, balance of the 1948 loan, is now repayable 
oyer 15 years from December 31st, 1956, the corpora- 
tlon, until that date, having the option to convert into 
ordinary shares. _______
1Q*^lonìàTD^ Report and Accounts for
iy53 Cmd. 148. H.M.S.O., 1954. Price 2s. net.

T See Circular, June, 1953, page 155.

Drilling and reassessment of middle and upper Kona­
waruk areas added 5,000,000 cubic yards to ore reserves ; 
prospecting in the Mowassie area failed to locate suitable 
deposits. The estimated ore reserves, at December 
31st, 1953, were as follows : Proved reserves. Mahdia, 
1,198,500 cu. yds. at 3.64 grains per cu. yd. ; Lower 
Potaro, 10,436,500 cu. yds. at 4.39 grains; Middle 
Konawaruk, 2,313,500 cu. yds. at 3.39 grains ; Upper 
Konawaruk, 26,610,500 cu. yds. at 3.16 grains. Partly 
proved reserves. Upper Potaro, 9,800,000 cu. yds. at 
3.47 grains per cu. yd. ; Middle Konawaruk, 4,897,000 
cu. yds. at 3.52 grains ; Upper Konawaruk, 3,397,000 
cu. yds. at 2.38 grains.

Output from the old Mahdia dredge, at 2,995 fine oz., 
was well below expectation; production from the 
Potaro dredge, at 13,030 fine oz., higher than expected. 
Neither production nor labour relations were affected 
by unsettled political conditions. Unusual wet weather 
delayed the transport inland of the new dredge from 
New Guinea, but the site and camp, at Konawaruk, 
were completed. Construction commenced in December 
on a hydro-electric station at Tumatumari Falls (see 
Potaro Hydro-electric Co.). Substantial profits are not 
to be expected till some time after the Konawaruk 
dredge has been put into operation in 1955.

British Guiana Rice Development Co., Ltd. 
Capital approved, £1,292,000. Particulars of this 
scheme, which takes the form of a loan to finance 
expansion of rice production, were given in the review 
of the previous report.$ A first instalment of ¿250,000 
was drawn during the year, also a working capital 
advance of ¿250,000. The former is repayable in five 
years, the latter in six months.

British Guiana Timbers, Ltd. Capital approved, 
£1,962,000. At December 31st, 1953,' the corpora­
tion’s holding was ¿1,425,000 in ordinary shares out of 
¿1,510,000 issued, the remainder being held by Steel 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., Industrial Holdings (B.G.) Ltd. 
(Bookers), and Greenheart Demerara, Inc. The cor­
poration had also advanced ¿467,801 on loan, and the 
total investment at cost, less amount written-off, was 
¿1,642,981.

In 1953 Bartica Triangle, the mam forest concession, 
was prepared for full scale operations, but full scale 
extraction is not expected to commence until the new 
sawmill at Houston, Georgetown, which began work in 
October, 1953, is brought to full capacity at the end of 
1954. The tonnage of logs delivered from Bartica was 
jg 109, against 10,240 tons in 1952 and 6,867 tons in 
1951. La Penitence mill was closed, but old Stampa 
mill continued in operation.

Sales were 17,573 tons of logs and lumber, against 
13 334 tons in 1952 and 10,647 tons in 1951. Of the 
1953 total, 28 per cent, went to the United Kingdom, 
28 per cent, to the United States of America, and 
44 per cent, was sold locally. The value of sales was 
¿398,553 (¿295,978 in 1952), of which exports, which 

j See Circular, June, 1953, page 155.
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are now taken to include all company’s timber leaving 
British Guiana, contributed £258,600, against £179,555 
(on the new basis) in 1952. Despite the increased sales, 
the trading loss for the year rose from £34,858 in 1952 
to £72,581, the rise “ being appreciably but not wholly 
due to expensive new installations not yet fully 
operational.”

This company is regarded as having great poten­
tialities as a support to the colony’s economy and as a 
dollar earner.

British Guiana : Potaro Hydro-Electric Co­
Capital approved, £285,000. British Guiana Con­
solidated Goldfields, Ltd., and the Colonial Development 
Corporation are forming this company to install a hydro­
electric station at Tumatumari Falls on the Potaro river, 
primarily to supply power to the goldfields company. 
The share capital of the hydro-electric company is 
£100,000, of which 55 per cent, will be held by British 
Guiana Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd., and 45 per cent, 
by the corporation. The balance of finance required 
will be provided by the corporation as a debenture loan.

The estimated cost of construction of the station is 
£340,000. A start was made in December, 1953, and 
it is hoped to complete the work in 1955. At December 
31st, 1953, the corporation had advanced £30,000.

British Honduras : Barton Ramie Estate. Capital 
approved, £347,000. At December 31st, 1953, about 
550 acres had been planted. Production was dis­
appointing in 1953, amounting to 29 tons of decorticated 
ribbon against an estimate of 125 tons. An expert 
re-assessment in December, 1953, discovered many 
unsolved technical problems and recommended experi­
ment for a further three years. Further development 
on a commercial scale was stopped. The report 
expresses doubt as to whether further experiment is 
justified, and the question of whether to continue on a 
reduced scale or to close down was under consideration. 
At December 31st, 1953, the amount spent was £169 236 
including losses for 1952 and 1953 amounting to £45,’163’

British Honduras Fruit Co., Ltd. Capital 
approved £40,000. In the 1952 report this project, 
under which commercial production of bananas had been 
attempted m the Stann Creek area, was stated to have 
been abandoned.§ On urgent governmental representa­
tion, however, consideration was afterwards given to 
the possibility of using the land and labour for produc­
tion of citrus and cocoa. At the end of 1952 plantings 

104 acres had been Iaid out with oranges In 
19o3 the acreage was brought up to 500. The cocoa 
experiment previously situated at Sittee River was 
transferred to Stann Creek, 33 trial acres being planted.

Negotiations were in progress with private enterprise 
tor participation in finance and management, but these 
were broken off when it was heard that the United 
Kingdom intended to import fresh citrus and canned 
grapefruit from the United States of America. Further 
plantings were also stopped. The book value of assets 
¿4154213 and C°COa’ at December 31st, 1953, was

British Honduras: Cramer Estates. Canita! 
approved, £59,000. Rents and royalties S 

from concessions during the year covered land tax and

§ See Circular, June, 1953, page 155. 

local administration costs, but the net loss after meeting 
head office and regional office charges was £838. The 
amount of the corporation’s investment, at December 
31st, 1953, was £50,692.

British Honduras : Fort George Hotel, Belize. 
Capital approved, £276,000. In the previous report 
it was recorded || that the hotel was opened on January 
19th. Business was poor in the hot months, but 
picked up in October. The accommodation, food and 
service were much commended, but in response to sug­
gestions that additional outside amenities would increase 
custom a swimming pool is to be built. The capital 
cost was written down by £150,000, and after providing 
depreciation on reduced capital expenditure of £106,758 
the hotel made a net trading loss of £4,622.

Dominica : Castle Bruce Estate. Capital 
approved, £35,000. The negotiations with the 
local government, which were in progress when the 
previous report was compiled, failed, and the estate 
continued on a care and maintenance basis.

Dominica : Melville Hall Estate. Capital 
approved, £80,000. This sum of £80,000 is £20,000 
less than that given in the previous report. “Last 
year,” states this report, “ assets and provisions were 
shown gross pending better assessment.” The estate 
now grows 200 acres of bananas and 200 acres of coco­
nuts, of which latter 80 acres are immature. Intensive 
manuring and mulching markedly improved the bananas, 
and Melville Hall is now the largest producer of bananas 
in Dominica. During the year 97,785 stems were sold 
against 28,800 in 1952. Copra production was 88 tons, 
compared with 90 tons in the previous year. In 1953 
the estate made a profit of £6,489, which compares 
with a loss of £13,313 in 1952. The total amount spent 
on the estate to December 31st, 1953, was £69,552. 
It is now well-ordered under a new Dominican manager, 
and makes a small but significant contribution to island 
economy.

Dominica Hydro-electric and Cold Store. 
Capital approved, £205,000. This capital sum 
compares with £111,000, which was the amount recorded 
in the 1952 report. The hydro-electric generating 
station was opened on June 15th, 1953, and the final 
section of Roseau switched over to the hydro-electric 
supply on June 26th, the thermal power station being 
then closed down. Construction of all but one of the 
planned branch transmission lines had been completed 
by December 31st, 1953. At that date expenditure on 
the scheme amounted to £170,403, including a loss for 
the year of £5,374. Increased consumption was 
expected, leading to better trade results, but in the 
first five years of operation prices cannot be raised no 
matter what the loss.

The cold store completed its first full year’s trading, 
and made a trading profit of £176. Business was 
expanding slowly, but ice sales were disappointing. The 
amount spent on this scheme to December 31st, 1953» 
was £24,162.
«5?yman islands Airport. Capital approved» 
£60,000. The loan of £55,500 to finance construction 

e airP°rt, agreed in 1952, was fully drawn during 
1953. The principal and interest are secured by a

|| See Circular, June, 1953, page 156.
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first charge on the revenue of the Cayman Islands and 
guaranteed by the government of the islands. The 
runways were completed early in the year, and British 
West Indian Airways run two weekly services through 
the island either to Belize or Miami.

Grand Cayman Cannery. Capital approved, 
£104,000. As recorded in the previous report,<[ pro­
duction of turtle soup, which had been commenced at 
the newly completed cannery in April, was suspended 
in October, 1952. Market research confirmed the 
United States of America as the only substantial market, 
but efforts to introduce the product on a scale sufficient 
to justify continuation were unsuccessful. The can­
nery was therefore closed in May, 1953, and negotiations 
instituted for disposal of the factory by lease or sale 
Under the existing agreement turtles will be accepted 
from the fishers’ association uj5 to June 30th, 1954, and 
sold alive in the United States of America.

Jamaica Citrus Growers, Ltd. Capital approved, 
£110,000. At December 31st, 1953, the outstanding 
amount of the corporation’s loan to the company had 
been reduced by £3,500 to £94,000.

Jamaica Cooling Store. Capital approved, 
£138,000. The year 1953 was the second full year of 
working; it showed a trading profit of £669 on storage 
charges of £19,786.

Jamaica Public Service Co., Ltd. Capital 
approved, £300,000. The corporation has loaned 
£294,000 to this company, which supplies electricity 
throughout the island under franchise, for expansion of 
activities. The loan is secured by debenture under 
Trust Deed, and is repayable at the end of 10 years.

Turks Islands Salt Co., Ltd. Capital approved, 
£60,000. Owing mainly to inadequate loading facilities 
the company has had increasing difficulties in disposing 
of salt. Sales for the year ending September 30th, 1953, 
were only 9,180 tons compared with a production 
potential of about 50,000 tons, 45,516 tons being left 
on hand. The company defaulted in payment of 
interest at June 30th and December 31st, 1953, but the 
corporation refrained from the exercise of full rights 
under the deed pending the outcome of discussions with 
the Jamaica Government and the Colonial Office.

St. Lucia. Castries Reconstruction Agency. 
Value of contract, £1,250,000. The previous report 
recorded the completion of the work undertaken in this 
connexion. The contractors’ organization and the cor­
poration staff were withdrawn, and final accounts were 
being prepared when the report was drawn up. It is 
now expected that the fees earned by the corporation 
will cover expenditure by a modest margin.

St. Vincent Hydro-electric and Cold Store. 
Capital approved, £200,000. The generating station 
started up on March 30th, 1953, and took over the load 
from the thermal station on April 11th.**  Anjnitial 
rapid build up of the load eased off towards the end 
of the year. There was a trading loss of £1,446 for the 
Year, but as in Dominica, prices cannot be increased 
during the first five years of operation. Expenditure 
°n the scheme at December 31st, 1953, amounte o 
£152,327.

USee Circular, June, 1953, page 156.
** See Circular, February, 1954, page 37,

Late delivery of materials delayed the reconstruction 
of the old government ice plant and cold store, which 
had been taken over in 1952, for over six months. The 
ice plant was completed in August, 1953 ; completion 
of the cold store was due in February, 1954. Limited 
ice making and cold storage facilities were made avail­
able during reconstruction. Owing to loss of revenue 
during the protracted reconstruction period, there was 
a trading loss for 1953 of £979. At December 31st, 
1953, expenditure on the project had amounted to 
£24,409. An agreement was reached with Bottlers 
(St. Vincent) Ltd., for sale of ice and renting of cold 
storage space, and prospects for 1954 are regarded as fair.

Trinidad Cement, Ltd. Capital approved, 
£1,200,000. At December 31st, 1953, the issued and 
paid up capital of this company, formed in association 
with the Rugby Portland Cement Co., Ltd., was 
$240,000 in $5 ordinary shares, of which one-third 
(£16,667) had been subscribed by the corporation, and 
$4,800,000 (£1,000,000) in $5 cumulative preference 
shares entirely subscribed by the corporation. Con­
struction went steadily ahead during the year and pro­
duction is expected by July, 1954.

B.W. I. Sugar Production

The following.particulars of 1952 and 1953 production, 
and estimates of 1954 production and local consumption, 
for the sugar-producing territories which are members 
of the British West Indies Sugar Association, sum­
marizes the latest information received by the West 
India Committee :—

Crop Results and Forecasts 
(long tons of sugar)

Production
Local and 

Neighbouring 
Consumption

Antigua ...............
Barbados*  ...
British Guiana
Jamaica ...
St. Kitts ...............
St. Lucia................
Trinidad ...............

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871

50,613
9,203 

137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
240,176 
330,237

51,579
10,392 

152,618

Estimate 
1954 

12,600 
178,953$ 
246,000 
360,935$ 

51,500
8,771$ 

172,777$

1953
2,780 

12,645 
16,390 
49,020
3,619
1,668 

23,060

Estimate 
1954 
1,550 

12,700 
16,600 
45,000 
3,700 
1,550 

23,025

907,866 977,744 1,031,536 109,182 104,125

St. Vincent............... 3,365 3,548 4,000 — 2,000

; Production figures include Fancy Molasses at 330 wine gallons/ton of sugar, 
f 4,000 shipped in 1953. $ Final figure.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd For the month of 
May production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 268,223 barrels

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Prod uc- 
tion for four weeks ended May 31st was 441,96 barr^

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. Ihe 
crude oil output for May was 284,237 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of May 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 

to 558,078 barrels.
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U.S.A. Citrus Surpluses
Questions in the Commons

Tn the House of Commons on June 16th the Minister 
of Food (Major Lloyd George) was questioned in 

regard to the policy of his Department in respect of the 
importation of fruit and foodstuffs subject to subsidy 
in the country of origin, and as to difficulties which had 
arisen with regard to the subsidization of fresh citrus 
fruit imported from the United States of America under 
Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act.

The Minister replied : “ Our general policy is to 
admit imports without restriction wherever we can 
afford to do so. Imports under Section 550 of the Mutual 
Security Act are, however, subject to special arrange­
ments agreed between the United States Administration 
and Her Majesty’s Government. The subsidy on citrus 
fruit imported into the United Kingdom was withheld 
by the United States Government at our request, in the 
interest of citrus growers in Colonial Territories. Repre­
sentations about the decision to take this fruit have been 
received on behalf of the citrus growers in the British 
West Indies and in Israel.”

In reply to a suggestion that the colonies were unable 
at present to supply the United Kingdom’s requirements 
of citrus fruits, and that in such circumstances it would 
be better to take advantage of the United States offer, 
Major Lloyd George said : “ As a matter of fact, as 
regards oranges, if the amount allowed was taken it 
would be only about 2.6 per cent, of our last year’s 
total, but in addition we have to take into consideration 
the question of price.”

Asked by Mr. James Griffiths what reply the Govern­
ment had made to the representations made by the 
delegation from the West Indies, Major Lloyd George 
gave the following answer : “ We are only too anxious 
to do anything we can to help here, but the fact is that 
the season for exports of citrus fruits from our colonies 
is the time when there are practically no effective 
exports from the United States. The fruits happen to 
come into harvest at different times in the two producing 
countries. &

When a Member inquired as to the agreed period for 
the importation of United States fresh citrus fruit with 
funds made available under Section 550 of the Mutual 
Security Act and to what extent fruit would normally 
be available from colonial territories during that period 
the Minister replied : “Import licences became avail- 
i + “10^4 U ?art °JMay and are valid until October 
31st, 1954 During this period negligible amounts of 
citrus fruit are available from Colonial Territories ”

°» Jwe «le Chancellor of the Exchequer gave 
pA S°YSe of Commons particulars of purchases of 
?States surpluses under Section 550 of the Mutual 
S^lty Ay The . procurement authorization ” of 
J 500 ooo^ and r Products was : oranges 
Wo^' ¿500’000; tinned grapefrlit

£500,000 Quantities purchased to that date, with 
boxe's (orabouWO 'atS^' tinned

Jamaica Agriculture

Text-book for Jamaica Farmers
Outstanding among the progressive elements in 

Jamaica are the Jamaica Agricultuial Society 
and the officials of the Agricultural Department in the 
island. Readers of the Circular are aware of the new 
ground recently broken by the Society in compiling a 
farmers’ handbook and directory, and in establishing a 
permanent all-island agricultural show ground at 
Denbigh Commons, and of the excellent agricultural 
extension work of both society and department.

Their enthusiasm and industry has now led to the 
compilation and publication of a comprehensive text­
book on agriculture for Jamaican farmers* which can 
only be likened to the well-known standard work 
compiled for the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
(Fream’s Elements of Agriculture). The Jamaica Agri­
cultural Society, in fact, is becoming to the Jamaica 
farmer what the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
has been to the farmers of the British Isles, and with the 
co-operation of a keen and competent Department of 
Agriculture is giving a lead which constitutes a sub­
stantial service not only to the agricultural com­
munity, but to the rest of the people in the island to 
whom an adequate and efficient agricultural industry 
is of such prime importance.

The Farmer’s Guide is an ambitious publication. 
The aim has been a compilation containing authoritative 
information on all aspects of Jamaican agriculture, and 
the list of those who have co-operated to this end is 
long and impressive. There are five sections. The 
first deals with the general principles of agricultural 
operations ; the second with major and minor field crops 
in turn ; the third—a very small section but typical of 
the thorough survey which has been made of the small 
farmer’s needs—with the cultivation of flowers suited 
to the small area and small amount of spare time 
available to most peasant farmers; the fourth with 
livestock and dairying ; the fifth with weeds, pests, 
diseases and vermin and their control, and the common 
ailments of domestic animals and poultry. Appendices, 
a glossary and an index complete the volume, which is 
well illustrated with photographs, diagrams, maps and 
plans, a number of the photographs being in colour.

It is to be regretted that restricted space precludes a 
detailed review of the comprehensive information set 
out in this book. Without such a review it is not 
possible to convey a proper realization of what has 
been done to ensure that the farmer, whatever his needs, 
shall not consult the publication in vain.

It may be a little while, however, until the average 
peasant farmer in Jamaica has reached a standard of 
agricultural education which will enable him to make 
full use of The Farmer’s Guide, while the price of the book 
is on the high side. Nevertheless those responsible for 
the production of the volume are to be congratulated 
on their enterprise, and all will wish the venture the 
success which it undoubtedly deserves.

* The^^rmer’s Guide. Prepared and published with the help 
and collaboration of the Department of Agriculture by «e 
Jamaica Agricultural Society. Printed by the University Press, 
Glasgow Scotland, 1954. Price 30s. net, post free, from the 
West India Committee.
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Sugar Cane Agriculture Ashridge Lecture Courses

Although the Queensland sugar cane industry is 
"^comparatively young, planters in that territory are 
not behind the old-established producers of cane sugar. 
Whereas Louisiana and Java both established sugar 
experiment stations in 1885, and Hawaii in 1895, the 
Queensland Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations was 
set up by 1900.

Thus, a new text-book on sugar cane agriculture,* 
compiled by the director of the Bureau and two of his 
colleagues, may be accepted as being based on practical 
experience and scientific achievement comparable with 
that attained in any other region where sugar cane is 
cultivated. Such expectation is fully justified by the 
Manual of Cane-Growing recently added to the Australian 
Agricultural and Livestock 
Series published by Angus & 
Robertson, Ltd. The opening 
chapters explain the biology 
of the sugar cane plant and 
discuss the nature and pro- i 
perties of soil, in general and 
in relation to sugar cane 
culture. There follow descrip­
tions of the techniques of land 
preparation, planting and : 
growing the crop, irrigation ¡ 
and drainage, and harvesting. 
This general survey of the 
operations of cane culture is 
supplemented by discussion of 
particular problems—soil con­
servation ; effects of frost, 
hail and wind-bum ; cane 
varieties and cane breeding ; 
control of weeds and grasses ; 
pests and diseases ; the use of 
fertilizers, in relation to the 
conditions prevailing in various 
parts of the state.

Throughout the volume the 
matter is presented with the 
clarity that comes from com­
plete familiarity with both 
theory and practice, combined 
with experience in expounding 
both aspects of the subject. 
The book is a sound and valu­
able contribution to the literature on sugar cane agri" 
culture, and will be studied with profit by students and 
Planters both within and beyond the Dominion ot 
Australia. It is profusely illustrated by photographs, 
and there are a number of coloured plates to assist tne 
Identification of pests and diseases.

Molasses Tanker

May we send your friend a post free copy of the 
Circular ? __

■^Manual °f Cane-Growing, by Norman J.
R- W. Mungomery (Officer in Charge, Division of Entomogy 
and Pathology) and C. G. Hughes (Senior P^logist Bureau 

Sugar Experiment Stations, Queensland.
cultural and Livestock Series. Angus & Roberts© , 
Sydney and London, 1953. Price 63s.

Commonwealth Affairs
TPhe customary arrangements have been made 

year for a series of week-end courses during
this 
the

summer at the Bonar Law Memorial College at Ashridge, 
and from Friday, July 16th to Monday, July 19th, there 
will be a course (No. 45) dealing with The Commonwealth 
—Realities and Illusions.

This course will attempt to assess the present position 
of the Commonwealth and the colonial territories. 
Among questions discussed will be whether the Common­
wealth can be economically self-sufficient, whether it 
can be bound more closely together, and what is involved 
in the progress of the colonies towards self-government.

The lectures will be intro­
duced by Mr. J. G. Foster, Q.C., 
M.P., Parliamentary Under­
secretary of State, Common­
wealth Relations Office. Pro­
fessor Nicholas Mansergh, 
Smuts Professor of the History 
of the British Commonwealth, 
University of Cambridge, will 
discuss constitutional changes 
since the Statute of West­
minster ; Professor E. E. Rich, 
Vere Harmsworth Professor of 
Imperial and Naval History, 
University of Cambridge, will 
speak on common and diver­
gent policies in the Common­
wealth ; Mr. S. D. Bailey, 
assistant director, the Hansard 
Society, will talk on parlia­
mentary government in the 
colonies; and Mr. Arthur 
Hazlewood of the Institute of 
Colonial Studies, Oxford, will 
lecture on colonial economic 

। development.
The inclusive fee for the 

course is £3 15s. Inquiries and 
applications to attend should 

I be addressed to the Secretary, 
Ashridge, Berkhamsted, Herts. Wovt indies 0

(Photo—The Shields Gazette)

New Molasses Tanker

The photograph reproduced above was taken on 
Tune 1st and shows the m.v. Athelmere, a molasses 
tanker, moving down the slipway at Hebbum-on-Tyne.

The vessel is the latest addition to the fleet of Athel 
Line Ltd., a subsidiary of the United Molasses Co., 
Ltd/ and was launched by Mrs. McGaw, wife of Mr. 
A T McGaw, a director of United Molasses.

'The Athelmere, of 10,300 tons deadweight is being 
built bv R & W. Hawthorn, Leslie & Co., Ltd., and is 
expected to cost approximately £800,000. She will be 
engaged primarily in lifting molasses m the West Indies 
and will be seen in those waters m the late autumn.
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Centeno Farm Institute

Training Courses Begin
A scheme for the establishment of an Eastern Carib­

bean Farm Institute, considered by the Development 
and Welfare Organization in the West Indies in 1950,* 
was formally approved by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on December 8th, 1951.

This scheme provided for the erection and main­
tenance, at Centeno in Trinidad, of a residential institu­
tion with a self-contained farm to provide agricultural 
training at the intermediate level for, initially, up to 
40 students, by the governments of Barbados, the 
Leeward Islands, Trinidad and Tobago, and the four 
colonies comprising the Windward Islands.

A draft agreement between the participating govern­
ments was accepted at a meeting of representatives in 
January, 1952, since when those representatives have 
functioned as the governing body of the institute, and 
their first report,J covering the preliminary work done 
in 1952 and 1953, has recently been issued.

The first course of training was due to commence on 
March 3rd, 1954, with three students from Barbados, 
two from Antigua and one from Montserrat, two each 
from St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica and three 
from Grenada, and 17 from Trinidad and Tobago. 
Mr. J. C. Hotchkiss, former Assistant Adviser on 
Agricultural Education to the Comptroller of Develop­
ment and Welfare, is the first Principal, with Mrs. 
Hotchkiss as Bursar, Mr. D. C. Newman as Tutor in 
Animal Husbandry, Mr. W. E. Freeman as Tutor in Crop 
Husbandry, and Mr. J. Arnott as technical farm assistant.

The normal institute course is intended to cover a 
period of two years, and it has generally been agreed 
that the institute’s primary function will be to provide

* See Circular, May, 1951, page 109.
t Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute. First Report of the 

Governing Body (Provisional), covering the years 1952 and 
1953. Government Printing Office, Trinidad, B.W.I., 1954. 

adequate training for those who will eventually fill 
posts, for which the possession of the full scientific 
training of a University degree course is not essential, 
of Departments of Agriculture in the region, and, when 
opportunity permits, agriculturists of similar standing in 
commercial agriculture. The institute will, however, 
initially concentrate on providing specialized and 
intensive training for staff already in the service of 
Departments of Agriculture, and these special courses 
will be condensed into the 52 weeks of the farming year.

Particulars are given of progress made in development 
of the institute farm, which is intended to be the 
institute’s chief laboratory, but run in such a manner 
as to pay its way.

The institute is an essentially practical venture, and 
with proper support from the participating territories 
should make a welcome contribution to the improve­
ment of agricultural practice in the Caribbean.

The London Trade Talks

Several references have been made in recent issues 
to the trade talks held in London between delegates and 
advisers representing the Jamaica Government and the 
West Indies Regional Economic Committee and the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The delegates and their advisers found it necessary 
to hold a number of private meetings among themselves, 
and for this purpose the members’ room of the West 
India Committee was placed at their disposal. Just 
before the start of one of the later meetings, after Mr. 
Bustamante and several other members had returned 
home, the photograph which appears below was taken. 
It shows :—

Seated : Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood, Mr. Garnet Gordon, 
Mr. Albert Gomes, Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, Professor C. 
Beasley, Mr. Harold Robinson and Mr. S. Hochoy.

Standing : Mr. C. D. De Lisser, Mr. H. Wakeford and 
Mr. F. W. Allen.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“gELIEB half what you see—nuttin’ what you 
year.”

* * *
Milton McNichol, an 18 years old Jamaican study­

ing farming in this country, won the Queen’s Cup in the 
Young Fanners’ Clubs’ stock judging competition at the 
Royal Agricultural Show held in Windsor Great Park 
from July 6th to 9th.

* * *
The m.s. Stella Polaris, the well-known cruise ship, 

leaves Southampton on November 30th for her annual 
voyage to the West Indies. The vessel accommodates 
165 first-class passengers and the staterooms and 
public rooms are air conditioned. An announcement 
appears on page xii in this issue.

* * *
In view of the present heavy administrative burden 

in British Guiana, arrangements have been made with 
the Nigerian Government for the temporary secondment 
of Mr. F. D. Jakeway to reHeve the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. J. Gutch, when he goes on leave this month. Mr. 
Jakeway left London by air on July 1st for Georgetown.

* * *
Sir Alexander Roger has retired as chairman of 

British Insulated Callender’s Cables Ltd., and has been 
succeeded by Mr. W. H. McFadzean, C.A., deputy­
chairman and chief executive of the company. Mr. 
McFadzean has served B.I.C.C. for 22 years and has an 
intimate knowledge of the world-wide business of the 
company.

The Football Association, whose summer meeting was 
held at Scarborough from July 6th to Sth, announce that 
a team of young professionals, with, possibly, some 
amateurs, will tour the West Indies in May and J^e 
of next year. The meeting was attended by Mr. 
A. E. V. Barton, who represents the West Indies on the 
council of the Football Association.

* * *
Sir Edward Ritson, who was recently appointed to 

be sole commissioner to carry out a salaries revision and 
to make recommendations about reorganization oi t e 
Civil Service in Trinidad, arrived at Port-of-Spam at 
the end of June. Sir Edward has been Deputy Chairman 
of the Board of Inland Revenue in the United Kingdom 
since 1949. In 1953 he carried out a similar salaries 
^quiry in Singapore.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Mr. L. E. Ashenheim, 
Mr. W. H. Black, Lieut.-Colonel Joseph Connell, Mr. 
W. I. G. Davies, Mr. K. B. Hardy, Mr and Mrs C H. 
Hewitt, Mr. F. W. Holder, Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Pengelley, 
Mr. G. L. B. Persaud, Mr. Philip Sherlock Mr. A. A. L. 
Thomas, Mr. P. E. Turner, Mr. A. C. Ashbee, Capt . 
E. Earle Hughes, Mr. C. L. Pitt, Mr. J. Slater, Mr. A. 
L- Floissac and Mr. H. Houghton.

* ♦ *
Our correspondent at Port-of-Spain writes as follows 

“ A new era in the history of Trinidad cricket was 
opened recently when a game was played at the Queen’s 
Park Oval for the first time on a turf wicket. Jeff 
Stollmeyer, who has been advocating the introduction 
of a turf wicket for a long time, said that he was quite 
satisfied with the experimental wicket. The wicket 
was created by the curator of the B.G. Cricket Club in 
Georgetown, who was brought over to supervise the final 
preparation of the turf.”

* * *
Mr. Philip Sherlock, vice-principal of the University 

College of the West Indies and director of Extra-Mural 
Studies, was due to arrive in Nigeria on July 14th to 
lecture on community development and adult education. 
His tour, of three weeks, under the auspices of the 
British Council, begins in Lagos where he will give two 
lectures ; he then proceeds to the Western and Eastern 
Regions and then to Northern Nigeria. Mr. Sherlock 
will show films on the University College and on com­
munity development.

* * *
A conference of Commissioners of Police Forces in 

the Colonies and Protectorates will be held from July 
12th to 16th at the Police College, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, 
near Coventry. Twenty-four territories will be repre­
sented. Sir Charles Jeffries, Deputy Under-Secretary of 
State, Colonial Office, will be chairman. The object of 
the conference is to discuss common problems relating 
to the methods, administration and training of the 
oversea police forces. It will be the second conference 
of its kind : the first took place at Ryton-on-Dunsmore 
in April, 1951.______________

Ministry of Food

Deputy Director of Sugar
Tt was reported in the Ministry of Food Bulletin on 
A Tune 19th, that Mr. R. C. Erskine, O.B.E Deputy 
Director of the Sugar Division, had returned to the 
sugar refining industry after nearly 15 years service 
^Mr^Ersktae^omed the Ministry in 1939 as Deputy 

Chief Area Sugar Officer at Greenock. In 1945 he was 
transferred to the Sugar Division headquarters, and 
became Deputy Director in 1950.

U.K. Fruit Imports

Improved Handling Facilities
Tt is reported that the Town Council of Preston in 
I Lancashire, has approved plans for the modernization 
of Preston Dock, and the installation of new equipment 
to deal adequately with the increasing quantities of 

^Ss  ̂ Wizard Islands and
T „islands the two ships which bring over most of 
i7bl“om Doming, usually discharge their 

cargoes.
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Private Enterprise

Its Place in the Caribbean
The article reproduced below appeared in the June 2\st 

issue of the Daily Gleaner, of Jamaica, under the 
heading of “ A few Home Truths.” It was written by one 
of its regular London contributors, Charles Archibald.

Once again, Mr. J. M. Campbell, the chairman of
Booker Brothers McConnell & Co., Ltd., has 

entered the arena of political controversy armed with 
the common sense of a successful businessman.

“ I have heard people silly enough to suggest that it 
might be a good thing ‘ politically ’ if Bookers had had 
a bad year in 1953 and not paid a dividend. Good for 
whom ? ” And, “ obviously, it is important to Bookers’ 
shareholders, staff and labour that Bookers should be 
efficient and prosperous, but it is also very important 
to the people of British Guiana.”

These remarks, and many more equally sage, were 
made by Mr. Campbell in the course of his statement 
issued to shareholders with the annual accounts of the 
company. The whole statement should be carefully 
read and discussed throughout the British Caribbean. 
It crystallizes the thoughts that must be running through 
a number of business heads in the region, and it expresses 
the conditions in which private enterprise may be 
expected to continue to operate in Caribbean communities 
in face of the political change coming over the local scene.

Moreover, Mr. Campbell gives a lead to his business 
associates. He accepts the consequences of political 
change to the extent that will give local communities 
a decisive voice in the direction of their affairs. He is 
not afraid of progressive Governments formed by 
Guianese with Guianese in the seats of power. He is 
not on the side of reaction, according to his statement.

“ Up to the People ”
But he puts the facts of the situation plainly to the 

peopie of the Caribbean. If they want external capital 
and skills to help them in their task of improving their 
living standards then they must provide reasonable 
attractions for this capital and these skills.

If they want to drive external capital from the area 
there is an easy way to accomplish that feat. All that 
has to happen is for governments to be elected which 
will set about expropriating existing businesses and 
introducing laws which effectively prevent investment 
money from yielding returns ordinarily considered to be 
necessary before money is ventured.

In other words, the Caribbean can either meet 
ordinary business requirements in its economic arrange­
ments, or not, as it pleases. But, if it doesn’t meet the 
ordinary requirements, it won’t get the business. And 
it was one of the most useful parts of the Campbell 
statement that it said quite unequivocally that Bookers 
were in a position to withdraw from the Caribbean if 
need be, and would certainly not stay to be victimized 
by an extremist Government.

The fact of the matter, of course, is that the Caribbean 
needs all the busmess enterprise it can attract and that 
the region is prepared, by and large, to make the neces­
sary arrangements. We do not want Bookers to leave 
the area and we certainly cannot do without the “ know­

how ” of our local business communities. They com­
prise a most important section of the regional population 
and are, in fact, irreplaceable in present circumstances.

The Local Case
But when we have said this, we have not said every­

thing. The business concerns also must make some of 
their arrangements to suit us. We do not want them 
to dominate local life as they did in pre-war days. We 
want much better living conditions for the mass of our 
people than they enjoyed before the war, and we expect 
businessmen to assist in the drive for better living 
conditions, rather than to oppose it.

We want our Governments to be responsive, in the 
main, to the popular will and not to the private business 
will, or, to considerations which do not emanate from 
local sources.

Mr. Campbell’s acceptance of the local case, as stated 
here, is implicit in his statement, and the whole tone 
indicates that he sees no reason why an accommodation 
pleasing to both sides cannot be reached on the basis 
of the changed political structure. If he will do the 
Caribbean the service of convincing one or two of his 
associates of the value of a new’ compromise we shall 
be eternally in his debt.

And this because one fact about the Caribbean has 
to be rammed home again and again. The people in 
the area have no intention whatever of returning to 
pre-war material and spiritual poverty if they can 
possibly help it. And if they cannot wholly escape 
poverty they prefer to be poor in their own way, and 
not that of somebody else.

In the British Caribbean, we have finished for some 
while ahead with dancing to an overseas tune and 
trying to imitate a fashion of fife and manners not 
essentially suitable to us. We are now about to rid 
ourselves of leaders who have been guilty of semi- 
betrayal of the cause of independence, and the next 
political step may well be the decisive one away from 
the past.

British Guiana Future
But we are glad, I should think, to have about us 

people like J. M. Campbell whose common sense tells 
him what is happening and whose integrity leads him 
to state his case without apologies.

The future of the British Caribbean depends largely 
on the success we make of current transitions, social, 
political and economic. Some of our politicians have 
increased the difficulty of these transitions by mis­
interpreting or misrepresenting Caribbean aspirations.

We should be much further along the road of our new 
society than we are to-day. And Mr. Campbell has told 
us in set terms that most people are prepared to Id 
our new society live, so long as it is not our intention 
to kill them off. With this obvious addendum—that 
no one is going to stay to be killed off.

[Mr. Campbell’s statement appeared in full in last

The subscription for Membership of the West IftdM 
Committee, which is payable on election, is ¿1 10s. M 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms, etc. w 
the case of individuals elected on or after July Is/ 
initial subscription is 15s. and in that of firms ¿2 12s. 6 • 
Subscriptions are renewable on January Is/.
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

ADMINISTRATOR Leaves. Miss Helen Goodwin, 
in a letter from St. John’s dated June 25th, states :

L “ The Administrator, Mr. R. St. O. Wayne, has 
sailed for England after serving the colony for over six 
years. During this time he has shown himself a con­
scientious and tolerant adviser, a lover of music and art 
with an active desire to help others having similar 
interests, and a hospitable and attentive host. Mr. 
Wayne sailed in one of the French ‘ banana boats,’ a 
line of small ships excellently fitted out to take twelve 
passengers. This line, thanks to the energies of Mr. 
Wayne, now calls at Antigua each month, and has 
proved a boon to us, as it is our only direct passenger 
service to Europe. It is very fitting, therefore, that he 
should make his last voyage as Administrator of Antigua 
by this line.

Other Departures. “ Sailing by the same ship were 
Mrs. E. M. Foote, who will stay in London with her son, 
Sister Harney, late of the Holberton Hospital, and Dr. 
Alfred McDonald who is on ‘ study leave.’

Red Cross Week. “ Red Cross June Week has been 
uppermost in our minds this month, and our target is 
set at $1,500.

Appeal for Church Bells. “ There has also been a 
strong move to raise a collection to purchase chiming 
bells for St. John’s Cathedral. There are two decided 
schools of thought over this, as some people feel that 
there are greater needs in the churches, which should 
receive attention first. This spirit of opposition has 
stimulated the enthusiasm of the ‘ pro-Bellites, and we 
have had a very successful fair towards raising funds.

The Weather. “ The weather is still deplorably dry. 
There have been some welcome showers, and e 
pastures are green, but we have had no heavy rain.

The Birthday Honours. “ The award in the 
Birthday Honours of the British Empire 
Iris Dixon, senior telephone operator, 
wholehearted approval of all classes.

Medal to Miss 
has won the

BAHAMAS
Mr. ClevelandNew Barrister. Our correspondent, Mx.---- ~--

H. Reeves, writing from Nassau on ’
states: “Mr. Colin Hughes, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. • 
Hughes, of Nassau, has recently been welcomed to th 
Bahamas by the Chief Justice of the Bahamas, Mr. J. . 
McHenderson. Mr. Hughes has just returne 
England, where he was called to the Bar at Gray s inn 
He was educated at Washington University and 
Columbia University, New York, where he received 
both his B.A. and M.A. degrees. He then entered the 
University of London, where he took his rn.v.
economics.

Political Party’s Anniversary. “ The J6®?1® s 
Liberal Party, the Bahamas’ first real P°hW 
organized a year ago for the purpose of 1™P™'™r|d its 
^tions in general among the masses, 

first anniversary on June 11th, when delegates from 
several out-islands were in attendance. This party, 
which seems to be gaining momentum almost daily, is 
destined to play a very important role in the political 
life of the colony. It is now headed by Mr. H. M. 
Taylor, who is also its organizer. Mr. Taylor represents 
the out-island district known as Long Island. Mr. 
Cyril Stevenson, editor of one of Nassau’s most popular 
weekly papers, is the secretary, and Mr. William Cart­
wright, representative in the House of Assembly, for the 
district Cat Island, vice-president. Mr. A. Pindling is 
legal adviser to the party.

The Birthday Honours. “ Two Bahamians were 
among those honoured in the recent Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List. They were Mrs. Alice Smith Russel, 
cashier in the customs department, and Mr. Jonah F. 
Greenidge, Bailiff in the Supreme Court. Mrs. Russel, 
known as a most efficient officer of the customs depart­
ment, has served the Government for over 25 years. 
Mr. Greenidge has served for over 30 years, including 
several years as an officer of the Bahamas Police Force, 
and has given excellent service in both departments of 
government.

Yachting Venture. “ Mr. Gerald Ross, of Torquay, 
England, now residing in the Bahamas, has left Torquay 
with a crew of four to sail his new /O-ft. ocean-going 
yacht home to the Bahamas. Mr. Ross stayed in 
Nassau several years ago aboard another yacht called 
Ethalion, which moored at the ‘ Nassau Yacht Haven. 
It is understood that when he returns to the Bahamas 
he intends to make Nassau his home. The yacht, the 
Flying Fifty, was built at Gourock m Scotland to Mr. 
Ross’s specifications.

Obituary. “Miss Ethel Farrington died on June 
26th after a long illness. Miss Farrington who was 79 
was for a number of years attached to the telegraph 
department as chief clerk. She was widely known, and 
well liked for her friendly and congenial disposition.

“Mrs. Charles Higgs, one of Nassaus most dis­
tinguished and well-known citizens, died on June 24th 
after a long illness. Mrs. Higgs, who was _83, was active 
as a community worker, having been for some time 
president of the Daughters of the Empire and an 
executive of the Bahamas branch of the British Red 
Cross. An ardent church worker, she once served on 
the ladies’ auxiliary of Christ Church Cathedral.

Students Leaving for England. “ Among students 
leaving for school in England are Miss Beverly Turnquest 
and Miss Ironica Bodie. Miss Turnquest and Miss 
Bodie have both been recently awarded colonial scholar­
ships and become the third and fourth girls to leave 
Nassau within the past four weeks under this scheme. 
They will take a course in nursing at Orpington Hospital, 

Kent, England. . ,
Parliamentary Conference Representative. At 

a recent meeting of the Bahamas br“chc°f
wealth Parliamentary Association, Mr, C. W. F. Bethell,
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who represents the out-island district of Grand Bahama 
in the House of Assembly, was nominated to represent 
the branch at a parliamentary conference to be held in 
Kenya, Africa, in August. Mr. Bethell, who is one of 
the Bahamas’ most outstanding politicians, and at 
present acting speaker of the House of Assembly, is 
also head of Bethell & Robertson, Ltd.

Racing Commission. “ The Hon. Frederick South­
worth, Attorney-General of the Bahamas, accompanied 
by Mr. George Baker, chairman of the Bahamas Racing 
Commission, and Mr. John Bethell, a member of the 
commission, left for Ashbury Park, New Jersey, a week 
ago for the purpose of attending a racing conference, 
with a view of comparing racing standards in the United 
States with those in the Bahamas, it is reported. Race­
goers are anxious to see some improvement in conditions 
at our local race track.

Mr. Jackson’s Visit. “ Among recent visitors to 
Nassau was Mr. W. A. Jackson, an assistant secretary 
of the West India Committee. During his two-days 
visit to Nassau, Mr. Jackson was guest speaker at the 
Bahamas Chamber of Commerce monthly luncheon at 
Carlton House. He expressed himself as having had a 
very enjoyable stay in Nassau. He left Nassau for a 
four-days stay in Kingston, Jamaica.

Tourist Trade Development. “There is much 
discussion and a lot of pros and cons going on at present 
in Nassau over the idea of the granting of a casino 
licence to the Dunn Development Co., who have taken 
over the Butlin interests at Grand Bahama, one of the 
off islands in the Bahamas, where the Butlin company 
some time ago started a Tourist Centre. While all 
Bahamians are in favour of any development that would 
put money into circulation and make employment for 
Bahamians, a large number of Nassau’s leading citizens 
are directly opposed to a casino licence being granted 
on the grounds that the operation of such a casino as 
outlined by the Dunn’s interest might attract to the 
Bahamas a number of most undesirable citizens. The 
bill was passed by a majority of the Lower House, but 
met with disapproval by the Legislative Council, who 
made several amendments. Up to the present, nothing 
definite has been decided. Petitions have been sent in 
to the Government by both those opposing and those 
petitioning in favour of the granting of such a licence 
Both groups are now anxiously awaiting a final decision 
in the matter.

BARBADOS
The Sugar Crop. The Director of Agriculture, in 

the course of his report on the work of his department for 
the month of April, states : “ The harvesting of the 
old cane crop was continued during the month. Field 
yields in some areas, declined somewhat during the 
latter half of the month, especially in those areas where 
root mealy bug infestation is most noticeable. Yields 
of ratoon canes were falling short of estimates.
75^20 ControL “ During April a total of
/o,829,000 fnchogramma parasites were distributed to 
cane growers for the control of moth borer This 
brings the total distribution so far this season to 
161,423,000. season to

Root Borer and Cane Mealy Bug. " Investiea 
tions into the use of soil insecticides as a possible mefns 

of controlling sugar cane root borer and root mealy bug 
were continued.

Co-operative Activities. “ Mr. Arnold Bonner, 
lecturer at the Co-operative College in Loughborough, 
England, visited the island under the auspices of the 
British Council during the period April 1st to 9th. He 
delivered a number of lectures on co-operation to meetings 
sponsored by various co-operative societies as well as 
other interested groups. These lectures have resulted 
in a better understanding of co-operative principles and 
practice and have served to stimulate the development 
of the co-operative movement locally.

“ During the month the Co-operative Officer held 
discussions with two groups. On April 14th he met 
members of Division I of the Civil Service Association 
with whom he discussed Salary Earners’ Thrift Societies. 
On April 30th he addressed the Caribbean Women’s 
Alliance on some aspects of co-operation. It is proposed 
to hold further discussions with each of these groups.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
World Bank. Our correspondent, in a newsletter 

from Belize dated June 23rd, states : “ Mr. David L. 
Gordon of the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development has arrived in the colony. He will 
spend two to three weeks looking over the country and 
discussing the latest development plan.

Citrus Industry. “ The discussions between the 
Colonial Office and the trade delegations from the 
Jamaica Government and the West Indies Regional 
Economic Committee, concluded the other day, are of 
great importance to British Honduras in relation to 
citrus. The decision need not be repeated in this 
column as it will naturally be given full publicity else­
where in the Circular.

Internal Air Services. “ The Government has 
made a five-year agreement with British Colonial Air­
lines Inc. to continue, and to expand if economically 
possible, its services in British Honduras, with the 
option of renewal for a further five years.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Political Events. In a newsletter from Georgetown 

dated June 21st, our correspondent states: “ During 
the past month political undercurrents have broken 
surface with several more acts of destruction—both of 
public and private property. On May 25th a charge of 
dynamite was exploded in the pumping station of a 
company staff housing area at Bel Air on the coast 
outside Georgetown, with negligible damage. 
following night another explosion blew off the head 
and one arm of the statue of Queen Victoria standing 
in front of the Georgetown Law Courts ; that night also 
the statue of Queen Victoria in the grounds of the 
Colony House, New Amsterdam, was painted red. 
Earlier this month there was an unsuccessful attempt 
to bum a Catholic church in the coastal village of

^teryerwagting, 10 miles east of Georgetown.
These incidents, which have evoked widesprea 

Pkt? dis$ust that has been reflected in all sections oi 
the Press, have been interpreted as People’s Progressive 
Party acts of ‘ defiance ’ designed to show that serious 
damage could be done if the party so wished. Conse­
quently, further precautions have been taken to protec
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the community. Members of the local volunteer force 
are being used to guard important buildings. The 
Governor has issued an order adding East Demerara 
to the list of ‘ proclaimed districts ’ in which anyone 
carrying dangerous weapons or committing any of the 
other scheduled offences can be arrested and summarily 
charged in a magistrate’s court.

“ Meanwhile, Mrs. Janet Jagan has been charged in a 
Georgetown magistrate’s court with the illegal possession 
of the British Guiana Police Manual of Riot Drill, and 
five other P.P.P. leaders have been charged with the 
possession of subversive and unlawful publications. 
Mohamed Khan, another P.P.P. leader, has been arrested 
and charged with violating the order restricting his 
movements to the Georgetown area. A total of 18 
members of the P.P.P. have now been served with 
orders restricting their movements.

Peasant Cane Farming. “ A report on ‘ The 
Economic Production of Sugar Cane by Individual 
Farmers,’ by Mr. F. A. Brown, the former general 
manager of the Gezira land settlement scheme in the 
Sudan, was presented to the Legislative Council on 
May 21st. The report points out the inherent difficulty 
in the production of cane by small farmers, which is to- 
maintain an adequate standard of efficiency; it con­
cludes that this can only be overcome by the co-operation 
of farmers working in conjunction with the technique 
and the backing of an efficient modem industry.

“ On May 22nd Bookers Sugar Estates Ltd. announced 
their intention of setting up a large scale pilot scheme at 
Wales estate, nine miles up the Demerara River from 
Georgetown. The scheme will cover an area of over 
800 acres which will be let to individual farmers with 
holdings of approximately 14 acres each. A qualified 
agriculturist, who has had 25 years’ experience in charge 
of a land settlement in the Sudan, has been appointed to 
take charge of the scheme. He will co-ordinate the 
farmers’ cultivation and harvesting—all those operations 
which can more efficiently be done mechanically will be 
done with heavy machinery rented at cost from the 

Dr.

estate.
“ If, by these novel methods, cane farming can be 

turned into an economic success in the pilot scheme, it is 
expected that further schemes will be set up throughout 
the colony by the British Guiana sugar industry.

Credit Corporation. “ A bill establishing the 
British Guiana Credit Corporation passed its final 
reading in the Legislative Council on June 4th. r. 
Norman Duthie, the chairman of the credit corporation, 
returned to the colony on May 28th, together with Mr 
George Carmichael who has been appointed manager or 
the corporation.

Housing White Paper. “ The Government has 
issued a White Paper describing the housing programme 
for 1954, which has been approved by the Legis a ive 
Council. It is proposed that $4,668,000 be spen 
housing for the lower and middle income groups.
inoney will be used to purchase and prepare land,w 
build houses both for rental and for sale, and o m 
housing loans through the credit corporation.

Black Watch for British Guiana. “ The 2n 
Battalion of the Black Watch will be coming to Bnti 
Guiana in October to replace the 1st Battalion of t 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. This 

announced by Brigadier R. C. H. Hall, Commander 
of the Caribbean Area Forces, who was in the colony 
on a short visit.

Visitors. “ Among the visitors to the colony this 
month were : Brigadier Robert Hall, Commander of 
British Military Forces in the Caribbean ; Mr. W. A. 
Jackson, an assistant secretary of the West India 
Committee; and Dr. Anant Altekar, Professor of 
Ancient Indian History and Culture at Patna University, 
India.”

GRENADA
Governor’s Tour of Grenadines. Our correspon- 

• dent, Mr. E. R. Kent, in a letter from St. Andrew’s 
dated June 22nd, states : “ On June 3rd the Governor, 
Mr. E. Betham Beetham, sailed in the yacht Mollihawk 
on a tour of the Grenadine Islands. His Excellency 
visited most of the small islands and was welcomed 
by the local islanders who had not had an opportunity 
of welcoming the Governor at home for some time.

Mr. Jackson’s Visit. “ Of special interest to 
Grenada members was the visit of Mr. W. A. Jackson, 
an assistant secretary of the West India Committee, 
who was visiting the West Indies for the first time. 
Unfortunately the arrival of Mr. Jackson’s plane from 
St. Vincent coincided with the arrival of a rain squall, 
and visibility became so poor that the plane had to 
return to St. Vincent without landing. The following 
day, however, Mr. Jackson was more fortunate and 
landed safely at Pearls Airport. During his visit Mr. 
Jackson met many prominent members of the Govern­
ment and of the commercial and agricultural com­
munities. He also toured the island and spent a most 
interesting morning at Dougaldston Estate where he 
was $ery kindly shown the different phases in the 
preparation of local crops and products by Mr. W. P. 
Branch, the manager.

Anthrax Scare. “ Mr. H. E. Williams, veterinary 
officer attached to the Department of Agriculture in 
Trinidad, visited the island early in June at the request 
of Mr. W. R. E. Nanton, Superintendent of Agriculture, 
who feared that a number of cattle which had died 
suddenly at Dougaldston Estate had succumbed to 
anthrax. Upon investigation, however, Mr Williams 
found that the animals in question had probably died 
from arsenic poisoning caused by the spraying of the 
animals with a too concentrated solution of an insecti­
cide containing arsenic. There have been no further 
cases since, and it is now pretty well established that 
the animals did not die from anthrax.

Departures for U.K. “Sailing for England by 
s.s. Willemstad on June 15th were Ca.pt. E. Earle Hughes 
a director of Messrs. Geo. F. Huggins & Co. (Grenada) 
Ltd., and Mrs. Hughes. Capt. Hughes has had a very 
long association with the West India Committee, and 
was for many years the local correspondent to the 
Ctrcittar Sailing by the same boat were Mi. H. S. 
Gibson, a director of Hankeys (Grenada) Ltd. and 
manager of the Grenville branch, and Mrs. Gibson, 
who are also to spend their holiday in the U.K.

Representative to Agricultural Meeting. “ Mr.
D A Perryman, who is in charge of the Cocoa Rehabilita- 

Scheme in Grenada, leaves the colony towards the 
Ind of the month for Costa Rica where he will represent
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Grenada at the fifth meeting of the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Science.

Auditor for Malay. “ Mr. J. V. Gatchfield, Principal 
Auditor, Windward Islands, left the colony on June 
13th for England, on leave. It is understood that at 
the expiration of his leave he will be taking up an 
appointment as Senior Auditor, Malay. Meanwhile 
Mr. N. B. Stalker, late of the Uganda Civil Service, who 
took up duties as Assistant Auditor on May 4th, will 
act as Principal Auditor.

Civil Service Commission. “ The Governor has 
been pleased to re-appoint Sir Clement Malone, O.B.E., 
Q.C. (Chairman), Dr. J. R. Groome, Rev. Fr. A. Bow­
ring, O.P., and Mr. W. H. Hagley to be the Civil Service 
Commission for a further period of one year.

Telephone Survey. “ Mr. W. J. S. Rae, of the 
Chief Engineer Section, Cable and Wireless, London, 
arrived on June 12th for talks with the Government in 
connexion with the installation of a new telephone 
system, and to conduct a survey of local requirements.

Banana Industry. “On June 15th the s.s. Antarctic 
Ocean loaded 54 tons of Bananas for the U.K. This is 
the biggest shipment since the resuscitation of the 
banana industry, and it is a healthy sign that Messrs. 
Antilles Products have seen fit to add a third boat to 
their banana fleet, thus enabling shipments to be made 
at 10-day intervals instead of fortnightly. A further 
shipment of 15,000 Lacatan plants has been received 
from Dominica. During the month the Hon. D A 
Henry and Mr. W. A. Knight, president and secretary 
of the Grenada Agricultural Association, visited St. 
Lucia for talks with representatives of the banana 
industry from the other Windward Islands.

Road Report “ Mr. F. H. P. Williams, of the 
R°ad Research Laboratory, England, has reported 
to the Government on a recent examination of the 
whnLrTtd y8161"' 7? his rePort he pointed out that 
whilst St. Lucia had two miles of maintained road per 
square mile of surface area, Britain had three and one- 
quarter, and Grenada five miles.

Guide Trainer. “The Hon. Miss Beryl Cozens- 
Hardy, Guide Trainer from England, was given an 
official welcome at the Guide Hut, St. Gecrgf’s when 
she arrived here on June 2nd. During her stay she 
Station^ r five^ay timing camp at Quarantine 
St 'Sm GeoF®e s'.and a two-day training course in 
St. Patrick s. A Guide parade and rally was held in 
her honour. J 111

JAMAICA
Minister Summoned. Our correspondent, Mr H 

writes “The Her dated June 26«^
writes . The Hon. Donald Sangster, Minister of 
Finance, has been cited for contempt of court The 
Chief Justice granted an order in the Supreme Court on 
J^y 6thh’ reqUmng Sangster to show cause by

“ The acting Solicitor General moved on behalf of the 
actmg Attorney-General, stating that ' the fundamenta" 
constitutional principle of the supremacy of the law 
was at stake. It appears that Mr. Frank Pixiev fa 
minister in the first Bustamante government 945 4m 
had been arrested for arrears of Income tax,

Sangster instructed the Financial Secretary to write 
to the Collector General a letter which procured Mr. 
Pixley’s release. The acting Attorney-General had 
advised against this course, holding that the Executive 
Council must first relieve Mr. Pixley of the debt, after 
which an order must be obtained from the court.

Government Purchasing. “ The Chamber of Com­
merce, at a recent meeting, criticized the system of 
government purchases through the Crown Agents. The 
president, the Hon. R. W. Youngman, stated that under 
the new ministerial system it was to be expected that 
each minister would wish to make purchases for the 
Department he controlled on the most advantageous 
terms, irrespective of source.

Agricultural Credit Committee. “ A committee 
has been appointed by the Government to consider 
possible legal and other changes in the system of agri­
cultural credit, in the light of the report drawn up 
by Mr. K. J. Caverhill, the Food and Agricultural 
Organization expert from New Zealand, who studied 
the position in Jamaica for nearly a year in 1952-3.

Molasses Delivery Service. “ Molasses are now 
available to livestock owners from tank wagons on 
notified routes, and at delivery stations in Kingston 
and Mandeville. The Sugar Manufacturers’ Association 
has made arrangements with a new transport company 
and with the Jamaica Livestock Association for the 
running of these services. The great advantage of the 
tank waggon system is that it makes amounts as small as 
two gallons available to the farmer almost at his door. 
This means it is feasible to buy small quantities, which 
were too expensive previously. So far the demand has 
been high.

Coffee Sales. “ It may be better to auction Jamaica 
coffee in London than to continue to sell it by tender, 
the Hon. Rudolph Burke, president of the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society, told the J.A.S. board of manage­
ment on his return from the United Kingdom.

Cattle Breeding. “ The first annual general meeting 
of the Jamaica Hope Cattle Breeders’ Society, an 
organization operating within the framework of the 
Jamaica Livestock Association, will be held June 30th. 
Considerable progress has been made with this important 
breed. A register has been compiled of cows suitable 
to serve as a basis for the breed. After three successful 
top crosses with the Department of Agricultures 
Jamaica Hope bulls, the female progeny will be 
recognized as Jamaica Hope, and the male progeny 
after four top crosses.

Import of Sheep. “ Co-operation between the 
Department of Agriculture and the Jamaica Livestock 
Association members may result in the importation ot 
a number of Barbados Black Belly sheep. The depart­
ment wishes to experiment with these, but is unable to 
make up the full plane load by itself.

Imports of Pigs. “ The Department of Agriculture 
proposes, at the request of the Jamaica Agricultural 
Society, to import a number of young Berkshire pig5 
(perhaps a few Large Blacks) for sale to local breeders. 
Ihe animals will be mainly7 boars.

Visitors from Surinam. “ A seven-man missio11 
trom Surinam, consisting of the Vice-President of the 
legislative Council, a minister, and three other member*
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of the majority party, with two Opposition legislators, 
visited Jamaica this month. They were particularly 
impressed, like many other visitors, by the progress 
here in cattle-breeding.

Honey Production. “ Output of honey this year is 
not likely to exceed 2,500 barrels, as against 4,000 in the 
peak year of 1951. It had been expected that the 
record would be beaten this year, but rains in the 
principal bee-farming areas have affected apiaries 
badly.

Gift to Hospital. “ Alumina Jamaica Ltd. has 
given £20,000, and the Kaiser Bauxite Co. £10,000, to 
the Manchester Nursing Home, in Mandeville, to install 
a modem operating theatre, X-ray equipment, and 
14 or 16 additional beds. Alumina Jamaica’s operations 
in the parish of Manchester are on a larger scale than 
those of Kaiser Bauxite, which has its main activities 
in St. Elizabeth ; hence the companies decided to give in 
different proportions.

Blood Transfusion Services. “ The change made 
by aviation in the character of Jamaican life is illus­
trated by two recent cases of blood transfusion in the 
parish of Trelawny. The blood bank in Kingston— 
the only one in the island—has had difficulty in sending 
blood to country hospitals. The Jamaica Amateur 
Flying Club promised to help, and when on June 8th 
Ulster Spring Hospital, in the difficult interior of 
Trelawny, telegraphed urgently to the blood bank for a 
consignment needed by a wounded Chinese, Mr. John 
Harrison, secretary of the club, piloted Mr. Paul de 
Mercado’s plane (in company with Mr. de Mercado) 
and delivered the blood at Braco airstrip in Trelawny 
an hour and forty minutes after the telegram reached the 
blood bank. From Braco the blood was conveyed by 
road to Ulster Spring by arrangement with the Com­
missioner of Police.

“ Blood was again delivered by air in Trelawny at 
Falmouth on June 22nd.

“ The establishment of regional blood banks is not, 
as yet, practicable.

New Air Service. “ The Cuban national airline, 
Compania Cubana de Aviación, inaugurated a regular 
bi-weekly Santiago—Kingston service on June 5th.

Postal Service. “ Reorganization of the postal 
service has been undertaken, by decentralization, 
strengthening of staff, and improvement of transport 
services. Ultimately it is expected that there will be 
12 postal regions, each directed by a head postmaster. 
Meanwhile, postal centres under such officials are o e 
started at Half-way Tree in the corporate area, bpanisn 
Town, Montego Bay, and Mandeville.

“ One immediate result has been an improvemen o 
conditions for staff in a number of northside post 
offices, where employees were formerly waken e wice
night to deal with mail vans which under the new and 
speedier system arrive during the day.

Bank Rate. “ The bank rate was reduced by one- 
half per cent as from June 1st. Interest on eP. 
was lowered by one-half per cent at the sa •
Savings accounts up to £1,000 now carry If per cent 
uiterest.

Income Tax. “ A consolidated income tax law, 
embodying with various improvements the prov 

of many acts (some of which are out of print), is now 
under consideration.

Local Government. “ Severe criticism of the 
present impotence of local government bodies was 
expressed at a conference called by the Mayor of 
Kingston to discuss the subject. Much of the criticism 
was directed at the Hon. W. A. Bustamante, who is 
Minister for Local Government. Interference by central 
government was stated to be so frequent that local 
government had become ‘ a farce.’

U.C.W.I. Funds. “ Sir Harold Mitchell has accepted 
the chairmanship of a committee to organize a drive 
for funds, as from March, 1955, on behalf of the Uni­
versity College of the West Indies.

Artist’s Success. “ Mr. Albert Huie, a Jamaican 
painter, was awarded a prize at the Hispano-American 
Festival of Art held in Havana at the end of May.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Trade Balance for 1952. Writing from Port-of- 

Spain on June 26th our correspondent states : “ The 
report of the colony for 1952 issued earlier this month 
revealed an unfavourable trade balance of $11,000,000 
for that year. It was, however, a record trading year 
for both imports and exports. The economic picture 
was described as particularly encouraging and the year 
was one of quickened activity and achievement 
characterized by expanding production, developing 
social services and growing political institutions. The 
population of the colony at the end of 1952 was given 
as 669,650 with an infant mortality rate of 89.12 pei 
1,000.

Australia-Trinidad Trade. “ Trinidad recently 
welcomed a new Australian Trade Commissioner, 
Mr. J. B. Todd. Mr. Todd said that the Australians 
regarded the Caribbean market as most important. 
Trinidad was the best of the West Indian markets for 
Australian produce both in volume and in range of 
pUiC^^gements have recently been made for Australia 

to take substantial quantities of Trinidad asphalt with a 
resulting increase in shipping facilities which should 
help to improve the volume of trade.

Banana Industry. “Arrangements have recently 
been concluded to ship bananas to a firm m the United 
Kingdom at five and a-half cents per lb. The contract, 
which is for a 15 year duration, covers bananas of the 
Gros Michel type and the Cavendish group. Two 
trial shipments are to be made in order to establish the 
quantity of bananas that will be available although 
it is not expected that the contract will commence until 

ab‘‘lrheCLeffislative Council has voted $65,000 for the 
purchase of banana suckers to build up the industry 
to enable it to take the maximum advantage of this 
export agreement.

Agricultural Exports. “ The report of the Director of^gr cuiure for 1953 reveals that over $47,000,000 

was realized during that year from the export of agri­
cultural products. This represents an increase of 
30 per cent over exports for 1952, sugar, cocoa and 
citrus all recording substantial increases. The rice
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crop was good and some peasant farmers claimed yields 
of between 2,400 and 3,400 lb. of rice per acre.

St. John Ambulance Brigade. “ St. John Week 
opened on June 20th with Divine Services in Port-of- 
Spain and San Fernando. In Port-of-Spain, the 
Acting Governor, the Hon. Maurice Dorman, inspected 
detachments of the brigade, and in his address issued a 
call to representatives of the brigade to match their 
discipline on parade with efficiency in their work off 
parade.

“ As part of the activities of St. John Week, a mock 
first-aid air lift was carried out on June 19th. A 
‘ badly injured ’ farmer was brought from Toco to the 
Colonial Hospital at Port-of-Spain by aeroplane and 
ambulance. Mr. Jimmy Alston flew a Light Aeroplane 
Club machine to the emergency landing strip at Toco 
accompanied by a sergeant of the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade. The farmer, who was supposed to be suffering 
from a broken collar bone and a smashed foot, was then 
bandaged and flown to the temporary landing field at 
Mucurapo where he was picked up by ambulance and 
rushed to the Colonial Hospital. The whole operation 
from the time the telephone call was put through at 
Toco until the time that the operation was performed 
took 2 hours and 20 minutes.

“ St. John Week comes to a close on June 26th with 
a flag day.

Civil Service Regrading. “ A commissioner 
appointed by the Colonial Office to make recommenda­
tions for regrading Civil Servants has commenced his 
investigations. The object is to secure an efficient, 
economical and contented administration of the Public 
Service.

Local Sweets Industry. “ It has recently been 
announced by the local confectionery industry that 
approximately $4,000 are spent every day in Trinidad 
on the purchase of locally manufactured ‘ sweeties.’ 
This represents 200,000 sweets, and it is calculated by 
the industry that 75 per cent are eaten by children. 
One hundred and ninety-three persons are employed 
by nine manufacturers in producing these sweets, and 
2,100,000 lb. of sugar are used in this way every year.

The Last of the Ferries. “ One of the old links 
with the past in Trinidad will be removed very shortly 
when a new bridge over the Ortoire River on the east 
coast will’be opened to replace the island’s last river 
ferry.

New Road from Port-of-Spain. “ The new road 
to be constructed across the Laventille Swamp to ease 
traffic congestion into and out of Port-of-Spain is 
expected to cost about $3,000,000. The plans and 
estimates will shortly be considered by the Executive 
Council and work will commence immediately after 
approval. It is expected that the road, which will 
have a dual carriage-way, will take about three years 
to complete.

Obituary. “ Mrs. Alice Pashley, M.B.E., for many 
years leader and conductor of the choral and orchestral 
section of the Royal Victoria Institute, died suddenly 
at her home on April 26th. Mrs. Pashley, who was very 
well-known and much respected, was the first woman 
in Trinidad to receive the M.B.E. for services rendered 
to art and music.

Trinidad Fighter Squadron

The Full Story
'T’he activities of No. 74 (Trinidad) Squadron, R.A.F., 
X by permission of the Air Ministry and with the kind 
co-operation of successive Commanding Officers of the 
Squadron, have been regularly if briefly chronicled in 
the pages of the Circular since 1946.

These short notes have afforded convincing evidence 
of the high standard of morale and skill maintained by 
the “ Fighting Tigers,” who recently won both the 
Duncan trophy for all-weather flying and the Dacre 
trophy for air-to-air firing in the same year, but a 
history*  of the squadron from the time of its formation 
in March, 1918, which has now been published, discloses 
a tradition which can only be carried on by personnel 
possessed of the highest degree of daring and efficiency.

The story has been written by one of the original 
members of the squadron, Wing-Commander J. I. T. 
Jones, an ace of the 1914-18 war and perhaps the only 
living airman who flew fighter aircraft in both world 
wars. His narrative really tells three stories—the story 
of “ Taffy ” Jones’s career in the Royal Flying Corps 
and the Royal Air Force ; the story of No. 74 squadron; 
and the story of the work of our fighter airmen in the 
last year of the first world war, in training between 
the wars, and at Dunkirk and in the Battle of Britain. 
After reading the book it seems inevitable that the tale 
should have been told in this fashion, for the experiences 
of the author epitomize the achievements of our fighters 
in the air. These experiences are recounted partly as 
they were set down in his diary at the time and partly 
in the form of a retrospective review. In both cases the 
intense interest of the author in the tactics of air fighting 
has resulted in a matter-of-fact exposition of the 
sequence of events that gives a picture far more gripping 
than would have been achieved by any attempt to write 
a thrilling narrative.

Trinidadians who read this book will feel an increased 
pride in the connexion which now exists between the 
colony and the famous “ Tiger ” squadron, and will 
look forward with an understanding anticipation to 
further accounts of its activities.

The book is well illustrated with photographs of 
personnel, reproductions of the official portraits of war­
time fighter aces, and photographs of the fighter 
aircraft used in World War I. An interesting illustra­
tion is a photograph of the squadron’s aerobatic team 
when Squadron-Leader H. R. de L. Inniss, D.F.C., of 
Barbados, was in command. The members of this team 
were present at the squadron dinner which was reported 
in the December, 1949, issue of the Circular, as also 
was Wing-Commander Jones, “ grandpa tiger,” the 
oldest member of the squadron and the author of the 
book.

Any individual member of the West India Coninutt^ 
is eligible for Life Membership on compounding his, of 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s-

* Tiger Squadron. The Story of 74 Squadron, R-A F - f 
r^Q0^ at Wars, Ay Wing-Commander Ira (“ Taffy ”) J^. ’ 
D.S.O., M.C., D.F.C., M.M. W. H. Allen, London, 1954. Pnce
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West Indies at Westminster

Crown Lands, St. Vincent. Asked by Mr. John Hynd on 
June 16th, what proportion of Crown lands let to Europeans in 
the island of St. Vincent were not being used for agricultural 
or other productive purposes, Mr. Lyttelton, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, replied that no Crown lands were let to 
Europeans.

British Guiana Rice. Mr. Jones asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what were the figures of rice production 
in the past three years, showing each year separately, for the 
Mahaicony-Abary rice development scheme in British Guiana.

In a written answer of June 2nd, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
the figures were : 1951—10,779 long tons of milled rice ; 1952— 
17,209 long tons ; 1953—11,113 long tons.

Justices of the Peace. Mr. John Hynd asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on June 16th what proportion of 
justices of the peace in the island of St. Vincent had been 
appointed from employers of labour and from native employed 
persons, respectively.

Mr. Lyttelton replied : " These appointments do not fit so 
neatly into such categories as to permit of a short reply. I am 
sending the hon. Member a copy of the latest list of justices of 
peace for the colony which shows their occupation.”

National Service Registration. Sir W. Wakefield asked the 
Minister of Labour and National Service how many immigrants 
from the British Commonwealth had registered for National 
Service as soon as their liability, after two years’ ordinary 
residence in this country, was established.

In a written answer of June 17th, Mr. H. A. Watkinson, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour and National 
Service, who replied, stated that he regretted that the informa­
tion was not available.

Co-operative Banks. Mr. Beswick asked ¿he Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if he had noted the inauguration of the 
Regional Co-operative Bank of Eastern Nigeria; and if he would 
bring to the notice of those colonial territories who were without 
a similar institution the value which such a bank could be to the 
development of their respective economies.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of June 2nd that he 
had noted with interest the establishment of that bank but he 
did not feel that any special action was called for on his part. 
The value of such institutions was well known to those interested 
in the development of the co-operative movement in colonial 
territories, and, indeed, several others already existed.

British Guiana Drainage Scheme. Mr. D. Jones asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies when the Boerasin- 
Bonasika drainage and water scheme in British Guiana was 
started ; what was the amount that had been expended o e 
latest date ; and what advantages had so far accrued to tne 
population. , , , ., .

In a written answer of June 2nd, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
the Boerasirie drainage and irrigation scheme was started m 
October, 1952, and about ¿403,000 had been spent on it by the 
end of February this year. It would serve an area of 129.WV 
acres, some 66,000 acres of which was at the time undeveloped. 
The Boerasirie scheme superseded the earlier and more limited 
Bonasika project.

Helicopters. Mr. Dodds asked the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies on June 2nd what consideration had be g 
to the utilization of helicopters in the colonies for E 
work, surveying, spraying and dusting of crops, ., tion 
Patrols and many other uses ; and if he would give consideration 
to the appointment of an aviation adviser. ,

In reply, Mr. Lyttelton said : “ The possibility kept
helicopters for civil purposes in the colonies has tvpes
under review. They are much more expensive than othYP 
of aircraft. For reasons of safety, twin-engined helicopters 
J'ould generally be required, but no twin-engined machine^ 

yet been granted a certificate of a^°rthines._. . t of
^cumstances, it is not considered that in the present state oi 

development it would be desirable to employ hehcopters 
!nthe colonies for the purposes mentioned by Transport
As I can obtain technical advice from the Mims Y , guppiy 
aod Civil Aviation, the Air Ministry and the Ministry of Supply, 

it is neither necessary nor desirable that I should have a separate 
aviation adviser.”

Bulk Purchase Contracts. Mr. Willey asked the Minister 
of Food on June 2nd whether he would make a statement about 
the future policy of his department regarding bulk 
and long-term agreements for the procurement of 
foodstuffs.

Dr. Hill, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
who replied, said : “Yes, Sir. It is to restore the 
foodstuffs to private enterprise whenever possible.’’

purchase 
essential

of Food, 
trade in

Mr. Willey then asked : “Is the hon. Gentleman aware that 
his reply will cause some disturbap.ce in the Commonwealth ? 
Is he further aware that I am anxious to avoid introducing a 
controversial note in this matter, but that Government to 
Government understanding has become part of the pattern of 
Commonwealth trade ? Will he try to avoid being too much 
impelled by doctrinaire considerations in this matter ? ”

In reply, Dr. Hill said that Mr. Willey would realize that, 
where such arrangements had been brought to an end before the 
end of the contractual period, it had been with the full agreement 
and co-operation of the governments concerned. There had 
been, and would be, no breaking of contracts entered into, 
except by full mutual agreement.

U.K. Sugar Beet Factory. Two questions were addressed 
to the Minister of Agriculture, Sir Thomas Dugdale, on June 
24th, the first by Mr. Remnant, who asked whether a decision 
had been reached to build an additional sugar-beet factory in 
the south. The second question was by Mr. J. Johnson who 
asked what action Sir Thomas was taking following the findings 
of the inter-departmental committee set up to review the need 
for a sugar-beet factory in the south of England.

Sir Thomas replied : “My right hon. and gallant Friend the 
Minister of Food and I have this week received the recommenda­
tions of the group of officials who have reviewed this problem, 
and the Government’s decision thereon will be announced as 
soon as possible.” . ■

Dr, King asked Sir Thomas if he was aware that, in the last 
few years, Hampshire had stepped-up its sugar-beet production 
tremendously, and that the provision of a sugar-beet factory 
in or near Hampshire would be of great importance, not only to 
that county but to British agriculture generally.

Mr R G. Howard asked Sir Thomas if he could give an 
assurance that, when considering the matter, such places as 
Taunton, Salisbury and/or Chippenham would be kept in mind 
to serve the south-west.

Sir Thomas said that all those facts would be taken into 
consideration. , ,, T

Further questions were put to Sir Thomas, the first by Mr. J. 
Johnson who asked if he was aware of the congestion occurring 
¿t lifting-time in the factories at Kidderminster and Colwich 
in the Midlands, and that Warwickshire farmers felt that the 
only solution was to build another factory in the south-west

Mr Nabarro asked Sir Thomas if he was aware that the 
Kidderminster sugar factory—the largest in the Midlands- 
operated smoothly and efficiently and that, in spite of its large 
intake there was no congestion of any kind.

Mr Hurd asked the Minister if he would let the House and the 
public have the facts of the position before the Government 

^In^lp^ “We must first consider the

report we have just received.
Trials of Service Men in Colonies. Mrs. Braddock asked 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies what conditions governed 
^ng o? --1—^

evidence“^to him by the hon. Member for Liverpool Exchange; 
ant/if’he would introduce legislation to ensure that all such cases 

^-2« Hopkinson Minister of 
Sta?e for Colonial Affairs, who replied, stated that a person 

u- oXvice law was not for that reason immune from trial 
subject to Service law wa^ y R or the ColonieS( for civil 
by civil courts,within their jurisdiction. That was expressly 
offences committe¿with^e1 I
iv"^ ^determine the classes of ease
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required for this purpose. All operations in connexion with 
the exploration and development of T.N.A.’s submarine holdings 
will be carried out by U.B.O.T. on behalf of T.N.A.

In the course of his annual review which accompanies the 
report, the chairman, Sir Frederick Godber, states : “ The 
total revenue for the year was ¿9,887,910 compared with 
¿9,291,910 in 1952. This increase of ¿596,000 was largely due 
to the improvement in oil prices which took place during the 
year. The total volume sold increased but very slightly.

“ Costs and expenses before provision for depreciation, 
depletion and income taxes increased by some ¿1,463,000. The 
major reason for this increase was the method of treatment in 
the 1953 accounts of expenditure incurred in the Ortoire area 
since July 1st, 1952. A further contributory factor was the 
terms of the new wages agreement with the Oilfields Workers’ 
Trade Union, which was effective for the full year as against 
some four months in 1952 and which is referred to in the report 
of the directors.

“ In the Ortoire area, well BE1, which was started in February, 
1952, was successfully completed in May of that year. Subse­
quent completions later in 1952 and during the first part of 1953 
established this area as a producing field. At December 31st, 
1952, the information gathered was being studied, but as no 
definite conclusion regarding the area’s prospects could then be 
reached, all expenditure incurred to that date was capitalised in 
the books of the company. The subsequent decision taken in 
1953 to classify Ortoire as a producing area meant certain 
adjustments to this treatment, including the charging against 
1953 income of operating expenses incurred since July 1st, 1952.”

After dealing with a number of items in the profit and loss 
account and the balance sheet the chairman continued : “ While 
we have been able to maintain output in our long-established 
fields, we have been unable, in these fields, to improve the slender 
ratio of crude oil reserves to production rate. The discovery of 
Ortoire was of some assistance in this regard, but unless or until 
our production rate can be markedly improved, the heavy strain 
upon the company’s liquid resources will remain.

“ From the foregoing it will be clear that our efforts must 
continue largely to be devoted to the further development of 
Ortoire and to exploration work, inevitably costly, most of 
which will be in the form of our participation in the activities 
of Trinidad Northern Areas Ltd. On behalf of that company 
we have already commenced the drilling of deviated wells from 
the shore in the Point Fortin area to which reference is made in 
the accompanying report.

“ As regards the general problem of replacing depleted oil 
reserves in the face of to-day’s high cost of exploration work, 
we find ourselves, with other British oil companies operating 
in Trinidad and elsewhere, confronted with the competition of 
companies established in countries such as the United States and 
Canada which enjoy special tax allowances for this purpose. So 
long as the special needs of the petroleum and mining industries 
for appropriate depletion allowances are not recognized, com­
panies such as ours will find themselves at a disadvantage 
compared with competitors operating under tax jurisdictions 
which do recognize such needs.

‘ It has been mentioned in the report that a pipeline is bein<* 
laid from the Ortoire area to enable the full potential production 
of the field to be realized. This project is nearing completion 
and its inauguration is due to take place at mid-year.

“ In the field of public relations, we, as members of the Petro­
leum Association of Trinidad, have taken a leading part in an 
active programme designed to familiarize Government officials 
the business community and the public in general with the 
activities, problems and purposes of the oil industry in Trinidad 
As part of this policy a permanent exhibition in Port-of-Spairi 
was opened by the association in November and has been the 
subject of favourable comment from many quarters. In addition 
to the display of models, photographs and diagrams illustrating 
the techniques of exploration, production and refining, the 
exhibition includes pictorial presentations of key statistics.

“ The visit of Mr. F. W. Dalley to Trinidad, under the auspices 
of the Colonial Office, to study and report upon developments 
m trade union practices and policies was opportune and most 
useful.”

As we go to press it is announced from Port-of-Spain that 
drilling has begun on Trinidad’s first marine oil well in the Gulf 
of Pana.. This development is referred to in the above renort 
of the United British Oilfields of Trinidad Ltd. P

West Indian Passenger List
Booker Line

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in m.v. Kypros (Captain 
Turner), Liverpool, June 19th :— 
Mr. I. Beaton Mr. R. Crawford Mr. A. R. Jones
Mr. D. Branston Mr. T. W. Harris Mr. M. Robertson

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. 
Armitage), Liverpool, June 18th :—

Amakura (Captain S.

Mr. J. C. Coventry
Mr. Forsyth 
Mr. J. A. Hall

Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Masson 
Misses J. & G. Masson 
Mr. D. C. Panday

Mr. J. E. Rhys 
Mr. M. G. Sankies 
Mr. D. C. Savage

Saguenay Terminals
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Bruno, Liverpool, June 

5th
Dr. H. Barnes Mr. & Mrs. Carr Mr. P. Saulsey

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Oranjestad, 

May 29th :—
Mrs. E. Bowden-Meek Mr & Mrs. C. Langeraad Mr. & Mrs. A. Shields
Mrs. H. F. Hadow Miss A. Langeraad Mr. V. Smith
Mr. P. Lander

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Cottica, Plymouth,
June 22nd —-
Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Badley 
Miss B. Badley
Mr. & Mrs. A. Balfour 
Mrs. R. L. Campbell 
Mr. C. A. Campbell 
Mrs. D. Bunbury 
Misses Debiden (2) 
Miss D. T. Fernandes

Mr. & Mrs. H. D. Field 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Heald 
Mr. J. Jaikaran 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Molloy 
Miss E. N. Molloy 
Mrs. E. D. Muss 
Miss V. A. Nunes 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Phillips

Misses Phillips (2) 
Mr. H. S. Potts 
Mr. & Mrs. W. 0. Rioden 
Mrs. M. C. Shepherd 
Miss Spiers 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Williams 
Mr. A. R. Yarde

French Line
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain 

R. Lombard), Plymouth, June 18th :—■
Mr. F. Abbensetts 
Mr. D. Abbott 
Miss V. Adams 
Mrs. C. Alexis 
Miss W. Alexis 
Mr. M. Alleyne 
Misses A. & O. Alvarez 
Mrs. G. Baeza 
Miss J. Bain 
Mr. E. Baksh 
Mr. Balmookoot 
Mr. A. Basdeo 
Mr. D. Beattie 
Mrs. E. Beattie 
Mr. H. Becket 
Mr. J. Beckies 
Mr. A. Benjamin 
Miss J. Bernard 
Mr. J. Boyce 
Miss M. Brady 
Miss E. Branker 
Dr. N. Brewster 
Dr. R. Brewster 
Mr F. Bridgeman 
Mrs. M. Brill 
Hon. V. Bryan 
Mr. W. Burgan 
Mrs. M. Burgan 
Miss A. Cambridge 
Mr. I. Chan 
Mr. T. Charles 
Mrs. W. Charters 
Miss S. Clarke 
Mr. A. Copeman 
Mr. R. Crough 
Mrs. V. Crough 
Mr. M. Cumberbatch 
Mrs. I. Davis 
Mr. O. Dee
Miss E. De Freitas 
Rev. P. H. Dennison 
Miss M. De Verteuil 
Mr. D. Dharmpaul 
Miss J. Downes 
Mr. G. Easton 
Mr. A. Elcock 
Misses Fernandes (2) 
Mr. J. Francis 
Miss P. Fraser 
Miss G. Garrod 
Mr. R. Gibson 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Gittens 
Misses J. & O. Gittens 
Dr. F. Gonzalez 
Mrs. D. Grannum 
Mr. F. Grant

Mrs. A. Griffith 
Mr. F. Hartrup 
Mrs. O. Hartrup 
Mrs. R. Hartrup 
Mrs. M. Harriot 
Mr. V. Hooting 
Mr. G. Howard 
Mr. H. Hughes 
Mrs. T. Hughes 
Miss E. Jones 
Miss S. Kerry 
Mr. P. Knox 
Mrs. E. Knox 
Dr. R. Krogh 
Mrs. G. Krogh 
Miss E. La Farque 
Mr. H. Lashley 
Mr. C. Ledoux 
Mr. J. Lewis 
Mr. G. Lines 
Mrs. B. Lines 
Miss M. Lines 
Miss D. Long 
Mr. H. Lyn ton 
Mr. B. McDougal 
Mr. W. McLamb 
Mrs. O. McLean 
Mr. R. Malcolm 
Mrs. H. Malcolm 
Miss D. Malcolm 
Mr. N. Marshall 
Miss G. Massiah 
Miss N. Matura 
Mr. H. Mendes 
Mrs. B. Mendes 
Mr. S. Mohhamed 
Miss M. Mulai 
Miss S. Murray 
Mr. A. Nathaniel 
Mrs. A. Nathaniel 
Miss E. Nathaniel 
Mr. H. Orr 
Mr. E. Parker 
Mrs. C. Parker 
Mr. G. Patterson 
Mrs. P. Patterson 
Miss M. Patterson 
Mr. M. Pearse 
Mrs. H. Pearse 
Mr. K. Persaud 
Miss V. Peters 
Mr. B. Plam 
Mr. F. Pollard 
Mr. R. PoUiah 
Mr. S. Powell

Mr. K. Punnett 
Mrs. P. Punnett 
Miss M. Querino 
Mr. V. Ralph 
Mrs. M. Ramraji 
Mr. T. Redhead 
Miss M. Regis 
Miss C. Richards 
Mr. R. Richardson 
Mr. D. Rossan 
Mr. K. St. Bernard 
Mr. R. Samuel 
Mr. & Mrs. Schoener

Mr. D. Scott 
Miss C. Simmons 
Mr. S. Singh 
Mrs. R. Slight 
Mr. C. Sobers 
Mrs. G. Sobers 
Mr. C. Solanki 
Mr. N. Soverall 
Mr. S. Sutherland 
Mr. T. Taylor 
Mr. T. Taylor 
Mrs. A. Taylor 
Mr. G. Teelucksingh 
Mrs. I. Teelucksingh 
Mr. E. Thomas 
Mrs. M. Thomas 
Miss M. Toby 
Mr. W. Tyrell 
Dr. E. Ward 
Mrs. S. Ward 
Miss R. Ward 
Mr. B. Wharton 
Mr. R. Whitaker 
Mrs. A. Whitaker 
Miss J. Whitaker 
Mr. J. Whittaker 
Miss A. Williams 
Mr. C. Williams 
Mrs. C. Williams 
Mr. M. Williams 
Miss P. Williams 
Mr. G. Williamson 
Mr. W. Willis 
Mr. A. Wilson 
Mr. C. Wishart 
Mr. K. Wishart 
Miss P. Wishart 
Mr. B. Wishart 
Mr. A. Yapa 
Mrs. E. Yhap 
Miss L. Yhap
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Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain R 
Lombard), Southampton, May 23rd :—

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Roberts), Liverpool, May 25th :—

Tilapa (Captain G. M.

Mr. R. Augustin
Miss Clarke
Mr. A. Cudjoe
Mr. & Mrs. J. Free
Mr. N. Gaskin
Mr. W. Gilkes
Mr. & Mrs. E. Jackman
Miss E. Joachim
Mr. W. Luck

Mrs. C. McCollin
Mr. & Mrs. W. McKenzie 
Mr. H. Parris 
Mr. G. Payne 
Mr. R. Persadsingh 
Mrs. E. Pierce 
Miss W. Pierce 
Mrs. I. Prescod

Mr. D. Robinson 
Mr. H. Sealy 
Mrs. L. Seheult 
Mr. K. Simmons 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Simon 
Mrs. R. Skerman 
Mr. A. Ward
Mr. & Mrs. C. Whistler

Lt.-Col. & Mrs. Jayne 
Miss M. E. MacGregor 
Mrs. F. M. Matalon

Mrs. K. F. Milliner
Mrs. P. Mordecai

Miss H. I. Mordecai 
Mr. W. A. Swan

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Matina (Captain F. P. 
Inch), Southampton, June 13th :—
Mr. & Mrs. Cools-Lartigue Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Fowler Mr. & Mrs. B. Symons- 
Rev. G. B. Crosthwaite Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Pengelly Jeune
Mr. W. I. Davies Miss P. Trenfield Mr. W. Wilcox

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in 
J. Lejeune), Plymouth, June 4th :—

Mrs. A. Foo-Ying
Mr. S. Forde

s.s. Antilles (Captain Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. 
Golfito (Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, May 30th :—

Mr. G. Abel
Mr. & Mrs. A. Acosta 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Ahamed 
Mr. C. Ali 
Miss M. Alston 
Mr. V. Amshad
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ascough 
Mr. R. Atherley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Austin 
Mr. A. Bailey 
Mrs. F. Bartley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Bayley 
Mrs. I. Beattey 
Mr. M. Beaubrun 
Mrs. V. Bell 
Mr. A. Bennett 
Miss I. Bent
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bethune 
Mr. W. Black
Miss J. Blackman 
Mr. C. Blaides 
Mrs. M. Blake 
Miss V. Elake 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Boyd 
Miss J. Boyd 
Mrs. W. Bramley 
Mrs. N. Bramwell 
Miss G. Brooks 
Mr. 0. Brown 
Miss G. Brown 
Miss E. Brown 
Mis. V. Burke 
Miss L. Castello 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Chung 
Miss E. Chung 
Mr. Chunnilall 
Mrs. K. Clarke
Mr. & Mrs. P. Collens 
Mr. B. Contant 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Cooper 
Mrs. R. Courtenay 
Miss G. Critchlow 
Mrs. I. D’Azavedo 
Mrs. C. De Freitas 
Mr. & Mrs. H. De Gale 
Miss C. Dodwell 
Miss E. Doyley 
Mr. C. Drayton 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Drayton 
Miss V. Dunn 
Miss H. Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Emtage 
Miss P. Etoria 
Mr. R. Fairweather 
Mr & Mrs. Fajgenbaum 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Ferguson 
Mi. A. Fergusson 
Mr. E. Feron
Mr. & Mrs. O. Fisher 
Mrs. A. Fisher

Mr. T. Forsyth 
Mrs. L. Francis 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fraser 
Miss H. Fulford 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Fung 
Mr. E. Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. G. Gordon 
Miss D. Gravesande 
Mr. H. Green 
Mr. D. Green 
Mr. Z. Green 
Miss J. Griffith 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Halley 
Mr. E. Hamblin 
Miss J. Hamilton 
Miss N. Harrison 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hawes 
Miss F. Hermitt 
Mr. M. Hing 
Mr. T. Holder 
Mrs. F. Holland 
Miss M. Hornig 
Mr. C. Ince
Mr. & Mrs. A. Jackson 
Miss D. Jackson 
Mr. G. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. J. Johnson 
Miss E. Johnson 
Miss P. Johnson 
Mr. L. Jordan 
Mr. C. Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. F. Karthaus 
Miss S. Kerstins 
Miss E. Kinlock 
Mr. C. Kirton 
Mr. B. Knight 
Miss S. Knight 
Mr. T. Kumar 
Mr. H. Lalljee 
Mr. E. Lee 
Mrs. I. Lee
Miss R. Leila 
Miss E. Leila 
Miss E. Lewinson 
Miss C. Little 
Miss K. Lord 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Lyn 
Mr. W. Lyscott 
Mr. & Mrs. J. McNaught 
Mr. J. Macpherson 
Mr. R. Mandeville 
Mr. G. Manley 
Mr. W. Martin 
Mr. E. Melville 
Miss P. Mervin 
Mrs. A. Millar 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Milner 
Mr. J. Mitchell

Mr. S. Mohammed 
Mrs. N. Moller 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morton 
Mr. L. Murray 
Mrs. V. Neal 
Miss E. Nicholas 
Mrs. J. Gets 
Mr. L. O’Reilly 
Mr. O. Ottman 
Miss D. Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Parkes 
Mr. E. Persaud 
Mr. E. Philip
Mr. & Mrs. A. Phillips 
Mr. T. Pitman 
Mr. I. Proverb?
Mr. & Mrs. S. Rahamut 
Miss S. Ramnarine 
Miss B. Regferm 
Mrs. F. Richards 
Mr. P. Rimmer 
Miss D. Rock 
Mr. T. Rodriguez 
Mr. T. Sam 
Miss P. Sarvey 
Miss R. Sharpe 
Miss M. Sharples 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Shepherd 
Mrs. I. Shorland 
Mr. M. Shurland 
Mr. J. Sinanan 
Miss A. Sittens
Mr. E. Skeete 
Miss M. Smith 
Miss R. Smith 
Mrs. D. Sparks 
Mr. E. Spellen 
Miss B. Staples 
Miss D. Steadman 
Mr. T. Stephen 
Mrs. L. Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Stoute 
Mr. K. Stuart 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Swift 
Miss F. Tatem 
Mr. R. Taylor 
Mr. C. Thompson 
Mr. W. Thompson 
Mr. N. Townsend 
Miss E. Treasure 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Uttley 
Miss K. Vee vers 
Mr. J. Wallace 
Miss L. Waterman 
Mr. G. Whitter 
Mrs. M. Wilkinson 
Mr. K. William 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Wrigley

Mrs. A. M. Arthur 
Miss A. Arthur 
Miss S. E. Arthur 
Mrs. N. R. Austin

Mrs. S. Acton
Mr. & Mrs. P. de Carteret 
Mrs. E. L. Donald
Mr. & Mrs. A. F. Evelyn 
Mr. & Mrs. P. H. Fahey 
Admiral and Lady

Fullerton

Mr. & Mrs. L. Ashenheim 
Mrs. V. E. Bams 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Chape 
Mrs. L. Crampton 
Mr. A. B. Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. M. P. Duffy 
H.E. Sir Hugh & Lady

Foot 
Sir Robert & Lady 

Furness

Barbados 
Mr. & Mrs. S. W. Boyd 
Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Field 
Mrs. M. A. Howell 
Mr. F. J. North 

Trinidad 
Mr. W. N. Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hutcheon 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Hutchison 
Mr. G. Jones 
Mr. T. W. Kirkpatrick 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Leslie 
Major M. Previte 

Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Girling 
Mr. C. M. Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Johnston 
Mr. & Mrs. D. P. Lacy 
Mr. N. E. Marsh 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Murray 
Mrs. M. A. Nunes 
Mr. P. G. Oppenheim 
Mr. & Mrs. S. W. Parke

Mrs. I. M. Peirce
Mrs. M. A. Richardson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Tucker

H.E. Sir Hubert & Lady 
Rance

Mr. T. Roberts
Mrs. A. M. Robinson
Mr. L. Spence
Mr. D. Yuille

Major & Mrs. F. Quinton 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sudbury 
Mr. & Mrs. N. A. Taylor 
Mr. T. H. Thompson 
Mrs. I. M. Vere-Stead 
Miss N. Vincent 
Dr. & Mrs. A. S.

Westmorland 
Mrs. D. R. White

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, June 8th :—

Miss Griffith
Mr. & Mrs. P. Halstead

Miss J. Adamson

Mr. G. H. Griffith
Dr. & Mrs. N. C. March
Mr. & Mrs. G. McGregor

Barbados 
Mrs. C. M. Keller

Trinidad
Mr. V. C. McIntyre

Jamaica
Mr. C. D. McKnight 
Lt. Commissioner G. W.

Sandells

Mr. E. R. Webb

Dr. S. L. Soni

Miss M. I. Shackleford 
Mr. V. O. Shirley 
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Waite

Home arrivals from Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados, in 
■ t. H. Bull), Avonmouth, June loth :—s.s. Cavina (Captain

Mrs. K. Burrowes
Mrs. L. Crawford 
Mrs. H. L. Daniel 
Mr. & Mrs. T. S. De Roux 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Doherty 
Mr. J. S. Free

Major & Mrs J. Atkinson 
Miss M. N. Belling 
Miss B. A. Calvert 
Mr. & Mrs. F. A. Garabot 
Miss A. Knox
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Momn

Jamaica
Dr. & Mrs. C. G. Gardner 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hanson 
Mr. A. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Lord 
Dr. & Mrs. R. D. Levy

Trinidad 
Miss E. A. Morrin 
Miss E. M. Morris 
Mr. H. L. Patterson 
Mrs. I. Sampson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Shields

Mr. D. G. McQuade
Mr. E. L. Pavitt
Miss E. A. Saunders
Mr. W. E. Steadman 
Mr. & Mrs. G. H. Tinner

Mr. A. V. Wan Ping 
Mr. J. A. Waterman 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Webster 
Miss G. Webster 
Mr. & Mrs. E. E. Yates

West Indies, in s.s.Sailings to the ------- -
Lejeune), Southampton, June 10th :—
Mr. & Mrs. W. Angoy

- R- Baxendell 
Mr. G. Bell 
J®5® A. Bra*ffiwaite 
w./Cmdr. G.

Mr. & Mrs. R. Farnworth

Mrs. M. E. Bancroft 
Miss S. E. Daniels 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Hart

Barbados
Mr. O. H. Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. McDermott 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. McPhail

Mrs. M. D. Perkins 
Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Waite

BraithwaiteMr. T. Burnett 
Mr- & Mrs. J. Can- 
Miss J. Carr

Mr. & Mrs. J. Gordon
Mr. K. Hosein
Mr. L. Hurst
Mrs. G. James
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kranenburg
Mr. S. Lutchman
Mr. & Mrs. W. Lyder
Mr. C. Magnan

Antilles (Captain J.

Mr. & Mrs. S. Massiah 
Miss F. Risbey 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Risbey 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Robertson 
Mrs. E. Samarusingh 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Walmsley 
Miss M. Walmsley 
Mr. & Mrs. Westmorland

Sailings to Barbados Trinidad 
(Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, June 22nd .
' Barbados „

Dr. & Mrs. E. G. Bernez 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Hann

Mr. M. J. Arnott
Mr. & Mrs. K. C. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. M. P. Bates 
Mrs. E. W. Baxter 
Mr. I. B. Beddoe 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Bramah 
Mrs. N. Buck

., in s.s. Cavina

Fyffes Line
Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano I 

Avonmouth, May 28th
A- J. Brinton Mrs. B. A. Hall

Vr n P- A- Burdett Miss J. A. Hall
P. S. Dodd Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Hannen

S* L E. Easter Mrs. C. M. Masters
M,ss J- E. Fryer Dr. & Mrs. A. W. Mearns

(Captain J. Kinsley),

Miss M. C. Mitchell
Dr V. E. Spence
Mr'. & Mrs. J. R. Stevens 

; CaptA'Äac. Wright

Mrs. G. M. Aitken 
Dr W. J. Anderson 
Miss D. J. Blair

Lt.-Col. A. & Mrs.
Lovelace

Trinidad 
Mrs. M. E. Cooke 
Mrs. M. E. Dieffenthaller 
Mrs. M. Eden 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Goddard 
Mrs. C. C. Hogarth 
Mr. & Mrs. T. H. Hutton 
Miss B. Munro

Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. L. B. Brandon 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. George 
Capt. Iris Hawkins

Mr. K. F. Pilgrim
Mr. & Mrs. Wigglesworth

Lady Norah Ritson 
Mr. C. W. Smith 
Miss A. S. Walcott 
Mr. & Mrs. H. de Walden 
Mr. J. W. Webber * 
Miss Z. G. Webber

Dr. E. M. James 
Capt. Ruth A Lane 
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Phillips

Booth Line

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
^ycock), Liverpool, June 8th :— 
Mr’ Cummings Mr. & Mrs. C. D. Miller
Mr H- Keeling Mr. C. Roberts

& Mrs. J. p. McNulty

Manistee (Captain R. A.

Mr & Mrs. W. Schofield 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Weyson

Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad,m 
T H. Stoker), Liverpool, June loth . 
J • , , Miss E. K. MarshMr. V. Amshad D E ponard
Mr. G. C;TaSpldp Covne Mr. C. L. Pollock 
Rev. C-P- C y Mr. I. S. Pugsley 
Mrs. M. E. Edwards

R.M.S. Hilary (Captain

Mr. M. Hing 
Mrs. O. Hoad 
Miss G. E. Hoad

Mr'. J.’ S. Pugsley
Mr. S. N. Ramdial 
Mrs. A. Richardson 
Mr. M. Shihabuadeen

Mr. D. V. Solomon
Miss H. F. Spaull
Mr. B. J. Speck
Dr. & Mrs. K. A. Swales 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Tucker 
Mr. A. K. Walcott 
Mrs. E. Wall



208 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR July, 1954

The Markets
--------- July 1954

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :-—

Dividend for
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price July 7th, 
1953

2|
31

Consols
War Loan

65| 
87

67J 
88

60
81

62
82

10 Angostura Bitters ... 37/6 45/- 42/6 47/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/- 34/- 32/- 34/-
*71 Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 15/6 14/6 15/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 
Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ...

53/9 56/3xd 37/6 40/-
8 41/- 44/— 31/6 34/6

*15 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 34/- 34/9 29/104 30/44
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/10J 23/4Ì 23/— 23/9
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/6 2/— UH 1/74

Caroni Ltd. 2/- 3/41 3/104 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/- 21/- 19/44 20/74

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 7/6 8/6 4/9 5/6
22| Kern Oil Co. 4/- 15/9 16/9 13/6 14/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 37/6 39/- 28/9 30/-
15 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/11 2/7A 1/6 2/-
14 Royal Bank of Canada §10 330/- 350/- 240/- 250/-

♦15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/- 54/- 58/9 61/3
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 23/6 25/- 17/6 18/6
371 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 36/- 37/6 20/- 21/-

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- 23/3 24/3 23/9 24/9
*181 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 25/3 27/3 21/- 23/-

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5J% Pref. 21/- 22/-xd 20/- 21/-
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 4/9 5/9 3/9 4/9

*121 United British Oilfields 6/8 21/3 23/14 22/6 23/9
*6$ West Indies Sugar ... 26/- 27/- 22/6 24/6

6
* Fn

West Indies Sugar 6% Pref, 
e of Income Tax.

22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6

Cocoa. Although only small quantities of Trinidad and
Grenada cocoa are available the market is showing little or no 
interest. The first marks of plantation Trinidad are nominal 
at 545/- and second marks are quoted at 530/-. Grenada fine 
estates have been sold at 525/- per 50 kilos f.o.b.

Honey. Only a small business has been reported in this 
market during the month. Jamaica f.a.q. with no guarantee 
of colour is quoted nominally at 97/6 per cwt. f.o.b.

Pimento. The markets in the United Kingdom and on the 
Continent are still awaiting an official announcement from 
Jamaica regarding offers and prices of the new crop. It is 
reported that there have been some offers at 360/- per cwt. c.i.f. 
for August shipment, but these offers are purely speculative, 
borne spot business has been done at 3/9 per lb.

Ginger During the past month business has been done in 
Wo. 3 grade at prices ranging from 220/- to 227/6 per cwt. c.i f 
On the spot the quotation is 235/- per cwt.

Nutmegs. The home and continental markets have con- 
°f aU descriPtions- Sound unassorted 

are offered at 1/1 If per lb. ex store terms, and defectives at 1 /4A 
defectiVes1!/^0’1^’ PriCeS ' S°Und unassorted and

StlP c°nt,i;ues in short supply with practically no offers 
ai ^rT? Wh°le Pale is quoted nominally

mlb' q ' r V JuJy^ugust shipment, and No. 1 broken at 
8/9 to 9/ per ffiPP ° ° P °n the SpOt are quoted at

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter.
for May, 1954, are as follows
T_  . Year
Imports cwt. 1952
Sierra Leone ............................... 21,704
Gold Coast ............................... 1,038,354
Nigeria ............................................ 942 712
Western Samoa and Ross Depen-
T dencV............................................ 14,724
Jamaica ............................. 39,032
Windward Islands ......... 25 557
Trinidad............................... 31’194
Other Commonwealth Countries 5’101
Netherlands ... ... . 51’714
Brazil ... ... . 15141
Other foreign countries ... ... 37’ 112

The' Boarc

Year
1953

14,340
1,294,242

992,268

27,299
28,532
35,163
39,721
8,717

34,818
104,901
46,996

1 of Trade Returns

January-May
1953 1954

14,294 7,607
1,006,565 889,495

627,568 787,498

11,612 16,104
18,182 3,224
25,462 28,370
27,445 19,051

1,699 18,824
9,498 74,649
4,964 8,820

23,202 26,012

Less powder and but ter...
2,252,345

182,754
2,626,997

139,679
1,770,491

55,200
1,879,654

104,278
Total Cocoa, Raw 2,069,591 2,487,318 1,715,291 1,775,376

Exports.............................

Consumption of raw
Stocks (end of April) ...

225,365 165,095
Month of April

1953 1954
270,632 229,377
654,000 804,000

50,883 58,529
January-April

1953 1954
976,791 1,040,255

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for May, 1954, are as
follows :—

Year Year January-May
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius 250,651 250,494 55,196 174,701
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 250,547 289,327
Fiji ................................ 9,220 51,813 17,383 53,270
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 72,839 120,742
Leeward Islands... 69,052 68,481 31,411 21,963
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 6,567 5,341
Barbados ... 82,147 126,916 31,876 57,887
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 72,620 96,371
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 45,527 86,735
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 300 79,839
Puerto Rico 80,006 — —— —
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 247,230 204,323
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 149,141 121,977
Peru 3,831 • --- —— 2,000
Other foreign countries ... 27,430 172,312 90,101 15,019

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 1,070,738 1,329,495

Month of April January-April
Consumption 1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined « 293 6 6,842 10
Unrefined... 186,485 218,313 697,113 708,196

Total ... 186,778 218,319 703,955 708,206

Stocks (end of April) ... 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 163,800 249,500
Imported Refined 500 ——
Imported Unrefined 535,600 1,579,000

Total ... 699,900 1,828,500

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for May, 1954 are as
follows :—

Year Year ’rnuary-May
Imports proof gallons 1952 1953 1953 1954
In steel drums* ... J- 7,248,614 '2,686,216 1,368, 96 21,527
In casks and bottles* ... L1,444,807 730, 77 894,425

Total ... 7,248,614 4,131,023 2,098,773 915,952

Exports ... 612,427 786.866 308,630 394,755
Month of April January-April

1953 1954 1953 1951
Consumption 88,500 77,819 381,403 315,296
Stocks (end of April) ... 11,602,000 9,976,000

♦ Not separately distinguished in 1952.

Visitors from Overseas

Jr would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence dispatched.
Mr. F. W. Allen
Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. C. R. Armstrong
Mrs. Arthur
Mr. L. E. Ashenheim
His Honour Chief J ustice Sir 

Peter Bell
Captain Peter Blagrove, M.C.
Captain H. G. Briggs, R.N. (Rtd.)
Mr. L. A. Bushe
Mr. H. C. Cahusac
Mr. E. B. Chapman
Lieut.-Colonel J. Connell

O.B.E., E.D.
Hon. J. Leslie Cundall, Q.C., M.A.
Mr. W. I. G. Davies, B.Sc.
Lieut.-Colonel M. R. de Cordova 

M.B.E., E.D., J.P.
Mr. St. Yves de Verteuil
Lady Dorothy de Verteuil
Mr. T. F. A. Duncan
Hon. E. L. Duval
Mr. Arthur Emlyn, O.B.E.
Mr. B. W. Fisher
Mr. W. N. Foster, M.A.

Mr. R. O. Girling
Mr. R. L. Gwatkin
Mr. L. A. Henriques
Captain the Hon. E. Earle 

Hughes
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson
Mr. J. M. Knox
Mr. D. McBride, O.B.E.
Mr. R. G. F. Mandeville
Mr. R. Sydney Miller 
Mr. George B. Morrin 
Hon. H. E. Pengelley 
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, O.B.E- 
Mr. C. L. Pitt
Mr. Michael Previte
Mr. A. Moir Reid
Dr. L. R. Sharples
Mr. J. Slater
Mr. R. J. W. Struthers
Mr. L. Taurel
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mr. P. E. Turner, O.B.E., 

M.Sc., F.R.I.C.
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Mr. Roy Wilson

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election.
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A New Secretary of State

IN the morning of July 29th the United Kingdom 
newspapers contained the news of the resignation 
of Mr. Oliver Lyttelton from the post of Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, and the appointment as his 
successor of Mr. A. T. Lennox-Boyd. In the evening, 
at the Colonial Office, there was a gathering to celebrate 
the centenary of its establishment as a separate Depart­
ment in 1854.

The coincidence draws attention to a point which 
has been “made before—the rapid turn-over in Secretaries 
of State for the Colonies—for Mr. Lennox-Boyd s 
appointment is the fiftieth to have been made during 
the hundred years’ existence of the Department , an 
average of one Secretary of State every other year.

Such rapidity of succession means that the tasks 
completed by a Secretary of State while in office consist 
largely of those initiated by his predecessor, and that 
many of those which he himself initiates must perforce 
remain for completion by his successor. This makes i 
difficult to assess the achievement of a particular 
Secretary of State, and although Mr. Lytteltons 
occupation of office has exceeded what may be termed 
the allotted span by nine months, it is as yet too soon 
to make a reliable estimate of the results of his labours.

Mr. Lyttelton has had a difficult and, indeed, tur­
bulent period of office, but he ends it having won re 
respect of Parliament, the esteem of the Colonial 
Service, and the confidence of most of the colonial 
peoples. When he came to office, with a high reputation 
as a man of business, many looked to him to ma >.e 
considerable impact on economic development in. tne 
colonial territories. Alas, the complicated political 
problems which have arisen have compelled a con 
rentration on political matters which probably no-°“.e 
Mores more than Mr. Lyttelton himself. In tins 
respect, as we all know, the British Caribbean^s “ t 
Seen without its black spots, and it is to he hoped th 
those concerned will show his successor that they■ h 
“me to learn the value of constructive, as opposed 
disruptive, politics. ■___ the

Mr. Lennox-Boyd is not without expene .fPlton 
ponies and their needs. When Mr Ohv^ L^telton 
^as appointed Secretary of State in 195 , Colonial 
^oyd was given the post of Minister of Sta keen]y 
Affairs. Better still, he has always been keenly 
Wrested in colonial matters, has freque y , , tes 
grated his knowledge of colonial affairs in T ial 
parliament, was for a time chairman of the 
Affairs Committee of his party, and is known 

expressed the hope, when transferred to the Ministry 
of Transport and Civil Aviation, that he might later 
return to the Colonial Office. Mr. Lennox-Boyd’s 
interest in the British Caribbean had led to the com­
mencement of a West Indian tour which he had to 
abandon, when the sudden announcement of a general 
election was made, after visiting Jamaica, Antigua and 
Barbados.

In a letter of good wishes, dispatched on behalf of 
the West India Committee by the secretary, Mr. Lennox- 
Boyd has been informed that, while we all realize that 
we have reason to be grateful to Mr. Oliver Lyttelton 
for his keen interest and prompt and helpful action in 
matters recently to the fore in the West Indies, we yet 
feel that in the new Secretary of State we shall have a 
very special sympathizer and helper.

There are many directions in which such special 
sympathy and help could be of great benefit to the West 
Indies, and through the West Indies to the mother 
country, and like his predecessors Mr. Lennox-Boyd will 
receive proper and timely notice of them.

Two matters to which we would give immediate 
mention are, first, the vital necessity for the main­
tenance of the integrity of the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement, and, second, the urgent need for the pro­
tection of West Indian citrus, banana and other pro­
ducers from the threat arising from assisted foreign 
competition in the United Kingdom and other markets.

Visit to London’s Docks

On July 22nd, by courtesy of the Port of London 
Authority, members of the executive of the West India 
Committee and visitors from the British Caribbean, and 
their ladies, were entertained aboard the Authority s 

S' Embaying at Tower Pier at 2.15 p.m., they cruised 
down river and through the Royal Docks, returning to 
Tower Pier at 6 p.m., after an interesting and instructive 
trip made thoroughly enjoyable, despite a spell of not 
too friendly weather, by the hospitable arrangements 
made for the entertainment of the party.

Admiral Sir Alan Hotham, a member of the board 
(,UPT A acted as host, and the guests, who 

numbered 74, were welcomed on behalf of the Authority 

by Mr. E. W. King. 

Members of the West India Committee are invited to 
Mhlr the work of the Committee by introducing suitable 

candidates for election.
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rom a ondoner s
ooic

♦

THE settlement with Egypt brought to a head a 
long-smouldering dispute in the Conservative ranks, 
which, though not to be compared with the bitter 

feud in the Labour Party about German rearmament, 
enlivened the last days of the summer session. The 
Suez Group of about 40 members, with Captain Charles 
Waterhouse as their leader and Mr. Julian Amery as 
their keenest brain, resolutely opposed the withdrawal 
from the Canal Zone as a betrayal of the Empire, and 
took the matter to a division. Their cause had a strong 
appeal to the heart of any patriot who knows how vital 
to British interests is our line of communication through 
the Middle East. The head, however, represented by 
the Foreign Office and the Government, is bound to 
make two decisive points in reply. The first is strategic. 
I remember the observation of Lord Kitchener to General 
Murray when he came 'out to inspect the Canal defences 
after the evacuation of Gallipoli : “ Are you defending 
the Canal or is the Canal defending you ? ” In fact, 
any attempt to maintain our forces against the will of 
nationalist Egypt would keep them so busy holding 
their ground that they would have little to spare to meet 
an external enemy. The second point is moral. We 
are bound in any case by treaty, if required, to leave in 
1956; and we are not a nation that can afford to tear 
up “ scraps of paper.” We have got the best terms 
obtainable by the agreement that Egypt shall keep the 
base in being, with the aid of British civilian tech­
nicians, and that we may reoccupy it in case of attack 
on Turkey or a member of the Arab League. The 
Suez Group were defeated by an overwhelming majority 
of their own party, the Labour Opposition abstaining.

* * *
When the House reassembles after the summer recess 

there will be some new faces on the Treasury Bench. 
Sir Thomas Dugdale, with high constitutional punctilio 
took on himself the blame for the sins of his officials 
in the Cnchel Down affair, of which I wrote last month, 
and resigned his office as Minister of Agriculture. His 
personal reputation and popularity remain high, and he 
may be expected to hold office again. Mr.’ Oliver 
Lyttelton, on the other hand, has always regarded 
himself as on loan from the City to politics, and now he 
had decided that he must return to his great industrial 
and financial affairs. As Colonial Secretary he has had 
to steer the dependent Empire through its most stormy 
period in living memory ; he has had great successes, 
as in the Gold Coast, a disastrous experiment in British 
Guiana, and many examples of grim uphill work against 
odds, of which Malaya and Kenya are outstanding 
But he has faced all difficulties with steadily increasing 
authority, and he leaves office at the height of his 
reputation.

* * *

To fill the vacancies the Prime Minister has transferred 
two well-tried colleagues, Mr. Lennox-Boyd and Mr 
Heathcoat-Amory, to the Colonial Office and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and has brought in some new 

men to subordinate offices. They include Mr. Henry 
Brooke, long the Conservative leader in the London 
County Council, who goes straight from the back benches 
to the Financial Secretaryship to the Treasury, generally 
regarded as the stepping-stone to the Cabinet; and an 
able young politician of 30, in Sir Edward Boyle. But 
the main interest of this reconstruction is that, although 
it is known that several other Ministers, including Lord 
Woolton and Sir Lionel Heald wish soon to be released, 
the changes are the minimum possible. The obvious 
inference is that Sir Winston Churchill’s own retirement 
is now so close that he has decided to leave the real 
reconstruction to his successor. He will be 80 on 
November 30th, when a presentation is to be made to 
him by members of both Houses. The succession- 
subject to the Queen’s right of choice—is a certainty 
for Mr. Eden, whose credit stands extremely high after 
his masterly handling of the difficult negotiations at 
Geneva. I do not often attempt prophecy in these 
notes ; but I am prepared to forecast that Sir Winston 
Churchill will not sit as Prime Minister in another 
Session of Parliament, and that his retirement will be 
announced not later than October.

* * *

A dramatic episode in London Docks at the August 
Bank Holiday week-end recalls a famous leading case 
in the history of British liberty. In 1772 a writ of 
habeas corpus was served on the captain of a West 
Indiaman in the Thames, ordering him to produce the 
body of James Somerset, a runaway slave who had been 
put on board to be taken back to Jamaica ; and the 
subsequent proceedings before Lord Mansfield finally 
established the doctrine already pronounced by Lord 
Northington ten years before, that when a slave’s foot 
touches English soil he becomes instantly a free man.

This month stevedores unloading a Polish ship dis­
covered a stowaway, one Antoni Klimowicz, who 
appealed for protection. Immigration officers and police 
who went on board to ask for him to be landed were 
threatened with violence. Accordingly, after the Polish 
Embassy had been informed, a writ of habeas cor^ 
was obtained calling upon the skipper to produce 
Klimowicz before the Lord Chief Justice and show 
lawful cause for his detention. In view of previous 
recalcitrance, a force of eighty police, headed by the 
Commissioner himself, went on board the ship that 
night to serve the writ, while ten river police launches 
circled round and a destroyer stood by. Rather than 
appear in court the skipper then gave up Klimowicz 
and sailed for Gdynia ; and Klimowicz, appearing 
before the Lord Chief Justice, having no opponent to 
answer, was set free in two minutes. He had claimed 
asylum as a political refugee, and is now looking f°r a 
job in England. A blustering protest has come fronl 
Warsaw, saying that he is a wanted criminal; but no 
particulars are given of his alleged offence, and if them 
is a serious charge the ordinary procedure under the 
Extradition Acts is open.
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Inter-Island Shipping Trinidad’s Oil Industry
Three-Weekly Steamship Service

At the eighth meeting of the Regional Economic 
Committee held in Barbados in June, agreement 

was reached on the establishment of an inter-island 
shipping service, to be run by a private limited liability 
company incorporated in the West Indies by the 
Colonial Development Corporation and Jardine Matheson 
& Co., Ltd., of Hongkong.

A statement circulated to West Indian newspapers 
on July 26th states that the agreement with the com­
pany will be for a period of three years in the first 
place. It provides for the payment of a fixed subsidy 
of ¿50,000 per annum, to be shared by the United 
Kingdom Government and those of the British West 
Indies and British Guiana on a basis agreed at the 
meeting and subject to approval by the various Legis­
latures.

The service will be started by one steamship of 3,560 
tons gross (1,941 net) tonnage with deadweight cargo 
capacity of 2,071 tons (2,600 cu. ft. of refrigerated 
space) and a speed of 14 knots. The vessel will have 
accommodation for 20 first-class, 35 second-class, 126 
steerage and 400 deck passengers. It will maintain 
a three-weekly service calling at Trinidad, Grenada, 
St. Vincent, Barbados, St. Lucia, Dominica, Montserrat, 
Antigua, St. Kitts, Jamaica, and returning by the same 
route. According to the statement the operator has 
been requested constantly to explore prospects and 
facilitate links with feeder services for traffic to and 
from British Guiana, British Honduras and Bermuda 
respectively.

The West India Committee

Ten New Members Elected
A meeting of the executive of the West India Com­

mittee was held on July 22nd, the chairman, Mr.
H. Alan Walker, presiding. The following 10 candidates 
were admitted to membership :—

Name Proposer and Seconder
Mr. Richard Joseph 

Stallard, f.inst.pet.
(Country)

Mrs. Bertha May Mackenzie 

(London)
Mr. William A. Ennever 

(London)
Dr- Alfred McDonald

(Antigua)
Mr. Edward Douglas Ross

(Antigua)
Mrs. Alice Dyett

(Antigua)
R- Zoltan Wysinger

(Antigua)
Mr. Lindsay Cogan

(St. Lucia)
• ■ Colin C. W. Turner 

(London)
» Charles Dennis Harling
Vernon

(Country)

CMr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, 
J ’ C.M.G., M.A.
(Mr. N. P. Sherlock 
/Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques 
/Mr. H. Wakeford 
/Messrs. Paines & Reid 
/Mr. Charles Howe 
/Mr. D. Foster Ross 
/Dr. L. Wynter, m.b.e., m.d. 
fMr. D. Foster Ross 
/Dr. L. Wynter, m.b.e., m.d. 
(Mr. D. Foster Ross 
/Dr. L. Wynter, m.b.e., m.d. 
f Mr. D. Foster Ross 
/Dr. L. Wynter, m.b.e., m.d. 
f Mr. J. M. du Buisson 
/ Mr. M. Moody Stuart, m.c. 
f Mr. Garnet H. Gordon, c.b.e. 
/Mr. H. Alan Walker 
f Mr. C. W. Murray, d.f.c. 
/Mr. H. Alan Walker

Marine Drilling Started
^he two photographs reproduced on the second of the 

pictorial pages were taken on July 4th in the Gulf 
of Paria, off Point Fortin, where marine oil drilling 
operations will start shortly. At an inauguration 
ceremony, attended by the Acting Governor, Mr. 
Maurice Dorman, the machinery was turned on for the 
first time by the Hon. Albert Gomes, Minister of 
Industry, Labour and Commerce. In a brief speech he 
wished the venture every success.

Mr. J. B. Christian, chairman of Trinidad Northern 
Areas, Ltd., in the course of his speech to the assembled 
guests said : “ Your very presence here demonstrates 
clearly that we are all of one mind in so far as we believe 
that the drilling of this well is a matter of the greatest 
importance both to the Government and the people of 
Trinidad.

“ Further proof of its importance is contributed by 
the presence here on this platform of the Petroleum 
Attache from Her Majesty’s Embassy in Washington, 
Mr. Brook, whom we are pleased to welcome. . . .

“ Trinidad Northern Areas has not been lacking in 
endeavour for my company has been trying to find oil 
in Trinidad since 1936. We have carried out geological 
surveys from the foot of the Northern Range to the 
Naparima-Mayaro road—gravimetric surveys have 
covered the whole island and seismic surveys were con­
centrated in the area between Caroni, Sangre Grande 
and the Central Range. The drilling rig has visited 
Talparo, Montserrat, Barrancones and Harmony Hall 
and more recently Mount Harris and Charuma.

Joint Effort
“ However, the joint efforts of the companies that go 

to make up Trinidad Northern Areas, namely, the 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., 
and the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, which have 
cost $8,000,000, have, unfortunately, resulted only in 
the collection of a large volume of geological information 
and no oil. . .

“ After such a long history of failure, it has taken 
considerable courage for my board to embark on this 
formidable new project which itself represents the 
culmination of efforts which began nearly 20 years ago, 
since which time a host of technical reports have been 
prepared and a multitude of profitability studies made.

“ The main factor causing delay in the initiation of 
this particular exploration project has always been the 
presentation of and belief in an economic justification.

“ In the earliest days the project was impossible from 
an engineering standpoint, but the oil industry has 
through its enterprise and the initiative of its experts 
solved this problem. r ,

“ Below us here is more than 40 feet of water and 
I can assure you that the whole structure is quite safe, 
for it is securely pinned in the ocean bed with huge 
piles We offer to United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
who are carrying out the marine operations of Trinidad 
Northern^easg our congratulations on this major 

engineering achievement.
{Continued at foot of next page)
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Jamaica Cotton Imports

Further Restrictions Announced
W/riting from Kingston, Jamaica, on July 29th, our 
” correspondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, states :—

“ The Government has reimposed from July 2nd, 
import restrictions on certain lines of textiles, to protect 
the local factory (Ariguanabo Mill). Import licences 
granted after May 31st will be cancelled unless the 
holder has opened an irrevocable letter of credit before 
July 2nd, in which case the importation will be counted 
against the holder’s future quota.

“ The textiles in question (after modification on 
July 29th) are as before : grey sheeting, greige goods, 
brown calico, drills (white, dyed, bleached or un­
bleached) ; white calico, white and dyed cambrics, 
casements, and linens ; denims and bleached limbrics.

“ Imports of these types will for two years be limited 
to 25 per cent of aggregate of 1952 and 1953 imports, 
provided Ariguanabo is producing adequate quantities 
of them. Sub-types, grades, and patterns not produced 
by Ariguanabo may be imported on a licence from the 
Trade Control Board, which will seek technical advice 
before granting any licence.

“ Import licences granted before May 31st may be 
extended for three months after expiry date if an order 
had been placed and confirmed before July 2nd.

“ Ariguanabo prices will be controlled on the basis of 
the cost of imported textiles of comparable quality from 
the cheapest source. It is understood that the Man­
chester Chamber of Commerce has lodged a strong 
protest against these restrictions with the Board of 
Trade.

Meanwhile, on July 21st, Ariguanabo shipped 
60,000 yards of print to England as first shipment on 
the 250,000-yard order placed by the Calico Printers 
Association.

Footwear Quota Reduction
Quotas for men’s footwear imports in the second 

half of 1954 have been reduced, while those for women’s 
and children’s footwear remain as in the first half ; 
so that the permitted quantities will be : men’s 64 260 
pairs ; women’s, 40,500 pairs ; children’s, 28,800 pairs.

“ The reason given for the reduction in men’s foot­
wear is the recent improvement in output and quality 
by local factories.

“ Discussion of further protection for the shoe trade, 
and also of the garment trade, is in progress, and a bill 
to provide for anti-dumping and countervailing customs 
duties is before the House of Representatives.”

B.I.F.

It has been announced that the 1955 British Industries 
Fair will be held at Olympia, London, and Castle 
Bromwich, Birmingham, from May 2nd to 13th of that 
year. The emphasis of next year’s exhibition is to be 
on goods both for the home market and for export 
and not, as hitherto, almost exclusively on goods for 
export. Earls Court will not be used.

Agricultural Development

F.A.O. Expert for Caribbean Commission 
TTnder the terms of an agreement signed last year in

Washington by representatives of the four member 
governments of the Caribbean Commission, and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, Mr. Bernard Havard-Duclos, Agricultural 
Economist of the F.A.O., assumed duty at Kent House, 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, with the Caribbean Com­
mission, on July 7th.

Mr. Havard-Duclos will be available to assist govern­
ments in the formulation of agricultural development 
programmes. He will also study the various agricul­
tural development programmes already initiated in the 
Caribbean and the extent to which these programmes 
might be co-ordinated on a regional basis. In this con­
nexion he will study selected commodities produced in 
the area which lend themselves to short term investiga­
tion, with a view to finding markets for these products 
in the Caribbean area as well as outside. Expenses of 
the project will be borne jointly by F.A.O. and the 
Commission.

A French agricultural engineer, Mr. Havard-Duclos 
has a wide experience in tropical agriculture. He spent 
years in Madagascar doing research work and con­
ducting experiments on sugar-cane, coffee, cocoa and 
vanilla. He subsequently went to the Belgian Congo, 
on secondment to the Agriculture, Livestock and 
Forestry Department, after which he was sent by the 
French Government to Indo-China as a livestock expert, 
at the request of the Government of that territory. 
Prior to his appointment in the Caribbean, he was Head 
of the French Overseas Department Division of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and lecturer on sugar-cane, 
forage crops and livestock at the School of Tropical 
Agriculture in Paris.

TRINIDAD’S OIL INDUSTRY
{Continued from page 211)

“ So far, therefore, so good—but well might you ask 
why should my company risk further expenditure in 
view of its failure on land.

I can assure you that the board of Trinidad Northern 
Areas have taken a huge risk, but, Gentlemen, as I said 
earlier, the oil business requires courage and this is a 
calculated risk. This marine venture is based on 
geological and seismic interpretation of this structure 
and we have confidence in our technical advisers that 
the risk is justified.

Importance of High Output
I would point out, however, that this venture will 

only be profitable provided the production per well is 
much higher than on land. The oil reservoirs will 
necessarily have to be big and extend continuously over 
large areas for it has been proven elsewhere in the world 
that only very rich offshore oilfields can be developed 
at a profit.

“ From what you see to-day you must be convinced 
that oil from marine leases will be expensive and in this 
respect I would remind you that the oil business is 
international.”
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The London Citrus Talks

Reports of Delegates to Regional Economic Committee

THE Regional Economic^Committee of the British 
West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras 
released for publication, on July 9th, the text of 

reports made to the committee by three members of 
the delegation on citrus who attended the discussions 
with representatives of Her Majesty’s Government in 
London in May and June of this year. These reports 
were accepted and endorsed by the committee at its 
eighth meeting, with appropriate expressions of apprecia­
tion.

The Hon. Albert Gomes, who was Leader of the 
delegation, reported as follows :—

“ The circumstances necessitating this Mission to the 
United Kingdom are well-known to members of the 
Regional Economic Committee. Some of the reasons 
will, however, bear emphasis. We were assigned by the 
Committee to go to London chiefly because, under 
Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act of 1953, Her 
Majesty’s Government had agreed to accept a quantity 
of American citrus and citrus products. The transaction 
amounted to a gift from the Government of the United 
States of America, since whatever sums accrued from 
the disposal of this fruit were intended to be earmarked 
for United Kingdom defence.

“ We took the view that the element of ‘ defence ’ 
was only introduced by the United States into the 
transaction to dissemble a clever method of disposing 
of their surplus citrus in the Sterling Area, and that such 
an agreement would have disastrous effects upon the 
citrus industry of the British West Indies. The damage 
was already apparent in a falling demand for some West 
Indian products. As for the future of the industry, 
the position would be desperate.

Basis of West Indian Case
“ Our case was based generally on the right of the West 

Indies to request of Her Majesty’s Government that she 
should at all times not only as regards the export 
Products of the British West Indies, but of all the 
colonies, guarantee stable market conditions in the 
United Kingdom for such products. Because we are 
small producers we cannot compete against the highly 
subsidized citrus of the United States of America, 
having regard to the fact that Americans have large 
domestic markets to manipulate their prices as we can 
Wer hope to do. Further, their freights to the United 
Kingdom are much lower than ours and the high prices 
which we have to pay for imported canning, packing 
aud processing material and equipment make a fair 
asis of competition impossible. .

We do not only face competition in the United 
Kingdom market from the United States whose sub- 
S1dized fruit has already driven us out of Continental 
Wkets. We must encounter competition from sub­
sidized Palestine citrus made possible by currency 
Manipulation. Similar devices operate in favour o 
Pjnjsh growers of citrus.

. We, therefore, have had no recourse but to ask Her 
Majesty’s Government to do all that is necessary to 

coyer us against threats of citrus entering the United 
Kingdom markets under M.S.A., and also give us 
guarantees for the future of citrus having regard to 
other threats which we have to face.

Difficulties Facing U.K. Government
“ It is necessary for you to appreciate, as we in London 

did, all the difficulties with which Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment was confronted in dealing with this matter. You 
will bear in mind that the present government in the 
United Kingdom has embraced a policy of rapid 
decontrol and of dealing as far as possible through com­
mercial channels. It is only too well-known that the 
conservative is allergic to all forms of state contract. 
Further, the grievous present and uncertain future with 
which we are threatened in marketing a number of 
West Indian products largely arise because inter­
national pressures and obligations upon the United 
Kingdom render it almost impossible for them to employ 
devices of Imperial preference in order to stabilize the 
marketing of colonial products. I do not intend to 
occupy too much time in discussing the complexities 
of G.A.T.T., but it is a fact that were it not for G.A.T.T., 
Her Majesty’s Government would not find it difficult to 
give to colonial producers what they desperately need.

“ An important point which we did not fail to make is 
that as regards the development of the citrus industry 
in this area, it was as a result of Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment’s encouragement that citrus was produced at a 
somewhat accelerated pace in the West Indies. 
Dominica, British Honduras, Jamaica and Trinidad 
were strongly encouraged by the view of a United 
Kingdom Government expert and decided that citrus 
development would be more than a support—a pivot 
to the development of the region. The delegation was 
fortunate in having Mr. Shillingford. In the case of 
Dominica, Mr. Shillingford had with him a document 
which urged upon the Government that Dominica 
should proceed to develop areas for the cultivation of 
grapefruit and assistance was offered in pounds sterling 
to Dominica in order that this could be achieved. We 
were able to use telling arguments from this document 
on several occasions in our deliberations with Her 
Majesty’s Government. As for British Honduras and 
all the other citrus growing territories to which similar 
encouragement applied, we rested o.ur case on this . 
that it would be inconsistent for Her Majesty s Govern­
ment on one hand to encourage production of these 
commodities and on the other hand refuse to give the

-d even induced to 
diversify our economy and we have done it. Now we 
stand in a rather tenuous position in places like Canada, 
our continental market has vanished as a result of one 
type of unilateral action, and m our sole remaining 
reHance viz., the United Kingdom market m which 
we are at grips with subsidized foreign fruit entering 
under currency devices, we face obliteration by M.S.A., 
and what other devious schemes to follow we know not.
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Our case is ‘ How can you, therefore, completely 
abandon us without expecting us to interpret the colonial 
system as merely an opportunity for metropolitan 
countries to exploit dependent territories.’

“It is an axiom of bargaining with Whitehall that 
whatever is gained is not easily gained. The lesson 
politicians should learn is that even when your case is 
good you must be prepared to persevere. The case was 
not an easy one, but it was a just one, and I think there 
are grounds for very great satisfaction that it has been 
possible for us to accomplish what we have done. If 
we had failed a great deal of damage would have been 
done. Not only were we able to get an undertaking 
from Her Majesty’s Government that in so far as the 
M.S.A. is concerned, all purchases would at once cease. 
We were also able to get from them a promise that they 
would not enter into any such agreement in the future 
without first consulting us. A mistake had been made ; 
but I think that the government of the United States of 
America also is coming to realize that nothing must be 
done to damage the livelihood of small countries which 
play their part in a free world hostile to Communist 
infiltration.

“ Even more important is the commitment in general 
terms relating to the future of the West Indian citrus 
industry. I think that this is something which will be 
of great value to us in the future. May I say this, that 
I feel that we must address ourselves at the earliest 
possible opportunity to organizing and rationalizing our 
citrus industry. Let us face this fact that, forceful as 
we may be in our demands from Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment, our case is always launched from heterogeneous 
sources of differing status and responsibility. It 
remains the charge of the Regional Economic Committee 
to proceed at the earliest opportunity to promote the 
organization of the citrus industry. Two separate 
phases of negotiations are ahead of us. We have a 
responsibility to ourselves and the region to put our 
house in order. We must do for the citrus industry 
what was done for the sugar industry. The delegation 
has opened the door for you, we have got this under­
taking from Her Majesty’s Government. It is now for 
the citrus interests and the Regional Economic Com­
mittee to get together for this vital purpose.

“ Please ask your government to assist in organizing 
this industry. If it is possible, do it now. Unless we 
do this immediately we are not going to find ourselves in 
a good bargaining position when we go to Her Majesty’s 
Government for any further negotiations.

Tribute to Mr. Lyttelton
I express my abounding appreciation of the 

attitude which the Secretary of State took during all 
negotiations. To a great extent it was due to Mr 
Lyttelton s good humour and fundamental realism that 
we were able to get this undertaking from Her Majesty’s 
Government. There is a covering letter to the final 
agreement which for the moment has to be treated 
confidentially. Governments will receive it in good 
time and it reinforces considerably, and to an extent 
we had never anticipated, the guarantee given us by Her 
Majesty s Government. We are told in simple language 
jjy that letter that Her Majesty’s Government would 
indusVy CirCUmstances let down the West Indian citrus

“ One aspect is not perhaps fully appreciated—the 
results of these negotiations will have a most definite 
bearing on Her Majesty’s Government’s policy in regard 
to agricultural products of all colonies. I hope that 
long before the G.A.T.T. Conference, opinion in the 
West Indies will be formulated on the ‘ no new pre­
ference ’ clauses of G.A.T.T. We would be strengthen­
ing Her Majesty’s Government’s position in any efforts 
she may make to protect colonial interests. Unless Her 
Majesty’s Government can secure, out of what is a most 
difficult international trade situation, the right to effect 
revision of preferences, not only as regards sugar but 
other commodities as well, colonies will find themselves 
in an extremely difficult position. Preferences are vital 
to the West Indies and will continue to be. The best 
bet for the West Indies is the United Kingdom. Make 
no mistake about it, it is the only stable market on 
which we can base our economies.

“ I want to acknowledge our debt to a number of 
organizations and people ; to our Trade Commissioner 
in London, to the West India Committee and the British 
Commonwealth Producers’ Organization, all of whom 
shared in this strenuous effort throughout. I want 
specially to mention the expert advice given by Mr. 
Wakeford of Gillespie Bros. On the delegation itself 
Professor Beasley, our Deputy Chairman, rendered 
sterling services and the producer members were in the 
forefront of the battle at all times.

“ Lastly, I pay my own tribute to all who participated 
and to the complete fusion of interests and the harmony 
which characterized the efforts of the delegation from 
the Government of Jamaica and our own delegation.’

The Hon. H. D. Shillingford and Professor C. G- 
Beasley then referred to the immense personal con­
tribution Mr. Gomes had made to the success of the 
negotiations and to the help given by Mr. G. G. R. 
Sharp, Mr. Garnet Gordon, Mr. R. F. Williams and 
Mr. C. D. DeLisser.

Professor Beasley’s Comment
Professor Beasley made the following comment on the 

discussions :—
There were two sets of problems. First, the immediate 

and obvious task was to see that the industry avoided 
serious trouble in the next year or so—this was a short 
term problem. They had to aim at eliminating the 
threat arising from the application of the provisions of 
the Mutual Security Act to the export of American fruit— 
so that this year’s fruit would not overload the market. 
1 here was also the matter of the Israelis and Spaniards 
tinkering with their currency exchange rates in order to 
^Pjam advantages in marketing surplus fruit. It was 
dimculties of that kind which had to be dealt with 
immediately. Another immediate problem was that 
the West Indies, particularly British Honduras and 
Jamaica, might be left with a considerable amount of 
unsold grapefruit segments this year. One of the 
valuable achievements in solving this short term problem 
was this. The delegation had been able to persuade 
the rood Ministry to agree that Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment would purchase any unsold surplus on the basis of

prices. It had been an unexpected achievement to 
get that undertaking.

The West Indies would then have no complaints for 
a year. The final undertaking which the Secretary of
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State had given was that within that year they would 
themselves in the United Kingdom examine the position 
and offer West Indian interests a definite scheme for 
a long term agreement.

He, personally, was glad to see Mr. Gomes emphasize 
from the beginning a long term view of the matter. 
Investment in a crop which only materialized after 
seven years and which might be lost in 18 months 
needed a long term agreement. The delegation actually 
persuaded the Secretary of State and his advisers to 
take view of a much bigger problem than at first they 
thought they were committed to. Now the Secretary 
of State had accepted the view that they would give 
an undertaking in one way or another—direct tariff 
changes or whatever proved to be best—after the 
G.A.T.T. discussions. Her Majesty’s Government had 
undertaken protection of bananas and citrus. They 
had not previously established (apart from the case of 
sugar) a position in which such a continuing policy of 
protecting an industry was agreed upon.

It was a very large issue. Mr. Gomes had said there 
were enormous difficulties on Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment’s part—international commitments and other 
kinds of complexities. The important thing was that 
they had got that basic position established for the time 
being, which they accepted in good faith. The United 
Kingdom Government would try to work out their own 
plans to help and assist the citrus industry of the West 
Indies.

Need for Citrus Organization
In that matter he would like from his own individual 

point of view to reinforce Mr. Gomes’ invitation in 
regard to setting the West Indian industry in order. 
They had been told by the Secretary of State, by Sir H. 
Poynton and others with whom they had dealt, that when 
they came to talk to Her Majesty’s Government there 
must be some organized body to deal with. In the 
case of sugar the British West Indies Sugar Association 
had established itself as a reputable body to deal with. 
In the case of citrus there was no such organization 
and it had proved embarrassing and really cumbersome 
to frame workable plans. The point should, therefore, 
be pressed urgently—possibly initially through the 
Regional Economic Committee—that steps must be 
taken to organize a representative entity to govern all 
the citrus interests in the West Indies. If not, the 
situation must be faced that there would not be much 
progress on the next occasion of negotiations with the 
United Kingdom. It was made quite clear that if 
there was one body to deal with, they would then be 
able to negotiate. He hoped members would appreciate 
that the onus was now on the West Indies to form its 
own citrus organization. They had been treated 
tolerantly considering that as yet they had nothing to 
°ffer in that way. Everyone took the view that there 
should be one organization to deal with the regional 
industry.

Apart from the question of this kind of general 
responsibility of Her Majesty’s Government helping with 
the citrus and banana industries there was a further 
Point which was very important and was stressed by the 
legation. In future, and in very difficult negotiations 
ln November on the revision of G.A.T.T., every °PP®r 
tunity would be given to the West Indies to be fully 
«Presented all the way through in plans to be drawn 

up for strengthening Her Majesty’s Government’s case 
in changing those portions of G.A.T.T. which were 
antagonistic to colonial development. G.A.T.T. arose 
out of a wartime necessity—part of the lease-lend 
arrangement with the United States of America. It was 
a “ haphazard ” agreement and many of the amend­
ments, reservations and clauses tacked on had in some 
degree made things rather difficult for colonial marketing 
interests. It was a very important achievement, in his 
view, to get Her Majesty’s Government’s recognition 
that West Indian Governments should take part in 
these discussions, and their representatives would be 
associated with the processes of revision and would be 
able to state what they really wanted in these negotia­
tions. All admitted that Her Majesty’s Government’s 
problems were enormous and the obligation of each 
Government would be to make a statement as to what 
they wanted and a reasonable view of what they thought 
could be achieved.

Professor Beasley concluded by saying : “I want to 
make a personal acknowledgment in the following 
matter. I had been nominated as a West Indian 
representative on the delegation which was a very great 
token of co-operation and a very happy omen of the 
recognition of my co-operation in West Indian interests 
since I was a United Kingdom civil servant. It had, 
however, raised a minor constitutional issue and I want 
to let the meeting know that it was due to the efforts of 
Sir Stephen Luke that the issue was circumvented. It 
had been a very happy arrangement and I acknowledge 
Sir Stephen’s helpfulness on this point as well as the 
acquiescence of the Secretary of State.”

The delegation had done all that it could. The next 
stage would be a critical one. As soon as governments 
acknowledged the need for organizing the citrus industry, 
machinery would be set in motion, but detailed arrange­
ments would depend on the willingness of citrus growers 
of the West Indies to co-operate in any such centra 
organization.

British Guiana Credit Corporation

Our Georgetown correspondent, writing on July 22nd, 
reports the commencement of operations by the 

British Guiana Credit Corporation.
The initial provision for the establishment of the 

corporation, which will be responsible for granting loans 
for agriculture, housing, industry and technical assist­
ance to industry, as part of the colony s development 
plan is S3,500,000. According to Guiana Diary of 
July 22nd, loans made by the District Offices since 
Tune 21st when the corporation came into being Counted'to approximately «30,000, while Food 

Production loans totalled $2o,000.
The corporation is administered by a board of manage­

ment consisting of Dr. Norman Duthie, LL.D C.A. 
ment consist g Durev M.B.E., Dr. G. Giglioli, 
OB'EmaMr JM. Green,' Mr. T. P. Jaundoo, Mr. 

CP B. Melbourne, Mr. J. H. McB. Moore, Mr. Vincent 
Roth O B.E., and Mr. A. C. Grieve (Regional Contro 1er 
of the Colonial Development Corporation) with the 
°* Jflnnment Secretary as official member. The genera 
SS w. Gy Carmichael^ and the secretary/ 

accountant Mr. David Yhap, F.C.A.
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Overseas Information Services

House of Commons Debate
Jn the House of Commons on July 6th the Opposition 

criticized the Government’s handling of overseas 
information services and reductions in the activities 
of the British Council.

The Government were asked to announce their 
attitude towards the Drogheda Committee report, and to 
take the following six steps which the Opposition 
regarded as “ the minimum essential requirements to 
ensure that the voice of Britain is clearly and con­
sistently heard as far and as wide as the interests of 
democracy require.”

First, to accept in principle the recommendations of 
the Drogheda Committee report with the exception of 
the elimination of the European services. Second, to 
give an assurance that the Western European broad­
casting services would be continued and maintained. 
Third, to give an assurance that the work of the 
British Council in Asia, the Commonwealth, the 
Colonics and the United Kingdom would be extended 
as recommended or would be carried on by other means 
either as recommended in the report or otherwise.’ 
murth, to accept the principle of long-term planning as 

essential to the efficient and effective co-ordination of 
our information services and to authorize a five-year 
plan to enable this to be carried out. Fifth, to assure 
adequate finance to maintain the agreed level of 
activities; an assurance to be given to the British 
naX^1 an+i tO+ the Bnt?sh Broadcasting Corporation in 
particular that once the long-term programmes were 
agreed upon there would be no sudden cuts in the activi­
ties of those bodies and no sudden imposition of restric- 
ion upOn th g . Sixth; to a P.gn

Meister d °U °f ulformation services to a senior 

* J°int Under-Secretary of State for 

w "S iS” is*.

They had meantime reached a decision with regard to 
the level of activity for 1954-55 and had derided to 
make available an additional £330,000 to be devoted 

lengthening information services In
South-East Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and

tion offices, in the West InXes, toe (fold c- 
Nigeria. These would cost about Z35 non u oas and 
information work in Australia, New Zealand °f
would cost about /10 000 tu f , and Ceylon 
would be devoted to increase Jm °f the ¿330.000 
British Council and the B.B.C. anSmg from the

Any long-term plan for the overseas information 
services must accord with the long-term financial pros­
pects of the nation. The Drogheda recommendations 
must be considered not only upon their own merits, but 
also against the background of the constant need to 
make and maintain economies in government expendi­
ture, and they were being examined in the light of our 
other commitments and resources.

As regards co-ordination, he hoped that the considera­
tion by the Government of the Drogheda Committee’s 
report would be the last occasion on which the informa­
tion services would be considered as a whole. The 
information service must exist for the use of the Depart­
mental Minister in each overseas Department. They 
believed that that was a very much better way to 
allow it to function than to amalgamate it and to seek 
to co-ordinate it.

The motion moved by the Opposition opener : That 
this House regrets that Her Majesty’s Government has 
tailed to formulate and provide adequate finance for a 
long-term and co-ordinated plan for the overseas 
information services, was lost by 280 votes to 264.

U.K. and Empire Cotton
Jn his presidential address at the annual meeting of 
Q,K t j n11! Cotton Growing Corporation on July 
yth Lord Derby expressed the hope that easing of the 
ollar restrictions and the reopening of the Liverpool 

Cotton Market desirable as these were in themselves, 
would not lead to any dimunition in the amount of 
empire cotton used in this country.

A point in favour of the greatest possible use of Empire 
co ons was that they were in general above average in 
staple length, fineness and strength. It seemed likely, 
because of competition from synthetic fibres and the 
+K°r T °f ^Î011 spinning industries in other countries, 

wouId concentrate more and more on 
tiie higher quality goods for which the bulk of Empire 
cotton was so suitable.

production in the Dominions, Colonies and 
yp11“- Sudan had amounted in 1952-53 to 

tu» îi« and frorn rePorts it would appear that 
the 1953-54 crop would be even better.

Mineral Oil in Citrus

Food announcement dated August 5th 
C^tomTi > O the Minister, Major the Rt. Hon. 
Gwilytn Lloyd-George, M.P., has amended the Mineral 

ln Food Order, 1949, which prohibits, with certain 
exceptions, the use of mineral oil in the composition 
tosa P?Paratlon of food, to allow from August 8th, 
t m lmP°rtatiop into the United Kingdom and 
nrnr» * which has been treated with a waxing
P ocess involving the use of mineral oil. The waxing 
ot citrus fruit restores artificially the natural wax lost 
mould Pni ““ary cleaning for the removal of dirt, 
mould and insects.
noP^61 P? amending order, citrus fruit may contain 

‘P“ one Part per of mineral oil and 
f°°d may include citrus fruit containing 

mineral oil than the Same Permitled proportion of
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Problems of British Industrial Concerns Overseas

Address by Mr.

THE problems of British industrial concerns overseas 
were the subject of an address to managers in 
industry given on July 12th at Madingley Hall, 

Cambridge, by Mr. J. M. Campbell, a vice-president of 
the West India Committee and chairman of Booker Bros. 
McConnell & Co., Ltd. After tracing the course of the 
developing relations of the people of British Guiana 
with his company, Mr. Campbell summed up as follows:—

“ From my own experience I am convinced of four 
things, and what I am going to say must be considered 
in the light of a personal basic attitude which can best 
be expressed by quoting from my last Bookers’ chair­
man’s statement.

Political Problems
“ It must not be thought that we fear Guianese 

nationalism. We want to see, and we are doing all we 
can to help to bring about, the day when Guianese are 
in charge of their own affairs and masters of their own 
fate; but that is not to say that we must help to throw 
the people to a pack of political wolves who wait with 
slobbering jaws to strengthen themselves upon their 
unsuspecting prey. Nor do we seek—above all we do 
not seek—a ‘ reactionary ’ government in British 
Guiana; we are not so complacent as to think that 
conditions were better in the past or could not be much 
better in the future. We would welcome a progressive 
government of Guianese for Guianese, a government 
able to offer leadership, generate confidence, harmonize 
the qualities and aspirations of the African, Indian and 
other peoples there, and create the conditions in which 
Bookers—and other providers of the external capital 
and skills which British Guiana will need for many a 
day—could play their full part for the good of all. 
Such a government, realizing the physical obstacles to 
their country’s becoming an independently viable 
economic unit—let alone the problems of defence— 
would surely regard it as being overwhelmingly in 
British Guiana’s interest to remain within the British 
Commonwealth. For there is in Great Britain an 
immense fund of goodwill towards the people of British 
Guiana and of other so-called ' backward or under­
developed ’ countries ; a real desire to fulfil social and 
economic responsibilities towards them ; and a 
eagerness to help them to progress and to develop then- 
resources. Nowadays colonial development need in_no 
W be identified with colonial domination. But 
colonial peoples cannot have it both ways ; they cannot 
clamour to ‘ go it alone ’ and, in the same breath, 
complain that Britain is not sufficiently assisting them 
with grants and loans and other enlightened and 
^dispensable measures such as the Comnionwealth 
Sugar Agreement. Neither, of course, can Great Britain 
have it both ways ; she cannot expect statesmanlike 
and weff-disposed governments in these territories, and 
fruitful markets for British exports, unless she give 
ungrudgingly the economic assistance essen ia 
their living standards.” . iodine-

“ My first conviction is that racial partne p

J. M. Campbell
to integration is absolutely essential to the evolution of 
these backward countries towards taking their fully 
mature place in the world of men. Without racial 
partnership and integration there must always be 
suspicion, distrust and conflict. I personally have no 
reason whatever to believe that African and Asiatic 
peoples, either in partnership with Europeans or inter­
married with them, are not, or cannot become, just as 
fit to look after their own affairs and to play their part 
in the world as Europeans. The doctrine of Herren 
Volk seems to me abominably arrogant on the part of 
the people who think themselves the master race. But— 
and it is a big but—there is no surer way of playing 
into the hands of these conceited people than urging 
colonial peoples to run before they can walk and so to 
stumble and fall. It is a great disservice to colonial 
peoples to expect them at once to be able to manage 
their own affairs in the sort of world of which Europeans 
have generations of experience, but which is com­
paratively new to them. So while it is arrogant and 
impertinent to think that we are somehow funda­
mentally better than they and thus must permanently 
dominate them, we fail in our duty if, having introduced 
them to our world, we do not guide them and help 
them until they are as qualified and capable as we to 
stand alone in it. The parent or the schoolteacher does 
not set up to be a superior mortal to the child or the 
adolescent. He has great responsibilities—fraught in 
adolescence with the most hazardous conflicts—until 
the child is a man. Professor Brogan of this university 
has, in his book The Price of Revolution, summed the 
point up in the following words : ‘ . . . the impatience 
of the young is not an excuse for the abandonment of 
responsibility by their elders who have noticed how 
quickly the rosy dawn turns to a hang-over.’ (Page 
268).

SkillsNeed of Capital and
“ Secondly, I am convinced that for many years to 

come the backward and underdeveloped countries will 
need European capital and skills for their economic 
development and for the improvement of their living 
standards ; and even more important, and more difficult 
to come by, and most difficult to transmit they will not 
be able to progress without that indefinable something 
awkwardly called ‘entrepreneurial ability, which, 1 
suppose, means industrial genius.

“ The process of indigenous capital formation is, 
unfortunately, very slow in these countries because, 
alas their hard-won natural wealth does not go very 
far when spread among their teeming and ever-growing 

populatf of nonsense js talked about colonial

exploitation for the fact of the matter is that in recent 
years incomparably more money has been put into 
colonial countries than has been taken out of them- 
bv business firms alone, let alone metropolitan govern­
ment funds in the form of grants and development 
corporations. That is not to say that capital will be
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forthcoming unless its providers can reasonably expect 
a proper return on their capital. But, I think, that so 
long as metropolitan capital—and its rewards—are not 
identified with metropolitan domination, racial prejudice 
and inequality of economic opportunity, there is 
evidence to show that the further colonial peoples 
progress on the road to maturity, the more they will 
realize their own need for external capital and encourage 
rather than discourage its providers—there is, after all, 
usually a sellers’ market for capital!

“ As for external skills, no colonial people like seeing 
imported men and women getting the plum jobs. 
Equally, governments and industries do not want the 
expense and embarrassment of employing imported staff 
for any position for which a suitable local man or woman 
can be found. It takes years of good primary, secondary 
and higher education to train the specialists on which 
government and industry must rely in this technological 
age for their efficiency. Colonial peoples could only 
suffer from governmental and industrial inefficiency. 
They could not benefit from it and certainly not progress 
as they wish.

“ Thirdly, I am convinced that during the present 
adolescent stage of colonial political development, the 
innate and rather woolly liberal philosophy of the 
European and our almost theological ‘ belief ’ in one- 
man-one-vote need cautious and at times somewhat 
modified application to colonial conditions. Where 
western civilization is new, where thought processes 
differ from ours, where education is still a tender plant 
or non-existent, where the whole background of the 
people is as different from ours as chalk from cheese, 
where all the racial and social conflicts that I have 
described abound, parliamentary democracy can go 
disastrously wrong, leading to anarchy and the abuse 
of power and to the vicious suppression of minorities. 
Government of the people by the people can do far 
more harm than good unless it is for the people, and 
many colonial peoples have far to go before they can 
realize this concept.

Contribution of Business Enterprise
‘‘Fourthly, I am convinced that the British love of 

understatement and our tendency to hide our light 
under a bushel, not so much from modesty as from the 
conviction that everybody ought to know what fine 
fellows we are without our bothering to tell them so— 
have made it fatally easy for our detractors to denigrate 
our colonial role. Britain must in future not only 
continue to do good and do justice, but must militantly 
show tbe world that good and justice are being done, 
in the held of business the representatives of British 
capital must spare no pains to bring home to colonial 
peoples the irreplaceable contribution which their 
enterprise is making to the health, wealth and happiness 
of the people—by words as well as by deeds and policy 
they must show that they are conscious of their wide 
and finely-balanced responsibilities to staff and labour 
and to the peoples of the territories where they operate 
as well as to shareholders.

“ In all the anxieties of the world today it is not easy 
to take an optimistic view about anything, least of all 
about a subject so obviously complicated and intractable 
as colonial problems. And if one does take an optimistic 
view one is accused of ‘ complacency ’ or being ‘ostrich­

like ’ or ‘ looking at life through rose-coloured spec­
tacles ’ or other appropriate and opprobrious cliches. 
But I am not so sure that the environment of colonial 
businesses is really so much more perilous than for 
metropolitan businesses. I was recently having lunch 
with some eminent bankers, one of whom said to me 
‘ Mr. Campbell, of all the countries where Bookers 
operate, in which are you most concerned about the 
political and economic future ? ’ I replied ‘ England.’ 
I don’t think it went down very well, but you know in 
many ways colonial social and economic problems reflect 
the problems of . the world in microcosm. In newly 
developed countries one is able to see the difficulties, 
whereas in Europe they are overlaid by centuries of 
history and tradition, but nevertheless they exist. We 
owe it to colonial peoples whose whole history we 
launched upon its new course to work as hard and as 
courageously and with as great faith for their future 
as we work for our own salvation.

“ And always remember that it isn’t only on moral 
grounds that we must think and plan and work to solve 
the problems of colonial relationships. It isn’t only 
that we who have so long had the benefits of civilization 
owe it to backward peoples to pass on the benefits to 
them. Remember that the 50,000,000 people in this 
country cannot live without the products and the 
markets of the Commonwealth. And remember, above 
all, that he who is not with us is against us and that 
our old western civilization cannot survive without the 
help and strength and ever-growing vigour of the young 
peoples.”

International Sugar Council

The executive committee of the International Sugar 
Council met in London on July 29th and 30th, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. F. Sheed Anderson.

The committee examined the statistical position and 
studied measures to establish an equilibrium between 
requirements and supplies.

Several measures can be taken to attain this end. The 
committee, however, will defer making definite recom­
mendations to the Sugar Council until more accurate 
information is obtained as to :—

(1) possible increases in the requirements of the world 
market ;

(2) shortfalls in export quotas ;
(3) the readiness of participating exporting countries 
. withhold any remaining excess sugar; and
(4) the readiness of participating importing countries 

to provide the maximum outlet for supplies from 
participating exporting countries.

Consultation with all member governments will 
proceed forthwith through the council’s executive 

irector with a view to submitting a specific plan of 
joint action to the council for decision at its meeting 
on September 8th if, in the light of the more precise 
knowledge of the market situation that will then be 
available, the council decides that measures further to 
those already taken are necessary.

Any individual member of the West India Committee is 
e j Jor Life Membership on compounding his, or her, 
annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s.
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Industry in Jamaica

The Island’s Manufactures on Show
By H. P. Jacobs

'Jhe wide range of manufacturing industry in Jamaica, 
and the degree of craftsmanship existing, were 

admirably displayed at the Industrial Fair which 
opened on July 28th in Kingston and continues up to 
August 7th. The Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association, 
which organized the Fair, aimed at presenting a com­
plete picture of secondary production, from the manu­
facture of sugar to that of textiles, from dressmaking

Mr. Bustamante inspects an industrial exhibit 

and designing to the preparation of oxygen : and the 
result was strikingly successful.

The selection of the site was an important element in 
success. Many years ago, when the Roman Catholic 
“Convent School” in Duke Street was burned down, 
to the peril of Headquarters House and its records, the 
Roman Catholics rebuilt well and solidly ; but no one 
had realized the potentialities of the several blocks oi 
buildings for an exhibition. In two storeys, they provi e 
compactness and solidity which temporary erections do 
not have, and the space proved adequate : while even 
an August thunderstorm would not completely spoil an 
afternoon. From the nature of the buildings i was 
possible to plan a system of exits and entrances on o i 
floors of each building to reduce the risk of congestion.

Since the Fair remained open to a late hour, an 
lighting arrangements were good, it presented a c le 
and attractive appearance in the populous region 
°ld city of Kingston, which is notoriously reary 
nights; and a large number of people who live int. 
suburbs found it convenient to visit the Fair
way from work. , . , niarP

Positions were as far as possible assigne P
together all kindred types of production, so J" J 
printers, cosmetics manufacturers, tex i e own 
turers, curio producers, would be found 1 f t ers 
groups, and costumiers both close to shoe m
and on the floor above textile manufacturers^ of the 

Extraordinary pains had been ta.ken y manu- 
concems taking space. For some time )e ^ting, at 
facturers have realized the importance p 

school fairs and similar functions, a realistic picture of 
their processes of manufacture as an effective form of 
advertising and for creating goodwill. The Nestle sub­
sidiary, Jamaica Milk Products Ltd., has a model of a 
condensery which it uses on such occasions, and this 
was operated at the Fair : Ariguanabo Mill showed the 
actual operation of one of their looms as part of a most 
elaborate display which included mannequins displaying 
dresses made of Ariguanabo materials. A knitting 
machine was shown in action by Jamaica Knitting Mills. 
But machinery was also shown—sometimes in action by 
concerns which are not primarily profit-making at all, 
such as the remarkable Reynolds Mines project [see 
Circular, February, 1954, p. 49] for cottage production 
of high grade woollens (cashmeres, etc.), the DaCosta 
Institute (ceramics), and the Salvation Army School 
for the Blind.

The reaction of visitors was that they had previously 
been quite unaware of the range of manufactured goods. 
This effect was largely due to the fact that for the first 
time it was obvious that whole sectors of consumer 
demand could be covered from Jamaican sources : e.g., 
that the materials for a house, iron window frames, and 
furniture are all procurable locally. In the case of 
Ariguanabo textiles, so much in the news recently, many 
visitors said that for the first time they realized their 
quality and appearance : they had in fact simply not 
seen them before. Equally, the wide range of processed 
foods (of which many free samples were available) was 
previously not widely known. Undoubtedly the layout 
assisted in conveying these impressions. A large number 
of individual surprises also appeared—it was scarcely 
realized by most people that a Sugar Manufacturers 
Association subsidiary was producing oxygen for 
medical purposes, that 3(Tper cent phosphate fertilizer 
was being made from gypsum, that school desks and

A display of locally made furniture 

chairs were being turned out, and that good quality 

each day at 2 p.m., and two 
= f^h^

the Mayor, Co- 
ciUor George Atherton, acted as chairman.
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Welfare of the Blind

Report of British Empire Society
Tn our previous report on the work of the British 

Empire Society for the Blind,* reference was made 
to the rapid extension of the work of the society since 
its incorporation in 1950.

The report of the executive council for the year ended 
December 31st, 1953,J shows that the society’s work 
continues to expand and that the blind welfare organiza­
tions, announced in the previous report as having been 
set up in 26 colonial territories, are beginning to produce 
results and are on the right lines.

Mr. John Wilson, the society’s blind director, left 
England for the British West Indies early in 1954, to 
complete arrangements for the establishment, with the 
aid of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind, of 
a Regional Office, and generally to stimulate work for 
the blind in the British Caribbean. He remained in 
the British West Indies till the end of March, and 
returned via the United States and Canada.

The report emphasizes that the society is emphatically 
not a central organization charged with over-all responsi­
bility for the care of the blind throughout the colonial 
territories, but a voluntary organization founded to 
initiate work for the blind and, where necessary, supple­
ment the activities of societies, devoted to the welfare 
of the blind, already existing in colonial territories or 
founded with the society’s encouragement. “ The care 
of the blind and the cure of blindness throughout the 
colonial territories,” states the report, “ is a task which 
calls for a common effort, official and unofficial, and, 
in particular, for the constant help and interest of 
members of the public.”

In Trinidad the Trinidad and Tobago Blind Welfare 
Association has established a model blind school at 
Santa Cruz with accommodation for 48 residential 
students. At the end of 1953 there were 17 children 
m residence including two from Grenada and one from 
Barbados. The headmaster spent four months in the 
United Kingdom studying British methods and con­
sidering what new trades could be introduced into 
Trinidad. Fifty-six adults attended the rehabilitation 
and training centre at Port-of-Spain. The workshop at 
this centre is being rebuilt and extended and for this 
task efforts are being made to raise the sum of £10 000 
A small training centre was opened in Tobago.

Fourteen blind pupils were being trained at the school 
connected with the training centre maintained in 
Bridgetown by the Barbados Association in Aid of the 
Blind and the Deaf.

The British Guiana Society for the Blind at George­
town was raising funds for rehousing its school and 
training centre, at which the existing capacity was 30. 
Biaille and handicrafts were being taught there to 25 
students who met on three or four days a week.

The Salvation Army in Jamaica was planning to 
extend the workshop at its Institute for the Blind in 
Kingston. The new Jamaican society set up during

♦Circular, November, 1953, page 294

Kr Blind> Annual Report and
StrXt Lo^ the SOCiCty at 121- Victoria 

Mr. Wilson’s visit will concentrate on the 3,400 blind 
persons who are outside the Salvation Army Institution.

In the Leeward Islands the Antigua branch of the 
British Red Cross taught Braille and handicrafts at a 
school for the blind which can take seven pupils. The 
new Antigua society set up during Mr. Wilson’s visit 
made a promising beginning, and has established a 
panel of voluntary workers who visit the blind in then- 
own homes.

The Salvation Army School for the Blind at Nassau, 
take 20 pupils, and teaches Braille andBahamas, can 

mat making.

Raw Cotton Commission

Dissolution Order
Qection 4 (1) of the Cotton Act, 1954, empowered 

the Board of Trade and the Minister of Materials 
jointly to dissolve the Raw Cotton Commission by an 
Order, which would be subject to affirmative resolution, 
if at any time they were satisfied that it was in the 
public interest to do so. A debate in the House of 
Commons on February 17th, 1954, in which the pro­
visions of this section of the Act (then in the Bill stage) 
were severely criticized, was reported in the March 
issue of the Circular.*

On June 16th there was laid before the House the 
Draft Raw Cotton Commission (Dissolution) Order, 
1954, and this came before the House of Commons for 
approval on July 22nd. There ensued a debate which 
was largely a repetition of that which had gone before, 
and in which expression was again given to fears about 
the future for colonial cotton, and in particular the 
long term contracts. The Minister of State, Board of 
Trade (Mr. Heathcoat Amory) reminded the House 
that long term contracts were not universal in the case 
of colonial cottons, and that long term contracts were 
not the only means of assisting the development of 
colonial cotton. The object of the Raw Cotton Com­
mission, in so far as it went in for long term contracts, 
had not been primarily the development of the colonies 
in that way, but to secure supplies for the cotton 
industry in the United Kingdom. During the later 
stages the Commission found it advantageous, in fact, 
to have long term contracts only in the case of three 
colonies Nigeria, Aden and Nyasaland. He again con­
firmed that these outstanding long term contracts would 
be implemented in full if it were the wish of the colonies 
concerned that they should be.

It was intended to appoint as liquidator Mr. H. 
lj ï>n w^°’ since the retirement of Sir Ralph Lacey, 
had been chairman of the Commission. This would 
provide administrative continuity. After August 31st 
there would be no functions for the independent and 
parUtime mem^ers °f the Commission to carry out. It 
would be the liquidator’s duty to ensure that the Com­
mission s stock of cotton was disposed of in the best 
interests of the industry and public funds. It would 
clearly be wrong to throw it on the market and “ job 
it oft at any price obtainable.

At the end of the debate, which continued until after 
midnight, the Order was agreed to.

* Pages 63 and 64
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Increased Production from the Land
------------- 4-------------

An Example of Success

AT the function, reported in the previous issue of 
the Circular, at which Sir Hugh Foot, Governor

L of Jamaica, received a presentation copy of The 
Farmers'Guide as a tribute from the Jamaica Agricultural 
Society, he spoke of “ a great agricultural revival ” in 
Jamaica. This he attributed to several factors, prom­
inent among which was the fact that both big and 
little farmers, working together and recognizing their 
interests to be the same, were making successful efforts 
on behalf of the industry.

An account of the work of one of the big agricultural 
organizations in the island—the West Indies Sugar Co., 
Ltd.—of the methods employed and the success achieved 
in raising production per acre, was given in a recent 
Radio Jamaica broadcast by Mr. H. C. Cahusac, general 
manager of Frome Division of that company.

The Farmers' Guide advises the prospective or in­
experienced farmer to “ make contact with an 
experienced and successful neighbour, observe his 
methods, take the advice that will be readily given, and 
put them into practice.” Not all British Caribbean 
farmers are in a position to visit Frome and to see at 
first hand what has been achieved, but the following 
extracts from Mr. Cahusac’s broadcast are put on record 
to bring this excellent example of farming in its truest 
sense—that is, full production with maintenance and 
even improvement of soil fertility—to the notice of 
farmers in other British Caribbean territories.

Maintenance of Soil Fertility
“ The fight to maintain the fertility of all agricultural 

land is one of the most important and pressing needs of 
our time, because not only does our own prosperity 
depend on it, but the future well-being of our children 
and grandchildren. I have often said that we hold the 
land in trust for posterity, and that if we are to live 
up to this sacred responsibility, we must leave it in 
better heart than when we first worked it, or be branded 
as impostors who robbed those who came after us. 
is so easy to reap where we have not sown, and each 
generation only seems to think in these terms, w en i 
comes to ploughing back any of their capital to replenis 
the fertility of the land which gives them their living.

Fortunately, the sugar estate is the happy marriage 
of agriculture and industry, and if those of us w 
operate them will conscientiously return all the w 
products of our factories to the soil, not only wi 
fertility of our fields be maintained, but with every 
additional application the returns will be ou 
trebled as the cycle is repeated. Many of us have 
stopped to reason that the more we he p na u , 
should I say, follow the simple lessons of nature r 
easier it is for us to obtain maximum returns, 
foremost you must have a properly balance s. , • 
soil with enough organic material to absor Tnjcr0_ 
water, which in turn is fed to the plant . t
scopic hairs known as fibrous roots. with
enough organic material present in the soi P annot 
adequate drainage, these minute root hair

Achieved in Jamaica

penetrate the impervious clay pan which is usually 
found on these plains a few inches below the surface 
and the plant consequently suffers from drought which 
in turn is reflected in yields. If, however, this primary 
factor, organic matter, is incorporated in sufficient 
quantities, not only have you provided so-called ‘ plant 
food,’ but created a ‘ Living Soil ’ in which millions 
of micro-organisms are at work below the surface of the 
earth. If a section of such soil could be exposed, one 
would be astonished at the wealth of interesting living 
things which exist below ground. Larger organisms 
increase soil fertility by digging a net-work of channels, 
thus mixing and ventilating the soil, and allowing air 
and water to penetrate to the delicate plant roots. Air 
is just as necessary for the growth of plants as it is for 
animals. Micro-organisms can only live in organically 
rich soil and the ability of man to use them to his 
advantage has been one of the greatest triumphs of 
modem civilization.

On any sugar estate or farm where cane is grown, one 
only has to provide the right soil fertility for healthy 
growth and nature will, through the medium of the sun, 
air and water, produce the sucrose content in the plant. 
This is the process of photosynthesis, of the details of 
which we know very little, and is, in my humble opinion, 
as complex as creation itself. All we know is that the 
sun’s energy is trapped by a green substance chlorophyll 
found only in green plants and in which process photo­
synthesis takes place. The greatest possible area of 
chlorophyll is exposed to sunlight as is seen in the 
struggle of young trees or sugar cane leaves for a place 
in the sun. Water taken up by the roots, and carbon­
dioxide from the air, are combined (in the presence of 
sunlight) to form sugar. Although this sounds very 
simple, it is yet another miracle of nature which is taken 
for granted ; the sucrose content and yield of cane is, 
however, still determined by the degree of care you 
give your land.

Importance of Intensive Cultivation
To go back to our attempt at Frome to make the 

most of what we have, it might be of interest to describe 
in some detail the various forms of organic manure 
used to produce such outstanding results. In the first 
nlace those of us now at Frome refused to accept the 
easy and unimaginative policy that the only way to 
nroduce bigger crops was to acquire more land. 1 
firmly believe that the ruin of many a farmer has come 
about by the use of capital to purchase more land instead 
of intensively working what he already owns. A. farm 
of 100 acres intensively cultivated is twice as profitable 
as one of 200 acres indifferently operated. We, there­
fore accepted the challenge to produce bigger crops 
and set about working the land vertically instead o 
horizontally, and refusing to pander to the general 
belief that there is such a thing as bad land which 
cannot be drained or manured as the case might be. 
Draining the swamps was easy enough once the rivers 
were embanked and pumps installed to take off the
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excess water. The poor and abandoned areas was the 
more urgent and pressing problem and to achieve this 
we used the following methods :—

1. The maintenance of a working herd of approxi­
mately 2,000 steers to transport 70 per cent, of the cane 
crop (30 per cent, is hauled by tractor) which at the 
same time provides the bacteria to break down the 
thousands of tons of organic material applied in the 
form of bagasse, grass, or any form of litter which is 
either put in permanent pens where the animals are 
brought in during the day to be harnessed, or in the 
‘ Fly Pens ’ where they are penned at night. The 
pen manure which is made in the permanent pens is 
removed in the dry season and applied to the poor 
patches which are to be found on nearly all Jamaican 
sugar estates, and certainly in Westmoreland. ‘ Fly 
Penning ’ is confined to the poorer sections which are 
fenced and bagasse spread at the rate of 40 to 50 tons 
per acre. The animals are kept in these pens until 
2,000 head nights have been recorded and then removed 
to another area. This practice builds up from two to 
three inches of top soil which would otherwise have 
taken 200 or 300 years to come about if left to revert to 
forest. My good friend Louis Bromfield thinks it would 
take nearer a thousand years. I don’t altogether agree 
with him on this point as perhaps he has overlooked the 
fact that we have more rapid growth in the tropics 
than they have in colder climates.

2. The straight application of 40 tons of Oliver filter 
mud per acre.

3. The straight application per acre of 40 tons of un­
treated bagasse which is worked into the soil by a T.D. 18 
Rotavator and then knifed into the soil (to a depth of 
12 to 15 inches).

4. The application of 2,000 gallons of liquid dunder 
to potash deficient areas which is equivalent to an 
application of 2 cwt. of muriate of potash.

5. The application of 40 tons per acre of compost 
made from dunder and bagasse, the former supplying the 
potash and the latter the organic matter.

Examples of Progress
In support of the above, it might be of interest if 

I give a few examples of how our tonnages have increased 
over the years. The section (comprising three farms) 
I took charge of in 1927 and which produced during 
that year 17,000 tons of cane, last year yielded just 
over 70,000 tons. Another farm which in 1938 barelv 
reaped 4,000 tons, produced last year over 27,000 tons 
or an increase of nearly seven hundred per cent. A 
particular field on this farm which was previously 
regarded as entirely useless has produced this crop just 
over 80 tons per acre after being ‘ fly penned ’ iA the 
customary manner—an all-time record for this parish

It is most gratifying to see that results, which a few 
years ago I regarded as all-time records, are now being 
surpassed m all directions and to use an old school-room 
phrase, , the pupils have indeed outstripped the 
teacher. This is as it should be, for to stand still is 
to become stagnant, and this must never be allowed to 
happen.

To avoid any misunderstanding I think it only fair 
to mention that the above results have all been obtained

I? sa*lsfying the organic requirements of the soil 
and then by the further addition of some commercial 

fertilizer. Even then, however, this fertilizer was not 
applied in a haphazard manner as is the general practice; 
but the specific nitrogen, phosphorus and potash require­
ments were determined by analysing the composition of 
the leaves, which is known as foliar analysis.

We further feel that the application of organic matter 
is just as important for the fertility of land owned, or 
operated, by our cane farmers, not only for the above 
reasons but because it is just as imperative for them 
to reduce costs by increased yields, if they are to weather 
falling sugar prices which have already taken the down­
ward trend. For the past few years we have allowed any 
farmer to have as much bagasse as he required, slightly 
below the cost of baling and handling, which works out 
at 7s. 6d. per ton. Of course this has only been made 
possible by the high fibre content of the cane varieties 
now grown. The time might well come when this 
would have to be discontinued if the fibre content of 
the new varieties should drop considerably. It is well- 
known that bagasse is our only source of fuel and, 
therefore, the property of the factory, as we use neither 
coal, wood nor oil to operate our boilers.

From small experiments of a few acres, the above 
practices are now being conducted on a divisional scale 
over the entire 10,500 acres which we have in cane and 
as I have said before, with results which have been, in 
many instances, quite fantastic. In achieving these 
remarkable and well-nigh unbelievable results, I would 
like to pay tribute to the various people who have 
helped, and in some instances, literally make the desert 
blossom.”

Mr. Cahusac then acknowledged the wholehearted 
and loyal co-operation extended to him, in putting into 
practice the measures which have produced such out­
standing results, by all connected with the company, 
from the Board of Directors to the workers in the field.

Barbados Fancy Molasses

Change in Raw Sugar Parity
THE Barbados Sugar Producers’ Association recently 

revised the factor for converting quantities of fancy 
molasses to the equivalent as raw sugar. Hitherto 
330 wine gallons have been accepted as equivalent to 
one ton of sugar. The new parity is 290 wine gallons 
to one ton of sugar. This figure has been accepted by 
the Barbados government for the purposes of payments 
in connexion with the special sugar funds, and for com­
pilation of the official total sugar production figure.

West Indies Federation

It is reported that on July 22nd the Jamaica House 
of Representatives unanimously accepted the draft 
proposals on West Indian Federation prepared by the 
i which met in London from April 13th to 30th,
1953. The proposals were discussed in the Circular 
on pages 115 to 117 of the May issue and on pages 14a 
and 146 of the June issue of that year. Two white 
papers (Cmd. 8837 and 8895) give full particulars of 
the report of the conference and of the federation plan*
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Sea Island Cotton

Chairmanship of Advisory Committee
Cir Harold Tempany has decided that he must 
0 curtail his public duties somewhat, partly in order 
to have time to finish a book on tropical agriculture, 
which he has been striving to complete for some years. 
This has caused him to resign the chairmanship of the 
Advisory Committee in the United Kingdom of the 
West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association, though he 
will remain a member of the committee. He has been 
succeeded as chairman by Mr. J. C. May, Director of 
the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation.

The association was formed 
consist of the Cotton Growers’ 
Associations of Antigua, Bar­
bados, Montserrat, Nevis and 
St. Kitts, and the Planters’ 
Association of St. Vincent, 
together with a number of ex 
officio honorary members. The 
primary object of the associa­
tion is “to promote and pro­
tect the British West Indian 
Sea Island cotton industry.’’ 
Sea Island cotton being the 
longest and finest cotton pro­
duced in the world, its econo­
mic uses are limited, and to an 
extent dependent on the 
vagaries of fashion. The bal­
ance between supply and 
demand is, therefore, delicate, 
and the advisory committee in 
England was set up in 1934 
to assist the association m 

bypreserving this balance
taking all possible steps to 
increase consumption. All

ofopportunities are taken 
giving publicity to Sea Island 
cotton and the goods that are 
manufactured from it. Various 
firms have co-operated very 
fully with the committee in 
popularizing Sea Island goods, 
and the buying public has been 
safeguarded by the registra­
tion of a trade or certification 
mark which can only be affixed 
to goods made from 100 per

to devise measures toin 1933. Its members

I.

TempanySir Harold

cent. Sea Island cotton. tradeThere are now over 70 registered users of the.trlJ 
mark, and close touch is maintained with them 

interests of the producers.
To popularize Sea Island cotton goods it as m 

years been the policy of the Committee to arrange * 

the representation of the Association a ra „ 
and Exhibitions. An exhibit has been staged annu Uy 
at the British Industries Fair, and the Committee 
arranged for a display of Sea Island co ° g , 
connexion with the itinerant exhibit arranged through

the Board 
Britain in

of Trade in connexion with the Festival of 
1951.

Before the last war the committee in co-operation 
with various manufacturing interests helped to build 
up a thriving trade in men’s shirts and underwear made 
from Sea Island cotton. During the war this trade 
disappeared, owing to all supplies of Sea Island cotton 
being commandeered by the government for military 
purposes. With the advent of peace, efforts were made 
to build up this trade again, but with only partial 
success owing to the effect of purchase tax which priced 
Sea Island goods of this class out of the English market. 
No effort was spared by the committee to secure some 
alleviation of this hardship, but so far without success.

After the end of the war the committee was compelled 
dispose of cottons from the 
West Indies through the Cotton 
Control. During the war the 
disposal of supplies had been 
carried out by H.M. Govern­
ment, but after the war a 
sub-committee of the com­
mittee called the Negotiating 
Committee was set up which 
for eight years arranged the 
prices at which the island cot­
tons were sold to the Cotton 
Purchasing Commission.

In conjunction with manu­
facturers and merchants the 
attempt was made to build up 
a trade in fine fabrics for 
women’s wear made from Sea 
Island cotton. This met with 
considerable success, but wa; 
once more handicapped b* 
purchase tax.

The committee advises the 
parent association on all mat­
ters referred to them relating 
to the industry and serves as a 
link with manufacturing inter­
ests in this country. In addi­
tion, members of the com­
mittee visit the West Indies 
from time to time, and attend 
meetings of the Association, 
while cotton planters and mem­
bers of the Association when 
on holiday in the United King­
dom attend meetings of the 
committee and discuss the 
affairs of the industry.

The committee discharges
and is in fact an indispensablemanv other functions, and is in tact an inmspensame 

part of the organization established in connexion with

Indies been invaluabl! to the committee. It is no 

less than fifty years; since he took up ^s^post

JU*
(Continued at foot of next page)
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Shipping News
T^he s.s. Caronia of the Cunard Line has been scheduled 

to make a special sailing from Southampton and 
Havre on December 4th, 1954, to Hamilton, Bermuda, 
Kingston, Jamaica and Nassau, Bahamas, and thence 
to New York.

The s.s. Sunrip, the largest ocean-going freighter ever 
built in Canada, was launched recently at the yard of 
Davie Shipbuilding, Ltd., at Lauzon, P.Q. The cere­
mony was performed by Mrs. R. E. Powell, 
wife of the president of the Aluminum Co. 
of Canada Ltd. (Alcan). The vessel has 
been built for Sun Steamships Ltd., and 
will be chartered on a long term basis to 
Saguenay Terminals, Ltd., the steamship 
subsidiary of Alcan.

The main function of the Sunrip will be 
to carry alumina (aluminium oxide) from 
Port Esquivel, Jamaica, to the new Alcan 
smelter at Kitimat, B.C. She is the first 
major merchant vessel to be built with an 
all welded aluminium superstructure.

The s.s. Loch Gowan, which left London 
on July 15th on her maiden voyage to Jamaica and the 
North Pacific Coast, is the latest addition to the fleet 
of Royal Mail Lines, Ltd. She is a cargo/passenger 
liner of 9,700 gross tons and has an overall length of 
502 feet and a breadth moulded of 68 feet.

There is accommodation on the boat deck for 12 
passengers, berthed in eight single and two 2-berth 

rooms, each entered through a small vestibule, and all 
having their own private bathroom and toilet. A 
special feature of the passenger amenities is a permanent 
open-air coloured-tile swimming pool situated at the 
fore end of the bridge deck.

All the rooms are panelled in Canadian maple with 
furniture of French walnut. The knee-hole dressing 

tables fitted with capacious drawers and plate-glass top, 
have triple mirrors with electric light wall bracket at 
each side and one above. The generous wardrobes are 
built in and veneered to match the panelling. A full 
length mirror is also provided. The floors are close 
covered with crimson carpet, and the colour scheme is 
completed by the window and vestibule curtains of gold- 
printed satin. The dining room and lounge are large 
and airy and beautifully equipped.

The Swedish Lloyd s.s. Patricia will leave Tilbury on 
November 27th for a voyage to the West Indies during 

The S.S. Loch Gowan

the course of which she will call at Barbados, Trinidad, 
Jamaica and the Bahamas. The vessel will then make 
several cruises from New York to the West Indies 
and is due back at Tilbury on May 7th. Minimum 
one-way fares will be from £90. An announcement 
appears on page ix.

Mr. Starck’s Promotion

It was recently announced that Mr. A. R. 
Starck, O.B.E., United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner for the Eastern Caribbean, 
had been promoted to Trade Commissioner, 
grade 1, at Melbourne, Australia. Mr. 
Starck has had his headquarters in Trini­
dad since 1937 and has made a host of 
friends in the West Indies. They will con­
gratulate him on his promotion, but will be 
sorry to lose a trusted official who has done 
everything possible to promote two-way 
trade. His work on behalf of local chari­
ties in Trinidad will never be forgotten.

{Continued from preceding page) 

becoming Director of Agriculture in 
Mauritius, and then in the Straits Settle­
ments and Federated Malay States. He 
was appointed Assistant Agricultural 

Adviser to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
1936, succeeded Sir Frank Stockdale as Agricultural 
Adviser in 1940, and retired from that post in 1946. 
The West Indian islands owe much to his help and 
advice during all these years, and it is good to know 
that this will remain available through his retention of 
membership of the advisory committee.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ g arkin’ save a bitin’.”

* * *
Mr. Charles D. H. Vernon is the 374th member 

of the West India Committee to take up life membership.
* * *

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., announce that Mr. 
H. D. Acres, commercial director of the company, has 
been appointed a joint managing director.

* * *
The Governor of British Guiana recently invested 

the Archbishop of the West Indies with the insignia of 
Serving Brother and Sub-Prelate of the - Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem.

* * *
The Royal Empire Society announces that Colonel 

Charles Ponsonby has been elected chairman of the 
council for the ensuing year in succession to Sir Lancelot 
Graham, whose term of office has expired.

* * *
Mr. Arthur Welti, who has been proprietor of 

F. A. Welti & Son for nearly 50 years, has retired from 
business. He has handed over to his son, Mr. Ferdinand 
Arthur Welti, who has been closely associated with his 
father in the management for the last nine years.

* * *
We record with regret the sudden passing in Barbados 

of Major H. N. Lee, O.B.E., who died in his sleep on 
July 29th. Major Lee was bursar of the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad from 
February, 1948, to the end of 1953, when he retired 
and was made secretary of the Rockley Golf and Countiy 
Club in Barbados. Before joining the staff of the College 
he had been Government Auditor in Tanganyika.

* * *
Communications from Trinidad indicate the interest 

and satisfaction aroused in the colony when news was 
received of the award in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
of the K.C.M.G. to Mr. Robert Heathe Scott son ot 
Mr. T. H. Scott, formerly City Engineer to the Port-oi- 
Spain City Council. Last year, as reported m tne 
June, 1953, Circular, with particulars of the dis 
Anguished career of this former pupil of Queen s Royal 
College, Port-of-Spain, the new knight was appointe 
Minister at the British Embassy in Washington.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Mr. Louis Bus , •
V. A. Cooper, Mr. L. de Cordova Mi. J.
Freitas, Mr André C. du Boulay, Mr. Owen Clark Mr. 
E. L. Duval, Mr. E. T. Gonsales, Mr. • • ’
Mr. W. A. Grinsted, Professor F Hardy, Mr. H H 
Hart, Captain R. Landry, Mr. H. V Lindo, Mr- Joseph 
Marcano, Mr. G. McCaulay, Miss Mary Mo y, 
Mrs. Elma Napier, Mr. E. A. Pampellone Mr Allan 
Parris, Mr. C. Leslie Pitt, Captain C. M. G P . 
Mr. W. C. Rennie, Mr. Joseph H. Saivaton, Mr PrM- 
Sherlock, Mr. R. B. Skeete, Mr. Eric Stoby, 
Wilson, Mr. B. R. Wood.

The friends of British Guiana are never forgotten in 
the colony, and when news of the death of Mr. R. J. 
Francis at Barton-on-Sea, Hampshire, on May 28th 
reached Georgetown it was received with great regret 
by a large circle of friends who travelled in his company 
when he was Chief Wireless Officer on the s.s. Ingoma. 
Mr. Francis, who served as an officer in the Royal 
Naval Reserve in both world wars and retired in 1946 
with the rank of Lieut.-Commander, presented the 
“ Ingoma Cup ” to the Georgetown Golf Club in 1933 
in appreciation of the hospitality extended to himself 
and other officers of the Ingoma who played golf over 
a period of years.

* * *

Mr. Hilary Marquand, M.P., is to lecture in the 
British Caribbean during August and September, under 
arrangements made by the British Council and the 
University College of the West Indies, on economics and 
industrial relations. He left London by air on August 
2nd and will visit Jamaica, British Honduras, British 
Guiana and Barbados. He will lecture at a summer 
school on political science and industrial relations in 
Jamaica and at a short course on industrial relations in 
British Guiana, both organized by the Extra-Mural 
Department of the University College of the West 
Indies. He will also give public lectures and broadcasts. 
His visit ends on September 21st.

* * *
Before entering the House of Commons as member 

for East Cardiff in 1945, Mr. Marquand was Professor 
of Industrial Relations at University College, Cardiff. 
Between 1945 and 1951 he was successively Secretary 
for Overseas Trade, Paymaster-General, Minister of 
Pensions and Minister of Health. He is now M.P. for 
Middlesbrough.

West Indian Cricket

Forthcoming Australian Tour
Tt was recently announced in Port-of-Spain that 
A subject to Australian confirmation, the West Indies 
Cricket Board of Control have made arrangements for 
five Test Matches to be played during the visit to the 
Rritiqh Caribbean of an Australian touring team next 
year Two of these matches, the first and last, wil be 
played in Jamaica, and one each in Barbados, British 

Guiana arid (Trinidad) has been appointed

captain and D. Atkinson (Barbados) vice-captain. 
E Weekes and S. Ramadhin are statedI to ha^been 
invited to play against Australia, and C. L. Walcott, 
F M; Worrell and V. A. Valentine are expected to be 

^Itkmson has been appointed to captain a West 
Indies team to tour New Zealand in 19o5-56, with 
I D Goddard, who captained the victorious team which 
Visited England in 1950, as player-manager. E. Weekes 
Ind S, Ramadhin have also been invited to be members 

of this team.



226 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR August, 1954

Royal Agricultural Show

Jamaica Young Farmer’s Success
'T'he remarkable success of Milton McNichol, an 
r 18 years old Jamaican, in winning the Queen’s Cup 
for the highest individual score in the Young Farmers’ 
Clubs’ dairy-cattle judging at the Royal Agricultural 
Society’s Show was briefly recorded on page 195 of the 
July issue of the Circular.

Particulars of the circumstances in which Mr. McNichol 
achieved this success have now come to hand which 
indicate that his performance in the contest was, if 
possible, even more meritorious than would at first 
sight appear.

Before his arrival in England on June 12th he had 
seen only cows of the Jersey and Jamaica Hope breeds,

Milton McNichol as seen in a Gaumont-British newsreel

on which he had been coached in cattle judging by 
Dr. T. P. Lecky, Senior Livestock Officer in Jamaica.

With Mr. Keith Roache, of Manchester, Jamaica, 
who came fifth in the contest (Mr. McNichol is from the 
parish of St. Mary), he had a week’s further training 
under Mr. A. D. Tweddle, Livestock Officer in Gloucester­
shire, and some idea of the work the two put in may be 
gathered from the fact that it was arranged for them to 
visit 21 herds in the West Country (including the Duke 
of Beaufort’s shorthorns, Mr. Mark Harford’s Ayrshires 
and Mr. H. Coriat’s Guernseys) in five days. They also 
visited the Royal Counties Show at Salisbury. At this 
stage Mr. Austin Jenkins, chief livestock officer for 
Southern England, and Miss B. M. Curtis, secretary of 
the Gloucestershire Federation of Young Farmers’ 
Clubs, both expressed a high opinion of their chances 
at the Royal Show.

In the competition they had to place four cows or 
gofers of each of the four breeds Ayrshire, Friesian, 
Shorthorn and Guernsey in order of merit.

it has further transpired that but for the fact that 
the other two members of the Jamaica team of four 
Young Farmers were over the age of 22, the Jamaicans 
would have taken the Guernsey Young Farmers’ Club 

Cup (the John S. Clark Cup) for judging Guernseys, in 
which both McNichol and Roache won 95 per cent of 
the possible marks.

The good showing of these two Jamaica boys has 
aroused much interest and given great pleasure in agri­
cultural circles on this side, and reflects much credit 
not only on themselves but also on those who trained 
them. The Western Daily Express gave expression to 
this when, at the end of a special article recording the 
achievement, the journal stated: “ Their success is 
indeed a great credit to Gloucestershire as well as to 
Jamaica ! ”

The London Citrus Talks

Reception for Trinidad Delegates
ItjR. H. Wakeford received and presented the guests 

1 at a reception given by Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd., 
at the Piccadilly Hotel, London, on July 20th, to enable 
those interested in the importation and distribution of 
citrus fruit and citrus products in the United Kingdom 
to meet Mr. Donald McBride, president, and Mr. Frank 
W. Allen, director, of the Co-operative Citrus Growers’ 
Association of Trinidad and Tobago, Ltd.

There were no speeches, and proceedings were informal, 
but what proved to be a most successful function was 
attended by a large gathering of Members of Parliament, 
Government officials and others who had been concerned 
with or interested in the citrus talks which had taken 
place in London, and members of the United Kingdom 
fruit trade.

U.K. Banana Imports

A recent Board of Trade Notice to Importers (No. 
664) announced that the existing licensing arrangements 
for the import of bananas into the United Kingdom 
will continue until June 30th, 1955.

Bronze

w* have received a copy of the first issue of a new 
periodical,* with the above title described as a 

magazine with a purpose—to abolish racial prejudice 
by promoting understanding between races.

It is a great purpose, and all right-thinking people 
will wish the editor and his colleagues well in any effort 
to help in this direction.

The magazine is of the handy and popular pocket 
size, well produced and illustrated, and well written. 
The contributions to this first issue give frank expression 
to the difficulties and unpleasantnesses, to which the 
coloured people may be subjected when colour prejudice 
exists, in a balanced and temperate manner which is 
unexceptionable. There are social notes, a beaut) 
column, news of the entertainment world, general news 
items and cheerful anecdotes, and the whole magazine 
is very readable.

* Bronze. No. 1, vol. 1, June, 1954. Edited by A. P. 
Holden and published bi-monthly by Bronze Publications 
Excel House, Whitcomb Street, London, W.C.2. Subscnptwu- 
24 issues 28s., 6 issues 7s.
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The Baron Bliss Trust

The Story of its Foundation
An page 170 of the June issue of the Circular we 

published a photograph of the new Baron Bliss 
Institute in Belize, British Honduras, with a note on 
the amenities provided at the Institute and the record 
of its opening by the Governor.

We have since received from Captain M. S. Metzgen 
the text of the address made by Mr. C. G. X. Henriques, 
one of the trustees, when asking the Governor to accept 
the Institute from the Baron Bliss Trust. The address 
took the form of a full and authoritative account of the 
circumstances leading to the formation of the trust, 
which is of considerable interest, and was as follows :—

It is fitting on this memorable occasion that we should 
recall with grateful affection the memory of the man who 
made it possible. I venture to prophesy that when 
history comes to record the names of the great bene­
factors of this colony, none will stand higher than that 
of Henry Edward Victor Bliss. Henry Bliss was born 
on February 16th, in the year 1869. An Englishman by 
birth and descent, one of his ancestors had seen service 
as a British General in the Peninsular War and had 
received from a thankful Portuguese Government the 
title of Baron. An engineer by profession, he was 
possessed of considerable means and though married 
had no children. He had borne the reputation of a 
great athlete in his youth, but with the passing of the 
years he suffered from an ailment which finally reduced 
him to the state of a cripple.

He had always been a keen fisherman with a great 
love of the sea. This devotion to the sea became 
intensified when he found himself confined to a wheel 
chair and fishing became his only recreation. Despite 
failing health, in 1924 he set sail for the New World 
in his yacht the Sea King accompanied by his wife, 
a nurse and his secretary. His journey first took him 
to the Bahamas where he remained for some time 
indulging in his favourite pastime of fishing. It seems 
that it was at about this time that he began to realise 
that he had not long to live and to give serious thought 
to the question of the disposition of his wealth on his 
death. On account of his connexion with the engineering 
profession he had at one time thought of founding some 
sort of scientific institution in England. Hut the 1 ea 
never fully developed and it was whilst in the Bahamas 
that he thought of leaving his money to trustees for the 
payment of better salaries to officials in that colony 
as well as for other purposes with, however, this 
important stipulation that the money should not De 
under the control of the Legislature, for which he haa 
the greatest contempt. But somehow or other n 
relations with the people of the Bahamas were not oi 
the best and, having quarrelled with a number o > 
he left in disgust for Trinidad.
. We know very little of his activities inTrinidad but 
m January, 1926, Baron Bliss sailed into Belize Harbour 
m his yacht the Sea King. On arrival in our wate 
he was, of course, met by the customs officials of th 
^y who, all honour to them, soon saw to it that 
was introduced first to the Colonial Secretary -te 
to the Governor, at that time Sir John Burdo , P 

his rapidly increasing ill-health, he found that the fishing 
conditions in the harbour suited him and many a day 
he would be seen being lowered in his wheel chair from 
the deck of the Sea King into his motor launch Sea King 
Junior bent on some fishing expedition or other. A few 
hours after he would be seen returning to the yacht.

Notwithstanding many invitations to visit the main­
land, he never at any time set foot on the soil of British 
Honduras, which was to form his final resting place. 
But, fortunately, the friendliness and kindliness of the 
people he had met and the excellent fishing grounds he 
encountered deeply impressed him. He suddenly 
became seriously ill and wrote at once to Sir John 
Burdon asking him to visit him aboard the yacht, on 
what he described as “ a matter of great financial 
benefit to the colony.” He then informed the Governor 
of his decision to leave his residuary estate to the people 
of British Honduras. The Governor gratefully accepted 
this most generous offer on behalf of the colony and 
in no time a will was drawn up in accordance with the 
conditions outlined by the Baron. It was signed on 
February 17th, and under the terms of the will the 
Governor, the Colonial Secretary and the Attorney 
General were made trustees. His conditions rapidly 
worsened and on March 9th, 1926, Baron Bliss died some 
.two months after his arrival in British Honduras. It 
was only then that he made his first and final journey 
to the mainland to his grave on the Fort George. 
There he rests facing the blue Caribbean Sea and the 
harbour he loved so much.

By his will he left all his money subject only to a tew 
small legacies and an annuity of five thousand pounds 
(sterling) a year free of income tax to his widow, in 
trust for the benefit of British Honduras. Thus was 
the Baron Bliss Trust firmly established. Many years 
were to pass, however, before full effect could be given 
to the wishes of our great benefactor. A paramount 
stipulation of the will was that the trustees should use 
their discretion in spending the income of the trust for 
the development of the colony. Some of the matters 
for which there was specific sanction were public 
buildings, roads, piers, promenades, sea walls light­
houses, waterworks, the supply of electric light and 
telephones. But it was clearly laid down that before 
any buildings or works were constructed the trust 
should obtain a pledge from Government to take over 
the responsibilities of their maintenance out of govern­
ment funds. Unfortunately, nothing substantial could 
be undertaken for some considerable time This was 
due first of all to the fact that no less than 26 per cent, 
of his estate had to be paid to the Imperial Treasury 
in the form of death duties, and, although special 
application was made by the Governor to have these 
duties waived, as the matter was governed by statute 
no exception could be made. The position might 
indeed have been more fortunate for the colony had 
the Baron landed and died on shore, for then he might 
possibly have been regarded as having had his domicile 

^Then'agata^here were several annuities payable under 
thJ wil some of which are still outstanding, he mam 
one being that in favour of his widow for five thousand 
pounds a year. As she had other income in the United 
Kngdom, and the rates of income tax soared rapicUy 
during the war years, these taxes eventually reached
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such proportions that the income of the trust was 
insufficient to meet them. This particular problem 
finally solved itself in 1942 by the death of the good 
lady. During all this time, however, the trustees had 
not been completely inactive and several minor projects 
had been successfully undertaken. You will recall that 
following the disastrous hurricane of 1931, the sum of 
$26,000 was granted by the trustees for the building of 
a portion of the old road to Cayo by way of the Boom 
Ferry.

During the last few years the trust has increasingly 
shown its worth and many have been the improvements 
brought about through its instrumentality. Markets 
have been provided for the towns of Punta Gorda and 
Stann Creek and the trust has shared with Government 
the cost of the water supply from the airport to Belize. 
Then, again, the major contribution to the electric light 
system of the Orange Walk Town came from the trust. 
Corozal elected to have a new town hall and the amenities 
of that town have been greatly improved by the fine 
building recently opened. In Belize, there have been 
the improvement of the foreshore by the construction 
of the Bliss Promenade and the navigational lighthouse 
beside the tomb of Baron Bliss.

But far outstripping all these projects in magnitude 
and importance is the one which has culminated in thd 
provision of this magnificent building. When finally 
completed, it will have cost the trust in the neighbour­
hood of two hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds. 
But with it the work of the trust is by no means com­
pleted. In the good measure of time other schemes will 
be fashioned which will redound to the welfare of the 
people of this country. We have every reason, there­
fore, to hold the name of Baron Bliss in our affection 
and to honour his memory for many a day.

Trinidad at the Empire Games

The photograph reproduced below was taken at 
Vancouver on July 31st at the finish of the final of the 
100 yards in the British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games. The winner, seen second from left, was 
M. G. R. Agostini, of Trinidad, who covered the distance 
in 9.6 seconds. This time equalled the Games record 
first set up in 1950 but was disallowed because of a 
following breeze.

Another Trinidad athlete, Rodney Wilkes, won first 
place in the feather-weight section of the weight­
lifting event. His aggregate of 690 lb. (jerk 275 lb., 
press 200 lb. and snatch 215 lb.) established a Games 
record.

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago voted 
$5,500 towards the cost of sending a team to Vancouver.

The team selected was : Weightlifters, Rodney 
Wilkes, Lennox Kilgour and Lionel de Freitas; 
Athletes, Michael Agostini and Fitzroy Bates; 
Boxers, Hollis Wilson; Coaches, Mr. Alexander 
Chapman (Weightlifting) and Mr. George Cumberbatch 
(Boxing). The Hon. L. C. Hannays, Q.C., was 
appointed Manager of the team.

The Games were still in progress at the time of going 
to press.

Ceylon Cocoa

The export duty on cocoa from Ceylon is to be raised 
from 25 to 50 Ceylon cents per lb. This was announced 
by the Finance Minister in his budget on July 8th.
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The Corona Club

Mr. Lyttelton on the Colonial Service
The 44th annual dinner of the Corona Club, held at 
1 the Connaught Rooms on June 17th, was attended by 
about 350 members and guests—a post-war record.

In accordance with custom the only speech of the 
evening was made by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (then Mr. Oliver Lyttelton).

At the outset of his speech Mr. Lyttelton welcomed 
three serving governors who were present—Sir John 
Macpherson, Sir Hugh Foot and Mr. Pike—and two 
former Secretaries of State for the Colonies—Lord 
Harlech and Mr. Creech Jones.

Mr. Lyttelton dealt at length with the constitutional 
changes which had been proceeding in colonial territories 
and with the part which the Colonial Service had played 
and was expected to play in the future. After announ­
cing the publication of the White Paper dealing with 
the reorganization of the Service [see page 183 in last 
issue] and the position of many serving officers, he 
said:—

“We are going to have a new name—Her Majesty’s 
Oversea Civil Service, and this will replace the unified 
branches of the Colonial Civil Service. The new Service 
will include members of those branches and other 
officers who are selected by the Secretary of State.

“ This does not, of course, in any way imply that we 
shall overlook the rights and interests of the many 
pensionable overseas officers who do not fall within this 
definition. The terms and conditions of their employ­
ment vary too much to make it possible to bring them 
all within a single framework.

“ Now is this new name to be more than a name ? 
I assure you that it is. The creation of the new Service 
carries highly important practical implications. The new 
Service is a definable body, differing from the much 
more loosely defined body such as is the Colonial Service 
to-day. It carries on into the new era the status and 
traditions of the Colonial Service as one of the great 
Services of the Crown.

“ Secondly, once an officer has been enrolled as a 
member of Her Majesty’s Oversea Civil Service, he will 
be kept on the books and wherever he may be he can 
be considered for any suitable employment which Her 
Majesty’s Government may be able to offer and Her 
Majesty’s Government will continue to have an interest 

his career and in his welfare.
The main object, then, of this new deal is to ma c 

clear the position of present members of the um ec 
Colonial Service and to create a firm foundation upon 
which they can build their future careers. I hope, too, 
¡hat it will stimulate recruitment, and that it wil g 

finest possible encouragement to young men an 
women to come forward and carry on the great 
which so many of you here have bequeathe 
bequeathing to posterity. ,
“1 might also mention that other

^ionally ask us to lend officers them for par- 
hcular tasks, and, of course, members Majesty

versea Civil Service would be among the 
considered for work like this.

“You will have seen various ideas canvassed in the 
Press and elsewhere about the possibility of starting 
some entirely new Commonwealth or overseas service. 
Our statement shows that we do not rule out such a 
possibility, but there are many constitutional and prac­
tical difficulties about such a proposal, and all I could 
say to-day is that we have not come to a point at which 
we could say for certain that it would be wise to embark 
upon such an adventure to-day. But the new step we 
have taken at least clears up the present position of the 
Colonial Service, and from this vantage point we can 
study the wider implications which the wider proposals 
may open up to us.

“ The new Service has—and I repeat it with a sincerity 
which I claim is founded upon knowledge and experience 
of their work—a glorious tradition which I know that 
it will carry forward and once again'embellish in new 
ways.

“ It is with great hope and faith that at this moment, 
I might, perhaps, even say this historic moment, I ask 
you to couple the traditional toast of The Corona Club 
with the future prosperity of Her Majesty’s Oversea 
Civil Service.”

British Guiana Constitution

T^he annual report of the Anti-Slavery Society for 
A the year ending March 31st, 1954, comments as 

follows on the events which took place in British Guiana 
after the new constitution had come into effect in that 
territory.

The opportunity offered to the people of British Guiana 
by the new constitution was lost by a clash between the 
People’s Progressive Party that won a great majority 
at the first elections (though it polled only just over 
half the total votes cast) and the Governor The 
People’s Progressive Party Ministers were untried and 
unaccustomed to administration. Their time was spent 
in a continuation of their industrial disputes by means 
of legislation. Other business, claimed to be of more 
vital importance to the country, was neglected. Before 
the new Constitution had been m force for more than 
a few months the Secretary of State declared that the 
Ministers were under Communist influence and bent on 
wrecking the economy of the country. The Constitution 
was rescinded and the country s administration was 
taken over by the Governor and a nominated Council. 
Some of the leaders of the People’s Progressive Party 
were interned. Others travelled to Britain and to Asia 
where a certain amount of sympathy was shown them. 
The colony is still in a most unsettled state.

At the time of the suspension of the Constitution in 
British Guiana political leaders from other parts of the 
West Indies wrote to the Secretary to ask him to make 
public their strong di^eement^ 

h^'a'letter'to't/»« Times and showed that West Indian 
sympathy was not wholly behind Dr. Jagan and his 

followers. . ,
Committee felt that the Governor had dealt with 

thJœSS-risis in British Guiana in the only 

way possible.
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A Brave Adventure Caribbean Lodge
Voyage of the Sopranino

“ A boat is a thing for floating on the water in. If 
it ceases to float its occupants will probably 

drown.”
The man who penned those words set sail, with one 

companion, in a little sailing ship just under 20 feet 
long and only 17J feet on the waterline, to cover a 
journey of 10,000 miles which included an Atlantic 
crossing, and the story of which is told in a book entitled 
Sopranino by Patrick Ellam and Colin Mudie.*

It will be gathered from the quotation that the trip 
was not just a mad escapade. It was, in fact, a care­
fully planned and executed expedition by two capable 
yachtsmen in a boat designed after much experiment 
and trial, with the object of proving that really small 
craft, properly designed and constructed, are capable 
of standing up to any weather that they are likely to 
encounter anywhere on the face of the seas.

The course followed was south from Falmouth to 
Las Palmas in the Canary Islands, with calls at Corunna, 
Lisbon and Casablanca on the way ; across the Atlantic 
to Barbados ; thence to Tobago and Trinidad, and via 
the Windward and Leeward Islands, Jamaica and Cuba 
to Miami. From there to New York the route was by 
inland waterways, but for a final bouncing run of forty 
miles up the Jersey coast.

The main value of this book is probably its importance 
as a contribution to the theory and practice of small 
boat sailing. The little ship proved to be thoroughly 
reliable in every way, and shortly before reaching 
Barbados made a day’s run of 134 miles. But the 
story of the trip is charmingly told and the interest 
never flags even when describing the succession of days 
in mid-Atlantic.

It is a pleasure to report that, as every yachtsman 
should, the adventurers put into English Harbour in 
Antigua and took advantage of the facilities there to 
overhaul, clean and paint their little ship. At each 
island at which they touched they went ashore, and 
their comment on what they saw and did is full of 
interest.

The book is well illustrated by good photographs ; 
there are adequate maps of the several sections of the 
route; specifications and plan of the ship; and a 
technical appendix giving particulars of the knowledge 
gamed as a result of the experiences and observations 
of the two authors.

Sir John Worlledge, Director General of Colonial 
Audit, leaves London by air on September 1st for a visit 
of inspection of the Colonial Audit Departments in the 
West Indies. He is due to return to the United Kingdom 
about December 9th.

As we go to press we learn with great regret of the 
death, on August 4th, of Mr. R. O. Williams, of 
McCartney & Williams, Ltd., of St. George’s, Grenada. 
Mr. Williams was a well-known merchant and took an 
active part m the work of the Grenada Chamber of 
Commerce.

* Sopranino Patrick Ellam an A
Rupert Hart-Davis, Soho Square, London, 1954. Price 16s. net’

Installation Meeting
At the 110th regular meeting of the Caribbean Lodge, 

No. 4826 E.C., held at Freemasons’ Hall, Great 
Queen Street, London, on July 6th, Bro. John Wilfred 
Freeman was installed as Master by W. Bro. J. Norman 
Rose. The new Master is a son of the late W. Bro. 
H. J. J. Freeman, P.G. Stwd., a former deputy-chairman 
and treasurer of the West India Committee, who was 
Master of the Caribbean Lodge in 1936-37.

The officers for the year 1954-55 are as follows:—
W. Bro. J. W. Freeman, W.M. ; W. Bro. J. Norman Rose, 

L.R.A.M., I.P.M. ; Bro. R. J. Fell, S.W. ; Bro. C. Burgess, J.W.; 
W. Bro. H. L. Q. Henriques, Chaplain ; W. Bro. A. L. Jupp, 
P.G.D., treasurer ; W. Bro. G. J. Dent, L.G.R., secretary;
W. Bro. E. Palmer, D.C. ; Bro. R. H. Givans, S.D. ; Bro. C. D. 
Lester, J.D. ; W. Bro. H. G. Clarke, assistant D.C. ; W. Bro. V. 
Lee, L.G.R., almoner ; W. Bro. E. A. Andrews, P.D.G.D. 
(Bengal), organist; W. Bro. T. A. Gall, assistant secretary; 
Bro. R. H. Faulkner, I.G. ; Bro. J. E. Pillivant, Bro. J. E. 
Randell, Bro. A. G. Moles, Bro. C. G. Perry, stewards; W. Bro. 
D. E. Carter, P.P.G.St.B. (Surrey), tyler.

Visitors included : W. Bro. F. E. Field, Albion Lodge, No. 196 
and W. Bro. F. W. Holder, Thistle Lodge, No. 1014 S.C. 
(Barbados) ; W. Bro. C. Campbell, Union Lodge, No. 247, 
W. Bro. A. Drayton, W. Bro. C. V. A. Williams, Bro. R. S. 
Miller, and Bro. K. Stuart, Mount Olive Lodge, No. 385 and 
Bro. L. E. Lord, Roraima Lodge, No. 3902 (British Guiana); 
W. Bro. E. Earle Hughes, St. George’s Lodge, No. 3072 (Grenada)', 
Bro. J. D. Eccleston, Royal Lodge, No. 207, W. Bro. R. Turpin 
and Bro. L. D. J. Coore, Phoenix Lodge, No. 914, W. Bro. E. 
Abrahams and Bro. I. O. B. Shirley, Collegium Fabrorum Lodge, 
No. 1836 and Bro. K. S. Abrahams, Arawak Lodge, No. 6902 
(Jamaica) ; Bro. V. S. Gill and Bro. H. T. Roberts, Royal 
Connaught Lodge, No. 3266 (Trinidad) ; W. Bro. S. Bloomberg, 
Mombasa Lodge, No. 3645 (Kenya) ; W. Bro. A. S. Mannadi 
Nayar, P.D.G.D. (Madras), Archibald Campbell Lodge, No. 4998 
(India) ; W. Bro. H. S. Rayment, New Zealand Lodge, No. 5715, 
and W. Bro. E. T. Trundle, L.G.R., Australia Lodge, No. 6505.

The next meeting of the Caribbean Lodge will be 
held at Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London, 
W.C.2, on Tuesday, September 28th. Brethren from 
the Caribbean who would like to attend should com­
municate with the secretary at 28, Meadfoot Road, 
London, S.W. 16.

Tuberculosis

The National Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis will hold its fourth Commonwealth Health 
and Tuberculosis Conference at the Royal Festival Hall, 
London, from June 21st to 25th of 1955. During the 
first three days of the conference there will be lectures 
on all aspects of tuberculosis by authorities from the 
United Kingdom and overseas, discussions and clinical 
meetings. The last two days will be devoted to practical 
demonstrations, and visits to sanatoria, hospitals and 
clinics. A special feature will be an exhibition section 
which, in addition to an important scientific side, will 
include a trade exhibition and displays of art therapy 
and occupational therapy.

Those able to be in London at that time, and who 
wish to participate in the conference, should com­
municate with the secretary-general of the Association, 
Tavistock House North, Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.l.
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The Homeward Mail
-----------♦----------

ANTIGUA

ADMINISTRATOR Arrives. In a cable from
l St. John’s dated July 29th, Miss Helen Goodwin 

states: “ Lieut.-Colonel A. Lovelace, the new 
Administrator, with Mrs. Lovelace and his daughter, 
arrived in the colony early in July. His Honour 
assumed his duties immediately.

Visitors. “ Visiting Antigua this month are the 
Rev. Dr. Donald Soper, ex-president of the Methodist 
Conference, and Mrs. Soper ; Mr. Louis Law, executive 
secretary of the West Indian Tourist Association, and 
Mrs. Law; Mrs. Robert Goodwin and her son, from 
Puerto Rico ; and the Hon. Beryl Cozens-Hardy, Guide 
trainer from the Girl Guide Headquarters in England.

The Weather. “ Fair rains have fallen, and the 
weather generally has been very hot and sultry.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Land Settlement. Writing from Georgetown on 

July 22nd, our correspondent states: “The Government 
has decided to set up a Department of Land Settlement. 
The department will take over the responsibility for all 
land settlement schemes and will carry out a survey 
of the problems of land settlement in British Guiana.

Development Progress. “ A progress report issued 
by the Development Secretary states that 40 of the 
schemes, approved by the Legislative Council under the 
development programme, are already under way. 
Those which have so far been started include agri­
cultural, industrial, drainage and irrigation, and road 
building schemes.

F.O.A. Technical Aid. “Following upon the 
Foreign Operations Administration planning mission’s 
recent visit to British Guiana, two United States civil 
engineers arrived in the colony this month. Under the 
auspices of F.O.A. a series of technicians and specialists 
in the fields of agriculture, public works, housing, 
transport and public health will visit the colony over 
a period of three years. They will be concerned mainly 
with the training of local technicians.

Music Festival. “ British Guiana’s second music 
festival has just ended. The 5,500 competitors included 
instrumental and vocal soloists and ensembles, choirs 
and steel bands. Mr. Gerald Hudson, organist oi 
St. Michael’s Cathedral, Barbados, spent a week here as 
adjudicator at the finals which were held before large 
public audiences.

Political Events. “More People’s Progressive Party 
Baders, including Mr. Fred Bowman, and Mr. Kam- 
Wan, former members of the House of Assembly, 
have been arrested this month on charges of violating 
the orders restricting their movements. Mr.
has been sentenced to four months imprisonment. • 
Jagan has been fined $150 or three months imPnso^: 
®®t for the illegal possession of the Police Manual o 
Riot Drill and has appealed against this 
Mr. Mohamed Khan has been sentenced to three mont 

imprisonment for refusing to sign a bond of good 
behaviour.

“ The members of the P.P.P. in the Georgetown prison 
have been segregated because of attempts by their 
leaders to indoctrinate the other prisoners. Dr. Jagan 
and three other members of the P.P.P. who were serving 
sentences in the Georgetown prison have been removed 
to the Mazaruni Penal Settlement.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
World Bank. In a newsletter from Belize dated 

July 22nd, our correspondent states : " In a radio talk 
Mr. David Gordon, the representative of the Interna­
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development, who 
recently surveyed economic conditions in the colon.’, 
conveyed his impressions to the public. He had been 
privately engaged in discussions with the finance com­
mittee of the Legislative Assembly in connexion with 
the Government’s latest development plan. Mr. Gordon 
stated that the rate of investment in British Honduras 
was relatively higher than in most countries at a similar 
stage and he warned against over-borrowing. He 
mentioned the dearth of technicians not only in the 
primary industries, but also in the common trades. In 
general, however, Mr. Gordon struck a hopeful note 
and approved the lines along which the Government is 
working.

Legislative Assembly. “ The first real meeting of 
the Assembly takes place on July 23rd, when modifica­
tions by the finance committee to the development plan 
will be submitted.

Lotteries. “ Twelve thousand dollars of the rake- 
off obtained by the Government in the last few weeks 
from the legalized Boledo lottery is to be used for 
extending the Belize tuberculosis hospital, which does 
not alter the fact that the lottery is a bad business. 
It was legalized in the hope that it would stamp out 
the illegal Panama lottery which it has failed to do 
and the evil influence of both lotteries on the budget of 
the poorest classes and the commercial morality of all 
remains the same.

Health. “ Those who submit to or welcome the 
periodic D.D.T. spraying of their homes will readily 
endorse its effectiveness while, according to the medical 
department, the incidence of malaria throughout the 
colony has dropped by 80 per cent due to its influence. 
It is surprising, therefore, to learn that the chief opposi­
tion to the spraying comes from the better-class house- 
holders. This may be because of a complacent outlook 
from behind their screening, but such householders are 
the enemies of a notable campaign.

Timber and Agriculture. “ 1954 is proving a bad 
vear Timber operations have been bogged down every­
where and the agricultural season which opened hope­
fully suffered serious losses m red kidney beans through 
recurring showers interfering with harvesting. In the 
last few weeks there have been very high river floods
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in most areas, which have caused extensive damage to 
plantations.

Caribbean Civil Service. “ Delegates to the Sixth 
Biennial West Indian Conference of Civil Servants from 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Antigua and Grenada-St. Lucia are 
at present gathered in Belize.”

JAMAICA
Charge Against Minister. Our correspondent, 

Mr. H. P. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on July 28th, 
states : “ The contempt of court proceedings initiated 
against the Minister of Finance, Mr. Donald Sangster, 
came to an abrupt end on July 28th when the Supreme 
Court judges announced that examination of the papers 
showed that the order to show cause contained an error. 
[See last Circular, page 200.]

Support for Federation. “ A resolution reaffirming 
support of B.W.I. federation and urging that the neces­
sary constitutional instruments be drafted was passed 
on July 22nd by the House of Representatives without 
a division after two days’ debate, in which Mr. K. G. 
Hill, sole National Labour Party member of the House, 
declared that federation without the mainland territories 
was meaningless. The resolution embodies a request 
for an assurance from Her Majesty’s Government that 
neither acceptance of the London Conference proposals 
nor federation itself should delay the progress of any of 
the colonies towards self-government in all internal 
affairs.

Inter-Island Shipping. “The House of Repre­
sentatives has agreed to a contribution of £13,500 
towards the British Caribbean inter-island shipping 
service [see page 211] and is expected to agree to a 
proposal for free reciprocal circulation of B.W.I. dollar 
currency and Jamaica currency. This apparently 
replaces the earlier proposal [see Circular for February, 
page 49] for a Jamaica currency with B.W.I. dollar 
equivalent on one face of each note.

Self-Government. “ There has been new and 
unexpected activity on the part of the Jamaica Labour 
Party to obtain complete internal self-government. 
The Hon. Donald Sangster, as chairman of the Con­
stitution Committee of the House of Representatives 
not only summoned a meeting of that committee after 
a long period without any meeting and any sign that 
anyone wished for a meeting, but requested the acting 
Governor, on July 1st, to use his constitutional powers 
to transfer to elected ministers the departments and 
subjects not under their control, which would include 
the police and the judiciary. The request was based on 
the success so far achieved with the ministerial system.

Ex-Minister Sentenced. “Mr. L. L. Simmonds 
ex-Mmister of Education, and Mr. V. M. Truman’ 
newspaper reporter, were both sentenced, on July 26th’ 
to 15 months hard labour for breaches of the Official 
Secrets Act.

Income Tax. “ A new income tax bill passed by the 
House of Representatives on July 23rd increases allow­
ance for a wife from £80 to £100, and that on a wife’s 
earned income from £120 to £170. A consolidated 
lawTand1 to’efi tOtreplaCe tangle of amending
discussion 1 Vanou® ChangeS’ is at present -def

Loan for Airport Reconstruction. “ The Govern­
ment is to raise a £1,000,000 loan (repayable December 
31st, 1956) from Barclays Bank for reconstruction of the 
Palisadoes airport. Dredging work by the McWilliam 
Dredging Co. has already begun.

Public Service. “ A working party under the chair­
manship of Mr. J. E. Clare McFarlane, former Financial 
Secretary, is at present examining public officers’ 
emoluments and conditions of service.

Sugar Wages. “ Sugar workers are to receive one 
penny in the shilling bonus for the 1954 crop, as the 
result of an agreement reached on July 21st between the 
Sugar Manufacturers’ Association and the three labour 
unions—the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union, the 
National Workers Union, and the Trade Union Council. 
The agreement specifies that discussion will be renewed 
in 1955, independently of any wage negotiations in 
respect of that year, on the possibility of an additional 
bonus on the basis of final 1954 crop figures.

Sugar Factory to Close. “ Green Park sugar fac­
tory in Trelawny will not grind in 1955. The continued 
operation of the factory would require repairs or re­
modelling on a scale which would be uneconomic under 
present conditions. Green Park has been grinding about 
12,000 tons annually.

Bananas. “ Shipments of bananas during the first 
half of 1954, and corresponding 1953 figures, are shown 
below :—

1954 1953
Lacatan ... 3,614,075 stems 2,551,106 stems
Gros Michel................  1,634,428 ,, 1,807,786 „

5,248,503 ,, 4,358,892 „

Pimento. “ As a result of heavy rains early in the 
year the pimento crop is expected to be only about half 
of normal. Rust disease may also be a factor in decline 
of output.

Rum Interests Change Hands. “ The celebrated 
Myers’ Rum interests in Jamaica and the Bahamas 
have been sold to Seagrams, of Canada, at a rumoured 
figure of about £1,000,000. The merchandising, produce 
dealing, and other activities of the Myers companies are 
not affected.

Flour Imports. “ Buying of flour under decontrol 
has for the most part been cautious, as further price­
drops are considered likely. Up to the middle of July, 
most importers had been content to order supplies for 
August.

Gypsum Mining. “ The six-year-old Bellrock Carib­
bean Ltd., which mines gypsum, near Kingston, has 
been bought out by the U.S. Gypsum Co., which will 
operate through a local subsidiary and has agreed to 
pay a compounded royalty of £50,000 in return for an 
undertaking that the Government will not impose a 
royalty or other tax for 50 years, for an option on other 
gypsum lands in the vicinity, and for an assurance that 
ai)y gypsum lands at any time owned by the company 
will remain private property till exhausted and that 
the company shall have exclusive rights to work those 
deposits subject to its mining not less than 1,000,000 
tons in 15 years and 250,000 tons in the last five oi 
those fifteen.

Wharfage Rates. “ Following agreement on the
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principle of increased wharfage rates and a super­
annuation fund for port workers, bills to increase rates 
by 80 per cent and establish the superannuation fund 
were introduced into the House of Representatives.

Air Services. “ An internal airstrip at Boscobel, 
in St. Mary, was opened on July 15th by Mr. Bustamante, 
the Chief Minister, who declared that Boscobel was the 
first in a planned system of airstrips.

Teachers’ Salaries. “The principle of equal pay 
for women for equal work has been accepted in the new 
salary scales for secondary school and teachers’ training 
college staff. The only difference left is that marriage 
allowances are paid only to men.

“ Substantial salary increases are given under the new 
scales : assistant masters with degrees, for example, can 
rise to £1,000 a year instead of £845, while the minimum 
for a secondary school teacher holding a degree will be 
£550 instead of £465 and non-graduates’ minimum will 
be £240 instead of £180.

Scholarship for Sugar Employees. “ The West 
Indies Sugar Co., Ltd., has decided to give a new 
triennial scholarship, value £300 a year, to enable an 
employee to study abroad. The terms will be the same 
as for the existing Lord Lyle Scholarship, but the latter 
will now be reserved for Frome, while the new scholar­
ship (to be called the Vernon Tate) will go to Monymusk. 
The first award was made in July.

School Building. “ Alumina Jamaica, Ltd., which 
has its headquarters in Mandeville and operates chiefly 
in the parish of Manchester, has made an interest-free 
loan of £3,000.to the Manchester Secondary School, 
Mandeville, for erection of a building to house the 
preparatory department.

Athletics Supervisor. “ Mr. Herb McKenley, who 
holds the world’s record for the quarter mile, is to be 
Supervisor of Athletics as from August 1st. A vote 

£1,200 as a subvention to the Jamaica Amateur 
Athletic Association was passed by the House of Repre­
sentatives on July 20th to cover salary and expenses 
of the supervisor.

Credit Union Formed. “ A credit union was 
founded this month at Monymusk with an initial 
membership of 40, after 13 weeks of study club activity.

Survey of Turks and Caicos. “ A six-weeks’ 
botanical survey of the Turks and Caicos islands has 
recently been completed by Mr. Richard Proctor on a 
trip sponsored by the Institute of Jamaica.

Resettlement Scheme. “ Kaiser Bauxite Co., is 
resettling small property owners whom it bought out 
m the Pepper area of St. Elizabeth on a new 46-cottage 
settlement, each cottage having two acres of land at 
least and a water supply from a well sunk by the com­
ply. Construction of another 100 cottages is now 
contemplated.”

ST. LUCIA
Banana Shipments. Our correspondent, the Hon. 

R- E. Belmar, in a letter from Castries dated July n ’ 
states : “ The M.V. Leeward, Islands arrived today to 
>oad 6,500 bunches of bananas. The small quantity .is 
toe to her calling only eight days after the previous 
ship. When shipping arrangements are fully organized 
u « expected that there will be a ship loading every 

10 days. The shipments from this island are gradually 
increasing, the last one, eight days ago, being over 
13,000 bunches.

Elections. “ The electoral campaign is in full swing. 
Every seat in the Legislative Council is being contested. 
In one district there are as many as four candidates.

Cocoa. “ The ‘ small ’ cocoa crop is now completely 
reaped.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Road Safety. Our correspondent, writing from 

Port-of-Spain on July 23rd, states : “ The report of the 
Road Safety Association for 1953, just published, reveals 
that 88 persons were killed in road accidents last year 
and 2,461 were injured. These figures represent an 
increase of 4 per cent in fatality and 38 per cent in 
persons seriously injured compared with 1952. The 
casualty rate of 392 per 100,000 of the population is far 
above that of any other British West Indian territory. 
The only other territory in the area approaching this 
figure is Puerto Rico with 383 casualties per 100,000. 
Reckless, careless and ‘under the influence of drink’ 
driving with excessive speeds continue to be the main 
source of accidents.

“ Meanwhile, the licensing of new drivers continues 
and 4,070 more driving permits were in force in 1953 
than in the previous year. Fifty per cent of the 
applicants for driving permits failed to pass the driving 
test. It may be of interest to note that 43 per cent 
of applicants for driving permits during 1953 in the 
United Kingdom failed their driving test.

Ortoire Bridge. “ Described as ‘ an unlamented 
ancient monument,’ the last of the ferries on the east 
coast of Trinidad was abandoned on July 3rd when 
the acting Governor officially opened the new 180 ft. 
bridge which now spans the Ortoire River. It is now 
hoped that the coast and beach resorts in the vicinity 
can be properly developed.

“ Whilst the ferry was in operation, motorists, on 
busy days, had to wait for hours in queues for their 
turn to cross the river, and during periods of flooding 
the ferry could not be operated at all. Also, the ferries 
have taken the life of more than one person through 
accidents whilst they were being used.

“ The acting Governor concluded his remarks on 
opening the bridge with as I cut this ribbon I cut 
away an unlamented ancient monument, a link with 
the past now gone for good—in both senses.’

Council Five-Year Plan. “ The Port-of-Spain City 
Council recently passed a five-year plan of capital 
expenditure involving practically $20,000,000. This 
five-year plan does not include provision for building 
a new town hall—the old one being destroyed by fire 
in 1948__as the City Council considers that this project 
should be financed from selling the site of the old town 
hall and from profits received from the leasing of lands 
at Mucurapo.

Cattle Disease. “ A serious outbreak of paralytic 
rabies among cattle caused by bites from the deadly 
Vampire bat has recently occurred. Although the 
department of agriculture is all of the time carrying out 
a vigorous campaign for the inoculation of cattle at 
Government expense, they experience considerable 
difficulty in persuading the peasant farmers to produce
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their cattle for inoculation, which is the only safeguard 
against the disease. The peasants, true to type, seem 
to be afraid of the inoculation, which, of course, is 
harmless although without it they run a great risk of 
losing their principal means of livelihood. The depart­
ment is now actively engaged in trying to stamp out 
the disease whilst the hunters are making determined 
efforts to catch the bats.

Cement. “ The kiln at the recently erected cement 
factory has been fired and the plant is now in the first 
stage of production. The cement company hopes to 
reach full operation by August of this year and the 
output of the factory is expected to reach 100,000 tons 
of first class Portland cement a year at a price less than 
the present cost of the imported material.

“ All the capital for this newly formed company came 
from the United Kingdom and it has the distinction of 
being the first company to be registered under the Aid 
to Pioneer Industries Ordinance.

Shipping. “ The importance of Trinidad as a West 
Indian shipping centre continues to increase and during 
the last six months over 2,600 ships of many different 
nations called at Port-of-Spain. On several occasions 
there were as many as seven ships tied up alongside the 
wharf either discharging or taking on cargo, and this 
represents 100 ships every week using Port-of-Spain.

Tourist Trade. “ The Government has decided to 
take a bigger hand in the control of tourism by taking 
over the Tourist Board which was inaugurated in 1932. 
The board now becomes an advisory body and comes 
under the wing of the Minister of Labour, Industry and 
Commerce. The Government hopes that by this change 
the Minister will be brought more closely into touch 
with tourist affairs and that the good relations which 
have always existed between his Ministry and the Tourist 
Board will be reinforced, although the public does not 
believe that tourism will benefit from the transfer. A 
sequel to the transfer was the resignation of the chairman 
and at least one member of the Tourist Board. It is 
understood that one of the first steps that the Govern­
ment will take is to arrange for bath houses to be built 
at Maracas Bay.

Navigation Lights. “The Government has 
announced its intention of improving the navigation 
lights at the Bocas and Point Galera. Installation of the 
new lights is to commence very shortly and they will 
each be increased to approximately 1,000,000 candle 
power, becoming the most powerful lights in the 
Caribbean region.

Red Cross Society. “ A feature of the month has 
been a fashion show and ball in aid of the Red Cross 
Society which was held at the ‘ Club 400,’ formerly 
known as the Perseverance Club, and over 3,000 persons 
attended. Twelve beautiful models paraded in the 
latest dress designs. The total amount raised for the 
Red Cross has not yet been announced, but it will 
surely be a considerable sum.

Community Centre Concert Hall. “ A flag day in 
So ^nthe C0Plmunity centre concert hall realized nearly 
$2,600. It is hoped that a start will be made shortly 
with the erection of the concert hall, which has been 
planned m such a way that it could be used for many 
indoor sports such as boxing, netball, table tennis and 

gymnastic displays as well as the presentation of 
dramatic and operative performances.

Trinidad Steel Band. “ After much negotiation, 
arrangements have been made by the Trade Com­
missioner for a steel band to perform at the Canadian 
National Exhibition in Toronto, which is being held 
this year from August 27th to September 11th. The 
Canadian National is the largest annual exhibition of 
its kind in the world and has an attendance of from 
2,500,000-3,000,000 persons.

“ This venture has been made possible through the 
enterprise and support of Saguenay Terminals, Ltd., 
shipping subsidiary of the Aluminium Co. of Canada, 
in Montreal, and Imperial Oil Ltd., Toronto.

“ The troupe will consist of eight players, a girl 
dancer and a manager. The band will be the star 
attraction at the Imperial Oil Co.’s exhibit at the 
exhibition, which exhibit attracts annually from 250,000- 
300,000 persons. The band will also be performing 
each night at the exhibition’s grand stand show which 
during the two weeks draws an attendance of over 
1,000,000 people. The steel band will be widely 
publicized across Canada through the medium of the 
Press, radio and television.

“The consensus of opinion in Montreal is that the 
performance of this band is going to provide the British 
West Indies with the greatest amount of publicity which 
they have ever received in Canada.

Bathing Beaches. “ The Government has recently 
acquired a number of bathing beaches on the north-west 
peninsula, between Point Cumana and Carenage, with 
the intention of providing amenities for sea bathing. 
Now that this land has become Crown property the 
public will be able to enter free of cost whereas formerly 
an entrance fee had been charged for bathing from these 
beaches although no amenities whatever had been 
provided.

Inter-Collegiate Sports. “ The St. Mary’s College 
emerged champions for 1954 at the annual inter­
collegiate and high schools athletic meeting earlier this 
month. St. Mary’s completely overwhelmed the other 
entrants and obtained 69 points out of a total of 139. 
The remaining points were shared by eight other colleges 
and high schools. St. Mary’s obtained first place in every 
one of the championship events.

Davis Cup Tennis. “ The United States Davis Cup 
team secured a five-nil victory over the British Caribbean 
in the North American Zone Davis Cup-tie, which was 
played at the Tranquility Club, Port-of-Spain. The 
British West Indies were represented by G. InglefieM, 
R. Legall and H. Nothnagel, of Trinidad, and D. Phang, 
of British Guiana.

“ The West Indies players, with their extremely 
limited opportunities of playing match tennis, prove 
to be no match for their opponents.

Rugby Football. "The Trinidad Rugby Football 
Union sent a team of Rugby players to British Guiana 
to defend the MacGregor Cup, which they have he 
since the British Guiana players visited Trinidad u1 
1950. Two colony matches have so far been pKve ’ 
each resulting in a draw, and the final match, upo 
which the destiny of the cup depends, is due to be plaJe 
on July 24th.”
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West Indies at Westminster

THE House of Commons adjourned for the summer 
recess on July 30th and will reassemble on October 
19th.

British Honduras and Guatemala. In reply to a question 
by Sir H. Williams, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, stated in a written answer of July 12th, that no 
communications had been received from the new Government 
of Guatemala in respect of British Honduras.

U.K. Sugar Beet Factory. Mr. J. Johnson asked the 
Minister of Agriculture if he would make a statement upon the 
findings of the inter-departmental committee set up to consider 
the building of a sugar-beet factory in the south of England.

In a written answer of July 8th, Sir T. Dugdale stated that he 
regretted that he was not yet in a position to make a statement.

Antigua Legislative Council. Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies how far consideration had 
been given to the representations made to him for an extension 
from three to five years in the life of the Legislative Council of 
Antigua; and what reply had been given to the parties making 
the representations.

Mr. Lyttelton, in a written answer of June 30th, stated that 
he had already informed the Governor of the Leeward Islands 
that he had no objection to that extension.

Rain Making. Mr. Janner asked the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies in view of the importance of rain making to certain 
colonial territories, what steps he proposed to co-operate with 
and accelerate the research to be carried out into that matter.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written reply of June 30th that he 
was kept informed of the results of research carried out in the 
United Kingdom and in other countries ; and a close liaison 
was maintained between the Meteorological Office in London 
and colonial meteorological departments on that and other 
meteorological matters. Rain-making experiments were carried 
out in East Africa in 1951 and 1952. The results were incon­
clusive and further trials were being considered.

Drainage and Irrigation. Miss Lee asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what progress had been made towards 
carrying out the recommendations in the Report on the Drainage 
and Irrigation Problems of British Guiana, by Gerald Lacey.

In a written answer of July 14th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
the separate Drainage and Irrigation Department recommended 
by Mr. Lacey had been established and would soon take over 
responsibility for legislation on water control and for drainage 
and irrigation rates. . ,

Modifications recommended to the Boerasirie Project had 
been accepted, and funds had been provided for preliminary 
works and surveys in connexion with other schemes.

Land Settlement Schemes. Miss Lee asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what progress had been made towards 
carrying out the recommendations of Frank A. Brown s Report 
on Land Settlement Problems, and the Economic Production 
of Sugar Cane by Individual Fanners in British Guiana.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of July 14th, tnat 
a new department had been set up to take charge of existing 
land settlement schemes and to plan new ones in accordance 
with Mr. Brown’s recommendations. His Report on 
Economic Production of Sugar Cane by Individual farmers 
bad been discussed locally with the sugar producers who were 
in the best position to take action on it, and Bookers $,
Estates, Ltd., were launching a pilot scheme under the direction 
°f an agriculturist from the Sudan Gezira Scheme.

Jamaica Fodder Production. Mr. D. Jones asked e 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware-of 
need to increase the production of food in Jamaica , a _ . ' 
to encourage the production of cattle and pigs on the ^land,* 
"^uld direct the Department of Agriculture there P P 
Plans for the increase of fodder production °r that

In a written answer of July 20th, Mr. Lyttelto that,
both the Jamaica Government and he were well a rtment 
In order to increase fodder production the Jamaican Departmen^

Agriculture had been engaged for several ye nro^ress • 
^Provement work and had lately made by
£ advice was also being sought and followedjn^easing y ,y 
local farmers. Plans for the next development p

Jamaica included substantial further provision for pasture 
improvement.

Research into animal nutrition was going ahead. Increased 
supplies of improved animal feedingstuffs, prepared locally, 
were available and licences for importing feedingstuffs were 
readily granted.

Colonial Persons in Liverpool. Mrs. Braddock asked the 
Minister of Labour (1) how many unemployed colonials in 
Liverpool had been referred to the Liverpool transport depart­
ment for employment since January 1st, 1954 ; and how many 
had been accepted for employment, and (2) how many un­
employed colonials had been referred by his department for 
employment in Liverpool since January 1st, 1954 ; and how 
many had been successful in obtaining employment as a result.

Mr. Watkinson, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Labour and National Service, who replied, stated in a written 
answer of July 1st that the records of the employment exchanges 
in matters of that sort did not distinguish the racial or geo­
graphical origin of the persons concerned, and he was, therefore, 
unable to give Mrs. Braddock the information she desired.

British Guiana Electricity Supply. Mr. D. Jones asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware 
of the dissatisfaction in British Guiana at the failure of the 
Demerara Electric Company to make available to the inhabitants 
of the colony a plentiful supply of electrical power ; and whether 
he would take advantage of the review which was due in August, 
1954, to terminate the contract, and set up instead a publicly- 
owned corporation to run the undertaking on a non-profit- 
making basis.

In a written reply of June 30th Mr. Lyttelton said he under­
stood that the company would have ample power to meet the 
demand in the area which it served, that was to say, Georgetown 
and its suburbs, when additional plant was installed in October. 
In addition, the company had been required to undertake certain 
improvements within the next three years and, provided it did so, 
there was no power to terminate its franchise until 1977. In 
those circumstances, he did not think that further action was 
necessary.

Decontrol of Jute. Mr. Nabarro asked the Minister of 
State, Board of Trade, as representing the Minister of Materials, 
what progress he had made with his discussions and negotiations 
for ending jute control, and restoring to private traders full 
facilities for importing, on their own respective accounts, manu­
factured jute goods ; and whether he would make a statement.

Mr. Amory, in a written answer of July 22nd, stated that the 
discussions with the industry to which he referred in his reply of 
February 16th [see Circular for March, page 81] related only 
to raw jute. Those discussions had been completed and private 
trading in raw jute had been allowed since July 15th. The 
problem of safeguarding the United Kingdom jute manu­
facturing industry was being examined by the Government, 
but that examination had not at that time been completed.

Land Use Bill, Jamaica. Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretarv of State for the Colonies when he estimated that the 
Government of Jamaica would pass the Land Use Bill; what 
it was intended should be the constitution of the tribunals to 
be set up under the Act ; and what steps he proposed to take 
to ensure that the members were completely impartial

Mr D Tones also asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what plans were under consideration to ensure that the best use 
Zatmade of the land in Jamaica available to the tenants under 
the Land Use Bill, and to prevent over-production of any 

P^hii^ritten answer ol July 14th, Mr Lyttelton stated that 
the Jamaica Government had not yet decided the form m which 
» T and Use Bill should be submitted to the Legislature He 
was “re that they would have very much in mind the importance 
of impartiality in the members of any tribunals which might 

be set up.
West African Cocoa. Mr. Russell asked the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies what steps were being taken to increase 
cocot production in West Africa ; and how the campaign against 

July^X Mr. Lyttelton stated that
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steps taken by the Gold Coast and Nigerian authorities included 
disease control measures ; cash grants for replanting to farmers 
whose cocoa had been cut out; the free issue of improved 
planting material; advisory work on better cultivation ; and 
the survey of land suitable for fresh plantings. The work was 
backed by a comprehensive research programme. Those efforts 
had so far not succeeded in doing more than counter-balance 
the effects on production of the depredations of swollen shoot 
and other diseases.

The cutting-out campaign against swollen shoot in the Gold 
Coast continued to be successful in checking the spread of the 
disease to new areas. No more effective way of controlling the 
disease has been found, though research into other methods 
continued. Nigeria’s policy of cutting out diseased trees to 
isolate areas of mass infection by a cordon sanitaire had not 
proved entirely successful, and the Western Regional Govern­
ment had asked for help in obtaining further expert advice 
from the United Kingdom.

Queen’s Park, Barbados. Miss Lee asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies why, as Queen’s Park, near Bridgetown, 
Barbados, was usually available for public meetings, the Carib­
bean Christian Socialist Party was not given the same rights in 
that respect as other political parties.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in his written answer of July 14th, that 
the use of the park was a matter for the local authorities of the 
parish of St. Michael, Barbados.

Fruit Cannery in Dominica. Mr. Marquand asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was able to make 
a statement about the rebuilding of the fruit cannery in 
Dominica which was burnt down.

In a written answer of July 21st, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
he was afraid he could not add to the answer he gave the right 
hon. Member on June 23rd. He would write to him when the 
owners’ decision was known.

Workers’ Union Complaint. Mr. J. Hynd asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what representations he had 
received from the Federated Industrial and Agricultural Workers’ 
Union of St. Vincent, concerning alleged victimization of their 
members by police and other officials ; and what replies he had 
given to those representations.

Mr. Lyttelton stated in a written answer of July 21st, that 
he had received a letter from the president of the union urging 
an inquiry into the conduct of the police and other officials. 
It had been acknowledged. He had earlier said, in answer to 
a. motion on the same subject by the same person in the St. 
v incent Legislative Council, that he saw no grounds for instituting 
an inquiry. °

U.K. Lemon Imports. Mr. Hector Hughes asked the 
Minister of Food if he was aware that lemons were scarce in 
Britain, and were likely to become more so, and thereby more 
expensive until the new crop was available in the late autumn ■ 
and whether he would take steps to facilitate the importation of 
lemons from the United States of America to cover that period 
by permitting that fruit to share with oranges and grapefruit 
in the allocation of the funds earmarked for that trade

Ina written answer of July 13th, Major Lloyd George stated :
I am aware that supplies of lemons are less than usual this 

summer. Arrangements have now been made for the importa­
tion from the United States of America of some fresh lemons 
under the Mutual Security Aid Programme "

1U’?LC^ned Fruit Consumption. Mr. Dudley Williams 
asked the Minister of Food on July 12th, what was his estimate 
°f Ju consumption of canned fruits in the United Kingdom 
TT-n Parkamentary Secretary to the Minister of Food Dr'

rePhed» said : “ In 1951, 1952 and 1953 about 194 OOo' 
137,000 and 195,000 tons, respectively.”

Questioning further, Mr. Williams said : ” While thanking 
?riend ior,that may I ask him to bear in mind 

that all these supplies can be produced within the Common­
wealth or the United Kingdom ? Therefore, would he be careful

Slits from the United States of America under 
the Mutual Security Act, otherwise there may be unemplov- 

in the canning industry in this country and Common­
wealth relations may be strained ? ”

Hil1 rePlied = “ I remind my hon. Friend that if the total 
programme supplies of canned fruit under the Mutual Security 
Act are received, they will amount to 3.9 per cent of the toti 
consumption of this country.” P al

Surplus Foreign Food. Mr. N. Macpherson asked the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer on July 13th if he would make a 
statement on the consultation he had had with Commonwealth 
Governments regarding the future extent and effects on Common­
wealth trade of the policy of accepting United States defence aid 
in the form of surplus United States food products.

In reply, Mr. Butler said that the action to be taken about 
future Mutual Security Act purchases could best be considered 
in relation to specific offers. The interests of Commonwealth 
and colonial producers had been and would be the subject of 
constant attention by Her Majesty’s Government.

Mr. Macpherson asked the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he would ensure that surplus foreign food products 
would not be off-loaded on to the home market at the expense 
of producers in the Commonwealth ; and what steps he would 
take to that end.

Mr. Amory, Minister of State, Board of Trade, who replied, 
stated in a written answer of July 13th that import arrangements 
had been made where necessary to ensure that foodstuffs pur­
chased with funds made available under Section 550 of the 
Mutual Security Act would not displace normal trade.

Mutual Security Aid. Mr. Beswick asked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to what extent the decision to purchase 
§72,000,000 worth of surplus United States commodities such 
as prunes, tobacco, lard, cottonseed oil, beef and canned fruit 
with sterling made available under the Mutual Security Act, 
commits Her Majesty’s Government to spend a similar amount 
on military armaments ; and whether such military expenditure 
was required to be in addition to United Kingdom defence 
expenditure which would otherwise be incurred.

Mr. Maudling, Economic Secretary to the Treasury, who 
replied, stated in a written answer of July 22nd that the sterling 
proceeds of the sale of those commodities would be appropriated 
in aid of defence votes to the extent of the sterling equivalent 
of §60,000,000 : that use of the sterling proceeds would not 
involve defence expenditure additional to that which would 
otherwise have been incurred.

Grenada Medical and Educational Estimates. Mr. D. 
Jones asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he 
was aware of the dissatisfaction of the people of Grenada at 
his decision further to reduce the 1954 estimates for the medical 
department and education by §10,000 and §5,000 respectively; 
and that the estimates had previously been pruned by the local 
finance committee, which was comprised of local experts with 
a knowledge of all the facts ; and if he would, therefore, review 
his decision on those matters.

In a written answer of July 14th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
in consultation with the Governor he had temporarily reserved 
the sums of §15,000 and §10,000 on the medical and education 
heads in view of Grenada’s difficult financial position. He saw 
no reason to revise that decision.

Grenada Hospital Services. Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he was aware that 80,000 
people living on the island of Grenada had an inadequate hospital 
service, including an out-of-date X-ray unit; whether he was 

tliat tlie 0,000, which he was withholding from the 
1954 estimate of expenditure, would enable an up-to-date X-ray 
unit to be secured ; and whether he would take such steps as 
were open to him to secure that end.

In his written answer of July 21st, Mr. Lyttelton stated that, 
at endeavoured to explain in the answers he gave the hon. 
Mmnber the previous week, there was an X-ray unit in operation, 
out the Grenada Government planned to get a new X-ray when 
iunds were available. The colony’s financial position was, 
however, at the time difficult.

of Grenada- Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary
or state for the Colonies what steps he was taking to make 
available on the island of Grenada an X-ray unit to make 
diagnosis m suspicious cases ; and whether he was aware that 
tne nearest ones available were at Barbados and Trinidad, and 
oeyond the financial resources of the greater part of the Grenada 
population. & 1

Lyttelton stated in a written answer of July 14th that 
tne Grenada Government intended to replace the present X-ray 
• „„^nTUnds wer® available with a more powerful modern unit, 

u ing a special attachment for miniature chest films. The 
present machine was suitable for normal work and any need 

transfer patients to Barbados or Trinidad was quite excep­
tional.

Trade Liberalization. Mr. Holt asked the President of the
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Board of Trade the percentage of liberalization of our trade with 
the United States of America and Canada; and what further 
licensing restrictions on imports from Canada had been lifted 
since his visit to that country.

In a written answer of July 15th, Mr. Amory, Minister of 
State, Board of Trade, stated : “ About half our imports from 
Canada and the United States are free from import restrictions. 
No restrictions on imports of which Canada is an important 
supplier have been removed since the President of the Board of 
Trade returned from Canada. It is our intention to relax 
existing restrictions as and when our balance of payments 
situation allows. Among other measures, arrangements have 
been made for imports by private traders of North American 
cheese and canned salmon which benefit Canadian suppliers.”

Bulk Purchase of Coffee. Mr. G. Jeger asked the Minister 
of Food on July 19th when he expected to have disposed of all his 
stocks of coffee ; and what action he proposed to take to prevent 
the price of coffee rising again when it was completely restored 
to the free market.

Dr. Hill, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Food, 
who replied, said that by next October the Minister of Food 
would have no power to control the price of coffee.

Mr. Jeger then asked Dr. Hill if he was aware that the Coffee 
Buyers’ Association had recently issued a circular entitled, 
" What’s happening to coffee? ” in which they stated that 
contracts made by the Government as bulk purchase long-term 
contracts had helped to keep down the price of coffee in this 
country. Was it not deplorable that the Government should 
have given up bulk purchase long-term contracts, which would 
have been helpful so far as coffee was concerned.

In reply Dr. Hill said : “ The hon. Gentleman should realize 
that had it been intended to continue or to renew these bulk 
purchase contracts it would have been at a price in the region of 
the present world price, and we hope that the world price will 
fall.”

Captain Duncan asked Dr. Hill if he was aware that in the 
same leaflet it stated that had there not been a severe frost in 
Brazil last season there would have been much more coffee 
available at a lower world price.

Mr. Warbey asked Dr. Hill if he could say why the Govern­
ment were quite incapable of doing what he constantly blamed 
the Labour Government for not doing.

Replying, Dr. Hill said : ‘‘In this case, the contracts have 
come to an end. To renew them would mean to continue the 
contracts at a high world price, and we hope that the world 
price will fall.”

Colonial Appointments
Pecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
1 in the colonial service include the following : 
Evelyn, C. D. (Supervisor of Customs, Barbados), Comptroller 

of Customs, Barbados. ___ ,,, ,. . rr„jP
Gentle, G. H. K., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Medical -

B, Trinidad), Medical Officer, Grade A, Caribbean Medical Centre. 
Kelsick, C. A. (Crown Attorney, Antigua, Leeward Islands), 

and Magistrate, Mont-

British Guiana), Anaesthetist, Medical Department, British 

Mackenzie, A. F. (Deputy Director of Agriculture, Sierra 
Leone), Director of Agriculture, Kr^sLL’Uiana , B
„ Robertson, E. L. S , M.B., F.R.C.S., Medical Officer Grade B 
Trinidad), Medical Officer, Grade A, Colonial Hospital, ban 
^^Sey^iour, A. J. (Assistant Public Information Officer, British 

Guiana), Public Information Officer, British Guiana.
Bbrnbz, E. G. A^M.^^Sdent Medical Officer, 

Briggs, D. W., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.O.G., Medical 

Manager, Credit Corporation, 

British Guiana.
(Continued at foot of next column)

Company Reports and Meetings
Premier Consolidated Oilfields Ltd.

In their report for the year ended March 31st, the directors 
state that the profit for the year amounted to ¿64,666, to which 
is added the balance brought forward from last year of ¿50,853, 
making a total of ¿115,519. From this is deducted ¿30,000 for 
taxation, ¿27,985 for a proposed dividend of 15 per cent, less 
income tax, and ¿9,328 for a proposed bonus of 5 per cent, less 
income tax, leaving ¿48,206 to be carried forward.

Production of crude oil during the year under review amounted 
to 362,833 barrels, compared with 370,283 barrels during the 
previous twelve months.

Properties in Trinidad

Following negotiations with the National Mining Corporation 
Ltd., the option agreement entered into in 1950, whereby the 
company had the right to purchase the corporation’s leasehold 
properties in Trinidad, ha^been cancelled and a new agreement 
has been concluded between the two companies.

In the terms of this new agreement the corporation’s leasehold 
and freehold properties in Trinidad have been transferred’ to the 
company and the company has given an undertaking to pay the 
corporation 2| per cent, of the gross proceeds of any oil that 
may be won from these particular areas. In addition the 
company has purchased the corporation’s other assets in Trinidad 
for ¿15,000. The company has also undertaken to commence 
the drilling of a well on one of these properties before December 
31st, 1955, and if the well is successful to further develop the 
area. If that well is not successful the company will, within 
two years of its completion, commence the drilling of a second 
well.

When the transfer of the leases and freeholds has been cpm- 
pleted, the company’s holdings in Trinidad will comprise 19,610 
acres in the oil districts of Barrackpore, Mayaro, Moruga, 
Fyzabad, Tableland, Palo Seco and Siparia.

After referring to the award of the C.M.G. in the Birthday 
Honours to Mr. Ruthven Murray (see Circular for July, page 
187) Mr. P. A. Ashmead-Bartlett, the chairman, in the course of 
his annual review which accompanies the report, states : During 
the year one further infilling well was completed on the Fyzabad 
field with moderate success. In addition the blanked off. sands 
in eight more of the old wells were gun perforated with very 
good results. .

“ You may remember that I mentioned in my review last year 
that in consequence of the discovery' of oil on a neighbouring 
lease in the Mayaro district we were planning to drill a well on 
our adjacent property.

“The building of a road and preparation of the site were 
considerably delayed on account of the abnormal extension of 
the rainy season, and the well was not finally completed at a 
depth of 3,600 feet until mid-May, and has since been brought 

in as a producer.
“ It is too early to assess the potential production of the well 

or of this field, but it is certainly an encouraging result and 
plans wiff be made for drilling further wells on this area.

Canada
“ Conditions during the past year have not been particularly 

favourable to Canadian oil operators owing to the severe Proration 
of production to conform with market requirements One 
of the results of this restriction has been to slow down the tempo 
of contract drilling and servicing.

■' In spite of these handicaps the two companies m which we 
are interested have made satisfactory progress and at this stage 
their profits are being devoted to the expansion of the business

" A number of other oil propositions have been investigated 
but noie “ them proved suitable for our requirements. We are 

continuing the search. •’. ■ , : - 

(Continued from preceding column)
-Hawkins P. R., Education Officer, Grade I A, Trinidad.
Ft t is E ’ W Warden of Prisons, Bermuda.
Henry, j. J. R-, M.B., B.S., District Medical Officer, Leeward 

IS1Scallan, B. F., M.B., B.Ch., D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health, 

J^Swales, K. A., M.B., Ch.B., District Medical Officer, St. Lucia.
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West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line
Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. 

Carter), Liverpool, July 15th :—
Arakaka (Captain J. A.

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain Robert 
Miault), Southampton, July 12th :—

Mr. H. A. Baron 
Mr. W. A. Burgan 
Mr. J. Dodds 
Mr. D. E. Dowling

Mrs. Hallam 
Mrs. A. Houston 
Mr. A. H. Newman

Mr. I. K. Persaud 
Mrs. L. Skey 
Dr. C. R. Subryan

Royal Mail Lines, Ltd.
Sailings to Bermuda, Bahamas and Jamaica, in R.M.S. 

Essequibo (Captain T. W. F. Bolland), London, July 9th :—

Mi. S. Allsharan
Mr. & Mrs. J. Balfour
Dr. J. Bharath
Mr. J. D’Abadie
Mr. & Mrs. G. Davis
Miss S. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. L. De Gannes 
Mr. & Mrs. H. De Verteuil 
Mr. & Mrs. M. De Verteuil 
Miss L. De Verteuil
Miss M. De Verteuil

Mr. R. Dial
Mr. E. Eversley
Mr. & Mrs. J. Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Goude 
Mrs. W. Johnson 
Mr. A. La Grenade 
Miss J. Livesey 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mitchell 
Mrs. B. Moo too 
Mrs. J. Nandlal 
Miss T. Nandlal

Mr. & Mrs. F. Pogson 
Mr. V. Ralph 
Rev. I. Sam 
Miss R. Samlalsingh 
Mr. H. Sharma 
Mr. M. Simpson 
Mr. P. Sundareswaran 
Miss N. Syne 
Mr. A. Tountas 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Yufe

Mrs. J. Baldwin 
Mr. W. S. Crabbe 
Mr. W. D. Danby 
Miss A. Furrer

Mrs. D. Johnson
Mr. A. Lankester 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Martin 
Mrs. H. Morris

Capt. & Mrs. P. Pattisson 
Mrs. P. Riddick
Mr. & Mrs. L. Truscott
Mr. W. J. Webb

Booth Line
Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad 

(Captain J. Whayman), Liverpool, July

Saguenay Terminals Ltd.
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Skaubo, London, June 

30th
Miss G. B. Penco
Dr. & Mrs. R. H. Perks

Dr. Soni Mr. L. C. Ten Pow

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Sunrose (Captain P. Neil­
son), London, July 22nd :—

Mrs. S. Acton
Mr. W. A. Barron
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Bristol
Miss G. R. de Gale
Mr. & Mrs. P. Dominique 
Misses J. & P. Dominique 
Miss L. E. Douglas
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Duckett
Miss D. M. Elliott
Mr. A. L. Floissac

Mr. & Mrs. D. W. Ford 
Mr W. N. Hogg 
Miss M. Hombersley 
Rev. C. J. Huggins 
Mr. F. Jones 
Mr. A. Macrae 
Mrs. M. M. Makoul 
Miss E. A. Muddiman 
Mr. & Mrs. T. G. Peake 
Mrs. E. M. Richards

in R.M.S. Hildebrand 
16th :—

Miss J. E. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. L. Robinson 
Mr. H. B. St. John 
Mr. S. N. Selman 
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Sinanan 
Mr. P. C. Sloane-Seale 
Mrs. J. Stevenson 
Misses Stevenson (3) 
Mr. J. I. Young

Mr. F. S. Gomes 
Mr. V. J. Lee

Mr. S. Maharaj
Mr. & Mrs. A. Overman

Mr. H. Pooran
Mr. & Mrs. P. Reynolds

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. 
Arnesen), Liverpool, July 26th :—

Bencomo (Captain S.

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, 

Plymouth, June 28th :—
in m.v. Willemstad,

Mrs. S. A. Bennett
Mr. A. Emlyn
Mr. H. N. Fahey

Mr. P. H. Fahey
Mrs. N. A. Hayward
Mr. & Mrs. A. Kirkland

Mr. R. Roach 
Mr. E. C. Sirjoo

French Line
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain 

R. Lombard), Southampton, July 25th :—

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Ashton 
Mrs. M. M. Elgee
Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Gibson
Mr. L. C. Hubbard
Capt. & Mrs. E. Earle 

Hughes
Mrs. A. G. Izzard
Miss J. A. Izzard

Mrs. M. M. J. Jarvis
Miss B. Kerr
Mr. & Mrs. L. S. Lambert
Mr. & Mrs. P. C. Macintyre
Miss M. A. Macintyre
Mr. & Mrs. A. Mackenzie 
Miss K. A. Mackenzie 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Magin

Miss A. W. Magin 
Lady Malone 
Miss B. Nicholls 
Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Sainsbury 
Mr. A. W. Scott 
Miss A. W. Scott 
Mr. & Mrs. N. E. Walter 
Miss A. C. Walter

Mr. A. Adolphus 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Agostini 
Miss L. Aird 
Mr. M. Akintomide 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Anderson

Beck
Miss J. B. Anderson 
Miss B. Archer 
Miss R. Ashby 
Mr. R. Atkinson 
Mr. P. Aylward 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Badcock 
Miss D. Bailey 
Mr. C. Barrett 
Miss I. Biggs 
Mr. K. Boiselle
Mr. & Mrs. S. Boodoosingh 
Mrs. M. Bottomley 
Mrs. S. Brittain 
Miss F. Brown 
Mr. M. Brown 
Miss G. Buchanan 
Mr. C. Burke 
Mr. A. Cabral 
Miss S. Campbell 
Mr. S. Cann 
Mr. G. Carr 
Mrs. S. Carr 
Mr. C. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. R. Challis 
Miss W. Chandler 
Mrs. P. Chase 
Miss M. Choy 
Mr. J. Clarence 
Mr. H. Clark 
Mrs. G. Clark 
Mr. L. Clarke 
Mr. P. Cumming 
Mr. F. Cumming 
Miss I. Currie 
Mr. G. Cushnie 
Miss M. Cyrus 
Mrs. E. David 
Miss J. de Marcillac 
Mr. E. Denny 
Mr. R. Dewar 
Miss S. dos Santos 
Mr. A. Dualeh 
Mrs. M. Eastman 
Miss H. Emile 
Mr. W. Fincham 
Mr. W. Forde 
Mr. V. Forrest

Miss A. Forrester 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Fowles 
Mr. M. Gajraj 
Mrs. M. Gilkes 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Gomes 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Gonzalez 
Miss S. Gray 
Miss C. Guest 
Miss A. Harris 
Mr. E. Hatt 
Mr. J. Haynes 
Mrs. C. Hernans 
Miss E. Henry 
Mrs. O. Hill 
Mrs. H. Hosein 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Hunte 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Hutchison 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Inniss 
Mrs. E. Ivey 
Mr. M. Jackson 
Mrs. B. James 
Mr. L. Jansen 
Mr. P. Kerr 
Miss G. King 
Mrs. G. Lalljee 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Lange 
Misses D. & W. Leung 
Miss J. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lyder 
Miss V. Lynch 
Mr. C. McCoy 
Mrs. K. McEnnis 
Mr. R. McIntosh 
Miss C. Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Massiah 
Mr. G. Matthews 
Mr. O. Menakaya 
Miss M. Miggins 
Miss L. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. M.

Mittelholzer 
Mr. S. Moore 
Mr. B. Mortimer 
Mr. K. Mowatt 
Miss G. Newman 
Miss S. Nicia 
Mr. N. Nwosu 
Mr. L. Ogle 
Mr. E. Ojurongbe 
Mr. G. Palmer 
Mr. E. Pampellonne 
Miss V. Parker 
Mr. C. Parton

Miss J. Patterson 
Miss E. Peters 
Mr. W. Phang 
Mr. R. Philcox 
Mr. D. Pickering 
Mr. H. Pickett 
Miss T. Pilgrim 
Mr. P. Pollack 
Mr. L. Powell 
Mr. M. Rahman 
Miss O. Rampersaud 
Mrs. E. Ratz 
Mr. H. Rawlins 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Redhead 
Mrs. O. Richards 
Mrs. N. Riley
Mr. & Mrs. R. Rostant 
Mrs. E. Russell
Miss I. Salmalan 
Mrs. C. Salvatori 
Mrs. D. Shaw 
Mr. E. Shephard 
Miss R. Skeete 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith 
Miss L. Somai 
Mr. D. Somers 
Mr. G. Stevenson 
Mr. A. Strang 
Mr. Sukhnandan 
Miss A. Tatem 
Mr. C. Teesdale 
Mrs. V. Thomas 
Miss M. Thomas 
Mr. W. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Tucker 
Miss E. Tuckey 
Mr. P. Tuley 
Mr. B. Venus 
Miss D. Vermont 
Mr. M. Vickers 
Miss M. Viera 
Mr. R. Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. J. Waddell 
Miss M. Welch 
Mr. W. Wellington 
Mr. S. Wentworth 
Mr. G. Williams 
Miss A. Williamson 
Miss Z. Wilson 
Mrs. P. Wong 
Mrs. A. Woo Sam 
Misses Woo Sam (4) 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Zanela

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Bonaire (Captain
L. Stobbe), Plymouth, July 20th :—
Mrs. M. B. Bamberry Mr. & Mrs. G. Bunbury
Miss J. Bamberry Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Day
Mr. & Mrs. G. Buchanan Miss V. E. Day

Miss Y. M. Ferreira 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Green

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Oranjestad
(Captain C. Ewouds), Plymouth, July 27th:—
Mr. J. Aliotis 
Miss B. Bain
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

& Mrs. R. W. Boon
& Mrs. G. H. Brunst
& Mrs. L. A. Bushe
& Mrs. J. Chandler 
L. Forde

Mrs. M. Hanschell
Mr. & Mrs. S. Hobson
Mrs. R. Lennox 
Mr. C. F. Lewin
Mr.
Mr.

& Mrs. C. Manning
& Mrs. A. Moseley

Mrs. A. R. Sibbald 
Misses E. & R- Sibbald 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Siegert. 
Miss C. S. Siegert 
Mr. I. H. Steels 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Thompson

Fyffes Line
Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 

(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, June 8th:—

Mrs. J. Ellam 
Mr. A. A. Garton

Barbados 
Mr. R. K. Hardwick 
Miss J. Hardwick

Mr. D. C. Long 
Miss M. D. Weston

Mr. W. L. Andrews 
Mrs G. M. Bracebridge 
Mrs. A. E. Ducat 
Dr. & Mrs. G. H. Gentle 
Mrs. G. E. Greenland 
Rev. V. E. Hayward 
Mr. G. W. Hepper 
Mr. J. A. King

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. G. P. Laird
Mr. N. W. Lomas
Mr. Longcroft
Mr. & Mrs. W. Macak
Mr. R. F. Macdonald
Mr. & Mrs. D. McCafferty
Mrs. M. H. Medcalf
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Messer

Mr. T. N. Rawlins 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Sisley
Mrs. M. Skinner , 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Stafford 
Dr. & Mrs. R.
Mr. & Mrs. W. J- SymCS
Mrs. E. M. Yates

Mrs. K. F. Adames 
Mr. E. C. Ashenheim 
Mrs. N. M. Brown

Jamaica 
Mr. D. C. Bunny 
Mrs. L. E. James 
Mrs. W. J. Marshall

Mrs. S. A. Miller 
Mr. J. G. Philo

F T. from Jamaica, in s.s. Corrales (Captain
Barber), Liverpool, June 21st :—

Home arrivals

Miss C. M. Snaith 
Miss L. I. Thomson

Mr. K. F. Gilbert Mr. & Mrs. R. Mullings
Mr. G. A. Jones Misses D. & M. Mullings
Mrs. D. M. Lazarus Mrs. J. Oerton

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tetela (Captain R- 
Philpott), Liverpool, June 29th :—
Miss C. E. Asprey Miss E. B. Heron
Major & Mrs. W. M. Mr. O. C. James 

_ Beresford Mrs. E. C. Lumsden
Miss P. A. K. Hart

Miss V. A. Maloney 
Dr. V. V. Moody
Mr. C. G. Peter
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Fyffes Line—continued Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica in s.s. Golfito 
(Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, July 13th :■—Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain J. Kinsley), 

Avonmouth, July 9th :—
Mrs. W. H. Allan 
Mrs. E. Bartlett 
Mrs. A. M. Bengry 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Blackman 
Mrs. R. C. Bo wen-Jones 
Mr. E. G. Bradbury 
Mrs. 0. A. Brinn 
Dr. H. L. Burns 
Miss N. P. Carey 
Mr. D. G. Chalmers 
Mr. S. C.

Crossette-Thambiah 
Mrs. P. J. Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Dowsett

Home arrivals from Jamaica, 
Kinsley), Avonmouth,
Mr. & Mrs. W. Acheson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barbour 
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Bird 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Bird 
Mrs. L. Boothe 
Miss E. Brandon 
Mrs. I. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. T. W. Drew 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Gijlstra 
Miss B. L. Greem 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Hastings 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hogarth

Home arrivals from Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados in s.s» 
Golfito (Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, July 4th :—

Mr. & Mrs. R. K. Bennett 
Miss K. B. Burke 
Dr. & Mrs. R. A. Cory 
Mr. L. DeCordova 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Ellis 
Mr. H. A. Evelyn 
Mr. J. P. Gaston 
Mrs. H. Gist
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Haldane

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Brittain 
Miss J. Brittain
Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Evelyn 
Mr. W. A. Fell-Smith 
Mr. J. V. Gatchfield 
Miss A. Gordon 
Mrs. D. M. Gutch 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Knox

Mrs. K. F. Adames 
Mr. 0. J. Alleyne 
Miss E. M. Arrindell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Atkinson

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 
s.s. Ariguani (Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, July 13th

Miss R. Ais
Mrs. H. Asheshov
Mrs. D. Beasley
Mr. R. Gittens

Mr. & Mrs. R. Ayliffe 
Mrs. H. Benson 
Mr. J. S. Graham
Mr. E. Hughes-Davies
Mrs. M. Lloyd

Mr. E. C. Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Dorey
Mr. & Mrs. P. C. Gunter
Miss E. M. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kjonnerod 
Miss J. McClymont
Mrs. M. J. McFarlane

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, July 20th :—

Miss B. E. Box
Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Grogan

Mr. & Mrs. H. Alleyne 
Mrs- D. T. Alleyne 
Mr.&Mrs. J. Brackenreed 
Mr. C. F. Chang
Mr. & Mrs. P. R. Dawkins 
Mr- C. De Nobriga

Miss A. J. Billingslea
Jrss J. C. Billingslea 
«r. & Mrs. A. E. Bolton 
Jr. E. G. Bradbury 
Mr- & Mrs. G. O. Dusaire 

Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Duffus 
Miss M. D. Duffus 
Mrs. H. Galan 
Mrs. B. M. Glasgow 
Mr. C. M. Graham 
Miss H. A. Hamilton 
Mr. H. Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. H. K. Lawson
Mr. E. G. Levy
Mr. D. Lipp
Dr. F. G. Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Mais 
Miss N. A. Miller

in S.S.
June 29th :—

Mr. & Mrs. H. D. Huggins 
Miss W. Huggins
Miss J. Kirsopp
Mr. & Mrs. J. Locke
Mrs. G. Long
Mr. & Mrs. W. Martindale 
Major & Mrs. H. Massey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Maylard 
Mrs. N. Meikle
Miss B. Neilmeyer
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ordonez
Mr. & Mrs. A. Paull

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. B. A. Hay 
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Heaton 
Mr. W. A. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. K. F. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. G. L. Kamicka 
Mrs. E. R. Killoh 
Mr. & Mrs. G. McCaulay 
Mrs. M. C. Mortlock

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Laver 
Mrs. T. E. Laughlin 
Mrs. P. E. Lawrence 
Mr. & Mrs. D. McBride 
Mr. & Mrs. T. McCartney 
Mr. & Mrs. E. E.

Maclachlan

Barbados 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Belt 
Captain H. G. Briggs 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Catchpole 
Mr. C. Jemmott

Barbados

Miss I. Hadley
Mrs. E. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. H. Lippmann 
Mr. S. Mackey

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. D. McLeod
Mr. & Mrs. C. Newbold
Mr. & Mrs. E. Parrish 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Sandiford

Jamaica
Rev. Fr. & Mrs. J. L.

Macpherson
Miss E. E. Maynard
Miss N. Norman
Mrs. D. B. O’Hara
Mrs. G. J. Pawsey

Barbados 
Mr. C. A. Jacobs 
Miss D. M. Jules

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. H.

Greenland
Mr. J. S. Groves
Mrs. F. Holland
Mr. F. Jost
Dr. & Mrs. C. R. Lee

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. P. D. Hand
Miss N. Karam
Mr. D. B. Kilgour 
Miss M. MacDonald
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Miall

Mrs. K. F. Milliner 
Miss E. Moody-Stuart 
Miss M. E. Morrison 
Mrs. S. Murray 
Miss V. Pimm
Mr. & Mrs. R. Robinson 
Mrs. M. V. Stewart 
Mr. A. D. Stewart 
Major N. Wainwright 
Mrs. I. Walker 
Miss J. Walker 
Mr. J. A. Warren 
Mr. J. C. Wray

Bayano (Captain J.

Miss G. Powell
Mr. & Mrs. W. Sanginnett 
Miss P. Sanginnetti 
Miss E. Stockhausen
Mr. S. Taylor
Mrs. M. Thom
Mr. & Mrs. J. Turner
Mrs. M. Turtill
Mrs. M. Valentine
Mr. & Mrs. E. Waller
Mr. & Mrs. H. Wilson 
Miss E. Wright

Miss D. Mortlock 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S.

Moss-Solomon
Mrs. Y. N. Skudder
Mr. & Mrs. S. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. N. Turner 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Turpin 
Mr. E. W. Youngman

Mrs. P. G. Murray
Mr. & Mrs. D. Paterson 
Mr. A. R. Roberts 
Miss S. Scipio-Pollard 
Mrs. M. J. Stanley 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wilson

Mr. A. C. Margetts
Miss E. P. McFarlane 
Mr. & Mrs. R. McKenzie 
Mrs. K. E. Mumford

Mr. J. Payne
Mr. A. F. Prescod
Mrs. B. Strong
Mr. & Mrs. R. Talon

Miss L. Seymour 
Mr. A. V. Stollmeyer 
Miss J. Trestrail 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Trestrail

Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Sharp 
Mrs. E. C. Skempton 
Mr. G. E. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Tait 
Rev. A. E. Vince . 
Mr. & Mrs. S. E. Wilkins

Mr. R. P. Thomas 
Rev. G. K. Wrigley

Mr. Lee
Miss Lee
Mrs. M. McGregor
Mr. R. D. Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. E. Siung 
Mr. M. H. Siung

Mr & Mrs. A. Robertson 
Dr. B. F. Scallan 
Dr B. Y. Stockhausen

Mr. R. E. Bond
Mr. & Mrs. H. J. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Cresswell 
Miss A. L. Lashley

Mrs. M. R. Andiews
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Bennett 
Mr. A. E. Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. P. D. Brewer 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Broughton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Callander 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Cox 
Dr. & Mrs. A. B. Da Costa

Mr. H. J. Ashwell
Mr. & Mrs. D. K. Beale 
Sir Robert & Lady

Furness
Mr. & Mrs. N. Hassan 
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Kohring

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Laycock), Liverpool, July 18th :— 
Miss I. Daley Mrs. E. M. Nation
Mrs. G. Hart Mr. H. A. Plant
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Mitchell Miss M. F. Plant

Matina (Captain R. A.

Miss N. K. Stubington 
Mrs. D. J. Ward

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Barber), Liverpool, July 27th :—
Mrs. M. E. Belson 
Mr. C. H. Buchanan 
Prof. & Mrs. T. Flynn

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in 
s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H. Bull), Avonmouth, July 27th

Mrs. P. L. Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Howell

Mr. & Mrs. A. Barron 
Miss M. Baty
Mrs. M. Dickie
Mr. & Mrs. H. Hayden 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. G. T. Callow 
Mrs. M. Clayton-Greene 
Mr. L. A. Cross 
Mrs. D. I. Cuffe 
Mrs. H. L. Evans 
Miss B. N. Evans

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
T. C. Crane), Southampton, July 28th :—

Home arrivals

Miss M. Bryan 
Mrs. M. Carrington 
Mrs. J. Macdonald

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
(Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, August 3rd :

Mr. & Mrs. De Verteville 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hanschell 
Mr. O. H. Johnson

Miss E. G. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. K. L. Bhatia
Mrs. P. K. Bhatia
Mr. A. T. Cooke
Mr. & Mrs. F. T. Eldon
Mr. & Mrs. R. Herbertson

Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Burch 
Mr. R. G. Cbin Shue 
Miss N. C. Edlin

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
Tune production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
^^^sTXXof Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­

tion for four weeks ended June 28th was 452,543 barrels.
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 

crude oil output for June was 276,549 barrels.
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of June 

crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 

to 533,261 barrels.

Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. R. N. O’Neale
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. R de la C.

Ozanne

Trinidad

Mr. B. G. Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. A. Forsyth
Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Fraser
Dr. R. J. Henry
Mr. G. E. Holder
Mr. & Mrs. G. Huggins 
Miss T. P. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Hutton 

Jamaica

Mr. & Mrs. O. Lindo 
Mr. G. A. Newton 
Mrs. O. C. O’Flanagan 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Sado 
Mrs. R. Tawil

Mr. & Mrs. S. Jackson 
Mr. J. K. Jackson 
Mrs. A. Jones

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. W. Lashley
Mr. E. R. McArtney 

Trinidad
Mr. T. H. McCartney
Mr. & Mrs. G. McMillan
Mrs. C. Merry
Mrs. K. A. Ogier

Jamaica

Miss J. Fisher
Mr. H. D. Frazer
Mr. & Mrs. A. Loveless
Mrs. H. McDonald
Miss S. R. McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. R. McDougall

Miss J. Powell
Mi. & Mrs. G. Phillips
Miss C. Phillips

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. L. Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. G. C. Self

Trinidad
Mr. C. E. Hubbard
Mr. M. MacGregor
Mr. & Mrs. A. Marshall
Mr. A. T. MacLachlan
Mr. R. W. Milne
Mr. E. P. Minett

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. G. Garnham 
Miss D. M. Gamham 
Mr. J. R- Hunt

Mrs. J. J. Orton
Mr. D. B. Rice
Mr. & Mrs. A. Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. S. B. Jardine 
Dr. R. Kachan
Mr. & Mrs. M. Ormrod 
Mrs. E. M. Rosenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Stafford 
Dr. & Mrs. R. W. Temple 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Wolfe

Misses J. & S. Tawil
Mr. & Mrs. A. Thomson
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wärters
Mr. R. F. Wilce
Mrs. P. Woods

Manistee (Captain F.

Mr. I. H. Robertson 
Mr. M. E. Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. D. Simpson 
Mrs. M. Spence

Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Rennie 
Mr. C. Mc. Sutherland 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Widdup 
Mrs. G. Wilson

Mr. & Mrs. J. McGillivray 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mailer 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Muschett 
Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Peacock 
Mrs. V. E. Sharp

Tortuguero (Captain

Mrs. M. Sturdy
Miss C. Sturdy

Mr. S. R. Taylor 
Mrs. H. Turner-Smith

Mrs. P. O’Brien
Mrs. K. Rafeeq
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Stone
Dr. J. A. Waterman
Mr. C. U. Williams

Mr. & Mrs. C. D. Marcus 
Mr. & Mrs. C. F. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. D. I. Wharrie
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The Markets
------ i— August Sth, 1954

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price August 6th, 
1953

2|
31

Consols 
War Loan ... ...................................

681
911

701
921

60
81

62
82

10 Angostura Bitters 37/6 45/-. 41/3 46/3

10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/— 34/- 32/- 34/-
*7A Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 15/6 14/6 15/—

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 51/101 54/41 38/11 40/71
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “ A ” ... 44/- 47/- 34/6 37/6

*15 Brooker Bros. McConnell 10/- ... 32/- 32/6 29/6 29/101
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/- 23/6 22/6 23/-
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/6 2/- 1/- 1/6

lOfs Caroni Ltd. 2/— 4/3 5/3 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. ................... 20/3 21/3 19/41 20/71

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/— ... 8/- 9/- 4/9 5/6
22J Kern Oil Co. 4/- ................................... 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- ... 38/- 39/- 30/6 31/9

*20 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 2/6 1/6 2/-
14 Royal Bank of Canada §10... 315/- 335/-xd 245/- 265/-xd
15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/- 54/- 58/9 61/3
*6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 23/6 25/- 17/9 18/9
371 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 33/6 35/6 22/6 25/-

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— 23/— 24/- 27/6 28/6
*181 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- ... 21/3 23/9 22/6 24/6

bl Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5|% Pref.... 21/-. 22/- 20/- 21/-
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 5/- 6/- 4/- 4/6

*121 United British Oilfields 6/8................... 19/41 21/101 22/6 23/9
*6$ West Indies Sugar ... 26/- 27/- 22/6 24/6

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6xd
* Free of Income Tax.

Cocoa. Buyers in the United Kingdom and on the Continent 
have shown practically no interest in the small quantities that 
remain of the present crop. Plantation Trinidad is offered at 
520/- f.o.b.,. while the first marks are valued nominally at 535/-. 
The first marks of new crop plantation Trinidad are quoted at 
495/- f.o.b. for January-March shipment. The nominal value 
of fine.estates Grenada for July-August shipment is 525/- per 
50 kilos f.o.b.

Honey. The market has again continued quiet. Jamaica 
f.a.q. with no guarantee of colour is nominally unchanged at 
97/6 per cwt. f.o.b. while spot prices range from 120/- to 130/- 
per cwt. according to colour.

Pimento. Markets are awaiting news regarding the fixed 
prices of the new crop. It is reported that a certain amount 
of speculative selling has been done at around 360/- per cwt. 
for shipment during September-October. Spot supplies in the 
United Kingdom are becoming difficult to locate.

Ginger. There are sellers of Jamaica No. 3 on the spot at 
245/- per cwt. The quotation for shipment is 240/-c.i.f. African 
spot is quoted at 242/6 per cwt. and for shipment at 232/6 c.i.f.

Nutmegs have shown practically no activity during the 
month. Spot quotations are as follows : sound 80’s 2/9 per lb 
sound unassorted 2/- and defectives 1/6. The c.i.f. prices are" 
sound 80’s 2/7f, unassorted 1/11|, and defectives 1/4|.

Mace. Whole pale is quoted at 8/4£ per lb. c.i.f. for 
September-October shipment and No. 1 broken at 7/4. On the 
spot supplies of both whole pale and No. 1 broken are scarce 
at present with the former quoted nominally at 9./- ex store

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter. The Board of Trade Returns 
for June, 1954, are as follows :—
Imports cwts.
Sierra Leone ..................................
Gold Coast
Nigeria ... ...................
Western Samoa and Ross Depen­

dency ...
Jamaica ... ...
Windward Islands
Trinidad ... ... ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Netherlands 
Brazil ... ...................
Other Foreign Countries

Year 
1952

21,704 
1,038,354

942,712

14,724 
39,032
25,557
31,194

5,101
51,714 
15,141
67,112

Year 
1953

14,340 
1,294,242

992,268

27,299 
28,532
35,163
39,721

8,717 
34,818

104,901 
46,996

Jan 
1953 

14,294 
1,078,378 

699,176

11,593 
22,022 
30,102 
30,630

1,959 
13,839 
6,320 

29,935

uary-June 
1954
7,603 

954,567 
833,271

25,128
9,189 

34,453 
23,158 
21,857 
86,084 
11,773 
33,715

Less powder and butter..................
2,252,345

182,754
2,626,997

139,679
1,938,248

72,216
2,040,798 

124,291
Total, Cocoa, Raw 2,069,591 2,487,318 1,866,032 1,916,507

Exports ... 225,365 165,095 59,577 72,816 
iuary-May 

1954 
1,244,484

Consumption of raw ...
Stocks (end of May) .................

Month of May
1953 1954

222,148 205,459
705,000 768,000

Jai 
1953 

1,197,816
—

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for June, 1954, are as 
follows :—

Year Year January-June
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius... 250,651 250,494 58,759 173,826
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 259,275 289,174
Fiji 9,220 51,813 17,383 53,199
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 91,541 179,441
Leeward Islands... 69,052 68,481 46,057 25,573
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 7,816 7,045
Barbados ... 82,147 126,916 54,425 83,875
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 77,346 119,750
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 55,824 99,889
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 300 81,584
Puerto Rico 80,006 — — ——
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 350,548 222,865
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 170,632 194,925
Peru 3,831 — — 2,003
Other Foreign Countries 27,430 172,312 138,177 18,151

Total .................... 1,975,291 2,982,749 1,328,083 1,551,300

Month of May January-May
Consumption 1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined ... - ■— 575 6,843 546
Unrefined... 239,353 261,532 936,468 969,733

Total ... 239,353 262,107 943,311 970,279

Stocks (end of May) 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 165,800 218,150
Imported Refined 500
Imported Unrefined 655,350 1,564,500

Total .................... 821,650 1,782,650

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for 
follows :—

Year Year
Imports proof gallons 1952 1953
In steel drums*.................................... 1 /2,686,216
In casks and bottles* ....................J 7,Z4»,bl4^ 1444 307

Total..................................  7,248,614 4,131,023

Exports................

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of May)

612,427 786,666
Month of May 

1953 1954
72,941 58,914

... 11,531,000 10,195,000

June, 1954, are as

January-June
1953 1954

1,836,492 21,527
997,820 1,218,182

2,834,312 1,239,709

351,845 439,618
Tanuary-May

1953 1954
454,344 374,204

Not separately distinguished in 1952.

Visitors from Overseas
Jt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 

members of the West India Committee visiting this country 
would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence dispatched.
Mr. F. W. Allen
Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. C. R. Armstrong 
Mrs. Arthur
Mr. L. E. Ashenheim
His Honour Chief Justice Sir 

Peter Bell
Captain Peter Blagrove, M.C.
Captain H. G. Briggs, R.N. (Rtd.) 
Mr. L. A, Bushe 
Mr. H. C. Cahusac
Mr. E. B. Chapman
Lieut.-Colonel J. Connell, 

O.B.E., E.D.
Mr. V. A. Cooper
Hon. J. Leslie Cundall, Q.C., M.A. 
Mr. W. I. G. Davies, B.Sc.
Lieut.-Colonel M. R. de Cordova, 

M.B.E., E.D., J.P.
Mr. St. Yves de Verteuil, M.B.E. 
Lady Dorothy de Verteuil 
Mr. Andre C. du Boulay 
Mr. T. F. A. Duncan 
Hon. E. L. Duval 
Mr. B. W. Fisher 
Mr. W. N. Foster, M.A.
Mr. R. O. Girling
Mr. F. O. Gonzalez, B.Sc., 

M.R.C.V.S.

Mr. L. A. Henriques 
Mr. William S. Hindle 
Captain the Hon. E. Earle

Hughes
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson 
Mr. J. M. Knox 
Captain R. Landry 
Mr. D. McBride, O.B.E. 
Mr. R. G. F. Mandeville 
Dr. Alfred McDonald 
Mr. R. Sydney Miller 
Mr. George B. Morrin 
Mr. A. E. Muschett 
Major. A. C. Paton 
Mr. K. J. Pearson 
Hon. H. E. Pengelley 
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, O.B-L 
Mr. C. L. Pitt 
Mr. J. A. D. Rapsey 
Mr. A. Moir Reid 
Mr. W. C. Rennie 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Mr. J. Slater
Mr. R. J. W. Struthers
Mr. L. Taurel
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mr. P. E. Turner, O.B.E., 

M.Sc., F.R.I.C.
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Mr. Roy Wilson
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Cat i’ the Adage

ON April 22nd of this year the United States 
Treasury announced that it was “ in receipt of 
official information that the present rates of 

bounties or grants paid or bestowed by the British 
Government ” on certain commodities described in a 
“Treasury decision ” were as set out in the notice of 
that decision, a copy of which appeared in the Board of 
Trade Journal on the 22nd May, 1954. The Notice 
went on to state “ Collectors of customs shall assess and 
collect additional duties equal to the nett amount of 
bounty set forth opposite the respective articles. 
That is the American way. Direct and to the point. 
No doubt it will be claimed that this action has the 
authority of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. The United Kingdom also has the authority 
of the Agreement, and there is nothing to prevent Her 
Majesty’s Government from taking similar action in 
protection of producers in Britain’s dependent territories. 
But nothing happens—nothing, that is to say, but 
interminable explorations, designed apparently to see 
if the wicked will forsake their ways and also, no doubt, 
to discover who will be offended if Britain gets busy 
in the American way and does that which is right and 
necessary on behalf of her protégés in the British West 
Indies, who need her help so badly—who, in the past, 
have not infrequently accepted heavy burdens and 
made great sacrifices in the interests of their Motherland. 
Their claim on Britain is not, as is too often and too 
easily assumed, merely a claim based on compassionate 
grounds. The preferences that they have a.ccorded to 
British goods have long been a heavy weight for them to 
carry. The sugar they sent to keep Britain going when 
Britain could not look elsewhere they supplied at pnces 
yielding a modest profit, at a time when many British 
manufacturers were amassing fortunes. They were a 
patient if somewhat rueful party to the measures w ic 
excluded from the British West Indies the cheap textiles 
which would have been a godsend to them, that Lanca­
shire might not suffer. . , .

It is small wonder that Trinidad citrus pr 
should be exasperated at the continued and unnecessary 
failure of Her Majesty’s Government to enact 
which would enable Britain to impose cou^I7^f 
duties as a first step towards the protection of the trade 
of her dependent territories ; protection to w ions 
territories are unquestionably entitled. listing 
and explorations proceed, but action to reme y 
conditions, so long as they continue, woul f
38 far off as ever. Meanwhile, the citrus industry o 

Israel calls on its Government for help with ever increas­
ing success. There the producers have received 
subsidies through the medium of exchange manipulations 
at progressively increased rates year by year. There, 
today, the exchange operating for citrus is 5.04 Israelian 
pounds to the pound sterling, as against an “ official ” 
rate of 2.80. It is not unreasonable to assume that 
when the coming Israelian citrus crop is ready for 
shipping to this country the exchange advantage will 
be even higher than at present. Yet the matter does 
not stop even there, for the exchange is also manipulated 
so as to give to citrus producers the easiest of all exchange 
rates in order to enable them to buy fertilizers cheaply. 
Accordingly, when the 1954/55 Trinidad crop com­
mences shortly to arrive and has to be sold in Britain in 
competition with this subsidized Israelian fruit, Trinidad 
producers will have to prepare themselves for yet 
another lean season.

Now, if the prospect were merely the continuance ot 
inaction it would be bleak enough; while there is 
life there is hope, and citrus producers will doubtless 
keep on hoping that there will be action some day. 
Quite recently, indeed, when Mr. Albert Gomes returned 
to Trinidad after the summer talks with Her Majesty’s 
Ministers, he felt justified in saying that he did not 
believe that Her Majesty’s Government would let the 
citrus industry down. Assuredly there is much goodwill 
towards West Indian producers, but there are also 
indications that the “ dare nots ” among Her Majesty s 
Ministers are likely to outweigh the woulds. And 
now a new fear is filling not only citrus but also certain 
other colonial producers with dark forebodings—fear 
that the British Government are obsessed with the idea, 
to the exclusion of all other considerations, even the 
most humanitarian, that it is their bounden duty to 
remove restrictions on imported goods in cases where 
the only reason for imposing those restrictions m the 
first instance was the balance of payments position and 
where that position can no longer be held to be a valid 
reason for their maintenance. This, no doubt, is 
considered a noble attitude ; the fulfilling of a solemn 
obligation. Other obligations seem to be of no account 
Britain’s Ministers seem to forget for example, that 
there is not one of the United Nations which does not 
nav at least lip service to the paramount duty of assist- 
Fng the under-developed territories and particularly 
those which do not possess full self-government, irre­
spective of the claims which any such territories may 
have established by their own past actions. Surely 
the time has come for Her Majesty’s Government to 
cafi a halt to present madness, and make some move, 

(Continued on page 244)
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rom ondoner’s
Q^oteLooic

CLIMATE has a powerful influence on the moulding 
of national character and no doubt the British 
people have acquired much of their traditional 

toughness from their weather. As a foreigner remarked, 
surveying the drizzle of an English June : “ Only the 
tough ones could have survived centuries of this. All 
the rest must have died off ages ago.” Even in a 
November fog Londoners will joke about the vagaries 
of their climate. Summer is expected, however, to 
bring a little sunshine and, as July cold and damp 
gave way to pelting rain in August, even English 
people grew despondent. In parts of Devonshire rain 
fell on 76 successive days and other areas of the country 
fared as badly. The efforts of the weather forecasters, 
which now include nightly appearances on television, 
were castigated and little consolation for dampened 
spirits came from the official assurance that there 
have been wetter summers in this country. Many 
people implicitly believe that “ the H-bombs have got 
something to do with it.” Weather experts, however, 
dismiss this theory and point out that in the 1920’s 
broadcasting was popularly blamed for bad weather, 
and in the previous century it was the railways which 
were accused of making rain by blowing steam into the 
air.

* * *

Whatever the causes of the worst summer for a 
generation, the effects on this country are serious 
and no amount of sunshine in Autumn (September 
has started well with the best holiday weather this year) 
could repair the damage done. Sun starvation is being 
talked of as a likely cause of widespread epidemics this 
winter, and one commercial firm has decided to issue 
halibut oil capsules to its employees to ward off colds. 
The harvest has been ruined in many districts and the 
cornfields of East Anglia, with the wheat beaten down 
and sprouting from the unripened ears, a happening 
many farmers have never witnessed before, present a 
pathetic spectacle. Farther north, where there were 
prospects of record pea crops, the pods have rotted and 
the plants are now being ploughed in. Some of the 
oats have been saved and the barley harvest has not yet 
been lost. But for many farmers—and for the nation’s 
larder—-this seems bound to be the worst year since the 
war.

* * *

Worst hit of all by the weather are bee-keepers. Of 
late years the ancient craft of bee-keeping has been 
declining in this country. The wartime sugar shortage 
encouraged a revival, but now the decline is more rapid 
than ever. The total of 120,000 registered owners of 
hives in England in 1947 has now been reduced to about 
60,000. This year will put many more bee-keepers out 
of business. As a result of cold, rain and wind restricting 
the activity of the bees (cold makes them sluggish 
and they can make no headway against winds exceeding 
lo m.p.h.), honey yields are down by half compared with 
last year. Thousands of colonies of bees have died and, 

in cases where they have survived, owners of hives 
have had to continue winter sugar rations for the bees 
at heavy cost. Honey does not sell so well now that 
sugar is abundant. The slump in bee-keeping is serious 
for others besides country folk who supplement their 
earnings from bees. Fruit growers are already con­
cerned over the shortage of bees to polinate their 
orchards, and many are prepared to pay for hives 
parked under their trees during the blossom season in 
May.

* * *

Barring an electoral accident Mr. Arthur Creech Jones, 
Labour Colonial Secretary from 1946-50, will shortly 
be back in the House of Commons from which he was 
ousted by a hairbreadth 81 votes in the general election 
of February, 1950. He is standing in the by-election 
at Wakefield, where Labour had a 7,000 majority in the 
general election of October, 1951. Since the defeat 
that removed him from the Colonial Office Mr. Creech 
Jones has made repeated attempts to stage a political 
come-back and was only beaten by 1,298 votes at Rom­
ford in the last election. For over four years he has 
been that rather pathetic figure, the politician on the 
shelf. Few politicians of recent times have provided 
more striking proof of the precariousness of politics 
as a career—from a Cabinet Minister on a £5,000 a year 
salary one day to no job and no pay the next. Now his 
Labour colleagues in the House of Commons will be glad 
to have him back as senior spokesman on Colonial 
affairs, a task for which Mr. James Griffiths, on the 
strength of a brief tenure of the Colonial Office, has 
proved inadequate.

* * *

I imagine that many people in the West Indies will 
suddenly acquire an interest in postage stamps. For 
it is possible that a diligent search of old correspondence 
dating ba.ck no longer than 1951 may yield a discovery 
worth quite a lot of money. This possibility arises from 
the revelation by a London expert that certain colonial 
stamps were printed in this country in 1951 and 1952 
to the order of the Crown Agents on paper bearing a 
faulty watermark. The watermark on all such stamps 
is normally seen, when held up to the light, as a crown 
and the letters CA in script. In the faulty paper a 
different design of crown was introduced among the 
normal Imperial State Crown symbols owing to an error 
in manufacture. It is calculated that one stamp ou* 
of 1,750 printed on the flawed paper should bear the 
rare watermark. So far only three examples have come 
to light, all “ postage due ” stamps. Two of the three 
are West Indians—a pair of 2-cent British Guiana stamps 
printed in April, 1952, and a pair of 16-cent St. Lucia 
stamps, printed the following November. The third 
discovery is a pair of penny Basutoland “ postage due 
stamps printed in October, 1951. The intriguing thing 
is that no one knows how many other stamps and wha 
other countries’ stamps may bear the same error. The

(Continued at foot of next page)
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Tourism in Trinidad South African Sugar

Change in Status of Tourist Board
The Tourist Board of Trinidad and Tobago underwent 
1 a change of status on July 9th, on which date the 
Chairman of the Board was informed that arrangements 
had been concluded for the transfer of the Board from 
executive to advisory status, and that from that day 
the management of the affairs of the Tourist Bureau 
would vest in the Commissioner of Commerce and 
Industries.

The Board had submitted recommendations that 
there was need for some sort of guarantee to support 
its work over a period of years as compared with the 
year-to-year arrangement under which it operated, 
that legislation should be enacted to incorporate the 
Board, and indemnify it against legal responsibilities, 
and that it should be classified as a Public Service 
institution for the purposes of the Government Provident 
Fund Ordinance.

On May 3rd, 1951, the Government had informed 
the Board that they did not intend to proceed with the 
enactment of a Bill to incorporate the Board, and, on 
July 24th of the same year, that it was intended to 
absorb the administrative machinery of the Tourist 
Board into the Department of Commerce and Industry 
when this was formed. The conclusion of arrange­
ments for this absorption, as indicated above, was com­
municated to the chairman of the Tourist Board on 
July 9th, 1954.

The Hon. Albert Gomes, Minister of Labour, Industry 
and Commerce, when he paid his first official visit 
to the Board since the change of status, on July 28tn, 
stated that there would be no change in the interna 
relations of the Board ; the only change was m the 
responsibility for its day-to-day working. The action 
taken had adequately met the various suggestions put 
forward by the Board, and there was every reason to 
expect that the arrangement would make for greater 
efficiency in the promotion of the tourist trade.

Since the change, the Government have terminated 
their contract with Mr. Wilson Mmshall, who has 
served as manager of the Board for the pas 
years, the termination having become effective on Angus 
1st. Mr. J. B. Fernandes, chairman of the Board, and 
Mr. J. C. Muir resigned early in July, and Mr A. W. 
Baddeley took over the temporary chairmanship. _

In a Press communiqué released after.
with the Board Mr. Gomes announced the 8
appointments thereto: Mr. John .Rahr of B.W.1 
Airways • Mr. G. L. Reid of United British Oilfields of 
Trinidad ; Mr. P. Castagne ; Mr. Walter Mendes and 
Commander J. Crooks (representing JoMgo) M. 
George Fitz-Patrick will act on the Boar as an
Ashford Sinanan during the latter s appoi • t a
acting Minister. Steps are being taken to appoint a 
permanent chairman in the near future capacity

The Tourist Board will now function in a capa y 
similar to that of the Economic Advisory Boar .

The 1953 report of the St. Luciathat 
that 1,056 persons visited the island that year, ana 
earnings from tourism were $52,800.

Production in 1953-54
rpHE report by the Council of the South African Sugar 

Association on the achievements of the industry 
during the crop year 1953-54 shows a record production 
of 725,429 short tons of sugar, which compares with the 
previous record of 685,798 short tons, made in 1950-51. 
The figure for tons of cane harvested, at 6,221,531, is 
also a record, and exceeds the previous highest by 
498,948 tons.

The average ratio of cane to sugar manufactured was 
8.58 tons of cane to one ton of sugar, against 8.50 in 
1952-53. The first Natal bred sugar cane, N:Co. 310, 
comprised 41.35 per cent of the total cane crop during the 
season, having improved its position at the expense of 
varieties Co. 281 and Co. 301. The sucrose content 
of the cane, the final average for which was 13.93 per 
cent, was slightly better than the previous year’s 13.87 
per cent, but below the record level of 14.28 per cent 
obtained in 1945-46.

The average outturn of cane per acre was 27.92 tons, a 
significant advance on the previous year, when almost 
exactly the same acreage was reaped at an average 
return of only 25.60 tons per acre, but still well below the 
average of a decade ago, when the figure reached 30.86 
tons per acre, only to fall away to lower levels due to 
unfavourable climatic conditions and shortages oi 
fertiliser.

The larger crop in 1953-54 necessitated a slightly 
longer milling season, and the average duration o t e 
season per mill was 181 days against 172 days in 1952-53. 
The average overall recovery was 82.81 per cent.

Jamaica Banana Delegation

A s we go to press a delegation representing the banana 
A industry of Jamaica has amved in London . The 
members are: the Hon Rudolph Burke, Mr. R. 
Williams, Mr. C. D. DeLisser, Mr. R. D. Lindo and 
Mr. V. H. McFarlane. .

It will be recalled that these delegates were inLondon 
in May and June of this year as part of a larger delegation 
led bv the Hon. W. A. Bustamante.

At the conclusion of the talks a statement was issued 
to the Press and was reproduced on page 183 of the 
CmcurAR for July. The further discussions then 
envisaged are now to be contmued.

[Continued from preceding page)

Crown Agents cannot say [nor can they answer m- 
Crown Age known how much of
?hTfauii pape" was used. It is possible that other 
wZst Indian stamps may have been printed on it The 
Stt stamps with a watermark error were Victorian 
ssues in this country in 1862, and specimens existing 
todav have a high value. No one can estimate what 
these colonial “watermark errors” may be worth, 
it depends largely, of course, on how many are found.
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Australian Sugar

Stabilization of Supply Position
TPhe Producers' Review, the official journal of the 

Queensland Cane Growers’ Association, reports 
that the Australian Sugar Board has decided to accept 
and pay for the whole of the 1954 season’s production 
of sugar and that it is expected that by doing so the 
Board will limit the acceptance of the 1955 season’s 
production to the aggregate of the mill peaks.

With the home consumption market approaching 
550,000 tons and with an estimated export market of 
approximately 620,000 tons, the forecasted sugar 
production in the 1954 season of 1,330,000 tons is 
160,000 tons in excess of the quantity of sugar which 
can be marketed in the calendar year, and it is estimated 
that 500,000 to 540,000 tons of sugar will be in store on 
December 31st, 1954, as a carry-over into the 1955 
calendar year.

If, during the 1955 season, production of sugar is 
limited to the aggregate mill peaks, the same quantity 
will again be in store on December 31st, 1955, and this 
position will be continued in future years.

The 1954 crop is stated to be creating great difficulties 
for all sections of the industry, particularly in relation 
to finance and storage, and the decision of the Sugar 
Board and the government is regarded as the only 
logical one in the circumstances.

New Puisne Judge for Jamaica

It was announced on September 2nd that the Queen 
had been pleased to approve the appointment of Mr 
Dudiey Henry Semper, Resident Magistrate, Jamaica 
to be Puisne Judge in that territory.

Mr Semper was bom in St. Kitts in 1905, and was 
educated at Antigua Grammar School and West Buck­
land School, North Devon. He was called to the Bar at 
Grays Inn in 1927, and practised at the Bar of the 
Leeward Islands. He held a number of acting appoint­
ments in the public service of the Leeward Islands 
until he was appointed Registrar of the Supreme Court 
St ^p1934’ He became Magistrate,
hi’ iqqo w 1935, and Crown Attorney of that island 
jL'ZinXk“ aPPOmted tO hlS present P°st “

{Continued from page 241) 
perceptible to the naked eye, in a positive direction 
We wonder, indeed, if madness is not too charitable a 
description of the attitude of a government which on 
the one hand pours out millions of pounds on measures 
to assist development and on the other daffies inter­
minably over taking the very first and most obvious and 
necessary step towards the preservation of enterprises 
which are already established and which are growffig 
fast. Let us repeat-the first step. Much more g 

beiPanned and courageously 
carried out. The alternative is the end of whatever 
chance remains to the British West Indian territories 
with their preponderant reliance on agriculture of 
escaping a progressively impoverished future.

Welfare Work in Jamaica

Unesco Monograph
A recent contribution to the series of Monographs 

on Fundamental Education prepared for and 
published by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) is one by Dr. 
Roger Marier of the Department of Social Work, 
McGill University, Montreal, entitled Social Welfare 
Work in Jamaica.

The volume is a study of the Jamaica Social Welfare 
Commission and of activities associated with the various 
aspects of welfare work in the island which have been 
carried on since the formation of Jamaica Welfare, Ltd. 
in 1937, made primarily for the benefit of specialist 
readers who are engaged—administratively, or as 
teachers—in the promotion of welfare work through 
educational techniques. For this reason, there is a 
tendency to discuss the various activities from the 
point of view of their relation to general principles 
rather than from that of assessing the practical results 
achieved, and the general reader, in search of evidence 
of the latter, finds himself rather left in the air.

The matter is further complicated by the fact that so 
many organizations in Jamaica, official and non-official, 
have co-operated in welfare work, much of which has 
overlapped, and which has varied considerably in 
quality and effectiveness. The author has recognized 
this, and recommends as “ the ideal solution ... the 
amalgamation of all agencies performing the same 
function, whether with special groups, such as the 
farmers and the rural youth, or in special areas, such as 
the sugar estates, the sugar cane farms, or the land 
settlements.”

One service which Dr. Marier has rendered in this 
review deserves emphasis. It is a matter of common 
experience that welfare effort organized on perfectly 
sound lines can be stultified by the well-meant efforts of 
workers with an imperfect conception of the implications 
of their own behaviour. ” There has been a tendency,” 
writes Dr. Marier, “ for the staff to dominate or protect 
their subordinates. This is an attitude which will be 
difficult to change, since it corresponds to a cultural 
pattern. . . . The attitude of the staff towards people 
m the field is difficult to deal with. With notable 
exceptions, it tends to resemble that of a teacher to­
wards his pupils, full of protection and brimming over 
with authoritarian suggestions for doing good.” He 
gives many instances of cases in which this aspect of the 
matter has been all-important, and if those students of 
educational techniques, into whose hands the volume 
should fall, are thereby led to direct their researches 
towards methods of overcoming this drawback, much 
good may result.

The fact that Jamaica was selected for a study of this 
description is a tribute to all those who have taken, and 
are taking, part in welfare work in the colony, and the 
substance of Dr. Marier’s observations affords ample 
evidence that the tribute is well deserved.

Members of the West India Committee are invited to 
further the work of the Committee by introducing suitable 
candidates for election.
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Blindness in the British Caribbean Territories
-------------4------------

By John F. Wilson
Director British Empire Society for the Blind

(Mr. Wilson, who is himself blind, recently returned from an extensive investigation of blindness in 
the British West Indian Colonies. Following his recommendations, the British Empire Society for 
the Blind is about to launch an appeal in the United Kingdom for a fund of £20,000 to enable it 
to provide the expert staff needed to develop the work of organizations for the blind in the region.)

NOBODY knows how much blindness there is in 
the Caribbean, but it is probable that not fewer 
than 10,000 people are blind in the eight British 

territories of the region. This is about twice the blind­
ness rate of the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America. The rate differs from one territory to 
another, being at its highest in the small islands, many 
of which have no specialized facilities for eye treatment. 
The main causes are cataract and glaucoma and much, 
possibly half, of this blindness is preventable or curable. 
There is urgent need for more eye specialists and eye 
clinics and for imaginative 
propaganda to induce people 
to seek early treatment and to 
take better care of their own 
and their children’s eyes.

Whatever is done to save 
sight there will, for generations, 
be a great number of people 
who are irrevocably blind. 
For economic no less than 
humanitarian reasons, they 
should be given a better chance 
to become normal active mem­
bers of their community. 
There are some blind workers— 
Calypso singers, farmers, 
traders and craftsmen, but 
they are pathetically few by 
comparison with the great 
number who live as beggars, as 
poor relations, or on public 
relief.

Blind children who should be 
at school are often found 
neglected or abandoned.
Recently in Jamaica a boy of 
six years of age entered the 
blind school; he weighed only 
20 lb. Another boy was found 
living in an improvised shelter, 
Quite alone with apparently no 
adult to care for him, and 
b«ing fed by children from the neighbouring village. 
A For 40 years the Trinidad and Tobago Blind^Welfare 
Association has served the blind of i s e 
gently, it opened a magnificent new school^m we 
Santa Cruz valley. In Jamaica the . a d Blind 
um/ sch°01 and workshop for t Guiana,
Welfare Organizations also exist in main need 
Barbados, Antigua and the Bahamas. trained staff
of these institutions is for technical help,

Door Mat Making in Jamaica

specialized equipment.

The British Empire Society for the Blind, which is 
one of the most extensive organizations of its kind in 
the British Commonwealth, has been asked to assist 
with the development of this work. It has just ap­
pointed an experienced blind welfare worker to act as 
regional adviser in the Caribbean. She is Miss Elizabeth 
Moody Stuart and has the advantage of close family 
associations with the West Indies, Bor the next two 
or three years she will travel extensively in the region 
advising, encouraging and demonstrating.

.......................have to be taken to get blindEnergetic action will
children out of the slums and 
into the schools. The two 
schools in Trinidad and 
Jamaica are large enough to 
meet the need, but require 
help in staff training, in plan­
ning curricula and in breaking 
down the tradition that a blind 
child is a useless child. The 
first step is to find out why 
families hide away their blind 
children, and that problem is 
now being investigated in a 
survey in the villages of 
Jamaica.

The main objective is to
help blind people to become 
active members of their com­
munity. The small workshops 
at present employ about 150 
blind workers and this number 
could be doubled if they could 
be run as business-like trading 
organizations under the direc- 
tion of trained staff. One of 

j|||i these workshops might be built 
up as a demonstration centre 

»Sb" where instructors from all the 
territories could be trained. 

|||H Opportunities exist for em- 
ploying blind people as factory 
operators, Braille shorthand 

and as telephone switchboard operators, but the 
typists and should be on agricultural training. A 
mam emphasis should beo Jamaica where biind 
SS“raTculXate the typical family plot and 
people can lean these means jt mlght
ultimately ^e possible to find employment for as many 

as 2,000 blind people. o{
^rrangemen h made for funds to extend

iocTwork for the blind. The British Empire Society
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for the Blind is launching an appeal in the United 
Kingdom to enable it to support this work by providing 
the technical help and trained staff which is so badly 
needed. This appeal will be made to firms and 
individuals with trading interests in the Caribbean, 
and the society hopes, in the form of seven-year coven­
ants, to raise a total sum of £20,000. Mr. J. M. 
Campbell, chairman of Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Ltd., is chairman of an influential committee which will 
make this appeal under the general title of “ The British 
West Indian Campaign Against Blindness.”

This plan of action is based on the policy which the 
society has followed with conspicuous success in other 
regions of the colonial Empire. Fundamentally the 
objective is the same everywhere. The society is 
seeking to obtain a true assessment of the misery and 
loss which blindness entails for hundreds of thousands 
of people in the colonies. It is trying to adapt to new 
conditions, techniques which have already brought a 
new life to the blind in the United Kingdom. It is 
trying to help local people to reduce the problem and, 
where that cannot be done, to see to it that, in years 
to come, men, women and children will not be dumped 
on a human scrap heap simply because they have lost 
their eyesight.

Imperial Institute

Retirement of Mr. Nelson
HIR' J- A. Nelson, who has been general secretary of 

the Imperial Institute for nearly twenty years, 
retired on August 31st.

Mr. Nelson is well known for his work in connexion 
with the services carried out by the Institute to assist 
in the teaching of Commonwealth subjects, and during 
the past few years has made it his business to visit 
every education office in England and Wales and has 
attended in person most of the major conferences of 
teachers’ associations.

After taking his degree from the London School of 
Economics, Mr. Nelson joined the administrative staff 
of the London County Council and was closely associated 
with the implementation of the first National Insurance 
Acts. He joined the staff of the Imperial Institute in 
1920 as an assistant in the Technical Information 
Bureau, later becoming head of the Statistical Depart­
ment. He was appointed general secretary of the 
Institute in April, 1935.

{Continued from next column) 

badly to the continuous flooding likely in the deener 
excavations. 1

Such work as has been done on the role of aluminium 
m plant growth, and on the toleration of different 
Plants to varying proportions of aluminium in the soil 
has little relevance to Jamaica conditions, and thé 
survey, which is expected to go forward for perhaps two 
years, should contribute useful information on the types 
of vegetation likely to be useful for reclamation of the 
mmed-out areas.

Flora of Bauxite Areas

Botanical Survey in Jamaica
TPhe Circular has received from Mr. H. P. Jacobs 

particulars of an interesting botanical survey 
undertaken by the Institute of Jamaica.

It relates to the relationship between vegetation and 
the presence of bauxite in workable quantities. Dr. 
Richard A. Howard, Arnold Professor of Botany and 
Director of the Arnold Arboretum at Harvard, who was 
a member of an exploratory team which visited Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic in search of bauxite for 
the Alcoa Company in 1946, made a preliminary botani­
cal survey in the Claremont-Lydford area of the parish 
of St. Ann in December-January, 1953-54. This 
survey aimed at collecting samples of the existing flora 
of the area for the Institute of Jamaica, Harvard and 
other scientific institutions, but a further object, accord­
ing to a report prepared by Dr. Howard, was “ to learn 
what type of valuable plant material grew on the 
bauxite soil and what might be made to grow in the 
mined-out areas.”

Dr. Howard was assisted in the preliminary survey 
by Mr. George R. Proctor, botanist to the Institute of 
Jamaica, who made a second survey of the area in 
April, 1954. This month Dr. Howard is expected to 
return to the island to continue and extend the survey, 
towards which Reynolds Jamaica Mines, who have 
extensive bauxite holdings in the parish, have already 
donated £200, and with all three companies now in­
terested in the project it is intended to inaugurate a 
sustained survey and to keep local teams at work almost 
continuously. This experiment in co-ordinating sus­
tained observation by local teams with occasional visits 
by an expert, it is suggested, -will enable the latter both 
to intensify his own advanced work and to grade up 
the work of the local teams.

The practical value of this work derives from the 
fact that the bauxite companies are under legal obliga­
tion to restore the fertility of the areas mined. The 
companies keep the topsoil, usually thin and poor in 
quality, for replacement, but while they would not have 
much difficulty in restoring the original modest fertility, 
conditions after mining excavations have been completed 
are a prospective hindrance to maximum land use. 
With maximum land use in view Reynolds Jamaica 
Mines started a reafforestation campaign. Dr. Howard 
has suggested that their operations “ offer a unique 
opportunity for scientific study of the vegetation/soil 
relationship.” Ordinary techniques of replanting, it is 
pointed out, do not apply to the mined-out areas— 

nowhere in the Caribbean has replanting been 
attempted on such an inhospitable substratum ”—and 
Dr. Howard has made recommendations for experi­
mental planting of timber trees, fruit trees, and trees 
yielding materials for handiwork (raffia, palm, thatch 
palm, Pandanus), with and without replacement of the 
overburden. Mahoe—the mainstay of all Jamaican 
reafforestation programmes—“ generally prefers a
lighter, deeper, and richer soil than is available in the 
mined-out areas,” and would, it is considered, respond

{Continued at foot of preceding column)
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West Indian Development and Welfare

Comptroller’s Report for 1953

IN the 1952 report on Development and Welfare 
in the West Indies Sir George Seel, the Comptroller, 
wrote of concern throughout the region in regard 

to finance for the continuance of the services which 
have been established beyond March 31st, 1956, the 
terminating date of the Colonial Development and 
Welfare fund. Sir Stephen Luke, Sir George Seel’s 
successor in the office of Comptroller, is able, in the 
1953 report,* to strike a more cheerful note and refer 
to progress in the preparation by the various territories 
of statements of 1955-60 requirements for development 
finance for submission to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in support of his promised approach to Parlia­
ment for further funds, f

This note of cheerfulness is carried into Sir Stephen s 
survey of the economic background with which it ha.s 
become usual to introduce these reports, despite his 
recognition of the fact “ that the economic climate 
may prove somewhat uncertain in the next few years. 
Primary producers, he points out, have already 
experienced warnings. “ In the all-important matter of 
the price of sugar, the negotiations under the Common­
wealth Sugar Agreement resulted in a moderate decrease 
in the price of sugar sold on quota, although it was widely 
acknowledged that this Agreement had conferred very 
great benefits on the area when the external prices of 
unprotected sugars experienced a catastrophic decline. 
Citrus fruit growers were faced with threats of heavily 
subsidized competition at a time when they had com­
mitted themselves to large-scale projects for expansion 
of output. Banana production has in several cases 
been sponsored by government schemes, and Jamaica 
in particular had achieved a great recovery m production 
following hurricane damage, but it seemed probable 
towards the end of the year that some decline m prices 
would occur before long. Markets for ginger an nl\ 
megs were uncertain, and prices lower than ot recent 
years. The outlook for marketing that very sPecia^^ 
product. West Indian Sea Island Cotton, has been 
uncertain and prices have fallen. In spite of 
evidences of declining prices in export marke s, ° ’
governments have continued to ^e embarra^ed 
high prices of imported goods which, whi e duties 
customs revenues to the extent that the imp 
are calculated ad valorem, contribute to e g 
of living.”

Cost of Living
This matter of the high cost of the

which Sir George Seel drew particular a e rPfiUction 
report for 19524 He looked forward t° a reduction 
in prices by the restoration of competitio signs
the abolition of price controls. “TheiP^e nowsigns

^Development and Welfare in the Development
by Sir Stephen Luke, K.C.M.G., Comptroller tor £ Brridge- 
and Welfare in the West Indies. Advocate Co., Dta.,
town, Barbados, 1954. Price 72 cents (3s.) ner.

tSee Circular, July, 1953, page 171.
+See Circular, July, 1953, page 171. 

emerging,” writes his successor, “ that with the successive 
stages of relaxing of controls and of food subsidies, 
more active competition is being encountered. Never­
theless, administrations are still seriously concerned 
lest the uncertain outlook for the price of primary 
products should result in a situation in which the cost 
of living would be felt to be increasingly burdensome.. . . 
Towards the end of the year there was evidence in a few 
areas of the slackening of the rate of increase, but 
little of a significant downward trend.”

However, for many years past, curves of economic 
trends in the region have been upwards, and the general 
attitude appears to be that the existing phase is no 
more than a pause in a predominantly optimistic 
programme of the fuller economic utilization of the 
resources of the region. “ Suspended optimism ” is 
the phrase used by Sir Stephen to describe the prevailing 
mood in West Indian territories. He himself finds 
encouraging signs in the general expansion of sugar 
production with good crops and high yields, the revival 
of the banana industry, progress with cocoa and citrus 
fruit and with rice and lumber production in British 
Guiana, and the successful operation of locally created 
development corporations. One matter he deplores 
is a tendency to concentrate on the expansion of crops 
for export. “ There can be no doubt that the agricul­
turists in the various territories are pursuing the right 
policy economically in urging that very strenuous 
efforts must now be made to augment the production 
and remunerative marketing of locally-grown food­
stuffs.”

Agricultural Production
The work of the Regional Economic Committee 

gained greatly in public esteem during the year, and the 
Comptroller states that its value as a forum for the 
discussion of important economic affairs affecting the 
whole region is widely recognized. The Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Board continued to earn praise as 
a practical example of successful co-operation m a matter 
of vital importance to the region, and some progress 
is reported in negotiations for the extension of the joint 
currency issue to Jamaica.

On another page of this issue of the Circular reference 
is made to the useful part now being played by the 
Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute m Trinidad m the 
training of agricultural officers and field staff to help in 
agricultural development. This underlines a reference 
by the Comptroller to the good progress made during 
1953 despite difficulties in regard to building and the 
fact that when clearing of the land for the farm began, 

11 Though there was drought in Antigua and Montserrat, 
while heavy rains in Trinidad contributed to an incidence 
of Black Pod disease responsible for an estimated 
25 per cent loss of the cocoa crop, agricultural production 
was in general satisfactory, outstanding features being 
Tn increase of 269,878 tons in the overall sugar crop 
intensification of banana cultivation in the Windward
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Islands and a doubling of the Jamaica banana crop, 
and increased production of rice in British Guiana 
sufficient to meet the requirements of the Eastern 
Caribbean territories in full. The Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation’s interest in agricultural and forestry 
products in the area had by the period under review 
become chiefly confined to the rice and timber schemes 
in British Guiana. The British Guiana Rice Develop­
ment Co., Ltd., was formed at the end of 1952 and took 
over the Mahaicony-Abary rice scheme, and the new 
mill of British Guiana Timbers, Ltd., at Houston, near 
Georgetown, was in operation by the end of 1953.

Agricultural Development
In British Guiana the areas already available for 

research on rice breeding and on livestock problems 
had become inadequate, and the need for extended 
facilities had been felt for some time, and a grant of 
£117,560 was approved for the establishment of a 
Central Agricultural Station in the coastal area.* Con­
siderable difficulty was encountered in selecting a suitable 
site, and at the end of the year, though a position on the 
East bank of the Demerara River was favoured, no 
decision had been made. The introduction of improve­
ments in cattle breeding, it is reported, was already 
having an effect on livestock production, and the 
Comptroller envisages the possibility of increasing 
production by as many as 10,000 to 15,000 animals 
per year over the next 15 years.

By the end of the year the whole of British Honduras, 
except the Stann Creek District Valley and a portion of 
the Belize District, had been surveyed by a Land Use 
Survey team led by Mr. A. C. S. Wright, an ecologist 
with considerable experience in New Zealand and the 
Pacific. “ Substantial progress ” was made with plans 
for the provision of capital for the rehabilitation and 
expansion of the Corozal sugar factory with a view to 
fulfilment of the quota of 5,000 tons allotted to British 
Honduras under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. 
With the abandonment by the Colonial Development 
Corporation of its livestock project, the proposals in the 
colony’s development plan of 1951 had to be revised, 
and a new cattle breeding and milk production scheme 
was planned, and begun, for which a grantf of £34,500 
had been approved from Colonial Development and 
Welfare funds. Difficulty was experienced in disposing 
of the colony’s maize crop at a price commensurate with 
the relatively high cost of production and the high 
freight charges to European and North American 
markets, and consideration was given to the possi­
bilities of large scale mechanized production and 
development of the Caribbean market.

In the section on agricultural development in Jamaica 
the Comptroller discusses difficulties to be faced in 
carrying out a programme of the kind recommended 
for the colony by the International Bank Mission,! 
while not disputing the need to secure results as soon 
as possible. He reports good progress by the Agri­
cultural Development Corporation, particularly in 
regard to rice production. The report of the Cattle 
Industry Enquiry Board, under the chairmanship of 
the Economic Adviser to the Comptroller, was published

♦Reported in the Circular, August, 1953, page 204. 
TReported m the Circular, August, 1953, page 204. 
jSee Circular, February, 1953, pages 35 and 36. 

at the beginning of the year, but action was deferred by 
the local government, to enable the recommendations 
to receive the fullest possible consideration by the 
industry and other interests concerned.

Proposals were approved for the reorganization of the 
Agricultural Department in Antigua, with the creation 
of two separate branches under the administration of 
a Director of Agriculture, who, however, had yet to be 
recruited at. the end of the period under review. A 
scheme was prepared for the agricultural development of 
Barbuda, with emphasis on livestock production. A 
commission, under the chairmanship of the Economic 
Adviser to the Comptroller, visited Montserrat in July to 
investigate conditions in the cotton industry, and 
encouraging experiments with hill rice in the island 
resulted in a Development and Welfare grant to enable 
an officer from the Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Trinidad, to visit Montserrat and advise on the possi­
bilities. Livestock development proceeded satisfactorily 
in the British Virgin islands. Good prices were obtained 
in the French West Indies and other alternative markets 
after the American Virgin Islands had banned imports 
of animals on account of the occurrence of fever ticks 
in certain cases.

The Trinidad authorities gave effect during the year 
to the recommendations of a committee appointed 
to advise on local food production in 1952. The proposals 
included relaxation of price controls of local foodstuffs 
and the expansion of livestock production by sub­
sidized distribution of breeding stock, pasture develop­
ment and the production of stock feed from citrus waste. 
The local production of stock feed proved successful, 
and the Comptroller suggests the possibility of achieve­
ment of a surplus for export. As in Jamaica, attention 
was focused on increased production of rice with a view 
to self-sufficiency.

Banana production made considerable progress in the 
Windward Islands, particularly in St. Lucia and St. 
Vincent. With the appointment in August, 1953, of a 
Development Commissioner in St. Lucia, schemes for 
livestock development and the expansion of cocoa 
propagation, recommended by the team of experts 
which advised on development of the island, were pre­
pared and submitted. The crisis brought about early 
in the year by the decision of the companies owning and 
operating two of the sugar factories to withdraw from 
the industry was averted by the formation of a new 
company—Sugar Manufacturers, Ltd.—in which the 
government acquired a substantial interest. In St. 
Vincent schemes for the extension of cocoa and coffee 
cultivation went ahead, but a proposal for sugar pro­
duction in the Mesopotamia Valley was not proceeded 
with on account of the inability of the government to 
obtain an export quota under the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement for the extra output of sugar. Good progress 
was made in Grenada with the scheme for the improve­
ment of small-scale agriculture started in 1946, and 
with the cocoa improvement scheme. It is to be 
noted that in 1953 peasant applications for cocoa 
clones considerably exceeded applications from estates.

Forestry and Fisheries
Forestry schemes approved for British Honduras 

during the year included one for fire protection measures 
to assist the natural regeneration of 9,000 acres of pine
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forest, and an enumeration survey to enable forest 
exploitation policy to be converted to a programme 
based on sustained yield. In Grenada a grant was 
approved for the survey of forest areas and for timber 
utilization research, with a view to carrying out recom­
mendations for exploitation made by Dr. J. S. Beard in 
1944. St. Lucia also received a grant and an interest-free 
loan for the development and expansion of the timber 
industry.

Following the appointment of a Fisheries Officer in 
Antigua at the end of 1952, schemes for the establish­
ment of a flying fish industry and improved methods 
of fishing, marketing and compilation of statistics 
were approved, and for the flying fish investigation 
two experienced fishermen were obtained from Barbados 
to work with the Fisheries Officer and local fishermen. 
Assistance was given to the fishing and lobster industry 
in Vieux Fort, St. Lucia, and organized marketing 
arrangements established to meet a demand for lobsters 
from Trinidad. Successful experiments were conducted 
in Trinidad and elsewhere with fish fences.

The Comptroller makes reference to research carried 
out at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture to 
which reference has already been made in the Circular 
at various times and which was dealt with in the annual 
report* of the College for 1952-53. Two specialist 
officers arrived in Jamaica towards the end of the year to 
work on a new four-year scheme of research into diseases 
of coconuts and bananas. Another four-year scheme, 
for research into animal nutrition, was approved for 
Jamaica during the year. Dominica received a small 
research grant for a survey of insect pests of economic 
importance in the island, to be carried out by an entomo­
logist from the Commonwealth Institute of Biological 
Control, and in Barbados the project for research on 
the association between plankton and flying fish, which 
had been deferred since 1951 owing to lack of a suitable 
expert, was implemented with the arrival in the island, 
early in 1953, of a fisheries research student.

Education
During the year under review the Education Adviser 

to the Comptroller, as well as visiting the University 
College of the West Indies in Jamaica to discuss plans 
for teacher training, drafted new education ordinances 
and regulations for the Governments of Barba os, 
British Honduras and the Windward Islands; gave 
guidance to the territorial committees engaged m a 
survey of the educational systems of the Windward 
Islands; prepared a scheme for full-time training 
teachers to meet the needs of the Leeward and Windward 
Islands and Barbados ; assisted in the setting up oi an 
Advisory Committee on teacher training m 
and prepared draft syllabuses in General Mathematics 
and English for use in schools and training co eges.

Under the school building programme m 1 nmdad 
assisted by United Kingdom Colonial Development a i 
Welfare grants, nine new schools were bmlt 1 _bunt. 
areas previously without schools and twelve ■
Two assisted secondary schools were completed and 
opened during the year and a Technica were ad- 
oearly completed. Tn British Honduras there were ad 
Vances in agricultural education and teacher training

*See Circular, May, 1954, page 122.

Some sixteen graduate students from Barbados, British 
Guiana, Trinidad, the Leeward Islands, Jamaica and the 
Windward Islands took the Diploma of Education course 
at the University College of the West Indies.

The vital statistics “ present the now familiar picture 
of excessively high birth rates and relatively low 
mortality rates which have prevailed for the last 25 
years. The resulting high rate of natural increase 
(23 per thousand per annum) continues to be a major 
threat to the maintenance even of existing economic 
and social standards, and there is a growing realization 
that it plays a fundamental part in the majority of the 
problems confronting the welfare of the peoples of these 
territories.” The average birth rate for the region was 
35.6 per thousand (highest British Guiana, 44 ; lowest, 
Montserrat, 31) and the death rate 12.5 per thousand 
(highest, Dominica 19.6; lowest, British Honduras, 
10.8) of the mid-year population in 1952.

Social Welfare
“ Where administration is informed by humane and 

imaginative thinking,” writes the Comptroller, “ social 
welfare is woven into the fabric of every plan.” During 
the fourteen years of the existence of a Social Welfare 
Adviser to the Comptroller there has been a growing 
awareness throughout the region of the need for skilled 
professional direction of social work, and the idea of 
social welfare has become part of administrative thought. 
“ The modem approach to the social services ; to 
medicine through prevention by way of nutrition and 
child health ; to education through the child’s daily 
needs in himself and in his home and environment ; to 
agriculture through solicitude for the peasant, his crops, 
his family and his home; to housing through the 
concept of the house as the woman’s workshop and 
family home where members can build up self-respect and 
conserve individuality—all this creates services imbued 
with common aims and capable of working smoothly and 
creatively together.” . .

The seventh West Indies Social Welfare Trammg 
Course was held under the auspices of the Extra-Mural 
Department of the University College of the West 
Indies in the first half of the year, with the Comptroller s 
Social Welfare Adviser as Director of Studies and 
resident Dean. Twenty-seven students attended, in­
cluding eight engaged in, or concerned with, welfare work 
on sugar estates, in respect of whom their employers 
contributed towards the expenses of the course. A 
scheme for continuing the courses m every second year 
was formulated. This six-months’ course is pre- 
professional, and the Comptroller stresses the importance 
of enabling suitable workers to take the two-year 
Social Studies course which is available.

Two Development and Welfare scholarships were 
awarded for the study of co-operatives overseas, and one 
each for the study of prison administration, probation 
and approved school administration respectively.

Owing to the steady growth in population coupled 
with insufficient revenues the provision of adequate 
housing remained a major problem during 1953 Pro­
gress was made, however, in many of the territories. 
Self-help housing schemes were expanded m Barbados, 
Antigua and Jamaica, and in Trinidad £20,000 was 
allotted for schemes of this kind. Representatives from 

(Continued on next page)
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Presentation to Sir Harold Tempany

In our last issue we recorded the retirement of Sir 
Harold Tempany from the chairmanship, though not 
from membership, of the advisory committee in the 
United Kingdom of the West Indian Sea Island Cotton 
Association. To mark their appreciation of the help 
which Sir Harold has rendered to cotton growing in the 
islands, the Association recently presented him with a 
desk chair bearing the following inscription :—•

Presented to
Sir Harold Tempany, C.M.G., C.B.E.

in token of his services to the
West Indian Sea Island Cotton Industry 

1940-54.

(Continued from preceding page)
19 territories in the area attended a self-help housing 
seminar in Puerto Rico, jointly sponsored by the 
Caribbean Commission, the Foreign Operations Admini­
stration and the Housing and Home Finance Agency 
of the United States.

In British Guiana the development plan was revised 
to provide £2,000,000 for housing during 1954-55. 
During 1953 some progress was made with slum clear­
ance in Georgetown and with the provision of better 
housing for workers and dwellers on the coastal sugar 
estates.

The Comptroller records the help afforded in the 
planning and execution of public works throughout the 
region by the aerial, geological and other surveys carried 
out in the various territories.

British Caribbean Land Surveys

Role of Centeno Farm Institute
Professor A. de K. Frampton, Agricultural Adviser 
A to the Comptroller for Development and Welfare 
in the West Indies, speaking at an Agricultural Extension 
Seminar recently held in Jamaica, spoke of plans being 
drawn up to carry out land surveys in all the British 
Caribbean territories which would make it possible to 
use to the best advantage lands which were not under 
cultivation. Such surveys were already in progress in 
British Guiana, British Honduras and Jamaica.

A handicap to the work was the shortage of trained 
junior field staff, but a solution to this problem was 
being provided by the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute 
at Centeno in Trinidad.

Professor Frampton also stressed the urgent need for 
increased production by peasant farmers throughout 
the area.

It was announced on August 14th that Her Majesty’s 
Government have offered to make up to 6,000 tons of 
canned milk available free of charge for welfare purposes 
in the colonies. The milk will be used in hospitals and 
schools and for infant and child welfare generally. 
Colonial governments have welcomed the offer and 
agreed to arrange for the distribution of the milk.

The milk forms part of stocks held in this country 
and is surplus to present requirements. The colonial 
governments concerned will meet the shipping costs 
involved.

for January, it will handle and seXicegimn'orts''bv<^r  ̂ on July lst* As reP°rted in the CIRCULAR
on the A*“a SteamShiP C°' “ “
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Labour Relations in Trinidad

Report by Mr. F. W. Dalley

IN 1947 Mr. F. W. Dalley visited Trinidad, at the 
request of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and after consultation with the Trades Union 

Congress, to inquire and report on trade union organisa­
tion and the state of industrial relations in the colony.

His report*, and the impression he made during his 
visit, prompted the Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago, in 1953, to invite Mr. Dalley to pay another 
visit to the colony for the purpose of informal dis­
cussions with the various parties concerned on general 
industrial conditions and labour relations, and of 
assessing progress and re-appraising objectives in this 
field.

Arriving in the colony on December 6th, 1953, Mr. 
Dalley made another painstaking investigation the 
results of which are set out in a report J which he com­
pleted in June of this year, and which was issued in 
Trinidad in July.

Oil and Sugar Industries
He began his inquiries by a study of conditions in 

the oil industry, in which, he considers, the organisation 
of both employers and employed has reached a satis­
factory level. He makes appreciative mention of the 
amenities provided by the oil companies for their 
employees, was “ specially impressed ’ by the ap­
prenticeship and Training Within Industry schemes 
which the larger companies are developing, and expresses 
gratification at the increase in the number of Trinidad­
ians occupying the higher positions in the companies.

With conditions in the sugar industry he is still not 
satisfied. While the employers are well organised, the 
workers’ organisations have suffered because of in er 
union rivalry and personal jealousies, and Mr. Da ey 
gives much advice to the unions in regard to the need to 
work together if they are to establish full and proper 
relations with the sugar manufacturers. At the same 
time he is critical of the attitude of the companies in 
disregarding the efforts and appeals of the umons tor 
either limited recognition or barganung status ano 
suggests that in view of the withdrawal of the Federated 
Workers’ Union and the British Colonial Citizeus. 
Taxpayers’ and All Workers’ Union the emp oyers 
should not only arrange for a new grievance Pro^dureT 
be established, but also should allow a trade union ofhcer 
to investigate a grievance and to accompany 
as advocate in such matters, or in a isc P 
In due course, after continued evidence o re P 
over a reasonable period, and when a Com- 
membership (which could be ition could
missioner of Labour) was reached, full recos“1'; t ed 
be accorded and a collective contract once

Mr. Dalley regards the establishment of a system

* See Circular, December, 1947, page Relations in
t General Industrial Conditions an Trjnidad—M.5/54.

Trinidad. Report by F. W. Dalley, C.D.l- ^54. price
Government Printing Office, Trinidad, 
12 cents.

of collective bargaining in the sugar industry as an 
“ urgent need ” and gives as his “ firm opinion ” that 
the Sugar Wages Council ought not to be considered 
as other than complementary to the work of the trade 
unions. In a special section devoted to Wages Councils 
he goes into the “ difficulties and tensions ” which have 
complicated the work of the Sugar Wages Council and 
which, he claims, confirm the advisability of imple­
menting the recommendation he made in his previous 
report for an inquiry into the Trinidad sugar industry of 
the sort made by Professor Shephard into the sugar 
industry in Barbados. The Soulbury Commission, 
while it “ did a most excellent job,” did not carry out 
“ the specific detailed inquiry I had in mind.”

While regretting that progress in abolishing the 
“ barracks ” on sugar estates has been slow, Mr. Dalley 
finds a “ bright spot ” in the application of the arrange­
ment for building houses which under the Sugar In­
dustry Labour Welfare Scheme combines Government 
aid with individual enterprise. Since the adoption of 
this scheme for administering the Labour Welfare Fund, 
loans to sugar workers, to February 28th, 1954, had 
been made in response to 1,363 applications, and within 
eighteen months of the inception of the scheme 700 new 
houses had been built and 220 extended and repaired 
Total loans up to $1,100,000 had been arranged and of 
the 1 363 applications, 294 were from families housed in 
barracks who had been assisted to erect their own

A promising development in regard to the organisation 
of cane farmers as recommended by the Soulbury 
Commission and accepted by the Trinidad and Tobago 
Government has been the formation of a Cane Farmers 
Association sponsored by the Commissioner of Co­
operative Development (who is also the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies and Trade Unions). This Association 
has acquired a substantial membership, and has been 
working in collaboration with the All Trmidad Cane 
Farmers’ Association. It is time for the cane farmers 
to become self-reliant and develop a real sense of re­
sponsibility towards the industry as well as being alive 
to their own interests, and Mr. Dalley expresses the hope 
that the way is now cleared for the establishment and 
registration of a fully representative Cane Farmers 
Association, assurances that implementation of the 
relevant sections of the Soulbury Report will follow 
having been given. Then the trade unions should 
recruit only employees of the sugar companies and not 
cane farmers as such.

Port Industry and Public Works
In the Port Industry and certain Government Depart- 

fc Mr Dallev regards industrial relationships as 
“ a future pSpects bright. In general, full 
recognition is conceded to those unions whose member- 
recognn with limited arrangements for

” unions.’ Joint committees on “ Whitley 
li!^10^ also functioning. The chief complaint— 
- made by every union without exception -is of
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delays in reaching and implementing agreements. 
Mr. Dalley discusses a number of individual cases and 
makes recommendations in this connexion.

In a section dealing with general industry and com­
merce the report indicates, as was to be expected, 
considerable variation in the relations between em­
ployers and employed in different cases. Both sides 
come in for criticism and are given advice.

Advice to Trade Unions
As regards the trade unions themselves, Mr. Dalley 

examined the differences and dissensions which have 
so far prevented the formation of a united movement 
under the moral authority of a Trade Union Council, 
and caused breaking-away from a union and breaking-in 
where there was already an accredited union. While 
inexperienced leadership and immature membership 
have contributed to these troubles, he found evidence 
of irresponsibility, of endeavour to use the unions for 
the furtherance of political careers, and of leaders 
pursuing activities which, if not actually subversive, 
were calculated to cause disruption and violence, and 
to strain relations with both employers and the govern­
ment to breaking point. Certain employers “ in the 
commercial world and in some sections of industry,” 
who are stated to have shown “ a marked reluctance ” 
to recognise trade unions, are criticised as having made 
difficulties, but Mr. Dalley concludes : “It goes without 
saying that, in normal circumstances, it is not for 
employers to interfere with the selection or appointment 
of trade union leaders, yet they can hardly be expected 
willingly to negotiate with those who have been con­
victed of dishonesty; or with those who call on their 
followers one day to throw their employer into the sea 
and on the next demand collective bargaining ; or with 
those who are striving to use the union for uncon­
stitutional and undemocratic purposes. Such matters 
ought, of course, to be settled by the unions internally, 
but this is extraordinarily difficult where the member­
ship is immature and where internal democracy is only 
slowly bei^ evolved. There is no ideal or easy solution 
to such difficulties. The government, backed by public 
opinion can do much by giving encouragement to 
responsible trade unions democratically conducted but 
m the long run the remedy lies with the unions and the 
workers themselves. Here, it can only be urged and 

that by m°re constitutional activities of the 
SLT'X by th-e Steady education of the 
b^J a?d democrate and constitutional control 

the™’ b°th the independence and 
he integrity of the unions may be preserved. The 
break-away unions may then be convinced through 

experience that their real future lies in a working 
agreement and eventually a re-union with the parent

During his inquiries Mr. Dalley found sufficient 
evidence of communist and “ fellow-traveller ” actiX 
to cause him to give a special section to the menace of 
communism, although this was not included in the 

rms of reference under which he was appointed. He 
^ses.the.taciics which are the normal procedure of 
communist aspired or dominated unions and the 
“ I doTn? YeSt IndePendence Party which

I do not find it possible to do other than condemn.” 
(Continued at foot of next column)

Obituary

Tt is with great regret that we have to announce 
the death of the following :—

Mr. Justice Wooding
Mr. John Conrad Wooding, Q.C., Puisne Judge of the 

Supreme Court of the Windward and Leeward Islands, 
died suddenly in Barbados on August 15th while on his 
way from St. Lucia to Dominica. He had held a number 
of posts in both colonies with great distinction, and was 
popular with all classes of the community.

Bom in Barbados in 1901, he was educated at Harrison 
College and Codrington College, Barbados. He became 
a B.A. of Durham in 1922 and M.A. five years later. 
After teaching at schools in St. Kitts and Montserrat, 
he was appointed, in 1935, Registrar and Provost 
Marshal of St. Kitts and an additional magistrate 
for four districts in that island, acting also as Postmaster.

Mr. Wooding had for some time been reading law and 
in January, 1938, was called to the Bar by the Middle 
Temple. Later in the same year he was appointed 
to St. Kitts as a magistrate, and in 1940 became a 
magistrate in Antigua. In 1943 he was appointed 
Crown Attorney of St. Lucia (acting on several occasions 
as Administrator), and six years later was promoted 
Attorney-General of the Leeward Islands. He was 
appointed to the office he held at his death in July of 
last year.

Mr. Justice Wooding leaves a wife and six children.

Mr. W. A. Orrett
Mr. William Arthur Orrett, C.B.E., who died suddenly 

at his home at Elvaston Place, London, S.W., on August 
19th, was for ten years Commissioner of Police, British 
Guiana.

The son of Mr. William Hitchins Orrett, of Jamaica, 
he was bom in 1892 and was educated at St. George’s 
College, Jamaica, and at St. Paul’s School. He entered 
the Jamaica Constabulary in 1913 and, after service with 
the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers in the Balkans, Palestine, 
and France during the 1914-18 War, was promoted 
inspector in 1920. In 1932 he was appointed Chief 
Officer of Police in Kingston, Jamaica, and six years 
later he transferred to Trinidad, where he was Deputy 
Commissioner of Police and also held the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel commanding Local Forces. In 1943 
he went to British Guiana as Commissioner of Police. 
He was appointed colonel and commandant of Local 
Forces there in 1947, and retired to England last year. 
He was made a C.B.E. in 1950.

Mr. Orrett married in 1923 Miss Joan Aldyth Marion 
Powell, daughter of Dr. J. J. Powell, of Weybridge, 
Surrey, who survives him.

(Continued from preceding column)
While he commends the resistance of the principal 
uni^ns to efforts made to persuade them to employ 
such tactics, he notes that certain unions have not been 
so scrupulous, and his practical observations on the 
dangers of communism deserve close study by all 
concerned with labour relations in the colony.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“Detter beg dan borrow.” 

♦ * *
The Trinidad and Tobago Index of Retail Prices 

figure for July was 107.7, the same as for the preceding 
month. [Based on the figure for January, 1952, taken 
as 100.] 

* * *
Queen Juliana has honoured Mr. F. H. Martin- 

Sperry, former honorary Consul in British Guiana for 
the Netherlands, by making him a Knight of the Royal 
Order of Orange Nassau.

♦ * *
Dr. G. H. Clark, Senior Principal Medical Officer of 

the United Kingdom Ministry of Health, has been 
appointed chairman of a commission which will inquire 
into the local medical services of British Guiana.

* * *
Seven Hundred Jamaicans seeking work in Britain 

arrived at Plymouth in the Italian liner Auriga on 
September 6th. Two special boat trains took them to 
the London and Birmingham areas. They are reported 
to have paid between £70 and £86 each for their are 
from Kingston.

* *
As this issue of the Circular goes to press a meeting, 

called by the Regional Economic Committee, isbeing 
held in Jamaica with the object of forming a -British 
Caribbean citrus organization. The 
invited representatives of the governments o Jam > 
Trinidad, Dominica and British Honduras and faffing 
citrus producers and associations to attend the meeting.

**
Mr. George Hunte, of Barbados, is now on his way 

back to that colony after spending a holiday with his 
wife and two children in Naples and London Short y 
after his return to Bridgetown he will take> up hl; post 
as executive director of a newly-formed .^amzation 
the Barbados Tourist Development Association wh 
wffl endeavour to impress upon Barbadians th e vaim.of 

the colony’s tourist trade and encourage 
development. *

Mr. Hunte is also editor of The Bojan, 
this country he had a number of S
to making the magazine more w^ely . the new 
contacts he made should also be o jn close
tourist association which, no doiffit, wi^ ommittee 
co-operation with the Barbados Publicity Committee.

Mr. Daniel Broad has been
Kingdom Trade Commissioner for th E announced in 
in succession to Mr. A. R. btarcK, Trade Com-
last Circular, has been promoted a Mr
missioner, grade 1, at Trade Commissioner,
Broad, who is at present serving served m
grade II, Wellington, New Zealand has^o> He
Canada, Kenya, Southern Rhodes! October,
expects to arrive in Trinidad in the early p

Mr. Charles J. Burgess, executive secretary 
(economics) of the Caribbean Commission, left Port-of- 
Spain for Montreal at the beginning of September to 
take up his appointment as Assistant Trade Com­
missioner for the British West Indies, British Guiana 
and British Honduras in Canada. Mr. Burgess was 
born in Jamaica and educated at Kingston College and 
at McGill University. Before joining the Caribbean 
Commission in 1949 he worked in Jamaica first with the 
Central Bureau of Statistics and then in the Trade 
Administrator’s Office.

❖ * *
Mr. H. S. Gibson recently completed 50 years of 

service with Thomson Hankey & Co. He has spent the 
whole of this period in Grenada and is now a director of 
the firm’s associated company in that colony, Hankeys 
Ltd To mark his long and distinguished service, the 
directors of Thomson Hankey & Co. Ltd. gave Mr. 
Gibson, who was accompanied by his wife, a luncheon 
at the Savoy Hotel on August 31st, and on their behalf 
Mr. C. M. Hughes, chairman, presented him with a 
clock and a silver cigarette case. Mr. and Mrs. Gibson 
are now on their way to Grenville, Grenada.

* * *

Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 
have included the following : Sir Hugh Foot, Governor 
of Tamaica • Mr. T. Arthur, Mr. V. A. Cooper, Mr. J. vy • 
Day, Sir Errol and Lady Dos Santos Mr St. Yvesi de 
Verteuil, Major D. N. A. Fairweather, Mr. John Findlay, 
Mr G A Fitzpatrick, Mr. F. O. Gonsalez, Mr. B. 
Henderson, Mr.P O. M. Henzell, Captain E. Earte 
Huches Mr. George H. Hunte, Mr. H. V Lindo, 
Caftain and Mrs. J. H. Locke, Captain H. V. M. Metivier, 
Mr Stephen J. GJ Scott, Mr. Andrew Smanan, Mr. E. 
(Bertie^P Thompson, Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, Mr. F. K. 
Worsley, and Mr. and Mrs. E. Yates.

* * *
Another visitor was Mr. R. G. F Mandeville, 

secretov of the Barbados Sugar Producers Association
i o dnrinp- the oast two months has visited 10 European 

XuntrieT Mr. Mandeville, who leaves for Bridgetown 
“ the middle of next month, has much enjoyed his 
visit—but not the European ' summer weather.

* * *
OUR correspondent in British Guiana writesRev 

T- T Trnllv ST. has been appointed by His
• e a +hP Pone to be Vicar Apostolic of British Guiana.

“ Catholic Bishop of 
? • for 22 vears has been forced to resign by 1H- 
f£ the regret of his flock. Born in Glasgow in 
Vq05hMgr Guilly was educated at Stonyhurst College 
and o&ed an honours degree in modern history at 

% /ramninn Hall) He was awarded the O.B.E. 
Oxford (Campi J Army chaplain during
for ^bstmguished services as an A^
^as Appointed SoTs superior of the Jesuit Fathers 

the following year.
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Some Books Reviewed

The Colour Bar
T earie Constantine, that incomparable cricketer, 

whose brilliant batting, fine bowling and mar­
vellous fielding delighted pre-war crowds in this country, 
has now written a book on a very different subject.* 
It is a sustained plea for a revised attitude towards the 
Negro in particular and coloured races in general, and 
is impossible to read without feelings of disquiet. The 
author, who paints a picture of almost unrelieved gloom 
and oppression, has undoubtedly a strong case ; it is a 
pity that he should spoil it by overstatement. In an 
attempt to hit a scintillating series of sixes he sometimes 
misses the ball altogether. In his last chapter he seems 
to be conscious of this himself: “ Sometimes,” he 
admits, “ hurt by the things that are done, I have 
perhaps been too violent.”

While the book ranges widely over the world for 
instances of discrimination, the author’s own West 
Indies come comparatively little into the picture. He 
tells of the friendship his family in Trinidad always 
had from the white cocoa planter who employed his 
father as overseer. As a young man he worked for 
about £2 a week for an oil company, which in 1947 
offered him a welfare post with a four-figure salary. 
Now the fine amenities provided by the Trinidad oil 
companies for their employees, both white and coloured, 
are well known, and his reasons for finally turning the 
job down are not wholly convincing.

The author mentions the almost frantic drift away 
from agriculture and towards office work in the West 
Indies, as a result of which these fertile islands have to 
import some of their agricultural produce. “ When I 
return there, which I hope to do quite soon, it is my plan 
to farm a fair amount of land . . . partly to show 
others of my race that there is nothing dishonourable 
in working with one’s own hands or in growing food 
that people need.” As regards British Guiana’s recent 
troubles, Mr. Constantine professes to give an account 
of what really happened,” an account which is scarcely 
fair either to government or to the sugar planters, whose 
problems he can have had no opportunity of studying.

bor the rest, the author favours mixed marriages, 
holds a watching brief for Jomo Kenyatta and Dr. 
Jagan, will not concede that pure Negro rule exists 
even in Liberia and objects to Negro’s being spelt with 
a small “ n,” while his advocacy of things Russian would 
suggest, did one not know better, that like his friend, Paul 
Robeson, he had been bitten by the Communist bug. 
As regards the United States, he is inconsistent. In 
one chapter he seems to indicate that there Negroes 
can only hope for subservient jobs, while later in another 
context he points proudly to the fact there are 4,000 
qualified Negro physicians and surgeons, and about 
73,000 Negro teachers, professors and college dons.

He identifies himself with the following Negro aims, 
which on the face of them seem not unreasonable ’ 
(1) Equality of opportunity; (2) Equal pay for equal 
work; (3) Equal protection of the laws; (4) Equal

* Colour Bar. By Learie Constantine, M.B.E. With 20 
Illustrations. London : Stanley Paul & Co. Ltd. 84- in x 
w Tt JP>193' • net’ or Post iree from the
West India Committee, 13s.

recognition of the dignity of the human being; (5) 
Abolition of public segregation ; to be followed later by 
(6) Equality of suffrage. What he longs to see is a 
Negro captain leading out an All-Empire team in a test 
match against the Rest of the World. Uneven and 
occasionally repetitive, this work is manifestly one of 
great sincerity. Its finest passage is its first: “ Whilst 
I was writing this book, a white man and a coloured 
man together climbed the highest peak in the world. 
There are no heights to which we cannot rise . . . 
together.”

It is strange how few of our publishers appear to be 
index-conscious. Here is a book which cries out for one.

G.N.K.
Roger Mais’s New Novel

lyiR. Roger Mais has now written his second short 
Jamaican novel,* which in many respects resembles 

his earlier work, The Hills Were Joyful Together, reviewed 
in these columns in August, 1953.

He again sets his scene in a slum lane of Kingston, 
and by dealing in turns—in a series, as it were, of film 
flashes—with each group of humble folk, builds up a 
striking impression of the whole quarter. The author 
succeeds in gaining our understanding of and sympathy 
for his characters, each of which is vividly portrayed but 
has also his or her unity in the general pattern.

The story revolves round the age-old conflict between 
the forces of good, as exemplified by the bearded hero, 
Bra’ Man, an eccentric, scarcely credible saint, and those 
of evil, typified by Bra’ Ambo, the obeah-man, and 
Papacita, the passer of counterfeit coins. It is told 
largely in dialogue of pure Jamaica Negro idiom, which 
is undoubtedly true to life. Each chapter is preceded 
by a Chorus of People in the Lane,” providing in 
semi-poetical form the populace’s reactions to the 
incidents in the story. At first Bra’ Man (who is com­
passionately portrayed throughout) is acclaimed and 
venerated by his fellows ; later, through no fault of his 
own, he is humiliated and subjected to physical violence.

Mr. Mais’s highly individual style is occasionally 
reminiscent of the Authorized Version, for instance in 
such a passage as “ They washed his [Bra’ Man’s] 
wounds between them, and dressed them, and bound 
them up, and laid him in his bed. And when they 
had made an end of all these things, Nathaniel went to 
his own home.” It is marred by a few literary lapses, 
such as “ He was not prepared to go to the length of 
supporting another man’s child, what with the cost of 
things what it was in these days ” or “ He literally 
writhed underneath her scorn.”

Nevertheless the book gives a forceful picture of 
lowly life and is a worthy example of the current 
literary flowering in the West Indies. There are 
13 illustrations by the author, done in charcoal in the 
contemporary manner. G.N.K.

History of the B.W. L
A review of the History of the British West Indies, 

by Sir Alan Burns, will appear in next issue. The book 
was recently published by George Allen & Unwin Ltd. 
at 70/- net.

'Brother Man. ByRogerMais. With drawings by the Author. 
London: Jonathan Cape. 7| in. x 5 in. pp. 191. Price, 12s. 6d. 
net, or post free from the West India Committee, 13s.
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Revised Food Standards

T'he Minister of Food, Major the Rt. Hon. Gwilym 
x Lloyd-George, M.P., has approved for publication 
a revised report presented to the Food Standards 
Committee by their Metallic Contamination Sub-Com­
mittee recommending the introduction of limits for lead 
in foods.

An earlier report on this subject by the Sub-Committee 
was published in December, 1951. Since then the 
Sub-Committee have reviewed the representations 
received from trade and other interests and the revised 
report replaces the earlier report.

The revised report recommends that statutory effect 
should be given to the limits now proposed and that any 
statutory limit prescribed should be subject to periodical 
review.

The Food Standards Committee have adopted the 
report of their Sub-Committee and before taking any 
action on it the Minister of Food will receive any further 
representations which interested parties may wish to 
make. They should be addressed to the Assistant 
Secretary, Food Standards and Labelling Division, 
Ministry of Food, Great Westminster House, Horseferry 
Road, London, S.W.l, and they should be lodged not 
later than October 31st, 1954. Copies of the report 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or from any book­
seller (price 6d. plus postage). .

The Sub-Committee confirm the appropriateness ot 
the general limits previously recommended, i.e. 0.2 part 
per million (p.p.m.) lead for beverages ready to drink 
and 2 p.p.m. for other foods. For a few foods it has 
been considered appropriate to recommend a ower 
limit than 2 p.p.m. On the other hand the Sub-Com­
mittee’s original inquiries, and subsequent represen a 
tions, have drawn attention to items of food and drink 
to which these general limits could not at present. be 
applied, principally foods liable to contamination from 
the container, concentrated foods and substances m the 
nature of food adjuncts which only enter into the diet 
in small quantities. The foods and drinks which cannot 
be brought within the general limits or ,
subjected to lower limits, and the limits reco
in each case, are as follows :—

Article of Food.

(i) Beverages
Concentrated soft drinks (but

Limit recommended in 
parts per million 

(p.p.m.) by weight.

in- 
the

not 
ineluding concentrates used 

manufacture of soft drinks)
Brandy, gin and geneva, rum and

whisky ... ••• ••• ■" -
Wines, liqueurs, alcoholic cordials and 

cocktails and alcoholic liquors not 
otherwise specified ...

Beer ... ... .. • • • •
Cider ... ... ... -•
Fruit and vegetable juices (including 

tomato juice but not including lime 
juice and lemon juice) ••• ••• J

(ii) Other Foods j
Anhydrous dextrose and dextros 

monohydrate...
Edible oils and fats ... ••• *7
Refined white sugar (sulphated as

content not exceeding 0.03 per cen ) J

0.5 p.p.m.

1 p.p.m.

0.5 p.p m.

Ice cream, iced lollies and similar 
frozen confections ...

Canned fish
Canned meats ...
Dried or dehydrated vegetables (other 

than onions) ...
Tomato purée paste or powder contain­

ing 25 per cent or more total solids...
Edible gelatin ...
Meat extracts and hydrolysed protein

All types of sugar, sugar syrups, invert 
sugar and direct consumption 
coloured sugars with a sulphated ash 
content exceeding 1.0 per cent

Raw sugars except those sold for direct 
consumption or used for manu­
facturing purposes other than the 
manufacture of refined sugar

Edible molasses
Caramel ...
Liquid and solid glucose and starch 

conversion products with a sul­
phated ash content exceeding 1.0 
per cent

Cocoa powder ...

Ì

Ì

5

5Yeast and yeast products

Chemicals which may be used in foods 
and for which a lead limit is specified 
in the British Pharmacopoea or 
British Pharmaceutical Codex

Tea
Dehydrated onions
Dried herbs and spices ................
Flavourings
Alginic acid, alginates, agar, carrageen 

and similar products derived from 
sea-weed

Liquid pectin ... ... ••• •"
Chemicals not otherwise specified, used 

as ingredients or in the preparation 
of processing of foods

Food colourings (other than caramel)

1 p.p.m.

5 p.p.m.

5 p.p.m.

5 p.p.m.

5 p.p.m.

5 p.p.m.

p.p.m. on the dry 
fat-free substance.

p.p.m. on the dry 
matter.

"The limits specified 
in the edition of 
the British Phar- 

' macopoea or British
Pharmaceutical 
Codex current 
from time to time.

10 p.p.m.

20 p.p.m. on the dry 
colouring matter.

50 p.p.m.
which lead may occurSolid Pectin ... • -

far as shell-fish and Crustacea in ------- -
naturally in amounts

S6*™ 2 P P ”-be permitted if it can be shown 

that the lead is natural to the fish.

The general limit of 2 parts per million it is recom­
mended would apply inter aha to concentrates used in 
Se manufacture of soft drinks, to lime juice and lemon 
iuice and to all types of sugar, sugar syrups, invert 
sugars and starch conversion products other than those 
for which limits of 0.5 p.p.m. or 5 p.p.m. are specified.

The subscription for Membership of the I^s( India 
Committee, which is payable on electron » £1 per 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms etc in 
the Ze of individuals elected on or after Ju y 1st the 
initial subscription is 15s and in that of firms £2 12s. 6d. 
Subscriptions are renewable on January 1st.S Any individual member of the West India Committee 

is eligible for Life Membership on
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s.
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West Indian Club Visitors from Overseas

Presiding at the annual general meeting of the West 
17 Indian Club, Mr. J. M. Campbell spoke of the value 
of numbers, as regards membership, in meeting a period 
of ever-increasing expenditure such as the present while 
maintaining subscriptions at a reasonable level. He 
commended to all interested in the West Indies the 
policy that it is a good thing to support a club here in 
London which West Indians can call their own, and 
where they can be sure of meeting people with West 
Indian interests.

The club premises, comfortable and well furnished, 
provide an agreeable meeting place for home and 
overseas members and their guests. Meals and refresh­
ment are available at reasonable prices in the dining 
room and bar. There is a reading and writing room in 
which television has recently been installed, and the 
table in the billiards room has the reputation of being 
one of the best club tables in London. Whitehall Court 
provide a restaurant and lounge for the use of members 
and their lady guests, and members are also offered the 
use for short or long terms of the flats at Whitehall 
Court. Full particulars and form of application for 
membership may be obtained from the club secretary, 4, 
Whitehall Court, London, S.W.l.

The officers of the club for 1953/54 are as follows : 
chairman, Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques; vice-chairman, 
Mr. J. M. Campbell; treasurers, Mr. A. E. V. Barton and 
Mr. H. R. Guy. Other members of committee, Mr. E. A. 
Andrews, Mr. E. A. St. C. Davson, Mr. G. M. Eccles, 
Mr. Garnet H. Gordon, Sir Charles Jeffries, Mr. S. D. 
Jupp, Mr. G. D. McAlister, Mr. S. R. Mence, Mr. E. 
Palmer and Sir Frederick Seaford. Secretary, Mr. R. L. 
Payne.

B.W. I. Sugar Production

The following particulars of 1952 and 1953 production, 
and estimates of 1954 production and local consumption, 
for the sugar-producing territories which are members 
of the British West Indies Sugar Association, sum­
marizes the latest information received by the West 
India Committee :—

Crop Results and Forecasts
(long tons of sugar)

Local and 
Neighbouring 
Consumption

Production

Antigua ................
Barbados} ...
British Guiana
Jamaica ................
St. Kitts ................
St. Lucia ...
Trinidad ................

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871
50,613

9,203 
137,358

1953
31,991 

160,751 
240,176 
330,237

51,579
10,392

152,618

Estimate 
1954

12,504* 
178,959* 
246,000 
362,908$
50,000
8,771*

172,767*

1953
2,780 

12,645 
16,390 
49,020
3,619
1,668 

23,060

Estimate 
1954
1,550

12,700
16,600 
45,000
4,200
1,550 

23,025

St. Vincent................

907,866 977,744 1,031,909 109,182 104,625
3,365 3,548 3,852* — 2,000

of and export figures include Fancy Molasses at 290 wine gallons/ton

Î 4,000 shipped in 1953.

Tt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
A members of the West India Committee visiting this country 
would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence dispatched.
Mr. F. W. Allen
Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. C. R. Armstrong
Mr. L. E. Ashenheim
His Honour Chief Justice Sir 

Peter Bell
Captain Peter Blagrove, M.C.
Captain H. G. Briggs, R.N. (Rtd.)
Mr. L. A. Bushe
Mr. H. C. Cahusac
Mr. E. B. Chapman
Lieut.-Colonel J. Connell, 

O.B.E., E.D.
Mr. V. A. Cooper
Hon. J. Leslie Cundall, Q.C., M.A.
Mr. W. I. G. Davies, B.Sc.
Mr. C. M. E. Davson
Mr. St. Yves de Verteuil, M.B.E.
Lady Dorothy de Verteuil
Mr. Andre C. du Boulay
Mr. T. F. A. Duncan
Mr. G. M. Eccles
Mr. John Findlay
Mr. B. W. Fisher
Mr. G. A. Fitzpatrick
Mr. James Forbes
Mr. W. N. Foster, M.A.
Mr. R. O. Girling
Mr. F. O. Gonzalez, B.Sc., 

M.R.C.V.S.
Professor F. Hardy, C.B.E.
Mr. O. M. Henzell

Mr. William S. Hindle 
Mr. D. K. Hodgson 
Captain E. Earle Hughes 
Mr. G. H. Hunte 
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson 
Mr. J. M. Knox
Captain R. Landry 
Dr. Alfred McDonald 
Mr. G. T. MacDonald 
Mr. R. G. F. Mandeville 
Captain H. V. M. Metivier, 

O.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., B.Sc.
Mr. R. Sydney Miller 
Mr. George B. Motrin 
Mr. A. E. Muschett 
Mr. K. J. Pearson 
Hon. H. E. Pengelley 
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, O.B.E. 
Mr. C. L. Pitt 
Mr. J. A. D. Rapsey 
Mr. A. Moir Reid, O.B.E. 
Mr. W. C. Rennie
Mr. N. F. Ross
Dr. L. R. Sharples
Mr. J. Slater
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson
Mr. P. E. Turner, O.B.E., 

M.Sc., F.R.I.C.
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Hon. J. H. Wilkinson,O.B.E. 
Mr. Roy Wilson

U.K. Beet Sugar

Jn his review of the 1953/54 beet sugar campaign in the
United Kingdom the chairman of the British Sugar 

Corporation, Ltd., Sir Alan Saunders, stated that the 
sugar produced was 748,935 tons, of which 464,730 tons 
were in the form of white sugar and 284,205 tons were 
in the form of raw sugar. Of the raws, more than 
200,000 tons were delivered in bulk to the refiners, and 
bulk delivery of white sugar to manufacturers was 
introduced for the first time.

The acreage under sugar beet totalled 402,477 acres, 
grown by 38,191 farmers, the average acreage per 
farmer being 10.54. The factories dealt with an average 
slice of 42,578 tons per day, a record figure which beats 
the previous highest (41,115 tons per day in 1952/53) 
by 1,463 tons per day.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
July production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 265,969 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc- 
tmn for five weeks ended August 2nd was 584,899 barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for July was 283,287 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of July 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 552,642 barrels.
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The Homeward Mail
-----------♦----------

ANTIGUA

FAIR Rains. In a letter from St. John’s dated 
August 20th, our correspondent Miss Helen 
Goodwin writes: “The weather continues variable. 

Fair rains have fallen all over the island and the lawns 
and pastures are beautifully green, yet there has been 
no one fall of rain that has exceeded two inches. It is 
still hot and to-day there are appearances of weather 
disturbances which may mean heavy rain.

Helping the Blind. “Miss Elizabeth Moody Stuart, 
regional officer of the British Empire Society for the 
Blind in the Caribbean area, is at present in Antigua 
and on the 18th addressed a special meeting of Friends 
of the Blind’ in the Convent Hall. She spoke to an 
appreciative audience, and as the meeting became 
informal, Miss Moody 
Stuart answered con- 
structively the many 
and varied questions 
put to her. In his 
vote of thanks at the 
conclusion of the 
meeting, Mr. Buntin, 
one of the members of 
our local committee, 
thanked Miss Moody 
Stuart, ‘whose 
efficiency,’ he said, 
‘ was obvious and was 
enhanced by the 
human touch.’

“ Our School for the 
Blind, which will now 
be known as ‘ The 
Workshop,’ is about 
to be moved from a 
building slightly out 
of the town to a more 
central position in the 
town, and we hope 
that this move will 
make it possible for a 
larger number of of

the West Demerara Union oí A^y)
blind people to attend. 
Miss Moody Stuart will 
be seeing the two boys 
from Antigua who Riind in Trinidad
have been sent to a School for the Blind in inn
and will report on their progress. ,

Leaving the Island. -Mr. Stanley Sha^extr^ 

mural representative in connexion wi take
College of the West Indies, eavesusona great 
up work in Bristol, England. His g & st active 
Joss to the island as Mr. Sharp. as furthering
both in the giving of extra-mural classes ana 
dramatic art in the island. M Geoffrey N.

“ Leaving us also on the same ay . who,
Davis, cashier of Barclays Bank (D.C. and u ) 

after spending some months in England, will be working 
in Jamaica. Mr. Davis has shown great interest in the 
local tennis clubs and has for some time been hon. 
treasurer of the A.L.T.C.

Obituary. “ The news of the death of Mr. Justice 
Wooding, formerly our Attorney General, has been a 
great shock to us all, and we extend our sympathy to 
Mrs. Wooding and family. Two of his daughters, Mrs. 
D. Mendes and Miss Nova Wooding, still live in Antigua.”

BARBADOS
The Weather. The Director of Agriculture, in his 

report on the work of his department for the month of 
Tune, states : “ Total rainfall for the month of June 
was below the average. In the majority of districts 
the first fortnight of the month was comparatively 

dry. During the 
- rar.................................- second half, moderate

to heavy showers fell, 
the heaviest and most 
widely distributed 
being on June 16th 
and 26th.

According to rain­
fall returns received 
from 37 stations, 
situated in the various 
rainfall categories of 
the island, the highest 
total fall was 7.04 
inches, measured at a 
station situated on the 
border of the parishes 
of St. Philip and St. 
John, and the lowest 
was 3.10 inches, re­
corded at a station in 
the lowlands of St. 
Andrew.

Sugar Production. 
“ According to returns 
received to date, the 
actual total production 
of sugar for 1954, in- 
eluding fancy 
molasses, is 178,959 
tons. As the total
acreage of canes har-

3‘PeXnt Sugar Cane. “ Young plant and ratoon 
can“^^^^

«°«- 
ammonia during the month.

Moth Borer Control. “ During the month a total
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to cane growers. This brings the total bred up to date 
to 275,006,000 and the amount liberated to 240,630,000. 
Weekly checks of moth borer egg deposition and 
parasitism continued at Codrington Experimental 
Station. One check was made for the incidence of 
moth borer infestation between a half cane field treated 
with Gamma and the untreated half field used as control 
at Whitehall plantation.

Fishing Industry. “ Fishing operations during the 
month were somewhat interrupted due to high winds 
and rough seas, especially on the eastern side of the 
island. Catches on the west and north-western sections 
were above average.

Fish marketed through the three main fish markets 
for the month, was : Bridgetown Fish Market, 47,093 
lb. ; Speightstown Fish Market, 53,329 lb. ; Oistins 
Fish Market, 9,809 lb.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Development and Tax Concessions. Our corres­

pondent, writing from British Honduras on August 
23rd, states : “ Mr. Arthur Shenfield, lawyer and 
economist, visited the colony during August to review 
the income tax concessions and to advise the Government 
regarding the encouragement of development. Speaking 
over radio B.H.B.S. Mr. Shenfield made some forthright 
criticisms, particularly in respect of the lack of popula­
tion and of local enterprise. He believed the colony 
to be well-endowed in natural resources but that we were 
not making a good showing in the use of them. One 
step in the right direction would be, he said, a readiness 
to admit settlers from elsewhere.

Arts Festival. “ The Festival of Arts, which is 
under the auspices of the extra-mural department of 
the University College of the West Indies, proved a 
successful week which included singing, elocution and 
drama.

Hummingbird Highway. “ This road, the opening 
of which a few months ago was described in this column, 
has already seriously deteriorated.’ Heavy rains and 
floods are in part, but not wholly, responsible.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Sugar. Writing from Georgetown on August 20th 

our correspondent states : “ The start of the autumn 
crop was a little delayed by the prolonged rains but all 
estates are now grinding. In spite of a drop in the spring 
crop due to the after-effects of unfavourable weather 
last autumn, and of the strikes inspired by the People’s 
Progressive Party at that time, it is hoped to make 
23o,000 tons or more this year. Much depends on the 
attitude of labour. The P.P.P. are trying to organize 
strikes in protest against the imprisonment of their 
leaders, and there may be labour trouble when Dr 
Jagan and his associates are released from jail in 
September, but some people think that the workers 
have been inveigled into unprofitable strikes by the 
P.P.P. too often to be easily fooled again.

SoH Survey “Mr. T A. Jones, Reader in soils 
mJ 9?UeSe of Tropical Agriculture, and
Mr. C Wnght, soil surveyor from the Soil Bureau of 
New Zealand, are making a soil survey of the colony 
for the Colonial Development and Welfare Organization

Economic Survey. “ Dr. A. R, Brest and Mr. 

W. G. Demas, British economists, recently conducted a 
statistical survey of the colony’s public finances.

Irrigation Scheme. “ The $6,000,000 Boeraserie 
scheme, which is expected to make secure the water 
supply of the West Demerara district and to bring into 
drainage and irrigation about 50,000 more acres of land, 
has been started. The contract has been awarded to 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., a well-known British 
firm of contractors.

Politics. “ Mr. Fred Bowman, a P.P.P. ex-member 
of the House of Assembly was fined $50 or two months’ 
imprisonment for violating the restrictions placed on his 
movements by the Governor under the Emergency 
Regulations ; and ‘ Rory ’ Westmaas, another P.P.P. 
leader, was fined $150 or three months’ imprisonment 
for a similar offence. For being found in possession of 
banned literature, Mr. Bowman and Dr. Lachhmansingh 
were fined $150 or three months’ imprisonment. Dr. 
Lachhmansingh elected to take the jail sentence.

“ Colony-wide raids on homes of known P.P.P. 
adherents have yielded a fair harvest of subversive 
literature. A police constable has been dismissed from 
the force for ‘ security reasons.’ It is understood that 
he was found typing certain information addressed to 
Mr. Sydney King, an ex-Minister of the P.P.P. govern­
ment. Two other constables have been asked to 
resign following inquiry into a dynamite explosion, 
fortunately ineffective, in a Berbice police station.

“ A bill to ensure stricter control of explosives has 
been passed, under which there is a penalty of $1,000 
or 12 months’ imprisonment for unlawful possession of 
explosives. Another bill forbids political parties and 
trade unions to make public collections. Collections 
for charity may be made only by permission of the 
Commissioner of Police.

“ The Daily Argosy has been demanding the suppres­
sion of the P.P.P. weekly paper, Thunder, and indeed it is 
difficult to understand why it is allowed to be freely 
published when similar literature from abroad is banned 
by Government.

“Jai Naraine Singh, an ex-Minister of the P.P.P. 
government, has concluded ‘ an explanatory tour ’ of 
South America, and is reported as saying that he is 
coming home ‘ to work for the liberation of Guiana.’

U.S. Information Bureau. “ Mr. Lawrence Norrie, 
of the United States Information Service for the British 
West Indies, visited the colony and plans to set up here 
a. service intended to interpret to America the cultural 
life of the people of the British Caribbean and to interpret 
to British Caribbean people democracy as America 
sees it.

Credit Corporation. “ Mr. A. C. Grieve, Regional 
Controller of the Colonial Development Corporation

Ule- WeSt Indies, has been appointed a member of 
the British Guiana Credit Corporation by the Governor.

Education. " The Legislature have voted money 
for the granting of 24 more government county scholar­
ships this year. This will bring the total of these 
scholarships to 50.”
By cable from our Correspondent August 30th.

Sabotage Investigations. “ After police investiga- 
ions into sabotage of recent months nine P.P-P- 

adherents, including Mr. Oudit Jagan, Dr. Cheddi Jagan s
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brother, have been detained under the emergency 
regulations ‘ to prevent their acting in a manner 
prejudicial to public safety and order.’ Police found 
hidden explosives and other materials and have in­
formation establishing the existence of an extremist 
sabotage gang. The atmosphere here is quite normal 
and sabotage attempts have only tended to alienate 
public opinion. The full Court of Appeal dismissed 
Mrs. Jagan’s appeal against her sentence of $250 or three 
months’ imprisonment for holding a meeting without 
permission.

Manganese Mining. “ The Northwest Guiana 
Mining Co., a locally incorporated subsidiary of United 
States, Canadian and British mining interests, is in the 
final stages of negotiation with the Government for 
concessions in the northwest district where „they will 
soon begin large scale mining of manganese.

JAMAICA
Banana Industry. Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. 

Jacobs, in a letter from Kingston dated August 26th, 
states: “ The banana insurance fund, which was 
exhausted by the 1951 hurricane, has now reached 
£900,000, as against a pre-humcane figure of £oOO,OUU. 
Thus three years have built up the fund to nearly twice 
the size reached in five years before the hurricane. 
This accelerated accumulation is mainly due to tne 
much higher cess levied for the fund (now Is. 6d. a 
bunch as against 6d. in 1951) ; but in addition ou pu 
is now far above pre-hurricane level. Good cane land 
in Vere is now being put under bananas by the West 
Indies Sugar Co., which aims at having 2,50 acres o 
bananas on its Monymusk estates.

Cocoa and Pimento Prices. “ The prices fixed. for 
cocoa by the Cocoa Marketing Board have been raised 
by 25 per cent as from August 18th, as a result of t e 
increase of prices abroad. The price o pime 
been raised as from August 19th by Id. Per * nt 
the reserves held by Government because the current 
crop is small and the minor producers have therefore 
suffered a sharp reduction of cash income.

Maize and Rice Production “ Spring sowings of 
maize are yielding a heavy crop this year, exp ,• 
over 1,000 tons more than last years correspond ng 
crop. Rice plantings in mid-Clarendon may be as high 
as 1,500 acres this year, as against 500 m 19 . Y 
in that area is about 2,000 lb per acre ¿ocal demand 
is now unable to absorb nee bran available^during crop 
and shipments totalling 250 tons have been made to 

the United Kingdom. ,
Civil Service. “ Government has awarded scholar- 

ships to eight civil servants (one o -ntments in 
to enable them to qualify for higher appointments 

the local services. ,

the defence regulations, largely a 
local use of scrap metal.

New Packaging Plant “ Amalgamated 
Industries (Rhodesia) Ltd. have paper sacks,
subsidiary to produce cardboard cartons, paper 

and similar articles. . MDisplay Award Winners. “ The Jamaica Manu 

facturers’ Association’s silver cup for the best display 
at the Industrial Fair was awarded to Ariguanabo Mills. 
[See last Circular, page 219.]

Air Services. “ A new company, Jamaica Inter­
national Airlines Ltd., has applied to the Government 
for approval of flights between Jamaica (Palisadoes and 
Montego Bay) and New York, Havana, Caracas, and 
Miami. The company has both Jamaica and American 
capital, and hopes to provide low-cost air-transport by 
eliminating expensive luxuries. It is expected that 
this will help the off-season tourist business, when 
Americans, for example, who would otherwise take 
advantage of the cut rates at hotels, are deterred by 
the high cost of air travel.

Statistician Leaves. “ Mr. Roe Goodman, American 
statistician loaned to the Central Bureau of Statistics 
two years ago by the United Nations, left the island in 
mid-August after completing his work which is expected 
to be of permanent value.

Poliomyelitis. “ About 100 cases of poliomyelitis 
have been reported in the last few weeks. Small numbers 
are reported every year, but the present outbreak is felt 
to call for special measures, and a polio specialist, Dr. 
Melville McKenzie, arrived on August 25th from the 
United Kingdom, while more ‘ iron lungs have been 
secured.

Obituary. “ The Ven. Archdeacon H. F. R. Sharpe 
died on August 9th after some 60 years in Holy Orders 
The Bishop of Kingston took part in the funeral service 
at Retreat, in St. Mary, where the Archdeacon was born, 
spent the last 27 years of his active ministry as Rector, 
and eventually died in retirement.

“ Mr. W. F. Tyler, author of Pulling Strings inChina 
and one of the pioneers of air conditioning, died at 
Mandeville, where he had resided for 17 years^August 
1st at the age of 88. A versatile man with many 
interests, Mr. Tyler was for long in the ^rvice of Chma 
in various capacities, and was decorated by both the

23rd aeed 83 A Canadian, for many years 
On Of the Bank of Nova Scotia in Jamaica, he

• 1942 for his services here m many
Canada ...1, In «h.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Shantv Town. Our correspondent in a newsletter 

c” °tfo ^Hgate conditions at the shanty 

=if.

year showed children. In recommending
lation of 190 adults.ana oo a councillor
warnaedPthatmunless something was done quickly this 
fertile ground would breed both diseases and com- 

munism. _
.. j Qaif Hein Homes : “A Government experi- 

, m aided seh-Wp houses near Point Fortin is 
nearing1completion after eight months. Fifteen workers



260 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR September, 1954

who had no experience in house-building have built 
15 houses for themselves in their spare-time. The 
Government provided a certain amount of technical 
assistance in the shape of two full-time carpenters who 
knew a little about masonry and provided a loan 
guarantee to cover the cost of the materials of about 
$1,500 for a house. The building group comprised 
mainly oilfield workers, but they included a taxi driver, 
a telephone company workman, a works and hydraulics 
turncock and a domestic servant. The houses consist 
of two bedrooms, a sitting-dining room and outdoor 
bathroom and lavatory built of hollowclay bricks. 
The proud owners are just about ready to move in and 
to demolish the old ramshackle huts in which they are 
now living. The Government has already provided 
$200,000 for loans for similar schemes in other districts.

Motor-Bus Concessionnaires. “ There are six 
bus operators in Trinidad who have Government con­
cessions to operate, but, principally owing to severe 
competition from roving taxis, they find it difficult to 
cover their operating costs. They have now been 
exempted from payment of import duties and licensing 
fees with effect from July 1st, 1952. The policy of the 
Government is that public transport should be operated 
by private enterprise and the Minister of Communica­
tions has said that it is unlikely that this policy will be 
changed as they have no wish to operate the bus service 
themselves.

“ Public opinion is extremely disappointed with this 
policy as it is felt that the number of taxis using the 
roads should at least be limited if not reduced to curb 
the competition which is crippling the buses ; it is 
indeed an exhibition of weakness in dealing with the 
present problem. The rapid increase of traffic on 
Trinidad roads is a major phenomenon of these times 
and it is doubtful if there is any other country in the 
world which would award concessions to bus operators 
on prescribed routes and then permit an unlimited 
number of taxis to run a competitive service over the 
same routes. The purpose of bus concessions was to 
ensure orderly, regular, reliable and safe road passenger 
transport, and surely every effort should be made to 
promote this policy in the interest of the travelling 
public. The accident record of taxis alone is con­
vincing evidence of this need.

Infectious Diseases. “This year 1954 is witnessing 
a very serious outbreak of poliomyelitis and already the 
number of cases reported has reached 100. Considerable 
official and public concern has been created and the 
Minister of Health has recently asked the United King­
dom to send an expert to help the colony fight the out-

“ To add to these troubles one or two yellow fever 
cases have been notified. Active steps are being taken 
by the Health Department to inoculate residents of the 
areas where infection is most likely. Special schemes are 
being put into operation to inoculate personnel employed 
in the oilfields and on the sugar estates, and as time 
goes by the coverage will become wider and wider.

“ Several shipping companies showed alarm bv 
anchoring their vessels out in the stream and refusing 
FldprTr the ships, the vessels of the
Elders & Fyffes Line being notable exceptions. It is 

understood that three ships which were recently en 
route here for bunkers were diverted to another port 
because of the yellow fever scare. Local opinion 
maintains that these shipping companies are making a 
mountain out of a mole hill but there is no doubt that 
precaution must be exercised to prevent a spread of the 
disease. Local residents travelling overseas are all 
required to be vaccinated before leaving.

Caribbean Tourist Association. “ The Govern­
ment of Trinidad has now decided to join the Caribbean 
Tourist Association which has been hailed by the 
public as a very welcome decision. The reason why the 
colony had not joined the association before was said 
by the Government not to be for lack of sympathy but 
purely on financial ground, and economies to be effected 
in running the Trinidad Tourist Board will enable the 
Government to allocate the necessary funds for Trinidad 
to play its proper part in the Caribbean Tourist Asso­
ciation.

Landslides on North Coast Road. “ Torrential 
rains, estimated at eight inches, have caused a large 
number of landslides on the North Coast Road to 
Maracas Bay, and the bay itself has been flooded with 
muddy water which overflowed from the mountain 
stream running at the back of the bay. Visitors and 
residents were marooned at the bay, one motor car was 
washed out to sea and seven others had to be abandoned. 
Fishermen made their way on foot precariously over 
the landslides to take their fish to market. The once 
golden sands now look like the mud flats of the Caroni 
Swamp. These landslides are said to be the worst 
since the road has been built and have broken away 
the road at several points. The Department of Works 
and Hydraulics estimates that it will be several weeks 
before the road is cleared and the bay re-opened for 
bathers and tourists.

Tobago Export Industry. “ Tobago is expected 
to start exporting bacon, ham, hot dogs and sausages 
later on this year when a new pioneer-aided factory 
begins operation. This is the first project of its kind 
in the West Indies and it is hoped that other West 
Indian islands will provide an export market with the 
United Kingdom providing an outlet for any surplus. 
When the factory is in full swing it is expected that 
work will be found for about 200 people. The pigs that 
are to provide the bacon and the ham are all of a famous 
variety, and in the last Annual Tobago Agricultural 
Society Exhibition, the animals were awarded first, 
second and third prizes in some of the events. Indeed 
one sow produced the world’s record weight for a litter 
of pigs—-over 60 lb. [Reference to the initiation of this 
enterprise was made in the Circular, January, 1954, 
page 8.]

1953 Trade Balance. “ Figures just released show 
that exports from Trinidad and Tobago during 1953 
exceeded imports by over $20,000,000, by far the 
highest favourable trade balance recorded in any year. 
The value of food exports reached the all-time record of 
$44,000,000. Overall $256,000,000 worth of produce 
was exported and goods to the value of $236,000,000 
imported. Trinidad exports last year found their way 
to over 100 different countries.’’
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West Indies at Westminster

JS reported in the Circular for August the House of 
& Commons adjourned for the summer recess on July 
30th. The following questions had to be held over from 
that issue owing to pressure of space :—

U.K. Sugar. Asked by Mr. Janner when it was intended to 
introduce legislation to place the home-grown sugar industry 
on a permanent basis, Dr. Hill, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Food, in a written answer of July 28th stated that the 
matter was still under consideration.

Maude Bill in Barbados. Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, what progress had been made by the 
Select Committee of the House of Assembly in Barbados in 
connexion with the Maude Bill ; and when it was likely to be 
put into operation.

In a written answer of July 27th, Mr. Lyttelton stated that 
the bill to which the hon. Member referred had passed through 
all stages in the Barbados Legislature and it remained for the 
Government of Barbados to decide when to put it into operation.

Female Franchise in Bahamas. Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what progress had been 
made by the Select Committee of the House of Assembly in 
Bermuda with the proposal to grant the franchise to women m 
the territory. +

Mr. Lyttelton stated in his written answer of July 27th that 
he understood the hon. Member’s Question referred to t e 
Select Committee of the House of Assembly in the Bahamas. 
The committee had not yet presented a report.

Jamaica Police Force. Mr. Callaghan asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what reply he had received from the 
Governor of Jamaica to his letter of May 11th last, asking for a 
report on the delay in arriving at a decision on the request oi 
Mr. Hudstan Howell, 54, Londom Square, Cardiff, to be rein­
stated in the Jamaica police force.In a written answer of July 28th, Mr. Hopkinson, who replied 
said that the Acting Governor stated that when Mr. Howell 
had completed 10 years’ service he was allowed to re-enhst for 
six months on probation, but that his re-enhstme rprnrd in 
confirmed. No claim for his reinstatement was on record 
Jamaica.

British Immigrants in Trinidad Mr. D. Jones asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the total num ordered 
citizens, natives of West Indian territories, who had been 
to leave Trinidad within the last month; and what was the reason 
for the directive, ordering a British Commonwealth citizen to 
TaSn ^f July 28th, Hopkinson w^

stated that during the period J une 16th to J«1/ ’ ordered
persons from other British West Indian colomes were ordered 
to leave Trinidad. These were all prohibited immigrants und 
the Trinidad Immigration (Restriction) Or ina •

Lotteries in Colonies. Sir J- Lucas, asked the Secr^ary 
State for the Colonies how many colonies par_
monwealth had official lotteries ; and if he wou g y 
“^written answer of July 29 th Mr. Hopkinson, "^of 
State for the Colonies, stated that lotteries ru^by^ Ma*gta and 
ments for government revenue purposes . jn tlie
Gibraltar and would shortly be started i 'Weifare Services 
Federation of Malaya there was a Social and Welfare 
Lotteries Board established by ordinance oBsed to promote 
High Commissioner in Council, which was 
Public lotteries for social and welfare purposes.

Kildare Land Settlement. Mr. Driberg. ^^^^10 provide 
of State for the Colonies what steps were £ nt Portland, 
Practical help at the Kildare Land, on tha’t land with- 
Jamaica, for ex-Service men who were resettie -ti SUch as
out an adequate water supply or othe notice to quit
Proper marketing arrangements, and w arrears with the
by August 31st, 1954, because theywerein ^reare 
^payment of the instalments of the high purchase pr

, x in a written answer of 
Mr. Hopkinson, who replied, stated cp+tlement had an 

Joly 28th that he was ¡¿formed that the settlemen 

adequate water supply close by and that there was no difficulty 
in marketing coconuts, which were its main crop. The ex- 
Service settlers were provided with a house and land and other 
assistance on generous terms but were required to make small 
half-yearly repayments. Many had not done so and had not 
developed their land. The Jamaica Government were taking 
proceedings against a few of the worst defaulters.

National Service. Asked by Sir Wavell Wakefield how 
many of the immigrants from the British Commonwealth, 
during the last annual period for which statistics were available, 
had the question of their National Service examined during the 
two-year period, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Labour and National Service, Mr. Watkinson, stated in a written 
answer of July 1st that that information was not available.

British Honduras Government. Mr. Sorensen asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he would make a statement 
to the House in respect of the present government in British 
Honduras ; what were the main legislative proposals of that 
government; and the relationship between the government 
and the Governor. .

Mr. Hopkinson, who replied, stated in a written answer ot 
July 28th that the constitutional changes referred to in the 
Secretary of State’s reply to Captain Kerby on May 26th [see 
Circular for June, page 173] had been brought into effect. 
The first meeting of the Legislative Assembly was held on June 
18th The Secretary of State had not had details of any new 
legislation proposed. As regards the last part of the question, 
the relations between the Governor and the political leaders, 
so far as he was aware, were harmonious.

G.A.T.T. and U.S. Citrus Exports. Lieut.-Colonel 
Bromley Davenport asked the President of the Board of Trade 
if he would make a statement on the progress of the consultations 
under the provisions of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade about United States subsidies on citrus exports.

In a written answer of July 27th, Mr. Peter Thorneycro 
stated that when those subsidies were discussed at the last 
session of the contracting parties to the General Agreement, the 
United Kingdom delegate underlined the interests of some of 
our overseas territories in that matter, and there would be an 
opportunity to consult further with the United States when the 
contracting parties met again in the autumn.

UK. Purchases of U.S. Citrus. Lieut.-Colonel Schofield 
i «¿i flip Minister of Food in connexion with the recent in­

formation conveyed to the Regional Economic Committee that 
Her Maiesty’s Government would make no further purchase o

from funds made available in the present United 
States S year under Section 550 of the Mutual Security Act 
uS^actual amount of the purchase made to date pwhat amount 
had actaallTbeen imported in connexion with that purchase 
wlatAmount still regained to be shipped ; and the reason for 

the delay in£ f JuI 27th, Dr. Charles Hill, Parlia- 
In a written a Ministry of Food, who replied, stated

in his department, 1.245 
that accord g of lemons and 55 tons of oranges
tons of^P^ourchased. Up to June 30th, 75 tons of grape- 
had so far been p r aments for further purchase
fruit had been ™P°e^ of the
private trade Import licences were valid until August 31st for 
Femons and October 31st for oranges and grapefruit

Imports of Citrus F™t
Minister of Food in view ofthe ttatonly^ g
°f ^niM^to October in the current year during which import 
period May to f United states citrus fruit had been
licences for the import r amounts of such fruit
wemliClyto be available from the colonial territories in future 
seasons duringthat period. replied>

+ that owing to the seasonal nature of the crops no ap- 
preXb!^ was expected in the near future during the 

period in q Sorensen asked the Secretary of State for the 
CotoX what progress had been made in the elimination of
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diseased cocoa trees in the Gold Coast and in the improvement 
of the quantity and quality of production ; and what changes 
in the price to the producer were contemplated.

In a written answer of July 28th Mr. Hopkinson, who replied, 
stated that in the period April 1st, 1953—March 31st, 1954, 
8,634,615 trees were cut out. As the Secretary of State in­
formed Mr. Russell on July 21st [see August Circular, page 
235] measures to increase production were being taken, and 
those included the issue of new high-yielding varieties. As 
regards quality, the object must be to maintain the traditional 
West African flavour, which was that desired by the manu­
facturers. The producer price for next season had not at the 
time been announced by the Cocoa Marketing Board.

Imperial Preference Reductions. Lieut.-Colonel Schofield 
asked the President of the Board of Trade whether he would 
provide a list of the reductions which had been made in the 
preferences on United Kingdom imports from the Commonwealth 
in each year since the Torquay Conference of 1951 ; the present 
estimated average margin of preference ; and how this average 
compared with that which obtained in 1948.

In a written answer of July 29th, Mr. Thorneycroft stated 
that the only reductions which had been made in margins of 
preference since the end of the Torquay Conference were those 
which had incidentally resulted from reductions in most-favoured­
nation rates of duties imposed on foreign goods. In many of 
those items there was little or no Commonwealth trade. In no 
case had a commitment under the Ottawa Agreements been 
affected.

He regretted that a comparison of the average margins of 
preference in 1948 and at the present time was not available 
and could not be obtained without the expenditure of a dis­
proportionate amount of time and effort.

[Mr. Thorneycroft’s answer was accompanied by a table 
consisting of 15 items, including the four shown below.]

Product Rate of Duty Reduced
From To

1952 o//o
10Bagasse pulp, bleached..............

Softwood sleepers, not further Free entry

prepared or manufactured than 
square sawn ... 10 8s. per standard

1953 of 165 cu. ft.
Citrus fruit in brine 1 q 12f per centApricots and certain other fruits

preserved without sugar 25 15 per cent

Speaking at Karachi recently the Commerce Minister said it 
, a? ff Pakistan could produce her target of 4 200 000
bales of jute. The floods had damaged about 1,000,000 bales.

{Continued from next column)
the damage caused to the company by depriving it of its reserve

move rts entire crop without serious interruption ® tO

cultivations m production will become less each vlar f AsTna 
as the political atmosphere remains inimical SA me S 
enterprise, the company must of necessitv follow o A™nc™ 
retrenchment, with any further capital r of

i^“^n
and where its investment over long periods of fV/ yearS’ 
as a valuable contribution to the econo™ Lh f accePted 
several countries.” economy and well-being of the

Company Reports and Meetings

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd.
an extraordinary general meeting of members held in 

London on August 11th resolutions were passed providing for 
an increase in the capital of the company from ¿550,000 to 
¿1,100,000, the capitalization of ¿550,000 reserves by the 
distribution to members of one fully paid 5s. share for each 5s. 
unit of stock held by them, and the conversion of such shares 
forthwith into stock.

United Fruit Co.
In his report for 1953 to the stockholders, Mr. K. H. Redmond, 

the president of this company whose headquarters are at Boston, 
Massachusetts, states that net earnings [after providing 
831,900,000 for income tax] amounted to $44,556,264, equal to 
$5.07 per share, compared with $4.32 in 1952.

Income from sugar operations, he writes, declined sub­
stantially because of quota restrictions in Cuba and market 
conditions in the raw sugar industry.

After dealing with the finances of the company he continues: 
“ The tonnage of bananas sold in the United States and Canada 
was about three per cent higher than in the previous year. With 
improving conditions in Europe, a substantially larger quantity 
was marketed in that area, particularly in Western Germany. 
Total tonnage of bananas sold in all areas served by the company 
increased six per cent over 1952. The average sale price realized 
in 1953 showed a satisfactory increase over 1952. Although 
losses from weather conditions were normal in most areas, an 
unusual windstorm in Costa Rica in July reduced the 1953 
ste^H^1 production from that area by approximately 1,500,000

At the close of the year, 2,117 acres of new bananas were in 
production in Almirante, Panama. The first small shipment 
from this area was made in August of 1953 and the fruit proved 
to be of excellent quality. Thus, after a period of approxi­
mately 20 years, it was possible to resume shipments from an 
area lost to banana production because of Panama disease. 
I he reclamation of this valuable acreage for bananas is solely 
the result of unceasing research over the years to find ways and 
means of combating the disease. As has been previously re­
ported, the technique of flood fallowing in areas where the 
opography and soil conditions permit has progressed to the 

point where sizable investments are now warranted to reclaim 
areas made unavailable for bananas because of Panama disease. 
Present plans call for planting a substantial acreage in Almirante, 
o±ybich 3,500 acres are expected to be in bearing in 1954.

The 1953 Cuban raw sugar crop was limited to 5,000,000 
long tons and the company produced its quota of 875,177 bags, 
llus compares with production of 1,138,462 bags in 1952. To 

e extent permitted by Cuban Government regulations, all the 
sugar production at the company’s Cuban mills for export was 

to the company’s refinery, the Revere sugar refineiy 
at , Charlestown, Massachusetts.
r f ‘ The.ñ^ now .consists of 65 vessels, including 49 fully 
reingerated fruit ships, nine of which were built during the war 
years and nine during 1946-1948. The conversion of four 
passenger ships to freight vessels was completed during 1953.

e company s British subsidiary is arranging to contract for 
K^iC°nJ of a new Passenger vessel for operation in the
England-West Indies service.
.. The many articles that have appeared in the Press during 
™ Past year regarding conditions in Guatemala have prompted 
many questions by stockholders as to the company’s current 

C°Untry and the outlook for the future. In 
Government of Guatemala expropriated 

PP, 240,000 acres of the company’s land on the west
Slim ÁfTmnSn “ payment therefore the wholly inadequate 
U“? °1 §>610,000 m agrarian bonds bearing 3 per cent interest 

25 y®ars- Relying upon the generally accepted 
K P ° °f tnternational law that when a country expropriates 
maurnPerty<.OÍ a national of another country it is obligated to 
thie +^ri°mPr Payment of adequate and effective compensation, 
this tender of bonds was not accepted.
nre^pnfa+^°m?an? ^as filed with tlie Department of State, for 

tO/he Government of Guatemala, a claim for just 
nrespnt at|on for the expropriation including the appraised 
p sent value of the lands and improvements expropriated, and

{Continued at foot of preceding column)
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West Indian Passenger List
Booker Line

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 
S. Armitage), Liverpool, August 5th :—
Miss S. Dalgleish
Mr. E. J. Ferbrache
Sir Donald & Lady

Kingdon

Mr. & Mrs. J. McDonald Miss S. Slinger
Mr. I. Sanders Mrs. C. Watson
Mrs. L. A. Slinger Miss L. Watson

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s.

Golfito (Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, August 8th :— 
Barbados 

Mr. D. C. Horlock 
Mr. & Mrs. F. R. Howell 
Mr. J. L. Jarvis 
Mr. & Mrs. J. McKinstry

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s. 
J. A. Carter), Liverpool, September 4th :— 
Mr. F. R. Benson Mrs. P. M. McGillivray
Mr. M. G. Fitzpatrick Mr. S. McPherson
Mrs. J. King Mr. & Mrs. G. Stathers

s. Arakaka (Captain

Mr. D. Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. G. Tyldsley 
Miss D. B. Tyldsley

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Capt. S. Armitage), 
Liverpool, August 
Mr. S. R. R. Allsopp 
Mr. J. A. Brassington 
Mr. F. Debidin

19th
Mr. & Mrs. R. Findlay 
Miss M. R. Findlay 
Mrs. G. M. Manraj

Mr. C.
Mr. C.

A. Persaud
Scott
E. W. Searle

Saguenay Terminals

Mr. & Mrs. D. K. Beale 
Capt. & Mrs. B. Chester 
Mr. A. A. Gibbons 
Dr. & Mrs. D. S. Gideon

Miss C. J. Anderson 
Mr. G. R. Bane 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Butt 
Mr. & Mrs. I. J. Cook 
Mr. T. Cumming
Dr. & Mrs. M. A. Fawkes 
Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Barton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Crowley 
Major & Mrs. M. L.

Cruickshank 
Mrs. J. B. Edwards 
Mrs. M. A. Farquharson 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Fesar

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. J. Forbes
Mr. M. A. Gittens
Mr. J. Gutch
Mr. & Mrs. I. Hadden 
Miss J. M. Hadden 
Mr. W. Howard
Mr. & Mrs. F. B. Little
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Mackay 

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. J. Findlay 
Miss D. P. Forbes 
Mr. E. G. Garrity 
Mrs. B. I. Hassel 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hepher 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Hindle

Mr. W. McMillan
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Wilkes 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wilkinson

Mr. P. J. Mendes
Capt. & Mrs. H. Metivier 
Mr. K. S. O’Connor 
Supt. L. C. Preau-Hill
Mrs. E. D. Smellie
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thavenot 
Miss E. D. Thyne 
Mr. A. F. Wright

Mr. D. K. Hodgson
Mr. & Mrs. J. O. Hudson
Miss L. McIntosh
Mrs. E. C. Neish
Mr. A. Sawyer
Mr. T. F. Ziadie

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Kim (Captain R. Roed), 
London, August 26th :—
Mr. A. Campbell Mr. G. P. Rust Mr. A. V. Stollmeyer
Mr. C. R. Jacob

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Kinsley), Avonmouth, August 10th :—

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain

T. H. M. Nage), Plymouth, August 14th :—
Mr. M. Bacchus "
Mr. G. B. Barkie 
Mr. & Mrs. J. I. Brodie 
Mr. & Mrs. H. K. Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Cole 
Miss E. C. Cuickshank 
Miss E. N. Da Silva 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Ford 
Mr. N. D. Ford

Miss T. Gopie
Mr. & Mrs. B. C. Jardine
Miss M. J. Jardine
Miss I. J. Jay
Miss R. E. Jeffrey
Miss C. M. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. P. O’Dowd
Miss A. M. O’Dowd
Miss M. P. Paddenburg

Mrs. O. L. Primo 
Miss O. E. Rose 
Miss J. Saunders 
Mrs. F. M. Slade 
Misses S. & V. Slade 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Teixeira 
Mr. M. C. Thomson 
Mr. D. H. Westmaas

Mrs. W. H. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. A. Anderson 
Mr. C. Atkinson 
Miss R. Bailey 
Miss K. Beckford 
Mr. J. Blake
Mr. L. Brown
Mr. L. Bryan
Mr. & Mrs. S. Dale
Mr. J. Davies
Mr. & Mrs. J. Davidson 
Rev. & Mrs. G. Dowlen 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dowsett 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fulford 
Mrs. A. Fulford
Mr. J. Grahame
Mr. D. Hamilton-Smith

Capt. & Mrs. R.
Hamilton-Smith

Mr. L. Heslop
Mr. D. Hill
Miss A. Hirsch
Miss V. Hirst
Dr. & Mrs. D. Jelliffe
Miss S. Jesperson
Mr. H. Jordan
Mrs. A. Kenealy
Miss J. Lawson 
Mr. C. McKenzie 
Dr. & Mrs. B. Markowski 
Mr. R. Mason
Mr. & Mrs. A. Morgan 
Miss M. Morrison
Miss D. Mowl

Bayano (Captain J.

Mr. G. Murray 
Miss A. des Pinto 
Mrs. K. Raine 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Riley 
Mr. L. Robinson 
Miss G. Shelton 
Mr. C. Singh 
Miss M. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Snowie 
Mr. R. Stott 
Miss R. Stoute 
Dr. & Mrs. V. Sutherland 
Mr. G. Vaz 
Miss J. Watson 
Mr. A. Whyte 
Miss M. Young

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in
R. P. Dros), Plymouth, August 18th :—
Mrs. M. S. Austin ” " *
Miss J. P. Ball 
Mr. W. H. Farmer 
Mrs. B. G. Gibbons 
Miss J. P. Gibbons

Mr. D. A. Gibbons
Mr. O. Henry
Mr. D. J. Lee Lum
Mrs. M. Massiah

s.s. Boskoop (Captain

Mrs. I. C. McCall
Mrs. V. I. Rawlins 
Miss D. J. St. John 
Mrs. G. M. Walwyn

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s.
Philpott), Liverpool, August 10th :—

’ ” Miss D. McLish

Tetela (Captain R. D.

French Line
West Indies, in s.s.Sailings to the

Voisin), Southampton, August 7th :—
Colombie (Captain G.

Miss L. Hamilton 
Miss P. McCatty 
Mrs. Z. McIntosh 
Mr. T. McKenzie

Home arrivals

Mr. McSevney
Mr. H. Messam

Mr. W. Richards 
Miss G. Walsh 
Miss U. Westney

from Jamaica, in s.s.
Roberts), Liverpool, August 18th :— 
Mr. & Mrs. G. W. Cooper Mrs. E. Gregory 
Mrs. T. D. Dupee Miss E. Gregory 
Miss M. Golding Dr. O. L. Jones

Tilapa (Captain G. M.

Mrs. E. I. Lowndes
Mr. J. P. Nelson 
Mr. S. C. Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. A. Acosta 
Mr. M. Acosta 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Affonso 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Alston 
Miss E. Antrobus 
Miss E. Appleton 
Mr. K. Broodhagen 
Mr. D. Chase 
Sister L. Coleman 
Miss M. Cooke 
Çdr. & Mrs. J. Crook 
Mr. J. Dabreo 
Mr. C. Deane 
Mrs. E. Deane 
br. & Mrs. J. Draper 
Hon. E. L. Duval 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Forte 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Garabot 
Mr. & Mrs. A.

Gilbert-Phillip

Mr. C. Grayson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Haqq 
Miss M. Harding 
Mr. R. Harracksingh 
Mr. M. Hope-Ross 
Mrs. U. Huggins 
Miss J. Huggins 
Mr. F. Hutchinson 
Miss A. Jackson 
Mr. G. James 
Mr. C. John 
Mr. C. Knight 
Mr. E. Legali 
Miss V. Legali 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Li 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Longstaff 
Mr. & Mrs. A. MacKenzie 
Mr. A. Marenbon 
Miss M. Mayhew
Dr. & Mrs. Murray-Ansley

Mr. P. Nobbs
Sister O’Dwyer
Sister O’Reilly
Mr. J. Pierrepoint
Dr. R. Prasad
Mr. L. Preudhomme
Mr. & Mrs. W. Rension
Mr. R. Sampson
Mrs. E. Sampson
Mr. P. Scott
Mr. Seetram
Miss S. Shurland
Mr. & Mrs. E. Stoby
Mr. A. Syne
Mr. & Mrs. E. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. C. Weeks
Lord & Lady

Wythenshawe
Mr. & Mrs. W. Young 
Mrs. F. Young

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s.
Laycock), Liverpool, 
Mrs. S. T. Chatani 
Mr. & Mrs. B. V. Dadlani

August 22nd :— 
Mr. & Mrs. G. R. Dickson 
Miss S. Edwards

Matina (Captain R. A.

Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Fraser 
Miss V. M. Hill

Home arrivals from Barbados,
Ariguani (Captain R. W. Lundy),

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain R. Miault),
Southampton, August 20th :—
Mrs. R. Barclay Miss E. Hordatt
Mr. G. Barovia

Mr. & Mrs. Challacombe 
Dr. & Mrs. W. M. Daly

Miss L. Blanche-Fraser 
Mr. S. Chinasing 
Sister B. Hanrahan 
Miss M. Harris

Mr. A. Bloomfield 
Miss W. Brown 
Mrs. C. W. Bryan 
Mr. R. W. Campbell 
Miss N. M. Curwen 
Mrs. W. R. Hayes 
Mr. & Mrs. O. M. Henzell

Barbados 
Miss G. A. Pilgrim 
Mr. A. Shepherd 

Trinidad 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Hobson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Larkham 
Lady N. Ritson 
Mrs. E. Rosenthal

Jamaica 
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Lamont 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Macdonald 
Mr. H. P. Morrison 
Mr. & Mrs. G. S. Rhodes 
Mrs. N. A. Roxburgh 
Mr. & Mrs. P- Sado 
Mrs. G. D. Simpson

Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s.
Avonmouth, August 24th :—

Miss M. D. Thorne
Miss A. J. P. Walter

Mr. & Mrs. J. Sim
Mr. & Mrs. D. Sutherland
Mr. & Mrs. C. Waller

Miss C. M. Stevens
Mrs. Symonds
Miss Symonds
Miss M. M. Watson 
Mrs. Worrell 
Miss Worrell 
Mr. E. P. Yorke

Mr. & Mrs. R. Bell 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bertie 
Mrs. E. Brinkley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brooks 
Mr. M. Ciprianni 
Mr. E. Clovis 
Rev. F. Corr 
Mr. R. de Verteuil 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Fajgenbaum 
Mrs. P. Fajgenbaum 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Firth 
Miss P. Firth 
Rev. P. Forbes 
Mr. R. Fuller 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Gill 
Mr. & Mrs. Goldsworthy 
Mr. L. Greaves 
Mrs. I. Hall 
Miss V. Hall 
Mr. G. Hastmatali 
Mr. R. Holden 
Miss G. Hope

Mr. & Mrs. F. Hrabec 
Mrs. I. Jagan 
Rev. W. Janes 
Miss A. Jenkin 
Mrs. M. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Kidd 
Miss H. Kidd 
Dr. & Mrs. E. Lee 
Mr. C. Lum 
Mr. M. Lyn 
Mrs. A. Lyn 
Mr. & Mrs. T. McCarthy 
Mrs. B. McClusky 
Rev. L. McGarry 
Dr. C. Mahase 
Mr. R. Manooher 
Dr. R. May 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Metcalfe 
Mrs. H. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Mitchell 
Mrs. C. Mitchell 
Miss A. Mitchell
Mr. C. Mullings

Mrs. F. Nye
Mr. & Mrs. C. O’Connor 
Miss D. O’Loughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Patience 
Mr. K. Persaud 
Mr. H. Piper 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Punnett 
Mr. R. Ramkisson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Remy 
Mrs. M. Roberts 
Mr. J. Rodriguez 
Mrs. G. Scwab 
Miss O. Shurland 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Shurland 
Mr. J. Sinanan 
Mrs. I. Teelucksingh 
Dr. V. Usborne 
Mrs. A. Vaughan 
Mr. T. Vembu 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Ward 
Miss M. Webb 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Wishart 
Mrs. F. Wishart 
Miss M. Yates

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, August 31st 
' 1 Barbados

Mr. C. W. Brathwaite 
Mrs. I. M. Peirce 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Richardson

Miss M. Baty
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Bushe
Mr. G. W. Butler
Mr. & Mrs. F. R. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. P. W. Davies
Mr. & Mrs. P. De Carteret

Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Bird
Mr. O. A. Black
Mr. E. H. Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. A.Day-Barker
Mr. C. A. Ellis

Miss M. P. Richardson 
Mrs. H. B. Spencer

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. F. Hawes
Mr. & Mrs. H. Hubbard 
Prof. T. W. Kirkpatrick 
Mr. D. M. Knott 
Mrs. N. A. Macrae

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. F. S. Evans 
Misses B. & H. Evans 
Miss D. J. Goodin 
Mr. V. L. Griffiths 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Hastings 
Mr. & Mrs. D. M. Hum

Mrs. Spencer
Mrs. V. E. Wright

Mr. E. R. McArtney 
Mr. T. H. McCartney 
Mr. H. I. Narain
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

& Mrs. G. I. Quinn 
C. M. Sutherland

& Mrs. K. F. Jones
& Mrs. L. Kjonnerod

Mrs. D. Mitchell
Misses E. & N. Mitchell
Mr. G. J. Smale 
Mrs. B. A. Stephens

(Continued at foot of next page)
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The Markets
■--------- September 6th, 1954

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for Latest Price
Latest Year Quotation Sept. 7th, 1953

2i
31

Consols
War Loan ...

671 
90

691xd 
91

60
821

62xd 
831

10 Angostura Bitters ... 37/6 45/- 41/3 46/3
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/6 35/- 32/- 34/-
*71 Antigua Sugar Factory ................. 15/- 15/6 13/- 14/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 25/71 26/101 37/6 40/-
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 43/- 46/- 35/- 38/-

*15 Booker Bros. McConnell 1Ö/— 33/6 34/- 28/6 30/6
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/- 23/6 21/3 23/9
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/41 1/9 1/- 1/6

10£ Caroni Ltd. 2/- 4/3 5/3 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/3 21/3 19/41 20/71

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 8/6 9/6 4/9 5/6
22J Kem Oil Co. 4/- . 14/3 15/3 13/6 14/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/—... 39/3 40/3xd 31/3 32/6xd
20 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/101 2/41 1/3 1/9
14 Royal Bank of Canada $10 315/- 335/- 250/- 270/-
15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/- 54/- 60/- 61/3
♦6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 24/- 25/3 17/9 18/9
37^- Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 40/6 42/- 23/11 25/-

♦20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— .. 25/3 26/3 26/6 27/6
* 18| Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 21/101 24/41 22/- 24/—

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 23/- 20/- 21/-
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 5/- 6/- 4/11 4/71

*121 United British Oilfields 6/8 19/41 21/101 23/11 24/4Ï
*6f West Indies Sugar 30/- 32/- 22/6 24/6

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/— 22/6
♦ Free of Income Tax.

Cocoa. There has been a heavy decline in prices during the 
month. The setback is said to be due to the absence of con­
sumer demand and the willingness of Bahia shippers to reduce 
prices in order to effect sales. There is no buying interest in 
either Trinidad or Grenada cocoas and values are purely nominal. 
The first marks of Trinidad plantation are quoted at 460/- per 
50 kilos f.o.b. for January-March shipment. A small quantity 
of Grenada fine estates is available for prompt shipment with 
sellers indicating 500/- f.o.b. without response.

Honey. Jamaica light amber is quoted at 120/- to 130/- 
Per ewt. ex store terms. Australian light amber is valued at 
100/- per cwt. and medium amber at 90/- to 95/-.

_ The Market Department in Jamaica has now
fixed the selling price at 250/- per cwt. f.o.b. Kingston but they 
have not yet started selling at this price. It is reported that 
stocks are coming in rather slowly.

„ market is quiet with Jamaica No. 3 grade
Quoted at 250/- per cwt ex store terms. African on the spot in 
London is quoted at 235/- and forward shipment at 230/-.

Nutmegs. There has been a fair amount of activity during 
the month m both defectives and sound 80’s. Prices for shin 
sn Mair

Mace. Only limited quantities are available for shipment
SePAe^bei’?Ct?^ Whole pale is quoted at 8/4 per 

lb. c.i.f. and No. 1 broken at 7/4. '

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter. The Board of Trade 
Returns for July, 1954, are as follows :—

Imports cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria ................' ""
Western Samoa and Ross Depen­

dency ...
Jamaica ...
Windward Islands
Trinidad................. ""
Other Commonwealth Countries
Netherlands
Brazil .................
Other foreign countries .''

Year 
1952

21,704 
1,038,354

942,712

14,724 
39,032
25,557
31,194

5,101
51,714
15,141
67,112

Year 
1953

14,340 
1,294,242

992,268

27,299 
28,532
35,163 
39,721

8,717 
34,818

104,901 
46,996

Janu 
1953 

14,342 
1,085,980 

743,787

11,555 
25,426 
32,723 
34,913 

2,189
18,998 
6,596 

38,477

ary-July
1954
7,603 

996,463 
852,887

25,128 
9,789

36,887 
25,367
23,142 
99,262 
61,004 
38,158

Less powder and butter................. 2,252,345
182,754

2,626,997
139,679

2,014,986 
82,875

2,175,690
141,854

Total, Cocoa, Raw 2,069,591 2,487,318 1,932.111 2.033.836
Exports............................

Consumption of raw 
Stocks (end of June)

225,365
Month
1953

218,876
623,000

165,095 
of June

1954 
157,561 
750,000

68,002 80,463
January-June
1953 1954

1,413,407 1,401,136

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for July, 1954, are as 
follows :—

Year Year January-July
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius 250,651 250,494 58,759 177,725
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 258,189 288,635
Fiji ................................ 9,220 51,813 17,370 53,199
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 112,758 179,588
Leeward Islands _ 69,052 68,481 59,194 34,019
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 9,699 7,046
Barbados 82,147 126,916 78,616 99,160
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 103,505 121,123
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 63,290 99,224
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 505 99,874
Puerto Rico 80,006 — — —
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 537,874 264,644
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 203,082 255,785
Peru 3,831 —— — 2,003
Other foreign countries 27,430 172,312 156,830 17,865

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 1,659,671 1,699,890

Consumption
Month of June January-June

1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined ... __ 590 6,843 1,135
Unrefined... 230,453 241,933 1,166,947 1,211,673

Total ... 230,453 242,523 1,173,790 1,212,808

Stocks (end of June) ... 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 141,850 184,200
Imported Refined 50
Imported Unrefined 680,750 1,545,250

Total ................. 822,650 1,729,450

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for July, 1954, are as 
follows :—

* Not separately distinguished in 1952.

Imports proof gallons
In steel drums* ... ... J
In casks and bottles* ... j

Year 
1952

7,248,614

Year
1953

2,686,216
1,444,807

January-July
1953 1954

2,005,026 21,167
1,187,690 1,278,597

Total 7,248,614 4,131,023 3,192,716 1,299,764

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of June) ...

612,247 786,866
Month of June

1953 1954
59,244 55,746

12,127,000 10,319,000

392,137 512,509
January-June

1953 1954
513,588 429,949

(Continued from preceding page)

Fyffes Line—continued
Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 

(Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, August 17th :—

Mr. D. E. Bannister
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Bayley 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Bourdeaux 
Miss O. A. Hamill 
Mrs. A. M. MacMahon

Miss R. B. Brown
Mr. B. A. Cooke
Mr. F. T. Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. H. de Cambra 
Mr. & Mrs. A. F. Evelyn 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Farah 
Mr. & Mrs. G. P. Fyson 
Miss E. Ganteaume 
Mr. I. A. Gill
Mr. & Mrs. O. Haddaway 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Hendrie 
Mr. J. Hepper

Dr. Nora Casey
Miss S. E. Critchlow
Sir Alfred D’Costa 
Miss V. G. D’Costa 
Miss G. E. Dickenson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Donaldson

Barbados 
Mr. R. N. Mann 
Mrs. N. M. Moller 
Miss M. P. Newsam 
Dr. & Mrs. J. O’Mahony

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. G. H. Jenkins 

J. J. Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. D. McBride 
Mrs. J. McCartney 
Mr. R. E. McKnight 
Mr. P. J. Martinez 
Rev. P. L. O’Mahony 
Rev. J. F. O’Sullivan 
Mr. D. B. Richards 
Mrs. A. M. Robinson 
Mrs. Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Psaila 
Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Ramsay 
Miss H. E. Skeete
Mr. H. E. Tilley

Mr. R. J. Struthers 
Miss C. F. Sutherland 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Taurel 
Miss N. M. Thavenot 
Mr. & Mrs. T. O. Tully 
Mr. E. I. Warner 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. S. C. Webster 
Mr. W. B. Williams 
Mrs. I. M. Yearwood 
Mr. D. YuiUe

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. R. Foreman
Dr. Aileen Grant
Mr. W. F. Hayter
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Hunter
Mr. E. L. Pavitt

Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. K. A. Stone 
Mrs. P. A. Taylor 
Miss D. Tweed 
Mr. J. A. Walker

FOR SALE
Dominica, Windward Islands. A large valuable property 

with mountain view, well situated in the Town of Roseau. 
Residence of late Sir Henry Alford Nicholls. Built mainly of 
reinforced concrete. Six bedrooms, two reception rooms, 

mmg-room and two cool verandahs ; outhouses and garage- 
Lawn suitable for tennis court, tropical garden. Adaptable 
tor use as private hotel. Write to Miss Nicholls, Kingsland 
House, Dominica, B.W.I.
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Escape Clause for Dependent Territories a 
First Necessity

WHEN a ship begins to leak on the high seas the 
only thought in the minds of those on board is 
how to stop the leak as quickly as possible.

In such a crisis it would not occur to anyone first to 
consult the rules and regulations of the appropriate 
Ministry to see whether the methods adopted were in 
accordance with those officially prescribed for performing 
that operation. But when, just as suddenly, the bottom 
commences to drop out of the market for a colonial 
product and the immediate application of the obvious 
remedy becomes equally justified by the highest con­
siderations, it would seem that the procedure must be 
reversed, and consultation of the rules become the first 
necessity, in order to see how they condition the way of 
stopping the trouble, or to find perchance a letter to kill 
the spirit. The next procedure is to talk for a year or 
more on how to adjust the rules so as to permit the 
damage to be repaired. ..

In just such a tangle is the West Indian lime-oi 
industry caught up. Overnight the thoughtlessness 
and, we suspect, the ignorance of the responsible depart­
ments of Government have resulted in action which can 
only bring heart-breaking distress to the island ot 
Dominica, unless an immediate remedy for}hcony?% 
Without any sort of warning, the Board of Trade decided 
to relax restrictions on the imports of essen la oi s. 
There is no reason to suppose that they gave a o g 
to the particular problems of lime oil and almost 
certainly acted in complete ignorance of the havoc tney 
were creating in Dominica.

Naturally the people of Dominica are 
immediate steps will be taken to restore o 
means of livelihood on which they depen . .
could be done by a sympathetic and resolute 
admits of no denial. It would be time enough after 
the repairs have been completed to dea wi , 
who, of course, will be even less ;n the
Board of Trade about distress in a lift e of
Caribbean which has fallen a victim to took
British civil servants, who neither ^e , of
steps to find out that half of the entire labour force ot 
Dominica depends on the lime industry °r industry 
purchase its daily bread and who, ^uld 
fail them, would have nothing. or commondo not even possess the little plot of ^d "on 
elsewhere in parts of the West Indies, w 

people can eke out some sort of existence when their 
gainful employment fails.

So much for Dominica, and the remedy which anyone 
having the power and professing the Christian faith must 
provide without more ado, or be dubbed a hypocrite. 
That, however, will merely dispose of one particular 
example of what is involved in a much wider problem. 
The alarming feature of this case is the apparent com­
plete lack of concern on the part of one Government 
department as to how its actions may affect those who 
are the responsibility primarily of another department. 
The sole concern of the Board of Trade in this case seems 
to have been to make an acceptable offering at the 
shrine of balance of payments. It is incredible that 
it does not seem to occur to the department that for every 
importer besieging its offices there must be an exporter 
somewhere, and that it is their duty to see that the rights 
of British exporters, certainly in Britain’s dependent 
territories, are given the same diligent consideration as 
those of British importers, and to seek the advice of 
those engaged in the export trade. In the particular 
case under review, nothing could be clearer than that 
the claims of the Dominican exporter were paramount ; 
vet it would appear that not only were the claims oi 
Dominica not considered, but that there was not even 
an attempt to distinguish between the particular 
problems relating to different types of essential oils— 
- let them all in—why should we worry about who is 
hurt ? ” seems to have been the attitude. This sort 
of thing simply will not do. It is high time that each 
branch of the Civil Service was made to realize the need 
to think deeply on the effects of any action it may take 
and to ensure full consultation with every department 
that may possibly be concerned.

And now the nations are gathered together to see what 
they can do about the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and^Trade. Well, there is one thing that they must not 
M to do. They must not fail to write into the Agree­
ment an overriding escape clause which will enable a 
wintry having dependent territories to give adequate 
X [I whatever way may seem best to enable its 
dependent people to attain a reasonable standard of 
living Under such a clause nothing that the United 
Kingdom might do could hope to bung ahouf in any ri 
its dependent territories, least of all the British West 
Indies a standard of living m any way comparable 
with that enjoyed by the workers of Britain.

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing suitable 

candidates for election.
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rotn
! oner’s Qiolelook

IT often happens in international—indeed in all 
human affairs—that hasty improvisation in emer­
gency produces more results than long, expert and 

elaborate planning. At the moment of writing, as the 
Lancaster House Conference disperses, this seems to be 
true of this meeting of the Nine Powers, which was 
summoned as a desperate resource in the hope of saving 
something from the wreck of E.D.C. after that great 
effort to give body to the dream of a united Western 
Europe had been shattered by the French Assembly. 
Improvisation, of course, has to be tested by time, and 
we must be prepared for the discovery of hidden flaws 
in the agreement that has been 
so quickly reached ; but in Lon­
don, and it would seem in most of 
the other capitals concerned, there 
is at the moment such a wave of 
optimism as I do not remember 
since the Iron Curtain descended.

* * *
The essential result achieved— 

provided the agreement is ratified 
—is that Western Germany will 
at last be established as a sovereign 
state and become a collaborator 
in the defence of the West. The 
decisive step to this end was Mr. 
Eden’s announcement at the out­
set of the British Government’s 
consent to maintain four divisions 
and a tactical air force on the 
Continent and not to withdraw 
them except in sudden emer­

The Head of Mithras

gency threatening the Empire 
oversea—without the consent of 
a majority of the Brussels Treaty 
Powers. Thus Great Britain gives 
the lead without which it has been 
constantly complained that a 
European community cannot 
come into being. It is a very 
serious commitment: we have to recognize that bv 
the undertaking to be bound by the majority vote of 
our allies a part of sovereignty* is aliened It also 
involves the continuation of conscription for an’indefinite 
period, for while we maintain in Europe this eon 
of th®.,e<lulvalent of the seven divisions

the British Expeditionary Force of 1914 all our 
military obligations in other continents continue Bui 
the general sense here is that the price is not too v k 
to pay for what has been gained P t0° hlgh

* * *
London has been suddenly swept by a wave of
X J1* ““ eff°rt of ^build-

Hitlers bombs was bound to reveal manv 

which Londons
Roman wall, for insta^Vb^en ^covered^On^ 

Saturday in mid-September it was announced in the 

newspapers that the builders of a great block of offices 
on a site in Bucklersbury, where archaeologists had been 
digging by their invitation for two years, must get on 
with their work on Monday, and that the remains that 
had been laid bare, and carefully recorded for the benefit 
of future scholars, would now have to be destroyed in 
the process of laying the foundations.

What had been discovered was the ground plan of a 
temple of the Persian god Mithras, going back to the 
early days of the Roman occupation. There was an 
immediate outcry. The Minister of Works stepped in 
and persuaded the builders to hold their hand for a 

fortnight. For one hour a day 
during the first week the remains 
were opened to visitors, and 
queues sometimes nearly a mile 
long stretched down Queen Vic­
toria Street. Meanwhile the 
Government made inquiries about 
the cost of preserving the remains, 
and of reducing the scale of the 
new buildings so as not to require 
the deep foundations which would 
destroy the temple. It came to 
the prohibitive figure of £500,000; 
but as a compromise the company 
—Legenland Properties Ltd.— 
has most generously undertaken, 
at a cost of £10,000, to remove 
the remains to an empty site 
nearby, where it will be possible 
to look down from the pavement 
or the buses upon the ancient 
Mithraceum.

* * *
The cult of Mithras, which is 

thus to be commemorated, was 
the last but one of those mystery 
religions of the Middle East which 
swept over the Roman Empire in 

cl-,- -4. the centuries before the last of all,
vnnstiamty, conquered the western world. Indeed, 

atime in. the third century when it looked 
^thraism, which was pre-eminently the creed of 

Ji oman armies, was destined to become the universal 
t WaS’ Christianity, a religion of spiritual 

ban+i«^ 1O^L m which initiate underwent a kind of 
kiJIj m—the tauribolium—not in water but in the 
vic to ° t Ji ! ' This sacrament commemorated the 
yctory of Mithras the redeemer over the powers of 
Sri5 m bul S shaPe- The name of Mithras is 
S wo. L P^^^d in the Persian cap, or mitre, which 
k nn ’Ik ^hr\stlan bishops and, in a much earlier form, 
’ i • head Of the §od discovered in the London 
excavations.

* * *
bJ^e ^nnual conference of the Labour Party at Scar- 

g was an occasion of much anxiety to the official 
(Continued on page 268)
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Princess Margaret

West Indian Tour Next Year
^HE following announcement was made from Clarence 

House on October 5th :—
“ H.R.H. Princess Margaret has accepted an invitation 

to visit some of the British islands in the Caribbean 
early next year.

“H.R.H. will visit Trinidad, Grenada, Barbados, 
Antigua, Jamaica, and the Bahamas, travelling in 
H.M. Yacht Britannia. Detailed arrangements for the 
tour will be announced later.”

Needless to say, this news was received with great 
pleasure throughout the West Indies where a royal 
welcome awaits Her Royal Highness.

This will be the first visit to any part of the Empire 
which Princess Margaret has made alone.

The Britannia has recently been in dry dock at 
Portsmouth for minor repairs.

While Mr. Hopkinson, M.P., Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, was in British Guiana [see adjoining 
column] he was asked to inform the British Government 
that the people of Guiana would like to see Princess 
Margaret. Mr. Hopkinson said he did not doubt the 
people’s desire to see her, but such tours were arranged 
long in advance and arrangements once made could not 
well be altered. Unfortunately, the Princess could not 
go everywhere.

London Trade Talks
Talks are now proceeding in London in connexion 

with the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and 
the citrus industry. The following delegates and 
advisers from the West Indies have arrived in London 
for these discussions :—

Jamaica : Mr. W. A. Bustamante, Mr. Alan Douglas, 
Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood, Mr. E. A. Maynier, Mr. R. F. 
Williams and Mr. F. D. Williams.

Trinidad : Mr. Albert Gomes, Mr. Solomon Hochoy, 
Mr. H. E. Robinson, Mr. F. W. Allen, Dr. Eric Williams 
and Mr. C. J. Burgess.

Barbados : Mr. Grantley H. Adams, Q.C., and Mr. 
E. S. S. Burrowes.

British Guiana : Mr. R. B. Gajraj.
British Honduras : Mr. G. G. R. Sharp.
Dominica : Mr. J. B. Charles.
Mr. Garnet Gordon and Mr. J. S. Mordecai (executive 

secretary of the Regional Economic Committee) are also 
members of both delegations.

The Chairman in the U.S.A.
Mr. H. Alan Walker, chairman of the West India«Com­

mittee, accompanied by Mrs. Walker, left Sou a pi 
for New York in the Queen Mary on September 30tn

After a few days in that city they flew to San 
and then proceeded to Honolulu. They re mn V 
same route and hope to be back in London 5 
November. . r-if

Mr. Alan Walker’s visit is a business one OI\kehal  ̂
United Molasses Co. Ltd., of which he is joint man g g 
director.

Jamaica Banana Delegation

Discussions Concluded
note on page 243 of the September issue of the 
Circular reported the arrival in London of a 

delegation representing the banana industry of Jamaica, 
to continue the further discussions with the United 
Kingdom Government envisaged after the visit of the 
Jamaica trade delegation in June of this year.

The further discussions were completed, and the 
following official statement was issued by the Colonial 
Office on September 21st:—

The delegation from the Jamaica Banana Board has 
concluded its visit to the United Kingdom.

The delegation was joined by Mr. Garnet Gordon, 
Trade Commissioner for the West Indies, British Guiana 
and British Honduras in the United Kingdom, who 
represented the Windward Islands.

The talks with the delegation gave Mr. Lennox-Boyd, 
on his assumption of the office of Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, the opportunity of acquainting himself 
with the latest developments affecting the banana 
industry in Jamaica and the Windward Islands.

The Secretary of State reaffirmed Her Majesty’s 
Government’s assurances contained in the announce­
ments of June 5th and 18th following discussions then 
held with the West Indian delegations.

Further progress was made in exploring questions 
arising out of these assurances in so far as they affect the 
banana industry. In particular there was a detailed 
examination of the nature and extent of the risks to 
which the banana industry of the West Indies might be 
liable in the longer term. Various schemes of assistance 
by which the industry might as necessary be safeguarded 
were discussed with the delegation. The results of the 
talks which were of material assistance to Her Majesty’s 
Government will now be considered further by United 
Kingdom Ministers.

The delegation, which arrived in London on September 
9th, consisted of Mr. R. F. Williams, Mr. R. A. Burke, 
Mr C. De Lisser and Mr. R. D. Lindo (Jamaica Banana 
Board) and Mr. V. H. MacFarlane (Permanent Secretary 
in the Jamaica Ministry of Agriculture).

Mr. Hopkinson in British Guiana

Mr. Henry Hopkinson, M.P., Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, returned to London on October 9th, 

after attending the opening stages of the United Nations 
Assembly and paying a short visit to British Guiana.

The purpose of his visit was to discuss with the 
Governor the recommendations of the British Guiana 
Constitutional Commission, the report of which will be 
published as a Command Paper when Parliament re­
assembles on October 19th. .

Mr. Hopkinson made brief calls at Trinidad while 
going to and from Georgetown, and a photograph taken 
while he was holding a Press conference at Port-of-Spain 
is reproduced on page 283.

He was accompanied by his private secretary Mr. 
W. D. Sweaney and by Mr. Philip Rogers, of the Colonial 

Office.
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International Sugar Council

Result of September Deliberations
The following official announcement was made after 

the meetings of the International Sugar Council, held 
in London from September 8th to 10th, under the 
chairmanship of Baron Kronacker, which were attended 
by representatives of 24 governments. All figures are 
in metric tons raw value.

The council adopted a revised estimate of Free 
Market Requirements for 1954 of 4,330,000 tons com­
pared with an estimate of 3,864,000 tons adopted on 
May 7th.

On the basis of existing quotas of participating 
countries and probable exports from non-participating 
countries the council estimated the excess of supplies 
available for the free market over requirements at 
approximately 254,000 tons. The details of the new 
estimate are available at the office of the council and 
will be published in the council’s next Statistical Bulletin.

The council was notified under Article 11 of the 
International Sugar Agreement by the exporting 
countries concerned, of parts of quotas for 1954 amount­
ing to 142,000 tons which are not expected to be used.

The council, after taking into account the parts of 
quotas not to be used, considered and endorsed a plan 
recommending voluntary reductions of exports sufficient 
to relieve the market of the excess. Details of this 
plan are also available at the office of the council.

The council expressed a unanimous wish that more 
countries should join in its work and in particular 
invited four countries, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and 
Peru, which were members of the council set up in 
1937, to be represented at its meetings by observers.

The West India Committee

a meeting of the executive of the West India 
Committee held on September 21st, the 25 candi­

dates whose names appear below were elected to
Name. Residence.

Mr. John Frederick Peter Tate 
Mr. Geoffrey Fairrie London 

Country 
T rmdnn

Lord Lyle of Westbourne... 
Mr. Colin Lyle L/UllClCHl

Mr. Ian Duff Lyle ... Country 
London 
Country

Mr. Morton Duff Oliphant 
Mr. Francis Herbert Tate...
Sir Oliver Lyle London 

LondonMr. Anthony Sylvester Wingate-Saul 
Mr. Tom Marshall J-/kJ 11 d CM i

LondonKentships Ltd.
Colonel Frederick Arthur Sudbury ... London 

LondonProfessor Walter Wyatt Grave

Mr. C. W. Howard 
Messrs. Edmund D. White & Sons................

J amaica 
Trinidad 
I onHonMr. John Arthur Nicholson -L/LMlClCMl

LondonMr. C. G. V. Miesegaes ...
Mr. Charles Geoffrey Allott 
Mr. Alan William Thoburn McGaw 
Matheson & Co., Ltd.

London 
London 
London

Mr. Reginald John Colget... London
Mr. Charles Victor Melliard Country
Mr. John Bradshaw Morris London
Mr. Alec Ernest Haarer ... ................. Country
Mr. Stewart J. Browne Country 

London

New Harbour for Bridgetown

Gir Robert Arundell, Governor of Barbados, and 
Mr. Grantley Adams, Q.C., the Prime Minister, 

arrived in London at the beginning of October to discuss 
proposals for the construction of a deep-water harbour 
at Bridgetown. [See page 272.]

The proposed deep-water harbour would be con­
structed by reclaiming land up to Pelican Island, on 
one side of the careenage, and scooping out the seabed, 
which consists of coral. This would allow five ocean­
going steamers to come alongside, and the reclaimed 
area would be used for industry. It is believed that 
the geographical position of Barbados would then attract 
additional transhipment cargo and that tourism would 
be encouraged.

(Continued from page 266) 
leadership, for it was known that there was strong 
opposition in the trade unions and the constituency 
parties to their decision to support the policy of German 
rearmament. A very carefully drafted resolution, assent­
ing to the principle but avoiding precision and containing 
several reservations, was eventually put to the meeting 
and carried by a narrow majority—sufficient however to 
authorize Mr. Attlee to continue in Parliament the essen­
tial “bi-partisan” policy in foreign affairs. This pre­
carious victory is not unconnected with the decline of Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan’s personal influence in the Labour Party. 
His supporters once again secured their seven places in 
the executive, but he himself leaves it, having made his 
bid for the Party treasurership and been heavily defeated 
by Mr. Hugh Gaitskell. The left wing of the party is as 
strong as ever, but looks like consolidating itself under 
other leadership—probably Mr. Harold Wilson’s—while 
Mr. Bevan remains a lone but formidable wolf.

membership. At the outset of the meeting, the chair­
man, Mr. H. Alan Walker, who presided, referred with 
great regret to the deaths of Mr. R. E. Bonitto, of 
Jamaica, Mr. J. C. McMichael, of Antigua, Mr. W. E. L. 
Walwyn, of St. Christopher, Mr. R. O. Williams, of 
Grenada, and Mr. Justice J. C. Wooding, of St. Lucia.

Proposer. Seconder.
Mr. H. Alan Walker............... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker .. Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. Peter F. Runge.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. J. M. Campbell.
Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott Mr. H. Alan Walker.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Captain F. H. Formby-
Mr. H. Alan Walker Captain F. H. Formby-
Mr. H. Alan Walker . Mr. J. M. Campbell.
Mr. H. Alan Walker Mr. J. M. Campbell.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. J. M. Campbell.
Thos. & Jas. Harrison Ltd. ... Barclays Bank (D.C.&^ l
Mr. W. M. Robson Mr. T. Cundall.
Mr. W. M. Robson Mr. T. Cundall.
VI1' t A/ C' Hugiu .............. Mr. Archibald Gillies.
Mr. H. Alan Walker Mr. H. Wakeford.
Mr. H. Alan Walker ... Mr. J. M. Campbell-
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The officials take tea with 
Mr. Lennox-Boyd at the 
Colonial Office

Below. A meeting at the
West India Committee
Rooms See opposite page

WEST INDIAN TRADE UNION OFFICIALS IN LONDON
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B.W.L Trade Unionists
Delegates Visit West India Committee

party of Trade Union representatives from the 
British Caribbean paid a visit to the United Kingdom 

from September 13th to October 14th, during which 
they carried out a very full programme.

The representatives were : Mr. C. A. Bushell, assistant 
secretary’, Barbados Workers’ Union ; Mr. N. D. 
Grannum, first vice-president of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Union of Commercial and Industrial Workers ; Mr. V. 
McCalmon, executive member of the Manpower Citizens’ 
Association, British Guiana ; Mr. J. E. McPherson, 
union organiser and conciliation officer of the Bustamante 
Industrial Trade Union, Jamaica ; and the Hon. E. E. 
Williams, chairman of the committee of the Antigua 
Legislative Council dealing with 
public works and communica­
tions, Leeward Islands. The 
party was accompanied by Mr. 
F. C. Catchpole, Labour Ad­
viser to the Comptroller, De­
velopment and Welfare Organi­
zation, West Indies.

On the afternoon of Septem­
ber 23rd the party visited the 
rooms of the West India Com­
mittee, where they were wel­
comed by Mr. H. Alan Walker, 
chairman ; Mr. A. E. V. Barton, 
secretary ; executive and other 
members of the committee and 
members of the staff.

In extending the committee’s 
welcome to the visitors, Mr. 
Alan Walker observed that the 
interests of the Trade Unionists 
and of the Committee both lay 
in the well-being of the West 
Indies as a whole ; the prob­
lems were mutual, and any 
help the Committee could give 
towards solving them would be 
forthcoming. Mr. Barton gave 
a survey of the part played by 
the West India Committee in 

Mr. Rudolph Burkethe development of the British 
Caribbean over the past 200 
Years, illustrating his talk with extracts from the Minutes 
of the proceedings of the Committee from 1769 onwards. 
The survey left little doubt of the justice of his claim 
that “ all West Indian problems are problems ot the 
West India Committee.” „ , , ,

Mr. McCalmon expressed the thanks of the par y 
the full explanation of the work of the Committee whic 
had been given. He himself had had no conception ot 
the extent of the Committee’s activities, which ought 
to be much more widely known. He was spectay 
fateful for the Committee’s help to the sugar deleg 
toons, resulting from which some of his peop e 
received $2,000,000 for help in housing. -.o+inn

Mr. Rudolph Burke, who was present y mv . 
and who is seen in the act of addressing £ t:On 
ln the photograph on this page, spoke of the app 

of the Jamaica Agricultural Society of the help received 
in their work from the West India Committee. The
Committee, he said, was needed by the West Indies as 
much as a Trade Commissioner.

The gathering then adjourned for tea, and the rest 
of the afternoon was devoted to conversations between 
visitors and hosts on matters of mutual interest.

The photograph reproduced on the lower half of the 
opposite page shows, from left to right :—

Standing : Mr. F. C. Catchpole, Labour Adviser to the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Organization in the 
West Indies ; Mr. A. E. V. Barton ; Mr. M. Blunt, 
Barbados ; Mr. E. E. Williams, Leeward Islands, and 
Mr. C. A. R. Wiss, of the Central Office of Information.

Seated : Mr. V. McCalmon, British Guiana ; Mr. N. D. 
Grannum, Trinidad ; Mr. H. Alan Walker and Mr. J. E. 
McPherson, Jamaica.

Tt is the custom of the 
Circular at this time of 

year to remind readers of the 
Christmas Seals which are sold 
by the National Association for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, 
which does so much to help 
the fight against this dreaded 
scourge throughout the colonies, 
for the benefit of the Associa­
tion’s funds. This year the 
Association has issued the 
following special appeal.

Holly and Candles—two very 
Christmasy things—make the 
design this year for the one 
hundred million Christmas Seals 
to be sold on behalf of the 
National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis. 
It is an appropriate choice, for 
holly is gay and cheerful, and 
nowadays there is much to be 
cheerful about in the tremend­
ous progress that has been 
made in the prevention—and 
cure—of tuberculosis. Candles,
too, may symbolize the light of 

modem research which has achieved these splendid 

resultsThe picture in this country is a hopeful one but even 
now more than ten thousand people died of tuberculosis 
in Britain last year—and many times this number were 
ill and incapacitated. In other countries, especially m 
the Colonial territories, the situation is.still a serious 
one with tuberculosis in the forefront of the killer 
diseases The N.A.P.T. does much to help the campaign 
overseas' by sponsoring research, preparing publications, 
often in dialect, and awarding scholarships to Common­
wealth doctors, nurses and health officers for study m 
Great Britain. Another most important activity is the 
organization of Commonwealth conferences at which 
expertsfrom all over the world can meet to discuss 
problems and share experience on every aspect of



270 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR October, 1954

tuberculosis. Next year the N.A.P.T. will hold its 
Fourth Commonwealth Health and Tuberculosis Con­
ference at the Royal Festival Hall, London, from June 
21st to 25th.

1954 is a special year in the Christmas seal story, for 
it is just 50 years ago since the scheme was started in 
Denmark by Einar Holboll, a Danish postmaster. 
From Denmark the idea spread all over the world, and 
in Great Britain during the last 21 years several hundreds 
of thousands of pounds have been raised for the N.A.P.T. 
and its affiliated care committees.

The work of the N.A.P.T.—which receives no govern­
ment grant of any kind—is largely financed by the 
Christmas seal sale. The seals with their bright blues, 
green and gold are a gay little decoration for letters and 
parcels and only cost a halfpenny each or 4/- per sheet 
of 100. There are Christmas cards to match at 8/- per 
dozen, or in black and white with a coach and horses 
design at 4/- per dozen. The seal sale opens on October 
19th, 1954, and both seals and cards can be obtained 
from the Duchess of Portland, Chairman N.A.P.T., 
Tavistock House North, Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.l.

(Continued from next column) 
the ability of Bookers to continue to serve the colony 
as an efficient and prosperous enterprise. To-day it 
is more important than ever that this identity of interest 
should be recognized, so that all of us may contribute to 
the health and wealth of the country.”

Mr. Campbell defined the chief function of public 
relations as being to provide honest and accurate in­
formation on matters of public interest, and so to 
increase understanding. “ We recognize,” he said, 
“ that the basis of that understanding must be con­
fidence, and we are determined to do our part in 
encouraging a greater sense of confidence in the future of 
the Colony. We believe that good public relations can 
play an important part in this endeavour.”

Mr. Tasker, who is 38, was formerly Organizing 
Director of the International Tea Market Expansion 
Board. In this capacity he was responsible for the 
Board’s activities to promote the interests of tea 
throughout the world, on behalf of the tea producers 
and the governments of India, Ceylon, Indonesia and 
British Africa, and he has travelled extensively in 
North America, Europe, Africa and Asia. During the 
war he served with the British Army in the campaigns 
in North Africa and the Mediterranean, North-West 
Europe and South-East Asia : he rose to the rank of 
Colonel, was awarded the O.B.E., and was twice 
decorated by the United States Government.

Accompanied by his wife, Mr. Tasker paid a short visit 
to British Guiana in August. He is expected to take up 
his duties in Georgetown towards the end of November.

Mrs. Marshall Hepher—more generally known as 
Esther Chapman, editor of the West Indian Review— 
leaves this country with Mr. Hepher at the end of this 
month for their home in Jamaica after a three months’ 
holiday on this side. They have spent much of their 
time motoring in England and Scotland and on the 
Continent.

An entertaining account of their journey is appearing 
in current issues of the Review.

Economics and Welfare

Part Played by Commercial Enterprise
ecent reports of the Comptroller of Development 

“ and Welfare in the West Indies have expressed 
concern in regard to finance for the continuance of 
welfare services which have been established throughout 
the British Caribbean, and these expressions of concern, 
emanating from such an authoritative source, have done 
nothing to allay the misgivings of an increasing number 
of critics who suggest that there is lack of appreciation 
of the fact that social services cost money which can only 
be provided so long as economic development keeps pace 
with social development. Many of these critics, indeed, 
contend that without economic development social 
development is impossible, and social services must 
collapse.

One of the most important factors in economic 
development is commercial enterprise, and where 
commercial enterprise is lacking, or is stultified, economic 
development comes to a halt.

The position in regard to continuance of social 
services in the British Caribbean has been eased, for the 
time being, by the announcement of further assistance 
made by the Secretary of State for the Colonies last 
year,* but not even the “ leftest of leftists ” can 
anticipate that the hard-pressed United Kingdom 
taxpayer can act as fairy godmother for ever. In fact, 
when seeking to persuade the House of Commons to 
agree to the provision of further assistance the Secretary 
of State was constrained to “ remind the House that 
the expenditure of colonial development and welfare 
funds also opens up further fields for private invest­
ment.”

Thus it becomes imperative that all inhabitants of a 
territory seeking improved social services and improved 
standards of living should be made aware of the need 
for every individual to co-operate to the full with 
sound and responsible commercial enterprise for the 
furtherance of economic development.

As education advances awareness will come, but the 
advance of education in general is dependent on the 
development of social services, and is a slow business. 
How then can this awareness be more rapidly com­
municated ?

One way would be for commercial enterprises them­
selves to get into closer touch with the populace and 
promote a better understanding of such services as they 
can, and do, render towards the promotion of prosperity 
and welfare in the territory. This step is being taken 
in British Guiana. Mr. J. M. Campbell, chairman of 
Bookers, announced on September 30th the appointment 
of Mr. Antony Tasker as Director of Public Relations 
for the Booker Group of Companies in that territory.

In explaining the appointment Mr. Campbell said 
that it was to help the people of British Guiana and 
Bookers to understand each other better. “ The 
people of British Guiana themselves,” he said, “ have 
the largest stake in the contribution that Bookers can 
make to the economic and social development of the 
country ; and every Guianese has a vested interest in

(Continued in preceding column)

♦See Circular, July, 1953, page 171.
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Economic and Social Problems in Barbados
-----------♦----------

Governor’s Address to Legislature

AT the opening of the 1954-55 Legislative Session 
on September 21st, the Governor of Barbados, Sir

L Robert Arundell, after a brief reference to the 
inauguration of a Ministerial system of government on 
February 1st, 1954, and other matters affecting the 
proceedings in the Legislature during the 1953-54 
session, gave the following account of progress in the 
affairs of the Colony during that period :

The financial year 1953-54 ended with a surplus on 
current account of over $2,000,000. There was, indeed, 
a net surplus of $1,000,000, after providing $1,000,000 
for capital expenditure. Half the surplus on current 
account was transferred to the Revenue Equalization 
Fund so that the General Revenue Balance on April 1st, 
1954, was the same as at the beginning of the previous 
financial year.

The current Budget also provides for a surplus on 
current account of $750,000, but nearly $2,000,000 of 
our General Revenue Balance are to be spent on capital 
works.

Expenditure of grants from Development and Welfare 
Funds on capital works during the financial year is now 
estimated at about $500,000.

SI,500,000 were raised locally during first quarter 
of this financial year, completing the loan °f $2,000,000, 
which was authorized by the Local Loan Act o . 
My Government will seek your approval to provi e 
further opportunities in the future for local mves men 
in Government securities.

Sugar the Mainstay
The sugar crop was a good one and thanks to the 

excellent labour relations and to the overall efficiency 
the industry it was taken off and processed in a. most 
satisfactory manner. The sugar crop is t e y
of our national economy and we must never folS^tbat 
there are imponderables, quite outside our control, 
which may effect the crop at any time. , . *

The paramount problem of the Island bo 
population and it must be abundantly c ea . 
prosperity and happiness of a 10nnQtan+ aim of
rising are to be increased, and this 1S the c sugar
my Government, something more thani a good sugar 
crop will be needed. Where can we f°r the nece^ 
sary expansion of our economy w i ,. services
enable us to raise the standards of our overnment 
and to provide full employment. must be
believes that the over-population Pr t f local 
approached not only through the 
resources and the
also through the promotion of planned pa 
among the people. , «parch for oilIn the field of natural resources th Barbados Gulf 
continues. The first well sunk by , a second well 

/trillpd A ni respecting licence covering 
is now being drilled. A Pr®sP® . sth Guif Corpora- 
the parts of the Island not include been
tion’s licence, operative from August 1st iy^, 
issued to the British Union Oil Company.

In the field of agriculture there is hardly any arable 
land that is not already under cultivation, but there is 
still scope for increasing the production from each and 
every acre of land, whether under sugar cane or under 
food crops ; there is room for an expansion of our dairy 
industry and for more small stock. In the related held 
of fisheries there is room for a large expansion. It is in 
these terms that my Government has been thinking. 
Consideration is being given by my Ministers to means 
of improving the agricultural extension services, to the 
financing of a central milk factory, to the encourage­
ment of pig-breeders, to the improvement of our internal 
marketing arrangements, which will include a new 
abattoir in Bridgetown, to the re-equipment of the 
fishing industry and to the provision of adequate cold 
storage accommodation for fish, meat, fruit and 
vegetables. An experimental scheme to assist in the 
mechanical cultivation of peasant holdings has already 
begun. Both large and small scale irrigation experi­
ments are in progress. Cane breeding research on a 
regional basis continues with assistance from Colonial 
Development and Welfare Funds. The artificial in­
semination of cattle has been adopted m order to 
improve the strain and to reduce the incidence of disease. 
A propaganda campaign was carried out in order to 
reduce the incidence of cane fires, which, in our con­
ditions, do much harm. The search for the cause and 
cure of the recent infestation of mealy bugs has keen 
intensified. I should also refer here to the difficult 
soil erosion problems presented by the Scotland district 
of the Island. My Government awaits the help promised 
by the Foreign Operations Administration of the United 
States of America before making plans for the area. 
Legislation to provide greater security of tenure for 
agricultural small holders and tenants of house-spots 
has been under consideration by my Government and 
is now being drafted.

Power for Industry
In the field of industry, enterprise is severely handi­

capped by the lack of industrial power. This problem 
hS been given anxious consideration by my Ministers 
It is hopld that plans to overcome the shortage of 
electric power will soon be formulated and implemented. 
Natural gas offers the only source of power to be found 
locally. The extent of the supply of natural gas which 
was recently discovered, has yet to be determined. So 
far as public utilities in general are concerned, it is 
eknected that the Public Utilities Act will shortly be in 
operation and the Public Utilities Board appointed and 
functioning. Legislation will be placed before you 
relating to the establishment of a Development Board 
for the encouragement of industry.

My Ministers are fully alive to the value of the tourist 
trade to our economy. They wish to see a f^her 
expansion of this industry, but are mindful of the 
problems which in the Caribbean area accompany such 

“you Ta^already voted funds to cover the cost of a
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survey of employment and unemployment, which is 
to begin next January. My Government believes that 
an authoritative appraisal of development possibilities 
should also be undertaken and an approach has been 
made to the International Bank in the hope that they 
will be prepared to send a Mission to the Eastern 
Caribbean. If the approach is successful proposals will 
be laid before you. My Government will continue to do 
everything possible to facilitate emigration, whether 
permanent or temporary.

Social Services
Turning now to social services : the first Government 

Health Centre was opened in Speightstown in August, 
1953. The St. Michael’s Health Centre at Enmore has 
been completed and is already in partial use. The 
buildings thus freed in the Hospital compound are 
now under conversion and will provide in the next few 
months forty new hospital beds. A new Nurses’ Home 
and a mechanical laundry are under construction at 
Stockton. This work is part of a comprehensive plan, 
financed mainly from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds, which you have approved. The pro­
vision it makes for the diagnosis and treatment of 
tuberculosis will, it is hoped, enable the islands to 
qualify for a grant from the World Health Organization 
and the United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund towards the cost of a B.C.G. campaign. 
A scheme for the eradication of the yellow fever carrying 
mosquito financed from the same sources, is well under 
way and consideration is being given to a further grant 
towards the development of our maternal and child 
welfare services. Steps have been taken to meet the 
possible danger to the island of the spread of poliomyelitis 
in the Caribbean.

New schools have been built at Half Moon Fort, 
Selah and the Pine, the last named having been a gift 
from Colonial Development and Welfare Funds. 
Blackman s House has been bought for conversion into 
a Secondary Modern School to serve the western part 
of the parish of St. Joseph. It is proposed that the new 
School at Six Cross Roads in St. Philip should also be 
constructed as a Secondary Modem School. The class- 
ro°m block of a Technical Institute has been built and 
the first stage of the rehabilitation of Combermere is

^rants from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds have made it possible to enlarge Erdiston 
framing College so as to extend the course from one to 
two years and to take in additional students from the 
Windward and Leeward Islands. Plans will be laid 
before you for the reconstruction of the Christ Church 
foundation Schools as a single combined school with 
separate departments for boys and girls, and a central 
block which would be common to both.

Much continues to be done in the field of social welfare 
and we should recognize and be grateful for the increas­
ing endeavours by so many members of the public 
New legislation relating to Children and Young Persons 
will be laid before you and also a law of adoption based 
on modem legislation on this subject. The question of 
Social Security has been the subject of a special study 
by Professor Richardson whose report is now under 
consideration by my Government. Assistance from the 
International Labour Organization in the preparation 
of a new Labour Code has been granted us.

As already announced, my Government believes that 
the provision of better houses for the people needs to be 
greatly speeded up and legislation will be laid before you 
which seeks to provide for a new and expanding pro­
gramme of construction and repair for all workers. 
Before the scheme of Housing Loans for Civil Servants 
can be put into operation it is considered advisable 
to make certain amendments to the Public Officers’ 
Housing Loan Act, 1952. This legislation will shortly be 
presented for your consideration.

A large programme of capital works is called for and 
is in progress. Some items have already been mentioned 
under Medical and Education and I should now add 
under completed works the Eagle Hall market, the post 
offices and libraries at Oistins, and Six Cross Roads, the 
St. John’s post office, the pavilion at Friendship, and 
numerous minor works which I cannot mention here. 
Additions, which include a new post office, are being 
made at Holetown Police Station, and a central fire 
station is under construction in Bridgetown. The 
Secretary of State has approved a grant from the 
Central allocation of Colonial Development and Welfare 
Funds to cover the capital costs of a regional Police 
Training School near Seawell. The Judiciary and the 
Ministries, besides some Government Departments, are 
in urgent need of additional accommodation. A 
phased programme of work has been prepared and I am 
addressing you separately on the subject.

Grants from the Labour Welfare Fund—and in the 
case of St. James a very generous gift from Mr. Ronald 
Tree—have recognized the need for playing fields and 
community centres in the country parishes. The 
provision of other amenities in rural areas is under 
consideration. Many improvements have been made to 
roads and bridges, and flood prevention is receiving 
attention for the first time. The runway at the Airport 
is being strengthened to take heavier planes. The 
rehabilitation and expansion of water supplies is pro­
gressing very satisfactorily.

By far the largest item of capital works is the proposed 
Deep Water Harbour. The steps necessary to imple­
ment this proposal are being actively pursued by my 
Government. The finance required amounts to more 
than half the island’s total estimated requirements 
(about $41,000,000) for development finance over the 
1955/60 period. It is our hope that assistance from 
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds will reduce the 
burden on the island’s resources but most of the cost 
of the harbour will have to be met by external borrowing.

In addition to the legislation to which I have already 
referred, it is proposed to lay again the Bill to Consolidate 
the Laws of the Island relating to the Representation 
oi the People and the Bill to make provision for the 
f termination of wages and conditions of work by means 

of Wage Councils, where adequate negotiatingmachinery 
does not exist. Among other new legislation to be laid 
before you there will be Bills to bring up to date the law 
relating to Weights and Measures ; to regulate and 
improve the conditions of work in Factories ; and to 
remedy deficiencies in the law relating to the sale and 
supply of Intoxicating Liquor.

Any individual member of the West India Committee 
is eligible for Life M ember ship on compounding his, or 

er, annual subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s.
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Bagasse as a Fuel Saver Jamaica Packaging Standards

Value as an Insulator
'Threatened fuel shortages are causing great concern 

in the United Kingdom, and with high fuel costs 
already a major embarrassment in many industries the 
importance of the adequate insulation of factory build­
ings and workshops is becoming increasingly recognized. 
The British Productivity Council has estimated that at 
least 5,000,000 tons of coal could be saved every year 
through insulation, and the United Kingdom govern­
ment has established a special loan fund to help factory 
owners to insulate their premises.

A contributor to the September issue of The Times 
Review of Industry discusses the value of bagasse for this 
purpose. “ For general application to buildings of all 
kinds the most economical and convenient insulation 
is in the form of boards, which are cheap to instal and 
can serve the dual purpose of acting as ceilings or 
partitions and retaining the heat. As raw material 
for insulating boards of this kind it has been found 
that bagasse, the long tough fibres which remain after 
the juice has been pressed from the sugar-cane, is in 
many respects unique and research has shown it to be 
superior to over 400 different fibres of other types which 
can be used for the purpose. Its most important 
physical features are purity, resistance to decay, length, 
strength and springiness of the fibre, bulk, toughness, 
and durability. The large numbers of air cells within 
the individual fibres contribute to good thermal 
insulation. Their serrated saw-tooth surfaces permit 
proper felting. The deficiency in nitrogen and mineral 
salts makes bagasse more resistant to decay than most 
other vegetable fibres.

“ In addition to these useful properties sugar cane 
fibre possesses other qualities which are in many respec s 
unique. The individual threads are of exceptional 
length and are barbed in a manner somewhat similar 
to woollen fibres. Thus in the formation of the boards 
they interlock and contribute to the production of a 
material of exceptional strength. Further ® Y 
decorated surface has a natural and powerful b^dmg 
action with concrete, plaster and bituminous ma > 
while the inherent toughness of the bagasse rende . 
boards unattractive to rats and other vermin

“ Cane fibre is extraordinarily durable. Its tough 
is demonstrated in the manufacturing process m that 
the machinery used to convert it into boards has to be 
specially designed because of the high s ress

Its high insulating capacity is stated o wHch the 
“to th! process of felting in the course of wMch^ 
interlocking action of the barbs on board
threads generates innumerable air ce s 
itself. The final product* has a density of 18 -
as against a maximum value of 2 • factor
in British Standard 1142 : 1953 and the K tacto_ 
(B.Th.U./sq. ft./hr./in. thickness/deg.F) 
pared with a specified maximum o • ' . , - shown
compared with ordinary building ma .ster, brick 
by the corresponding values for w ’ respectively.” 
and concrete of 1.05, 4.50, 8.00 and 10.00 respect y

(Continued at foot of nextcoljf^___ __________

Standard Capacities Specified
The Board of Trade Journal, on August 21st last, 

reported the receipt from Jamaica of a copy of the 
Standard Capacities Notice, 1954, in which the following 
standard capacities for packages containing alcoholic 
beverages and distilled alcoholic beverages liable to 
duty according to the liquid measurement thereof are 
specified :—

(a) Bottles or other containers whose contents are not 
less than 35 fluid ounces and not more than 40 
fluid ounces shall be deemed to be Imperial quarts 
and four of such bottles or other containers for 
the purpose of assessing duty thereon shall be 
taken and considered to measure one Imperial 
gallon ;

(b) Bottles or other containers whose contents are 
not less than 22| fluid ounces and not more than 
26 f fluid ounces shall be deemed to be reputed 
quarts and six of such bottles or other containers 
for the purpose of assessing duty thereon shall be 
taken and considered to measure one Imperial 
gallon ;

(c) Bottles or other containers whose contents are 
not less than 17 fluid ounces and not more than 
20 fluid ounces shall be deemed to be Imperial 
pints and 8 of such bottles or other containers for 
the purpose of assessing duty thereon shall be 
taken and considered to measure one Imperial 
gallon ;

(d\ Bottles or other containers whose contents are 
not less than 11 fluid ounces and not more than 
131 fluid ounces shall be deemed to be reputed 
pints and 12 of such bottles or other containers 
for the purpose of assessing duty thereon shall be 
taken and considered to measure one Imperial 
gallon; ,

(e) Bottles and other containers whose contents are 
not less than 8 fluid ounces and not more than 10 
fluid ounces shall be deemed to be Imperial 
half-pints and 16 of such bottles or other con­
tainers for the purpose of assessing duty thereon 
shall be taken and considered to measure one 
Imperial gallon ;

(f} Bottles or other containers whose contents axe 
not less than 5 fluid ounces and not more than 63 
fluid ounces shall be deemed to be reputed half­
pints and 24 of such bottles or other containers 
for the purpose of assessing duty thereon shall be 
taken and considered to measure one Imperial 

gallon._______ _______ ________
NJtabl^xmnpl^ fuel savings effected by the use 

of bagasse boards are stated to be available. Among 
instances given is the saving, in the welding shop of 
Ln engineering works, of 5,000,000 cubic feet of gas for 
teaters at an annual saving of £1,520. A Merseyside 
firm lined a 26,000 sq. ft. factory with the boards at a 

n? less than ¿2,000, and in six months claimed a 
saving of nearly ¿700 in reduced fuel bills, with at the 

a rise of 15°F. in the average temperature 
Ind the Cessation of complaints from workers that the 

factory was too cold.
*As processed by the firm of Celotex.
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Jamaica Processed Fruit

Output and Exports in 1952-53
,T'he September issue of Fruit Intelligence, the monthly 

publication of the Commonwealth Economic Com­
mittee, reports on recent developments in the fruit 
processing industry in Jamaica.

There are now nine companies in the island, each 
operating its own canning factory, against only one in 
1938, and a mass-production can-manufacturing plant 
was recently erected. Citrus fruits were the first to be 
canned on a commercial basis, but canned mango, 
guava and pineapple products are now important 
exports. Output of some of the major items in the 
1952-53 season is reported to be as follows : marmalade, 
101,000 cases ; citrus products, 222,000 cases ; canned 
pineapples, 11,000 cases ; guava products, 12,000 cases ; 
canned tomatoes, 111,000 cases.

A table based on official trade statistics shows marked 
fluctuations in the relative importance of the various 
exports during the last few years. There has been a 
marked reduction since 1949 in citrus pulp exports, the 
figures being: 1949—3,135 tons; 1950—576 tons; 
1951—149 tons; 1952—357 tons; 1953—173 tons. 
Canned grapefruit, of which only 6 tons were exported 
in 1949 and a negligible quantity in 1950, has now 
become one of the most important items, 764 tons being 
exported in 1951, 2,010 tons in 1952, and 1,536 tons in 
1953. Marmalade, another important item, was 
exported in 1953 (1,116 tons) on about the same scale 
as in 1949 (1,108 tons), but in 1950 exports were only 
4 tons, in 1951 were 165 tons, and in 1952 were 958 tons. 
Mango products (mango pulp, mangoes in brine, and 
mango jam) form another important item, totalling 
1,143 tons in 1953, though exports of mango chutney 
have declined from 643 tons in 1949 to 193 tons in 1950, 
21 tons in 1951, 3 tons in 1952 and 4 tons in 1953. There 
has been little progress in the canned pineapple industry, 
and exports since 1949 have been as follows : 1949— 
146 tons, 1950—29 tons, 1951—20 tons, 1952—177 tons, 
1953 213 tons. Canned tomato exports declined from 
750 tons in 1951 to 25 tons in 1953.

Caribbean Lodge

West Indian Visitors
THE following visitors from the British West Indies 

were welcomed at the 111th regular meeting of the
Caribbean Lodge, No. 4826 E.C., held at Freemasons’ 
Hall Great Queen Street, London, on September 28th •

Sr°\TL- T; Gray and Bro- C* A- Phillips, Lodge 
Thistle No. 1014 S.C. {Barbados} ; W. Bro. I Hutt 
Lodge Roraima, No. 4202 and Bro. A. E. Wright’ 
Lodge Union, No. 247 (British Guiana} ; Bro L D I 
Coore, Lodge Phoenix, No. 914 and Bro. P. Gunter 
Lodge Arawak, No. 6902 ( Jamaica} ; W. Bro. I s’ 
Sammy, Lodge United Brothers, No. 251 S.C Bro F 
Cross and Bro. H Leacock, Lodge Rosslyn,"No. 596 
q r” i 'nG'm *ltzPatnck> L°dge Alexandra, No. 1044

S!d BV\S* °- Price> Lodge Eastern Star, No. 3685 
S.C. (Irimdad).

Agriculture in Jamaica

A Popular Introduction
“ Tf you have been made agriculture-and-hard-work- 

minded, you have a ‘ trade ’ which will never let 
you down, as long as there is an acre of un worked land 
in the West Indies or elsewhere.”

This is the philosophy of Mr. N. A. Rudolf, as expressed 
in his recently published collection of notes on tropical 
agriculture,* and the quotation epitomizes the author’s 
obvious interest in matters agricultural and Jamaican. 
“ Undoubtedly,” he writes, “ Jamaica is agriculture- 
mad just now—the height of sanity, paradoxically 
speaking—and amateurs are probably making many a 
mistake which could be obviated by a little instruction. 
Hence these notes.”

Most of the notes were contributed in 1939 and 1940 
to the weekly publication Jamaica, the forerunner of the 
present West Indian Review, with the object of stimulat­
ing the food-drive in the war years. Having the merit 
of being both readable and useful, they probably made 
their contribution to the colony’s effort at the time. 
Gathered together, they give an interesting conspectus 
of Jamaican agriculture which can be commended to the 
general reader, while the author’s claim, that “ if the 
booklet were adopted as a supplementary one in schools, 
it might arrest and hold the attention of would-be 
agriculturalists even better than the established text­
books,” can be admitted. In places, however, the 
information given is unavoidably sketchy, and, now that 
The Farmer’s Guide has been made available by the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society, the serious cultivator is 
better catered for by the latter.

Ihere are references to the processing of agricultural 
products in the colony, to other industries now being 
developed, and to the tourist industry, of interest to the 
general reader.

Bauxite

U.S.A. Suspends Import Duties
1QBy an Act (Public Law 499), approved July 15th, 
1954, the United States of America has suspended for 
two years the duty on bauxite. The Act states

That, effective only with respect to articles 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for con­
sumption during the two-year period which begins on 
the day following the date of the enactment of this 
Act, no duty shall be imposed upon bauxite, crude, 
not refined or otherwise advanced in condition in any 
manner, or upon calcined bauxite when imported for 
use in the manufacture of firebrick or other re­
fractories under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall prescribe.”
Before the passage of this Act, crude bauxite was 

utiable at 50 cents per ton, and calcined bauxite at 
$LPer ton’ under P^graph 207 of the Tariff Act of 
1930, as amended.
n * "nt !S ^ruiJjul Barth. "Tropical Agriculture Without Tears.” 
T y i G t Kudolf’ B.S.A. (Guelph). Chantry Publications 
Limited, London, 1954. Price 5s.
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Edible and Essential Oils

Use of Antioxidants

yHE Minister of Food, Major the Rt. Hon. Gwilym 
Lloyd-George, M.P., has approved for publication 

a revised report presented to the Food Standards Com­
mittee by their Preservatives Sub-Committee, making 
recommendations about the use in foods of antioxidants, 
that is, substances which retard or prevent the develop­
ment of oxidative rancidity.

An earlier report on this subject by the sub-committee 
was published in June, 1953. Since then the sub­
committee have reviewed the representations received 
from trade and other interests and the revised report 
replaces the earlier report.

The present report, which has been endorsed by the 
Food Standards Committee, proposes that the Public 
Health (Preservatives, etc., in Food) Regulations should 
be amended to give effect to the sub-committee’s revised 
recommendat ions.

Before taking any action on the report the Minister 
of Food will receive any further representations which 
interested parties may wish to make. They should be 
addressed to the Assistant Secretary, Food Standards 
and Labelling Division, Ministry of Food, Great West­
minster House, Horseferry Road, London, S.W.l, and 
they should be lodged not later than November 30th, 
1954. Copies of the report may be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or from any bookseller (price 6d. plus postage).

In the revised report the sub-committee point out 
that doubt exists whether use of antioxidants in foods 
would infringe the Public Health (Preservatives, etc., 
in Food) Regulations ; that use, under strict control, of 
this class of substance in foods liable to oxidative 
rancidity is desirable to enable such foods to be kept in 
sound condition for longer periods and that use of 
antioxidants in foods is permitted in some other countries 
which may export foods so treated to this country.

The sub-committee have given consideration to the 
biological, physiological and functional properties o 
antioxidants and the technical problems involve in 
food manufacturing. In the light of the evidence^avail­
able the sub-committee have recommended that anti­
oxidants should be confined to foods liable to oxidative 
rancidity and should not be added to any foo s o 
than to edible oils and fats and to essential oi s, o w 
it should be permissible to add the following substances 
in quantities not exceeding those stated . f
octyl, or dodecyl gallate, or any mixture >
0.01 per cent, in edible oils and fats and 0.1 per cenl _ 
in essential oils ; butylated hydroxyamso e, * P , 
cent, in edible oils and fats and 0 1
Oils. Butylated hydroxyanisole up to 0.02 per ce 
may be used in conjunction with the gallates ( p t 
0.01 per cent.) in edible oils and fats, bu i mjxfure 
essential oils the total amount of antioxidan 
of antioxidants should not exceed 0.1 per c •

In the earlier report the antioxidants ’^?1^”jr0Xy- 
were confined to propyl gallate permitted
anisole ; and the amount of antioxidant I 
in essential oils was the same as for edi

For the purposes of the recommendations in the 
revised report the term “ edible oils and fats ” covers 
animal, vegetable and fish oils, whether hardened or not, 
vitamin oils and concentrates, and products consisting 
essentially of fat such as margarine, shredded suet, etc., 
but not including butter ; and the term “ essential 
oils ” includes their flavouring constituents—isolates 
and concentrates—but not flavouring essences.

The sub-committee finally recommend that the per­
missive addition of antioxidants to foods should be 
reviewed and, if necessary, amended in the light of 
experiences after a period of, say, two years.

In the body of the report the sub-committee note 
that they do not object to the use as synergists, in 
edible oils and fats and essential oils, of citric, tartaric 
or phosphoric acids ; also that they do not think it 
necessary to prescribe maximum limits for these 
substances.

Mr. J. C. McMichael

Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 
A death of Mr. James Clement McMichael, O.B.E., 
manager of the Antigua Sugar Factory and chairman of 
the Antigua Sugar Association, who died at the Holber- 
ton Hospital in that island on September 16th. He was 
a kindly man who, during over thirty years’ residence in 
Antigua, had endeared himself to all sections of the 
community and had undertaken much public work on 
their behalf. The passing of “ Mr. Mac,” as he was 
affectionately known, has caused widespread regret.

Born at Kirkcudbright, Scotland, in December, 1894, 
he was serving his apprenticeship with the Mirrlees 
Watson Co., Ltd., in Glasgow, when war broke out in 
August, 1914, and he immediately joined the Glasgow 
Yeomanry. He served overseas from May, 1915, until 
early 1919 and was awarded the Meritorious Service 
Medal.

In March of the following year he joined the staff of 
the Antigua Sugar Factory as assistant engineer becom­
ing chief engineer in 1924 and manager in 1939.

Mr. McMichael served for many years on the boards of 
public and private organizations and in the New Year 
Honours of 1953 he received the O.B.E.

He was married first to Miss Angela Roden, who died 
in 1943, and then to Miss Maud Roden, who survives 
him. His son, by his first marriage, is at school m 

England.
The funeral service was held at St. Michael s Church, 

which was filled to capacity by those who wished to pay 
their last respects. An even larger congregation waited 
outside the church during the service. Mr. McMichael 
was buried at St. George’s Church Cemetery and, as a 
tribute to his services in the first world war, his coffin 
was borne by members of the Leeward Islands Police 
Force, who also sounded the Last Post.

Mr. W. E. L. Walwyn
We also have to announce with great regret the 

death on Tuly 16th, of Mr. William Earle Llewellyn 
Wafwyn one the best known figures in St. Kitts. A 

memoir will appear in next issue.
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Use of Artificial Sweeteners

Concern of Food Experts
In a note in the August issue The International Sugar 

Journal draws attention to a resolution adopted by the 
Association of Food and Drug Officials of the United 
States, at their annual conference in May, in regard 
to the use in ordinary foods of synthetic sweeteners, 
which they regard as a violation of the Food, Drug and 
Cosmetic Act.

They have no objection to the use of such sweeteners 
in special dietary foods provided that these are clearly 
labelled, in type of the same prominence as the name 
of the product, as being for dietary purposes only, 
and segregated from ordinary foods. They further 
recommend that the goods should also bear the state­
ment “ Contains % per cent, saccharine (or sulphamate 
or the name of other non-toxic or harmless non-nutritive 
artificial sweetener) a non-nutritive artificial sweetener 
which should be used only by persons who must restrict 
their intake of ordinary sweets.”

Over-Population in Barbados

The report of a committee appointed by the joint 
Houses of the Barbados Legislature to examine the 
question of over-population in Barbados notes that the 

population of the island has increased by approximately 
30,000 souls within the last seven years and a half. 
This well exceeds the total number of people employed 
on the sugar estates and at the sugar factories, which 
is given as 25,250. With 1,540 inhabitants per square 
mile, the population of Barbados is one of the densest 
in the world.

Black Watch for British Guiana

As briefly reported in the Circular for July [page 199] 
the 2nd Battalion, The Black Watch are to replace 

the 1st Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland High­
landers in British Guiana.

Before their departure for the colony the Battalion 
were inspected by Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
at Crail, Fife, on September 21st. The Queen Mother, 
who is Colonel-in-Chief of the regiment, was accom­
panied by the Colonel of the regiment, Major-General 
Neil McMicking, and the Earl of Airlie, Lord Chamber- 
lain to the Queen Mother’s Household. After the 
inspection she addressed the parade, wishing the 
battalion God-speed on their journey and a safe return 
home.

Replying, the battalion commander, Lieut.-Colonel 
B. C. Bradford, expressed appreciation of the Queen 
Mother’s visit at a time when she was preparing for her 
tour of Canada and the United States.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“Ql’ rat eat new cheese.”

* * *
Mr. Douglas Pile, of Barbados, left London Airport, 

on September 30th, for Bridgetown after spending about 
three months on this side.

* * *
The Base Metal Mining Co. of Toronto, Canada, will 

shortly begin a series of test borings for oil in Jamaica, 
writes our correspondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs.

* * *
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. announce that Mr. 

Louis Alfred Bushe has been appointed a director of the 
company.

* *
Mr. Peter Nobbs, son of Captain H. Nobbs, former 

principal of Queen’s College, British Guiana, has joined 
the British Guiana Forestry Department as an assistant 
Conservator.

* * *
Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of Trinidad and 

Tobago, accompanied by Lady Rance, returned to Port- 
of-Spain on October 1st, after spending four months on 
holiday in the United Kingdom.

* * *
The title of the Colonial Audit Department has been 

altered to the Oversea Audit Department, and the 
Director General of Colonial Audit will be styled the 
Director General of the Oversea Audit Service.

* * *
Mr. William Mailer, a director of Bookers Sugar 

Estates, Ltd., left British Guiana on September 17th on 
retirement. Mr. Mailer had a long and disturbed 
career as a rubber planter and business administrator 
in Malaya before he went to British Guiana.

* * *
Dr G A. C. Herklots, Principal of the Imperial 

College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, arrived m 
London on September 16th for discussions with members 
of the governing body. He left London by air on 
September 30th for Port-of-Spam.

* * *
The Royal Bank of Canada announces the appoffit- 

ment of Mr. H. A. Channell as supervisor of.the bank s 
branches in the British West Indies wi succeeds
at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. Mr. Channell succeeds 
Mr. J. W. Bradshaw, who retires on pension.

* * * -r
Md a N C Thomas of Barbados, and his wile, 

lef London AfopJt on September 24th for their home 
in the Eastern Region of Nigeria where Thomas 
an agricultural officer. They have left their son at 

school in Scotland.
* * * ,

Miss Helen
Antigua, of September 19th, writ . d dens
rains—three to five inches, and the st°ck are
have responded with amazing japi - ' much happier 
already looking better and there is a mucn 1 

outlook everywh ere. ”

It was with great regret that we learned of the death, 
at Glasgow on October 3rd, of Bailie Violet Mary Craig 
Roberton, C.B.E., LL.D., for many years a member of 
Glasgow Corporation and a well-known social worker. 
Miss Roberton was an old member of the West India 
Committee and some years ago visited the West Indies.

* * *
Dr. A. M. W. Rae, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, 

Colonial Office, left England by air for an extended tour 
in the British Caribbean on September 30th, and is due 
back on December 21st. Dr. Rae will visit British 
Guiana, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Christopher and Nevis, 
Antigua, Barbados, St. Vincent, Trinidad, Jamaica, 
British Honduras and the Bahamas.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following: Mr. b. W. Allen, Mr. 
Rudolf Burke, Mr. J. B. Charles, Mr. V. A. Cooper, Mr. C. 
D. de Lisser, Mr. L. L. de Verteuil, Mr. E. Dalmer Dew, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Forbes, Mr. Albert Gomes, Mr. F O. 
Gonsalez, Miss B. Harper, Mrs. Marshall Hepher, Mr. 
C. E. Hitchins, Mr. S. Hochoy, Mr. R. L M. kirkwood, 
Captain H. V. M. Metivier, Mr. John Mordecai, Mr. A. E. 
Muschett, Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly Mr. K. J. Pearson 
Mr. G. Douglas Pile, Mr. W. C. Rennie Mr Harold 
Robinson, Mr. Charlesworth Ross Mr. P. M. Sherffick, 
Mr I H. Wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Walwj n, 
Miss Clarabell Grant, Mr. H. V.Luke Mr. A.W Rose, 
Mr N. F. Ross, Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, Mr. and Mrs. A. N. 
C. Thomas and Mr. R. F. Williams.

* * *
The West India Committee has been asked to help to 

find a photograph or portrait of the late Mr. Hugh Riley 
Semper who was Chief Justice of Gibraltar for a few 
months’™ 1882. He died on June 18th of that,year whi e 
still holding office. Mr. Semper was born inthe; Lee 
ward Islands and was Attorney General of St. Kitts, 
1870 Attorney General of the Leeward Islands 1872, 
Attorney General of Barbados, 1874, and Puisne Judge 

Br4ny member’ of the Committee who has a photograph 
nr can suggest where one may be obtained is requested 
to communicate with the secretary at 40, Norfolk Street, 

London, W.C.2.________

Freight Rates on Cocoa and Coffee

The Association of West India Transatlantic Steam- 
shin Lines in London has made an increase in the rate 
of Freight on cocoa and coffee from British West Indian 
ports to the United Kingdom and the Continent. As 
ports to luu have become :
r ° ™ItF the United Kingdom, 250s. per 20 cwt ; 
to^the Continent, 250s. per 1,000 kilos. Coffee to 
United Kingdom, 227s. 6d. per 20 cwt. ; to the Con- 
Hnent 227s 6d. per 1,000 kilos. This represents an 
increase of 20s. on each item.

These rates are subject to a deferred rebate of 10 per 
cent, under usual Conference conditions.
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Some Books Reviewed

Historical Outline of the B.W.I.
Sir Alan Bums was bom in the West Indies and 

during a long career in the colonial service has been 
stationed in several and has visited all of the British 
West Indian colonies. Out of this intimate association 
there has obviously grown a deep and affectionate 
regard. One feels that in undertaking so large a work* 
Sir Alan Burns allowed that regard to outweigh his 
better judgment. There is much good reading in the 
book, but for all that the total result is disappointing. 
It must be emphasized, however, that the difficulties 
which face anyone attempting such a wide and general 
survey of a scattered archipelago of colonies are enor­
mous. These difficulties, one feels sure, were recognized 
by the author, and it seems fair that his readers should 
also be made aware of them.

The most striking feature of Sir Alan Burns’s book is 
that of a total 700 pages of text the history of the 
British West Indies since the emancipation of the slaves 
is confined to the last 50 pages. This follows largely 
from the fact that less is known about the 120 years 
since the freeing of the slaves than the centuries pre­
ceding it. Standard works on post-emancipation history 
are few, and the writer who sets out to cover nearly 
500 years of development cannot undertake to keep 
constant tryst with the original sources. Yet, that is 
certainly inadequate treatment of the important social, 
political and economic changes since 1838.

The book, according to the author, is “ designed to 
give the general reader interested in the West Indies an 
outline of the history. . . . ” ; but there is, for the period 
up to 1838, far too much to be called an outline ; and 
for subsequent years far too little to be called a history. 
One would suspect that the lay reader would want to 
know about developments more recent than those of 
the days of Columbus, Drake, or even Nelson.

It is in the pre-emancipation centuries that the author 
is clearly more comfortable, but here the story is marred 
by too profuse detail. From the abundant material a 
clear picture of West Indian development fails to emerge. 
The long accounts of the voyages of exploration and of 
warfare are not wholly necessary. Not until nearly 
half-way through the book are the British West Indies 
securely established ; but surely it is after this that their 
history as such really begins.

The following chapters, dealing with the period 
between 1670 and 1838, are in fact the most important 
part of this work. The problem here is how to present 
the argument. Sir Alan Burns has chosen to divide his 
chapters into sections, an introductory one followed by 
separate sections each dealing with a particular colony 
or group of islands. The result is that without any 
sustained general approach these chapters remain 
essentially as a chronological series of local accounts 
What common ground is there upon which the historian 
might stand ? Possibly it is the sugar economy during 
slavery, but Sir Alan did not set out to write an economic

History of the British West Indies. By Sir Alan Burns 
LondonGeorge Allen and Unwin Ltd. 9 J in. by 6 in., pp. 821 ’ 
I nee 70s. net, or post free from the West India Committee 

history, and sugar hovers uncomfortably in the back­
ground.

There are many reasons why this is not a satisfying 
book, but they constitute a reflection on the difficulty 
of the task rather than on the author whose heroic 
labours have not quite succeeded.

D.G.H.

Mr. George Lamming’s New Novel
'T’he subject of West Indian immigration into this 

country has recently hit the newspaper headlines;
as recently as September 23rd did the Daily Telegraph 
print half a column describing the arrival of a ship 
carrying 700 emigrants from the West Indies, while a 
leading article in the same issue asked for the setting up 
of a Royal Commission to deal with the whole question, 
at the same time putting part of the blame for unem­
ployment in Jamaica fairly and squarely on last year’s 
Cuban trade pact.

It is thus an extremely topical theme that Mr. George 
Lamming has chosen for his second novel,* although for 
that matter his emigrants must have left their islands 
about four or five years ago, when he himself came to 
this country. Oddly enough, the author himself 
figures in the first 20 pages, but fades out entirely when 
the emigrant ship leaves Guadeloupe and only reappears 
in one brief section towards the end of the book.

The first part of the book is quite successful; in it 
we meet the emigrants in the ship which is carrying 
them to England ; very few have any idea of what 
they are going to do on arrival; almost all are simply 
hoping for “ a better break ” or else for some form of 
diploma to take back. Their endless talk reveals their 
hopes and fears for their new life.

In the latter part, in which the scene is mostly set in 
London, the author’s touch is less sure. It is true that 
there is more incident, some of it exciting, and the West 
Indians remain genuine characters and retain our 
sympathy. “In the ship and even in the hostel there 
was a feeling, more conscious in some than others, 
that England was not only a place but a heritage.” 
But the author fails to give us a properly balanced 
picture of life in this country. What, for instance, are 
we to make of the young African undergraduate at 
Cambridge who (it is a don speaking) “took the first 
degree in his second year with honours, and then dis­
appeared . . . for about six months. Then towards the 
end of the term he appeared. Asked permission to do a 
Master’s degree ” (the italics are ours). Nor are we less 
mystified when it is added “ For the novelty of it they 
let him, and he passed.” Of the principal West Indian 
characters almost all meet with some kind of misfortune; 
one of the women has an abortion and three become 
lesbians. There are other unpleasant incidents.

The chief failings of this book are a certain lack of 
selectivity and its frequent obscurity, which is not to be 
confounded with profundity. When Mr. Lamming 
makes more concessions to his readers he may write a 
novel of real distinction. Nevertheless he has tackled a 
new idea for a work of fiction with boldness and con­
siderable success. G.N.K.

* The Emigrants. By George Lamming. With a portrait of 
the author by Denis Williams. London:' Michael Joseph, 1954. 
\vln\ y i-4 ’n’’ PP’ Pr'ce 15s. net, or post free from the 
West India Committee, 15s. lOd.
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The Homeward Mail

BAHAMAS

GOVERNOR on Leave. Our correspondent, Mr. 
Cleveland H. Reeves, writing from Nassau on 
September 23rd, states : “ The Governor, Lord 

Ranfurly, with Lady Ranfurly and their daughter, 
recently left for a short holiday in the United States. 
During his stay, His Excellency will visit labour camps 
in various parts of the States, where Bahamian labourers 
are now employed by American farm owners. During 
his absence from the colony, the Government is being 
administered by the Hon. Gardner Brown, the Colonial 
Secretary.

Aquarium Planned. “ After years of discussion 
and planning Nassau may have a place to display the 
wonders of Bahamian marine life. The Colonial 
Secretary’s office has recently announced that proposals 
seeking government assistance and concessions have 
been made from * private interests for the construction 
of an aquarium in New Providence.

Sir Kenneth Solomon Ill. “ Sir Kenneth Solomon, 
President of the Legislative Council, and one of Nassau’s 
most outstanding citizens and attorneys, is now in 
Roosevelt’s Hospital, New. York, where he was recently 
admitted for treatment. All of Sir Kenneth s many 
friends hope for his speedy recovery.

Government House Being Renovated. “Work 
on the cleaning and general repairing of Government 
House has now started under the supervision of the 
Public Works Department. During the last session of 
the Legislature ¿3,000 was voted for general improve- 
ment to the Governor’s home.

Tourist Trade. “ Between now and the end of the 
year, eight cruise ships will make a total 0 ca s a 
Nassau. This summer has been on the whole a very 
good one for the tourist trade, and more tourists have 
visited Nassau than in any other summer in the history 

of the Bahamas. (
New Member of Legislative Council. Mr 

W. B. Johnson, a well-known citizen of Nassau was 
recently appointed a member of the Legislative CounciL 
Mr. Johnson, now manager of the Bahamas Produce 
Exchange, is also a member of the Agricultural Boari 
A younger brother of Mr. Johnson is also an Anglican 

Priest at present in Barbados.
Bishop’s Visit. “ The Right Rev. Ronald Knowles, 

first Bahamian-bom Bishop of the Ang Y Nassau 
now Bishop of the Diocese of Antigua arrived mi Nassau 
by Pan American Airways on September 17th fm a two 
week’s visit to his old home. Bishop shioners and 
at the airport by a large throng of ° P of church 
friends. He recently attended a conference^ 
workers in Evanston, Illinois, U.S. ., 
back to Antigua after a vacation m E gl

Minister Honoured. Ine K • recently
Pastor of Bethell Baptish Church, * Lakeland,
honoured by the Florida Baptist - ’ Inly 5th
Florida, when at a special service held on juy 

the}7 conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
Mr. Brown has been Pastor of Bethell for over 15 years, 
is a graduate of Atlanta Baptist Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia, and has done outstanding work as head of 
Bethell Baptist Church, in addition to good community 
work, in Nassau.

New Catholic School. “ The Roman Catholic 
Body here has laid the foundation of another high school 
and academy on a site recently leased from the Bahamas 
Government adjoining Fort Charlotte. This building, 
which will be of the most modern type and well equipped, 
will comprise an infant department, a high school 
department and a girls’ academy. This is the third 
school building to be erected by Catholics during the 
last three years.

Civil Service Inquiry. “ Two Government com­
mittees have been appointed by the Governor ; one to 
investigate conditions and make recommendations in 
regard to improving conditions in our postal services, 
and the other to make departmental investigations and 
recommendations for the improvement of the Civil 
Service in general. Both are still sitting, and are 
interviewing a number of outstanding and experienced 
citizens. A report of both of these committees will be 
submitted to our Legislature at its next opening in 
October.

Crown Lands New Building. “ Tenders have 
closed for the erection of a new and spacious Crown 
Lands building for the purpose of housing Mr A. 
Sweetenham, Crown Lands Officer, and his staff. The 
building will be erected on a beautiful site on East 
Bay Street overlooking the harbour. It will be a two- 
storey concrete structure at an estimated cost of 
£25,000.

New Board of Education Schools. “ The Board 
of Education has announced that plans are now being 
prepared for the erection of several new school buildings, 
including a New Eastern Preparatory School to be 
erected on the same plot of land as the Eastern Senior 
School and a New Southern Senior School on Wulff 
Road South. In addition to these new buildings four 
rooms will be added to the Western Senior School 
building to accommodate the overflow of children attend 
ing that school.

New Library. “ The Legislative Council just before 
its closing in July, voted the sum of £8,000 for the 
erection of a library building in the eastern district of 
Nassau (Free Town) section, and the sum of £2,300 foi 
the purchase of a suitable site upon which to erect the 
building Through the efforts of the two representatives 
of the district, the Hon. R. T. Symonette, and Mr. 
A E J. Dupuch, this most necessary and long-waited- 
for library will at last be erected.

Acting Chief Justice. “ His Lordship Guy W. 
McHenderson, Chief Justice of the Bahamas, has gone 
on leave, and the Hon. bredenck Southworth, the 
Attorney-General, is now acting Chief Justice. He will
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represent the Bahamas Government at a three-day con­
vention of the Florida Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ 
Association to be held in Miami, Florida, at the end of 
this month.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Sugar Production. Our correspondent, in a news­

letter from Georgetown dated September 22nd, states : 
“ The mid-year rains which began in early April lasted 
until mid-September—over five months instead of the 
usual three, and this delayed sugar production ; but 
better weather has set in, and with a dry autumn and 
no strikes the year’s production should be over 235,000 
tons.

Cane Farming Scheme. “ Mr. G. B. Peterkin, 
who for 25 years was on the staff of the Gezira scheme 
in the Sudan, has arrived to take charge of the experi­
mental cane-farming scheme which Bookers Sugar 
Estates, Ltd. are starting at Wales Estate on the 
Demerara River. This scheme, under which about 
800 acres of land will be rented in units of approximately 
10 to 15 acres per family, is designed to give the worker 
a larger stake in the sugar industry, and if it is suc­
cessful similar schemes will probably be established on 
other estates.

Rice Crop. “ The prolonged rains have helped the 
growth of this crop and if no premature rain affects 
reaping there should be a record crop of about 80,000 
tons of rice this year.

Oil. “ The McBride Oil and Gas Corporation of 
Texas, U.S.A., registered locally a subsidiary, the 
McBride Oil and Gas Corporation of British Guiana, 
Ltd., with a capital of $170,000. 

New Agricultural Director. “ Mr. A. F. MacKenzie

Loee above]

has replaced Mr. H. H. Croucher as Director of Agri­
culture. Mr. MacKenzie has had considerable experience 
of rice cultivation.

Cattle. “ To improve the quality and production of 
the colony’s beef, the Government has imported from 
Texas and Alabama 23 Santa Gertrudis calves for 
breeding in the Rupununi district. These animals have 
cost $6,000 to $8,000 each, but the breed is famed for 
its beefiness and resistance to heat and disease and they 
should prove a profitable investment.

Credit Corporation. “ The British Guiana Credit 
Corporation had, up to the end of August, approved 
applications for loans totalling nearly $313,000. Four 
million dollars is now available for housing loans and 
over 300 applications have already been granted.

Visit of M.P. “ The Rt. Hon. Hilary Marquand, 
M.P., a world authority on economics and industrial 
relations, paid a nine-day visit to the colony, during 
which he interviewed various officials and organizations 
and saw a good deal of the country. He lectured in 
Georgetown at an industrial relations course organized 
by the extra-mural department of the University 
College of the West Indies, and gave a radio talk on 
‘ People, Parliament and Government in the United 
Kingdom.’

Subversive Literature Law. “ The Legislative 
Council passed a Bill amending the Undesirable Publica­
tions Ordinance so that subversive publications can no 
longer evade the law by changing their names.

P.P.P. Prison Parade. “ Mrs. Janet Jagan was 
committed to jail for three months after failing to pay a 
fine of $250 for holding an illegal meeting. A few days 
later she was brought from jail to the Magistrate’s Court 
on a Governor’s warrant and after trial was fined $126 

or three months imprisonment 
for possession of a copy of 
the banned publication Soviet 
News. She chose the prison 
sentence, which is to run con­
currently with the one she is 
now serving. A few days after 
Mrs. Jagan was committed to 
prison, her husband, Dr. Cheddi 
Jagan, was released, as he had 
served his sentence for dis­
obeying a restriction order.

“ The Supreme Court has 
dismissed the appeals brought 
by Mr. Mahaballi Lachman 
Singh and Mr. Adjodha Singh, 
P.P.P. leaders, against their 
conviction for holding an illegal 
meeting. Mahaballi is a 
brother of the deposed P.P.P. 
Minister, Dr. J. P. Lachman 
Singh, who was sentenced re­
cently for possession of banned 
literature. Both Mahaballi 
and Adjodha Singh have failed 
to pay their fines, and have 
joined the doctor in jail.

“ The P.P.P. weekly paper, 
Thunder, is declaiming frantic­
ally as usual, and has announced
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that it will publish Dr. Jagan’s account of his prison 
life, but the ‘ martyrdom ’ of these champions of 
‘ liberty ’ has caused singularly little disturbance so far 
and the general public is looking on with amusement at 
this P.P.P. Punch and Judy show. However, a handful 
of fanatical Communists are still working hard under­
ground.

Robertson Commission Report. “ News that the 
report of the Constitutional Commission headed by Sir 
James Robertson has arrived in the colony and will be 
released soon has caused considerable speculation, and 
everyone is waiting eagerly for its release.

The Bar. “ Figures recently released by the Regis­
trar of the Supreme Court show that since 1945 the 
number of lawyers in the colony has more than doubled. 
There are now 71 barristers and 34 solicitors against 
26 barristers and 23 solicitors in 1945.

Medical Services. “The Commission of Inquiry 
appointed to investigate the colony s medical services 
is now sitting. Its members are Dr. G. A. Clark (chair­
man) ; the Rev. M. A. Cossou ; Mr. Sugrim Singh ; 
Mrs. Esther Dey ; Dr. G. Giglioli; Mr. H. C. Hugh, 
nominee of the British Guiana branch of the British 
Medical Association ; Mr. A. Perry, nominee of the 
British Guiana Trade Unions Council; and Dr. J. 
Bisessar, nominee of the General Nursing Counci . 
Dr. Clark is Senior Principal Medical Officer of the 
Ministry of Health of the United Kingdom.

Smuggling. “ Noticing that a well-known George­
town merchant often flew to Trinidad by one plane and 
returned by the next, an alert Customs ?fficer/^roughly 
searched his baggage after a recent trip and found 160 
watches and other goods. The magistrate fined th s 
enterprising trader $4,452.

Transport Department. “ Colonel G. B. Thomson, 
formerly traffic manager of the Transport and Harbours 
Department, has been promoted general manager ofA 
department in place of Mr. A. J. F. Bunning, who 

retired recently.
Naval Visitors. “ On her second visit to the colony 

in two years, H.M.S. Veryan Bay anti-an-eraft fng^e, 
spent six days at Georgetown. The officers and .; 
were entertained in British Guiana s usual hospitable

Tennis “ For the third consecutive year the British 
Guiana tennis team won the Queen
which is competed for annually by urm none of its 
Guiana. The British Guiana team lost none ot its 
matches during this year’s tournament.

BRITISH HONDURAS
New Forest Policy. Our correspondent wntmg 

from Belize on September 20th st^ .A newfore^ 
policy has been formulated. It imber and other 
adequate and increasing suPI<b h ple, industries 
produce at a reasonable price: to h P P^ succeeds 
and trade of the colony and for ep t , was 
the 30 years old ‘ far-reaching forest policy £nor_ 
expected to revolutionize the mah^tment in that 
mous sums have been spent by consisted of
time, principally in the ^7 concrete
more tail than dog, without any & need for the 
being accomplished to this day. forests is
conservation and development 

undeniable ; and though the intention ‘ to maintain a 
forest department of sufficient strength supplied with 
sufficient funds to carry out the forest policy ’ is some­
what reminiscent of the plethora of ‘ assistant con­
servators ’ once stationed here, everyone will wish the 
new endeavour well.

Model Indian Village. “ Some of the Maya and 
Kekchi Indians in the southern or Toledo district 
reservation are not concentrated in large enough com­
munities to justify a school or other amenity. The 
Government, with their agreement, is now going to 
establish a model village on a site selected by the 
Indians adjoining the reservation. A departure from 
their traditional dwelling of close-built stakes (sometimes 
coated with marl or clay) with palm-thatch roof, is 
houses of ‘ landcrete ’ blocks from soil, made by a machine 
presented by the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Organization. Materials and help from other funds are 
also to be given for building pig pens, latrines, etc. 
One questions the wisdom of some of this assistance to a 
section of the population which, while fulfilling its 
duties as citizens, has always led an independent 
existence in a type of house suited to the climate.

Grants to British Honduras. “ Since 1946 British 
Honduras has received over $9,000,000 from the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Fund. Comparisons 
by the C.D. & W. in giving this figure are that British 
Honduras has received nearly twice as much as any 
other territory per head of population, while in the 
Caribbean area the range is from four times as much 
as British Guiana to thirty times as much as Trinidad.

Marine Survey. “ At present in British Honduras 
waters is H.M.S. Vidal the most up-to-date survey ship 
in the world. She is examining the need for a marine 
survey in West Indies waters, the last full hydro- 
graphical survey here dating back to 1824.

Land Survey. “ Eleven thousand pounds has been 
given from C.D. & W. funds to speed-up survey work 
towards agricultural and forestry development. The 
grant will increase the team-power m the held.

DOMINICA
Bananas. Writing from Dominica on September 

28th our correspondent states : “ The contract with 
Antilles Products Ltd. still prevails, but the character 
of the company has somewhat altered 1 m that^the shm-es 
are now held almost exclusively Van 7
of Gee^t Industries Ltd., of England The price of 
bananas has risen in accordance with theterms^of the 
contract At the commencement of the contract in 
1949 the price paid by Antilles Products was 4 cents per 
lb In 1953 the price increased to 5 cents per lb. This 
lb. in l p lb The grower receives
Scents Pon delivery to Antilles Products Ltd., the 
other 1 cent being retained by the association for the 
running . the --datmn and disease^ 
SeTto be" fcced^each quarter and is based on the 

United Kingdom green boat price.
Citrus. “ A Citrus Co-operative Association has 

been formed, and it is expected that Geest Industries 
Ltd. will purchase the entire grapefruit crop this year.

Limes. “ The increased price of bananas is particu-
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larly welcome because of the serious decline in the price 
of limes. At present Mr. J. B. Charles is on his way to 
London to attend a conference in connexion with 
citrus which the limegrowers hope will result in a better 
price for limes in the future. Although the conference 
is to deal mainly with citrus other than limes, the 
problems being so similar, a solution for one will in part 
solve the problems of the other. The drop in the price 
of limes is due to a number of factors, but the most 
recent is the competition being offered by Mexico, 
especially since the devaluation of the peso. The 
planters in Dominica are hopeful that the Imperial 
Government will see its way to grant preference terms 
to West Indian growers for on such a condition only 
can the future of the lime, citrus and banana industries 
look promising.

New Legislative Council. “ The second Legis­
lative Council to be convened under the new constitution 
met on September 9th to take the oaths. The new 
members to take their seats were : Mr. F. A. Baron, 
for Roseau South ; Mr. J. B. Charles, for the Western 
District; Mr. L. C. Didier, for the Eastern District ; 
Mr. J. Allyson Stewart Boyd, for Roseau North. Mr. 
H. D. Shillingford, Mr. R. B. Douglas, Mr. Lionel 
Laville and Mr. St. Luce were returned. Mr. F. O. C. 
Harris avoided the polls, but was nominated by the 
Governor as were also Mr. Oliver Green and Colonel 
Strong. The opening of the Council was accompanied 
by much pomp and ceremony and the people of Dominica 
are hopeful that this impressive opening is an indication 
of the seriousness with which the new Council views 
the task which lies before it for the next three years.

Carib Theatre. “ The new cinema which was opened 
on July 7th continues to draw crowds. The wide 
screen, and the excellent acoustics as well as the comfort 
offered, are all very welcome features of this new building. 
The building enhances the appearance of the town and 
compares favourably with the cinemas of the Windward 
and Leeward groups.

The Weather. “ Heavy rains fell on the night of 
September 27th. As a result numerous landslides 
occurred and many roads were rendered impassable. 
The Public Works Department will be kept exceptionally 
busy for the next few days clearing the roads. We 
understand that a rough estimate of the cost to be 
incurred by the Public Works Department as a result of 
the damage caused by the storm is in the region of 
£4,000, a sum which of course cannot be met from the 
sum allocated to the department in the budget compiled 
last year. Accompanying the heavy rains was an 
electrical storm of an intensity and for a duration that 
has not been witnessed for years in this island. On the 
public road to the south of Roseau a large rock fell 
from a cliff into a small wooden house. The two rooms 
into which the rock fell were extensively damaged but 
fortunately (and amazingly) the three occupants of 
that portion of the house were uninjured.”

GRENADA
1 Ele5tlonsc\ Kent’ our correspondent, in a
letter from St. Andrew s dated September 23rd states •

On September 20th voters went to the polls for the 
second time since the institution of the universal adult 
franchise to elect eight members to the Legislative 

Council. Campaigning started off some two months 
ago at a gentle pace but increased in tempo as the 
day approached. Contests in every case were very keen 
as indicated by the fact that there were 32 contestants 
for the eight seats. The president of the Manual and 
Mental Workers’ Union, Mr. Eric Gairy, whose party 
won six seats in the 1951 election, returned from Trinidad 
some time in June and proceeded to sponsor candidates 
for the various constituencies and to campaign on his 
own behalf for the parish of St. George’s. Polling went 
off in good humour and with little of the acrimony that 
characterized the 1951 election. When the results were 
announced it was learned that six of Mr. Gairy’s candi­
dates had been elected and the only two seats which 
his party had not secured were those for the town of St. 
George’s, which the old veteran Mr. T. Albert Marryshow 
retained by a majority of some four hundred votes, 
and Carriacou, where Mr. F. B. Paterson, who lost the 
1951 election after representing the island for many 
years, regained his seat. Of the old council four 
members retained their seats and four members were 
ousted. It is significant that only 64 per cent of the 
electorate voted and of these 10 per cent spoilt their 
ballots.

Governor to Return. “ The Government Office 
has announced that the Governor, Mr. Edward Betham 
Beetham who, with Mrs. Beetham, has been on holiday 
in the United Kingdom is expected to return to the 
colony on September 29th.

Mr. Dodd’s Visit. “Mr. P. H. F. Dodd, of the 
West Indian department at the Colonial Office, will visit 
the colony from September 25th-28th. He will hold 
talks with Government officials and will revisit the 
island in October.

Outbreak of Polio. “ Following on the outbreak 
of infantile paralysis in Trinidad, there have been four 
cases reported locally to date. Strict quarantine 
regulations are being enforced and it is hoped the spread 
of the disease will be halted.

Banana Shipments. “ Shipments of bananas, which 
totalled over 200 tons during August, are showing a 
steady increase as the plants (over 75,000) imported by 
the Grenada Agriculturist’s Union come into bearing. 
Peasant interest is growing steadily and at present the 
limiting factor is the short supply of plants.

Weather. “ Heavy rains during September have 
speeded up the planting of clonal cocoa and the supply 
of plants falls far short of the demand. Rainfall during 
July and August was low and as a result the crop will be 
late and may be short.

Pier Collapses. “ On August 22nd No. 4 shed on the 
St.. George s pier sank into the sea shortly after cargo 
weighing about 150 tons and comprised chiefly of 
fertilizer had been landed and stored in it. The pier, 
which was completed a little more than ten years ago, 
was built on Greenheart piles which have shown signs 
of rapid deterioration at water-level ever since. No 
blame can be attributed to the Grenada Public Works 
Department, as the building of the pier was entrusted 
to other hands.”

JAMAICA
Self Government. Mr. H. P. Jacobs, our corres-
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pondent, in a letter from Kingston dated September 
28th, states : “A committee of the House of Repre­
sentatives appointed to consider constitutional changes 
has recommended that after the elections full internal 
self-government should be established, with two addi­
tional ministers to take over the new departments 
(including Justice and Police). The ex-officio members 
of the Executive Council (including the Governor) 
should be removed from that body, of which the Chief 
Minister or his deputy would be chairman. The two 
nominated members would be nominees of the Chief 
Minister. A special judicial service commission should 
advise the Governor on appointments, etc., in the 
judicial service. The Attorney General would act at 
his sole discretion in such matters as would be in the 
discretion of the British Attorney General. Changes 
in the Legislative Council and in the number of con­
stituencies should await the next step in advance, 
whether Dominion 
status or not.

Citrus Prices.
“ The serious fall which J ' 
had been feared in New 
Zealand citrus prices g 
will not take place. f 
As a result of a visit to J g ' 
New Zealand by Mr. 
R. L. M. Kirkwood, 
chairman of the Citrus 
Growers’ Association, 
it has been agreed that 
there will be only 
minor reductions in 

Mr. Henry Hopkinson, M.P. MTrìn?dad State fOF

prices for the coming 
crop. Grapefruit will 
pay 24/- a box f.o.b. 
Kingston, oranges 28/- 
by 2/- to 32/- as the 
crop advances, and 
ortaniques 36/-. Bitter 
complaints were made 
by the New Zealanders 
of the quality of much
of the citrus supplied o++^mnt-to them, and the Citrus Growers Association is attempt 
ing to improve the selection m the 1 /o P

unlikely to ship any honey this year to the «d 
Kingdom beyond the 1,000 barrels already exporte

Botanist’s Visit. “ Dr. ^jArnof^
Arnold Professor of Botany at the weeks
at Harvard, arrived on September 9tha ^^h a 
study of the flora of bauxite sol^“^der the 
systematic survey now being Circular,
auspices of the Institute of Jamaica. [See ci 
September issue, page 246.] 000,000

Alterations to Waterfron • f t further west, 
project for resiting Kingston s wa^ considered
in three stages spread over 10 y » 

as a result of the report received from the Danish 
engineers, Christian! and Neilsen, on free port possi­
bilities in Jamaica.

Cars for Salesmen. “ Twenty-five thousand dollars 
have been allocated to the Chamber of Commerce for the 
purchase of second-hand cars in the dollar area, under 
certain conditions, for travelling salesmen.

Cocoa Control. “ Imported cocoa powder is being 
distributed by the Trade Administrator’s Department, 
and the prices are controlled. These are temporary 
measures due to world shortage. Local cocoa powder 
will be available again by December.

Standards Bureau. “ A scheme for a bureau of 
standards, involving a grant of about £4,000 from the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Research bund, has 
been approved by the House of Representatives for 
submission to the Secretary of State.

Polio Outbreak.
--------------- —— “£)r Melville Macken­

zie, the visiting polio­
myelitis expert, re­
ported that the first 
cases in the present 
outbreak occurred in 
the Monymusk area, 
beginning on June 9th, 
but was unable to say 
decidedly whether the 
outbreak was due to a 
new virus, lowered re­
sistance, or increased 
virulence of the en-

The lowdemie virus.
death rate, he felt, 
might be due to the 
fact that polio was not 
attacking many adults. 
Schools have reopened, 
but cases continue to be 
reported and the num­
ber has now reached 
more than 340.

Housing Demon-
stration. “A Regional Housing Demonstration Week 
was held early in September, with Cuba, Surinam and 
Puerto Rico represented as well as British territories.

nuhnn’s Visit “The Assistant Bishop of Lagos,

“ “w Whiten, t Bay .»d

the Corporate Area.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Homes for Sugar Workers. Our correspondent,

^^tJv I abour Welfare Committee for the furtherance 
o? Itscheme for making loans to sugar workers and 
°f its scheme for&the purchase of the material
peasan build their own homes. Much work

Md. „4 I. B >»p.d
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this further money will enable about 5,000 additional 
families to acquire their own homes during the next six 
years. A determined bid is being made to see the end 
of the barracks on the sugar estates.

Trinidad Steel Band. “ Hundreds of thousands 
of Canadians are reported to have gone steel band crazy 
and are more aware of the existence of Trinidad through 
the overwhelming success now being enjoyed by the 
Esso steel band which was a feature attraction at the 
Imperial Oil Company exhibit at the Canadian National 
exhibition. On one day of the exhibition the band 
played to an audience of more than 12,000 people, 
breaking all previous records for the number of persons 
attending in any one company’s exhibit on any one day. 
It has been said that the Steel Band gave Trinidad a 
million dollars worth of advertising.

Yellow Fever. “ The Government campaign against 
yellow fever has now got well under way. The 100,000 
residents of Port of Spain and surrounding districts 
have been inoculated and the teams of doctors and 
nurses are now carrying on their work farther afield.

“ Unfortunately, seriously exaggerated foreign press 
reports of the outbreak have caused several ships to 
by-pass the island; others have anchored in the stream 
and have not allowed their passengers to come ashore. 
The neighbouring republic of Venezuela at one time 
banned all sea and air traffic between the territories, 
but the Venezuelan Government sent a commission of 
doctors to investigate for themselves. Fortunately 
these doctors were easily and entirely convinced that 
the reports of the size of the outbreak had been grossly 
exaggerated, and as a result of their recommendation 
to their Government, the ban was immediately lifted.

” Meanwhile the destruction of monkeys who are 
thought to be carriers of the virus is going on apace. 
Ihe population of monkeys is estimated at between 
10,000 and 15,000, and it has been suggested that a 
reward of $10 should be given to hunters for each monkey 
brought in either dead or alive.

Polio. Coupled with the yellow fever outbreak, 
this year has seen a higher incidence of poliomyelitis 
than for many years. The total number of cases now 
recorded tops 150, and the schools have not yet reopened 
irom the summer holidays. An expert on this disease 
has been called from the United Kingdom and has 
made a thorough investigation into the situation and 
reported to Government. In a broadcast speech 
fj118 expert stated that poliomyelitis has existed in 
Trinidad at least since 1890, but with generally only 
8 or 9 cases m any year. He put the chances of any 
person catching the disease as 50,000 to one against 
which has comforted the majority of parents. For­
tunately the incident now seems to be on the wane and 
mwer new cases are reported successively each week 
the people of Trinidad are earnestly hoping that the 
search of the medical profession for an effective vaccine 
against this disease will shortly be successful.

Flood Damage at Maracas. “ Once again the 
northern range of hills has received an outburst of 
torrential rams resulting in landslides in a variety of 
places. Maracas Bay was again cut off and the beach 
became the scene of fallen trees and gaping gullies 
The neighbouring Maracas Valley was vefy badly 
damaged m what is reported to have been the worst 

flood there for 50 years. Farmers and residents suffered 
considerable damage, loss of products and livestock 
and some of the bridges over the Maracas River being 
completely destroyed.

Civil Service Regrading. “ The Trinidad Govern­
ment recently asked Sir Edward Ritson to study the 
organization of the Civil Service and make recom­
mendations for its improvement and the improvement 
of working conditions of civil servants. Sir Edward’s 
report has now been published and recommends sub­
stantial salary increases for top grades of the Civil 
Service, although the holders of all posts will benefit 
by his plan.

“ The cost of the scheme is estimated to lie between 
$2,000,000 and $3,000,000 a year, but some economies 
can be effected by adopting the proposals to withdraw 
overseas leave facilities for some of the junior grades.

Hosein. “ The East Indian festival of Hosein is 
rapidly gaining popularity in Trinidad as huge crowds 
gather each year to see the Tadjahs parading the streets, 
followed by a procession of shouting and praying women 
in national dress. The Hosein ceremony commences 
at midnight and carries on until 4.0 a.m.; it comprises a 
procession following the Tadjahs, which are models of such 
things as Hindu Mosques, made of paper and gaudily 
decorated, the whole scene being typical of the Trinidad 
carnival. At the end of the proceedings, the Tadjahs 
are either burned or pushed into a river and carried out 
to sea.

New Woman Magistrate. “ In welcoming Mrs. 
Daisy Bryan, a niece of Mr. G. O. M. O’Reilly, Q.C., to 
the Bench, as she took up an acting appointment, the 
welcoming Barrister-at-Law said that Government 
ought to be congratulated on the appointment of a 
second woman Magistrate as the first experiment has 
proved so successful.

Road Accidents. “ The Road Safety Association of 
Trinidad and Tobago has just published a report of the 
facts of road accidents. This makes very sad reading 
and much remains to be done to improve the road sense, 
skill and driving manners of the average Trinidad 
motorist. The fatal road accident rate is double that 
of the United Kingdom and well over 50,000 road 
accidents have occurred in the past 8 years, 550 persons 
killed and 18,000 injured. These are large figures for 
the tiny island of Trinidad.

Tobago Hotel Scheme. “ A new hotel is to be built 
near the airfield at Tobago, which is yet another step 
forward in the development of the tourist facilities in 
that beautiful island.

Cement. ‘ During the month of September 
Innidads latest industrial product went on to the 
market. A subsidiary of the Rugby Portland Cement 
Co. Ltd. has recently completed a factory at Claxton 
Bay with a manufacturing capacity of 100,000 tons of 
cement a year, equivalent to 2,000,000 bags. The 
company hopes to develop a considerable export business 
to neighbouring territories as well as supplying the total 
needs of this island. Cement users are looking forward 
to a reduction in their construction costs now that 
cement does not have to be imported. The reservation 
ot limestone for manufacturing the cement is estimated 
to be sufficient for 200 years.”
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Customs Tariff Modifications Colonial Appointments

Grenada. The Customs Duties (Amendment) 
Ordinances, 1953 and 1954, and Customs Duties (Amend­
ment No. 2) Ordinance, 1954, provide for the following 
amendments to the Grenada Customs Tariff

First Schedule

Item 
No.

Article
British 

Preferential 
Tariff

General 
Tariff

91

104

Spirits :—
(a) Brandy not exceeding the strength of 

proof ...

exceeding the strength of proof

(b) Gin not exceeding the strength of proof 

exceeding the strength of proof

(c) Rum not exceeding the strength of proof 

exceeding the strength of proof

(d) Whisky not exceeding the strength of 
proof

exceeding the strength of proof

(e) Cordials and Liqueurs :—
All kinds, including bitters and 

flavouring extracts (except Faler- 
num)

(f) Falernum

(g) Medicinal Spirits, admitted as such by 
the Collector of Customs

(h) Methylated Spirits and methylated'] 
alcohol, admitted as such by the 1 
Collector of Customs

(i) Bay Rum ... ••• J
(j) All others, including dentifrices, toilet 

preparations and washes, but not 
including scents

Unenumerated Spirits :—
(k) Potable ................. ..............................

(1) Not potable

Wine :— _
(a) Sparkling
(b) Still ............................................ f
(c) Vermouth ... • ••• J

$10 per 
gallon 

SI 1.20 per 
proof gallon 

$10 per 
gallon 

SI 1.20 per 
proof gallon 

$9 per 
gallon 
$9 per 

proof gallon

$10 per 
gallon 

$11.20 per 
proof gallon

$10 per 
liquid gallon 

$6.60 per 
liquid gallon

$2 per 
liquid gallon

$2 per 
liquid gallon

$2.40 per 
liquid gallon

$10 per 
proof gallon 

$1.80 per 
liquid gallon

50 per cent. 
ad valorem

$10.36 per 
gallon 

$12.04 per 
proof gallon
SI0.36 per 

gallon 
$11.92 per 

proof gallon 
$9.36 per 

gallon 
$9.36 per 

proof gallon

$10.36 per 
gallon 

$12.04 per 
proof gallon

$10.60 per 
liquid gallon 

$7.20 per 
liquid gallon

$2.60 per 
liquid gallon

$2.60 per 
liquid gallon

$3.60 per 
liquid gallon

$10.60 per 
proof gallon 

$2.40 per 
liquid gallon

62| per cent. 
ad valorem

Second Schedule
The list of exemptions from import duty should be 

amended by the insertion of a new item 1 as follows
1. Aircraft and their component parts, accessories 

and instruments necessary for the navigation of aircraft, 
and tools, machinery and equipment necessary for the 
repair and maintenance of aircraft, and ground equip­
ment for use within the limits of the airport in connection 
with the establishment or maintenance of an air service. 
Provided that this exemption shall only apply to air 
services approved by the Governor in Council.

The former item 1 should now be re-numbere A.

Trinidad Oil Industry
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the ““t*0**^ 

production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline amo

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Production for four 

weeks ended August 30th was 46°,944 barrels crude oU
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co.,

output for August was 290,497 barrels. An rust crude oil
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of August cru

production, from own fields only, amounted t

JJecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following :—

Alexander, C. G. (Assistant Airport Manager, Civil Aviation 
Department, Jamaica), Airport Manager, Grade I, Civil Aviation 
Department, Jamaica.

Anderson, S. A. (Senior Assistant, Superintendent of Police, 
Jamaica), Superintendent of Police, St. Vincent.

Bone, Miss T. (Mistress, Bishops’ High School for Girls, 
British Guiana), Woman Education Officer, Hong Kong.

Campbell, W. B. (Office Superintendent, Accountant General’s 
Department, Jamaica), Assistant Marketing Administrator, 
Jamaica.

Fairweather, H. A. (Superintendent of Parcels Post, Posts 
and Telegraphs Department, Jamaica), Head Postmaster, Posts 
and Telegraphs Department, Jamaica.

Folwell, C. G. (Postmaster General, Trinidad), Chief Postal 
Accountant, Hong Kong.

Irving, C. S. (Superintendent of Mails, Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, Jamaica), Postal Controller, Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, Jamaica.

Lecky, T. P. (Senior Livestock Officer, Jamaica), Chief Live­
stock Officer, Jamaica.

Leeming, R. A. (Deputy Director of Public Works (Drainage, 
Irrigation and Sea Defences), British Guiana), Director, Drainage 
and Irrigation Department, British Guiana.

Lopez, P. D. (Airport Manager, Jamaica), Controller of Civil 
Aviation and Airport Manager, Barbados.

MacGregor, C. M. (Puisne Judge, Jamaica), Senior Puisne 
Judge, Jamaica.

Magnus, S. E. (Senior Accountant, Jamaica Government 
Railway), Assistant to the General Manager, Jamaica Govern­
ment Railway.

Peterkin, N. A. (Magistrate, Trinidad), Resident Magistrate, 

Jamaica. .
Pine, J. B. (Assistant Attorney General, Gibraltar), Solicitor 

General, Bermuda.
Thompson, A. D. (Senior Superintendent of Land Settlement 

Schemes, British Guiana), Assistant Director of Land Settlement 
(Managerial), British Guiana. .

Trees, S. G. (Assistant Secretary, Bermuda), Colonial 
Treasurer, Falkland Islands. . .

Walsh, N. G. (Senior Scientific Officer, Jamaica), Deputy 
Government Chemist, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Aynsley, J. T. Murray-, Medical Officer, Barbados.
Bleackley, D., Geologist, British Guiana.
Caffery, E„ Director of Information and Communications, 

^C^rter^F. R., Executive Engineer (Works and Hydraulics), 

TIChastanet, D. J., Assistant Colonial Engineer, P.W.D., 

StFuNTiaZ., Principal, Technical High School, British Honduras.

Imrie N. B. McG., Education Officer, Trinidad.
Ogilvie, Miss M. S., Nursing Sister, Bahamas.
Pidtfy Miss 1 M., Nursing Sister, Bahamas.
RoXT. H C. M.D., C.M. L.M.C.C., Medical Officer, 

^SheIre, M. M„ M.B., B.S., D.P.H., Medical Officer, Grade B, 

Thomson, D. Principal Tutor, Spring Gardens Training College, 

^Valters, G. E„ M.B., B.S., Medical Officer, British Honduras.

FOR SALE
Dominica, Windward Islands. A large valuable property 

with° mountain view, well situated m the Town of Roseau 
Residence of late Sir Henry Alford Nicholls. Built mainly of 
reinforced concrete. Six bedrooms, two reception rooms, 
dining-room and two cool verandahs; outhouses and garage. 
T ^n suitable for tennis court, tropical garden. Adaptable

Jse as private hotel. Write to Miss Nicholls, Kingsland 

House, Dominica, B.W.I.
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Company Reports and Meetings West Indian Passenger List

British Overseas Stores, Ltd.
Tn the course of his annual statement, which accompanies the 

report and accounts for the year ended March 31st, the 
chairman, Mr. R. J. Blackadder, states : “ The restrictions on 
imports into Australia and New Zealand, to which I referred last 
year [See Circular for October, 1953, page 282] have now been 
eased, and as from January 1st next it is understood that all the 
restrictions will be removed by New Zealand. Unfortunately, 
the position in Australia is still influenced by the licensing 
regulations so that Bickley & Bell’s trade with that country 
is not yet back to normal. It had, at one time, been hoped that 
these artificial limitations would come to an end this year, but 
the difficulties which the Australian Government is experiencing 
in connexion with exports may result in the present restrictions 
continuing for some time. Our subsidiary, therefore, will con­
tinue to seek additional business in order to restore the turnover 
which has been so seriously affected during the past two years.

“ During the year an arrangement was made to dispose of 
our shareholding in Fletcher & Cartwrights Ltd., Cape Town. 
D. Henderson & Co., Ltd., of Jamaica, also entered into an 
agreement to sell the goodwill and assets of ‘ The London Shop,’ 
as a going concern. . . .

“ I am pleased to say that the turnover of the two Jamaican 
companies expanded during the year, and if it had not been for 
the continued increase in wages and expenses, the results might 
have established an all-time record. Unfortunately, as stock­
holders will be aware, most if not all of these increases are entirely 
outside the control of management, and we can only hope that 
the continued efforts of the local board to expand the turnover 
still further, will soon be rewarded by a very real improvement.

“ I cannot, unfortunately, prophesy when costs will be 
stabilized, but there is reason to hope that with the very small 
reduction in the cost of living which has taken place in recent 
months, some improvement in the position can be anticipated. 
The returns to date since the end of the financial year are at any 
rate encouraging. The new branches of D. Henderson & Co., 
Ltd., at Cross Roads and at Montego Bay have had a very 
satisfactory year so that when all the initial teething problems 
have been overcome they should provide a permanent and wel­
come addition to the results of that company.

“ I have already referred to the sale of ' The London Shop ’ 
which, you will remember, dealt mainly in men’s wear and such 
lines of fancy goods as appealed to visitors to the island. This 
business had been carried on in a small section of Henderson’s 
old Harbour Street premises, so that when the new building was 
completed at No. 1, King Street, we had to decide whether 
i ne London Shop ’ should expand so as to occupy the whole 

building or if the premises should be disposed of. After a 
thorough investigation it was realized that short of rebuilding the 
business could never hope to yield an adequate return, and it 
was for that reason that the local directors decided to dispose

Booker Line
Sailings to British Guiana in s.s. Arakaka (Captain J. A. 

Carter), Liverpool, September 17th :—
Rev. R. Daniel 
Mrs. P. L. Jakeway 
Miss J. L. Owen

Rev. & Mrs. A. Russell 
Miss Russell

Mrs. H. S. Watson
Rev. & Mrs. J. K. Young

Royal Mail Lines, Ltd.
Sailings to Bermuda, Bahamas and Jamaica, in R.M.S. Ebro 

(Captain H. Davies), London, September 10th :—
Mr. D. W. Clarry
Mrs. F. M. Davie-Smith 
Major H. Barker Hahlo 
Mrs. P. B. Hickman

Mr. J. H. Kerry 
Mrs. E. Newby 
Miss M. S. Ogilvie 
Miss J. M. Ridley

Sailings to Bahamas, Bermuda

Mrs. A. Rogers
Miss C. M. Shoubridge
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Wagner

and Jamaica, in R.M.S.
Essequibo (Captain T. W. F. Bolland), London, October 2nd :—
Mr. T. G. Blackwell 
Captain & Mrs. R. G.

Cookson
Mrs. S. Cox

Miss J. Cox
Miss E. M. Gibson 
Lady Livingston 
Miss N. Livingston

Mr. J. Norman 
Mrs. M. E. O’Reilly 
Miss P. O’Reilly 
Mrs. A. Rogers

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Willemstad 

(Captain W. van der Bürgt), Plymouth, August 22nd :— 

Mr. E. W. Golding Mrs. M. J. Yardwood Miss V. A. Yardwood

Booth Line
Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad in R.M.S. Hilary (Captain 

J. H. Stoker), Liverpool, September 14th :—
Dr. B. G. Bartley 
Rev. T. S. Bates 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bhagan 
Rev. & Mrs. H. L. Bolster 
Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Breese 
Mr. A. Cardoso 
Rev. V. A. Commissiong 
Rev. & Mrs. H. Cooke 
Mr. & Mrs. A. D’Andrade 
Misses C. & J. D’Andrade 
Mr. & Mrs. J. de Freitas 
Mrs. H. M. de Nobriga 
Lady Dorothy de Verteuil 
Mr. St. Y. de Verteuil 
Misses E. & J. dos Santos 
Sir Errol & Lady

dos Santos 
Mr. & Mrs. H. J. Fearn 
Miss P. J. Fearn 
Rev.D. O. Field

Mr. V. W. Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. B. B. McG.

Gaskin
Mrs. B. G. Gibbons 
Mr. D. A. Gibbons 
Miss J. P. Gibbons 
Mr. G. N. Goberdan 
Rev. Mother Gomes 
Mr. J. Groenendijk 
Mrs. L. E. Holden 
Rev. Father I. C. Ibrahim 
Mr. A. Khan
Mr. & Mrs. K. F. Knox 
Mrs. L. I. Laborde

Thompson 
Rev. & Mrs. D. M. Lyder 
Mr. & Mrs. N. R. Menezes 
Mrs. M. E. Morgan 
Mrs. L. A. Nunes 
Rev. Mother O’Flynn

French Line

Mr. & Mrs. T. E. O’Leary 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Oudenaller 
Mr. S. Pariagh 
Mr. A. L. Pereira 
Mr. R. R. Polliah
Mr. & Mrs. G. L. Pouchet 
Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Ramon- 

Fortune
Miss J. B. Rawlinson 
Mrs. L. O. Ray 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Richards 
Miss I. L. Rostant 
Dr. M. E. St. Louis 
Rev. P. W. Stack
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Taylor 
Mrs. M. A. Tudor
Mr. & Mrs. R. N. Turner 
Mrs. A. S. Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Wight

Some five months have elapsed since the end of our financial 
y k am £aPPy to say that the returns from the subsidiaries 
which have been received during this period are encouraging 

° Promise that this progress will be main-
the rest of the financial year, but it is satis- 

Si b? 1 knK Of 5 existence to date, and I hope that it will 
Salí 1 the addltional activities which we are con­
sidering will add new sources of revenue to the group profits. 
. “.y°u ask what form these additional activities are likely 
to take. As our investigations and negotiations are not vet 
complete it would not be m your interests to disclose particulars 
at this stage. I can tell you, however, that we hope for some 

“ ^^.^th the lumber and hardware busings 
benefit Cbothbton’thU lde Jamaica’ which should be of direct 
interests/^ company and to our other Jamaican

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain G. 
Voisin), Southampton, September 8th:__
Mr. N. Ablack
Mr. C. Ali
Miss M. Alston 
Mr. B. Amon 
Mrs. A. Arthur 
Miss A. Arthur 
Mr. A. Auckland 
Miss E. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barbour 
Miss B. Barnwell
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

R. Barrett
& Mrs. R. Browne 
P. Castle
F. Chai
& Mrs. W. Clough 
D. Corbett
M. Cronin
D. Curtis
C. Dadey
N. Dale-Jones
P. Devonald

SUbSCri&tion f°5 ^®mbership of the West India Committee 
^nd 54S£Tb« °n iS 10s- Per annum for inSuik 
aftl/lulv Ut +h?S’ the Case Of fndfviduals elected on or
To 12sJ 6d 1 Vh SubscnPtlon is 15s. and in that of firms 
¿2 12s. 6d. Subscriptions are renewable on January 1st.

_ . & Mrs. T. Duncan 
Misses D. & E. Dunn 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Emtage 
Mrs. J. Ferdinand 
Mr. J. Finney 
Mr. W. Follows
Mr. & Mrs. K. Forster
Mr. M. Fyfe
Mr. M. Hannagan 
Mr. C. Harkness 
Mrs. J. Harridial

Mr. K. Harris 
Mr. R. Honey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hosein 
Miss T. Huggins 
Mrs. F. Humphrey 
Mr. A. Humphrvs 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hunte 
Mr. S. Jamaludeen 
Mr. G. Jenkins 
Mrs. K. King 
Mr. S. Laczewski 
Mr. F. Lawrence 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Leila 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lewis 
Miss K. Loinsworth 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Loinsworth 
Mr. B. Lutchman 
Mr. P. Maccrimmon 
Mr. R. McKensie 
Mr. C. Mark 
Mr. G. Martin 
Mr. K. Matthews 
Mr. H. Mitchell 
Mrs. U. Mohammed 
Mr. E. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morkel 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morton 
Mr. E. Papafio 
Mr. J. Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Pillai 
Mr. L. Pineira 
Mr. J. Pollard

Mr. A. Pritchard 
Mr. L. Rahamut 
Mrs. H. Raleigh 
Mr. F. Rampersad 
Mr. C. Raper 
Rev. M. Raymond-

Barker
Dr. M. Rucinski 
Mrs. E. Shaw 
Rev. & Mrs. H. Shepherd 
Mr. J. Sly 
Mr. D. Stacey 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Steiger 
Mr. C. Stoute 
Mrs. M. Stoute 
Miss N. Syne 
Mr. F. Tait 
Miss F. Tatem 
Mr. E. Thomas 
Mrs. M. Thomas 
Miss A. Tomlin 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Van

Sertima
Dr. & Mrs. E. Ward 
Miss G. Ward 
Miss L. Ward 
Mr. J. Whitehead 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Whitehome 
Mr. G. Williams 
Miss L. Wilmot 
Mr. K. Winski 
Mr. R. Wyatt
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Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Capt 
G. Voisin), Plymouth, September 4th :—

ain

Miss P. Adams 
Mr. C. Allen 
Mr. E. Allen 
Mr. H. Allen 
Mr. L. Alleyne 
Mr. I. Archer 
Mr. B. Armstrong 
Mr. A. Bacchus 
Mr. & Mrs. I.

Badensemper 
Miss N. Badensemper 
Mr. H. Bailey 
Mr. L. Bain 
Mr. G. Bain 
Mr. H. Barnes 
Mr. S. Barrow 
Miss L. Barton 
Miss E. Beckies 
Mr. E. Bedessee 
Mr. C. Blake 
Miss T. Bone 
Mr. T. Bowen 
Mr.& Mrs. R. Boyde 
Mrs. V. Braithwaite 
Miss A. Brown 
Mr. A. Bulbulia 
Mr. F. Cambridge 
Miss M. Campbell 
Mrs. E. Cato 
Mr. B. Chamakoon 
Mrs. R. Chance 
Mr. B. Chandisingh 
Mr. A. Chandris 
Mr. I. Charles 
Mr. S. Charles 
Miss L. Charles 
Mr. Chin Wee Fat 
Miss M. Chrichlow 
Mr. A. Christopher 
Miss V. Christopher 
Mr. M. Churaman 
Mr. C. Clarke 
Miss V. Coltross 
Mr. F. Cooper 
Mr. A. Cyrus 
Mr. V. Da Costa 
Mrs. B. Daniels 
Mr. A. de Freitas 
Mr. Lawrence de Freitas 
Mr. Lionel de Freitas 
Mrs. E. Dehaan 
Miss G. Denny 
Mr. J. Denny 
Mr. D. de Pradine 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Donnell 
Mr. R. Douglas 
Mrs. D. Edwards 
Miss H. Elspeth 
Miss C. Estwick 
Mr. C. Fabien 
Mr. C. Farrell 
Mr. J. Fenton 
Miss M. Fenton 
Mr. A. Fraser 
Miss M. Fraser 
Mr. & Mrs. Z. Galis 
Mr. W. Gbany

Sailings to the .. —
Bjelland), Liverpool, September 6th
Miss E. Arrindell 
Mrs. D. Brand

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. 
Pederson), Glasgow, September 7th :
Miss D. A. Hughes Miss W. F. Jordan
Mrs. E. Hughes Mrs. R. Kawall

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Bruno (Captain 
Heilberg), London, September 21st .
Mr. G. R. Dwarka
Mr. & Mrs. H. D. Field

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 

Purvess), Liverpool, August 3rd : •
Miss L. A. Bingham 
Miss A. M. Blackwood 
Mrs. F. M. Lambert

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Barber), Liverpool, August 30th : -
Miss B. C. Betty
Miss B. O. Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Drayton 
Mr. F. C. Hamilton 

Mr. R. Gibbs 
Miss R. Godfrey 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Golhenberg 
Miss J. Gomes 
Miss P. Gomes 
Miss J. Gonsalves 
Miss R. Greenaway 
Mrs. E. Griffith 
Miss E. Griffith 
Miss S. Griffith 
Mr. W. Harris
Mr. & Mrs. L. Haskett 
Mr. M. Hashim 
Mr. S. Hassan 
Mr. R. Hayne 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hind 
Mr. G. Ho A Yun 
Miss B. Hood 
Mrs. E. Hood 
Mr. H. Hugh 
Mr. H. Ifill 
Mrs. R. Ifill 
Mr. A. Ince 
Mr. C. James 
Mr. R. James 
Mr. Jemmott 
Mr. W. Johnston 
Mr. Archipus Joseph 
Mr. Aubrey Joseph 
Mr. C. Keiler 
Mr. A. Khan 
Miss J. Lake 
Mr. G. Lambert 
Mr. E. Lee 
Mr. Wilfred Lee 
Mr. Walter Lee
Mr. & Mrs. S. Liverpool 
Mr. R. Lloyd 
Miss O. Lyken 
Mr. R. Major 
Mr. A. Man 
Mr. R. Mangar 
Mr. C. Martin 
Mr. D. Martin 
Mr. G. Martin 
Mr. M. Martins 
Miss E. McAdam 
Mr. H. Misir 
Mr. H. Mohammed 
Mrs. N. Mohammed Syne 
Miss E. Morris 
Miss M. Murrain 
Mr. C. Namsoo 
Mr. E. Nassy 
Mr. M. Nelson 
Mr. H. Nourse 
Mr. G. O’Garro 
Mr. C. Parsons 
Miss C. Patterson 
Mr. C. Payne 
Mr. P. Payne 
Miss P. Pereira 
Mr. I. Persaud 
Mr. C. Pestano 
Miss A. Peters 
Miss E. Phillips

Saguenay Terminals
West Indies, in m.v. Sunland (Captain F.

Miss B. A. Gilbert 
Mrs. T. A. Gilbert

Mr. & Mrs. S. Heald 
Mrs. E. A. Hercules

Mrs. C. Marsland 
Miss R. J. Marsland 
Mrs. L. Skyers

Miss E. V. Henry 
Mr. H. F. McCann 
Miss A. N. Myers 
Mr. J. Rennison 

Miss I. ’Pierre 
Mrs. G. Prescod 
Mr. V. Prizgar 
Miss E. Ramcharan 
Mr. Ramdeo 
Mr. V. Ramesar 
Miss P. Ramkissoon 
Mr. S. Rampersad 
Mr. J. Ramsarran 
Mr. G. Ravenscroft 
Mr. R. Reece 
Miss I. Richardson 
Miss E. Rouse 
Mr. H. St. Rose 
Miss B. Safraj 
Mr. Samaru 
Mrs. E. Samuel 
Miss B. Saney 
Mr. S. Saunders 
Miss B. Sawh 
Miss C. Scrubb 
Miss S. Sealy 
Mr. E. Serrette 
Mr. W. Shaw 
Mrs. Z. Shaw 
Mr. G. Shervington 
Mr. J. Silcott 
Mr. M. Simmons 
Mr. S. Singh 
Miss F. Slater 
Mr. C. Smith 
Mr. C. Soverall 
Mr. K. Spencer 
Mr. R. Springer 
Mr. J. Stewart 
Miss P. Sydney 
Mr. B. Tang 
Miss S. Tang 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Thom 
Mr. L. Thomas 
Mr. G. Thomas 
Mr. W. Thomas 
Miss A. Thomasos 
Miss G. Thomasos 
Miss H. Toppin 
Mrs. J. Turner 
Miss A. Vasconcellas 
Mr. A. Veeran 
Mr. W. Walrond 
Mr. J. Waterman 
Miss P. Watson 
Mr. J. Weekes 
Miss B. Welcome 
Mrs. M. Whitmarsh 
Mr. C. Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Williams 
Mr. A. Williams 
Mr. R. Williams 
Mrs. A. Williamson 
Mr. M. Williamson 
Miss E. Willoughby 
Mr. B. Woolford 
Mr. G. Wong 
Mr. J. Wong 
Mr. T. Ying 
Mr. M. Zephyr

Mr. & Mrs. C. E. King 
Miss S. J. King

. Corona (Captain J.

Mr. & Mrs. G. L. Persaud 
Miss J. J. Randell

A.

Mr. T. Hoggarth 
Mrs. R. S. Kaufmann

Corrales (Captain J. E.

Mr. & Mrs. A. Swan 
Mrs. B. P. Walker

¡. Manistee (Captain F.

Mr. G. J- Scarlett 
Mr. H. A. Swaby 
Miss C. H. Thompson

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain W. J. Dodd); 
Avonmouth, August 20th :—
Mr. & Mrs. W. Acheson 
Mr. W. H. Acheson 
Lt.-Col. A. C.

Alan-Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Ashenheim 
Mr. H. G. Barber
Miss O. M. Brooks-Smith
Mr. L. A. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. G. Burt
Miss M. J. Carden
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Cobban
Miss F. J. Cox
Mr. M. da Costa
Mr. & Mrs. T. S. de Roux
Mr. & Mrs. W. Doherty

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. 
Cavina (Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, September 7th :—

Mr. & Mrs. N. Brown
Mr. J. D. Burke
Miss M. Craggs

Mr. F. Blatchford
Mr. & Mrs. J. Buchanan
Mr. & Mrs. E. V. Bynoe
Mr. H. W. Gough
Mrs. H. E. Hodges

Mrs. C. P. Benson
Mrs. C. A. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. K. M. Bynoe
Miss P. A. Chin Loy
Mr. R. L. Clennon
Mr. C. D. Costa
Brig. & Mrs. A. G. Dunlop

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tortuguero (Captain 
T. C. Crane), Liverpool, September 7th
Miss V. Bailey Miss G. Fraser Mr. J. Powell
Miss M. Daley Miss M. Manning Miss R. Small
Mr. E. Doran Mr. L. Parkin Mr. R. Thompson

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. 
Golfito (Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, September 12th :—

Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Adams 
Mrs. O. L. Gage

Mr. G. C. Awang 
Mrs. A. Barritwau 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Bishop 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Cooke 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Cross 
Mrs. D. Dare 
Mr. J. Dare

Mr. C. H. Allison
Mr. O. F. Batchelor 
Mr. E. L. Beswick 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bolton 
Mr. L. Bone 
Mrs. E. Darlington 
Rev. & Mrs. N. Denny 
Mr. V. George 
Mrs. R. Hampsay

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Corrales (Captain J. E.
Purvess), Liverpool, September 14th :

Miss E. V. Crossman 
Mr. R. W. Estien 
Miss D. A. Ferron 
Miss S. J. Green

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica in s.s. Cavina 
(Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, September 14th .

Mrs. A. Creaves
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Jarvis

Sqd.-Ldr. M. R. Alston
Mr. Andrews
Mr. W. G. Angus
Mr. F. R. Augier
Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Evelyn
Miss A. M. Fisher

Mrs. I. A. Alexander 
Major & Mrs. W. M.

Beresford
Mrs. C. M. Brown 
Mrs. M. L. Cooke

Mr. & Mrs. N. A. Duncker 
Miss S. M. Eames 
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Earle 
Miss E. J. Edwards 
Mr. B. Fernyhough 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Grant 
Miss M. J. Grant 
Mrs. B. M. Harrison 
Mr. L. R. Humphreys 
Mr. P. F. Kiehl 
Misses H. & R. Langley 
Mr. N. W. Lewis 
Mrs. M. E. Martin 
Miss J. Mather

Barbados

Mr. M. A. Hanschell
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mandeville

Trinidad

Mr. M. A. Lewsey 
Miss G. P. Lewsey 
Mr. P. E. Lucien 
Mr. E. G. Mathisson 
Mr. G. Ortner

Jamaica

Dr. W. Farquharson 
Miss M. J. Gibbs 
Miss S. C. Leon
Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Marshall 
Mrs. G. A. Murphy 
Miss D. S. Roberts

Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Harrison 
Miss P. W. Harrison

Trinidad

Mr. P. P. Davey
Mr. & Mrs. J. De Castro 
Mr. T. A. Gatcliffe 
Miss K. Gatcliffe 
Mr. W. Gormandy 
Miss M. Headley 
Miss B. Hutton

Jamaica

Mr. H. Kerr 
Miss I. Kerr 
Mrs. I. Mackenzie-Smith 
Mr. W. Magnus 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Middleton 
Mr. & Mrs. Nunes 
Miss C. Parris

Mr. J. E. Jacobs 
Miss G. M. James 
Mr. A. S. Minott

Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Kellman 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Smith

Trinidad

Mr. & Mrs. I. Hadden 
Miss E. J. Hadden 
Prof. & Mrs. F. Hardy 
Mrs. Harris
Mr. C. D. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. E. Johnson

Jamaica

Mrs. E. M. Drew
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Earp 
Mr. & Mrs. C. C. Hales 
Major & Mrs. J. Hatten 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hylton 

Miss M. G. Maughan 
Mrs. N. B. Meikle 
Dr. & Mrs. N. Millott 
Mr. P. G. Oppenheim 
Mr. H. S. Rendle 
Dr. & Mrs. G. G. Smith 
Mrs. S. M. Stiles 
Mr. S. H. Taylor 
Mrs. M. Valentine 
Miss M. Wardell 
Mrs. E. L. Welds 
Mrs. Welds 
Rev. & Mrs. J. S. Wint 
Mr. P. R. Wright

Mr. S. B. Mullins
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Woods

Miss M. L. Pollard
Miss B. E. Powrie
Mr. G. B. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. D. P. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Wise

Mrs. E. M. Saunders 
Miss A. V. Simms 
Mr. & Mrs. P. D. Smith 
Miss M. M. Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Willet 
Miss E. A. Wood

Mr. H. H. Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. C. Woodward

Mr. S. M. Millan
Mr. T. A. Omardeen
Mr. G. O. M. O’Reilly 
Miss P. Preudhomme
Mr. & Mrs. G. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Williams

Mr. R. M. Rainford 
Mr. E. N. Redshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Snook 
Mrs. A. Stewart 
Mrs. R. Tawil 
Mrs. W. Topper 
Mrs. P. Wood

Mrs. C. E. Minott
Mr. R. Powell 
Miss H. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Weekes 
Miss V. Wiggins

Mr. M. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. G. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. V. H. Knowles
Mrs. A. W. Searle
Mr. & Mrs. S. S. Stone

Dr. & Mrs. A. McFarlane
Dr. Violet Sharp
Mr. & Mrs. G. N. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Turpin
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The Markets
October Qth, 1954.

♦ Free of Income Tax.

OTOCKS AND SHARES. The 
year ago are shown below :—

latest prices and those of a

Latest Price
Latest Year Quotation Oct. 5th 1953

2J Consols 67 69 63 65
31 War Loan 901 911 85J 861

10 Angostura Bitters ... 37/6 45/- 40/- 45/-
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/6 35/- 32/- 34/-
*71 Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 15/6 13/- 14/-

*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 27/6 30/- 39/41 41/101
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 42/- 45/- 34/6 37/6

*15 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 34/3 35/- 26/3 26/9
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/6 24/- 22/6 23/6
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/41 1/9 -/9 1/3

10Ä Caroni Ltd. 2/— 4/3 5/3 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 20/3 21/3 19/9 20/9

*7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 8/6 9/9 5/— 5/6
221 Kern Oil Co. 4/— 14/9 15/9 13/6 14/6
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 39/- 41/- 31/3 32/6
20 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 2/6 1/3 1/9
14 Royal Bank of Canada $10 325/- 345/- 250/- 270/-

♦15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/- 54/- 60/- 61/3
♦6 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 24/6 25/6 18/3 19/3
371 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 45/3 46/9 22/6 24/41

*20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 28/6 29/6 31/- 32/-
*181 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 26/9 28/3 22/6 25/-

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 23/- 20/3 21/3
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 5/- 6/- 5/- 5/6

*121 United British Oilfields 6/8 20/71 23/11 23/9 25/-
*6J West Indies Sugar ... 30/6 32/6xd 22/6 24/6xd

6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/- 24/- 20/- 22/6

Cocoa. The decline in prices has continued during the month 
and Gold Coast cocoa is at present quoted by the Marketing 
Board at 400/- c.i.f. for November-January shipment with 
dealers offering this position at 380/- c.i.f. and buyers at 375/-. 
During September business was done in Trinidad plantation new 
crop, first marks, at 415/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. and in second marks at 
400/-. The expected premiums for available and near shipment 
cocoas have not yet been realised. A moderate business has 
been done in fine estates Grenada at about 415/- for October- 
November shipment, but generally, producers in the island are 
withholding offers evidently anticipating higher prices.

Honey. Jamaica light amber is quoted nominally at 120/- 
to 130/- per cwt. ex store terms, but offers for shipment are 
scarce.

Pimento. During the month premium prices have been 
paid, both in London and on the Continent, of up to 500/- per 

f°r SePtember shipment with October shipment quoted at 
460/- per cwt. These prices are mainly due to short coverings 
by earlier speculators, and the scarcity of offers from Jamaica 
and other sources The Marketing Department of Jamaica has 
increased the f o.b. price from 250/- to 300/- per cwt., and it 
is expected that this price will be further increased to correspond 
with the prices at present ruling in the various markets.

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for August, 1954, are as
follows :—

Year Year J anuary-August
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius 250,651 250,494 58,744 177,594
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 266,859 297,693
Fiji
Jamaica ...

9,220 51,813 17,370 53,199
134,091 158,481 121,101 191,780

Leeward Islands 69,052 68,481 63,458 42,227
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 9,285 8,765
Barbados 82,147 126,916 89,462 103,233
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 117,334 131,839
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 1 67,127 100,512
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 1 503 115,935
Puerto Rico 80,006 — — —
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 626,094 305,395
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 I 249,463 266,688
Peru 3,831 — 2,003
Other foreign countries 27,430 172,312 156,950 17,865

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 1,843,750 1,814,728— —- - ■ ■ - ■ r r - i- r — —

Month of July January-July
Consumption 1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined ... 4,452 1,576 11,295 2,712
Unrefined... 196,053 227,227 1,362,968 1,438,894

Total ... 200,505 228,803 1,374,263 1,441,606
■ —------— - - .Tf —■ rr-t —ri—

Stocks (end of July) 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 112,200 144,500
Imported Refined 1,000 —
Imported Unrefined 816,450 1,462,750

Total................ 929,650 1,607,250

Cocoa, raw, powder and butter. The Board of Trade
Returns for August, 1954, are as follows :—

Year Year J anuary-August
Imports cwts. 1952 1953 1953 1954
Sierra Leone 21,704 14,340 14,342 7,999
Gold Coast 1,038,354 1,294,242 1,098,766 996,688
Nigeria 942,712 992,268 781,050 853,602
Western Samoa and Ross

Dependency 14,724 27,299 16,375 27,344
Jamaica ... 39,032 28,532 28,236 10,997
Windward Islands 25,557 35,163 33,567 37,560
Trinidad ... 31,194 39,721 38,103 26,266
Other Commonwealth Countries 5,101 8,717 3,817 24,631
Netherlands 51,714 34,818 22,202 108,281
Brazil 15,141 104,901 11,659 111,172
Other foreign countries 67,112 46,996 39,757 41,228

2,252,345 2,626,997 2,087,874 2,245,768
Less powder and butter.. 182,754 139,679 99,230 151,096

Total, Cocoa, Raw 2,069,591 2,487,318 1,988,644 2,094,672
---- ————. . --- - - --

Exports 225,365 165,095 77,830 97,150
Month of July J anuary-July

Consumption of Raw ..
1953 1954 1953 1954
114,276 92,819 1,526,734 1,493,197

Stocks (end of July) 583,000 755,000

Visitors from Overseas

Ginger There is little buying interest in this market with 
No. 3 grade Jamaica quoted at 250/- per cwt. ex store terms.

Jt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence dispatched.
Rev. A. E. Armstrong, M.A.
Mr. L. E. Ashenheim

quantities are still available for ship­
ment and whole pale is quoted at 8/4 per lb. c.i.f. and No 1 
am nTtquoied^ ' °f N°' 2 br°ken are scarce and

His Honour Chief Justice Sir 
Peter Bell

Mr. E. B. Chapman

lto^—The B°ard °f Tfade Returns ior August, 1954, are as

Mr. V. A. Cooper 
Hon. J. Leslie Cundall, Q.C. 
Mr. W. I. G. Davies, B.Sc.

., M.A.

Imports
In steel drums*
In casks and bottles* .. .

Total ...

Exports .................

proof gallons 
}

Year Year
1952 1953

7,248,614 2,686,216

7,248,614 4,131,023

January-August
1953 1954

2,061,836 21,167
1,239,444 1,421,545

3,301,280 1,442,712

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of July)

612,247 786,866
Month of July 

1953 1954
67,451 64,271

■ 12,278,000 10,181,000
* Not separately distinguished in 1952.

475,770 568,726
January-July 

1953 1954
581,036 494,220

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

C. M. E. Davson 
G. M. Eccles 
John Findlay 
B. W. Fisher 
G. A. Fitzpatrick 
James Forbes 
W. N. Foster, M.A.
R. O. Girling
F. O. Gonzalez, B.Sc.

M.R.C.V.S.
Mr. O. M. Henzell
Mr. William S. Hindle 
Mr. D. K. Hodgson

Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson 
Captain R. Landry 
Dr. Alfred McDonald 
Mr. G. T. MacDonald 
Captain H. V. M. Metivier, 

O.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., B.Sc.
Mr. A. E. Muschett
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, Q.C. 
Mr. K. J. Pearson 
Hon. H. E. Pengelley 
Mr. C. L. Pitt
Mr. A. Moir Reid, O.B.E.
Mr. W. C. Rennie
Hon. Charlesworth Ross 
Mr. N. F. Ross 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Mr. J. Slater 
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Hon. J. H. Wilkinson, O.B.E. 
Mr. Roy Wilson
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Why Fight ?

AT the recent Conservative Party Conference the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer said of the review of 

L the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade: 
"We propose to fight for adjustments to meet the 
special needs of the colonies.”

“ Fight ” was no doubt a good word to use for the 
purpose of conveying to colonial peoples an assurance 
that in the course of the review their needs would have 
an insistent advocate. Nothing more, for no one will 
know better than Mr. Butler that to have to fight is 
hardly consistent with the unequivocal commitments 
which the United Kingdom and those other members 
of the United Nations who are contracting parties to 
the agreement have freely assumed in respect of the 
colonies. He knows, as all the world knows, that m 
1945 the representatives of the nations which are now 
parties to the Agreement, with the inevitable exceptions 
of Italy and Finland, met at San Francisco, and there 
put their signatures to the Charter of the Uniteci Nations. 
In the Charter, the nations concerned agreed, among 
other things, to “ achieve international co-operation 
in solving international problems of an economic 
character.” The Agreement followed, coming into 
force in January, 1948. The Charter has continued 

intact to this day.
Now, the concern of the British West Indies lies in 

the qualifying matter contained, in far more solemn 
terms than those quoted above, m Artic e ... 
Charter, and in the all-important need that neither 
in the United Kingdom nor elsewhere should its full 
implications be overlooked. The article egms .

■■ Members of the United Nations which have or 
assume responsibilities for the admimstrat on of 
territories whose peoples have not yet itemed_ a 
full measure of self-government, recognize the prmciple 
that the interests of the inhabitants of these territories 
are paramount, and accept as a sa . , , the 
obligation to promote to the utmost ^¿hm ¿he 
system of international peace and security ^ab™ 
by the present Charter, the well-being 
habitants of these territories, an , , the
(a) to ensure with due respect or: th economic_ 

peoples concerned, their p their iust
social and educational advancement 
treatment and their protection agamst abuses.

What did the nations which ^^¿n they 
parties to the General Agreement me 

used the expression “ sacred trust ” and applied the 
word “ paramount ” to the interests of the inhabitants 
of the British West Indies, and places similarly subject 
to outside control ? And what is to be understood by 
“ obligation to promote to the * utmost ’ . . . the well­
being of the inhabitants of these territories ” ? As 
to “ economic advancement,” every one who knows 
anything about the British West Indies knows that 
only a supreme and sustained effort will serve even to 
arrest an economic sinking below the existing miserable 
standards of living.

To assume that these undertakings meant, or today 
mean, nothing, or even little, would be an unpardonable 
affront to those who gave them, though it would seem 
that some such assumption was made when the General 
Agreement was drawn up, or, more probably, that on 
that occasion the colonies had no advocate, or, at best, 
an advocate with inadequate instructions. However 
that may be, the fact remains that the United Kingdom 
herself is chiefly to blame if the lofty promises em­
blazoned in the Charter were not translated into 
operative provisions in the Agreement.

Now, however, all that is to be changed must, for 
the sake of British credit, be changed. The British 
West Indies look to Geneva in the confident hope, born oi 
the Chancellor’s promise, bom also of his character, 
that a real effort will at last be made to do what should 
have been done seven years ago.

What then is to be done? No one expects the 
United Kingdom representatives to suggest that the 
United Kingdom should have carte blanche to do exactly 
as she pleases in all things relating to trade with her 
dependent territories, without further consultation 
with other parties to the Agreement. On the other 
hand it is essential that a formula should be devised 
which will give definite and worth while guarantees 
on which the people of such territories can build—not 
mere permission to argue each case on its merits as has 
been foreshadowed, but a formula which would recog­
nize certain minimum understandings, the negation of 
which would make nonsense of the Charter undertakings 
—a formula, shall we suggest by way of example that 
would guarantee, inter alia, that the British West Indies 
Xould be free to sell directly consumable produce, i e 
produce which requires no further processing, to the 
United Kingdom to the extent that the United King­
dom can use it, and is the only country that will buy it 
at a price which will yield a reasonable return to the 
producer? Free, moreover, to do this, if necessary, 

(Continued on page 292)
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rom ondoner’s
Qlotel)ooQ

THE Queen’s nomination of Mr. Anthony Eden to 
the Order of the Garter took the world by surprise, 
but has been universally applauded. Since King 

George VI took the appointments to this most ancient 
of the orders of chivalry into his own hands, and filled 
up the many vacancies after the last war with the 
statesmen and commanders who had played the leading 
parts in it—with one famous exception, who accepted 
the honour from the Queen’s hands last year—the 
character of the Order has been gradually transformed. 
Instead of being dominated by hereditary names and 
great possessions, it is becoming an assembly (limited 
to 24 members besides the Sovereign and the Prince of 
Wales) of the outstanding figures in contemporary public 
life.

* * *
There are a good number of precedents for the appoint­

ment of a Foreign Secretary during his tenure of office ; 
but in the nineteenth century the office was usually 
held by a person of high rank in the peerage, such as 
would qualify in itself for the Garter under the con­
ventions of the day. Nevertheless, when awarded to 
a commoner it has always marked outstanding achieve­
ment in the cause of peace. Castlereagh had it in 
recognition of his great work at Vienna in settling 
Europe after the first abdication of Napoleon ; Salisbury 
(if a peer may be included in the list) when he returned 
with Beaconsfield bringing “ peace with honour ” from 
Berlin ; Grey after quenching several sparks that 
looked like flaring up into general war before 1914 ; 
Austen Chamberlain on the day of signature at Locarno 
of the Pact that was to “ outlaw war.” It is to this 
great succession that Sir Anthony Eden belongs.

* * *
After a wretched summer, the last-minute recovery 

in a kindly autumn—I was breakfasting in my Essex 
garden in mid-October—was marred by a month of 
industrial trouble worse than anything we have known 
since the war. For practically a whole month the 
London docks were idle, and in the later phases the 
dispute spread to other ports, so that in the end over 
44,000 men were on strike and 200,000,000 pounds 
worth of import and export trade was suspended. The 
quarrel was obscure and the issue ambiguous. The 
smaller of the two unions in the docks, the Stevedores 
and Dock Workers, called out their men in protest 
against what they called “ compulsory overtime.” The 
larger union, the Transport and General Workers Union, 
well aware that a job governed by the tides and thé 
irregular arrivals and departures of ships cannot work 
to rigid timetables, saw no grievance, but against the 
instructions of their leaders most of the men struck in 
sympathy and all work came to a standstill. The 
unofficial strikers rejected the use of the established 
conciliât10!1 machinery, and it took weeks of negotiation 
w?$hx Walter Monckton as Minister of Labour as 
chwf intermediary, to bring the two sides together.

* * *
In the course of the struggle the Trades Union Con­

gress, which disapproved of the strike, excommunicated 
the Stevedores Union for “ poaching ” members. In 
the end the men went back to work on very much the 
same terms as before ; sufficient numbers will be found 
to do all necessary overtime work, but the word “ com­
pulsory ” will not be used. But then neither com­
pulsory ” nor “ voluntary ” was in their contracts of 
service anyway.

The employers say, it would seem correctly, that the 
dockers have accepted terms that they had been offered 
for the last seven months. Some of the left-wing 
papers, however, maintain that they have won a glorious 
victory. Chief of these is the Communist Daily Worker, 
for whom, it may be suspected, victory consists less in 
improved conditions of work than in material loss 
inflicted by the dockers on the wicked capitalists—that 
is, on their country. The strike was certainly not started 
by the Communists. But there is no doubt that then- 
agents were busy all the time doing their best to keep 
it alive, and that they alone have profited by it. Before 
it had been settled for two days two minor strikes, arising 
out of it, had been worked up.

* * *
Just before Parliament reassembled the Prime 

Minister announced a reconstruction of his Government. 
It is not the big upheaval that would be involved in his 
own retirement ; on the other hand, it looks too big 
to be undertaken if another major change were in 
prospect within a few weeks or months. Mr. Macmillan, 
for instance, who has hitherto been expected to go to the 
Foreign Office when Sir Anthony Eden becomes Prime 
Minister, is made Minister of Defence, with responsi­
bilities scarcely to be undertaken on “ caretaker ” 
tenure. Sir David Maxwell-Fyfe, once the likeliest 
outsider in the Prime Minister stakes, has scratched; 
he goes to the House of Lords as Lord Chancellor under 
the title of Viscount Kilmuir. Major Lloyd George, his 
successor at the Home Office, will be popular as what 
the Welsh have long demanded, a Welshman as Minister 
for Welsh Affairs, which office is combined with that of 
Home Secretary. Mr. Lennox-Boyd, the new Colonial 
Secretary, is one of the most energetic of the younger 
Conservatives.

But the question when Sir Winston Churchill intends 
to go is made more baffling than ever. I doubt if he 
knows himself. He is living in the moment, but 
obviously enjoys keeping us all guessing. He seems at 
the top of his form as he approaches his 80th birthday 
on November 30th, which looks like being the occasion 
for such a unanimous tribute of admiration and affection 
from all parties as Parliament has not known f°r 
generations.

Mr. Arthur Creech Jones is now back in the House 
of Commons after an absence of four years. He retained 
for Labour the seat at Wakefield in the recent by-election 
with a majority of 6,108. Mr. Creech Jones was 
Secretary of State for the Colonies from 1946-50.
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Government Changes Princess Margaret’s Tour

Lord Lloyd at Colonial Office
Phanges in the Government involving 12 senior 

appointments and the same number of junior posts 
were announced in a statement from 10, Downing Street 
on October 18th.

The changes followed the acceptance by the Queen 
of the resignations of Lord Simonds, Field-Marshal Earl 
Alexander of Tunis, Miss Florence Horsbrugh and Sir 
Lionel Heald, Q.C.

Lord Munster, who has been Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies since the formation of the present 
Government in October, 1951, has been appointed 
Minister without Portfolio, and 
his place at the Colonial Office 
has been taken by Lord Lloyd 
of Dolobran, a Joint Under­
secretary at the Home Depart­
ment. Lord Lloyd, who was 
bom in 1912, is the only son 
of the first baron, who died in 
February, 1941, after having 
been Secretary of State for the 
Colonies for only nine months.

The new Under-Secretary 
served in the last war in 
Palestine, Syria and Europe 
and was awarded the M.B.E. 
He was a member of the 
London County Council in 
1949-50.

Mr. A. D. Dodds-Parker, 
M.P., is also involved in the 
changes. He has been 
appointed Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary for Common­
wealth Relations after having 
served for the past 11 months 
as Joint Parliamentary Under­
secretary of State at the 
Foreign Office. Before joining 
the Government, Mr. Dodds- 
Parker had for six years been 
chairman of the British 
Commonwealth Producers
Organization.

Major Gwilym Lloyd George, . has
M.P., who, as' Minister of Food since
been closely associated with producers state for
and colonies, has been appointed
the Home Department and Minister for W
He succeeds Sir David Maxwell Fyfe, Q.C., M.r
has been appointed Lord Chancellor.

Sir Kenneth Solomon

As we go to press we learn with great q c.,
death of Sir Aubrey Kenneth So o , Bahamas 
President of the Legislative Coun 
since 1946. 

As announced in last Circular Princess Margaret has 
accepted an invitation to visit some of the British 

islands in the Caribbean early next year.
An announcement from Clarence House on October 

19th states that Her Royal Highness will leave London 
by air on January 31st and arrive in Trinidad on 
February 1st.

The Princess will leave that island in H.M. Yacht 
Britannia on February 5th and will subsequently visit 
Grenada on the 6th and 7th, St. Vincent on the 8th, 
Barbados from the 9th to the 12th, Antigua on the 14th 
and 15th, St. Kitts on the 16th, Jamaica from the 19th 

to the 24th, and the Bahamas 
from February 26th to March 
2nd. Princess Margaret will 
return to the United Kingdom 
by air on March 3rd.

The announcement adds that 
the Princess will be accom­
panied by Lady Elizabeth 
Cavendish, Miss Iris Peake, 
Brigadier Sir Norman Gwatkin, 
and Captain Oliver Dawnay.

Caribbean Federation

TThe Legislative Council of 
A St. Lucia, which at its 
closing session on August 21st 
accepted the plan for setting 
up a federation of the British 
Caribbean which was approved 
by the delegates at the London 
conference in April, 1953, is 
the fifth legislature to make 
this decision. The others are 
the Jamaica House of Repre­
sentatives, the Barbados House 
of Assembly and the Legislative 
Councils of Grenada and St. 
Vincent. The legislature of 
Trinidad and Tobago is 
expected to consider the pro­
posals during the current
session.

The St. Lucia Legislative Council also accepted an 
-« nnt- which que-ffested the selection of a tern- ^^SitZi Marthe Federal Government

Should appoint a small committee to tour the area to 
choo e the most suitable site for the permanent capital. 
The site suggested in the conference plan is Grenada.

The Oueen has invited President Tubman of Liberia 
to oav an official visit to Jamaica as the guest of the 

Sir Hugh Foot. President Tubman will 
Governo , . gft State visits he is paying to the
arrive in Jamaica ane william v. S. Tubman,
who It was elected President of the Republic of 

Liberia in 1943.
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New Harbour for Bridgetown

Technical and Financial Aspects Examined
A brief reference was made in last Circular [page

268 ] to the talks being held in London in connexion 
with the construction of a deep-water harbour at 
Bridgetown. The following Press statement dealing 
with the progress of the talks was issued by the 
Colonial Office on October 27th :—-

“ Discussions on this project have been held between 
a Barbadian delegation, including the Governor, Sir 
Robert Arundell, the Premier, Mr. Grantley Adams, 
Q.C., and the Financial Secretary, Mr. E. S. S. Burrowes, 
and representatives of Her Majesty’s Government. 
These discussions have proved very useful to the fur­
therance of the project, have cleared up a number of 
points of difficulty and have been concluded to the entire 
satisfaction of both parties. They have shown, how­
ever, that further information is necessary on certain 
technical questions, before the financing of the scheme 
can be determined. For example, it has been suggested 
that the proposed number of berths may not be im­
mediately necessary and that economies might be made 
by reducing their number. It is also necessary to 
examine further the provision of up-to-date harbour 
installations. The Barbados Government will seek 
expert advice on these questions.

“ Meanwhile, all parties to the discussions are agreed:— 
The deep-water harbour scheme is a useful and 

desirable development project, which should proceed, 
subject to satisfactory examination of the technical 
points mentioned above.

(6) The project, once approved, will be given the 
highest priority in the Barbados Development Pro­
gramme.

(c) The project is of the kind that would in principle 
qualify for assistance from Colonial Development and 
Welfare bunds, subject to the further examination of 
the technical and financial aspects which will show 
whether such assistance is necessary.

(d) Barbados will be granted access to external 
borrowing facilities for purposes of raising a loan to 
finance the project.”

Citrus Mission to B.W.I.

The Colonial Office announce that a fact-finding 
?}lss^n on citrus leaves this month for the West Indies 
It will be led by Mr. J. C. Gardiner, F.C.A. who will be

y Mr’ K' S‘ Moore’ A-C A- Other members

Mr. A. de K. Frampton, C.M.G., for four years 
Professor of Agriculture in the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture : now Agricultural Adviser to the 
Comptroller of the Development and Welfare Organiza­
tion in the West Indies ; Mr. R. I. Johnson ORF 
Director of Canning in the Ministry of Food ; and Major 
Or^-B\êSS’ manager of the Francis Nicholas
Organization and formerly Chairman of the Palestine 
Citrus Control Board, m his capacity as Commissioner 
PalestinemerCe Industry ™der the Government of

WHY FIGHT ?
(Continued from page 289) 

under arrangements not acceptable under the normal 
rules of world trade, and subject only to report.

Thereafter, it will be for Her Majesty’s Government 
to consider how far the United Kingdom can go in 
giving the new powers practical effect. One thing they 
can do, if they are to help the British West Indies in a 
way that will really mean something ; they can ensure 
that permitted West Indian produce finds a market in 
the United Kingdom up to the limits of this country’s 
capacity to take it, having regard to their obligations to 
other dependent territories, with assistance to West 
Indian producers not less valuable than that afforded 
to domestic farmers.

The British Guiana Report

THE report of the British Guiana Constitutional 
Commission appears as the Circular has to go to 
press, and comment at this stage must largely be 

a matter of recording first impressions. There can, 
however, be no doubt that the commission has justified 
the confidence engendered by the chairman’s declara­
tion, on arrival in the colony, that “ we consider that 
in order to appreciate ‘ the circumstances which made it 
necessary to suspend the constitution ’ we must acquaint 
ourselves with all aspects of the country’s life. The 
constitution in our view must be related to the general 
conditions of the country, and is not a thing existing 
in vacuo quite unrelated to the social, economic and 
educational environment in which it has to function. 
It is in this sense that we interpret our terms of reference 
and we propose to try to get as clear a picture of the 
general background as we can.”

Clarity, indeed, is an outstanding feature of the report. 
Ambiguity has been eschewed, and the commission’s 
findings are expressed in terms which are convincing, 
straightforward, virile and courageous. Blame for the 
failure of the first attempt is put fairly and squarely 
On J"0 the s^ou^ers °f the People’s Progressive Party, 
and the suspension of the Constitution is found to have 
been fully justified. Realizing that British Guiana 
9annot afford another crisis of the kind that developed 
in 1953, the commission makes recommendations aiming 
at strong and good government while the economic and 
social life of the country is being constructively developed 
o enable the people of British Guiana, including the 

leaders of the P.P.P. themselves, to appreciate the folly 
° 1SfUpVve P°hcies. The recommendations have been 
acf?? e by the United Kingdom Government, and offer 
real hope for the future.

The commission have laboured faithfully to acquaint 
hemselves with the general conditions of the country

. lc the Constitution must be related, and the report 
wi+L S 9?^ the great physical and economic difficulties 
with which British Guiana is faced. We believe that 
Jhe peopie of British Guiana and Her Majesty’s Govem- 
r> if ^9 On those who have always thought

4U1 ana and its people to be worth working and 
nmn, f °r’ *° 9ontinue unabated their endeavours to 
P ° .9 Prosperity and happiness in what we earnestly 
nope win become an increasingly stable political climate.
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British Guiana Constitutional Commission

Report Accepted by Her Majesty’s Government

rpHE Report of the British Guiana Constitutional 
I Commission* was issued on November 2nd.

The commission, which arrived in British Guiana 
on January 6th and left on March 10th, consisted of :— 

Sir James Robertson, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., late Civil Secretary 
of the Sudan, as chairman ;

Sir Donald Jackson, Chief Justice of the Windward and 
Leeward Islands ; and

Mr. George Woodcock, C.B.E., assistant general secretary of 
the Trades Union Congress.

The secretary was Mr. R. E. Radford, of the Colonial Office.
The terms of reference of the commission were :—
“ In the light of the circumstances which made it 

necessary to suspend the Constitution of British Guiana 
to consider and to recommend what changes are required 
in it.”

The commission’s main conclusions are summarized 
in the report as follows :—

“ We are satisfied that the setback to orderly con­
stitutional progress in British Guiana was due not to 
defects in the Constitution but to the fact that those m 
control of the People’s Progressive Party proved them­
selves to be relentless and unscrupulous in their deter­
mination to pervert the authority of Government to 
their own disruptive and undemocratic ends.

" We are, therefore, driven to the conclusion that 
so long as the P.P.P. retains its present leadership and 
policies there is no way in which any real measure o 
responsible government can be restored wi 
certainty that the country will again be sub]ected to 

constitutional crisis.
“We have no doubt that British Guiana, .with its 

precarious economy, cannot afford another crisis o 
kind that developed in 1953 and we can, therefore see 
no alternative but to recommend a period of mark g 
time in the advance towards self-government.

“ We cannot estimate the length of the periodL which 
should elapse before the advance .t<™'ards sclf-goycrn^ 
ment is resumed. Everything will depe n ;J?riudinE 
extent to which the people of British Gm“a-tg 
the leaders of the P.P.P.
the realization that the futile and de i er T 
policies for which the P.P.P. at present standsare no 
basis for the future constitutional progress of their

country.”The commission considered 220 memoranda received 

from private individuals and associa ion memoranda
evidence of 80 witnesses who had sea|eti were held 
but desired to give evidence or ally- ™ the gcommission 
m public whenever possible, “ g, jn some cases 

‘ acceded to requests for private s g make state­
in view of the natural hesitation of
ments in public.”

Statement in the Commons
The following statement was made m

* The Report of the British Guiana 
Command Paper No. 9274, price 3/- 

Commons by Mr. A. Lennox-Boyd, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, on November 2nd :—

“ The Report of the British Guiana Constitutional 
Commission has been published to-day as a Command 
Paper. My right hon. Friend, the Minister of State, 
has discussed it with the Governor during his recent 
visit to British Guiana and Her Majesty’s Government 
accept the conclusions of the report. Hon. Members 
will wish to study it and I will not, therefore, go into 
details now.

“ Briefly, their conclusions amply justify the action 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government last October. 
They state that the breakdown was not due to defects 
in the Constitution, but to the activities of those in 
control of the People’s Progressive Party. They 
recommend that there is at present no alternative to a 
period of marking time in constitutional matters. They 
do not recommend a specific period, nor do Her Majesty’s 
Government wish to be tied to one.

“ Her Majesty’s Government, however, consider it 
desirable to set some maximum term to the personal 
appointment of the present Members of the Legislative 
Council without prejudice to when it may be possible 
to hold elections again. The present appointments will, 
therefore, run for four years from January 1st, 1954. 
During the period of this interim Government it is our 
firm intention to do everything possible to fit the colony 
for a return to representative government In par­
ticular there will be a thorough reform and extension oi 
local government institutions.

“ Members will no doubt wish to question me when 
they have studied the report. I should like to express 
the warm thanks of Her Majesty’s Government to Sir 
Tames Robertson, formerly Civil Secretary of the 
Sudan who was chairman of the commission, and to th 
other two members, Sir Donald Jackson, Chief Justice 
of the Windward and Leeward Islands, and Mr. Wood 
cock, assistant general secretary of the l.UL

Governor’s Speech and Broadcast
Sir Alfred Savage, the Governor, made the following 

statement to the Legislative Council on November

2n" The report of the British Guiana Constitution Com- 
• cinn 1954_or the Robertson Commission, as it has 

mission, 1954 ortnen released to_day both in 
T°md n°and in Georgetown, and at about this time in 
fondon the^R^ght Honourable the Secretary of State is

Xess the Legislative Council of Bnti^ Guiana

G Sir Alfred then'read the main conclusions of the com- 
mitSon and the statement of Mr. Lennox-Boyd, both of 

mauv — ___ __ which appear above, and continued. .
Commision. « As £ have said, the commissions report is ei g
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released to-day in Georgetown, but arrangements have 
been made for copies to be distributed as quickly as 
possible to all parts of the country. It is my intention 
that the report should have a very wide circulation so 
that as many people as possible will have the oppor­
tunity to read and study for themselves the findings of 
this independent commission in respect of events of the 
period between the report of the Waddington Com­
mission in 1951 and the decision to suspend the Con­
stitution in October last.

“You will read and study these findings for your­
selves, but I shall briefly refer to them here. After a 
most careful and painstaking examination of all relevant 
material, the commission have found that it had become 
necessary in October, 1953, to resolve the impossible 
position which had developed in the Executive Council, 
to put an end to the general anxiety and uncertainty in 
the colony and to remove the distinct danger of real 
trouble. They have found that at that time the fear 
of violence was real enough, that the Executive Council 
had come nowhere near to fulfilling its constitutional 
role and that there was no option but to suspend the 
Constitution if there was no other certain way of 
resolving the situation.

Disruptive Aims of P.P.P. Leaders

“ The commission have found that there was nothing 
substantially or inherently wrong with the Constitution 
which has had to be suspended, and that the set-back 
to orderly constitutional progress which resulted, was 
due not to defects in that Constitution, but to the fact 
that those in control of the P.P.P. proved themselves 
to be relentless and unscrupulous in their determination 
to pervert the authority of the Government to their own 
disruptive and undemocratic ends. They concluded 
that four of the seven principal officers of the P.P.P. 
and about half of the members of the party executive 
committee were Communists, and that these people had 
been restrained by expediency rather than by principle 
from forming and leading an openly Communistic 
party. The report states :—

They had decided on balance that they could more speedily achieve 
their most important and immediate objective—that of ridding 
British Guiana of British rule and influence—by remaining 
associated with others who had a similar objective in a party with 
a wide popular appeal.

They did not believe that self-government for British Guiana could 
be earned in successive steps by revealed capacity for responsible 
government. On the contrary they believed that a dependent 
territory can normally expect to win self-government only by violent 
action little short of revolution.

We are convinced that from the moment the P.P.P. secured its 
majority it was at most only a question of time before these people 
made a concerted effort to get the Party embarked on a course of 
action which was deliberately intended to lead to a serious con­
stitutional crisis as a means of forcing the British Government to 
capitulate to the demands of the P.P.P.

“ These findings have led the commission to the con­
clusion that so long as the present leadership and 
policies of the P.P.P. continue, there is no way in which 
any real measure of self-government can be restored 
without the certainty that the country will again be 
subjected to a constitutional crisis.

“ In passing, may I point out that only last Saturday, 
party statements were made clearly emphasizing that 
the attitude of the leaders of the party towards the 
Constitution has in no way altered, and that they con­

tinue to be determined, if allowed, to invite rather than 
to avoid, a constitutional crisis, if they conceive such a 
crisis to be necessary to enable them to obtain their 
objective of immediate self-government.

“ The commission have no doubt that British Guiana, 
with its precarious economy, cannot afford another 
crisis of the kind that developed in 1953 and have, 
therefore, in all the circumstances of the present situa­
tion, recommended a period of marking time in the 
advance towards self-government. The report makes 
certain suggestions regarding modifications in the 
suspended Constitution, to be considered at some future 
date, and comments on a number of subsidiary con- 
stitutional matters affecting ministerial conduct, the 
judiciary and the public service. The report proposes 
that adult suffrage should be maintained, and also 
makes certain recommendations about the electoral 
system, including a proposal to set up an electoral 
commission.

“ The commission have found it impossible to estimate 
at this stage the length of period which should elapse 
before the advance towards self-government is resumed. 
Everything, in their view, will depend upon the extent 
to which the people of British Guiana, I repeat the 
people of British Guiana, including the leaders of the 
P.P.P. themselves, can be brought to realize the futile 
and deliberately disruptive policies for which the P.P.P. 
at present stand are not the basis for constitutional 
progress of the colony. Her Majesty’s Government 
have, nevertheless, considered it desirable that a maxi­
mum term should be set to the personal appointments 
of the present Members of the Legislative Council, 
though, as was stated by the Secretary of State, fixing 
of this period will be without prejudice to the time when 
it may be possible to hold elections again.

Duty of Public Opinion
“ Let me emphasize at this stage what has been stated 

by the commission, that extremist leaders of the P.P.P., 
and the policies for which they stand, are the sole barrier 
to constitutional progress. This clearly is a challenge 
to the people of British Guiana. It is the duty now of 
public opinion, enlightened by recent experience and 
stimulated by resolve to remove barriers that stand in 
the way of constitutional progress, to renounce such 
policies and all those who advocate them. It is a time 
for moral courage and firm determination, as nothing 
less than the future democratic principles and institu­
tions in British Guiana are at stake.

“ In the meantime, everything possible will be done 
to prepare the colony for a return to elections and 
representative government. The creation of a healthy 
political environment is perhaps the most important 
safeguard of free and democratic institutions, and much 
may be done towards this end through reform and 
extension of the local government system of the colony. 
The report states : ‘ We do not think local government 
bodies play an important part in the affairs of British 
Guiana, and, indeed, we are not convinced that in local 
affairs the village and country district councils were 
popular or influential among the people.’ It goes on 
to say that ‘ the whole scope of local government, 
therefore, appears to be very limited.’

Accordingly, it is proposed to appoint a Com­
missioner of high standing and experience to report to
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the Government of the colony on the reform and 
extension of the local government system. With a 
new and reformed local government it will no doubt 
be possible to provide a very large measure of political 
training through local councils for the more important 
field of central government. For that reason I have 
decided that elections to the New Amsterdam Town 
Council should continue to be postponed as they were 
in 1953, and that elections to the Georgetown Town 
Council, which were not due to be held in 1953, should 
now be similarly postponed. A Bill seeking to give 
effect to this decision will be introduced shortly in 
Legislative Council. I do not propose, however, that 
there should be any interference with periodical mayoral 
elections, and these will be held from time to time in 
the usual manner.

“ The Robertson Commission did not deal with events 
subsequent to the decision to suspend the Constitution, 
but those of us living in this country have not forgotten 
the acts of violence, of sabotage and of sacrilege com­
mitted earlier this year; such evil deeds, you will 
realize, confirm and emphasize the findings of the com­
mission. Such conduct has been destructive both in 
spirit and in character ; yet there has been much con­
structive progress during the ten months of the interim 
Government’s existence. It took over the reins of 
government at a most difficult and trying period in the 
affairs of this country ; it was a time of strain and evident 
tension within the colony itself, whilst abroad its credit 
and good name had already become suspect. In addi­
tion to all this a pernicious and sustained campaign oi 
slander and propaganda endeavoured to discredit and 
frustrate the best efforts of the new government. In 
spite of this propaganda and violence the tension has 
diminished to some extent and confidence in the 
stability of the Government is being gradually restored.

Encouraging Signs
“ There are signs that the people are prepared to give 

this Government an opportunity to carry ou 1 s pr 
gramme of economic and social developmen
a matter of satisfaction that persons have returnedL to 
the Savings Bank the deposits withdrawn last yea. 
Already much of the extremist propaganda has bee 
shown'to be untruthful and its repeated calls for non 
co-operation unanswered. I finnly believe that the 
people of this country are realizing more and m , 
the davs go by the tragic mistakes of 1953 and the 
opportunities of progress which were ^“^J^Uth 
reckless politicians entrusted in al £ v
powers of government. Human rela , there is 
foundation of any society, have improve , bv indivi­
se much to be done, and often undone, ^h by mdivi 
duals and racial groups. The new eg country 
ment Committees introduced in every ¿eveiopnient 
have stimulated an interest in econo people to 
hitherto unknown and the response .of thepeo^ 
self-help and co-operative schemes in ma y p 
the country has been most gratifying, “ g

indicate to me, and I am sure
that the thinking of some peop credit for this is 
change in the last ten months a administration 
largely due to the efforts of the pre DU^iic services, 
and to the loyalty and industry o published

“ A few days ago the Development Secretary P 

a progress report on the development plan to September 
30th. It has given some satisfaction, although progress 
has not been as rapid as had been hoped, but you will 
recall that final approval was not obtained until May. 
Preparatory work, including investigation and reports 
by many visiting experts, the establishment of the Credit 
Corporation, the setting up and organizing of the new 
Departments of Housing, Land Settlement and Drainage 
and Irrigation, all requires much time and study, but 
practical results are becoming increasingly evident all 
over the country and people are seeing and realizing 
for themselves the benefits to be derived in the future. 
We can look forward to an acceleration in progress 
towards full implementation of our development plan. 
Here I must again remind you that (in the words of the 
World Bank Mission) ‘ the ability of the economy to 
sustain a continued growth and expansion will depend 
on the extent to which private investment is main­
tained.’ It is fair to say that overseas confidence in 
British Guiana is being restored and that, this year, 
overseas industrialists have been showing a strong 
interest in this country, particularly in the field of 
development of mineral resources. We can, for example, 
count on an expansion of investment in bauxite mining 
and substantial new investment in initiation of under­
taking to mine for manganese, columbite and tantalite. 
In the field of agriculture, private interests working in 
collaboration with the Government have successfully 
completed the first stage of experimental cultivation 
and production of jute in this country. I should also 
mention the interesting experimental scheme which is 
about to begin on one of the sugar estates in cultivation 
of sugar cane by farmers on a basis of partnership with 
proprietors.

Promotion of Peasant Proprietorship
“ An urgent need, of course, is provision of more 

cultivable land for small farmers and (as the com­
mission say in paragraph 21 of their report) for he 
establishment of a class of peasant proprietors with the 
feeling of having a real stake in the country. The 
major land reclamation and water control schemes in 
progress in Berbice and West Demerara are the most 
important means by which the need for cultivable land 
will be met. But quicker results should, however, be 
obtained by improving and bringing into use many 
scattered areas of land m the rear of existing estates 
and on river banks which are not being beneficially 
occupied, and it will be the function of the new Land 
Settlement Department to pursue this objective as 
rapidly as possible. I also hope that the Land Tenure 
Committee which has been set up will be able to find a 
solution to the difficult problem of safeguarding the 
rights of large numbers of persons in beneficial occupa­
tion of agricultural land but who, for various reasons, 

T am certainly not complacent. I am well aware of the 
extremist elements endeavouring m devious ways to 
maintain their position and to undermine confidence m 
the Government and to promote disruption and discord 
among the people of this country. I realize also that 
theyhave the physical support of a section of the party 
who are like-minded. I want it to be clearly under­
wood that any conduct which is subversive of the
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maintenance of good government will continue to be 
dealt with promptly and firmly.

“ As I have said before, there is an immense job of 
work to be done by everybody. The situation demands 
clear thinking, sincerity of purpose and constant effort. 
It needs primarily close personal contact with the 
people. Government officers, politicians, employers, 
trade union leaders and, last, but by no means least, 
Christian, Hindu and Mohammedan priests and clergy­
men, must go out to the people and not wait for the 
people to come to them. Although political extremists 
will in time be rejected by the people of the country, 
there is a real danger that their place may be taken by 
other extremists dominated by racial prejudice. May 
I say in all frankness and friendliness to the two 
numerically strongest races in this country, namely, the 
people of African and East Indian descent, that if you 
allow yourselves to be guided by racial extremists it will 
bring nothing but sorrow to yourselves, to your children 
and to your country. As I have moved about Guiana 
I have met many mixed groups living in complete 
harmony and there are both African and East Indian 
leaders who work together for the common good. The 
country needs many more leaders of this kind. We 
must build on friendship and tolerance and not on hatred 
and malice. I must add that I believe the minority 
groups could do more to help by avoiding racial dis­
crimination in its many aspects.

Industrial Relations

“ Another matter which has caused me grave concern 
is the position of the trade union movement in this 
country. On this question it would be appropriate for 
me to quote briefly from the commission report :—

The trade union movement has been too much used by would- 
be politicians as a means for obtaining power, and not as a way 
of improving the conditions of labour ; too many presidents 
and officials of trade unions even to-day are mere politicians ; 
many of them are not and never have been ‘ workers.’

We believe that if trade unionism in British Guiana is to climb 
but of the rut in which it now finds itself two things are needed ; 
firstly, for trade unionists to develop a healthy mistrust of thé 
motives behind the patronage of personally ambitious politicians, 
and secondly, for union executives to pursue their industrial 
objectives by industrial and not by political means.

“You will recall the first speech I made on my 
arrival in this country. It was a plea for labour and 
capital to come closer together. They need each other. 
During the last year industrial relations reached a very 
low ebb and, although they have since shown some 
improvement, there is yet so much to be done. Unless 
steps are taken, and taken by the members of the unions 
themselves, to place the trade union movement on a 
sound basis, it may be impossible to achieve that better 
understanding which is so vital to the true interests of 
this country. At the same time, I would urge on all 
employers the urgent necessity to redouble their efforts 
in promoting the closest relations possible with repre­
sentatives of the employees.

“You will already have gathered from the statement 
of the Secretary of State that members of the Executive 
and Legislative Councils will continue in office and 
that these Councils will continue to be responsible for 
the peace, order and good government of the colony. 
You will recall also that the personal appointments of 
these members are to run for a maximum period of four 

years from January 1st, 1954, i.e., terminating not 
later than December 31st, 1957.

“You all know that I am most anxious for this 
country to return to normal conditions as soon as 
possible. It will be the task of this Government to 
create conditions in which interrupted constitutional 
progress towards self-government can be resumed. The 
emphasis for the time being must be on sound adminis­
tration and implementation of the programme of social 
and economic development which has already been 
commenced. I hope it will be possible for me, in con­
sultation with my advisers, to relax gradually the 
restrictions which circumstances have, compelled me to 
impose under the emergency order/ Processions and 
public meetings may then be allowed, subject to such 
controls as are necessary in the interests of law and order. 
If there is any relapse, however, into conditions of 
disorder and violence the restrictions will have to be 
re-imposed.

“ While, like the commission, I have no illusions as 
to the difficulties which lie ahead, yet I am optimistic 
for the future. I have a strong and abiding faith in 
the people of this country, in their common sense and 
in their spirit of goodwill. I feel that the times through 
which we have passed and are passing serve but to 
strengthen our resolve that British Guiana should 
advance, as many other countries have done, along the 
path of ordered progress to an honoured place in the 
Commonwealth. I am sure that this faith and this 
optimism are shared by the people of British Guiana. 
With that faith, let us work harder than ever before. 
With that optimism let us move forward in practical 
co-operation to the future. Then under God’s guidance 
we shall succeed.”
By cable from our Georgetown Correspondent.

November 3rd.
" Copies of the Report of the British Guiana Con­

stitutional Commission have been distributed widely 
throughout the country. Many people are disappointed 
that no elections are to be held in the near future and 
feel that postponement is drastic; but generally 
responsible opinion acknowledges the Robertson report 
as a very able analysis of the past and present situations. 
Most people with any real stake in the country are 
relieved that stable government is to continue. Troops 
and some volunteers stood by but were not needed, 
the country being perfectly calm. It is the writer’s 
opinion that the fly in the ointment is the non-emergence 
of an energetic democratic party really representing the 
people. The United Democratic Party is well meaning 
and sincere, but has little grip on the country’s confi­
dence. However, this may come.”

Errors Alleged in White Paper. Miss Lee asked the 
secretary of State for the Colonies if he was aware that a number 
ot inaccurate statements had been made in the White Paper, 
Command Paper No. 8980, entitled “ British Guiana, Suspension 
o the Constitution ” ; and whether, therefore, he would issue a 
supplementary White Paper setting out corrections of all 
inaccuracies that had been brought to his notice.

in a written answer of October 20tb, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 
a ne was aware that the paid-up membership of the Man 

ower Citizens Association, as of other unions in British Guiana, 
a proved upon investigation to be considerably lower than 

tne nominal membership reported by the association to the
+ of Trade Unions and quoted in paragraph 16 of the 

11 ^aPer’ If Miss Lee would let him have details of the 
al eged discrepancies he would be glad to look into them.
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Economic Outlook in Trinidad and Tobago
------------- 4-------------

Governor Strikes Note of Caution

SO long ago as February, 1953, attention was drawn 
in the Circular to the increasing dependence of 
the Trinidad economy on the oil industry, and 

the danger inherent in the fact that the trend of pro­
duction in the established producing areas was down­
ward, while exploration was becoming more and more 
costly and meeting with increasing disappointments.* 
Although the latest report of the Petroleum Tech- 
nologistf records an increase in production over the 
previous year, the total production of crude oil was only 
about 300,000 barrels more than in 1942, the previous 
record year, which in the face of higher costs of pro­
duction and more competitive conditions in world 
markets gives no ground for complacency.

Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of Trinidad and Tobago, 
in his address at the opening of the 1954-55 session of the 
Legislative Council on October 24th, laid particular 
stress on the disturbing features of the present situation. 
He said : “ Our economy has continued to be buoyant 
but there is no doubt that we have been assisted 
materially by the boom conditions which have prevailed 
over the past few years.

“ The prices that we have received for our primary 
products in the agricultural sphere have in the main 
been good, sometimes exceptionally good, whilst for oil, 
our largest revenue producer, the gains resulting from 
devaluation have so far been maintained.

“ If I were to hazard a guess, however, I would say 
that the peak period of our boom has been reached.

“Already sugar is becoming a glut on the world 
markets ; the present price has shown a decline tor the 
first time for many years and many producing coun nes, 
including Jamaica, have been forced to restrict their

“PAs’for oil, there are many disturbing features. 
Any upward revaluation of the pound would mean a 
corresponding reduction in oil revenues and a oug 
is true that revaluation would provide
other directions, I am certain we should still suiter a 
loss in revenue for some time.

“ When I came here in 1950 Trinidad was either 
or a close second in the production of oil withm the 
Empire—to-day we are a bad thud an world
1950 we were producing about one per cent of worid 
production, to-day the figure has declined^¿es^than 
one-half of one per cent. The average p which 
well has also been declining for ^ver^ rL 1 
coupled with other factors, is responsible for the con 
tinuous increase in the cost of produc ion. . . •

“ . . . there are a few other points which I think 

Honourable Members should know. factor
“ The Oil Industry continued to be the= major factor 

in the island’s economy Colony’s revenue,
rather more than 34 per cent of t totalled 22.3

“ The production of crude oil for 1953^totalled^ 
million barrels, an increase of about o p

* See Circular, February, 1953, pages 41 a 
t To be reviewed in next issue. 

previous year, but only about 300,000 barrels more 
than was produced in 1942, the previous record year.

“ Throughout the world production of crude oil has 
latterly increased more rapidly than demand and the 
imminent re-entry of Persian oil on the world market 
must lead to more competitive conditions. Petroleum 
product prices are at present below last year’s figure, 
and I sincerely hope that further falls in prices will not 
develop.

“ Publicity has already been given to the completion 
of the 32-mile pipe line from the Ortoire area to Point 
Fortin as well as to the first truly marine well situated 
about six miles from the nearest land at Cedros Point.

“ The marine areas under lease cover 900,000 acres— 
a slightly greater area than all land leases—but the heavy 
cost of marine wells, estimated at five times that of 
land sited wells, is a major difficulty and deterrent to 
exploitation. It is obvious that we must offer special 
terms for this form of exploitation as is done by other 
countries.”

The Governor revealed that expenditure on the Five 
Year Economic Programme of the colony, the allocation 
for which was $38,800,000, would now amount to 
approximately $50,000,000, an increase of $12,000,000, 
and that work had been started on the preparation of a 
programme for the second five year period to commence 
in 1956. For these and other reasons the time was 
approaching when stock would have to be taken of the 
financial position of the colony.

More money was also required to maintain the pro­
gramme for the improvement of housing of sugar 
workers and cane farmers, and it had been agreed that 
half the balance of the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization 
Fund at December 31st, 1953 should be apportioned 
to the Labour Welfare Fund and that for 1954 and 
onwards further contributions would be apportioned 
from the Price Stabilization Fund. Legislation for the 
purpose would be introduced in the coming session and 
the Labour Welfare Fund was expected to benefit by 
$2,500,000 initially.

Secretaries for Trinidad Ministers

The five Ministers in the government of Trinidad and 
* Tobago are to be assisted by permanent secretaries, 

and the first of these new posts to be filled is that of 
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Labour, 
Industry and Commerce, to which Mr. Solomon Hochoy 
O.B.E., formerly Commissioner of Labour, was appointed 

m Mr^Hochoy joined the service in 1931 and was 
appointed Commissioner of Labour in 1949. He is also 
chairman of the Sugar Industry Welfare Fund Com­
mittee and a member of the Economic-Advisory Board, 
and came to London with the British Caribbean lega­
tion which began discussions with the United Kingdom 
government, on the citrus industry and the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, in October.
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Trade Talk Delegates Entertained Yellow Fever in Trinidad
Reference was made in last issue to the arrival in 

London of delegates from the West Indies for talks 
in connexion with the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade and the citrus industry.

In between the discussions the delegates attended 
several receptions in their honour, one of which was given 
by the Trade Commissioner for the British West Indies, 
British Guiana and British Honduras, in the King 
Charles Suite at Whitehall Court on October 6th. This 
enabled the delegates to meet Members of Parliament, 
officials of the Colonial Office, City merchants and 
members of the Press.

Another reception, also given by the Trade Com­
missioner, was held at the Connaught Rooms on October 
19th, and enabled a distinguished company to meet the 
Governor of British Honduras, Mr. P. M. Renison and 
members of the British Honduras delegation. [See 
opposite page.]

A photograph taken on that occasion, and reproduced 
below, shows (left to right) Mr. L. I. A. Richardson, 
Mr. Henry Hopkinson, M.P., Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, Mr. J. S. Espat, and Mr. Albert Gomes, 
of Trinidad. On the extreme left of the picture is 
Mr. P. W. Goldson.

The United Kingdom Bartenders’ Guild are this year 
organizing a competition for recipes for Jamaica rum 
punch instead of rum cocktails.

The competition, sponsored by the Sugar Manufac­
turers’ Association (of Jamaica) Ltd., will be held at the 
Hungaria Restaurant, London, from Tuesday, November 
30th, to Friday, December 3rd.

Entries will be in two classes—class I for cocktail bar­
tenders and class II for licensees who sell Jamaica rum— 
and the inclusive total entry is restricted to 400.

No Danger to Visitors
The Minister of Health of Trinidad and Tobago issued, 

on October 2nd, a statement in regard to the 
occurrence of yellow fever in Trinidad.

One case occurred in Port-of-Spain on August 8th 
and no confirmed case has been brought to light since, 
despite exhaustive investigation by the Rockefeller 
Foundation Virus Laboratory by the most modem 
methods. All seaport waterfront areas, the airport and 
a zone of one and a half miles round it are free from 
Aedes aegypti, the mosquito carrier of the virus, and in 
Port-of-Spain itself, where the Aedes index is under 
3 per cent, intensive anti-mosquito work is still being 
carried on. Over 90,000 inhabitants of Port-of-Spain 
have been vaccinated against yellow fever, which assures 
their immunity for six years.

Only seven other cases have occurred in the island, 
and these were all confined to persons who live and 
work in the forests. So far over 120,000 forest dwellers 
and workers have been vaccinated.

The Ministry of Health is certain that there is now 
no danger of any spread of the disease among residents 
in the larger towns, and as every possible precaution 
is being taken as required by the International Sanitary 
Regulations, there can be no danger to countries which 
trade with Trinidad, nor to visitors so long as they keep 
out of forests and jungles.

A statement issued by the American Consul General 
in Port-of-Spain, on October 28th, after a visit of 
inspection] by members of the United States Public 
Health Service, states that they were much impressed 
by the excellence of the local programme for the pre­
vention and control of yellow fever, that all travellers 

arriving at United States ports 
had had the necessary yellow 
fever inoculation, and that air­
craft and ships arriving at those 
ports from Trinidad had shown 
evidence that the insecticidal 
measures for preventing trans­
portation of mosquitos had 
been applied.

It is reported that the Kellar 
Development Corporation of 
Essequibo, British Guiana, is to 
set up a modern factory for the 
production of jellies, marma­
lades and guava cheese.

In addition to the manufac­
ture of marmalade from oranges 
and limes, an entirely new ven­
ture will be the manufacture of 
cashew marmalade. Experi­
mental production of this pre­
serve has been successful, and 
about a thousand cashew trees 
are being planted to ensure 
supplies.
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Development of British Honduras
------------ 4------------

Delegation Visits London

FOUR members of the Executive Council of British 
Honduras spent the last fortnight of October in 
England as the guests of Her Majesty’s Government. 

They were :—
Mr. L. I. A. Richardson Leader of the Majority Party in the

Mr. P. W. Goldson

Mr. H. H. Jex...

Legislative Assembly (elected member 
for Belize West) and Member of the 
Executive Council.
Elected Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for Belize South. Member 
of the Executive Council.
Elected Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for Belize Rural. Member 
of the Executive Council.

Mr. J. S. Espat Nominated Member of the Legislative 
Assembly. Member of the Executive 
Council.

are members of the People’s UnitedThe first three — ------------ .
Partv ; Mr. Espat is an Independent. They came tor 
talks on the development of the colony and to seek 
financial assistance for a number of projects.

The Governor of British Honduras, Mr. P. M. 
Renison, arrived in London a few days in advance ot 
the delegation and took part in the discussions with the
Colonial Office. , , ....

A programme of visits, arranged by the rl 1 
Council, enabled the delegates to see something of 
British agriculture, education and housing, and they 
spent from October 23rd to 27th visiting Reading 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Coventry, Loughborough and 

R OrTöctober 22nd the delegates visited the offices of 
the West India Committee to meet members; of the 
executive committee and of the secretariat and were 

entertained to tea.

Memorandum Circulated

A memorandum was circulated by 
members of both Houses of ^^I^ì^^als 
principal newspapers, magazines and J
The first part of the memorandum deals with the

Office is requesting^ to^ during
that country 
1955-1960.-- ™e-Pla? Development Han Part

Three (which is^ing "ed by the^^ 

officials of the Colonial Office g Hon.
of the Delegation upon the mvi ahon of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies ■ a »legislative 
from Members of the Majority .L j fO the Colonial Assembly of British Honduras disp^chedto^

Official Draft

and for loans of £280,000 expenditure of some
“The Memorandum calls tor exp

£1,500,000.

“ The Scheme for the Corporation will call for expen­
diture of some £330,000.

“ The major items in the Official Plan are Agriculture 
(£747,600), Education (£247,200), Forestry (£292,200), 
Medical (£95,200), Miscellaneous (£162,000), Public 
Works (£728,500), Housing and Urban Services 
(£445,500), and Reserve (£87,700). Others are Co­
operatives and Social Development, Information and 
Communications, Labour, Medical, Police, Prisons and 
Miscellaneous Schemes (£205,300).

“ The Memorandum (by implication only) requested 
expenditure of £750,000 on improvement of existing 
roads in British Honduras, £750,000 for the establish­
ment of a proper sewerage system and the provision of 
£140,000 on which the country could draw to meet the 
annual payments on certain public debts that now 
impose a burden on the country’s budget without any 
return to the country.

“ British Honduras is a country as big as Wales, with 
a population of about 75,000 tending to grow „at the 
rate of 3 per cent per annum by natural means.

Mr. Shenfield’s Broadcast

Mr. A. A. Shenfield, a former Economic Adviser to 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, paid a 

visit to British Honduras in August to make suggestions 
to the local government in regard to taxation and 
development. On October 13th he gave a ten-minute 
talk from London in the broadcast series Calling the 
West Indies in which he made the following comment 
on the general background of the British H°^ran as 
it seemed to him to affect the economic development of 
the territory which his studies were designed to foster .

During the past summer, I spent a short time in 
British Honduras in order to advise the government o 
the colony on the revision of its income tax and customs 
laws within eye to the stimulation of economic.develop­
ment It was a fascinating experience for though I 
know the British Caribbean very well, it was my first 
visit to British Honduras, and I found some problems 
there which were quite difierent from those I know in 
ihe island colonies, while others which are similar are

the Sahara o more sparsely populated
iha°nrits neighbours Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, 
than its neig . H of British Guiana where the N?rior of ttXun^ UP
cartel expenditure. The emptiness of British Honduras 
• neculiarlv due to the colony s history.

For some three centuries, the only major economic 
Utv ffi the colony has been forestry. For one 

activdy . vears this was because the Spaniards, 
hundred and fifty yearet surrounded the

•" a.
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edge of the Honduras coast, would not recognize per­
manent settlement and hence forbade the development 
of agriculture.

In the next one hundred and fifty years, the tradition 
thus established was maintained. In this colony it 
became uniquely disreputable to engage in agriculture, 
at least if some kind of living could be wrung from the 
forests. This in its turn produced a deep-rooted liking 
for casual and intermittent work, which is well suited 
to log cutting and forestry but to little else. While a 
logger worked he may have sweated more than the 
farmer, but he did not work so often or so long. And 
while the produce of the forest could be carried to the 
sea by river, there was no stimulus to produce the roads 
without which the potential agricultural land of the 
colony could not be opened up. Nor could roads be of 
great use to forestry before the days of suitable and 
reasonably cheap road vehicles. Nor could lumber alone 
support the expense of roads. It is thus only in the 
last few years that the beginnings of a true road system 
have been established.

Objection to Immigration

The result of this exceptional history has been to 
produce an exceptional community, self-reliant but also 
self-centred and isolationist. In the result the British 
Honduran objects to the immigration which would at 
one and the same time enrich his community and relieve 
the congestion of the island colonies. The Jamaican or 
Barbadian farmer would expose the anachronism of his 
addiction to casual and seasonal work. His money 
wages are high, and the competition of immigrant 
labour, quite apart from farmers, would bring them 
down. But what he does not realize is that his real 
wages are low, for his cost of living is exceptionally 
high. The work of the immigrant would raise his real 
wages, but he does not see it. Of course, it is not all a 
question of labour and wages. It is also cultural To 
the self-centred British Honduran the brash Jamaican 
and the more disciplined Barbadian represent something 
too sophisticated, surprising though that may be to 
them and to us.

Now picture this small isolated community presented 
with the ladder of political advancement which has 
already been partly climbed by the Jamaicans, Trini­
dadians and others. In the elections last spring the 
people had a new constitution, with for the first time 
universal suffrage. The elections caused a stir because 
an anti-colonial, and perhaps anti-British, party the 
People s United Party, took eight seats out of nine in 
the new legislature. The leaders of the P.U.P. have 
accepted the constitution and have pledged themselves 
to play their part loyally with the Governor in working 

fact remains that theY are suspicious of the 
Mother Country, that they are inexperienced in the art 
ot government, for no opportunity of practising the art 
has previously been available to them, that their com­
munity would be too small to produce a viable indepen­
dent government however intelligent and experienced 
the people might be, and that in fact the people are even 

m the WayS °f se^"govemment than 
the P.U.P. leaders.

In this situation it seems to me that the experiment 
of self-government must place a great strain on states­

manship. The suspicion of Britain may pass. It is in 
any case a recent development in a community where 
loyalty to the Empire was once exceedingly strong and 
which more than once resisted all the might of Spain to 
stay in the Empire. It is due to cultural isolation, to 
close commercial relations with the United States, to 
the fact that many of the most influential school teachers 
come from the American Middle West where familiarity 
with British ways and achievements is not widespread. 
Perhaps above all it is due to the devaluation of the 
British Honduras dollar in 1950. This is, perhaps, the 
greatest cause of dissatisfaction with colonial status, 
for it was a great shock and its necessity was not under­
stood by a community out of touch with economic 
realities. These influences may pass or become mel­
lowed.

What is disconcerting is that this situation arises 
just when, at last, the colony is on the threshold of 
significant economic development. Though it is true 
that apart from one area it has no great tracts of land 
suitable for plantations or estates, it has in the aggregate 
much good land on which, with the requisite immigra­
tion, a great new agricultural development could take 
place. Thus the economy of the colony could be lifted 
on to an entirely new plane.

If this is to happen the last thing one wants is to see 
the colony bedevilled by the hurly burly of political 
dissension or by the instability of untried constitutions. 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados are, perhaps, truly 
fit for the great political advances which they have made 
in recent years. British Honduras is not necessarily 
in the same position. The P.U.P. leaders thus have, 
perhaps, an even harder task than Mr. Bustamante, or 
Mr. Gomes or Mr. Grantley Adams. What the colony 
needs above all else is tranquil and sure-footed adminis­
tration, if the new capital, enterprise, workers and 
peasants are to be found, which can enable it to cease 
to be the backwater it is.

It will, I am sure, be said that quiet administration, 
rather than lively politics, is what the colony has had 
tor generations, and still it has remained a backwater, 
true, but it is only in very recent years that Imperial 
policy and economic weather in the Caribbean have set 
air for colonies of this kind. Politics and economics 

hand in hand. They have not in the past, 
and they will not in the future if favourable economic 
forces are countered by unfavourable political ones.

The P.U.P. leaders, even under the wise guidance of 
e Governor, are thus not to be envied in their task. 

If success depended only on the good wishes of Britain 
and the West Indies, it would surely be theirs. If the 
economic development, which my study of the colony’s 
tax and customs laws is designed to foster, is welcomed 
and assisted by the P.U.P. leaders, they will have 
deserved well of their country.

Government Grant. The Secretary of State has 
informed the British Honduras delegation that subject 
to Parliament agreeing to extend the C.D. and W. 
Acts and voting the necessary funds, he would be 
prepared to make an initial allocation of £1,250,000 for 
tne next three years for development. The territory 
would also have £300,000 carried over from the existing 
allocation.
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Imperial Preference and

Mr. Butler’s Statement
great deal of interest has been aroused by the 
statement on Imperial preference made by Mr. 

R. A. Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, during the 
course of his speech at Blackpool on October 8th before 
the annual conference of the Conservative Party.

The following is an official report of the pledge then 
given by Mr. Butler on behalf of the Government :—

When we look at our Commonwealth, the main 
consideration I want you to have in mind is that we 
preserve Commonwealth unity, and the one line upon 
which we can do it, and the one line upon which Canada 
will work with the rest of the sterling area, is the line 
of freeing trade and payments. It is vital to carry 
Canada with us. I was thrilled when I was just recently 
there by the truly magnificent, imaginative and romantic 
advance they are making in developing their wealth 
and resources.

“ Certain of you in the audience are quite rightly 
interested in what we are going to do immediately in 
this realm of preferences. Some of you, I understand, 
want to de-gut G.A.T.T. My own view is that we should 
not de-gut G.A.T.T., but re-gut G.A.T.T. That is 
precisely what we are preparing to do, and a conference 
is going on in London with the Commonwealth repre­
sentatives at the present time.

“ I thought I had better just mention the four main 
poi nts upon which we wish to make progress :—

“ First, we propose to proceed with the examination 
of individual preferences, especially to meet the point 
of view of Australia which is worried, among other 
things, about the way the Ottawa Agreement is working.

“ Second, we propose to review the value of the pre­
ferences to-day compared to the date at which they were 
put on, and see whether they need looking at again.

“ Third, we propose to fight for adjustments to meet 
the special needs of the colonies.

“ And fourth, in the interests of Lancashire, and not 
only Lancashire, but England as a whole, we propose 
to secure that the unfair practices hitherto noticed in 
Japanese competition shall be dealt with m a air an 
proper manner. „

“ That, put quite shortly, is the approach we shall 
make to this vital and important subject and if we can 
work with any of you who are sincerely devoted to tins 
cause, we shall be only too glad to do so.

Conference at Geneva
In the House of Commons on October 21st Mr. R 

Thomeycroft, President of the Board of Jrade was 
asked the following questions with regard 
coming conference on G.A.T.T. at Geneva .

Mr. H. Wilson asked if he would instruct the^e- 

gation to the forthcoming conference on st
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade to ensure . until 
would be taken to make the agreemen P monwealth 
the provisions banning new or additiona 
preferences were removed therefrom. to vine

Lieut.-Colonel Lipton asked what steps he was taking 

during the forthcoming General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade negotiations to retain Imperial Preference 
and to uphold the right to grant and receive such 
preferences as were mutually agreed with Empire 
countries.

Mr. Peter Thomeycroft : “ The question of Common­
wealth preferences in relation to the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade has been discussed at a number of 
Commonwealth conferences in the last two years. 
There has been general recognition by all Common­
wealth countries of the value of existing preferences 
which, under the terms of the General Agreement, we 
are at liberty to continue.

“ But it has been, and remains, the considered view 
of most Commonwealth countries that it would not be 
desirable or feasible to ask the foreign countries which 
are parties to the General Agreement to change the 
present rules contained in article 1 of the Agreement 
affecting discrimination against their goods. They 
prefer, instead, to consider any individual cases on their 
merits and where appropriate to seek to deal with them 
by negotiation or waiver in the G.A.T.T. This is, in 
the circumstances, the policy which Her Majesty’s 
Government propose to pursue.”

Lieut.-Colonel Lipton : “Is the Minister aware that 
his scandalous betrayal of Imperial Preference has 
already quadrupled emigration from Jamaica to this 
country since the present Government came into power ? 
Will he please look at page 12 of ‘ Britain Strong and 
Free ’ and then hang his head in shame ? ”

Mr. Thorneycroft : “ If I may say so, the hon. and 
gallant Gentleman is a little harsh on the Government 
which negotiated this agreement.”

Mr. Wilson : “If the right hon. Gentleman is going 
back in history as far as 1947 he should take it back to 
1943 when the first committal was entered into on this 
question by the coalition Government. Is he aware 
that the 1947 agreement was a purely temporary one 
which assumed that there were to be big changes in 
U.S. trading policy which have not yet taken place ? ”

Mr. Thorneycroft: “I was not attacking the right 
hon. Gentleman—I was seeking to defend him from his 
friends. All I was asked was about present policy and 
I indicated a policy which has the broad support of the 
Commonwealth as a whole.”

On the same day Mr. H. Wilson asked the President 
of the Board of Trade what instructions were being 
given to the United Kingdom delegation to the Geneva 
Conference to consider the working of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

Mr. P. Thomeycroft: “ The considered judgment oi 
the Government, which has the general support of 
organized industry, is that the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade is an essential instrument for main­
taining order and fair play in international trade ; and 
it will be our aim to work for the reaffirmation and, 
where necessary, strengthening of its provisions, m 
order that it may play its part in further progress 
towards wider trade and payments. Instructions will 
be given to our official delegation in this sense.

Mr. Wilson : “ I am sure that the right hon. Gentle­
man will have the good wishes of all on this side in these 
negotiations, on the basis of what he has just told us, 
but will he tell us whether, in the discussions with the 
Commonwealth governments, there has been a broad
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agreed Commonwealth line on the forthcoming con­
ference ? ”

Mr. Thorneycroft: “ There has. It has been fully 
discussed both in Washington and in London. In 
London the officials meeting there discuss the matter 
with a view to reference to their own governments who, 
of course, form independent judgments in these matters, 
but I can say that, broadly speaking, we are pursuing 
a common line on these main issues.”

Mr. Russell: “ Can the Minister say whether colonial, 
as distinct from Commonwealth, governments are in 
agreement on this ? ”

Mr. Thomeycroft: “Yes, Sir. Colonial govern­
ments have been brought into consultation in this 
matter. There are special problems in relation to the 
colonies, affecting them differently from other sections 
of the Commonwealth. These matters are under 
discussion with them at the present time to see whether 
any action can be taken to meet them.”

On the 28th, Dr. Stross asked Mr. Thorneycroft 
whether he would support a proposal for the progressive 
reduction of customs tariffs during the G.A.T.T. Con­
ference to be held in Geneva.

Mr. P. Thorneycroft : “ Her Majesty’s Government 
have co-operated with other contracting parties to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in formulating 
proposals for the progressive reduction of tariffs. It 
would, however, seem to us difficult to come to any 
effective decisions until we know what contribution the 
United States may be enabled by future legislation to 
make for their part towards the reduction of tariffs, 
which can only be undertaken on a multilateral basis.”

Dr. Stross: “In view of that answer, will the 
President make it quite clear that the world needs trade 
rather than aid, and that trade should not only be free 
but fair ? ”

Mr. Thomeycroft : “I find myself in general agree­
ment with that view.”

Empire Boxing Championships

Formation of New Committee
As the result of correspondence between Mr. J. Onslow 

Fane, president of the British Boxing Board of 
Control, and officials of similar bodies in the Common­
wealth, it was agreed to form a new organization to 
ensure that Empire Championships were properly 
controlled.

An exploratory meeting was held in London on June 
23rd when it was decided to form a British Common­
wealth and Empire Boxing Championships Committee, 
and the inaugural meeting was held on October 12th. 
By a unanimous vote Mr. Fane was elected chairman 
and Mr. E. J. Waltham was appointed secretary.

A photograph taken on that occasion appears below 
and shows (from left to right) :—

Seated : Mr. W. F. C. Morton (South Africa—Transvaal 
and Natal), Mr. A. H. Elliot (Great Britain), Mr. J. 
Onslow Fane (Great Britain), Mr. E. J. Waltham, 
secretary, and Mr. D. J. Collister (Nigeria).

Standing: Mr. B. M. Turner (New Zealand), Mr. 
A. E. V. Barton (British Guiana), Commander H. V. 
Lavington, R.N. (Rtd.) (Trinidad), Mr. C. B. Cowley 
(Canada), and Mr. J. Pollard (Australia).

British Travel Association

The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
Sir Arthur Morse to be chairman of the British Travel 
and Holidays Association in succession to Sir Alexander 
Hyslop Maxwell, whose retirement for health reasons 
was announced on August 15th, 1954.

Sir Arthur Morse, who took up his duties on November 
1st, was for many years in the Far East, has visited the 
United States on several occasions and has a wide know­
ledge of international transport problems.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ QINCE ‘Beg pardon’ come a-fashion, li’l boy mash 
big man foot.”

* * *
Mr- Leslie Lord, Assistant Agricultural Adviser to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies, visited British 
Guiana during October to see agricultural development 
there. * * *

Mr. S. G. Fletcher, managing director of the Daily 
Gleaner, received in New York on October 22nd a 
Maria Moore Cabot Gold Medal awarded by Columbia 
University for “ advancement of international friend­
ship in the Americas.

r * * *
Mr. W. A. Coupland and Mr. J. A. C. Hugill, both 

of whom are executive directors of Caroni, Ltd., and of 
the West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd., left London by air on 
October 30th for a visit to Jamaica and Trmidad. they 
hope to be back in London in early December.

Mr Donald Gibson, chairman of the Port-of-Spain 
Corporation Electricity Board, recently spent six .weeks 
in England and Scotland on leave. He left for Trinidad 
at the end of October travelling via New York. Mr. 
Gibson is due to retire in April next.

* * *
Mr Evelyn A. St. Clair Davson, son of Lieut.- 

Colonel H M. Davson, a member of the executive of the 
W«t India Committee, and of the Hon Mrs Davson 
was presented by his wife with a daughter (Elizabeth 
Jane St. Clair) on October 15th.

* * *
Mr C Desmond Smith, of William Smith & Co., 

ofLeadenh^Street, London, E C, is a  ̂

Wp<;t Indies on a business visit. He leit Lonuon uy 
air on October 13th is
there proceeded to Trinidad and ^Tof^h^month 
expected back in London at the end of this montn.

C‘"i“ they »in g

M». H»» Mac«™
regret to learn, died at daughter of the
London, S.W., on Octobe ’ Immigration Agent 
late Mr. Arthur Harvey ex married Mr.
General for British Guiana. In of Booker
Frederick Vavasour in January
Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd., daughter who all 
1914. They had two androne da ,g of

XT,. J.“'-,916-

i, ™ »a ,™.t » « >»™d ,he d“,h 

of Mrs. C. D. Harragin, widow of Mr. G. F. R. Harris 
Harragin, who was Warden of Arima and San Fernando 
successively in Trinidad. Mrs. Harragin, who was 78, 
died on October 7th in Kingston-on-Thames Hospital, 
Surrey. She was a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Fowler, of Georgetown, British Guiana, and was one of 
a large family. Mrs. Harragin was the second wife of 
Mr. Harris Harragin whose first wife (née Miss A. Dick, 
daughter of Mr. Colin Dick, of Trinidad) died in the 
1920’s. * * *

Mr. Hugh Paget, who has been director of the British 
Council Hostel and Centre at Hans Crescent, London, 
S.W.l, for the past four years, has been transferred to 
Amsterdam as the council’s representative for the 
Netherlands. He is succeeded at Hans Crescent by 
Mr. Alan Steward, who until recently was the British 
Council’s representative in Nigeria. Mr. Steward is also 
well known in the West Indian colonies having sert e 
first in British Guiana and then as representative at 
Barbados, his territory including the Windward Islands 
and Leeward Islands.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Dr. F. M. Bain, Mrs. Marie 
Bavlev Mr. V. A. Cooper, Mr. H. A. Cuke, Mr. G. M. 
Eccles, Mr. Lawrence Fielding, Mr. R R. Follett-Smith, 
Mr. P. H. Forbes, Mr. Albert Gomes, Dr. F. O. Gonzalez, 
Mr. A. Hamilton, Mr. Patrick Hobson, Mr R. L. M. 
Kirkwood, Mr. H. V. Lake, Captain and Mrs J. H. Locke, 
Mr. Keith McCowan, Mr. and Mrs. A. K. ^oreby, M . 
A. E. Muschett, Mr. P. M. Remson Mr. A A.
Mr. P. M. Sherlock, Mr. C. L. Pitt Mr. Harold E. 
Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. ChristopherWalwyn, Mr. Charle.:. 
Wheating and Mr. Roy Wilson.

The West India Committee
A meeting of the executive of the West India Com- 
A mittee was held on October 21st Mr. J. M. Campbell 
a vice-president, presiding in the absence abroad of the 
chairman, Mr. H. Alan Walker and th* 
indisposition, of the deputy-chairman, Mr. A. J.
Murray. The following three candidates were admitted 

to membership . proposer and Seconder

^ante M t m. du Buisson
Mr. Antony Greaves Tasker, IM. J.rederick j Seaford,Mr. Antony Greaves Tasker, Ì

O.B.E. . r

(British Guiana)
Lazzari & Sampson, Ltd. 

(Trinidad)
Mr. Norman Cassleton 

Elliott
(London)

j C.B.E.

T Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
J Mr. H. Wakeford

Ì Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott 
[Mr. H. Alan Walker

Obituary
At the outset of the meeting, Mr. du Buisson referred, 

• T regret, to the deaths of Mrs. Helen M. 
McConnell, of London, who was a life member, and Miss 
Violet M. C. Roberton, C.B.E, LL.D., of Glasgow.
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Inter-island Shipping
New Service to Start in January

TJeference was made in the Circular for August 
[page 211] to the agreement reached by the Regional 

Economic Committee on the establishment of an inter­
island shipping service.

The following Press statement regarding the new 
service was issued by the Trade Commissioner in London 
on October 7th

“ Negotiations have now been completed between the 
Governments of the British West Indies and a con­
tracting company, the West Indies Navigation Co., 
Ltd., under which a regional shipping service will be 
operated to link the islands of the British Caribbean. 
The possibility of including British Guiana in the service 
is to be kept under constant review.

“ The contracting company, the West Indies Naviga­
tion Co., Ltd., has already been incorporated as a private 
company in Trinidad and its shareholders are the 
Colonial Development Corporation, Jardine Matheson & 
Co., Ltd., and the Indo-China Steam Navigation Co., 
Ltd. Jardine Matheson & Co., Ltd., are general 
managers of the Indo-China Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., 
and have been shipowners for over a century. The 
Colonial Development Corporation have done a signal 
service to the West Indies in interesting these experienced 
shipowners in a regional service.

“ The Regional Economic Committee of the British 
West Indies acting on behalf of the Governments 
selected this offer from a number of tenders for the 
service and undertook the negotiations which have now 
been successfully concluded. The Governments recog­
nize that the service cannot be self-supporting in the 
initial stages and will make an annual payment to the 
West Indies Navigation Co., Ltd., for three years in the 
first instance. The United Kingdom Government will 
assist the regional Governments by a contribution to 
that annual payment.

Present plans are to initiate the service from 
Trinidad at the beginning of January, 1955. A vessel, 
s.s. West Indian, of 3,500 gross tons, carrying passengers 
and cargo and having facilities for refrigerated cargo, 
will operate an approximately three-weekly schedule 
between Trinidad, Grenada, Barbados, St. Vincent, 
St. Lucia, Dominica, Montserrat, Antigua, St. Kitts and 
Jamaica.

“ This new enterprise is a positive step forward by the 
British Caribbean territories whose individual develop­
ment and regional cohesion has long been retarded by 
the lack of regular and efficient regional service between 
them. The situation was aggravated by the with­
drawal of the Canadian National Steamship ‘ Lady 
Boats ’ in 1952. The new service should expand intra- 
regional trade, stimulate agricultural development, 
increase outlets for secondary industries and quicken 
economic activity all round. There is an urgent need 
for regular and cheap passenger facilities, as the Eastern 
Caribbean territories are inadequately served, while 
there has never been a co-ordinated passenger service 
linking the Eastern Caribbean with Jamaica.

Economic considerations apart, it has been recog­
nized that a regional service is vital to and implicit m 

any serious approach to political federation. The 
enterprise to be undertaken is an act of faith—faith in 
the future of the British Caribbean. The willingness of 
the Governments concerned to support the project 
financially rests in their conviction that the new service 
will promote economic strength and inter-territorial 
relationships of the British Caribbean as a unit, and 
that the benefits will ultimately be shared by all.”

Mr. W. E. Walwyn
As announced, with great regret, in last issue, Mr. 

William Earle Llewellyn Walwyn died in St. Kitts on 
July 16th.

Mr. Walwyn was bom in that island in September, 
1884, and at the age of 15 entered the service of the 
West India and Panama Telegraph Co., Ltd. (now Cable 
& Wireless, Ltd.). Some years later he became, for a 
short period, a magistrate’s clerk and then turned to 
planting, which became his life’s work.

For some years he was attorney for Wade Plantations, 
Ltd., resigning that position in 1939. He then became 
manager and attorney of several estates, in which he 
had acquired interests, and subsequently became the 
island’s leading planter.

Mr. Walwyn always took a keen interest in the affairs 
of the island and served for many years first on its 
Legislative Council and then on the Executive Council 
and the Federal Legislative Council.

He had served on the boards of many associations or 
committees, often as president or chairman : these 
included the St. Christopher Sugar Producers’ Associa­
tion, the St. Kitts Sugar Association, the St. Kitts Sea 
Island Cotton Growers’ Association, Ltd., and the West 
Indian Sea Island Cotton Association. He was the local 
director of the St. Kitts (Basse Terre) Sugar Factory,

A Young London Stowaway

^J'hose who from time to time have been privileged, by 
courtesy of the Port of London Authority, to visit 

the Royal Docks by launch, will be interested to learn 
that, despite the poor summer, more than 23,000 
passengers were carried on the public river and dock 
cruises operated by the P.L.A. between June and mid­
September—a testimony to the attraction they hold for 
Londoners and visitors.

information is given in the October issue of 
t e JMonthly, the magazine of the Port of 

Authority. “For the first time in the history 
oi these cruises,” the magazine also reports, “a stow­
away was found on board one of the launches after it had 
entered the Royal Docks. The culprit, aged four years, 
‘ +i A* h1S ,h°me in Camden Town determined to see 

e yoats- He had eluded the station officials, 
travelling without a ticket to Tower Hill Station, and 
slipped aboard a river and docks cruise launch by 
means known only to himself. He was given tea in the 
aunch and at the end of the cruise was handed to a 

police car for delivery to his parents.”
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

PRINCESS MARGARET. Miss 
win, writing from St. John’s on 
states : “ We are all delighted over the news of 

the forthcoming visit of Princess Margaret, and proud 
to think that she will be with us for three days. There 
is much that we will enjoy showing her, and we hope 
that she will derive as much pleasure from visiting our 
beauty spots as we will in sharing them. The Princess’s 
visit will add further history to Nelson’s Dockyard, and 
Clarence House, built as the residence of William IV, 
will again ring with royal footsteps. Dow’s Hill and 
Shirley Heights, the old Church in the Valley and Fort 
James, and other places of historical interest will come 
into prominence, and Antiguans will be happy to feel 
that these will have intimate connexions with the Royal 
Household.

Helen Good- 
October 21st,

Bishop Back. " Our Bishop has returned. He left 
Antigua early in the year to visit England, then went 
to America to attend a conference at Minneapolis, and 
finally attended the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston. Our delegates at Minneapolis were the 
Bishop, the Rev. H. Lane and Colonel Branch , and 
on the Bishop’s return they all spoke to a large con­
gregation in St. John’s Cathedral.
' Methodist Council. " The Methodist Church is 
holding its Provincial Advisory Council here, and clergy 
lax-men and deaconesses from America and other We 
Indian islands are the guests of the members and friends 

of the Church.
The Weather. “ The rains continue. We have been 

very luckv this season, but ‘ October, all over has not 
proved a correct prophecy in the western “.g 
Is the hurricanes ‘ Edna and Hazel, who broughtus 
the rain, have wrought much damage in other places.

Obituary. “ We have just heard by cable of the 
death hi England of Mrs. Arthur Stamers, wife of the

time.”
BARBADOS

ThP Weather The Director of Agriculture, in his 
reXT the work of his"he

to the growth, of all field cro^ Only^ht

fell in the the month was 4.56 inches
average total rainfall for rs
below the avefage-f°Li setons received from 30 stations, 

“According to rainfall retu ® ies of the island,
situated in the various ram g 5.64 jnches>
the highest total fall for ^g highiands of the 
recorded at a station situ lowest was 1.44 inches 
parish of St. Thomas, and highlands of the
measured at a station situated m the mg
parish of St. Joseph.

Sugar Cane. “ The very dry weather conditions 
which prevailed during the months of July and August 
have greatly retarded the growth of the sugar cane 
crop, the ratoons, especially, being very backward. 
By the end of the month many fields of cane were 
showing obvious signs of water shortage. The crop in 
general was, however, still in a condition in which it 
could respond to good weather conditions.

Peasant Crops. “ One feature of the rainfall during 
the last two months has been its very patchy distribution 
and some spots in otherwise dry areas have been more 
fortunate than others. On the whole, however, sugar 
cane planted on shallow soils in the low rainfall areas, 
notably parts of St. Philip, Christ Church, St. James and 
St. Lucy, has suffered a severe set-back during the dry 
spell. In a few cases where smallholders are known to 
have mulched heavily or incorporated organic matter 
into their soils before planting their crops have withstood 
the dry conditions more satisfactorily than their neigh­
bours’.

“ Planting of cotton has been completed and germina­
tion has been good. In a few cases cultural practices 
are up to standard, but the plants in the majority of 
gardens are too widely spaced and sufficient attention 
is not being given to weeding, thinning, spraying and 
the need for application of fertilizer.

“ A fair average of groundnuts has been planted and 
germination and stands are good. Although this crop 
has withstood the dry spell very well, yields will probably 
be lower than they were last year.

Moth Borer Control. “During the month of 
August a total of 23,968,000 egg parasites Tnchogramma 
were bred, of which 20,972,000 were made available for 
distribution to cane growers. This brings the total 
bred up to date for this year to 350,763,000 and the 
amount liberated to 306,917,000. The moth borer 
Diatraea egg deposition and parasitism counts continued 
"Id out in the entomological cane varietal 
nlntq at Codrington Experimental Station weekly. 
Checks were made of moth borer infestation differences 
in plant canes which have been treated with gamma for 
the control of yellow ant and root mealy bug.

BRITISH GUIANA
<5nr Production. Our correspondent, in a news-

- s ¡SfiSfflOS 

Rice Industry. "Reaping is in full swing and a 
Rice ma „xuected The amount of rice supplied 

bvXitish Guiana to the West Indies has increased 
-ri^rahlv of recent years, as follows (m tons) . 

wa« 92 902 1947 22 395; 1948, 15,861; 1949,
’1950 27 606- 1951,28,388; 1952,31,197;

?953 36 807 ’ For 1954 it will be about 38,000 tons, 
f ocal Smptlon of rice is about 30,000 tons a year.

" The Governor, Sir Alfred Savage, has appointed
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the following directors of the British Guiana Rice 
Development Co., the Government-Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation company formed some time ago : 
Mr. W. J. Raatgever; Mr. J. S. Durey; Mr. A. F. 
MacKenzie, Director of Agriculture; Mr. J. H. 
Alexander and Mr. M. S. Porcher, acting Development 
Secretary. His Excellency has also appointed the 
following committee to advise the company and the 
British Guiana Rice Marketing Board on prices and 
grades for rice and padi and on the marketing of rice 
and padi both at home and abroad : Mr. H. G. Seaford 
(chairman) ; Mr. T. P. Jaundoo, vice-chairman of the 
Rice Marketing Board; Mr. H. P. Bayley, general 
manager of the Rice Marketing Board; Mr. H. E. H. 
Gadd, director and general manager of the British 
Guiana Rice Development Co., and Mr. F. A. Merriman, 
chief mill manager of the company.

Cattle. “ An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in 
Brazil near the British Guiana border has made it 
necessary to quarantine the Rupununi ranching area 
and has temporarily stopped the supply of meat from 
the Rupununi.

Forestry. “ With a recently secured Colonial 
Development and Welfare grant of $73,440, it is pro­
posed to survey 700,000 acres of forest to obtain data 
necessary for the extension of logging operations.

Trade and Finance. “ Mr. J. H. Bevan Todd, 
Australian Trade Commissioner in the Caribbean, spent 
10 days in British Guiana, making a survey to gauge 
the colony’s demand for Australian goods.

“ The Government has further liberalized non-sterling 
trade by 75 per cent (of the amount of 1951 non-sterling 
trade) and $3,825,000 have been made available im­
mediately to local importers to the end of the year. 
Import licences will now be issued freely without quota 
or other restrictions.

“ At the end of September depositors’ balances in the 
Post Office Savings Bank totalled $16,301,000—an 
increase of $756,000 since December 31st last year.

“ In a total external trade of $81,487,686 for the first 
half of 1954, British Guiana achieved a favourable trade 
balance of $2,521,418.

Constitution. “ Mr. Henry Hopkinson, M.P., 
Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, paid an eight-day 
visit to the colony during which he discussed with the 
Governor the Constitution Commission’s report, the 
publication of which is eagerly awaited, and visited 
various parts of the country. Mr. Hopkinson was accom­
panied by his private secretary, Mr. W. D. Sweaney 
and by Mr. Philip Rogers, Assistant Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. At a Press conference Mr. 
Hopkinson urged the people to practise self-help and 
root out Communism.

Airways. “Mr. W. O. R. Kendall, Legislative 
Council Member for Communications and Works, 
presented a scroll of merit to Pan American World 
Airways in recognition of the air-line’s 25 years of pro­
gressive service to the colony. On September 23rd, 
1929, a P.A.A. amphibian eight-passenger Clipper 
landed for the first time in Georgetown harbour making 
Georgetown an important stop on P.A.A.’s new trans­
Caribbean route which linked the Americas. British 
Guiana was the first country on the north-east coast of 

South America to be served by Pan American.

The Army. “In a well-managed ‘ air lift ’ by 
British West Indian Airways, which took three days, 
the 1st Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland High­
landers left the colony and were replaced by the 2nd 
Battalion of the Black Watch. With them the Argylls 
took 25 of our prettiest girls whom they had married 
during their stay of nearly a year. At a farewell service 
at St. Andrew’s Kirk, in Georgetown, the Argylls’ 
Chaplain said : * I should like to place on record our 
gratitude to the people of British Guiana in general for 
their kindly welcome to the troops.’ The Legislative 
Council recorded their good wishes to the Argylls and 
their welcome to the Black Watch. The change-over 
was done so smoothly that it was hardly noticeable— 
especially as the uniform of the new troops is so like 
that of the old. About the only difference apparent 
to the layman is the red hackle on the bonnets of the 
Black Watch, instead of the badge of the Argylls. The 
accent is the same, and the cheery good humour ! The 
damsels of Georgetown, who said goodbye to the Argylls 
sadly, are perking up again.

P.P.P. “ The appeal of six Jaganites against a con­
viction for holding an illegal procession last April was 
dismissed ; they will each have to pay $100 or go to 
jail for two months. People’s Progressive Party leaders 
Mr. Fred Bowman and Mr. ‘ Rory ’ Westmaas, who had 
each been fined $150, or three months’ imprisonment, 
Mr. Bowman for possession of banned literature and 
Mr. Westmaas for contravening a restriction order, were 
arrested for non-payment of the fines. Two other 
P.P.P. devotees have each been fined $100 or two months’ 
imprisonment for possessing banned literature. Mr. 
Jai Naraine Singh, deposed P.P.P. Minister of Local 
Government and Social Welfare, has returned from his 
P.P.P. propaganda tour of South and Central America 
and has been served by the police with an order restrict­
ing him to the Georgetown area. Security police 
searched him at the airport and confiscated several 
documents, which (according to a newspaper report) 
included the manuscript of a book he was WTiting on 
British Guiana’s political crisis.

Land Settlement. “ British Guiana has received a 
grant of $112,100 to meet the capital cost of further 
land settlement development this year.

Social Welfare. “Mr. Clyde Walcott, the well- 
known cricketer, recently arrived in the colony and took 
up an appointment as cricket organizer to the British 
Guiana Sugar Producers’ Association.’’

BRITISH HONDURAS
Delegation to U.K. Our correspondent, in a letter 

from Belize dated October 25th, states : “ The Executive 
Council delegation, consisting of three People’s United 
Party members and one nominated member, is at 
present in England discussing with the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies the financial requirements 
(principally a free gift) to implement the latest develop­
ment plan, and a more advanced constitution including 
ministerial status. From the reports reaching here 
daily, the delegation, through the British Council and 
other bodies, is seeing many of the aspects, political, 
industrial, historical and cultural, of British life. The
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Governor, Mr. P. M. Renison, is also in London to 
assist at the talks with the Colonial Office.

Forestry. “ With reference to my criticism in last 
Circular of the older efforts at reafforestation, the 
opinion of Dr. Leslie Holdridge of the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Science, Costa Rica, of our 
present methods is most heartening. Dr. Holdridge, 
who had been visiting Yucatan, was pressed into a brief 
stop-over in British Honduras. In an interview by 
B.H.B.S., Dr. Holdridge stated that the methods he 
had seen here were more advanced than anything else­
where in Centra] America. He proposes to bring a team 
of American students here next year. We are part of 
the great Central American forest and the problems of 
all the countries are similar. In addition to a grant 
last year of £15,610 towards the natural regeneration of 
pine^ the Secretary of State has approved £1,300 for 
housing.

Health Centre. “ $32,400 is to be provided by 
C.D. & W. for a health centre in Belize for pre-natal, 
child welfare and veneral diseases clinics.

Weather. “ British Honduras was threatened by 
the hurricane ‘ Hilda ’ which, fortunately, had broken 
up by the time it reached our shores into a small flurry 
which did some minor damage at Stann Creek. More 
serious was the later flooding of Corozal due to a 10-incn 
downpour at night, this deluge being unable through 
lack of drainage to find an outlet to the sea from the 
savannahs at the back of the town. The water took 
many days to subside.”

DOMINICA
Imperial Preference. Our correspondent, in a 

letter from Roseau dated October 27th, writes : Mr 
J. B. Charles has returned to the colony after his futile 
visit to London where he attended the Regional 
Economic Conference on citrus (with
to limes on the part of Mr. Charles . The future of the 

citrus industry and
hme producer^may have to apply for -ubs^ 
future and he apparently will stand a better chance ot 
getting such a subsidy than a mar e reason
England The Englishman wonders what the reason 
hthe Mau-Mau and the unrest in British Guiana.

The colonial does not !
Federation. " This wasjhe topic of Mion ^th 

at a public debate held at the St. er r A meeting 
on October 6th and at the Legislative Council meeting 
held on October 19th. At the debatthe moton Be 

it resolved that in the opinion
adoption of the plan for a Bri Conference of
proposed by the London Federation Co^^ 
April, 1953 would not be m t legislative 
colony was carried. At 

the best interests of this 
■ ' Council

> carried, al - * of the elected
meeting the plan was a^°Pt® ’ . r tbe pian. 
members spoke against the a op mpm

„ • a “ The newly elected memResolutions Ca"*ep ; eeisTative Council meeting of 
bers were active at the Leg lt:nnq Among those 
October 19th in proposingresolut io^ milk .
carried were to remove the y raise tbe
to subsidize the fishing J us ry^ are financial 
pauper s allowance. However,

implications the resolutions cannot be implemented 
until the Secretary of State has given his approval.

Colonial Office Visitor. “ Mr. Dodds, who deals 
with Windward Island matters at the Colonial Office, 
has been visiting us. Due to transport difficulties he 
was able to spend an entire week in this island. He was 
kept very busy during his stay and the people are hoping 
that they will soon see the results of his very welcome 
visit to us.”

GRENADA
Governor Opens Legislature. In a letter from 

St. Andrew’s dated October 21st, our correspondent, 
Mr. E. R. Kent, states : “ On October 13th a large 
crowd assembled at York House, St. George s, to witness 
the opening of the new Legislative Council by the 
Governor of the Windward Islands, Mr. Edward Betham 
Beetham. Prior to the arrival of His Excellency, the 
Hon. F. B. Paterson (member for Carriacou) was elected 
Deputy President and the Hon. E. Gairy, the Hon. 
J. Gibbs and the Hon. R. O. Williams were elected to 
the Executive Council. Subsequently the President 
announced that His Excellency had been pleased to 
appoint the Hon. D. A. Henry to be the other unofficial 
member of this body. During the course of his address 
His Excellency appealed for a calm, reasonable and 
statesmanlike approach to the many difficult matters 
of public concern with which the new council would, 
no doubt, have to deal. He reminded the house that 
‘the eyes and ears of the British Caribbean were focused 
on Grenada. The Government—the new Legislature 
and the people must close ranks and work unitedly and 
devotedly towards securing a general recognition oi 
Grenada’s ability to carry with high dignity the proud 
position of headquarters of a united British Caribbean 
pursuing its inevitable way to Dominion status. His 
Excellency paid special tribute during his address to 
the Hon. J. B. Renwick, who had been a member of 
the council for 17 years and a member of the^Executive 
Council for 12 years, but who was not nominated to the 
new council in accordance with the Colonial Office 
pXy of not repeatedly --nominating the same persons 
to serve on the Council. He also paid tribute to Mr. 
G. H. Adams, who came to Grenada as ColonialTreasurer 
during a time when the islands treasury w 
need of reorganization. Mr. Adams, who has done a 
most creditable job, leaves the island shortly on pre- 

^TwTNerCouncillors. "On September 28th it 

” J“.pgSL
a director of Geo. r. Huggi George’sSS Ei » EES E 

Legislative Council for the new term.
„ • Wit« Carriacou. “ On the night oi
Hurricane subsequentiy

October 5th, the Haiti and North America, swept 
did so much damag , d tben swung westward, 
up the east ° “ the Grenadines.
Tn GrenadTthere was widespread damage to vegetation 
In Grenada tnere w r a lesser number of
^uTLT^^ - badly damaged, but
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there was practically no damage to housing. In 
Carriacou, however, 103 houses were completely des­
troyed and a further 130 suffered serious damage,whilst 
there were many more that suffered superficial damage 
that was quickly repaired. Five schooners were blown 
away from their moorings at nearby Petit Martinique 
and four of them were fortunate to run aground on a 
neighbouring sand-bank from which they have since 
been recovered ; the fifth missed the sand-bank and 
was blown clear across to Union and wrecked. A relief 
fund has been opened in Grenada and subscriptions are 
coming in rapidly. The loss to private householders 
has been conservatively estimated at £10,000. A week 
later Carriacou suffered further loss when the new jetty 
which was still in course of erection was swept away by 
unusually heavy ground-swells. The Acting Adminis­
trator, Mr. C. B. Gibbs, visited the island last week-end 
and inspected the damage.

Banana Shipments. “ It is feared that as a result 
of the hurricane ‘ Hazel,’ banana shipments, which 
have been steadily increasing in quantity, will decrease 
during the next few months. Meanwhile the Grenada 
Agriculturists’ Union continues to import plants as 
fast as they become available and has now imported 
over 100,000.

Poliomyelitis. “ So far there has been only one 
death from polio, but new cases continue to occur. 
Several schools have been shut and many children are 
kept away from those which remain open.”

JAMAICA
Constitutional Changes. Writing from Kingston 

on October 26th, our correspondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, 
states : On October 20th the House of Representatives 
unanimously accepted the proposals of its committee 
on the Constitution for early transfer, to two additional 
elected Ministers, of the departments of internal adminis­
tration still under the control of the Colonial Secretary 
and the Attorney General, with removal of the ex-officio 
members from the Executive Council, and appointment 
of the nominated members on the recommendation of 
the Chief Minister.

Development Plan. “ A new five-year plan 
envisaging nearly £30,000,000 expenditure, has been 
put forward by the Government. Proposed allocation 
is as follows :—

Agriculture ... ...............
Communications...
Public Health
Education
Industrial and Trade Development
Research ...
Miscellaneous

Deduct recoverable amounts ...

Add unallocated amount

13,204,200
7,130,000 
4,905,744
2,333,000 
1,000,000

195,636
2,692,000

31,460,580
2,590,500

28,870,080
1,000,000

29,870,080

” The P^n has been drawn up largely on thTb^is of 
tiie report of the mission sent to Jamaica in 1952 by the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develon- 
ment. R

Hurricane Damage. “ The hurricane which struck 
Haiti appeared for some days likely to hit Jamaica, and 
actually passed within 100 miles of its eastern extremity. 
High winds did some damage to bananas, and many 
claims have been made on the Banana Insurance Board, 
which has lately increased compensation rate per acre 
of damage from £15 to £20. The House of Representa­
tives voted £10,000 to aid Haiti.

Air Services. “ An internal air service linking the 
capital with Montego Bay, Mandeville, Savanna-]a-Mar, 
Morant Bay, Port Antonio, and Ocho Rios is planned 
by a local concern called Jamaica Airways, Ltd., which 
has applied to the Air Transport Licensing Authority 
for permission to operate the service.

Electricity Services. “ The Industrial Develop­
ment Corporation called a conference on September 
30th, at which the Jamaica Manufacturers’ Association, 
the Jamaica Imperial Association, and the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce were represented, to discuss the 
change-over of electrical frequency from 40 cycles to 
50 cycles. As a result of the conference, the I.D.C. 
communicated with the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
requesting that the Government should allocate 
immediately £10,000 for a survey of change-over costs, 
that the Ministry should ask the Jamaica Public Service 
Co., for a statement of its conversion costs, and that 
steps should be taken to decide on the method of 
financing the change-over and the legislation needed to 
carry out the financing.

Defence Board. “ The Exchange Control Law, 
passed this month, transfers to a statutory body the 
powers hitherto exercised by the Defence (Finance) 
Board under the Defence Regulations.

Rice Development. “ A new variety of rice tested 
by the Department of Agriculture is said to have yielded 
over three tons of paddy to the acre under experimental 
conditions.

Poliomyelitis. “ The annual agricultural show at 
brome m Westmoreland, planned for November 20th, 
will not take place on account of polio, but will probably 
be held early in 1955. Actually, the polio outbreak 
appears to be at an end, but the effect of a large con­
course of people spreading it was feared.

Columbus Day. “The Minister of Education, Mr. 
Allen, planted a mahogany tree in the George VI 
Memorial Park on October 12th as part of the first 
celebration of Columbus Day in Jamaica. The celebra­
tion was organized by the Jamaica Historical Society, 
and speakers included Mr. W. Adolphe Roberts, the 
chairman, on behalf of the society, the Minister, the 
Dominican Consul-General, and the U.S. Vice-Consul. 
Columbus Day is the anniversary of Columbus’s first 
landfall in the New World.

Emigration to U.K. “ Emigrants to the United 
mgdom are being asked to answer certain questions 

Y .a ^ani from the Central Bureau of Statistics with 
1(E t^e Institute of Social and Economic Research at 

Tlf University College of the West Indies is collaborating.
e object of the questions is to discover the occupations 

ot emigrants, the work they hope to find in Britain, 
behind, and the arrangements, if any, 

which they have made to be met in England.”
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
The Imperial College. Writing from Port-of-Spain 

on October 30th, our correspondent states : “ The annual 
church service to commemorate the opening of the 
academic year at the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture was held on October 17th at the church of 
the Good Shepherd, Tunapuna. The Governor, Sir 
Hubert Rance, and the Principal of the College, Dr. 
G. A. C. Herklots, read the lessons, the sermon was 
delivered by the Bishop of Trinidad, and other clergy 
took part. The church was filled to capacity with 
members of the staff, students of the college, and a large 
number of prominent persons who have the well-being 
of the college at heart. The service was followed by a 
very pleasant pre-lunch party at the Principal’s house 
in the college grounds at which most of the persons who 
attended the service were present.

1955 Budget Proposals. “ The Financial Secretary 
has introduced into the Legislative Council the budget 
for the year 1955, which totals not less than $95,609,316. 
1955 revenue is estimated at $20,000,000 below this 
figure and the balance is to be found from surplus 
balances, loan funds and Colonial Development and 
Welfare grants. This budget, which is one of the biggest 
ever to be presented in any British Caribbean colony, 
includes a welcome reduction in income tax and 
introduces an earned income allowance for a wife. It 
includes duty-free petrol for fishermen, bigger grants for 
county, municipal and borough councils, and provides 
for substantially increased expenditure on agriculture, 
health, water, housing and communications, as well as 
making provision for substantial increases in ciy“ 
service salaries as a result of the investigations made by 
Sir Edward Ritson.

Citrus. “ Trinidad’s crop of citrus fruit this season 
has dropped to a little more than half of last years 
output, 421,000 crates having been produced against 
754,000 in 1953 [see page 310]. Although, with the 
short crop, overhead expenses were higher prices. ob­
tained for the fruit were better this year and the Citrus 
Growers’ Association were able to pay growers a highe 
price for their packed fruit.

Poliomyelitis. " It is good to be able to reP°r“hat 
the outbreak of poliomyelitis seems definitely to be an 
the wane and during the last week only one. new case 
has been reported. Up to the middle of this month 

there had been 171 cases.
New Government Offices. “

recently acquired, for use as offices the= 53’ 
Venetian styled building m Mara;™L*™^XjL 
the western portion of the Savanna , mmOrlated the 
and which has for some yearsRegional and Central Libraries and the Bntish= CmmcU 

A few residents of the buildingfor Govern-
protestmg against the use of lowerSthe amenities
ment offices as they feel that y Government 
of the district. It is understood that the ^vernment 
has paid $123,000 for the prop V- building near 
has also made plans to erect a Amenities are to 
to the Treasury for housing staff • "it ors
include a roof terrace, a luncheon room ana

. “ Tlip service which the Eastern
Farm Institute. The se , for agricultural

Caribbean Farm Institute has p 

students since its inception several months ago has 
proved to be so attractive to the contributing Govern­
ments that a 50 per cent increase in accommodation is 
to be effected. The institute will then be able to provide 
facilities for 60 students instead of the present 40. One 
reason for the increase in the establishment is to fill the 
demand and another is that it will be more economical 
to arrange a staff to handle 60 students. To enable 
this to be done, another wing will have to be added to 
the dormitory block, but all other accommodation will 
be adequate.

Conference on Small Scale Farming. “ A con­
ference attended by representatives of all the Caribbean 
Commission countries has recently been held in Trinidad 
to examine the problem of education in small scale 
farming. The conference was opened by the Governor, 
who believed that the conference would prove very 
valuable in formulating the policy for improving small 
scale farming which had become increasingly necessary 
in the face of the alarming population increases in this 
area. The conference broke up into working parties 
for the detailed examination of the problem.

Death Rate. “ The official Government statistics 
reveal that there has of recent years been a steady and 
substantial decline in the death rate which is now little 
more than 10 per thousand. In 1900 the death rate 
was 24 per thousand, in 1920, 21.6 and in the ’forties 
about 12. These statistics compare very favourably 
with neighbouring territories.

Rum Versus Beer. “ It is now reported that rum, 
the traditional Trinidad drink, is losing its pride of 
place to beer ! Since 1947 the consumption of beer and 
stout is said to have almost doubled, although it is 
difficult to believe that the Trinidadian will for long 
lose his taste for rum.

Trinidad Trade Fair. “The Annual Trade Fair 
has just been held with an all-time record attendance 
of 120,000 visitors for the seventeen days of the fair. 
It has proved so successful that several applications for 
booth space for the 1955 Fair have already been made.

“Operation Transfer.” “ British West Indian 
Airways has just completed the biggest airlift that it 
has ever undertaken when it transported the officers 
and men of the Black Watch from Trinidad to British 
Guiana and the officers and men of the Argyll and Suther­
land Highlanders from British Guiana to Trinidad on 
the former regiment relieving the latter for duty in 
British Guiana. The operation took four days and 
33 round trips were made by the aeroplanes. The 
organization and skill with which the airlift was carried 
out has been described as ' magnificent by the officers 
of both regiments. The Army Transport Mwara 
sailed for home on October 19th with the Highlanders 
Ind their wives and families, which included 25 Guianese- 
born wives who had married their soldier husbands 
during the regiment’s stay in British Guiana.

Skinner Park Sports Pavilion. “ A new pavihon 
on the Skinner Park, San Fernando, erected at a cost of 
$95 000 has recently been opened and the many 
thousands of people who witnessed the opting enjoyed 
a varied programme of festival sports to mark the 

occasion. _ ,
A Farewell. " Mr. A. W. Baddeley, who has been
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the Eastern Caribbean representative for the Harrison 
Line based in Trinidad for more than thirty years, has 
just left us with Mrs. Baddeley on transfer to the United 
Kingdom. During his tour here Mr. Baddeley has 
served on many public and other bodies in Trinidad. 
He was the first president of the Trinidad Shipping 
Association, a member of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Tourist Board, a member of the Port Advisory Board 
as well as the Trinidad and Tobago West Indian Sea­
men’s Relief Fund. The Baddeleys’ many friends in 
Trinidad will wish them a happy sojourn in the United 
Kingdom.”

British Cotton for Men

Exhibition by Cotton Board
Throughout the year the Colour, Design and Style 

Centre of the Cotton Board acts in the United 
Kingdom as a mirror of the latest developments in 
colour, design and style of cotton fabrics. About eight 
exhibitions per year are held. The 75th exhibition, 
which took place at the Cotton Board’s Centre in 
Manchester from October 5th to 30th, was the first 
to be exclusively concerned to offer new ideas and new 
styles for men in British cottons. Both fabrics and 
garments of leading tailors and wholesale manufacturers 
were included.

The Cotton Board state that it is largely from the 
suggestions of well dressed customers that Britain’s 
tailors, who lead the world, develop their new themes. 
Both the makers of the garments and the producers of 
fabrics need to anticipate the fresh demands which their 
customers may make upon them. This latest exhibition 
included both suggestions by the cotton industry for 
new fabrics, and ideas for using these and more con­
ventional cottons, by leading tailors, shirtmakers and 
wholesale manufacturers. It is hoped that amongst 
these fresh thoughts many will be found which will help 
to extend cotton s future in the men’s wear market.

The exhibition was divided loosely into a number of 
groups : Cotton on the beach ; A return to elegance • 
Warm weather townwear; Cotton at night; Cotton in 
the open ; Worthy of the finest craftsmanship. Par­
ticular attention was given to the demands of the export 
market. 1

As could be expected in an exhibition of this kind, 
Sea Island cotton figured prominently, particularly in 
the field of woven pyjama and shirting materials. 
Examples included Sea Island cotton voile with shrink 

anod Sea Island cotton poplin, shrunk, by 
Ashton Bros. & Co., Ltd. ; Sea Island cotton poplin 
pophn shirting and poplin pyjama cloth by Barlow & 
Jones, Ltd. ; plain white Sea Island cotton poplin by 
Horrockses Crewdson & Co., Ltd. ; and plain grey Sea 
(Wiiton)°Ltdn P°plln Rlgmel shrunk by Wm. Thomson

• °f the exhibition was the lack of variety
m the exhibits of Sea Island cotton products, which 
might also have included cotton gaberdine, socks, hand­
kerchiefs, knitted underwear, and even perhaps a Sea 
Island cotton tent. H^uaps a bea

British Caribbean Citrus

The October issue of Fruit Intelligence gives the follow­
ing particulars of citrus production in the British 

Caribbean for the 1953-54 season.
Jamaica.—A report from the Citrus Growers’ 

Association in Jamaica states that a total of 829,000 
boxes of citrus fruit was handled during the 1953-54 
crop year, consisting of 409,000 boxes of oranges, 
265,000 boxes of Marsh and Duncan grapefruit, 124,000 
boxes of sweet seeded grapefruit, 19,000 boxes of bitter 
oranges and 12,000 boxes of ortaniques. Exports 
totalled 116,000 boxes (sweet oranges 64,000 boxes, 
Marsh and Duncan grapefruit 46,000 boxes, ortaniques 
6,000 boxes). A total of 704,000 boxes was processed; 
this total included the whole of the bitter oranges and 
sweet seeded grapefruit handled, together with 341,000 
boxes of oranges, 215,000 boxes of Marsh and Duncan 
grapefruit and 6,000 boxes of ortaniques. Export 
rejections sold on the local market and wastage, etc., 
amounted to about 9,000 boxes.

The above total of fruit handled was 139,000 boxes 
fewer than in the 1952-53 season ; for this reduction 
sweet oranges were chiefly responsible, the marketings 
through the association of 409,000 boxes being 122,000 
boxes less than in the previous season. The association 
reports that a large number of old uncultivated trees 
are producing much less fruit than formerly, and the 
new bearing from recently planted trees is, therefore, 
doing no more than stabilising production ; at the same 
time local consumption is increasing. It is anticipated, 
nevertheless, that sweet orange production will reach 
800,000 boxes by 1955-56 when the 1950-52 plantings 
come into full bearing. Of the total citrus exports in 
1953-54, New Zealand took 89,000 boxes (63,000 sweet 
oranges, 20,000 Marsh grapefruit, 6,000 ortaniques); 
only 26,000 boxes of Marsh grapefruit were marketed in 
the United Kingdom. It has been announced that New 
Zealand will purchase 80,000 boxes of oranges, 22,500 
boxes of grapefruit and 6,000 boxes of ortaniques in the 
1954-55 season.

Dominica. The Department of Agriculture reports 
that the present potential level of production is estimated 
at 55-60,000 boxes of grapefruit and 20-25,000 boxes of 
oranges ; lemon production is negligible. There will be 
no ;?ca4 Processing outlet in the present year owing to 
the destruction by fire of the cannery, which last season 

output °f 230 tons of canned citrus fruit and 
44,000 gallons of citrus juices.

British Honduras.—The Citrus Company of British 
+K°ni7^ r Rtd‘ states tbat production of citrus fruit in

1 X^4 season amounted to 11,145 tons of grapefruit 
(259,600 boxes) and 964 tons of oranges (24,000 boxes), 

rospects for 1954-55 are that the grapefruit harvest will 
e one-fifth smaller but that a further increase is likely 

m oranges as more trees come into bearing.
rinidad and Tobago.—The Co-operative Citrus 

Growers Association of Trinidad and Tobago reports 
bat ri421 ’000 crates of citrus fruit handled in the 

^^53-54 season (361,000 crates of grapefruit, 60,000 
crates of oranges), some 84,000 crates were graded and 
packed as fresh fruit and the remainder converted into 
juice. The total handlings were 333,000 boxes fewer 
than m 1952-53.
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Colonial Immigrants into U.K.

Questions in the Commons
Ilf any questions have been asked in the House of 

Commons recently with regard to the large number 
of immigrants arriving in the United Kingdom from 
Colonial Territories. Some of these questions, together 
with their answers, appear below :—

Mr. Steward asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, on October 20th, if Her Majesty’s Government 
were in a position to state the rate at which immigrants 
from East and West Africa, Aden, Malaya and the West 
Indies had arrived in search of work in the United 
Kingdom during the present year, compared with the 
rate of immigration in the years 1946 to 1953 ; and 
whether he would discuss with the colonial governments 
concerned a system of planned immigration.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : “lam informed by my right hon- 
Friend the Home Secretary that he has no power to 
require British subjects arriving in the United Kingdom 
to furnish the information which would be necessary to 
answer the first part of the question, and I regret that 
it is only in respect of the West Indies that a limited 
comparison can be made on the basis of information 
furnished to me by colonial governments. This suggests 
that from 1951 to 1953 migrants were leaving the West 
Indies for the United Kingdom at the rate of about 
2 000 a year, but that some 6,000 have set out during 
the first nine months of this year. As regards the second 
part of the question, I do not think that it would be 
appropriate, at any rate at this stage, to sugges o 

colonial governments that they should introduce legis­
lation to restrict emigration.”

On the same day Lieut.-Colonel Lipton asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he would propose 
to the Ministers concerned that a conference be called 
of representatives of local authorities in areas where 
there were considerable populations of immigrants from 
colonial and Commonwealth countries, with a view to 
consideration of problems of accommodation, employ­
ment, and social welfare.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : “ While I am anxious to be as 
helpful as possible to local authorities where there are 
considerable populations of colonial emigrants, I do not 
consider it advisable for Government to convene a con­
ference. Should the authorities themselves feel the 
need for consulting Government departments about their 
problems I would willingly arrange for my department 
to join in discussions.”

On October 25th, Mr. Peake, Minister of Pensions 
and National Insurance, was asked by Mr. Remnant 
what conditions had to be fulfilled by immigrants to 
this country before they could draw national assistance 
benefit.

Mr. Peake : “ Before he can receive assistance, an 
immigrant must satisfy the same conditions as any other 
person. He must show he is in need by the standards 
laid down by Parliament, and, if he is capable of work, 
that he is registered for employment.

Mr. Remnant : “ Does my right hon. Friend consider 
it fair to those in this country who contribute to the 
moneys provided that a penniless person should come 
into the country and immediately be able to draw 
national assistance benefit within a matter of days .

Mr Peake: “I must refer my hon. Friend 
to my right hon. and gallant Friend the Home 
Secretary if he wants to put down a question 
regarding immigration.”

Sugar in Derby Procession

Celebrations were held in Derby recently to 
mark the granting of its charter 800 years ago

As part of the celebrations there was a Mayor s 
procession which included many ingenious floats 
and decorated lorries demonstrating the various 
industries to be found m the Derby

The sugar industry was represented m tiie 
procession, George Fletcher & Co. Ltd. being 
responsible for the exhibit, which showed sugar 
minufacture from the cane to the bag.

We are indebted to the Derby Evening 
Telegraph for the photograph alongside.

Bananas in St. Lucia

Production of bananas by peasant ^ers m 
St. Lucia has so increased that the St. Lucia 
Banana Growers’ Association has found it 
necessary to establish six new buying areas with 
seventeen road buying points. This ^creased 
service to growers is expected to result in the 
export of a greater number of bananas to the 
United Kingdom.
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West Indies at Westminster
Federation. Sir R. Robinson asked the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies what further progress had been made towards 
West Indian federation.

In his written answer of October 27th, Mr. Lennox-Boyd 
stated that so far the federal plan agreed by the conference on 
West Indian Federation in London last year had been accepted 
by the Legislatures of Grenada, Jamaica, St. Lucia and St. 
Vincent and by the Barbados House of Assembly.

Sedition Laws. Mr. E. L. Mallalieu asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he was aware of the differences between 
the sedition laws in the United Kingdom and those in the 
colonies ; and whether he would take steps to bring the latter 
into conformity with those of the United Kingdom

Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated in a written answer of October 20th 
that he was aware that there were some differences. He saw 
no need to invite colonial governments to amend their legislation, 
but if Mr. Mallalieu would let him know the particular points he 
had in mind he would consider them.

Barbados Population. Mr. T. Reid asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what steps had been recommended by the 
special committee set up in Barbados to deal with the over­
population of the island, which was about 1,300 to the square 
mile.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated in a written answer of October 27th 
that the joint committee of the Legislature had recommended 
the improvement of the economy of the island, the encourage­
ment of emigration, and the institution by Government of family 
planning clinics.

Cost of Living. Lieut.-Colonel Lipton asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the average earnings, the proportion 
of unemployed, and the cost-of-living figures in Jamaica and 
other West Indian colonies two years ago and at the last available 
date.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd, in a written answer of October 25th, stated 
that records of earnings in the West Indian colonies were not 
complete enough for him to obtain for Lieut.-Colonel Lipton 
figures of average earnings in the several territories, nor in the 
absence of unemployment registration could he give him the 
proportion of unemployed, which in any case in most places 
varied greatly at different seasons of the year.

F°r cost-of-living figures he said he would refer him to the 
Digest of Colonial Statistics.

askedBritish Guiana Government. Sir Thomas Moore asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he would make a 
report on the success, or otherwise, of the nominated govern­
ment now administering the affairs of British Guiana; and 
when a return to elected government might be contemplated

I? answer of October 20th, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated
that the interim Government had devoted its energies mainly 
to drawing up and putting into operation the two-year develop­
ment plan, estimated to cost ¿9,000,000. More than 40 projects 
were under way and particular emphasis was being given to 
the provision of housing for the poorer people and to large 
scale drainage and irrigation and land settlement schemes

As for the second part of the question, he would ask Sir 
Thomas to await the decision of Her Majesty’s government on 
the report of the Constitutional Commission which he hoped 
to make when the report was published shortly. r

Japanese Entry into G.A.T.T. Dr. Stress asked 
President of the Board of Trade on October 28th what was 
his policy with regard to the entry of Japan as a full member 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
nJ? reply. Mr3 Thorneycr°ft said : “ This question was among 
those discussed recently with Commonwealth officials at the 
London conference. I have also had some talks with the 

°n thiS subJect- Our eventual decision 
d uPoawhether an acceptable basis can be found 

to <ma ble us and other countries to undertake relationships within 
5 G.A.T.T. towards Japan without any violent disturbance 
of existing trade patterns or the development of disruptivTo? 
unfair Japanese competition.” uisrupnve or

: “ Is the President aware that the 
attitude of the workers engaged in the pottery industry in 
Staffordshire is that this problem would be more easily Sved 

if they had an assurance that the standard of life of the Japanese 
workers was beginning to approximate to that of workers in 
Britain, and that there is nothing they would like to see better 
than that ? ”

Mr. Thorneycroft replied : ‘‘I am always bearing in mind all 
these considerations.”

Doctors in the Colonies. Mr. Yates asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies the proportion of doctors to the population 
in the colonies and protectorates as a whole, and, secondly, in 
each Colony and Protectorate.

In a written answer of October 20th, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 
that the total number of doctors, including those who did not 
hold fully registrable qualifications but were licensed to practise, 
was approximately 6,000. That represented an average of 
12,500 people for each practitioner for the colonial territories 
as a whole.

[Mr. Lennox-Boyd’s answer was accompanied by a table 
from which the following figures regarding the West Indian 
colonies áre extracted :—]

Number of
Colony people to each

practitioner
Barbados ... ... ... ... ... 2,900
British Guiana ... ... ... ... 3,140
British Honduras ... ... ... ... 4,000
Jamaica (including dependencies) ... 3,800
Leeward Islands :

Antigua ..................................... 3,700
Montserrat ... ... ... ... 3,400
St. Kitts-Nevis ... ... ... ... 3,400
Virgin Islands ... ... ... ... 4,600

Trinidad and Tobago ... ... ... 2,900
Windward Islands :

Dominica ..............   7,000
Grenada ... ... ... ... 5,400
St. Lucia ..................................... 10,200
St. Vincent ..................................... 6,500

West Indian Freight Rates

Increase Next February
A notice to shippers issued at the end of October by 

the Association of West India Trans-Atlantic Steam 
Ship Lines states that owing to substantially increased 
operating costs it has been found necessary to increase 
outward rates of freight from the United Kingdom, 
the Continent and Scandinavia to Trinidad, Barbados, 
the Windward and Leeward Islands and to British 
Guiana and Surinam.

The revised rates of freight will come into operation 
by vessels scheduled to leave their loading port on and 

February 1st, 1955. Details of the revised rates 
oi freight may be obtained by application to the follow­
ing members of the Association or their agents :—

Booker Line, Ltd.
Compagnie Générale Transatlantique.
Det Ostasiatiske Kompagni.
Hamburg-Amerika Linie.
Thos. & Jas Harrison Ltd.
Horn-Linie.
Koninklij ke Nederlandsche Stoomboot-Maatschappij. 
Royal Mail Lines, Ltd.

whi?b f^bscription for Membership of the West India Committee, 
and r^Wable on electlon, is ¿1 10s. per annum for individuals 
X t i ’ 1 * £rms’- e-tc- In the case of individuals elected on or 
19?% S initlal subscription is 15s. and in that of firms 
* izs. subscriptions are renewable on January 1st.
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Company Reports and Meetings

Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.
T’he company announces that it has made a substantial invest­

ment in the Motor Car Supply Co. of Canada Ltd.—the 
pioneer wholesale house of Alberta in the field of motor car 
spares and accessories.

The Motor Car Supply Co. of Canada, which has a Dominion 
Charter, was founded in Alberta in 1912 and now distributes, 
in addition to motor car supplies, electric household appliances 
and sporting goods through warehouses in 11 points in Alberta 
and two points in British Columbia ; it also operates a modern 
motor car engine rebuilding plant in Calgary.

The executive management of the company under the leader­
ship of Mr. L. A. Cavanaugh, founder and president, remains 
unchanged.

Ste. Madeleine Sugar Co. Ltd.
In their report for the year ended June 30th, the directors 

state that the profit was ¿325,792, which, added to the balance 
brought forward from last year of ¿72,684, makes a total of 
£398,476. From this is deducted ¿171,500 for provision for 
taxation, and ¿95,876 for transfer to general reserve. Out of 
the remainder of ¿131,100, the directors recommend the payment 
of a dividend of 9 per cent, free of income tax, which will absorb 
¿62,963, leaving ¿68,137 to be carried forward.

Sugar production amounted to 65,601 tons. Of this total the 
Ste. Madeleine factory produced 54,928 tons, the balance of 
10,673 tons having been manufactured at the Reform factory.

The Sugar exported was 57,059 tons of which 45,863 tons were 
sold to the Ministry of Food at the negotiated price equivalent 
to an f.o.b. price of ¿40 0s. Od. per ton, including special funds 
of ¿2 15s. Od. per ton. The balance, 11,196 tons, was sold at an 
average price, including special funds, of ¿31 2s. Od. per ton f.o.b.

The directors enclose with the report a circular letter to 
stockholders stating that resolutions are to be proposed at the 
conclusion of the forthcoming annual general meeting to increase 
the issued capital. The board will recommend that the au­
thorised capital be increased to ¿800,000 and that the amount 
of capital then unissued, i.e. ¿100,415, in shares of ¿1 each, be 
offered to stockholders for subscription in cash. .

In the course of his annual statement whlch accompanies the 
report and accounts, the chairman, Mr. J. M. du Brisson, 
states • “As will be seen from the accounts, we have had 
avSy profitable year. In the first place we had ideal crop 
weather,P perhaps the most important factor, asj climatic con­
ditions, over which we have no control, play such a big pait 
in the vear’s results Even this advantage could not hav e been 
Suv were it not for the whole-hearted co-operation
of all concerned in the reaping of the crop ina* ^is^I
and in the shortest possible time. As an instance of t^ 
would mention that in the last week of cr p, over 3 000
expect some falling off in cane dehvenes, we made over 3 000 
tons of sugar at Ste. Madeleine factory, i.e. within a few nunarea 
tons of th! weekly figure at the height of the crop period

" Good cultivation of the cane planted m l 952 resulted in^a

have held several meetings which h . the agreement
being reduced to the fullest extent P th worid market
in an effort to keep the price o raw sugar “ ^“Xle, this

- the market until

they are reduced. cited Trinidad during the
“ Mr. Cross and Mr. . ome time there during

year, and Mr. Moody ? indies. They have all re-
his usual annual visit to the JW • on tlie good work
ported very favourably to tlw the general support and
of Mr. Johnson and his staff, but on the gen^ good.
co-operation afforded by all pers rAmoanv’s organization. I 
will which exists throughout ^he comp ny §nson and his 
must express once again our a k* whjch has produCed 
staff, and our appreciation of tne g
such a fine result.”

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd.
Tn their report for the year ended July 31st, the directors state 

that the profit amounted to ¿773,411, which added to the 
balance brought forward from last year of ¿200,879 makes a 
total of ¿974,290. After deducting the dividend paid on the 
5| per cent preference capital (net) amounting to ¿21,175, the 
interim dividend of 3f per cent tax free on the ordinary capital 
amounting to ¿37,500, provision for profits tax to July 31st of 
¿101,600 and ¿357,000 for future taxation and contingencies, 
the balance available amounts to ¿457,015.

From this, ¿7,000 has been transferred to preference capital 
redemption account, ¿75,000 to general reserve and ¿10,000 to 
provision for supplementary pensions. The directors recommend 
the payment of a final dividend on the ordinary capital of 16 J 
per cent tax free, making 20 per cent for the year, which will 
absorb ¿162,500, leaving ¿202,515 to be carried forward.

The total output of crude oil, state the directors, amounted to 
3,319,941 barrels as compared with 3,424,409 barrels in the 
preceding year. Sales of crude oil during the year amounted to 
3,284,005 barrels.

The average realization received for deliveries of crude oil was 
the highest in the history of the company.

Five heavy drilling rigs were in operation throughout the year 
as compared with six during the first seven months of the previous 
year and five thereafter. In spite of this reduction in the 
average number of drilling rigs employed 56 new wells were 
completed and a total footage of 215,113 ft. was drilled during 
the year as compared with 44 new wells and a footage of 
191,904 ft. the previous year. These figures indicate the steady 
increase in drilling efficiency which has been achieved by the 
adaptation of the most modern technical methods to conditions 
peculiar to Trinidad.

Seismic surveys were carried out during the year over tne 
leases at Moruga, Erin, Lizard Springs and Esmeralda, and 
these have given valuable information on sub-surface conditions 
in these areas. . , , .,

The area on the mainland over which the company held oil 
rights at July 31st was 73,789 acres as compared with 74,853 
acres at the end of the previous year. Certain mining leases 
were surrendered during the year as a result of information 
obtained from drilling tests. . ,

Relations with labour continued to be satisfactory throughout 
the year.

B.W.I. Sugar Production

The following particulars of production and local 
consumption of sugar in the sugar-producing territories 
which are members of the British West Indies Sugar 
Association summarizes the latest information received 
by the West India Committee :—

Crop Results and Forecasts
(long tons of sugar) 

Local and 
Neighbouring 
ConsumptionProduction

1952
34,254 

167,875 
242,692 
265,871

50,613
9,203 

137,358

1953
32,117 

160,751 
240,176 
330,237

51,579
10,392

152,618

1954
12,504 

178,960 
246,000f 
363,303j

49,922
8,771

172,767

1953
2,780 

12,645 
16,390 
49,020
3,619
1,668 

23,060

Estimate 
1954
1,456

13,333
16,600 
40,000
4,688
1,550 

23,025

907,866 977,870 1,032,227t 109,182 100,652

3,365 3,548 3,852 — 2,000

Antigua 
Barbados* ... 
British Guiana 
Jamaica 
St. Kitts ... 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad

St. Vincent...

* Production and export figures include Fancy 
f British Guiana 1954 production estimated, 
j 4,000 tons shipped in 1»W.

¿„y individual member of the West India Committee 
is eligible for Life Membership on compoundinghisor 
her annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s,
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Colonial Appointments West Indian Passenger List

"Decent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following :—-

Bourne, C. D. (Inspector of Police, Barbados), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, St. Lucia, Windward Islands.

Carrington, V. I. De L. (Inspector (Death Duties), Income 
Tax and Death Duties Department, Barbados), Police Magis­
trate, Barbados.

Cooper, St. G. C. (Agricultural Superintendent, Dominica), 
Senior Agricultural Officer, Trinidad.

Corcos, M. G., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Medical Officer, Nigeria), 
Medical Superintendent, Chacachacare Leprosarium, Trinidad.

Ellington, A. C. (Senior Scientific Officer, Government 
Chemists’ Department, Jamaica), Assistant Government Chemist, 
Government Chemists’ Department, Jamaica.

Firth, J. R. (Architect, Public Works Department, Hong 
Kong), Chief Architect, Works and Hydraulics Department, 
Trinidad.

Ho-Yen, J. E. (Senior Assistant Government Analyst, British 
Guiana), Government Analyst, British Guiana.

McLaren, L. E., M.R.C.V.S. (Veterinary Officer, Jamaica), 
Senior Veterinary Officer, Jamaica.

Minett, E. P. (District Engineer, Public Works Department, 
British Guiana), Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, 
British Guiana.

Ram ph al, J. I. (Deputy Commissioner of Labour, British 
Guiana), Commissioner of Labour, British Guiana.

Semper, D. H. (Resident Magistrate, Jamaica), Puisne Judge, 
Jamaica.

Spence, J. A. (Plant Pathologist, British Guiana), Plant 
Pathologist, Trinidad.

Williams, F. M. W., M.B., B.S. (Government Medical Officer, 
British Guiana), Physician, Medical Department, British Guiana.

New Appointments
Campbell, L. G., Agricultural Engineer, Trinidad.
Cannon, R. T., Geologist, British Guiana.
Cummins, G. T. M., M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.O.G., Medical Officer 

(Grade B) (Institutions), Trinidad.
Dujardin, R. A., Geologist, British Guiana.
Flanders, N. C., Architect, Housing and Planning Depart­

ment, British Guiana.
Holmes, J. A., Deputy Principal and Chief Technical Instruc­

tor, Technical Institute, Barbados.
Price, D. G., Geologist, British Guiana.
Urwin, E. K., Science Teacher, British Honduras.

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in 

S. Armitage), Liverpool, October 5th. 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Mr. W. P. Heard
Mr. J. F. Bates Mrs. D. Leu
Rev. Fr. F. Edgecombe Mr. & Mrs. W. Mailer

s.s. Amakura (Captain

Mr. F. C. Mennie
Miss A. Rodrigues
Mr. D. A. Wilkie

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S. Armi­
tage), Liverpool, October 15th :—
Mr. D. Bleackley 
Miss P. C. Chapman 
Mr. J. C. Chappell 
Mr. H. T. Callaby

Mr. L. M. Dawson 
Mrs. B. M. Edmeades 
Mrs. J. M. Flanders 
Mr. M. C. Hemery

Mr. & Mrs. J. Jaikaran
Mr. G. Parker
Miss S. C. Selman

Booth Line
Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad, in 

(Captain J. Whayman), Liverpool, October
Miss J. Adams 
Lady Arundell 
Dr. & Mrs. O. F. Atkey 
Miss A. M. Bourne
Mr. & Mrs. C. Braithwaite 
Miss P. A. Braithwaite 
Mr. W. K. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Craig 
Miss C. Creteau
Mr. H. W. de Freitas
Mr. W. F. Dore
Rev. Brother W. Dunlea 
Mrs. M. Galton

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Gilbert 
Mr. S. L. Greaves
Mr. & Mrs. A. N. Holmes
Miss J. L. Holmes 
Mrs. B. M. Howell 
Miss M. J. Kellman 
Mr. H. O. Khan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. F. Lamb
Miss M. R. Lamb
Mr. & Mrs. H. Leacock 
Miss M. O. Leon
Miss G. R. Leon

R.M.S. Hildebrand 
15th
Mrs. C. M. Locke 
Mrs. D. P. McCollum 
Miss M. McKenzie 
Rev. Brother P.

O’Donovan 
Mrs. F. M. Pile 
Mrs. M. Quinn 
Mr. M. G. Rahman 
Mr. A. Moir Reid
Mr. & Mrs. G. Smooker 
Mr. M. Tawil 
Miss J. C. Williams

Saguenay Terminals
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Sunamelia (Captain 

Chr. Ellebaek), Liverpool, October 5th :—•
Miss Bocquet Miss Mathew Miss V. G. Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Boon Mr. E. F. Richardson Mr. & Mrs. Sankey
Mr. & Mr. Henderson

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Elin 
F. Ditlefsen), Rotterdam, October 26th :— 
Mrs. C. M. Armstrong Mr. T. De Miranda Mr.
Mr. E. S. Carter Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Finch Mr.

Haven (Captain

& Mrs. B. E. Josa
& Mrs. F. Senior

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Oranjestad, 

Plymouth, September 20th :—
Mrs. F. Blackburn 
Mr. P. Caracciolo 
Mr. P. J. David 
Mr. M. David

Mr. L. R. Macaulay 
Mrs. M. Pyett 
Mrs. M. C. Smith

Mr. F. D. Stanley 
Mrs. M. A. Watson 
Miss B. J. Watson

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in
J. T. Menage), Plymouth, October 9th :—

Trinidad Oil Industry

Mr. & Mrs. G. Ballantyne
Mr. H. P. Barr
Mrs. M. O. Bascom
Mr. W. A. Buchanan
Miss P. E. Buchanan
Mr. I. Callender

Mr. B. E. Irving
Miss B. C. Irving 
Mrs. A. M. Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Kranenburg 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Moses

French Line

s.s. Cottica (Captain

Mr. & Mrs M. Rahaman
Mr. R. H. Slade
Mrs. E. M. Stanton
Miss R. B. Welsh
Miss N. Williams

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
September production of crude oil and casing-head 
gasoline amounted to 252,434 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Production 
for four weeks ended September 27th was 452,828 
barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for September was 280,652 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of Sep­
tember crude oil production, from own fields only, 
amounted to 549,204 barrels.

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain R. Le 
Berre), Southampton, September 23rd :—

FOR SALE
Dominica, Windward Islands. A large valuable property 

with mountain view, well situated in the Town of Roseau. 
Residence of late Sir Henry Alford Nicholls. Built mainly of 
reinforced concrete. Six bedrooms, two reception rooms, 
dining-room and two cool verandahs ; outhouses and garage’ 
Lawn suitable for tennis court, tropical garden. Adaptable 
for use as private hotel. Write to Miss Nicholls, Kingsland 
House, Dominica, B.W.I.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Agard 
Mrs. J. Anderton 
Miss E. Aprile 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Aqui 
Miss J. Bain 
Mrs. D. Belfield 
Mr. G. Boon 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Bull 
Mr. H. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Campbell 
Major & Mrs. G. Carr 
Mrs. E. Chin 
Dr. & Mrs. L. Chubb 
Mr. G. Codrington 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Colsell 
Miss S. Colson 
Miss E. Cottrell 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Cummings 
Mrs. W. Dale 
Mr. & Mrs. J. de Castro 
Mrs. M. de Verteuil 
Miss D. Fernandes 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Field 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Fincham 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Gibbons 
Miss O. Gittens 
Mr. C. Grossmith 
Miss M. Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hadley

Miss C. Harding 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hernandez 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Hill 
Mr. T. Holder 
Mr. C. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Karamath 
Rev. W. Keary 
Mrs. G. Kellman 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Kornelis 
Dr. & Mrs. R. Krogh 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Lambert 
Miss M. Lee 
Mr. L. Lord 
Mrs. M. Lowes 
Mr. & Mrs. R. McIntosh 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mailer 
Mr. J. Martins 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Massiah 
Miss E. Mayers 
Mr. W. Minshall 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Newbold 
Miss B. Nicholls 
Miss D. Noble 
Mrs. J. Gets 
Miss K. Oxley 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Patterson 
Mrs. A. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Rollock 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Rostant 
Mrs. C. Salvatori

Miss A. Samuel 
Mr. H. Seepersad 
Mr. C. Servergini 
Mr. E. Sewal 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Sharp 
Mr. & Mrs. Shaw 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sherwood 
Dr. F. Shoucair 
Miss L. Sinclair 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Spence 
Group Captain & Mrs. F.

Stammers 
Mr. & Mrs. J.

Stanhope-Lovell 
Mr. Sukhnandan 
Mr. V. Sutherland 
Mrs. E. Thomas 
Rev. L. Todd 
Mrs. A. Tucker 
Mrs. S. Warren 
Miss A. Weeckenbach 
Mr. B. Wharton 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Wheating 
Mr. N. Whitmore 
Mrs. I. Wilmot 
Mrs. A. Winski 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Wong 
Mr. L. Wong
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French Line
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in

Voisin), Southampton, October 11th:—
s.s. Colombie (Captain

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 
(Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, September 21st:—

Mrs. G. Abbensetts Mr. M. Edwards Mr. L. Mearns
Miss G. Alberga Miss D. Elie Mr. M. Mearns
Mr. M. Ambrose Mr. & Mrs. K. Forster Mr. J. Medford
Miss L. Alexander Mr. C. Fraser Mr. W. Ma-On
Mr. C. Arthur Mr. Gainlall Mr. W. Mullin
Mr. H. Arthur Miss U. George Mr. D. Nath
Mr. L. AtweU Mr. M. Gibbs Mr. Netram
Mr. J. Avery Mr. E. Gibson Miss P. Nicholas
Mr. P. Balel Miss G. Gibson Mr. A. Oswald
Mr. Balkissoon Miss B. Gibson Mrs. F. Oswald
Miss G. Bannister Miss D. Gibson Mr. L. Perreira
Mr. R. Bardouille Mr. P. Goddard Mrs. B. Perrier
Miss Basdai Mr. J. Gordon Miss J. Persaud
Mr. U. Basdeo Mr. L. Gouveia Mr. F. Phillips
Mr. S. Barrow Miss I. Gray Miss L. Primo
Mr. R. Batson Miss I. Greaves Mr. M. Rahiman
Mr. E. Bayley Mrs D. Hamel Smith Mr. D. Ramlasingh
Mr. Beharry Mr. H. Harewood Mr. C. Reiman
Mr. E. Best Mr. D. Headlie Mr. G. Ruck
Miss E. Best Miss S. Hermanstyne Miss M. Rudder
Mr. K. Bhagowtee 
Mr. V. Blackman

Miss N. Hill 
Mr. A. Hosein

Miss C. St. Rose 
Mr. E. O. Sandiford

Mr. G. Blackman 
Miss R. Blackett

Mr. I. Howard 
Mr. A. Hunte

Miss E. Sandy 
Miss E. Sargeant

Mr. N. Bourne Mr. J. Hunter Mr. S. Scott
Mr. G. Bowen Mrs. V. Hunter Mr. R. Scott
Mr. R. Bradshaw Miss N. Hurley Mr. J. Sealy
Miss D. Brown Mr. C. Hyson Mr. E. Simon
Miss G. Browne Mr. C. Jackman Miss L. Simon
Mr. C. Bunsee Miss C. Jackman Mr. J. Singh
Miss C. Burgess 
Mr. W. Cadogan 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Miss M. James 
Miss E. Joachim 
Miss E. Jones

Mr. G. Small 
Mr. V. Small 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith

Chamberlain
Mr. B. Chase 
Mrs. B. Clarke

Mr. V. Josiah
Mr. O. King
Mr. A. Kranenburg

Miss J. Smith 
Miss Sukhia 
Mr. J. Sutherland

Miss S. Collins Miss I. Lalsingh Miss E. Thompson
Miss C. Crichton 
Mr. T. Cuffy 
Miss G. Cuffy 
Mr. W. Cummings 
Mr. R. Daniel 
Miss 0. Deane 
Mr. N. De Freitas 
Miss L. Dolphin 
Miss Douglas 
Mr. E. Douglas 
Mrs. C. Dunmore

Mr. R. Lambert 
Miss W. Layne 
Miss P. Lewis 
Mr. S. Lutchman 
Mr. V. McComie 
Mr. J. McGusty 
Mr. A. McLean 
Miss Maharajia 
Mr. L. Martindale 
Mr. N. Mascoll 
Mr. L. Mascoll

Mr. J. Todd
Mr. V. Too-Chung 
Mr. V. Toulon 
Mr. C. Trotman 
Mr. A. Walcott 
Miss A. Walkes 
Miss M. West 
Mr. C. Williams 
Mr. F. Williams 
Miss N. Workman 
Miss E. Yhap

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain G.
Gautier), Southampton, October 16th:—
Mr. & Mrs. J. Akai Mrs. C. Green
Miss P. Anderson Miss M. Hendrie

Miss D. Miller
Miss M. Murray .
Mr. & Mrs. A. Nathaniel

Mr. & Mrs. H. Ascough
Mrs. B. Ascroft 
Rev. A. Barlee 
Miss K. Barraclough

Mr. O. nenry 
Miss M. Herbert 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Inniss 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Jardim 
Mr. C. Jemmott 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. H. Payne 
Mr. R. Persaud 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Pollonais

Mrs. I. Bennett
Dr. & Mrs. K. Bissessar

Miss M. Ramraji 
Mr. W. Rego

Mr. A. Cabral Mr. H. Jones 
Maj. & Mrs. J. Kerr Mr. F. St. Bernard

Mr. R. Calvert Mr. & Mrs. M. Singh
Mrs. E. Carmichael 
Mrs. G. Carmichael 
Mr. J. Casimir 
Mr. P. Cumming

Miss V. Lake
Mr. & Mrs. E. Lange
Mr. & Mrs. D. Law
Mr. & Mrs. R. Lazzan 
Mr. J. Lazzari

Mr. H. Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. R. Smith
Mr. R. Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. G. Sutherland

Mr. & Mrs. Cunningham Col. & Mrs. W. Syfret
Maj. H. Crailsham Miss J. Lessey 

Miss W. Leung Mr. T. Telemaque
Mrs. E. Daniel Miss T- Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. J. Ferguson 
Rev. & Mrs. A. Fry

Mr. & Mrs A. .Mackenzie Miss^^^"waddeU

Mr. E. Gittens
Mr. & Mrs. L. Gonzalez 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Gordon 
Miss S. Gray

Mr. K. jnanaiuj
Mr. R. Mandeville
Mr. O. Marks
Mr. E. Massiah

Mr. J. Wallace 
Mrs. A. Watt

Mr. & Mrs. C. Armstrong 
Misses E. & H. Badcock 
Sir Hilary & Lady Blood 
Capt. H. G. Briggs

Mr. & Mrs. W. Badcock 
Mr. G. L. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. M. Bennett 
Mr. D. S. Byers 
Mr. W. J. Cooke 
Miss C. A. Gomes 
Mr. W. B. Imrie 
Mr. R. A. Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. D. V. Kidman 
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Knox 
Mrs. T. E. Laughlin 
Mr. J. Meakin

Dr. & Mrs. E. H. Back 
Capt. & Mrs. P. Blagrove 
Miss I. K. Blake 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Chape 
Miss M. C. Delfosse

Barbados 
Col. & Mrs. J. Connell 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Hart 
Mr. & Mrs. F. S. Lindon

Trinidad

Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Morrin 
Miss E. A. Morrin 
Mr. & Mrs. A. D. Moyes 
Mr. & Mrs. M. G. Pearse 
Mrs. E. M. Pollard 
Maj.-Gen. Sir Hubert &

Lady Rance 
Mrs. S. L. Renaud 
Mr. A. R. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Robson 
Mr. G. Rodrigues 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Roe

Jamaica

Mr. & Mrs. C. D’Oyen- 
Fitchett

Mrs. E. M. Hanson 
Dr. & Mrs. R. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Lord

Mr. & Mrs. J. Macphail
Miss W. A. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Walcott

Mrs. P. A. Rose
Mrs. Rose
Miss S. U. Scipio-Pollard 
Dr. & Mrs. J. B. Singh 
Mr. B. J. Surridge 
Miss I. Szekely 
Mr. & Mrs. A. I. Taylor 
Mr. W. D. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Tomlinson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Webster 
Mr. J. A. Wharton

Miss R. E. Lowth
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Mitchell
Mrs. W. L. Warren
Mrs. D. R. White

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s. Bayano (Captain W. J. 

' September 21st.—Dodd), Avonmouth, 
Mrs. M. Allen 
Miss L. Beckford 
Mrs. M. Beswick 
Mr. H. Betton 
Mrs. M. Bruin 
Mrs. S. Buck 
Miss B. Clarke 
Miss U. Clarke 
Miss J. Cruckley 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Duffus 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Edmondson 
Miss K. Frazer 
Mr. C. Gayle 
Miss G. Gayle 
Mr. K. Golding

Mr. & Mrs. B. Hill 
Mrs. E. D. James 
Miss M. Kelly 
Mr. L. Lofters 
Mr. F. McGann 
Mr. C. McKain 
Miss J. McLaren 
Miss D. McPherson 
Mr. C. Murray 
Mrs. M. Newman 
Mr. C. Nicholls 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Rickman 
Mr. H. Russell 
Mr. R. Scott 
Dr. & Mrs. H. Shaw

Mr. I. Shaw 
Mr. H. Silvera 
Mr. L. Smith
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs.

Y. Soares 
C. Taylor 
M. Tramlett 
I. Turnball 
P. VidgeonMrs. * .

Mr. H. Vincent
Mr. A. Walters
Mr. D. Watler 
Miss E. West 
Miss L. WilliamsSS G. Wong Ten Yuen
Mr. F. Young

“¿ST«—. J—Ü °- “■
Roberts), London, September 22nd .
Mr. L. Brooks M&sT^Linton
Mr. H. H. Hammond Mgs b. Moncrieffe
Misses Howell

Mr. A. Groce

Miss S. M. jingle 
Miss N. J- Scott

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Philpott), Liverpool, September 23rd :— 
Mr. S. Bowen Mr. A. Hogan
Mr. P. Brooks Miss P. Hogan
Misses B. & C. Burrell Miss S. Kelly

Tetela (Captain R. D.

Mrs. F. Scott 
Mr. R. Shim 
Mr. S. Wiggan

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Matina (Captain W. G. 
Lock), Southampton, September 25th :— 

Mr. & Mrs. D. W. MarshMiss G. E. Ewbank 
Miss B. N. Fletcher 
Miss H. A. Hamilton

Mr. R. Ogden
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Phillips 
Mrs. I. Walker

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain W. J. Dodd).

Avonmouth, October 1st :—
Misses G. & M. Hudson 
Dr. R. Huxley-Williams 
Dr. & Mrs. A. R. Loveless

Prof. & Mrs. G. F. Asprey 
Mr. C. W. Bottle 
Miss E. M. Brandon 
Mrs. F. Cole 
Mr. M. P. Duffy 
Miss B. I. Duncan 
Mr. E. Flowers 
Mr. & Mrs. B. A. Hay 
Mr. P. O. Henry 
Mr. M. W. Hilton

Mrs. M. C. McAulay 
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. McLeod 
Prof. & Mrs. W. M.

Macmillan 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Martindale 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Ramsay 
Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Ritch

Mrs. N. T. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Roe 
Mr. H. E. Scott 
Mrs. E. C. Skempton 
Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Smith 
Miss E. E. Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Vallee 
Mr. H. Wallace 
Miss A. J. Wint 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Youngman

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Manistee (Captain F. T.

Barber), Southampton, October 4th :
Mr A. G. Briscoe Miss C. Forbes
Dr.' & Mrs. H. Burrowes Miss P. Russell

Mr. R. Sammi 
Miss R. E. Whiteman

Miss D. M. Clarke
Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, m 

s s Ariguani (Captain R. W. Lundy), October Sth
Barbados

S.S.

Mr. K. A. Knaggs

Mr. A. Adams 
Miss T. Akai 
Mr. G. Alleyne 
Miss G. Brownbill 
Mrs. W. Brown 
Miss M. Ching

Mr. B. de Beer 
Miss Billingslea 
Mr. R. Dusneath 
Mr. D. Eyres 
Mrs. F. Hylton 
Mr. & Mrs. F.Lackenbach

Trinidad

Mrs. K. Connolly
Mr. N. Gonzales
Miss F. Henry .
Mr. D. Jagbandwansingh
Rev. A. Parfitt
Mr. M. Ramkumar

Jamaica

Mr. D. Lipp
Miss C. McGrath
Rt. Hon. & Mrs.Marquand
Mr. & Mrs. Myrie
Mr. W. Philadelphia

Mrs. H. Richards 
Mr. D. Romney 
Mr. D. Savage 
Mr. D. Solomon 
Mrs. I. Wooley

Miss B. Samalyo
Mr. G. Smale
Mr. & Mrs. E. Stanley
Mrs. E. Taylor
Miss C. Webber
Mrs. B. White

Miss E. Lawrence .

Mrs. M. A. Howell 
Miss M. M. Howell

Mr. & Mrs. C. Amndell 
Dr. & Mrs. W. Branday 
Mrs. B. L. Cooke 
Mr T. H. Cumming 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Fell-Smith 
Mrs. M. O. Forbes 
Mr. J. S. Graham

Miss K. B. Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Fennell 
Lady Foot 
Miss S. D. Foot

Barbados

Mrs. H. Macaulay
& Mrs. J. McKinstryMr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Trinidad
E. Hughes-Davies 
& Mrs. J. M. Knox 
H. P. Knox

Miss A. M. Knox
Mr. & Mrs. E. Maclachlan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J- Magin 
Miss A. W. Magin

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hawkins 
Rev. & Mrs. J. L.

Macpherson

Mrs. F. S. Van Battenberg 
Stafford

Mr. & Mrs. H. S. Waite

Mrs. G. Marshall
Dr. & Mrs. N. A. Nobbs 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Redhead 
Mr. & Mrs. P. H. Rosher 
Dr. M. S. Sheare .
Prof. & Mrs. L. Wiggins

Mrs. C. E. St. Aubyn
Miss N. Vincent 
Mr. E. V. Williams

(Continued on next page)
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The Markets

Stocks and shares. The 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for
Latest Year

latest prices
November 5th, 1954

and those of a

2i 
3|

10 
10
*7J 

*50
8 

*15
6 
8

12f
6 

*7 
22$ 
15 
20 
14Î

*15 
*9 
37Ì

*20 
♦20

5i 
71 

*121
*6f 
6

Consols
War Loan

Angostura Bitters..........................
Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 
Antigua Sugar Factory 
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 
Barclays Bank D.C.O. Ord. Stock 
Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 
Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 
British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 
Caroni Ltd. 2/—
Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. ..............
Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 
Kern Oil Co. 4/—
Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 
Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 
Royal Bank of Canada §10 
St. Kitts (London) Sugar ...
Ste. Madeleine Sugar
Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/—
Trinidad Leaseholds 5/-...............
Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 
Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref.
Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 
United British Oilfields 6/8 
West Indies Sugar ...
West Indies Sugar 6% Pref.

Latest 
Quotation

681
90f

37/6
32/6
15/-
31/9
46/6 
39/- 
23/6

1/6
4/3

21/3
9/3

14/9
46/6
2/- 

340/—
53/—
28/9
46/— 
31/6 
31/- 
21/6
5/- 

24/41 
30/71

701 
91J

45/- 
35/- 
15/6 
33/3 
49/6 
39/9 
24/-
2/-

Price 
Nov. 9th, 1953

63| 
84i

37/6 
32/— 
15/- 
43/9 
38/- 
27/6 
22/6

65|
85|xd

42/6 
34/- 
15/6
46/3 
41/—
28/— 
23/li

22/-
* Free of Income Tax.

5/3xd 2/4>‘ 2/101
22/3xd 19/3 20/3
10/3 5/- 5/6
15/9 13/3 14/3
48/6 33/- 34/-

2/6 1/6 2/—
360/-xd 260/- 280/-xd
54/- 60/— 61/3
30/— 18/9 20/—
47/6 23/6 25/—
32/6 32/— 33/-
32/6 23/— 25/-
23/— 20/3 21/3
6/- 5/- 5/6

26/3 23/11 24/41
32/6 23/9 26/3
24/- 22/- 24/-

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for September, 1954,
are as follows :—

Year Year J anuary-September
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius 250,651 250,494 102,871 204,593
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 292,448 338,861
Fiji .............................. 9,220 51,813 35,224 71,197
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 142,260 193,748
Leeward Islands 69,052 68,481 63,793 43,812
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 9,334 8,769
Barbados ... 82,147 126,916 98,680 103,457
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 124,535 137,233
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 85,013 102,346
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 498 124,738
Puerto Rico 80,006 —
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 799,152 350,482
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 269,635 294,313
Peru .............................. 3,831 —- —— 2,003
Other foreign countries ... 27,430 172,312 156,379 17,850

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 2,179,822 1,993,402

Consumption
Month of August I anuarv-August
1953 1954 1953 1954

Refined 17,635 2 28,930 2,714Unrefined... 223,201 230,357 1,586,143 1,669,254

Total ... 240,836 230,359 1,615,073 1,671,968
Stocks (end of August) 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 78,550 106,000Imported Refined 2,650
Imported Unrefined 782,950 1,356,000

Total 864,150 1,462,000

Cocoa. Prices have fluctuated widely. A fortnight ago 
the value declined to ¿340 per ton but at the end of the month 
under review the quotation is again approaching the ¿400 level. 
Oniy a small business has been reported in West Indian descrip­
tions, Trinidad first marks selling during the past few days at 
380/- per 50 kilos, f.o.b. A small quantity of fine estates 
Grenada has been sold at 380/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., for December- 
February shipment, but the majority of sellers in Grenada are 
quoting 390/- to 395/- for good marks.

Honey During the latter part of the month under review 
an^Chtr^611^ mcAreafed demand particularly for Australian 

sorts. Australian light amber is quoted at 105/- 
a d medium amber at 97/6, and Jamaica at 120/- to 130/- per 
cwt., ex store terms. ' r

Pimento. Sales during the month have been reported at 
from 3^5/- to 500/- per cwt. c.i.f., but sellers for 

both shipment and spot are difficult to find
Tra<!e d?mand during the month has been extremely 

A f sales have been reported of good No. 3 Jamaica 
at 250/- per cwt., ex store London, with a few lots of defective 
and wormy at lower levels. ^mive
fir5JUtmegS- The market for defective nutmegs continues 
firm, especially as the Indonesian market has advanced but 

and M°nesia "o’m^g 
—S -nd

ha^n S

J°r shlPmentPositions. Prices continuf unchanged 

8/4-No-1 grade at 7/7- “2

B°ard °f T«d« Returns

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for September, 1954 
are as follows :—

Imports proof gallons
In steel drums* ...
In casks and bottles*

Total

Exports ...

Year 
1952

■ y 7,248,614

Year 
1953 

¿2,686,216 
11,444,807

January-September
1953 1954

2,098,970 21,167
1,317,137 1,451,466

7,248,614 4,131,023

612,427 786,866
Month of August

3,416,107 1,472,633

1953 1954
69,162 76,334

- , ... 12,177,000 10,074,000
* Not separately distinguished in 1952.

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of August)

534,118 644,275
Tanuary-August 

1953 1954
650,198 570,554

(Continued from preceding page)

Fyffes Line—continued
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tortriguero (Captain T C 

Crane), Liverpool, October 12th8 sprain i. c.
Mr. A. Alberga 
Miss E. Anderson 
Miss I. Bogle 
Miss B. Brown

Miss V. Cowan 
Miss B. Dawes 
Miss F. Harris

Mr. W. Pearson 
Mr. W. Tucker 
Miss R. Young

Golfito ®CapSÍÍ T^S Buïÿ^

Mr. & Mrs. R. Biggs 
Capt. F. Hedges

Barbados 
Miss K. London Rev. & Mrs. W. Richards

Mr. G. Ahing
Mr. & Mrs. J. Balfour
Mr. J. B. Blackham
Mr. R. K. Carroll 
Miss E. Edghiil

Trinidad
Mr. C. Merry
Mr. & Mrs. I. Moody
Mr. & Mrs. L. Otway 
Sister M. Pairaudeau

Miss I. Salmon 
Dr. L. A. Slinger 
Mr. D. Smith 
Mr. G. C. Witt

Imports cwt.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria ...............
Western Samoa and Ross Depen­

dency ....................................
Jamaica ... ... . ’
Windward Islands ...
Trinidad........................... ’
Other Commonwealth Countries
Netherlands
Brazil ... ...
Other foreign countries ... ”

Year 
1952

21,704 
1,038,354

942,712

14,724 
39,032 
25,557
31,194

5,101
51,714 
15,141
67,112

Year
1953

14,340 
1,294,242 

992,268

27,299
28,532
35,163
39,721
8,717

34,818 
104,901
46,996

J anuary-September 
1953 1954

14,340 7,999
1,117,846 1,008,824

786,590 865,989

16,371 27,178
28,510 12,649
33,574 38,422
38,842 28,181
4,405 26,169

25,070 117,005
40,835 152,864
45,739 58,231

Mr. & Mrs. H. Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bennett 
Miss L. Bell 
Miss R. Clegg 
Mr. J. F. Collins 
Mr. E. A. Cooke

„. , Jamaica 
Miss L. E. Douglas 
îrr‘ ? AIrS‘ Forbes 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Gabe 
Mr. E. Gash
Mr. E. Hamilton

Mr. J. Joseph
Mr. J. Kealey
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. M. McIntosh
Mr. & Mrs. D. Tubb

> > a — «um jamaica. Inch), Avonmouth, October 19th in s.s.

Miss C. L. Inniss Barbados 
Mr. K. F. Pilgrim

Less powder and butter...

Total, Cocoa, Raw

Exports............................

Consumption of Raw...
Stocks (end of August)

2,252,345 2,626,997
182,754 139,679

2,152,122 2,343,511
108,947 170,123

2,069,591 2,487,318

225,365 165,095
Month of August
1953 1954

152,138 179,455
461,000 631,000

2,043,175 2,173,388

97,572 102,026
January-August
1953 1954

1,678,175 1,671,292

Mr. V. V. Allard 
Mr. H. A. Francis 
Mr. B. Guillaume 
Mr. V. J. Lee

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Misses E. & G. Carey 
Mr- & Mrs. C. Griffiths 
Mr. A. B. Goslv 
Miss R. L. Hitchins 
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Hotten 
Miss V. S. Jones

Trinidad

D c B- Müne
D. G. Neish
& Mrs. O. Papineau

Jamaica
Mr. L. G. McCool 
Mr. C. E. McKenley 
Miss C. C. Maine 
Miss E. M. Mitchell 
Miss C. H. Robertson

Mr. & Mrs. W. D Slater 
Miss S. W. Thorne 
Mr. T. D. Watson

Mr. A. A. Salmon 
Mrs. A. Walker 
Mr. D. Weekes 
Mrs. H. Westmorland 
Mr. C. Williamson
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On behalf of the Executive I send to all mem­

bers and friends of the West India Committee 

sincere good wishes at this Christmas Season 

and our hopes for happiness and success in the 

coming year.

H. Alan Walker, 
Chairman.

The Influx

1AST July Mrs. Braddock, Member of Parliament 
i for Liverpool (Exchange), asked the Minister of 

Labour in the House of Commons for particulars 
of the numbers of unemployed colonials in Liverpool 
who had been referred by his department for employ­
ment in that city during the first half of this year, 
and of the numbers who had been successful m obtaining 
employment as a result. She was informed that the 
records of the employment exchanges in matters ot 
that sort did not distinguish the racial or geographical 
origin of the persons concerned, and that the information 
could not therefore be provided.

This answer defines the position of those who come 
from the colonies to seek employment m the United 
Kingdom. They are placed on the same footing as their 
fellow British citizens in Great Bntam, and included in 
the pool of available labour on the same basis asevery 
other employable person who registers at the labou 
exchange concerned. p T, rpmrdq

What does a labour exchange do? It records 
particulars of the qualifications of those whc.seek^wo , 
it receives applications from those who se 
and thus acts as a sort of clearing house which can br g 
about a contact between an apparently sui func+ion 
and an apparently suitable job. There , 
ends, and in a free democracy that must bewhere 
funciion ends. One worker may be fortunate an^ 
suitable employment in a very short time Others are 
referred to U ^er job and e^ 
not what they are looking for, ar 1 
what the employer is looking for, or e when the 
job after a period of trial on bo th side 
demand for workers exceeds the s PP to
are able to pick and choose, and the employer _has t 
take whom he can get. When the number of workers 

available exceeds the demand, the employer is able to 
pick and choose, and the worker has to accept such 
employment as he can get.

So much for the simple theory, but there are com­
plications. For certain types of job an unsuitable worker 
is worse than no worker at all. In the case of other 
jobs a trade union may have to be satisfied as well as 
employer and employee. In the district served by one 
employment exchange there may be great variety in 
the jobs available, in another district the variety of 
employment may be limited, and the demand for 
employees of the type of the particular individual very 
small. Thus it comes about that the fact that there 
are jobs available does not necessarily mean work for all. 
There may be a surplus of labour for certain types of 
job, side by side with a shortage of labour for other 
types of job.

During the past year or two there has been an increas­
ing influx of immigrants from the colonies, and in 
particular from Jamaica, who come to the United 
Kingdom in the hope of getting work. Mrs. Braddock’s 
question was a straw which showed the way the wind 
was beginning to blow j the House of Commons debate 
recorded in the body of this issue of the Circular 
indicates that concern in regard to the increase in this 
immigration and its possible consequences is spreading, 
and that the United Kingdom Government is already 
under pressure, which seems likely to become greater, 
to institute a public inquiry into the matter and formu­
late plans for dealing with such problems as may be 
indicated.

It should be noted that the general populace of this 
country places no blame upon the immigrants for 
coming over to seek a livelihood. It is widely recognised 
that to emigrate is a wise and courageous thing for a 
man who sees no prospects in his own country, to do. 
Nor is there any general demand for indiscriminate 
restriction of immigration. The concern which is 
expressed is based chiefly on anticipation of a position 
which might arise in the event of a recession in employ- 
ment in this country. Already there are signs that the 
workers in certain occupations, for which colonial 
immigrants have proved their suitability, are beginning 
to envisage the increasing numbers of recruits from 
among those immigrants as a threat to the security o 
tteir own jobs, and it is reported that the influential 
Transport Ind General Workers’ Union has now made 
representations to Birmingham Corporation transport 

p f limit to be fixed for the number of
c“ed workers to be employed by the transport

{Continued on page 320)
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rom onci oner’s Qlotdmf

ON November 30th the Queen opened in state what 
is almost certainly the last session of the present 
Parliament. Her ill-luck in the matter of weather 

dogged her once more, for the processional drive from 
Buckingham Palace was marred by wind and rain ; but 
inside, in the Royal Gallery and the House of Lords, the 
ancient ceremony was, as always, of breath-taking 
splendour and beauty. With all the pride of heraldry, 
the rich glow of crimson and miniver, the radiance of 
the Imperial State Crown, and the simple dignity of 
the white-clad young girl at the centre of it all, it 
was a flawless work of theatrical art, and I asked myself, 
as I always do, whether any professional impresario 
could surpass it or any nation in the world show the like.

* * *
After the state opening, during which he had stood 

humbly at the Bar with other Members of the House of 
Commons to listen to the Gracious Speech (his own 
composition), the rest of the day was entirely Sir 
Winston Churchill’s. Never has an eightieth birthday 
been so celebrated in England. There were 23,000 
telegrams. There was the highly debatable portrait by 
Graham Sutherland, presenting the Prime Minister as a 
tough—not to say a rough—customer. Acknowledging 
that its frankness and candour might be salutary to a 
public man, Sir Winston raised a shout of laughter by 
the quizzical intonation he gave to his recognition of 
the picture as “ certainly a remarkable work of modern 
art.” There was the cheque for £150,000, proceeds of 
a public subscription for a gift for Sir Winston to do 
what he likes with. And there was the noble illuminated 
book containing the signatures of practically every 
member on both sides of the House of Commons— 
the Socialist lady who would not sign because she 
“ remembered Tonypandy ” (rather hazily, for in that 
famous strike of long ago it was the young Home 
Secretary, Churchill, who prevented the intervention of 
the troops by sending unarmed police from London to 
take their place), and her colleague who thereupon 
sent out for a bottle of ink eradicator to expunge her 
signature, scarcely marred the unanimity.

* * *
These gifts were presented under the historic roof of 

Westminster Hall, in the presence of 2,500 people, 
with vast banks of flowers as a background to the rows 
of outstanding figures from both Houses, and all parties, 
sitting at the head of the broad steps where once thé 
revolutionary judges sat to condemn King Charles. 
The main presentation speech, full of admiration and 
warm affection, was made by Mr. Attlee, Sir Winston’s 
principal opponent—a characteristic example of the fine 
courtesy of the Mother of Parliaments. Sir Winston’s 
reply, disclaiming the title of the inspiration of England 
in the hour of peril, and declaring instead that the 
whole people were lion-hearted and he only had the 
luck to provide the roar, looks like being remembered 
with the finest speeches of that stirring time. Other 
celebrations, including a call at Buckingham Palace to 

receive the Queen’s birthday present to her first servant, 
filled the afternoon ; and after a quiet dinner alone 
with Lady Churchill, Sir Winston at an upper window 
was giving the V sign to a cheering crowd in Downing 
Street till a late hour at night.

* * *
On the morrow the hero of this great day was wearing 

the white sheet of penitence in the House of Commons. 
Speaking in his constituency of Woodford the previous 
week he had almost casually mentioned that, during the 
final collapse of Germany in 1945, he had telegraphed 
to General Montgomery to stack the captured arms with 
care, in case the Russian forces should push westward 
beyond the agreed line of demarcation, and it might 
become necessary to rearm the Germans to help stop 
them. Immediately a storm of reproach, not all from 
Socialist sources, burst over the Prime Minister’s head. 
Some speakers and newspapers expressed shocked 
surprise that Sir Winston should ever have thought of 
putting arms back into Nazi hands, others lectured him 
for revealing the fact at this juncture, when he is 
hoping eventually to bring the Russians to peaceful 
parley. In the debate on the Address Mr. Shin well for 
the Labour Party—in a speech of great moderation, 
for he is a warm personal admirer of the Prime Minister— 
demanded the production of the telegram. Then 
followed a fresh surprise. Sir Winston’s reply to all the 
attacks was to offer—what as he said he had seldom had 
to offer before—a complete apology to the House. There 
had been a thorough search, but the telegram could not 
be found. His mind in 1945 was certainly moving 
along the lines he had indicated, for there had been a 
definite threat that the Russians might enslave Denmark 
and dominate the Baltic. He had thought that the 
telegram had not only been sent but published in the 
last volume of his war memoirs. But now—unless a 
copy should turn up in the Field Marshal’s papers when 
he returns to England from America—it looks very 
probable that there never was a telegram at all. Sir 
Winston, as he said, had neglected his own regular advice 
to other speakers, always to verify their quotations. 
After all the commotion, and the suggestion that a big 
stick had been handed to the Opposition to beat the 
Government with, the signs are that they will not try 
to use it. The whole thing begins to look like a storm 
in a teacup. Certainly the Russians seem puzzled 
to know what all the fuss has been about.

* * *
The last few months have seen a whole series of 

attempts to set in motion the rather antiquated laws 
relating to literature alleged to be obscene. Whether the 
Director of Public Prosecutions is acting spontaneously 
or m response to some stimulus from other quarters 

# 7et aPPear- One Judge has brought a new wind 
ot liberal commonsense into the subject by telling the 
]ury to read the whole accused book and not condemn 
i on particular extracts taken out of their context by 

(Continued at foot of page 320)
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The Princess Alice Appeal Commonwealth Sugar

For the University College and the Teaching 
Hospital

A x appeal for funds on behalf of the University College 
of the West Indies and its Teaching Hospital is now 

being organized in the United Kingdom and throughout 
the British Caribbean.

The Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, is president 
of the Appeal Council for the United Kingdom and Mr. 
H. Alan Walker is chairman.

Her Royal Highness, as is generally known, is 
Chancellor of the University College. She has visited 
the college on two occasions and leaves London for 
Jamaica early in January for a third visit.

The college has no endowment fund and money is 
urgently needed to enable it to expand its research pro­
gramme and to provide more scholarships.

The Appeal Council in the United Kingdom comprises
the following :— 
The Earl of Airlie 
The Earl of Athlone 
The Lord Chandos 
The Earl of Derby 
Hon. Gerald Lascelles 
The Lord Milverton 
Mr. Ralph Assheton, M.P. 
Mr. A. E. V. Barton 
Mr. J. M. du Buisson 
Hon. Angus Campbell 
Mr. J. M. Campbell 
Sir Alexander Carr-Saunders 
Mrs. T. Cazalet-Keir 
Flight-Lieut. Aidan Crawley 
Mr. A. H. Crockett 
Mr. Julian Crossley 
Mr. Geoffrey Crowther 
Mr. Leslie Farrer-Brown 
Mr. Garnet Gordon 
Mr. Max Jensen 
Mr. A. Creech Jones, M.P. 
Sir Ralph Lacey 
Mr. R. W. Lamont 
Mr. A. F. Mallory

The Viscount Nuffield
The Lord Portal of Hungerford 
The Lord Tweedsmuir 
The Viscount Waverley 
The Secretary of State for the 

Colonies

Mr. T. H. Naylor 
Dr. W. L. F. Nuttall 
Mr. Duncan Oppenheim 
Mr. Hubert Oughton 
Sir Raymond Priestley 
Mr. D. W. Pritchard 
Mr. H. W. L. Reddish 
Mr. J. Somerville 
Mr. B. Strath 
Mr. J. L. S. Steel 
Mr. Bernard Sunley 
Mr. Vernon Tate 
Sir Miles Thomas 
Mr. S. J. Vos 
Mr. H. Alan Walker 
Col. Arthur Walters 
Sir Charles Woolley

Gift from Nuffield Foundation
The Director of the Nuffield Foundation announced 

on November 17th that £250,000 is to be set asrde 
for the benefit of the new colonial university colleges.

ate 

fi"- s s be
of the Princess Alice Appeal.

The Cocoa Association

At a meeting of the Board

Mr. H. E. Williams, vice-chairma
Woodhouse honorary treasurer.

Price Negotiations for 1955
The following Press notice was issued by the Ministry 

of Food on November 19th :—
“ The series of meetings with representatives of the 

Commonwealth sugar exporting territories which began 
on November 10th has now been concluded. Discussions 
have taken place on the price to be paid for 1955 
‘ negotiated price ’ sugar bought under the terms of 
the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement and on other 
matters arising under the Agreement.

Full agreement was reached as follows :—
The price to be paid for 1955 ‘ negotiated price ’ 

sugar will be £40 15s. Od. a ton. This compares 
with a price of £41 for 1954.

The calculations under the price formula showed a 
reduction in the price of sugar owing to a decrease 
in the index for certain supplies. There was no 
significant movement in the index of wages and 
salaries.

The Agreement has been extended for a further 
year and will now run to the end of 1962.

It was unanimously agreed, after hearing the views 
of the Ministry, that the quota review should be 
deferred for another year on the „same terms and 
conditions as last year’s deferment.”*

The West India Committee

A meeting of the executive of the West India Com- 
mittee was held on November 16th, Mr. J. M. du 

Buisson, a vice-president, presiding in the absea^ 
abroad of the chairman, Mr. H. Alan Walker. The 
following seven candidates were admitted to membe - 

ship :—
Name

Dr. Francis MacGregor Bain 
(Venezuela)

Mr. Lawrence Fielding 
(Barbados)

Mr. John MacGregor Milne 
(Trinidad)

The Citrus Company of British 
Honduras, Ltd.

(British Honduras)
The Corozal Sugar Co., Ltd.

(British Honduras)

Mr. David Murray
(St. Vincent)

LlEUT.-COLONEL LOUIS E. SILVER

(Canada)

Proposer and Seconder 
fMr. F. O. Gonzalez, b.sc., 
I M.R.C.V.S.

5 Captain H. V. M. Metivier, 
O.B.E., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S.

/Mr. C. L. Pitt
\Mr. A. V. Speight.
f Captain the Hon. Alan
J Storey, d.f.c.
^Mr. L. J. Burr

f Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, o.b.e. 

J Mr. H. Alan Walker 

/Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, o.b.e. 
/Mr. H. Alan Walker

Hon. H. A. Cuke, c.b.e. 
Mr. J. M. Campbell 
Mr. H. Alan Walker 
Mr. J. M. Campbell

Obituary
At the outset of the meeting, Mr. du Buisson referred, 

wifh great regret, to the deaths of Mr. F Malcolm Bond 
of London Lord Courtauld-Thomson, K.B.E., C.B., of 
London Mr. H. R- Silver, of Halifax Canada and Sir 
A KeXt^  ̂ .

* See the Circular for December, 1953, page 319.
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Jamaica General Election Sir Winston Churchill

Ninety Candidates in the Field
By H. P. Jacobs

^he Legislature has been dissolved, and January 
12th has been fixed for the general election. About 

90 candidates seem certain to stand for the 32 seats, as 
follows : Jamaica Labour Party, 31 ; People’s National 
Party, 32; Farmers’ Party, 13 ; National Labour 
Party, 3 ; and Independents, at least 11.

Two or three of the Independents are loosely linked 
with the Communist-supported People’s Educational 
Organisation ; they are not Communists, but people 
in search of a principle of criticism justifying divergence 
from the established parties. The fact that 10 or a 
dozen Independents contemplate standing, after 10 
years of party government and 16 of organised political 
action on an island-wide basis, points to a revision of 
ideas about the functions of parties, their relationships 
to personalities and classes, and the limits of political 
action. People have not lost faith in the party system, 
but are not prepared simply to accept a limitation of 
their choice of candidates imposed by a centralized 
party leadership. The Farmers’ Party also represents 
the spirit of revision, and half the Independents will 
probably stand in constituencies where there are 
Farmers’ Party candidates as well.

Present indications are that the People’s National 
Party, though suffering severely from the process of 
revision, will show far greater strength than in 1949 ; 
that the Jamaica Labour Party will suffer a further 
decline ; that the Farmers’ Party will secure several 
seats (which no “ third party ” has done before) ; that 
the National Labour Party will be swept away; and 
that only one Independent will actually be elected.

The general calibre of party candidates is well above 
that of the past.

New Bills become law
A number of important laws were passed by the 

Legislature in its last days. A consolidated Income 
rax Law, for which there has long been an outcry 
embodies many useful amendments. Another law 
lightens the burden of death duties on smaller estates 
An entirely remodelled Apprenticeship Law is meant 
to promote the training of skilled workers, for whom 
there is a rapidly growing need. Another law vests the 
powers of the Finance Board under the Defence Regu­
lations in a Statutory Board. A Bill similarly trans­
ferring trade control to a Statutory Board was amended 
by the Legislative Council, and as the Government 
declined to accept the amendment, this amounts to 
defeat of the Bill, smce the Legislature has been dis­
solved without further action being taken.

Sir Roland Robinson, M.P., has been elected chairman 
of the Commonwealth Affairs Committee of the Con­
servative Party. The vice-chairmen are Mr. Bernard 
Brame, M.P., and Mr. John Tilney, M.P. The new 
chairman of the West Indies sub-committee is Mr J 
Vaughan-Morgan, M.P. '

M-P'’ haS been ^-elected chair­
man of the Party s Commonwealth Affairs Committee.

As all the world knows, Sir Winston Churchill, Prime 
Minister and Freeman of British history, celebrated 

his 80th birthday on November 30th. The scene in 
Westminster Hall, when presentations were made to 
him, is described on page 318.

The picture opposite shows Sir Winston receiving from 
Mr. D. R. Grenfell, “ Father ” of the House of Commons, 
the commemorative book signed by members of the 
Commons. Behind them is the portrait by Mr. Graham 
Sutherland presented to Sir Winston by both Houses. 
The presentation was made by Mr. Attlee, who is seen 
seated beside Lord Salisbury.

THE INFLUX
(Continued from page 317) 

department. It will be noted that this is not a matter of 
the “ colour bar.” There is no demand for a ban on 
coloured workers. It is their rapidly increasing numbers 
which causes concern.

Ventre affame n a point d’oreilles. Hungry Jamaicans 
may be disinclined to heed these portents, but neither 
would hungry United Kingdom workmen be disposed to 
accept the dole while immigrants were holding jobs. A 
responsibility lies upon colonial governments to take a 
long view of the implications of mass emigration. For 
years past there has been controlled emigration of 
workers from the British West Indian Colonies to the 
American continent, and it should be possible to work 
out an acceptable scheme to control emigration of 
workers to the United Kingdom. We do not doubt 
that the colonial governments concerned are already 
considering the matter, but it seems important that, 
in the paramount interest of the colonial workers 
themselves, they should be prepared to take action in 
good time.

THE LONDONER’S NOTEBOOK
(Continued from page 318) 

the police. Other judges have preferred to discourse in 
general terms on the grave effects of obscene writing on 
the national character. A bench of magistrates at 
Swindon have ordered the destruction of a translation of 
the great fourteenth-century classic, Boccaccio’s 
Decameron (though they were reversed on appeal). 
The recent tendency, when serious novels have been 
brought into court, has been for the jury to disagree 
and the prosecution then to be dropped.

Meanwhile observers of social and educational welfare 
(including many of the bishops) have been much more 
perturbed by the flood of “horror comics”—cheap 
American papers and their home-made imitators, which 
are aimed at the twelve-year-old child and are said to be 
read by many adults who have not progressed mentally 
beyond that level. In crudely drawn pictures they 

eVery of ugliness, bestiality and cruelty. 
While responsible writers may risk prosecution when 
they embark on realistic discussion of sexual problems, 
this garbage, it seems, does not fall within any of the 
categories of the criminal law, and there will be proposals 
° 3^. tej1 UP- At the same time, the prospect of 

es a fishing a censorship cannot be viewed without 
misgiving.
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The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Attitude of United Kingdom

AT the ninth session of the contracting parties to 
L the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at

Geneva on November 8th, the President of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Peter Thomeycroft, made a state­
ment on the attitude in which the United Kingdom 
would approach the negotiations.

After a short review’ of the benefits which had resulted 
from the existence of the agreement since 1948, he 
continued:—

“ This review poses many questions, of objectives 
and of methods, policy and of technique, and each of us 
will, of course, give his own answer to these problems. 
I suppose in one sense we all know the kind of G.A.T.T. 
that we would like. It would give the maximum 
flexibility for us and as much rigidity as wre could manage 
for others ; freedom for our exports and a large scope 
to control imports from other countries ; all the rights 
with none of the obligations. But, of course, none of 
us can have it like that. The truth inherent in this 
review of the G.A.T.T. is that if we are to minimize 
the obstacles to trade then all of us—and I emphasize 
all of us—must accept substantial limitations on our 
freedom to restrict the trade of others.

The Case for G.A.T.T.
“ Somewhere at some stage of these discussions all 

of us will have to answer the question which side of the 
fence we are upon, whether we want to restrict trade or 
to expand it. We in the United Kingdom have given 
considerable thought to this problem. Like others we 
have considered it in government circles. We have con­
sidered it, too, in industrial circles on both sides oi 
industry, and it raises great problems for us. But it is 
possible for me to say here that the United Kingdom, 
both government and industry, stands solidly upon e 
side of expansion. We are for the General Agreeme 
and not against it. , . . ,“ The else for the General Agreement is indeed^over­
whelming. Exporters need, and therefore g
countries need, some stability of tariff rates T 
G.A.T.T. provides that stability. Exporters need so_m 
clear rules limiting the use of quota restriction . 
widespread use of quotas for protactive purp „ 
reverse the present trend of world tr^%^Xnortant 
than any other single factor. al imnortanceat any time. They have gained additional importanee 
through what is known as the collective PP anj 
and other Commonwealth countries have■ ? P 
discussed With our friends in the United States  ̂
Western Europe collective policies to r trade
bility of currencies and to task . that is
and freer payments. It is a conec
why we call it the collective approach. , the 

“This is not the time or the place Xbs to say this : 
question of convertibility, except p_ P. meaningless
The talk of making currencies ^^t^^ the
and, indeed, dangerous, .unk^ y Wider pay­
trade with w’hich to back the , That is true 
ments must be matched by wider 

of all currencies, but most of all it is true of a world-wide 
currency like sterling.

“ It is these thoughts—this view of our mutual advan­
tages—that determines our approach to this review. 
Our purpose in the United Kingdom can be plainly 
stated. It is to reaffirm the G.A.T.T. and to strengthen 
it. We want a stronger G.A.T.T. and not a weaker one. 
We want it both for its direct advantages and as the 
necessary basis for any move in the direction of con­
vertibility.

“ Now for the practical issues of the G.A.T.T. review. 
I would like to start with the question of tariff stabiliza­
tion, and Article XXVIII. This is an instance of a 
dilemma, the dilemma of stability or freedom. What 
we need to do here is to find a method of reconciling 
on the one hand the natural interest of each country to 
have greater freedom to re-negotiate bound rates of duty 
with, on the other hand, the overriding objective of 
preserving the general stability of tariffs in the interests 
of all. What we propose, so far as the United Kingdom 
is concerned, is that the time-bar on the use of Article 
XXVIII should be extended until, say, the end of 1957. 
But we recognize the difficulties. It may be necessary 
for contracting parties to authorize the re-negotiation of 
bound rates in cases of special urgency or other excep­
tional circumstances. I think we must also keep open 
the possibility that the time-bar may be temporarily 
lifted if a general tariff conference is held. Finally, we 
would wish to amend Article XXVIII by replacing the 
ultimate right of unilateral action under that article by 
procedures for arbitration by contracting parties within 
a reasonably short specified period.

“ So much for tariffs, which is the receiving end oi the 
trade pattern. Now let us look for a moment at the 
other end. There must surely be no distortion of trade 
at the exporting end by artificial methods. We must 
in this review grapple with the question of export 
subsidies The United Kingdom Government have con- 
sistently stressed the need for strengthening the pro­
visions of G.A.T.T. on export subsidies. We think it 
essential that this problem should be tackled seriously 
and constructively in this review, and may I say that 
this problem is of increased significance in a world which 
is seeking wider trade and payments.

Needs of Colonial Territories
“I would like now to mention for a moment the 

nroblems of the Colonial Territories These problems 
are partly provided for already by the Article XVIII 
Zv s ons for under-developed territories. Under Article 
?Vlil it is open to the United Kingdom or any other 
X FUiitan territory to seek on behalf of a colonial 
“iitory approval for special measures which that 
terr y ff take for the purposes of development. But this does not fX meet Acuities There may
But this a industry to be developed depends not
o^th  ̂ market of that territory but

lv™rt to the metropolitan country. We would 
^Sh io seek arrangements within the framework of the
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G.A.T.T. to deal with these needs individually as they 
arise. I would emphasize that no benefit is sought for 
the metropolitan country concerned. The benefit is 
intended for the colonial territories alone and I hope 
that other contracting parties will aid us in finding a 
solution to the problem.

“ Fourthly, with regard to organization. All of us 
here, if I may be allowed to say so, Mr. Chairman, admire 
the work of the G.A.T.T. secretariat, and I would like 
to pay a tribute to the way in which that organization 
has worked. We do not wish to see it develop into some 
mammoth international organization. It has worked 
well as a small group with a small staff of some thirty 
people, and I hope it will continue on broadly the same 
lines. Some developments may, however, be desirable. 
It is essential that effective working relationships 
between the contracting parties and the International 
Monetary Fund should be developed. It is important 
that representatives of the International Monetary Fund 
should be closely associated with the contracting parties 
in reviewing these matters, and we would support any 
small organizational changes to bring this about.

“ One word as to the scope of the agreement. The 
United Kingdom would favour the inclusion in the 
G.A.T.T. of a provision enabling the contracting parties 
to extend the scope of their activities. In this connexion 
we would suggest a study of the possibility of a supple­
mentary agreement on commodity policy.

Quota Restrictions
“ I come now, Mr. Chairman, to what is, I think, 

the heart of the matter. The question of quota restric­
tions. The United Kingdom Government attach the 
highest importance to preserving unchanged the pro­
visions of Article XI. It is basic to the objectives of 
the Agreement that these rules governing and limiting 
the use of quota restriction should be re-approved and 
strictly observed by all contracting parties. Quota 
restrictions for balance of payments purposes are 
permitted by Article XII, and in existing circumstances 
we regard the present provisions of that Article as 
adequate.

“ But we must look ahead. In conditions of con­
vertibility it would in our view be essential to tighten 
the rules. The United Kingdom Government consider 
it to be of the greatest importance that in those con­
ditions restrictions imposed and maintained for balance 
of payments reasons are fully justified and are not 
retained longer than strictly necessary. We propose, 
therefore, that the principles of Article XII should be 
reinforced in two ways. First, that all restrictions 
imposed under this Article should be subject to the 
approval of the contracting parties immediately after­
wards, and, secondly, that the extension of such restric­
tions beyond one year should be subject to prior approval 
and in any event limited except for under-developed 
countries to a time-limit of one extra year. I emphasize 
that this tightening of the rules is relevant to conditions 
of convertibility. In such conditions, too, we must have 
fair and adequate arrangements whereby it would be 
in the last resort possible to organize trade discrimina­
tion against a country whose currency is found to be 
scarce. The United Kingdom would, accordingly 
suggest widening Article XIV 5 (a) to permit thé 
imposition of discriminatory trade restrictions where a 

general scarcity of currency is found to exist under 
Section 1 of Article VII of the rules of the International 
Monetary Fund. In other words, what we are seeking 
to do in conditions of convertibility is to strengthen the 
rules about quotas but also to facilitate action in the 
trade field if an important currency becomes really 
scarce.

United Kingdom Ready to Take Risks
“ These in brief are our principal proposals. They 

will, of course, be fully elaborated in later discussions. 
I would only say this at this stage, that our policy of 
tighter trade rules and in particular what we propose 
for quantitative restrictions involves us in risks. We 
have given long and anxious thought to these problems. 
The United Kingdom is prepared to take these risks, 
but we cannot take them alone. Others must move 
with us. We appreciate the difficulties of many govern­
ments in removing agricultural quotas. We ourselves 
have similar problems with our own agricultural pro­
ducers. There is, I suppose, not a country here that is 
not under pressure to take some step to protect some 
industry in a manner inconsistent with the G.A.T.T. 
But if we attempt to legitimize any breach of the agree­
ment, extant or intended, we shall create great difficulties 
for all. Always at any time there must be a number of 
countries faced with problems of this kind, but we would 
do better to seek their reduction and elimination rather 
than to torture the agreement in order to accommodate 
them. We should be trying to stop the gaps rather than 
to open loopholes. If we start along that road, whether 
we do it by substantive amendment or by procedural 
arrangement, we should find ourselves on a very slippery 
path. The exceptions will not be limited to one country 
or to one commodity, and any country which starts us 
on this path will bear a very heavy burden of responsi­
bility.

“ Lastly, as to tariffs, the sooner we can get into a 
position where tariff negotiations are possible the better, 
but they must be international negotiations. They 
must include the United States of America with the 
freedom that only new legislation can afford them. We 
cannot in the United Kingdom negotiate in groups. 
Our trade covers the world, and our negotiations must 
cover the world.”

Question in the Commons
In the House of Commons on November 4th Mr. Niall 

Macpherson asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
which colonies had sent representatives to attend the 
ninth session of the contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at Geneva ’ and 
which colonies were asked to send representatives 
to the Commonwealth discussions held shortly before 
the negotiations on the General Agreement on Tariffs 
an~ Trade, which was at the time in progress ; and 
which colonies were represented by officials and non- 
officials, respectively, at those discussions.
„ /ini a* w^t^n answer, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated: 

Colonial Governments were invited to send repre­
sentatives both to the Commonwealth meeting and to 
t j review session of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade at Geneva.

The colonial delegation to the Commonwealth
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meeting included two Ministers, with advisers, from the 
West Indian colonies and officials representing the East 
African Territories, Nigeria and the Gold Coast, Malta 
and Cyprus.

“ The interests of the colonial territories will be 
represented at Geneva by the United Kingdom delega­
tion, which will include senior officials of my department. 
No colonial government has yet arranged to send a 
representative to Geneva, but I do not exclude the 
possibility of special invitations to assist the United 
Kingdom delegation when matters of particular interest 
to the colonial territories are under discussion.”

Action in the Caribbean
There is evidence of a lively awareness in the British 

Caribbean colonies of the critical nature of the present 
discussions at Geneva. Throughout the area, legisla­
tures, chambers of commerce, agricultural societies and 
other organizations have passed the following resolu­
tion :—

Whereas it is the declared intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom to achieve the 
greatest possible degree of competition in world 
trade ;

And whereas the primary exports of the British 
Caribbean colonies cannot survive under such a 
policy when the markets of the world have been 
closed to them as the result of past United Kingdom 
action in regard to trade within the Commonwealth ;

And whereas it was the United Kingdom which 
originally established the economy of the British West 
Indies for its own ends ;

And whereas successive British Governments have 
encouraged and insisted on the production of new 
crops which are now grown ;

And whereas the growing populations of the British 
West Indies cannot support even their present 
minimum standards of living without markets and 
remunerative prices for such primary exports ,

And whereas there are daily growing dismay 
anxiety, lack of confidence and fear of the stated 
policy of Her Majesty’s Government ;

Be it hereby urgently and earnestly resolved :
(D that Her Majesty’s Government should have 

freedom under G.A.T.T., in its absolute discretion 
and subject only to report, not to treat the 
commodities which form the social and economic 
foundation of the dependent territories of the 
United Kingdom on all fours with international 
trade • that is to say, there should be freedom to 
make special protective arrangements “ nec^swy 
by means of effective preferences, q^ntatatwe 
restrictions, long term contracts, or subsidies, 
whichever may be the most appropriate and

(2) that Her Majesty’s Government should publicly 
and specifically announce this policy.

Guiana, to be Puisne Judge of t S^p wms was born 
Windward and Leeward Island . British Guiana,
in 1899 and educated at Queen s College, 
He was called to the Bar of the Inner Temple in 192».

U.K. Sugar Supplies

New Home Beet Factory Scheme Rejected
TVTr. Heathcoat Amory, Minister of Food, made the 

following statement in the House of Commons on 
November 24th, in reply to a question by Mr. Hurd :

“ I have now completed consideration of the evidence 
which the National Farmers’ Union and other interested 
bodies submitted at the Government’s request, on the 
proposed erection of a sugar-beet factory somewhere 
in the south of England.

“In so far as such a factory enabled the acreage of 
sugar beet to be increased in the southern counties, it 
would be a welcome assistance to the crop husbandry 
of farms there. But the savings in operating and 
transport costs it would produce for the British Sugar 
Corporation would be far from sufficient to balance the 
capital charges the Corporation would have to incur in 
raising the £3,000,000 it would cost to build.

“ Moreover, the Government could not at present 
contemplate an increase in the sugar beet acreage. 
Home consumption of sugar will normally be covered by 
home production and imports from countries in the 
Commonwealth, whose economies are in many cases 
based almost entirely on sugar exports. Any further 
increase in the home acreage would, therefore, displace 
imports which the Commonwealth has been encouraged 
to produce under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. 
The cost of home produced sugar would be of the order 
of £10 a ton more than the sugar that it would displace. 
In this connexion it must be remembered that estimated 
production from the existing acreage in this country 
has increased by nearly 50 per cent in a normal year 
over the past five years.

“ I have, therefore, reluctantly come to the con­
clusion that for these reasons the erection of a new 
factory there cannot in existing circumstances be 
iustified. It is, however, intended to continue to use 
the county quota system to ensure that beet- growers m 
the south may retain or even in some counties slightly 
increase their existing share of factory ^P^1^ f

“ I am placing in the library a fuller statement of 
the reasons for this conclusion.

Annual subscriptions to the West India Com 
mittee become due on January 1st. Will those 
members—other than life members and those pay- 
SX banker’s order-who have not sent a remit­
tance7kindly do so now and thus relieve the hon 
treasurers of the work and expense of sending out 
reminder notices. Payments c“ ^through 
to 40, Norfolk Street, London W.C.2, or «rough 
anv of the branches of Barclays Bank D.C.O 
The Royal Bank of Canada, The Canadian Bank 
of Commerce, The Bank of Nova Scotia and The 

Bank of Bermuda.
Any individual member J^a

compounding his, or her, annual subscription by 

a single payment of £18 18s.
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The Queen’s Speech

G.A.T.T., C.D. & W. and Sugar
^hree of the items in the Gracious Speech from the 

Throne on the occasion of the opening of Parliament 
were of particular interest to the British West Indies.

The first,
“ In company with other Governments of the Commonwealth, 

My Government are taking part in the present review of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. In this and other 
ways My Government will seek to maintain the advance towards 
a freer system of trade and payments, and to extend the markets 
for our exports.”
was debated in the House of Lords on December 1st. 
The debate ranged over a considerable diversity of 
matters affected by G.A.T.T., with various references to 
their relation to the Commonwealth in general and on 
occasion to the British West Indies in particular.

Lord Lucas of Chilworth believed “ that any attempt 
to increase preferences or to alter the major principles 
of G.A.T.T. would split the Commonwealth from top 
to bottom.”

Lord Balfour of Inchrye saw signs that the “ pro- 
G.A.T.T. Commonwealth bloc ” was not so solid as it had 
been a few months before, and said that “ Britain’s 
duty, I would remind your Lordships, is not only to the 
Dominions but to our Colonial Empire as well; and we 
have peculiar needs to safeguard the basic and primary 
industries of our colonies, and particularly the West 
Indies. I know that at Geneva we are trying to do 
this.’’ After a reference to the statement made by the 
President of the Board of Trade at Geneva on November 
8th*, he continued : “ My hope is that at Geneva our 
determination will be such that, at any and every cost, 
we shall be able to fulfil our duties to our Colonial 
peoples and enable them to have that degree of economic 
prosperity which I believe a rigid G.A.T.T. would deny 
them, but which a G.A.T.T. employed in the way I 
hope the President of the Board of Trade means would 
enable us to carry out.”

Lord Tweedsmuir pleaded for a bipartisan colonial 
policy a vital need m view of “ this light of publicity 
that plays on these territories, without any remission ” 
and now that the affairs of the colonies are “ so hitched 
to world politics or world economics that if a man is to 
be the Governor of a territory he must have some 
working knowledge of both.”

The Earl of Mansfield said : “ Whatever may be the 
merits or demerits of G.A.T.T. it is absolutely necessary 
that we should continue to take from the West Indies 
these products of their soil, their sole method of raisins 
revenue products for which we are their best customer 
May I also remind noble Lords that to the best of their 
limited resources the West Indians are excellent 
customers of ours.”

°n December 3rd, the fourth day of the debate on 
the Queen s Speech in the House of Commons, Mr 
James Griffiths referred to Her Majesty’s statement that •

My Ministers will promote the development of the Colonial 
Empire and for this purpose will prolong the Colonial ment and Welfare Aets^and increase the“

Mr. Griffiths hoped that in the new Bill 
wouId be made on more generous lines than in

* See page 321. “ ~ 

provision 
the past,

and suggested that the relationship between the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund and the Colonial 
Development Corporation should be reconsidered, 
and that the two bodies should work together in closer 
association and share the responsibilities, on the ground 
that the best use was not being made of the funds 
available, through the two separate agencies. He 
suggested a conference of representatives of colonial 
governments to discuss the future of their respective 
development schemes and work out priorities, the 
foremost of which was increased food production, 
with education as a second priority, and improved 
communications and the provision of power the third.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. A. Lennox- 
Boyd, reviewed the allocation of expenditure on colonial 
development, which was now running at about 
£110,000,000 a year. While the importance of C.D. & W. 
money varied according to the situation of the individual 
colony, and was allocated in varying priorities, it had 
always been the hope that the bulk of the money should 
go to that economic development which would promote 
the future resources of the countries concerned. He had 
not hitherto seen any signs of failure by C.D. & W. and 
C.D.C. to co-operate where co-operation was desirable, 
but there was nothing rigid or inflexible about the 
existing organization, and he would look at Mr. Griffiths’s 
suggestion for reconsideration of the relationship 
between them with a new and fresh mind.
<t “We must never forget,” said the Secretary of State, 

how much the development of all colonial territories 
depends upon the prices which the territories receive 
for the staple products which they grow. We are not 
masters in that house. No single nation is master in 
that house. We are all dependent territories in the 
sense that we cannot completely control fluctuations 
in world supply and world demand.”

Mr. H. A. Marquand referred to a third item in the 
Queen’s Speech :

“ A Bill will be laid before you to enable My Government to 
carry out their obligations under the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement, whilst bringing to an end the present system of 
State trading in sugar.”

Though he did not agree with the proposal to bring 
to an end State trading in sugar, he welcomed the fact 
that the Government were determined to see that the 
colonies did not suffer. This was particularly im­
portant for the welfare of certain territories in the 
Caribbean. The abandonment of State trading in 
cotton might have very serious repercussions on some of 
the colonies ; the example of the abandonment of State 
trading m essential oils was also an unhappy one 
with injurious effects on the colony of Dominica in 
particular.

British Caribbean Federation

Press telegrams dispatched from Port-of-Spain on 
reP°rt that the Trinidad andPTobago 

S ac“pted the London plan for British
by 15 VOtes to six- subject to the 

andmter-colonial conference on immigration 
Irft tn the Site for a federal capital being
like1vtUhe Federal Government. It is considered 
Year Sn a t0 take Place early in the New
ment aid Welfare Y ComPtroller for Develop-



December, 1954 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 325

Colonial Immigrants into Britain
-------- f--------  

Discussion in the House of Commons

ON November 5th, in a short adjournment debate 
at the House of Commons, Mr. John Hynd raised 
the question of immigration from the colonies into 

the United Kingdom. There were now, he said, approxi­
mately 11,000 to 12,000 coloured immigrants entering 
the country every year. In the current year 8,000 had 
already arrived, and a further 3,000 were expected 
before the end of December.

Though Africa, Pakistan and other territories were 
concerned, the main concern was the influx of Jamaicans, 
of whom on one day recently no less than 700 embarked 
for this country without, so far as he knew, any prospects 
of work, of housing accommodation or anything else. 
These people were emigrating from Jamaica because of 
over-population and unemployment there, to this 
country where there was full employment—indeed, a 
shortage of labour in some cases—and a social security 
system, and the argument generally advanced was that 
if they could not get employment in their own country 
they were entitled, as British citizens, and in view of the 
situation in the United Kingdom, to come here. No one 
would dispute that argument, but there wrere several 
hundred millions of British subjects of different races 
and colours in various parts of the world, and it would 
not be possible to accept the implications of that 
argument if the problem got out of hand.

Problems Created by Immigration
Because of the fact that the conditions obtaining in 

Jamaica and elsewhere had been developed under 
British rule and control, it was not enough merely to 
suggest that the conditions obtaining in a particular 
territory should be accepted by those who lived there. 
There was, however, the technical question vis-a-vts the 
many hundreds of millions of British citizens spread 
throughout the world, as to whether or not there should 
be some kind of control or regulation over their rate of 
influx into the United Kingdom, in the interests of the 
immigrants and potential immigrants themselves

A proper approach to this question demanded an 
appreciation of the main problems created by this

First there was the question of employment. Here, 
I must’say,” said Mr. Hynd, ” that I have no evidence 
whatever that there exists any colour bar or any colon 
prejudice in the factories of this country I could 
certainly say that in respect of Sheffield, but there 
certainly a hesitation on the part of some■ empioye^ 
and on the part of some workers to accePt 
misgivings the necessity for large

hot and cold conditions, and wer® . employ such 
Hesitation on the part of an emp' °- conditions, was 
men, instead of local men used to the conditions, 

understandable, and no question of a colour bar came 
into it.

Then there was the problem of housing. In practically 
all the great communities the allocation of council 
houses for letting was done on a basis of a period of 
residence and a period of registration. It was inevitable 
that immigrants would have a very slender chance of 
getting a house in those conditions, and again it was not 
a question of the colour bar. The alternatives were 
those of buying a house—possible only to those who could 
raise the money—or of being exploited by those—who 
included some of their own co-nationals—who had 
opened temporary hostels in what were in many cases 
condemned houses.

There were also “ the social questions which have 
nothing to do with colour, but are questions associated 
with any large settlement of virile young men removed 
from all social restraints, family religions and others, 
in a foreign country, where they require relaxation, 
association with their own and the opposite sex and 
where, having lost all the restraints and restrictions 
which apply to them in their own family and religious 
circles, they are inclined to get into trouble.”

Mr. Hynd suggested that the Colonial Office should 
establish^ in the colonies, a system for giving advice 
and guidance to would-be emigrants before leaving 
their own territory, whereby they could be encouraged 
or discouraged according to their suitability for the type 
of work available. There should be similar advice and 
guidance staffs at the United Kingdom ports, to assist 
in the dispersal of immigrants by the Ministry of Labour 
to the right places and jobs, and official as well as 
voluntary activities to help the immigrants to settle 
into the community and to prevent segregation. There 
should be colonial welfare officers to ensure that the 
immigrants were not exploited and to assist them in 
regard to housing, work, education and social amenities, 
while the local organizations already helping in this 
way should be encouraged.

Demand for Public Inquiry
In conclusion, Mr. Hynd made it clear that in his 

opinion there was no great problem at the present time. 
He was anticipating a difficulty which would anse m 
the event of a recession in employment m the Lmtea 
Kingdom. In Sheffield to-day were many thousands of 
colonial immigrants. They were all employed and 
were settling in. They were intermarrying, were 
accepted by the families of the girls they married, and 
were dispersed throughout the community. In the 
event of a recession in employment, however these 
people would probably in most cases be the first to 
lose their jobs, not because of any colour bar but 
because of the principle generally applied by trade 
union agreements “Last in, first out." Should tha 
happen the question of the colour bar would be raised 
S and Mr. Hynd asked for a statement of the con­
crete ’ positive plans the Government might have in 
mind for dealing with the implications of such a situa-
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tion, and alternatively, for a public inquiry into the 
matter.

Minister of State’s Reply
In replying to Mr. Hynd, the Minister of State for 

Colonial Affairs, Mr. Henry Hopkinson, acknowledged 
the public interest and concern which the problem has 
aroused. As the law stands, any British subject pro­
ducing satisfactory evidence of his British status is 
free to enter the United Kingdom at any time. In a 
world in which restrictions on personal movements and 
immigration had increased the British still took pride 
in the fact that a man can say civis Britannicus sum 
whatever his colour may be, and in the fact of his being 
able to, and wanting to, come to the Mother country.

As Mr. Hynd had said, it might be that the Govern­
ment might find themselves forced into the position of 
introducing a measure of control over immigration, but 
this was a matter which concerned not only the United 
Kingdom and affected not only the colonies. It 
affected the whole Commonwealth, raised all sorts of 
difficult questions and involved legislation, being, 
therefore, a matter the Minister could not properlv 
discuss that day.

There was no detailed information about the number 
of immigrants involved up to June, 1951. Since then 
statistics showed that in 1952 and 1953 the number of 
West Indian immigrants was roughly equal, at slightly 
over 3,000. It had now jumped, as Mr. Hynd had 
said, to 8,000 in the first nine or 10 months of this 
year. This was not to be attributed to deterioration in 
conditions in Jamaica or the West Indies. On the 
contrary, conditions there were improving as a result of 
development and other factors. It was largely due to 
the additional transport facilities that had been made 
available simply because there was the demand for 
them. The immigrants either landed in the United 
Kingdom with addresses to which they could go or 
were met by friends or relations who took them to the 
nearest employment exchange at the first opportunity. 
In addition, there was a welfare officer, appointed by the 
Jamaican government, who met every ship. He and 
his assistants advised people on the best way to reach 
their destinations and how to contact the nearest employ- 
ment exchange. They directed those who had no 
definite plans to places where they stood the best chance 
°Once there> the immigrants registered 
with the employment exchange and the matter became 
one for the Ministry of Labour, but at the same time 
the Colonial Office always remained ready to help any 
person who was transferring to a job in a different region 
and, m particular, where the normal facilities for 
obtaining accommodation were not open to him.

At present the shortage of suitable housing was the 
most important social problem arising out of the influx 
The shortage of housing was a national problem, but 
^le A1- ,true that in certain areas local housing 
difficulties had been aggravated by the advent of large 
numbers of newcomers, he was sure, after looking into 
the matter, that overcrowding by Jamaicans had not 
been used to enable other Jamaicans to jump the 
housing queue. In the long run the problem could 
only be solved by building more houses, and the Ministry 
oi Housing and Local Government was very much alive 
to the question.

Generally speaking, the employment of these immi­

grants did not at present constitute a serious problem. 
A very large proportion was unskilled labour, but 
some progress was being made in providing oppor­
tunities for entry into skilled and semi-skilled jobs. 
The Birmingham City Transport undertaking now had 
250 coloured conductors giving satisfactory service, and 
an employment exchange in the Midlands had placed 
trainee polishers, trainee hot-press operators, carpenters 
and engineering machinists. Even in the London area, 
where the main impact of the arrival of the immigrants 
had been felt, the position was well under control. 
While agreeing with Mr. Hynd that in the case of a 
recession in employment the principle of last in first 
out would tend to apply, he felt that in existing circum­
stances the subject was academic.

The principal cities where the immigrants had settled 
had displayed an active interest in their welfare and had 
taken steps to help the processes of assimilation, while 
such voluntary bodies as the National Council of Social 
Service and the British Council of Churches had also 
helped. Educational facilities were being provided to 
help in the process of adjustment, and Mr. Hopkinson 
instanced the example of Birmingham and Manchester, 
where the city councils had set up evening institutes to 
cater for the special requirements of the immigrants.

The question of setting up a committee to review 
the problem was already being considered by his Depart­
ment and the other Departments concerned. They 
were not at the moment in a position to make a state­
ment, but it was their intention to do so as soon as 
they had been able to go into all those intricate problems, 
involving the possibility of legislation, if that was 
thought necessary, to impose some measure of regulation 
or control upon the flow of immigrants. There were 
other complicated questions involving their living con­
ditions once they arrived in this country.

At this juncture Sir Edward Keeling asked if Members 
might have an assurance that the statement about that 
committee would be made before the House adjourned 
for Christmas, to which Mr. Hopkinson replied : “I 
cannot give any assurance on that point this afternoon. 
In case hon. Members may think that we are merely 
giving this what is described as ‘ active ’ consideration, 
1 would explain that it is far more than that. We are 
very well aware of the importance of the problem, of its 
urgency and of the deep concern which it causes in 
many parts of the country and we are determined to 
press on with our work and to see that a satisfactory 
solution is evolved.”

Social Assistance in Trinidad and Tobago

^^e fT?—rjP°rI. °f the Social Assistance Depart- 
S 11 T d and f0r.1953 Sives Particulars 
this organizations which now participate in
this work m the colony. r

t0-tal exPenditure on public assistance and old 
afX“?^ ®2-140’433

Pensioners in the colony rose,
in™ tO 19S3’ frOm 16>809 to 19.053,

n increase of 13.3 per cent. Payments to old a^e 
to^so^n™^ the Same Period’ rose froiu $922,790 
to $>1,528,850, an increase of 65.6 per cent.
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Blindness in the Caribbean

Appeal Target Not Yet Reached
J?eaders of the Circular will remember the moving 

article on blindness in the British West Indian 
colonies which Mr. John F. Wilson, Director of the 
British Empire Society for the Blind, contributed to the 
September issue.

The appeal fund to which he referred was duly 
launched in the United Kingdom by a committee 
under the chairmanship of Mr. J. M. Campbell, and at 
the time of going to press over £19,000 has been sub­
scribed. Another £1,000 is required to reach the target 
and the committee hope that those firms and individuals 
with trading interests in the Caribbean who have not 
yet subscribed will endeavour to do so before the end 
of the current year.

Donations should be sent to the British Empire 
Society for the Blind—marked British West Indian 
Campaign Against Blindness—at 121, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.l.

¿2,545 9s. 3d.—Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd.
¿1,909 Is. 6d.—West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd.
¿1,272 14s. 4d.—Caroni Ltd., L. Rose & Co., Ltd., Ste. 

Madeleine Sugar Co., Ltd., United Molasses Co., Ltd., Anonymous 
(one).

¿636 7s. 2d.—Henckell Du Buisson & Co., Ltd., United Rum 
Merchants Ltd.

¿509 16s. 8d.—Antigua Sugar Factory Ltd., Grays Inn 
(Jamaica) Central Factory Ltd., St. Kitts (Basse Terre) Sugar 
Factory Ltd.

¿318 3s. 7d.—Antony Gibbs & Sons (Insurance) Ltd., A. & W. 
Smith & Co., Ltd., Trinidad Sugar Estates Ltd.

¿267 5s. 8d.—Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields Ltd.
¿262 10s. Od.—The Distillers Co., Ltd.
¿250 0s. Od.__C. Czarnikow Ltd., Northern Aluminium Co., 

Ltd. (on behalf of the Aluminium Ltd. Group of Companies).
¿200 0s Od.—Cadbury Bros., Ltd., Tate & Lyle Ltd.
¿133 12s. 10d.—S. & S. Services Ltd., Anonymous (one).
¿127 9s. 2d.—Demerara Co., Ltd., Thomson Hankey &

¿105 0s. Od.—E. A. de Pass & Co., Ltd., Low & Bonar Ltd., 
Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. s r t+h

¿100 0s. Od.—S. Davson & Co., Ltd., J. V. Drake & Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow Steel Roofing Co., Ltd., United British Oilfields of 

Trinidad Ltd.
¿63 14s. 7d.—Anonymous (one).
¿52 10s. 0d.—Gillette Industries Ltd., Anonymous (one).
¿50 0s. 0d.—Geo. Fletcher & Co., Ltd., Komnklijke Neder- 

landsche Stoomboot-Maatschappij N.V.
/31 in= Od —Gourock Ropework Co., Eta.
?28 14s 4d -F J. Callaghan & Co., W. H. Watkins.
426 5s M-British Union Oil Co., Ltd., Holland & Hannen 

& Cubitts Ltd., John Mowlem & Co Ltd Anonymous gne)
¿25 0s. 0d.—Thos. Broadbent & Sons Ltd., W. & A G^b y 

Itd Maior H P. Holt, Johnson & Phillips Ltd., Lazard Eros. 
& C^ Ltd E. D. & F. Man, J. & W. Nicholson & Co., Ltd., 

“os^Od -R Anderson & Co. (Advertising) Ltd., Higgs &

Blyth, Greene & Jourdain &
¿10 10s. 0d v . a Ltd> British & Forelgn Wharf 

Co.’, Ltd.,’ British Paints Ltd J- Burnes^ Sons Ltd.^ 

SSÄ ?o.ATÄ Henry Hlead & Co L^ Chas. 

Howson & Co., Ltd., Henry Langridge & c Pacific
Co., Ltd., Moss Hutchinson Line Ltd., Arthur^ 
Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., y ’ T . , Seager Evans & 
Co. (Bootle) Ltd., Ro wett, t £td H. Widdop & Co.,
Co., Ltd., Telephone & General Trust Ltd., n.
Ltd., Anonymous (two). # Co Ltd., Matheson &

¿10 0s. Od.-Bradbury Rehouses Ltd .Anonymous (one). 
Co., Metropolitan Bonded Warehouses ,

¿6 6s. 0d.—Caribbean Lodge, No. 482b.

¿6 0s. Od.—J. Nash.
¿5 5s. Od.—Avern & Bucknall (Corks) Ltd., A. E. Bromfield, 

Castle Firebrick Co., Ltd., Dorland (City) Ltd., Frame & Co., 
Ltd., William Grant & Co., Ltd., D. Q. Henriques & Co., Ltd., 
William Irving & Co., Ltd., Liverpool Screw Towing & Lighter­
age Co., Ltd., Lloyd Duncan & Co., Ltd., B. B. Mason & Co., Ltd., 
Measuring & Scientific Equipment Ltd., Oughtred & Harrison 
Ltd., Potash Ltd., Prentice Service & Henderson, Previte & 
Co., Ltd., Ramsden Lankaster & Co., Ltd., Reckitt & Coleman 
Ltd., Guy Rogers Ltd., J. E. Sharrock & Co., Ltd., John Thomp­
son Water Tube Boilers Ltd., Yarwood & Sons Ltd., Anony­
mous (four).

¿5 0s. Od.—British Fish Curing Co., Ltd., C. W. Matthewman, 
Walters’ Palm Toffee Ltd., C. E. Woodward, Anonymous (one).

¿4 5s. Od.—Staff of Booker Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd.
¿4 0s. Od.—Collection by Passengers, Officers and Crew of the 

s.s. Arakaka.
¿3 3s. Od.—-J. F. S. Borden, Greenshields, Cowie & Co., Ltd., 

F. R. Marshall, J. Meakin, C. G. Perry, Anonymous (one).
¿2 2s. Od.—P. W. Bailes, Dollond & Aitchison Ltd., Fairmile 

Construction Co., Ltd., H. R. Guy, Geo. Hamlett & Sons, Ltd., 
H. K. Harrison, J. Perkins & Son, Ripley & Co., Ltd., C. L. 
Snelton, Chas. & W. H. Taylor Ltd., L. M. West, Anonymous 
(three).

¿2 0s. Od.—C. W. Nurrish, C. E. Tickner.
¿1 Is. Od.—T. W. A. Baty, Samuel Jones & Co., Ltd., W. M. 

Kelly, B. Lewis (Pioneer Works) Ltd., D. Matthews & Son Ltd., 
Mence & Moore, William Potter Ltd., D. J. Scott & Co., W. H. 
Singleton, B. E. Todd, West Indian Produce Association, 
Winstanley & Lambert Ltd., J. C. Witham.

¿1 0s. Od.—Mrs. Dawson, A. A. Tibbetts, Anonymous (two).
15s. Od.—Anonymous (two).
¿214 18s. 9d.—Seventy-two Individual Anonymous Sub­

scriptions.

The Trinidad Petroleum Co., Ltd., and Barclays Bank D.C.O. 
already contribute covenant subscriptions to the central funds 
of the British Empire Society for the Blind.

[Most of the larger subscriptions in the above list have been madt 
under deed of covenant and represent a gross sum.]

Major Stephen Clarke

It is with great regret that we have to announce the 
death, in London, on December 4th, of Major Stephen 

Trevisa Sale Clarke, M.C., a director of Thomson Hankey 
& Co., Ltd., and a member, since 1947, of the executive 
of the West India Committee.

Born in Sunderland in August, 1895, he was educated 
at Cordwalles and Tonbridge. On the outbreak of the 
1914-18 war he joined the Cheshire Regiment and some 
months later transferred to the Grenadier Guards. He 
served first in Gallipoli and then in France where he was 
awarded the Military Cross.

From 1919 to 1925 he served with a shipbuilding 
firm in Belfast, and in the latter year came to London 
to take up an appointment with Thomson Hankey & 
Co. then in Mincing Lane. He was made a partner in 
1928 and became a director when the firm became a 
limited company. ,

Soon after the outbreak of the 1939-45 war he rejoined 
the Grenadier Guards and was invalided in 1944, when 
he returned to business. . .

Maior Clarke, who was unmarried, had a wide circle 
of friends in, and connected with the West Indies, and 
some years ago visited both Jamaica and Grenada.

The St Vincent Package Tax (Amendment) Ordinance, 
1954, exempts from package tax planting material and 
goods on which no customs duty is payable or for which 
exemption from payment of such duty has been granted.
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West Indian Citrus Industry

The Mission’s Terms of Reference
^he names of the chairman and members of the 

fact-finding mission on citrus, now in the West 
Indies, were published on page 292 of the Circular 
for November.

Shortly before these names had been announced, the 
Colonial Office issued the following Press notice which 
outlined the events leading up to the appointment of 
the mission :—

“ The citrus delegation from the West Indies Regional 
Economic Committee has concluded its visit to the 
United Kingdom. The delegation held discussions 
with the Secretary of State for the Colonies and officials 
of the Colonial Office.

“ The talks gave Mr. Lennox-Boyd the opportunity 
of acquainting himself with the latest developments 
affecting the citrus industry in the West Indies. The 
Secretary of State reaffirmed the assurances given to 
the West Indies in the Press announcements of June 
5th and 18th last. In particular, he repeated the 
assurance that while it would not be possible to guarantee 
a market in the United Kingdom for the whole of West 
Indian export crops, Her Majesty’s Government in 
recognition of their responsibility for the development 
and welfare of the colonial territories, were determined 
to do everything practicable to promote the continued 
prosperity of West Indian agriculture which looks 
to the United Kingdom as its chief market. Further, 
the Secretary of State reaffirmed the undertakings also 
made in June that Her Majesty’s Government would 
examine, in consultation with the colonial governments 
concerned, the nature and extent of the risks facing the 
citrus industry of the West Indies and would formulate 
by June, 1955, any scheme of assistance necessary to 
safeguard it.

This undertaking referred to the longer term, but 
the Secretary of State expressed his full understanding 
of the anxiety m the West Indies lest the industry run 
into serious difficulties in the interim period between 
the easing of restrictions on the import of fruit juices 
into the United Kingdom and the completion of the 
examination of the industry’s future prospects. As at 
present advised Her Majesty’s Government do not 
believe that serious difficulties are likely to arise but 
if they do the Government will take effective action to 
safeguard the position. That does not mean that Her 
Majesty s Government accepts that the maintenance of 
export prices at their present level is necessary to meet 
any difficulties in which the producers may find them­
selves.
• The undertakings in respect of the industry both 
m, 'and in longer term raised problems 
which m the view of Her Majesty’s Government required 
iurther investigation on the spot. It was therefore 

fact-findmS mission should be sent to 
the West Indies to examine the present position and 
future prospects of the industry. The mission, which 
will include an agriculturalist, a cost-accountant and 

and iruit marketing, would leave 
for the West Indies very shortly and would be instructed 
to report by the end of the year. This would provide

ample time for the issues to be examined further in the 
light of the mission’s factual report and, after further 
consultation, Her Majesty’s Government to reach a 
conclusion not only on any scheme of long-term assist­
ance necessary to safeguard the industry well before 
next June, but on any scheme of short-term assistance 
which may be necessary before the present crop season 
ends. If any such short-term assistance is shown to be 
necessary, the scheme will of course provide that the 
growers obtain their fair share.

“ The terms of reference of the fact-finding mission 
will be :—

‘ To examine the present organisation and future 
plans and prospects of the West Indian citrus industry 
in the light of the general economic and agricultural 
circumstances of the West Indian colonies and in 
particular the costs of the industry in the field, 
factory, and marketing, including any likely change 
in these costs as a result of plans for expansion of the 
industry. The examination will cover citrus and 
citrus products, including citrus oils.’ ”

Rum Punch Competition

p^OR some years past the Sugar Manufacturers’ Associ­
ation (of Jamaica) Ltd., in conjunction with the 

United Kingdom Bartenders’ Guild, has held a cocktail 
competition in London, with the object of popularizing 
Jamaica rum. This year, however, the competition, 
which was held at the Hungaria Restaurant on December 
3rd, was devoted to rum punch and was divided into two 
classes, one for bartenders and the other for licensees.

The winner of Class I (Bartenders) was Mr. G. H. 
Cook, of the Queen’s Hydro Hotel, Blackpool, with his 
recipe “ M and M Punch,” which was as follows : One 
third gill rum, one sixth gill syrup de Cassis, one sixth gill 
syrup de citron ; add boiling water. Stir. One slice 
lemon. This is for one small tumbler, or for one drink 
only.

In Class II (licensees), the winner was Mr. R. W. Pitt, 
of the.Great Eastern Hotel, Great Yarmouth. His 
recipe “ Caribbean Jewel Punch ” was : One and a half 
measures Jamaica rum, one measure sherry, one quarter 
measure Maraschino, one quarter measure Curacao, 
one quarter measure blackcurrant cordial. Add two 
teaspoons sugar. Bring the ingredients to the boil, 
stirring gently. Decorate with slice lemon.

Is Your Friend a Member ?

t f<?m °f- aPPlication for membership of the West 
India Committee is enclosed with this issue.
meil^^^^ TUld get °n& friend’ who is not a 

oniber, to sign the form and return it, duly proposed 

at 4°' Street,
Commlttee would have its hands 

P°sition t0 increase the scope 
ot its work on behalf of the West Indian colonies. 
to^X^ Ieaiized that the Circular is sent 

poised out t 6 “d this fact should be
pointed out to candidates suitable for election.
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Trinidad Petroleum and Asphalt
--------------4--------------

Operations in 1953

rpHE administration report of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Petroleum Technologist for 1953* dis­
closes a substantial increase in drilling performance 

as compared with 1952, and a record production of 
crude oil.

Although the number of drilling rigs in operation (27) 
was one less than in the previous year, the total footage 
drilled was 917,894 feet—an average of 2,515 feet per 
day—against 736,535 feet at an average of 2,112 feet 
per day in 1952.

Two hundred and twenty-three new wells were started 
during the year, and 224 completed, against 187 and 182 
respectively in 1952. Thirteen wells were abandoned, 
against five in 1952.

Seismograph surveying and exploratory drilling were 
actively continued. Seismic surveys were carried out 
on land in Siparia, Moruga-Bouffe, Palo Seco and Erin, 
Ortoire, Charuma, Singuineau, Kapur Ridge, Mayaro, 
Guayaguayare and Mome Diable areas. In Siparia 
four companies participated—Trinidad Petroleum Devel­
opment Co., Ltd., United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
Ltd., Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., and Premier 
Consolidated Oilfields, Ltd. Trinidad Petroleum Devel­
opment Co., Ltd., operated in Moruga-Bouffe and, with 
part participation by Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., 
in the Palo Seco and Erin districts. The surveys m 
Ortoire were by United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
Ltd., in Charuma by Trinidad Northern Areas, Ltd., 
and in the remaining holdings by Trinidad Leaseholds, 
Ltd. The Canadian company, Dominion Oil Limited, 
continued seismic surveying of the Northern Basin, 
completed a detailed survey of the northern part of the 
Gulf of Paria and made a reconnaissance seismic survey 
of the marine area under licence to them off the East 
Coast. This company also made auger hole surveys 
over a wide area in the Northern Basin and Nanva 
districts and drilled test holes to obtain shallow structural 
information in the former district.

New Pipeline
After the discovery in 1952 of a productive patch in 

the Oligocene Herrera Sands at Balata Eastf 
were drilled in the area, three of ^hwh proved to be d jc 
As a result however, of comprehensive testing oi t e 
other wens,’ the construction of a 32-mile pipeline was 
considered justified and was commenced was

The total production of crude oil for th y 
22,345,923 barrels, a record for the 
SHsTSSO S.f PTb.“«W dally production per 

“Si “r S 

per day, but the average da y p x n 47 3 barrels 
195^e

. Co^of
Trinidad, «54. Pnce

$V£ee Circular, December, 1953, page 324. 

percentage of salt water in the total fluid produced 
maintained the upward trend, being 18.7 per cent 
against 17.2 per cent in 1952.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., made successful experi­
ments with gravel packing as a method of combating 
sand entry into wells, and gas injection experiments 
which are expected to mature successfully. A water 
flood project put into operation on the Guayaguayare 
beach field during the year had no noticeable effect, 
and preparations were being made to increase the 
injection rate.

Five refining permits were issued during the year, 
of which three were for small topping plants. Refinery 
input reached a new record of 37,446,038 barrels, an 
increase of nearly 4 per cent over 1952. Of this total 
9,754,461 barrels were processed by United British 
Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd., at Point Fortin and 
27,504,553 barrels by Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., at 
Point-a-Pierre. Brighton Terminal, Ltd., processed 
179,856 barrels and 7,168 barrels were treated in field 
topping plants.

Chemicals from Petroleum
In December, 1953, a new company, Trinidad Lease­

holds Chemicals, Ltd., was formed for the purpose of 
manufacturing petroleum chemicals. This subsidiary 
company rents and operates certain plants owned by 
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., two of which were specially 
constructed during the year. One of these latter is 
for the manufacture of granulated sulphur (for produc­
tion of sulphuric acid) ; the other for the manufacture 
of di-isobutylene (for the plastics industry). Another 
plant, originally constructed for the production of iso­
octane, was modified to produce propylene tetramer 
for use in the manufacture of soapless detergents. 
Initial shipments of all these products had been made 
by the end of the year.$

The two existing natural gasolene recovery plants 
continued in operation throughout the year, while the 
new oil absorption plant under construction by Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., at Forest Reserve § was completed m 
April 1953, and operated for the remainder of the year. 
The charcoal adsorption plant operated by Apex 
(Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., at Fyzabad, processed an 
average of 10,600,000 cubic feet per day with an average 
recovery of 1.06 gallons per thousand cubic feet treated 
and a total recovery of 117,008 barrels. The oil 
absorption plant at Santa Flora, with an average daily 
throughput of 11,500,000 cubic feet and an average 
recovery of 0.78 gallon per thousand cubic feet, 
recovered 93,501 barrels. That at Forest Reserve, 
from April to the end of the year, maintained an average 
daily throughput of 6,000,000 cubic feet per day and 
an average recovery of 0.73 gallon per thousand cubic 
feet, and recovered 34,493 barrels. Both the oil 
absorption plants were operated by Trinidad Lease-

I See Circular, March, 1954, page 65.
§ See Circular, December, 1953, page 324.



330 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR December, 1954

holds, Ltd. During the year the same company 
recovered 19,150 barrels of compression gasoline, 
independently of these plants, at Guayaguayare and 
Forest Reserve.

No major additions were made during the year to the 
main pipeline systems. Storage capacity totalled 
10,500,000 barrels at the end of the year.

Crude oil imported into the colony for refining and 
re-export was practically the same as in 1952, being 
16,696,300 barrels against 16,722,000 in the previous 
year. 142,895 barrels of Tucupita fuel oil were imported 
and processed mainly for flux oil used for conditioning 
Lake asphalt for export. Imports of Tucupita fuel oil 
for transhipment and bunkering were 2,435,139 barrels 
against 3,240,976 barrels in 1952. Exports of crude oil 
rose by 8.4 per cent from 1,843,995 barrels to 1,998,507 
barrels. Total exports of petroleum and its products 
(local crudes plus the refined products of both local and 
imported crudes) amounted to 36,220,888 barrels, an 
increase of 4.1 per cent on the 1952 figure of 34,778,000 
barrels.

Contributions to Revenue
Direct contributions made by the industry to the 

revenue of the colony amounted to $25,590,715, against 
$26,574,942 in 1952. This direct contribution was 
34.3 per cent of the total revenue of the colony. Other 
local disbursements totalled $53,993,792, an increase 
of 5.7 per cent over the previous year’s disbursements of 
$51,105,385.

Exports of petroleum and its products showed the 
following values :—

1952 Crude oil and products... 
Petroleum bitumen

$
170,532,239

4,958,271

175,490,510

1953 Crude oil and products ... 
Petroleum bitumen 188,255,575 

6,093,337

194,348,912

, Um and asPhalt and their products accounted 
tor 78.99 per cent of the colony’s exports in 1953, as is 
shown in the following table :__

Petroleum and its products*
Petroleum bitumen
Asphalt and its products ... 
Cocoa
Sugar, molasses and rum ...
Coconuts, coconut oil, etc.
Coffee
Bitters
Fresh fruits, fruit juices, etc. 
All others

Value
3

188,255,575 
6,093,337
4,103,319

11,720,936
27,167,495

799,175
1,840,509

681,238
3,704,123
6,892,492

Percentage 
of total.

74.93
2.43
1.63
4.66

10.81 
.32 
.73 
.27

1.48
2.74

251,258,199 100.00

t JrOdUCtl°? ™asphalt during the year was 143,342 
tons, against 170,595 tons in 1952 and 154,705 tons in

products are wholly for tho Jonocaf °ther 

1951. Exports consisted of 44,376 tons of dried asphalt 
and 44,406 tons of asphalt cement.

The oil produced, refined and exported since 1943 
is shown in the following table :—

Quantity of crude
Quantity of oil, refined oil
crude oil and petroleum

Production refined bitumen exported
barrels barrels barrels

1943 ... 21,385,000 21,086,000 16,000,000
1944 ... 21,635,000 22,498,000 19,781,000
1945 ... 21,093,000 23,170,000 20,723,000
1946 ... 20,233,000 22,713,000 20,687,000
1947 ... 20,520,000 25,281,000 23,092,000
1948 ... 20,110,000 27,074,000 26,552,000
1949 ... 20,617,000 29,617,000 29,745,000
1950 ... 20,632,000 29,813,000 29,150,000
1951 ... 20,843,000 35,160,000 34,359,000
1952 ... 21,258,000 36,041,000 34,778,000
1953 ... 22,346,000 37,446,000 36,220,000

Federation of Chambers of Commerce

Election of New Officers
the annual meeting of the Federation of Chambers 

of Commerce of the British Empire, held in London 
on November 25th, Lord Tweedsmuir was elected 
president in succession to Lord Burghley.

Mr. J. R. K. Tyre, of the London Chamber of Com­
merce, was elected chairman of the Council and Mr. H. 
Alan Walker, treasurer. Mr. Walker is the representa­
tive on the council of the Federation of the Trinidad 
Chamber of Commerce and the Jamaica Chamber of 
Commerce.

In concluding his address to the meeting, which he 
described as a farewell message, Lord Burghley said: 
“ How very satisfying it is to see that the Chamber of 
Commerce movement of the Commonwealth and Empire 
is flourishing so well. We have to play an increasingly 
important role in trading matters throughout the 
Commonwealth and Empire. When we meet together 
and reach decisions they are taken note of in high 
quarters.”

A Barbadian Sculptor

MRA Rupert Broodhagen, art master of 
Combermere School in Barbados, who in 1951 was 

awarded a British Council scholarship to Goldsmith’s 
College of Art in London, is made the subject of a special 
n ÎSSUe °f the F^al
published for the Colonial Office by the Central Office 
ot Information.

Mr Broodhagen, who before coming to the United 
ha?hdp°m ?1Ven evldence of much natural talent, 
has been studying mural design, portrait painting life 
Snf' SCulpture- hie modelling and life
in T onf ’ an + ,summer held a one-man exhibition 
of bk aÎ W1JlCh the dellcate and sensitive modelling 
ot his subjects attracted attention.
master1?! 1rtU1n t0 ®arhados he will continue as art 

and hopes to plan art courses 
n F^d aS; Vmcent" Grenada, St. Lucia, Barbados, 
Dominica, Antigua and St. Christopher and Nevis.
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Jamaica’s Banana Industry

Final Memorandum for Secretary of State
Jn the Circular for October we published a statement 

issued by the Colonial Office on September 21st 
regarding the representations made to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies by a delegation from the Jamaica 
Banana Board.

The departure for Jamaica of the leader of the 
delegation, Mr. R. F. Williams, was delayed until the 
beginning of November and before he left London he 
submitted, with the co-operation of Mr. Garnet Gordon, 
Trade Commissioner in London, a final memorandum 
for the consideration of the Secretary of State.

The memorandum, published in the Daily Gleaner of 
November 13th, is as follows :—

1. Under the United Nations Charter signed in June, 
1954, at San Francisco, article 73 (a) states :—

“ Members of the United Nations which have or 
assume responsibilities for the administration of 
territories whose peoples have not yet attained a full 
measure of self-government recognise the principle 
that the interests of the inhabitants of these territories 
are paramount, and accept as a sacred trust the 
obligation to promote to the utmost within the 
system of international peace and security established 
by the present Charter, the well-being of these 
territories . . .

to ensure with due respect for the culture of the 
peoples concerned, their political, economic, social 
and educational advancement, their just treatment, 
and their protection against abuses.”
2. The United Nations in implementing their Charter 

and with a view to strengthening and stabilizing inter­
national trade negotiated an international agreement 
known as G.A.T.T. at Geneva in October, 1947, which is 
subject to periodic review. One review is to commence 
in November, 1954, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
at the Conservative Party’s Conference at Blackpool, on 
October 4th, 1954, stated :—

“ Mv own view is that we should not de-gut 
G A T.T. but re-gut G.A.T.T. That is precisely what 
we are preparing to do, and a conference is going 
on in London with the Commonwealth representatives 
at the present time.

I thought I had better just mention the four mam 
points upon which we wish to make progress .
P First we propose to proceed with the examination 
of individual preferences, especially to. meet the pomt 

r • of Australia, which is worried, among otne 
thing™ about the way the Ottawa Agreement is 

" Second, we propose to Ihich
preferences today compared looking
they were put on, and see whether they need looKing 

at®,’ we propose to fight for adjustments to meet 
the specialised needs of the C°l°“esm ^th the 
[The fourth point was concerned mainly wnn

trade of Lancashire.—Ed.]
3. In view of the dangers^confronting^future 

the Jamaica Banana Indu y delegation from
this opportunity to review G.A.1.1. a ae g

Jamaica made representations to Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment resulting from which an announcement was made 
by the Secretary of State on June 5th, 1954, in which it 
is stated :—

“ It was made clear to the delegations that it would 
not be possible to guarantee a market in the United 
Kingdom for the whole of the West Indian export 
crops, but the Secretary of State gave an assurance 
to the delegates that Her Majesty’s Government, 
in recognition of their responsibility for the develop­
ment and welfare of the Colonial territories, were 
determined to do everything practicable to promote 
the continued prosperity of West Indian agriculture, 
which looks to the United Kingdom as the chief 
market.”

“Liable to Risks”
4. Further representations on the subject resulted in 

another announcement by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on June 18th, 1954, in which it is stated :—

“ The discussions revealed that the banana and citrus 
industries of the West Indies were liable to risks in 
the longer term which would not be met by the 
immediate arrangements described above. Apart 
from consideration of the representations by the 
West Indian Delegations on tariffs and subsidised 
competition, to which reference was made in the 
‘ earlier announcement,’ Her Majesty’s Government 
undertook to proceed forthwith, in consultation with 
the Colonial governments concerned, to examine the 
nature and extent of these risks and to formulate 
within the next twelve months any scheme of assist­
ance necessary to safeguard these industries.
5. Further representations on behalf of the Banana 

industry of the British West Indies have been made in 
September and October, 1954, and the dangers facing the 
industry have been established. It now rests with 
Her Majesty’s Government to consider and decide the 
nature and extent of the safeguards to be provided.

6. To summarize the position :—
(a) An important objective of the United Nations 

Charter is to raise the standards of living and 
create economic stability in the sub-standard and 
depressed territories of the world ;

(b) A basic principle of the G.A.T.T. is to implement 
this objective and expand world trade by levelling 
excessive trade barriers and excessive protection 
or subsidization of trades between individual
territories;
In order to establish this ideal state, it is necessary 
that Her Majesty’s Government should be free 
to accord such protection considered appropriate 
to the primary products on which depends the 
economic stability of any of her dependent 
overseas territories, at least up to that extent as is 
accorded by any other major metropolitan world 
power (which is a signatory to G.A.T.T.), to the 
primary products of any of its dependent overseas 
territones on which their economic stability

depends.
7 It is hoped that in heeding the sound accepted 

principles contained in the United Nations Charter 
of Tune 1945 in the Statement of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in October, 1954, and the announcements
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of the Secretary of State in June, 1954, Her Majesty’s 
Government will take early action to provide effective 
safeguards for the banana industry of the British 
West Indies, on which our stability, economic and social, 
so largely depends.

Accommodation in Belize

Fort George Hotel
^he Colonial Development Corporation has issued a 

new and improved edition of the illustrated brochure 
giving particulars of the Fort George Hotel at Belize in 
British Honduras.

This luxury hotel, built right on the seashore, has 
35 double bedrooms each with private bathroom and an 
individual balcony overlooking the sea. Built to catch 
the prevailing trade winds, both bedrooms and the 
up-to-date public rooms offer cool relaxation, and there 
is a first-class cuisine specializing in lobster and fish 
dishes. Attractions for the visitor include fishing— 
trolling for blue marlin, tarpon and other big fish ; 
rod and line fishing for barracuda, mackerel, bonito^ 
snapper and other smaller fish—trips to the cays and 
coral reef, swimming (with spear-gun fishing), hunting 
(jaguar and deer), visits to Maya ruins and golf at 
Almond Hill Country Club.

Rates are on the American plan, and cover breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, and range from £3 per day for one 
person (£5 12s. Od. for two) to £4 10s. Od. (£8 10s. Od. 
for two) per day for the best rooms with extra large 
patio. There is no taxe de sejour in British Honduras 
and a service charge is not made at the hotel.

Copies of the brochure are obtainable on application 
to the West India Committee.

The Lord Mayor’s Show

Colourful West Indian Exhibits
»^his year’s Lord Mayor’s Show was a more cheerful 

pageant than for some years past and the central 
theme was : “ The Colonies come to Town.” It was 
held as usual on November 9th and as the day was 
bright and mild the crowds lining the principal streets 
were larger than usual.

Three very colourful “ floats ” represented the West 
Indian colonies and they were preceded by a standard 
bearer, Sub-Insp. J. H. Lynch-Wade, of the Leeward 
Islands, carrying a standard with the legend, “ British 
Caribbean,” and two mounted policemen; Sub-Insp. 
R. N. Major, of Trinidad, and Cpl. C. F. Baird, of 
British Guiana.

The first float (shown on the second of the pictorial 
pages) was emblematical of the Caribbean colonies, 
decorated with suns and carrying symbols of the 
principal products exported to the United Kingdom : 
the tourist attractions of the area were also indicated 
and its gaiety and colour were symbolized by a small 
Calypso band whose considerable exertions were much 
appreciated along the length of the route.

The second exhibit (also shown on the second pictorial 
page) was devoted to the sugar and rum industries and 
was sponsored by the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd., 
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd. and Henckell du 
Buisson & Co. It was divided into three panels : 
in the first a sugar worker poured raw sugar into the 
pan of a scale, indicating that over 1,000,000 tons of 
sugar are produced in the British Caribbean annually ; 
in the second a West Indian girl offered a bowl of sugar 
to an English woman seated at her tea table ; and the 
third showed a bowl of punch made from sugar’s major 

by-product, rum.
rhe third float (pictured on 

this page) featured Jamaica’s 
banana industry and was 
sponsored by the Jamaica 
Banana Board, the Jamaica 
Producers’ Marketing Co. Ltd. 
and Elders & Fyffes Ltd. It 
showed the harvesting, sorting 
and packing of bananas and 
a reproduction of a Jamaica 
banana ship.

The West Indian exhibits 
were arranged by the Office 
of the Trade Commissioner and 
Mr. Garnet Gordon and his 
assistants have received many 
official and unofficial congratu­
lations on a colourful and 
interesting display.

Mr. Gordon and Mrs. Gordon 
may be seen looking out of the 
extreme right window in the 
accompanying photograph. 
Between them is Mr. A. J. 
Ruthven Murray, deputy 
chairman of the West India 
Committee.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

•• NEW broom sweep clean, but de ole broom know de 
earner.”

* * *
Mr. H. P. Bayley, manager of the British Guiana 

Rice Marketing Board, has resigned to join H. E. 
Robinson & Co., Ltd., motor and machinery agents of 
Trinidad, as sales manager.

* * *
At the general conference of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization held 
in Montevideo recently, Jamaici, Trinidad, Grenada, 
Dominica and Barbados were among countries unani­
mously elected as the first associate members.

*
George Headley, the famous West Indian cricketer, 

has been approved by the Jamaican House of Repre­
sentatives as official cricket coach. Headley, one of 
the greatest batsmen of all time, has been playing 
professionally in English league cricket.

* * *
A special issue of four new stamp values has been 

ordered from Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd., to com­
memorate Jamaica’s three hundredth anniversary as a 
British territory. All the values will be printed in two 
colours with black vignettes. The dates on which the 
stamps will be offered for sale will be announced later.

* * *
The designs will include a portrait of the. Queen 

together with the Crown and will show the dates “ 1655 
and “ 1955.” The following pictorial subjects will be 
featured : 2d. stamp, A Man-o’-War at Port Royal; 
2|d., Old Montego Bay ; 3d., A view of Old Kingston ; 
6d., Proclaiming the abolition of Slavery in 1838.

* * *
United Kingdom Information Offices are to be set 

up in Nigeria, the Gold Coast and Trinidad. The latter 
office will cover the British West Indian colonies and the 
officer in charge will be Mr. W. G. Ash, Public Relations 
Officer, Sierra Leone. His deputy will be Mr. b. K. 
Morgan, Central Office of Information.

* * *
The Government of India has offered to reserve a 

limited number of seats in engineering, medicine and 
other professional courses in Indian universities for 
British Guianese and West Indian students of Indian 
descent. The Indian Government will not pay the 
students' passages or educational expenses, but will 
confine its assistance to securing admission to the 

universities. , .* * *
Mrs C. D. Harragin, whose death we reported with 

great regret in last issue, was
Mr. G. F. R. Harris Harragin, of Trinidad, and not 
second as we stated. Mr. Harragm was ™amed firs 
to Miss Emily Dick, who died m 1897, and
Miss Lily Fraser who diedp about ' of the

Fowler: of Georgetown, British Guiana.

According to Press telegrams, an earthquake, which 
lasted about 15 seconds, caused considerable damage to 
buildings in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, on December 4th. 
Government House was reported to have been the worst­
hit building, and the rooms damaged included those 
which Princess Margaret will occupy during her visit 
to the colony next February. The suite had just been 
redecorated. Further tremors were reported during the 
next two days, but they caused no damage.

* * *
Mr. Philip Sherlock, vice-principal of the Uni­

versity College of the West Indies, and director of 
Extra-Mural Studies, gave a public lecture at Birming­
ham University on December 8th, under the auspices 
of its Extra-Mural Department, his subject being: 
“ The British Caribbean To-day.” Mr. Sherlock, with 
his wife and three children, who have been in London 
since the beginning of October, leave for Jamaica on 
December 23rd in the Bay ano.

* * *
A new edition of The Pocket Guide to the West Indies 

was published by Methuen & Co., Ltd., as the Circular 
was going to press. The late Sir Algernon Aspinall 
was the author of the first nine editions of this well- 
known guide published between 1907 and 1939 and the 
present work, which still bears his name, has been 
extensively revised by Professor J. Sydney Dash, of 
Barbados. The book is published at 30/- net, and may 
be obtained from the West India Committee at 30/9 
post free.

A West Indian Memorial in Paris

While in Paris recently, Mr. G. C. Rhodes, chairman 
of the London directors of the French Line, visited 

the ancient church of St. Severin, near the cathedral 
of Notre-Dame, and was interested by a marble tablet 
affixed to one of the walls of a chapel.

Mr. Rhodes has supplied the circular with a copy 
of the epitaph which it bears and it will be noted that 
the spelling of certain words is in old style

Le dernier jour de Janvier MDCLXXVII 
sur cette paroisse de St. Séverin, 
est mor’, Rue des Maçons—Sorbonne,

Bertrand OGERON,  
Sieur de la Bouère-en-Jallais,

Qui, de MDCLXIV à MDCLXXV  
jeta les fondemen’s d’une société 
civile et religieuse au milieu des 
flibustiers et des boucaniers des îles 
de la Tortue et de St. Dominique

Il prépara ainsi 
par les voies mystérieuses de la Providence 
les destinées de la République d Haiti

R.I.P.
The inscription is headed by a coat-of-arms consisting 

of a helm of armour reposing on palm fronds undei 
which are three black swans m a standing position, 
presumably the device of Bertrand Ogeron. The 
tablet, says Mr. Rhodes, is apparently quite con­
temporary with Ogeron’s death.
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Obituary
Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 

death of the following :—
Lord Courtauld-Thomson

Lord Courtauld-Thomson, K.B.E., C.B., who died on 
November 1st at the King Edward VII Sanatorium, 
Midhurst, Sussex, of which he was chairman for 32 years, 
was well known as a company director, a philanthropist 
and social worker. He had been chairman of the Limmer 
and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., since 1923.

Born in August, 1865, he was educated at Eton and at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and then became a member 
of the Inner Temple, but was never called to the Bar. 
He soon showed a great aptitude for business, and, after 
being concerned with the founding of several companies, 
became a director of a number of important institutions. 
He was knighted in 1912 and received a peerage in 1944.

During the 1914-18 war he was Chief Commissioner 
of the British Red Cross Society with the British Army 
in the Field.

He had been chairman or treasurer of several hospitals 
and devoted much of his time and money to their 
improvement.

His country seat was at Dorneywood, in Buckingham­
shire, and during the 1939-45 war he turned it into a 
hostel for officers in the allied air forces and over 1,000 
young men from allied countries and all parts of the 
Empire benefited from his generosity and personal 
attention.

Dorneywood, a photograph of which was published 
in the Circular of May, 1943, has been left to the 
nation by Lord Courtauld-Thomson, together with a 
liberal endowment for its use, free of expense, by a 
Minister of the Crown.

Sir Kenneth Solomon
As briefly reported in last issue, Sir Aubrey Kenneth 

Solomon, C.B.E., Q.C., President of the Legislative 
Council of the Bahamas, died at Nassau, on November 
2nd.

Born in April, 1884, he was son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius 
Stafford Solomon, and was educated at Nassau Grammar 
School. After studying law he was called to the 
Bahamas Bar in 1905. In 1918 he was appointed a 
magistrate, and between then and 1921 acted as 
Attorney-General on many occasions. He also acted 
as Chief Justice in 1920-21, and took silk in 1925 
From 1908 to 1918, and again from 1925 to 1946, he was 
a member of the House of Assembly, being legal adviser 
thereto from 1923 to 1933.

From 1926 to 1941, when he was made a C.B.E., he 
was a member of the Executive Council, and from 1942 
to 1946 was Speaker of the House of Assembly. In 
1946 he was made President of the Legislative Council, 
and was knighted last year.

He married in 1914 Miss Ysobel Mercedes Lofthouse 
daughter of Mr. Thomas Lofthouse. There were no 
children of the marriage.

Mr. F. M. Bond
Mr. F. Malcolm Bond, who died in London on 

November 11th, had been a managing director of the 

Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., since 1918.
The second son of a doctor from Northern Ireland, 

practising in Buckinghamshire, Mr. Bond was bom 
74 years ago, and came to London in his late teens. 
He had devoted the whole of his business life to building 
up his company to its present position, and had been 
for many years a leading figure in the asphalt industry.

A special correspondent writes : “ Thanks to his 
efforts and those of his colleagues, the Worshipful 
Company of Paviors, one of the first of the City Com­
panies, gained new life and became the great representa­
tion of the industry which it now is. He was Master 
in 1931.

“ His business naturally brought him into close 
contact with the island of Trinidad which he last 
visited in the spring of 1950, when in company with Mrs. 
Bond he toured the installations at the Pitch Lake.

“ In spite of his devotion to his business affairs he 
never lost his love of the country, which he visited every 
week-end and as often as possible in addition. He put 
the same energies as he did in his business to the running 
of his farm, forestry and sporting interests.

“ There is no doubt that in spite of his successful 
business career almost everyone who came in contact 
with him feels that they have lost a friend and one who 
would always listen to whoever wished to ask his 
advice. It will be impossible to forget him and to 
realize he is not either in his office or around his country 
estate where he could be referred to at any time.”

Professor R. E. D. Baker
Professor R. E. D. Baker, M.A., I.C.T.A., of The 

Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, died in Trinidad 
on November 19th, after a short illness, at the com­
paratively early age of 46.

Professor Baker joined the staff of the College as 
Lecturer in Mycology in 1933, became Professor in 1945, 
and in 1949 was appointed to the Chair of the newly 
amalgamated departments of Botany and Mycology, 
an appointment which he held until his death. Since 
1947 he had been editor of the Flora of Trinidad and 
Tobago. In 1948 he undertook an expedition to East 
Africa to collect species of bananas for breeding purposes, 
and in 1952 led an expedition to Colombia to search for 
wild species and varieties of cocoa. He was also 
largely responsible for the successful organization 
of the I.C.T.A. field station for cocoa research at River 
Estate. When in England in 1953 he took an active 
part in the Cocoa Conference.*

His untimely death is a great blow to botanical 
research in general, and to cocoa research in particular. 
He is survived by a widow and four daughters.

Sir Dudley Leacock
As the Circular goes to press news has been received 

of the death, in Bournemouth, on December 11th, of 
Sir Dudley Gordon Leacock, a life member of the West 
India Committee and a member of the Executive 
Committee from 1934 until January, 1953. He took a 
prominent part in the public life of Barbados, and was 
a past President of the Legislative Council, and member 
of the Executive Council, in the colony.

* See Circular, October, 1953.
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Jamaica Light Bomber Squadron
-------------4-------------

An account of the activities of the Jamaica Squadron in 1953 appeared in the December 
issue of the Circular of that year. Through the courtesy of the Commanding Officer, 

we are now able to publish an account for the year 1954.

THE all too obvious signs of approaching winter 
remind us that it is again time to write our annual 
report for all our friends in Jamaica. This autumn 

marks the second anniversary of the acquisition of our 
Canberra aircraft, and 1954 has been a year of solid 
achievement in the Squadron’s history. The new year 
got away to a good start, when one night last January, 
after the end of normal working hours, we held a small 
party in the crew-room. It had been a bitterly cold 
day and the Squadron had been hard at work in an effort 
to reach its flying target. Out on the runway, where 
our aircraft were parked, the men had been working 
all day in the biting wind without protection and the 
air-crew had all spent a considerable time about eight 
miles high, where even in a Can­
berra the cold penetrates through 
to one’s flesh. We had invited 
all the heads of the various 
squadrons and sections on the 
station and the occasion was 
marked by the gift of a case of 
rum to the Squadron on behalf of 
Jamaica. The Squadron Com­
mander and Senior Flight Com­
mander served the rum and, as 
usual, we drank a toast to all our 
friends in Jamaica.

The Squadron is still com­
manded by Squadron Leader A. 
Ashworth, D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., 
who is a New Zealander. The 
whole year has been one of inten­
sive training and hard work. 
The Squadron forms a part of the 
force which must be a deterrent 
to any aggressor and, as such, is 
in a high state of preparedness. 
Since we last wrote, the Squadron
has had a slight change in role 
and you will be pleased to hear 
that No. 139 Squadron has a more 
difficult training schedule than 
any other Canberra Squadron in 
The year has seen a great change

Bomber Command.
nuo ~ o___  I11 the PerSOnne^

the ’Squadron, both“ air-crew and ground-crew. In 
March, Sergeant Sam Cowan left the service after 
24 years, including two spells of duty with 139 Squadron, 
and in October Flight Lieutenant Taff Jones, DT.L, 
who had completed three spells of duty with the 
Squadron, in war and peace, was posted. He was th 
last of the pilots who had flown the well-loved Mos-

In April we had another truly
our benefactors in Jamaica, this time in the form of 
50 cases of ripe Jamaican bananas. As we ar^fairly 
small unit, the proportion of bananas to each man was 
quite high, and after distribution to Squadron members 

there were still sufficient left for the Commanding Officer 
to take a load to the children’s ward of the local Royal 
Air Force Hospital and to the Station Sick Quarters. 
Needless to say, the bananas found their way into 
practically every home on the station, especially into 
those homes with children.

Two more highlights have occurred in the Squadron’s 
history. The first of these was the visit of Mr. Alex 
Gordon, O.B.E., J.P., of Bonham Spring. We had been 
aware for some time that Mr. Gordon proposed to visit 
the Squadron, but we were not able to make extensive 
plans owing to his elusiveness. Eventually, after 
arriving in England in June, he turned up on July 6th 
for a short stay. We had been expecting a fairly frail 

old man, but we were certainly 
disillusioned by Mr. Gordon. A 
short report of his visit was 
published in The Sunday Gleaner 
on August 1st, 1954. During his 
stay he was interviewed by the 
Press and flew with the Com­
manding Officer in one of the 
Squadron’s Canberras. A short 
report of his visit was broadcast 
in the Northern Service of the 
B.B.C. We entertained him to 
dinner, to which we were able to 
invite one or two old members of 
the Squadron, and presented him 
with a model of a Canberra 
bomber. Mr. Gordon made a 
great impression on all who had 
the pleasure of meeting him. 
The other highlight was the short 
visit of Sir Hugh Foot, K.C.M.G., 
O.B.E., the Governor of Jamaica. 
He also had a short flight in a 
Canberra, piloted by Flying 
Officer Bill Anderson, and was 
entertained to lunch by some 
members of the Squadron and 
the senior officers of the station.

Among the unusual incidents which have happened 
to us during the year was one in May, when a newcomer 
to the Squadron, Pilot Officer John King, was flying 
one of our Canberras when it was struck by lightning. 
The aircraft was holed in 16 places, but John was able 
to land the aircraft without mishap.

As usual, we were busy entertaining the public on the 
Battle of Britain “ open day.” The Squadron forma­
tion team, led by “ Taff ” Jones, carried out an impres­
sive fly-past and also took part m a demonstration 
dive-bombing attack on a dummy fort erected on the 
airfield. One of our Canberras provided the individual 
Canberra display, and Squadron aircrew took part m 
an air race between a Meteor, Lincoln, Oxford and a
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Canberra. An exciting finish again proved that the 
Canberra is hard to beat.

During the year we have taken part in all Bomber 
Command major exercises, including “ Harrier ” in 
June and “ Dividend ” in July. During “ Dividend ” 
we were able to put all our aircraft into the air at once 
by a considerable amount of pre-planning. This is not 
the normal thing in a bomber squadron, where, almost 
without exception, there is at least one aircraft being 
inspected by the station resources, or second-line 
servicing. We also played a part in the large scale 
“ atomic ” exercises “ Battle Royal.” At the beginning 
of October three of the Squadron’s pilots took part in 
a demonstration series of attacks on cadets in the field. 
These cadets were all from Oundle School and the 
instructions for the attacks were given by the boys 
themselves over the radio telephone.

Throughout the year we have taken a prominent part 
in the field of sport, our football team is second in the 
station league, having lost only one game this season. 
The Commanding Officer and Flying Officer Anderson 
were awarded Station Colours, the former for rugby 
and the latter for basketball and athletics. At the 
Group autumn golf meeting Flight Lieutenant Hugh 
Peebles won the open handicap tournament, and 
repeated his success a few weeks later at another golf 
meeting.

The weather during the year has been consistently 
unkind. The worst month was February, when owing 
to fog and ice-bound runways we were able to fly for 
only four days in the month. The summer was one of 
the wettest in history and our flying effort suffered 
accordingly.

In the New Year Honours List Flight Lieutenant 
Norman Robinson was awarded the Air Force Cross and 
Flying Officer Peter Clarke received a Queen’s Com­
mendation for valuable services in the air. " Peter Clarke 
was unfortunately killed shortly after he was posted 
from the Squadron. A total of five Flight Lieutenants 
were posted from the Squadron, four of them to Central 
Flying School, where they are trained as instructors for 
the newcomers to the Royal Air Force.

The Commanding Officer and all members of the 
Jamaica Squadron send their warmest greetings for a 
merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all 
their friends in Jamaica with the hope that the Squadron 
itself may be permitted to visit, one day, the island 
after which it is named.

Infant Welfare in B.G.

Fifty district committees of the Infant Welfare and 
Maternity League of British Guiana took part in a 
colony-wide “ Baby Week ” campaign in October.

The purpose of the campaign was to promote the 
right ideas and ideals regarding fatherhood, motherhood 
and the wellbeing of infants and small children, and 
there were lectures, demonstrations, film shows, baby 
competitions and competitions for mothers, fathers and 
school children.

In connexion with the campaign, Dr. Thelma R. 
Gaunt, Health Officer, disclosed that British Guiana’s 
infant mortality rate had dropped from 170 per 1,000 
births in 1914 to 79 per 1,000 births in 1953.

International Sugar Council

HPhe International Sugar Council met in London on 
November 24th-25th under the chairmanship of 

Baron Kronacker. The meetings were attended by 
delegates from 24 countries and observers from four 
other countries and from the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation.

The council considered a preliminary estimate pre­
pared by their statistical committee of free market 
requirements for 1955 and of the amount of sugar likely 
to be available from non-participating exporting 
countries. In the light of this estimate the council 
determined that in current conditions supply and 
demand would be balanced in the early months of 1955 
by continuing the existing reduction of 20 per cent 
in basic export tonnages. Initial export quotas for 
1955 totalling about 3,700,000 metric tons have been 
assigned in accordance with this decision and the 
council will reconsider the whole situation when it next 
meets in the light of the market conditions then 
obtaining.

The council have unanimously elected Mr. Lawrence 
Myers (United States of America) as their chairman and 
Monsieur H. Janton (France) as their vice-chairman for 
1955.

The existing members of the committees of the council 
were re-appointed for a further year, except that 
Belgium replaces the Netherlands on the executive 
committee and Canada fills a vacancy on the statistical 
committee.

The council was informed that, as a result of a decision 
by the United Kingdom Government to establish a 
“ special reserve ” of sugar out of stocks now in the 
United Kingdom, it can be expected that United 
Kingdom working stocks will have been reduced to 
normal commercial levels by the end of 1955. Stocks 
in this reserve would be insulated from the market.

The council decided that unless unforeseen circum­
stances arise their next session will be held early in 
April, 1955.

Council becomes Corporate Body
On November 4th, 1954, there came into operation 

an Order in Council, entitled The International 
Organisations (Immunities and Privileges of the Inter­
national Srigar Council) Order, 1954,* which confers on 
the International Sugar Council the legal capacities of 
a body corporate as required by Article 27 (6) of the 
International Sugar Agreement,f and grants exemption 
from taxation on the funds of the Council and on the 
remuneration paid by the Council to its employees, 
except those who are citizens of the United Kingdom 
and Colonies, as required by Article 38 (6) of the Agree­
ment. $ The Council has its headquarters in London.

The Trinidad and Tobago Index of Retail Prices 
figure for October was 108.5 compared with 108 for the 
preceding month. [Based on the figure for January, 
1952, taken as 100.]

* Statutory Instrument, 1954, No. 1473. RM.S.O., London. 
Price 2d. net.

t See Circular, September, 1953, page 242.
t Ibid., page 243.
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

PRINCESS MARGARET’S Visit. Miss Helen 
Goodwin, writing from St. John’s on November 
20th, states : “ Uppermost in our minds at present 

is the prospective visit in February of Princess Margaret. 
We are all delighted at the news, and plans are already 
in hand for her entertainment. Her Royal Highness is 
due to arrive on St. Valentine’s Day, and the Royal yacht 
will anchor in St. John’s Harbour at 10 a.m. She will 
be met by the Governor, Sir Kenneth Blackbume and 
Lady Blackbume, who will be presented to her on board 
the yacht. She will land shortly after this, and will be 
formally welcomed at the Treasury Pier and will drive 
up High Street to Government House. The entertain­
ments of the first day of her visit will be centred in 
St. John’s, and a garden party will be given in her honour 
at Government House.

“ On Tuesday she will tour the island, driving 
through a part of the town, through the new residential 
area at Hodges Bay, and across the island via the Antigua 
Sugar Factory and All Saints’ Village to English Har­
bour and the old naval dockyard. She will lunch at 
Clarence House, once the residence of William IV when, 
as Duke of Clarence, he was stationed there, and she 
will have the opportunity of inspecting the dockyard, 
which will be closed to the public for that day.

Electricity Service. “ Antigua should be bright as 
well as gay to welcome the Princess, for by then the 
alternating current will be available throughout - . 
John’s. For some time the street lights have been 
using this current, and by February all the houses will 

have it installed.
Personalia. “Mr. James Watson, formerly chief 

engineer, has succeeded the late Mr. J. C. McMichae 
as manager of the Antigua Sugar Factory. ,
McMichael has left for England, where she will stay for 

an indefinite period. fmm“ Mr. and Mrs. A. Moody Stuart have returned from 
a short holiday in Mexico, where they visited their 

eldest daughter.
English Harbour. “ November 4th, the official 

birthday of Prince Charles, was as usual Dockyard Day, 
^idtheVommittee of the Friends of English Harbour 
arranged an attractive programme which drew ma y 
visitors from all over the island. Water ski-mg was one 
of the most popular of the day’s events.

The Weather. “ The island still looks beautiful y 
green, but the weather has become dry again. u

to waver. Unfortunately iui l f T , , tban ¡n the seems to be a greater rainfall in St. John s than in 
country districts.’’

BARBADOS

“ The Legislature recently agreed that Barbados 
should, together with certain other West Indian Islands, 
become a party to an inter-island shipping agreement 
with the West Indian National Steamship Co.

B.O.A.C. News. “ The weekly B.O.A.C. tourist 
class Constellation flight from London to Barbados via 
Bermuda will end next March. It will be replaced by 
strato cruiser flights probably following a different 
route which is now being worked out. On November 
16th, a B.O.A.C. Boeing strato cruiser landed at 
Seawell on a scheduled proving flight. It is the biggest 
and heaviest aircraft ever to operate through the 
airport. The aircraft has a wing span of 141 ft., a 
length of HO ft., and a height of 38 ft., with a tricycle 
under-carriage. With a maximum load the aircraft 
weighs 140,000 lb. A double-decker, it has accommo­
dation for 60 passengers and downstairs there is a 
lounge which can seat 12 people. British West Indian 
Airways, too, are planning Viscounts to connect with 
B.O.A.C.’s new stopping points.

Trans-Canada Airlines. “ Trans-Canada Airlines 
has decided to operate two flights a week to Barbados 
during February and March of next winter s peak 
tourist season. This news has been received with 
satisfaction by tourists and hotel officials. In recent 
years Trans-Canada Airlines were operating two flights 
a week during January to April which is considered the 
peak tourist season, but early in October they an­
nounced that due to equipment shortage the flights 
would be cut to one a week. The reversal of this 
decision by agreeing to operate two flights a week will 
relieve to some extent the congestion of passenger 
traffic to Barbados during the peak tourist season.

New Shipping Service. “ Prospero Baiz & Co Inc. 
has inaugurated a new shipping service to Barbados 
by the introduction of the M.V. Antilia, a Dutch ship 
chartered by the company. It is understood that the 
Antilia will call at Barbados once a week and will also 
call at most of the other West Indian ports. She offers 
passenger accommodation for 12 cabin and 60 touris 
class passengers and provision is made for both dry and 
refrigerated cargo. All the rooms are air-conditioned 
Passenger fares, it is understood, are competitive and 
freight costs are in keeping with those of the inter­
national freight tariff.

Pnln Making. “ Mr. Paul Le Cacheux, an expert on 
cellulose and paper, assigned to the Caribbean Com­
mission by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations under the terms of an agreement signed 
bv these two international organizations, is at present
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suggestions as to the advisability of establishing them 
in the area.

Visit of Mr. C. O. J. Matthews. “ On a recent 
visit to Barbados was Mr. C. 0. J. Matthews, who is on 
the permanent staff of the International Labour Organi­
sation in Geneva. Mr. Matthews was invited to 
Barbados by the Barbados Government to advise on 
the revision and codification of labour legislation here. 
Mr. Matthews had discussions with representatives of 
employers and workers, and was greatly facilitated in 
his work by the Labour Department here. It is under­
stood that Mr. Matthews will submit a report to the 
Government in due course.

Sugar Technologists. “The British West Indies 
Sugar Cane Technologists’ Conference, taking place 
in Trinidad this year, will be attended by over 130 
delegates representing the British West Indian sugar 
industry. Sir John Saint, director of the sugar tech­
nology laboratory, Barbados, leads the Barbados 
delegation.

Disestablishment and Disendowment. “ Once 
again the disestablishment and disendowment of the 
Anglican Church in Barbados is engaging the attention 
of the Government and of the Diocesan Synod. This 
issue was raised by an intimation from the Governor 
to the Bishop that it was the policy of the Government 
to disestablish and disendow the Anglican Church, and 
asking for the opinion and guidance of the Anglican 
Synod and the Bishop as to how best these questions 
might be taken up and discussed between the Govern­
ment and Synod. Previously, the issue was raised as 
recently as 1951 when the Diocesan Synod expressed its 
disagreement with disestablishment and disendowment 
by a decision which was carried by an overwhelming 
majority. In Barbados the Church is established and is 
endowed by the State.

Codrington College. “ The Community of the 
Resurrection, Mirfield, Yorks, England, has accepted 
an invitation from the Archbishop and Bishops of the 
West Indies to establish a House for the West Indian 
Province at Codrington College with the special purpose 
of training candidates for the priesthood. Codrington 
College was chosen as the centre when the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, after consultation, handed it 
over to the community for that purpose. The com­
munity hopes to assume charge of the college next year 
when the present principal’s contract comes to an end 
and to send out members of the community to staff the 
college in time for the beginning of the new academic 
year m September, 1955. About seven or eight years 
ago another change in the status of Codrington College 
was made when during the term of office of Bishop 
Hughes, Codrington College was turned into a theological 
seminary and its affiliation to Durham University 
terminated with certain arrangements for the temporary 
continuance of the taking of degrees in certain faculties 
ot that University.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Remembrance Day. In a newsletter from George­

town dated November 20th, our correspondent writes •
Headed by the Governor, Sir Alfred Savage, the people 

ot British Guiana joined those in other countries of the 

Commonwealth in honouring the dead of the two world 
wars. Members of the Black Watch, the Volunteer 
Forces, mounted and foot Police, the Red Cross, Scouts 
and other organizations attended in full dress uniform, 
making a very colourful ceremony.

Sugar Production. “ As the mid-year rains were 
unusually prolonged, many people expected that the 
year-end rains would be late or would fail; but the rains 
began early in November. This is somewhat hampering 
the sugar crop and it is possible that the colony’s target 
of 235,000 tons of sugar for 1954 will not be reached 
unless the weather improves. It had previously been 
hoped to make about 5,000 tons above the target.

Rice Crop. “ Rains caught the crop towards the 
end of the harvest, and caused slight loss, but production 
for the year is still expected to reach or exceed 80,000 
tons of rice—a record.

Timber. “ Steel Brothers, Ltd., who are managing 
agents of British Guiana Timbers, Ltd., on behalf of 
the owners, the Colonial Development Corporation, will 
relinquish their association with the company when 
their agreement expires at the end of April, 1955.

Cotton. “ Mr. J. V. Lochrie, a cotton expert sent to 
British Guiana by the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Organization, inspected experimental cotton cultivation 
being carried out at Rose Hall estate, Berbice, under the 
control of the Department of Agriculture, and said that 
these experiments had provided valuable knowledge 
and experience, though heavy rainfall during the last 
two years had seriously retarded the rate of progress.

Soil Survey. “ Dr. Gerard A. Bourbeau, soil survey 
specialist from the University of Maryland, has come to 
organize a soil survey which will classify soils in the 
areas for reclamation and settlement.

Shipping. “ The United Kingdom dock strikes have 
not affected the colony’s Christmas trade as much as 
they might have, because, with restored political 
stability, most merchants ordered early this year; but 
some goods will miss the Christmas market and delivery 
of some development equipment may be delayed.

Development Plan. “About $6,000,000 of the 
$44,000,000 allocated for development have already 
been spent on various schemes which provided direct 
employment for over 1,600 persons and indirect for 
over 1,000. Much preparatory work has been done and 
the development plan is now definitely beginning to 
gather momentum.

Credit Corporation. “ Since its inception last June, 
the British Guiana Credit Corporation has granted 3,247 
applications for loans totalling $1,061,855. The largest 
number of loans was for rice-reaping (1,369 loans 
amounting to $91,818), but the greatest total lent for 
one purpose was $468,860 for housing.

Government Salaries. “The report of Mr. A. C. 
Hands, commissioner appointed to revise the salaries of 
government employees, has just been published. Mr. 
Hands has recommended the consolidation of all cost-of- 
hvmg allowances into basic salary, with no re-introduc- 
tion of such allowances for at least three years unless 
the cost-of-living index figure rises above 300 points; 
varying additional salary increases designed particularly 
to attract qualified technical and professional officers;
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and a reduction in the number of salary scales from 57 
to 41. It is estimated that the additional cost of these 
recommendations would be $2,500,000 a year, bringing 
the total cost of government salaries to nearly 
$20,700,000 a year.

“ The P.P.P.-influenced Federation of Unions of 
Government Employees, which covers the lower ranks 
of government service, feels that its members have not 
been treated generously enough and talks of ‘ rejecting ’ 
the report. The federation has asked the Chief Secretary 
to confer with it.

“ The Civil Service Association has accepted the report 
in general, but has asked the Chief Secretary to meet a 
deputation in order to clarify certain points.

“ While admitting that many of the recommendations 
are reasonable and some long overdue, and that the 
report is a sincere and unbiased one, the British Guiana 
taxpayer is asking in dismay : ‘ Where is the money 
to come from ? ’ and private firms are perturbed about 
possible repercussions on their staff salary scales and 
labour wages.

New Catholic Bishop. “ In an impressive ceremony 
in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, the 
Rt. Rev. Richard Lester Guilly was consecrated Vicar 
Apostolic of British Guiana by the Most Reverend 
Luigi Raimondi, the Apostolic Delegate to the British 
Caribbean Area, assisted by the Rt. Rev. George Weld 
(the retiring Bishop) and the Rt. Rev. Kenneth Turner, 
Bishop of Lishui, China. Among the guests at the 
ceremony were the Governor and Lady Savage ; the 
Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Trinidad; the 
Bishop of Surinam, and other dignitaries. During his 
stay Archbishop Raimondi was a guest at Government 
House.

Politics. “ Mrs. Jagan, brought out of jail to answer 
a charge of having last April held an illegal procession, 
was convicted and, as she would not pay a fine, was 
given another prison sentence—this time of two months. 
Seven of her supporters convicted with her also preferred 
to go to jail. Six other People’s Progressive Party 
supporters were convicted on a similar charge . three 
signed a bond to be of good behaviour; two refused to 
sign a bond, and were sent to jail for six months.

“Some readers of the Daily Argosy, one of the 
colony’s foremost newspapers and an unrelenting enemy 
of the Communist-dominated P.P.P., were astonished 
to find folded in their Argosy one Sunday morning along 
with the comic supplement a copy of the PT-K 
weekly Thunder. P.P.P. agents had been up to their 
tricks again. The Argosy published an amusing editorial 
thanking the owners of Thunder for their generosity in 
providing an additional comic supplement and for the 
compliment of tacitly acknowledging that f*ey needed 
the Argosy as an inducement to anyone to take Thunder.

Population. "It is officially estimated th at the 
population of British Guiana will reach 1,000,000 m 

the year 1980.
‘ ‘ Sir John Worlledge, Director-General of Overseas Audit paid a tX’week visit to British Guiana du g a 

official tour of inspection. Sir John is a pother rf the 
Rev H E. Worlledge, who was recently appointed 
Canon of St. George’s Cathedral, Georgetown.

Obituary. “ The death was announced on Novembe 
16th of Mr. Harold Gadd, managing director of the 

British Guiana Rice Development Co. Mr. Gadd came 
to the colony in 1922 and joined the staff of Curtis 
Campbell & Co. In 1939 he took up an appointment as 
general manager of the British Guiana Rice Marketing 
Board, and in 1946 he was made general superintendent 
of the Mahaicony-Abary rice expansion scheme. When 
the scheme was taken over by the Government-run Rice 
Development Co., backed by the C.D.C., he was 
appointed managing director. In 1939 Mr. Gadd mar­
ried Miss Mary McTurk.

New Shipping Service. “ With their new motor 
ship Antilia, the Government of Curacao, through 
their operating agents, Prospero Baiz and Co., Inc., of 
Curacao, have started a 28-day cargo-passenger service 
from Curacao embracing British Guiana, Trinidad, 
Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent, Antigua, St. Lucia, 
Montserrat, Dominica, St. Kitts, Aruba, Bonaire, St. 
Martin, St. Eustatius, Saba and St. Thomas. The 
Antilia’s registered gross tonnage is 472, and she has 
accommodation for 12 first-class passengers and 60 
tourist class. The general agents in British Guiana 
and Trinidad are the L. J. Williams Marketing Co., Ltd.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Delegation to U.K. Writing from Belize on 

November 22nd, our correspondent states: “ The 
Executive Council delegation to London in October 
achieved very gratifying results. The expectation of 
approximately $10,750,000 from Colonial Development 
and Welfare funds over a period of five years has now 
been resolved at ¿1,250,000 (B.H. $5,000,000) over 
three years, but this is described as an ‘ initial alloca­
tion.’ If this grant and other resources are soundly 
spent it is expected that the balance of the original 
application will be forthcoming.

Private Development. “ An American company, 
understood to be growers and purchasers of bananas, 
has been given a concession of 2,000 acres in the Stann 
Creek district on which they will engage chiefly in 
banana production but also in experiments with cocoa, 
rice, etc. They propose to spend U.S. $250,000 in the 
first year. The bananas will be Gros Michel, and it 
will be a matter of great interest to other planters who 
have been defeated by the combination of Panama and 
Sigitoka diseases to see how the company combats 
them. The area is virgin and somewhat remote so that 
they will have a better chance than most. The Govern­
ment rightly welcomes this enterprise and will contribute 
$20,000 towards the cost of a road from Mango Creek 
to Waha Leaf Creek.

“ As great emphasis is being laid on cocoa, $12,000 
is to be spent on the forestry road between the Stann 
Creek and Sittee River valleys on which some of the 
wooden bridges are in disrepair or gone This btann 
Creek-Regalia road links with the right-of-way from 
Regalia through the Serpon Estate to Kendal where the 
Agricultural Department ‘ is proposing to undertake a 
large scale experimental cocoa plantation. Kendal 
and Serpon contain the remnants of large cocoa planta­
tions! planted over 60 years ago and stifl « 

E. ^^’2
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Corporation have now an area under cocoa and on the 
Roaring Creek Estate on the new Hummingbird High­
way the Citrus Company of British Honduras are 
planting seedlings. The experimental station at Kendal 
can be of great value, particularly if the Agricultural 
Department pursues the introduction of high-yielding 
I.C. clones, begun by the C.D.C., and installs a propagat­
ing plant for the supply of seedlings to planters.

“ The $32,000 for these roads is to come from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds, and a further $68,000 
is being asked for feeder roads complementary to the 
recent land use survey.

Port Advisory Committee. “ The defunct Harbour 
Board has been resurrected under this new name and 
changes in membership to make recommendations in 
regard to the dredging of the Belize harbour and im­
provements to the sea wall, and also on the provision of 
a deep water pier at Commerce Bight. These projects 
would involve some $2,000,000.”

JAMAICA
Citrus Industry. Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. 

Jacobs, in a letter from Kingston dated November 
27th, states: “ The Caribbean Preserving Co. has 
ceased operations owing to financial difficulties. The 
cannery has provided a large but fluctuating market 
for sweet seeded grapefruit and bitter oranges, varieties 
for which there is otherwise little demand. The Citrus 
Growers’ Association has always concentrated on other 
varieties of citrus (marsh seedless, sweet oranges and 
ortaniques), but scores of thousands of boxes of sweet 
seeded grapefruit are on the market every year. The 
cessation or suspension of the factory’s operations will 
therefore be severely felt by many small citrus growers, 
as well as by producers of other fruit. The company is 
the largest fruit processor not also involved in growing 
the primary product. Mr. R. W. Youngman, a director, 
has left for England to attempt to make financial 
arrangements for resumption of operations.

Banana Exports. “ Banana export figures for the 
first 10 months of 1953 and 1954 are as follows :—

1953 1954
J anuary ... ........................... 562,695 779,344
February ........................... 613,155 677,800
March. ........................... 636,896 915,462
April ........................... 800,956 884,171
May ........................... 894,326 793,586
June ........................... 850,864 1,198,228
July ........................... 1,109,625 1,061,886
August ........................... 912,063 1,079,237
September ........................... 1,096,180 1,331,278
October ... ........................... 785,978 1,016,427

Total (Stems) 8,262,738 9,737,419

Pimento Association Proposed. “ Pimento
growers are calling for an association of their own.
A meeting summoned by the Jamaica Agricultural
society in November called for the formation of such
an association within the framework of the J.A.S., and 
a steering committee was appointed for the purpose.

Coconut Growers’ Grievances. “Coconut 
growers, at a meeting called this month by the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society, complained of their subordinate 
position in their own industry. All copra must by law 
be sold to the Coconut Industry Board which allocates 
supplies to the two factories (one of which is owned 

by the board) under a Government-sponsored agree­
ment, while the Coconut Control Authority has regula­
tory, licensing and price-fixing functions. The grievance 
of growers is two-fold : first, that they are not adequately 
represented on the board and the authority; secondly, 
that the method of electing the growers’ representatives 
on the board excludes the smaller growers from effective 
representation. (The authority is entirely nominated 
by the Government.) The meeting was rather thinly 
attended, since the majority of growers are unable to 
travel to the capital for such a discussion, just as they 
are unable to attend meetings for elections to the board. 
A committee, however, was appointed to investigate the 
whole position of the industry and report on the steps 
desirable in the interests of growers, in particular as to 
whether they should be organized in an association 
within the framework of the J.A.S.

Honey. “ The Bee Farmers’ Association made a 
net profit of over £4,000 on its last year of operations 
and has paid more than £3,000 in dividends. The 
association handles over half the island’s export honey 
as well as local sales.

Agricultural Education. “ The Jamaica School of 
Agriculture is to be removed from Hope in St. Andrew 
to Twickenham Park in St. Catherine, and will be 
enlarged to accommodate 144 students instead of 70. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies has approved a 
grant of £125,000 for the purpose from Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare funds.

Cigar Manufacture. “ The B. & J. B. Machado 
Tobacco Co. Ltd. have ceased production of cigars, 
but will continue to distribute La Tropical, Golofina and 
other Machado fine cigars which will be manufactured 
under the same formula as heretofore by Temple Hall 
Ltd. in Jamaica.

Air Services. “ British West Indian Airways Ltd. 
have applied for a licence to run an internal air service. 
There are thus two applicants, as Jamaica Airlines 
Ltd., a new concern, had already applied.

Bauxite Mission. “ Senator George W. Malone, 
chairman of the minerals, materials and fuel sub­
committee of the L’nited States Senate Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs, arrived on November 25th 
for a short visit at the head of a mission investigating 
supplies of strategic materials in the Caribbean and 
South America : bauxite being the Jamaica product of 
interest to the mission.

Distinguished Visitors. “ President W. V. S. 
Tubman of Liberia visited Jamaica from November 
19th to 20th on his way home from the United States. 
He was guest of honour at a reception at King’s House, 
attended a meeting in the capital, and paid visits to 
Spanish Town and May Pen, where he received official 
welcomes.
“Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice-President of India, 

was welcomed by the Governor, the Chief Minister, 
i epresentatives of the East Indian community, and 
others on November 1st at Palisadoes airport, where he 
stayed a short while on his way to Bogota.

Obituary. Mr. J. S. Webster, veteran shipowner 
and industrialist, died on November 21st at the age of 
86. A Caymanian by birth, Mr. Webster settled in 
Jamaica m 1916, made it the centre of his shipping 
business, and built up a series of successful enterprises.”
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Oil in Cretaceous Zone. The following are extracts 

from the newsletter issued by the Information Office of 
Trinidad and Tobago :—

“ For the first time in Trinidad’s history oil has been 
struck in the cretaceous zone in Moruga, South Trinidad. 
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd., of Palo 
Seco operating in the Moruga area made this claim 
recently. The well, which is known as Moruga No. 15, 
came in at approximately 7,000 feet with an initial rate 
of flow of 288 barrels a day with a water content of 34 per 
cent. Explaining the cretaceous zone an oil official 
said that it was a type of limestone reservoir which 
companies had been searching for in Trinidad for many 
years without success. Reservoirs of this type exist in 
Venezuela at depths of approximately 10,000 feet 
and had proved to be very prolific. The geological 
theory is that if cretaceous prospects exist in Trinidad 
they are at a very much greater depth than the experi­
mental wells dug so far.

Swamp Road. “ Mr. Arthur Blake Comthwaite, 
testing engineer for the Virginia Department of High­
ways, arrived in the colony recently to undertake 
certain tests in the Laventille Swamp area in connexion 
with the proposed $3,000,000 highway. The services 
of Mr. Comthwaite have been made available free of 
cost to the Government and the Trinidad and Tobago 
Road Development Association by the International 
Road Federation of which the Trinidad and Tobago 
Road Development Association is a member. Mr. 
Comthwaite held talks recently with the Hon. 
Ajodhasingh, Minister of Works and Communications, 
and Mr. W. L. Osborne, Director of Works and 
Hydraulics, after inspecting the experimental surface 
laid in the swamp area in connexion with the proposed 
road. He was of opinion that tests were being made 
in the right direction.

Farm Workers for U.S.A. “A limited number 
of farm workers wiU be recruited from Trinidad during 
1955 for employment as farm workers m the United 
States. This was disclosed by Sir Stephen Luke 
Comptroller for Development and Welfare m the West 
Indies, and chairman of the Regional Labour Board 
Other West Indian islands from which workers will be 
recruited include Barbados, Jamaica and the Leeward 
Islands. It is expected that i ,°°0 XXica’s 
recruited from the West Indies and that J^aica s 
allocation will be about 70 per cent with Barbados 
recruiting a larger quota than Trinidad a
Islands. Sir Stephen returned recently from a visit.to 
the United States where, on invitation, he addressed a 
group of employers of West Indian labourers in Honda.

Council of Grenada some s ? settled’ and whether
Ld his family were suffering

stated that he understood that Mr. Mg offered an
¿1,266 on account of Xtae thefinal settlement of
allowance of ¿20 a■ Xl on the formal approval of
th^ KXiXid MaiXadministrations. This was bemg 

awaited.

West Indies at Westminster
Criminal Law. Asked by Mr. Skeffington whether he would 

consider an inquiry into the state and practice of criminal law 
in the colonies, Mr. Henry Hopkinson, Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs, in a written answer of November 17th, replied 
in the negative. He added that he had no reason to think that 
such an inquiry was necessary.

World Bank Loans. Mr. Beswick asked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer what percentage of the funds available for 
loan by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop­
ment had been utilised.

Mr. Reginald Maudling, Economic Secretary to the Treasury, 
who replied, stated in writing on November 24th that at 
September 30th the uncommitted funds of the International 
Bank amounted to about $250,000,000, or less than 14 per cent 
of its total funds lent and available for lending.

Immigrants and National Service. Mr. Osborne asked the 
Minister of Labour and National Service what arrangements 
were being made for the Jamaicans who were arriving in this 
country in large numbers to complete the two years’ National 
Service.

Mr. Watkinson, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Labour and National Service, who replied, stated in a written 
answer of November 2nd, that none of those men could become 
liable for National Service until he had been resident in this 
country for two years, and then only if he was still under 26 years 
of age. There were standing arrangements for calling up British 
immigrants as they became liable.

Kildare Land Settlement. Mr. Driberg asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he would endeavour to safeguard 
the position of ex-Service men resettled on the Kildare Land 
Settlement, Portland, Jamaica, and now threatened with evic­
tion, pending his further investigation of their claims and 
grievances ; and what steps would be taken to find other homes 
for them and their families in the case of eviction.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated in a written answer of November 3rd, 
that the administration of land settlement was a matter for the 
Government of Jamaica. He understood that the Jamaican 
Minister for Agriculture and Lands was to discuss that settle­
ment and other matters relating to the housing of ex-Service 
men with the Jamaica Legion of the British Empire Service 
league on November 1st.

Emergency Laws in British Guiana. Miss Lee asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies how many persons had been 
sentenced under the emergency laws in British Guiana , on what 
charges ; and to what extent the numbers so sentenced were 

increasing or decreasing. . . ,
In a written answer of October 20th, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 

that the number was 37 of whom 22 were sentenced for holding 
illegal meetings, nine for taking part in illegal processions, one for 
leaving the area to which he had been restricted and five for 
failing to notify their movements as required under the terms of 
restriction orders. The numbers sentenced had decreased—three 
over the last three months as compared with 12 m the month of 

SySfhSS.“ sssa* a* 

stated whin it wouMbe possible to
X—fth Se “XX powers but the position would, 

of course, be kept under review.
staffs Mr. D. Jones asked the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies w^erjiew^  ̂ private
staffs in .the ® st ¿s of America were offering, through
hospitals in the United first preference immigration
United States ofhg. ’d wages and conditions of 
status and substantially P ted posts in that country; 
service to Jamaican nurs P ¡mprOve the pay and
and what steps he proposed to
status of nurses m all the Br ^^ 10th, Mf Lennox_Boyd

In a wntten answer of N^ cial immigration status

granted I©1 JamaUn nurses the

"£y "of — “ " West “
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territories was a matter for the governments of those territories. 
The Jamaica Government had recently raised the pay of its 
nurses and it was hoped that this would help to relieve the 
shortage which certainly existed.

Colonial Life Expectation. Mr. Yates asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the age expectancy of life in the colonies 
and protectorates as a whole, and, secondly, in each colony 
and protectorate.

In a written answer of October 20th, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 
that the information asked for in the first part of the question 
was not available. Figures for those territories for which they 
could be calculated were given in the table accompanying 
his answer. [This table included the following figures for West 
Indian colonies :—]

EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT SPECIFIED AGES FOR EACH SEX

Colony
Age in Years

0 5 10 20 30 40 50 60 70f

Barbados (1945- 
47):

Male 49.2 56.4 51.8 42.7 34.2 26.0 18.8 13.2 8.8
Female 52.9 60.4 55.8 46.8 38.5 30.4 22.8 15.8 10.0British Guiana 

(1945-47): 
Male 49.3* 51.9 47.6 38.7 30.7 23.0 16.5 11.1 7.5
Female 52.0* 54.0 49.8 41.3 34.4 27.3 20.2 14.2 9.2

British Honduras 
(1945-47): 

Male 45.0 50.7 46.9 38.8 31.7 25.3 19.0 13.2 7.8Female 49.0 53.7 50.0 42.2 35.7 29.2 22.6 15.9 10.0Jamaica (1945-47): 
Male 51.2 55.0 50.8 41.9 34.0 26.4 19.5 13.6 8.4Female 54.6 57.8 53.6 45.1 37.8 30.3 23.0 16.3 10.2Leeward Islands 

(1946) : 
Male 50.0 t 50.2 41.2 33.2 26.1 19.2 t fFemale

Trinidad & Tobago 
(1945-47): 

Male

54.8

53.0

t

54.5

54.4

50.1

45.6

41.2

37.8

33.1

29.9

25.3

22.7

18.3

t

12.5

t

8.2
Female 56.0 56.9 52.4 43.8 36.2 28.7 21.5 15.4 10.1

Notes : *An approximate calculation for 1952 gives an increase of 4 years. 
fNot available.
jin regard to 70 the statistics are unreliable.

Immigrants in U.K. Inquiry. Mr. Johnson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what answer he had given 
to the letter sent to him upon October 1st by Racial Unity 
regarding the appointment of a committee of inquiry into the 
position of coloured people in Great Britain.

In a written answer of November 1st, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 
that he was informing the president of Racial Unity that their 
proposal for a committee of inquiry into the position of coloured 
people in the United Kingdom, and the other matters referred 
to in their letter, were being carefully studied in his department, 
ai}d that a further letter would be sent to them after consultation 
with the other Ministries that were concerned with the affairs 
of those citizens while they were living and working in this 
country. °

Control of Immigration. Mr. Albert Evans asked the 
Secretaiy of State for the Home Department on November 
11th, what conclusion had been reached on the control of im­
migration from British overseas countries.

Major Lloyd George said that he was not at the time able to 
add to previous answers on that subject.

Mr Evans then asked : “ Can the right hon. and gallant 
Gentleman say when we are likely to receive the Government’s 
conclusions ?
i ,Maj°r Lloyd George said that he could not give a

Tk ™ h?,hoped to make a pronouncement soon. He was sure 
that Mr. Evans would appreciate that it was an extremely 
complex and difficult subject. J

Jamaica. In reply to questions by Mr.
G tH’ R' R°Sers- the Secretary of State 

A1/n Eennox-Boyd, said on November 24th 
that the percentages of permanent and seasonal unemployment 
m Jammca were not available. He said the JamaicaPGovern­
ment were continuing their efforts to expand production and 
employment, and the United Kingdom Government had given 
ter fi" and te“ ~ 

Mr. James Griffiths then asked : “ Does the Spcm+anr nf 
propose urgently to review the future plans of JamaiU Will 
he take it from us that it would be the desire of the House, 

in view of the situation, that generous help should be given 
Jamaica to deal with this difficult problem ? ”

In reply, Mr. Lennox-Boyd said that he fully realised the 
magnitude of Jamaica’s problems. As he thought Mr. Griffiths 
knew a new development programme for 1955 to 1960 had 
recently been drawn up.

Emigration to Commonwealth Countries. Mr. Renton 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on November 24th 
what steps were being taken to persuade unemployed people 
in the West Indies to migrate to those parts of the Common­
wealth where their services were most needed and where they 
were likely to be most easily assimilated with the local population.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd said that so far as concerned the Caribbean 
area, the possibilities of settlement in British Guiana and British 
Honduras were examined by the Evans Commission in 1948, 
but its report, together with the subsequent investigations, did 
not hold out any prospects for the immediate future, and that he 
was always ready to discuss with hon. Members of the House, 
and of course with the Government of Jamaica, ways and means 
of finding alternative work for the people of those overcrowded 
colonies in some other part of the British Commonwealth.

British Guiana Oil and Minerals. Mr. J. B. Hynd asked 
the Secretaiy of State for the Colonies what activities were 
under way in British Guiana for oil and mineral exploration; 
which companies were undertaking those activities ; and from 
what dates.

In a written answer of November 3rd, Mr. Lennox-Boyd 
supplied the following information :—

Permission^) to Permission^)
Company. explore for. granted.

McBride Gas and Oil Cor- Oil ... ... ... 9. 9.54
poration 9. 9.54

Morabisi Mining Co. Columbite/Tantalite 18.10.51
27.11.53
7. 7.54

San Francis Metals Co. Columbite/Tantalite 16.11.53
8. 9.54

D. Lewes Radioactive minerals 7.10.54
L. A. Husbands Radioactive minerals 7.10.54
Mazaruni Dredging Co. Gold, precious stones, 11. 9.54

valuable minerals
African Manganese Co., Ltd. Manganese ... ... 24.11.52

9. 2.54
Barima Gold Mining Co. 

(Canada) Ltd.
Gold......................... 1. 1.46

23. 4.49
Valuable Minerals ... 1. 3.52
Manganese and Iron 2. 5.52

Ore
Merumite ... ... 24. 6.52
Manganese and Vai- 12. 1.53

uable Minerals
Manganese ... ... 4. 3.54

B.G. Consolidated Gold­
fields, Ltd.

Gold.......................... 16.10.37
16.10.37

1. 1.38
_ , 15. 3.48
Columbium Corporation ... Columbite/Tantalite 1. 6.51
„ 6. 6.53
Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd. Bauxite ... ... 7. 2.42

21. 6*48
29. 1.48
22. 8.51

Rupununi Gold Mining Co. Gold... ... ... 15. 1.46
(Canada) Ltd.

R. G. Humphrey.............. Gold, Valuable Min- 9. 1.52 
erals and Precious 
Stones

Gold and other Min- 10. 6.52 
erals

Diamonds and Metals Ex- Gold and Precious 26. 4.50 
ploration Co., Ltd. Stones

Harvey Aluminium Inc. ... Bauxite .............. 26.8.53
-o ~ Columbite.............. 4. 6.54
Reynolds Metals Co. ... Bauxite ... ... 1. 1.44

15’ L54 
24.11.47

t • 19- 349in addition, five applications—one for oil, two for iron ore 
and two for mica—are pending.
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British Honduras Development

Statement on London Discussions

Tn the House of Commons on November 4th, Mr.
Alport asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

to make a statement on his discussions with the British 
Honduras delegation.

In a written answer, Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated : “As 
the House will recall, when the new Constitution of the 
colony came into force last spring representatives of the 
Unofficial Members of the Executive Council of British 
Honduras were invited by Her Majesty’s Government 
to visit London for talks on the progress and develop­
ment of the territory. Discussions with the delegation, 
which were also attended by the Governor, have now 
taken place. The discussions centred on the colony’s 
development plan for 1955-60, which was found to be, 
as a whole, sound and well-balanced.

“ As my predecessor informed the House on June 
24th, 1953, Her Majesty’s Government intend to ask 
Parliament, in the forthcoming session, to extend the 
life of the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts and to 
provide further funds under them for the next five years. 
I explained to the delegation that until Parliament has 
decided what money could be made available for the 
colonies as a whole, I could not promise a particular 
government a Colonial Development and Welfare 
allocation for the full period.

“ However, in view of Her Majesty’s Government s 
long standing invitation to the delegation I felt that it 
would be only reasonable that they should have some 
assurance for planning purposes of the Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare assistance which they might expect 
in the immediate future. I have, therefore, told the 
delegation that, subject to Parliament agreeing to 
extend the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts and 
voting the necessary funds I would be prepared to 
makeln initial allocation of £1,250,000 for the next three 
years, to enable the territory to carry on, and if it can 
do so to improve on, the present rate of expenditure on 
development. The delegation welcomed this offer of

ThTterritory would also have £300,000 carried 
over from the existing allocation. ^XTthe^Xry 
be reviewed after two years. In addition the tanto y 
would of course be willing and indeed expected to make 
the maximum possible contribu ion n 250 000 
resources, including possible loans This 
is an advance commitment additional to th 
mentioned in my predecessor s statement 1

raising in the “we Co^^
those departments. . , denartments grouped
will have these responsibi ]lt . public utilities,
as natural resources, social service ML^bers who will 
There will also be the three
share these responsibilities. Ihe posium

Official Members of the Executive Council will not be 
affected.

“ The discussions were conducted throughout in the 
most friendly spirit, and I wish to pay tribute to the way 
in which the Unofficial Members of the Executive 
Council have tackled the problems which have con­
fronted them during their first months of office. Her 
Majesty’s Government feel that a new basis of under­
standing and confidence has been established.”

A further question was put to Mr. Lennox-Boyd on 
November 24th by Mr. T. Reid, who asked what free 
gifts had been made to British Honduras since the end 
of the First World War ; and what additional grants 
had been promised or made this year.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated in a written answer that the 
grants made to date totalled £3,743,749, a small propor­
tion of which had not yet been spent. The grants 
promised totalled £1,373,217. The latter figure included 
the £1,250,000 from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds promised this year.

Colonial Appointments

Decent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the colonial service include the following :—

Alfonso, L. N. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, St. 
Lucia), Assistant Superintendent of Police, Leeward Islands.

Brown, E. M. (Senior Assistant Conservator of Forests, 
Jamaica), Conservator of Forests, Jamaica.

Cann, C. S. (Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica), 
Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica.

Cox V E (Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica), 
Executive Engineer, Public Works Department Jamaica.

Harewood, H. R. (Public Information Officer, British 
Guiana), Registrar General, British Guiana.

Hipgrave; C. C. H. (Land Valuation Officer, Jamaica), Rating 
and Valuation Officer, Federation of Malaya.

Kelsick, T. H. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Leeward 
Islands), Superintendent of Police, Barbados.

McDonald, W. L. (Engineer, Public Works Department, 
Jamaica), Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, 

^Ramirez, W. J. (Assistant Comptroller of Customs, Trinidad), 

Deputy Comptroller of Customs, Irinidad.
Smart, I. (Assistant Crown Solicitor, Trinidad), Deputy

Public Works Department, 
Jamaica), Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, 

^wIlltams, E. V. (Director of Works, British Honduras), 

Director of Public Works, Jamaica.
Wyatt F M. (Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica), 

Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, Jamaica.

New Appointments
St™' M B., bX Steffi. Bahamas.

H StIcey' N P St. C., M.B., F.R.C.S., Surgeon British Guiana. 
Stevens, G. E„ Quantity Surveyor, Trinidad.

, t» informers. Mr. Warbey asked the 
Payment for Police Colonies if he would discontinue 

Secretary of State for th Guiana in view of the fact,
payments to informers>jin B itish Guiana Constitutional
disclosed in from those sources
Commission, that me miu
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Company Reports and Meetings

Barclays Bank D.C.O.
TThe directors, in their report for the year ended September 

30th, state that, after payment of all charges, providing for 
taxation, and deducting transfers to inner reserves, out of which 
reserves provision has been made for diminution in value of 
assets, the net profit amounted to £939,953 to which is added 
£252,354 brought forward from last year, making a total of 
£1,192,307. After appropriating £175,000 for reserve fund, 
£350,000 for premises reserve account, and £204,091 for the 
interim dividends of 4 per cent (actual) on the “ A ” stock and 
on the “ B ” shares, less income tax, paid on June 18th, the 
directors recommend the payment of a final dividend of 4 per 
cent (actual) on the ordinary stock (excluding £1,500,000 of 
new stock which does not rank for dividend in respect of the 
year ended September 30th), less income tax, which will absorb 
£204,091 leaving £259,125 to be carried forward.

Caroni Ltd.
Jn their report for the year ended June 30th, the directors 

state that the consolidated net profit for the year, after 
providing for depreciation and taxation, amounted to £201,009 
to which is added £113,495 brought forward from last year, 
making a total of £314,504. Out of this, £50,000 has been 
transferred to general reserve, leaving £264,504. The dividend 
on the £580,000 6 per cent cumulative preference stock, less 
income tax, paid for the year ended May 31st, absorbed £19,140, 
and out of the balance of £245,364 the directors recommend 
the payment of a dividend on the £840,000 ordinary stock 
at the rate of 3d. per 2/- unit, less income tax, amounting to 
£57,750, leaving £187,614 to be carried forward.

The amount of £68,131 claimed during the year from the 
rehabilitation fund for capital expenditure under the Trinidad 
sugar industry special funds ordinance, 1948, has been credited 
to capital reserve.

The 1954 sugar crop amounted to 55,584 tons (1953_ 
50,836 tons).

The directors recommend that £210,000 out of the amount 
standing to the credit of capital reserve be capitalized and 
applied in paying up in full 2,100,000 ordinary shares of 2/- 
each to be distributed amongst the holders of the existing 
£840,000 ordinary stock in the form of one new fully paid ordinary 
share for every four ordinary stock units of 2/- each held at 
close of business on November 19th.

In his annual statement, which accompanies the report and 
accounts, the chairman, Mr. G. Vernon Tate, states : “ For 
the third year running I am pleased to report a record crop.

P^^n^ttn amounted to 55,584 tons, an increase of 
°ver the Previous year’s figure. Total cane ground 

by the factory amounted to 545,466 tons compared with 516,608 
tons m the previous year. We enjoyed almost ideal weather 
conditions throughout the reaping season. Such conditions are 
traditionally called ‘ normal ’ crop weather, but like the ‘ normal ’ 
English summer, they are unfortunately the exception rather 
than the rule.

“ The enlarged Brechin Castle factory and the installations 
lor storing and transporting our raw sugar for export in bulk 
have now operated for two crops and have fulfilled all expecta­
tions. During the past year we have reaped the full benefit of 
greatly increased economy and efficiency of production, of lower 
handling costs, and of substantial all-round savings which have 
been made possible by the centralization of our affairs These 
factors have contributed in large measure to the improved 
results which we have been able to achieve.”

After dealing briefly with the accounts and with the proposed 
tTnuecF 1U CaPital of tbe company, Mr. Vernon Tate con- 

. “ K profits continue to be satisfactory it is your directors’ 
intention to maintain the dividend on the increased ordinal- 
capital at not less than the current rate

“ It may perhaps be thought that with such exceptionallv 
i® T might have been a little bolder in our 

S^0“1?0^^ year- But we have aIways to bear in 
mind the risks inherent in a business dependent on tropical 
and thp , in this statement—weather
interests wniSWhr Pest~and your directors feel that your 
interests will best be served by a steady policy which will enable 

a reasonable dividend to be paid in good years or bad rather 
than one which would produce violent fluctuations corresponding 
to the changes and chances of conditions in Trinidad.

“ I have referred on previous occasions to the sale of our 
bagasse for manufacture into fibre board, and we have featured 
this aspect of our business on the pictorial page of the report 
and accounts now submitted. It will be appreciated, of course, 
that bagasse is also the source of fuel for operating the sugar 
factory and that it is not, in fact, a waste product.

“ In May, 1954, we signed an agreement with Dominion Oil 
Ltd., a subsidiary of Standard Oil Co. of California, giving them 
the option, exercisable within a maximum period of three years, 
of leasing the oil rights on our properties on a royalty basis. 
During the period of the agreement Dominion Oil Ltd. are 
entitled to carry out surveys and make test borings, and work 
in this connexion is now being carried on. Any material 
information available to your directors will be conveyed to you, 
but at the moment I would emphasize that the agreement 
merely gives an option to lease, which has not so far been 
exercised. The form of lease, which is incorporated in the 
agreement, contains definite drilling obligations.

‘‘It is particularly satisfactory to record that we have con­
tinued to keep the froghopper pest under effective control. 
The almost complete freedom from froghopper damage over the 
past few years has been a major factor contributing to your 
company’s success and great credit is due to Mr. Frank Black­
burn and his assistants who have succeeded in bringing under 
control this pest from which Trinidad has suffered for so many 
years. Prospects for next crop are favourable and given 
reasonable weather conditions we hope that our sugar pro­
duction may be further increased. We have, however, nearly 
reached the limit of production under existing quotas. In the 
1954 crop the total production of export sugar in Trinidad was 
only some 8,000 tons less than the basic overall export quota 
under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. For any additional 
quota Trinidad will be dependent on possible short-falls in other 
Commonwealth territories. Your company’s individual share 
of export quota amounts to 51,490 tons, to which must be added 
6,010 tons for local consumption in Trinidad, giving us a total 
production quota of 57,500 tons. As I have already mentioned, 
our production from the 1954 crop amounted to 55,584 tons, so 
you will see that we have a leeway to make up of only 1,916 tons.

This statement would not be complete without a reference 
to the work of our general manager in Trinidad, Mr. W. H. 
Gilbert. His lifetime’s experience of the island, its people and 
its agriculture, and his single-minded devotion to the company’s 
interests are in no small measure responsible for the great 
improvement in the company’s affairs over recent years. We 
are grateful to him, to our most capable staff, and to our work­
people for their efforts.”

Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd.
THE directors, in their report for the year ended June 30th, 

563^1 u16 °f the Parent company was
£1,563,851, which, added to the dividends received from sub- 
dSuX11?!,01 .^,178 makes a total profit for the year 

3he mtenm dividend of 3d. per 5s. stock unit, 
ee of income tax, paid on June 18th, amounted to £163 946 

¿L450,083. The directors have transferred 
Sonn? exPttration and plant replacement reserve, and 
£500 000 to general reserve, and out of the remainder of £650 083 
nPr the Payment of a final dividend of 9d.
per 5s. stock unit, free of income tax, which will require £491 835 
The remaining sum of £158,248 added to the balance brought 
c^d foXd year °f ¿426-98S leave ¿585'233 to

The net profit of the group for the year from operations in 
Trimdad and elsewhere, after charging depreciation taxation 

investment income was 
£1,851,629, as compared with £1 774 652 fm- ’and ¿1,899,952 for the ye™ before that Precedm8

business. nature of the company’s
After allowing for the final dividend as above, the group
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capital employed at June 30th, 1954, as shown in the consolidated 
balance sheet [not reproduced here], was ¿14,505,181 in the form 
of capital stock and reserves, in addition to which ¿4 371 000 
has be™ set ^ide to meet future taxation. Of the combined 
total oi ¿io,o/b, 181 employed in the group’s business, ¿6,695 636 
was represented by oil rights, buildings, plant and equipment 
(originally costing ¿19,547,992), ¿5,011,586 by investments 
in allied interests and ¿7,168,959 by net working capital.

In December, 1953, the issued capital of the company was 
increased to ¿3,278,904 by capitalizing ¿1,639,452 of the share 
premium account, being cash already subscribed by stock­
holders.

Net capital expenditure of the group amounted to ¿2,161,155, 
mainly for normal requirements such as drilling, production and 
refinery equipment, tankage and marketing facilities, as well as 
in respect of the new tanker.

Operations in Trinidad are :—

Footage drilled*

Year to June 30 th 
1954 1953 1952
185,000 217,200 

7,382,600 
27,143,500 
substantial

Crude oil produced (barrels)*  7,664,300 
Crude oil refined (barrels) f 26,690,800

206,900
7,243,000

26,568,700
The company continued to purchasex x ___________ quantities

of crude oil under long term arrangements, and to refine on 
behalf of others.

The total area in Trinidad controlled by the group at June 
30th, 1954 (excluding joint venture holdings), was 135,536 acres, 
of which 134,263 acres comprised oil rights.

Wholly owned subsidiary companies, the accounts of all of 
which are embodied in the consolidated balance sheet now 
submitted, comprise Siparia Trinidad Oilfields Ltd. ; Trinidad 
Leaseholds (Chemicals) Ltd. ; Trinidad Leaseholds (Canada) 
Ltd. ; Trinidad Leaseholds (Jamaica) Ltd. ; Trinidad Lease­
holds (Puerto Rico) Incorporated ; Cia de Petróleo Trinidad 
(Santo Domingo) C. por A. ; Regent Petroleum Tankship Co., 
Ltd. ; and Trinidad Leaseholds (New York) Incorporated.

Trade investments, shown in the consolidated balance sheet at 
June 30th, 1954, at ¿5,011,586, comprise the company’s partici­
pation in Regent Oil Company Ltd. together with other interests.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd.
Gpeaking at the annual general meeting held in London on 
° November 4th, the chairman, Mr. Kenneth A. E. Moore, 
said : “As you will have seen from the directors’ report and the 
audited accounts [reviewed in last Circular] the results of our 
operations during the year ended July 31st, 1954, were remark­
ably satisfactory. The profit of ¿773,000 before taxation was 
the highest in the long history of the company and production 
at about 3,320,000 barrels, though fractionally less than that 
for the previous year, was substantially above the long-term 

average. . . , . ,, . . ,
“ To give these results some perspective it is desirable to taxe 

a broad look at our affairs and at the various factors on which 
our fortunes are directly dependent.

Production
“ Taking production first the facts are that during the past 

17 years ended July 31st, 1954, we have produced over 51^^ 
barrels of oil, an annual average of about 3,000,000 barrels. 
It has only been possible to maintain production at this level 
by the intensive drilling of new wells year after yea£ ° * 
proved and unproved areas, so as to make good the decline in 
flow from older wells. Thus, during the P3^ ’^^num 
new wells have been completed—an average of 32 per mum. 
In the past year no less than 56 new wells were completed, only 

one of which failed to produce oil.
“ This higher tempo of drilling has only been 

result of the ingenuity, skill, and industry of our technicians 
and field engineers in adapting modem tec^iques 
ment to the peculiar geological conditions found in Trinidad

“ Not only have they succeeded in increasing the speed of 
drilling but also for the first time for many years the' al 1̂ S 
rise in the cost per foot drilled has been arrested, and, indeed, 

this year this cost is the lowest since 1949.
“ For their achievements in this regard 

nicians, engineers, and workpeople of should accord
especial thanks and it is appropriate that we 
them here and now when we are talking a P

• For gioup account.
fFor own account and as agents.

While on the subject of production I need hardly remind 
you that there is a limit to the life of any oilfield. We have 
done our best over the years to extend the area of our oil leases 
and, by exploratory drilling, to look both further afield and to 
deeper horizons in the effort to find new reserves to replace those 
in course of exhaustion. Thus, we now have oil leases on land 
covering nearly three times the area we held in 1937 and these 
leases are believed to contain substantial oil reserves. The 
chances of increasing our land areas in the future are somewhat 
remote since virtually all likely areas have already been taken 
up by one or other of the companies operating in the island. 
However, as I mentioned at last year’s meeting, we have been 
granted a marine oil mining licence covering some 350 square 
miles situated off the south and west coasts of Trinidad.

Trinidad Northern Areas, Ltd.
“ I am glad to be able to report to you to-day that we have now 

completed the negotiations with Trinidad Northern Areas, Ltd., 
and have entered into an agreement under which that company 
will undertake at their own risk and expense the initial explora­
tory drilling. We shall have the right to come in on the develop­
ment stage up to 50 per cent, if the exploratory drilling is 
sufficiently encouraging to warrant commercial development. 
Of course, if we do come in we shall have to stand our share of 
the development expenditure. In this connexion I should 
warn you that marine drilling has been computed to be as much 
as five times as costly as drilling on land and it is to be hoped 
that the Government of Trinidad will be prepared to recognize 
this by giving depletion and other allowances comparable with 
those available in certain other parts of the world, otherwise 
it is extremely doubtful whether the development of the marine 
areas generally can be a commercial proposition.

“ The partners in Trinidad Northern Areas, Ltd., are the 
D’Arcy Exploration Co., Ltd., the United British Oilfields of 
Trinidad, Ltd., and Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., and it is a 
measure of the public spirit of those large and experienced cor­
porations that they are prepared at enormous expense to take 
the initial risks of exploratory drilling. They have already 
commenced the drilling of a test well in their own marine area 
adjoining ours, and in due course will start operations in our area.

Main Exploratory Effort

“ But to return to our main exploratory effort on land, which 
has been directed in recent years mainly to the Moruga area, 
you will be interested to know that after many setbacks and 
disappointments we have only in the last few days received 
information that our exploratory well Moruga 15 has been 
brought into production from the cretaceous, a zone from which 
we have not previously obtained oil. The initial rate of flow 
through a 3-16 in. bean was 350 barrels a day with a water 
content of 8 per cent. We have this morning received a cable 
informing us that the water content has increased to 34 per cent., 
and that the flow has decreased to 288 barrels a day. This 
gives us cause for serious anxiety as to the future trend of pro­
duction from this sand. The oil is very much heavier and more 
viscous than that which we obtain from our normal wells. 
Time alone will show whether and to what extent this discovery 
is important. I may mention that there is another promising 
sand in the same well and in the cretaceous which remains to 
be tested. .

“ On the general subject of oil reserves, while it is comforting 
to have good reason to believe that there is plenty of oil in the 
ground the cost of finding and producing it has always been 
high in’ Trinidad owing to the difficult geological conditions and 
the scattered and lenticular nature of the oil deposits

“ In this context, therefore, world oil prices and the dollar/ 
sterling rate of exchange are of paramount importance. So far 
since the war, world oil prices, as evidenced by Gulf Coast export 
prices have stood up remarkably well and as we sell our oil 
on the basis of those prices and in terms of United States dollars 
the devaluation of the pound in 1949 benefited us cons;derably 

in terms of sterling.

Prices and Costs
" Tf fake the index value of the price realized for our oil 

o! in 1939 as being 100, the figure for 1953-54 was about 
per barrel in 1939 as 400 in terms of
232 m United Statesrealization per barrel in 
l^mo^^^ “3

the new long-term
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oil sales contract entered into with. United British. Oilfields of 
Trinidad, Ltd., in 1952. During the same period, owing to 
increases in material and labour costs and the wider scope of 
our operations, the cost per barrel of oil produced has risen in 
almost the same proportion. From all I have said you will 
realize that assuming, as I think we fairly can, that our oil 
reserves are quite satisfactory, our fortunes in the years to 
come will depend very largely on the course of world oil prices 
and of the dollar/sterling exchange, provided, of course, that the 
company’s affairs continue to be well managed, that a happy 
balance is kept between expenditure on what I call bread and 
butter drilling and on exploratory drilling, and that we continue 
to enjoy stable and wise government in Trinidad.

“ In January of this year we received a letter from Mr. Harrison 
Hayes, who had been appointed by the Canadian Courts as 
liquidator of British Controlled Oilfields, Ltd., asking that he 
might be allowed to appoint a leading firm of consulting engineers 
to undertake a survey of the company’s oil properties in Trinidad 
in order that he might be in a position to assess the value of the 
British Controlled Oilfields’ holding of ¿500,000 ordinary stock 
in Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. This request was 
considered by your board at a meeting held on February 16th. 
and a reply was sent to the liquidator agreeing that such in­
vestigation and valuation might be made on condition that the 
valuators released their report to the liquidator and to your 
board simultaneously and that neither the board nor the liquidator 
would disclose or make any use whatsoever of such report and 
valuation without reference to each other.

“ Your board also specified that the liquidator could not make 
use of any such valuation for the purpose of disposing of the 
B.C.O. holding except upon the understanding that your board 
would be at liberty simultaneously to notify the shareholders 
as a whole of the contents thereof. These conditions were agreed 
to by the liquidator who appointed a firm of consulting engineers 
from Dallas, Texas, to carry out the investigation. Representa­
tives of this firm arrived on our field on June 23rd and completed 
their survey on August 7th, but up to date we have not received 
their report.

“ In the meantime your company continues not only to carry 
on with vigour its work of searching for and winning oil, but also 
to have regard to its responsibilities to the government and 
people of the island of Trinidad in relation to employment and 
social welfare. We have, as you know, for long undertaken a 
programme embracing such activities as building roads and 
houses, providing drainage and sanitation, gas and electricity, 
medical services, clubs, playing fields, etc., and, in addition, we 
are providing technical and other educational facilities for local 
boys, including scholarships to British universities. Your board 
has, m fact, over many years pursued what I think may fairly be 
regarded as a progressive policy, and as a result the company 
has not only prospered financially, but has made and continues 
to make a substantial contribution to human welfare in the 
island of Trinidad.”

The report and accounts were adopted.

Directorate

Having regard to the fact that notice had been received from 
a shareholder to oppose their re-election, and having been 
informed by the proxy of the liquidator of B.C.O. that he would 
exercise his voting power representing 50 per cent, of the ordinary 
capital against their re-election, the chairman announced that 
Sir John Huggins, Sir Thomas Frazer, and himself had decided 
not to offer themselves for re-election.

Before concluding the chairman said that he would like to take 
the opportunity of expressing in public sincere thanks to the 
managing director, Commander H. V. Lavington, for his devoted, 
distinguished, and loyal service, both in Trinidad and in London’ 
during the past 32 years.

Following the decision of the chairman and his two colleagues 
not to seek re-election, Lord Rothes and Mr. T. L. Jacks 
announced their intention to resign at the end of the meeting.

The motions of Mr. L. A. Hart for the election of General Sir 
Leslie Chasemore Hollis and Captain Dennis Comins as directors 
were defeated on a show of hands, but were declared carried on 
a poll.
, and Commander J. A. Paul, who were co-opted
to the board during the year, were re-elected as directors.

Tributes were paid by several shareholders to the chairman 
and his retiring colleagues for their able and successful endeavours 
on behalf of the company over so many years.

West Indian Passenger List

Royal Mail Lines, Ltd.
Sailings to Bermuda, Bahamas and Jamaica, in R.M.S.P. Ebro 

(Captain H. Davies), London, November 26th :—-
Mrs. R. Allan
Mr. N. F. Blackwood
Mr. H. R. Law

Mr. I. L. Mooney 
Mrs. Parker

Vice-Admiral Sir Sydney 
& Lady Raw 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Wilmin

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain

J. A. Carter), Liverpool, November 5th :—
Mrs. A. F. Adamson Mr. E. C. Jones Mr. T. C. Yearwood
Mr. D. H. Cunningham Mr. A. Scotland

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 
S. Armitage), Liverpool, December 2nd :—
Mr. C. W. Robb Mr. G. E. Turner Miss Stella Williams

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain J. A. 
Carter), Liverpool, November 22nd :—
Mrs. D. A. Delph Mr. J. F. Gordon Mrs. J. Kerry
Mrs. M. Delph Mr. D. M. Harding Mr. F. Lee-Own
Mr. & Mrs. R. Dujardin Mr. T. W. Harris Mr. & Mrs. C. Woodward

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Bonaire (Captain 

L. J. Butter), Plymouth, November 13th :—
Mrs. V. M. Dummett Miss S. L. Harrison Mrs. C. V. Jacob
Miss E. H. Gill Mr. G. R. Jacob Miss S. Reid

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.v. Oranjestad 
(Captain C. Ewouds), Plymouth, November 17th :—
Mr. E. A. Booth Mrs. M. Frew Mr. S. W. Lencheford
Mrs. M. Brown Mr. & Mrs. N. Harrison Mr. F. W. Thorogood
Mr. R. M. Brown Miss C. Harrison

Saguenay Terminals, Ltd.
Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Hindanger (Captain J. 

Mjelde), Glasgow, November 4th :—
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Cook Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Fletcher Mr. & Mrs. R. N. Siegert 
Mrs. D. de Freitas

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.v. Corona (Captain K. 
Pedersen), London, November 30th :—
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barcellos Major S. W. Henwood Mrs. V. F. Skey
Mr. A. R. Boyd Mr. & Mrs. R. S. Reed Miss G. R. Trumper
Mr. & Mrs. L. W. Harris

Fyffes Line
Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Golfito 

(Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, October 26th :—

Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Caine 
Mrs. R. M. Doorly 
Mrs. H. M. Drummond 
Mr. A. McFarlane

Mr. & Mrs. H. Arrindell
Dr. & Mrs.S.Boodoosingh
Mr. C. H. Butt
Mr. H. N. Celestin
Mr. & Mrs. I. J. Cook
Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Dias 
Miss S. Edun
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gameson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. lanson 
Mrs. Imrie
Mr. A. T. Luker

Mr. S. Bird
Mr. D. CoUier
Dr. & Mrs. R. A. Cory 
Hon. & Mrs. J. L. Cundall 
Mrs. H. Daniel
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Ellis 
Mrs. M. E. Ewen

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. R. McKenzie 
Mrs. R. S. Maynard 
Mr. C. L. Pitt 
Mrs. O. Ramsey

Trinidad
Mr. M. MacKay
Mr. & Mrs. G. McMillan 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Merry 
Capt. & Mrs. H. Metivier 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Morgan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Morton-

Gittens
Mr. G. O. O’Reilly 
Mr. T. J. O’Sullivan 
Mr. D. Paterson 
Hon. & Mrs. J. L. Perez

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. S. Faulkner 
Mrs. L. M. Flynn 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hepher 
Mr. D. K. Hodgson 
Mr. W. A. Lundborg 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Muschett 
Mrs. Neilson

Col. & Mrs. J. P. Roach 
Miss E. L. Wilkin 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wilkinson 
Miss M. J. Wilkinson

Mr. L. C. Preau-Hill
Mr. & Mrs. W. Sandiford 
Mrs. D. E. Scipio-Pollard 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith 
Mr. W. H. Smith 
Mrs. E. V. Struthers 
Mr. Venning 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Westbury 
Mrs. E. M. Westwood 
Mr. & Mrs. F. D. Widdup

Mr. W. E. Steadman
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sudbury
Mr. J. Thomas
Mrs. J. Turnbull 
Dr. & Mrs. A.

Westmorland

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Corrales (Captain R. A. 
Laycock), Liverpool, October 28th :—
Mr. A. Allen 
Mr. A. A. Bailey 
Miss S. Brown

Mr. & Mrs. S. B. Caldwell Mr. G. A. Gordon 
Mr. L. S. Evans Mr. W. G. Gregory

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Tilapa (Captain G. M. 
Roberts), Avonmouth, October 29th :__
Miss^^G^te Fairclough Mr. & Mrs Gosling Mr. J. A. Williams 
ivnss Lrayie Misses L. & P. Patrick

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in 
Lock), Southampton, November 1st 
Lieut.-Col. A. C. Alan- Miss A. B. Baxter

Williams Sir Henry Brown

s.s. Matina (Captain W. G.

Mr. C. Vaughan
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Fyffes Line—continued
Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina, 

(Captain F. P. Inch), Avonmouth, October 26th :—

Sailings to Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
(Captain R. W. Lundy), Avonmouth, November 23rd —-

Mr. & Mrs. T. Dowding 
Miss F. Dowding 
Mrs. M. K. du Boulay 
Miss M. M. du Boulay 
Mr. S. Fountain

Mr. J. Aleong
Mr. & Mrs. J. Calderwood 
Miss J. Calderwood 
Mr. R. T. Charles
Mrs. D. M. Dickie
Mr. E. J. Hatt
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Knaggs 
Misses E. & M. Knaggs

Mr. & Mrs. J. Atkinson 
Miss A. R. Divine
Mr. & Mrs. J. McGillivray

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Dodd), Avonmouth, November 2nd :—
Miss E. Bedward 
Mrs. M. V. Brown 
Mr. J. Bruce 
Mrs. C. V. Gaynor 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Gee 
Mrs. B. Glasgow 
Miss J. Grant

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Philpott), London, November 3rd :— 
Mrs. E. Burton Mr. I. Forbes
Miss D. Cornwall Miss P. McMurrin
Mrs. I. Ennis Miss S. Pringle

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Barber), Liverpool, November 9th :—
Mrs. D. H. Dale 
Mrs. M. M. Evans 
Miss N. Evans 
Mrs. L. H. Findlater

Home arrivals from Jamaica, Trinidad and Barbados, in 
s.s. Ariguani (Captain R. W. Lundy), November 15th : ■

Miss C. A. Binns
Mr. F. F. Bruin
Mrs. G. Clarke
Miss D. Davis
Mrs. L. A. Evans
Miss S. M. Fenty

Mr. & Mrs. D. Brown

Miss B. Cozens-Hardy
from Jamaica, in s.s.Home arrivals -------

T. C. Crane), Liverpool, November 16th :—
Mr. A. Black Miss D. Christian Mr. M. Smith
Miss M. Brown Miss I. Harris
Miss V. Campbell Miss M. Hollingsworth

Mr. J. Wright

Home arrivals from Barbados, Trinidad and Jamaica in 
s.s Mfito (Captain T. H. Bull), Southampton, November

21st

Captain & Mrs. A.
Fitzsimmons

Mrs. L. Farrell 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Hicks 
Mrs. M. Hombemsley 
Mrs. H. Macaulay

Mr. S. Angove
Mr. & Mrs. J. Ellis

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain W. J. Dodd) 

Avonmouth, November 12th :
Mrs. M. A. Abbott 
Mr. C. Bamatter 
Mr. C. L. Blair 
Mrs. K. Burrowes 
Mr. R. G. Bush 
Mr. R. W. Campbell 
Mr. J. G. Chin 
Miss E. F. Cleary 
Miss L. D. Coy 
Rev. & Mrs. F. Dowlen 
Mr. T. W. Drew 
Miss J. C. Ferguson 
Mrs. A. M. Fulford 
Mrs. F. L. Gentry 
Lieut.-Col. J. B. Hanafin 
Col. P. J. Hanafin 
Mrs. N. J. Huddle

Barbados
Mrs. H. F. Hadow
Mrs. M. M. Hazell
Mr. & Mrs. F. R. Howell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Lashley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. McDougall 

Trinidad
Mr. G. C. Knox
Mr. G. M. Leveine
Mr. & Mrs. F. B. Little
Mr. M. J. Ludgate-

Woodhead
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Mendes 
Mrs. K. A. Ogier
Mr. R. P. Parlour

Jamaica
Mr. & Mrs. J. Russell 
Mrs. D. M. Stafford

Mrs. J. O. Hannen 
Mr. W. Henry 
Mr. C. Howell 
Mr. F. Jones 
Mrs. G. Lovelace 
Mrs. G. McCormack

Mrs. F. G. Gordon 
Mr. H. B. Lewis 
Mrs. A. K. Palmer

Jamaica
Mr. D. Francis 
Mr. C. Hinds 
Mrs. M. Rainford 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Read 
Mrs. A. Reisner 
Mr. J. Scicluna

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. I. Holland 

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. M. M. Ramm

Barbados
Rev. A. S. Ripper

Trinidad
Mr. J. Meakin
Mr. M. Millar
Mr. W. Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. H. Reid

Jamaica
Mr. H. Ford
Mr. & Mrs. L. Holloway

Mrs. R. E. Hughes- 
Hallett

Dr. H. C. James
Mrs. B. A. Johnson
Mrs. M. F. Kelly
Miss M. J. Leicester
Miss D. Lester
Mr. H. Levy
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Milner
Miss E. S. Morton
Mrs. E. Nancarrow
Mr. & Mrs. M. K. Nunes
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Ordonez 
Mrs. S. Payn
Mr. & Mrs. K. J. Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. O. N. Phillips

Mr. J. S. Mordecai
Mr. & Mrs. V. Smith
Mr. P. Stormonth-

Darling

Mrs. P. M. Richard
Mrs. A. J. Soni
Miss E. D. Thyne 
Mrs. H. C. Webber 
Mr. P. Winter 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Wittett 
Miss P. Wittett

Mr. V. A. Valentine
Mr. & Mrs. O. F. Wright

Bayano (Captain W. J.

Miss L. Meats 
Mrs. E. Scott 
Miss V. M. Scott 
Mrs. P. E. Stainton 
Mr. W. S. Stewart 
Mr. A. G. Thompson

Tetela (Captain R. D.

Mr. H. Sharpe 
Miss I. White

Manistee (Captain F. T.

Mr. & Mrs. T. Patrickson 
Miss V. Patrickson
Mr. J. A. Wray

Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomson
Mr. L. A. Wilks
Mr. & Mrs. A. Williamson

Mr. & Mrs. A. Starck

Tortuguero (Captain

Mrs. N. Storey

Miss P. Reid 
Mr. O. Stagg 
Mrs. M. Walcott 
Mr. L. Watson

Mr. R. Petchey
Mr. & Mrs. G. Rundle

Mr. H. A. Plant 
Miss M. F. Plant 
Mr. S. R- Rippon 
Mrs. N. A. Roxburgh 
Miss E. A. Saunders 
Mrs. L. G. Savage 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Setton 
Miss A. Setton 
Mrs. S. Smith 
Mr. G. Strachan 
Miss D. I. Thomas 
Mrs. E. Thomas 
Miss I. J. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Thorogood 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Tildesley 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Tuach

Rev. & Mrs. A. Armstrong 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Bolton 
Mrs. M. Bryson

Mr. & Mrs. C. Achong 
Mrs. L. P. Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Atkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. D. Best 
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Boyle 
Mr. T. S. Burrowes 
Mr. & Mrs. E. V. Bynoe 
Mr. C. F. Canterbury 
Mrs. C. Coyle

Mr. & Mrs. K. M. Bynoe 
Miss M. A. Fisher 
Mrs. M. L. Hallett 
Miss C. M. Hallett

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s. 
G. Gautier), Plymouth, November 12th :—
Mr. D. Alleyne 
Mr. F. Andrew 
Miss P. Austin 
Mrs M. Bain 
Mr. N. Barrow 
Mrs. D. Belfield 
Mr. H. Belle 
Mr. H. Benjamin 
Miss P. Berkeley 
Mr. L. Burnett 
Miss J. Callender 
Mr. P. Carmichael 
Miss B. Carrillo 
Mr. P. Charles 
Mr. E. Collymore 
Mr. D. Cottle 
Mr. E. Craigg 
Mr. J. Cumberbatch 
Mr. L. Cumberbatch 
Mrs. W. Cummins 
Mr. A. De Silva 
Mrs. S. Dummett 
Mr. P. Ellisson 
Mr. F. Etienne 
Mr. A. Fermin 
Mr. P. Forde 
Mr. L. Gale 
Mr. S. Giraud 
Mr. C. Gollop 
Mr. C. Gumbs 
Mr. W. Guy 
Mr. L. Hall 
Mr. J. Haly 
Mr. T. Harvey 
Mr. L. Hazarie 
Mr. S. Henry
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hinds 
Mr. D. Hinds 
Miss M. Howard

Sailings to the ------ - .
Lombard), Southampton, October 29th :—

Mr. P. Ashwell 
Mrs. D. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Barrett 
Miss J. Blackman 
Rev. & Mrs. L. Britton 
Mr. G. Brown 
Miss M. Carmichael 
Miss C. Chung 
Miss C. Cecil 
Mrs. L. Cossou 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Costelloe 
Miss J. Cullen 
Mrs. M- Cullen 
Mrs. E. David 
Mr. & Mrs. J. de Freitas 
Mr. & MrS. J. Dodwell 
Miss M. Dorricott 
Miss M. Elliott 
Mrs. S. Farrah 
Mr. I. Figueroa 
Mrs. H. Fisher
Mr. D. Fletcher 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Ford 

H. FulfordMrs. 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss

I. Gibson
I. Gothenberg
R. Guada
R. HallMrs. —----- .

Miss M. Harns
Mrs. P. Hearth 
Mr. H. Henderson 
Mrs. J. Henderson

Barbados

Mr. & Mrs. A. O. Cheape 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Mandeville 
Mr. W. F. Marshall

Trinidad

Sir Frank & Lady 
Engledow

Mr. R. J. Ferbrache
Mrs. H. P. Ford 
Mrs. E. W. Guy 
Mr. G. L. Jeffrey 
Rev. & Mrs. D. R. Lewis 
Mrs. D. L. Marcano

Jamaica

Capt. &Mrs. R. Hamilton- 
Smith

Mr. D. Hamilton-Smith 
Mr. C. A. Lawla

French Line

Mr. F. Hunte 
Mr. G. Jackman 
Mrs. M. James 
Mr. C. C. Jones 
Mr. W. Jones 
Mr. H. Jordan 
Miss S. Jordan 
Mr. A. Joseph 
Mr. C. Joseph 
Mr. H. Joseph 
Mr. R. Joseph 
Miss J. Josiah 
Mr. & Mrs. K. King 
Mr J. Koot 
Mr. A. Lee 
Mr. H. Leonard 
Mr. C. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Lewis 
Mr. R. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Licorish 
Miss J. Livesey 
Mr. L. Lowe 
Mrs. A. Lucas 
Mr. F. McCalman 
Mr. R. McDonald 
Mr. A. McNeily 
Mr. S. Maharaj 
Miss M. Mansfield 
Mr. E. Maycock 
Mr. G. Mentor 
Mr. K. Mills 
Mr. W. Moaze 
Mr. N. Mohammed 
Mrs. M. Moore 
Mr. H. Newton 
Mr. J. Norde 
Mr. S. Nurse 
Mr. M. Pasea 
Mrs. H. Payne

West Indies, in s.s. Antilles (Captain R.

Rev. G. Hicks 
Mr. V. Hoating 
Miss S. Hobson 
Mrs. M. Hobson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hutcheon 
Mr. J. Jenkins 
Miss D. Johnson 
Miss P. Kay 
Mr. M. Khan 
Miss S. Knight 
Mr. T. Kumar 
Mr. R. Kurup 
Mrs. E. Labad 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Lake 
Mr. H. Lewis 
Mr. J. Lewis
Major & Mrs. G.Liddelow 
Miss A. Linge 
Mr. K. McCool 
Sister M. McKenna 
Mr. C. McLean 
Mrs. M. Masson 
Mr. R. Milne 
Mr. F. Morgan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Moseley 
Mrs. G. Murphy 
Mr. J. Murphy 
Mr. H. Myles 
Lady O’Reilly 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Parsons 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Pegrum 
Miss V. Pegrum

Mr. D. A. Miller
Mr. A. E. Wright

Mr. J. B. McPherson
Mr. A. L. Potter
Dr. B. Singh
Miss I. R. Skinner
Miss F. M. Tebbutt
Mr. & Mrs. C. P. Waller 
Mrs. I. D. Waterman 
Mr. A. J. Wells

Mrs. M. V. Phillips
Mrs. E. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. D. F. Walker

s. Colombie (Captain

Miss E. Perkins 
Mrs. M. Persad 
Mr. R. Phillip 
Mr. W. Pinder 
Mr. W. Pond 
Mrs. A. Pooler 
Mrs. P. Prescod-Smith 
Mr. B. Ramdai 
Mr. J. Richards 
Mr. C. Roberts 
Mrs. H. Roberts 
Mr. C. Robinson 
Mr. A. Serrant 
Mr. Watson Simon 
Mr. Wendell Simon 
Miss B. Singh 
Mr. N. Singh 
Mr. D. Sirju 
Mr. C. Skeete 
Mr. P. Springer 
Miss T. Small 
Mr. L. Smith 
Mr. H. Taitt 
Mr. A. Tang 
Mr. R. Thompson 
Mr. M. Toussaint 
Mr. E. Trin 
Mr. U. Turner 
Mr. R. Vandeyer 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Walker 
Miss P. Walters 
Mr. E. Weekes 
Miss E. Williams 
Mr. L. Williams 
Mrs. M. Williams 
Mr. F. Williamson 
Mr. A. Wilson 
Mr. A. Whyte

Mr. & Mrs. F. Peter
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phillips
Mr. M. Rahiman
Mr. J. Ramlall
Miss H. Rawlinson
Mr. Rishiram
Mr. & Mrs. C. Roett
Mrs. B. Russell
Mr. & Mrs. M. Rust
Mr. H. Samlalsingh
Mr. & Mrs. J. Saunders 
Miss M. Sellier 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Singh 
Sister C. Southwood 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Strongetharm
Mr. S. Swash
Mrs. C. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. A. Thomson 
Rev. A. Thornton-Down 
Miss N. Thornton-Down 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Turner 
Mrs. M. Wahlen 
Mr. & Mrs. Weatherhead 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Webb 
Mr. W. Webster 
Mr. F. Whyte 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Wight 
Mr. P. Wilding 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Zanela
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The Markets
- D & c emh &th 1954

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
’ year ago are shown below :—

* Free of Income Tax.

Dividend for Latest Price Dec.
Latest Year Quotation 1953

2i Consols 66 68xd 641 661
31 War Loan 89 90 851 861

10 Angostura Bitters.......................... 40/- 47/6 37/6 42/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 32/6 35/- 32/- 34/-

—— Antigua Sugar Factory .............. 15/- 15/6 17/- 18/-
*50 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 29/- 30/6 43/11 45/71

8 Barclays Bank D.C.O. Ord. Stock 41/6 44/6xd 36/- 39/-
*15 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 36/9 37/3 26/6 27/-

6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 24/- 24/6 22/9 23/6
8 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/71 2/11 -/I01 1/3

12i Caroni Ltd. 2/— 4/3 5/3 2/3 2/9
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref........................ 21/3 22/3 19/3 20/3

♦7 Jamaica Sugar Estates 5/- 9/3 10/3 5/3 5/9
25 Kern Oil Co. 4/— 14/3 15/3 13/- 14/-
15 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 48/6 50/6 33/9 34/9
20 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/3 2/9 1/6 2/—
14| Royal Bank of Canada §10 350/ 370/ 265/- 285/-*15 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 53/— 54/— 62/- 63/—♦9 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 28/6 30/- 18/9 20/-37J Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 42/6 44/3 23/6 25/-♦20 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— .. 28/9 29/9xd 32/6 33/6xd*20 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 27/9 29/3 21/- 23/651 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 23/- 20/3 21/371 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 5/3 6/3 5/- 5/6*12i United British Oilfields 6/8 23/- 24/6 22/- 23/6♦6f West Indies Sugar ... 30/71 32/6 23/9 26/36 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 22/— 24/- 22/— 24/-

Cocoa. During the first part of the month under review the 
price of Accra advanced to 425/-, but at the close the value is 
about 410/-. Actual manufacturers have purchased only small 
quantities of cocoa. Owing to reports of bad weather conditions 
prevailing in both Grenada and Trinidad, there has been a 
scarcity of offers from these colonies, but some business has been 
done in Trinidad plantation first marks at about 425/- per 50 kilos 
f.o.b. and in fine estates Grenada at from 420/- to 430/- per 50 kilos

Honey. The market is unchanged. The last quotations 
were: Australian light amber 105/- and medium amber 97/6' 
Jamaica 120/- to 130/- per cwt. ex store terms.

Pimento. An allocation was made to exporters and 
merchants during the month at 300/- per cwt., f.o.b.

Ginger. The market has continued extremely quiet with 
practically no trade buying reported. Spot prices of Jamaica 
continue unchanged with No. 3 grade quoted at 250/- and No 2 
grade at 255/- per cwt., ex store terms London.

Nutmegs. During the month there has been a fairly good 
demand for all grades, particularly defectives. Spot quotations 
are : sound 80s 2/11, sound unassorted 2/2 and defectives 1/11 
Boi ??Und 80s W. sound unassorted
•¿/Of, and defectives l/7f per lb., c.i.f.

Mace. Supplies are becoming difficult with the news that 
Grenada as unable to offer any grade at present. NomtaS 
quotations are : whole pale 8/7, and No. 1 broken 7/10 per lb ,

ÄBoard of Tradc
Imports cwts.
Sierra Leone

Year
1952

21,704 
1,038,354

942,712

Year
1953

J anuary-October
1953 1954

Gold Coast
Nigeria
Western Samoa and Ross Depen-

14,340
1,294,242

992,268

14,340
1,126,389

799,132

7,809 
1,008,853 

871,280

Jamaica ... 14,724 27,299 16,350 37,418
Windward Islands 28,532 28,492 12,638
Trinidad ... 25,557 35,163 33,628 38,460

her Commonwealth Countries’ 
Netherlands

31,194
5,101

39,721
8,717

39,180
5,386

28,497
26,333

Brazil 51,714 34,818 28,513 126,237
Other foreign countries 15,141

67,112
104,901
46,996

57,469
45,747

207/493 
64,265

Less powder and butter.............. 2,252,345
182,754

2,626,997
139,679

2,194,626
122,591

2,429,283
182,996

Total, Cocoa, Raw

Exports..............................
2,069,591 2,487,318 2,072,035 2,246,287

225,365 
Month of

165,095 
September

139,078 ~ 121,531 
J anuary-September

Consumption of raw
134,134
369,000

1954 1953 1954
Stocks (end of September)

486,000
1,812,028 1,870,636

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for October, 1954, are 
as follows :—■

Year Year J anuary-October
Imports of Unrefined tons 1952 1953 1953 1954
Mauritius... 250,651 250,494 143,404 226,804
Australia ... 117,545 497,350 338,700 382,717
Fiji 9,220 51,813 35,223 71,200
Jamaica ... 134,091 158,481 145,675 197,667
Leeward Islands 69,052 68,481 68,422 44,560
Windward Islands 8,955 9,316 9,316 8,767
Barbados ... 82,147 126,916 119,623 111,262
Trinidad ... 84,111 128,877 127,394 139,012
British Guiana ... 131,844 129,024 99,505 116,661
Other Commonwealth Countries 442 21,098 801 143,125
Puerto Rico 80,006 —— — —.
Cuba 550,379 1,086,408 937,040 356,360
Dominican Republic 425,587 282,179 277,537 310,401
Peru 3,831 — 4,003
Other foreign countries ... 27,430 172,312 157,850 17,850

Total ... 1,975,291 2,982,749 2,460,490 2,130,389

Month of September J anuary-September
Consumption 1953 1954 1953 1954
Refined ... 21,937 551 50,867 3,264
Unrefined... 230,197 247,467 1,816,333 1,916,739

Total ... 252,134 248,018 1,867,200 1,920,003

Stocks (end of September) 1953 1954
Home Grown Beet 70,900 68,450
Imported Refined 500
Imported Unrefined 856,700 1,287,550

Total ... 928,100 1,356,000

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for October, 1954, are as 
follows :—

Imports proof gallons
In steel drums* ...
In casks and bottles* ...

Year Year
1952 1953

7 Ai aI 2,686,2167,248,614^ 1;444;807

Total........................... 7,248,614 4,131,023

Exports............................................. 612,427 786,866
Month of September

„ . 1953 1954
Consumption............................... 97,623 88,089
stocks (end of September) ...12,002,000 9,859,000

♦ Not separately distinguished in 1952.

J anuary-October
1953 1954

2,099,527 21,167
1,374,974 1,572,782

3,474,501 1,593,949

626,212 720,955
January-September

1953 1954
747,817 658,643

Grenada Bananas

Our Grenada correspondent commented in the October 
issue of the Circular on the steadily growing interest 
m banana production in the island. Fruit Intelligence, 
the monthly journal of the Commonwealth Economic 

ommittee, reports that a ten-year contract has been 
signed between Grenada banana growers and a United 
Kingdom marketing company for the purchase of all 
bananas grown for export of the Lacatan or Gros Michel 
varieties. The agreement is similar to those already 
signed by growers in St. Lucia, St. Vincent and 
Dominica Banana exports from Grenada for the first 
half of 19o4 totalled 38,000 bunches, against 5,000 
bunches during the same period in 1953.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
October Production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 262,525 barrels. ë^onne

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Production 
5^2^ ended November 1st was

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd The 

k““' °™ “d‘ S
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