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Caribbean Collaboration

THOUGHTFUL people in the Caribbean will be 
impressed by the proceedings of the fourth session 
of the West Indian Conference held in Curasao 

in the first week of December last. The first session, 
held in Barbados in March, 1944, under the aegis of the 
Anglo-American Caribbean Commission, adopted a 
resolution at the final plenary meeting which stated 
that the conference had revealed the existence of many 
common problems the solution of which lay in co­
operative action, and recommended that the govern­
ments of the territories concerned should take all 
necessary steps to maintain the continuity of the work 
started at the conference and to develop the co-operative 
spirit.

In December, 1945, the war-bom organization was 
strengthened by the decision of the metropolitan govern­
ments of France and Holland to collaborate in a peace­
time Caribbean Commission, a step making both for 
continuity and for extended co-operation. The second 
session of the West Indian Conference, held in St. 
Thomas, United States Virgin Islands, in February/ 
March, 1946, was therefore more representative of the 
Caribbean area as a whole.

The third session—the conference meets biennially— 
was held in Guadeloupe during the first half of December, 
1948. This session was attended, not only by delegates 
of the four metropolitan powers and the associated 
Caribbean territories, but also by observers from the 
United Nations, the International Labour Office, the 
Dominion of Canada and the Republic of Haiti.

Representatives of United Nations, in the persons 
of experts attached to the Social Affairs Department 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization, have 
actively participated in the fourth session of the con­
ference by collecting material and contributing to the 
discussions.

This extension of representation at these conferences 
has put emphasis on the regional approach to the 
problems besetting the Caribbean, an approach which 
was seen by the Circular as becoming of increasing 
importance so long ago as July, 1945. The individual 
problems of each territory receive consideration m 
relation to the needs of the Caribbean as a whole , 
Caribbean problems are viewed in their relation to 
world problems.

Never, perhaps, has this been more evident than at 
the recent session of the conference, which, devoted as 
it was to the agricultural needs of the area, might quite 
easily have largely been dominated by parochial views.

A paper entitled The Importance of Agriculture in Carib­
bean Economy, prepared by Dr. S. Daniel Neumark 
of F.A.O., was described as “ one of the best con­
tributions towards the promotion of the aims of the 
Caribbean,” and his conclusions unanimously endorsed 
in committee and adopted by the conference. Prominent 
among the recommendations endorsed were the need 
for co-ordinated land use planning and marketing and 
for inter-territorial exchange of agricultural products, 
while the final conclusion read as follows : “ Agricultural 
planning is no longer feasible for each Caribbean 
territory in isolation. Policies and programmes need 
to be formulated for the area as a whole.”

The practical, as distinct from the theoretical, value 
of the regional approach to Caribbean problems was 
stressed by the Minister of Agriculture, Animal Hus­
bandry and Fisheries of Surinam, who cited examples of 
inter-Caribbean co-operation from which his own 
territories had benefited, and used these examples as 
indications of the great good which the area would 
gain from a regional approach to their problems and from 
mutual assistance. Surinam had now become a rice 
exporting area after being greatly assisted in the 
development of the industry by the kindness of the 
government of British Guiana. The budding system 
used with citrus, “ the next most important produce of 
Surinam,” had been learnt by himself at St. Augustine 
in Trinidad, and trees growing in their experimental 
fields were from budwood presented to the Surinam 
government by the government of Trinidad and Tobago. 
The Surinam cocoa nursery now filled orders for 300,000 
plants a year, grown from cuttings from plants which 
were also a gift of the government of Trinidad and 
Tobago. .

In animal husbandry the importance of the regional 
approach was even more evident. “ The enactment of 
uniform animal diseases and importation ordinances 
for the control and eradication of animal diseases in the 
area ” was a resolution speaking for itself. A recom­
mendation for the establishment of a “ regional animal 
disease diagnostic laboratory ” was a natural corollary ; 
the temporary exchange of technical personnel among 
territories was a measure recommended which would 
undoubtedly tend to raise the standards of animal 
husbandry in all territories more quickly.

Finally, after adopting a recommendation that the 
attention of the metropolitan governments be specifically 
directed to the fact that agriculture could not, at the 
present time, be maintained even at a subsistence level 
without the protection and preferential treatment 
accorded to certain Caribbean territories by their 

{Continued on page 4)
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SINCE there are no newspapers in England on Christ­
mas Day, and many people listen to nothing on the 
wireless except the King, the country woke up 

rather slowly to the astonishing outrage that had been 
committed in Westminster Abbey in the early hours of 
Christmas morning. The famous Stone of Scone 
weighing nearly a quarter of a ton, had been extracted 
from its position in the base of the Coronation Chair, 
and had disappeared, no man knows where.

* * *
According to legend this is Lia Fail, the Stone of 

Destiny, on which the patriarch Jacob laid his head in 
Bethel, and which through man’s adventures came by 
way of Egypt, Spain and Ireland to Scotland in 498. 
In history it is certainly the stone on which Alexander 
III, King of Scots, sat to be crowned in 1249, and 
probably it had been used for the same purpose for some 
centuries before ; the more spectacular legends were 
invented in cold blood by one Baldred Biseet in 1301, 
when he was sent to try to convince the Pope that 
the Scots were an older nation than, the English, and 
therefore could not be subordinate to them.

* * *
After the battle of Dunbar, in 1296, Edward I removed 

the stone as a trophy of conquest to Westminster, and 
had the Coronation Chair constructed to hold it, so that 
henceforth the Kings of England might be crowned with 
the symbol of dominion over Scotland. It used to be 
thought that in the Treaty of Northampton, which 
made the final settlement in 1328 after Bannockburn 
(fought 14 years before), Edward III undertook to return 
the stone ; but when the text of the treaty came to 
light early in the nineteenth century it was found that 
this was not so. It is still, however, widely believed; 
and the charge is constantly made in Scotland that 
England is guilty of a breach of faith. In recent years 
the wilder spirits of the Scottish Nationalist movement— 
which aims at reviving a Parliament and a Government 
at Edinburgh—have agitated constantly for the return 
of the Stone ; and an anonymous letter purporting to 
come from a group of these has reached the police, to 
say that they have the Stone, and will give it up to the 
King on condition that he promises that (except for 
coronations) it shall be permanently kept in Scotland.

* * *
On any interpretation of history, of course, the Stone 

belongs either to the King of Scots or to the King of 
England ; and seeing that since 1603 they have been 
the same person, the Nationalist grievance is meaning­
less. Rightly regarded, the presence of the Stone in 
Westminster Abbey is the best possible token of the 
equal share Scotland has in the sovereignty of the 
United Kingdom ; and the weight of Scottish opinion, 
with notable exceptions such as the Duke of Montrose 
and Mr. Compton Mackenzie, takes this view. A small 
minority in England takes the theft as a high-spirited 
adventure or a joke. Most people, however, strongly 
resent it as an act of sacrilege and an insult to the King.

At the time of writing the Stone remains undiscovered, 
though the police are not without clues.

* * *
The conference of Prime Ministers of the Common­

wealth, held in Downing Street during the second week 
of January, looked like being the most successful such 
meeting for many years. The weak spot was the con­
tinued failure to break the deadlock between India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir, which, so long as it continues, 
gravely impairs the authority of the Commonwealth in 
the threatened continent of Asia. The dispute was not, 
and could not be, on the formal agenda of the conference ; 
but there was some hope that informally the other 
Prime Ministers might help Mr. Nehru and Mr. Liaquat 
Ali Khan to arrive at some compromise in private. 
At the time the conference closed there had been no 
progress in this direction.

* * *
To set against this failure, we had the movement 

to bring about a cease-fire in Korea, to be followed by a 
four-power conference of Great Britain, the United 
States, China and the U.S.S.R., in which the claim of 
the Chinese Communists to the island of Fashoda and 
to the Chinese seat in the United Nations should be 
considered. The persuasion of the L’nited States, which 
had hitherto ruled these two proposals out of court, 
to admit them for discussion was undoubtedly due 
to the Prime Ministers assembled in London, who had 
throughout their talks been in close touch with their 
representatives at Lake Success.

* * *
Whether this move succeeds or not [Counter-proposals 

put forward by the Chinese were under consideration 
at the time of going to press.], it has demonstrated 
the truth on which Mr. St. Laurent, the Canadian 
Prime Minister, has dwelt, that the Commonwealth 
is now the one international bridge possessed by the 
free world between Europe and Asia. It has also shown 
that India is disposed to take a very prominent part in 
these negotiations with her partners, and possesses a 
very individual mind of her own. Her statesmen 
believe that Asiatic Nationalism is a righteous cause, 
which she will, and others ought to, encourage wherever 
it manifests itself. Mr. Nehru at the conference applied 
this doctrine to China. He considers that Mao Tse-Tung 
is a Nationalist first and a Communist afterwards. 
Consequently, he is very reluctant to treat Chinese 
Communism as an out-and-out enemy like Russian 
Communism. In foreign policy this makes India highly 
cutical of what she considers the too close following by 
the other members of the line taken by the United States. 
Mr. Nehru, I understand, made something of a test issue 
out of the movement of American opinion towards 
rearming Japan as a defensive measure against the 
advance of Communism, claiming the support of the 
Pacific Dominions for an attempt to restrain the United 
States. Ihis support, however, does not seem to have

(Continued at foot of next page}
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Earthquake in the Leewards

Much sympathy will be felt with the people of St. Kitts 
and of Nevis for the great strain they have endured 

and the losses they have suffered as the result of the 
violent earthquake tremors experienced in recent weeks.

The latest information regarding the tremors is 
published in Hansard which reproduces the following 
statement made by Mr. Griffiths, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, in reply to a question by Mr. Peter 
Smithers :—

“ I regret to report that severe earth tremors occurred 
in Nevis, and to a less degree in St. Kitts, on December 
27th. Shocks, sometimes as many as 100 a day, con­
tinued until the end of the first week in January. 
Tremors subsequently have been very slight and none 
were noticed at the end of last week.

“I am glad to say that the Governor [Mr. Kenneth 
Blackburne] has informed me that there has been no 
loss of life and no people are homeless. Large stone and 
concrete buildings have, however, been damaged. In 
St. Kitts a few buildings in Basseterre were affected. In 
Nevis, a number were severely damaged, including a 
hospital, court house, two churches and a school. 
Damage to Government buildings alone is at present 
estimated at some ¿100,000.

“ I wish to express appreciation of the help received 
from neighbouring territories, the United States naval 
authorities, and the American and British Red Cross.”

A Press release issued by the Governor of the Leeward 
Islands on January 9th, after giving details of the damage 
suffered, continued :— .

“ Temporary accommodation for hospital patients 
has been provided in an old wooden building and in a 
prefabricated aluminium house. Tents kindly loaned 
by United States authorities have been erected m 
hospital grounds and also for police station, schools and 
health centre.

“ The most immediate problem is water supply tor 
Charlestown and large country districts. The main 
supplv from a mountain spring was swept away by land­
slides and town mains were fractured, thus draining the 
reservoir. Mountain supply has been temporarily re­
established with fire hose and new well supply is being 
prepared urgently.

“Apart from repairs to the water supply and patching 
up cracked roads and bridges, no reconstruction can be 
started till tremors cease.

“In St. Kitts large stone and concrete buildings in 
Basseterre have suffered some damage but less than in 
Nevis. Three of these buildings have been evacuated 
and will probably have to be demolished There is no 
damage in country districts. The population of both 
islands are generally in good heart and are now sleeping 
indoors though few in Nevis will sleep in stone houses. 
Unless there is any change in the situation no immediate 
help is needed from outside.

The subscription for Membership of the WestIndia 
Committee, which is payable on election, is ¿1 10s. per 
annum for individuals and ¿5 5s. for firms etc. n 
the case of individuals elected on or after July Is/ the 
initial subscription is 15s. and m that of firms ¿2 12s. 
Subscriptions are renewable on January \st.

Cocoa Market Re-opened
After having been closed for 11J years the London 

Cocoa Terminal market was re-opened on January 
15th, and trading in cocoa futures commenced.

To facilitate the exchange control aspects of the 
resumption of i nternational business in cocoa and the 
re-opening of the market the Cocoa Association of 
London, Ltd., and the London Cocoa Terminal Market 
Association have appointed a committee representative 
of the two associations to act as a Cocoa Market 
Executive Committee.” Dealings with buyers and 
sellers in any part of the world will be permitted only 
to persons and firms recommended to the Bank of 
England by this committee, which will consult regularly 
with the Bank (acting on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Treasury) regarding the general position, trading and 
condition of the market and matters relating to the 
proper and orderly conduct of the market and its 
members, and be responsible for the enforcement of 
discipline if and where necessary.

Participants in the market are to be free to make 
purchases of cocoa in any part of the world and will 
be provided by the Import Licensing Branch of the 
Board of Trade with block licences which, in conjunction 
with the current Open General Licence, will enable them 
to import into the United Kingdom (a) cocoa originating 
in any non-scheduled territory other than the American 
Account Area from any source other than the American 
Account Area, (6) cocoa originating in the scheduled 
territories from any source including the American 
Account Area. Imports of any cocoa not covered by 
the Open General Licence or block licences will be 
subject to any import licensing restrictions that may 
be in force from time to time and may only be effected 
under a specific import licence for which application 
must be made to the Board of Trade, Import Licensing 
Branch, on each occasion.

Monthly returns are to be made to the Bank of 
England by all participants, and the Bank will have the 
right to intervene in the event of unwarrantable specula­
tion or the development of an excessive position.

All inquiries concerning the scheme and the financial 
provisions under which the market will be allowed to 
operate are to be addressed to the Cocoa Association 
of London, Ltd., or the London Terminal Market 
Association, and not to the Bank of England.

[Continued from preceding page)

been forthcoming. Canada’s foreign policy has long 
been closely interwoven with that of her great neigh­
bour ; Australia and New Zealand feel that, with the 
expansion of American and the contraction of British 
sea power, their defence is too dependent upon the 
United States to allow them to oppose the general line 
of American policy.

* * *
In England the great welcome given to the appoint­

ment of General Eisenhower—far the most popular of 
American generals—to command the forces of the 
western powers in Europe shows that confidence between 
ourselves and the Americans is unimpaired. The bulk 
of both political parties is determined to take all steps 
necessary to match the Russian strength, even to the 
length of rearming both Germans and Japanese,
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The New Year Honours

T^he New Year Honours contained the following 
r names of West Indian interest :—

G.C.M.G.
Sir John Stuart Macpherson, K.C.M.G., Governor 

and Commander-in-Chief, Nigeria.
K.C.M.G.

Mr. Hugh Macintosh Foot, C.M.G., O.B.E., Chief 
Secretary, Nigeria, Captain General and Governor-in- 
Chief Designate, Jamaica.

Mr. Alfred William Lungley Savage, C.M.G., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Barbados.

K.B.E.
Mr. Harold Frederick Downie, C.M.G., O.B.E., 

one of the Crown Agents for the Colonies.

KNIGHT BACHELOR
Mr. Gerald Robert Wight, for public services in 

Trinidad.
C.M.G.

Mr. William Leonard Dale, Deputy Legal Adviser 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Mr. Charles Frederick Hickling, Sc.D., Fisheries 
Adviser to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Mr. John Cochrane Muir, O.B.E., Colonial Agricul­
tural Service, Member for Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, Tanganyika.

Mr. Harold James Page, O.B.E., F.R.I.C., Principal 
of the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad.

C.B.E.
Mr. Nicholas Bayard Dill, for public services in 

Bermuda.
Mr. Garnet Hamilton Gordon, O.B.E., for public 

services in the Windward Islands.
Captain Arthur Frederick Thelwell, O.B.E., 

lately Commissioner of Lands, Jamaica.

O.B.E.
Archdeacon Frederick Robert Banks, Vicar 

General of the Anglican Church in Trinidad.
Mr. James Wilson Macmillan, for public services in 

British Honduras.
Mr. Ernest Arthur McGill, M.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., 

Deputy Chief Engineer, Civil Engineering Department' 
Crown Agents for the Colonies.

Captain Howard Nobbs, M.Sc., F.R.I.C Princinal 
Queens College, British Guiana. ’ P ’

Mr Bertram Arthur Todd Williams, lately 
Comptroller of Customs, Barbados.

Mr. Leon James Williams, M.D., for public services 
m Bermuda.

Mr. Cyril Eric Wool-Lewis, Colonial Administrative 
Service, Commissioner of the Turks and Caicos Islands.

M.B.E.
• Georgiana Olivia Beckles, for public services 
m 1 nmdad.

Mrs. Stancia May Bridge, for public services in 
Bermuda.

Mr Eric Murray Brown, Assistant Conservator of 
r orests, Jamaica.

Miss Norah Bell Burton, Headmistress of St. 
Michael’s Girls’ School, Barbados.

Sister Slava Dobrowlska, Matron of the Lepro­
sarium, Chacachacare, Trinidad.

Major Arthur Reynold Foster, Superintendent of 
Prisons, Barbados.

Miss Rosamond Euphemia Hilton, lately Grade I 
Clerk, Jamaica Agricultural Society, Jamaica.

Major Robert George Jones, A.R.C.M., L.R.C.M., 
Director of Music, Jamaica Military Band, Jamaica.

Mr. Ferdinand Jean July, County Sanitary 
Inspector, Berbice, British Guiana.

Mr. Frederick William Knight, Executive Officer, 
Crown Agents for the Colonies.

Mrs. Annie Maude Locker-Allen, Head Teacher, 
Basseterre Girls’ School, St. Kitts, Leeward Islands.

Mr. William Marcus Lopey, Headmaster of St. 
Vincent Grammar School, Windward Islands.

Mr. Frederick William Moore, A.M.I.Mech.E., 
Inspecting Engineer, Crown Agents for the Colonies.

Mr. Benjamin James Sealy, for public services in 
Trinidad.

B.E.M.
Mrs. Matilda Trapp, Matron, H.M. Prison Service, 

British Honduras.
Miss Helen Marie Victorin, Head Teacher of 

Choiseul Girls’ Primary School, St. Lucia, Windward 
Islands.

G.A.T.T.

'Jhe full session of the contracting parties of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, recently 

concluded at Torquay, dealt with arguments put forward 
by certain countries, including Canada and the United 
States, for a progressive relaxation of restrictions 
imposed on hard currency imports by Australia, Ceylon, 
New Zealand, Southern Rhodesia and the United 
Kingdom.

The International Monetary Fund expressed the 
opinion that such relaxation would be feasible, if under­
taken with caution.

The United Kingdom and Commonwealth representa­
tives argued that those putting forward the arguments 
for relaxation had not taken into sufficient account 
adverse factors of which the full effect would not be 
felt until 1951, and ended by taking note of the argu­
ments with an undertaking to convey them to their 
governments for consideration.
• ?e next and sixth session of the contracting parties 
is due to open at Geneva on September 17th, 1951.

(Continued from page I)
Sovernments, the delegates called for a 
5S SOOn as Possible” to study inter- 

DroDose“^ " We could' usefully
Feadinl %nel^ate from Martinique who took a
tariffs should V10 ibsoussions, ” that this revision of 
Iver the Who! thc whole of the area and
over tne whole of the produce.”
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The Economy of Trinidad ------ *------
Survey by Mr. A. A. Shenfield

THE following interesting address on the subject of 
Trinidad’s economy was delivered before the 
Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, Inc., on the eve of 

his retirement, by Mr. A. A. Shenfield, Economic 
Adviser to the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago, at an 
extraordinary general meeting held in Port-of-Spain 
on December 14th, 1950 :—

I am very happy indeed to have this opportunity 
to talk about Trinidad’s economy with those who are 
largely responsible for leadership in economic affairs. 
Guiding the Trinidad economy has been an invaluable 
experience to me. I hope that it has not been a disastrous 
one for Trinidad. It would not have been possible to 
perform it with any measure of success at all without 
the co-operation that the business -community has given 
to Government on all economic matters during the time 
I have been here. I hope that that kind of co-operation, 
with give and take on both sides, will long continue for 
without it the economic future of Trinidad may be a 
dark one.

Our economic problems, though often perplexing, 
have not been too difficult to handle in the past two 
years because Trinidad is riding on a wave of money 
prosperity. When bad times come, as come they will, 
then you will need skilled and resolute guidance of a 
kind that has probably not been necessary in the last 
two years. With all kinds of markets sheltered and 
above all with money incomes, as distinct from real 
incomes, guaranteed by rising inflation in other parts 
of the world, we are at least escaping the depressing 
problems of business slumps. And as Trinidad’s terms 
of trade with the rest of the world have probably 
improved since 1939 there has been a rise in real 
incomes and much scope for economic development.

Economic Planning
He is a foolhardy man who tries to forecast the 

future in the unstable world that we live in. The most 
celebrated statesmen in the world can say one thing 
to-day and blandly forget what they have said the next 
day. That has become a commonplace. The economic 
planning of the world as seen in the last few years has 
been conspicuous for its planlessness. Because of its 
planlessness we cannot forecast the future with any 
degree of accuracy. We are likely to continue for a 
considerable time ahead in this planless planned 
economy which has captured the mind of Western 
Europe, though not yet significantly that of North 
America, and the effect of that is that economic develop­
ments are jerky. It is one of the most amusing features 
of planned economies that they are set up because of the 
alleged jerkiness of the private enterprise system with 
its booms and slumps, the truth being that it is the so 
called planned economy which is the jerkiest of all. 
Sudden governmental decisions are made in the field ot 
rates of exchange, imports and exports, and so on. 
For these reasons, and above all for the reason that toe 
political situation may any day lead to war, no one 
can attempt to map out the future of the economy 

of Trinidad. Anything can happen to it. All we can 
do is to try to set up some guiding posts for policy and to 
suggest what might happen, what may be possible, 
and what can be realized, if those guiding posts are 
well marked and observed.

Trinidad has come a long way in the last generation. 
It is no longer a very minor island belonging to the very 
appropriately named Lesser Antilles. It is now much 
more important. It has established itself as a great 
communication centre for the Caribbean. It is destined 
to be the political capital of the British West Indies. 
It has become the commercial centre, and it may become 
the industrial centre, of the Eastern Caribbean. Perhaps 
some day it may be a centre for the whole Caribbean, 
if one may judge from a very tiny straw in the wind, 
the removal of the headquarters of a large American 
firm from Puerto Rico to Trinidad. It is a place that 
has to be looked at by those who examine the world 
economy. It is not off the beaten track. If the West 
Indies have any significant economic future at all, 
Trinidad will be largely responsible for the shape that 
the future takes.

Let us consider the guiding posts of policy in relation 
to four main sub-divisions of the economy. First of 
all agriculture, secondly oil, thirdly tourism and fourthly 
other industries.

Agricultural Industry
It is a commonplace that agriculture is the mainstay 

of the economy of this country. It is the form of 
economic pursuit which gives sustenance to the majority 
of the people. It is in every sense rooted in the soil and 
it is the most likely to last of all economic pursuits. It 
is easy to say that we must do everything to see that it 
gets further development, but it is not so easy to do it. 
We must really mean it when we say that agriculture 
must remain one of the most important, if not the 
most important, sectors of the economy. This means 
not only taking steps to expand sugar production, to 
bring new lands under cultivation, to use new methods, 
to introduce new forms of machinery and so on. It 
means that, apart from providing the right general 
conditions for all enterprise, agriculture must not be 
burdened by ill-designed methods of industrialization. 
This is fundamental. I believe that I have come to be 
regarded as an apostle of industrialization but I must 
ask you to remember that there are right ways and 
wrong ways of industrialization. If we proceed in the 
wrong way, not only will the industrial programme 
itself be a failure but it will also hamstring the develop­
ment of agriculture. We must not raise the cost of our 
existing industries, notably agriculture, by producing 
things at higher costs than those of the industries over­
seas with which the new industries will have to compete. 
We must see to it that our planters and peasants will be 
able to buy these things from Trinidad’s industries on 
terms not inferior to those from overseas.

If this is borne in mind and if we adopt a vigorous 
policy of agricultural improvement, we can have an
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West Indian Conference
Delegates at Fourth Session

J’he following delegates were chosen to represent the 
British West Indian colonies at the fourth session 

of the West Indian Conference held in Curaçao from 
November 27th to December 10th :—

Barbados : Mr. E. L. Ward and Mr. F. L. Walcott. 
Advisers : Mr. C. C. Skeete, Director of Agriculture, 
Barbados, and Mr. Julien A. Mahon, of the Barbados 
Agricultural Society.

British Guiana : Dr. G. M. Gonsalves and Dr. C. B. 
Jagan. Advisers : Mr. H. H. Croucher, Director of 
Agriculture, and Mr. L. D. Clare, Deputy Director.

British Honduras : Mr. H. C. Fuller and Mr. J. A. 
Smith.

Jamaica : Mr. L. C. Bloomfield and Mr. A. M. W. 
Douglas. Advisers : Mr. E. R. Richardson, Principal 
Assistant Secretary, Colonial Secretariat ; and Mr. J. 
Wright, acting Director of Agriculture.

Leeward Islands-. Mr. S. T. Christian, and Mr. 
Maurice H. Davis. Adviser : Mr. R. B. Allnutt, Director 
of Agriculture.

Trinidad and Tobago : Mr. Victor Bryan and Mr. 
A. P. T. James. Advisers : Mr. H. Holman Williams, 
Deputy Director of Agriculture ; and Mr. H. Neal 
Fahey.

Windward Islands : Mr. J. B. Renwick and Mr. E. A. C. 
Hughes. Adviser: Mr. M. A. Hanschell, Superin­
tendent of Agriculture, St. Vincent.

The representatives chosen to form the United 
Kingdom commission, which was headed by Sir George 
Seel, the British co-chairman, were Mr. J. K. Thompson 
Colonial Attaché, British Embassy, Washington ; Mr’ 
Garnet Gordon, St. Lucia ; and Mr. A. de K. Frampton, 
Agricultural Adviser to the Development and Welfare 
Organization.

Grenada Nutmeg Commission

A commission of inquiry into the working of the 
Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association began 

its sittings on January 22nd in the Legislative Council 
chamber.

Members of the Commission are Mr. Justice Donald 
Jackson (chairman) ; Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, vice-chairman 
ot the Central Committee of the Primary Producers’ 
Association of Jamaica, and Mr. Alistair McLeod-Smith 
Financial and Economic Adviser to the Windward 
islands.

The terms of reference of the commission are • To 
inquire into and report upon all facts relating to the 
activities, general organization and working of the 
association in all aspects of its operations, and with 
particular reference to (a) amount of advances paid for 
nutmegs and mace to local producers ; (b) methods of 

nu^me^ and mace and commissions paid 
to agents and sub-agents; (c) methods of storing 
^^ir8 ma+Ce and °f their PreParation for export^ 
(d) selling of nutmegs and mace ; (e) management and 
Er °f the association and to examine existing 
legislation governing the association with a view to 
fnfmry^ Improvement therein ™ the light of the

Jute Bag and Cotton Factory

Co-operative Scheme in Nigeria
^he following statement was issued recently by the 

Colonial Development Corporation :—
In conjunction with the Nigerian Cocoa and Cotton 

Marketing Boards the Colonial Development Corporation 
are forming a company to be known as the Nigerian 
Fibre Industries, Ltd., which will operate a combined 
produce bag factory and cotton spinning mill on a site 
near Onitsha, in Nigeria.

The total capital investment in the project will be of 
the order of £1,800,000, of which just over half will be 
subscribed by the Colonial Development Corporation. 
Of the balance, some two-thirds is being subscribed by 
the Nigeria Cocoa Marketing Board and one-third by the 
Nigeria Cotton Marketing Board. The Onitsha land­
lords of the site on which the factory is to be built are 
also being given the opportunity of taking up shares 
in the Company.

The sack factory should be capable of producing 
about 6,000,000 sacks per year when in full production. 
It will be under the management of Mr. H. C. Ker. 
It is expected that this undertaking will so stimulate 
the development of locally grown jute and/or suitable 
substitute fibres that it will gradually become unnecessary 
to use imported material.

Experimental work with jute substitutes grown in 
Nigeria has been carried out and produce bags have 
already been manufactured from Nigerian fibres.

The adjoining cotton spinning plant should be 
capable of producing about 2,000,000 lb. of cotton 
yarn per year. It is believed that production from 
this mill or from similar plants subsequently established 
in other parts of the country will eventually meet the 
bulk of the requirements of the local hand-weaving 
industry. It seems probable that the future expansion 
programme of this undertaking will include a limited 
number of weaving looms.

The factory about to be established is in the nature 
ot a pilot project, and if it proves successful, as there is 
every reason to expect, it may be the forerunner of 
additional spinning mills elsewhere. The project is a 
far-sighted one likely to prove of long-term benefit 
to the Nigerian economy as a whole.

A British Guiana Artist

Mr. Denis Williams’s Exhibition
°tten that London sees an exhibition of 

paintings by a young Caribbean artist, and in that 
respect alone the exhibit of paintings in oils and other 
mediums by Mr. Denis Williams of British Guiana 
sponsored by Gimpel Fils in December, was a nS 

tinnhLdaTtmSS' however’ attracted considerable atten­
tion and some generous tributes, though accompanied 
bycomment on the artist’s inexperience'and t^e need 

ontro1 of bis obvious talent.
Mr Williams has come to England with a British 

witl^'interestUP' and WS pr°gress wi11 be watched
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National Rifle Association West Indian Cricketers

Shooting Matches, 1951
The National Rifle Association announce that they 

are again conducting the Overseas Rifle and Revolver 
Postal Matches in 1951. The matches are open for 
one or two teams of eight for the rifle and four for the 
revolver from each competing territory, the team 
members to be British subjects or British protected 
persons resident or stationed in any of the eligible 
colonies, protectorates or countries. The matches may 
be fired separately or concurrently with another com­
petition of exactly the same conditions on any one day 
between January 1st and December 31st, 1951, on any 
range situated in the competing country, and will be 
conducted under current N.R.A. rules.

The National Rifle Association also announce that 
they are again conducting the Caribbean Colonies 
Police Forces competition. The match may be fired 
on any one day from May 31st to December 31st on 
any rifle range situated in any colony entering a team. 
Each separately organized police force in the West 
Indies, British Guiana, British Honduras, or Bermuda 
may enter one team.

Further information on either competition may be 
obtained from the secretary of the N.R.A.

Police Forces Competition Results, 1950
The Challenge Cup and nine Silver Badges awarded 

to the captain and each member of the winning team 
were won by the Jamaica Police, with the score of 634 
points out of a possible 672.

The Challenge Cup will be held at the headquarters 
of the winning Police Force until the winning team for 
the succeeding year has been declared.

Five teams entered and completed the match. The 
following were the individual scores :—

Jamaica Police ... ... ••• • •• 634
British Guiana Police ... ... • • • 607
Barbados Police ... ... • • • • • • 607
Trinidad Police ... ... • • • • • • 577
British Honduras Police ... • •• 567

Sugar Machinery Exports

At a recent meeting of the Sugar Machinery Export 
Group, held in Glasgow, details were given of the 
members’ overseas trade for the year ended March 31st, 
1950, and also for the six months to September 30th, 
1950. . .

Statistics submitted reflected the progressive improve­
ment in shipping facilities available, which had done 
much to overtake the lag in deliveries. Over the past 
two years shipments had increased from a little over 
£2 200 000 in 1947-48 to approximately ¿3,800,000 m 
1949-50, with the result that the large accumulation 
of orders in hand and plant awaiting shipment had fallen 
from some £5,500,000 at March, 1948, to around 
£3,100,000 at March, 1950.

Orders received, however, during the past two years 
had continued at a high level, averaging over ¿2,500,000 
per annum, and during the six months to Septembe 
30th, 1950, had shown a further sharp increase.

Yorkshire Tribute
Tn a review of the leading events of 1950, the Yorkshire

Post has paid the following tribute to the West 
Indian cricket team under the heading : A year of 
triumph for the West Indians :—

Events crowd so thickly upon one another in first- 
class cricket that the significance of one campaign tends 
to be obscured by the excitements of the next. In our 
attention to what is happening, and what might happen, 
in Australia, we should not forget the English season 
of 1950, for it gave us a landmark in cricket.

In 1950 the West Indies came to full stature as a 
cricketing power. They toured England and won a 
Test match rubber by three matches to one. In their 
own lovely islands the West Indians have been hard to 
beat for many years past, and on previous expeditions 
overseas individuals have won high renown; but 
Goddard’s men were the first to come to England and 
claim triumph as a team.

They won their distinction last summer when 
England’s cricket was far from its best, but that was no 
fault or wish of the West Indies. Their own side was 
sufficiently powerful to feel self-confidence against 
any opponents, and the performances of Worrell, 
Weekes, Walcott, Ramadhin and Valentine were con­
vincing enough in themselves to leave no doubt that these 
players should be classed among the world’s leading 
cricketers.

It was not to these five alone, however, that the 
West Indies’ success was due. The batting of Rae 
and Stollmeyer paved the way for Worrell and Weekes, 
and the captaincy of Goddard, to say nothing of his 
own bowling, was an important feature of the West 
Indies attack.

Forthcoming Cricket Tours

Our correspondent in Trinidad writes: “It was 
announced on October 25th that the West Indies 
Cricket Board of Control had accepted the invitation 
of the Australian Board of Control for International 
Cricket for a West Indian cricket team to tour Australia 
and play five test matches in 1951-52. The West 
Indies Cricket Board of Control had previously issued 
an invitation to the Australian Board of Control for an 
Australian team to tour the West Indies in the 1951-52 
season, but this could not be accepted as the Australian 
Board was already committed to sending a fully repre­
sentative team to New Zealand during the months of 
February, March and April, 1952, which period for the 
most part would have come within that suggested by 
the West Indies Board for a tour in the West Indies.

“ Other decisions made by the Board included arrange­
ments for visits to the West Indies by the Indian team 
in 1953 and M.C.C. in 1954.”

Any individual member of the West India Committee 
is eligible for Life Membership on compounding his, or 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s.
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Book Reviews

Research in the Caribbean
Qn page 221 of the September, 1949, issue of the 

Circular we welcomed the appearance of the Year 
Book of Caribbean Research, 1948. A 1949 supplement* 
has now appeared, giving particulars of projects in 
progress on the subjects of medicine and public health 
in that year, with a bibliography of 1949 publications 
and a list of research institutions and personnel.

In his introduction, the editor records appreciation 
of increased co-operation on the part of research workers, 
of which the supplement contains abundant evidence 
in the improved and more informative summaries of 
projects which appear in the volume. For a book of 
this type to fulfil its purpose it is essential that descrip­
tions of projects and summaries of progress should be 
adequate ; and although it naturally takes time to 
obtain universal, thorough co-operation in a venture 
of this nature, all concerned are to be complimented 
on the progress made.

Criticisms. The Year Book and its supplement will 
need to be kept together for reference. One is 8vo 
size, the other large 4to ; most inconvenient. A price 
on the volume would be helpful.

Sugar in Nevis
Professor Richard Pares of the University of 

Edinburgh considers it impossible to talk about 
economic history until one can quote from a wide 
variety of histories of individual businesses. It so 
happens that the Dorsetshire family of Pinney, whose 
ancestor Azariah went to Nevis in 1685 and became an 
owner of sugar plantations, and whose grandson John, 
after extending the family holdings in Nevis, returned 
to England in 1783 and founded a sugar factor’s business 
in Bristol which continued until 1850, have preserved 
a wonderful collection of their records. Professor 
Pares has been given access to these, and has compiled 
a recordf of the development of the estates in the island 
and the fortunes of the merchant company which is an 
illuminating contribution to the history of the period and 
conditions during the early days of the West Indian 
sugar industry.

The author is writer as well as historian, and has 
compiled a fascinating account of the fluidity of planta- 
tion economy in those days, the methods of the attorneys 
of those times, the destructiveness of the wars which 
were waged in the West Indies, the struggles between 
managers and absentee landlords, and the cost, even at 
that time, of renovating the estates after a period of 
depression or neglect. penou oi

The characters of the members of the family their 
relations with neighbours and business associates the 
condition of West Indian society in those days are all 
described with an insight which does much^o colour 
the narrative and interest the reader in what mivht 
easily have been a dry as dust record. An inventory 

f lC contents of the Pinney house in Nevis, made in

of-Spain, Trinidad 1950 mmission, Kent House, Port- 

1722, when the house was lent to Governor General 
Hart, is a most interesting entry.

The account of the fortunes of the House of Pinney 
in Bristol is replete with information on sugar shipping, 
marketing and finance throughout the period.

Professor Pares has had access to a large amount of 
material which he has handled with great skill. The 
book is eminently readable, and a valuable contribution 
to the historical records of the West Indies.

The Colonial Service
“ ^he dual purpose of British Colonial Development 

is, on the one hand, to raise the standards of living 
of the colonial peoples and, on the other, to provide raw 
materials for the world. These two purposes are not 
contradictory, but complementary.”

This statement is made by Mr. Kenneth Bradley, 
editor of Corona, in a small book* which tells of the 
opportunities and responsibilities, and about the kind 
of life and experiences, which are likely to fall to the 
lot of one who joins the Colonial Service. It indicates 
the balance which officers of that service must endeavour 
to maintain, both in their own outlook on colonial 
problems and in practical administration throughout 
the territories, when embarked upon a career of Empire 
building, as Mr. Bradley calls it. Social and economic 
development are to be regarded as complementary; 
neither to be pursued without due regard to the other.

Balanced judgment is, in fact, the keynote of this 
excellent little book—the more to be admired as it is 
written by one who, over twenty years, has found the 
work and life congenial and “ would do it all over 
again.” Intending candidates for the Colonial Service 
are herein provided not only with very useful information 
but with an example of the friendly, sane approach to

K- day-t°-day problems of colonial administration 
which has done so much to establish the credit of that 
service.

T. Geddes Grant, Ltd.
to Th a ple^d to extend congratulations
to the well-known firm of T. Geddes Grant Ltd., Port-of- 
Spam, Trinidad, on the completion of 50 years of 
existence on January 2nd, 1951.
GrLT late Mn Thom^ Geddes
Grant m 1900, has branches in Georgetown British 
Skh”?’ Barbados and Kingston, Jamaica
Mands^B^ C°V^g- the Wind^rdg and Le“d 
Islands, Bahamas and British Honduras, and has rendered 
yeoman serrnce to the public of the British West ?ndks 
S °f lhe the^em^

to the area- ” Particular

existence S°°nTSheS for the c°n«™ed prosperous
existence of this well-known West Indian house
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Colonial Appointments

JJecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Abrahams, A. R. (Pensions Officer, Jamaica), Assistant 
Secretary, Jamaica.

Austin, L. I. S. (Class II Clerk, Post Office, British Guiana), 
Senior Assistant Master, St. Kitts Grammar School, St. Kitts, 
Leeward Islands.

Bailey, C. E. S., M.B., D.P.H. (Medical Officer, Leeward 
Islands), Assistant Director of Medical Services, British Guiana.

Boardman, W. E. (First Assistant Secretary, Secretariat, 
Trinidad), Chief Establishment Officer, Trinidad.

Boos, W. J. (Assistant Secretary, Secretariat, Trinidad), 
First Assistant Secretary, Secretariat, Trinidad.

Burnham, R. A. (Inspector of Police, Northern Rhodesia), 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Leeward Islands.

Bushell, C. H. (Assistant Auditor, Palestine), Senior Auditor, 
Trinidad.

Campbell, P. F. (Assistant Colonial Secretary, Barbados), 
Principal Assistant Secretary, Tanganyika.

Clerk, J. H. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Assistant Secretary, 
Jamaica.

Clough, G. H. R. (Chief Inspector of Schools, Jamaica), 
Assistant Director of Education, Jamaica.

Cover, W. A. D. (Administrative Assistant, Jamaica), Assistant 
Secretary, Jamaica.

Dodd, E. W. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Nigeria), 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.

Farrell, T. F. (Principal Secretary, Trinidad), Assistant 
Secretary, Trinidad.

Ferguson, D. C. (Commissioner of Commerce and Industries, 
Jamaica), Director of Commerce and Industry, Gold Coast.

Gardner, L. C. (Engineer-in-Chief, Jamaica Government 
Railways), Chief Mechanical Engineer, Gold Coast Railways.

Haughton, J. H. (Agricultural Officer Grade II, Jamaica), 
Senior Agricultural Officer, Jamaica.

Hogben, S. J., C.B.E., Director of Education, Trinidad), 
Director of Education, Gold Coast.

Holtz, N. F. (Assistant Treasurer, Jamaica), Deputy Account­
ant General, Jamaica.

Jones, C. C. (Principal Assessor, Income Tax and Stamp 
Duties, Jamaica), Assistant Commissioner of Income Tax and 
Stamp Duties, Jamaica.

Kirkham, A. M. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Bahamas), 
Superintendent of Police, Bahamas.

Lindo, H. L. (Assistant Secretary, Jamaica), Principal 
Assistant Secretary, Jamaica.

Lord, W. T. (Deputy Commissioner, Lands and Mines Depart­
ment, British Guiana), Commissioner, Lands and Mines Depart­
ment, British Guiana.

Mais, R. E. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Assistant Secretary, 
Jamaica. . . , .

McFarlane, V. H. (Administrative Assistant, Jamaica), 
Assistant Secretary, Jamaica.

Mordecai, J. S. (Assistant Secretary, Jamaica), Principal 
Assistant Secretary, Jamaica.

Murray, H. W. C. M. (Executive Engineer, Public Morks 
Department, Jamaica), Superintending Engineer, Public Works 
Department, Jamaica. .

Nash, A. A. V. (Accountant, Postal Department, Jamaica), 
Assistant Secretary, Jamaica. T

Nosworthy, H. G. (Assistant Commissioner of Income Tax 
and Stamp Duties, Jamaica), Assistant Trade Administrator, 
^Pa^mer, A. C. G. (Federal Education Officer, Reward 
Islands), Education Officer and Senior Inspector of Schools, 
Grenada, Windward Islands. . . ooio+_T1xPress, A. J. (Superintendent of Police, Barbados), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Tanganyika. . x -prinrinal

Richardson, E. R. (Assistant Secretary, Jamaica), Principal 
Assistant Secretary, Jamaica. r>„hlir WorksRoyes, R. M. (Assistant Engineer Grade I, Public Morks 
Department, Jamaica), Executive Engineer, Public Works 

D Spencer1 O.aAa (Economic Adviser and Development Com­
missioner, British Guiana), Economic Secretary, Federation

MsXs, T. C. (Inspector of Mines, British Guiana), Deputy 

Commissioner, Lands and Mines Department, British Guiana.
Swaby, C. L. (Assistant Secretary, Jamaica), Principal 

Assistant Secretary, Jamaica.
Swaby, W. H. (Clerk of the Courts, Jamaica), Assistant 

Crown Solicitor, Jamaica.
White, H. McD. (Senior Assistant Treasurer, Jamaica), 

Principal Assistant Secretary, Jamaica.
Wong, M. B. (Surveyor Grade I, Lands and Mines Department, 

British Guiana), Surveyor, Survey Department, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Bates, J. F., Entomologist, British Guiana.
Clarke, E. C., Assistant Conservator of Forests, British 

Guiana.
Cruchley, I. H., Resident Magistrate, Jamaica.
Hardwick, P., Geologist, British Guiana.
James, O., M.B., Medical Officer (temporary), Barbados.
Johnson, L., Economic Botanist, Trinidad.
Kalinsky, B., M.B., Medical Officer, British Guiana.
Kenworthy, L., Principal, Government Training College, 

Trinidad.
Klimczynski, J. J. J. T., M.D., Assistant Medical Super­

intendent (temporary). Mental Hospital, Barbados.
Rucinski, M., M.D., Medical Officer (temporary), British 

Guiana.
Skelton, T. M., Assistant Commissioner of Police (temporary), 

Jamaica.
Stoker, G. E., M.R.C.S., Medical Officer (temporary), General 

Hospital, Barbados.
Walker, A. C. A., Assistant Conservator of Forests, British 

Guiana.
Whyte, F., Geologist, British Guiana.

The Pictorial Pages

THE Commonwealth. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 
held recently in London, is now a matter of history, 
and the communiqué issued at the end of the 

conference has been widely reported in the Press 
throughout the Commonwealth. A reference to the 
conference appears on page two of this issue. On 
January 4th the delegates were entertained to luncheon 
by the King and Queen at Buckingham Palace. A 
photograph taken before the luncheon is reproduced on 
the first of the pictorial pages. It shows, from left to 
right : Dr. Donges (representing South Africa), Mr. 
Senanayake (Ceylon), Sir Godfrey Huggins (Southern 
Rhodesia), Mr. Holland (New Zealand), Mr. Menzies 
(Australia), the Queen, the King, the Duchess of Kent, 
Mr. St. Laurent (Canada), Mr. Attlee, Princess Margaret 
and Mr. Nehru (India). [Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, did not arrive in London 
until January 7th.]

The photograph on the second page was taken at 
Lakenheath, Suffolk, on January 17th. It shows one 
of the six Consolidated Vultee B-36 D bombers of the 
U.S. Air Force, which arrived from Fort Worth, Texas, 
on the preceding day. The B-36 is the largest bomber 
in the world, and some idea of its enormous size can be 
gathered by comparison with the British Meteor jet 
fighter seen on the other side of its nose. The B-36 
has a wing span of 230 ft., is 162ft.long, 47 ft.high, and 
can operate from a height of 45,000 ft. It is heavier 
than the Brabazon, with a weight of over 150 tons. 
It has 10 engines ; six have propellers, four are 
jets, mounted in pairs under each wing. When all 
10 are going they provide 40,000 horse-power and a 
speed of about 435 m.p.h.
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Obituary

Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 
x death of the following :—

Rev. A. E. Belboda
The Rev. A. E. Belboda, who died at his home in 

King George V Street, Roseau, Dominica, on November 
15th, after an illness of only a few days, was a retired 
minister of the Wesleyan church.

Mr. Belboda was born in Grenada about 60 years 
ago and had served his church in several West Indian 
colonies. He was a forceful preacher and a prolific 
writer who made full use of the Press to make known his 
views on social and political matters. He was a life 
member of the West India Committee.

The funeral service, which was held on November 16th 
at the Wesleyan Church, Roseau, was conducted by 
the Rev. A. Davison. Mr. Belboda leaves a widow in 
Dominica, a daughter in England, and a large number 
of friends to mourn his passing.

Mr. C. J. P. Cave
Mr. Charles John Philip Cave, F.S.A., whose death we 

briefly recorded in last issue, was one of the oldest 
members of the West India Committee, and had been a 
life member since 1920. He died at his home at Stoner 
Hill, Petersfield, on December 8th.

Born in May, 1871, he was educated at the Oratory 
School, Edgbaston, and Trinity College, Cambridge 
He was the eldest son of Mr. Laurence Trent Cave 
whose mother was Sarah, daughter of Mr. Edward 
Carleton Cumberbatch, of Bristol and Barbados, from 
whom the family came into possession of Nicholas 
Abbey in the parish of St. Peter, Barbados.
__ Atone time Nicholas Abbey was owned jointly by 
Mr. Edward Cumberbatch and his brother Mr. Laurence 
Trent Cumberbatch, to whom is dedicated the east 
window of St . Peter’s Church, Speightstown. A further 
link with the island was through Mr. Charles Cave’s 

grandfather- Stephen, who married Anne, daughter 
of Mr Thoma8 Daniel, of Bristol and Barbados.

Nicholas Abbey is the oldest house in the island 
having been built in the seventeenth century. It is of 
two storeys and has the unique distinction of possessing 
chimneys. At one time Mr. Cave owned the plantation 
Ebworth, but this was sold before the last war.

Mr. Cave was a man of wide interests and in the field 
of meteorology he established a considerable reputation. 
He was also an authority on medieval stone carving 
and a gifted photographer.

^ndame intereste^ in meteorology as far back as 
1903 and was soon flying kites with self-recordin 
instruments to get the temperature and humidity of Jhe 
upper an- and sending up pilot balloons to find the wind 
at different heights. He became a Fellow of the Royal 
and had fiia „u. • ri'. Presidentin 1913-15,

Early in the first world war when the need for a 

captain, and went out to France where he took over the 
instruction of the observers. He later returned to 
England to train recruits for the expansion of the 
service required to meet the needs of the gunners, the 
sound-rangers, the gas companies and the rapidly 
growing Royal Flying Corps.

He initiated the Thunderstorm Census Organization 
and is the author of a valuable contribution to meteorol­
ogy—The Structure of the Atmosphere in Clear Weather : 
a Study of Soundings with Pilot Balloons.

His other main interest grew out of his study of 
photography, particularly the comparatively new science 
of telephotography. He became interested in the all 
but invisible roof-bosses of medieval churches and set 
himself to study their craftsmanship by means of photo­
graphy. In 1934 he was able to present in a series of 
unsurpassed photographs the magnificent carvings in 
the roof of Canterbury Cathedral ; they were published 
as the fourth of the Canterbury Cathedral Papers by the 
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. In the course of his 
studies in this field he took over 8,000 photographs.

Mr. Cave wras a man of quiet and courteous bearing 
and many students and friends remember with gratitude 
his great kindness and generosity. He married in 
1895 Miss Wilhelmina Kerr (daughter of Major Francis 
Kerr), who died in 1944. They are survived by their 
four sons and a daughter.

A Special Correspondent writes :—
“ Mr. Cave visited Barbados on four occasions. His 

first two visits were made in the first few years of the 
present century. Shortly before he had seen a letter in 
the Press from Mr. W. N. Shaw (later Sir Napier Shaw, 
KR.S.) asking if people would fly instrument-carrying 
kites for meteorological research, and suggesting that 
owners of yachts would find suitable winds at sea. 
Cave, realizing that the trade winds afforded excellent 
opportunities, took out a number of large box kites for 
this purpose, and thus started the first of the activities 
on which he left his mark.

xv1*6 caused considerable speculation
amongst the employees on the plantation, one popular 
theory being that he sent his meat up into the clouds 
where he let it go bad before hauling it down and eating 
it. One day the cooper was told that he was to be sent 
up instead of the meat, which so terrified him that he 
hone f°r until he was found hiding
in one of his own sugar barrels.”

Aloes From Anguilla

* -taS

alom content was similar tn Hvh ready market. The 
quality Cura?aoal“ that °f a "irately good
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Notes of West Indian Interest

DECAUSE lizard no good fe 
walk a road.”

eat, him no ’fraid fe

* * *
As we go to press, we learn with great regret of the 

deaths of Mr. L. I. Henzell, of Antigua, and Mr. Raymond 
Warner, of London, brother of Sir Pelham Warner.

* * *
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Ince of Kingsley, St. Joseph, 

Barbados, celebrated their diamond wedding anniver­
sary in the colony on January 17th. They received a 
message of congratulation from the King and Queen.

* * *
Professor C. G. Beasley, Economic Adviser to the 

Comptroller for Development and Welfare in the 
West Indies, leaves by air on January 26th for Barbados, 
travelling via Jamaica.

* * *
The impressive buildings which will be a feature of 

the new Georgetown, British Guiana, and photographs 
of which were reproduced in the last Circular, were 
built from designs prepared by Mence and Moore (who 
designed the Wm. Fogarty store) and by Watkins, Gray 
and Partners (the architects for the Sandbach, Parker 
and the Booker buildings).

* * *
Mr. Basil L. Q. Henriques, chairman of the East 

London Juvenile Court, and a brother of Mr. H. L. Q. 
Henriques, a member of the Executive Committee of the 
West India Committee, is due to leave England by s.s. 
Bay ano on January 13th for the West Indies on behalf 
of the British Council.

His itinerary will be Jamaica (to February 20th), 
British Guiana (to March 2nd) and Barbados (to March 
11th). In each colony he will discuss questions of 
juvenile delinquency and the welfare of adolescents and 
children, especially their leisure-time needs.

* * *
Also under the auspices of the British Council, 

Mr. H. L. O. Flecker, headmaster of Christ’s Hospital 
(The Bluecoat school), president of the Incorporated 
Association of Headmasters and a member of the 
overseas committee of the Headmasters Conference, 
is to tour the West Indies and lecture on the British 
educational system. His itinerary will be : Trinidad, 
February 2nd ; British Guiana, February 13th ; Bar­
bados, February 23rd ; Grenada, March 1st ; Antigua, 
March 4th; Jamaica, March 12th; Nassau, March 
28th, and Bermuda, April 1st.

* * *
The 96th regular meeting of the Caribbean Lodge 

No. 4826, will be held at Freemasons Hah Great 
Queen Street, London, W.C.2, on
6th 1951 at 5 p.m. Visitors from the West Indies 
wih be cordially welcomed, and are invited to commu­
nicate with the secretary, W. Bro. G. J. Dent.

* * *
Mr Norman W. Manley, K.C., of Jamaica, arrived 

in London on January 21st. A reception, arranged 

in his honour by the League of Coloured Peoples, will 
be held at the West African Students’ Union on Febru­
ary 1st. Mr. Manley is a member of the Jamaica House 
of Representatives, and leader of the People’s National 
Party.

* * *
The delegates at the fourth session of the West 

Indian conference held in Curacao early in December 
sent a telegram of congratulation to Dr. Ralph Bunche 
on the award to him of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize 
for his work as United Nations mediator in Palestine. 
Dr. Bunche attended the second session of the con­
ference held in the United States Virgin Islands in 
February, 1946.

* * *
Enclosed with the issue of the Overseas Mail (the 

weekly edition of the Daily Mail) of December 16th, 
1950, was an eight-page illustrated supplement dealing 
with the British West Indies and British Guiana. As 
in a former supplement, issued in September, 1949, 
special articles dealt with various British West Indian 
products and industries, air travel in the area, etc., 
while a description of the British colonies of the Caribbean 
was contributed by Mr. A. E. V. Barton, secretary of 
the West India Committee.

The West India Committee

Ara meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee, held on January 23rd, the following 

12 candidates were admitted to membership :—
Name

Rowett, Legge & Co., Ltd.
(London)

Mr. William Grahame Lang

(Country)
Mr. Thomas George

McKinstry (Barbados)
James Miller & Co., Ltd.

(London)
Mr. George Harold Marsh

(London)
Mr. William Sharples

Hindle (Jamaica)
The Right Hon. Lord

Manners, m.c., d.l., j.p.
(Country)

Mr. Hugh Patrick Rosling

(Country)
International Paints, Ltd.

(London)
Associated British Oil

Engines (Export), Ltd.
(London)

Campbell, Booker, Carter, 
Ltd.

(London)
Stewart & Esplen, Ltd.

(London)

Proposer and Seconder 
J"Messrs. E. D. & F. Man 
Î Sir Frederick Seaford, c.b.e. 
/Mr. John W. Freeman 
/Mr. G. G. Glenister 
/Mr. Alastair F. Roger 
/Mr. J. V. Armstrong 
/Mr. W. H. Carden 
/ Gillespie Bros., & Co., Ltd. 
f Gillespie Bros., & Co., Ltd. 
/Mr. H. Wakeford 
/ Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood 
/Mr. John H. D. Bonitto 
J Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott 

I Mr. R. Ellman Brown 
/Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott 
/Mr. R. Ellman Brown 
/Mr. Robert Johnstone 
/ Mr. Roy Wilson 
f Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. 

Ltd.
(_Mr. T. Cundall
[ Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. 

Ltd.
(_Mr. J. M. Campbell 
/Mr. N. S. Murray 
/Mr. H. R. Guy

Obituary
The chairman referred, with great regret ; to the 

deaths of the following members : Mr E. C. Buck, 
M.LC.E. (Trinidad) ; Mr. Bartie B. Bull (London), 
a life member ; and Mr. Percy C. Mordan (Country).
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U.S. Import Duty Amendments

CONSEQUENT on the termination of the trade 
agreement concluded between the United States 
and Mexico in 1942 the following increased rates

of duty, inter alia, have come into force under a recent 
Proclamation by the United States President :—

Tariff Act of 
1930, 

paragraph
Description of Product

Current rate 
of duty

( Rate of duty 
। on termination 

of agreement

411

730

747

765

769
772

774

1504 (&) (5)

Baskets and bags, wholly or in chief value of bamboo, wood, papier-maché, palm 
leaf, or compositions of wood, not specially provided for :—

Product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...ad val.
Other than product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ... ...ad val.

Vegetable oil cake and oil-cake meal, not specially provided for :—
Coconut or copra ... ... ... ... ... ... ...perlb.
Cottonseed ... ... ... ... ... ... . per

Pineapples, in bulk :—
Product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ... ... ... each
Other than product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ... ... each

Beans, not specially provided for (except lima beans), green or unripe :— 
Product of Cuba........ ... ... ... ... per jf.
Other than product of Cuba ............................. ”' ’.' ‘" per jb'

Chickpeas or garbanzos, dried........................................................ ... \ per jp'
Tomatoes in their natural state, when entered for consumption between March 

1st to July 14th, inclusive, or between September 1st to November 14th 
inclusive, in any year :—

Product of Cuba..................................................................... ner lb
Other than product of Cuba ................ ... ”...........................per lb

Peppers, in their natural state :— .................F
Product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ner lb
Other than product of Cuba ... ... ... ... ...per lb

Hats, bonnets and hoods, blocked, trimmed or sewed, composed wholly or in
J.e °* straw, chip, paper, grass, palm leaf, willow, osier, rattan, real 

horsehair, cuba bark, ramie, or manila hemp, whether wholly or partly manu- 
actured, if known as harvest hats, and valued at less than $3 per dozen, ad val.

20 per cent
25 per cent

0.2 cent
0.2 cent

0.48 cent
0.8 cent

1.6 cents
2 cents
1 cent

1.5 cents
1.5 cents

1.2 cents
1.5 cents

12 J per cent

45 per cent 
50 per cent

0.3 cent
0.3 cent

0.58 cent
0.9 cent

3.1 cents
3.5 cents
1.75 cents

1.8 cents
2.1 cents

2.2 cents
2.5 cents

25 per cent

Internal
Revenue

Code Section Cr^ petroleum, topped crude petroleum, and fuel oil derived from petroleum 
finding fuel oil known as gas oil, entered, or withdrawn from warehou“’ 
for consumption in any calendar year after there has been entered or with­
drawn from warehouse, for consumption during such vear an ’awarACToi- 
?nXtltyt°fi SUCh products e(lual to 5 per centum of tlj total quantitv of 
crude petroleum processed in the continental United States dnrin^b« 1 ty i 
mg calendar year, as ascertained by the Secret^

Current rate of 
import tax

Rate of import 
tax on termination

3422
of agreement

0.25 cent 0.5 cent

H B A a a --------- —
on

Provision has been made in various Finance Acts 
or the remission of duty on individual consignments 

of goods imported into this country.
For the convenience of importers it has been arranged 

in consultation with the Treasury, that all applications 
for remission of duty in terms of any of these proves ions 
sh T™ addressed to the Board of Trade, Industries 
and Manufacturers Department, Division IB, I.C House 
Millbank, London, S.W.l. This Division is responsible 
for the examination of each application, consulting as 
necessary, the Production Departments rinn ’ a 
Approved applications will then be submitted Xthe 
Treasury, who are empowered, under thes” enactment 
to authorize m appropriate cases the issue of du^Xe 
the'exact scoT>eCof°th ' Appli.cation and details of 
the °“ *om

The following are the sections in the Finance Acts 
relating to this subject with a broad indication of the 

refer : Finance Act 1932, 
section 10—machinery; Finance Act 1936, section 5 

a.nd apparatus of a kind liable to Kev 
try dut.ySection 8—goods intended for 

non-commercial use in scientific research or for a purpose 
connected with the advancement of any branch of 
learning or art or with the promotion oLny smrt 
Finance Act 1949, section 16-aircraft having a w[ng 
span greater than 120 feet, and parts or equipment fof 
such aircraft . Finance Act 1950, section H—goods 
for industrial research.

The above arrangements do not avoid the need to 
rake separate application for an import licence where 

this is necessary. Import licence applications and 
inquiries regarding the need for an import licence shou"d 
be addressed to the Board of Trade Imnnrt

ranch, Romney House, Tufton Street, London. S.wT
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West Indies at Westminster
-----------------4----------------

British Honduras Banana Production. Mr. P. Smithers 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what arrangements 
had been made to ensure that there would be a market for the 
banana production which was being encouraged in British 
Honduras.

In a written reply of December 13th, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
those arrangements were a matter for the Colonial Development 
Corporation, who were responsible for the production of the 
bananas.

Torquay Conference. Asked by Mr. Russell and Mr. Nigel 
Fisher on December 14th if he could make a statement on the 
progress of the Torquay Conference, the President of the Board 
of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, said that he was not in a position 
to make a statement about the Torquay Conference at that stage, 
but, as he had informed the hon. Member for Croydon East 
(Sir H. Williams) on November 23rd, he proposed to lay before 
the House any necessary reports in due course.

Mr. Russell then asked Mr. Wilson if he could say when he 
would be able to make a statement ? Would he have to wait 
until the end of the conference, and could he give any idea how 
long the conference would last.

Mr. Wilson replied : “I should hope that it will be possible 
to make some statement to the House about the first part of the 
conference, namely, the meeting of the contracting parties to the 
general agreement, early in the New Year, but I would not 
like to forecast now how soon there will be a report on the 
tariff negotiations.”

Mr. Fisher then asked : “ Will the right hon. Gentleman 
assure us that while the House is kept in ignorance of what is 
happening no steps will be taken at Torquay to prejudice 
Imperial Trade or further to jeopardise Imperial Preference? ”

Mr. Wilson replied that he had already made clear to the 
House on a number of occasions what were their views on 
Imperial Preference.

Leeward Islands Constitutional Reform. Mr. J. Hynd 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he would make 
a statement about constitutional reform in the Leeward Islands.

In a written reply of December 12th, Mr. James Griffiths 
stated : ‘‘In June last, Lord Baldwin had discussions in the 
Colonial Office on proposals for constitutional reform in the 
Leeward Islands. I have carefully considered his proposals 
and I have now accepted, in principle, that certain changes 
should be made in the General Legislative Council of the colony, 
and in the Presidential Legislative Councils of Antigua, St. 
Kitts and Montserrat. .

“My view is that these changes should be broadly similar to 
those recently approved for Legislative Councils in the Windward 
Islands, and should include provision for unofficial elected 
majorities on the General Legislative Council of the colony and 
the Legislative Councils of the three Presidencies. The details 
of the proposals have yet to be determined, but it is proposed, 
inter alia, that Presidential Legislatures shall elect certain 
members to the Executive Councils.”

Economic Research. Mr. Russell asked the Secretary of 
State for the colonies what progress had been made in research 
by the Colonial Economic Research Committee into fiscal 
policy in relation to colonial economic development
1 Mr I Dugdale, in his written reply of November 15th, said 
that the Colonial Economic Research Committee did not itself 
undertake research, but advised his ^t hon Friend on the 
organization of economic research studies. Progress on tne 
sZe referred to had not got beyond the stage of preliminary 

consideration.
Trade Unionism. Mr. Alport asked the Secretary of State 

foth Colo“ies on December 13th whether in view of the 
tor tne colonies hv the Labour Commissioners of 

ment of trade unionism, therefore, needed to be supplemented 
by the establishment of wages councils and joint consultative 
machinery.

Mr. Alport then asked : “ Does not the right hon. Gentleman’s 
answer to the previous question indicate that there is an urgent 
need for the Government to reconsider their policy, not only 
in the interests of the development of industrial relations in the 
colonies but in the interests of bona fide trade unionism as well ?

Mr. Griffiths replied : “No, Sir. I will not reconsider the 
policy. It is unfair and highly dangerous to leave a growing 
body of wage earners in these colonial territories without an 
effective trade union to protect them. It is my desire and 
intention to do everything possible to foster the development of 
industrial relations.”

British Honduras Boundary. Mr. Keeling asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on November 22nd what was 
the purpose of Statutory Instrument No. 1649 of 1950, which 
extended the boundary of British Honduras so as to include the 
area of the continental shelf under the sea off the coast; how 
far beyond the coast did the continental shelf go ; on what 
authority he based this claim ; and whether it had received 
international recognition.

Mr. J. Griffiths said that the purpose of the Order-in-Council 
was to give the local government control over natural resources 
which might be found in the sea-bed off the coast of British 
Honduras. The continental shelf was generally considered 
to extend to the 100-fathom line. This claim followed inter­
national practice under which a number of countries had annexed 
the continental shelves off their coasts.

Mr. Keeling then asked Mr. Griffiths if it was not a rather 
strange application of the 1895 Act to use it to extend the 
boundary of the colony beyond the territorial limits or was the 
100-fathom line in this case within the territorial limits ?

Mr. Griffiths replied : “I would like to have had notice of 
that question. What has happened is that we have only followed 
the practice adopted by other countries in recent years.”

Mr. Joynson-Hicks then said, “ Can the right hon. Gentleman 
say to whom the shelf belonged before he annexed it ? ”

Mr. Griffiths replied : “I understand that it belonged to 
nobody.”

Festival of Britain. Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on December 13th what recommendations 
had been made to colonial Governments in respect of facilities 
and arrangements for official and non-official representatives 
from the colonial territories visiting this country during the 
Festival of Britain.

Mr. Griffiths said that he certainly hoped that there would be 
many visitors from the colonial territories in 1951. He had not 
made any recommendations to colonial Governments, but he was 
considering whether special arrangements to invite colonial 
representatives could be made. He could not say more at that 
time.

Mr. Sorensen then asked : “ While a portion of that answer 
gives great satisfaction, would not my right hon. Friend agree 
that everything should be done to encourage colonials to come 
to this country ? Further, can he say whether any part of the 
Festival will be devoted to colonial exhibits ? ”

Mr. Griffiths replied : “ As I have said, I am giving attention 
to this problem. Perhaps my hon. Friend will have a word 
with me about it later.”

Nurses’ Training. Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on December 13th how many girls or 
women from the colonies since the end of the war had completed 
their training as nurses and had returned to their homeland , 
how many of these had been appointed as sisters or other senior 
posts particularly in West Africa ; how many were still in train­
ing in this country ; and in what colonies nurses were required 
to relinquish their posts on marriage.

Mr. Griffiths said that 84, including 26 scholarship holders, 
had completed courses of training since the end of the war. 
He understood that the majority had returned or would shortly 
return to their own countries, but his information in regard 
to the private students was incomplete. He knew of 14 cases 
in which offers of appointment as sisters or m comparable posts
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had been made or were about to be made. Three of these were 
in West Africa, but there had been, in addition, a large number 
of local appointments which would not have come officially to 
his notice.

Seven hundred and ninety women were in training in the 
United Kingdom as nurses at that time, including 125 scholar­
ship holders. In most colonies nurses might be required to 
resign on marriage, but cases were usually considered on their 
merits.

Mr. Sorensen then asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that 
nurses from colonial areas who had trained in this country had 
given very great and valuable service to our hospitals, and that 
some of them found it difficult to get senior posts when they 
returned home ? In view of that, would he not consider finding 
some means of encouraging the appointment of African and 
other colonial nurses to senior posts ?

Mr. Griffiths said that he agreed with Mr. Sorensen that 
while training here these nurses rendered valuable service. 
He was most anxious that when they went back home, having 
been trained here, they should be given posts which were appro­
priate in view of the training which they had received. He 
would certainly do anything he could to help.

Dr. Barnett Stross then asked : “ With reference to the last 
sentence in the original question, would my right hon. Friend 
use all his influence to point out that it is most wasteful if 
nurses of any kind, from any part of the Dominions or the 
Colonial Empire, are asked to relinquish their posts on marriage ?”

There was no reply.

Publications Received

Gordian, L—1194, August 25th, 1950. Contains a 
second instalment of Wolf Mueller’s Bibliography of

Corona, Vol. II, No. 9, September, 1950. Contains a 
note by Lord Tweedsmuir on the objects of the Institute 
of Rural Life at Home and Overseas.

Facts and Comments relating to Edinboro, St. Vincent 
British West Indies. Compiled by Robert M. Anderson ’ 
1900 A selection of facts relating to recent and pro­
jected developments in the Edinboro district adjoining 
Kingstown. J ®

British West Indies Sugar Association line.} • Chair­
mans Survey, 1949-50. The summary of the work of 
the Association presented to the tenth ordinary general 
meeting of the association by Mr. H. E. Robinson A 
comprehensive record of the work of the association 
1 wlt\ tableS °f exP°rt Pnces from
1940 to 1950 and production figures of British West 
Indies sugar-producing colonies from 1941 to 1950.

Extension Circulars, Jamaica Department of Agricul­
ture The following issues have come to hand ; No 25 
Preducing Good Citrus Nursery Trees ; No. 26, American 
Foui Brood and Other Brood Diseases and Pests of Bees • 
fa P°Ultry and their Prevent
tion , JNo. 33, Growing Corn on “ Reel n;.4 ” 
No. 34, Artificial Insemination of Dairy Cattle • No 37’ 
Internal Parasites of Livestock • Nn qq c • ’ 
No. 39, Anthrax ; No. 40 Blackleg ’ FeVer ;

Colonial Annual Reports, London H M / 
1949. Price, 2s. Od. net A nnhw/f Bahamas, 
in this report is an increase in valued domestiT6“^ 
^t» ’̂ Sf A?®

•Ke l.W h

£366,000 in 1939-40 to £1,346,000 in 1948-49. St. 
Vincent, 1949. The three main exports, arrowroot, 
copra and Sea Island cotton, all increased in value, 
but exports of copra decreased in quantity.

Tuberculosis Control in a British Colony, by Vincent 
Hetreed, Medical Officer, Nigeria. Published by the 
National Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. 
London, 1950. Price 7s. 6d. This is the winning essay 
in a competition open to medical practitioners in which 
each entrant was asked to describe his proposals for a 
practical scheme for the clinical, social and administra­
tive control of tuberculosis in the British colonies as a 
whole, or in one or more of them separately.

Methods of prevention enter largely into the 
suggestions made by Dr. Hetreed, which, though based 
on experience in Nigeria, are regarded by the adjudica­
tors as being capable of application to other colonial 
areas. He advocates the segregation in their own 
villages of confirmed cases, and specific immunization 
by B.C.G., with a rise in the standard of living as the 
ultimate desideratum.

Kew Bulletin, No. 2, 1950. Contains a further instal­
ment of Dr. E. E. Cheesman’s notes on the classification 
of the bananas, the species dealt with being Musa 
borneensis Beccari, M. violascens Ridley, and M. 
gracilis Holttum, also a preliminary report on collections 
of the larger fungi made in Trinidad at the request 
of the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture.

Sugar Bulletin, No. 18, Department of Agriculture, 
British Guiana. The data published in this Bulletin 

a significant change in the variety position in the 
British Guiana sugar industry, in that for the first 
time since its introduction variety D. 14/34 has made no 
advance being challenged by some of the new 
lings, notably B.34104, which now constitutes 58.4 per 

area Planted- The increase in area
Ïq onnlatter variet-v’ relative to 1949, is approxi­

mately 13,000 acres.

^ndur^’ J949' Colonial Reports. H.M.S.O. 
vJ™ riiffi. u net‘ .Glves an.account of progress in a 
the^rnnqf ri' Xear during which the colony experienced 
the most disastrous drought within living memory A 
review of the salient features of this trying period has 
&Rappeared in the February',9^ -'-“f

Department °o/l ’ Investigations. 1948-19J9.
NePartment of Agriculture, Jamaica. Price 2s This 
duringeCSe “ the ^"tent
™ 4. • i • Tear, these records have former! v bppn 
this is now and in future ici Ko c. i , 1 . rne'nt, but
matters The re^ d TtO be.confined to administrative

Bo?k”DMsio9n0of SeV^ ^dited in the Year 
This annual publicist T™1™ Bureau of Statistics, 
publication gtees informattt £ twentieth Year of 
W form forthose wh^n €"

evolution of Canada. dealS the Pohtlcal
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The Homeward Mail
-----------—------------

BARBADOS
Communications. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of 

the Barbados Publicity Committee, in a letter dated 
December 20th, writes : “ With the completion of the 
new runway at Seawell Airport the T.C.A. DC 4, after 
an absence of seven weeks, was able to land on Saturday 
9th. These planes will now be calling regularly at 
Barbados on the way south and again on the way north. 
Also taking opportunity of the new runway was a de 
Havilland ‘ Dove.’ This aircraft was on the last leg 
of a survey flight through the West Indies. Avensa 
Airlines of Venezuela are making four special calls at 
Barbados with their 50 passenger DC 4 planes for the 
Christmas season. They are expecting to make two 
trips on December 23rd, one on December 26th and 
the last on January 2nd.

Sporting News. “ The usual cricket fixtures con­
tinued throughout the month. The tennis tournament 
at the Royal Barbados Yacht Club started during the 
month. Enthusiastic crowds attended the police display 
on the first day of the 100th Annual Industrial Exhibition 
and again at the gymkhana on the second day. There 
was keen rivalry in the latter in the ladies’, gentlemen’s 
and children’s sections. Polo was played at the Garrison 
Savannah regularly throughout the month.

General News. “ Visiting the island during the 
month, with the purpose of taking pictures of Barbados 
for Pan American World Airways, was Mr. Arden 
Miller. He was accompanied by two models, Miss 
Jacklyn Ward and Miss Joy Butler. An exhibition of 
photographs displaying historic buildings and scenic 
beauties of the island, and sponsored by the Advocate 
newspaper, was held at the museum during the month.

Entertainment. “ The 100th Annual Industrial 
Exhibition was held at Queen’s Park on 6th and 7th. 
Record crowds attended this exhibition, of which the 
exhibits on a whole compared favourably with those of 
the previous year. The Bridgetown Players presented 
the comedy ‘ The Man Who Came To Dinner,’ at the 
Empire Theatre on 14th and 15th. The Barbados 
Choral Society and the Cathedral Choir gave a Recital of 
Christmas music on Tuesday 19th at St. Michael s 
Cathedral. The annual bazaar was held at the Drill 
Hall on Saturday, 2nd. Numerous dances are expected 
to be held at the leading hotels and clubs on 23rd, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Eve.

BRITISH GUIANA
Constitution Commission. A correspondent writ­

ing from Georgetown on December 20th, states : The 
commission appointed by the Secretary of StateTorth 
Colonies to inquire into matters relating to the con 
stitution of the colony arrived onxPec.e^er 15th a d 
held its introductory meeting on the lytn.

Malaria Control. “ Towards the end of November 
Dr George Giglioli, Medical Adviser to the British 
Guiana Sugar Producers’ Association and Honorary 

Government Malariologist, returned to the colony from 
the joint annual meeting of the National Malaria Society, 
The American Academy of Tropical Medicine and The 
American Society of Tropical Medicine held at Savannah, 
Georgia, U.S.A. At this meeting a symposium was 
held on nation-wide malaria eradication projects in the 
Western hemisphere. British Guiana’s contribution 
was a paper on the principle of integrating natural 
mosquito barriers with strategically distributed artificial 
D.D.T. barrages for the long term maintenance of 
eradication once achieved; this is a new departure in 
malaria control. Dr. Giglioli estimates that 98 per cent 
of British Guiana’s inhabitants are effectively protected 
from both malaria and yellow fever.

Government Employees’ Dispute. “ The Fletcher 
Committee, which was appointed by Government to 
decide whether the rise in cost of living makes necessary 
the payment of a temporary cost-of-living allowance 
to certain categories of Government workers, has 
submitted its report. The report recommends that a 
cost-of-living allowance on the following scale should 
be paid on all salaries and wages up to and including 
$80 a month, retrospective from October 1st, 1950 : 
20 per cent on salaries not exceeding $40 a month, 
$7 a month on salaries between $40 and $65, $6 a 
month on salaries between $65 and $80. It also recom­
mends that the cost-of-living allowance should be 
adjusted quarterly in accordance with changes in the 
cost of living index, and that certain adjustments should 
be made to salaries above the $80 limit; that a survey 
of house rents should be made and that a record of rents 
fixed by the assessor should always be available for 
public inspection, and that the possibility should be 
explored of increasing efficiency in the Government 
Service by the introduction of modern methods and 
mechanization. The Committee acknowledges that it 
has provided no solution to the problem of the cost of 
living and calls for ‘ greater enterprise in development, 
more energetic direction and greater output from labour, 
since it is only by these that the real standard of living 
can be raised.’ The Federation of Government Em­
ployees’ Unions has expressed dissatisfaction with 
these recommendations.

New Booker Store. “On November 27th, Booker 
Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd., opened part of their 
new building, a cash department under the name of 
‘ Bookers Universal Store.’ The store is operated on the 
‘ visual sales ’ principle such as is found in Woolworth, 
Marks & Spencer and many other large cash businesses. 
The rest of this large building, which will be completed 
soon, will house further departments of Bookers Stores 
Ltd., the offices of certain Booker companies and their 
central research laboratory.

Bauxite. “ The Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd., have 
announced plans for additions to their plant and railway 
transport system at MacKenzie, which will involve a 
capital investment of at least $1,500,000.

Venn Commission. “The Legislative Council is
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now debating the report of this commission. So far 
the recommendations in the report appear to be 
supported by most of the council.

Trade with Canada. “ Mr. Rex Stollmeyer, Can­
adian Trade Commissioner for British Guiana, the British 
West Indies and the Bahamas, told the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce that Caribbean trade with 
Canada was in a parlous condition and that Canada was 
greatly concerned about this. He warned that the 
trade restrictions against Canada would some day have 
an adverse effect and not only would valuable prefer­
ences be lost, but the Canadian National steamships 
might be withdrawn from service in the West Indies.

New Development Commissioner. " Mr. J. L. 
Fletcher, O.B.E., T.D., has been appointed Develop­
ment Commissioner in succession to Lt.-Col. O. A. 
Spencer, who was transferred to Malaya.”

DOMINICA
Citrus Fruit. Writing from Roseau, on December 

31st, a correspondent states : “ The m.v. Carrimarie 
of the Cie Générale Transatlantique sailed from Roseau 
on the 15th inst. direct for London with another con­
signment of citrus fruit and the entrepreneur in charge 
of the matter has cabled to prepare another shipment, 
although the home market is reported glutted.

Police Force. “ Discipline appears to be tightening 
up in our police force and it is becoming more of a 
terror to evil-doers, but the control of juvenile vagrancy 
is yet beyond it.

Sport. “ With the cooler days cricket has given 
place to football. Spectators as in the United Kingdom 
enter enthusiastically into the game. As the opposing 
forward line puts itself in ordered movement towards 
the home goal, agonized appeals are made to the keeper 
of the citadel—‘ Jacob ! get ready, they’re a-comin’.’ 
Discussion as to when, if ever, a goal-keeper may advance 
from between the sticks is usually clinched by the 
dictum that when he does so his goal is undefended. 
We are still watching the English ‘ tourist ’ cricketers 

down under ’ in Australia.
Entertained. “ The Dominica Arts Society gave a 

very successful performance of the ‘ Mikado ’ on the 
4th mst. Canon Eversley of the Church of England 
had the title role with our Attorney-General, Mr. Harney, 
m the part of Ko-ko, the Lord High Executioner, while 
Pooh-Bah, Lord High everything else, was in the 
capable hands of our financial secretary, Mr. Sweeting 
The opera was produced by Mrs. C. A. Bellot, who for 
years has been the moving spirit in these cultural 
efforts and to whom great credit is due.

Imports. “ Goods continue to roll in from that far 
away port Hong Kong with great promptitude, probably 
due to international war-clouds. 'Confirming cables 
are usually phrased—‘ Shipping immediately.’

Controls. “Dominica, being a British colony 
suffers under price control. Lately this authority 
has been active and has managed to bring before the 
magistrate a merchant who had added to his cost price 
SO per cent instead of the legal 331. The accused 
pleaded guilty, and when asked if he had anything to 
say replied that it was an error, that he was only serving 
his God and that he knew that Dominica needed money 

so he would pay willingly. The fine was £50. In 
another case the prospective buyer of a fine fur felt hat 
reported to the police that the merchant wanted ¿2 
for it. Immediately the control people took up the 
matter and sent their representative to investigate 
and after two days’ diligent search the merchant pro­
duced the London invoice of 1946 for the hat which 
showed it charged at £2 and then the insurance and 
freight on top of that. The competent authority 
withdrew and left the shop but not without casting an 
eye on the pretty goods exposed for sale.

Postal Service. “ Our new Postmaster continues 
to innovate. Not content with opening the post office 
at 7 a.m. on Tuesdays to facilitate the despatch of mails, 
he has his mail notices in the principal shop windows, 
also on the wall of the Cable and Wireless office alongside 
the notice board with the broken glass. This notice 
board is the venue of the local intelligentsia trying to 
keep up with world affairs.

‘ ‘ Cost of Living Index figures for October are 
published and of course continue rising. It is nice to 
know about it from the highest authority, but bananas 
are a penny each—that is to say, good ones—and 
condensed milk from Holland, Denmark and Australia 
is steady about Is. 4d. the 14 oz. tin. A pleasing feature 
of the situation is that the manufacturers take the 
trouble to tell that it can be used for the feeding of 
babies and infants. They must have heard about the 
great milk problem in our island. Eggs are about 
5|d. each, well held, and waiting for more from Canada 
but on the other side of Dominica they are only 24d. 
Local students of economics are perplexed about it.”

GRENADA
Dr. Hyacinth B. Morgan, M.P., with Mrs. Morgan, 

touched at Grenada on December 31st while en route to 
Trinidad by the Canadian National Steamship Lady 
Nelson. They were met on board by a committee 
comprising Mr. F. Carlyle Noel, president of the Grenada 
Citizens’ Association, and Mrs. Noel, the Hon. T A. 
Marryshow, the Hon. E. A. Mitchell, Mr. S. H. Graham 
Mr. and Mrs. George Grant, Mr. F. M. Henry, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hugh Robertson and Mr. L. C. Stevenson. After a 
call on the acting Governor, Mr. G. C. Green, and Mrs. 
Green they motored across the island to a reception at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Noel, Balthazar, St. Andrews, 
returning to the Santa Maria for dinner before re- 
embarkmg. Mrs. Morgan was presented by Mrs. 
Grant with a bouquet of anthuriums.

Mr. George Hughes, eldest son of Captain the Hon. 
E Earle Hughes, who, as a dental student at City 
College, New York, was about to enter his final year, 
nas been called up for service in the United States 
armed forces.

JAMAICA
, of . Living. Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. 
fej8’ frOm Kinsston on December 27tK 

A| “1 y^T .closed’ Protests against Union 
sh™p1 *nd COr f° "'"J? mcreases took more definite 
s rape than ever before. Demands on the sugar industry 
by the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union for wage 
ohthe TtvuFtt P'tched high to meet the compeS 

f the Trade Union Council, which is attempting to break
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into the sugar industry (hitherto a B.I.T.U. preserve) 
on a large scale, and demands recognition as bargaining 
agent for 15 factories (including Worthy Park).

“ Addressing the annual general meeting of the All 
Island Jamaica Cane Farmers’ Association, the Hon. 
R. L. M. Kirkwood, chairman of the Sugar Manu­
facturers’ Association, said that demands which unions 
knew full well were quite impossible were made from 
political motives. Leaders, he said, must be prepared 
to tell their followers the truth : the timid leadership, 
that put what was popular before what was right, and 
the hunt for votes, could bring the country’s agricul­
tural and industrial progress to a standstill.

Citrus Growers’ Meeting. “The Citrus Growers’ 
Association, at its annual general meeting on December 
19th, firmly rejected the idea of meeting big wage 
demands in the present state of the industry. Com­
petitive union demands have appeared in the citrus 
industry as well as in the sugar industry. The T.U.C. 
served demands on the privately owned May Pen 
packing house, which would pass on the increased costs 
as an additional charge to the Citrus Growers’ Associa­
tion. The B.I.T.U. then served similar demands on 
the packing house in Kingston which the association 
itself runs. Wages are already high in both packing 
houses, and growers have just had a reduction of the 
advance price for grapefruit, owing to the uncertainties 
of the fresh fruit market. Delegates at the general 
meeting, therefore, were in no mood to face further cuts 
as a result of wage demands which would involve an 
additional cost of £15,000 a year as a start, with no 
certainty where the process would stop.

Wages and Size of Loaf. “ The Kingston and St. 
Andrew Taxpayers’ and Ratepayers’ Association has also 
protested against the proposal to reduce the size of 
loaves in the Corporate Area in order to increase wages 
in bakeries. This course the association saw as part of 
an inflationary process, by which cost of living is 
increased to enable wages to be raised in order to meet 
increased cost of living : a self-perpetuating process, 
which makes wage demands always justifiable on the 
cost of living argument since in an inflation wages are 
constantly below cost of living. The association saw m 
the proposal a dangerous and unnatural alliance of master 
bakers and the union, who were disposed (to judge from 
the course of events) to regard the authorities controlling 
or advising upon prices—including the Executive 
Council itself—as mere rubber stamps to register their 
decisions. The association also asked Government to 
make a pronouncement on the relationship of wages, 
prices, and employment, as it did when taxation 
was last increased to meet increases to Government 

employees.
Labour and Sugar Industry. “ The New Year is 

therefore likely to see a struggle for P°^r 
unions in the sugar industry, the decision 
of bread in the Corporate Area, and collisions between 
the unions and the large producers bodies unless the 
members of the latter, who are often smaU mra on 
friendly terms with unionists are able to nc
to take a more level-headed view. Already the cane 
Farmers’ Association, which includes some thousand 
of small men, has called on the T-U^° Xtrimental 
astrous Worthy Park strike, as something detriment. 

to the whole industry and not in the true interests of 
workers themselves.

“ The T.U.C., having called the strike at Worthy Park, 
has since been engaged in finding reasons for it, since the 
strike cannot compel the owners of the factory to break 
the agreement with the B.I.T.U. expiring December 
31st nor to fix a date for a poll to test the wishes of the 
workers—all the terms for such a poll being naturally 
a matter for discussion after December 31st, as the 
B.I.T.U. insists upon its pound of flesh and will not 
agree to a poll during the life of the present agreement. 
Mr. N. W. Manley, leader of the People’s National 
Party, in a statement published December 22nd, called 
on the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association to say ‘ that 
the poll will be taken, Labour Adviser or no.’ That is, 
the reason for the strike is alleged to be a doubt as to 
whether the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association will 
consent to a poll if the Labour Adviser cannot take it. 
Mr. Kirkwood replied on the following day that the 
amplest assurances had already been given, and he 
appealed to Mr. Manley to recognize that the strike, 
so far from speeding up the taking of a poll, was actually 
creating obstacles to agreement on serious points of 
procedure.

Destruction of Citrus. “ Simultaneously, general 
disgust was aroused by news of the wanton destruction 
of eight acres of young citrus at Worthy Park. The 
People’s National Party organ Public Opinion denounced 
this roundly on December 23rd as a ‘ cold, calculated 
crime comparable with murder.’ While claiming that 
the crime might have been committed by an enemy 
wishing to discredit the T.U.C., the paper stated that 
‘ the estate is being picketed by the T.U.C. and respons­
ibility is therefore inescapable.’ It remarks that 
* there could be no justification of so dastardly a deed,’ 
and says that if T.U.C.-P.N.P. sympathizers committed 
it the movement ‘ would be far worthier and more 
deserving of success without the assistance of such 
gentry.’ This editorial—which seems to represent the 
views of many P.N.P. support jrs—is perhaps the most 
decisive evidence of the growth of the feeling that 
political and industrial leadership must display a firm 
front to the small disruptive element which has so 
long had its own way.

Catering Business Wages. “ The extent to which 
the movement for higher wages is now defeating its 
own objects is vividly illustrated by the case of the new 
minimum wage rates fixed for the catering business. 
The sharp jump in overheads has both raised prices of 
meals in restaurants and led to staff reductions. The 
order has already been modified in some respects, over­
time charges being reduced, hotels and boarding-houses 
excluded, and the rates for country bars reduced.”

By cable from our correspondent. December 30/A.
The acting Governor, Mr. Macgillivray, on the 

Executive Council’s advice, has, with the Secretary ot 
State’s approval, used reserved power under the 
constitution to reverse the House of Representatives 
decision refusing assent to the Government proposal 
to oav CIO 000 to the Jamaica Utilities Company with a 
monopoly of the bus franchise in the corporate area as 
an advance of the refund of gasohne duty due on 
presentation of the company s audited accounts for
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1950, which are expected to show heavy losses, entitling 
the company to rebate under the franchise. The 
object of the early instalment was to enable the company 
to pay third party insurance for which the insurance 
company would not wait after December 31st. Without 
insurance, buses would not have been able to run from 
January 1st. There was opposition in the House and 
the government proposal was lost by sixteen votes to 
twelve. This defeat was apparently due to the feeling 
that the whole bus situation was being handled in an 
irresponsible manner by the Government, which must 
accordingly be forced to accept sole responsibility.

ST. LUCIA
Agriculture. Our correspondent, the Hon. Henry E. 

Belmar, writing from Castries on December 21st, 
states : “ The year 1950 has not been favourable from 
an agricultural point of view, as it has been much too 
wet. The rainfall for November was 12| inches, and 
the total rainfall for the 11 months ended 30th ultimo 
exceeds 91 inches. Unless the ripening season should 
prove to be a good one, the prospects for the sugar crop 
would not appear to 
be too promising. All 
other crops have also 
been adversely affected 
by the very heavy 
rains.

Medical Adviser’s 
Visit. “ Dr. E. D. 
Pridie, Chief Medical 
Adviser to the Secre­
tary of State for the 
Colonies, accompanied 
by Dr. J. W. Harkness, 
Medical Adviser to the 
Comptroller for 
Development and Wel­
fare in the West 
Indies, paid a visit to 
this colony recently. 
All institutions were 
visited, and they 
appeared to be very 
favourably impressed 

in
issue.

es. The Opening Ceremony referred to 
m last

with the efficiency of the medical department of this 
colony.

Budget. - The Budget Session of the Legislative 
Council took place on 14th instant. The estimated 

CA and W- contributions, was 
53^,943 The estimated expenditure (also excluding 

C.D. and W. Fund) was $1,936,545.”

TRINIDAD
Trade with Canada. “ Mr. W. F. Bull Assistant 

deputy Minister of the Department of Trade and 
Commerce, Canada, arrived in the colony for a short 
stay on December 16th. He said that Canada will be 
removing import controls at the end of the year and 
dom^+bhat the BntlSh West Indies territories would be 
doing the same soon.

Trade Commissioner on Visit. “Mr C Rex 
Britsh C°mmissioner in Canada for the
by Mrs Stollrncver^  ̂ Guiana, accompanied
oy ivirs. stollmeyer and their son, arrived in the colony 

on November 25th. Mr. Stollmeyer is visiting Trinidad 
in the course of an official tour of the West Indies.

Cacao Meeting. “ A meeting of the In ter-American 
Technical Cacao Committee was held from November 20th 
to 25th at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture.

Football. “ Trinidad won the Curacao-Surinam- 
Trinidad soccer series. In the final matches they drew 
with Surinam (November 30th) and defeated Curacao 
5—1 (December 2nd).

“ Santa Claus.” “ The Trinidad Government Rail­
ways have put on a special non-stop service between San 
Fernando and Port-of-Spain called the ‘ Santa Claus 
Express ’ to facilitate travel for people in the south 
wishing to shop in Port-of-Spain. The express does the 
journey to Port-of-Spain in a little over one hour.”

The Popularity of Bananas

Press reports state that on December 6th a ship 
arrived at Liverpool from Sierra Leone with a cargo 

of bananas of which 
78,000 were too ripe
to be 
About 
workers

taken away. 
3,000 dock 
were told to

eat all they could, 
and disposed of 37,000, 
an average of over 12 
bananas each, before 
arrangements were 
made for disposing of 
the remainder.

The incident is a 
reminder of the present 
unsatisfied demand in 
the United Kingdom, 
where imports are now 
less than half those of 
pre-war, while there 
has been a population 
increase of some 
5,000,000 souls.

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
December production of crude oil and casing-head gaso- 
lene amounted to 263,996 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc- 
on for the four weeks ended January 1st was 525,165 

oarreis.
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 

?d output for December was 252,310 barrels, 
her Btd’ For the month of Decem-
to S from own fields onlv, amounted
io oi«,/jy barrels.

ofCStatT ■ Mr- £ Smithers asked the Secretary

Stated 

had been d?scusseV bv Association Committee

favour of accepting the recommendat^ ”
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Company Reports and Meetings

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd.
The directors, in their report for the year ended September 

30th, state that the profit, after providing for taxation, amounts 
to ¿669,142, to which is added the balance brought forward 
of ¿196,763, making a total of ¿865,905. From this, ¿450,000 
is transferred to general reserve, and ¿55,000 is deducted for the 
interim dividend of 6d. per 5s. unit of stock, free of tax. The 
proposed final dividend of Is. 3d. per 5s. unit of stock, free of 
tax, will absorb ¿137,500, leaving ¿223,405 to be carried forward.

The property in Trinidad over which the company holds rights 
comprises 12,810 acres.

During the year 82,371 feet have been drilled. Production 
amounted to 2,833,000 barrels of crude oil and 3,549,000 gallons 
of casing head gasolene and was obtained from 351 wells. 
Deliveries amounted to 2,821,000 barrels of crude oil and 3,519,000 
gallons of casing head gasolene.

Booker Line Ltd.
Consequent upon the internal re-organization of the Booker 

Group of companies, the shipowning business hitherto conducted 
under the management of Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd., 
at Martin’s Bank Building, Liverpool, 2, will be carried on at the 
same address by their steamship company Booker Line Ltd.

The statement issued on December 28th states that the new 
arrangement will come into operation on January 1st, 1951, 
on which date all accounts appertaining to shipowning business 
will be transferred to Booker Line Ltd., to be conducted on the 
same lines as heretofore.

Booker Line Ltd. will also assume responsibility for all out­
standing contracts and other engagements entered into by 
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd. in connexion with shipowning 
activities, and will provide the services and facilities which 
have been extended by the latter in the past.

Mr. A. M. Armour, a managing director of Booker Bros. 
McConnell & Co. Ltd., is chairman of Booker Line Ltd., the other 
directors being Mr. C. G. Perry and Mr. J. Meakin.

The telephone numbers of the new company will be Central 
0135/9 ; the telegraphic address “ Bookship Liverpool.

Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd.
The Board of Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd., announce 

that, after full consultations with the company’s auditors and 
with Sir Harold Howitt (of Peat Marwick Mitchell & Co.), they 
have completed the internal reorganization of the group to which 
the chairman referred in his statement to shareholders, circulated 
with the directors’ report and statement of accounts for the 
vear ending December 31st, 1949, and published on pages 233 
and 234 of the September, 1950, issue of

In that statement the chairman said : To-day the wide­
spread undertakings of Bookers fall distinctly into four mam 
operational divisio^s-sugar-producing, shopkeeping, shipping 

and rum distribution. It has now become urgently necessary 
to reorganize the administration and financing of the group 
to ^?his change in the functional character of 
Responsibility for the actual operation of each of these tour 
main divisions of the group must be in the hands of men trained 
and experienced in their particular trade. Finance must likewise 
be allowed in a way which will facilitate control and make it 
^"accurately W assess the earning power of any part

SrX
£tt°ope^ sub.

sid“^ win bJe responsible for the main operations

of the Booker Group :

S Guiana. Bookers Sugar Estates Ltd. (late the Corentyne

dffe^tors ^he ’ parent company who have hitherto been 

closely concerned with sugar.

Shop-keeping
United Kingdom. Campbell Booker Carter Ltd. (late Campbell 

Bros. Carter & Co. Ltd.)
*British Guiana. Bookers Stores Ltd. (and subsidiaries).

A new company formed to operate all the group’s trading 
activities in British Guiana.

^Trinidad. Stephens Ltd.
^Northern Rhodesia. Campbell Booker Carter (Central Africa) 

Ltd. (late Campbell Bros. Carter & Co. (Central Africa) 
Ltd.) (and subsidiaries).

*Nyasaland. The London & Blantyre Supply Co. Ltd.
*Northern Rhodesia-Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland Agencies. 

Pelletier Ltd. (and subsidiaries).

Shipping
United Kingdom. Booker Bros. (Liverpool) Ltd. A new 

company formed to hold all the group’s shipping interests 
including Booker Line Ltd. (late Arakaka Steamship Co. 
Ltd.) and Bookers Shipping & Trading Co. Ltd.

British Guiana. Bookers Shipping Transport & Wharves Ltd. 
(late Curtis Campbell & Co. Ltd.)—a subsidiary of Booker 
Bros. (Liverpool) Ltd.

Rum
United Kingdom. United Rum Merchants Ltd.
British Guiana. Bookers Rum Co. Ltd.

A new company formed to handle all the group’s rum 
blending and marketing activities in British Guiana—a 
subsidiary of United Rum Merchants Ltd.

Produce previously handled by Bookers’ London and Liverpool 
offices, i.e. sugar, bulk rum, balata and other general produce, 
will in future be handled in London by Bookers Produce Ltd. 
(a new company).

Activities and responsibilities in British Guiana which either 
cannot be integrated into the four main operating companies 
there or which are common to all four will be taken over by 
Bookers Properties, Holdings & Services Ltd. (a new company).

It is intended to include, with the published accounts for 
1950, a chart setting out the new organization.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd.
Mr. Kenneth A. E. Moore, moving the adoption of the 

report and accounts [see November Circular] at the annual 
meeting held in London on October 31st, said : “If figures were 
all that mattered there would be little for me to say to-day, 
because the accounts, which speak for themselves, are eminently 
satisfactory and reflect the most successful year in the history 
of the company. Not only has production been well maintained 
but devaluation, as foreshadowed in my speech to you last 
year, has had the effect of increasing substantially the effective 
price received for our oil. . . .

The Year’s Results

“ Before charging payments to Government, the surplus 
remaining on the year’s working after deducting from our gross 
revenue from oil sales the cost of salaries, wages, materials, 
and depreciation and administration, was approximately 
Z919 000 Our partners in this enterprise are primarily the 
Governments of Trinidad and of the United Kingdom. The 
share for the past year, of the Trinidad Government, which 
it takes in the form of oil rents, royalties, duties, and income-tax, 
was about ¿520,000 and of the United Kingdom for taxation 
ri no 000—¿620,000—leaving as the company’s share available 

for dividends and reserves ¿299,000. Of this ¿299,000, if our 
recommendations are approved, there will be distributed by 
way of dividends ¿187,000 leaving to be ploughed in to help 
to finance future development ¿112,000.

“ The Governments of Trinidad and the United Kingdom 
are of course, sleeping partners. They provide none of the 
capital and take none of the risks but they take an imposing 
percentage of our revenue. On the other hand it is only fair 
to acknowledge that the role of Government is an expensive 
one these days and covers a multitude of services beyond the 
primary duties of defence and the maintenance of law and 
order YIn this connexion, as you are no doubt aware, elections 
have recently been held in Trinidad for the first time on the basis

Subsidiary companies of Campbell Booker Carter Ltd.
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of universal adult suffrage and a new and liberalized constitution. 
It will be the wish and hope of everyone, I am sure, that this 
experiment will be a success and that, for the sake of Trinidad 
and all who live and work there, stable and orderly Government 
will continue to maintain the underlying conditions and the 
confidence essential to progress.

Progress of the Undertaking

“ It is interesting to look back over the years and to recall 
that the company was formed early in 1918—some 32 years 
ago—and that for the first half of its life its search for oil in 
commercial quantities was, in the main, a costly failure and 
disappointment. It was not until 1935 that the company 
really turned the corner and began earning regular profits, and 
you will remember that, in 1937, it was reconstituted, hived-off 
from the British Controlled Oilfields, and additional capital 
was raised by public issue of ordinary shares.

“ It will also be within your recollection that, since 1937, 
the company has never looked back. During the war production 
was successfully raised to about 10,000 barrels a day by con­
centration, in accordance with official requirements, on proved 
areas. Since the war production has been maintained at a more 
rational level and exploratory drilling has, once again, been 
able to proceed in an orderly manner.

“ The early experience of T.P.D. was by no means unusual in 
the very difficult geological conditions found in Trinidad. It is 
a matter of history that 157 companies have been formed 
from time to time to search for oil in Trinidad ; 84 of 
these have actually operated ; 12 remain active, but only 
five of these pay dividends, the remainder having gone 
into liquidation or been absorbed by others.

Success of Private Enterprise

“I have thought it desirable to mention these matters because 
it will, I hope, give perspective to shareholders, and to a wider 
audience whose perception is at risk of being blurred by insistent 
propaganda against private enterprise and profits. Private 
enterprise in Trinidad, as exemplified by the oil companies, has 
done, and is continuing to do, a magnificent job, and, instead of 
criticism of profits, there should be congratulation that some, 
at least, of the pioneers have been successful, after years of 
struggle, and have managed to establish their undertakings on a 
profitable basis.

In connexion with the mention of pioneers, it is our sad 
duty to place on record to-day the passing of Mr. R. R. Tweed 
early this year. He and Mr. Dalley, who died in 1944, joined 
the company in 1927 when its fortunes were at a low ebb, and 
it was very largely due to their faith and tenacity of purpose as 
managing directors that the whole undertaking was not aban­
doned in the early 1930s. Both, I am glad to say, lived to see 
their faith justified, and their work for the company crowned 
with success. We honour their memory.

Contribution to the Welfare of Trinidad

From the figures I have given earlier in this speech you 
will have noted that the amount accruing to the two govern­
ments is more than double the amount of profit available for 
dividend and reserves. It is, of course, not only the exchequers 
that benefit but also the general community in Trinidad, to 
whom a large measure of useful employment is afforded directly 
and indirectly by the company’s activities. Indeed, as is 
becoming more generally realized, it is only on the sure founda­
tion of the successful commercial development of natural 
resources that the standard and amenities of life in colonial 
territories can be raised.

“ Apart from our contribution in the shape of royalties, 
taxation, etc., we are, as a company, playing our part in improv­
ing life in Trinidad. For example, we provide free medical 
attention to all employees and their immediate families • we 
ha\’e a fully equipped medical centre with modern X-rav 
apparatus and dispensary ; in housing we have built and are 
now extending a model village—Dalley Village—with a com­
munity centre for the use of residents and their children • in 
recreation the company has provided a sporting club with 
W j Z? ^ounds’ etc- : in education we have recently

decided to grant university scholarships, either to a university 
in the United Kingdom or to the Jamaica University to local 
students who have shown aptitude in a branch of science and to 
keep two such scholarships continuously in existence

A boarding scholarship will also be granted to the San 
Fernando Technical School when that school has been built.

In addition, we arc establishing a trade school on the company’s 
land at Palo Seco for training apprentices as skilled artisans. 
It is intended to carry a total of 50 apprentices on the pay-roll.

“ In one way or another, therefore, we are making an important 
contribution to the well-being of Trinidad and to all who live 
there, and we are providing opportunities for local young men 
of promise to equip themselves for posts of responsibility.

Operational Matters

“ To return to operational matters, it is becoming increasingly 
clear that the long-term prosperity of the oil industry in Trinidad 
will depend, in no small measure, on the results of our own and 
other companies’ efforts to find new reserves of oil at great 
depths.

“ Our drilling programme during the past year included five 
exploratory or semi-exploratory wells. Three of these turned 
out to be normal commercial producers, but our first well in the 
Moruga district encountered structural difficulties, exceptional 
even for Trinidad, when a depth of about 1J miles was approached 
and it was not possible to proceed with it. Further tests are 
in progress in the hope that we may get some oil from higher 
levels.

“ The fifth exploratory well, Coora 188, which is planned to go 
down over two-and-a-half miles, produced extremely interesting 
symptoms at rather more than half that depth but, as drilling 
is proceeding in the hope of reaching the designed depth, it 
may be some months before we know the exact significance 
of the conditions encountered higher up.

“ You will, I am sure, appreciate the enormous difficulties of 
drilling to great depths. It is really quite remarkable that they 
can be surmounted more often than not by the ingenuity of 
mechanical equipment and technique and by human skill, but 
as you will have inferred from my earlier remarks, one must not 
expect early and easy success in deep exploratory drilling. It is a 
long and expensive job but, having put our hand to it, we shall 
not lightly be deterred from pursuing it.

Additional Acquisition 

With regard to our reserves, you will have seen from the 
an additionalreport that we have acquired oil rights over

11,799 acres during the past year, making a total of 67,579 acres 
on the mainland. As we have so far explored by the drill only 
about one-third of this total area, it is clear that the scope for 
exploratory drilling in the years to come remains very con­
siderable. The rate at which it can be pursued must inevitably 
be influenced by a variety of factors, including the cost and 
availability of equipment, the level of crude oil prices and general 
economic and political circumstances.

In the meantime, our ‘ proved ’ reserves at more easily 
attainable depths remain very substantial and, if oil prices 
remain at about the present level and costs do not get out of 
hand, we need not be unduly fearful of the future.

I say this with the more confidence because we have a very 
capable managerial team in Trinidad under our general manager, 
Mr. Bennett, and in London we have the benefit of the long 
experience of our managing director, Commander Lavington, 

ior many years, and through some of the difficult as well 
as the successful years, was in charge of our affairs in Trinidad.

vX e also have available to us the wealth of experience in 
geological matters of Mr. Haise, who, I am glad to sav, on his 

C??niP’i’ 1S continuing in an advisory capacity. 
KrMr' c' Wllson’ our resident geologist in Trinidad, 
nave between them made an immense contribution to geological 
knowledge of conditions in Trinidad generally, which has been 

great benefit not only to this company but to others. 
i+hAv ’ tK1 •? a? WOrk on our affairs in whatever capacity, 
T ' Trinidad or London, we extend our thanks, in which 
1 am sure you will wish to join.”

Antigua Sugar Factory, Ltd.
state ^hat Tft f°r fnded August 31st, the directors

210 T V forward from last year was
Z1 956 interest thereon, amounting to

™tao7r^ °i €9k724- Thcpayment of a dnidend at the rate of 71 per cent free of income

(Continued on page 24)
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West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line
Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S. 

Armitage), from Liverpool, December 23rd :—
Mrs. J. Bates Mr. & Mrs. G. Roberts Mr. F. Whyte
Mrs. E. C. Humphreys Miss J. Roberts Mr. & Mrs. D. Wickham

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Gertrud Schliewen (Captain 
H. Jungclaus), from Liverpool, January 6th :—
Mr. R. L. Morgan Mr. E. C. Pile Mr. A. Sattaur

Line
in-s.s.
19th

Cavina (Captain T. H.
Fyffes

Home arrivals from Jamaica, 
Bull), at Avonmouth, December
Miss A. J. Anderson 
Mr. Ashbume 
Mr. J. R. Baker 
Mr. H. B. Bartlett 
Miss E. V'. Billett 
Dr. M. A. Bromhall 
Mr. A. A. Brown 
Mr. W. B. Cornwall 
Miss A. Cummings 
Mr. D. A. Cummings 
Mrs. M. Doherty 
Mr. R. A. Edmondson 
Mr. F. A. Edwards 
Mr. W. D. Forbes

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain I'. P. 
Inch), at Avonmouth, January 2nd :—
Mr. L. A. Brammer 
Miss E. I. Campbell 
Mrs. V. R. Cato 
Mrs. K. D. Crohn 
Mr. E. P. Gibbs 
Miss E. E. Hall 
Mr. J. S. Hall

Sailings to Barbados and 'Irinidad, in
S. A. Sapsworth), from Southampton, December 28th:— 

’ pr. b. A. RapierMrs. B. M. Adams 
Mrs. L. M. Arnott 
Sister M. Bailes 
Mrs. L. M. Bayly 
Mr. A. F. Bennett 
Sir A. Butt 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Cherrie

CircuitiMr. G.
Dr. & Mrs. A. J. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Cooke 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Colcott

Mr. & Mrs. De Pass 
Mr. F. C. Dowding 
Mrs. V. Fahey 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. L.

Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. D. S. Gibson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Grossmith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Haslett

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina (Captain 1. H. Bull), 
from Avonmouth, December 30th :—

Mrs. S. J. Anderson 
The Rev. J. H. Bartlett 
Mr. A. K. Bowden 
Mrs. M. M. Carley 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Crosswell 
Mr. R. F. Crowther 
Mr. & Mrs. Deleon 
Mr. K. F. Dickson 
Mr. J. R. Ettlinger 
Mr. D. E. Ford-Smith 
Dr. (Mrs.) J. Ford-Smith

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in mv. Oranjestad 

(Captain M Hazelhoff), at Plymouth, January 6th 
(Captain - • ' n«,«« Miss S. M. Prokopowicz
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Berlie 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Eaglesham
Mrs. J. Fielding_........ the West Indies, in s s. Cottica (Captain N. F.

Deun), from Dover, December 9th . —
Sailings to

Mr. W. E. Burns
Mr. Chunnilall
Mr. E. C. Clarke
Mr. H. A. Cole
Mrs. D. I. Forte
Miss P. D. Forte 
Miss G. W. Haggarty

Mrs. E. V. German
Mr. & Mrs. M. L. Gunter
Mrs. C. Hastings 
Mr. R. W. Hill

Lt.-Col. & Mrs. C. Legard 
Mr. E. C. Levey 
Mrs. L. H. Marchant 
Mrs. L. H. Matthews 
Mr. A. V. Maxwell 
Mr. G. S. Melbourne 
Mr. C. A. Morgan

Mr. C. Johnson 
Miss L. Johnson 
Miss M. B. Jono

Miss J. P. Lurch
Miss D. M. McDougall
Mrs. J. Mumford

Mr. & Mrs. E. Jackson 
Miss S. M. Jenkins 
Brig. & Mrs. C. G. Keith 
Mr. & Mrs. C. S. Kelly 
Miss E. M. Kelsey 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Klimczynski 
Miss R. P. Lubbock 
Mr. H. M. Lucie-Smith

MannMiss E
Mr. J. F. Martyr 
Mr. & Mrs. S. B.

McLachlan
Mr. F. W. Milling 
Mr. A. W. Millward 
Miss A. B. Morris 
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Muriel 
Mr. & Mrs. I. R. Parker

Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Perks 
Mrs. E. L. Pyett 
Mr. & Mrs. V. W. Ranger

Mr. & Mrs. T. Foyle 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H. Goulie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Gregg 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Henriques 
Mr. W. B. Hunt 
Mr. A. S. Jarrett 
Mr. A. S. Jenkinson 
Mrs. E. E. Lewis 
Mrs. A. Macbeth 
Mr. A. R. Morgan 
Mr. W. H. Morris 
Mr. J- H. Park

Capt. A. L. Gentle 
Mr. & Mrs. A.

Prokopowicz

Mrs. O. F. Irwin
Dr. & Mrs. S. Kahnsky 
Mr. & Mrs. D. V. Kidman 
Mr. C. A. Persaud
Mr. R. Robinson 
Dr. M. Rucinski 

Mrs. F. G. Pitts 
Mr. W. H. Roche 
Mr. C. A. Rose 
Mr. D. G. Russell 
Miss E. A. Saunders 
Mrs. Z. A. Scott 
Miss E. Ä. Spalding 
Mrs. F. I. Taylor 
Miss A. M. Weightman 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Wenborn 
Miss I. C. Williams 
Mr. J. W. Williamson

Miss C. A. Omler 
Miss M. U. Richards 
Miss T. M. Rose 
Miss E. L. Smith 
Mr. R. E. Sparkes 
Dr. E. J. Valentine 
Mr. & Mrs. E. H. Wallers 
s.s. Golfito (Captain

Mr. & Mrs. Rawcliffc 
Mrs. L. S. Robertson 
Mr. J. V. Rodriguez 
Mr. R. Simmons 
Major & Mrs. T. E.

Skcwes-Cox
Miss D. M. Stobie 
Mrs. M. F. Stockley 
Mrs. R. B. Stow 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Thompson 
Mrs. O. C. Thompson 
Mrs. M. E. Thorne 
Miss W. Wahl 
Miss I. R. Walcott 
Canon St. J. Wayne 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Westwood 
Miss P. A. White 
Brig. Gen. F. C. Willan 
Mrs. Willan
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Wilson

Mrs. M. E. Pearson 
Miss S. V. Pearson 
Mr. E. F. Richardson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. K. Rodda 
Lord & Lady Sclsdon 
Miss S. E. Sheldon 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Skidmore 
Mr. A. S. Smith 
Mr. I. de F. Smyth 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Steel 
Capt. B. Symons-Jeune 
Mrs. F. M. West

Miss S. M. Prokopowicz

'. Van

Mrs. M. Seal
Miss H. A. Smith
Col. H. Street
Miss C. C. Sutherland
Mr. A. C. Walker 
Mrs. E. M. Westwood

Jamaica Banana Producers’ Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer (Captain 

G. E. M. Jenkins), at London, December 27th :—
Mr. R. Adams Miss C. Gordon Mr. W. Peddie
Mr. J. Black Miss E. Gray Mr. L. Reid
Mr. E. Blenheim Miss L. Hamilton Mr. K. Ritchie
Mr. C. Bogle Mr. W. Hessing Mr. R. Robinson
Mr. A. Bucknell Mr. E. Hines Mr. E. Salmon
Mr. Z. Bucknor Miss H. Hines Mr. E. Simms
Mr. K. Burnell Mr. L. Hines Mr. J. Smith
Mr. T. Campbell Mr. A. Hutchingson Mrs. R. Smith
Mrs. S. Chambers Miss R. Jackson Mr. S. Taylor
Miss E. Cove Mr. E. Lewis Miss D. Tenn-Choy
Mr. H. Cuffe Mr. A. Malcolm Miss L. Thomas
Mr. N. Dawkins Mr. D. McDaniel Mr. J. Thompson
Mr. E. Edwards Mr. E. McLean Mrs. V. Thompson
Mr. R. Foster Mr. W. Nembhard Mr. D. Wallace
Mr. E. Francis Mr. L. Noble Miss M. Wallace
Mr. M. Gillespie Mr. B. O’Reggio Mr. B. Wright

Sailings to Jamaica, in m.s. North Star (Captain J. Skaare), 
from London, December 8th :—
Miss V. M. Abbott 
Lady P. G. Bird 
Mrs. J. Byass 
Major & Mrs. J. H.

Carmichael
Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer (Captain G. I 

Jenkins), from London, January 5th :—
Mr. J. Baikie 
Mr. S. Barrett 
Mr. W. Barton 
Mr. F. Blair 
Rev. W. Blake 
Mr. F. Blake 
Miss S. Blake 
Mr. L. Burnett 
Miss B. Cooke 
Mrs. D. Forbes 
Mr. R. Gill

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Gascogne (Captain Xavier), 
from Southampton, December 15th :
Mrs. E. Adamson 
Miss D. Allason 
Mrs. D. Arindell 
Mr. A. Barrow 
Mrs. E. Beament 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Biggarn 
Miss M. Biggarn 
Miss J. Biggarn 
Mrs. L. Burke 
Mrs. L. Chandler 
Mr. E. Crews 
Mr. F. D’Agrella 
Mr. F. Deher 
Rev. Canon C. & Mrs. L.

Doorly
Mr. & Mrs. A. Franco 
Mrs. B. Good

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain Garrique), 
from Southampton, January 5th :—
Mr. E. Achong 
Mrs. M. Aiken 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Andrews 
Miss A. Atkinson 
Lady Baden-Powell 
Mr. E. Beard 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Broggi 
Mr. R. Cadman . 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Camus 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Carter 
Rev. J. Clifford 
Mr. G. Clyne 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Cook 
Mrs. E. Courtney 
Mr. R. Cove 
Mr. & Mrs. J.

Cumberbatch 
Mr. V. Cunard 
Mr. H. Cutting 
Miss A. Dale 
Mr. C. Deane
Mr. & Mrs. R. Donaldson 
Mrs. E. Dowding 
Miss L. Dowding 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Edhn 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Godfrey 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Gorringe

French Sugar Beet Surplus. Brigadier Clarke asked the 
Minister of Food on November 27th if he was aware of a surplus 
of sugar beet in France this season ; and what steps he had taken 
to orocure it for this country.

Mr Willey replied that his department was m close touch 
with all sections of the sugar market, and if there were oppor­
tunities of buying French sugar on competitive terms they would 

consider them.

Cdr. & Mrs. M. Mr. E. H. Newhall
Ewart-Wentworth Mrs. E. H. Newhall

Mrs. A. Low Mr. G. Tildesley

M.

Miss V. Gridley
Mrs. D. Gutman
Mr. & Mrs. Heyes
Mr. & Mrs. E. Hodgson
Miss E. Kirkpatrick
Mr. C. Lee
Mr. D. Mackay
Mr. L. McLaren
Mrs. N. Mills
Miss A. Muirhead

French Line

Miss C. Good 
Mr. A. Greene 
Miss K. Gunn 
Mr. J. Harrison 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Hockey 
Miss A. Hockey 
Mrs. C. House 
Mr. A. Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Landon 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Larkins 
Mr. R. Le Fanu 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Mahabir 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Marsden 
Miss N. Martin 
Miss D. Middleton 
Miss T. Nurse 
Mr. A. Okell

Mr. T. Hands 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Harrison-Wallace 
Miss K. Hendry 
Mrs. E. Herbert 
Mr. G. Hogg
Mr. & Mrs. R. Howard 
Mrs. C. Hulme 
Miss P. Hulme 
Miss V. Huhne 
Miss G. Hutchins 
Mr. C. Irwin 
Mrs. E. Jennings 
Miss P. Johnson 
Mr. E. Joseph 
Mrs. R. Kehie 
Mrs. A. Kenney 
Mr. S. Laczewski 
Mr. A. Lassale
Mr. & Mrs. E. Laurence 
Mrs. N. Lewsey 
Miss H. Lewsey 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Madigan 
Miss W. Maingot 
Mrs. B. Maitland 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Mathers 

Mr. & Mrs. Perkins 
Mrs. B. Philipson 
Mr. J. Philipson 
Mrs. L. Skipp 
Mrs. M. Stark 
Mr. A. Tatnall 
Mr. R. Thwaites 
Mr. E. Valentine 
Rev. Fr. Vidal 
Mrs. M. Webster

Mr. O. Ottman
Mrs. K. Ottman 
Mr. S. Oxley- 
Mrs. E. Palmer 
Mrs. M. Reece 
Mr. & Mrs. 1’. Roe 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Shaw 
Miss B. Shoy 
Mr. D. Stansfield 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Stent 
Mrs. L. Stewart 
Miss S. Stewart 
Mrs. A. Strauss 
Miss L. Strauss 
Miss C. Strauss 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Weiser

Miss J. Mathers 
Mr. A. Mendes 
Mrs. C. Mendes 
Miss C. Mendes 
Mrs. M. Miles 
Miss S. Miles 
Miss P. Miles 
Mrs. M. Muir 
Mr. J. Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patrickson 
Miss D. Pizer 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Platt 
Mrs. R. Quinn 
Miss B. Ramsden 
Miss J. Reid 
Mr. E. Reis
Mr. R. Richardson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Shearn 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Shepherd 
Mrs. C. Shoetensack 
Miss D. Smart 
Mr. J. Stringfellow 
Miss M. Wakerley 
Mr. N. Wilhams 
Mr. K. Williamson
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The Markets
January 12th, 1951

*Free of Income Tax.

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for Latest Price
Latest year Quotation Jan. 2nd, 1950

2i Consols 701 721 69 71
War Loan.......................................... 94 95 911 934

25 Angostura Bitters 72/6 77/6 80/- 85/-
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/- 37/6 32/6 35/—
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/- 12/6 13/-

*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 43/11 45/74xd ¿56/101 39/41
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 44/- 48/- 44/- 49/-

*9.1 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 30/6 32/6 26/3 28/9xd
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/9 26/3 23/14 25/71xd
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/6 2/- 2/- 2/3
Si Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/9 3/3 2/9 3/6
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 20/- 22/6

*74 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9 3/9 4/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 ............................. 10/3 ll/3xd 10/6 ll/6xd
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt Ord. 45/71 48/11 40/6 42/6
—— Premier (Trinidad) Oilfields 2/- ... -/101 1/14 -/6 1/6
10 Royal Bank of Canada $10 215/- 235/- 175/- 195/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 57/6 62/6 59/— 61/-xd
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 16/6 17/6 16/3 18/9
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 21/6 23/6 19/- 20/-
— Trinidad Consolidated Oilfields 4/- -/9 1/9 -/9 1/9

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 23/- 25/- 21/- 22/6
*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 25/3 27/3 24/6 26/-

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 22/- 23/- 21/6 22/6
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/6 5/6xd 5/- 5/9
8$ United British Oilfields 6/8 24/- 26/- 21/- 22/6
5 West Indies Sugar 22/6 24/6 18/9 20/-
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 22/6 25/-

Rum. The Board of 1'rade Returns for
follows:

Month of November
Imports proof gallons 1949 1950
Union of South Africa ... 270,172 77,321
Mauritius 140,628 175,715
British West Indies 177,038 343,229
British Guiana ... 391,904 129,309
Other Commonwealth Countries — 308
Foreign Countries 7 2

Total ... 979,749 725,884

Exports........................................... 128,502
Month

52,799 
of October

Consumption ... 215,603 216,777
Stocks (end of October) 11,831,000 13,367,000

November are as

J anuary-November 
1949

1,387,021 
2,029,706 
3,217,914 
2,722,034 

22,490 
5,356

9,384,521

436,289

1,483,169

Honey. There is no change to report in the London spot 
price of 90/- f.a.q. for Jamaica ; only small supplies are available. 
Buyers are awaiting news from the island regarding the price of 
new crop.

Pimento. Owing to the small quantities available on the 
spot the price has advanced to 1/10 per lb. The c.i.f. price 
remains at 203/- per cwt.

Ginger. No. 3 grade is offered at 400/- per cwt., c.i.f., 
February-April shipment and No. 2 at 405/-, but buyers are not 
keen on following this advance at the moment.

Nutmegs. Trade is still quiet with no change in prices. 
80’s are quoted at 4/1 c.i.f., sound unassorted at 3/9| and 
defective at 2/5.

Mace is also quiet. There is some inquiry for No. 1 and No. 2 
broken, but supplies are not available. Whole pale blade is 
quoted at 9/3 per lb. c.i.f., and No. 1 broken at 7/10 c.i.f.

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for November are as 
follows:

Imports of Unrefined tons
Month of November

1949 1950 1949 1950
Union of South Africa ... 3,999 — 41,250 14,925Mauritius 34,706 15,270 206,478 139,107
Australia ... 67,355 12,340 298,914 199,408Fiji ............................. —— 8,898 4,432 8,898British West Indies 3,677 4,785 273,297 301,797British Guiana ... 6,518 6,220 77,037 61,290
Other Commonwealth Countries — — '344
Cuba ... 103,909 152,072 642,402 743,461Hayti • - ... ■ 16,334 7,327Dominican Republic
Mexico
Peru

3,108
—

340,378
66,249
12,069
9,877

379,396

Other Foreign Countries — 9,861 13,748
Total ... 223,272 209,446 1,989,061 1,869,357

Consumption
Refined ...
Unrefined...

Month
1

159,912

af October
3

168,625

J anuary-October
16 25

1,835,211 1,901,309
Total ................ 159,913 168,628 1,835,227 1,901,334

Stocks (end of October) 
Home Grown Beet 85,900 110,400Imported Refined
Imported Unrefined 286,400 180,600

Total ................ 372,300 291,000

1950 
1,119,632

855,423 
3,570,351 
1,862,162

49,725
22,144

7,479,437

521,444 
January-October 

1,318,546

Cocoa. The Board of Trade Returns for November are as
follows:

Month of November J anuary-November
Imports ... cwts. 1949 1950 1949 1950
British West Africa 5 1,140 2,743,217 1,672,263
British West Indies —— 152 55,084 69,048
Other Commonwealth Countries 806 955 8,824 17,728
Brazil —— — 87,584 483,583
Other Foreign Countries — — 41,390 165,301

Total ... 811 2,247 2,936,099 2,407,923

Exports - 21,314 2,375 318,170 92,459
Month of October Januarv-October

Consumption ... 68,574 183 2,780,027 2,318,508
Stocks (end of October) 8,000 6,000

(Continued from page 22) 

tax, which will absorb ¿14,530, leaving ¿77,194 to be carried 
forward.

The crop which amounted to 30,681 tons of sugar is the largest 
the factory has taken off. The previous record was 27,713 tons 
in 1937.

All raw sugar for export was sold to the Ministry of Food at 
¿27 15s. Od. per ton, c.i.f., with the same reserve funds for price 
stabilization, rehabilitation and social welfare as previously.

The first payment for contractors’ canes was 34s. 0.2312d. 
They were paid 31s. Od. per ton on account and the balance of 
3s. 0.2312d. will now be paid to them. The contractors’ share of 
the surplus amounts to 7s. 6.8883d. per ton, making a total price 
of 41s. 7.1195d. per ton of cane.

The bulk of the peasants’ canes will be paid for at the rate of 
37s. 9d. per ton.

Below is a summary of crop results for the past five years :—
1946 1947 1948 1949 1950

Canes Ground tons 196,932 178,129 101,275 154,046 246,811
Sugar ... tons 26,023 22,736 12,174 18,263 30,681
Sucrose in Cane % 14.19 13.68 14.23 13.15 13.54
Fibre in Cane % 15.93 16.82 17.44 16.88 16.66
Sucrose in 

Megass % 1.68 1.68 3.84 2.14 1.85
Purity of Juice % 86.99 85.31 84.34 85.46 85.33
Mill Extraction 
Sucrose % 96.53 96.18 90.57 94.68 95.64

Boiling House 
Recovery 
Sucrose ... % 92.63 93.13 89.56 91.43 92.13

Total Recovery 
of Sucrose % 89.42 89.57 81.11 86.57 88.11

Yield of Sugar, 
96° poi. ... % 13.21 12.76 12.02 11.86 12.43

Tons of Cane 
per ton Sugar 
96° poi. ... 7.57 7.83 8.32 8.43 8.04

Sale Price of 
Sugar per 
ton, f.o.b. ¿19 5 7 ¿21 1 10 ¿25 4 7 ¿24 9 9 ¿27 211

Barbados Cotton Legislation

A bill recently passed by the Barbados House of 
V y Provides for the eradication of wild cotton, 

which has a very short staple, to prevent cross-fertiliza­
tion with locally grown Sea Island cotton.
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No Marking Time

'OR reasons which no doubt are good, but which
r pass the comprehension of the ordinary man, it 

has pleased the complicators of this world’s affairs 
to agree that if, in certain circumstances, a country 
charges one per cent less by way of customs duty on 
goods imported from a second country than it charges 
on goods from a third country, even though the first 
and second countries may be bound by the strongest 
and most ancient ties which are entirely lacking as 
between them and the third country, then that act of 
preference is wrong in principle and in due course must 
be abandoned. Fiat GATT ruat coelum\ But if the 
first country enters into a customs union with the 
second country, then in such case, even though thereby 
the third country is utterly impoverished, no principle is 
offended. Similarly all is well when, for example, the 
United States of America maintain what is in essentials a 
customs union and admit free of import duty the 
products of Puerto Rico and Hawaii while maintaining 
an unscalable wall against many British West Indian 
products. The matter does not end even there. Ihe 
principal protagonist of the “no preference cause 
oblivious perhaps of the ruin that came to the West 
Indies in the days of export subsidies on sugar, has 
recently seen fit to combine with the assault on prefer­
ences the payment of export subsidies on a scale which 
will exclude an important British West Indian product 
—citrus fruit—from certain markets which it might 
reasonably have been expected to share. It is not, 
however the purpose of these comments to complain 
of such things, but rather to suggest that the fact that 
great nation! take nonsense of this sort in their stride 
justifies some measure of original think^
of the peoples of the British colonies of the Caribbean, 
who confronted with a new and voluminous report, 
might well be pardoned if they were to follow the many 
precedents established elsewhere in connexion with 
th! reports of innumerable official committees. and 
commissions, and say, “ There is so much to do and it is 
all so very difficult Let ^s d0 noth S- m fhe

Area, which is ™anzed on anoth^ 
forcibly that on this subject^least^the  ̂
thought has arrived. occnme that a customs
been too much readmes na charter, or something 
union as defined in the H thereto than anything 
much more closely approximat g essential prelude 
the commission can recommend, is an essenu P 

to federation, just as there appears to have been too 
general an assumption that federation alone can confer 
the benefits that are desired by the British Caribbean 
colonies, and that those benefits, including ultimately 
the right to self-government, are not attainable in any 
other way. If such were the case, the outlook would 
indeed be bleak. For one thing, federation on the 
scale envisaged by the Standing Closer Association 
Committee is as dead as a door nail if its maintenance 
is to depend, as is suggested, on the participating colonies 
contributing a quarter of their revenues of customs 
to the federal expenses ; but of course the British 
Caribbean prospect is not so constricted. Behind the 
piles of documents and scores of meetings involved 
in the progress to date in all of these matters, there is a 
predominant and quite simple end which the colonies 
must pursue with all speed—to create machinery which 
will enable them to speak with one authoritative voice 
at any moment on any matter of common interest, to 
act in unison, and to sit if they wish, as may their 
neighbour Haiti, which is certainly no more “ advanced,” 
at Torquay or Geneva or wherever the nations may be 
gathered to discuss matters which may concern them.

Now, whatever action may presently be taken by the 
colonies of the British Caribbean in pursuance of the 
recommendations of the report of the Customs I nion 
Commission, the result will not be a customs union in 
the generally accepted sense of the term, even if, as is 
unlikely, the legislatures of those colonies adopt all the 
proposals that are understood to be acceptable to them. 
But that does not mean that the efforts of the com­
mission are to be fruitless, or even that an unexpected 
barrier to immediate progress has suddenly been raised. 
The pattern must no doubt be changed, but there is no 
reason why these colonies should not proceed to the 
early establishment of an organization which, however 
imperfect, can speak and act promptly and effectively 
on behalf of the whole group, and that not merely m 
matters of trade. It is not a case of starting from 
scratch. Long ago, indeed so long ago that it is m 
danger of being forgotten, the non-existence of federation 
or even a customs union was no barrier to the conclusion 
of three highly successful trade agreements between 
Canada and the British Caribbean colonies, which 
found no difficulty in supplying what were ml effect 
plenipotentiaries who, acting m concert, negotiated t e 
agreements with smoothness and efficiency.
§That is not all. There remains another consideration. 

Even were no progress toward the desired end discem- 
Me in the reports of the Customs Union Commission, 
nevertheless substantial advantages must follow the 

(Continued, on page 27)
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rom
oners ooQ

PARLIAMENT reassembled on January 23rd and 
plunged into a series of full-dress debates, some 
very grave and some very bitter. Most important 

was that on January 29th, in which the Prime Minister 
set forth—belatedly, as some of his opponents contended 
—the Government’s extended plans for defence. They 
make demands upon both men and money which it will 
take time for the nation to appreciate. The last estimate 
for defence expenditure, that of April, 1950, was about 
£800 millions—or four times what was considered a 
large sum for an entire budget when Lloyd George was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Now, seven months after 
the invasion of Korea, we are told that it must be 
increased to £1,300 millions for 1951-52, and that the 
total defence expenditure for 
be in the region of £4,700 
millions. Spending on pro­
duction for the services in 
the coming financial year 
is to be doubled, as compared 
with the last, and will be 
doubled again in the year 
after that. What these 
colossal figures mean in 
diversion of labour from civil 
to military production, what 
war-time controls will have 
to be reintroduced or in­
tensified in order to protect 
scarce consumer goods, and 
how we are to guard against 
galloping inflation when the 
Government is putting so 
much money into circula­
tion at a time when there is 
little to buy with it—all 
these anxious questions are 
being asked, and there is as 
yet no visible answer. How 
it is all to be financed by a 
people already taxed, as we 

the next three years will

corned beef 2d.

The British meat ration for 7 days— 
fresh meat 8d.,

have hitherto thought, to the limit is a question for the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer when he frames his budget 
m April. &

* * *
On the manpower side the decision is to call up 6 000 

naval reservists for 18 months service, a smaller number 
R°yal Air Force, and 

235,000 men of the Z Reserve of the Army These 
are tor the most part young men who have done their 
conscript service since the end of the war ; and they are 
to be recalled now for a refresher course, including 
Amv The11 °/ ™eapons>with the Territorial 
’Xt ? P n°j °f .tralnmg IS fifteen days, and the 
men are to be called up in relays throughout the summer 
There has been a good deal of criticism of the shortness 
of this period, and it is clear that it will do nothin^ to 
X'XX ^^gth ?f our forces immediately available 
for peace-time duty in Europe or elsewhere On the 

other hand, it must be acknowledged that the greater 
urgency attaches to the accumulation of war materials, 
for which reason it is undesirable to take men away 
from industry for too long.

* * *
However severely the Government rearmament pro­

gramme is criticized in detail, the Opposition has given 
it general support, and the only root-and-branch 
denunciation has come from the extreme pacifists 
of the Labour left wing. It was in the debates of the 
following week that Mr. Churchill’s men fired off their 
heavy batteries. They began with a final rearguard 
action on nationalization of steel. As the Act passed 
the last Parliament, the Government were left with the 
power to bring it into force on any date of their choice

in the year 1951. They 
have fixed on February 15th; 
and Mr. Churchill, in one of 
his most forcible speeches, 
moved a vote of censure, on 
the ground that so to 
precipitate the change of 
ownership was wantonly to 
dislocate an admittedly 
efficient industry, required 
now to be the keystone of the 
great effort of rearmament, 
for no other reason than to 
proclaim a Socialist dogma. 
The Conservatives were on 
strong ground since they 
could set up as an alterna­
tive a scheme backed by the 
Trade Union Congress, which 
would combine private 
ownership with government 
supervision ; and when the 
Liberals, who had been 
divided on the question, 
announced at the last

■ moment that they would all 
that 7b Oppos,tlon there were some who thought 
that the Government might fall. The vote of censure 
however, was defeated by 308 to 298- every singk 

7°^ eXCept three who were paired. 
WhiosXJXT ^^ement for the Labour Partv 

which th n§anlZed a sickroom m the House itself 
overcoats ro “fluenza pa‘ients were kept sitting in 
to vote d a r°anng fire UntU they were "’anted

* * *

s;y Xt “"t“
failure • butthp C WaS roun^y denounced as a proved 

proved their strength had let two ol tL PS’ 'X 
Stricken invalids go home to W °f the m°re SCVerely
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Bulk Sugar Shipments, 1952
Information Required By Refiners

The following letter, dated February 8th, has been 
received by the West India Committee from Tate 

and Lyle, Ltd. :—
Owing to the progressive deterioration of the jute 

position signs are not lacking of the concern felt by many 
producers in the British West Indies for their bag 
supplies for 1952.

As you are aware, we are lifting some 80,000 tons of 
raw sugar in bulk from Trinidad and Jamaica this year 
and Messrs. T. & J. Harrison and the Royal Mail Lines 
will between them lift a further 20,000 tons. The 
sugar shipped by us is in complete cargo lots from one 
factory and these ships are discharged by high-speed 
heavy grab discharging plant at one or another of two 
points on the Thames. That shipped by the “ Lines ” 
will be in parcel lots and will be discharged in the 
London Docks by small grabs attached to ships’ tackle or 
shore-based cranes or by baskets filled manually. . . .

By reason of the many interests involved and the 
limitation of suitable storage accommodation, the larger 
proportion of the sugar trade with the British West 
Indies is in parcel lots. In view of the rather rapid 
development of the bulk sugar traffic, arrangements 
must be made initially to continue these parcel lot 
shipments in bulk if desired. The “ Lines ’’are willing 
to co-operate but after the initial experimental shipments 
this year it will be quite impossible for them to offer 
separate stowage for each island let alone separate 
stowage for intra-island interests. As a temporary 
measure to overcome this problem, it is suggested that 
the present 10 per cent, weigh and sample arrangements 
should be extended so that 10 per cent of the parcel 
from any particular interest should be shipped in bags 
and the rest in bulk. The 10 per cent representative 
sample selected at the port of shipment in bags would 
form the basis for settlement of both weight and pol. 
The total weight of any particular parcel in bulk and 
bags would be calculated in the same manner as is now 
being employed on the 10 per cent weigh to mark on a 
bagged cargo. Refiners would of course—as at present 
—pay on landed weights, the 10 per cent, of bagged 
cargo being employed to allocate the total landed weight 
between producers. Settlement for pol. would be on 
the outturn pol. of the sample drawn from the bag lot 
only. , .

The refiners hope that for the future some solution 
can be found to avoid the complications involved in the 
procedure outlined above.

Only one of our refineries is at present equipped to 
handle bulk sugar with a capacity of 40,000 tons per 
month. A new wharf is being constructed at the other 
London refinery which is unlikely to be ready before 
late 1952. It is possible that we shall be able to increase 
our capacity in 1952 by discharging bulk sugar in 
Liverpool but this is uncertain. Under the circum­
stances we shall not be able to take all the bulk sugar 
offered to us and it is important that those shippers 
in the British West Indies who wish to take advantage 
of bulk sugar shipments next year should indicate as 
soon as possible some idea of their requirements so that 
we can co-ordinate a programme.

British Medical Association

First Caribbean Conference
rpRE first British Medical Association Conference to be 

held in the Caribbean was opened in Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad, on January 8th, by the Governor of the 
colony, Sir Hubert Rance.

Dr. Guy Dain, a former chairman of the council of 
the British Medical Association, presided, and the 
conference was also attended by Dr. H. B. Morgan, 
M.P., who represents the West Indies on that council.

At a civic reception by the Mayor and City Council 
of Port-of-Spain on January 11th, Dr. Dain expressed 
satisfaction with the proceedings at the conference, 
which had as their object the improvement of the 
medical services for the people. The implementation of 
the suggestions made would be a matter for the members 
of the local branches of the B.M.A. Dr. Morgan, 
describing the social conditions in the West Indies as 
complicated, said that the conference had tried to do 
something, “ not for the good of the medical profession, 
but for the common people, the backbone of the com­
munity.”

The arrangements for the conference were in the hands 
of Dr. J. A. Waterman, secretary of the Trinidad 
branch of the B.M.A.

Sir Hugh Foot Entertained

piiE Executive of the West India Committee enter- 
A tained Sir Hugh Foot, Governor-designate of Jamaica, 
to luncheon in Tallow Chandlers’ Hall, London, on 
Tuesday, February 13th. Mr. J. M. du Buisson, chairman 
of the committee, presided, and those present included : 
Mr. J. V. Armstrong, Mr. J. M. Campbell, Mr. Donald 
Carter, Major S. T. S. Clarke, Lieut.-Colonel H. M. 
Davson, Lieut.-Colonel J. Alan de Pass, Mr. W. A. 
du Buisson, Mr. C. G. Eastwood, Major K. Gordon, 
Commander E. H. Greaves, Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, Sir 
Robert Hudson, Mr. O. H. Keeling, The Right Hon. 
The Lord Milverton of Lagos and of Clifton, Mr. M. S. 
Moody-Stuart, Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, Mr. G. D. 
Owen, Mr. Alastair F. Roger, Mr. Lauchlan Rose, Mr. 
G. T. Shipton, Mr. L. B. Whitaker, Mr. E. A. Andrews, 
Mr. G. J. Dent and Mr. A. E. V. Barton, secretary.

(Continued from page 25)

adoption for their own sakes of a high proportion of the 
commission’s proposals. For the members of the 
commission have put on record the considered views, 
on a great number of matters relating to colonial trade, 
of a number of officials who over widely scattered 
areas have devoted their lives to the study of the 
subject. In adopting the recommendations of the 
report in matters of legislation, administration, pro­
cedure, statistics and the like as far as possible, the 
various legislatures will confer real benefits on those 
who trade within and with the British Caribbean area. 
Mr. McLagan and his collaborators are to be congratu­
lated on the successful completion of an arduous, intricate 
and important task»
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U.S. Citrus Subsidies
Questions in the Commons

Harold Wilson, President of the Board „ 
Trade, in a written reply, published in Hansard 

of February 1st, supplied the following information 
to Mr. Dodds-Parker, who had asked what subsidies

of

were to be paid by the United States Government on 
United States exports of citrus products :—

I am informed that the benefit payments to United 
States exporters of surplus citrus fruits and fruit juices 
during the fiscal year 1950-51 will be at the rate of 
50 per cent of the export sales price free alongside 
ship United States port, in respect of shipments to 
countries participating in the European Recovery 
Programme, subject to certain prescribed maximum 
rates of payment. I give below lists of the maximum 
rates of payment and of the countries to which the 
arrangements apply :—
W Maximum rates of benefit payments

$1.65 per 1-2/5 bushel box of California or Arizona 
fresh oranges ;

$1.50 per ^1$ bushel pox of Texas fresh oranges ; 
$1.2o per 1-3/5 bushel box of Florida fresh oranges ;
$1.00 per box of fresh grapefruit (1-2/5 bushel box or 

larger) ,
$1.45 per gallon can or its equivalent of concentrated 

orange juice of 60 or more Brix ;
$1.15 per gallon can or its equivalent of concentrated 

grapefruit juice of 55° or more Brix ;
$1.05 per case of 24 No. 2 cans of single-strength

U1CG (total caPacitY of approx. 480 fluid oz.f;
$L20 per case of 12 No. 3 cylinder cans, or 6 No 10

pjx iwr 24 *■2—oi
$1.05 per case of 12 No. 3 cylinder cans, or 6 No 10 
T? nn Sm£le-stre^ grapefruit juice ; * W

°f N°- 2 °f bknded -d

of 12 No- 3 cylinder cans or 6 No 10 
Caaydbkr^ juice'; and ' W

«1.30 per case of 24 No. 2 cans of grapefruit section, 
¡L ajd 8raPefruit sections /for salad)
w) List °f approved countries ' '
Of “any^  ̂ ^deral Republic

Preference on B.W.L Grapefruit
Ine grapefruit position came before th a Ua 

on February 8th, when Mr Ni<Jl Vk House aSam 
President of the Board of the
the Empire Preference nn or / -G w°uld maintain 
discussed at the Torquav CoSfe?^™11- When this was 
guard the West Indian proper ’ “ °rder t0 safe-

In reply, Mr. Harold Wilson said • “ t 
takings about particular I ,To g^e under­
negotiations which are in nr P ducts ln relation to 
negotiations. I regret th/refomAbT/1 preiudice the 
undertaking of the kind requested, Imt

hon. Member that it is our practice to consult colonial 
Governments on matters arising in these negotiations 
which might affect colonial interests, and full considera­
tion is given to their views.”

Mr. Fisher : “ Will the right hon. Gentleman bear 
in mind that the growers, rather like the producers of 
Australian wine, may well face ruin if these margins of 
preference are whittled away, and will he not, generally 
speaking, accept responsibility for the welfare of colonial 
growers and for the retention of Imperial Preference 
for our own people ? ”

Mr. Wilson : “ The fullest weight will be given to all 
the considerations which bear on this question. Certainly, 
in these negotiations my right hon. Friend the Secretary 
of State and my own Department are accepting the 
fullest possible responsibility for that aspect.”

Mr. Michael Foot : ” Before my right hon. Friend 
even considers the surrender of any preference protecting 
the colonial countries in this matter, would he take 
into account the action taken by the American Govern­
ment to subsidize the export of some of these products, 
and say whether that is in accordance with the proposals 
made at Torquay ? ”

Mr Wilson : ‘ Due weight will be given to the ques­
tion of subsidies in any negotiations on this question.”

Mr. Peter Smithers : “ When the colonial Govern­
ments are consulted will the Minister make sure that they 
consult the producing interests in their territories ? ”

Mr. Wilson : ‘‘I am quite sure that in readiness 
tor these negotiations we have the fullest possible views 
ot all concerned.”

Gold Coast and U.K.

Commissioner Appointed
th/ AA Gold Coast gently announced
the appointment of Mr. Frank Leach OBE to the

A G°ld Coast Commissioner in the 
pXuîry ™td°m' The aPP°intment took effect from 

bvff^cS accommodation is being provided 
ham c£e Tt Co™a Marketing Co., Ltd., 5, Bucking- 
onened A Permanent office will be
opened later m Aldwych.
trade and™WÜ1 be resPon«ble for fostering 
St Ind foA ’ng SUPPlies required in the Gold 
he will also m/'A0” Wltb Goven™ent Departments, 
colonv Thp ain.,?n formation service about the 
through which constitute a central organization
the°various L Coast residents can be directed to
in the United Kingdom b lshcd for their convenience 

intte^onC^T^ administrative appointments 
inlAVnAr a vd Service from 1921 to 1946 including 
of the Public A™-"* S^etaryand Secret^ 
Commissioner If C C°™mission' In 1942 he was 
buffiTupX o/Pur?hases in charge of 
the Ministry of Food’ COp°"nut od and cinnamon for 
Secrecy to 1950 he was
Coast and ChairmanofX Gold C in the G°ld 
Board. Gold Coast Cocoa Marketing
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British Caribbean Customs Union

Report of the Commission

IFOLLOWING a recommendation by the Conference 
on the Closer Association of the British West 
Indian Colonies held at Montego Bay, Jamaica, 

in September, 1947, Mr. A. Creech Jones, then Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, appointed a commission with 
the following terms of reference : to examine, in con­
sultation with the governments of the territories in the 
British Caribbean area, the question of the establish­
ment of a Customs Union and to make recommendations 
with special regard to (a) ensuring uniformity in adminis­
tration and customs practice ; (6) the selection and train­
ing of the necessary staff (including the staff for an 
adequate statistical service) ; (c) the preparation of a 
suitable tariff, having regard to the fiscal problems of 
the governments whose revenue would be affected by 
the introduction of a Customs Union ; and (¿Z) the 
special needs of the British Virgin Islands

The commission sat under the chairmanship ot Mr. J. 
McLagan O.B.E., a former Comptroller of Customs and 
Excise in Nigeria and Inspector General of Customs and 
Excise in Iraq, and the members included Mr. J. 
Gallagher O.B.E., of the Colonial Office (who also acted 
as secretary) ’ Mr. E. J. Petrie, Financial Secretary, 
Barbados J Mr. J. L. Fletcher O.B.E. T.D Semor 
Controller of Supplies, British Guiana Mr E. V D. 
Goulding, Comptroller of Customs, British Guia.na 
Mr R K Masson, M.B.E., Collector of Customs British 
Honduras ; Mr. S. Bloomberg, Collector-General, 
Jamaica ; Hon. E. A. Thompson, Treasurer, Antigua , 
Mr L P. Spence, Controller of Supplies, Trinidad, 
Mr X T Shill, M.B.E., acting Comptroller of Customs 
and Excise, Trinidad ; and Hon. L. Cools-Lartigue, 
Treasurer, St. Vincent.

Discussions with Interested Bodies
Meetings of the commission were held in Barbados 

in January, 1949, and January, 1950, and in the interval 
Mr McLagan and Mr. Gallagher visited all the territories 
concerned and discussed customs union with the 
governors and senior officials, local legis atures, chambers 
of commerce and other interested bodies. The follow­
ing attended meetings in an advisory Mr;
BA T. Williams, Collector of Customs, Barbados 
Mr E. Gittens Knight, M.B.E., Controller °f Supphes, 
Grenada ; Hon. A. C. H. Baynes, Treasurer St. Lucia , 
Hon. J. D. Inglis, Treasurer Dominica , Hon 
Peters, Treasurer, St. Kitts , Mr. n. |
Treasurer, Montserrat ; Hon. A^ D Boyd ac g 
Treasurer, Dominica ; and Hon. V. D. Archei, treasure!, 

StThenreport*  of the Commission was published on 

“Ttoii^of “ Custom^ Union ^accepted by 

the Establishment of a Customs 
Colonial No. 268,* Report of the Commission on 

Union in the British Caribbean Area, 1948-50. 
H.M.S.O., 1951. Price 7s. 6d. net.

+ United Nations Conference on 
Final Act and the Havana Charte 
Organization. Cmd. 737». ri.i

Trade and Unemployment. 
for an International Trade 

Price 2s. net.

the commission for the purpose of the inquiry was that 
given in paragraph 4(æ) of Article 44 of the Havana 
Charter,! namely : “A customs union shall be under­
stood to mean the substitution of a single customs 
territory for two or more customs territories, so that (i) 
duties and other restrictive regulations of commerce . . . 
are eliminated with respect to substantially all the trade 
between the constituent territories of the union or at 
least with respect to substantially all the trade in 
products originating in such territories, and (ii) . . - 
substantially the same duties and other regulations of 
commerce are applied by each of the members of the 
union to the trade of territories not included in the 
union.”

Customs Union Recommended
The establishment at the earliest opportunity of such 

a customs union, embracing all the British Caribbean 
territories except the Virgin Islands, the Turks and 
Caicos Islands and the Cayman Islands, is recommended 
by the commission.

The report begins with an examination of, first, the 
essential features, and second, the ancillary features 
of customs union.

The essential features are three in number, there 
must be as large a measure as possible of free trade 
among the constituent members, a common external 
tariff, and a common commercial policy. Estimates 
show’ that the effect of the establishment of free trade 
would result in a loss of revenue, in varying degree to 
each colony, which, however, could be offset by the 
levying of excise duties and the operation of a scientific­
ally balanced common external tariff. The early 
attainment of a complete common external tariff is 
regarded as unlikely, and the report records the opinion 
that for some time to come there can hardly be more 
than a substantial measure of agreement in regard to 
rates of duty in a common tariff framework. A common 
commercial policy in conjunction with free trade within 
the union area would assist in the development of the 
internal and external trade of the member colonies and 
be an important factor in the development of the 
production and industries best suited to their economics.

Five ancillary features are considered : common 
customs laws, a common tariff structure, common 
classification for trade and statistical purposes, umform- 
itv in customs administration and practice, and the 
appointment of a central controlling or co-ordinating 
authority. The commission considers it would be 
unwise to establish any form of customs union unless 
the wide divergencies which occur between the customs 
laws of the various colonies have been reconciled a 
draft ordinance (not regarded as necessarily fmal m 
form) has been drawn up and is included among th 
appendices. Agreement as to tariff structure, nomen­
clature and units of charge is required to avoid ambiguity 
Sdemanding. Here again the commission has 
drafted proposals, based on the Minimum List of Com- 
modifie? for International Trade Statistics published
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by the League of Nations in 1938. Closer customs 
association provides a suitable opportunity for the 
unification of statistical methods. There should be a 
common classification of goods, applicable to both 
tariff and statistical purposes. A schedule in which 
commodities ordinarily met with are described and 
presented in a manner which is generally approved 
for the recording of international trade figures is 
appended to the draft ordinance. The use of mechanical 
methods of compiling statistics is recommended, and 
there are various suggestions in regard to details of 
statistication.

The commission considers that even with common 
customs laws, a common tariff structure and common 
statistical classification it would be difficult to derive the 
full benefits from customs union without some measure 
of uniformity in customs administration. The difficul­
ties here are however recognized, and the suggestion 
put forward is to the effect that unification of the 
customs and excise services should receive the early 
consideration of any authority that might be set up 
following a recommendation of the recent commission 
on the unification of public services in the British 
Caribbean area. The desirability of co-ordination of 
customs and excise administration by an Inspector- 
General appointed by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, with headquarters which might suitably be in 
Trinidad, is strongly stressed. It is considered that 
while a central controlling authority is not an essential 
of customs union, it would facilitate its operation. In 
the event of political federation a federal government 
would probably find it convenient to act through a 
Federal Customs Board. In the absence of political 
federation an acceptable scheme would be for the 
respective governments to provide by agreement for a 
Customs Union Advisory Board to advise and make 
recommendations and ensure the due implementation 
of union aims. The commission considers that colony 
representatives on this Board should include members 
with commercial and shipping interests as well as 
members representing the local legislatures, but is not 
in favour of an Inspector-General being a member of the 
Board.

Common Tariff Impracticable
An aim of the commission was to compile, if possible, 

a common tariff that would be acceptable to and meet 
the fiscal needs of all the colonies, but it became clear 
that in the absence of political federation a common 
external tariff covering every item was impracticable, 
the best that could be achieved being the nucleus of a 
common tariff comprising the maximum number of 
items at rates of duty acceptable to all the colonies 
with the right reserved to individual legislatures to 
impose revenue duties on non-agreed items. In fact 
agreement was reached on 643 items out of a total of 
682 (94 per cent), but further comment is not possible

Particulars are given in a confidential appendix 
b which has not been published with the report. 
Agreements for the establishment of a customs union 

no$ mfrequently make provision for the simultaneous 
unification of excise duties, but it became evident during 
the inquiry that to unify excise duties at the moment 
might seriously disrupt the finances of some of the 
colonies. The commission therefore felt the question 

of the unification of excise duties to be one which should 
be postponed but that provision for progressive adjust­
ment leading to unification should be made in the 
union agreement.

While the commission appreciates that the levying 
of an export duty on goods for consumption or use 
in another part of the union area is contrary to the 
strict principles of customs union, it recommends, 
after full consideration, that for the sake of simplicity 
and in the interests of the revenue of the producing 
territory export duties on goods consigned to other 
parts of the free trade area should continue to be levied 
as at present until such time as they are either unified 
throughout the area or abolished.

Control Over Movement of Goods
In the event of political federation, with customs and 

excise revenues appropriated in full, control over the 
movement of goods in a free trade area would be required 
only for statistical purposes. In the absence of federa­
tion, however, control would also be necessary for 
revenue purposes. Details of a suitable method of 
control, which takes into account both the need to 
reduce control to a minimum and the requirement that 
revenue should accrue to member colonies according 
to consumption, are given in an appendix to the report.

The commission suggests that as the relative cost of 
collecting import duty would vary little in the different 
colonies with the uniformity of practice which they 
hope would follow from closer fiscal association, the 
gross revenue from import duties would be the most 
suitable basis for the assessment of appropriations for 
federal purposes in the event of political federation.

Pending unification of the customs and excise services 
the commission sees no reason for any change in the 
present method of recruitment of customs and excise 
staff in the colonies of the British Caribbean. The 
report, however, contains proposals for the establish­
ment of a uniform system of grades as the basis of a 
reorganized customs and excise department and as a 
necessary preliminary to the future unification of the 
customs and excise service throughout the area.

While unable to recommend that in present circum­
stances either the Virgin Islands or the dependencies of 
Jamaica should enter a British Caribbean customs 
union, the commission nevertheless feels that it would 
be to their advantage to adopt the recommendations 
made in the report in regard to common customs 
laws, common tariff and statistical classification, common 
documentation and practice, and to take such other 
steps as would bring them gradually into closer customs 
association with the union area. Consultation and 
co-operation between them would be facilitated, and in 
tlr^eAtne Virgin Islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands 
and the Cayman Islands could take their rightful place 
as partners m a fiscal and economic union of all the 
-oritish Caribbean territories.

The subscription for Membership of the West India 
Committee, which is payable on election, is Cl 10s per 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms, etc. In 
the case of individuals elected on or after July \st the 
initial subscription is 15s. and in that of firms 12 12s. 67. 
Subscriptions are renewable on January Is/. *
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Gold Coast Cocoa Festival of Britain

Monthly Shipments for Four Years
The Gold Coast exported 30,650 tons of cocoa 

during December, bringing the shipments for 1950 to 
264,971 tons.

The exports for each month of the past four years were 
as follows :—

1950 1949 1948 1947
J anuary ... 24,980 28,962 15,045 17,106
February 32,318 36,541 36,737 25,770
March 49,612 24,183 24,227 31,431
April 10,205 16,698 25,408 9,541
May 35,476 29,262 13,203 27,211
June 24,644 21,331 18,651 5,752
July 18,953 9,983 14,529 2,652
August 11,450 27,295 6,035 7,749
September 1,165 12,215 2,212 3,388
October ... 5,868 6,960 1,416 3,213
November 19,650 5,924 16,216 17,021
December 30,650 30,166 19,218 15,148

Total ... 264,971 249,520 192,897 165,982

The figures for the last four crop years (October to 
September) were as follows : 1949-50, 251,853 tons ; 
1948-49, 243,320 tons ; 1947-48, 191,429 tons ; 1946-47, 
181,220 tons.

Increased Export Duty
A Bill passed by the Gold Coast Legislative Council 

in January provides for an increase in the export duty 
on cocoa from 8| per cent ad valorem to 10 per cent. 
ad valorem plus J per cent, for each pound sterling by 
which the value of cocoa exceeds £160 sterling per 
ton, to a maximum of 25 per cent, on the whole con­
signment.

The authorization is retrospective to the beginning 
of the current crop, and on account of the price of cocoa 
the Gold Coast Marketing Board expects to pay the full 
25 per cent, over the whole crop.

The additional duty of 15 per cent, is to go to a special 
development fund to be used mainly for agricultural 
projects, new roads and the reconstruction of railways.

Cuban World Sugar Quota

The December, 1950, issue of Cuba Económica y Finan­
ciera discusses the probable quota of Cuban sugar which 
will be available for disposal in the world market m 
1951. There is every indication, states the journal, 
that the 1951 Cuban crop will amount to 5,700,000 
long tons. The United States quota allotted to Cuba 
is 2 555,000 long tons, and with a reserve set aside to 
meet possible further United States requirements the 
United States quota, free and retained, should amount 
to 2,900,000 long tons. Add 300,000 tons for local 
consumption, and there is left 2,500,000 long tons 
available for sale in the world market. Of this amount 
thejournedadvocates that at least 2,000,000 long tons 
should be set as the world quota, against 1,500,000 
long tons as had been proposed.

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election.

Riverside Club
Qverseas members of the various Empire Societies 

who are to be in England during 1951 will be 
interested to learn that as part of the Festival celebra­
tions the Joint Empire Societies’ Conference have made 
arrangements for an Empire Societies’ Riverside Club 
on a pontoon to be moored to the Thames embankment 
in King’s Reach, at the end of Northumberland Avenue.

As this site is exactly opposite the main Festival 
exhibition, adjacent to the approaches to the Bailey 
bridge which now spans the Thames to give easy access 
to the exhibition, within a stone’s throw of Charing 
Cross Underground station, and probably within the 
distance that any member of the West Indian team 
could throw a cricket ball from the West Indian Club, 
the Riverside Club should be an amenity very popular 
with West Indian visitors in particular.

Membership of the club will be open to the members 
of the various organizations which are represented on 
the Joint Empire Societies’ Conference, so that as the 
West India Committee is represented on the Conference 
all members are eligible. It will be open in the afternoon 
and evening for the period of the exhibition, that is 
from early May to the end of September, and its use 
will be restricted to members of the organizations 
concerned, and their friends. Refreshments and a bar 
will be provided, and as it is known that there will be a 
large programme of aquatic and other events in con­
nexion with the Festival on this stretch of the river 
there should be no lack of other attractions.

Season tickets costing £1 (single) and 30s. (double) 
may be obtained in advance on application to the 
secretary, Riverside Club, Royal Empire Society, 
Northumberland Avenue, London, W.C.2, and early 
application is recommended by the organizers.

Trinidad Rice Cultivation

In The Empire Journal of Experimental Agriculture, 
vol. XVIII, No. 72, D. B. Murray, Economic Botanist 
to the Department of Agriculture, Trinidad and Tobago, 
gives the results of attempts to increase production 
by growing two crops of swamp rice per year instead 
of the normal single main crop. This is common practice 
in most of the rice-growing countries of the East where 
irrigation water is available.

As the rices grown in Trinidad are nearly all five-month 
rices the plan seemed feasible, but the trials showed that 
all the normal main-season varieties are “ photo­
periodic,” or season-limited rices. Thus the October 
sowings flowered in about three weeks shorter time than 
the June (normal) sowings, with consequent reduction 
in crop. The introduction of other varieties suited to 
October planting is therefore indicated.

Readers of the Circular will remember the note on 
the effect of burning waste natural gas in preventing 
the flowering of paddy adjacent to oil wells, reported 
in the September, 1949, issue.
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Bagasse for Newsprint

Practical Developments
IpOLLOWiNG up the suggested use of bagasse for the 
A manufacture of newsprint, put forward by Mr. H. 
Alan Walker in a letter to The Times to which reference 
was made in the August, 1950, issue of the Circular, 
the January, 1951, issue of New Commonwealth contains a 
note on trials made by the Kingsley Chemical Company 
of America as a result of which a special edition of the 
Holyoke Transcript-Telegram of Western Massachusetts 
was printed on paper manufactured from bleached pulp 
produced wholly from bagasse.

According to New Commonwealth a sample of the 
paper handled by them was heavier than ordinary 
newsprint and inclined to be brittle. It was not so 
white nor opaque as the best newsprint used in the 
United Kingdom, and a somewhat rough and hard 
surface militated against good reproduction of half-tone 
blocks, though the letterpress was clear. It is neverthe­
less described as “an extremely useful paper.”

The method of manufacture of the paper, claimed to 
be “ a unique and exclusive technique,” is stated to be 
practical and economical. The unbleached pulp showed 
a yield of well over 60 per cent of the raw bagasse used.

Further Trials Pending
The experts do not expect the new pulp to displace 

the groundwood and sulphite pulps normally used in 
making newsprint, but it would make possible the 
production of pulp for the manufacture of newsprint 
in territories not provided with wood-pulp resources and 
give employment and an assurance of newsprint supplies 
in areas such as the British West Indies and other 
sugar cane growing areas where a supply of crushed 
bagasse is available.

It is understood that further developments will be 
undertaken by a new subsidiary of the Kingsley Chemical 
Company in charge of Mr. J. G. Weimar, Columbian 
Carbon Building, 41 East 42nd Street, New York 17 
U.S.A.

The industrial utilization of bagasse and of other 
sugar cane by-products has recently been discussed in 
some detail in a useful publication* issued by the 
central secretariat of the Caribbean Commission, in 
which reference is also made to the Holyoke demon­
strations. Mr. Walter Scott, the author, believes that a 
West Indian plant for making bagasse boards ought to 
show a return of 16 per cent on the capital invested, 
and that the manufacture of newsprint from bagasse 
has now become an economic possibility worthy of 
consideration in the Caribbean.

Trinidad Grapefruit in London

London received its first shipment of this season’s 
Trinidad grapefruit on February 15th when the Barfleur 
arrived at the West India Dock with about 40,000 boxes 
Unloading is proceeding as we go to press.

WalterCommission, ’Kent HouseY“t®of-sÇüm TrteîdlT^

Publications Received

Today, No. 34. Features illustrations of a schooner 
trip from St. George’s, Grenada, to Carriacou.

Caribia : The Annual of the Caribbean, 1950/51. 
Published by the B.G. Lithographic Co., Ltd., George­
town, British Guiana. Price 60 cents. An annual 
illustrated publication containing articles of interest and 
entertainment. A feature of this issue is a review of the 
West Indian cricket tour of England in 1950.

Colonial Development, Vol. 1, No. 2, Summer, 1950. 
The second number of the Quarterly Magazine of the 
Colonial Development Corporation. A most interesting 
number. If the magazine maintains this standard its 
appeal to the general public should ensure a sustained 
interest in the work of the corporation. A series of 
articles on colonial cities commences in this number 
with Kingston, Jamaica.

Anuario Azucarero de Ctiba (Cuba Sugar Year Book), 
1950. The new edition of this useful publication brings 
up to date the comprehensive data relating to sugar, 
molasses, syrups, alcohol, cane brandy, aguardiente and 
rum production in Cuba which have always made it an 
indispensable work of reference for those concerned with 
the sugar industry. A foreign section deals with world 
demand, production, quotas, consumption and trans­
port, and production of both cane and beet sugar in the 
United States of America.

Colonial Appointments

J^ecent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Benson, E. G. A. (Agricultural Officer, Trinidad), Rice 
Officer, Trinidad.

Glows, E. J. (Principal Officer, District Administration, 
Victoria, Trinidad), Assistant Warden, Victoria, Trinidad.

Cozier, F. L. (Clerk, Barbados), Assistant Secretary, Colonial 
Secretary s Office, Barbados.

Debysingh, C. (Education Officer, Grade II, Trinidad), 
Education Officer, Grade IB, Trinidad.

Evans, F A. (Colonial Secretary, Bahamas), Secretary to the 
Ministry of Defence and External Affairs, Gold Coast.

Ferrer V. O. (Agricultural Economist, British Guiana), 
Marketing Officer, Trinidad.

Folwell C. G. (Controller, Post Office Savings Bank, Gold 
Coast), Postmaster General, Trinidad.

Gordon, G. C. L. (Assistant Commissioner for Co-operative 
Development, British Guiana), Commissioner for Co-operative 
Development, British Guiana.
CnSni^’cA Clerk, Barbados), Assistant Secretary,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Barbados.

En S' Ruad Engineer, Public Works
DeXt

Gener^G^nbta. (S°UCit°r Generat Tr“dad), Attorney

SectaryYartldos““ Librari“’ Barbados), Assistant Colonial

Guyadeen, 
Guiana.

New Appointments
K. D., Agricultural Superintendent, British

Pilszak, B., M.B., Medical Officer, Windward Islands.
1ERESHCHENKO, I. N. N„ FRCS Q urHospital, British Guiana. P K C b ’ Ass*tant Surgeon, Public
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The World’s Sugar Crops 
-------t------

fT^HE latest estimates of Willett and Gray, as pub­
lished in their Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade 
Journal of January 11th, show that they expect the

BEET CROPS

Europe— 
Germany

1950-51
Tons

1949-50 
Tons

1948-49 
Tons

1947-48 
Tons

world sugar crop for 1950-51 to total 35,142,024 long 1,675,000 1,180,112 1,303,544 781,673
tons. Should this figure be reached, it will be the largest Czechoslovakia 750,000 623,940 634,538 351,301
ever recorded, and will exceed the out-turn for 1949-50 Hungary 250,000 262,360 242,856 153,400

by over 2,832,000 tons. Their estimates are as follows:— France ... 
Belgium

1,275,000
415,000

876,230
342,673

960,157
260,655

664,420
137,275

CANE CROPS Holland ... 380,000 396,421 284,996 220,763
1950-51 1949-50 1948-49 1947-48 Russia & Ukraine 2,500,000 2,450,000 2,300,000 1,620,000

Tons Tons Poland 900,000 825,000 693,751 550,131
Sweden ... 330,000 285,650 291,592 243,330

Louisiana 415,000 371,266 354,726 265,118 Denmark 350,000 322,901 265,041 225,222

Florida .. 95,000 92,857 71,428 70,536 Italy 525,000 482,670 455,556 216,328

Puerto Rico 1,160,000 1,148,603 1,140,609 989,518 Spain 175,000 162,575 265,144 133,500

Hawaiian Isl. 857,000 875,000 853,473 745,631 Switzerland 26,000 26,500 27,290 21,350

Virgin Islands ... 
Cuba

10,000 
5,700,000

9,413 
5,469,732

4,228 
5,145,644

5,499 
5,959,775

Bulgaria 
Roumania 
Great Britain*

50,000
100,000
575,000

54,055
104,720
463,737

74,555
112,500
559,432

18,685
81,800

429,160
B.W.I.— 
Trinidad... 
Barbados 
Jamaica............ 
Antigua ...

164,000 
155,000
280,030 

24,000

146,921
138,182 
271,582
31,121

159,135
135,859
237,744

18,263

115,941
57,758

192,814
12,174

Ireland* 
Yugoslavia*
Turkey*
Other countries

90,000
95,000

120,000
165,000

84,960 
100,000 
134,850
141,167

85,492
90,000

118,102
112,234

65,237 
80,000 
96,635 
82,000

St. Kitts...
Other B.W.I. ...

40,000
15,000

41,204
14,860

35,667
12,847

31,393
12,494 Total Europe 10,746,000 9,320,521 9,137,435 6,172,210

F.W.I.— 
Martinique 
Guadeloupe

Dominican Republic
Haiti
Mexico
Central America—

Guatemala
Salvador...
Other Cen. Am....

30,000
50,000

27,000
60,000

22,704
45,000

23,701
28,000

U.S.—Beet* 
Canada—Beet* ...

1,669,000
133,000

1,339,950
100,361

1,095,861
79,285

1,555,529
69,947

513,000
50,000

650,000

70,000
27,000

467,819
48,000

580,518

468,954
42,322

635,112

415,189
41,628

607,617
Total Beet Sugar 

Crops 12,548,000 10,760,832 10,312,581 7,797,686

67,848
22,385

69,424
21,156

72,429
24,898

Grand Total— 
Cane and Beet 35,142,024 32,309,098 31,541,287 28,004,881

65,000 63,392 69,643 57,363
Estimated Increase

1,279,010South America— 
Demerara 200,000 203,300 174,227 172,991 in production ... 2,832,926 767,811 3,536,406

Colombia
Surinam...

150,000 
8,000

160,000 
7,000

138,450
7,000

108,580
10,000 It will be noted that compared with last year beet is

Venezuela 38,000 43,000 37,422 34,200 expected to produce an increase c>f about 1,787,000
Ecuador 45,000

475,000
48,000

490,000
49,209

493,075
47,593

471,863
tons, while the additional cane is put at some 1,045,000

Argentine
Brazil

612,994
1,550,000

548,772
1,505,372

565,471
1,624,367

606,129
1,529,410

tons. ,,
Cuba is expected to make 230,000 tons more than

was produced m 1948, the
12,953,147 12,633,159 12,710,242 last year ; ner recoiu ciop 

«ninni bein^ 5.959,775 tonTotal America 13,449,024 s.
India-Pakistan (Gur) 3,250,000 3,321,120 3,381,640 3,569,000 The Philippine Islands are now credited with nearly

,, (White) 1,350,000 1,250,000 1,145,900 1,176,800 1 000,000 tons. In 1945-46 their output amounted to
Indonesia
Japan
Taiwan (Formosa)
Philippine Isl.

450,000 
35,000

279,509
33,250

223,517
26,766

53,760
18,153 only 12,837 tons and in 1946-47 to 75,458 tons.

450,000
950,000

612,624
616,071

621,876
651,225

263,289
355,280 Trinidad Oil Industry

Total Asia 6,485,000 6,112,574 6,050,924 5,436,282 Anex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of

Australia ... 
Fiji Islands

990,000
100,000

936,481
126,000

942,893
133,000

605,054
142,857

January production of crude oil and casing head gasoline 
amounted to 270,700 barrels.

----------— United uritisn viruelas Ui inmuau,
419,676Total Australia 

and Polynesia

Egypt

1,090,000 1,062,481 1,075,893 747,911 tion for the four weeks ended January 29th wa

210,000 180,000 191,070
390,678
110,000
542,719
79,891
52,000
83,372

222,505
348,531
85,000

457,147
72,761
36,766 
74,050

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for January was 252,121 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of January 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 

to 525,346 barrels.______________

Mauritius
Reunion ...
Natal and Zululand
Mozambique
Angola
Br. East Africa*

Total Africa

445,000 
110,000 
580,000
85,000 
50,000 
70,000

416,023 
100,000 
501,002
86,000 
50,000
65,039

1,550,000 1,398,064 1,449,730 1,296,760 Copies of the 
obtainable from

Jamaica Handbook 1950 are now 
t of the

19,000 16,000 the Publications ueparimen
Europe Spain 20,000 22,000 West India Committee, 40, Norfolk btreet W.C.2,

Total Cane Sugar
Crops ... — 22,594,024 21,548,266 21,228,706 20,207,195 price 10s. lOd. post free.
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The Pictorial Pages

XY/hen General Eisenhower, Supreme Commander of 
™ the Allied Forces in Europe, arrived at Northolt 

last month after visiting Paris, Brussels, The Hague, 
Copenhagen and Oslo, he was met by Mr. Shinwell, 
Minister of Defence, and Mr. Gifford, the United States 
Ambassador. The photograph reproduced on the first 
of the pictorial pages was taken on his arrival at the 
airport.

Exhibits for the Festival

The two locomotives shown on the second page will 
be seen at the Festival of Britain, which opens in May. 
That in the top half of the picture was built at Glasgow 
and will go in due course to the Indian Government 
Railways. Too big for the journey from Glasgow by 
road, and the wrong gauge for British Railways, it 
came to the Surrey Docks by sea and finished the last 
few miles by road. The locomotive in the lower half 
of the page was built at Rouen in 1843 by two British 
railway pioneers, Allcard and Buddicom.

The aerial view which appears below shows the new 
building of Queen’s College, at Longden Park, George­
town. In the foreground is Thomas Road and on the 
right, Camp Street.

Cargo for West Indies

Increased Freight Rates
A N announcement issued this month by the Association 

of West India Trans-Atlantic Steam Ship Lines 
advises shippers of cargo from the United Kingdom, 
the Continent and Scandinavia to Trinidad, Barbados, 
the Windward and Leeward Islands and to British 
and Dutch Guianas that owing to substantially increased 
operating costs it has been found necessary to increase 
outward rates of freight. The revised rates of freight 
will come into operation by vessels scheduled to leave 
their loading port on and after March 15th, 1951.

Details of the revised rates of freight can be obtained 
by application to the following members of the Associa­
tion of West India Trans-Atlantic Steam Ship Lines in 
this country : Booker Line, Ltd. ; Thos. &Jas. Harrison, 
Ltd. ; and Royal Mail Lines, Ltd.

It is understood that the additional rates from the 
United Kingdom to Trinidad, Barbados, the Wind­
ward and Leeward Islands, the British and Dutch 
Guianas and Jamaica will be about 15 per cent, except 
for certain specific items particulars of which will be 
given to those interested by the members of the associa­
tion referred to above.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

gEE de candle light befo’ you blow out de match.”

* * *
Overseas visitors to the Caribbean Lodge at the 

meeting held on February 6th included Bro. Cecil 
Noott of Lodge Albion No. 196, Barbados, and Bro. J. 
W. Clarke of Lodge Clarendon Kilwinning, S.C. Jamaica.

* * *
Mr. L. B. Whitaker, a member of the Executive 

Committee of the West India Committee, arrived in 
England by air on February 8th after visiting Jamaica, 
Trinidad, St. Lucia and Antigua.

* * *
British West Indian Airways Ltd. announce from 

Trinidad that Commander A. D. S. Murray has resigned 
as managing director, and that Mr. John Rahr, assistant 
manager of the company, has been appointed to act as 
manager. * * *

It was with great regret that we learned of the 
recent death of Mrs. Wreford, wife of Mr. S. G. Wreford, 
managing director of S. Wreford & Co., Ltd. New 
Amsterdam, Berbice, British Guiana. Mrs. Wreford 
was much'respected by all classes in New Amsterdam, 
and was one of its most active social workers.

* * *
Mr. H. Alan Walker, managing director of Caroni, 

Ltd., and the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd., is now in the 
West Indies on his annual visit. He arrived m Trinidad 
at the end of January and will spend about three weeks 
there before proceeding to Jamaica. He is due back 
in London at the end of March.

* * *
Mr G. Douglas Pile, of Barbados, is now on his 

way back to that colony after spending nearly two 
months in London. He is travelling m Golfz £ 
which left Southampton on February 8th Mr Pile 
is a member of the Executive of the West India Com­
mittee and a past chairman of the British West Indies
Sugar Association.

* *
At the invitation of the West Indies Cricket Board of 

Control John Goddard, captain of last years West 
Indian touring team, attended the cricket tournament 
held in St. Lucia in January between the Windward 
and Leeward Islands, on a talent spotting mission with 
a view to a larger participation of those colonies m We

Indies cricket. * * *
The status of the British Legation at Ciudad Trujillo 

Dominican Republic, West Indies 1 
that of an embassy it was announ-d
Office recently. Mr. Stanley since s1948> has been 
been Minister at Ciudad J U ; j Government

Batlie, Minister in London since 
1949, will be appointed Ambassador.

Mr. Norman Manley, K.C., of Jamaica, who has 
been in London to argue an appeal case before the 
Privy Council, has been called upon to attend several 
receptions and to address a number of meetings. In the 
course of a speech which he made at a meeting called 
by the West Indian Students’ Union, Mr. Manley said 
that it was no use for West Indians to blame those who 
had ruled over them in the past for all their present 
misfortunes. West Indians must accept responsibility 
for the events of to-day and learn the arts of govern­
ment the hard way, by trial and error.

* * *
At the annual general meeting of the Agricultural 

Society of Trinidad and Tobago, held in Port-of-Spain 
on January 11th, Mr. H. E. Robinson was re-elected 
president, and Mr. Neal Fahey vice-president, for the 
ensuing vear. The Rev. C. D. Laila, who had declined 
nomination on medical advice, was made an honorary 
life vice-president. Mr. H. E. Robinson and Mr. 
Joseph de Verteuil were re-elected to represent the 
sugar industry, Mr. E. Anderson and Mr. Frank Agostini 
to represent the cocoa industry, and Mr. S. A. Howard 
and Mr. F. W. Allen to represent other industries on the 
management committee.

* * *
Mr. Robert Proctor Gray, who, we greatly regret 

to learn, died at Bournemouth on February 2nd, was 
one of the most popular figures in the London wine and 
spirit trade, which he entered over 40 years ago. In 
1912 he joined M. P. Guimaraens & Son and remained 
with them until 1929 when they became associated with 
Portal Dingwall & Norris, of which firm Mr. Gray 
became a partner. Since 1942 he had devoted his 
interest to the firms of Lemon Hart & Son Ltd., and 
United Rum Merchants, Ltd. Many of his friends 
attended the memorial service held at the Church ot 
St Olave, Mark Lane, on February 13th.

Crystallized Sunlight

mHIS delightful definition of sugar was used by Mr. 
* H Alan Walker in a lecture to schoolboys at a 

British Commonwealth and Empire Conference held at 
Rugby School in July last, a note on which appeared 
in the September, 1950, issue of the Circular.

The lecture has now been put on permanent record 
in a tastefully produced brochure.

Mr. Walker deals with the subject in five sections : 
the history of sugar in the British West Indies ; t e 
cultivation of the sugar cane; the manufacture of sugar, 
the uses of cane sugar and its by-products ; and organiza­
tion staff and labour. In each section there is of 
necessity selection and condensation o “"onto 
conform with the time available for the lecture but 
Mr Walker’s wide knowledge and experience of the 
industry have enabled him to select with certainty and 
condense with such clarity as to present an adequate 
picture The brochure is worthy of wide distribution.
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Obituary
Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 

death of the following :—

Mr. L. I. Henzell
Mr. Leonard Isaac Henzell, O.B.E., whose death 

was briefly reported in last issue, was one of Antigua’s 
most active and respected citizens. He died on January 
15th, at his home at Paynters, after a long illness.

Born in Newcastle in 1869, he went out to the West 
Indies in 1891 and worked in Dominica for four years 
before proceeding to Antigua to become engineer to the 
Tudway Estates. In 1904 he supervised the erection 
of the Antigua Sugar Factory, at Gunthorpes, and three 
years later was appointed manager. Mr. Henzell 
retired in 1937, the year in which the factory produced 
its record crop of 27,713 tons.

Not long afterwards he was back in harness again 
acting as manager of Caymanas Sugar Factory in 
Jamaica and he remained there throughout the war, 
returning to Antigua in 1946 in time to celebrate his 
golden wedding.

Mr. Henzell served for many years as a member of the 
Executive and Legislative Councils of Antigua and as a 
member of the Federal Legislative Council, and was a 
J.P. in Antigua and in Jamaica during his residence in 
that colony.

He was responsible for the erection of Antigua’s war 
memorial, the rails for which were of his own design and 
construction. He also designed and constructed the 
war memorial at the Antigua Grammar School, and the 
cricket pavilion on the Recreation Ground owes its 
origin to his enthusiasm. He rendered considerable 
assistance in the repair and reconstruction of the 
Cathedral and was largely responsible for the establish­
ment of the clergy pension fund.

A correspondent in the Antigua Star writes : “ Mr. 
Henzell suffered very much in recent years. He under­
went a major throat operation in the United States in 
March, 1949, which did much to alleviate his sufferings 
for a time, but his illness was long and trying, and he 
bore all with amazing cheerfulness and courage. We 
are truly proud of this little man ‘Zacchaeus,’ as he was 
affectionately called by his employees, who although 
of such small stature possessed a great heart and 
indomitable spirit.”

Hon. O. K. Henriques
Jamaica has lost one of its leading industrial and 

financial experts by the death of the Hon. Owen Karl 
Cohen Henriques. He died at his home at Old Hope 
Road, St. Andrew, on January 25th, from a heart attack, 
a few hours after leaving Headquarters House, where he 
had attended a meeting in connexion with the colony’s 
estimates for the 1951-52 financial year.

Bom at Spanish Town in 1888, he was the fifth son 
of the late Mr. Samuel Cohen Henriques and began his 
career m Panama in the office of the Panama Canal 
Construction Commission. In 1904 he went into the 
office of the auditor of the Panama Railway and three 
years later returned to Jamaica, one month after the 
city of Kmgston had been destroyed by earthquake. 

He joined the firm of Henriques Bros., which had been 
established by his elder brothers, and engaged in earth­
quake reconstruction work.

As a result of hard work and extensive commercial 
and financial knowledge, Mr. Henriques made rapid 
strides and became associated with a wide variety of 
industrial undertakings. At the time of his death he 
was chairman of Henriques Bros. Ltd., Kingston 
Industrial Garage, Ltd., Kingston Industrial Agencies, 
Ltd., Jamaica Match Industries, Ltd., New Yarmouth, 
Ltd., Belmont Dry Docks, Ltd., Kingston Ice Making 
Co. Ltd., the Insurance Co. of Jamaica, Ltd., Jamaica 
Telephone Co. Ltd., and of other companies and a 
director of several more.

He had been a member of the Executive Council 
since 1945 and of the Legislative Council since 1942. 
He was for a time government director of Soap and 
Edible Products, Ltd., and chairman of the Coco-nut 
Control Board, and a member of other boards, com­
mittees and commissions too numerous to mention. 
He was one of the four government delegates who came 
to London in the summer of 1949 to present Jamaica’s 
case for a long-term sugar agreement.

Those present at the funeral of Mr. Henriques, in 
addition to members of the family, included the acting 
Governor, the Hon. D. C. MacGillivray, the Chief 
Justice, Sir Hector Hearne, and members of the Execu­
tive Council, the Privy Council, the House of Repre­
sentatives and the Corporation Council.

Mr. Raymond Warner
Mr. Raymond John Richard Warner, who died at 

his home at Ebury Street, London, on January 19th, was 
a son of the late Mr. Charles Warner, for many years 
Attorney General of Trinidad, and brother of Sir 
Pelham Warner and of the late Mr. Aucher Warner.

He was born in London in 1861, and taken at an early 
age to Trinidad, where he spent his childhood and boy­
hood. He was educated at Queens Royal College and at 
Pembroke College, Oxford, returning to Trinidad in 
1882 and remaining there until the death of his father 
in 1887 when he again returned to London. He always 
referred to Trinidad as “ home ” although he paid no 
further visit to the island.

For some years he co-operated with his brother, Mr. 
Aucher Warner, in the preparation of the material for 
Sir Thomas Warner : Pioneer of the West Indies, pub­
lished in 1933 by the West India Committee.

Increased Jute Prices

Owing to recent increases in the Indian export duties 
on jute goods, and to higher prices now having to be 
paid for jute goods from other sources, the United 
Kingdom Jute Control has raised its selling prices from 
January 3rd, 1951, and particulars are contained in the 

(Prices) Order, 1950, S.I. 1950, No. 2081. 
[H.M.S.O., price 3d.]

The policy of adjusting the selling prices of raw jute 
and imported hessian so that the price to the consumer 
of equivalent home produced and imported hessian is 
approximately the same will be continued.
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West Indies at Westminster
------------------4------------------

Havana Charter and G.A.T.T. Mr. Hudson asked the
President of the Board of Trade whether His Majesty’s Govern­
ment proposed to recommend to Parliament that the United 
Kingdom should ratify the Havana Charter and the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

In a written reply of February 8th, Mr. H. Wilson stated : 
" As was made plain at the end of the Havana Conference, His 
Majesty’s Government had intended to recommend to Parliament 
in due course, if circumstances proved favourable, that the 
United Kingdom should ratify the Havana Charter. In the 
light however of more recent developments, His Majesty’s 
Government have come to the conclusion that there is no 
prospect in view of the International Trade Organization envis­
aged by the Havana Charter being established and developed 
as an effective instrument for fostering international trade.

" The House will no doubt be aware in this connexion of the 
recent announcement by the United States Administration 
that they do not intend to submit to the new Congress the 
proposal that the United States should ratify the Charter. In 
these circumstances. His Majesty’s Government would not in 
any case propose to recommend to Parliament that the United 
Kingdom should ratify the Charter.

" This change in the situation with regard to the Charter, and 
the intention of the United States Administration to support 
the continuation and the development of the organization of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in lieu of the proposed 
International Trade Organization, create anew situation which 
will require careful examination before His Majesty’s Govern­
ment determine their attitude, particularly as to whether and 
how the General Agreement could be converted into an appro­
priate continuing instrument. The undertaking given in 1948, 
that opportunity would be afforded for debate in Parliament 
before anv decision by His Majesty’s Government to ratify the 
General Agreement would be implemented, of course, still 

stands.”
West Indies Forestry Staff. Mr. P. Smithers asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware that 
the fourth progress report upon development and welfare in the 
West Indies discloses that forest planning was hampered by 
shortage of technical staff in the period 1947-49 ; and whether 
that deficiency had been remedied.

In his written reply of February 8th, Mr. James Griffiths replied 
in the affirmative. He stated that the deficiency was part of 
the aftermath of the war. The position was now gr^y^g^ed 
and senior technical staff in Forestry Departments of the British 
Caribbean colonies was almost up to establishment.

Doctors and Dentists. Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on February 7th approximately how many 
foreigners or persons whose qualifications were secured in foreign 
countries had obtained British registration for medical or dental 

SeMrCeGriffiths<said that on the assumption that Mr. Sorensen 

referred to doctors and dentists with foreign qualifications m 
colonial government employment who were registered m the 
United Kingdom, the answer was 37 doctors and two dentists. 
There were also a few doctors in the employment of colonial 
governments who were not registered in the United Kingdom.

Mr Sorensen then asked that as there were a number of 
doctors with foreign qualifications who could well havebee 
used in colonial areas, what steps were being taken to enable 
these doctors, especially those living in this country, to secure 

BMr%riitthsatrepiied : " I should be glad if my hon Friend

Pulmonary ™ercul^ Srmth

—era

West Indies-Europe Passenger Ships. Mr. 

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what was the 
passenger-carrying capacity of ships regularly employed in the 
traffic between British West Indian ports and European ports in 
1938, showing British and foreign capacity separately; and 
what were the latest available figures for the same.

In a written reply of February 2nd, Mr. Griffiths stated that as 
far as British ships were concerned he was informed that in 1938 
there were 766 berths in vessels regularly employed, while some 
berths were available in passenger liners touching the West 
Indies as intermediate ports. At the present time the number 
of berths was understood to be 436, but a limited number of 
additional berths were available when occasional voyages were 
made by the Royal Mail Line cargo ships to and from Bermuda 
and Jamaica.

The Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s liner Reina del 
Pacifico made four voyages a year and generally called at West 
Indian ports for passengers, but the number of berths available 
to West Indian passengers depended on South American require­
ments. It was regretted that information about the number of 
berths available in foreign ships regularly employed in the traffic 
between European and British West Indian ports both in 1938 
and at the present time was not readily available.

U.K.—West Indies Passenger Ships. Mr. P. Smithers 
asked the Minister of Transport what proportion of passenger 
traffic between the United Kingdom and the West Indies was 
carried in British ships.

In a written reply of February 2nd, Mr. A. Barnes stated that 
the latest available information related to the period April to 
September, 1950. In that period about 75 per cent of the 
passenger traffic by sea between the United Kingdom and the 
British West Indies was carried in British ships.

Sea Passages. Mr. P. Smithers asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what was the number of persons awaiting 
passage to the West Indies from the United Kingdom and 
from the West Indies to the United Kingdom, respectively; 
and what was the average delay in obtaining a sea passage

Griffiths, in his written reply of February 1st, stated that 
as the booking of passages to and from the West Indies was 
in the hands of the shipping companies and agencies, the informa­
tion asked for was not in the possession of the Government. 
He was however, aware that in the course of the next few months 
a considerable number of people were anxious to travel from the 
West Indies to the United Kingdom. The delay in obtaining a 
sea passage depended on the demand, which was seasonal, 
and on the class of passage required, and he had no information 
on which to base an estimate of the average delay.

Leeward Islands Pineapple Industry. Asked by Mr. P. 
Smithers what steps were being taken to J^ourage ^he re- 
establishment of the pineapple industry in Antigua, St. Kitts 
and Montserrat, Mr. Griffiths replied m writing on January 31st 
that he was asking the Governor to supply him with that informa­
tion an7Se would write to Mr. Smithers when it was received.

Corporal Punishment. Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he had received reports of action 
taken in respect of his communication of November last to 
Colonial Governors urging the abolition of corporal punishment 

^T^n^^of January 31st, Mr. Griffiths sard that he 
had received replies from 10 Governments. There was so far 
a general acceptance of his policy that the complete abo rtion 
of ^corporal punishment as a sanction of the courts s11^ 
seeded In two territories steps were being taken to limit 
further the powers of courts in respect of its imposition and m 
others there were prospects of similar progress in t 

distant future.
British Honduras-Guatemala Dispute. Mr Smithers

International Court.
[Continued on page 40)



38 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR February, 1951

The Homeward Mail

BARBADOS
Shipping. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the Bar­

bados Publicity Committee, in a letter dated January 
23rd, states : “ The 286 tons Swedish Training Ship 
Sunbeam arrived in Carlisle Bay on January 16th. The 
crew includes a film party who are taking shots during 
the voyage for their Minister of Information. Five 
ocean-going cruiser yachts were in the colony during 
the month, and Saguenay Terminals London Mariner 
called at Barbados for the first time. This starts a new 
freight and limited passenger service from the United 
Kingdom to Barbados, and the ships will be calling 
every fortnight.

New Air Service. “ The Grumman Goose aircraft 
of British Guiana Airways, stationed in St. Vincent, 
are operating a bi-weekly (Mondays and Thursdays) 
service between Barbados and St. Vincent. This 
service started on the 15th inst.

Visitors. “ Arriving in Barbados on the 4th, as a 
guest of the Barbados Publicity Committee, was Mr. 
Charles Allmon, journalist and photographer. Mr. 
Allmon has come to Barbados with the purpose of collect­
ing material for an article on Barbados. He expects to 
stay for about six weeks. Paying his first visit to the 
island during the month, to gather material for his 
column, was Mr. Sylvan Cox, travel editor of the Miami 
Herald. Mr. C. R. Stollmeyer, Trade Commissioner for 
the British West Indies, the Bahamas and British 
Guiana, arrived in the island on the 13th. Mr Stoll­
meyer is making an official tour of the colonies which he 
represents. Also on short visits to the island were 
Mr. Louis Law, executive secretary, Caribbean Interim 
Tourism Committee, Trinidad, and Mr. T. Grant Major, 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner. In transit 
on the s.s Colombia on 18th was Lady Baden-Powell, 
Chief Guide Lady Baden-Powell expects to return to 
Barbados m February for a short visit.

Hote! News "A bar and cocktail lounge have been 
added at Stafford House, Garrison. The Barbados 
Aquatic Club have extended their facilities to tourists 
and can now offer boarding accommodation. This 
consists of nme double rooms all with bath etc. Meals 
are obtainable at the restaurant. Current rates includ- 
in?< ^als nre $10-00 (B.W.I.) per person per day.

I he Barbecue and Bam Dance at the Crane Hotel 
on Saturday 20th, to collect funds to send a golf team to 
Trinidad, was a great success. Over 400 couples most 
of them m Wild West costumes, enjoyed the^vening’s 
fun A dance and floor show was held at the Y M P C 
on the 13th. The Marine Hotel also held a’specUi 
dinner dance on the same evening.” special

BRITISH GUIANA
The Budget. Our correspondent, writing- from 

Georgetown on January 20th, states “ cSderab£ 
opposition has been aroused by the Bud^ 
recently presented to the Legislature by 
Secretary and Treasurer, Hon. E. F. M^cDavM " 

Budget contains proposals for increased taxation of 
aerated drinks, rum and bauxite and for increased 
income tax on insurance and other companies, and 
increased postal and telecommunications charges and 
fees for students at Queen’s College and Bishops’ High 
School. Workers staged demonstrations in protest 
against the proposed tax increases on aerated drinks 
and rum, and the raising of the Government secondary 
school fees. Legislative Council members were almost 
unanimous in criticizing the suggested increases on 
aerated drinks. The Financial Secretary also outlined 
certain concessions which it is proposed to grant in aid 
of new industries.

Leaf Scald Disease. “ A plant disease which has 
been identified as almost certainly Leaf Scald has 
caused some damage on one sugar estate and has been 
found in small patches on others. Experts from the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, 
visited the colony recently to examine the affected areas 
and a survey of the sugar cultivation of the colony is 
being carried out under the direction of the Department 
of Agriculture. It is proposed to engage the services 
of a plant pathologist and an assistant for a term of 
two years to deal with this disease, the cost (848,000) 
to be borne one-third by the British Guiana Government, 
one-third by the sugar industry and one-third by a 
research grant under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Fund.

Preliminary reports of the survey indicate that 
incidence of the disease is very mild'on all but one 
estate, that its spread can be greatly reduced by sanitary 
measures and that it is not likely to affect the cane 
cultivation as seriously as first feared.

Su£ar Crop. “The colony’s sugar crop for 
1950 totalled 195,651 tons, of which 3,147 tons was 
ma e rom farmers cane grown on land not owned 
by the sugar companies.

Sugar Tax. The Legislative Council passed a bill 
authorizing the continuation of the production tax on 

a the abolition of this tax had been recom­
mended by the Venn Commission.

Medical Service. “ Dr. E. D. Pridie, Chief Medical 
OH1Ce’ and Dr- J- w- p- Harkness, 

went 1 t0 -he ComPtroUer of Colonial Develop-
fhTrn 1 d Welfiare ln the Wesl Indies, recently visited 
or, thi y,On a fortnight’s inspection tour. Commenting 
lot of c°l°nys Medical Service, Dr. Pridie said: ‘A 
done' S°°d W°rk haS be6n d°ne and a lot is yet to be 

DlXpSltsent “ ?KOd^jn ” Plane- " A Short Sealand 
Belfast Sh°rt Bros- and Harland, Ltd., of
stood will the“lony about mid-January on a
took theflCht tO publlc?se the Festival of Britain, and 
flights to ^°VeT,r and other prominent persons on 
mgnts to the interior.
ex^ct^n^ Britis,h Guiana Rice Marketing Board 
expects to export for 19t>l a total of 29,123 tout of rice



February, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 39

to the West Indies. The board hope for a bumper 
spring crop this year. During 1950 they exported 
29,060 tons.

Timber. “ British Guiana Timbers Ltd., a timber 
growing and marketing company with a share capital 
of $8,400,000 in 81 shares, has been registered in 
Georgetown Deeds Registry. The directors are Briga­
dier Eric B. Mount, Mr. W. S. Hindle and Mr. F. D. 
Edmeades.”

JAMAICA
Financial Position. Our correspondent, Mr. H. P. 

Jacobs, writing from Kingston on January 27th, states : 
“ With the budget for 1951-52 in course of preparation 
the Government of Jamaica is increasingly concerned 
at the difficulty of raising loans. In August, it offered 
an issue of 100,000 £5 premium bonds redeemable 
with 1 per cent accumulated simple interest in 10 years, 
with an imposing list of prizes from £2,000 down for the 
winners in semi-annual drawings. This month, the 
Financial Secretary, Mr. Robert Newton, told a Press 
conference that barely one-fifth of the issue had been 
subscribed.

“ £200,000 of this loan was intended for agricultural 
credit, £190,000 for land settlement, £50,000 for 
irrigation", and £60,000 for the Palisadoes Airport. Mr. 
Newton stressed the fact that agricultural development 
would have to be met out of loans. Revenue, he said, 
had to be used to meet ‘ increasing recurrent commit­
ments,’ revenue might be ‘ buoyant ’ partly on account 
of ‘ inflationary trends,’ but in spite of such ‘ buoyancy ’ 
in the past, reserves were at too low a figure, and the 
execution of the ten-year plan would require general 
revenue expenditure averaging £1,200,000 a year, as 
against an average of £430,000 in the four-year period 
1946-50. Moreover, ‘ costs are increasing all round, 
whether labour, materials or loan charges.’

“ The fact is that, as Mr. Newton said, ‘ our bills are 
beginning to fall due.’ The country has committed 
itself to a higher scale of expenditure. It has embarked 
on a ten-year plan to spend nearly £11 million in revenue 
and loans to obtain British Treasury grants of less than 
£9 million. Salaries and wages of Government employees 
have been increased. The country cries out for schools 
and hospitals ; and so far as education is concerned, the 
Director of Education made it clear last year that with 
present salary scales and present capital charges for new 
school buildings there was little prospect of ever edu­
cating the whole population.

“ The Government Savings Bank funds and the reserve 
funds of the sugar industry are being invested in low- 
interest-bearing colonial stocks, and it is evident that 
there are two possible solutions for Government s 
difficulties. One solution—presumably the orthodox 
one—is to issue ordinary stock at a higher rate of 
interest. The other is to use local funds normally 
invested outside the country.

“The failure of the bonds issue is not due to any. 
sinister forces, but to the inappropnacy of this method 
of finance. The large investor is not prepared to .put 
considerable sums into 1 per cent stock on a-chanceof 
winning a prize : he has his own need for capital 
and Government is always imploring him to ^how h 
faith in his country by expanding investment in private 
enterprise. On the other hand, there are not many small 

men who can readily lay hands on a £5 note.
“ Mr. Newton’s frank admission of ‘ inflationary 

trends ’ is to be welcomed. The inflation is largely 
the product of a policy of forcing up wages to uneconomic 
levels and so forcing up cost of living. Protests in the 
corporate area on the proposed reduction of the size 
of the loaf appear, however, to have been heeded. 
Early in the month, Government informed the Kingston 
and St. Andrew Taxpayers’ and Ratepayers’ Association 
that it did not at this time propose to permit the 
reduction, while it also sent back to the Minimum Wage 
Advisory Board of the baking trade the proposals for 
an increase in minimum wages which led to the plan to 
reduce the size of the loaf. Nothing more has been 
heard of extravagant wage demands on citrus packing 
houses. In short, consumer and primary producer are 
both resenting inflation, and officials are evidently more 
alive to the danger.

“ There is reason to believe that the external investor 
is somewhat put off by stories of strikes and violence. 
In these the country takes a sort of gloomy joy, and while 
Jamaica is probably one of the most peaceful parts of 
the earth’s surface, there is a disposition to believe that 
the island is a dormant volcano.

“ The course of the Worthy Park dispute shows how 
false this idea is. The month opened with acts of 
violence at the St. Catherine sugar factory where the 
Trade Union Council had for some weeks been maintain­
ing a strike to compel recognition of its claims to 
represent the workers—a strike which was preventing 
the work being done in the factory, preparatory to 
taking off the crop. The acting Governor applied the 
stock remedy of a ban on meetings and marches in the 
parish of St. Catherine, and the storm quickly subsided 
as metropolitan police were poured into St. Catherine 
and special constables took their place in the streets of 
Kingston. The reaction to the Worthy Park outrages 
has not been fear so much as anger and indignation. 
There is a disposition on the part of the farmers in 
particular to tell the unions that they must behave 
differently or expect action against them : and a warning 
was given on union feuds by Rudolph Burke, President 
of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, at the half-yearly 
general meeting on January 10th.

“ The Anglican Bishop and the Roman Catholic 
Bishop, with the local head of the Wesleyan body, 
attempted mediation early in the New Year. They 
asked the B.I.T.U., the T.U.C., and the Sugar Manu­
facturers’ Association to meet under an impartial 
chairman to find a means to call off the strike and 
arrange a poll at Worthy Park. Mr. Bustamante, 
however, continued to refuse to take part in discussions 
unless the strike was called off, and eventually the three 
clerics, seeing no prospect of any change in his attitude, 
met the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association and T.U.C. 
at Church House (former Bishop’s Lodge, Cross Roads), 
and framed an agreement by which a poll is to be taken 
one month after the factory starts operations, while the 
T.U.C. was to call off the strike and the. Sugar Manu­
facturers’ Association guaranteed that the union winning 
the poll should have sole bargaining rights in respect 
to wages and conditions of employment.

“ This was on January 18th, the strike was called off 
on the 20th, and work was resumed on the 22nd, only 
to be interrupted by another strike due to charges of
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victimisation. On January 24th the T.U.C. withdrew 
its charges of bad faith against the Sugar Manufacturers’ 
Association and called off the strike, while the T.U.C. 
and the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association signed an 
agreement covering questions of re-employment and 
‘ victimisation.’

“ Reaction of the Bustamante Union to the settle­
ment at Worthy Park was that employers were trying 
to splinter the sugar workers. Bustamante still main­
tains that a poll should be throughout the industry 
and not factory by factory. Meanwhile, eight sugar 
factories have started grinding.

“ It is not surprising that there is now much talk of a 
third party. Some people expect this party to be 
primarily agrarian, while others think it will rise from 
the moderate wing of the P.N.P. It is significant 
that the third party is now regarded as inevitable by 
many who formerly would not consider the idea : 
because they have come to think that there is little 
difference between J.L.P. and P.N.P.—that both are 
following a vote-catching policy dangerous to the 
country and that their continual bickerings are merely 
aggravations of this primary evil. There is actually 
a move to demand a Royal Commission to enquire into 
the working of the new constitition.”

ST. LUCIA
Sugar and Cocoa Crops. In the course of a letter 

from Castries dated January 20th, our correspondent, 
the Hon. Henry E. Belmar, writes : “ The dry season, 
which has now started, appears to be more beneficial 
to the cane crop than it was last year. The cocoa crop 
is also responding to the change in the weather. The 
sugar factories propose to begin operations about the 
middle of February.

“Dr. H. Guy Dain, member and past president 
of the Council of the British Medical Association, recently 
paid a short visit to this colony.”

TRINIDAD
Sugar Crop. Our correspondent, in a newsletter 

from Port-of-Spain dated January 24th, writes : “ Ste. 
Madeleine, Reform, Brechin Castle and Waterloo 
factories started grinding early in January, but soon 
after a break in the supply of cane, occasioned by heavy 
rains, caused a temporary shut down at one or two of 
the factories. Woodford Lodge, Orange Grove and 
Esperanza had expected to start grinding during the 
week ending January 20th, but again rain postponed 
the start for a week. Forres Park expects to start 
early in February. The crop estimate now stands at 
162,500 long tons, of which approximately 23,000 tons 
will be retained for local use.

Sugar Wages. “ In accordance with a recom­
mendation of the Sugar Industry Wages Council an 
increase of 12| per cent, over the 1949 basic wages of 
workers in the sugar industry has been granted as from 
the start of the 1951 crop. This, together with the 
12| per cent mcrease granted in 1950, brings the total 
increase on the 1949 rates of pay to 25 per cent.

Trade Fair. ‘‘The Governor formally declared 
fair ’ in Trinidad of British goods 

. . British caravans on January 22nd. Lord Selsdon 
is in Trinidad for a short visit in connexion with the fair.

Prospect of a Paint Factory. “ It is reported that 
Mr. Arthur Shenfield, Government Economic Adviser, 
will meet representatives of a United Kingdom paint 
firm, which has been granted ‘ pioneer ’ status to set 
up a factory in Trinidad, when he arrives in England 
shortly on completion of his tour of service. Mr. 
Shenfield left the colony on January 17th by the s.s. 
Golfito.

Visit of Flagship. “ H.M.S. Superb, flagship of the 
American West Indies Squadron, arrived at Port-of- 
Spain on January 16th for a three-day visit. The ship 
bore the flag of Vice-Admiral R. V. Symonds-Taylor, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Squadron.

Chief Guide’s Visit. “ Lady Baden-Powell, world 
Chief Guide, arrived on January 19th on a visit to the 
colony.”

{Continued from page 37)
Mr. Ernest Davies said that the matter was still under con­

sideration.
West Indian Armed Forces. Sir Ralph Glyn asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies what records there were 
of the West Indian Regiment, to include the date of formation 
and the period in which it was part of the British Army ; and 
whether there were any trained reserves in the West Indies 
who had had previous service with this organization.

In a written reply of January 31st, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
the West India Regiment was formed in 1795 and disbanded 
in 1927. The British West Indies Regiment was formed in 
1915 and disbanded in 1921. Both formed part of the British 
Army. It was not possible to say at short notice what records 
of these forces remained in existence, but if the hon. Member 
would let him know what particular information he desired, he 
would try to get it for him. There were no reserves as such in 
the West Indies, but local part-time volunteer forces exist in 
British Guiana, British Honduras, Barbados and the Leeward 
Islands. In addition, a full-time force was maintained in 
Jamaica. None of these forces were part of the British Army.

Torquay Conference. Mr. Russell asked the President of 
the Board of Trade when the text of the resolutions passed by 
the contracting parties of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade at Torquay would be published.

In his written reply of January 29th, Mr. H. Wilson stated that 
the only resolutions passed by the contracting parties at their 
recent session at Torquay were :—

{a) a resolution (resulting from a United Kingdom proposal) 
extending until the end of 1951 the period during which 
countries are entitled under Part II of Article XX of the 
Agreement to maintain certain measures necessitated by 
post-war shortages or surplus stocks which would otherwise 
be inconsistent with the Agreement, and

{b) a resolution fixing the authorized amount of, and the 
rates of contributions to, the expenses of the Contracting 
Parties in 1951.
Reports on other matters of importance (not involving formal 

resolutions) dealt with at the session had been published in the 
EJoard of Trade Journal for December 23rd, 1950 (page 1058), 

?Ot> 1950 (Pa^e 1107)‘ In addition, the con­
tracting parties had provisionally approved the texts of drafts of 
a Protocol and other formal documents designed to provide 
the necessary legal structure for implementing the results of 
«!Jh^r?Uay Hegofrafrons ; these drafts, however, were 
licrht of th SUC^ amendments as might prove necessarv in the 
light of the outcome of the negotiations.
of ^ta^f^T^eY Mr- Awbery asked Secretary 
uLYwY the,ColoniesT what was the average percentage of 
S? 2 in Jamaica last year ; and what armnge-
faSlies XrinYde Y hfeir maintenance and those of their 
families during periods of unemployment.
that ther^trY January 24th, Mr. Griffiths stated
that there were no statistics showing the average percentage of 
unemployed workers in Jamaica. With S to thesXld 
substantial 1™“™' Government of Jamaica was spending 
land setHemen? T yeai tO helP the unemployed through 
assistance ™S' addlti°nal public works and public
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Company Reports and Meetings

Jamaica Sugar Estates Ltd.
'THE directors, in their report for the year ended August 31st, 
1 state that the profit, after providing for all charges, includ­
ing a reserve for equalization of initial allowances, amounts 
to ¿24,633, which, added to the amount of ¿19,186 brought 
forward from the previous year, makes a total of ¿43,819. From 
this ¿15,000 has been transferred to general reserve, and out 
of the remaining ¿28,819 the directors recommend the payment 
of a dividend of 7| per cent free of income tax, which will absorb 
¿8,439, leaving ¿20,380 to be carried forward.

The arrangements entered into with H.M. Government whereby 
the whole of the company’s sugar crop, less the amount reserved 
for local consumption in Jamaica, is taken over by the Ministry 
of Food were continued during the year under review.

Trinidad Sugar Estates, Ltd.
In their report for the year ended September 30th, the directors 

state that the net profit, after providing for all charges and 
depreciation, amounts to ¿24,695, which, with ¿22,824 brmight 
forward, makes a total of ¿47,519. Out of this sum, ¿16,462 
has to be deducted for taxation reserve on the year s P^nts. 
Out of the remainder of ¿31,057, the directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend of 7| per cent, less tax, which will absorb 
/8 044 leaving ¿23,013 to be carried forward.

The crop for the year under review was 9,783 tons of sugai 
compared with 11,088 in 1949, the tonnage of canes crushed 
being 101,981 against 101,930 last year, estate canes decreasing 
bv 2,051 tons and farmers’ canes increasing by 2,100 Un 
fortunately, wet weather caused the juice to be poor, 10q42 
of cane be'ing required per ton of sugar compared with 9 19 last 
year, thus causing the production of sugar to fall by 1,300 tons 
All available canes were reaped and there was an adequate supp y

1950 crop was increased by 
Z3 5s per ton but the price for our by-product molasses was very 
much less Owing to smaller production of sugar, income from

2 «WSgS&s

^Xnnual statement which accompanies tte report the 

^oXnTLss^ofXar“ to®theTbnoroally wet weather

“ ■ including by-products

Tri^dad feU by ¿23,439 and the net profit from ¿47,891 to

Out of the net P™*“

^“nSlfto^^
to provide m the acc™ntsa q
plant and machinery, etc.,!so t ded Also under the income 
for capital replacements „ ■ wear and tear for income tax

considerably higher than

the allowances for inco^e company continues to be sound, 
“ The financial position *h Pnt Jiabilities and provisions 

the surplus of current asse ri42 122 last year.
being ¿146,450 compared with ’̂^ming crop are concerned

“ So far as the prospects fo are in good order and
the Manager reports that theapproximately the same

X7X 15 no?mal and w are 

to reap the whole of the canes, I hope that we shall have a 
satisfactory crop for the year.

“ I was again able to visit the estate during the crop period 
and this time I was accompanied by Mr. R. Ellman Brown, who 
was paying his first visit to the estate. I am pleased to be able to 
report that we found both the factory and the cultivations in 
excellent order and everything proceeding smoothly, except 
for difficulties caused by the wet weather in the grinding season. 
During our visit Mr. Howard, our general manager, celebrated 
his jubilee, as he commenced working at Orange Grove 50 years 
ago. I think the company are very fortunate in having a manager 
such as Mr. Howard, and in this Mr. Brown, who has seen him 
for the first time, fully concurs. He has a unique knowledge 
of the working of the estate and of the sugar industry in Trinidad.

“ The present arrangement for the sale of the whole of our 
export sugar to the Ministry of Food expires in 1952, and last 
summer negotiations took place between the United Kingdom 
Government and the Dominion and Colonial Producers for a 
long term agreement after that date. As a result, the United 
Kingdom Government have agreed to purchase from 1953 to 
1957 inclusive 670,000 tons of sugar from the British West 
Indies colonies at a reasonable price to be negotiated each year, 
based on efficient production, and the remainder of the export 
quota of 230,000 tons allotted to the British West Indies will 
have to be sold at the world price ruling at the time The 
prosperity of the sugar industry in the British West Indies is 
essential for the welfare of these colonies, which are mainly 
dependent on sugar. Although the limit of the purchase at a 
reasonable price by the Government to approximately two-thirds 
of the production was a disappointment to the British West 
Indies producers, it will give some measure of security.

“ In conclusion, I must express my appreciation and thanks 
to the Manager and staff for the excellent work which they 
have done during the past year.”
Angostura Bitters (Dr. J. G. B. Siegert and Sons), Ltd.

In their report for the year ended September 30th the directors 
state that the net profits amounted to ¿42,069 18s. 9d., from which 
/17 995 6s 8d. must be deducted for provision for taxation. 
To the remainder of ¿24,074 12s. Id. is added ¿145 16s. 8d. 
derived from income tax adjustments and £26>923 7s 6d. the 
balance brought forward, making a total of ¿51,143 16s. 3d. The 
directors recommend the payment of interim dividends of 5 per 
cent on the preference shares and 10 per cent on the ordinary 
shares, both less tax, absorbing ¿7,650 ; and final dividends of 
5 per cent on the preference and 15 per cent on the ordinary 
shares, both less tax, absorbing ¿10,200. The directors also 
recommend the appropriation of ¿750 for donation to charities 
the transfer of ¿1,041 13s. 4d. to building reserve and the 
guarantee payment of ¿7,291 13s. 4d. to Trinidad Distillers Ltd., 
leaving Z24.210 9s. 7d. to be carried forward. .

In his statement accompanying the report the chairman 
the Hon. Sir Gerald R. Wight, says: As you will observe from the 

the net profit this year shows a decrease from ¿43,135 
before taxation) to ¿42,070Y(before taxation). While this net 
fiTn^S satisfactory! it must be borne in mmd that 
the gross profit on trading has been reduced by ¿19-293

‘‘We in common with other manufacturers, are faced by 
cont^ually increasing costs, but I can assure you that every 
effort is being made to keep our expenses as low as possible, 
list year I referred to the fact that in the liquor trade a buyers 
market was much in evidence, and certainly as far as rum is 
™ncerned this holds good to-day. In particular, our sales of 
ram in the United Kingdom have been very adversely a^^ed 
bv the large quantities of gin made available to that mar . 
We are do ng everythmg possible to increase the sales of! our 

been mad aggressively so that maximum sales can be

”ed manX visited
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concerning our mutual interests with our New York friends as 
well as with our distributors in the United Kingdom. Mi. 
Emlyn also made an extensive tour through certain European 
countries visiting agents and discussing matters with them 
in order to try and increase our sales in these territories.

“ Our newly formed subsidiary, Trinidad Distillers Ltd., 
went into production during the year, and the quality of alcohol, 
rum and yeast produced has proved to be excellent. That 
company made a small profit for the year to September 30th, 
but, as will be observed from the accounts, it is again necessary 
for the parent company to pay on behalf of Trinidad Distillers 
Ltd. the preference dividend as well as the capital redemption 
reserve fund contribution, totalling ¿7,292. Profits were made 
by our two other subsidiary companies this year.

“ The new bonded warehouse to which I referred last year 
is now almost complete and will shortly be ready for use.

“ To take care of long term financing of the company’s under­
taking, I am pleased to report that satisfactory overdraft 
facilities have been arranged with our bankers.

Our company is making every effort to expand its business 
but I am bound to repeat that the imposition by our Government 
of a company tax of 40 per cent on earned income makes it 
difficult to plough back the necessary funds for expansion. In 
some ways, our Government are doing a great deal to encourage 
the expansion of industry locally and especially through the 
facilities afforded by the Pioneer Industries Ordinance but in 
other directions they are not so helpful. This is instanced by 
the fact that our subsidiary, Trinidad Distillers Ltd., is anxious 
to undertake the manufacture here of gin of the very highest 
quality, but Government proposes to make locally manufactured 
gin pay double the excise duty of locally manufactured rum 
In these circumstances, it is extremely unlikely that we shall 
be able to go ahead with our plans. *

“ As regards the disposal of the profits of the year, the board 
recommends maintaining the dividend on the ordinary shares 
aJ r? n/o year’ and the aPPropnation of the sum

4 , • a buildinS reserve which is being established.
1 wish it were possible to give you some indication of the 

prospects for the coming year, but no prudent chairman would 
venture to predict the results of trading in our particular com­
modies during the coming months, with the world situation 
willl 1 assure you, however, that your directors
will continue to make every effort to serve your best interests. 
rPlVSS: C°nclude ^thout stating that the most cordial 
lelations have again existed with our employees during the 
year and I take this opportunity of thanking them for their 
in^ pia“^^ USUa‘ We have their services

Kern Oil Co., Ltd.
state (ST/" yc?r “ded May 31st- the directors 
state that the net profit, after charging for depreciation and 
making provision for taxation was ¿259,013. To this is added 
tke bala^^^ of ¿125,108 making a total of

Fr°m SUm ¿105’000 has been transferred to 
L? reserve and from the remaining balance of ¿279,121 
the directors recommend the payment of a dividend of 121’oer

? b°nUS per cent’ both less tax, which will absorb 
^96 551 leaving ¿182,570 to be carried forward. 
transfe?ofeZ20 haS been incxreased bY £125,000 by the 
transfer of ¿20 000 from provision for interests in Mexico (no 

reJTred^ and by the appropriation of ¿105 000 from 
1950, stood “ “diCated abOVe’ and at May 31st-

Wi^ ireign exchange reserve has been created and credited 
with the amount in Sterling of the increment in value (less taxes) 
Of ir°m the adOption of * of exchange

31^^26^^ tte year -ded May

locations throughout the first six months of th p. g 2 eW 
has brought the current rate of production to over year
per day, against an average of 1,263 for 1949^ ’ Tn? f 
the managing director, Mr. F M Ziegler snpnf August

eXtenSi°“ °f dr^in8 to ^Xeho^

Directors have written off an amount of ¿37,565. Altogether 
a total sum of ¿204,163 has been written off expenditure in the 
Northern and Central Areas since 1941. Should oil be found 
in the substantial acreage of their undeveloped leases it will be a 
fitting sequel to the patient work of the management and staff 
in Trinidad.

Antigua Sugar Factory Ltd.
Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart, in his statement which accom­

panies the report [see last issue] says : ‘ ‘ The crop started on 
January 26th and finished on September 18th, a total of 33 weeks. 
If everything had worked smoothly the output of 30,600 tons 
should have been completed early in August. It is true that there 
was a delay of two weeks owing to the strike on the water-front 
preventing our shipping sugar and so causing us to close down 
for want of storage. However, even with this delay, we should 
have finished before the hurricanes of August 21st and 31st 
to which reference is made later.

“ Paced with a large crop the field labour started off enthusi­
astically and after the first few weeks, during which the weather 
interfered with field work, there was a period when the factory 
could have had more cane than it was possible to handle. In 
trying to cope with the tonnage it broke many records but there 
is a limit to what can be ground daily and if the cane is to arrive 
at the factory in its best condition it is obvious that cutting and 
deliveries must be properly regulated. Unfortunately this is 
not so and for a number of years deliveries have been low at the 
beginning of the week, increasing till Thursday and then dropping 
off again. This year deliveries were higher than ever before 
but followed the same curve. In most occupations a man is 
expected to perform his regular daily task and if he does not do 
so he soon loses his job, but cane cutters seem to be a law unto 
themselves. Any suggestion that they should work more 
regularly is looked on as an interference with their liberty and 
any restriction on their activities when they want to work, and 
have perhaps over-loaded transport and factory, is regarded as an 
unnecessary hardship brought about by lack of organization 
°n i Part estates or factory. These remarks apply to the 
vast body of cane cutters but there are exceptions—men who 
realize that improved living standards in the modern world 
can only be brought about by regular work, not necessarily 
harder work, and are prepared to give it. To these we express 
our appreciation.

On August 21st, the island suffered from a hurricane but, 
fortunately, it was not severe and there was comparatively 
httle damage. Just ten days later it was struck by another 
one. This hurricane is reported as being the worst within 
living memory and we probably have to go back to 1871 to 
find one of equal violence. The damage to the company’s 
property was not very heavy, but the planters suffered severely, 
both in damage to buildings and also in the fields, where one 
variety of cane, now extensively planted, gave evidence of its 
inability to stand up to high winds. The worst result of the 

however, was the widespread havoc among small houses, 
many people losing not only their houses but most of their 
b ;22^ngs aS Y®1!' Assistance is being given both by Govern- 

alsoby Private interests to enable these houses 
tL^ a? possible- There was a general desire
de^ral^^ be rePlaced by a better type of house but, 
achieve1 mJSV?147 h?’/* must take considerable time to 
achieve. Meanwhile, assistance is being given bv erecting

?t Vs: Sat T be put up raP*dly ™ng material oS th! 

than temnnran; e intention that these houses should be more 
satisfa^tS aS SVCh they would apPear to AH the bill 

tSfrcoXwJX01^^ rehabilitation of the Island will tdKe a considerable time.

There was a general desire

“With the long drawn out crop, culminating in 
andriiaam’ sur^v^ andJab?u5 have experienced a trying year 
express?™ wish me to send them our cordial
expression of appreciation of their work.

“V year is somewhat uncertain at the 

but nobody can
condition s"£ maj X t?'" that’ ™th ^ourSe wS
conditions, it may be better than was at one time expected.

m“teno^\Pa^^

be maintained at this level>!CatlOn iuture distributions will

these twin
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West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Eros (Captain R. C. Vigurs), from 
London, December 23rd
Mrs. E. G. Barsoe Mrs. I. A. Bryan Mrs. G. M. Turner
Miss K. A. Barsoe Mr. & Mrs. B. Cawston Miss V. Whiteford
Mr. & Mrs. G. Berner Miss M. E. Middleton

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain A. A. 
Gerrard), from Liverpool, February 2nd :—
Mrs. I. M. Billyeald 
Mrs. D. M. St. F. Dare 
Mr. E. B. Fraser

Mr. & Mrs. R. Lamont 
Mr. A. F. McConnell 
Miss P. McConnell

Mr. & Mrs. E. F. Moss
Miss M. E. Moss
Miss C. L. Roberts

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S 

Gracie), at Avonmouth, January 14th :—

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain 

N. F. van Deun), at Plymouth, January 22nd :—
Mr. E. Gaskin Mr. D. E. Veacock Miss C. A. Walker
Mr. T. G. Maurice-Jones Miss L. Walker Mrs. J. F. Walker
Col. H. Street

Mr. D. C. Allen 
Miss M. Atherton 
Mrs. M. Bradley 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Brandon 
Mr. U. G. Butler 
Mrs. L. Carpenter 
Mr. V. Cooper 
Miss M. DeRoux 
Sir F. & Lady Evans

Miss M. Graham 
Mrs. E. Hanlan 
Miss E. Hanlan 
Mrs. I. Huie 
Mr. A. Johnson 
Miss M. Kerr 
Miss V. Linton 
Mrs. L. McLeod 
Miss B. M. Morrison

Miss D. M. Nethersole 
Mr. O. H. Newman 
Mr. R. Parmiter 
Mrs. M. H. Phillips 
Miss E. Reid
Miss E. E. Robotham 
Mrs. M. A. Taylor 
Miss M. A. Walcott 
Mr. J. D. Wright

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.s. Bonaire (Captain C. A. 
Dopheide) from Dover, January 9th :—
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. S. C.

Carpenter
Mr. D. W. Chadwick

Mr. A. S. Greenland 
Rev. J. K. Harwood 
Miss P. L. Howell

Mrs. E. M. Lamotte 
Miss M. A. Rogers

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Eros (Captain R. C.
Vigurs), at London,
Miss M. D. Bryan 
Mrs. B. M. Glasgow 
Mrs. D. M. Harvey 
Mrs. L. E. Heidinger

Home arrivals

January 22nd :—
Mr. H. Luke
Miss E. I. Meikle 
Miss L. B. Norris 
Miss M. Reid

Miss E. K. Remand 
Miss E. Ridley 
Mrs. K. Sherlock 
Mr. W. Wilson

from Trinidad and Barbados, in s.s. Golfito
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), at Southampton, January 28th —

Mr. & Mrs. X. C. Bailey 
Mrs. M. M. Carmichael 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Constable 
Misses Constable 
Dr. & Mrs. H. G. Dain 
Miss E. M. Dias 
Mr. A. Donaldson 
Mrs. A. V. Eide

Trinidad
Mr. & Mrs. I. Hadden
Miss E. J. Hadden
Mr. T. Hogarth
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Jones
Mr. F. LeMaitre
Mr. K. S. Moody
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morrison

Mr. & Mrs. D. B. Murray 
Mrs. E. F. Needham 
Mr. A. A. Shenfield 
Mrs. M. A. Stafford 
Mrs. N. Starling 
Miss G. Starling 
Miss D. Wilber

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s.

Prigent), from Southampton, January
Gascogne (Captain F.

25th

Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Corballis
Mr. & Mrs. D. S. Davies
Mr. R. R. Head
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hooper

Barbados
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hotchkiss 
Rt. Revd. Bishop W. J.

Hughes
Capt. W. Lambert

Mrs. M. Smith
Miss W. M. Wade 
Maj. O. F. Walcott 
Miss D. P. Walsh

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s.
Bull), at Avonmouth, January 30th:—

Mr. L. A. Francis

Cavina (Captain T. H.

Mrs. R. M. Anderson 
Mr. L. W. Arbuckle 
Mr. I. Bailey 
Miss G. M. Bartley 
Mr. S. W. Bell 
Miss C. A. Blackwood 
Miss Linneth Burke 
Miss E. E. Burton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Cammish 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Dunleavy 
Mr. J. Foster

Mrs. L. Haldane 
Miss V. D. Hunt 
Mr. F. W. Jamieson 
Mr. B. Jarvis 
Miss M. A. Johnson 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. M.

Manlove
Miss M. C. McFarlane 
Mr. J. Mercer 
Mrs. G. L. Morris

Miss G. S. Morris 
Rev. & Mrs. A. Mumford 
Sir R. E. Priestley 
Mr. S. A. Roberts 
Mr. E. Sampson 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Smallwood 
Miss C. I. Smith 
Mr. N. Steel 
Miss E. E. Swaby 
Miss F. L. Thomas 
Miss A. M. Tucker

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano 
from Avonmouth, January 13th : —

(Captain F. P. Inch)

Miss A. Agar
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Anstey 
Mr. Bass
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Boyd 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Bruce 
Mrs. O. M. Buchanan 
Mr. G. H. Burgess 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Christie 
Mr. J. H. Clerk 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W.

Darbyshire 
Mrs. D. J. Draper 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Ducksbury 
Dr. J. C. Glen 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Greenwood 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Hamilton

Mr. A. V. Hamilton 
Mr. C. Hauch 
Mr. B. L. Henriques 
Mr. & Mrs. N. T. Herbert 
Mr. J. Jameson 
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. James 
Mrs. D. M. Keeling 
Miss G. J. Keeling 
Mr. & Mrs. H. T. Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Kerr-Jarrett 
Mr. F. S. Macey 
Miss E. T. McIntyre 
Capt. & Mrs. B. Mitford 
Mr. I. Pringle 
Miss J. E. Ransom 
Mr. C. P. Smellie

Miss E. Square
Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Thomas 
Dr. C. T. Trechmann 
Mrs. M. E. Trett 
Mr. Vaughan 
Mr. W. H. Watkins 
Mr. N. A. Watkins 
Dr. & Mrs. J. C. Waterlow 
Mr. & Mrs. F. White 
Mrs. A. V. Woodman-

Smith 
Miss S. M. Woodman-

Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M.

Woodhouse 
Mr. G. S. Yates

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani 
from Avonmouth, January 27th

(Captain G. S. Gracie),

Mr. R. D. Alberga 
Mr. C. G. Bald 
Mr. & Mrs. Brayham 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. A. C.

Bromhead 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Caines 
Mrs. C. Cambridge 
Mr. I. R. Campbell 
Mr. S. Clark 
Mrs. E. E. Coldman 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Ellis 
Mr. C. D. Farara 
Miss D. Farara 
Miss V. U. Farara 
Mr. C. E. Ferguson 
Miss B. Ford

Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Fox
Major C. C. Furness 
Mr. M. W. Gardener
Mr. M. C. Hart 

” HemsworthMr. J. 
Sir C.

Mr. & 
Mr. L. 
Mr. &

& Lady Hope- 
Dunbar

Mrs. J. Howie 
A. Hughan 
Mrs. J. H. Jacobs 
A. LaingMr. F-------------

Mrs. M. Langford
Miss S. C. Langford
Miss C. J- Langford 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Laugharne 
Mr. & Mrs. A. S. McGuire

Mrs. M. A. McNab 
Fit.-Lt. G. S. Neil-Dwyer 
Mr. M. Priest
Mr. & Mrs. E. W. Rees 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Roddam 
Mr. C. P. Smellie 
Miss J. R. Squire 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Stafford 
Mr. R. J- Stopford 
Mr. & Mrs. K. H. Straw 
Mr. P. G. Swiffen 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Viner 
Mr. C. J. Walls 
Mr. J. N. Warren 
Mr G. E. Webster

Mr. & Mrs. G. Bird 
Mr. C. Bokenham 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Brough 
Dr. & Mrs. E. Burgess 
Mr. V. Carrington 
Mr. W. Constable 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Cooke 
Miss S. Cooke 
Mr. J. Coventry 
Mrs. M. Crossland^

Hinchcliffe 
Mr. A. Donald
Mr. & Mrs. T. Forsyth 
Miss J. Forsyth 
Miss M. Forsyth 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Galbraith 
Mr. L. Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. P. Govinden

Mr. L. Hampson 
Mrs. Hemraj i 
Mr. R. Hosein 
Mr. E. Hoyte 
Miss O. lovetz-

Tereschenko
Mr. & Mrs. N. lovetz- 

Tereschenko
Mrs. I. Kinch
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lamb 
Mrs. A. Le Fanu 
Mr. J. Leila 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Leslie 
Mr. W. Leslie 
Mr. M. Maguire 
Miss J. Maraji 
Mr. N. Monsegue 
Mr. J. Morgan

Miss E. Munroe
Mrs. N. Oldfield
Mr. T. Perneta
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phang
Mrs. D. Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. B. Pilszak
Mr. & Mrs. L. Pounder
Mr. & Mrs. C. Proverbs
Mr. W. Raffin
Mr. & Mrs. R. Ross
Mr. T. Shervington
Mr. R. Shircore
Mr. D. Symonds
Mrs. J. Taylor
Mr. Albert Thorne
Mr. Alfred Thorne
Mr. & Mrs. R. Watson

Caribbean Tourism

Poster Competition
It the second annual general meeting of the Caribbean 
A Interim Tourism Committee held recently in Puerto 
Rico the sum of 500 United States dollars was set aside 
as prize money for a poster competition.

Mr. Louis S. Law, the executive secretary of the 
committee, has now issued particulars of the conditions 
which are to govern this competition.

The poster should be designed to promote tourism in 
the Caribbean, and should bear a short slogan of two or 
three words in English, e.g. “ Caribbean Calling,” with 
perhaps a sub-slogan in smaller letters „at the foot, 
such as “ Come to the Temperate Tropics.”

The size of the slogan should be 38 inches by 25 inches, 
but designs need not be submitted in the above size, 
but can be produced to fit those proportions when 
enlarged, and they must be in colour.

Territories will form their own panel of judges, and 
will receive all local entries, which must be accompanied 
by the name of the entrant in a sealed envelope. The 
winning design chosen in each territory will be forwarded 
to the executive secretary of the CITC, Kent House, 
Port-of-Spain, to reach him not later than April loth 
1951. Final selections will be made at the Third Annual 
General Meeting of the CITC in May.

Mr. Law has made the tentative suggestion that the 
prize money should be divided as follows «350 U.S. 
for the first; «100 U.S. for the second and «50 for the 
third. All three prize-winning designs will be the 
property of the Caribbean Interim Tourism Committee.
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The Markets
February 9th, 1951

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
Feb. 1st, 1950

2J 
3j

Consols 
War Loan ... ... ................

69
921

71
931

70
91

72
93

25 Angostura Bitters 70/— 75/- 78/9 83/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 34/41 36/101 32/6 35/—
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/- 13/- 14/-

*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 45/71 48/11 35/- 37/6
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 44/- 48/- 43/- 48/-

*9| Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 28/6 30/6 25/71 28/11
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/9 26/3 22/6 25/-
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/41 1/101 1/10^ 2/11
8| Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/9 3/3 

21/3
2/9 3/6

6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 20/- 22/6
*7i Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9 3/9 4/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 ............................. 11/- 12/- 9/6 10/6
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt Ord. 52/- 54/- 40/6 42/6
— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/- 1/6 1/6
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 230/- 250/-xd 190/- 210/-xd

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 57/6 62/6 59/- 61/—xd
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 18/- 15/- 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 23/- 25/- 19/- 20/—

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 26/6 28/6 20/6 22/6
♦161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 32/- 34/- 22/9 24/9

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 22/6 21/6 22/6
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 4/9 5/9 5/- 5/9
8J United British Oilfields 6/8 24/9 26/9 20/6 22/6
5 West Indies Sugar ... 22/6 24/6 18/9 20/—
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref.

*Free of Inc
21/3 

ome Tax.
23/9 22/6 25/-

Cocoa. There is a good demand for Trinidad and Grenada 
with higher prices being paid. The crops in both islands have 
been delayed by adverse weather. The first three marks of 
Trinidad and fine estates Grenada are quoted at 340/- per 
50 kilos f.o.b., March-May shipment.

Honey. There is no business to report, and the spot price of 
Jamaica f.a.q. remains at 90/- per cwt. No news has yet been 
received regarding the prospects or prices of the new crop.

Pimento. Stocks in London are almost exhausted with the 
price remaining unchanged at 1/10 per lb. No business is 
reported to the U.K. for forward shipment and the c.i.f price 
is unchanged at 203/- per cwt.

Ginger. There has been a little more inquiry with sales of 
No 3 grade at 400/- to 407/6 c.i.f. No. 2 grade is now offered 
at 415/- c.i.f. after a few small sales at 410/-.

Nutmegs. This market has been more lively with some 
interest being shown by buyers in Germany. Sound unassorted 
on the spot are offered at 3/10 spot, ex wharf terms, after having 
been sold at 3/6 to 3/9 during the month. The c.i.f. price for 
sound unassorted is 3/8£ per lb. Defectives are in short supply 
The quotation for shipment is 2/8 per lb. c.i.f. and spot 2/10 ex 
wharf '

Mace is still quiet with inquiries mainly for No. 1 and No 2 
broken. Pale whole blade is quoted at 9/3 c.i.f., and No 1 
broken at 7/10 c.i.f.

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for December are as 
follows :

Imports of Unrefined tons
Union of South Africa 
Mauritius
Australia................
Fiji ................
British West Indies ... ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries 
Cuba
Hayti ............... ’ ’’’
Dominican Republic
Mexico
Peru ................ T. '"
Other Foreign Countries .'.'.

Month oi 
1949 
1,732 

51,619 
41,203

2,607 
3,251

90,763

6,104

December
1950

28,647
51,636
8,175

287
5,796

145,898

7,933

January 
1949 

42,982 
258,096 
340,116 

4,432 
275,905 
80,288 

344 
733,165 

16,334
346,483 
66,249 
12,069
9,877

-December
1950

14,913 
167,712 
250,619

17,073 
302,007

67,086

889,998
7,327 

379,358

21,681
Total............................. 197,279 248,372 2,186,340 2,117.774

Consumption
Refined ...
Unrefined................

Month of
9

154,406

November
577

140,385

J anuary-November 
, - 26 602
1,989,611 2,041,726

Total ... 154,415 140,962 1,989,637 2,042,328
Stocks (end of November) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 
Imported Unrefined

320,500

359,750

342,700
2,800

238,950
Total............................. 680,250 584,450

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for December are as
follows :

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa 
Mauritius
British West Indies
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

Month of December
1949 1950

188,034 123,023
226,278
275,713 299,234
240,360 69,455

9,032 —
114 39

January-December
1949 1950

1,563,596 1,230,694
2,245,718 855,423
3,461,225 3,857,042
2,812,953 1,884,699

145,454 51,018
5,470 22,183

Total ... 939,531 491,751 10,234,416 7,901,059

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of November)

60,430 
Month of

383,621 
12,055,000

31,125 
November

284,974 
13,498,000

496,719 552,569
J anuary-November

1,866,875 1,603,515

Cocoa. The Board 
follows :

of Trade Returns for December are as

Imports ... ... ... cwts.
British West Africa
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Month of 
1949

3

December
1950

196,462
179
341

2,789

J anuary-December
1949 1950

2,742,594 1,867,917
55,084 69,227
8,827 18,069

87,584 483,540
41,390 168,090

Total ... 3 199,771 J 2,935,479 2,606,843

Exports................................

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of November)

13,791 1,268 ■
Month of November 1

855 50 .
6,000 4,000 !

331,961 93,727
J anuary-November

2,778,344 2,318,787

Colonial Survey

The Times Quarterly Review
yHE surveys of the British colonies recently issued 

by The Times have been so well received that the 
publishers propose to issue during 1951 a quarterly 
Review of the British Colonies, to be available in March, 
June, September and December at 6d. per copy (7jd. 
post paid).

Each issue will start with a leader-commentary on 
colonial affairs which have occurred since publication 
of the previous issue, together with suggestions for 
action on various colonial problems. Beginning with 
the first number, the review will publish an important 
series of articles, each running to several pages, dealing 
with the resources of the colonial empire. The subject 
for the first issue will be rubber.

The ,rest each review will be devoted to articles on 
education, agriculture, colonial services, sport, shipping 
and communications, industry and commerce, medicine 
and culture, etc.

Chief Justice, Windward and Leewards

The King has been pleased to approve the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Donald Edward Jackson, Puisne Judge 
ot the Windward and Leeward Islands, to be Chief 
Justice of the Windward and Leeward Islands, in 
succession to Sir Clement Malone, who has recently 
• Jac^son’ who was bom in British Guiana
m , was educated locally and held teaching appoint- 
ments m that colony until 1924, when he came to London 
to study law. He was called to the Bar at the Middle 

emple m 1927, and four years later was appointed a 
Stipendiary Magistrate in British Guiana. He became a 
Senior Magistrate m 1936 and Registrar of Deeds and 
ot the Supreme Court in 1944. He was appointed to 
his present post m 1949.

. ™einber of the West India Committee
fi°r blfe Membership on compounding his, or 

er, annual subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s.
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Festival of Britain

BY the time copies of this issue of the Circular 
reach the Caribbean by surface mail, those who 
intend to come over from there in time for the 

opening of the Festival of Britain will have begun 
packing, for the Festival is to be opened by His Majesty 
the King, after a State Service of Dedication at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, on May 3rd. From then until 
the end of September, in London, at 38 official centres 
in the United Kingdom, and in cities, towns and 
villages throughout the length and breadth of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, there will be festivals, 
exhibitions and supporting activities of various kinds 
to mark the centenary of the Great Exhibition of 1851.

When Mr. Herbert Morrison, Lord President 
of the Council, announced the decision to hold the 
Festival in the House of Commons on December 5th, 
1947, he said that it was proposed to have a national 
display illustrating the British contribution to civiliza­
tion, past, present and future, in the arts, in science and 
technology, and in industrial design. A Festival 
Council composed of distinguished authorities was got 
together by the end of April, 1948, and by the end of 
June of that year, under the chairmanship of General 
Lord Ismay, had begun to meet and formulate plans. 
Towards the end of October Mr. Gerald Barry, 
Director General of the Festival of Britain, was able 
to disclose the main outline of the scheme which had 
been adopted. There were to be an arts festival, 
a central exhibition and an architectural exhibition in 
London ; a travelling exhibition to take the main 
London ’ exhibition in miniature to the provinces ; 
arts festivals at provincial centres ; and suitable events 
promoted by all kinds of societies, associations and local 
bodies. _ .

A preliminary catalogue recently circulated contains a 
bewildering array of festival schemes which are being 
organized in the metropolitan boroughs, and by municipal 
corporations, county councils, urban and rural district 
and parish councils, and local organizations from the 
Channel Islands in the south to Inverness m the north 
and from the East Coast through Wales and the Isle ot 
Man to the west of Northern Ireland. Pageants are to 
depict local histories ; ancient local customs are to be 
revived; there will be exhibitions of local treasures 
and historical relics ; carnivals and revels ; conducted 
tours of local beauty spots and historical places; dis­
plays of local handicrafts, of paintings by local artists 
and so on. “Tidying up schemes” are being made 
Î feature of all local activities, so that many eye-sores 

left after the war will be obliterated before our overseas 
visitors arrive, numbers of them indeed turned into 
amenities.

In London the central feature of the Festival will be 
the exhibition on the south bank of the Thames between 
County Hall and Waterloo Bridge. British achieve­
ment, past, present and to come, in discovery, invention 
and design, is the theme of the exhibition. An exhibition 
of “ live ” architecture in Poplar will typify present-day 
planning of a residential neighbourhood. Subsidiary 
exhibitions will show progress in the printing and 
binding of books from Caxton until to-day, commemorate 
the 1851 exhibition, and illustrate the history of the 
south bank of the Thames, while the various museums 
and art galleries will all stage interesting displays. 
The London season for the Festival of the Arts, in which 
orchestras, choirs, opera, ballet and theatre will all 
participate, and which will include a film festival, 
will extend from May 3rd to September 30th. Battersea 
Park is to become a Festival Garden, with a Fun Fair 
and entertainment amenities of various kinds. Support­
ing activities will include floral decorations, illumina­
tions, traditional ceremonies, and so on.

There are to be two travelling exhibitions. One, 
to travel by land, will visit successively Manchester, 
Leeds, Birmingham and Nottingham. The other, 
housed in the Festival ship Campania, will visit coastal 
cities and towns as far north as Dundee on the east 
coast and the Clyde on the west.

The Festivals at official centres will mostly be for 
short periods, with the exception of Stratford-on-Avon, 
where a Shakespeare Festival will continue from March 
24th to October 27th. Many will have a distinctive 
local character, as for instance the Highland Festival 
at Inverness and the Festival of Music and Worship 
at St. David’s, Pembrokeshire.

One matter for regret is the small part which the 
British colonies have been allowed to play in contributing 
to the Festival. An exhibition of traditional art from 
the colonies will, it is true, be included among the 
displays to be held in London, but beyond that participa­
tion has been restricted to the provision of exhibition 
material for inclusion in the displays and dioramas in 
the galleries of the Imperial Institute. Relief maps of 
Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, presented by the 
respective governments, are notable additions given for 
the Festival year. To the Trinidad and Tobago display 
are also being added models of the colony s fruits, 
examples of local handicrafts, and sugar cane products 
to be provided by the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association, 
while the Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 

{Continued on page 49)
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AN exceptionally early Easter, besides setting the 
calendar reformers feverishly scribbling, makes 
Londoners more than usually sensitive to the 

first signs of spring—particularly after one of the wettest 
Februaries in living memory. I noticed, as I walked 
through the City to-day, that the fixture list for the 
county-cricket season was already on sale—a little sign 
as refreshing in its way as the news that we have at 
last won a test match in Australia. The crocuses are 
out in the parks, and those recognized harbingers the 
boat-race crews are to be seen at Putney. Indeed, 
Oxford appeared on the tideway before February was 
out, and Cambridge a few days later. Meanwhile we 
note that the gleaming new buildings of the Festival 
of Britain are nearly complete on the south bank of the 
river, both those devoted to the exhibition near the 
County Hall and the more frivolous erections of the 
amusement centre in Battersea Park. The King and 
Queen themselves are giving a lead towards getting the 
season under way early ; for they are holding their two 
Presentation Parties for girls on March 13th and 14th 
instead of in midsummer. Moreover there is to be a 
partial reversion to older custom in that the débutantes 
are to be allowed to file past the presence and make 
their curtseys to their Majesties, although the return 
to evening parties with their trains and ostrich feathers is 
not yet. It is curious evidence of the distance we have 
travelled from Victorian days in that these parties, 
apparently without comment from any quarter, are to 
be held in Lent.

* * *
Notable echoes of the Victorian age have been heard 

in the law courts these last weeks, in the family litigation 
of the house of FitzWilliam. The FitzWilliams have 
some claim to be considered one of the oldest families 
^4. Enllan^’ for they are traceable to the generation 
alter the Conquest if two weak links in the fifteenth 
century, about which genealogists have their doubts 
can be taken as proved. They certainly possess thé 
biggest house in England, Wentworth Woodhouse in 
Yorkshire, which was once the home of Strafford. The 
case, which will make the petitioner, if he succeeds heir 
presumptive to the earldom, turns upon the terms upon 
which a subaltern in the Household Cavalry took a 
chorus girl (whom he afterwards married) to Scotland 
m eif^The claim is that bY living together 
as Mr and Mrs. FitzWilliam” for a period of three 
weeks they became automatically married, according 
to the law of Scotland by repute ” or alternatively 

by consent implied by their not separating on the 
twenty-second day. Part of the period flavour was 
given by the assumption throughout that, provided the 
trip was a mere escapade, no-one in the

the witness ho, to “t,S 

remote days. They could not throw much light on the 
issue, for they had been young girls at the time, and 
the very possibility of “ living in sin ” could not possibly 
have been discussed in their presence ; but their side­
lights on a vanished mode of life were a notable contri­
bution to social history. After hearing evidence for a 
fortnight the court has adjourned to consult the Scottish 
judges.

* * *

Seldom has a more instant sense of outrage been felt 
in the House of Commons and the country than by Mr. 
Attlee’s apparently casual announcement that an 
American admiral had been appointed to the supreme 
command of the fleets of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, with the Royal Navy presumably subject 
to his orders and not those of the Admiralty. Indignant 
protests produced, some days later, a fuller statement, 
from which it appeared that things were not so bad as 
they seemed : that the Supreme Commander was not 
really supreme, or a commander, but a sort of co­
ordinator of international naval arrangements. The 
matter remains complicated and obscure, but there is 
some assurance that the control of the Western 
Approaches, on which our life depends in time of war, 

in the hands of a British Commander 
m Chief. What is most consoling in the whole unfortu­
nate affair is that the Americans have shown themselves 
fully appreciative of our national feelings in such 
matters. Their newspapers have perceived at once, 
aJ}d eloquently said, that the innermost pride of the heirs 
of Drake and Nelson is at stake. There is still a good 
deal of misgiving lest the huge apparatus of the staff 
co-ordmat ion to which this appointment belongs may 
prove too cumbersome to be worked under the urgent 
s ress of battle ; but at least the danger of an Anglo- 
American rift has been averted by the good feeling and 
delicacy of our allies.

Another Castries Fire

The Circular is informed that a fire which broke 
out m Castries, St. Lucia, on the night of March 5th, 

of what remained of the town after the 
'+ ' on the Chaussee area, three blocks of timber 
mSTZ’ Z per of which was residential, was 
razed to the ground.
hnm9 the fire brigade was 

iby Z 'Tater' Eventually the police and 
fi^aTdrtb“^6^ houses in the path of the 

Ahom 700’ l t help of sea water, proved effective.
no loss of7i°ifePe°Ple W6re made homeless> but there was 

nrosn-SZTniZ3 .ma<f® °n Page 51 of this issue to the 
dSSXi^thV 7^ng that section of Castries 
t£t none of Z 6 June' 1948' 14 E understood 
fire o^rch SthATd?11^ deStr°yed by the



March, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 47

The Grenada Disturbances
------- *-------

Secretary of State Sends Labour Adviser

AS the Circular goes to press the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, in reply to a question by Mr. 
Anthony Eden on the position in Grenada, has 

reported in the House of Commons (March 6th), “ that 
the general situation has now improved although there 
has as yet been no return to work.” He could give no 
estimate of the damage done, and no explanation of the 
failure to preserve law and order beyond the fact that 
the strike had been called without any demands having 
been made.

This was the third occasion on which the matter had 
been raised in the House in less than ten days. On 
February 26th the Secretary of State informed the 
Members that widespread strikes had commenced in 
Grenada on February 19th, accompanied by many 
acts of intimidation and sabotage. An emergency 
order had been made, two of the leaders detained, and 
parties from H.M.S. Devonshire and police from other 
colonies landed in the island. Police had been compelled 
to fire on rioters. The government Labour Officer had 
been in touch with both parties, urging negotiation ; 
there had been a joint appeal by the churches and an 
appeal had been issued by the Governor. On February 
28th Mr. Griffiths stated that he was making arrange­
ments for his Labour Adviser to go to Grenada to 
examine the situation. He had called upon all to cease 
the disturbances so that investigations could take place.

Meantime the United Kingdom Press has continued 
to receive disturbing accounts of continued violence 
which have not tended to relieve anxiety. Publication 
of the Secretary of State’s statement of March 6th, for 
instance, was accompanied, in responsible newspapers, 
by a report of further violence and looting, to quell 
which police had again had to open fire.

From information received from the colony it is now 
possible to piece together a dispassionate account of 
what has occurred, though in no great detail, for it so 
happened that the disturbances were preceded by a 
violent rainstorm accompanied by landslides, which 
disrupted communications. As the strikers not only 
refused to repair these, but are also reported to have 
prevented willing workers from doing so, those in one 
part of the island have not known what was going on 
elsewhere. In some cases, too, the strikers themselves 
are said to have blocked the roads, which made matters 
even worse. Not until order has been completely 
restored is the full story of events likely to become 
known. , . ,

On October 24th, 1950, the Grenada Agricultural 
Employers’ Society executed a written agreement with 
the Grenada Trades Union Council for one year for a 
bonus addition to the legal minimum wage payable to 
agricultural workers, based on the local buying price of 
cocoa, this bonus agreed to be subject to revision 
quarterly according as the local price of cocoa rises or 
falls provided that minimum wage rates remain, ine 
first revision according to the terms of the agreement 
was made in respect of the present quarter and is 11 j per 
cent of the legal minimum wage. In the previous 

quarter the bonus had been 15 per cent, but workers 
had accepted the change in the spirit of the agreement 
and without complaint.

On January 30th strikes occurred at Belmont, Hope 
and La Sagesse estates. No demands were made on the 
employers, nor were any complaints lodged as a basis 
for negotiation or conciliation. The strike leader was 
Mr. E. M. Gairy, president-general of the Grenada 
Manual and Mental Workers’ Union. He is reliably 
reported to have replied, when asked by one of the estate 
proprietors what the workers’ grievances were, “ That 
will all come out later.”

From this beginning there developed a campaign of 
intimidation and violence, the complete story of which 
cannot yet be told, but the following extracts from a 
memorandum presented to the acting Governor by a 
deputation representing the commercial and agricultural 
communities and all fire insurance agencies in Grenada 
indicates the serious nature of the disturbances.

“ The strike is purposeless, as, up to the present, its 
object is still unknown, and having assumed such 
extraordinary proportions—to wit, the wanton destruc­
tion by fire of schools, government buildings, and the 
intimidation of all classes of labour—may now be 
properly described as a deliberate attempt to wreck the 
economy of the island.

“ The majority of cocoa, spice and sugar plantations 
and farms also are all idle through intimidation and some 
of those plantations have been abandoned. To name 
but a few of the last named—Florida, Mt. Nesbit, 
Belvidere, Windsor. Moreover, the wanton destruction 
of the trees on plantations is something appalling— 
for instance nutmeg trees are being promiscuously 
barked, which means the trees eventually die—nothing 
can save them. Banana trees are being hewn down 
indiscriminately. Cocoa fields are being plundered. 
Estate animals, being unattended, have broken loose 
and are adding to the destruction of the crops ; in some 
cases these animals have been slaughtered by the 
strikers and the meat taken away.”

State of Emergency Proclaimed
On February 21st the acting Governor was compelled 

to proclaim a state of emergency. Police were flown 
into the island from St. Lucia and Trinidad. H.M.S. 
Devonshire arrived on February 22nd, and next day 
marines and blue jackets were put ashore. Mr. E. M. 
Gairy and his associate Mr. Gascoigne Blaize were 
detained. When news of their detention got around 
there were excited demonstrations in St. George’s, which 
appear to have been well handled by the police, who 
persuaded the demonstrators to disperse without 
violence. The disturbances, however, did not cease, 
and reports of looting and violence have continued to 
appear in the daily Press.

The Governor of the Windward Islands, Sir Robert 
Arundell, has curtailed his leave and returned to

[Continued at foot of next page}
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British Industries Fair The West India Committee
■Preparations for the British Industries Fair to be 
* held in London and Birmingham from April 30th to 
May 11th are now going ahead.

The London exhibits will be housed as usual at 
Olympia and Earl’s Court, and the Commonwealth 
Section will again occupy a prominent position at 
Earl’s Court adjacent to the Warwick Road entrance.

The total area of the Commonwealth section is to be 
increased from 7,000 to 7,755 square feet, of which 
1,149 square feet, exclusive of 94 square feet suitable for 
storage, has been allotted to the British West Indies and 
British Guiana, as compared with 999 square feet in 
1950. Altogether, 21 territories will stage exhibits in 
the Commonwealth Section.

The allocation of space between the various British 
Caribbean interests is as follows: Barbados, 148J 
square feet; British Guiana, 221J square feet; Jamaica, 
269 square feet; Trinidad and Tobago, 240 square feet; 
Windward Islands, 139| square feet; and the West 
Indian Sea Island Cotton Association, 130J square feet.

Colonial Development Corporation

It is announced by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that the periods of appointment of six of the 
part-time members of the Colonial Development Corpora­
tion expired on February 13th. In order to combine 
the advantages of continuity of policy with those of the 
periodical introduction of new members, the Secretary 
of State has decided to extend the appointments of three 
of these members for varying periods and to make three 
new appointments. The members whose appointments 
are renewed are :—

Mr. Hubert Nutcome Hume, C.B.E., M.C., for three years.
Mr. Herbert Mellor Gibson, J.P., for two years.
Sir Charles Galton Darwin, K.B.E., M.C., F.R.S., for one year.
Two new members have so far been appointed, 

namely:—
Professor William Arthur Lewis, Ph.D., Stanley Jevons 

Professor of Political Economy, Manchester University— 
for two years.

Mr. Granville Tyser, Director of Lazard Brothers & Co. and 
several other companies—for two years.

It is hoped to fill the last of these vacancies in the near 
future.

[Continued from preceding page)
Grenada, and is reported to have ordered the release of 
Mr. Gairy and Mr. Blaize on March 6th, and to have 
repealed the emergency regulations. There is, how­
ever, at the time of going to press no news of any settle­
ment. The Governor and Mr. E. W. Barltrop, the 
Secretary of State s labour adviser, are endeavouring to 
find a basis for negotiation between the parties. Reports 
indicate the impasse to be such that a basis may be 
difficult to find without some concessions on one side or 
the other A disturbing feature of the affair is that 
the Grenada authorities appear to have been handi­
capped throughout by the fact that the Trade Union and 
Trade Disputes Ordinance No. 6, of 1943, contains no 
provision with respect to illegal strikes and lock-outs 

It a meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee, held on February 22nd, the following 

10 candidates were admitted to membership :—
Name

Mr. Christopher Murray 
(Country)

Mr. William Breaks
(British Guiana)

Mr. John Roy Mansfield
Rocke (London)

Mrs. J. M. Campbell
(London)

Mr. Arthur Asher Shenfield,
M.Com., B.A., B.Sc. (Econ.),
B.L. (Country)

Mr. Simon John Vos 
(London)

Mr. Colin Ferguson Arthur, 
M.A. (Cantab.) (London)

Mr. Thomas Alexander Gall 
(London)

Mr. Dudley Francis Wilshin 
(London)

Major Kenneth Gordon, 
C.B.E., M.C. (London)

Proposer and Seconder 
Hon. G. Douglas Pile, o.b.e.
Mr. J. A. J. Murray
Mr. J. M. Campbell
Booker Bros. McConnell & 

Co., Ltd.
Mr. J. M. Campbell
Mr. David Powell
Mr. M. S. Moody-Stuart, m.c.
Sir Frederick Seaford, c.b.e.
Mr. J. M. du Buisson 
Mr. J. M. Campbell
Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, 

M.A., B.SC., F.G.S., F.I.P.

Mr. J. M. du Buisson
Mr. J. W. Pearl
Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller
Major A. A. Nathan 
Nathan & Godfrey, Ltd.
Major A. A. Nathan 
Nathan & Godfrey, Ltd. 
Mr. A. J. Ruthven-Murray, 

M.A., B.SC., F.G.S., F.I.P.

Mr. J. M. du Buisson

Obituary
The chairman referred, with great regret, to the 

deaths of the following members : Miss K. M. Arthur 
(Barbados) ; Hon. O. K. Henriques (Jamaica) ; and 
Mr. Leo I. Henzell, O.B.E. (Antigua).

Riverside Club
^he preliminary notice published on page 31 of the 

February issue of the Circular in regard to the 
Empire Societies’ Riverside Club did not make clear 
that all tickets have to be personal and non-transferable, 
like the membership of an ordinary club.

When the preliminary notice, issued and published in 
good faith, was drawn up, the fact was overlooked that 
membership of the various organizations represented 
on the Joint Empire Societies’ Conference is in some 
cases not on a personal basis. The Circular should 
not have been guilty of this oversight, for of course 
this applies to the West India Committee, and we tender 
all members an apology.

It will not be possible to issue more than one ticket 
to one individual representative of a firm as such. We 
are moreover now informed that a double season ticket 
covers the introduction of any one accompanying guest, 
and is not confined to a husband/wife association.

When the detailed notices appear it is to be made 
clear that applications must in the first instance be 
sent through the Society of which the applicant is a 
member, so that all members of the West India Com­
mittee wishing to join the club should now apply to the 
Committee at 40, Norfolk Street, and not direct to the 
Royal Empire Society. Cheques or money orders should 
be made payable to the Royal Empire Society.

M.Com
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Jamaica Cigar Industry

Request for Duty Reduction in U.K.
^HE following letter, dated February 23rd, was sent 

to Mr. James Griffiths, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, by the chairman of the West India Committee : 
Sir,

On April 15th, 1947, the rate of import duty of customs 
chargeable upon cigars entered for consumption in the 
United Kingdom under the British preferential tariff 
was raised from 41s. Ifd. to 61s. 5fd. per lb. On April 
6th, 1948, the rate was again raised to 64s. 9fd. per lb. 
The effect of these increases on consumption and revenue 
receipts is shown in the following figures :—

Weight of cigars Ditty in
Year in lb.
1946 ............... 251,391 517,049
1947 ............... 398,932 1,093,691
1948 ............... 157,182 500,006
1949 ............... 138,299 448,083
1950 ............... 160,688 520,645

The effect has been more painfully apparent among the 
working people of Jamaica, where employment in the 
cigar industry has declined by more than 50 per cent 
in the short space of three years, and where discharged 
employees recall with increasing perplexity how the 
British Government has never ceased to warn them of the 
dangers of relying too much on a single crop—sugar ■ 
and on the other hand continues to turn the deafest 
of ears to all entreaties to save, as they quite easily 
could, a once prosperous but now rapidly declining
industry.

The people of Jamaica believe—and their belief 
receives support from the figures quoted that a 
substantial reduction of the rates of duty alone can 
restore the consumption of cigars in the United Kingdom 
to the 1947 level, and thus arrest a decline which 
already has added far too much to the increasingly 
appalling problems of unemployment with which the 
harassed Government are seeking to grapple. They 
know beyond doubt that if the present duties are 
maintained distress which might be avoided will continue 
in the island. They feel that this is all the more un­
necessary because in their view a remedy can be provided 
by H.M. Government at little or no cost and perhaps 
even gain to the British Exchequer since, with increased 
consumption, the total yield from import duties on 
cigars might well increase under duties charged at a 
much lower rate per lb. They maintain further that 
it is contrary to what is known, particularly oi the 
habits of cigarette smokers, to suppose that an increase 
in the consumption of cigars would be offset to any 
appreciable extent by decreased consumption of tobacco
in other forms.

The Jamaica people are puzzled by what seems to 
them to be an obstinate attitude of H.M. Government 
in this matter in which the facts have been rePeatedly 
put before the Chancellor of the Exchequer and other 
competent authorities. They see funds bemg poured 
out lavishly from the Imperial Exchequer m honour 
of the British Governments pledges to recognize 
the principle that the interests, of inhabitants of 
these territories are paramount and to accept as 

sacred trust the obligation to promote to the utmost 
. . . the well-being of the inhabitants of these terri­
tories,” and they have in many cases seen H.M. Govern­
ment take extreme and costly risks in order to honour 
their pledges. They cannot understand why when a 
clear case is put forward, not for the introduction of 
something new, not even for the expansion of something 
that exists, but merely for the recapture of a position 
that has been lost in an important primary colonial 
industry, H.M. Government should find so much 
difficulty in putting into effect the very obvious remedy. 
Yet, in the absence of any other apparent explanation, 
it would appear that the only thing that deters H.M. 
Government is a fear that the granting of the necessary 
concession would jeopardize the revenue from other 
kinds of tobacco—tobacco which, incidentally, is manu­
factured more and more from leaf tobacco grown in 
other parts of the Empire where the producers grow 
more opulent daily.

My Committee hope that you will use your influence 
to persuade H.M. Government to direct a completely 
new look at this problem of the Jamaica cigar industry 
with a view to accepting from a loyal and enterprising 
colony a suggestion which, however deeply it may 
offend age encrusted conceptions of the revenue author­
ities, will unquestionably lead to a solid measure of 
development in this colony and welfare for its people.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) J. M. du Buisson, 
Chairman.

The following reply, dated February 28th, was 
received from the Colonial Office :—
Sir,

I am directed by Mr. Griffiths to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of February 23rd, 1951, on the 
subject of the impact of the United Kingdom import 
duty on the Jamaica cigar industry, the contents of 
which are noted.

2. This matter will be considered in the light of 
recommendations which are shortly expected from the 
Governor of Jamaica, following similar representations 
by the Jamaica Cigar Manufacturers’ Association 
Limited and the Jamaica Imperial Association.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

H. A. Harding.

(Continued from page 45) 
have undertaken to defray the cost of renovating three 
of the dioramas. Sir Frederick Seaford has undertaken 
to provide representative sugar canes from which 
realistic models can be made for the British Guiana 
display. .

Coincident with the opening of the Festival, however, 
will be the British Industries Fair, which is expected 
to be bigger and better than ever. At this exhibition 
the British West Indian colonies and British Guiana will 
be well represented. Their display has always been one 
of the most popular exhibits at the Fair, and it is antici­
pated that this year’s display will be no exception.
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Trinidad Fighter Squadron
T^he last report on the activities of No. 74 (Trinidad)

Squadron, R.A.F., appeared in the Circular for 
December, 1949. We have received the following 
account of their activities during 1950 :—

The Squadron is still commanded by Squadron 
Leader A. R. de L. Inniss, whose home is in Barbados.

During the past year we have had many changes in 
personnel, and we have unfortunately lost many of our 
old hands ; nevertheless, the winter training period and 
summer exercises have afforded us the opportunity to 
maintain our accustomed high state of efficiency.

We have taken part in many exercises and displays, 
which have been reported in the Press. We had the

good fortune to go to France for exercise “ Stardust ” 
and to Holland for “ Cupola.” Both visits were not 
only most informative, but most enjoyable. While in 
France, Flight Lieutenant Lynes gave a demonstration 
of low level, high speed aerobatics, which left the French 
gasping to say nothing of one French workman who 
was seen on his knees in the middle of Dijon airfield. 
It was never ascertained whether he was taking cover 
or praying. The C.O., particularly, found this visit 
most enjoyable, indulging in steaks and the wine of the 
country. Unfortunately his bottle of expensive perfume 
exploded at 35,000 feet on the way home, covering his 
best blue uniform in “ Carisse Salome.” Every time 
he puts on his best blue his thoughts still turn to Dijon ’

The last exercise of the year, “Emperor,” saw us 
operating from our home base where we were joined bv a 
Dutch squadron. Little difficulty was encountered in 
operating with the Dutch, who spoke English well. 
The city of Norwich entertained both our Squadrons

The Jute Imbroglio
Decontrol the Remedy

'T'he jute crisis in India has caused much concern in 
A that country, and a summary, in the March issue of 
the organ of the Economic Research Council, The 
Economic Digest, of an article contributed to the Eastern 
Economist of New Delhi discusses the impact on the 
industry of controls.

Before the Korean war it was India’s case that jute 
could only be purchased at prices which would make 
manufactured jute the cheapest packaging material in 
the world. With more than 60 per cent of the jute 
being grown in Pakistan, the non-devaluation of the 
Pakistan rupee and the fixation of controlled prices 
hindered free purchase of the raw material. The 
phenomenal rise in prices of manufactured jute has 
enabled the mills to run on a working week shortened 
to 42J hours without losing money, but India has been 
losing both foreign exchange and income tax.

Moreover, evasion of the controls on sales of raw 
jute and hoarding in expectation of higher prices have 
defeated the procurement campaign, despite the estab­
lishment by the West Bengal Government of a Central 
Jute Board, and the shortage of raw material has 
continued. The attempt to hold jute prices, states the 
article, has been inflationary ; “ for controls are in­
effective in any case and black market prices, which are 
the only prices that prevail, are reckoned on artificially 
reduced production. The true price of jute manu­
factures will be lowered, not raised, by decontrol. Only 
the fictitious paper price will rise.”

Two courses are held to be open to the Government of 
India to relieve the position : the negotiation of an 
agreement with Pakistan on outstanding economic 
issues ; and decontrol of jute prices. There should be 
no objection to both solutions being placed in train 
together. Encouragement to the grower is, in the last 
analysis, the best defence of the Indian jute industry.

Since the article was published there is news of a trade 
agreement between India and Pakistan which includes 
arrangements for the sale by Pakistan of raw jute to 
India. What this will do to improve the situation 
remains to be seen.

(Continued from preceding column)
on a grand scale and many firm friendships were made.

Perhaps the most notable achievement of the year was 
when the Squadron distinguished themselves by winning 
the Duncan Trophy. This trophy is to be presented 
annually to the squadron having the best instrument 
flying record during the year, and the “ Tigers ” naturally 
feel proud at being the first squadron in the Royal Air 
Force to win this event.

Year ended with a Squadron dance just before 
Christmas. This was a most enjoyable occasion and the 
general feeling of festive spirit was furthered among 
ai Sfluadr°n pilots by the crate of rum which Mr. H. 
Alan Walker, managing director of Caroni Ltd., had 
presented to the Squadron.

In conclusion, the Commanding Officer, officers and 
P1611 . • flying Tigers ” send their warmest greetings
to all Trinidadians.
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The New Castries The Colonial Office

Good Progress Being Made
AfR. J- M. Stow, the Administrator of St. Lucia, in a 

x recent speech to the members of the Legislative 
Council of that colony, gave a report on the progress 
made in the rebuilding of the capital, Castries, which 
was largely destroyed by fire in June, 1948. Mr. 
Stow said :—

“ His Excellency’s announcement in this House on 
July 24th concerning the generous additional assistance 
which His Majesty’s Government had decided to give 
was rightly acclaimed and, although plans had been 
made for a drastic reduction on some items in the recon­
struction programme, the Secretary of State was good 
enough to agree that the programme had already been 
reduced to the minimum during my visit to England 
in 1949 and that consequently no further reduction 
should be made.

“ It was accordingly decided that grant funds of the 
order of $4,920,000 and loan funds (subject to revision) 
of $1,729,958.40 should be made available to meet 
the cost of reconstruction and also that the colony 
should not commit itself to paying more than the 
statutory one per cent sinking fund on loans raised. 
During the year under review the housing scheme which 
is being carried out at a cost of $1,688,670.40 has 
nearly been completed and was formally opened by me 
in the Governor’s absence a few days ago. Here again 
the sympathetic hearing which the delegation received 
from the Secretary of State in London led to the pro­
portion of grant to loan funds being converted from 
50 per cent grant and 50 per cent colony loan funds to 
75 per cent and 25 per cent respectively. Rentals for 
the housing will soon be published.

“ The bonded warehouse is complete and the customs 
offices are nearing completion. The former, I hope, 
may during the year be instrumental in capturing some 
transhipment cargo trade for St. Lucia.

“ The new Jeremie and Bridge Street roads and others 
necessitated by the town plan are in progress while 
most of the sewers have been laid in the town.

“ During 1951 it is expected that work on the port and 
police station, police barracks, the post office, law courts, 
town board and government offices and library will be 
started and it is hoped that they will be completed m 

1952“I have been most encouraged since my return to 
see the gathering momentum of private building without 
which the new Castries will be bleak and shabby.

“ The business of reallocating sites within the burnt 
out area in conformity with the new plan is being most 
adroitly handled by the Commissioner for Reconstruction 
and indeed, his accomplishment has flaunted the 
advice of some of the best town planning experts who 
predicted that, without wholesale expropriation of the 
whole burnt-out area, no redistribution of sites was 
possible I should also like to express my gratitude for 
steady progress made to the Colonial Development 
Corporation and staff of Holland,
to the executive architect and his staff, and to the SL 
Lucian artisans and labourers who are making such a 
significant contribution to the rebuilding of the town.

Alteration in Plans of New Building
T^he following statement was made in the House of 
x Commons on February 20th by Mr. Stokes, Minister 
of Works, and in the House of Lords on the same day by 
Lord Morrison, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, regarding the revised plans for the new 
Colonial office building :—

“ In view of the public interest in this question, 
and the views expressed both in this House and in 
another place, the Government have reconsidered the 
plans for a building on the Stationery Office and West­
minster Hospital sites. The plans will be revised so 
as to set back the pavilions on each side of the building 
facing the Abbey a further 30 feet. This means that the 
main face of the building will be 72 feet back from the 
line of the old hospital frontage, and the pavilions will 
be 48 feet back from that line.

“ No change will be made in the height of the building, 
which is within the limits laid down in the Public 
Offices (Site) Act, 1947.

“ About one-third of the hospital site was to be 
surrendered for amenity purposes. Under the new 
scheme over half will be so surrendered, so that the 
prospect of the Abbey and other surrounding buildings 
will be greatly improved, and it will be easier to meet 
possible future traffic requirements. Any further 
setting back would mean adding to the height of the 
building, which I am anxious to avoid.

“lam satisfied that the building to be erected on this 
site in accordance with the revised plans will result 
in a real improvement in the planning of this important 
area, and that the building itself will provide a head­
quarters for the Colonial Empire of which we may all 
be proud.”

Although a number of supplementary questions were 
put to both Ministers, it was obvious that there was 
general agreement in principle in both Houses to the 
new proposal. Readers of the Circular will recall 
that in November last we published an illustration 
showing the site of the new Colonial Office and made 
reference to the correspondence which had proceeded in 
The Times regarding the size of the proposed building.

British Honduras Citrus

According to a report from the Citrus Company of 
British Honduras, quoted in the February, 1951, issue 
of the Intelligence Bulletin published by the Common­
wealth Economic Committee, the 1950-51 crop of 
grapefruit amounted to about 250,000 cases (each of 
about 85 lb. net) or about 50,000 cases more than in 
1949-50. . r

Some 75,000 cases were exported fresh and the 
remaining 175,000 cases are being processed. The 
corresponding figures for 1949-50 were 90,000 cases and 
110 000 cases. Of the processed fruit, canned grapefruit 
sections are sold to the Ministry of Food United 
Kingdom. The grapefruit juice goes mainly to Canada.

The output of oranges of 1950-51 crop totalled 10,000 
cases, none of which was shipped as fresh fruit and about 
half of which has been used for canning.
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Jamaica Political Scene
Farmers’ Union to be Formed

By H. P. Jacobs
February 3rd, agricultural producers made a 

sensational move. The Hon. A. S. Campbell, 
manager of the Innswood sugar estates in St. Catherine, 
and a member of the Legislative Council, had called a 
meeting of fanners and others at Innswood for that day. 
Rumours had gone about that this was the first move in 
the formation of a new political party. Actually, after a 
discussion, the meeting decided not to form a party, but 
to appoint a steering committee to organize a National 
Farmers’ Union or Jamaica Farmers’ Association.

Two of the speeches at Innswood, however, were in 
themselves sufficient to create consternation in political 
circles. The Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood, a member of the 
Legislative Council, chairman of the Central Committee 
of Primary Producers, of the Sugar Manufacturers’ 
Association, and of the Citrus Growers’ Association, 
declared that there was widespread corruption in both 
political parties, and implied that he could and would 
expose individuals. Mr. Rudolph Burke, president of 
the Jamaica Agricultural Society, outlined a general 
theory of political action which amounted to challenging 
the whole basis of both parties.

Mr. Burke declared that the domination of an agricul­
tural country by the capital and of the whole community 
by labour unions made it necessary for farmers to form 
their own union. Few men in the elected house, he felt, 
were familiar with agriculture and its problems. Few of 
those engaged in the very important business of running 
the country had any real knowledge of business, he said.

The producers, said Mr. Burke, had every right to 
consider themselves qualified to have an effective voice 
in the government of the country : for they had learned, 
in their commodity associations, to run big business on 
democratic lines.

In attacking colour cleavages and the domination of 
politics by unions, and proposing to substitute a new 
balance of interests, with a broad, humane, and sym­
pathetic nationalism, for the characteristic hate- 
campaigns, Mr. Burke was sketching a new future in 
which it would be difficult to imagine either of the 
present parties functioning very happily.

But, lest the politicians might think this new message 
of peace lacked effective sanctions, Mr. Kirkwood 
poured the vials of his wrath on the politicians of both 
parties. Charging politicians with graft, racketeering 
and ignorance, Mr. Kirkwood declared that the country 
needed a better stamp of man to represent it in the 
Lower House and on missions abroad. Farmers, he 
said, had better do something quickly; for in his 
opinion there would be a general election this year.

Many farmers who have actively supported one of the 
existing parties are now reconsidering their position. 
They are divided in their views. Some are unwilling 
to break their political ties too quickly and rudely: 
they favour a Farmers’ Union as a pressure group 
influencing policy and choice of candidates. Others 
stand for a clean cut and a third party. What happens, 
they ask, if both parties run undesirable candidates in a 
constituency? If farmers must then put up their own 
candidate, why not organize on party lines right away ?

U.K. Sugar Rationing

Effect on Cost of Living
Letters from British housewives are now appearing 

in the United Kingdom press which express their 
concern at the way in which the continued rationing of 
sugar is putting up the cost of living.

The following letter, which appeared in the Daily 
Telegraph and Morning Post on February 23rd, under 
the heading of “ Sugar Debit, £1,” is an example :—

Sir,—With thousands of other good cooks, I support 
the views expressed by Mrs. Plummer on the sugar 
position. I have a surge of indignation against the 
miserable incompetence of the Ministry of Food when I 
work out that the lack of sugar costs me roughly ¿1 
per week more to live.

I have three growing boys and the following items, 
which I regularly made before the war, are for a family 
of five :—

Yours faithfully, 
R. V. Howell.

Bought in 
shops

Made at 
home 
s. d.s. d.

Good toffees, l^lb. 6 0 9
Cake, 2 lb. 5 0 1 2
Biscuits, 1 lb. 2 0 9
Tomato sauce (own fruit) 1 3 3
Bottle chutney (own apples) 2 6 3
Soft drink 3 0 8
2 lb. jam (own wild fruit) 2 8 6
2 lb. marmalade 2 8 1 0

Total 25 1 5 4

Jamaica Manufactures

Output in 1949
Mr. M. B. Palmer, Canadian Government Trade 

Commissioner in Kingston, Jamaica, contributes a 
note on manufacturing production in Jamaica to 
Foreign Trade in the issue of January 27th.

Production in 1940, 1948 and 1949, and wholesale 
values for the latter year, are given in tabular form, 
as follows :—

There were appreciable gains in 1949, particularly in 
the output of sugar, rum, alcohol, margarine, soap, 
condensed milk and cornmeal. A drop in the production 
of beer was accounted for by an increase in the excise 
tax in that year.

Wholesale

Commodity 1940 1948 1949
value, 1949 

(¿’000)
Sugar, ’000 tons.................. 99 193 238 5,764
Rum and alcohol, ’000 liq. 

gal..................................... 1,522 2,149 3,074 3,074
Beer, ’000 liq. gal. 168 1,191 696 255
Aerated waters, ’000 gal. 532 2,003 2,397 570
Edible oil, ’000 gal. 334 344 316 179
Shortening, ’000 lb. 994 2,232 3,233 224
Margarine, ’000 lb. 1,563 2,451 3,164 236
Soap, '000 lb. 2,442 9,920 11,904 531
Condensed milk, ’000 lb. 1,532 9,724 11,634 502
Cornmeal, ’000 lb. — 9,441 10,855 192
Matches, 50 gr. boxes ... 3,000 4,049 3,841 106
Cigarettes, ’000,000 261 438 422 1,583
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C.D;C. and Bagasse

Tn an article based on the survey of the products 
obtainable from bagasse included by Mr. Walter

Scott in his review of the industrial utilization of sugar 
cane by-products recently published by the Caribbean 
Commission, the Manchester Guardian recently criticized 
the use of bagasse as fuel and suggested that the Colonial 
Development Corporation could do more than has so 
far been done to encourage the production from bagasse 
of paper and building boards.

The criticism produced the following reply from the 
corporation, and the letter from the Cellulose Develop­
ment Corporation which succeeds it.
Sir,

In a recent article you draw attention to the fact 
that large quantities of bagasse—potential raw material 
for the manufacture of paper and other cellulosic 
products—are disposed of annually by burning as fuel. 
The report by Mr. Walter Scott, to which you refer, 
reviews possible uses of this waste residue from sugar 
cane, but the idea of converting it into fibre board and 
paper is not new, and has been given careful considera­
tion by the leading sugar concerns in the Caribbean 
area and elsewhere.

In addition to raw materials for actual manufacture, 
large quantities of fuel and water are needed to maintain 
economic operation of any plant producing fibre board 
or paper, and in the case of bagasse alternative cheap 
fuel has to be found for the sugar factories. Trinidad 
is the only area where adequate supplies of an alternative 
fuel are economically available in the Caribbean, and 
this is believed to have exerted a limiting influence on 
the greater exploitation there of sugar cane waste.

Bagasse is most suited to the manufacture of soft- 
board, but as yet it has not been possible technically to 
produce a commercially satisfactory product without 
adding a considerable proportion of waste paper or 
pulp. Very little, if any, hardboard, again largely for 
technical reasons, is being made from bagasse in the 
world to-day. . ,, ,Your article then goes on to quote the suggestion that 
“the manufacture of newsprint from bagasse has 
become an economic possibility worth considering m t e 

CaNewsprint, as it is universally accepted by the trade 
at the present time, is of necessity one of the cheapest 
forms of paper, and consequently is based largely on 
coniferous pulp produced by mechanical 
the case of bagasse, conversion to pulp is only P0^1® 
by the addition of chemicals, and so far no method has 
been developed commercially for producing a mechanical 
X from this material. Also, paper from bagasse in 
its present stage of development has not been found 
nnXss the characteristics desirable for newsprint. 
SsSfUS 

the Caribbean. Yours ’ Winterbotham.

Colonial Development Corporation, London, W.l.

Sir,
We have been interested to read your recent leading 

article on the manufacture of paper from sugar cane 
bagasse, and the letter from the Colonial Development 
Corporation on February 12th.

As technical consultants, consulting engineers, and 
machinery suppliers to the pulp and paper industry, we 
should like to add to what has already been said on this, 
since it vitally concerns the welfare of the Common­
wealth.

Fine papers made from 95 per cent bagasse have been 
produced commercially since 1941 in the Philippines 
by a company to whom we are technical consultants. 
That these papers are sold in Manila in open unprotected 
competition with comparable-grade imported American 
papers would seem to prove beyond doubt the technical 
and economic soundness of the process.

Further, one of the biggest sugar producers in Brazil 
has placed a contract with us for the erection of a 
complete bagasse pulp and fine-paper mill, to be erected 
in the State of Sao Paulo ; production is expected to 
begin in 1952. We have also specified and shipped 
the complete pulp mill equipment for a bleached bagasse 
pulp production of twenty tons per day to Bihar Pro­
vince, India, and this plant is expected to go into 
production very shortly. Another smaller plant is being 
constructed in South India.

These developments indicate that the use of bagasse 
for producing paper-making cellulose is far beyond the 
experimental stage, and we suggest that what is now 
required is an energetic application of what is already 
known to the actual production of paper „rather than 
spending further time on “ investigations.”

As for the supply of bagasse, sugar mills generally 
are so designed as to bum the maximum quantity of this 
material to avoid the embarrassment of stocks accumu­
lating. Bagasse for paper-making can be provided 
partly by improving the efficiency of the existing steam­
raising boilers, and also by using alternative fuel, such 
as coal or oil. The yield of high-grade pulp which can 
be obtained from the bagasse fully justifies this sub­
stitution of an alternative fuel, even though the prices 
for the latter are relatively high, especially in view of 
the current very high price being fetched by pulp and 
its great scarcity throughout the world.

The use of bagasse for paper-making has special 
significance for the Commonwealth because of our 
comparative dependence on the already overtaxed wood 
supplies of North America (i.e. dollars) and Scandinavia. 
The only other principal source of suitable wood is 
Soviet Russia and her satellites, such as Poland.

Yours, &c.,
R. Duce.

Cellulose Development Corporation, Ltd.
9 Anselm Road, Hatch End,

Middlesex.
February 22nd, 1951.

Mr. E. A. Saffie, vice-president and engineer of the 
firm of Saffie Bros., textile corporation of the U.5.A 
arrived in Trinidad on February 13th to work on the 
installation of the mill of the new $2,500,000 textile 
factory which is going up at Arima. The estimated date 
of completion is in two months time.
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Jamaica Symphony Orchestra

A Bold Scheme
By a Special Correspondent

One day during the spring of 1948, Mr. Jim Verity, 
son of Mr. D. J. Verity, of the Sugar Manufacturers’ 

Association (of Jamaica) Ltd., read in an English news­
paper that a film company was about to begin operations 
in Jamaica, and that broadcasting was also to be 
developed. He had been a professional musician in 
England since 1928, and is at present sub-principal 
viola with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra under 
Sir Thomas Beecham. During those 20 years he had 
had in his mind the founding of a permanent professional 
orchestra and school of music for Jamaica, and on 
reading of these developments came to the conclusion 
that this was the time for putting his ideas into some 
practical form.

He formulated a scheme which he submitted to the 
Colonial Office and to the Jamaica Government, and 
although the scheme was approved in principle at the 
time it was not until recently that anything practical 
was done about it.

At the end of his recent American tour with the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Mr. Verity went home 
to Jamaica on a visit, with the result that to-day the 
formation of an orchestra and school of music is well 
on the way to becoming an accomplished fact.

On December 28th of last year a meeting was held at 
British Council House in Kingston and Mr. Verity 
outlined his scheme. He was invited by this meeting 
to extend his stay in Jamaica, and to investigate the 
possibility of forming such an orchestra and school. 
The results of these investigations have been most 
successful.

Here, briefly, is the scheme. It is proposed that Mr. 
Verity will take to Jamaica 15 first-class musicians who 
play all the instruments that go to make up an orchestra. 
Some of these musicians will be West Indian. These 
15 musicians will form the nucleus of the orchestra, 
which will give concerts all over the island, to every 
type of audience. Programmes will be specially 
designed to suit each particular audience, and prices 
will also be fixed so as to embrace all income groups.

These musicians, together with those recruited locally, 
will also engage in broadcasting, and will be required 
to staff the school of music, which will have its head­
quarters in Kingston. Regional and sub-regional 
schools will be set up in other parts of the island, and in 
this the organizers have the full co-operation of the 
Director of Education.

This school will be for the benefit of all classes of 
the community and the organizers have given an 
assurance that no prospective pupil will be refused the 
opportunity to learn an instrument merely because he 
or she cannot afford to pay the fees which will be 
charged for tuition in the school. Once the organizers 
are satisfied that any person has talent and cannot 
really afford the fees he or she will be taught free of cost. 
1 his school is to be for the people from whatever section 
ot the community they may come.

A scheme has been evolved whereby any person or 
organization who subscribes £50 or more annually will 

have the right to nominate one pupil for free tuition.
The operation of this scheme will cost £20,000 

annually. How will the money be found ?
The Jamaica Government has promised to subscribe, 

so have the Kingston and St. Andrews Corporation, 
and many public bodies, firms, hotels, and individuals 
interested in culture and education and in giving a 
community life to the people of Jamaica.

An appeal to the public for funds was launched in the 
Press on February 17th and results so far are very 
encouraging. Subscribers become members of the 
Jamaica Philharmonic Society, which will be the govern­
ing body of the orchestra and school, and annual 
membership fees are as follows : governor, £100 (or 
more) ; patron, £50 (or more) ; founder, £10 ; associate, 
£5 ; members, £1.

Governors and patrons will be asked to nominate a 
pupil for free tuition for every £50 subscribed, and like all 
other subscribers wijl be granted concert concessions in 
proportion to the sum subscribed.

The appeal committee is comprised of : chairman, 
Hon. C. R. Campbell, C.B.E. ; vice-chairman, Mr. 
Martin Blake, M.A. ; hon. treasurer, Hon. Robert 
Newton; hon. secretary, Mr. Thomas Murray, Mus.B.; 
and Mrs. Vera Moody, M.B.E., Professor P. M. Sherlock, 
Hon. Harold Houghton, Mr. T. E. Sealy, Mr. Arthur 
Hendriks, Mr. H. P. Straker, Mr. W. McLing, Mr. Robert 
Verity and Mr. Clinton Nunes.

It is estimated that in the first year the orchestra can 
earn, together with fees from the school, approximately 
£12,000, but it is necessary to have the initial £20,000 
in hand before contracts can be issued.

This project is one of great cultural and educational 
value to Jamaica—indeed to all the West Indies. It is 
envisaged that it will in time embrace all the West 
Indies and that before long it will become entirely West 
Indian in its personnel.

It is a scheme which deserves the full support of those 
interested in West Indians and the West Indies.

Research in the Caribbean

The second 1949 supplement*  to the Year Book of 
Caribbean Research has now been received, and deals 
with agriculture, fisheries and forestry.

It is compiled on similar lines to the medical supple­
ment which was reviewed on page 10 of the January, 
1951, issue of the Circular, but is of much more imposing 
dimensions, containing 296 large 4to pages against 
65 in the former.

Information is given on 621 projects, and, as in the 
medical section, there is a distinct improvement in the 
quality of the summaries. Crop husbandry research 
projects are still in progress in the greatest number, 
but there is evidence of increasing attention to animal 
husbandry and veterinary science, particularly in 
respect of nutrition and management.

There are a bibliography of research studies published 
m 1948 and 1949, a list of research institutions and 
personnel, and a useful index.

*Year Book of Caribbean Research, 1949, Supplement, Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Forestry, Caribbean Commission, Kent 
Mouse, Port-of-Spam, Trinidad, 1950.
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The Torquay Conference

Questions in the Commons
A series of questions was put to Mr. Harold Wilson, 

President of the Board of Trade, in the House of 
Commons on February 15th, regarding the Torquay 
Conference. The questions and answers as published 
in Hansard are given in full below :—

Mr. Julian Amery: (1) Why were His Majesty’s 
Government’s representatives at the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade Conference at Torquay instructed to 
support article XXIX, sub-paragraph one, of the agree­
ment, which states that the contracting parties under­
take to observe to the fullest extent of their executive 
authority certain provisions of the Havana Charter 
pending its acceptance, seeing that this course nullifies 
the pledge already given that Parliament will have a 
full opportunity of debating the Havana Charter before 
commitments are accepted by His Majesty’s Govern­
ment in relation thereto ;

(2) whether he will arrange for the proposals contained 
in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, as set 
out in Command Paper No. 8048, to be debated by 
Parliament before being put into operation by His 
Majesty’s Government ;

(3) whether it is the intention of His Majesty’s Govern­
ment to ratify the Havana Charter.

Mr. Russell: (1) when the provisional consolidated 
text of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
will be submitted to Parliament for approval;

(2) if he will put forward a proposal that membership 
of the Executive Committee of the Interim Commission 
of the International Trade Organization should be chosen 
from countries which are contracting parties to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

Mr. H. Wilson : I apologize for the length of the 
answer. As regards question No. (1), there was no 
discussion of article XXIX of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade at the recent session of the contract­
ing parties to the Agreement at Torquay, and no instruc­
tions on this matter were, therefore, required by or 
given to the United Kingdom Delegation. But the 
fact that article XXIX of the Agreement requires 
Governments’ parties thereto to observe the general 
principles embodied in the I.T.O. Charter was clearly 
stated during the debate on the Geneva Tariff Agreement 
on January 29th, 1948, when approval was given to the 
provisional application of the Agreement by the United 
Kingdom. I cannot, therefore, accept the suggestion 
that His Majesty’s Government have not kept their 
pledges to Parliament.

As regards questions Nos. (2) and (3) by Mr. Amery 
and No 1 by Mr. Russell, I would refer the hon. Members 
to the reply which I gave on February 8th to a question 
by my hon. Friend the Member for Ealing, North (Mr 
f Hudson). [See Circular, February issue, page 37.] 
J As regards question No. (2) by Mr. Russell, since there 
is no prospect in view of the establishment 
proposed International Trade Organization it is unhkety 
that there will be any important tasks for the Interim 
Commission to perform, and I do not th t y 
useful purpose would be served by seeking to alto the 
membership of its Executive Committee. Iitteen ol 

the 20 countries represented on this Committee are, 
in fact, parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade.

Mr. Amery : While welcoming the assurance given 
by the President the other day that the House would be 
consulted before the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade was ratified by the Government, may I ask 
if he can also assure the House that, pending ratification, 
he will not commit this country to any long-term pro­
visional arrangements, which might be of indefinite 
duration, without first consulting the House ?

Mr. Wilson : There will be no further commitment 
in this respect without further consultation with the 
House. As I think the hon. Gentleman knows, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is at present 
subject to provisional application from which we could 
withdraw on giving 60 days’ notice.

Mr. Russell: May I ask the right hon. Gentleman two 
questions ? First, in view of the fact that only one 
country has ratified the Havana Charter, why is it 
that an attempt is being made to bring in about two- 
thirds of the Havana Charter by the back door through 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade ? Second, 
if the Interim Commission of the proposed International 
Trade Organization is not needed, why is it in existence 
at all; why not abolish it ?

Mr. Wilson : With regard to the first question, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade was adopted 
as an instrument on its own merits by the House in 
January, 1948. If there were to be any question of 
ratifying it, or adhering to it on any other than a pro­
visional basis, we should, of course, first debate it, and 
all the clauses that are in it, in the House. With regard 
to the second supplementary question, it was only a 
few days ago that I announced on behalf of His Majesty’s 
Government that there would now be no question of 
our recommending the I.T.O. Charter to Parliament. 
It was only a few days before that that the United 
States Administration decided they were not pursuing 
it. Therefore, we have still to consider the position of 
the Interim Commission.

Mr. Boothby : Does not the right hon. Gentleman 
think that the time has come to put a stop to all this 
nonsense? It costs a lot of money and has done no 
good to anybody.

Mr. Wilson : I do not think I can accept what the 
hon. Gentleman has said.

Mr Lennox-Boyd : From what the right hon. Gentle­
man has said, is the House entitled to draw the conclusion 
that without further reference to Parliament, nothing 
will be done at Torquay which could not be repudiated 
in 60 days’ time. .

Mr Wilson : So far as the application of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade is concerned, that is the 
position. Indeed, there is now nothing left to be done 
at Torquay on the General Agreement because those 
discussions concluded before Christmas. Tariff negotia­
tions are a separate matter. Anything affecting the 
United Kingdom tariff would obviously require the assent 
of the House. , , „ rLord Dunglass : Under what procedure of Parliament 
will these tariff arrangements be put before ^he House . 
Will the right hon. Gentleman recommend to the Lo 
President of the Council that we must have a full debate 

(Continued on page 57)
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U.S. Citrus Subsidies

Correspondence with Colonial Office
Tn last Circular we published a series of questions 

and answers which had passed in the House of 
Commons regarding the United States export subsidies 
on citrus fruit.

These subsidies are a matter of much concern to 
citrus growers in Jamaica, and on their behalf the 
West India Committee recently brought the matter 
to the attention of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. The correspondence reproduced below will 
be of interest to all West Indian citrus growers :—

From the West India Committee to
The Secretary of State for the Colonies

14th December, 1950. 
Sir,

I have the honour to invite your attention to the 
enclosed copy of a letter* which has been addressed by 
Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, of the Citrus Company of Jamaica, 
Ltd., to Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood, chairman of the Citrus 
Growers’ Association, who, in turn, has passed it to the 
West India Committee for such action as may be possible. 
In a covering letter Mr. Kirkwood says :—

“ Once again, whilst urging the Commonwealth to 
do away with tariff preferences, the United States 
is taking active steps to force her surpluses on to 
the world market at a price below that which is paid 
by the American consumer.”
In transmitting this letter to you, I am directed to 

say that the West India Committee are amazed that a 
country such as the United States of America, which is 
professedly wedded to a desire to free world trade, should 
on the one hand be seeking to reduce preferences within 
the British Commonwealth on a wide range of goods, 
and on the other hand indulge in export subsidies on a 
scale with which British products cannot compete.

The Jamaica Citrus Growers’ Association and, indeed, 
all citrus growers in the British colonies of the Caribbean 
will be anxious to know what steps His Majesty’s Govern­
ment contemplate taking towards protecting the citrus 
industry against a threat of this kind. It is hardly 
necessary to add that the British West Indies will be 
extremely perturbed if in the light of this latest evidence 
of the determination of the United States Government 
to deal ruthlessly with all opposition any action is taken 
by His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
that will tend still further to strengthen the hands of 
their competitors. In this connexion I am asked to 

folIowin8 fr™ Page 112 of the current issue 
oi 1 he Empire Producer :—

“ There is reason to believe that the United States is 
asking for the preference on grapefruit to be halved— 
to 2s. 6d. a cwt. The short answer to any such request 
is that for the nine months in the year when American 
continental and insular grapefruit is in season in the 
United States the duty is 12s. a cwt. with free entry 
for fruit grown m Puerto Rico and other American 
colonial territories, i.e. a preference to these territories 
ot 12s. a cwt as against the existing United Kingdom 
preference of 5s. Information as to a request for 

a reduction in the preference on oranges is less 
definite but in this case as in that of grapefruit it 
should not be overlooked that should the United 
Kingdom Government give away part of the existing 
preference any advantage secured by the country 
negotiating the reduction would be enjoyed by 
Brazil and would also apply to Israel and Spain in 
the event of those countries being admitted to the 
G.A.T.T.”
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) A. E. V. Barton,

Secretary.

From the Secretary of State 
to the West India Committee

January 12th, 1951. 
Sir,

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Griffiths to thank 
you for your letter of December 14th, 1950, on the 
subject of the United States export subsidies on citrus 
fruit and to say that he has taken note of the views of 
your Committee.

I am to say that the provisions of the General Agree­
ment on Tariffs and Trade relating to subsidies (Article 
XVI) do not preclude the maintenance of export 
subsidies of this type but require the contracting party 
concerned to give written notification of the extent and 
nature of, and the reasons for, the subsidies, and upon 
request to discuss the possibility of limiting the sub­
sidization to avoid unnecessary damage to the interests 
of other contracting parties.

Mr. Griffiths is consulting the Governments of the 
West Indian colonies about the effect which these 
subsidies may have on the trade of the West Indies 
and he will consider what action is necessary when he 
has received the views of those Governments. It 
would not seem to be appropriate to make representa­
tions under Article XVI of the General Agreement 
solely on behalf of Jamaica since, at the request of the 
Government of the colony, His Majesty’s Government 
has not acceded on behalf of Jamaica to the Protocol 
of Provisional Application of the Agreement.

With reference to the passage from the current issue 
of The Empire Producer, quoted in your letter, express­
ing a belief that the United States was asking for a 
reduction in the preference on grapefruit, I am to say that 
it is not possible to reveal the requests which any 
Government has made during the negotiations at 
Torquay because these negotiations are strictly secret, 
but you may rest assured that no concessions will be 
made without taking full account of possible reper­
cussions on the West Indian grapefruit trade.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. A. C. Mathieson.

Trinidad Budget
The 1951 Trinidad budget, presented to the Legis­

lative Council on November 17th, 1950, was adopted 
by the council, after three-and-a-half days’ debate, 
on January 23rd, 1951. 7
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West Indies at Westminster

Dollar Earnings and Expenditure, Bahamas. Asked by 
Dr. King what were the average dollar earnings and expenditure 
in the Bahamas for the years 1945 to 1950, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, in a written reply of February 
12th, stated that he could not give figures of individual territories’ 
dollar earnings and expenditure.

British Honduras Fruit Trees. Mr. P. Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware of the 
large unsatisfied demand for fruit trees for planting by small­
holders in British Honduras ; what steps were being taken to 
increase the supply of planting material; and what fruits were 
being recommended with a view to improving the diet of the 
people of the colony.

In a written reply of February 16th, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
he was making inquiries of the Governor and would write to 
Mr. Smithers when he had the information.

British Sugar Ration. In answer to questions put to him 
on February 19th, the Minister of Food, Mr. Maurice Webb, 
said that the sugar ration had been increased from eight oz. to 
10 oz. a week as from January 1st. In addition to this increase, 
there would be six bonuses of one pound each in 1951.

Historic Buildings, Antigua. Asked by Mr. Peter Smithers 
on February 21st whether he was aware of the bad repair of the 
historic buildings of Lord Nelson’s dockyard at English Harbour, 
Antigua, and whether he would open a fund or otherwise take 
steps to make their restoration possible, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, Mr. James Griffiths, said that he was already in 
consultation with the Governor about the state of repair of those 

buildings.
G.A.T.T. Resolutions. Mr. Russell asked the President 

of the Board of Trade on February 22nd if he would publish the 
text of the resolutions passed by the contracting parties to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at their meeting at 

Torquay last autumn.
Mr. Harold Wilson said that he did not think that those 

resolutions were of sufficient general interest to justify publica­
tion as a Command Paper, but copies were being placed in the 
Library. He was also sending copies to Mr. Russell.

There was no reply when Sir Herbert Williams asked if Mr. 
Wilson could say how much it costs this country to pass a 
resolution of not sufficient value to be printed.

Shipping Services. Asked by Mr. I. Winterbottom what 
steps he was taking to provide more adequate shipping services 
between England and the British colonies in the West Indies, 
the Minister of Transport, Mr. Barnes, stated in a written reply 
of February 19th that shipping space between Britain and the 
West Indies was adequate for the cargo offering. He was aware 
that at present there was considerable pressure on the passenger 
accommodation available on that route and the position was 
being examined by the Colonial Office and his department.

Colonial Students in the U.K. Mr. P. Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies how many colonial students 
studying in Britain with the assistance of United Kingdom or 
other Government funds were married ; and1 how many.ofthe 
said married students were accompanied by their wives 

hUInaa written reply of February 19th, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
the figure was approximately 520, of whom 1I8 were accompanied 
by the“- Xes o? husbands. In some cases both husband and 

wife were students.

R1CO- - r 1 WAhmarv 14th Mr. Griffiths stated that
In a written reply of February 14tnx Leeward Islands

a uniform policy could not be widel between the Presi-
generally since conditions d ion ^.as therefore in the

^he^o Rico system

$ on profit-sharing, lines was 

under consideration. Useful progress had been made in acquir­
ing estates for land settlement on an individual holding basis, 
particularly in Antigua, where 12,000 acres had been so utilised.

Maroons of Accompong. Mr. Driberg asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on February 21st if a procedure for the 
election of a new colonel of the Maroons of Accompong had been 
agreed ; and if he would make a statement.

Mr. James Griffiths said that he understood from the Acting 
Governor of Jamaica that Mr. T. J. Cawley had been elected 
colonel.

Mr. Driberg then asked Mr. Griffiths if, in view of the remark­
able history of those people, he would do his best to ensure that, 
under the leadership of their new colonel, they would be able 
to preserve their identity and that measure of self-government 
that they had always enjoyed.

Mr. Griffiths replied in the affirmative.
West Indian Decimal Currency. Mr. R. Robinson asked 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he could give details of 
the new decimal currency which it was proposed to introduce 
in the West Indies ; what denominations of coins would be 
issued ; in what colonies it would be used ; and when it would 
be introduced.

In a written answer of February 21st, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
the new coins which were to be issued by the newly constituted 
Currency Board in the West Indies would consist of 50, 20, 10 
and 5 cent pieces made of cupro-nickel in the proportion of 
75 per cent copper and 25 per cent nickel; and of one-cent and 
half-cent pieces of bronze. New notes would also be issued, 
in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 100 dollars. The territor­
ies in which the new coinage would be issued were those which 
had agreed to adopt a unified currency, namely, Trinidad, 
British Guiana, Barbados, the Leeward Islands and the Windward 
Islands. No date had been fixed for its introduction.

Caribbean Union Commission. Mr. P. Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on February 21st what steps 
had been taken by His Majesty’s Government towards imple­
menting the recommendations of the Commission upon the 
Unification of Public Services in the British Caribbean ; and what 
further steps it was proposed to take.

Mr. Griffiths said that the report of the Commission had been 
referred to the Governors of the territories concerned for con­
sideration by the Legislatures. Only the Legislative Council of 
St. Vincent had yet completed consideration of the report, 
and it had approved the Commission’s recommendations. The 
implementation of the report depended primarily on the decisions 
of the Legislatures, and it had been made clear that His Majesty’s 
Government had no wish to prejudge or influence those decisions.

In a supplementary question, Mr. Smithers said that while 
he agreed that that was a matter for the Legislatures, as there 
seemed to be a likelihood of general approval of those reforms 
could not the Secretary of State urge the Legislatures to complete 
their discussions as soon as possible.

Mr Griffiths replied : “I am sure that the hon. Member will 
appreciate and will agree with me that in a matter of this kind, 
beyond commending it to their earnest consideration, I do not 
think we should try to bring pressure upon them to speed up 
their consideration.”

Commonwealth Sugar Prices. Mr. Osborne asked the 
Minister of Food why he increased the price for Commonwealth 
sugar by a uniform rise of 65s. per ton to ¿30 10s. a ton, when one 
country did not make any claim for an increase and another 
asked for an increase only of 35s. per ton ; and, in view of this, 
why the price for Commonwealth raw sugar in 1951 had been 
fixed at ¿32 17s. 6d. per ton.

In his written reply of February 26th, Mr. Maurice Webb 
stated ‘ ‘‘A uniform price has been fixed annually for Common­
wealth'sugar for the past 10 years. When increases of price 
have been agreed, they have been based upon such evidencei of 
increased costs as was available so as to arrive at a fair ave£^e 
price for all the Commonwealth producing countries. Ihis 
method has been followed in 1950 and 19ol and has resulted 
in the price increases referred to by the hon Member. Dis 
cussions will take place during the course ^of this year with 
representatives of Commonwealth sugar producers to see what
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can. be done to introduce greater precision into the method of 
fixing prices under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. 1 
should add, however, that this uniform price for all the Common­
wealth sugar supplies was finally agreed to, after negotiation, 
at their own united request.”

Colonial Students’ London Hostel. On February 21st the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies was asked by Mr. P. Smithers 
on what principle colonial students were selected for admission 
to the Hans Crescent Hostel; and whether any preference was 
given to students who were preparing for Government service.

Mr. Griffiths said that the aim was to produce a balanced 
student community, widely representative not only of the 
various colonial territories but also of the different subjects 
of study. Priority was given to new arrivals in the United 
Kingdom, for whom up to half the places were reserved. Thirty- 
five places were reserved for 15 cadets taking the First Devonshire 
Course and 20 English students attending London University, 
who in turn released a corresponding number of places at their 
hostels for colonial students. This admixture of U.K. students 
had been a conspicuous success. The future career of a student 
was only one factor, though an important one, affecting his 
admission to Hans Crescent Hostel.

Forestry Reports, Jamaica. Mr. P. Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on February 14th whether 
he would cause the Jamaica Government to publish in future 
years a fuller Forest Department Annual Report than that for 
the year 1948-49.

Mr. Dugdale, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, who replied, 
said that the decision in that matter rested with the Government 
of Jamaica. The report followed the lines generally used by 
colonial Governments for that purpose and gave all the informa­
tion required for an assessment of the year’s work. If the hon. 
Member would let him know the points on which he wanted 
further information, he would see whether it could be obtained.

Caribbean Customs Union. On February 14th the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies was asked by Mr. T. Reid 
what progress was being made in establishing a Caribbean 
Customs Union ; and was also asked by Mr. P. Smithers what 
action he proposed to take in view of the Report of the Com­
mission on the establishment of a Customs Union in the British 
Caribbean area ; and whether he would make a statement

Mr. Dugdale, who replied, said that the report referred'to 
was published on February 1st. It was an important contribu- 

^tween the British Caribbean territories 
and his right hon. Friend had commended it to the Governors 
concerned for the earnest consideration of their Legislatures

r ?PC1r°n the formation of a Customs Union as recom­
mended by the Commission, primarily depended

In a supplementary question, Mr. Smithers asked if Mr 
P?uld Say, whether there was a target date by which 

£ln o^^ W°Uld haVe ComPleted their considera-

st^^t’ Dugdale said : “No, Sir, I do not think we can 
state a date, but we hope that they will complete consideration 

mTr8 POSS.ile- up to them to offer that consideration. ’ ’
nf KrLpBI^ine thepasked Mr. Dugdale if he could say what sort 
of reception was being given to the report by the Legislatures 
concerned, which already had had an opportunity of d^scu^

Mr. Dugdale replied : “ No, Sir. Each Legislature will 
obviously come to its own conclusions. I cannot at the moment 
give detailed results of those conclusions.”

of Z John Hynd asked the Secretary
oi State for the Colonies, on February 14th, whether he had 
Bnn re1P°^tS on legislat*on establishing racial discrimina

m mrfhe°nT ; and if he could make a statement
Mr. Dugdale, who replied, said that his right bon Friant i a studied the reports Ld was in conXlXn with ^ai

P°“S- h°Ped tO be able “

be 
have an opportunity of discussing that verv imnr> tbJ.House

because the Government attached sn discussmg it. It was 
that they were waiting 

report but say, at the same time, what action they proposed to 
take in connexion with it.

Mr. Fenner Brockway asked if the report would be limited to 
legislation or would it also include the administration of racial 
discrimination.

Mr. Dugdale said that it would also include the administration 
of racial discrimination.

British Honduras-Guatemala Dispute. Mr. P. Smithers 
asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on February 
19th whether His Majesty’s Government proposed to renew 
their offer to take the dispute with Guatemala regarding British 
Honduras before the International Court; and whether he 
would make a statement.

Mr. Younger, Minister of State, who replied, said that a 
declaration renewing His Majesty’s Government’s offer for a 
further period of five years from February 12th, 1951, had been 
sent to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. His 
Majesty’s Government regarded their case as indisputable. 
Guatemala had not taken advantage of His Majesty’s Govern­
ment’s original offer of February 13th, 1946, but a period of 
five years without response from Guatemala was not considered 
sufficient to establish definitely that she did not wish to attempt 
to sustain the legal merits of her case before the court. His 
Majesty’s Government hoped that she would yet agree to take 
the question before the court and thus settle this controversy.

Mr. Smithers then asked if that answer meant that the offer 
would not remain open indefinitely, regardless of whether the 
Government of Guatemala chose to make use of it.

Mr. Younger, in reply, said he thought he could agree with 
that. The Government did not propose that the matter should 
remain open indefinitely, but they thought it wise to renew 
it on that occasion.

Colonial Economic and Social Development. Mr. 
Sorensen asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
modification was being considered in respect of assisted economic 
and social development in colonial areas, either in regard to 
financial expenditure or the acceleration of plans.

In his written reply of February 21st, Mr. Griffiths stated that 
the policy of pressing ahead with economic and social develop­
ment had recently been reaffirmed by the amendment of the 
ron n nt ■ and Welfare Act to provide a further

million f°r ^XS PurPose- Although rising costs had dimin- 
lshed the real value of the moneys provided under this Act, 
on the other hand the high prices prevailing for most primary 
commodities had resulted in increasing the resources locally 
available in many territories. The scale and pace of develop­
ment would depend largely on the extent to which the colonies' 
requirements of capital and consumer goods could be met.

J^88*1?8’ Bahamas. Mr. H. Hynd asked the 
wl+i tSe Coloines what were the terms arranged
with the United States Government allowing for experiments with 
guided missiles in the Bahamas; and if he would give an 
assurance that there had been no movement of population to 
allow those experiments to take place.

FTeTbruary 21 st, Mr. Griffiths stated that the 
nublished asV h nTted States Government had been 
ffv^nh^^ 8-°9\ Tt gave that Government the right to 
Stes^nn ™ “ tbe area of the Bahamas, to establish
of the m^XUS f°r observing and controlling the Hight 
aircmft^n ? Ope/ate communications, shipping and
aircraft in the area for that purpose. This was an Anglo- 
inTffinhaffited^' Th® ?bservation sites were being established 
The r£k? he Could give the assurance requested,
missiles^vere to h 1 n he experiments were negligible since the 
^nd contml!J f d0^11,0^ tbe sea and were only observed 
ana controlled from the land. 7
ofSthePB^rd ?Ir- Harold Davies asked the President
Oi the Board of Trade what encouragement he was eivin? to 
Sdp"Zs °Lan1« for the 
anhydrite. present production of sulphuric acid from

for Overseas6Tradly ?6th, Mr. Bottomley, Secretary
acid from anhvdriL ed ^e present output of sulphuric 
He undeStood approximately 100,000 tons a year,
of a new nlani ona ™W?U advanced for the erection 
that that and basis- The Government hoped
with as raoidlv as schemes would be proceeded

they Were ready tO a«°rf
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The Homeward Mail
------- *-------

ANTIGUA
ISITORS. Our correspondent, Miss Helen Good­
win, writing from St. Johns on February 24th, 
states : “ Antigua was delighted to welcome Mr. 

and Mrs. Harold Foote, who spent a very happy holiday
with us. Mr. Foote, formerly Pathfinder pilot and 
instructor in the R.A.F., holds the D.F.C. and bar— 
and is now a captain on the African route of the B.O.A.C. 
He is the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Foote of

the Governor, the Antigua Turf Club held their Spring 
race meeting at Cassada Garden on February 8th. The 
handicappers appear to have done a fine job and the 
events were evenly contested. A new feature which 
attracted general attention was a race for village horses 
which ran in the name of their village of domicile. The 
event was won by Jonas Village ‘ Gone with the Wind.’

Visitors. “ Mr. C. E. V. Luke and Mr. H. T.
St. Johns. Mr. Luke and Mr. Bourdillon, of the Colonial 
Office, are spending a week 
in the Leeward Islands, 
and yesterday gave an 
interview to Press repre­
sentatives in Antigua. 
Among other visitors this 
month are Mr. D. Semple, 
of Mirrlees, Watson Co., 
Ltd., of Glasgow, and Mr. 
Mark Moody Stuart.

Warship’s Visit. 
“ H.M.S. Devonshire paid 
us a short visit, but was 
unfortunate in her choice 
of weather. Lovely sun­
shine gave way to cold, 
rainy days and rough seas. 
The ‘ at home ’ on the ship 
had to be cancelled and 
shore leave was restricted.

Weather. A corres­
pondent, writing from St. 
Johns on February 21st, 
states : “ Since the begin-

thening of the year 
weather has been drier
than usual but a few
scattered showers have
fallen during the last week. 
Night temperatures have 
been low and many visitors 
have expressed surprise at 
the need for thick clothing 
in the evenings and blankets at nigh .

Crons “ The cotton crop shows great promise and is 
provisionally estimated at 800,000 lb Pickingi going 
on on a limited scale and it is expected that the gmnenes 
will commence operation shortly. Ne8ot^1°^Tted 
ing wages for the forthcoming sugar crop were completed 
last week and cutting commenced on 1the 19th mst 
In view of a not inconsiderable quantity of stand o 
canes and also the hurricane damage, it xs difficult to 
obtain reliable estimates for the crop, but usu^weU 
informed circles appear to be thinking of approximately 

25,000 tons. ,Racing. “Under the distinguished patronage of

Lady Baden-Powell inspecting a guard of honour at
Pavilion. Georgetown. At her right is Mrs FA> D. Ueare. deputy 

Colony Commissioner for Guides.

Bourdillon of the Colonial Office are at present visiting the 
island for discussions with 
His Excellency inconnexion 
with future development 
plans. It is understood that 
they are to be joined by 
Sir George Seel in the 
course of a few days.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Constitution Com­

mission. Our correspond­
ent, writing from George­
town on February 20th, 
states : “ The British
Guiana Constitution Com­
mission, the chairman of 
which is Sir John Wadding­
ton, a former governor of 
the colony, left for the 
United Kingdom on Febru­
ary 13th after a stay of 
about eight weeks. Sir 
John expressed the Com­
mission’s pleasure at the 
willingness with which all 
sections of the community 
had come forward to give 
evidence and said that the 
Commission had been able 
to obtain a comprehensive 
picture of all shades of 
opinion in the colony, and 
would endeavour to pre­
pare a ‘ blueprint ’ which 
would enable the colony to

have a stable and successful political future.
Gold Mining. “British Guiana Consolidated Gold­

fields Ltd have announced forthcoming expansion of 
“actMties which will cost about £562 000 The 
Colonial Development Corporation will contribute the 
greater part of the money required and will take over to 
some extent the running of the concern.

Rubber “ The present favourable price of rubber 
?ndnred a few producers here to resume operations 

^d Others will shortly foUow
Shinnind “ The French Line steamship Gascogne 
Shipping. x x her first visit to the colony

M The wharf was gaily decorated
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and the Militia Band played as she came alongside. 
The Gascogne, which is a 5,184-ton ship with 119 cabins 
capable of carrying 283 passengers, will call at George­
town about every six weeks. On her voyages north she 
will call at Trinidad, Grenada, Barbados, St. Lucia, 
Martinique, Guadeloupe, Antigua, Plymouth and Le 
Havre.

Beef “ Airlift.” “ There being a shortage of meat 
in Trinidad, the Controller of Exports and Imports, 
Trinidad, and British Guiana Airways Ltd. have made 
an agreement whereby 55,000 lb. of beef are to be flown 
from Lethem, Rupununi, via Atkinson Field to Trinidad. 
At the time of writing more than half of this amount 
has already been flown to Trinidad. This shipment will 
not in any way affect the local supply of beef.

Scouting. “ Lady Baden-Powell, World Chief Guide, 
paid a visit of one week to British Guiana, during which 
she inspected the local Guide companies and expressed 
pleasure at the good work done by them.

St. John Ambulance Brigade. “ Lieut.-General 
Sir Otto Lund, Commissioner-in-Chief of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade, and the Countess of Brecknock, 
Assistant Superintendent-in-Chief, overseas, paid a 
visit to the colony in February, during which they 
attended demonstrations of first-aid by members of the 
Police Department and Militia Band and a first-aid 
competition between various organizations. At the 
end of the competition the insignia of the Serving 
Brothers of the Order of St. John was presented to 
Mr. R. B. Scargall, Mr. H. A. Cromarty and Dr. D. 
J. Taitt.

Mr. Swabey Transferred. “ After five years 
service in British Guiana, Mr. C. A. Swabey, Conservator 
of Forests, has been transferred to Uganda as Conservator 
of Forests.”

BRITISH HONDURAS
Cost of Living. Our correspondent, Captain M. S. 

Metzgen, writing from Belize on February 23rd, states : 
“ The cost of living index went up one point in January 
and is now 223.

Public Works. “ The Feeder Road programme is 
steadily proceeding and good progress is being made. 
Work has commenced on the extension of the South 
Foreshore in Belize under the Baron Bliss Scheme.

Two Surveys. “ Geological survey of the colony is 
still proceeding, but so far without any startling results. 
The Bahamas Exploration Co., subsidiary of the Gulf 
Oil Refining Co., of Pittsburg, is making an aerial survey 
of the colony for oil.

Visitors. “ Dr. T. W. J. Taylor, principal of the 
University College of the West Indies, visited the colony 
for one week. Mr. Garfield Weston, the American 
industrial magnate, visited the colony for an inspection 
of his Salt Creek Estate, which he is turning into an 
agricultural centre.

Red Cross. “ The working of the British Honduras 
Branch of the British Red Cross is now in full swing 
under the able and energetic leadership of Lady Garvey 
the Governor’s wife, and includes the feeding of mal­
nourished children, the issue of dried eggs to those in 
need mid-day hot meals for the aged and many other 
benefits to the needy. The Medical Department reports 

a marked improvement in the health of the children 
since the inception of the feeding programme. A 
recent drive to raise funds to carry on this work was 
successful.

Festival Visits. “ The Governor informed the 
Legislative Council that two members of the Legislature 
have been invited to attend the Festival of Britain.

Loans for Planters. “ The policy of the Marketing 
Board of making loans to planters will be continued, 
but it is regrettable that quite a large amount is owing 
from outstanding loans. The Board has guaranteed 
the price of rice for two years and the price of com for 
one year.

‘ ‘ A Livestock Officer has arrived in the colony for 
permanent service and will be attached to the Agricul­
tural Department.

Weather. “January was more dry and more cool 
than usual, which was very favourable for land clearing 
operations by farmers.

Imports and Exports. “ The Treasury has issued 
a statement showing that in 1950 the value of exports
to various currency areas was : 8

To sterling and soft currency areas ... 2,709,889
To U.S. and dollar account areas ... 1,011,602
To Canada.................................................... 872,281

Total ......................................................$4,593,772
This is 60 per cent above the 1939 figure and the 

highest in the history of the colony.”

JAMAICA
Mr. Fletcher’s Victory. Our correspondent, Mr. 

H. P. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on February 24th, 
states : “In St. James, Mr. Walter Fletcher, Montego 
Bay’s leading business man and a fiery advocate at 
Innswood of a Third Party, has fought and won a 
Parochial Board by-election as an Independent, defeat­
ing the People’s National Party candidate by 34 votes. 
Mr. Fletcher, for many years chairman of the Board with 
a distinguished record of public service, resigned on 
account of a technicality. The P.N.P. resolved to 
prevent his return : a popular P.N.P. member of the 
Board resigned solely to fight Mr. Fletcher, and his 
defeat is part of the prevalent reaction against narrow 
party views.

Executive Councillor Appointed. “ The Hon. 
T. R. Williams, Legislative Councillor and Custos of 
Westmoreland, has been appointed to the seat on the 
Executive Council left vacant by the death of the 
Hon. O. K. Henriques. A producer, a lawyer, a 
Rhodes scholar, and a civil servant with ten years’ 
African experience, Mr. Williams has a vigorous and 
cultivated mind with a strong sense of justice. Un­
doubtedly this appointment by the Acting Governor 
reflects the growing dissatisfaction of farmers. Mr. 
Rudolph Burke has been provisionally appointed to the 
vacant Legislative Council seat.

Sugar Wage Negotiations. “ The fear of moment­
ous changes in political life hangs over the negotiations 

the sugar industry. Mr. Bustamante sees that the 
P.N.P. mean to get a footing in the industry and sees 
his whole position threatened. If Mr. Bustamante 
ghts to the death, the vast united bargaining power
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of the sugar workers, the most significant factor in 
Jamaica trade unionism, will be dissipated.

“ Accordingly, he has been unexpectedly reasonable, 
and has agreed that the P.N.P.-dominated T.U.C. shall 
join him in negotiations for the 1951 crop-polls at 
16 factories to decide the position for next year. He 
freely offered this unprecedented concession, which 
stands in sharp contrast to his earlier immovable 
attitude over Worthy Park estate. The T.U.C., scarcely 
able to believe in this change of attitude, have interposed 
various obstacles ; but the joint wage negotiations are 
expected to start on February 28th and the polls in 
March.”

ST. LUCIA
The Sugar Crop. Our correspondent, the Hon. 

Henry E. Belmar, writing 
from Castries on February 
19th, states : “ The hopes of 
an ideal maturing season 
for the current sugar cane 
crop have been rudely 
shattered by the very ab­
normal rains which have 
lately been experienced, more 
than nine inches having 
been registered during the 
first 18 days. This February 
is one of the wettest on record; 
the coming crop will certainly 
be adversely affected and 
reaping delayed.

Military Festival. “ A^ 
detachment of 40 officers 
and men of the 1st Battalion 
of The Royal Inniskilling 
Fusiliers arrived here from 
Jamaica on February 19th. 
Their object is to visit the 
island which played a very 
important part in their 
history. The Regiment bear 
on their colours the distinc­
tion ‘ St. Lucia, 1778 ’ and 
‘ St. Lucia, 1796.’ For their 
valour in the last deter­
mined attack on the island, 
General Abercrombie ordered ... —__----  

Unloading the first of this season 
Barf leur at West

the regiment to march first 
into the captured fortress 
of Mome Fortune, and to hoist TTn- n Tack The
their colours for one hour before General Sir

the Inniskillings at Mome Fortune,
festivities held. , 1Q

New Stamps. " The new issue °f

P"< •

on February 16th.
Visitors. “ Mr. Luke and Mr. Bourdillon, of^the

Colonial Office, propose visiting th
February 27th to March 5th Ur. w. j
Adviser on Animal Health to the Secretary oi State lor 

the Colonies, arrives on February 20th to return on the 
22nd.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
The Weather. Our correspondent, in a newsletter 

from Port-of-Spain dated February 22nd, writes: 
“ Trinidad has been hit by a period of heavy rains in 
what is supposed to be the ‘ dry ’ season, when the 
reaping of the sugar crop should be well under way. 
As an indication of the sort of weather the island has 
been experiencing it may be mentioned that on February 
19th alone 6.13 inches of rain were recorded in one area, 
and of the 52 days since the beginning of the year rain 
has fallen on 41. There have been no dry days in 
February to date. The sugar crop, estimated at a 
record figure of 162,500 long tons, is in danger, the 
rains having slowed down reaping and completely 

shut down the factories time

l’s Trinidad grapefruit from the 
: India Dock.

and again. Cocoa is also 
affected, together with other 
important crops—citrus and 
coffee. Vegetable growers 
have been severely hit, and 
floods have caused loss of 
poultry and livestock.

Five-Year Economic
“ The Legis­

lative Council on February 
16th approved a flexible five- 
year plan estimated to cost 
$38,000,000, of which some 
$28,000,000 is to be raised 
by borrowing. The main 
items are water ($14,700,000), 
electricity ($6,000,000) and 
roads ($2,300,000) to be 
financed from loan. Also 
from loan funds are public 
buildings and health projects, 
including the San Fernando 
Hospital. Over $5,000,000 
will come from the colony’s 
reserve to pay for a number 
of lesser undertakings such as 
purchase of buses for the 
railway ($650,000), irrigation 
of rice lands ($600,000) and 
improvement of the Eastern 
Main Road ($590,000). The 
allocation of $3,500,000 from 
the Colonial Development and
Welfare grant of $4,800,000 

will be devoted to school buildings, agricultural projects, 
and slum clearance.

Suûar Manufacturers ’ Association. “ At the 
1951 annual general meeting of the Sugar Manufacturers 
Association of Trinidad (Inc.), held on February^20th, 
the Hon H E. Robinson was re-elected chairman of the 
Association for 1951-52. Mr. Robinson is also chair­
man of British West Indies Sugar Association (Inc.), of 
which the Trinidad Association is a member.

I C T A “ Charter Silver Jubilee celebrations of the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture will be held on 
March 17th The new biology and sugar laboratories 
wih be formally opened on the occasion.
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Director of Education. “ The promotion to the 
directorate of Captain E. W. Daniel, former Deputy 
Director of Education, has been widely welcomed in 
educational circles throughout the colony, and in 
editorial comment in the press.

Politics. “ A three-man delegation of the Political 
Progress Group who visited Tobago this month reported 
good prospects of organizing a section of the Party there.

Postage Stamps. “ The 12c. and 3c. stamps issued 
in the colony on February 16th to commemorate the 
inauguration of the West Indian University in Jamaica 
have been printed in error with the name * Trinidad ’ 
only, instead of ‘ Trinidad and Tobago.’ This has caused 
much adverse comment in Tobago.

Tourism. “ 92,203 tourists and other visitors are 
calculated to have spent $3,000,000 in Trinidad in 1950, 
compared with 82,050 who spent about $2,000,000 in 
1949. Included in the 92,203 were 16,172 stop-over 
visitors and 2,206 stop-over business visitors.

Carnival. “ This year’s carnival, although dampened 
somewhat by the weather, was celebrated with the 
usual exuberance in the presence of thousands of 
visitors to the island here to enjoy the colourful and 
amusing spectacle.”

Caribbean Co-operatives

rural Co-operative Conference held in Port-of- 
Spain, Trinidad, from January 22nd to 27th, under 

the joint auspices of the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion, gave further consideration to a report on co­
operatives in the Caribbean submitted to the West 
Indian Conference held in Curacao in December last bv 
Dr. F. Brossard of F.A.O.

Dr. H. Belshaw, director of the Rural Welfare 
Division of F.A.O., presided, and the delegates included 
experts from the United States and Caribbean colonies, 
and representatives of the University College of the 
West Indies, the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Organization, the Imperial College of Tropical Agricul­
ture, and various co-operative societies and federations.

Arriving at the view that the promotion of co-operative 
societies should be in response to a definite need, the 
conference recommended the formation of appropriate 
central organizations of the existing primary societies to 
ascertain the needs of the territories, and extend proper 
advice and guidance in the adoption of co-operative 
methods. Where no co-operative movement already 
exists the conference resolved that governments should 
take the lead in promoting co-operatives ; where the 
movement is weak, the governments should collaborate 

voluntary or semi-voluntary organizations
Ine effect of population pressure on resources result­

ing in low credit worthiness and increased difficulty in 
obtaining initial capital for co-operative enterprise 
received much consideration from the experts present’

The conference was described by Mr. Kelsev B 
Gardner of the U.S. Farm Credit Administration 
chairman of the United States delegation, as an “ un­
qualified success, and will, it is hoped, with Caribbean 
Com—n support, stimulate the promotion of soundly 
conceived co-operatives throughout the West Indies.

Colonial Appointments

"Decent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Barrow, F. N. (Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court, 
Jamaica), Resident Magistrate, Jamaica.

Bates, R. K. (Executive Engineer, Public Works and 
Hydraulics Department, Trinidad), Senior Executive Engineer, 
Public Works and Hydraulics Department, Trinidad.

Blanc, P. I. (Assistant Comptroller of Customs, Trinidad), 
Deputy Comptroller of Customs, Trinidad.

Brandford, A. B. (Collector of Taxes, Grade I, Jamaica), 
Excise Officer, Rum Warehouse, Jamaica.

Cole, J. S. R. (Attorney General, Bahamas), Attorney General, 
Somaliland Protectorate.

Duruty, G. A. (Supervisor of Customs, Class I, Trinidad), 
Assistant Comptroller of Customs, Trinidad.

Elcock, E. G. (Executive Engineer, Public Works and 
Hydraulics Department, Trinidad), Senior Executive Engineer, 
Public Works and Hydraulics Department, Trinidad.

Elliott, J. R. B. (Assistant Commissioner of Lands, Jamaica), 
Deputy Commissioner of Lands, Jamaica.

Fletcher, J. L. (Senior Controller of Supplies and Prices, 
British Guiana), Development Commissioner, British Guiana.

Gopaul, A. A. (Master, Queen’s Royal College, Trinidad), 
Education Officer, Grade IB, Trinidad.

Greenidge, J. E. (Assistant Storekeeper, Railway Department, 
Trinidad), Chief Storekeeper, Railway Department, Trinidad.

Hamilton, E. H. (Senior Traffic Inspector, Jamaica Govern­
ment Railway), Traffic Manager, Jamaica Government Railway.

Hearne, Sir H. H. (Chief Justice, Jamaica), Chief Justice, 
Kenya.

Knight, C. L. U. (Colonial Engineer, St. Lucia, Windward 
Islands), Executive Engineer, Public Works and Hydraulics 
Department, Trinidad.

Prendergast, M. (Assistant Inspector of Schools, Bahamas), 
Inspector and General Superintendent of Schools, Bahamas.

Roberts, C. M. (Sergeant Major of Police, Dominica, Wind­
ward Islands), Assistant Superintendent of Police, Grenada, 
Windward Islands.

Rowlands, H. G. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Leeward 
Islands), Superintendent of Police, Leeward Islands.

Walcott, E. L. (Principal Clerk, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Barbados), Public Librarian, Barbados.

New Appointments
Buck, Miss E., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II, Health 

Department (temporary), Trinidad.
Fridrich, G. F. N. (Doctor of Medicine, University of Inns­

bruck), Medical Officer (temporary), British Guiana.
Kredel, E. K. W., M.B., Medical Officer, British Honduras.
Leeming, R. A., Deputy Director, Public Works Department, 

Drainage and Irrigation and Sea Defences, British Guiana.
Moorecroft, Miss D. M. E., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II, 

Health Department (Temporary), Trinidad.
Rapier, B. A., M.B., District Medicai Officer, Windward 

Islands.
la2d°°DCOCK' G' F* K’’ TemPorary Assistant Architect, Nyasa-

Trinidad Oil Industry
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 

-February production of crude oil and casing head gasoline 
amounted to 240,429 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion tor the four weeks ended February 26th was 414,413 
barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for February was 228,392 barrels.

L^holds, Ltd. For the month of February 
from own fields only, amounted 

to 4b3,021 barrels.
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Company Reports and Meetings

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd.
Mr. Malcolm Maclachlan, moving the adoption of the 

report and accounts [see January Circular] at the annual 
meeting held in London on January 24th, said : “ During the 
year we drilled 82,371 ft. in continuance of our programme 
to obtain production and to extend the tested areas of the 
property. Eleven wells were completed in the main field and 
seven in the South Quarry area.

“ Interesting developments continue in the Synclinal zone. 
Well No. 481, where at the time of our last meeting only the 
lowest sand had been tested, is now giving good production 
from the main sand.

“ Three further wells have since been completed. Well 
496 gave no production, although it may be deepened at some 
future date. Well 504 is giving excellent production from the 
largest sand-body so far encountered, and is the outstanding 
development of the year. Well 511 has been tested during the 
last few days but is not a commercial producer.

“ The production which has been developed in the Synclinal 
zone during the past few years is contributing a welcome offset 
to the natural decUne of our other areas, and now constitutes over 
20 per cent of our total production.

Benefits of Devaluation
" We continue to operate under our sales agreements with 

Trinidad Leaseholds and United British Oilfields Trinidad. 
Since we sell our oil and casinghead gasolene ?n a bams related 
to United States prices, we have benefited durmg the= year 
increased realizations in terms of sterling. f„llv onerative 
whereas the benefit of devaluation has-been fully ^eratave 
during the year, the consequent rise in working costs is cumulative 
and in the case of materials was somewhat sharply accentuate 
towards the close of the year. is one of

" As our balance-sheet shows, our financial ““

&Td7^

at which it is necessary to dnil. . earS ¡n the Synclinal
duction which we have developed in yand ei ht thousand
zone is found at depths between averase depth in pre-war 
feet, or approximate^ experience
years. Moreover this is a relax y drilling to depths of 
since in the search for new ° in entaiis fhe use ofover 12,000 ft. is not now unusuah^ "^bstantiaUy 
heavier drilling equipment a d factor which
increased expenditure. It is cie 
must enter increasingly into our calculations.

Danger of High Cost Structure

" In the
strong financial position, and that we 

shall be prudent to maintain it. importance that those of 
“ Once again I desire to stres and leaders of organized

us who manage the business, g°Y®f control to avoid building 
labour should do everything w riod of high revenue, in
up a high cost structure dur o which would be placed upon 
view of the .^uen^?7XXn in oil prices.
the industry in the event of a recessi

A Satisfactory Profit ___
- I am sure you will agree that y-isntost

satisfactory. At the same , benefit derived from the 
provides a striking illustration Government and people of 
success of our enterprise by the Governme

Trinidad. ^^mmcndine a moderate increase
“ We have felt justified //^a™ the owners of the business, 

in dividend, with the result bear the risk, will draw m
who have provided the capita same time the Govern-
dividends the sum of £192,000. Q rOyaifies and direct
ment of Trinidad will draw ove £ '. Kingdom Government 
taxation, and in addition the United g 

will take a further £250,000. If I may put it another way, 
for every £1 drawn by the owners of the business, approximately 
£5 17s. lOd. is taken by the two governments.

‘ ‘ Moreover, it is primarily in the interest of those to whom the 
business gives employment and government which draws so 
largely upon its results that the continued development of the 
business should be sustained by the sums which have been 
set aside to strengthen its reserves.

Important Contribution to Trinidad’s Revenue

‘ ‘ The importance of the contribution of the oil industry 
to the revenue of Trinidad is further illustrated by the fact 
that the direct contribution of the industry to the total 
revenue of the island is of the order of 35 per cent. In 
our own case, the payments to the Trinidad Government 
for royalties and income-tax are respectively more than 
eight times and 18 times those for the year 1939.

“ It is worth recalling that the search for oil in Trinidad was 
arduous and costly and that of those who took the considerable 
risks only a handful have achieved success. It is also essential 
to appreciate that the continued success of the industry, upon 
which the welfare of Trinidad so directly depends, has to be 
maintained in the face of exceptionally difficult geological 
conditions, low output per well and the greatly increased cost of 
drilling at continually increasing depth.

“ Moreover, it is not enough to produce the oil, it has to be 
sold and in the markets of the world the status of Trinidad is 
that of the supplier of less than one per cent of the world pro­
duction.

Tradition of the Oil Industry

“ The tradition of the oil industry has always been one of 
risk, boldness and enterprise, and the main concern of ithose 
of us who work in the industry has been to get Job.
It has not been our practice to lay public stress on f^e difficulties, 
nor have we had any doubt that the enrichment of a community 
bv the building up of a prosperous industry can be regarded 
by any reasonable body of opinion as other than fortunate and 

beneficial. result a h b available
to those who trade in misrepresentation for political purposes, 
ibe^e, however, that this phase is passing and that.thegeneral 
public in Trinidad is gaining a better appreciation of the contnbu 
tion which, despite its difficulties, an efficient oil industry has 
made, and I trust will continue to make, to the welfare and 

prosperity of the colony.

Colony’s New Constitution

'■During the year the firs^^
Si"“" advanced of the West

colonies New legislative and executive councils have 
I and ministerial appointments have been made. I

sentXs depends not only the bUt th<S

of the con,

X^cffide free medical attention for employees and their 
dependants, and excellent educational and recreational facilities.

General Wage Increase

bUSiSactorily^

IasCbePen period of two years

our operational and gen£ral manager in Trinidad,
ment there. Mr Bushe^ in London. We were pleased to 
subsequently paid us efficient service given by our
X— S/aS workers in Trinidad, to whom I
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am sure it will be your wish that we express our appreciation 
and that this be also extended to our staff in London.”

Alstons, Ltd.
The directors of this Trinidad company, in their report for the 

year ended September 30th, state that the profits for the year 
amount to §339,686.06. Out of this sum $124,374.35 is deducted 
for income tax, and $31,371.75 for a guarantee of dividend of 
41 per cent on the “A” preference shares of the Caribbean 
Development Co., Ltd., leaving $183,939.96. From this the 
sum of $63,000.00 is deducted for preference dividends, and out 
of the remaining $120,939.96 the directors recommend the 
payment of a dividend on the ordinary shares of 8 per cent, less 
Trinidad income tax, absorbing $78,480.00. The balance of 
$42,459.96 added to the balance brought forward of $70,879.44 
produces a total of $113,339.40 which is carried forward.

At the third annual general meeting of the company, held in 
Port-of-Spain on December 19th, 1950, Mr. G. R. (now Sir 
Gerald) Wight, the chairman, gave the following review of the 
year s working : ‘ ‘ Dealing with the balance sheet first, the only 
changes in our fixed assets are those I mentioned last year, 
namely the sale of two properties to our subsidiary company, 
the Trinidad Dairies Limited, and minor additions to the structure 
of some of our other properties.

“I may here point out that in the three years of our existence 
i e since our new company took over the business of Alston 
& Co., Ltd., we have paid off our preliminary expenses, paid our 
preference dividends of 7 per cent and ordinary dividends of 
«9nornnnn^ YYd built up a sum of approximately
$200,000 in distributable reserves. Expressed another wav 
m this short period, we have been able to build up a reserve fund 
capable of paying three years’ preference dividends. I may also 
mention that, in addition, we have paid, under our guarantee to 
™ 4- r Preference shareholders of the Caribbean Develop­
ment Co Ltd., approximately $70,000. This sum we have 
iSnn 4^ ! dividend was paid annually but there is every 
mdication that we will be reimbursed by the Caribbean Develop­
ment Co. Ltd. for these payments in 1952 or even possibly 1951

1 TU make reference to the progress made 
by the Caribbean Development Co. Ltd. r
to^T« “ “absKl,ay companies and trade investments 
added* ¿bout t during the year we have
It hat notL?5,0 5° our holdings in these companies. 
in Xs balance sho 6 m P.re™us years to detail changes
in this balance sheet item as this colony is a small niace and 
I do not think it would be in the interest of the company always 
to give you a detailed statement of our transactions and fbu^ 
make the information available to our competXrs You wM 
S XXXXheX figUreS-g™ m the SancTshX" 
It a fig± ™lued the investments
faction which I am sure will give you satis-

in^eJments1 n»mPr<iUOtS companies represented in trade 
predation -tbiXy> and cartons, have come into
production this year and I think that we may now look forward 
ha\reaplm’ benefit of these investments which naturallyd“ing tbe °f their developmentsUy 

to $1 095 000 whiih T® S current liabilities amounts approSte^ we have further invested
approximately $350,000 m trade investments this year is a verv 

efficient ru^g^ofrrt^ aXXrXX^ and 

increase of «76 ^OnT baYkl at §448-°°0 shows a slight 
increase ot $76,000 over last year s figures but nnr ^4-k^ 8of cash at bankers have increased bv $26 non n i alances 
making us due the banks so,S ¿0 Joo* more tha^l 
figure. Considering the substantial rise £ “he nrTce of 
Ts/o.OOO.Tour^^^ 

dep^iZtX-K^

SmXS6 COl°ny'S S “d Mding

approximately «ZffOOoSowCT16?^ are
department is having a difficult tim« ® 1 ast year- Tbis 
margin of profit allowed by Govern t^The

cost of living down. Fortunately we hold a number of valuable 
agencies which are worked by this department and which con­
tribute considerably to the profit. From October 1st, 1950, 
it has been handling its fair share of the lager beer of the Caribbean 
Development Co. Ltd. This should prove a considerable asset 
to the future earnings of this department.

Our shipping department again had an extremely busy year, 
and although last year your board had fears that the devaluation 
of sterling and the consequent raising of steamer and air fares 
would have a depressing effect on travel, it seems that the people 
of this colony must and will travel. I am glad to report that 
we are able to record that this department has done extremely 
well.

“ Dealing with our subsidiary companies, I am pleased to 
report that the Trinidad Match Factory Ltd. has had a successful 
year. This company has decided to form a wholly owned 
subsidiary company for the purpose of manufacturing card­
board boxes and corrugated cardboard cartons, and has further 
decided to move the location of both factories to lands leased 
from the Caribbean Development Co. Ltd. at Champs Fleurs. 
The new factory will be very much larger than the one in Port- 
of-Spain and will enable the flow of production to be much 
improved in addition to providing considerably increased 
amenities for its employees.

“ I mentioned to you last year that the Trinidad Dairies Ltd. 
was rebuilding its premises in Philip Street. Some time in 
February the New London Street depot, which is primarily a 
processing plant, was opened, and the rebuilding of our main 
premises at Philip Street commenced. It is hoped that these 
premises will be completed early in January and it is confidently 
expected that they will bear comparison with similar premises 
in any of the larger cities of the world. You will appreciate that 
during the rebuilding process there has been considerable dis­
location in the company’s operations, and inevitably our retail 
sales have suffered very considerably, as we have had to carry 
on from our London Street depot, which is very much out of the 
way;. i res¥^ bas been that the company has operated at a 
small loss for the year, but we are hopeful that profits will once 
more be made as soon as our premises in Philip Street are 
complete.

“ sabsidiary company, Tugs & Lighters Ltd., has 
a thlS year- Its associate company, Con­

tractors Ltd., which operates a boat and repair yard, made a 
§2-000. The board hal now resolved to 

SI ?k hne toJugs & Lighters Ltd. as a repair base
d 1S Loped that it will be able to operate at a small profit.

i urning now to our associate companies, I have pleasure in 
distribiX^h the Clay Products, for whom we act as
durfnv thT™^6 had a Very ready market for their products 
during the past year.
vou the Caribbean Development Co. Ltd., which
Iha^^t?" y°ur.comPany promoted in February, 1947, 
I have great pleasure in informing you that the company is now 

entities and made its first brew of XXivmXo I ThlS,bey after the ^ing Period was over, 
ite intoodS, t°wa,rds tbe end of September, and,

surpassed our mr» 4-*° tbe. local market, the sales immediately 
surpassed our most optimistic estimates. We are verv proud 
outstandianTprodei¿ company has succeeded in producing such an 
by storm °ne which has taken the ma?ket here
XflablT’have^nr are SUre’ When furtber supplies are 
British Guiana Wo 1/ SUC5ess 111 tbe neighbouring islands and

considerable amouiTl’fyearS y°Ur comPany bas had a 
Development C? invested in the Caribbean
us no re?u?n Your r thls ^vestment has naturally given 
Preference dividend on hhad to Pay.the
ment Co. Ltd vearlv ana oo t Ya es of the Caribbean Develop- already disbursed IpproximatSrWO OOo"1'« “ “y SP6ech’.h“ 
sum^wehave ^itte/off, but 4«™

officials of tte Caribbean10™ a?sociation with the board and 
no effort to brinn the Co-. Ltd- have spared
fruition and now’that we have P1?!6018 to a successful
and available to all Tt n ™ P™^^ a ^ger of such quality, 
imported article we ha J c°nsJderably .lo^r price than the 
sumption in the’colonv is • °nclHslve evidence that beer con-

m tne colony is increasing considerably. This there- 
(Continued on page 68)
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West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British. Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 

S. Armitage), at Liverpool, February 11th. :—
Mr. M. Billyeald Mr. & Mrs. R. F. Milne Mr. A. W. Strang
Mr. & Mrs. J. Cuthbert Mr. P. A. Ryley Mrs. M. C. Terry
Mr. A. McGül

Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad, in s.s. Golfito (Captain S. A. 
Sapsworth), from Southampton, February 8th :—

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S. Armi­
tage), from Liverpool, March. 3rd :—
Mrs. P. V. Arnold 
Mr. E. H. East 
Mr. D. I. Fairhurst

Sailings to the West Indies in s.s. Colombie (Captain P. 
Kerharo), from Southampton, February 16th
Mr. & Mrs. F. Abrahams 
Mr. W. Beavis 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradbury 
Miss W. Brampton 
Mr. A. Cook-Mohammed 
Mrs. G. Cornwell 
Mr. A. Cupen 
Mr. A. Davidson 
Mrs. J. Davidson 
Miss E. Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Davis 
Miss M. De Leon 
Mr. A. Dunkley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Eve 
Miss L. Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Gaunt 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Gonsalves 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Goude 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Gould

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain F. P.

Inch), at Avonmouth, February 13th :—
Miss N. E. Allen 
Mr. A. Anderson 
Miss I. M. Bell 
Miss H. E. Bourne 
Lt. M. Y. Burges 
Miss C. M. Chung 
Mr. & Mrs. N. A. Cleland 
Miss D. F. Cochran 
Miss R. B. Donaldson 
Mr. & Mrs. F. H. Evans

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Gracie), at Avonmouth,
Miss A. Agar
Miss R. Backhouse
Mr. T. Birley 
Mrs. L. Bishop 
Mr. L. M. Burnett 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Dickson 
Mr. G. Eley 
Miss L. Ellis 
Mr. R. W. Eyre 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Felton
Mr. & Mrs. T. Foyle

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s 
Avonmouth, February 10th :—
Sir George & Lady 

Abercromby
Mr. N. Baines
Mr. A. Brassey-Taylor 
Mrs. F. E. Brousson 
Miss E. Clarke 
Miss J. S. Dickson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Dodd 
Miss O. N. Ennever 
Miss C. M. Forrest 
The Hon. Mrs. M. Fox 
Cdr. & Mrs. R. Garnett 
Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Gunter

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. 
Avonmouth, February 24th :—
Miss E. L. Bogle 
Mrs. N. C. Borland 
Sir Henry Brown 
Mr. L. C. Cogan 
Rev. & Mrs. D. Davidson 
Miss D. L. de Lisser 
Fl. Lt. & Mrs. I. de Souza 
Mr. H. N. Dron 
Mrs. F. G. Edwards 
Sir Geoffrey Evans 
Miss R. Fitch 
Mrs. C. S. Fleming 
Miss F. E. Fripp

Mr. A. E. Gagan
Mr. P. H. Lee 
Mrs. Lyster

French Line

Dr. J. Grell 
Mr. J. Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Hepburn 
Miss K. Ivens 
Mr. G. Jackson 
Mr. D. Johnson 
Mr. G. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Laurence 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Lewis 
Mrs. S. Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Mackie 
Miss J. Mackie 
Miss J. McKee 
Mr. A. Millar 
Miss H. Milner 
Mrs. M. Mudhoo 
Mrs. J. Nandlal 
Mr. S. Naurayan

Miss M. M. Gordon 
Rev. & Mrs. J. R. Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. N. D

Hummerstone
Mr. C. Jacques
Mr. & Mrs. H. P. James 
Miss E. H. McKay 
Miss E. T. McIntyre 
Mrs. H. D. Mills
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Mose

March 6th :—
Dr. J. C. Glen 
Dr. & Mrs. N. S. Golding 
Mrs. I. Harvey 
Miss M. S. Hoc 
Miss P. A. Huie 
Miss D. A. Hylton 
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. James 
Miss C. Leveson-Gower 
Capt. J. D. Macintosh 
Mrs. N. G. McBride 
Rev. & Mrs. H. McConnell

. Cavina (Captain T. H. Bull), from

Major B. L. Harcourt 
Mr. H. M. Havergal 
Mr. C. R. Jones 
Miss V. C. Jones 
Mrs. G. M. Lawrence 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Le Vay 
Miss J. L. Marshall 
Mrs. C. V. McManus 
Mrs. W. K. Melvin 
Mr. D. R. Miller 
Miss J. Monro 
Mrs. J. Moseley-Wilhams 
Mrs. M. Mueller

Bayano (Captain

Mr. & Mrs. R. Gray 
Miss J. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Hampton 
Mrs. L. G. Harrop 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hill 
Mr. K. R. Jacobs 
Mr. W. James 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Jenkins 
Mr. D. K. Jenkins 
Miss F. D. Jenkins 
Mr. R. M. Lambert 
Mr. A. C. Levy 
Dr. V. O. Lindo

Mr. E. W. Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Smith 
Mrs. M. J. Wreford

Miss P. Oudkerk
Mr. B. Plant
Mr. P. Poonai 
Mrs. O. Primo 
Mr. J. Rees 
Mr. H. Reeves 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Refsum 
Mrs. S. Robertson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Romanes 
Mr. W. Scott 
Mr. W. Tarry 
Mrs. E. Tarry 
Miss A. Thompson 
Mrs. B. Vincent 
Mr. J. Walford 
Miss D. Whyte 
Mrs. M. Whyte 
Lady M. Wood

Miss R. E. Moss
Mr. & Mrs. P. W. Nugent 
Mrs. E. M. Osborne 
Mr. J. H. Park 
Miss E. Savage 
Mrs. F. M. West
Mr. & Mrs. G. Williamson 
Mrs. A. Woodman-Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wright

Ariguani (Captain G. S.

Miss S. A. McKenzie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Malcolm 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Perkoff 
Mrs. A. B. Pritchard 
Miss E. M. Solan 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Steel 
Mr. P. Stewart 
Miss J. D. Strong 
Miss E. Square 
Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Thomas 
Miss I. J. Watt

Mrs. M. T. Nelson 
Mrs. J. E. Norman 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Petersen 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Radford 
Dr. (Miss) V. Sharpe 
Mrs. F. I. Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Torney 
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Tyrrell 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Walwyn 
Mr. & Mrs. P. N.

Westmorland 
Miss D. V. Whittall

F. P. Inch), from

Mr. D. F. Maybury 
Capt. & Mrs. J. McNab 
Mrs. M. E. Michell 
Mrs. E. Nash 
Miss I. J. Partridge 
Mr. R. H. Reme 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Sanford 
Mr. & Mrs. G. C. Self 
Mr. C. B. Sherriff 
Mrs. H. I. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. I. C. Sturdy 
Miss L. M. Townend 
Mr. & Mrs. H. N. Wood

Mrs. E. M. Adams 
Miss I. G. Alfred 
Mr. E. A. Alston 
Miss J. Anderton 
Mr. W. L. Andrews 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Armour 
Mr. & Mrs. G. T. Barton 
Mr. & Mrs. G. R. Boon 
Mrs. A. Bridgman 
Capt. H. G. Briggs 
Mrs. J. Burchett 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Butler 
Mr. B. N. Carder
Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Chance 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Chanter 
Mr. & Mrs. S. F. Cochrane 
Miss S. Cochrane
Mrs. S. M. De Laubenque 
Mrs. P. T. Dowding 
Mrs. A. E. Ducat 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Edgar 
Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott 
Mrs. M. H. Firth
The Ven. H. Fitzherbert

Jamaica Banana Producers’ Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer (Captain 

G. E. M. Jenkins), at London, February 5th :— 
Mr. L. Anderson 
Mr. L. Atkinstall 
Mr. A. T. Barker 
Mr. L. Blake 
Mr. A. Briscoe 
Mr. F. Brown 
Miss R. Bryan 
Mr. I. Bryden 
Mr. R. Curtis 
Miss L. Daniels 
Miss R. Dawson 
Mr. N. Duff 
Miss P. Duncan 
Mr. S. Findlay 
Miss A. Golding

Miss R. Goldson Mr. O. Mair
Mr. A. T. Hall Mr. C. McKenzie
Mr. S. Hardie Mr. E. Plummer
Mr. H. G. Harris Miss C. Reddie
Miss C. Harrison Mr. A. Russell
Mr. O. Henry Mr. R. S. Russell
Mr. I. Iffla Mr. D. Solomon
Mr. C. James Mr. A. Tomlin
Miss E. Launcelott Miss E. White
Miss A. Leslie Mr. C. White
Mr. J. C. Lewis Miss M. Whit ter
Miss V. Lightbourne Mrs. O. Williams
Mr. J. G. Lindop Mr. I. Wright
Mr. W. Mahoney Miss M. Zincke

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer (Captain G. E. M. 
Jenkins), from London, February 16th :—
Mr. B. Beenken 
Miss V. Carby 
Mr. A. Church 
Mr. J. Crook 
Mrs. M. Crossbourne 
Mr. R. Curtis 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Deleon 
Miss O. Dixon 
Mr. F. Fairbank 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Falconer

Nigerian Cocoa

'P'xports of Nigerian cocoa from Lagos in December, 
1950, were 10,509 tons, bringing the shipments for 

1950 to 96,951 tons.
The exports for each month of the past four years 

were as follows :—
1950 1949 1948 1947

January............... 25,547 15,964 13,370 2,220
February ... 12 987 19,196 11,282 16,920
March ... .. 12 261 7,471 14,373 42,980
April -. ¿739 9,844 16,579 17,981
Mav •• 7,706 9,178 7,649 738
June ............... 6,788 4,304 4,319 9,583
July   3,316 5,355 2,174 2
lugust ............... 3,783 1,838 4,110 Nil
September ... 611 2,655 1,287 12,414
October . ... 150 1,217 1,250 1,079
November ... 6,554 5,787 14,270 Nil
December.................... 10,509 18,735 15,898 6,857

Total ... 96,951 101,544 106,541 110,774

The figures for the last four crop years (October to 
September) were as follows: 1949-50 105,477 tons ; 
1948-49, 107,223 tons ; 1947-48, 83,079 tons ; 1946-47, 
117,483 tons.

fThe Gold Coast exports of cocoa for each month during the 
past four years were published in last issue.]

Miss M. I. Fitzherbert 
Mr. J. R. Fitzherbert 
Mr. A. B. Fox
Mrs. G. M. Gabriel
Mr. R. Ganty
Mr. E. E. Glean
Mr. L. T. Gurner
Mrs. B. L. Guthrie
Mrs. S. E. Haise
Miss D. B. Harewood 
The Rev. & Mrs. F. S.

Hoad
Mr. & Mrs. J. G. Hodge
Mr. J. E. Hough
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hutcheon
Mrs. M. K. Hyde
Miss F. E. Marshall
Mrs. M. Maxwell
Mrs. G. McFarlane
Mr. & Mrs. W. McNaught
Mrs. E. J. Milliken
Mrs. D. M. Napier 
Mr. J. R. Nicholson

Mrs. I. Harper 
Mr. Henriques 
Mr. E. Hermitt 
Mr. J. Hogan 
Mr. E. Hoy 
Miss L. Johnston 
Mr. R. Killin 
Miss C. Lambert 
Mr. E. Lemond 
Mr. A. Le Pelley 

Mrs. E. T. Oliver 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Mrs. A. P. Rennie 
Mr. A. Rennie 
Mr. I. B. Rennie 
Mr. A. R. Robertson 
Mr. J. R. Rogerson 
Mr. G. A. Ross 
Mrs. E. M. Sadler 
Mr. J. Scott
Cpl. & Mrs. S. F. Sears 
Rev. & Mrs. J. S. Silcock 
Mrs. A. Statz
Miss J. P. St. Bernard 
Mr. W. E. Stride 
Mrs. E. H. Thompson 
Mrs. K. P. Thorn 
Mrs. V. Vagg 
Miss K. J. Veevers 
Mr. Wheeler
Mrs. L. Whitefoord 
Mr. H. E. Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Wilson

Mr. A. Marshall 
Mrs. N. Norman 
Mr. W. Quinn 
Miss A. Scarlett 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Snowie 
Miss G. Vendryes 
Mr. H. Ward 
Dr. & Mrs. A. Young 
Miss V. Young
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The Markets
-------- March 2nd, 1951

0TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
March 1st, 1950

21
31

Consols 
War Loan ... ................

671
91f

691xd 
92f

681
901

701xd 
921

25 Angostura Bitters 67/6 72/6 78/9 83/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 34/41 36/101 33/9 36/9
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/- 13/- 14/-

♦30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 45/- 47/6 34/41 36/101
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” .. 44/- 48/- 43/- 48/-

*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 29/- 31/- 25/71 28/11
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 23/11 25/71 22/6 25/-
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/6 2/- 1/101 2/11
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/9 3/3 2/101 3/41
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 20/- 22/6

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9 4/- 5/-
15 Kern Oil Co. 3'4 15/- 16/- 9/6 10/6
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 24/9 26/3 41/6 43/6f- — Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/6 2/6 -/6 1/6
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 230/- 250/- 195/- 215/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 60/- 62/6 59/- 61/-xd
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 18/- 15/- 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 22/9 24/9 18/9 19/9

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 27/- 29/- 21/3 23/3
*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 32/6 34/6 21/3 23/3

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 22/6 21/6 22/6
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 4/9 5/9 5/— 5/9
81 United British Oilfields 6/8 24/- 26/- 21/- 23/-5 West Indies Sugar 24/- 26/- 18/9 20/-
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9xd 22/6 25/—

♦Free of Income Tax. f £1 shares.

Cocoa. The demand for Trinidad and Grenada still remains 
constant. Manufacturers have recently paid 360/- per 50 kilos 
f.o.b. for Grenada fine for March-May shipment. Further 
business in this grade is difficult at the moment due to the 
labour troubles in that island. Trinidad has experienced heavy 
rains and only limited offers are available.

Honey. Some attempt has been made to do business in new 
crop Jamaica honey but buyers are not over anxious to purchase. 
The quotations are : 80/-per cwt. c.i.f. forf.a.q. with no guarantee 
of colour, and 85/- and 90/- for amber and pale amber.

Pimento has been a very quiet market during the month, 
there is no business to report on the spot, and c.i.f. prices have 
been advanced to 205/- per cwt. to cover additional freight 
charges as from March 15th.

Fair saIes were made early in the month at 405/- 
and 410/- percwt. c.i.f. U.K. port for No. 3 grade March-April 
shipment. The price declined towards the end of last month due 
to a fall in the price of African, and there are sellers now at 

/- per cwt. The market at the time of writing is very quiet. 
Nutmegs. There has been some business in sound un­

assorted on the spot at 3/10 to 4/- per lb. ex wharf terms. The 
uii' f°r {orward shipment is unchanged at 3/84, but very 
httle business has been reported. Defectives are stiff in short 

for shipment is 2/9 per lb. c.i.f., and for 
w s at 4/1 per lb. c.i.f.
J1?? Vs StiU qu.i.et Prices unchanged. Supplies of whole
?Sl2ade are available for April-May shipment at 9/3, but other 
grades are extremely scarce.

Caribbean Year Books

^ recently appeared two year books dealing 
with the West Indies. 6

The first* is an old friend in its 22nd year of publica­
tion, and m the new guise assumed last year when it 
expanded to include particulars of the Caribbean 
countries on the mainland and extended its title from

°ld Br°ad StTOt'

1950 ^edition.

Annual Survey, i'X^^S

The West Indies Year Book to The Year Book of the West 
Indies and Countries of the Caribbean.

Care having been taken to ensure that none of the 
features which have proved so useful in the past were 
sacrificed when the new features were incorporated, the 
value of the Year Book has been considerably enhanced 
by the expansion. One feature in particular which 
might have suffered, but which has fortunately been 
retained apparently unimpaired, is the section which 
gives historical and general surveys of events in the 
area.

In the case of most territories the details given include 
constitution and administration, finance, natural 
resources, industries, trade, public services, professional 
and business directories, educational facilities and 
tourist attractions and amenities, and the maps and 
gazetteer are incorporated as usual.

The second year bookj" is a new venture compiled 
by J. Claude McNish, and entitled The New West Indies 
Annual Survey and Trade Directory.

This volume is well described by the title in that the 
contents fall into two distinct categories : a series of 
essays on West Indian subjects and trade information. 
The essays cover such matters as British West Indian 
history, the original inhabitants, its present peoples, 
its economic development, the constitutions of the 
territories, the labour movement in the West Indies, 
the Caribbean Commission, etc. The trade information 
includes particulars both of business houses in the West 
Indies and of firms in the United Kingdom with products 
to supply and services to render to the West Indies. 
The illustrations include many photographs of members 
of public services in the West Indies.

Go. The Travel Magazine, January, 1951. Contains 
a short travel sketch of the West Indies by Cosmo 
Vallange.

New Commonwealth, February, 1951. West Indian 
features include short pictorial descriptions of the salt 
industry in St. Kitts and the flying fish industry of 
Barbados. b

(Continued from page 66)
fore necessitates an increase as soon as possible in the Caribbean 
Development Co. Ltd.’s lagering capacity. Indeed, the first 
la.ger extension is already under way.

in a position to make the Caribbean 
Development Co. Ltd. a subsidiary at any time by exercising 
,, P lon ° purchase additional ordinary shares in return for 
T+a of the Caribbean Development Co.
cînâdi^R1 ?82f’d0° from Tbe Royal Bank of Canada and The 
co^SîTÎi? which appears under the heading
tbA+ nf 1 in the balance sheet. I think it is likely
that this option will be exercised during the course of 1951.

tO add ^at the brewery and glass plant of the 
Co. Ltd. have been declared pioneer 

nassed Th d®r+ ^ld tO Pioneer Industries ordinance recently 
machinerthe PrivileSe of duty free entry of 
arean mcome tax holiday for five years. These 
dXeSLK Ï concessions and are needed to stimulate the 
development of more industries in this colony.
matelv\mnonnC?^^ Î° Our ^vident Fund is approxi- 
half bv °* which is contributed by employees and
diTe^oV^ itS subsidia^s. In addition, your
the staff T d h™“865 totalling $62,000 to members of 
thrs bonnes » am ,sure that you will agree with me that paying 
Zvadd thS- J r6Ward ior their loyahy and industry. I 

tweaty years given aU
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I cannot think that it would be possible for any existing 
institution—or indeed any institution which might be 
founded within a reasonable number of years—to replace 
the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture.

THOSE were the words with which Mr. J. M.
Campbell, vice-chairman of the Governing Body 
and chairman of the Finance Committee of I.C.T.A., 

and deputy-chairman of the West India Committee, 
concluded the broadcast talks which were radiated 
over the Red Network of the Overseas Service of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation to mark the Silver 
Jubilee of the granting of a Royal Charter to the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture.

An account of the celebrations and the attendant 
functions appears in the body of this issue of the 
Circular. Concerned mainly with the Jubilee pro­
ceedings, that account nevertheless includes tributes 
to the value of the training given and the research 
carried out at I.C.T.A. which leave no doubt that Mr. 
Campbell voiced the consensus of informed opinion 
not only throughout the Commonwealth and Empire 
but in all regions of the world concerned with tropical 
agriculture. , , , . ,

Recognition of the significance of the phrase tropical 
agriculture ’ is important. Many who talk—-as they do 
talk a great deal nowadays—about technical assistance 
to ‘ underdeveloped ’ countries—assistance designed to 
improve agricultural technique and to increase pro­
duction of food and raw materials, fail to realize that 
tropical agriculture is not simply temperate climate 
agriculture with a change of adjective. Tropical 
agriculture means growing crops which are different, 
in soils which are different, in a climate which is different, 
in circumstances which are different, with the co­
operation of human beings whose approach to cultural 
problems is different, and whose essential needs are 
different. The direct application in tropical countries 
of European and American agricultural skills and 
scientific knowledge without tropical conditioning in its 
widest sense can be—has often been—disastrous.

The main purpose of I.C.T.A. is this tropical con­
ditioning of men already possessed of a sound training 
in the general principles of agriculture, to provide the 
background essential to a proper appreciation of the 
significance both of the results of research and o 
experience in practice with relation to ^““1 
production in a tropical environment It is a purpose 
which has been most efficiently fulfilled. f : e ar 
now dispersed throughout the Commonwealth and 

Empire, and in many parts of the tropics besides, men 
who, conditioned at I.C.T.A., have rendered yeoman 
service in the spheres of research, administration and 
extension work and established the beginnings of a 
sound tropical agricultural technique among peoples 
whose traditional methods of cultivation and land 
utilization have so far frustrated attempts to raise 
their standard of living.

More of these men are required, and I.C.T.A. is there 
to train them, with 25 years’ accumulated knowledge and 
experience behind, and illimitable opportunities ahead 
—always provided that in the Metropolitan, Common­
wealth and Empire Governments and in the companies 
and organizations concerned with Commonwealth and 
Colonial Agriculture there are those sufficiently far­
sighted and co-operative to support the institution by 
financial contributions, by maintaining the inflow of 
students for training, and by collaborating whenever 
desirable and possible in the field and factory testing 
of the results of research.

There are indications that the sterling work of the 
College is meeting with appreciation. Governments 
are sending trainees in increasing numbers ; the number 
of students from non-British countries is encouraging ; 
companies and organizations in parts of the Common­
wealth and Empire outside the West Indies now send 
men for training. At I.C.T.A. they forge bonds of 
personal as well as agricultural fellowship with men of 
other races, colours and creeds which, when they dis­
perse to continue their respective tasks, remain to 
strengthen co-operation throughout the tropics in the 
common purpose of agricultural achievement. The 
United Kingdom and Colonial Governments have 
contributed substantial sums, and there have been 
notable contributions in money and in kind from 
companies and organizations concerned with agriculture 
in the tropics.

But not all are yet doing the most they might, and 
during the coming years I.C.T.A., charged with expand­
ing activities in face of ever-increasing costs, will need all 
the assistance, in money and devotion, that those 
concerned either administratively or commercially 
with the areas dependent on tropical agriculture can 
^Th^progress of I.C.T.A., must not be allowed to

We end with another quotation from Mr. Campbell’s 
broadcast talk :— . . , , r ,7 , •.

Whatever the changing political structure of the territories 
in the British Colonial Tropics, it is an incontrovertible 
fact that their development and the raising of their peoples 
standards of living depend upon efficient agriculture.
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rom
ondoner’s ooQ

HE climax to the wettest 
80 years came on Easter

and dingiest winter for 
Eve, when the Oxford

crew sank within the first three minutes of the 
boat race—with smiling faces and, I thought, as much 
dignity as was attainable in their unhappy situation. 
It is still cold and damp as I write ; but we all hope that 
we are coming to the end of the meteorological powder 
and have earned our jam in the form of dry weather 
and sunshine throughout the festival summer.

The umpire called the boat race off, under an agree­
ment between the universities in 1925 which everybody 
else had forgotten, and in the re-row on Easter Monday 
Cambridge paddled home to Mortlake 12 lengths ahead, 
the easiest win of the twentieth century. This, on top 
of so many Oxford defeats, is taken by many as the 
probable end of a long controversy between rival styles 
of rowing. Cambridge have long since adopted swivel 
rowlocks and the loose-jointed “ Fairbairn ” style ; 
Oxford have been faithful to fixed thole pins and the 
stiffer orthodox ” style taught in all the rowing public 
schools. Considering that Oxford started the training 
season with apparently much greater wealth of talent 
to draw upon, and came to the post with a crew averag­
ing half-a-stone more than the Cambridge men, the 
victory of Fairbairnism seems conclusive, and it will not 
be surprising if Oxford goes over to that style next year. 
Meanwhile both universities unite in good wishes to 
Cambridge, who have flown the Atlantic to row against 
Harvard and Yale.

* * *
Parliament adjourned for the Easter recess with party 

feeling higher than at almost any time since the Home 
Rule controversy of 1913. The Conservatives, con­
vinced by Gallup polls and other indications that the 
Government have entirely lost the confidence of the 
country, are now determined to bring about a general 
election by fair means or—as the Labour Party main­
tains—by foul. The weapon of the moment was 
discovered almost by accident by a group of private 
members. A large number of the administrative 
orders incidental to Socialist “ planning ” have to lie 
on the tables of the two Houses for 40 days before they 
become legally effective. Nothing can be done to amend 
them but at any time within the 40 days either House 
may pray ” the King to annul them altogether. 
Proposals to that effect are taken at the end of the 
evening s ordinary business in the Commons. The 
Opposition back-benchers have taken to moving night 
after night for such prayers ; and the effect has been to 
keep the House sitting until members living in the 
suburbs have missed their last trains home. Some 
lories have openly expressed the hope that thereby thev 
thtt thev^will °h 1 th^ alTdy hard-pressed Ministers 
that they will be unable to carry on—for with their

°nty mUSt Stay “ the House untU the vote 
lo LdKCIl.

* * *
Mr. Harold Wilson, President of the Board of Trade 

has retaliated by breaking off negotiations with com­

mercial bodies about price controls until the Con­
servatives drop their guerilla tactics. Mr. Chuter Ede, 
the Home Secretary, and leader of the House since 
Mr. Morrison went to the Foreign Office to relieve Mr. 
Beyin, has hit back at the Opposition by moving the 
adjournment of the House, and carrying it by the use 
of his small majority, before the time for “ prayers ” is 
reached. Each side vehemently denounces the other’s 
moves as contrary to the spirit of parliamentary in­
stitutions. The latest Conservative riposte, to be 
applied on the reassembly of the House, is to move that 
days when prayers against Orders are prevented by the 
adjournment shall not count towards the 40 required 
to turn those orders into law.

* * *
A great private members’ battle, between sides 

curiously led by Mrs. White and Mr. Black, was joined 
in the House of Commons just before the holidays on 
that old and heart-searching subject the law of marriage. 
Easy as divorce has become since Sir Alan Herbert’s 
Act of 1937, Mrs. White wants it made still easier. Her 
proposal is that couples separated for more than seven 
years, and with no prospect of reconciliation, may be 
divorced on the application of either, without taking 
account of which, if either, is the “ guilty ” party. Mr. 
Black examining the statistics and observing that the 

rate has risen from about 500 in 1900 
to 3,000 m 1920, 3,500 in 1930, 6,250 directly after the 

erbert Act, and 60,190 in 1947, thought this was no 
tv?116 iik- further relaxing the matrimonial bond. 
Mrs. White s Bill would introduce for the first time the 
principle of divorce by mutual consent, and would 
also make it possible for an entirely innocent wife, 
eserted by her husband, to be deprived of her status 

without being consulted. With such features, it was
KK- Kt0 be rt^ugly opposed by many besides the 

archbishops and other religious leaders, who are naturally 
.J1 H°use of Commons, nevertheless, gave
the Bill a second reading ; whereupon the Government 
promised to appoint a Royal Commission to make a 
general inquiry into the marriage laws. The Bill will 
now presumably drop, and in due course we shall have a 
stout addition to the already voluminous literature of 
the subject.

Trinidad Under-Sea Oil 
tele™ -^h arrived in London on March 

off fht c ° that had been struck «nder the sea 
ott the Guapo river m Trinidad. The Kern Oil Co Ltd 
first ofi^6 J” development and it was the 
licllce.1 P duCed ln Trlnidad under a marine drilling 

dr.^7^stru<;k atca depth of 3.300 feet, after 
the oiH-set h a en I°r 22 days, the production at 
steted ab°^ 150 barrels a day It was also
sive driffin^ .he Pi?Ved to be satisfactory exten- 
water would h °U ¿^ely, but operations in deep 
water would be improbable until next year.
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Cuba and the British West Indies

Discussions

ALTHOUGH negotiations between the contracting 
parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade at Torquay this winter were held in secret 

it was inevitable that rumours concerning the progress 
of negotiations should arise from time to time. The 
first to emerge was that the United States were seeking 
to obtain a reduction of the United Kingdom preference 
on citrus fruit, and readers will recall that the West 
India Committee drew the attention of His Majesty’s 
Government to the simultaneous announcement of 
heavy subsidies granted by the United States Govern­
ment to exporters of citrus fruits from that territory.

The most alarming rumour, however, was circulated 
later, namely,that negotiations were proceeding whereby, 
in return for certain tariff concessions, Cuba sought 
substantial quotas for sugar in the United Kingdom 
market. Later it appeared that Cuba was demanding 
concessions on other products, particularly citrus fruit 
and cigars.

Readers of the Circular will already have read in the 
Press of the furore caused by these rumours in the 
British West Indies, particularly in Jamaica, and in 
regard to citrus fruits and cigars there is little that need 
be added by way of record. At the request of Jamaican 
producers, urgent representations were transmitted 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with strong 
pleas from the West India Committee suggesting that 
His Majesty’s Ministers could be in no doubt about the 
importance of these two industries to Jamaica, and 
emphasizing that the need was not merely to maintain 
existing resources, but vastly to expand them ; that any 
failure to give full consideration to Jamaica s 
could only result in the aggravation of problems which 
had long been giving His Majesty’s Government great 
concern. In reply the Secretary of State assured the 
West India Committee that he was fully aware of the 
importance of both these industries and that the repre­
sentations that had been made would receive most 
careful consideration. ,Serious as were the implications of the rumoured 
negotiations on cigars and citrus fruit, reports tha 
His Majesty’s Government were actually contemplating 
giving to Cuba a guarantee to buy sugar which m their 
talks with Commonwealth producers they had stated 
would be reserved for the free market came as a profoun 
shock, striking as they did at the industry which is the 
foundation of the economy of the British colonies5 m the 
Caribbean. The matter was taken up en^tically 
with the departments concerned by the London repre 
sentatives of Commonwealth sugar producers.

The first public pronouncement appeared when JY . 
Lennox-Boyd askedwhether the President of the Board 
of Trade could make a statement J^ the
bilateral agreement on sugar supplies between. the 
United Kingdom and Cuba. Mr Harold Wilso 
reply included an assurance that nothing will 
concluded with Cuba which would prejudace‘*eJigre e- 
ments reached last year with Commonwealth^o^ers^ 
Commonwealth sugar producers, however, took the vie

at Torquay

that any such agreement could not fail to prejudice the 
agreements, first because it would give Cuban producers 
a privileged position over Commonwealth producers 
and secondly would serve as an encouragement to the 
Canadian Government to take similar steps. Accordingly, 
both before and after Mr. Wilson’s assurance, Common­
wealth producers acting in concert maintained the most 
forcible and unremitting pressure on the Ministry of 
Food and other departments concerned. On March 
20th the following Resolution was passed :—

“ Representatives of Commonwealth sugar producing 
countries meeting together at the offices of the British 
Empire Producers’ Organization to-day resolved :—

(a) that negotiations for an agreement whereby the 
United Kingdom is to absorb definite quotas of 
Cuban sugar thus giving special status to Cuba 
are contrary in spirit if not in letter to the pro­
visions of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement;

(5) that the interests of the sugar producing Dominions 
and colonies under the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement and otherwise would be seriously 
endangered in the event of these negotiations being 
confirmed ; and

(c) that any bilateral agreement between the United 
Kingdom and Cuba such as has been suggested 
would seriously prejudice the negotiations for a 
new International Sugar Agreement.

“ Having regard to the above, this meeting urges His 
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom to 
abandon such negotiations and to join with the Dominion 
Governments in making suitable representations to the 
Canadian Government in the hope that that Dominion 
will maintain full entry of British Commonwealth 
sugar under the present preferential system without 
commitment for the purchase of foreign sugar under 
bilateral agreement.”

Commonwealth Sugar in Jeopardy
Supporting this Resolution, the chairman of the West 

India Committee pointed out to His Majesty’s Govern­
ment that any contractual arrangements such as were 
apparently proposed for the purchase of Cuban sugar by 
the United Kingdom would, beyond argument, greatly 
ieopardize the interests of Commonwealth sugar pro­
ducers, particularly in the British West Indies, where 
exports compared with local consumption of sugar, 
and sugar, compared with other industries, were so 
preponderantly important. Sugar producers interests 
it was suggested, would be endangered because the 
according of prior status to foreign sugar as against 
Commonwealth sugar in the United Kingdom marke 
would be bound to reduce the size of the over-all market 
available to non-guaranteed Commonwealth sugars 
tnd the price paid for such sugar ; because ^Proposed 
transaction between the United Kingdom and Cuba 
would act as a precedent for Canada similarly 
nrior status to Cuban sugars m the Canadian market, 
which would have literally disastrous results for the 
British West Indies, and because such contractual
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arrangements would make it almost impossible to 
negotiate a new International Sugar Agreement, without 
which such hope as British West Indian producers 
might have of avoiding an over-all loss on full sales of 
sugar under the Commonwealth Agreement would 
disappear.

It was realized that, according to reports, the con­
tractual arrangements with Cuba would be for three 
years only, but it seemed certain that the counterpart 
tariff concessions would bring little real value to the 
United Kingdom in so short a period and that, therefore, 
the arrangements must be continuing. When it was 
considered how hard Commonwealth sugar producers 
and, in particular, those in the British West Indies 
had fought for the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, 
which they were ultimately only able to accept as a 
minimum measure of security, it seemed almost in­
credible that at the same time His Majesty’s Govern­
ment had in mind arrangements with Cuba which, if 
confirmed, would invalidate that agreement. In these 
circumstances the chairman suggested that His Majesty’s 
Government should withdraw from the proposed trans­
action, in which event producers would be fortified 
in their endeavours to persuade Canada against a 
similar transaction on their part.

It however, in spite of all these considerations His 
Majesty s Government were not able to avoid contractual 
arrangements with Cuba during the currency of the 
Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, then, it was suggested 
it was their duty to safeguard British West Indian 
producers against any loss, either in markets or in 
prices, which they might otherwise suffer on any un­
guaranteed portion of their total export quota as 
compared with the guaranteed portion. If that were 
not done the proposed transaction would probably lead 
TTn^K- WJSt Ind?? Sugar g°ing abegging while the 

bed Kingdom and Canadian Governments were buy­
ing foreign sugar on contractual terms.

In conclusion, the chairman reminded His Majesty’s 
overnment that Commonwealth sugar producers had 

only quite recently agreed to restrict their production 
Su/ar^ exP°rt in retum for a Commonwealth

Agreement, which provided, inter alia, for the 
contractual purchase by His Majesty’s Government of 

of sn^r, and that these tonnages were 
the absolute minimum which producers could accept 
and were by no means all they had asked for or all that 
circumstances justified. If, therefore, His Majesty^ 
tbpm0?116111 ?ad S° SOOn found i1: necessary to commit 
themseive8 to make contractual arrangements for 
foreign sugar in a form which it was felt was contrarv 
weakh Cthe nOt 1°the IettCT Of ‘hat c“Z
wealth Agreement, they should in fairness guarantee 
m one way or another the whole of the export tonnage 
to which producers agreed to restrict themselves m 
consideration of the Agreement.

The West India Committee was thereupon informed 
^jeSty’S

with Cuba whi^lcMeTa? Tde
Cuban sugar in 1953, His Maiestv’s Cnv/ 1 P^ch^e 
be willing to undertake tn find ■ government would 
for the elportab“te "

wealth countries concerned up to the kl? °n'
m the Commonwealth Suga?Agreement“ w^uldZ 

willing to discuss with representatives of Common­
wealth producers the most acceptable method of giving 
effect to this undertaking.

Shortly afterwards another report was circulated to the 
effect that Canada had actually signed an agreement 
granting Cuba an import quota for 75,000 short tons of 
sugar annually for three years, subject to ratification 
by the Canadian Government. Thereupon the chairman 
of the West India Committee wrote informing His 
Majesty’s Government that this report had aroused 
alarm and dismay in the British West Indies, where it 
was felt that Canada’s action could be largely attributed 
to the example set by the United Kingdom/Cuba 
negotiations at Torquay. The maintenance of the 
Canadian market and Canadian preference for Common­
wealth sugar, which, it was urged, were essential to the 
validity of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, were 
gravely imperilled. It would be difficult to exaggerate 
what British West Indian reactions would now be to a 
similar transaction between the United Kingdom and 
Cuba covering substantially larger tonnages of sugar, and 
accordingly His Majesty’s Government were urged once 
more not to be a party to any such transaction. In 
conclusion, it was suggested that one way of reassuring 
Commonwealth producers would be for His Majesty’s 
Government to offer to extend until the end of 1953 
the present undertaking by which the United Kingdom 
guaranteed an outlet for the total Commonwealth 
exportable surplus at agreed prices. The West India 
Committee was promptly informed that those representa­
tions had been brought to the attention of the several 
Government departments concerned and were receiving 
urgent consideration.

Meanwhile, pressure is maintained, and help has been 
received from many quarters. From Jamaica in 
particular the most strenuous efforts have been put forth.

he Secretary of State was notified of a Resolution passed 
by the Legislative Council and strongly worded cables 
were sent by Mr. Bustamante, by the P.N.P. and by the 
¿• S' Certain sections of the Press in the United 

mg om have also displayed the keenest interest in the 
Cuban negotiations and have given a great deal of space 
to tnem. It is impossible to quote at length from the 
mass o material to hand, but the following cable, which 
was sent from Jamaica to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies by the Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood, is typical

instruction of Organizations representing Jamaican 
i urge y°u 33 appointed protector of vital 

mterests of over 60 million colonial peoples to protest 
tbe conclusion of pact with Cuba affecting our 

export produce. Apart from possible effect of such a
OUr su^ar.trade both in United Kingdom and 

nnr fnL™ c°nclusion of arrangements prejudicial to 
be pn+irT0’ and pineapple industries would

sent pH f to SP^ of memorandum pre­Mini sfpr ° f ?tlS^ West Indies delegation in May by 
dum ItrP^L^^ Td Mr- DuSdale- This memoran- 
herp nro-pd importance establishment new industries 
hein our economy and promised
¿hit w i 1? objective. We were told by Ministers 
Moreover Mini«??01 ply ypon sm£le crop such as sugar, 
to actMinistry Food promised in November 1949 
Canada and h°^ between West Indies and
from makini/d* V1lw ^bls undertaking we refrained 

g direct approach to Canadian Government
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to safeguard our trade interests. I am sure you will 
agree that your Government has a strong moral obliga­
tion to protect the interests of these colonies which are 
not directly represented at trade talks. We urge you to 
resign office rather than permit your Government sign 
this iniquitous pact with Cuba. The confidence and loyal­
ty of these colonies will be destroyed if United Kingdom 
Government barters away our basic interests for selfish 
considerations of trade. We look to you for protection.”

As we go to press there is no official confirmation of the 
conclusion of any transaction either between the United 
Kingdom and Cuba or between Canada and Cuba.

The West India Committee

Annual General Meeting

is Ijmbg that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Members of the West India Committee 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter) will be held at 40, 
Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, on Tuesday, the 29th 
day of May, 1951, at 11.30 a.m.

By order,
A. E. V. Barton, Secretary.

Questions in the Commons
Reference is made above to the question addressed 

in the House of Commons (on March 15th) to Mr. 
Harold Wilson by Mr. Lennox-Boyd about the bilateral 
agreement on sugar. The question, with supplement- 
aries, and the answers are given below :—

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : Can you make a statement about 
a proposed bilateral agreement on sugar supplies between 
the United Kingdom and Cuba ?

Mr. Wilson : Yes, Sir. Following upon an approach 
made by the Cuban Government, last summer, there 
have been discussions with the Cuban Delegation which 
is taking part in the talks at Torquay under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. Until the discussions 
reach a conclusion, I am not in a position to give any 
details except to say that, as one would expect purchases 
of sugar are included in the subject matter of the talks. 
Cuba is, of course, an important source of sugar supplies 
for this country. I can say, however, that nothing will be 
concluded with Cuba which would prejudice the agree­
ments reached last year with Commonwealth producers.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : Is it not a fact that on a matter 
of vital concern to Australia and to the British suga 
colonies, no notice of any kind was given ei er, ° 
Australian representatives at Torquay or to the^ustrah 
Government that these bilateral proposals were intended?

Mr Wilson: My right hon. Friend the Secretary 
of State for Commonwealth Relations had a sion 
with representatives of the Australian ^vernmenL 
This matter is very difficult and very embarrassing for a 
number of Commonwealth countries and I suggest t^^^ 
it would be better to leave it until the discussions ar 

C°Mr ^Lennox-Boyd : When did the talks take place 
be^een “e SeJetary of State for Commonwealth 

Relations and the Australian Government.
Mr Wilson : It was in the course of the last few days, 

but I cannot give the hon. Gentleman the exact days.
Mr Peter Smithers : Will the right hon. Gentleman 

consult with his right hon. Friend the Secretary of State 
for the CoTonies Ibout the consequences which may

West Indian Colonies? .

fesses

AGENDA
(i) To receive and adopt the Annual Report of the 

Executive Committee for the year ended April 30th, 
1951, the audited statement of the Income and Expendi­
ture Account for the year ended December 31st, 1950, 
and the Balance Sheet.

(ii) To elect members of the Executive Committee 
in the place of those who retire by virtue of Article VI 
of the Royal Charter of Incorporation but are eligible 
for re-election.

(iii) Any other business.

At a meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee held on March 20th, the following 17 

candidates were admitted to membership
Name Proposer and Seconder

'Mr. J. M. Campbell
Campbell Booker Carter, Ltd. 
Mr. Douglas C. Foster

Thomas Hubbuck & Son, Ltd. 
(London)

Mr. John Allen 
(London)

Mrs. R. S. D. Goodwin 
(Antigua)

Booker Line, Ltd.
(Country)

Mr. Cornelius George Perry *
(Country)

Mr. James Meakin
(Country)

Mr. Edward Palmer
(London)

Bookers Produce Ltd.
(London)

Mr. Robert Henry Faulkner
(London)

Mr. Maurice George Moorlen
(London)

Mr. Cyril Conrad Batch 
(London)

J. Wray & Nephew, Ltd.
(Jamaica)

British Paints, Ltd.
(Country)

Mr. T. R. Hawthorn
(London)

Major J. W. Home Robertson, 
(Country)

Mr. Vincent Washington
Guest Ranger

(London)
Mr. R. James Pinchin 

(Canada)

Mr. H. Wakeford 
‘Miss Helen Goodwin 
Mr. Frank J. Goodwin 
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co.,
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co.,
Mr. David Powell [Ltd,
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.

‘Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.

’Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Mr. David Powell [Ltd.

’Gillespie Bros. & Co., Ltd.
Mr. H. Wakeford

’Mr. J. M. Campbell 
Mr. J. R. M. Rocke 

’Mr. J. M. du Buisson 
Mr. J. M. Campbell

’Major R. G. Buchanan
Major Stephen T. S. Clarke, 

" M.C.

Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott
Mr. R. Ellman Brown
Mr. Eustace Myers, J.P.
Sir Errol dos Santos, C.B.E.

Obituary
The chairman referred, with great regret to the

Mr. B. A. Melhado (Bahamas).
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The Duty on Rum
West India Committee Request Reduction

HPhe following letter, requesting a reduction in the duty 
on rum in the forthcoming Budget, was sent to Mr.

Hugh Gaitskell, Chancellor of the Exchequer, by the 
West India Committee on March 10th :—
Sir,

I have the honour to refer to my letter of March 20th, 
1950, addressed to Sir Stafford Cripps, then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, asking that he would give his earnest 
attention to the possibility of effecting a substantial 
reduction of the import duties charged on rum and 
cigars delivered for consumption in the United King­
dom. On the question of cigars, I recently wrote to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies and cannot do 
better than enclose a copy of that letter and commend 
it to your kind consideration. As regards rum, in my 
letter last year chief hopes of securing a reduction of 
duty rates were based on the fact that higher rates had 
resulted in decreased revenue. You will now be aware 
that the quantity of rum entered for home consumption 
in 1950 was almost exactly half of the quantity so 
entered in 1947. You will be aware also that in 1950 
the total revenue from import duties on potable spirits 
of all kinds again declined—on this occasion by more than 
3| million pounds as compared with 1949.

One sequel to the increase in the rates of import 
duties on potable spirits at the end of 1947 has been that 
the proportion of imported potable spirits which con­
sists of rum has declined calamitously. In 1947, 80 per 
cent of the total volume of imported potable spirits 
cleared for home consumption consisted of rum ; in 
1948, 74 per cent; in 1949, 60 per cent; while in 1950 
little more than half of that total consisted of rum. 
These are striking figures, and it requires no emphasis 
that at a time when enormous efforts are being made as 
an earnest of His Majesty’s Government’s conception 
of its responsibilities for the welfare of British colonial 
peoples, measures are being maintained which, however 
well intended, are having a devastating effect on one 
of the most important of colonial industries and counter­
acting good done in other directions.

It will be seen from what is stated above that, under 
present duty rates, the proportion of all potable imported 
spirits consumed in the United Kingdom which consists 
of spirits other than rum has more than doubled during 
the last four years. It will also be found that the 
proportion of all potable imported spirits so consumed 
which consists of foreign (i.e. non-Empire) spirits has 
almost trebled during the same period. While that 
position can be remedied, it could hardly have been 
foreseen. The people of the colonies, however, were 
more than a little astonished when, in spite of the 
known threat to the rum industry, relief was given to 
wme, not only of Commonwealth but also of foreign 
origm. As regards Commonwealth trade in general 
they have become increasingly suspicious that the 
influence which the Dominions are able to bring to bear 
m matters of this kind is far more effective than anything 
the colonies can command ; but that the duties on French 
and German wines should be reduced while the duties 
on British Commonwealth rum are maintained has 
perplexed and astonished them. S

I feel that it is particularly necessary for me to 
mention these things at the present time, so as to avoid 
the danger of similar actions in the near future. I am 
advised that considerable pressure has been exerted to 
secure further reductions in the duties on wines and, 
while the first hope of the West India Committee is that 
in the interests of increased revenue, if for no higher 
cause, the present penal duties on rum will be reduced, 
they trust that the foregoing considerations will be 
sufficient to ensure that unnecessary offence will not be 
given to the colonies by further discrimination of the 
kind mentioned.

I have the honour, etc.,
J. M. du Buisson, Chairman. 

The Chancellor’s Reply
The following reply was sent from the Treasury, 

dated March 30th :—
Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of March 10th about the 
import duties on rum and cigars, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer asks me to say that the views expressed by 
your Committee have been noted and will be borne in 
mind in his pre-Budget review of taxation.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) J. A. Marshall.

Help for Antigua
Questions regarding the hurricanes which struck 

Antigua in August last were asked in the House of 
Commons on February 28th and March 12th.

In the first of these, Mr. H. Hynd asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies how many houses were destroyed 
or damaged by the recent hurricane in Antigua ; how 
many had been rebuilt or made habitable ; and whether 
he was aware of local dissatisfaction on that matter.

Mr. James Griffiths said in reply : “ One thousand 
three hundred and seventy-eight houses, including 
384 of wattle and daub, were destroyed, and 2,506 were 
damaged. About 500 wattle and daub houses have 
been repaired or rebuilt as temporary accommodation 
and, m addition, grants have been made amounting to 
ab°nt85 Per cent of the estimated cost of materials 
needed to repair all damaged houses. As regards the 
ast part of the question, I am in communication with 

e Governor and I hope that a further statement 
about additional, assistance may be issued shortly.” 
r + e s.econd occasion, Mr. Hynd asked the Secretary 

ot btate for the Colonies whether he could make a 
statement about additional assistance in respect of the 
Antigua hurricanes.

In his written reply, Mr. Griffiths stated : “Having 
received detailed estimates of the damage His Majesty’s

J1?Ve aSreed to increase the grant of 
¿¿>0,000 which I announced on September 18th last to a 
maximum of ¿175,000. Of this sum up to ¿152,000 
m hq™ ^^i^P to £10,600 for Anguilla and up 
to ¿12,300 for rebuilding the Leeward Islands Federal 
Secretariat, which was destroyed by fire shortly after the 

i T^S as?stance will be met in part from the 
r e, Pi" Colonial and Middle Eastern Services in respect 
i which I propose in due course to ask Parliament to 

IhL 6 n“cs^rY funds, and in part by means of 
Colonial Development and Welfare
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College of Tropical Agriculture
------- *-------

Charter Silver Jubilee Celebrations

CELEBRATIONS were held at the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture, St. Augustine, Trinidad, 
on March 17th, to mark the Silver Jubilee of the 

granting of a Royal Charter to the College.
It has been in existence, however, for more than 25 

years. The need for a British college of tropical 
agriculture had been voiced by Sir Norman Lamont in 
1902. In 1913 he developed the idea further at a meeting 
held under the auspices of the Liberal Colonial Club, 
suggesting that it be established in Trinidad, with the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture for the West 
Indies, to be transferred from Barbados, as a nucleus. 
The next step was taken by Lord Milner, then Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, who in 1919 appointed the 
Tropical Agricultural College Committee, with Sir 
Arthur Shipley as chairman, to consider the suggestion. 
On the recommendation of this committee the project 
came to fruition by the foundation of the West Indian 
Agricultural College on September 21st, 1921. Sir 
Arthur Shipley became chairman of the Governing 
Body and Sir Francis Watts, the Imperial Commissioner 
of Agriculture for the West Indies, was appointed 
principal. In October, 1922, the West Indian Agricul­
tural College was formally opened by the Governor of 
Trinidad and Tobago, Sir Samuel Wilson.

In 1923, at the suggestion of the Rhodes Trustees, the 
name of the College was changed to the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture. 1925 was notable for the 
completion of the imposing mam building, and early 
1926 for the completion of the experimental sugar 

factory.

The King’s Message
The College was incorporated by Royal Charter in 

1926, and received the Royal Patronage m 19 . 
The ’ King conveyed his congratulations on the 
jubilee in the following message, which was read at 

the celebrations:—
“As Patron of the Imperial College of T^Plcal 

Agriculture I send my greeting to the College on the 
occasion of the Silver Jubilee of its Charter.

“During the 25 years since the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture received its Charter it has pro­
gressively developed to its present position as the 
acknowledged centre of teaching and research in tropical 
agriculture for colonial territories.

“ It is with profound satisfaction that I have learnt o 
its progress and I look forward with confidence to the 
continued development of its activities for advance­
ment of tropical agriculture, on which the welfare ot 
many millions of my people and the people under my 
protection so largely depends.’

Secretary of State’s Message
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. James 

Griffiths, sent the following telegram :—
“ I send my congratulations to the College on the 

occasion of the Silver Jubilee of its Royal Charter.
“ In the last 25 years the College has gained a very 

high reputation. It now performs three most important 
functions. First, it carries out the post-graduate 
training of practically all officers appointed to the 
Colonial Agricultural Service. Secondly, it performs a 
special function in relation to the West Indies in provid­
ing the Diploma Course in tropical agriculture—and I 
am glad to think that students also come to take this 
course from other parts of the world. Thirdly, it is 
becoming more and more a centre for West Indian 
agricultural research. The laboratories which are being 
opened on this occasion are sufficient evidence of this.

“ I hope to see the College become a firmly established 
centre of academic and scientific work in tropical 
agriculture not only for the West Indies, nor yet only 
for the whole Colonial Empire, but for the whole 
Commonwealth and, indeed, for many other countries, 
too. May the College go from strength to strength.

A message from Sir George Seel, Comptroller, Develop­
ment and Welfare Organization in the British West 
Indies, congratulated the College on a brilliant record 
in the service of agriculture and scientific research, and 
stressed the technical and administrative competence 
of the several generations of men who had passed through 

^Congratulations and best wishes for the future were 

conveyed by the West India Committee in a message 
which referred to the undisputed eminence m colonial 
affairs attained by the College, which “ stands a beacon 
of hope in a Colonial Empire whose prosperity, or 
rather whose very existence, depends on the best 
employment of its agricultural resources.

Combined with the celebrations was the official 
opening of new laboratory buildings at the College. 
These comprise a new biology building and sugar 
laboratories The former, opened by Sir Alan .Burns a 
former Governor of the Gold Coast and British Ho 
duras and now British Representative on the Trus^ 
ship Council of the United Nations, was formally blessed 
bv His Grace the Archbishop of the West Indies, the 
Kt Reverend Dr. Finbar Ryan The funds forto 
laboratory, built at a total cost of $360,000, were 
contributed as to a quarter by the Cocoa, ^hoc^e 
Confectionery Alliance of the United Kingdom, and as to 
the remainder by His Majesty’s Treasury from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds. Hubert

The sugar laboratories were opened by Sir Hubert 
Rance Governor, and blessed by the Right Reverend 
D. J. Wilson, Lord Bishop of Trinidad and Tobag .
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The cost of these laboratories, amounting to nearly 
$150,000, has been met mostly from Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare funds, but partly by a contribution 
from the British West Indies Sugar Association (Incor­
porated).

Principal’s Address
The celebration proceedings commenced in the early 

afternoon with the playing of the National Anthem by 
the Trinidad Police Band, after which Mr. H. J. Page, 
principal of the College, extended a cordial welcome to 
the many visitors, and expressed regret that pressure 
of other duties had prevented the attendance of the 
chairman and vice-chairman of the Governing Body— 
Sir Raymond Priestley and Mr. J. M. Campbell.

He then spoke of the big developments which had 
taken place at the College since the second world war— 
developments made possible and largely prepared for 
by the labours of his predecessors, and brought to 
fruition by the whole-hearted co-operation of the staff. 
The new buildings were outward and visible signs of 
some of those new developments. There had also been 
improvements in the syllabus and in the teaching 
curriculum, development of the new college farm, and 
inauguration of four research schemes—for bananas, 
cocoa, sugar and soils—administered by the College. 
From 22 in 1945 the senior staff had now increased to 
58 with eight vacancies still to be filled, and there had 
been a proportionate increase in junior staff, with 
improved emoluments and terms of service all round. 
Increased accommodation had been provided both for 
staff and for the expanded intake of students who came 
not only from all parts of the Commonwealth and 
Empire but from various non-British countries too, 
and were sent out, after training, to all parts of the 
world.

The College, staffed by men with intimate knowledge 
of conditions throughout the British tropical territories, 
and with facilities for training men of all creeds, races 
and colours, who mix freely together and form one 
united student body, would play an ever-increasing 
part m helping citizens of all these territories to fit 
themselves to take their proper share in developing 
and improving their agriculture, which must always 
be a dominant factor in their economy.

Pafe c°ncluded with an expression of thanks to 
the firms who had contributed donations towards the 
C?S1 °f ?he celebrations, and to Professor Shephard 
staff and students who had helped with the organization. 

Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 
reviewed the history and development of the College’ 
pointed out that the mandate given to the institution 
could cover the whole field of work in tropical agriculture 
and paid tribute to the able manner in which, during the 
course of years, the task had been tackled.

The College was now, and had been for many years 
the recognized centre for post-graduate training in 
tropical agriculture for the Agricultural Services of the 
Colonial Empire. It was the centre for various schemes 
of regional research—the banana, cocoa, sugar and 
soil research schemes—of considerable scope and 

magnitude. The importance of the College was fully 
recognized by all the governments throughout the 
British Colonial Empire who contributed to its income, 
while the United Kingdom Government, in addition to 
contributing £ for £ with the colonial governments, 
also made a further contribution from the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund. Annual contributions 
were also made by many commercial firms, associations 
and the like.

Governor’s Tribute to Trinidad
The Governor paid tribute to the 

purpose of the planting community of 
Tobago, which had voluntarily taxed 

Planters 
foresight and 
Trinidad and 
itself to the

extent of £50,000 to assist in the foundation of the 
College, and to the Trinidad government of the time, 
which had granted the 84-acre site at St. Augustine. 
Agriculture in Trinidad had everything to gain by the 
activities of the College within the colony—from the 
fruits of long-range research, from day-to-day contacts, 
from ad hoc investigations and from the many detailed 
surveys which had been carried out into various aspects 
of local agriculture. The present Director of Agriculture 
of the colony, Mr. E. W. Leach, a member of the Govern­
ing Body, nominated by the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago, was a past post-graduate student of the 
College. Diplomates of the College were not only a 
valuable source of recruitment of agricultural officers, 
but were also key material for the development of 
agriculture and agricultural industries. His govern­
ment gave practical recognition of this by the annual 
award of four scholarships, each tenable for three years’ 
training at the College.

The closest co-operation existed between his govern­
ment and the College, and he could only hope and pray 
that future Jubilee celebrations would reflect a con­
tinuance of such co-operation and record continued 
progress in the very valuable work of the institution.

Sir Alan Burns referred to the need for better methods 
and a more scientific agriculture in colonial territories. 
Although over large areas, in spite of poor soil and the 
simplest tools, food had been grown for large indigenous 
populations and, in addition, a considerable amount of 
primary products produced for exportation, the increase 
of population resulting from a more orderly government 
and improved health conditions had rendered imperative 
an enhanced production of food, while it was no less 
necessary, if those tropical territories were to be 
developed, that export crops should be increased in 
quantity and improved in quality. This could only be 
achieved by a better and more scientific agriculture, 
and it was fortunate that the College was there to train 
the men who would carry with them into the various 
territories a common concept of aims and methods 
which would make their inter-colonial co-operation a 
live and expanding feature of colonial administration, 
i United Nations had in the past few months 

ai?bltPus. world-wide programme to bring 
the benefits of scientific advance and technical skill 
to all the peoples of the less-developed areas. There 
was real opportunity for the Imperial College to serve 
as a training centre for the agricultural staff required 

undertakings as the Colombo Plan 
pyind- P?nV?°Ur Pr°gramme. He hoped that the 
expanding facilities of the College—on which the needs
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of the Commonwealth should always have first call— 
would make it possible for such world-wide service to 
become a growing feature of the work and an increasing 
element in the high reputation of the institution.

At this point in the proceedings Sir Geoffrey Evans, 
on behalf of the Governing Body, presented long service 
medals to members of the staff with 25 or more years’ 
service,! and academic awards gained by students. 
Sir Geoffrey himself, and Professor Hardy, were honoured 
with the award of Associateship of the College 
(A.I.C.T.A.), honoris causa.

In his subsequent address Sir Geoffrey spoke of the 
vicissitudes and modest rewards, sustained only by 
faith and hope, which characterized the formative 
years of the institution. Now the prospects of I.C.T.A. 
were bright. To-day the College was a great necessity. 
In 20 years the British West Indian population would 
be doubled, while the agricultural land available might 
become even less. To avoid shortages, output per acre 
would need to be increased. There was a need for 
trained men for extension work as well as for research. 
For the development of the research work funds would 
be required, and Sir Geoffrey stressed the need for 
contributions—official, commercial and private to 
support the developments essential to the proper fulfil­
ment of the established purpose of the institution

The Governor of Trinidad and Tobago then presented 
the insignia of C.M.G. to Mr. H. J. Page and of C.B.E. 
to Professor Hardy.

Opening of New Laboratories
This was followed by the official opening of the new 

biologv and sugar laboratories, already referred to.
AtSthe opening of the latter, Sir John Simonsen, 

Director of Research, Colonial Products ResearclJ 
Council, spoke of the mam functions ne£
laboratory These, he suggested, would be (a) to 

would then be for the sugar industry itself to undertake 

were conducted in 
parties round the various laboratories and experimental 

als"menPto If the anniversary the College issued a 

handsome Silver Jubilee ^et -th ajorewm y 

the Secretary of State lor t . ti Excellently

j-Twenty-two long-service mec^^^ CollegeSas a

gained by Sir Geoffrey himse , E E Cheesman, now
member of the Governing Zpmber of the Governing Body, 
retired from the staff but also f the College, were also
and Mrs. N. H. Young^secretey f * ttend th? celebrations, 
recipients of the medal, thoughunab t pl-eSented were
“or C Y6 Shephard, Professor F. Hardy, Mr. C. T. Watts, 

Mr G Rodrigues and Mr. G. E. L. Spencer. 

vities ; and portraits of all chairmen of the Govern­
ing Body and of all principals of the College. Cadbury 
Brothers Ltd. generously bore the full costs of the 
production of this booklet.

A gratifying feature of the occasion was the interest 
taken in the Jubilee in the United Kingdom.

Broadcast from U.K.
The British Broadcasting Corporation arranged a 

special feature broadcast in which Sir Raymond Priestley, 
chairman of the Governing Body of I.C.T.A., Mr. J. M. 
Campbell, vice-chairman, and Dr. E. E. Cheesman, 
former Professor of Botany, took part, and which was 
excellently produced by Kenneth Ablack.

The broadcast opened with a short introduction by 
Sir Raymond, in which he referred to the great con­
tribution made by the College to agricultural develop­
ment both by the supply of agricultural officers with 
special training in tropical agriculture and by research. 
The College was now the recognized centre in the 
British Commonwealth for post-graduate training in 
tropical agriculture, and since the launching of several 
great research projects had become the central agricul­
tural research organization for the British „Caribbean. 
It was however, above all “ an Empire show, supported 
by the governments of the United Kingdom and of 
many of the colonies as well as by great firms interested 
in tropical agricultural products. That this support 
had continued throughout its existence and had grown 
as the work of the College developed was ample testimony 
to its worth. .

A short account of its formation and objects was 
followed by an intimate and interesting series of reminis­
cences of life and work at the College told by Dr. Chees­
man. These ranged back to the time when the 
institution “ was just a year old and—to say the least- 
unimpressive. One long, barrack-like, wooden building 
housed the administration and the seven scientific 
denartments . . . and . . . did so without any immedi- 
ate "crowding as the total scientific staff including 
new arrivals numbered only ten and the students not 
many more, while there was only the bare minimum 
of equipment to take up space.

From little acorns mighty oak trees grow, and r. 
Cheesman was “ able to watch the erection m succession 
of the experimental sugar factory, electric lightplant, 
gas plant, students’ dining hall, the Milner Hostel 
laboratories for research on low temperature transport 
of blnanas, and a new block of chemical laboratones-

"Ch:™ pSd’a remarkable tribute to the 

students who passed through the college in those 
formative years. “ The depression of the early thirties

quality of the men who came to us and their subsequent 

P6t"F the work of the
CoUege All members of the staff hadI research mter^ts 

always been a pol y , of wide applicability, and 
into sc“ fOT inCTeaSed
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research into tropical soils, the breeding of new varieties 
of bananas, all aspects of cocoa-growing, and the 
chemistry and technology of sugar manufacture. These 
were the main subjects which had received attention 
from the very beginning, and the programmes were 
based on knowledge accumulated during the past 
twenty-five years.

The main features of the programme of research to 
be pursued in each of the four schemes were then 
described, together with a short account of the Peasant 
Investigation project pioneered by the College.}:

College Finance
The broadcast culminated in a talk by Mr. J. M. 

Campbell, vice-chairman of the Governing Body and 
chairman of the Finance Committee, on financial 
arrangements and requirements of the College.

“To-day,” said Mr. Campbell, “thanks to the 
financial arrangements made in 1946, the staff—a 
magnificent staff—are there, the buildings and equip­
ment are there and the College is in a position to fulfil 
itS“ proper functions with entire confidence.

“ But where does the money come from and, with 
costs rising as they are, is there going to be enough 
money to maintain during the next five years this 
position which has been built up since 1946 ? ”

The money for the College as a teaching institution 
came from three main sources.

The first was His Majesty’s Government. Since 1946 
the Treasury had been providing £35,000 per annum, 
made up to £45,000 by an annual grant of £10,000 from 
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds.

The second source consisted of contributions from 
Colonial Governments, which since 1946 had provided 
sums ranging downwards from £15,000 a year.

The third comprised contributions from companies 
and organizations connected with colonial agriculture.

It was hoped, to ensure the maintenance, in face of 
increased costs, of the number and high calibre of staff 
which was necessary, and of laboratories, classrooms 
accommodation for staff and students, and equipment 
to enable the College to fulfil its proper functions with 
entire competence, that all concerned would agree to 
increase their contributions during the coming five 
years. 1 he difficulties with which the United Kingdom 
Government were faced in trying to reduce public 
expenditure in general to pay for the Defence programme 
was fully realized by the College authorities. Neverthe- 
^lt: T! h°p.ed fhat those responsible for these intensely 
difficult decisions would be guided by the fundamental 
importance of the work of the College to the economy 
of the Commonwealth as a whole.

Colonial Governments, too, except for the fortunate 
tew whose economies were buoyant owing to inflated 
values for their exports, were faced to-day by formid- 
able financial and economic problems, and the Govern-

Co]leSe> the help of the Colonial 
2 !ry tO °btain a suhstantial increase in
contributions at a time when short-term and super­
ficial considerations might suggest a reduction. Success 
in this would demand the full recognition by Colonial 
Governments and all shades of opinion in Colon al 
territories of the direct value of the College to themselves.

JSee Circular, April, 1947, page 75^ "-------------- —

With certain notable exceptions, contributions from 
companies and organizations concerned with colonial 
agriculture had not been so great as might have been 
hoped, and it was hoped that the Jubilee Celebrations 
might serve as the origin of a renewed and sustained 
campaign to attract not only new contributions from 
such sources, but also still more students.

U.K. Beet Sugar, 1950
rpHE United Kingdom beet sugar campaign which 

ended on February 18th broke many records.
The total weight of sugar beet received at the factories 

was 5,216,092 tons, representing an average yield of 
beet of 12.81 tons per acre. This compares with 
3,961,263 tons (9.90 tons per acre) received in the 
previous campaign, and 4,522,140 tons (10.90 tons per 
acre) received in the campaign of 1946-47, which was 
the record year until now.

The average sugar content of 1950 beet was 16.53 
per cent against 15.25 per cent (the lowest on record) in 
1949, and sugar produced in the 1950-51 campaign 
reached the record figure of 700,000 tons or 200,000 tons 
more than in 1949-50. In addition, 345,000 tons of 
dried sugar beet pulp, together with large quantities of 
wet and pressed pulp, were manufactured. Production 
of pulp in 1949-50 was 263,940 tons.

Features of the campaign were lack of sunshine and 
abnormal rainfall during the growing season, followed 
by a wet harvest. Attacks of pests and virus disease 
were light. The campaign was started about a fort­
night earlier than in 1949, though it finished twelve 
days later. The close, however, was three weeks 
earlier than in 1946-47, the previous record season—an 
indication of the improvement in factory accommodation. 
The average daily rate of slice on many occasions 
during the season exceeded 40,000 tons. "

West Indian Sugar Production

The following statement of the estimated production 
oi sugar for the quota year ending August 31st, 1951, 

zÎbe ^ates^ information received by the 
W est India Committee :—

Barbados ................ 173,000
Jamaica ................ 279,530
Leeward Islands—
Antigua ............... 24,300
St. Kitts ............... 44,000

Trinidad & Tobago 162,500

Tons
Windward Islands—
St. Lucia ... ... 10,300
St. Vincent ... 2,700

British Guiana ... 189,406
British Honduras ... 1,800

Total .............. 887,536

The Barbados figure includes an estimated amount 
oi lancy molasses equivalent to 20,000 tons of raw 
sugar.

in Pufrt°Ry SUgar cr°P was a record, amount- 
ILs Secretary for Canada in

of which i.060,545 tons were 
sold fcr Srby th,e, U°lted States and 220,000 tons were 

tO EuF°Pe under the Marshall Plan. The
Molasses nrod e prevlous record in 1949 by 8,952 tons. 
Molasses production was 49,522,486 gallons.
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Viscount Elibank Bermuda Before the War

As briefly reported with great regret in last issue, 
Viscount Elibank, a former president of the West 

India Committee, died at Capetown, where he had been 
living since August last, on March 12th. He was the 
third son of the first Viscount Elibank and was born 
in 1877.

Viscount Elibank is still remembered in the West 
Indies, where as Mr. Gideon Murray he was Adminis­
trator of St. Vincent from 1909 to 1915 and of St. Lucia 
for the two following years, acting as Governor of the 
Windward Islands for some months in 1916. Before 
going out to the West Indies he had served for two 
years as assistant private secretary to the Permanent 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies (Sir Francis 
Hopwood) and prior to that had served in New Guinea 
and the Transvaal.

After returning home from St. Lucia in 1917 he was 
appointed Food Commissioner for Glasgow and the 
Western Counties of Scotland, and at the end of the war 
stood for Parliament and was elected for the St. Rollox 
Division of Glasgow as a Unionist supporter of the 
Coalition Government. His association with the Ulster 
leaders brought him into close touch with Lord Salisbury 
and Colonel Gretton, the leaders of the ‘ ¿^rd 
movement. It was he who, on February 1st 1922 
precipitated matters by a letter to the chief, Unionist 
Whip protesting against the ‘ dictatorship of the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Lloyd George, and declaring that 
the time had come to “ re-form the Conservative Party 
upon its own basis.” A month later the diehard group 
was already constituting a solid bloc of Unionist nicmbers 
to end the Lloyd George regime, and it was not long 
before the main strength of the party, was on 1heir^ide, 
as became evident at the famous Carlton Club meeting.

On the death of his father in 1927 he became a 
member of the House of Lords, where he showed lailively 
and practical interest in Imperial ata; and 
everything that affected the welfare of the West Indian 
colonies He became the centre of a number of con­
troversial issues. In the late twenties and early thirties 
he played a prominent part in the ‘" 
for its object the maintenance of the British West 
Indian sugar industry. of theViscount Elibank was appointed president ot the 
West India Committee in 1930. He resigned in 1936

insurance and investment compa w „a Indies and
His publications included United West Indies ano

A Man’s Life. __________

The New York Cocoa Exchange Daily
March 21st states that the marketing of the Gold Coast 
main cocoa crop finished on Marchlbtn^

246,443 tons.

WAith the issue of March, 1951, The Bermudian comes 
™ of age, and the Circular extends congratulations 

to the publishers and editorial staff on the completion 
of 21 successful years of publication.

For the anniversary number the editor has con­
ceived the excellent idea of depicting, in text and 
photograph, some of the highlights of the Bermudian 
scene during the first ten years of the magazine’s 
existence. This covers the period from 1930 to the 
outbreak of war in the autumn of 1939. “We stopped 
there,” states an editorial note, “ because World War 
II, beginning as the decade was ending, put a clean-cut 
period to a memorable era and to a way of life probably 
gone for ever.”

The changes which have occurred during the period 
are underlined by the fact that in 1930 Bermuda had 
no railway, no buses or private cars, no overseas radio 
telephone or dial system, nor had the now well-known 
meteorological and biological stations been established. 
At that time there were 11,000 licensed bicycles in the 
colony, more in proportion to population than in any 
other country, except Holland. In that year the 
palatial Castle Harbour Hotel was in process of building, 
while a notable historical event was the first descent by 
Dr. William Beebe in his bathysphere, when he reached 
a depth of 1,426 feet off Nonsuch Island.

Next year the Duke of Windsor (then Prince of 
Wales) and the Duke of Kent (then Prince George) 
visited the island ; the first non-stop flight from the 
United States to Bermuda was completed; and a 
gentleman who drove a caterpillar tractor and trailer 
on the public road was fined £10 and his tractor declared 
forfeit to the government. On October 31st of that 
vear the first section of the Bermuda railway (the 
western branch) was formally opened by the Governor.

In 1932 the Canadian National Steamship s weekly 
service between Boston and Bermuda was inaugurated 
and that year was marked by the arrival as naval 
commander-in-chief, of Admiral Sir R. Plunkett-Ernle- 
Erle-Drax, now a member of the Executive Committee 
of the West India Committee. The automatic tele­
phone system came into service on October 2nd 
P Though work is stated to have been well ahead on the 
Darrell’f Island airport in January, 1936 m preparation 
for a New York-Bermuda air service, it was not until 
Tune 8th 1937, that the first test flight was made by 
Imperial Airways Cavalier. The official inaugural 
flSht from New York to Bermuda was made on June 
IM by the same plane and the Pan American Airways 

^1^930%^number of holiday visitors, not including 
arrivals by cruise ships, was 46,875. In 1938 the number 
had increased to 56,625.

New Governor Arrives in Jamaica
Sir Hugh Foot, the new Governor of Jamaica, ^ded 
bir nugi j was sworn in as Governor.

Sr S
prominent in public life.
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Sugar Cane By-Products

Professor Wiggins on Scott Report

rpHE following comment by Dr. L. F. Wiggins, Pro­
fessor and Director of Research, Sugar Research 

Scheme, Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, on 
Mr. Walter Scott’s report to the Caribbean Commission 
on the industrial utilization of sugar cane by-products 
will be of interest to members.

Mr. Walter Scott’s Report on the Industrial Utiliza­
tion of Sugar Cane By-Products, which was written 
after a prolonged visit to the United States territories, 
can be considered as a valuable review of the published 
literature on the subject, augmented by practical 
details of the processes surveyed. These details were 
gleaned either by conversation with experts in a 
particular field, or by examining a certain plant in 
operation.

Any sugar manufacturer considering embarking on a 
by-product process should carefully bear in mind that 
it does not mean, because a process is fully described 
in this review or elsewhere in the literature, that a 
potential user may go straight ahead and use it on the 
basis of written information only, even if the process 
were unprotected by Letters Patent. Technical “ know 
how ” is an all important consideration and can only 
be ascertained by practical experience. Obtaining this 
on a factory scale is a costly procedure and hence small 
pilot ventures are advocated before full scale working 
is carried out. An interesting example is nylon spinning 
and processing. A large chemical firm in the United 
Kingdom was presented with all the technical informa­
tion about the process, but a year of solid investigational 
work had to be expended before they were ready for 
large scale working.

Comments are given below on a few selected findings 
of the Report on the three main sugar by-products.

Bagasse. The chapter on this subject is perhaps the 
most valuable of the whole report because, although it 
discloses no processes not hitherto described in the 
literature, it does provide the most detail of those 
covered by it.

Much attention is focused on the production of 
structural board, cardboard and of paper. A difficulty 
with all these processes is, however, the quantity of 
water which they require. It is unfortunate that those 
places with surplus bagasse (St. Kitts, Trinidad, Antigua) 
are those least able to provide adequate water supplies, 
whilst those with more water have, at present, little 
surplus bagasse.

With regard to the manufacture of paper the question 
arises, why have those American firms, who have 
developed bagasse paper processes over the past 10 
years or so, had to go as far afield as Peru and Manila 
to develop them. It is our opinion that no process so 
far invented gives rise to a first rate paper. This view 
is corroborated by our own conversations with paper 
experts m England. There is therefore a real need for a 
new pulping process. In any case, with or without the 
advent of new methods, it would seem more expedient 
for any sugar manufacturer contemplating making paper 
from bagasse to make pulp only, and to ship this to 
Europe for processing into paper. Such a procedure 

would lead to the possibility of using bagasse pulp as an 
extender for wood pulp.

With regard to the possibility of making charcoal 
briquettes from bagasse, experiments were conducted 
at the Imperial College some years ago on this topic. 
One important point is that considerable quantities of 
molasses are also needed for this process so that the 
price of molasses has an important bearing on the 
economics of it. Moreover, the volatile products 
obtained during the dry distillation of bagasse, which 
leads to the charcoal, are valuable. Acetic acid, 'll 
gallons of which may be obtained from 3,000 lb. of 
bagasse, is worth £31. The recovery of this, together 
with smaller quantities of methanol, would require, 
however, a considerable amount of plant.

Molasses. One of the most interesting subjects 
dealt with here is the isolation of aconitic acid as its 
calcium salt or the calcium-magnesium double salt 
from “ B ” molasses or final molasses. The removal of 
aconitate from “ B ” molasses not only gives a valuable 
by-product, but also raises the purity of the molasses. 
The feasibility of the process depends, however, on the 
quantity of aconitate present ; if too small an amount 
is available the technique of isolation will not function 
properly and it would not be economical to work. 
Attempts are being made to work out a rapid method of 
aconitic acid analysis by the Sugar Research Scheme 
staff and should these be successful (the chances may 
be said to be highly promising) an analysis of molasses 
samples from all West Indian sugar factories will be 
undertaken.

With regard to citric acid, which is mentioned in this 
section, it may be useful to record that a factory making 
this substance from molasses in Germany was investi­
gated by the British Intelligence Objectives Sub­
committee and a report published thereon. (B.I.O.S. 
Final Report No. 489. Item No. 22, H.M. Stationery 
Office.)

Sugar Cane Wax. No information not hitherto 
available in the chemical literature is disclosed in this 
section. The Sugar Research Scheme is actively 
engaged on studies in this field and it is our opinion 
that this is a by-product to the manufacture of which 
the sugar industry should give first priority not only 
because it is the simplest process to undertake, but also 
because the product is commanding a very high price.

A number of the by-products covered by Mr. Scott’s 
report are already under investigation by the Sugar 
Research Scheme and any sugar manufacturer interested 
m by-product manufacture should contact the Sugar 
technology Department of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture.

Enibarras de Richesses

The excessively wet “ dry season ” experienced in 
Irmidad (ram fell on 41 of the first 52 days of the year, 
caused extensive flooding and damage and engendered 
tears tor part of the sugar crop) resulted in a shortage 
u ^or^~o^"Spain> where, for a time, the water
had to be shut off daily between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., 
and from 8.30 p.m. to 5 a.m., on account of flooding 
Of all sources of the town’s water supply, including the 
pumping stations. 6
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West Indian Unemployment
Need for Industrial Development

rpHE following letter, addressed to the editor of The 
A Times by the Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood, a member of 
of the Legislative Council of Jamaica, was published 
in that journal on March 19th :—

" In a booklet published by the Caribbean Commission 
Professor Arthur Lewis, of the University of Manchester, 
has analyzed the economy of the British West Indian 
colonies/stressed the urgent problems facing us, and 
made practical suggestions for their solution.

“ Professor Lewis points out—as did W. M. Macmillan 
in Warning from the West Indies, published in 1935— 
that our rapidly expanding population is outdistancing 
the productive capacity of our agriculture. Our salient 
problem is the impact of a rapidly expanding population 
upon inadequate natural resources. It is noteworthy 
that Professor Macmillan’s ‘warning’ of 1935 was 
followed in 1938 by widespread civil commotion and 
rioting brought about mainly by unemployment A 
Royal Commission followed. It issued a report so 
damaging to British prestige that publication was 
withheld until after the war.

“ Unemployment—of which the Jamaica Government 
has at present no statistics—is again increasing at a 
frightening rate. A repetition of the events of 1938 
is inevitable unless Professor Lewis’s new ‘ warning 
is heeded. Here are some of the facts and estimates 
set out in his booklet entitled Industrial Development 
Tn the Caribbean-. (1) Agriculture will m future provide 
employment for less, and not more, British West Indians 
already there is a diminution in the popuiation enj^ 
in farming. (2) Extra jobs must be Provided within 
the next decade for the following number of Bntish 
West Indians: Now unemployed, 140,000, popu 
lation increase, 149,000; release from 
74,000 ; release from domestic service, 50,0 

413 000“(3) Each new ‘basic’ job will create other

llXXaX -XhU „»«j »< th. 

magnitude within the necessary period.
^hese are the conclusions of an eminent econ^ 

writing before hostilities began wf Korea It
3 XI ^h. 

play in this effort, that I wish to direct your attention. 
In his detailed analysis Professor Lewis has designated 
the broad categories of industry most suitable to this 
area : industries requiring a high percentage of labour, 
and a low percentage of raw materials relative to the 
finished product. British export industries, which will 
now be required to devote a large proportion of their 
labour and equipment facilities to the manufacture of 
materials required for the rearmament programme, 
could—provided that they fall within these basically 
suitable categories—be encouraged to manufacture in 
the British Caribbean colonies goods for export to 
non-sterling countries in this hemisphere.

“ Specifically I suggest that (a) these colonies should 
be included in the scope of H.M. Government’s planning 
in connexion with the rearmament programme , (b) 
as an incentive to decentralization within the Common­
wealth orbit, companies registered in the United King­
dom should be granted exemption of United Kingdom 
tax on undistributed profits retained in oversea branches 
or subsidiary companies established within the colonial 
empire by United Kingdom concerns ; (c) the Govern­
ment of the United Kingdom should consider following 
the example of the Government of the United States 
which remits to United States oversea territories such as 
Puerto Rico the proceeds of Federal excise duties on 
exports from the oversea (colonial) territories to the 
continental United States.

“ The last of the three suggestions would provide 
British West Indian Governments with the considerable 
funds that will be required for the provision of facilities 
and services ancillary to a programme of industrial 
development. Given proper training the British West 
Indian worker can do a first-class job—as hundreds of 
American employers could testify from their experience 
with immigrant West Indian labour during the war, 
but, unless the Government of the United Kingdom 
take positive steps to accelerate industrialization of 
these backward areas, we shall soon be overwhelmed 
by the rising tide of unemployment; and
is the seed-bed of Communism. Surely British West 
Indian victories over England at cricket and on the 
running track indicate a degree of skill, stamina, and 
competitive spirit that „should receive encouragement 
in the field of industry.

An Excellent Prescription

rTHE following early Victorian recipe, discovered during 
T™ examination of old documents, merits rescue 
t ,b=rnritv if only to emphasize the long-standing 
from obs“r1^ of rum. The
remedy^ described as an “ excellent restorative cream 

especially good for a bad cough.
Three eggs broken shell an^all put ^1-e of 

two lemons squeezed o • • Strain through

-”dy Let "^aTen fasting.

off decrease in same manner.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ JF bee didn’t ’ting him would no keep him honey.”

* * *
Preliminary figures published by the Registrar- 

General of British Guiana show that the population 
of that colony at December 31st, 1950, was 425,184.

**
Dr. A. C. Thaysen, Director of the Microbiological 

Institute, Trinidad, recently stated that food yeast, 
manufactured from sugar cane molasses at the factory 
in Jamaica, is being shipped to Korea.

* * *
Lady Enid Beatrice Walcott, who, we regret to 

learn died at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, on March 16th, 
was the widow of Sir Henry Walcott, a former Treasurer 
of Trinidad. Lady Walcott was in her 84th year.

* * *
Mr H. Alan Walker, managing director of Caroni, 

Ltd. and the West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd., returned to 
London at the beginning of April from his annual 
visit to Trinidad and Jamaica. He came home by air 

via New York. * * *
The 97th regular meeting of the Caribbean Lodge, 

No 4^26 will be held at Fr^masons’ Hall Great Queen 

Street London, W.C.2, on Tuesday, May 1st, at o p.m. 
Visitors from the West Indies will be cordially wtaed, 
and are invited to communicate with the secretary,

W. Bro. G. J. Dent. * * *
The Roval Empire Society announce that the Empire 

sXXl, Oxford will be held this ^r from July 

6th to 13th. The
Cadogan , r ' p tails may be obtained from

W.C.2. *
His Majesty’s Dockyard, Bermuda, was officially 

closed at noon on March 31st ^ntilj^ the
dockyard was one of ^a] ipment has since been
Royal Navy, but most of the: q p towed to Britain

i. ~
Zquadr^ would revert to the

status of a fleet anchorage. 
*

Mb- um» ww.°«
Bailey, ol '™’dsd on a b,, Apri| yth, before pro- 
in races at Accra, Gold , in a Speciai
ceeding to Lagos, ?Jigeri, reducedP the Gold Coast 
athletic meeting. Mr Wmt reduce^ . Mr
record for440 yards ro . g from 10 sec. to
9.81yc.:lUdCethaX the 220 yards from 22.7 sec. to

21.4 sec. * * *
It was with great regret that we learned of the death

of Lieut.-Colonel Cuthbert Garrard Browne C M.G 
D.S.O., a director of Jonas Browne & Hubbard, Ltd. ot 
Mincing Lane. He died suddenly on February 27th 
while on holiday with Mrs. Browne m Italy. Colonel 
Browne, who was 68, served for several years in Bermuda 
with the R.A.M.C. He was joint proprietor with his 
brother Mr. P. Gladwin Browne, of Waltham Estate, 
Grenada. He was a grandson of the late Mr. Jonas 

Browne. * * *
Mr R. O. Williams, a former assistant Director 

of Agriculture, Trinidad and Tobago, and Mrs Williams 
were among recent visitors to the West India Committee 
Rooms. They arrived in London at the beginning of 
February from Zanzibar, where Mr. Williams is now 
general manager of the Clove Growers Association, 
after having been Director of Agnculture Zanzibar. 
Mr. and Mrs Williams travelled via South Africa, where 
they spent a month with their only daughter, Mrs. G. t. 
Knock, who was born in Trinidad. Their elder son 
Mr. R. O. Williams, is an Agricultural Officer at 

Kisumu, Kenya. * * *
The King has been pleased to approve the appoint­

ment of Sir Newnham Worley, Chief Justice British 
Guiana to be vice-president, Eastern African Court of 
Anneal’ Sir Newnham entered the Colonial Service as 
a cadet in the Malayan Civil Service m 1914 and became 
Registrar of the Supreme Court in 1931. After serving 
as Deputy Prosecutor, Singapore, from 1933 to 1937 
he was transferred to the Colonial Legal ^erv^ as 
Solicitor-General, Straits Settlements. In 1941 ne was 
appointed a Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court Strarts 
Settlements and was interned during the Japanese 
occupation of Malaya. He was appointed to his present 

post in 1947.

Windward Islands

Constitutional Legislation
It was essential, in order that the new constitutions
It was esseuL , Vincent should be

LOT D^oaforce “ early as possible this year, that 
brought in Legislatures should
P^sron for electons to the ne of the

Council.

on February 27t , published as Statutory

Sy “UI come ^nto operation will be proclaimed by the 

Governor.
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The Traveller’s Tree

A Notable Book
Qf the making of many books of travel there is no 

end, but here* we have one with a difference. This 
is due to the extremely keen perceptivity of the author 
and his power to record in vigorous and vivid prose all 
that he so meticulously observes. In other words, he 
has not only an essentially photographic mind but also 
the ability to convert his negatives into successfully 
interesting positives.

Mr. Patrick Fermor had already distinguished himself 
in Greece in the Second World War, and it was he who 
was responsible for organizing and commanding that 
amazing operation which ambushed, captured and 
carried off General Kreipe, the German commander in 
Crete.

In 1948-49 with two companions, one a lady, the 
other the Greek artist Mr. A. Costa, whose admirable 
drawings and photographs decorate the volume, he 
visited by sea and air most of the West Indian islands. 
Their landfall was Guadeloupe, and they then went in 
turn to Martinique, Dominica, Barbados, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Grenada, St. Lucia, Antigua, St. Kitts, the 
Dutch islands, St. Thomas, Haiti and finally Jamaica. 
Hence this important study, the title of which is explained 
as the ordinary name of the remarkable tree known 
botanically as Ravenala madagascariensis, which, like 
all the human beings who now inhabit the Antilles, was 
originally a stranger to these regions.

It may be worth while seeing briefly how the author 
reacted to some of the places he visited. In Roseau, 
where “ every shop appeared to be called Shillingford,’’ 
the author came across an undertaker who “ advertized 
coffins, both ready-made and to measure, at cut-throat 
prices.” In the Free Library he found two young 
Negroes deep in the Bystander and Horse and Hound. 
1 hanks to the hospitality of Mrs. Napier, he is able to 
give a most readable account, both historical and 
current, of the Caribs.

Barbados he considers to be pre-eminent for the beauty 
of its country-houses, and “ in architectural and 
domestic civilization it far excels the other Antilles.” 
As a result of his own research Mr. Fermor is able to 
supply much additional information to the little already 
known regarding the antecedents of that estimable 
churchwarden Ferdinando Palaeologus, “ descended 
from ye Imperial lyne of ye last Christian Emperor of 
Greece,” whose body has lain since 1679 in the church­
yard of St. John’s.

The Trinidad Pitch Lake he likens in colour and 
texture to a gramophone record a hundred and fourteen 
acres in extent, channelled and broken up by a network 
of cracks, where the surface softens into black treacle 
treacherously covered by a thin wrinkled skin. The 
Calypsos he considers to be the only living folk-music_  
at any rate in English—in the British Empire.

In Grenada the author came across in Gouyave the 
notice of a sweepstake of which the first prize was a 
free funeral for the ticket holder or for any friend or

itdTa ¿mtSee,

relation. For a piece of fine word-painting readers are 
recommended to note the description of the Grenadines 
from the air (pp. 195-6).

In St. Lucia the party were shown the well-known 
volcano by a boy of ten, who said : “ There you are, 
madam, it’s no Vesuvius, but that’s all we got in 
Soufrière.” After that they revelled in (and felt better 
for) the sulphur baths, built by order of Louis XVI.

During their twenty-four hours in Antigua they 
encountered only 22 people out of a population of 
34,000. Where, they asked themselves, can all the 
others have been ? The author feels that the beauty 
of the capital of St. Kitts lies in its level and graceful 
solidity. “ Basseterre and the whole of St. Kitts have 
an undeniably patrician air.”

Although he does not find Kingston an attractive 
city—“ it is bigger and uglier than any other town in the 
British West Indies ”—yet he is full of praise for the 
Institute of Jamaica, from which he found it hard to 
stay away. He points out that the synagogue in 
Kingston, though nothing much to look at, is alone 
of its species in the whole world, seeing that since the 
fire of 1882 there have worshipped here side by side the 
two Jewish communities, the Sephardic and that of the 
Ashkenazim. Only here do Rothschild and Sidonia 
unite.

If Mr. Fermor seems to hold somewhat pronounced 
views on the colour problem, particularly in connexion 
with Barbados, then it can only be assumed that had 
he been able to prolong his visit he might either have 
found reason for modifying them or at any rate have 
come to realize that there are at least two sides to this 
question.

The author is most in his element in describing the 
unusual or bizarre elements he meets—the poor whites 
of the Saints or the Redlegs of Barbados, the Saga-boys 
of Port-of-Spain and the lepers of Chacachacare, the 
Pocomaniacs and the Rastafari in Kingston, the cock- 
fighting fancy ” and the Voodoo worshippers of Haiti.

To travel hopefully with the author of Traveller’s 
Tree is undoubtedly better than to arrive, and in one 
reader at least perusal of his pages has produced an 
almost nostalgic yearning to^revisit the idelectable 
islands. G.N.K.

Colonial Police Commissioners

Commissioners of Police of colonial police forces met 
m conference at the Police College, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, 
near Rugby, from April 2nd to 6th. They were present 
when the King and Queen visited the College on April 
5th. The commissioners of the police forces of Malaya, 
Hong Kong, North Borneo, Sarawak, Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanganyika, Mauritius, Aden, Sierra Leone, the Gold 
Coast Cyprus, Trinidad, Jamaica and the Bahamas 
attended the conference.
• ?i5 Je^r^es’ Deputy Under-Secretary of State 
m the Colonial Office, was the chairman. A number of 
vr Office and other officials were present, including 
Mr W. C Johnson, the Inspector General of Colonial 
Police, and his assistant, Sir George Abbiss.

The object of the conference, the first of its kind, was 
to discuss common problems relating to the organiza­
tion and training of colonial police forces.
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The Grenada Disturbances

Further Questions in the Commons
A full account of the disturbances in Grenada was 

published in the March Circular together with the 
replies given by Mr. Griffiths, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, to questions in the House of Commons regarding 
the situation in that island.

Many other questions were put- to Mr. Griffiths before 
the House rose for the Easter recess on March 22nd and 
they are reproduced in full below :—

Mr. P. Smithers (March 14th) asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he was aware of the 
permanent damage to the economy of the colony of 
Grenada which would result from diminished confidence 
of investors and others as a result of the recent outbreaks 
of violence ; and whether he would review the provision 
made for maintaining law and order throughout the 
West Indies, with a view to ensuring that there was no 
repetition of such outbreaks either in Grenada or else­
where.

Mr. Dugdale (for Mr. Griffiths) : As my right hon. 
Friend said in his statement on February 28th, these 
acts of violence have done great harm to the island and 
its inhabitants. As to the second part of the Question, 
on March 6th my right hon. Friend gave an under­
taking to the right hon. Member for Warwick and 
Leamington (Mr. Eden) to look into the question of the 
preservation of law and order in Grenada. My right hon. 
Friend will consider whether the examination should be 
extended to any other of the West Indian territories.

Mr. Teeling (March 14th) asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether he could make any further 
statement on the situation in Grenada.

State of Emergency Ended
Mr. Dugdale : Yes. I am glad to report an improve­

ment in the situation. The state of emergency is ended 
(March 6th, 1951), and the persons detained have been 
released. The Secretary of State’s Labour Adviser has 
had discussions with the parties concerned on the 
labour issues and I am informed that a proposal to 
create statutory wages councils has been favourably 
received both by the employers and by labour. Ihe 
workers in the sugar industry have returned to work.

Major Beamish (March 19th) asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on what date noting first broke 
out in Grenada ; where the Governor of the Y rndward 
Islands was at the time ; by what date he returned 
to his post; by what means ; and what was the cause 
of the delay in his return.

Mr. I. Griffiths : Widespread strikes began on 
February 19th and acts of intimidation and violence 
soon followed. The first reports of arson, and of firing 
by the police, reached me on February 24th, and were 
passed on to the Governor, who was then on leave in 
Devonshire. He at once decided to terminate his leave 
and left by air on March 2nd, which was the first 
opportunity after he received these reports. He 
arrived in Grenada on March 5th.

Mr. C. S. Taylor (March 21st) asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he would make a 
statement about the dismissal of the superintendent o 

police in Grenada, and Mr. Peter Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he would 
make a further statement upon the situation in Grenada.

Mr. Griffiths : As stated by my right hon. Friend the 
Minister of State on March 14th, the proposal to set up 
statutory wages councils has been favourably received 
both by employers and by labour, and it is the intention 
to set up these councils immediately the necessary 
legislation has been passed. A general return to work 
for a period of three weeks to enable further negotiations 
to take place was urged by the leader of the Grenada 
Mental and Manual Workers’ Union, and the Governor 
informs me that there has now been a general resumption 
of work throughout the Island, with the exception 
of two or three estates where some details have yet 
to be settled. All public works employees are back 
at work.

I regret to report, however, that there was some 
increase in cases of theft towards the end of last week. 
I also regret to say that, on March 15th, in self-defence, 
the police had to fire on a hostile crowd, which had 
assembled to march on the court house after eight persons 
had been arrested for stealing cocoa. Stones were 
thrown and several policemen were injured. The police 
therefore had to open fire ; three persons were killed and 
three more were wounded.

Change in Police Command
The question of taking all possible measures to 

achieve the maximum degree of public security had been 
greatly exercising the Governor. He was not satisfied 
that the best use was being made of the police force, 
and decided that a change in command was necessary. 
The Governor, who must clearly have full discretion 
in such matters, therefore granted Colonel Donald leave 
pending the termination of his appointment. He 
appointed another officer, Brigadier Pickthall, who has 
had considerable police experience, to act as Super­
intendent of Police. A Deputy Superintendent has 
recently been appointed and is proceeding to Grenada 
as quickly as possible. At present an officer from 
Trinidad is acting as deputy.

The Governor is satisfied that certain measures of 
reorganization which have been carried out will enable 
the best use to be made of the police, and I am glad 
to say that the situation over the week-end was much 
quieter. A report sent by the Governor yesterday 
afternoon informs me that there had been no reports 
of incidents during the previous 24 hours.

Mr. Smithers : As we are soon to go away for the 
Easter Recess, can the right hon. Gentleman assure the 
House that the Governor is now in a position to give 
effective protection to the lives and property of all 
citizens, and to prevent further outbreaks of looting 
and violence ?

Mr. Griffiths : Yes, Sir. The Governor now assures 
me that the arrangements which he has made will 
enable him to give that protection.

Mr Pickthorn : Can the Minister tell us—I did ask 
him about this 10 days ago—which are the estates 
where there has been serious material damage and 
which are the estates where work has not been resumed ?

Mr Griffiths : No, Sir. I am awaiting a full report 
on the damage that has been done and on those estates
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where damage has been caused. As soon as I have that 
report, I will make it known publicly.

Mr. Taylor: I understand that there were two 
serious charges against the former Superintendent of 
Police. One was that he did not make sufficient use 
of the police forces available to him, and the other was 
that he concealed the seriousness of the situation. Can 
the right hon. Gentleman say on what evidence and on 
whose evidence these charges were made ?

Mr. Griffiths : No, Sir. I am awaiting a full report 
from the Governor. In the meantime, if he found that, 
in the light of the existing circumstances, this change 
in command was necessary, I think he was right to 
make it.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : In view of the very great 
anxiety in the House and the country for the preserva­
tion of law and order in Grenada, will the right hon. 
Gentleman make a statement as soon as the House 
reassembles after Easter, and give us the latest possible 
information about the situation ?

Mr. Griffiths : Yes, Sir. I will.
Mr. Harrison : When the police fired on the demon­

strators was it during that period that the Superintendent 
of Police omitted to do something, with the result 
that the Governor asked for his resignation ?

Mr. Griffiths : I would rather await the fuller report 
on what happened.

Mr. T. Reid (April 4th) asked the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies what was the extent of the damage 
caused to public and private property in Grenada 
during the recent riots ; and to what extent the citizens 
or their representatives helped the authorities to suppress 
the rioters.

Sir Richard Acland (April 4th) asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he had any further 
statement to make on the recent disturbances in Grenada 
and particularly about the circumstances which served 
as the effective cause of the deterioration of the situation 
from a relatively normal industrial dispute into a 
serious disturbance ; and whether he proposed to hold 
any formed in(luiry into the immediate circumstances 
of the disturbances and into the general economic back­
ground against which they had to be considered.

Mr. Cook (for Mr. Griffiths) : I will, with permission, 
make a further statement on the situation in Grenada 
as promised by my right hon. Friend on March 21st.

The Wages Council Bill was passed on March 28th. 
Independently, representatives of the Agricultural 
Employers’ Society and the Grenada Mental and 
Manual Workers’ Union have met under neutral chair­
manship. No incidents have been reported by the 
Governor since the statement in the House on March 
21st. The resumption of work was delayed at Plaisance 
and Mount Horn Estates but is now general.

In view of the negotiations proceeding locally I 
d° not wish to add anything to previous statements 
in the House about the course of past events in Grenada. 
I regret to say that damage and losses in respect of 
crops are reported from some 80 estates, the latest total 
estimates amounting to £195,000. In addition, damage

”SOn y\GoveFnment property is estimated at 
¿8,300 and to private property at ¿9,700. Some 
citizens with wireless experience greatly Assisted police 
communications during the strike: others joined the 
special constabulary. J w tne

Dr. Morgan : Is my hon. Friend aware that the 
economic conditions of the poor labourers of the estates 
in Grenada and the other West Indian Islands are 
perfectly disgraceful ? Would he see that machinery is 
quickly available to take the matter in hand as soon as 
an industrial or agricultural dispute is announced in 
any of the colonies ?

Mr. Cook : We now have this Wages Council set 
up and we hope for good results from it.

Mr. Pickthom : Could the House be told what was 
the meaning of the word ‘ independently ’ used, I think, 
in the early part of the hon. Gentleman’s reply ? I was 
not quite clear about it. Secondly, I apologize to the 
hon. Gentleman but I did not hear quite clearly the 
names he mentioned. Plaisance was one ; was Mount 
Horn one ? Thirdly, is there any means of estimating 
how much, if any, of the damage caused is covered by 
insurance policies ?

Mr. Cook : I am not in a position to reply to the 
latter part of the question, but if the hon. Gentleman 
would put down a question to that effect I will see that he 
is given a reply. I mentioned Plaisance and Mount Hom 
was definitely mentioned. The word ‘ independently ’ 
means that they were independent of the Wages Council.

Sir R. Acland: My hon. Friend mentioned the 
question of investigations that are now proceeding. 
If those are investigations simply by the Minister’s 
Labour officer I would ask, without any criticism of that 
officer, whether he is a sufficient man to investigate 
alone the very important question of why it was that 
something that may have started as a labour dispute 
degenerated into a disturbance and a riot with tremend­
ous loss by damage and loss of life. (Hon. Members:

Speech. ) Second, who is to investigate the question 
of the general economic and social background of this 
island, against which this dispute arose ?

Mr. Cook: It does not arise at this point. Mr. 
Barltrop has the full confidence of the Secretary of State 
m handling the situation, not only from day to day 
but from hour to hour. We want the immediate problem 

and to consider post mortems later.
Mr. Henderson Stewart : In view of the known 

activities of Communists in other parts of the West 
Indies, is the hon. Gentleman able to give the House an 
assurance that a full inquiry into that possibility has 
been made ?

Mr. Cook: We have no evidence at the moment 
ot any Communist activity so far as Grenada is concerned, 
but we are watching the position very carefully.

The Princess Elizabeth Home

i .The Governor of British Guiana, Sir Charles Woolley, 
laid the cornerstone of the Princess Elizabeth (Red 
Cross) convalescent home now under erection in George­
town, on February 21st. The Dean of Georgetown, the 
Very Reverend J K. Young, pronounced the blessing.

Contributions from the Princess Elizabeth wedding 
gift. f"nd (nearly $9,000), from the British Red Cross 
Society ($14 400), and from the British Guiana Associa­
tion for the Deaf and Dumb ($3,000) have made possible 

Which is exPected to cost 
about $26,000. The local Red Cross Societv has also 
collected $6,000 and $8,000 in annual Red Cross weeks.
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Guiana-Honduras Settlement

Report in the Commons
Tn the House of Commons on February 21st, the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. James 
Griffiths, supplied the following information to Mr. H. 
Hynd, who had asked him whether he could make a 
further statement on progress made about recom­
mendations of the Evans Report respecting British 
Guiana and British Honduras. In a written answer 
Mr. Griffiths stated :—

British Guiana
Topographical Survey.

Considerable areas of the coastlands of British Guiana 
have now been photographed. The photographs will 
enable topographic maps to be made which will provide 
data for the study, among other things, of drainage 
and irrigation problems. It is hoped that it will be 
possible to photograph further areas in the interior 
of the colony beginning next month.
Rice.

Proposals are under consideration for the establish­
ment of a joint company consisting of the Colonial 
Development Corporation and the British Guiana 
Government for increasing the production of rice in 
British Guiana and providing additional and up-to-date 
milling facilities.
Agricultural Development of the Interior.

In view of the unsatisfactory result of the soil survey 
of the Potaro area, investigations are being made into 
the possibility of growing cocoa elsewhere in the colony 
on the coastal and riverain areas.
Bananas. . . .

The British Guiana Government, in association with 
two commercial firms, is carrying out experimental 
banana production.
Timber.

The Colonial Development Corporation are going 
ahead with their plans, referred to in my reply to my 
hon. Friend the Member for Dagenham (Mr. Barker) 
on July 5th, for timber extraction on a large scale in the 
Bartica triangle. The Corporation has registered a local 
company to take over its operations. The lull value 
of these operations will not be obtained unti e 
Corporation’s large modem sawmill at Georgetown is 
completed in 1953.
Rupununi Livestock Development.

With the assistance of the Economic Co-operation 
Administration, steps are being taken to obtain expert 
advice on pasture and breeding questions concerned 
with the cattle industry in the Rupununi savannahs. 
An abbatoir has been set up in the Rupununi and sub­
stantial quantities of meat are being transported by air 
to the coast from this area.
Communications. .. ,The report on the survey of the first 25 miles of the 
road from Bartica to Potaro has now been received. 
There appears, however, to be little economic justih 
tion for the construction of this road at Pr®seJ^- -Riirtl-ra 
not now be needed for the timber project in the Bartica 
triangle ; there will be no rapid agricultural develop 

ment in the Potaro area ; and certain gold mining 
operations in the same area have been abandoned.

For similar reasons, it is not proposed at present to 
undertake further costly investigations into the possibil­
ities of dredging the Essequibo River Bar. Road and 
rail communications in the coastlands and air com­
munications into the interior are, however, being 
improved.

British Honduras
Government Farm.

The Government Central Farm on the Baking Pot 
Estate in the Cayo district has continued its work on 
the better cultivation and production of the principal 
food crops.
Surveys.

An Ecological Land Use Survey Unit has been formed 
for the Caribbean area. The Unit will start its work 
in British Honduras. A geologist is at present con­
ducting a systematic geological survey of the colony. 
Rice.

A pilot scheme for rice production is under considera­
tion.
Dairy Farming.

A livestock officer has been appointed. The Colonial 
Development Corporation have decided to carry out a 
livestock project which will cover the production of 
cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry and vegetables.
Bananas.

The Colonial Development Corporation, in association 
with the British Honduras Enterprises, Limited, are 
engaged on planting bananas in the Stann Creek area. 
The first results from this planting should be available 
in June.
Cocoa.

The Colonial Development Corporation are considering 
the possibilities of cocoa production.

The Colonial Development Corporation have also 
decided to grow ramie on a small estate.
Hotel Accommodation.

It is hoped that the Colonial Development Corporation 
will have completed the construction of its hotel m 
Belize by the beginning of 1952.
Communications. „-ui

Construction of the important road from Middlesex 
to Roaring Creek was started last year. Work is also 
proceeding on the feeder road in the Stann Creek 
district which will serve the area in which bananas 
are being grown. A survey of port facilities in the 
colony has been made and the report is now being 
examined.
Hvdro-Electric Development.

An investigation is at present being made of hydro­
electric possibilities in the Stann Creek and Belize areas.

The subscription for Membershipof the her
Committee, which is payable on election, is £1 10s. per 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms etc. In 
the case7of individuals elected on or 
initial subscription is 15s. and in that of firms £2 12s. 6 . 
Subscriptions are renewable on January 1$?.
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U.K. Dollar Earnings
Role of Sugar and Cocoa

An account of the contribution made by exports of 
processed food and drink to United Kingdom earn­

ings of foreign currency in general, and dollars in 
particular, is given in the issue of the Ministry of Food 
Bulletin dated March 24th.

“ This earning of foreign currency,” states the 
Bulletin, “ particularly dollars, is one of the chief 
reasons for our food export policy—there is a vital 
need to export all the goods we possibly can to countries 
with which we have an unfavourable balance of trade. 
Apart from this pressing need, we must also look to the 
welfare of the colonies, and ensure that they have 
adequate supplies of necessary foodstuffs which they 
might find difficult to buy elsewhere. There is, too, 
our obligation as a participant in the European Payments 
Union to develop trade with other member countries. 
And, as one of the foremost trading nations in the 
world, we must maintain or recapture our traditional 
markets.”

Of particular interest to West Indian producers is 
the part played in this export trade by sugar and cocoa.

“ The quantity of refined sugar exported last year 
was about 32 per cent higher than in 1949, and rather 
over double the pre-war volume. The value increased 
by 82 per cent compared with 1949. Raw sugar is 
imported specially for this trade, the greater part of 

which, though not directed to the dollar markets, is in 
fact paid for in dollars. This is an example of profit­
earning by importing, processing and re-exporting.

“ Chocolate and sugar confectionery provide another 
example, and a significant proportion of our exports of 
these products is to hard currency areas. Chocolate and 
sugar confectionery rank high in our list of dollar 
earners. While the increase in value of exports to all 
destinations was 30 per cent, the value of purchases by 
the United States and Canada rose by 185 per cent 
and 236 per cent respectively. The volume of chocolate 
and sugar confectionery exports was over double the 
pre-war figure.

“ There was a notable increase in our exports of cocoa 
butter. Demand from the United States has grown— 
the U.S.A, did not buy any from us in 1949 and in the 
previous year the value of this trade was only £9,000. 
But in 1950 we exported £166,000 worth to the U.S. 
The value of Canadian purchases rose by 103 per cent. 
It must be remembered, however, that the world price 
of cocoa butter was much higher than in previous 
years.”

The figures of United Kingdom exports of sugar and 
cocoa products in 1948, 1949 and 1950, with those for 
the pre-war year of 1938 for comparison, are given in 
the table below.

To offset the reduction of exports of items now vital 
to defence and to provide dollars to buy materials of 
defence, the Ministry will call upon United Kingdom 
exporters of processed food and drink for even greater 
efforts in 1951.

Item 1938 1948 1949 1950
Quantity 
’000 tons

Value 
¿’000

Quantity 
'000 tons

Value 
¿’000

Quantity 
’000 tons

Value 
¿’000

Quantity 
’000 tons

Value 
¿’000

Refined Sugar
U.S.A, and possessions
Canada and Newfoundland ...
All destinations...

1.3
(a) 4.9

362.1

10
(a) 36

2,628
Nil 
581.9

1 
Nil 

20,482

0.2 
*

566.4

7 
*

19,342

*
*

751.8

2 
♦

35,211
Cocoa Preparations, Chocolate and Sugar 

Confectionery Products
U.S.A, and possessions
Canada and Newfoundland ...
All destinations...

0.3
1.9

29.2

19
129

1,453

12.4
2.4

52.8

596
444

9,187

7.6
2.8

57.3

569
488

10,385

11.6
8.0

65.1

1,621
1.633

13,116
Cocoa Butter

U.S.A, and possessions
Canada and Newfoundland ...
All destinations...

N.A.
1.4
1.7

N.A.
101
129

♦
0.2
2.4

9
92 

1,200

Nil
0.8
3.8

Nil
269

1,432

0.5
1.1
6.9

166
547

2,890

N^No^SíS.100 tOnS “ ¿5°°- <a) Newioundl“d and Labrador only
Canada not available probably s mall.

C.D.C. and Bagasse A ‘ dry weather ’ estate needs the bagasse far more,

The correspondence on the use of bagasse for news­
print published on page 53 of the March issue of the 
Circular has brought a letter from Lieut. Colonel H. 
Jarrett-Kerr, who points to the need, particularly on 

dry weather sugar estates, for the return of bagasse 
to the soil to maintain the humus content. $

” Since we gave up the factory on my property ” he 
+hnd We 1OSi bagasse to the factory which 

bought the canes, the land has suffered, and fertility.

k rt • se more fortunate in soil and climate,
but both suffer m the end.

My family has been in occupation of the property 
tor over two hundred years, and have been able to keep 

iVer tbe use of the bagasse remaining over. 
< < 1T Provided the right flame for our open pans.

BUt 1 nTYer seen such desolation in any drought
before as that which I saw in 1946, thanks to the loss 

humus and those elements which humus assists. 
^agasse was generally used near the factory, and 

helped us provide our own slips for ‘ supplying/”
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West Indies at Westminster

T^he House of Commons adjourned for the Easter 
* recess on March 22nd, and reassembled on April 
3rd.

Sulphur and Sulphuric Acid Exports. In a written 
answer of March 20th, the Secretary for Overseas Trade, Mr. 
Bottomley, informed Mr. Astor that exports and re-exports 
of sulphur in the three months ending February 28th, 1951, were 
226 tons, and in the six months ending February were 2,729 
tons. United Kingdom exports of sulphuric acid during the 
same periods were 864 tons and 2,106 tons respectively.

New Currency. Mr. R. Robinson asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies why the new unified currency for the 
West Indies had not been adopted by Jamaica.

In a written reply of March 7th, Mr. Cook, Under-Secretary 
of State, stated that Jamaica used pounds, shillings and pence. 
When the matter was considered, there was strong local feeling 
against making any change.

Corona Club and Magazine. In a written answer of March 
7th, Mr. Cook, Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, informed 
Mr’ Parker that the number of paid-up subscriptions to the 
Corona magazine was 1,938. In addition an average of 42o 
copies were sold for cash, giving an average total paid circulation 
of 2,363. The Corona Club was a private institution for which 
he had no responsibility.

Teachers (Appointments). Mr. Rankin asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what steps he proposed to take to cut 
down the time-lag between the advertisement of teaching posts 
in the colonies and the appointment of the teacher. Qtafp Mr

In a written answer of March 14th, the Minister of State, Mr 
Dugdale stated : “ Every care is taken to avoid ^ut “
my hon. Friend has a particular case m mind and will send me 
details I will certainly investigate it.”

C.D.C. Public Relations Officers. Mr. Rankin asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies how many public relations 
officers-were employed by the Colonial Development Corporation 

^The M^STof State, Mr Dugdale, in *

March 14th stated : ‘‘I would invite my hon. Friend to reier 
his inquiry’to the Corporation, who are responsible for their 

internal organization.”
„ Mr. H. Hynd asked the Secretary

of Stab?for the Colonies whether he was aware that for some 
^ere had been ^"ufaX

MX Xt« staff discontented ; and what 

action he proposed to> take^ -n a written reply of
March Mth^s Jted^that ^a request Jr an « mto t^ George- 

town hospital was addressed to e August last year. 
MM"aVcMMhe 

matter which he was considering.
Racial Discrimination M. »Hughes^ed the 

Secretary of State for the Hom . P . h hotels and restau-

of March 5th, stated that vffiile f y discrimination, his 
view as to the undesirabffit^^ out no
Sp“ oTthe oTve—UntroduX legislation on the matter.

British Borneo Cocoa ™posalbto grow cocoa
what progress had been maew th Colonies> Mr
in British Borneo, the Secret Y answer of March 21st that 
James Griffiths, stated in a w West Africa, Malaya and
experimental plantings wit with varying but on the whole
local sources had been carried out with vary^ 
successful results. $n(Tresults^so Far obtained encouraged the 

heopeXf cocoa would make a useful contribution to the economy 

of those territories.

Sugar Cane By-Products. Mr. Braine asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what steps it was proposed to take to 
encourage the practical application in the West Indies of the 
report on the industrial utilization of sugar cane by-products 
recently issued by the Caribbean Commission.

In a written reply of March 21st, Mr. Griffiths stated that the 
report was a summary of known methods of using those by­
products. This question had been receiving constant attention 
for some time past, and a laboratory for the study of sugar 
technology including the use of by-products had just been 
opened at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad. 
The C.D.C. also had a mission in the West Indies inquiring into 
the use of bagasse for the manufacture of paper.

British Sugar Ration. Mr. Alport asked the Minister of 
Food whether in view of improvements in the sugar supply 
position, which had recently been made public, he was able to 
increase the present sugar ration ; and whether he intended to 
end sugar rationing during 1951.

In a written reply of March 21st, Mr. Webb said he thought 
the hon. Member was referring to a recent forecast of improved 
supplies in 1951 made by the Chairman of Messrs. Tate & Lyle, 
Ltd. Lord Lyle’s statement was, he regretted to say, over- 
optimistic and misleading. On the basis of the latest estimates, 
total exports from Commonwealth countries, together with 
supplies of home-produced beet sugar, were expected in 1951 to 
amount to about 2,150,000 tons of raw sugar. This was barely 
sufficient to maintain the ration at the increased rate oi 10 oz. 
plus, of course, six bonuses. In the circumstances, he could 
see no early prospect of ending sugar rationing.

Castries Fire. Replying in a written answer on March 
14th to questions by Mr. P. Smithers and Mr Sorensen, the 
Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. Dugdale, stated : I 
regret to report that fire broke out about 9 p.m. on March 5th 
in the Chausée area. Unfortunately, breaks occurred in the 
water mains and pumping machinery at the same time andut was 
not possible to bring the fire under control with sea-water until 
midnight. About 141 buildings, mainly private houses occupied 
by about 200 families, were destroyed. No new buildings were 
involved. I am glad to say that there was no loss of life 
Arrangements have been made by Government to provid> the 
homeless with temporary accommodation, food and clothing. I 
am sure that the House will wish my right hon. Friend to express 
their sympathy with those who have lost their homes.

Replyhig again to Mr. Smithers, who asked what measures 
were taken to improve the efficiency of the fire service m Castries 
Xr the disastrous fire of 1948, Mr Dugdale.stated : ¿A" 

fire fighting equipment was obtained, and a full-time tire 
brigade wjcreated. In addition, a new water supply system 
is being laid and a modern fire station is being built.

Mr N. Manley's detention in U.S.A. Mr. Driberg asked 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on April 4th if he would 
the Secret y ances in which Mr. Norman Manley,
KVC amember of the Jamaican House of Representatives, was 
K C-, a on Ellis Island by the United States immigra-

"hat rep/sentation addressed

the United States Government on that matter.
Mr Herbert Morrison said that he had been informed by His

ha"bTfo^

SPdXn^XafteJ^
with the Secretary of State for British subjects,

and members’1 of Legislative Assemblies, were not subjected to

SSnlid that natura^he = sorry but

S regretted—his horn Friend was making rather excessively 

XZl^UcX^tion. Bermuda. Mr. Emrys Hughes
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asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what steps he 
would take to ensure that there was no race discrimination in 
Bermuda and that Negro residents would be permitted to attend 
theatrical performances on the same terms as white people.

In a written reply of March 21st, Mr. James Griffiths stated 
that he understood that all theatres in Bermuda were open to the 
general public, including coloured persons.

Maps. Mr. J. Johnson asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he was aware of the lack of good maps of the colonial 
territories ; and whether he would sponsor the publication of an 
atlas of the colonial empire.

Mr. Dugdale, Minister of State, in his written reply of March 
14th, stated that his hon. Friend was well aware that good maps 
were lacking in many colonial territories. To remedy this defect 
the Central Directorate of Colonial Surveys was set up in 1946 
and was turning out work as fast as available resources permitted.

Cameroons Banana Exports. Mr. Sorensen asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what quantity of bananas 
had been exported from the Cameroons during the past four 
years ; what price the exporters and the growers, respectively, 
received for this ; and whether he was satisfied that all shipping 
difficulties have now been overcome.

In a written reply of March 7th, the Under-Secretary of State, 
Mr. Cook, stated that total exports during the past four years 
were approximately 183,000 tons. The f.o.b. prices paid to 
the exporters, who were also the growers, were : 1947, ¿32 ; 
1948, ¿27 ; 1949, ¿30; 1950, ¿32. Adequate refrigerated 
shipping space was now available.

C.D.C. (Board). Mr. Emrys Hughes asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what was the previous business experience 
of each member of the Board of the Colonial Development 
Corporation.

In a written answer of March 13th, Mr. James Griffiths stated 
that the present members of the Corporation with business 
experience, with details of that experience so far as they were 
known to him, were as follows :—
Mr. Robin Brook (Deputy chairman)

Director, Ionian Bank and Hellenic and General Trust since 
1946. Director, Bank of England, 1946-49. National Discount 
Company, 1930-46.
Mr. H. M. Gibson :

Director, the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited, and 
other companies.
Mr. H. Hume

Chairman, Charterhouse Investment Trust Limited ; Chairman 
and Managing Director, Charterhouse Finance Corporation 
Limited; Deputy chairman, Metropolitan Estate and Property Cor­
poration Limited; Director, Associated British Maltsters Limited 
Methuen and Company Limited, and several other companies. ’ 
Mr. G. Tyser

For 30 years managing director of Lazard Brothers and 
Company Limited. Also chairman of the Mercantile Group of 
Investment Trust Companies and joint deputy chairman of 
Phoenix Assurance Company Limited.
Mr. A. J. Mitchell

(Public Works Department, Tanganyika), 
1930-49 Formerly associated with various engineering firms 
m the United Kingdom and abroad.

Torquay Conference. Mr. Russell asked the President of the 
Board of Trade on March 22nd when the Torquay Conference 
woJ“..d, e“d ’ and when the results of the conference would be 
published.

Mr. Harold Wilson, President of the Board of Trade, said that 
as was stated m a Press notice issued by the secretariat of the 
conference at Torquay on March 15th, arrangements had been 
made for the completion of the bilateral and of the multilateral 
on Anri the negotiations so as to bring the conference to a close

Apnl 21st. The results of the conference were to remain 
secret until May 9th, and on May 12th the full text o the 
Torquay concessions would be made public by the secretariat 
at Geneva. He would, of course, arrange for thresult of the 
conference to be made available to the House at the earliest 
possible moment. c earnest

Mr. Dodds-Parker asked Mr. Wilson if he would give the House 
an undertaking not to sell out the Empire anv further ~ 
appeared to have been done over su^ar P y ther, as

In reply, Mr. Wilson stated : “ The hon •
"ho^ about MT' hNe 
makes. I gave an assurance aSTthe attitud^of “thCountry 

towards the Imperial Preference question before the conference 
began, and I think that when the conference ends the House will not 
be dissatisfied with the way in which I have kept that assurance.”

Festival of Britain (Visitors). Mr. Keeling asked the 
Minister of Health on March 15th whether, in view of the 
impending large influx of visitors for the Festival of Britain, 
he intended to use his powers to impose a charge on them for 
their use of the National Health Service.

Mr. Marquand said he did not. He considered that the 
occasion would be most inopportune for such measures.

Mr. Keeling then asked Mr. Marquand why he took those 
powers. Was it not clear that those visitors will be a substantial 
drain on the National Health Service, which was already over­
burdened, to the detriment of British residents ? Would it not be 
a good thing to discourage its use by visitors by imposing a 
substantial charge except, of course, where there was an agree­
ment for reciprocity of treatment ?

In reply, Mr. Marquand said that nothing would be more 
unfortunate than to ask our fellow subjects in the Dominions 
and colonies to come here, especially this year, and then to levy 
a charge if they had a slight cold. Nothing would be more 
vexatious to the people of this country than to ask them to 
take their identity cards to the surgery during the currency of 
the Festival of Britain in order to prove they were not foreigners.

West Indies Federation. Mr. H. Hynd asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if he would make a statement on the 
progress achieved regarding West Indian Federation; what 
were the factors delaying its advance ; and what progress had 
been made towards functional as distinct from political federation.

In his written reply of March 14th, Mr. Dugdale, Minister of 
State, stated that the Report of the Standing Closer Association 
Committee, which recommended federation, had been accepted 
by the Legislatures of Trinidad ; the four colonies of the Wind­
ward Islands ; and the Presidencies of Antigua, St. Kitts and, 
with one reservation, Montserrat in the Leeward Islands. The 
report had still to be discussed by the other Legislatures.

Every opportunity was taken to secure regional action. For 
example, regional conferences were held from time to time 
to discuss particular problems ; a proposal had been made for a 
Regional Economic Committee to act as a consultative and 
advisory body to the participating Governments in matters of 
common economic significance. The unification of the Public 
Services and the establishment of a Customs Union, which 
had been the subject of separate reports, were being considered 
by the Legislatures.

Bermuda’s Colonial Secretary

Mr. Oswald Raynor Arthur, Chief Commissioner, 
Cyprus, has been appointed Colonial Secretary, Bermuda, 
m succession to Mr. W. Addis, C.M.G., who has been 
transferred to the Federation of Malaya as Deputy 
Commissioner-General for Colonial Affairs, South-East 
Asia.

Mr. Arthur was born in 1905, at Poona, India, and 
educated at Charterhouse and Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge. He was appointed to the Colonial Service 

na ln 1928» and was transferred to Cyprus as an 
Administrative Officer in 1937. He was promoted to be 
Commissioner ln 1946’ and to be Chief Commissioner 
m 1948.

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
March production of crude oil and casing head gasoline 
amounted to 268,837 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Production 
ÍOV-e-í° ™eeks ended April 2nd was 513,959 barrels.

trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
output for March was 251,815 barrels.

1 nmdad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of March 
from own fields only, amounted 

to 011,377 barrels.
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

SUGAR. Our correspondent, writing from St. John’s 
on March 20th, states : “ The Antigua Sugar 
Factory has been forced to stop grinding because 

of dissatisfaction among the cutters on the estates. 
There seems to be some doubt about the reason for this, 
but nevertheless the sugar industry is very much 
hampered.

Obituary. “ I very much regret to announce the 
death of the Rev. Canon Wayne—the father of Mr. 
R. St. J. Wayne, Administrator of Antigua, while on a 
visit to this island. The sympathy of the people of 
Antigua goes out to Mr. Wayne in his bereavement, 
but we are happy to know that Canon Wayne had spent 
a most enjoyable holiday with his son, and Mr. Wayne 
will have many happy memories of their time together.

“ News has been received by cable of the death of 
Mr. John McS. Goodwin in Canada. Mr. Goodwin 
was manager of West Farm Estate in St. Kitts, and 
had gone to Canada acting on medical advice, and had 
undergone four major surgical operations, the last oi 
which evidently proved too great a tax on his strength. 
He was the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. G. Alfre 
Goodwin of Duers, Antigua, and the brother of Mrs.
A. F. A. Turner.

Personal. “ Mr. and Mrs. Norman Ross leave 
Antigua next month. Mr. Ross has been for the last 
five years accountant of the Antigua Sugar Factory, 
and his particular hobby has been the local tennis club. 
He has done much to improve conditions there, and at 
the last general meeting he and Mrs. Ross were elected 
as honorary members of the club m appreciation of their 
very active interest.”

BARBADOS
Shipping. Miss Joan Kysh, Secretary of the Bar­

bados Publicity Committee, m a newsletter h?t
town dated March 21st, writes : The CunardWhite 
Star luxury liner Mauretania paid an unexpected 
at Barbados on March 3rd, bringing 650 cruise passangers 
The United States Training Ship Charleston paid a visit 
to Barbados from March 3rd to 6th.

Air Services. “ It is expected that B.W.I.A. Ltd. 
will effect a revised temporary schedule for the 
of April. Under this schedule the Tnmdad-B^do 
flights will be slightly reduced per w . specjal 
on March 14th B.W.I.A. operated additional special 
flights from Venezuela to Barbados and return <overt.he 
Easter holidays. Avensa Airlines also operated three 
special flights during this period, bringing 150 Venezuelan 

tourists. ,,

chlm^

thrOUgh°Ut 

month. Yachting—The fifth regatta of the Royal 
Barbados Yacht Club was sailed on March 17th. Foot­
ball—A visiting Grenada football team played local 
teams at Kensington Oval between March 12th and 21st. 
Racing—The spring meeting of the Barbados Turf Club 
was held at the Garrison Savannah on March 3rd, Sth 
and 10th. Large and enthusiastic crowds attended 
these races.

Poster Competition. “ The poster competition of 
the Caribbean Interim Tourism Committee is being 
sponsored in Barbados by the Barbados Publicity 
Committee. A panel of judges selected by the Barbados 
Arts and Crafts Society will judge the work of the local 
artists, and the winning poster will be forwarded to the 
Caribbean Interim Tourism Committee in Trinidad by 
the committee.

New Hotel Wing. “ The new wing at the Hotel 
Royal-on-Sea, consisting of eight double bed-sitting 
rooms, each with private bath, hot and cold water, 
has been completed. These rooms, which face the sea, 
are indeed a welcome addition to the much-needed 
accommodation. The Crane House Club, The Crane, 
St. Philip, has been closed.

“An Exhibition of Paintings in oils, by a local 
artist, Mr. Harold C. Connell, was held at the Barbados 
Museum from March lOtb.

Entertainment. “ The Barbados Dramatic Club 
presented the thriller ‘ A Murder Has Been Arranged ’ 
at the Empire Theatre on March 15th and 16th. the 
police band gave numerous concerts throughout the 
month. Dances are expected to be held „at leading 
hotels and clubs over the Easter week-end.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Sugar. Our correspondent, writing from George­

town on March 27th, states : “ The 1951 crop is now 
well under way and though the recent unfavourable 
rains have adversely affected cane quality it is expected 
that the colony’s production this year will be a little over 
200,000 tons.

Rice. “ The Colonial Development Corporation has 
sent a commission to British Guiana to investigate the 
possibility of expansion of the rice industry with 
particular reference to the proposal that 
and the Colonial Development Corporation should form 
a company to take over the present Mahaicony/Abary 
rice development scheme and to build and operate other 
central rice factories. The members of the Commission 
are • Sir William Stampe, a well-known consultant on 
drainage and irrigation; Brigadier E. B. Mount, 

“fribb“

Stress mHayden, agricultural machinery expert of the E.C.A.,
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and Mr. W. S. Hindle, a finance representative of the 
Colonial Development Corporation.

“ Brigadier Mount has emphasized that the object 
of the Colonial Development Corporation is to assist the 
development of the industry and it will not seek to 
displace or acquire lands under cultivation, but rather 
will develop unalienated lands.

The Budget. “ Government’s proposal to increase 
the tax on aerated drinks met with such fierce opposition 
from members of the Legislative Council and members 
of the general public that Government have decided not 
to proceed with the proposal so long as the price to the 
consumer is maintained at the present level.

Rum Duty. “ The 1939 Tax Ordinance has been 
amended to increase the excise duty on rum from $6.25 
per proof gallon to $7.25.

Housing. “ The Legislative Council has authorized 
the raising of a loan of $1,500,000 in the colony for the 
purpose of acquiring and developing land for urban 
housing and for the purpose of establishing a fund 
for housing loans to Public Officers.

Farm Institute in the Eastern Caribbean. “ The 
Legislative Council has rejected a Government motion 
for the colony’s participation in the scheme for the 
establishment, in Trinidad, of a Farm Institute for the 
Eastern Caribbean territories, and the Council deplored 
the fact that British Guiana, which is mainly an agri­
cultural country, was not chosen as a site for the 
Institute.

Red Cross. On February 21st the Governor laid 
the foundation stone of the Princess Elizabeth Red 
Cross Convalescent Home for children now being built 
at Eve Leary.

Government Services. 11 His Excellency has asked 
the Secretary of State whether he can arrange for a 
high-ranking expert, preferably from His Majesty’s 
Treasury in the United Kingdom, to undertake a compre­
hensive inquiry into the public services of the colony.

Chamber of Commerce. “ Mr. J. I. De Aguiar 
managing director of J. P. Santos & Co., Ltd., has been 
elected president of the Georgetown Chamber of Com­
merce. The Chamber of Commerce expressed their 
great appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. H. G. 
Seaford, the retiring president.”

ST. LUCIA
Sugar. Our correspondent, the Hon. Henry E. 

Belmar, writing from Castries on March 19th, states ' 
‘ At long last, the dry season has set in in real’earnest 
with a correspondingly gradual improvement in thé 
sucrose content of the cane. The yield of cane is verv 
good but, so far, a larger tonnage has been needed to 
make a ton of sugar. Reaping operations are pro­
gressing very satisfactorily. p

Rebuilding of Castries. “ The foundations are 
n°w being laid for the building to house the port poHce 
and the fire station on the reclamation wharf P The 
site for the new Government printery is now Leine 
cleared. The ground floor of the customs

»nd to. top lo SuprJm Co 

demolition of the wings of the old building of Messrs. 
Barnard Sons & Co. may be proceeded with to enable 
the continuation of the New Jeremie Street into Manoel 
Street. The major portion of the buildings constructed 
under the Government Housing Scheme have been 
rented to victims of the fire of March 5th, leaving only 
four-storeyed flats and apartments over shops on 
Jeremie Street to be completed before rental. The 
new Bridge Street, for its entire length, is now open 
to traffic.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
British Guiana Rice. Our correspondent, in a 

newsletter from Port-of-Spain dated March 22nd, 
writes : “ Representatives from British Guiana, Trinidad 
and other British West Indian colonies were in confer­
ence in Port-of-Spain from March 19th to 21st, and 
decided on a higher price for rice for the next three 
years, beginning January 1st, 1952. The conference 
was opened by the Hon. Albert Gomes, Minister for 
Labour, Industry and Commerce, and the chairman was 
Professor C. G. Beasley, Economic Adviser to the 
British West Indian Development and Welfare Organiza­
tion.

Industrialization. “ The Simplex Time Recording 
Co., the first industry to be granted pioneer status in 
Trinidad under the Aid to Pioneer Industry7 legislation, 
celebrated on March 5th the first year of their existence. 
Mr. Curtiss G. Watkins, president of the company, 
referring to the challenge which faced the colony to 
find employment for its large population, said : ‘Trinidad 
is a wonderful place, and new industries set up in the 
island will be the only solution to this challenge.’

The Weather. “ The belated dry season is here 
and the reaping of the sugar crop is in full swing.

Trinidad-Venezuela Trade. “ The s.s. Orinoco, 
newly built passenger-cargo vessel of the C.A.V.N. 
Steamship Co., has been commissioned in Trinidad by 
Furness, Withy & Co. Ltd. The Orinoco, built by 
Yarrows of Glasgow to ply between Trinidad and 

°f 143 tons, with accommodation for 
24 first-class and 10 deck passengers. A sister ship, the 
A pure, is expected to go into service shortly.
T Yisit,°f Colonial Office Official. “ Mr. S. E. V. 
Luke, head of the West Indian Department of the 
Colonial Office, had private talks with members of the 
Legislative Council on March 15th, in the course of bis 
West Indian tour.

. oS0nsuls Confer- “ A meeting was held
from March 13th-17th at the U.S. Naval Base! Trinidad, 
o ena e American diplomatic officers to confer and 

aiscuss their problems. Attending were 32 American 
InT1' 3 ./T” the Brltish' French and Dutch West 
Indies delegates from Washington representing the 
Departments of State, Commerce, Agriculture, Navy. 
Air Force and Army, and representatives of the American 
ran pi dnrS ™ Venezuela> Haiti, Cuba and the Domini- 
can Republic.
,, Jestival of Britain. “ The Hons N W. Tang 
Ind'soH*’/ Rcalth\R°y Joseph (Minister* of Education 
selected T SerVICeS) and B' S- M^araj have been 
Festal of°BriLdm”nt and a‘ ““
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Colonial Appointments

JJecent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Abrahams, K. R. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Anderson, S. A. (Detective Sergeant of Police, Jamaica), 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Arne, Miss B. L. (Assistant Social Welfare Officer, Barbados), 
Social Welfare Officer, Barbados.

Ashley, W. S. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), 
Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Barrett, V. A. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Beckwith, P. W. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Bethel, C. P. (Deputy Colonial Secretary, Bahamas), Colonial 
Secretary, Bahamas.

Brown, E. B. V. (Inspector of Schools, British Honduras), 
Director of Education, British Honduras.

Burke, P. W. E. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, J amaica.

Clerk, A. P. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Daniel, E. W. (Deputy Director of Education, Trinidad), 
Director of Education, Trinidad.

De Verteuil, L. L. (Agricultural Superintendent, Windward 
Islands), Cocoa Agronomist, Trinidad.

Dinroe, C. H. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Ellwood, W. C. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Fitzwilliam, G. H. (Supervisor, Inland Revenue Department, 
Trinidad), Assistant Secretary, Inland Revenue Department, 
Trinidad.

Folkes, A. C. (Inspector of Police, Jamaica), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Goldson, O. H. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Harrison, W. L. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Hussey, N. A. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Jackson, D. E. (Puisne Judge, Windward and Leeward 
Islands), Chief Justice, Windward and Leeward Islands.

Kerr, C. A. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Lloyd, J. M. (Assistant Registrar General, Jamaica), Admin­
istrative Assistant, Jamaica.

Lynch, B. W. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, J amaica.

Manaham, A. D. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, J amaica.

McShine, A. H. (Assessor, Inland Revenue Department, 
Trinidad), Supervisor, Inland Revenue Department, Trinidad.

Mills, G. E. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative Assistant, 
Jamaica.

Mowatt, S. W. (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Nicholas, C. A. C., Crompton- (Senior Clerk, Jamaica), 
Administrative Assistant, Jamaica.

Orr, L. A. W. (Late President of the District Court, Palestine), 
Assistant Attorney General, Bahamas.

Osborne, M. D. (Inspector of Taxes, British Guiana), Assistant 
Commissioner, Income Tax and Death Duties Department, 
Barbados.

Paisley, D. L. (Surveyor, Public Works Department, 
Jamaica), Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, 
Jamaica.

Patterson, E. W. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Petrie, E. J. (Financial Secretary, Barbados), Accountant
General, Kenya. . .

Smith, A. B. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative
Assistant, Jamaica. . .

Smith, G. A. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative
Assistant, Jamaica. . .

South, E. B. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative
Assistant, Jamaica.

Stone, S. A. (Financial Secretary, British Honduras), Senior 
Accountant, Northern Rhodesia.

Storey, J. F. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, British 
Honduras), Assistant Commissioner of Constabulary, Sarawak.

Stuart, E. H. (Assistant Auditor, Bahamas), Auditor, 
Bahamas.

Swabey, C. (Conservator of Forests, British Guiana), Con­
servator of Forests, Uganda.

Taylor, A. R. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Whittingham, T. W. (Superintendent of Police, British 
Guiana), Deputy Commissioner of Police, British Guiana.

Wood, A. G. (Principal Clerk, Jamaica), Administrative 
Assistant, Jamaica.

Wright, J. (Deputy Director of Agriculture (Research), 
Jamaica), Assistant Director of Agriculture, Nigeria.

New Appointments
Hough, J. E., Inspector of Labour, British Guiana.
Kennedy, Miss A. S., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II (tem­

porary), Trinidad.
Luck, I. N. H., L.R.C.S., Government Medical Officer, British 

Guiana.
Murray, G. T. D., L.R.F.P.S. (Glas.), District Medical Officer, 

Windward Islands.
Puttock, I. L., Assistant Superintendent of Police, British 

Guiana.
Trepiak, Z. (Medical Diploma, University of Warsaw), 

District Medical Officer (Temporary), Windward Islands.
Veevers, Miss K. J., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II, Depart­

mental Sister (Temporary), Trinidad.
Walwyn, G. N., Principal, Technical High School (Temporary), 

British Honduras.
Whitehead, Miss T. S., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II 

(Temporary), Trinidad.

Publications Received

International Travel Statistics, 1948. Second Report 
of the Study Commission of the International Union of 
Official Travel Organizations on International Travel 
Statistics. Published by the British Travel and 
Holidays Association, 64-65 St. James’s Street, London, 
S.W.l. Price 15s. In his introduction to this com­
pilation of travel statistics Mr. J. G. Bridges, chairman 
of the Study Commission, stresses the need for earlier 
information from the countries concerned. It would 
indeed appear desirable to expedite the returns, for in 
these days of rapid travel information on tourism in 
1948 is mainly of historical interest in 1951. There is a 
serious error in this edition in the returns from the 
Caribbean. Under the heading Trinidad and Tobago 
are given returns from Jamaica. To the uninformed 
reader it will not be clear whether the error is a misprint, 
or a transposition of tables.

The British Export Gazette, February, 1951. In 
commenting on the recently published report of the 
Caribbean Customs Union Commission the journal 
considers that plans for development of the region, and 
especially for the growth of inter-Caribbean trade, are 
unreal if considered apart from the question of better 
local and U.K.-Caribbean communications. “ If only 
the present bustle of activity in the cause of Caribbean 
trade were matched by a similar sense of urgency in 
regard to Caribbean communications, then a more 
hopeful era could certainly be said to „be beginning for 
these potentially resourceful colonies.”

Gordian. L-1203/4, January 10th and 25th, 1951. 
Contain further instalments of Dr. Wolf Mueller’s 
Bibliography of Cocoa.
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Company Reports and Meetings
The West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd.

In their report for the year ended September 30th, 1950, the 
directors state that the net profit, after providing for depreciation 
and taxation, amounted to ¿262,948. To this is added the 
balance brought forward of ¿7,824, making a total of ¿270,772. 
Out of this sum, ¿19,814 has been transferred to debenture stock 
sinking fund, ¿10,000 to debenture stock redemption reserve, 
¿15,000 to reserve for replacement of fixed assets, and ¿20,000 
to staff pension reserve. The dividend on the 6 per cent cumu­
lative redeemable preference shares, less income tax, absorbed 
¿9,900, and the interim dividend of 4d. per ordinary share, free 
of tax, amounted to ¿35,000. Out of the balance of ¿161,058, 
the directors recommend the payment of a final dividend of 7d. 
per ordinary share, free of income tax, absorbing ¿61,250, 
leaving ¿99,808 to be carried forward.

The amount of ¿54,838 recovered or recoverable during the 
year for capital expenditure under the Sugar (Reserve Funds) 
Law, 1948, of Jamaica, has been credited to capital reserve.

The 1950 sugar crop amounted to 101,403 tons (1949—86,605 
tons).

The chairman, Lord Lyle of Westbourne, in his annual 
statement which accompanies the report, says :—

“ Those of you who have read my statements over the years 
since this company was formed will be aware of the substantial 
contribution which we have made to the expansion of Empire 
sugar supplies and I am delighted to be able to tell you once 
again that a new record output has been established. Production 
at the two factories is given below, together with the comparable 
figures for the previous crop :—

1950 1949
tons tons

Frome ................ 50,494 45,081
Monymusk................  50,909 41,524

101,403 86,605

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the year’s work was 
the consistently smooth operation of the Frome factory which 
surpassed its previous record. The executive team at Frome has 
developed a splendid co-ordination of effort without which their 
high production within the compass of a limited cropping season 
would not have been possible. An outstanding development at 
Frome has been the Annual Agricultural and Livestock Show and 
the widespread interest which it has attracted is a power for good 
in the community. The Jamaica Daily Gleaner, in writing of 
this year’s event, stated :—

The need for a show that would mirror the agriculture of 
the island, or at least a considerable portion of it, was 
manifest. If the Frome shows have filled that need, as we 
believe they have, then the island owes a debt of gratitude 

ci to the directors of The West Indies Sugar Company . . .’ 
‘ The staff at Monymusk deserve the highest praise for the 

work that has been carried out under difficult conditions. Good 
progress has been made and although we still have a long way to 
go to consolidate our interests in that part of the island, we are 
steadily getting nearer to our target. Visitors come from all 
Paot the to see the new Monymusk factory in operation 
and this, we feel, is a tribute to the enterprise which has been 
displayed.

During the year we have loaded two cargoes of bulk sugar at 
but ?ur efforts were to some extent upset by labour 

difficulties, arising, I believe, in part through irresponsible 
agitation on the one hand and lack of appreciation of inevitable 
trends in the sugar world on the other. For Jamaica to lag 
behind in developments of this nature would be a retrogressive 
step and a blow to the efforts which the sugar industry of Jamaica 
continues to make to place itself in the top flight of efficiency 
To continue to depend upon jute bags for the shipment of raw 
sugar with the Far East m its present uneasy condition is to run 
the risk of economic disaster. Most of the sugar producing 
countries in the world are now actively engaged in developing 
the shipment of raw sugar m bulk and I do sincerely hope that 

tuTJ-3^3^ m wiU appreciate how important it 
that this development be encouraged. *

The price attaching to our export raw sugar during the neri nd 
m review was 30s. 6d. per cwt. c.i.f. The new season’s ?xnn J 
production will be sold at 32s. 10|d per cwt a dSa Jin P 1 
considerably below world values. P ’’ P C St 11 very

“ The present agreement whereby H.M. Government buys all 
West Indian export sugar at an annually agreed price ends with 
the 1952 crop. The early termination of this agreement acted as 
a great deterrent to development of additional production of 
Empire sugar which the United Kingdom market sorely needs 
and which would give the employment desperately required by 
West Indian labour. Considerable and sustained pressure has 
been exercised on H.M. Government in an effort to bring about a 
realization of the tremendous importance to the British West 
Indies of encouraging the maximum production of Empire sugar. 
But H.M. Government took a long time to make up its mind to 
recognize the value of a long term Empire sugar policy and it was 
only recently that a new agreement with Empire sugar producers 
■was reached. It covered the period from 1953 to 1957 inclusive 
and, as a result of further discussions, another year has now been 
added to the term.

“ So far as the British West Indies are concerned the new 
agreement provides a limitation of export production to 900,000 
tons and of this quantity H.M. Government undertakes to buy 
670,000 tons at prices to be agreed annually on the basis of 
reasonably efficient production. As the sugar industry is the 
largest single employer of labour in the British West Indies, the 
importance of this agreement in assuring stability of price and 
security of market for part of its production needs little emphasis. 
I have constantly advocated the expansion of sugar production 
within the Empire to the point when it can satisfy the domestic 
requirements of the United Kingdom, Canada and other im­
porting members of the Commonwealth and despite its limitations 
this agreement will materially assist to this end.

“ In regard to Canada, she prefers to purchase her supplies, as 
in pre-war days, in the world free market. The importance of 
the Canadian market to Commonwealth sugar producers is 
obvious and they must ensure by every means in their power 
that there is reciprocity in trade with the Dominion. The senti­
mental ties between Canada and the British West Indies are 
strong indeed and there is a close bond of friendship with 
Canadian Government officials, sugar refiners and merchants. 
Exchange restrictions, it is true, have considerably interfered 
with two-way trade but, to my mind, it is very important to 
maintain an export outlet in the West Indies for Canadian goods.

I have confidence in the future of Jamaica and our company 
has provided tangible evidence of this in the large capital invest­
ment which we have made in the colony. It is important, how­
ever, that all those who have the welfare and prosperity of 
Jamaica at heart should understand clearly that the imperative 
need is to encourage a still greater flow of capital into the island, 
vv ithout fresh capital there will be no further development and 
considerable hardship will be experienced by the steadily in­
creasing population. All high flown theories to the contrary 
have their origins either in ignorance or in downright deception. 
In recent years much has been done by the Government of 
J amaica to attract new capital but I would be lacking in frank- 
ness if I did not tell you that these efforts are unlikely to succeed 
on the scale that is so necessary until the political climate becomes 
much more equable. The combats between the rival trades 
unions are a grave menace to the island and those who are 
responsible endanger the very liberties they profess to uphold.

?UI company has an important part to play in the develop­
ment of Jamaica but the task is not made easier by ill-informed 
and often mischievous propaganda. The following figures, 
arcmint hT gr°SS revenue for the past year has been
accounted for, will, I hope, enable a fair assessment to be made of 
the scope of our activities and of 
policy :—

our conservative financial

Wages, salaries, pensions and 
employees’ benefits

Payments to Cane Farmers ...
All other materials, supplies, 

services and expenses
Depreciation ...
Taxation
Reserves
Dividends to Shareholders 

(equal to less than one­
eighth of a penny per lb. of 
sugar produced) .............

£ %
1,279,987

468,830
35.1
12.9

1,202,746 33.0
202,587 5.6
226,601 6.2
156,798 4.3

106,150

¿3,643,699

2.9

100.0 ”



April, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 95

West Indian Passenger List

Booker Line

Home arrivals from Barbados and Trinidad, in s.s. Golfito 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), at Southampton, March 11th:—

Home arrivals from British Guiana in s.s. Arakaka (Captain 
A. A. Gerrard), at Liverpool, March 25th :—
Mr. S. L. Cann 
Mrs. D. E. Jardine 
Miss E. A. Jardine 
Mr. R. Lamont

Mrs. R. Morrish
Miss A. R. Morrish
Miss P. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. C. Swabey

Miss D. Swabey 
Capt. D. B. White 
Dr. M. White 
Miss M. M. White

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Gertrude Schliewen (Captain 
Hans Jungclaus), from Liverpool, March 16th :—
Mr. D. E. Dowling Mr. J. Kastelein Mr. J. Ward
Mr. F. Jost

Mrs. B. M. Adams 
Miss D. C. Allason 
Mrs. L. M. Arnott 
Mr. D. E. B. Bannister 
Mrs. L. M. Bayly
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Burrows 
Col. & Mrs. A. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Chance 
Dr. & Mrs. A. Clarke

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Gascogne (Captain F. 

Prigent), from Southampton, March 9th :—
Mrs. E. Abbott 
Miss C. Abbott 
Mr. C. Barnes 
Mr. N. Bissember 
Miss C. Bonous 
Mr. C. Boun ne 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Bradford 
Miss L. Bradford 
Miss H. Bulman 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Bulman 
Miss P. Callender 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Camacho 
Mr. R. Chouler 
Mr. R. Craggs 
Mr. J. Daniels 
Mr. G. Edwards 
Mr. R. Forsythe

Mr. G. Fridrich 
Mr. R. Gilpin 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Greenland 
Miss Sarah Greenland 
Miss Susan Greenland 
Mrs. J. Haskett 
Mr. C. Laverick 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Lloyd 
Miss G. Lloyd 
Miss M. Lloyd 
Mr. I. Luck 
Miss S. Malone 
Mrs. L. Manifold 
Mrs. S. Masson 
Miss G. Masson 
Miss J. Masson 
Miss D. Moorecroft

Miss D. Murrell 
Miss A. Nass 
Miss E. Pieters 
Miss D. Reynolds 
Miss W. Rochford 
Mr. A. Rollins 
Mrs. M. Skinner 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith 
Mr. G. Springer 
Mr. C. St. Bernard 
Mr. E. Sykes 
Mr. & Mrs. Z. Trepiak 
Miss M. Trepiak 
Mrs. M. Utteridge 
Miss P. Utteridge 
Mr. F. Ward 
Miss C. Wason

Mr. & Mrs. G. Black 
Mrs. I. Capildeo 
Miss S. Capildeo 
Mr. S. C. Chin-A-Sing 
Miss A. R. Dore 
Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Gordon 
Mrs. E. Glover 
Mrs. M. L. Gunn 
Miss J. M. Gunn 
Lt.-Cmdr. & Mrs.

Hayward 
Mrs. G. I. Hird
Mr. F. Kidd

BARBADOS

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Coward 
Mr. H. W. Cox
Mr. & Mrs. N. Duthie 
Capt. W. A. Farmer 
Mrs. P. L. Gibbons 
Miss N. D. Grannum 
Mr. G. J. Hogg 
Maj. & Mrs. R. Howard 
Constance Lady Hutson 
Mr. H. McL. Lucie-Smith

TRINIDAD

Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Laird 
Mrs. M. J. Linley 
Mrs. G. E. Mearns 
Mrs. M. H. Medcalf 
Mr. E. S. Moore 
Lady A. L. Morrell 
Mr. S. J. Morris 
Mr. S. Oxley 
Mrs. C. Packer 
Miss W. L. Packer 
Mr. S. Pearce 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Ranger 
Mr. & Mrs. McD. Rivas

Miss N. A. Martin 
Mrs. C. C. McCubbing 
Miss P. Md. McCubbing 
Capt. Sir Arthur Morrell 
Miss N. M. Robinson 
Mr. H. R. Smith 
Miss M. R. Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. W. E. Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Tristram

Mrs. L. S. Robertson 
Miss S. Scull 
Mr. J. W. Starling 
Mr. & Mrs. T. J. Upton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Waddell 
Mr. R. G. Waddell 
Mrs. E. Wall 
Mr. W. H. Watkins 
Mr. N. A. Watkins 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Westwood 
Brig.-Gen. & Mrs. F. G.

Willan 
Mr. G. C. Witt

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H. 
Bull), at Avonmouth, March 13th :—

Sailings to the West Indies in s.s.
Kerharo), from Southampton, March 29th :—

Colombie (Captain P.

Mr. & Mrs. C. Balgobin 
Mrs. A. Brinton 
Mr. J. Brooks 
Mrs. G. Burke
Mrs. E. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Challacombe 
Miss J. Challacombe 
Mrs. H. Clarkson
Mr. J. Dent
Mrs. N. Drummond
Mr. W. Drummond
Mr. & Mrs. V. Ferrer 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Forde 
Miss M. Henderson 
Miss S. Henderson
Mr. & Mrs. C. Henderson

Miss E. Hughes 
Mrs. K. Hutson 
Mr. R. Hutson 
Mrs. A. Jacelon 
Mr. & Mrs. A. James 
Miss A. Kennedy 
Miss C. Lalberharrisingh 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Martin-

Sperry 
Mr. K. Pahlajrai
Mr. E. Payton
Miss D. Persad-Singh 
Mrs. A. Pinheiro 
Mr. K. Pinheiro
Mr. & Mrs. H. Robertson 
Miss T. Robertson
Rev. C. Silk

Mr. C. Slade 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Solomon 
Miss Leila Solomon 
Miss J. Solomon 
Miss Lydia Solomon 
Miss N. Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Taylor 
Miss S. Teelucksingh 
Mrs. E. Truman 
Mr. T. Vaswani 
Mr. E. Vieira 
Miss C. Watts 
Mr. J. Whitehouse 
Mrs. E. Wojciechowska 
Miss H. Wojciechowska 
Mr. A. Woodward

Miss E. M. Allen 
Miss C. E. Beckford 
Mr. N. Baines 
Miss E. M. Black 
Lady Sarah Black 
Miss E. M. Black 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Brayham 
Miss I. I. Brown 
Mr. B. A. Bull 
Mr. G. Burgess 
Mrs. J. Byass 
Mr. W. Brassey-Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Caines 
Maj. & Mrs. J. Charnock 
Mr. & Mrs. V. F. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Cox

Mr. H. D. Creedy 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Cunningham 
Miss U. M. Cunningham 
Mr. D. R. Ferguson 
Mr. C. Hauch
Mrs. B. Hemley 
Mr. B. Hichison 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hindle 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Joseph 
Mr. E. W. Kavanagh 
Mrs. D. M. Malcolm 
Rev. & Mrs. G. H. Moon 
Mrs. M. B. Moorhead 
Miss S. M. Myers 
Mr. R. D. Newman

Mr. R. O. Newman 
Mrs. T. T. Owen 
Miss S. V. Palmer 
Mr. S. E. Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Rees 
Mr. E. P. Richardson 
Mr. E. Sampson 
Col. & Mrs. W. A.

Saunders- Knox-Gore
Mrs. M. Smith 
Mr. R. J. Stopford 
Mrs. C. S. Tallent 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. White 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Whitehead 
Mr. C. J. Wells

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 

Vigurs), at London, March 6th :—
Eros (Captain R. C.

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Inch), at Avonmouth, March 26th :—

Bay ano (Captain F. P.

Mr. & Mrs. G. Berner 
Miss E. P. Chinn 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Davidson 
Mrs. L. M. Finch

Mr. B. S. Handford
Mr. J. Jameson 
Mrs. R. Kanner

Mr. F. Lobbenbeig 
Mr. J. S. Newman 
Miss G. D. Shaw

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie),
from Avonmouth, March 10th :—
Mr. A. Anderson
Mrs. R. C. Bowen-Jones 
Mrs. E. C. Clemson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Cowell 
Prof. & Mrs. E. K.

Cruickshank
Mis. G. M. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. A. Dawes
Mr. N. R. Evans
Mr. & Mrs. F. J. Fisher

Mrs. C. M. Harris 
Mrs. M. M. Hooper 
Capt. & Mrs. J. Hughes 
Mrs. A. B. Jowsy 
Mr. L. H. Lawson 
Major M. W. Long 
Miss P. E. Mackenzie 
Mr. R. N. Manson 
Mr. D. D. Marshall 
Miss N. Marshall

in

Mr. J. F. Murdock
Mr. & Mrs. H. Nicholson 
Mrs. C. Ogden
Mr. J. Pringle
Mrs. P. J. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. A. Robertson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. F. Stern 
Mrs. L. C. Todd
Mr. & Mrs. V. H. Wolton 
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Wilkins 

s.s. Golfito (CaptainSailings to Barbados and Trinidad, 
S. A. Sapsworth), from Southampton, March 22nd :—

- — Mrs. L# A. MusgraveMrs. F. M. Alonso 
Mr. R. G. Arnaud 
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Balfour 
Mrs. K. W. Boog-Watson 
Mrs. E. Burke 
Mr. G. A. Burke 
Mrs. J. M. Cecil 
Dr. & Mrs. C. B. Clarke 
Miss E. Cronin
Mr. & Mrs. J. De Verteuil 
Miss S. De Verteuil 
Miss S. De Verteuil 
Miss M. V. Edwards 
Miss E. Eisner 
Miss M. J. Etienne 
Miss E. Francis 
Mr. A. Gillies 
Mr. J. H. Haigh

Mr. R. W. Hamilton 
Mr. K. W. Hargrove 
Miss L. M. Horne 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Housley 
Miss O. M. Housley 
Mr. B. Housley 
Lt.-Col. E. M. James 
Mr. R. G. Johannesen 
Mrs. M. G. Knaggs 
Miss M. R. Knight 
Mr. M. Macias 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Macrae 
Mrs. J. M. Meyer 
Mr. J. M. Milne 
Mr. G. A. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morton 
Dr. G. T. Murray 
Rev. & Mrs. G. Musgrave

Mrs. M. E. Myers 
Maj. & Mrs. C. Noott 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. O’Shea 
Mr. J. H. Pollard 
Miss S. M. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Robinson 
Miss P. Rocort 
Capt. P. D. Short 
Miss E. M. Skinner 
Mrs. F. M. Sumner 
Mr. L. Taurel 
Mr. P. E. Turner 
Dr. & Mrs. L. G. Urich 
Mr. C. L. Vagg 
Miss D. D. Ward 
Mr. T. D. Williams 
Mr. J. H. Williams

Sir George & Lady 
Abercromby

Mr. D. F. Aitcheson 
Lt.-Col. W. B. Bartram 
Rev. & Mrs. T. Cox 
Miss Cox 
Miss D. Darby
Mr. & Mrs. W. Darbyshire 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Ducksbury 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. F. Embleton 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Evans 
Miss B. Ford
Mr. C. C. Furness
Mr. & Mrs. R. Greenwood 
Miss G. M. Gwalter

Mr. I. Hamilton 
Mr. A. Hamilton 
Sir Horace & Lady Hearne 
Sir Charles & Lady 

Hope-Dunbar
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Hoyt 
The Marquess of Huntley 
Miss M. Keating 
Mr. & Mrs. Z. Kwasny 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Levay 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Lucas 
Mrs. H. Macbeth 
Mr. F. S. Macey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. McGuire 
Capt. The Hon. & Mrs. B.

Mitford

Mrs. P. A. O’Regan 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Pitts 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Radford 
Sgt. & Mrs. B. Rush 
Miss R. M. Rush 
Miss A. Rush 
Miss J. Rush 
Miss M. P. Rush 
Mrs. H. Storey 
Miss Storey 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Torney 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Tyrrell 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Viner 
Mr. C. B. Woodward

Sailings to Jamaica, 
Avonmouth, March
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Baker 
Mr. C. E. Belizaire 
Mrs. I. M. Bool 
Mr. K. W. Elliott 
Sir H. & Lady Foot 
Mrs. A. A. Gainford 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Garnham 
Mrs. D. M. Goodwin 
Mrs. K. H. Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Gunn 
Mrs. J. M. Hales-Coleman 
Mr. C. Hardcastle

in s.s. Cavina 
24th

Col. H. G. Henman 
Mrs. R. J. Jessop 
Mr. C. V. Kerpen 
Mr. F. L. Kirkwood 
Miss C. A. Kirkwood 
Miss R. Kirkwood 
Mrs. A. Larke 
Mr. G. A. Lawman 
Miss H. B. Maclean 
Lady V. L.

Maxwell-Wiltshire 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Moorhouse

(Captain T. H. Bull), from

Mr. & Mrs. K. E. O’Neil 
Miss A. M. Page 
Mr. A. F. Patterson 
Mr. H. Payne
Mr. & Mrs. I. J. Skudder 
Mrs. M. S. Soames 
Miss E. M. Soames 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Taylor 
Miss N. Vincent 
Mr. D. A. Yapp
Mr. & Mrs. E. Youngman

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain

C. A. J. Dopheide),
Mr. M. M. AU
Mr. M. Ali
Maj. & Mrs. J. Atkinson
Miss J. Atkinson
Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Bexon 
Miss S. Bexon
Mr. & Mrs. C. A. de Groot
Mr. & Mrs. F. Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. H. F. Earl 
Miss G. Eleazar 
Mr. A. H. Fortune
Mr’ & Mrs. K. P. Herron

at Plymouth, March
Mr. W. A. Jacob
Mr. R. S. Kaufmann
Mr. R. V. Luck
Maj. A. H. Mackintosh 
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Merry 
Miss J. C. Merry 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. O’Toole 
Miss B. J. O’Toole 
Miss S. H. O’Toole 
Mr. B. L. Plant
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Polson 
Mr. K. Ramdass

25th :—
Mr. A. C. Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. L. Robinson 
Mr. K. H. Sealey 
Mr. G. Seegolam 
Mr. R. Seetaram
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Smith 
Miss S. H. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. T. C. Stibbs 
Rev. & Mrs. K. Towers 
Miss M. Towers 
Mr. R. Wanless 
Mr. S. Yearwood

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.s. Bonaire (Captain Van Den 
Abeele),&from Dover, March 10th :—
Mr. & Mrs. T. Ballantyne Mr. C. E. Hames Mrs. E. F. Tulloch
Mr. R. Gilbert Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Roberts

[Continued at foot of next page)
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The Markets
— April Qth, 1951

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices 
year ago are shown below :—

and those of a

Dividend for Latest Price
Latest Year Quotation April 3rd, 1950

21 Consols 67 69 68 70
31 War Loan ... ... .............. 911 921 91 93

25 Angostura Bitters 70/- 75/- 82/6 87/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/71 38/11 33/9 36/3

—— Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 16/- 13/- 14/-
*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 45/- 47/6 35/- 37/6

8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” 42/- 46/- 43/— 47/-
*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 30/- 32/- 26/3 28/9
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/- 22/6 25/—
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/6 2/— I 101 2/H
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/9 3/3 2/101 3/41
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9 4/- 5/-
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 14/- 15/- 9/- 10/-
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 25/- 27/- 43/6 45/6f
— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 1/3 2/3 —/6 1/6
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 215/- 235/- 195/- 215/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 61/- 62/6 59/- 61,-
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 15/6 16/6 15/- 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 22/6 24/6 19/- 20/-

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 24/6 26/6 21/- 23/-
*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 30/- 32/- 21/3 23/3

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 21/6 22/6 21/6 22/6
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 5/— 5/9
81 United British Oilfields 6/8 25/- 27/- 21/3 23/3
5 West Indies Sugar ............... 22/6 25/- 16/3 18/9
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref.

*Free of Income Tax
21/3 

tU
23/9 

shares.
22/6 25/-

Cocoa. A fair trade has been done during the month, but 
prices generally are somewhat lower. Business has been done 
during the past week in fine estates Grenada at 350/- per 50 kilos 
f.o.b., April-June shipment. Trinidad is still offering only 
limited quantities with recent sales at 367/6 per 50 kilos f.o.b.

Honey. No business has been reported in new crop Jamaica 
honey. Sellers are asking prices above the ideas of U.K. buyers. 
The quotations are : 85/- per cwt. c.i.f., f.a.q. with no guarantee 
of colour, and 90/- to 95/- c.i.f. for amber and pale amber.

Pimento is still a quiet market with very little business to 
report. The price remains unchanged at 205/- per cwt. c.i.f. 
U.K. ports.

Ginger. Jamaica prices have advanced further without 
U.K. buyers following the market. The quotations are 430/- 
per cwt. c.i.f. for No. 3 grade and 435/- for No. 2 grade. It is 
reported that the crop will not reach its estimated production.

Nutmegs. Business has been restricted due to recent 
troubles in Grenada. Quotations are 3/8J per lb. c.i.f. for sound 
unassorted and 4/1 c.i.f. for 80’s ; defectives are not available. 
Spot prices remain firm with sound unassorted quoted at 4/- 
per lb., 80’s at 4/6 and defectives at 3/-.

Mace is still very quiet with prices mainly unchanged. Whole 
pale blade is quoted at 9/3 per lb. c.i.f., May-June shipment. 
Other grades are scarce and unquoted.

(Continued from preceding page)

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Willemstad 

(Captain J. C. D. Vermeulen), at Plymouth, February 8th •_  
Mr. & Mrs. W. Birbeck Mr. & Mrs. P. Loudon Miss F T 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Gould Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Manser Mr. & Mrs.^A Pearson

Sailings to the West Indies, in m.s Oranie^+aH • at
Hazelhofi), from Dover, March 16th 1 (Captain M.
Mr. M. M. Baillie
Mr. E. Cairns
Mr. J. Cocker
Mr. & Mrs. N. D. Coker

Miss L. M. Coker 
Miss S. F. Coker 
Mr. N. Hughes

Mr. J. c. Reid
Mr. J. Robertson
Mr. J. F. Swatson

Jamaicans and the R.A.F.

Questions in the Commons
In the House of Commons on March 14th, a series of 

questions was put to Mr. Arthur Henderson, Secretary 
of State for Air, regarding recruitment for the Royal 
Air Force in Jamaica. The questions and answers as 
published in Hansard appear in full below :—

Mr. Paget : (1) What facilities are provided to enable 
ex-Royal Air Force personnel in Jamaica to rejoin the 
Royal Air Force ?

(2) Whether he will take steps to open a recruiting 
office in Jamaica ?

Mr. A. Henderson : Ex-R.A.F. personnel living in 
Jamaica are accepted into the Royal Air Force if they 
now conform to the standards required ; no facilities 
are provided in Jamaica, but they can re-join through 
the recruiting and selection organization in this country. 
Any British subjects whether of European descent or 
otherwise will be admitted to the Royal Air Force 
provided they attain the requisite standards. But it 
has never been the practice in peace-time to open 
recruiting offices overseas ; and it is not at present 
intended to do so.

Mr. Paget : How did these Jamaicans get here to 
join up at our recruiting offices ? If we want men why 
cannot some facilities be provided, where one has 
trained men, to let them join up where they are ?

Mr. Henderson : Whether they come from Jamaica 
or not, or any other part of the British Commonwealth, 
they have to make their own way here. (Hon. Members: 
“ Why ? ”) It is quite impracticable to pay the 
expenses of men who may desire to join one of the 
Forces, because after they arrive here they may be 
found to be medically unfit or otherwise unacceptable. 
Therefore the money is wasted.

Commander Noble : Can the Minister say why they 
should not be medically examined on the spot ?

Mr. Henderson : As far as the Royal Air Force is 
concerned it is not only a question of medical examination 
but whether they are suitable for a particular trade. 
Recruits to the R.A.F. are trade-tested.

Mr. Anthony Greenwood : Was there not a recruiting 
station in Jamaica during the war ?

Mr. Henderson : I do not know whether there was the 
usual kind of recruiting station. Certainly recruits 
were not trade-tested and, as a result, a large proportion 
oi those brought over were found afterwards to be 
unsuitable ; though I hasten to say that many others 
rendered splendid service.

Air Commodore Harvey: Could the right hon. 
and learned Gentleman say why a small trade test 
board should not visit Jamaica and other areas and test 

ese men and also make use of a local medical officer?
I his would be quite easy.

Mr. Henderson : I think the suggestions which have 
een put forward, including the suggestion in the main 

question, are very fair, but I have stated what the 
policy has always been in the three Services to date. 
1 am not saying that the suggestions will never be 
operated, but I cannot go beyond a statement of the 
present position.
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Annual General Meeting

Notice IS gib^n that the Annual General
Meeting of the Members of the West India Committee 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter) will be held at 40, 
Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2, on Tuesday, the 29th 
day of May, 1951, at 11.30 a.m.

By order,
A. E. V. Barton, Secretary.

AGENDA
(i) To receive and adopt the Annual Report of the 

Executive Committee for the year ended April 30th, 
1951, the audited statement of the Income and Expendi­
ture Account for the year ended December 31st, 1950, 
and the Balance Sheet.

(ii) The Chairman to move that Sir Algernon Aspinall, 
K.C.M.G., C.B.E., be re-appointed a Vice-President of 
the West India Committee for the ensuing three years.

(iii) To elect eleven members of the Executive Com­
mittee in the place of the following who retire by virtue of 
Article VI of the Royal Charter of Incorporation but are 
eligible for re-election :—

Mr. W. J. Blanchard, Mr. J. M. Campbell, Mr. J. B. 
Cuthill, Mr. Harold de Pass, Mr. J. M. du Buisson, 
Mr. G. M. Eccles, Mr. Alex. Elder, Mr. D. G. Leacock, 
Major A. A. Nathan, Mr. A. Ruthven-Murray, Mr. 
A. V. Speight.
(iv) Any other business.

Canada and the West Indies

THE British West Indian colonies have learned with 
dismay of the arrangement whereby each year until 
1953 Canada has guaranteed to purchase up to 

150,000 short tons of sugar from non-preferential sources 
and thereby stultified in part what; from the Brins 
West Indian point of view, is the most important 
feature of the Canada-British West Indies-Bermuda- 
British Guiana-British Honduras Trade Agreement of 
1925. For this step seems wholly at variance with 
what long experience has taught the British Wes 
Indian colonies to expect from the Canadian Govern­
ment and peoples who, over the past 50 years and more, 
have consistently demonstrated their good and indeed 
generous intentions towards them. Certainly none o 
them had expected Canada to take such a step without prior 

consultation between all the Governments concerned.
It is understood that some justification for Canada’s 

action is claimed on the grounds that the arrangement 
is limited to a period of three years. The inadequacy 
of such a claim requires no comment. It is for the 
British West Indian colonies now to consider how best 
to persuade Canada to return to the status quo in 1954. 
Broadly they must do two things. First, in so far as 
lies in their power, the Governments and peoples of the 
British West Indian colonies must be prepared to convince 
Canada that they realize to the full the nature and extent 
of their obligations towards her and are determined 
not merely to avoid in future any actions which might 
suggest a contrary state of mind but also to go all out in 
a supreme effort to make the Trade Agreement profitable 
to Canada. Secondly, they must join forces with the 
other colonies which are interested in the Canadian 
market and not rest until the artificial restrictions 
imposed by the United Kingdom on exports from 
Canada are relaxed to a point that will allow Canadian 
manufacturers to supply their requirements to an extent 
fully commensurate with the benefits which the West 
Indies receive in the markets of Canada. In 1950, 
according to Canadian trade returns, Canada imported 
from the British West Indian sugar producing colonies 
goods, preponderantly sugar, to the value of $66,472,000. 
In return, under exchange control, Canada was per­
mitted to export to them goods to the value of 
$27,638,000 only. For this result His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom were directly 
responsible and unless there is a complete and instant 
change of attitude—the recent “ token ” scheme does 
not go nearly far enough—the West Indian colonies 
must prepare for disaster in the shape of the collapse 
of their trade with Canada, on which they depend so 
heavily, and the loss of which would nullify the United 
Kingdom’s lavish expenditure in recent years on develop­
ment and welfare in the West Indian colonies. Since 
the war ended, the Canadian Government and people 
have shown great tolerance in the face of much 
provocation, but signs are accumulating—and the 
present matter is but one of them—that the tolerance 
even of Canadians is not inexhaustible.

There is another aspect of the relations between 
Canada and the British West Indian colonies which 
demands urgent attention. The steamship services 
provided by Canadian National Steamships can only 
hope to continue if there is a substantial increase in 
Canadian exports to those colonies In 1925 much 
against their better judgment, and undeniably as 
an act, as they believed, of pure generosity, the 

(Continued on page 100)
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Q^oteLOoic

mHE long preparations for the Festival of Britain 
| have been watched with mixed feelings during the 

last three or four years ; and for a long time the 
whole project was assailed and ridiculed by a section 
of the Press, which denounced it as a wanton waste of 
the national resources at a time when economy was 
desperately needed to support post-war reconstruction. 
But as the international scene darkened there has 
curiously been a growing determination to see the 
original plan through, and not postpone it until the 
outlook shall be less grim. So, when at last the opening 
came on Ascension Day, the scoffers stood silent in the 
face of the moving address of the Archbishop of Canter­
bury in St. Paul’s, and the stirring call to the people 
from His Majesty the King, speaking from the cathedral 
steps. It is very generally felt that this is a fine gesture 
in the best national tradition, refusing to be cowed by 
arduous circumstance, but proudly rejoicing in the 
glories of the past and the hopes of the future, even 
while our working hours are grimly concentrated upon 
the heavy labour of rearmament. There is a very 
perceptible lifting of the spirits of the people, which 
will surely compensate for any slight diversion of effort 
from more utilitarian tasks.

* * *
To the general atmosphere of optimism much was 

contributed by the opening pageantry. We saw the 
King, with all the Royal Family including the venerable 
figure of Queen Mary, attended by the splendid cavalcade 
of the Household Cavalry in their glittering breastplates, 
the scarlet and plumed helmets of the Gentlemen at 
Arms, the Beefeaters in their antique Restoration dress, 
the heralds with their emblazoned tabards, the gold- 
laced Lord Mayor carrying the Pearl Sword aloft before 
the King—all the solemn magnificence which no other 
nation can match, because no other has our continuous 
tradition, making every ancient ceremony the symbol of 
something still alive. Next day the royal party visited 
the Exhibition on the South Bank of the Thames, a 
brilliantly conceived and executed epitome of the past, 
present, and future of the country and the people^ 
cunningly contrived on many different levels to over­
come and conceal the difficulties presented by the limited 
areas of the site. Its one permanent building, the new 
Concert Hall, has already been the scene of a series of 
Festival performances, and has been acclaimed by the 
critics for the acoustic properties which allow music 
to be conveyed with incomparably more exactitude and 
brilliance than in any large building that London has 
hitherto possessed.

* * *
The Festival, however, is of Britain, not London • 

and had I space I could write of a hundred separate 
enterprises which all go to make up the whole Everv 
great city almost every village, has planned some 
special exhibition of its local pride and character for 
the entertainment of visitors. If anything must be 
^ed uUt’ the most striking project is that of
York, where it is planned to revive a shortened version 

of the remarkable cycle of 48 mystery plays (or scenes) 
which in the middle ages were performed on Corpus 
Christi Day by the 48 craft guilds of the city. They 
have not been performed since 1570 ; but I have read 
the modernized text, which seems to me to preserve the 
essence of what was certainly the most majestic work of 
dramatic art in England before the generation of 
Shakespeare.

* * *
Driven momentarily into the background by the 

Festival, but holding explosive possibilities which defy 
calculation, is a first-class political crisis. Close upon 
the death of Mr. Ernest Bevin, mourned by all parties 
as the dauntless champion of his country’s interests 
through all the bitter wrangles of post-war diplomacy, 
came Mr. Hugh Gaitskell’s first Budget. It was a sober 
and an able attempt to grapple with the task of financing 
£4,700 millions of rearmament expenditure in the next 
three years ; and although yet another 6d. was added 
to the standard rate of income tax, which now stands 
at 9s. 6d. in the pound, the general feeling was that we 
had been let off more lightly than was expected. The 
real burden, of course, is in the general rise of prices 
which is inevitable when so much effort has to be 
diverted from civilian to military production. A minor 
feature of the Budget was the proposal to make the 
beneficiaries of the National Health Service pay half 
the cost of their false teeth and spectacles, instead of 
getting them free as heretofore. It gained great 
publicity, however, because Mr. Aneurin Bevan, the 
founder of the health service and the leader of the left 
wing in the Cabinet, had publicly declared that he would 
never be a member of a Government that made any 
charge at all for medical attention. After a week of 
doubt and confusion, Mr. Bevan resigned ; but in his 
letter of resignation and still more in his subsequent 
speech in Parliament, which took the form of a violent 
personal attack on Mr. Gaitskell, he broadened the 
ground immensely. His quarrel with the Government, 
it now appears, goes far beyond the question of dentures 
and glasses ; he declares, first, that the rearmament 
programme cannot be carried out because the Americans 
nave bought up most of the necessary raw materials; 
and, even so, rearmament itself should be cut down rather 
than allow the cost of living to go up or a finger to be 
laid upon the sacrosanct “ social services.”

* * ♦
Mr bas been PromPtly disowned with the

peculiar bitterness the Labour Party always visits upon 
its members who break away from the party line—a 

e m part to memories of the disasters 
that befell the party after MacDonald, Snowden and 
Ihomas entered the coalition of 1931. But in spite of 
™ ^onty theV ^njoy, the prospect of an immediate
t Jr House of Commons came quickly to nothing. 
som^G^^ charges for teeth and spectacles

Labour members abstained with Mr.
’ u hat was not an opportunity that could be 

(Continued on page 106)
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The Festival of Britain Mr. Webb and the West Indies

Opened by The King
Tn a speech from the steps of St. Paul’s Cathedral 

at noon on May 3rd the King declared open the 
Festival of Britain. The speech was broadcast to the 
world and millions heard His Majesty refer to the 
Festival as “ a symbol of Britain’s abiding courage and 
vitality.”

Previously there had been a service of dedication 
in the Cathedral attended by the King and Queen, 
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh, Princess 
Margaret, Queen Mary and other members of the 
Royal Family, members of the Government and 
Opposition and representatives of the Free Churches. 
The address was given by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Later in the day the King, accompanied by the 
Queen and other members of the Royal Family, opened 
the Royal Festival Hall by unveiling a commemorative 
tablet.' Then followed a service of dedication and a 
concert of British music conducted by Sir Adrian Boult 
and Sir Malcolm Sargent. The King and Queen were 
given a great reception as they entered the Royal Box 
and another ovation as they left the hall for Buckingham 
Palace, outside which several thousands had gathered to 
cheer the Royal Party.

On the following day the South Bank Exhibition, 
centre-piece of the Festival of Britain, was opened and 
in the presence of several thousand invited guests the 
King and Queen and other members of the Royal 
Family spent 90 minutes inspecting several of the 
buildings and exhibits. They were received by Mr. 
Morrison, Foreign Secretary, Mr. Stokes, Lord Pnvy 
Seal, General Lord Ismay, chairman of the Festival 
Council, and Mr. Gerald Barry, director-general of the 
Festival. Those presented to their Majesties included 
the Prime Minister and other members of the Govern­
ment Mr. Churchill and other members of the Opposition 
parties, Service chiefs and foreign diplomats

Some two hours after the conclusion of the royal 
tour the exhibition was opened to the 
other festivals and exhibitions are taking place through 
out the length and breadth of the land. Britain is now 
“ on show ” to the world.

Appointments to the Caribbean Commission

The Secretary of State for the
Mr G H Adams, of Barbados, and Mi. W. •

Æ SC—£ Æ3X”X 
g -“ « «US ÆSXS

These appointments are m accordance with the 
election held among non-official British delegates to the 
West Indian Conference (fourth session) held m Curacao 
in November-December, 1950. Fxecutive

Mr Grantley Adams is a member of the Executive 
Committee and leader of the House in the House of 

Assembly in Barbados.

An Unfortunate Statement
T^he following letter was sent to Mr. Maurice Webb, 

Minister of Food, on April 18th, by Mr. J. M. du 
Buisson, chairman of the West India Committee, regard­
ing a statement [reproduced on page 118 of this issue] 
made by Mr. Webb two days earlier in the House of 
Commons :—

On behalf of the British West Indies Sugar Association 
and the West India Committee I wish to refer to your 
statement in the House of Commons on April 16th— 
in reply to a question by Mr. Peter Smithers—that 
British West Indian interests are “ quite happy, so 
long as they are quite certain that the agreement 
(presumably the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement) 
will be carried out.”

It is true, Sir, that the Governments and peoples of 
the British West Indies would be relieved were they to 
be certain that both the letter and the spirit of the 
Commonwealth Sugar Agreement would be carried out, 
but it is important to establish what this means.

The British West Indies have agreed to restrict their 
production of sugar for export in exchange for a con­
tractual purchase by His Majesty’s Government of 
part of that production. This they only did after form­
ing an assessment of the factors influencing the markets 
for the non-guaranteed balance of their exports. These 
factors are, essentially, the size and value of the United 
Kingdom market for non-guaranteed sugar, the size 
and value of the Canadian market; the value of Imperial 
preference in both these markets j and a prospective 
International Sugar Agreement.

Frequent assurances by Members of His Majesty s 
Government (1) that only 225,000 tons would be 
reserved for foreign sugar in the United Kingdom 
market; (2) that they realized the all-importance to the 
Commonwealth Sugar Agreement of the Canadian market 
and would act as an 11 honest broker ” with Canada ; 
(3) that there would be no interference with imperial 
preference on sugar, and (4) that it was their earnest 
desire that a new International Sugar Agreement should 
be concluded, gave the British West Indies just reason 
for supposing that they could rely on these factors 
being favourable to them rather than otherwise. They 
could not have foreseen that the Government was 
intending to make contractual arrangements for the 
purchase of foreign sugar which would at one stroke 
turn all these factors against West Indian interests

I attach copies of letters* which I wrote on March 28th 
and April 6th to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
setting out the reasons why this reported Cuban arrange­
ment cuts directly across the Commonwealth Sugar 

Agreem Indians are far from happy at
what is taking place and indeed the British West Indies 
would ̂ regard the whole transaction with Cuba-cover­
ing as it does, sugar, fruit and tobacco—as an out- 
Siding example of sacrificing and exploiting colonial

■Za“ , nrndncers for the standard of living in this 
country and for chimerical benefits to United Kingdom 

exporters.____________ __________ _________
«SprSElEUEk contained were

published in last Circular, pages 71 and 7/.
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Supply Officers’ Conference

A conference of Supply Officers held recently in 
Barbados was concluded on April 21st. The chair­

man was Professor C. G. Beasley and those present 
were : Barbados, Mr. F. A. Bishop; British Guiana, 
Mr. G. F. Messerby ; Jamaica, Mr. H. McD. White ; 
Trinidad, Mr. A. A. Douglas ; Grenada, Mr. E. Gittens 
Knight; St. Lucia, Mr. A. R. Cools Lartigue; St. 
Vincent, Mr. A. V. Sprott; Dominica, Mr. H. E. Letang ; 
Development and Welfare Organization, Mr. D. A. Percival. 
Mr. B. E. Rolfe acted as secretary.

The Conference found that, on the whole, the supply 
of consumer goods has been maintained fairly regularly 
but shortages have recently appeared in the supply of a 
number of commodities including caustic soda, sulphuric 
acid, zinc and tinplate and other metal products. Special 
examination was made of the difficult problems arising 
from the rapid increase in prices of certain textile goods, 
particularly in those types which were in most demand 
amongst the lower income groups.

The conference welcomed the recent liberalization of 
trade with Canada and the U.S.A, and found that the 
recent revision of the token imports scheme had already 
produced good results. Ways and means were discussed 
of removing a few minor difficulties of an administrative 
nature which had arisen in connexion with this scheme.

The conference also discussed methods by which 
controls by licence could be released over a considerable 
range of goods from soft currency areas.

Trinidad Pioneer Industries

Among trade notes contributed by the Foreign Trade 
Service of the Canadian Department of Trade and 
Commerce to a recent issue of Foreign Trade is a review 
of the progress made in the development of additional 
industries in Trinidad during 1950.

Fourteen applications for government aid under the 
Aid to Pioneer Industries Legislation of Trinidad and 
Tobago were approved during the year, twelve of which 
are now in operation.

These are : Caribbean Development Company, brew­
ing and glass-making ; Trinidad Stapled Boxes, Ltd., 
manufacturing stapled and nailed boxes, veneers, ply­
wood, barrel staves and wooden handles; Walters 
(Trinidad) Brewing Co., Ltd., ale and beer ; Trinidad 
Match Factory, cardboard boxes ; Trinidad Publishing 
Co., cardboard boxes; Trinidad Stock Feeds, manu­
facture of stock feeds and cornmeal; Simplex Time 
Recording Co., assembly of industrial time clocks; 
Safie Bros. Textile Corporation, spinning, weaving^ 
dyeing, finishing and printing of cotton textiles and 
manufacture of knitwear; Torchon (Trinidad) Ltd 
processing and packaging of torchons (used locally for 
cleaning purposes) ; Tyre Service Ltd., manufacture of 
oil drill pipe wipers, valve inserts, piston rod packing 
etc. ; Electro Plastings Ltd., manufacture of smali 
plastic goods; and Charles Baeza, electro-plating

The two additional industries to which pioneer status 
has been granted will undertake the manufacture of 
boots and shoes, and the manufacture of paints oils 
varnishes, enamels and other like materials.

Canada and The West Indies 
{Continued from page 97)

Canadian Government agreed to provide—subject only 
to what at the time seemed to be mere token subsidies 
from the West Indies—a line of passenger-cargo steamers 
whose value to the British West Indian colonies has been 
inestimable. The “ Lady ” boats came into service in 
1929. At first losses were considerable, ranging from 
$1,118,000 in 1929 to $1,544,000 in 1933, but, to the 
general surprise, the Canadian National Steamships 
West Indian services succeeded in making operating 
profits each year from 1935 to 1949 inclusive, and in 
each year from 1941 to 1948 surpassed the most sanguine 
expectations by earning an over-all profit ranging from 
$166,000 in 1948 to $1,302,000 in 1946. Towards 
these surpluses the West Indian colonies contributed 
subsidies under the Trade Agreement. At the end of 
1949 the company’s vessels were valued at $9,844,445 
against which there was accrued depreciation of 
$4,836,385, a sum of $3,941,939 stood to the credit of 
the vessel replacement fund, while the accumulated 
deficit, which had exceeded $10,000,000 dollars at the 
beginning of 1941, had been more than halved. The 
year 1950 felt the full effect of the restrictions on trade, 
and the deficit for the year was $1,028,767, after 
providing $371,699 for depreciation of vessels. The 
report for 1950 states : “ The income deficit for the 
year was assumed by the Government of Canada.” 
The 1950 results, together with the figures published on 
page 108, indicate how heavily the company’s earnings 
have been affected by the restrictions on trade.

To-day there is serious alarm in the British West 
Indian colonies because of reports in the Canadian 
Press that considerable pressure is being exerted from 
several quarters in Canada for the discontinuation of 
these steamship services. May we then remind the 
Canadian Government and all who are interested in trade 
with the British West Indian colonies that the fears of 
1925 were confounded by events ? May we go further 
and suggest that the profits made in the forties were 
far from being the only benefits received by Canada? 
During the past 22 years the Canadian National 
Steamships West Indian Services have given employment 
to thousands of Canadians—in offices, on the ships, in 
repair yards and elsewhere. The ships have carried 
the Canadian flag into waters where it has been warmly 
welcomed and have earned for Canada much goodwill. 
They have given the Canadians travel experience of 
great value, and, perhaps most important of all, they 
have provided a link between complementary markets 
m two units of the Commonwealth, the breaking of 
which would be unthinkable tragedy. The few survivors 
of the 1925 Canada-West Indies Conference remember 
very clearly what it was that finally decided the Canadian 
Government to perform the act of faith which brought 
the steamship services into being and new life to the 
British West Indian colonies. At that conference the 
West Indian representatives placed their trust in the 
warm sympathies of the Canadian people. There is no 
reason to suppose that Canadians to-day are any less 
sympathetic towards the British West Indies than their 
fathers. Nevertheless, we do realize, as indeed do all 
the peoples of the colonies we serve, that in the light of 
recent history the Canadians of to-day have need of all 
their understanding.
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The West India Committee

Report of the Executive Committee for the year 1950-51
To be submitted to the Members of the West India Committee at 
the Annual General Meeting to be held at 40, Norfolk Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2, on Tuesday, the 29th day of May, 1951

THE Executive Committee presents to the members of the 
West India Committee its annual report for the year 
ended April 30th, 1951, and statement of Income and

Expenditure for the year ended December 31st, 1950, and 
Balance Sheet as at that date.

The Officers of the Committee, who were elected at a meeting- 
held on June 16th, 1949, are, Chairman, Mr. J. M. du Buisson; 
Deputy Chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell; Treasurers, The 
Chairman, The Deputy Chairman, Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, 
Mr. Alexander Elder and Mr. H. Alan Walker.

The West India Committee has suffered an unusual number of 
grievous losses during the past twelve months. Viscount 
Hailsham, the President, and Mr. James Gordon Miller, a Vice- 
President and former Chairman of the Executive, both died in 
September 1950 ; Viscount Elibank, a former President and 
Vice-President in March, 1951, and Mr. A. W. Armour, who was 
for many years a member of the Executive Committee, in June, 
1950 The tributes of the West India Committee to their 
memory have been recorded in the Circular and condolences 
have been expressed to their relatives.

During the year, Mr. A. V. Speight was elected a member of
the Executive Committee. .G1Q

The increase in the rate of subscription at the end of 1948 
led to a decline in the number of members of the West India 
Committee, which had fallen to 1,744 at the end of.1950as 
against 1,859 when the change took place. Notwithstanding 
the decline in numbers, now apparently arrested, total receipt6 
from subscriptions are approximately ¿670 per annum highei 
than in 1948, without taking into account generous increases in 
the contributions made by the Trinidad Oil Companies London 
Committee and Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Ov^eas) 
to whom the thanks of the Executive Committee have already 
been expressed on your behalf.

Financial Position. Owing to a number of exceptional items 
which had not been foreseen, the expenditure for the yeai 
exceeded revenue by ¿313, so that at the year s close the 
accumulated deficit on Income and Expenditure Account was 
¿8,611, while the amount standing to the credit of the endowment 

fund was ¿29,012.

The Year’s Record
Long-^m Agreement. The position at the end of the P^od 
covered by th! last annual report was that following^e Grenada 
Conference His Majesty’s Government m the M
had agreed to receive in London a. delega i P , memhers 
of the peoples of the British West Indies consisting of members 
of legislatures and representatives of la ou been that 
industry,” the hope of the Conference having been that 
negotiations for a long-term agreement mjght not be dosed 
until the delegation’s views had been consider • , Tobago
which consisted of Mr. Albert Gom^, o and Mr
(who was elected Chairman), Dr. HG hummings and Mr. 
Grantley Adams (Barbados), Mr. A M. Edun and Mr. W.^. 
Raatgever (British Guiana), Sir Robert Barker (Jam ), M^. 
R. L. Bradshaw and Mr. V. G Bird (Le Beaiibrun
Quintin O’Connor (Trinidad and Tobago) an . Robinson Mr.
(Windward Islands), was reinforced by Mr. . • McCowan
H A Cuke Mr R L. M. Kirkwood and Mr. Keith Mclowau representing’ the British West Indies Sugar Association and ^tm| 
in an advisory capacity. A most satisfactory.featureiol the 
negotiations was the smooth co-operation‘ ^roughout^he 
proceedings between members of the delega 1 P
fives of the British West Indies Sugar Association and *the 
West India Committee, and before leaving London the
left the Committee in no doubt as to the warmth^of their 
appreciation of the help they had received both by way o 

consultation and in the matter of assistance generally. The 
progress of the negotiations has already been fully reported in 
the Circular and elsewhere, and the result may be summed up 
by saying that, although the West Indies were not given any 
immediate increase of the quotas and limits laid down during the 
1949 negotiations, His Majesty’s Government added to their 
previous undertaking—which was that the quantities could be 
revised upwards if circumstances permitted, while there would be 
no question of revising them downwards during the period up 
to the end of 1957—a further undertaking that they would make 
a special examination of the position during 1953 in the light 
of all the circumstances then obtaining. If consumption levels 
in the United Kingdom then proved higher than had been 
estimated, His Majesty’s Government would offer to increase 
the quantities to be purchased under guarantee, the increase 
being at least in proportion to the amount by which the actual 
consumption proved to exceed the estimate that had been made. 
The statement conveying this undertaking recalled that all 
negotiations in the winter were based on the assumption that 
the unrestricted requirements of the United Kingdom market 
would be 2,550,000 tons, that it was not possible to say when 
sugar rationing would end, and that, until it ended, the full 
unrestricted consumption of the United Kingdom would not be 
known with any certainty. The intention was that after 
rationing terminated a period of six months would be allowed for 
consumption to settle down and the review of the Commonwealth 
Guaranteed quantities would be based upon consumption in the 
second six months. What was to happen if rationing did not 
end before January, 1952, was not stated.
1951 Price Negotiations. At the request of the British West 
Indies Sugar Association, the West India Committee approached 
the Ministry of Food for an increase in the price to cover increased 
costs since the price for 1950 had been agreed. The instructions 
received by the Committee were based on the assumption that, 
1950 being the first year of the long-term agreement, the 1950 
price would be the basic price under the agreement and that 
the reserve funds would remain unchanged. The Association 
also wanted the agreement extended for another year, as 
previously indicated in the British Government s offer. A 
series of discussions culminated in a meeting with the Minister 
of Food on December 22nd, at which all Commonwealth pro­
ducers were represented. At this meeting after Mr. Hanlon 
the Premier of Queensland, had addressed the Minister of Food 
at some length, and after considerable argument byal^parties 
to the negotiations, a price increase of ¿2 7s. 6d. for 1951 was 
finallv agreed The question of the extension of the long-term 
agreement by one year was then raised, and finality on this 
S was not reached until, on March 20th, 1951 the Head 
of the Sugar Division of the Ministry of Food informed the 
West India Committee that His Majesty’s Government had 
agreed to extend the Commonwealth Sugar Agreements for 
one further year, until the end of 1958.” In the same com­
munication reference was made to the representations that 
the annual prices fixed during the currency of the agreements 

, i j npGotiated iointly and should be related to a single
The Minister ol Food informed 

the WesTSdia Committee that in principle he was agreeable 
to this 'LWS

??a- .3?-¿“i?
that draft included provision for this change.
S X o7«t now being Lammed by all concern^ 

International Sngar Council. On ^^^«48^ 
International Sugar Council appointed a
to study the changing sug international Sugar
ZXinT» ^pX™ Son arose, its findings and
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recommendations as to the possible bases for such an agreement. 
Up to that date, the sugar quotas provided under the International 
Sugar Agreement of 1937 had remained inoperative since the 
time when war conditions had made it impossible to give effect 
to them. Cuba submitted draft bases for a new agreement 
for the consideration of the Council, and these proposals, together 
with comments from the various governments concerned, were 
considered at meetings of the Special Committee in January, 
April, and October, 1949, and in June and July, 1950. The 
British West Indies Sugar Association were represented at the 
June, 1950, talks by the Hon. H. A. Cuke, and at the July talks 
by the West India Committee. Following the last mentioned 
two meetings of the Special Committee the full Council 
met in an endeavour to formulate an agreed draft. It was 
not found possible to reach finality, however, and the present 
position is that the draft prepared in July last is still being 
examined by the respective governments concerned. This 
draft is inevitably encumbered with such a mass of alternatives 
that it would be idle to comment upon its contents. Meanwhile, 
it should be observed that the conditions under which a new 
International Agreement could come into being must differ 
appreciably from those obtaining in 1937, when participants 
were free to make their own rules. To-day, broadly, under the 
Havana Charter, commodity control agreements may be entered 
into only when a finding has been made that a burdensome 
surplus of a primary commodity has developed or is expected 
to develop or widespread unemployment which requires the 
remedy of specific governmental action has developed or is 
expected to develop. These conditions having been satisfied, 
a conference on sugar would be called by the Secretary General 
of the United Nations. Should an agreement be concluded, 
one important change would be that producers and consumers 
must be equally represented, whereas under the 1937 agreement 
producers had 55 votes and consumers 45. The outlook for an 
International Sugar Agreement has been greatly obscured, 
if not completely destroyed, by Cuba’s recent efforts to obtain 
definite quotas in advance out of the supplies that should be 
available for the free market open to the contracting parties. In 
any case, in the light of the international situation, it is difficult 
to see what justification there could be for a declaration that a 
burdensome surplus of any commodity had developed.

Negotiations with Cuba. On March 15th, 1951, the President 
of the Board of Trade, in reply to a question in the House of 
Commons, admitted that in the summer of 1950 the Cuban 
Government had approached His Majesty’s Government with a 
proposal for a bilateral agreement involving sugar supplies. 
Although, at that time to which he referred, negotiations were 
proceeding between representatives of the British West Indies 
and His Majesty’s Government aimed at an increase in the 
quantity of sugar which the United Kingdom had agreed to 
purchase from the British West Indies under the Commonwealth 

at guaranteed prices negotiated annually, 
and although His Majesty’s Government were then pressed 
closely as to the necessity to reserve 225,000 tons out of the 
quantity of sugar required by the United Kingdom, so that it 
might be put at the disposal of the free market should a new 
international Sugar Agreement be negotiated, no notification 
whatever was given to the British West Indies representatives 
that negotiations had already been commenced with Cuba 
wl“un, according to a recent pronouncement by one leading 
authority „would kill all hopes for a new International Sugar 
Agreement. The fact that negotiations were proceeding came

and since that time close contact 
with the British West Indies Sugar Association and unrelenting 
pressure on His Majesty’s Government have been maintained^ 
Government were left in no doubt as to how gravely anv 
contractual arrangement with Cuba would jeopardize the 
interests of sugar producers in the British West Indies where 
nrFnr aJe PrePonderantly important; that to' afford
prior status to foreign sugar in the United Kingdom market 
must inevitably reduce the over-all market available to non­
guaranteed Commonwealth sugars and depress the price paid

“BS 

contractual arrangements with Cuba were reported to be for 
three years only, the United Kingdom could hardly hope to get 
reciprocal benefits within so short a period and the arrangements 
must, therefore, be continuing. Finally, it seemed incredible 
that at the very time when they were negotiating with the British 
West Indies His Majesty’s Government could possibly have 
had in mind arrangements with Cuba which would invalidate 
the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. It was urged that if, 
nevertheless. His Majesty’s Government could not avoid con­
tractual arrangements with Cuba during the currency of that 
Agreement then “ it was their duty to safeguard British West 
Indian producers against any loss, either in markets or in prices, 
which they might otherwise suffer on any unguaranteed portion 
of their total export quota as compared with the guaranteed 
portion.” Later, when it appeared that Canada had actually 
entered into an Agreement to take 67,000 tons of sugar yearly 
from Cuba for three years, it was further urged that His Majesty's 
Government should immediately offer to extend until the end of 
1953 the undertaking by which the United Kingdom guaranteed 
an outlet for the total Commonwealth exportable surplus at 
agreed prices [and see article on page 97].
Production. Production of sugar in the British West Indian 
group of colonies for the quota year ended August 31st, 1950, 
was again a record as indicated by the following figures :—

Quota year tons
1944-45   504,162
1945-46   587,936
1946-47   607,660
1947-48   603,227
1948-49   801,538
1949-50   853,987
1950-51   887,336 (estim

Special Sugars. The Ministry of Food is again taking 15,000 
tons of yellow grocery sugars from the British West Indies, 
allocated to producers in the same proportions as hitherto. 
In addition, 2,500 tons of molasses sugar and 1,750 tons of 
muscovado sugar are being purchased from Barbados.
Sugar Research in the British West Indies. The new labora­
tories at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in 
Trinidad were completed during the year and their official 
opening formed part of the College celebrations of the completion 
of twenty-five years under Royal Charter. During the year, 
members of the staff appointed under the Sugar Research Scheme 
arrived in Trinidad. Pending the erection of the new sugar 
laboratories they had been carrying on their investigations at 
the Birmingham University.

. The research carried on in the sugar laboratories under the 
direction of Dr. L. F. Wiggins will have three main objects in view. 
First, an intensive investigation of the constituents of sugar 
cane juice, which in due course should lead to advances in the 
technology of sugar manufacture. Second, fundamental research 
on sugar and its derivatives with a view to the development of 
industrial uses for sugar. Third, examination of the by-products 
of sugar manufacture and exploration of means by which they 
may be put to profitable use. Already an encouraging start 
has been made, in the preliminary work carried out at Birmingham 
University and in Trinidad, in all three directions. This work 
will continue and be expanded and, where desirable, carried 
through the pilot plant stage as a guide to the most efficient 
a nd economic means of large scale production.

i eanwhile the immediate application of new discoveries to 
sugar manufacture has been catered for by a considerable 
expansion and modernization of the equipment in the experi- 
men a sugar factory at the College, made possible by the 
generosity of sugar machinery manufacturers and others in 
Great Britain.
Bulk Shipment of Raw Sugar. The Committee has kept in 
close touch with all developments under this head. Several 
ouik shipments were made from Jamaica and Trinidad and the 
unloading of them was attended at this end by several of our 
members. A report has been written on the operation.

Rum. 
duties on 
Exchequer 
from other

Protests against the maintenance of the present high 
rum were again made to the Chancellor of the 
and it may be that these, combined with protests 

v s°urces» at least prevented an increase in the spirit 
auties which most people regarded as inevitable in view of the 

ernment s acute need for a substantial increase of revenue, 
FyrhTn admissible that from the Chancellor of the
Exchequer s point of view there were strong arguments against
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the reduction of the import duties on rum, it cannot be ethical 
that His Majesty’s Government should take to themselves by 
way of such duties sums approximately equal to the total com­
bined revenues from all sources of the colonies where rum is 
made and, moreover, in doing so strangle an efficient industry, 
in startling contrast to the manner in which the Government 
of the United States permits the whole of the duties on Puerto 
Rican rum consumed in the United States to be retained by 
Puerto Rico and used for propaganda and other methods of 
building up the rum industry of that more fortunate colony. 
Clearly a new viewpoint is required at the Treasury—a viewpoint 
not restricted to the single question of providing revenue for 
His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom even to the 
point of ruination of colonial industry. In any case, effect 
might well have been given to the obvious lesson of the slump 
in revenue receipts—that from the point of view of self interest 
alone everything to-day favoured a substantial reduction of the 
rum duties.

Molasses. Demand for high strength alcohol and increased 
requirements of molasses for stockfeed resulted in a sharp rise 
in prices towards the end of 1950. Early contracts were made 
by most British West Indian sugar producers at prices in the 
neighbourhood of 8c. to 9c. per gallon. When the rise continued 
the United Molasses Company voluntarily offered a substantial 
increase to those who had made these contracts. Barbados 
producers made later contracts at 19c. per gallon.

Cocoa. Production of cocoa in the British West Indies 
during the crop season ended September 30th, 1949, proved to 
be much as was anticipated in last year’s report, attaining a 
level somewhat higher than in the previous season. Exports 
from Trinidad totalled 6,890 tons against 5,645 tons in 1948-49, 
and from Grenada 2,556 tons against 2,236 tons.

The Ministry of Food, on September 14th, 1950, announced 
their decision to end the buying of raw cocoa on Government 
account and the London Cocoa Terminal market, ait®r having 
been closed for Ilf years, was re-opened on January 15th, 1901. 
Particulars of the arrangements for facilitating trade on this 
market were given in the January, 1951, issue of the Circular.

The last price paid by the Ministry of Food in September 
1950, for British West Indian cocoas was 265s. per 50 kilos 
f.o.b. At the time of compiling this report the London market 
is very quiet, and price quotations more or less ^mal, but 
first mark Trinidad cocoa is quoted at about 360:s. per 
f.o.b., with second mark Trinidads at about 347s. 6d. there having 
been a steady rise with first mark at one time touching 370s 
Sellers of Grenada cocoa ask 365s. per kilos f.o.b., ^ buyers 
offering 355s. Trinidad local prices to T^ntation
same as last year, namely §42 per fanega (110m j 
Kinds ” and $38 per fanega for Estates until Marcb 
this year, when there was an increase of $14 per fanega, bnngi g 
the respective prices to $56 and $52, a new recor . w;fChes’

There have been no reports of any further spr^d of 
broom disease in Grenada, and the control po icy p 
Government of that island appears to have ^en so fai efiect ve^

Progress with the subsidized rehabilitation of cocoa estates m 
Trinidad continued, and a full account of w - d bv the
being done was given at the Cocoa Conference organized by^ 
Cocoa, Chocolate and Confectionery Alliance, ■ chjef
September 13th and 14th, 1950, by Dr B. G Moto Chief 
Scientific Officer of the Department of Agriculture, Tnnid

1 AtSt°he same conference Dr. H. Evans of the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture gave a comprehensive surv yI 
results so far obtained along the various> lines ofcocoa «seare 
and announced the achievement of a new ec Q disease from
ing resistance and susceptibility to witches broom disease from 
which interesting results are anticipated. large-scale

Another striking piece of research directed to the large sca^ 
multiplication of heavy-yielding clones other features
an exhaustive examination of physiologica . resulted in 
influencing the vegetative propagation o for producing rooted 
the successful evolution of a procedu p tion and
cuttings in quantity and hardening them off 
planting, while the recently discovered
trace elements in cocoa cultivation an active investiga-
light intensity on the growth of cocoa are unde instituted
tion. In connexion with the Cocoa Research Scheme mstltut
at the Imperial College full facilities have n Experiment
the establishment of River Estate as a ^ocoa Experm. 
Station and the erection of a fine new Biology Building wn 

was opened during the Charter Silver Jubilee Celebrations, of 
which an account was given in the April issue of the Circular. 
Total imports of raw cocoa into the United Kingdom during the 
year ended December 31st, 1950, were 130,342 tons, of which 
3,461 tons were from the British West Indies. Corresponding 
figures for 1949 were 146,774 tons and 2,754 tons. The quantity 
of cocoa entered for home consumption in the United Kingdom 
during the calendar year 1950 was 125,736 tons ; in 1949 was 
138,964 tons ; and in 1948 was 105,693 tons.

Bananas. The feature of the year has been increased 
attention to banana growing in Caribbean territories other than 
Jamaica. British Guiana saw the beginning of a joint experi­
ment under the aegis of the Jamaica Banana Producers’ Associa­
tion, the Colonial Development Corporation and Booker Brothers 
McConnell and Co., Ltd. In British Honduras the latest report 
is that the Stann Creek Valley project is doing well and, with 
new plantations in the western district having done better than 
expected, the colony’s exports are expected to reach 35,000 
stems monthly by June of this year, rising to 50,000 by the end 
of the year. From Dominica the Antilles Products Ltd. con­
tinued to make regular shipments, chiefly to Ireland and the 
Continent, and annual exports are approaching the half million 
mark. The Trinidad industry is reported to be expanding 
steadily and experimental shipments of new varieties have 
been made to the United States. Exports of Gros Michel 
bananas to the Caribbean Fruit Company of New Orleans 
continued throughout the year. The most notable event in 
J amaica was the extension of the contract with the British 
Government by two years, i.e. until the end of 1954. The price 
agreed for 1951 was the same as in 1950, viz., ¿32 per ton f.o.b. 
Production received a setback because of inclement weather, 
and, instead of the anticipated increase, imports into the United 
Kingdom declined slightly with 5,846,000 stems in 1950 as against 
6 567 000 in 1949 and 6,012,000 in 1948. On the other hand a 
most encouraging feature has been the fact that of the above 
imports the Lacatan banana contributed 446,874 stems in 1950, 
against 115,620 ip 1949 and 23,042 stems in 1948.

Cotton. The area planted to Sea Island Cotton in the British 
West Indies in the 1949-50 season, excluding the acreage in St. 
Lucia, fell from 15,750 acres to 13,526 acres The drop.was 
mainly due to decreased planting in Barbados Montserrat 
Nevis and St. Kitts, the areas planted m Antigua and St. Vincent 
being in fact higher than in 1948-49. Seasonal and labour con­
ditions were mainly responsible for the variation in acreages 
planted, the drop in St. Kitts being directly attributable to the 

StlTotal British West Indian production (again excluding St. 
Lucia)"was down from 2,510,128%. or 6,275 bales of 400 lbeach, 
to 2 007 374 lb. or 5,018 bales. The crop from St. Vincent, 
however* showed an increase of 237 bales, Productmn being 
438 800 lb. in 1949-50 against 343,775 lb. in 1948-49.

Prices obtained for cleln lint of the 1949-50 crop ranged from 
3s 3d to 3s 6d. per lb. for cotton from Antigua and Nevis to 
Is 4d. per lb. for Barbados and St. Vincent. Prices negotiated 
for the 1950-51 crop range from 3s. lOd. per lb. for Antigua a i 
Nevis to 5s per IK for Barbados and St. Vincent, all grade 1, 

f ^Production of Marie Galante cotton, which is now grown only 
in Carriacou, is estimated to have been about 100 bales in 1949-50 

ha^been a continual rise in the Raw

matter. r^mmittee of the West Indian Sea IslandThe Advisoxy Committed“oted much attention to the 
Cotton Association (In •) grades of Sea Island cotton
possibility of finding an ou^ and now
formerly used in fhe m , t and of obtaining admission 
kept off the market by purchase taa { %e United
of Sea Island cotton goods to the utifity r
Kingdom but there is JdvisoryP Committee have included 
matters dealt with bY.^“e strain of cotton grown in Antigua 

the provl5ion o£
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guide samples, and proposals for the establishment of a cotton 
spinning industry in the West Indies.

Sea Island cotton was again displayed at the British Industries 
Fair. A description and illustration of the exhibit appeared in 
the June, 1950, issue of the Circular.

Subsequent to the “Colonial Month” held last year a Colonial 
exhibition in which Sea Island cotton was strongly featured 
was taken round the principal centres in Britain. This exhibition 
was withdrawn from Newcastle in February and is being re­
furbished for display at the Imperial Institute from May to 
September in connexion with the Festival of Britain. An 
exhibition of British goods which recently visited the West 
Indies included fabrics and clothing made from Sea Island cotton.

Mr. T. Souness, M.B.E., represented the West India Committee 
on the Advisory Committee of the West Indian Sea Island Cotton 
Association (Inc.) throughout the year.

Citrus Fruit. Jamaica alone has so far accepted the 
British Government’s offer of a ten-year contract for the supply 
of concentrated orange juice, of which during the year the 
colony supplied 399 tons as against 243 tons in 1949? Latest 
returns indicate that approximately 100,000 boxes of sweet 
oranges and 110,000 boxes of grapefruit were exported during the 
season. In Trinidad the total citrus fruit crop, according to the 
latest available figures, was approximately 350,000 boxes, of 
which about one-third was exported as fresh fruit. Canned 
juices were exported principally to Canada. In British Hon­
duras the season’s crop of grapefruit amounted to approximately 
250,000 cases, an increase of some 50,000 on the 1949-50 season. 
Rather less than one-third of this quantity was exported as 
fresh fruit and the remainder utilized for the production of 
canned sections and juices, the canned sections being sold to the 
Ministry of Food and the juice mainly exported to Canada 
The whole of the small output of 10,000 cases of oranges was 
either used locally as fresh fruit or shipped to the Ministry of 
Food as juice. In Dominica the fruit packing and grading 
plant provided by the Colonial Development Corporation, which 
is capable of handling the entire exportable supplies ’ of the 
island, came into operation during the year. Unfortunately 
the latest figures gazetted cover exports to the end of August’ 
1950, only, when 91,391 crates of grapefruit and 23,151 barrels 
of limes had been exported as compared with 31,477 crates and 
194950 barrelS resPectively during the corresponding period of

In^ recent months there have been disquieting attempts by 
the United States and Cuba to secure reductions of the alreadv 
inadequate preferences enjoyed in the United Kingdom market 
by Commonwealth citrus producers. The West India Committee 
has protested vehemently against both of these efforts and 
drawn the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the simul­
taneous granting by the United States of subsidies to their citrus 
exporters on a scale which must exclude West Indian citrus 
from several important markets outside the United Kingdom.

Nutmegs and Mace. Throughout the year the Com­
mittee continued to collaborate with the Grenada Co-operative 
Nutmeg Association by keeping United Kingdom firms who are 
agents of the Association m this country informed of the current 
prices of nutmegs and mace. current
qnihre?Q?n exPorts °* for the season ended September
30th, 1950, amounted to 3,161 tons against 1,714 tons for the 
previous season. Exports of mace were 373 tons against 276

Arising from the dispute referred to in the last annual report 
a Commission of Inquiry into the working of the GrenadaPCo 
operative Nutmeg Association, the appointment and terms oi 
reference of which were reported in the January, 1951 issue S the 
XnX’J°°k the of tXmonth
Xmngtaih“XoTt had been issued at the time

Cigars. Although the quantity of Jamaican cigars consumed 
in the United Kingdom in 1950 showed some improvemen “on 
the previous year, it was still only 40 per cent of the ^antit^ 
consumed in.1947 In spite of a strong appeal by the West 
India Committee to the Chancellor of the Excheque/in a lettlr 
of which a copy was published in the March issue o^ the Circular’ 
in support of most urgent representations from iJXo k ’ 
it was made quite clear that the only X i bTe
the position was by a drastic cut in imnni T+ f +tg 
although it seemed evident that such a reduction VUTrata 

would be most unlikely to decrease the total yield either from 
cigars or from the tobacco duties as a whole, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer did not see fit to make any reduction. As in 
the case of the rum duties not only had the lesson of diminishing 
returns from the higher duties imposed made no impression but 
again a helping hand even though it might have been combined 
with a measure of self interest was withheld from a sorely pressed 
though eminently efficient colonial industry. Indeed there 
were strong reports that His Majesty’s Government were 
inclined to move in the other direction and add to the damage 
already inflicted by the high duties by handing over to Cuba, 
which already had an exclusive tariff advantage in the United 
States, a share of the United Kingdom market held by Jamaica.

Oil. During the period covered by this report, the pro­
duction of crude oil in Trinidad amounted to 20,710,334 barrels 
as compared with 20,693,650 barrels for the previous year.

The wages agreement signed in March, 1948, between O.W.T.U. 
and the O.E.A.T. came to an end in 1950. Prolonged negotia­
tions followed and ended in the signing of a new agreement which 
provided a general wage increase for all classes of workers. 

,s new agreement will run for a minimum period of two years 
and three months.

The oil industry is of great importance to the economic life of 
Irmidad m that it provides direct employment for about 13,000 
people and indirectly through contractors to two or three 
thousand more. The industry is by far the largest single con­
tributor to the revenue of the colony of Trinidad and Tobago, 
whilst the royalties from crown oil are a substantial and increas­
ing part of State revenue. Apart from its contributions to the 
revenue of the colonies the oil industry spends large sums in 

nnidad each year in salaries, wages, and payments to con­
tractors, rents and local purchase of materials. Any appreciable 
decline in the activity of the oil industry as an employer of labour 
a, purchaser of local materials would bring stagnation to the 
isiancl s economy and would have a disastrous effect on the 
budget position.

Shipping Services to and from the West Indies. 
It is exasperating to have to report that even yet His Majesty’s 

overnment have not succeeded in effecting improvement in the 
between the United Kingdom and the British 

maint • Pressure on the appropriate authorities was 
maintained throughout the year, but although the Secretary of 

f i6 Colonies has repeatedly assured members of the 
House of Commons that he was fully aware of the need for 

services and that the matter is receiving his 
5° results are so far apparent. It is understood, 

nroreedin0tRa+ dlscusslons on the question of assistance are 
CoXX? between certain shipping interests and His Majesty’s 
MeXT the. ^c?ar the Working Committee if the
Question of frAio-hiSbl?perS+KStanding Committee discussed the 
We?Tndti Tht rates with representatives of the Association of 
S X S.tea^iP Lines, and eventually
shinnerq h^aS made _similar to that in existence between 
wher^v 8biP°WnerS m the Commonwealth of Australia 
reoresentativA nf any *ncrease made in freight rates, one 
a confident di ® S^PPer® and one of the shipowners meet for 
owners ^LlX1011 °f the shiPOwners’ proposals. Ship­
weeks’ ’notice of an 6 a^reed t° give shippers not less than six 
place between ~Useful discussions have also taken
the British T ini« W°rkmg Committee and representatives of 
of delayithJ is a„var“*y of subjects including questions 
of London and » ■ °n board " biIls oi ^ding in the Port

skSS.x? —"
aiLv« °“e ’he deration'. t.o,.pres™<-

Work on Plantatir^J^tmgs of the I.L.O. Committee on 
resolution passed bv ttL r andoeng, Indonesia, in December. A 
by the I L o’ Co™ttee which will be communicated
of plantation Xdeals With the regulation of wages 
proposa^^ attention to the fact that the

tion for plantation work^rc ? minimum security of remunera- 
piantation workers paid on a piece or task basis. Other
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resolutions on matters ranging from recruitment to health, 
housing and social security will be investigated by the I.L.O. 
An I.L.O. conference will be held in June this year, to which the 
Federation will nominate a representative to be a Technical 
Adviser to the British Employers’ delegate and, if possible, an 
observer.

Trade Representation. Agreement on the official West 
Indian Trade Commissioner services in Canada and the United 
Kingdom has not yet been completed. Meantime the West 
India Committee has continued to represent, as it has done 
throughout its long history, the interests in the United Kingdom 
of those connected with trade between the United Kingdom and 
the West Indian colonies. For some twenty years also the 
Committee has organized the British West Indies “shop window 
at the British Industries Fair, on the conclusion of which each 
year a full report has been published in the form of a supplement 
to the Circular.

At the time of writing this Report, exhibits from all the British 
West Indies south of the Bahamas as well as from British 
Guiana are receiving appreciative attention from visitors to the 
1951 exhibition at Earl’s Court. As regards tourist propa­
ganda, some thousands of letters are written each year to 
prospective tourists, many of whom have accepted invitations 
to discuss their requirements with the Secretary and staff, a 
very appreciable share of whose time has also been devoted to the 
encouragement of enquirers with capital to invest.

The Executive Committee takes this opportunity once more 
to acknowledge its gratitude to the Royal Empire Society for 
willing co-operation in this work, particularly m keeping the 
Committee supplied with copies of the ‘ Notes on Conditions 
in the various colonies.

Empire Fruits Council. The Empire Fruits 
met in February, 1951, when the chief item interest to t e 
British West Indies was a discussion on the subsidies; grjnted to 
citrus fruit by the United States and it was resolvedto bring 
to the attention of their respective Governments the alarm 
by the Council at the introduction of subsidies mtc> the. mter 
national fruit trade, and urged that the 
should exert all possible pressure to end the subsidy syste 
“which in the past has proved so disastrous to the prim ry 

producer.”

The Library. The number of readers who made use of the 
Committee’s reference library during the year was imchalmve 
the average. Government departments, 
import merchants, authors and lecturers consulted the 
in which they were interested ; but the bulk.of Reread ersw^e 
university students preparing theses ;ncrease in thé
trade and economics. There was a further s W
number of books in the library as the result of gifts by members.

The West India Committee Circular. The Circular 
continues to appear with reasonable pro^ 
to the difficulties of production, not 
the dislocation in the printing trade is very
have mounted alarmingly and the Executive Commis ry 
grateful to the advertiser^. who have -8”^

extends its warn. thanks to the 

Honorary Correspondents and others who have supplied 
Circular with items of news.

the 
the

sis.
S“S! ssHsisfe sCommittee will present itself in , Koval Charter, 
the Golden Jubilee of the Committee under Royal Chart

40, Norfolk Street, 
London, W.C.2.

April 30th, 1951.

J. M. du BUISSON, 
Chairman.

A. E. V. BARTON,
Secretary.

Canada—B.W.I. Relations
Trade and Shipping

T^xtracts from Canadian papers concerning relations 
between Canada and other parts of the Common­

wealth and in particular concerning the Canada-West 
Indies trade agreement and the future of the Canadian 
National Steamship Service to the British West Indies 
are published below.

From The Globe and Mail, March 28th, 1951.
The British preferential tariff margin on sugar is 

hanging in the balance at the Torquay trade talks as 
Cuba wages a persistent fight for a share of the Canadian 
market. So far as is known here the sugar situation is 
still in a state of bargaining flux and as yet there is no 
hint even of what concessions Cuba can or will offer in 
exchange for this important move on the part of Canada. 
Ostensibly the United States is an onlooker but it stands 
to reason that the Americans would like to see the 
Cubans win out in a battle which means the narrowing 
or elimination of another British preferential margin 
and might give indirect hold. On the other side, the 
Commonwealth countries are fighting to retain the 
monopoly business in the Canadian market and fighting 
with the odds in their favour. Canada is bound by the 
British West Indies Treaty of 1925 to maintain the 
present preferential margin of $1 per 100 pounds and 
any move except by general Commonwealth agreement 
to revise it would upset the whole Imperial preference 
set-up. The British West Indies Treaty also includes 
provision for the steamship subsidy which in itself has 
been costly. Meanwhile, the other phase of the British 
West Indies Treaty, which originally was valuable to 
Canadians because it gave small Canadian manufacturers 
an export market in which they could try out their 
wings has lost a good deal of its advantage. Last year 
trade dropped to less than one-quarter of its post-war 
peak and though Canadians are being given some new 
opportunities by the liberalization plan which was 
effective January 1st, this falls far short of restoring 
the old export opportunities. So long as the British 
preferential on sugar stands the Canadian people are 
subsidizing the Commonwealth producer. Last year, 
which was the first year since the war that sugar 
importers have been free to buy where they pleased 
the preferential tariff meant that 98 per cent or more of 
total sugar requirements came from the Commonwealth.

wl sold to Canada at $1-13 per hundred 
nounds above the world price or, after deducting the 
E preferential duty of 28 cents, at 85 cents more 
than would have been the case had the higher duty of 
SI 28 not applied to Cuban or other shipments, this, 
in efiect was a subsidy paid by Canadians to the Common­
wealth producers which, on the total 620 OOOTon import 
amounted to $10,500,000. So long as the British West 
Indies Treaty exists intact the only way in w^h 
Canada can grant concessions to Cuba is either to bu

obtained in return in the Cubm markets
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system with, most likely, special reference to the new 
and disturbing probability of a continued and possibly 
enlarged trading gulf between the dollar and sterling 
areas will come under over-all review in important 
United Kingdom-Canada trade discussions scheduled for 
Ottawa in the week of May 21st. High on the agenda 
will be Canada’s special trade interests in the British 
West Indies. The meeting will be under the auspices 
of the Canada-United Kingdom Continuing Committee 
on Trade and Economic Affairs. . Chairman will be 
Sir Alexander Clutterbuck, United Kingdom High 
Commissioner to Canada. Members of the committee 
include senior government officials from both countries. 
Importance of the meeting is that it will convene shortly 
after results of the Torquay tariff conference are made 
known. It will be the first meeting of Canada-United 
Kingdom officials to assess the results of these negotia­
tions. So far, nothing has been reported here as having 
broken the deadlock between United States and United 
Kingdom at Torquay (The Financial Post, April 7th). 
This means that chances of any trade deal between 
these two countries are now fading almost to the vanishing 
point. Specifically, the conference will be called on to 
review the initial operations of the British West Indies 
trade liberalization plan. It will also have before 
it Canada’s official complaints to Whitehall regarding 
alleged United Kingdom trade discrimination against 
this country’s goods. There is a growing view in 
Ottawa that discussion of these important matters can­
not long be delayed. In short that they cannot be over­
looked by the Continuing Committee—even though final 
decisions may have to be left to higher authorities. 
Reports reaching The Financial Post this week from 
British West Indies show that feeling is running high 
there regarding alleged concessions which United 
Kingdom is reported to have made respecting Cuban 
sugar and cigars. Until details of these rumoured 
deals at Torquay are published, there is little use in 
speculation on the alleged harm done to British West 
Indies interests. But events at Torquay have un­
doubtedly sharpened a growing demand in Canada that 
there be a completely new look at Canada-British West 
Indian trade and commercial relationships. The Canada- 
British West Indies trade treaty of 1925 has long 
since ended so far as any binding obligations on both 
sides are concerned. Either side could terminate it on 
six months’ notice. But Canada has been very loath 
to do this in the present unsettled state of world com­
merce. Trade roots with the British West Indies go 
deep and even though the price which Canada pays by 
way of a sugar preference plus steamship subsidies is 
high it is felt that to throw the whole arrangement 
overboard now would be unwise. That’s why there is 
no expectation here that we are as yet at the place 
where an entirely new Canada-British West Indies 
treaty can be considered. So long as present import 
discriminations against Canadian goods are in effect, 
there would be little use in working out new tariff 
schedules. Thus the main business of the May confer­
ence will likely be a very intimate and searching look 
at the whole present system of import licences and 
quotas as imposed by Britain and the sterling area 
against dollar goods.

’ From The Financial Post, April 14th, 1951, quoted 
from Winnipeg Free Press, and headed : This Market 
Vital.

The decline of about 30 per cent in Canada’s sterling 
market last year was not the result of Canada’s inability 
or unwillingness to sell in Britain. It was enforced 
by the British policy of restriction and discrimination. 
The result, as Mr. Abbott says, is that whereas nearly 
half Canada’s exports went to the sterling area before 
the war the proportion sank to less than a quarter last 
year. While Canada’s trade has shifted heavily from 
Britain to the United States, where two-thirds of it was 
concentrated last year, the British market is vital to us. 
The Canadian market is just as vital to Britain. The 
policies of discrimination now in effect, which seem to be 
part of the British Government’s socialistic obsession 
with direct state controls, are undermining the maximum 
trade which both countries should desire. Also they 
contradict Britain’s solemn agreement to avoid dis­
crimination as soon as it is able to do so.

From The Montreal Daily Star, April 18th, 1951, 
headed: Canadian National Steamships-West Indies 
run may be abandoned.

Possibility of abandoning the Canadian National 
Steamships service between Canada and the West 
Indies was discussed last night before the Canadian 
House of Commons Railways and Shipping Committee. 
Mr. Gordon, president of the Canadian National Steam­
ships and Canadian National Railways, said the company 
and the Government will have to face this year the 
question of abandoning the service or getting new ships 
for the run. He said the Company’s two largest vessels 
will have to be replaced in “ the reasonably near 
future ” if operations are to continue. The West 
Indies service was started as the result of a trade 
treaty between Canada and the United Kingdom, 
which involved a U.K. subsidy for the ship operation. 
The treaty and the subsidy lapsed several years ago. 
Transport Minister Hon. Lionel Chevrier told the 
committee there is not much hope of a new trade treaty.

[The treaty was, of course, between Canada and the 
West Indies, Bermuda, British Guiana and British 
Honduras and provided for an annual British West 
Indian subsidy of £29,000 and has not yet lapsed.]

{Continued from page 98)

used by the Conservatives, who abstained also and 
left the issue to be determined by the Labour Party 
among themselves. Mr. Bevan has in fact pledged 
himself and by implication his friends not to vote in the 
House so as to endanger the survival of the Government. 
That he has a substantial following, however, has now 
been indicated ; and it is generally believed that he can 
count on proportionately greater support in the con­
stituencies than in the House. Thus, what Mr. Attlee 
has to fear is less an actual defeat in Parliament than the 
undermining of his position if Mr. Bevan takes to stump- 
mg the country against him, as he already shows signs 
of doing. This might tempt the Prime Minister to 
dissolve before more harm is done. On the other 
hand, the Gallup polls are now regularly reporting 
that Labour is doomed to heavy defeat whenever the 
election comes.
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At Blue Mountain Peak, Jamaica

By R. M.

THE summit of the Blue Mountains is reached afoot 
or on mule-back by the track leading from Abbey 
Green (4,040 feet) along Portland Gap (5,495) 

and up Jacob’s Ladder. A concrete hut and, in favour­
able weather, magnificent views await the climber. 
J. G. Sawkins, in his Geology of Jamaica, 1859, states 
that the height was determined by 13 barometrical 
observations with various instruments while simultaneous 
ones were made near the sea. The mean of these was 
7,335 feet, but the figure now accredited is 7,402, by 
the Survey Department, 1945.

The true summit is a knuckle overlooking the hut, 
on which, 50 years ago, there was a wired enclosure 
containing meteorological instruments placed there by 
Daniel Morris, then Director of 
Public Gardens, from which the 
overseer of Farm Hill supplied 
the readings formerly published 
monthly in the Gazette. Weather, 
neglect, and the hand of the hiker 
have left no trace. Two other 
eminences, East Peak, also known 
as Lady Peak, and South East 
Peak, complete the massif. On 
these blistered, wind-swept summits 
skeleton soapwoods straggle amid 
patches of red moss and stagfem.

Eastward, some 2,500 yards 
away lies the apex of the Sugarloaf 
(7,110), bearing slightly south of 
east, and by an optical illusion, 
frequent where one mountain top 
is viewed from another, seeming 
loftier than The Peak. Only a final 
brief section of Cold Ridge, the 
col linking the Peak group with 
the Sugarloaf, is visible, the 
remainder being hidden behind and 
below East Peak, but on the left 

Blue Mountain Peak

the eye of the observer travels 
freely across the deep upper valley 
of Back River, perhaps the most 
untrodden region in Jamaica (the 
John Crow Plateau excepted), over the recesses of 
Catalina and Saratoga, then moves down the five-mile 
spur running north, rests for a moment on the remarK- 
able double prong known as Two Claw, and sinks to the 
lowest point where, beyond White Stone Fall, e 
confluence with Stony River. Through rifts in whirling 
fog one glimpses, a dozen miles away, the we 
flanks of the John Crow Mountains and the reaches ot 
Rio Grande gleaming amid the coco-nut groves o 
Seamans Valley. But always the eye returns in 
admiration to the cloudgirt cone of the ugar ’ 
and long will memory hold the vision of this fair feature, 
loveliest in the range.Many visitors to the Peak, in the litter the ytoe, 
in wanton destruction of property, in scratching o 
on shelter walls and summit trees, show but scant

Murray
courtesy to their surroundings. Here is The Peak’s 
point of view :—

“ I would urge my claims to better consideration. I 
am the summit of Jamaica, and, as such, entitled to 
respect. I have watched over the fate of this island 
since it rose out of the Caribbean. Scarred with land­
slides, tortured by hurricanes, stricken by lightning, 
I have rocked, with countless earthquakes which have 
chiselled our shores. I looked down upon the first 
Indian canoe that timidly steered its course along the 
Palisadoes. I first, through the morning mists on the 
May 3rd, 1494, sighted Columbus and his caravels. 
There aré those who, in love and reverence, visit me, 
finding heart’s ease and physical recreation in my lofty 

solitudes. Them I welcome, always.
There are others who, amid my 
purple-fruited brambles and bil­
berries, scatter the foul remnants 
of their food, empty tins, biscuit 
cartons, smashed bottles, sou­
venirs of their vandal intrusion.”

There are reliable records of ice 
having been found at The Peak 
and its incidence is probably not 
so rare as is generally supposed. 
In ordinary, parties avoid the 
ascent between December and 
February when “ northers ” bring 
cold and rain from the higher 
latitudes. A temperature of 37° 
has been known at Newhaven Gap, 
above Cinchona, and it is credible 
that frost and ice occur at higher 
points on the ridge at the same 
times as at The Peak, where 
certainly the thermometer often 
registers 40° and on more than 
one occasion has recorded as low 
as 32°. According to J. F. Bren­
nan, the Government meteorologist, 
in January, 1886, deposits of ice 
were found in bottles. During the
cold snap of New Year, 1907, 

Mai or Alfred Simms saw signs of frost-blighted vegeta­
tion On January 11th, 1941, a party led by A A. 
Chaplain found and photographed layers of ice on the 
ground and powder frost on leaves.

In this connexion, speaking of the island temperature 
generally, Hooper, in his 1886 report on the Forests 

level the temperature varies from 
76° to 90°, only dropping below 70 when severe 
< ’ blow vet as we rise in elevation so the heat
northers blow, yet as we 4 800 feet in

gradually “ of ^he yea!. At The Peak be thermo- 
the early mon nveG°. Between then a maximum 
me^r V ^76° at The Peak, and a minimum of the same 
reading of 76 at Ihe re & tempera
i“G?Xnl elevations,, allowing of the cultivation



108 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR May, 1951

of vegetable products from all parts of the globe, while 
so far as general climate is concerned it is possible within 
the island to find every gradation, from the hottest, 
dampest, and most tropical to a bright, cold, and dry 
climate, the more healthy from being liable to no sudden 
variation.”

Our party moved east along the Gosset track, so 
named after a former proprietor of the coffee plantation 
Farm Hill, who took active interest in the Peak hut 
and its environment. There had been much rain during 
the early part of the month, August, and, on striking 
Cold Ridge, the only link between the Peaks and the 
Sugarloaf, I noted the unusual extent of the grassed 
wallow which lies on the left of the trail. It was clear 
liquid, and appeared to be moving, probably on its 
way through a filter bed to the Back River. In two 
hours moving through the Forest Reserve we were at 
the base of the cone of the Sugarloaf (my pocket aneroid 
registered 6,685 feet). Half an hour’s hard work with 
hands and feet sufficed, and we stretched our wearied 
bodies by Thomas’s yacca, now in its last stages of 
disintegration. Four black bottles hung wired to a 
small tree near by. Qne pint contained the names of a 
party of a dozen Jamaica College boys, another the 
card of E. V. Brown of the Forest Department, and there 
were two of mine. The larger, a quart, had priority in 
time. It held a note with the names of a party including 
that of my daughter Dorothy, who, on April 25th, 1934, 
had made the top, and is probably the only woman who 
has done so. I removed the various records, dried 
them, and, making tight, rewired the souvenirs where 
they had been hanging.

Yacca, your days are numbered, but you will be 
remembered in Jamaica’s story since the day, 60 years 
ago, when Inspector Thomas sketched you, read the 
mystic lettering on your south-pointing arm, and 
recorded you in his Untrodden Jamaica. Farewell 
venerable landmark, goal and certifier of all who climb 
the cone of the Sugarloaf, fill a permanent place in 
memory with Tom Cringle’s Cotton and Halfway Tree 
w ??ay^0Ur dryads be with you to the last in Elfin 
Woodland !

[Readers of the Circular may recall an article on the 
John Crow Mountains, by Mr. Murray, which appeared 
in our issue of September 23rd, 1937.—Ed.]

Saguenay Terminals

Saguenay Terminals, Ltd., announce that their 
j î° leave London about May 19th for 

and Demerara- There is accom­
modation for 10 passengers, all in single cabins.

The Bruno, which was built in 1948, is of 3,950 tons 
deadweight and has a speed of 17 knots. The run from 
London to Barbados takes approximately 10 days.

The company have arranged for two other similar 
—be placed on their Continental

United Kingdom—West Indian service and each will 
have accommodation for between 10 and 12 passengers 
r Tbe faijs from London are : Barbados, ¿100 Trinidad’ 
¿105, and Demerara, ¿110. * ^nniaaa,

Canadian National (West Indies) Steamships Ltd.

The following figures, taken from the annual reports 
of the Company, will be of interest in view of the state­
ments in the Canadian Press which are reproduced on 
page 105 :—

OperatingOperating
Year Loss Profit Deficit Surplus

S S 8 8
1929 ... 447,841.28 —- 1,117,896.48 __
1930 ... 523,136.98 — 1,362,655.59
1931 ... 446,568.53 — 1,345,361.07 —
1932 ... 283,715.97 — 1,293,014.43 —
1933 ... 497,997.30 __ 1,544,073.11 —
1934 ... 96,678.61 — 1,178,679.61 —
1935 ... — 200,030.83 917,390.11 __
1936 ... — 557,398.55 574,212.58 __
1937 ... —* 658,537.75 481,275.20 __
1938 ... — 746,239.77 404,108.95 __
1939 ... — 623,859.43 524,429.49 —-
1940 ... — 1,205,034.91 12,733.98 —
1941 ... — 1,727,356.97 __ 593,215.83
1942 ... — 1,380,276.88 — 273,879.93
1943* — 1,303,610.22 __ 438,837.28
1944 ... — 1,974,332.81 — 1,271,386.75
1945 ... —- 1,563,159.83 — 1,116,085.91
1946 ... — 1,709,888.37 — 1,302,051.63
1947 ... — 829,277.62 — 522,677.07
1948 ... — 644,105.53 __ 166,044.43
1949 ... — 12,398.94 460,497.65 __
1950 ... 601,432.00 — 1,028,767.00 —

*Note. From 1943 onwards the operating profit was calculated 
after deducting provision for depreciation on vessels. Previously 
it had been taken into account only in arriving at the over-aU 
deficit or surplus.

The West India Committee
a meeting of the Executive of the West India

Committee held on April 19th, the following 13 
candidates were admitted - - -

Name
Mr. Thomas Otho Dowding

(Barbados)
Caribbee Products, Ltd. 

(Dominica)
Mr. Thomas Weston Johns 

Taylor, c.b.e., m.a., d.sc. 
(Oxon.) (Jamaica)

Mr. O. T. Norris

(London) 
Mr. W. S. Norris

(London) 
Mr. C. W. Tyrrell

(London) 
Mr. N. Martin-Bird

(London)
Mr. J. A. Metcalfe

(London)
Mr. V. J. Eddie

(London)
Mr. A. R. Woolley, d.s.o.

(London)

Mr. Kenneth Alfred Edgar 
Moore, f.c.a.

(London)

Mr. John David Hubbert

(London) 
Mr. Cyril Hodge

(London)

to membership :—
Proposer and Seconder 

Mr. D. G. Leacock, Junr. 
Mr. H. N. Leacock

I Mr. Lauchlan Rose, m.c. 
^Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques 

Hon. R. L. M. Kirkwood 
Mr. H. Alan Walker

'United Rum Merchants, Ltd.
,Mr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd. 

aMr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd.

,Mr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd.

„Mr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd.
Mr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd.
Mr. J. M. Campbell
United Rum Merchants, Ltd.
Mr. J. M. Campbell
Comdr. H. V. Lavington, 

R.N. (Rtd.)
Trinidad Petroleum Develop­

ment Co., Ltd.
Lieut.-Colonel J. Alan de Pass 
E. A. de Pass & Co., Ltd. 
Thomson, Hankey & Co., Ltd. 

^Mr. A. M. Thomson
C^a^na? referred, with great regret, to the 

Garrard0 R foll°wlnS members : Lieut.-Colonel C. 
(Country)Br°Wne (Country)> and Mr. R. H. Nourse
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West Indian Development and Welfare
----------------- 4----------------

Comptroller’s Report for 1950

SIR GEORGE SEEL, Comptroller of the Develop­
ment and Welfare Organization in the West Indies, 
has allowed no grass to grow beneath his feet.

Whereas the previous report, covering the years 1947, 
1948 and 1949, appeared in November last, the report* 
for the year 1950 is already to hand, having been issued 
for simultaneous publication in the United Kingdom 
and the West Indies on April 24th.

“ It is hoped,” writes Sir George, “ by issuing shorter 
reports at yearly intervals, and by giving an up-to-date 
account of what the Organization seeks to do, to give 
public opinion an opportunity of measuring its useful­
ness, and of guiding its activities into the directions 
in which advisory and co-ordinating services are most 
needed.”

Like his predecessor Sir Hubert Rance, Sir George is 
conscious of the need for watchful adaptation of the 
functions of the Development and Welfare Organization 
to the changing circumstances in the West 
particularly in regard to the increasing extent to which 
joint action by the West Indian territories is becoming 
advisable. When the organization was first set up 
“ it was then contemplated that it would have among 
its chief duties that of working out, in collaboration 
with the local governments, long-term programmes ot 
social reform and schemes of development and welfare 
for which grants from United Kingdom funds might e 
recommended. It was, however, always the principle 
that the responsibility for planning development in any 
colony must rest with the government of that colony, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of State. 
Grants approved for the Caribbean area from Colonial 
Development and Welfare funds on such recommenda­
tions, during the ten years ended March 31st 1950, 
are computed, the report states, at £18,871,2//.

Now the organization is being used to an “teasing 
extent as a centre for regional conferences on every 
kind of problem in which the British West In* 
governments are jointly interested being at present 
the only body to which the West Indian govenunents 
can turn for services of this nature. The Standing 
Closer Association Committee, which reported m March, 
1950, is a conspicuous example of this kind o scrv 
which may well become in the course of the next few 
years the Organization's most important ItmcDon, 
pending the setting up of any federal machinery which 
may result from the Committee s ^por . nraaT1i7ation

Regional conferences arranged by the organization 
during 1950 on behalf of West Indian governments 
included a conference of government architects an 
planning officers, a conference to consl er , third 
devaluation on the British Caribbean ar , 
conference of labour officers, a mee mg .. j 
officers, the fourth meeting of the West Indian oils^d 
fats conference, the final meetings o Indian
Union Commission, meetings of the Briis

* Development and Welfare \n^he Price,
by the Comptroller. Colonial No. 269, H.M.S.O.,
4s. 6d. net.

Currency Commissioners and a conference of the 
Federation of Primary Producers. The Economic 
Adviser attended the Regional Sugar Conference in 
Grenada, the Agricultural Adviser and Assistant 
Adviser attended a conference of Directors of Agriculture 
held in Jamaica, and the organization participated in 
the delegation on migratory labour which went to the 
United States in November, and in the subsequent 
meeting of Labour Officers in December.

Proposals for the establishment of regional institutions 
which were considered during 1950 and which it is 
hoped may be carried to fruition this year include a 
plan for a Regional Economic Committee and for the 
establishment of a regular Trade Commissioner Service to 
represent West Indian interests in the United Kingdom 
and in Canada; the establishment of a Teachers’ 
Training College for the Eastern Caribbean territories 
and the adoption of common standards for teacher 
certification ; and a scheme for establishing a Farm 
Institute, also for the Eastern Caribbean territories.

The total cost of the Development and Welfare 
Organization in 1949-50 was £55,590 ; the revised 
estimate of expenditure for 1950-51 is £54,528.

Need for Outside Capital
The Comptroller considers the year 1950 to have been 

in some respects a year of progress in the British West 
Indies, but that while high prices and relative ease of 
disposal of sugar and other crops helped to delay the 
effects of devaluation and increased cost of imports 
there is still a need for substantial further development 
of the agricultural resources of the area. For the 
development both of primary production and of second­
ary industries capital requires to be attracted from out­
side the area, since many potential development projects 
are comparatively large-scale ones, requiring a long 
period for fruition and calling in the aggregate tors™ 
beyond the resources of capital savings in the British 
West Indies alone, or of government investment. In 
this connexion, he expresses the hope that progress will 
be made in promoting better industrial relations.

In addition to the need for outside capital, there is 
also a need for the introduction of industrial techniques 
and for applying to agriculture the benefit of experience 
obtained £ other areas. The possibility of obtaining 
assistance in this form was a major topic of interest 
at the Fourth Session of the West Indian Conference held 
in Curacao in November/December, 1950.

“Although in the middle of 1949 there was a wide­
spread belief that the post-war boom was nearing its 
Ind no indications developed at any time during 1950 
of a recession in trade and economic activity in the

A Kg«<> J« a. hugt«
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existence. Crops were generally good, and even if 
sugar, rice and copra planters found themselves debarred 
by medium-term agreements from securing the utmost 
benefit of ‘ crisis ’ prices, primary producers as a whole 
could be well satisfied with one year’s results. Several 
products, in particular cocoa, experienced during the 
year a steep rise of price as expressed in sterling.”

While sugar remains the basis of agricultural economy 
in the area as a whole, development of other export 
crops has progressed, with active support, Sir George 
claims, from Colonial Development and Welfare Services. 
He cites the establishment of a service of refrigerated 
ships to carry bananas from Dominica to the United 
Kingdom; the rapid build-up of Jamaican citrus 
exports to the United Kingdom and New Zealand and 
the extension of the banana contract with the United 
Kingdom to 1954; yields and. prices at a satisfactory 
level for the Sea Island cotton industry of St. Vincent 
and the Leeward Islands, for cocoa, nutmegs and mace 
from Grenada and for arrowroot from St. Vincent. 
“ Nevertheless it must be appreciated that British West 
Indian agricultural production suffered a setback during 
the war, due in some cases to disease and in others to 
trade or transport difficulties, from which, by the 
efforts of producers and with the help of Development 
and Welfare funds, it is still recovering.”

The oil and bauxite industries had a good year, 
though new oil prospecting in Trinidad was inconclusive’. 
In Barbados, following the vesting of the property in 
mineral oil in the government, prospecting and mining 
rights over 55 per cent of the island were offered to a 
British company, whose mining leases in the island had 
been taken over under the vesting law ; and a licence 
over the remainder of the island was offered to an 
American company. The British company did not 
accept the offer, and a licence over 85.3 square miles 
out of a total area of 166.3 square miles was granted 
to the American company*. In British Guiana gold 
mining prospects in the concession granted to Anaconda 
British Guiana Mines Ltd. proved disappointing and 
operations were suspended indefinitely.

Pioneer Industries
During the year there was a welcome response, 

though not yet on a large scale, to the enactment of 
legislation for aid to pioneer industries by way of income 
tax and customs reliefs, in Trinidad and Jamaica in 
particular. “ Other territories are taking or considering 
similar legislative measures, but it is fairly evident that 
unless adverse political factors intervene, the scales in 
the development of manufacturing industries are 
loaded m favour of the more populous territories. On 
the other hand industrialization is a contagious activitv 
and it is probably true to say that the whole region 
stands to gam from the establishment of a successful 
manufacturing industry in any of its constituent 
territories.

Several British West Indian governments were 
occupied during the year in revising their development 
programmes, and all these revised plans deminded 
study by the. Development and Welfare Organization 

upon “ development ” rather than welfare, since it has become apparent

to the governments of the less favourably situated 
territories that taxable capacity will have to be increased 
substantially through the development of all available 
economic resources if they are to maintain unaided the 
improved social services instituted under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act since the war. “ The 
Colonial Development Corporation’s new projects of an 
agricultural or forestal character in British Guiana, 
British Honduras and Dominica and its industrial 
projects in Jamaica provide a valuable complement to 
the governments’ plans of development.”

Population Problem
There was no indication during 1950 of any relaxation 

in the tremendous rate of population increase, which 
over the area as a whole approximates to 2J per cent 
per annum. This problem, more commonly considered 
hitherto in its relation to unemployment, is now present­
ing itself equally acutely in its bearing upon government 
expenditure on social services, which are proving and 
will increasingly prove difficult to implement in pro­
portion to the increased number of persons for whom 
such services are required.

At the end of 1950 it was possible to look back on a 
year in which the adverse factors noted in the previous 
reportf had been much less evident. Despite the 
continued, and even greater, political instability in the 
world, world demand for primary agricultural products 
cultivated in the British Caribbean colonies remained 
on the whole buoyant. Shortages of equipment and 
materials do not appear to have been of importance 
during 1950. Improved conditions enabled high levels 
of production to be achieved.

The conference of Directors of Agriculture already 
referred to made, amongst others, two important 
recommendations which are now under consideration 
by the governments concerned and by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. The first recommends the 
establishment of two regional centres in Trinidad, to 
co-ordinate and initiate research on livestock and 
agricultural problems in the British Caribbean colonies; 
the second recommends the formation of a British 
Regional Advisory Council in the West Indies for 
agriculture, animal health and forestry, under the 
chairmanship of the Agricultural Adviser to the Comp­
troller for Development and Welfare, with functions 
similar to those of the council which advises the Secretary 
o btate for the, Colonies on these matters. Short 
no es on the year s progress with numerous projects in 
coimexion with agriculture, forestry, and fisheries bring 
up to date the information given in the previous report.

The section on education makes reference to certain 
problems, common to all West Indian islands, which 
con mue to exceed all others in urgency and importance, 
an summarizes the action taken during the year to 
deal with these. They are the need for the drastic 
reiorm ot methods of teacher training ; the need for the 
development of technical education; the difficulties of 
providing, within the restricted financial resources 
available m the majority of the British West Indian 
temtones, adequate accommodation and staff to meet 

e stoking increase in the school population ; and the 
_ ________ a/ foot of next page)

fSee Circular, December, 1950, page 296.
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The Torquay Conference

Final Act Signed
T^he President of the Board of Trade was asked by 
A Mr. Mulley in the House of Commons on April 24th 
if he would make a statement on the tariff negotiations 
which had been concluded at Torquay.

Mr. Bottomley, Secretary for Overseas Trade, supplied 
the following written answer :—

As was stated in an announcement released to the 
Press on April 21st, the tariff conference which has been 
proceeding at Torquay for some months has now come 
to an end and the final act of the conference has been 
signed. .

Hon. Members will be aware that the normal pro­
cedure for tariff negotiations under the General Agree­
ment on Tariffs and Trade is for individual countries to 
negotiate with each other, the concessions given in these 
negotiations, however, being extended to all countries 
which are contracting parties to the general agreement. 
This procedure was followed at Torquay and limited 
agreements have been reached by the United Kingdom 
with four of the existing contracting parties, namely, 
Denmark, France, Norway and Sweden, supplementing 
the agreements reached with them at previous tariff 
conferences, and with five of the countries which intend 
to become contracting parties : Austria, the German 
Federal Republic, Peru, the Philippines and Turkey. 
I am not at present able to give the House any details 
of these agreements since, for the reasons given by the 
then President of the Board of Trade on April 5th m 
reply to a question by the hon. Member for Kingston- 
upon-Thames (Mr. Boyd-Carpenter), all the tariff 
schedules incorporating the concessions made at lorquay 
are to remain secret until May 9th. I hope, however 
that it will be possible to table, before the middle of 
next month, a white paper on these negotiations.

Meanwhile, hon. Members will have noticed that no 
agreement has been reached at Torquay between the 
United Kingdom and certain of the other countries 
there represented. It was, of course never ^tended 
that we should initiate negotiations with all the 31 other 
countries or groups of countries which participated 
in the conference and, in the event, we entered into 
negotiations for new or additional concessions with on y 
12 of them, namely, the nine I have already mentioned 
and the Benelux Union, Italy and the U.S.A in 
these three cases, though negotiations took place, it was 
unfortunately, found impossible to come to arrangements 
which would have been satisfactory to us.

The Benelux countries have a relatively low tan 
and we were ready accordingly to accept a balance of 
tariff concessions in their favour. But they 
prepared, without comprehensive reductions m ou 
tariff, to exchange satisfactory assurances as b3 th 
application of import restrictions , and, in the absenc 
of such assurances, we felt unable to 
balanced agreement. Italy was unable to offer us 
acceptable concessions on certain items which we 
regarded as particularly important and the negotiations

- “s 
on this occasion, been able to make an agreement 
of course, the United States. We had hoped that it 

might prove feasible to come to an arrangement with 
them which would have materially benefited our export 
trade. When, however, the United States and we 
ourselves came, after long negotiations, to make our 
respective assessments of the relative value of the offers 
we were willing and able to make on the United Kingdom 
tariff and of the concessions on the United States tariff 
they were themselves to make, it became apparent that 
no agreement was possible between us which satisfied 
the criterion of mutual advantage.

I need not remind hon. Members that in any tariff 
negotiations of this kind between Commonwealth and 
foreign countries the question of preferences granted or 
enjoyed by Commonwealth countries enters substantially 
into the picture. The United States position had 
been that without a considerable reduction in such 
preferences they could not conclude the wide agreement 
which they, and indeed we ourselves, would have 
wished, or make corresponding agreements with certain 
other Commonwealth countries. Similarly, no agree­
ment proved possible between the United States on the 
one hand and, on the other, Australia or New Zealand, 
nor was any agreement made by the United States with 
South Africa.

Comment on Grenada Unrest

The April issue of Venture, the journal of the Fabian 
Colonial Bureau, concludes an account of the recent 
strikes and riots in Grenada with the following comment:

“ Grenada has had 40 years without any serious strike, 
which may be the reason why the Government has not 
set up statutory wage machinery before. It is unfor­
tunate that loss of life and destruction of property so 
frequently occur in colonies before cost-of-hving 
problems receive attention. On the workers side, this 
experience should strengthen their determination to 
build trade unions on sound lines, who will negotiate 
and not resort to violence.”

{Continued from preceding page} 

continuous steep rise in costs of education
The ten-vear development plans of St. Kitts, British 

Honduras ¿nd Trinidad were submitted durmg the year 
and make important proposals in regard to public 
health services. There were no acute outbreaks of 
epidemic disease in any of the territories, and the 
report gives striking figures of the increase m expectation 
oHife in various colonies over the last 25 years resulting 
from developments in disease control, health education, 
Itc™ the progress of many of which is reviewed thenm.

“ The over-all picture of social welfare work, states 
the Comptroller, “ has gained in
realism” but his review indicates that the state 
cXis referred to in the previous report has not yet

P t'k -nattern in regard to housing and public
JSSEi 2“«.. IM ‘ys" 

Hubert Rance. . .Statistical data on the lines those given previously 
are contained in appendices to the report.
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Colonial Empire Research

Co-ordination—and its Limitations

Jn the House of Commons on April 4th, Mr. James 
Griffiths, Secretary of State for the Colonies, supplied 

the following written answer to Mr. J. Johnson, who 
had asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that colonial 
research to-day was unco-ordinated and dispersed ; 
and if he would set up a British colonial staff college to 
remedy it.

Mr. Griffiths replied : “I cannot agree with my hon. 
Friend that colonial research is unco-ordinated, or that 
it is dispersed to a greater extent than is necessary and 
proper. If my hon. Friend will refer to the annual 
reports on colonial research, he will see that since the 
war it has been the policy of successive Secretaries of 
State to encourage the co-ordination of research by the 
establishment in the colonies of regional research 
institutes and organizations. This policy has been 
applied to all fields, including agriculture, animal 
health and forestry, medicine, insecticides, tsetse and 
trypanosomiasis research, fisheries, microbiology and 
social and economic research, and very considerable 
progress has been made.

“ In the Colonial Office, the research department is 

assisted by various specialist advisory research com­
mittees consisting of the most eminent scientists in 
each field, representing a width of experience and 
knowledge which it would be difficult to surpass. Their 
task is to advise me on all matters, including co­
ordination, affecting research in their respective fields. 
In addition, there are attached to the research depart­
ment scientists in the fields of agriculture, medicine and 
insecticides, who pay frequent visits to colonial territories, 
as, of course, do my fisheries and other specialist advisers. 
These specialist advisory committees and their sub­
committees meet frequently and accounts of their work 
and of the schemes sponsored by them are given in the 
annual colonial research reports. The Colonial Research 
Council, which includes the chairmen of all the specialist 
advisory committees, co-ordinates the work of these 
committees and advises me on general questions relating 
to research policy and on matters not falling within the 
province of any of the specialist committees.

“ I have therefore no hesitation in saying that the 
scientific direction of research in the colonial Empire 
is as closely co-ordinated as possible with territories 
scattered throughout the world. It is of course “ dis­
persed ” in the physical sense that work is being done 
in many different parts of the colonial Empire. This 
obviously could not be otherwise. The second part 
of the question does not therefore arise.”

TT,, TnE QUEEN AT THE BIF
her majesty is seen admiring THE JAMAICASTAND AT EARL’S COURT.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

BAD pasture mek sheep shabby.”

* * *
Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. announced on April 

13th that Major Kenneth Gordon had ceased to be a 
director of the company and of Regent Oil Co. Ltd.

* * *
Mr. N. S. Murray, London manager for A. and W. 

Smith & Co., Ltd., of Glasgow, since 1932, has left that 
firm and joined the Board of Russell Constructions, Ltd., 
Russell House, Adam Street, London, W.C.2.

* * *
Mr. Douglas Cunliffe Foster, a director of Gillespie 

Bros. & Co., Ltd., and the younger son of a former 
chairman of the company, Mr. Percy G. C. Foster, has 
been presented by his wife (Pat) with a son (Patrick 
Henry Cunliffe), bom in London on May 8th.

* * *
Mr. M. B. Laing, Commissioner of Local Government 

and chairman of the Central Housing and Planning 
Authorities, British Guiana, will shortly leave the colony 
on six months’ leave prior to retirement, after 41 years 
of notable service in various Government departments.

* * *
Mr. H. J. Page, principal of the Imperial College of 

Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, arrived in London at 
the beginning of May for consultations with the governing 
body. He will leave for Trinidad in the Golfito on July 
26th. * * *

Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 
have included the following : Mr. A. G. P. Blair, Lieut. - 
Colonel A. H. Campbell, Sir Errol Dos Santos, Mr. 
W. H. A. Handschell, Mr. C. E. Hitchins, Mr. C. A. Jack, 
Dr. S. Littlepage, Mr. H. J. Page, and Mr. C. G. O. Roe.

* * *
A new record was created on May 3rd when the 

French Line s.s. Colombie, returning from the West 
Indies, landed 262 passengers at Plymouth, ihis is 
the largest number of West Indian passengers to e se 
ashore in England from any of their vessels since e 
company’s West Indian service was inaugurated.

* * *
Princess Elizabeth will open the Seventeenth 

Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the British 
Empire in the Hall of the Worshipful Company of 
Grocers on June 11th. The delegates who arrived from 
the West Indies include Mr. R. Maurice Cave, of Bar- 
bados, and Mr. C. A. Jack, of Trinidad.

* * *
The auditor of the Canadian-West Indian 

informs us that in consequence of the death of the 
secretary, Mr. H. C. Collier, it has been found necessary 
to dissolve the league. The Canada-West^ Indies 
Magazine, as announced in the Circular o ,
is now being published by the Huntingdon Gleaner, Inc., 

Huntingdon, Quebec.
* * *

Rowett, Legge & Co., Ltd., the well-known rum 

merchants of Eastcheap, announce that Mr. G. Lindsay, 
their manager, has been appointed a director. Mr. 
Lindsay—“ Joe ” to his many friends and associates— 
has been engaged in the rum trade for over 30 years. 
The chairman of the company, Mrs. E. F. Needham, 
returned to London a short time ago after making a 
West Indian tour.

* * *
The British Empire Society for the Blind will launch 

on Empire Day, May 24th, a campaign to assist the 
80,000,000 people in the Colonial Empire to fight the 
menace of blindness ; about 1,000,000 of the population 
have already lost their sight. To mark the beginning 
of the campaign, Lord Halifax, the president, is giving a 
private luncheon at the House of Lords at which the 
Prime Minister will be present.

* * *
Members of the West India Committee are invited 

to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election. The subscription for 
Membership, which is payable on election, is £1 5s. per 
annum for individuals and £3 3s. for firms, etc. In 
the case of individuals elected on or after July 1st in any 
year, the initial subscription is 12s. 6d. and in that of 
firms £1 11s. 6d. Subscriptions are renewable on 
January 1st.J J * * *

Mr. George Graham, a student at Munro College, 
Jamaica, was among recent visitors to the West India 
Committee. He arrived in London on March 2nd at 
the invitation of the Daily Mail to take part in its World 
Youth Forum. Members of the forum attended meet­
ings at Church House and the Albert Hall and were 
addressed by the Minister of Education, the Archbishop 
of York, the Lord Mayor of London and Mr. Anthony 
Eden. The forum visited Oxford, Sheffield, Middles­
brough and other centres.

Riverside Club

The pontoon on which the Joint Empire Societies
Riverside Club is to be located is now m position 

close to Hungerford Bridge in King s Reach, facing the 
main Festival exhibition on the other side of the river 
and according to programme the club will be in full 
swing by the time this issue of the Circular is m print.

For those members who do not require season tickets 
it has been arranged that day tickets shall be available 
on application at the club, price Is. Each ticket will 
admit one member and his or her accompanying guests

All mA-ing use of this facility must be required to 

produce evidence of membership of one of the organiza­
tions belonging to the Joint Empire Societies Conference

As the West India Committee does not issue cards of 
membership, such members as may desire to obtain day 
Ss at the club should apply to the secretary of this 
Committee for a letter of certification of membership 
which will be provided and can be used at each time of 
application for a day ticket.
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1949
£

29,012 Endowment Fund

The West India Committee

INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER

BALANCE SHEET, 31st December, 1950

4,280 Life Membership Fund .. .. 4 280

Sundry Creditors, Provision for accruing 

expenses, Etc.

Contributions, Subscriptions, Etc., 
283 RECEIVED IN ADVANCE

776 Special Funds, Balance Unexpended .. 758

1949 
£

19,221

Endowment Fund Investments at cost or 

under . .

(Market Value at 31/12/50, ¿19,923)

£

19,221

3,633 Life Membership Fund Investments at cost 

(Market Value at 31/12/50, ¿3,360)
3,633

367 Office Furniture, at cost (less depreciation) 380

795

Library and Pictures, as per Valuation 

made in 1914 with subsequent additions at cost 795

312 Stock of Paper at cost 80

43 Stock of Maps at cost —

1,568

Sundry Debtors and Payments

IN ADVANCE . . . . . . ] 749
(Less Provision for Doubtful

Debts) ............................................ 100

1,640

16 Subscriptions in Arrear received in 1951 24

Cash at Bank and in Hand__  

Cash at Bank, No. 1 Account 

No. 2 Account
613

750

Cash in Hand .
1,363

26

Income and Expenditure Account__  

Accumulated deficit to 31st Dec., 1949 8,298

Add Excess of Expenditure over 
Income for the year— .. 313

8,298
8,611

£35,414
¿35,773

We report that we have examined the books of ThP w l 
have checked therewith these Accounts, which we hereby ceJfy

3, Frederick's Place, Old Jewry, London, EC2

May 1st, 1951.

t^b^ C°m“lttee for the year ended 31st December, 1950, and 

to oe correct.

PRICE, WATERHOUSE & CO.
Chartered Accountants, Auditors.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

for the Year ended 31st December, 1950.

1949
£ 

To 
8,867

1,715

Salaries, Pension, Wages and Staff 
Endowment Insurance...

Rent of Committee Rooms and

Offices, and Rates ... ... 2,082
Less Rent Receivable ... 388

£

9,408

1,694

1949
£ 

By

6,029

Subscriptions Received from Members, 
Amounts Receivable for Advertise­
ments, sales of The West India 
Committee Circular and other publi­
cations and amounts received from 
Subscribers to the “ Circular ”...

£

6,029
705712 „ ... • • •

2,257 „ Printing and Stationery 2,405
750

Jamaica Trade Representation (Con­
tribution from Government of Jamaica) 750

80 „

59 „

109 „

Newspapers and Press Cuttings ... 88

Literary Contributions and Copyrights 91

Blocks ... ... ... ... ••• 165

136
Contributions from Colonial Govern­

ments for Special Purposes
Contributions from Colonial Associa­

tions and Others :—

B.W.I.S.A. Subscriptions'.—

136

514 „

110 „

71 „

103 „

1,095 „

30 „

Postages and Cables

Telephones

Audit Fee ...

Office Lighting and Heating...

593

145

71

124

746

196

914

1,377
268

1,390
821
50

Antigua Sugar Association (Inc.)
Barbados Sugar Producers’ 

Association (Inc.)
British Guiana Sugar Producers’ 

Association
St. Kitts Sugar Association Ltd.
Sugar Manufacturers’ Associa­

tion (of Jamaica) Ltd.
Sugar Manufacturers’ Associa­

tion of Trinidad (Inc.)
St. Lucia Sugar Association Ltd.

i.
170

812

1,421
276

1,503

922
59

Depreciation on Furniture 31
500

100
1,000

75
105

5 „
217 „

365

5,163
British West Indies Sugar

Association (Inc.) .............. 500
-------- - 5,663

Barbados Publicity Committee... 100
Trinidad Oil Companies’ Lon­

don Committee ... ■ 1,500
West Indian Sea Island Cotton

Association (Inc.) ... ... 75
Jamaica Imperial Association 105

Net Profit on Sale of Investments ... 

Sundry ReceiptsforServicesRendered 
Balance being Excess of Expenditure over 

Income for the year ... ...............

7,443

185

313

¿15,561
1 —=a£15,010 ¿15,561 £15,010

SPECIAL FUNDS 

for the Year ended 31st December, 1950.

----------------------------------------- —----

Balance at 
31st December, 

1949

Expenditure 
during 
year

Income 
during 
year

Balance at 
31st December, 

1950

Trinidad and Tobago Trade Representation Account

Trinidad Chamber of Commerce

Barbados Publicity Committee

£

423

178

175

597

546

£

*600

525

£ 

426 

178 

154

• —

£ 776 1,143 1,125 758

♦ The above contribution is in respect of the year to
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A British Guiana Novel The Cahow

WORK of fiction, the entire action of which is con­
fined to a tiny hamlet in British Guiana, must be 

somewhat of a rarity. Yet to produce such is the feat 
that has been achieved by Mr. Edgar Mittelholzer in 
his third and perhaps most successful novel to date.*

Bom in New Amsterdam in 1909, the author did his 
first professional writing with a series of semi-political 
articles in the Georgetown Daily Argosy. He has since 
held a variety of jobs, including those of rice-grader, 
meteorological observer, cinema inspector, Customs 
Officer and hotel reception clerk. He came to this 
country from Trinidad in 1948.

The hero of Shadows Move Among Them is Gregory 
Hawke, a young English playwright and artist, the 
drowning of whose brilliant wife off “ Martin’s Bay 
on the north coast of Barbados,” had left him distinctly 
neurotic. He accordingly takes refuge with his aunt 
who lives at “ Berkelhoost,” which is described as 
being a steamship journey of many hours up the Berbice 
river. She is the wife of the Rev. Mr. Harmiston, a 
well-portrayed character, who, as the pastor of a 
curious cult, the “ Brethren of Christ the Man,” is a kind 
of unofficial dictator over his small community but 
remains benign and cultured.

Among other of the odd observances of the Brethren 
is the rule that a thief shall go scot free after his first 
three crimes, but the fourth offence is punished with 
death; since the parson is also the district coroner the 
death can always be officially ascribed to snake-bite. 
The cultural side of Mr. Harmiston’s system of training 
is shown by the fact that the humblest of his subjects 
commonly quote the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and 
Hamlet and recognize such music as the Nutcracker 
buite and Chopin s Fantasie Impromptu.

WOTn 1S ky his two sons and two 
daughters, all cleverly characterized. The youngest 
Olivia is a precocious sprite and miniature Mrs. Mala- 
prop of twelve The main theme of the story concerns 
Gregory s quickly achieved cure in his novel surround- 
mgs and his wooing of (or by) the elder daughter, Mabel, 
in Ihe7h°le ttm0Sphere is an exceedingly eerie one, and 

h'S effects the author makes deft
Zi k slgW:s and sounds, the cries of birds
and beasts and the noises of the jungle.

G.N.K.

St. Vincent Package Tax

A tax on packages of goods imported into St Vincent 
became effective on January 1st, 1951, to be paid b^ the 
importer on delivery of the package 1 Y e

The rate of tax is 6 cents British West Indian currencv 
per package. In the case of loose articles the rate is 
6 cents per cwt. or part thereof, or by volume at At 
per 2 cubic feet or part thereof, wEi^

Peter
net or Ils.'post tee fr™ lid“' J0" 6d'
Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2. 1 1 d Committee, 40, 

jyjucH interest has recently been aroused in ornitho­
logical circles by the discovery on one of the 

Bermuda islets of nesting cahows.
The cahow (Ptero  drama cahow) is a bird of the petrel 

family which, in the days when Bermuda was first being 
colonized, was present in large numbers. Both the bird 
and its eggs, which latter were highly prized as being 
no different from hens’ eggs, formed an important article 
of food for the early colonists, and by 1616 had become 
so rare that the Governor, Captain Daniel Tucker, 
protected them by Proclamation. It was, however, too 
late, and within a few years the bird was no longer in 
evidence.

The bird remained unidentified until 1906, when 
Mr. Louis L. Mowbray, curator of the Bermuda Govern­
ment Aquarium and Museum, discovered a specimen on 
Castle Island. Another specimen was captured at St. 
George s in 1941, and a dead bird was picked up at the 
foot of St. David s lighthouse in 1935. These are the 
only records known since 1621, until on January 28th 
of this year Mr. Louis S. Mowbray, son of Mr. Louis L. 
Mowbray and his successor at the Bermuda Government 
Aquarium and Museum, in company with Dr. R. C. 
Murphy, Lamont Curator of Birds at the American 
Museum of Natural History, located a nesting cahow 
m a burrow on one of the islets. Further search 
revealed the presence of at least six, and probably nine, 
other nesting pairs.

The cahow is rigidly protected by law in Bermuda, 
ac j10n 1S taken to have the islets on which 

• were found declared to be bird sanctuaries,
m the hope that these historic birds may survive and, 
it possible, increase in numbers.

Mr. Louis S. Mowbray has contributed an interesting 
article on the cahow, with illustrations, to the April 
issue of The Bermudian.

Dominican Sugar
Ministry of Food Purchase

• P16 Co™mercial Secretary for Canada in Havana, 
the Dominican Republic in 1950 

Publ.lshed ln foreign Trade of March 24th, 
g Tl^QAQ0™^ information in regard to sugar. 
mafpH +~ $ sugar crop of 475,331 metric tons approxi- 
nurchaQPd^ ^lAi /?ar* The total crop was again 
purchased by the British Ministry of Food The price 

$4-00 per ^ndredw^t fas? for 

dunnYtT^^^^ While the bal;“ce was priced
wnrlrGmo year.by mutual agreement on the basis of 
for the bal 6 basis’ *he retum received
ner ^^^P ranSed from $4.15 to $4.70
record nnldWeight’ Jhe new ?r°p is expected to be a 
favonrahu ’ conditions have been most
contra t d'f British Ministry of Food has again 
450 000 ™ i°F A exP2iable surplus up to a total of 
ton^wdAAia Jhe Price .for the first 100’000 
for earlv d^i^ P^ hundredweight with a premium 
based on th Pr^ce ^or the balance will be
in C York”0"11117 °f spot Quotations
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Cuba and the British West Indies

More Questions

IN last Circular we referred at length to the reports 
and rumours regarding the negotiations proceeding 
between His Majesty’s Government and Cuba in 

connexion with the import into the United Kingdom 
of sugar and cigars, and to the protests made to the 
Ministers concerned by West Indian organizations and 
by the West India Committee. We also reproduced 
questions put to the President of the Board of Trade 
on the proposed bilateral agreement and his answers.

A large number of questions regarding the negotiations 
with Cuba have been put in the House of Commons 
during the past month, the most important of which, 
together with the answers, are reproduced below :—

Mr. Gammans (April 10th) asked the President of 
the Board of Trade if he would make a statement on the 
negotiations which were carried on with the Government 
of Cuba regarding sugar and tobacco.

Mr. Bottomley (for Mr. Wilson) : I am not in a position 
to make any statement about the trade negotiations 
with Cuba since they are still in progress. I can, 
however, assure the House that His Majesty s Govern­
ment will continue to have full regard in these negotia­
tions to the Commonwealth interest in this matter. It 
any agreement is concluded, full details will be made 
available to the House in the usual way.

Mr. Peter Smithers (April 12th) asked the Secretary 
of State for Commonwealth Relations what consultations 
took place with Commonwealth governments before His 
Majesty’s Government entered into negotiations with 
the Cuban Government with regard to the purchase of 
sugar, tobacco or grapefruit. . , f

Mr. Gordon-Walker : There was no consultation before 
the negotiations opened, but during^the neSp 222° 
there have been exchanges of view with other Common

wealth sugar agreement, does the right hon. Gentleman 
not think^that^it was incumbent upon him to .consul 
with Commonwealth governments before negotiatio 

were undertaken? __, . wt..nMr. Gordon-Walker : No, Sir, I think not, but when 
the negotiations were begun they were to cover aiwode 
field and it was impossible to know what matters would 
be raised The President of the Board of Trade has 
stated our view, which is that nothing will 
with Cuba which conflicts with orJudices the sugar 
agreement arrived at with other Commonwealth coun

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : The right hon. 
that when the talks began it was 
that this matter would be raised. Is it not obvious 
to in any talks with Cuba the question oi = will 

arise ? Was not the Prime Minister of Queensland 
recently the guest of His Majesty s Government in 
London, and were no references whatever ^^o 
Prime Minister of Queensland about thes p p

talks ?Mr Gordon-Walker : The Premier of Queensland was, 
of course,Tn ^ country but our agreement was with the

in the Commons
Federal Government of Australia, not the Queensland 
Government. We have, naturally, had detailed con­
versations on this sugar question with the Australian 
Government and, for that matter, with the South 
African Government also.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : The Prime Minister of Queensland 
having been here, is it not a grossly improper way in 
which to conduct Imperial negotiations in that no 
reference whatever should be made to the Prime Minister 
of Queensland on a matter which deeply affects the 
future of the State of Queensland ?

Mr. Gordon-Walker : It would be quite improper for 
us to discuss with the Premier of Queensland matters 
which fall between His Majesty’s Government here and 
His Majesty’s Government in Australia, not the Govern­
ment of Queensland.

Mr. Driberg : Is my right hon. Friend saying that 
there were detailed conversations with the Government 
of Australia and the Government of New Zealand? 
If so, were there also consultations with the Govern­
ment of Jamaica ?

Mr. Gordon-Walker : I have, of course, no respons­
ibility for our relations with the Government of Jamaica. 
There have been discussions with the Government of 
Australia and the Government of South Africa.

Mr. Driberg : Does my right hon. Friend not know 
whether, in fact, there were consultations on this matter 
with the Government of Jamaica, and does not the 
matter intimately affect the people of Jamaica ?

Mr. Gordon-Walker : Even if I do know, I think 
that that question should be addressed to my right hon. 

^Mr Lennox-Boyd : Has the right hon. Gentleman 

received any representations from the Prime Minister of 
Queensland? Second, as he is also responsible for 
relations with the Dominion of Canada, is he not 
conscious of the effect of Dominion of Canada purchases 
from the West Indies on the agreements entered into 
by His Majesty’s Government with the Government ot

Mr' Gordon-Walker: I would like notice of the 
question about the Premier of Queensland I do not 
remember whether we have had representations or not 
I am of course, aware of the importance of Canada and 
the Canadian market in this connexion.

Mr. Braine : Is not it a fact that the right horn 
Gentleman could not consult with Commonwealth 
Governments before the negotiations were started 
because he himself was not consulted by his colleague, 
the President of the Board of Trade.

Mr. Gordon-Walker : No, Sir.
Mr. Peter Smithers (April 16th) asked the Minister o 

Food whether his undertaking of June that United

XSdSugar could purchased by his Department 

under guarantee, was still regarded by him as valid,
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in view of the current negotiations for increased pur­
chases of sugar from Cuba.

Mr. Webb : Yes, Sir, I can give the hon. Gentleman 
an unqualified assurance on this point.

Mr. Smithers : Is it not a fact that the agreement 
with Cuba, if concluded, will not add to the total amount 
of sugar available to the British public ? Could not the 
Minister negotiate an agreement which would add to the 
total supplies available and which would thus reassure 
the interests in the West Indies and also enable sugar 
rationing to be abolished?

Mr. Webb : I think the interests in the West Indies 
are quite happy to accept the agreement mentioned in 
the question. So long as they are quite certain that that 
agreement will be carried out they are quite happy and 
I do not propose to add to that statement at this 
moment.

Mr. Peter Smithers (April 18th) asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what consultations took place 
with colonial governments before His Majesty’s Govern­
ment entered into negotiations with the Cuban Govern­
ment with regard to the purchase of sugar, tobacco or 
grapefruit.

Mr. Dugdale (for Mr. Griffiths) : There was no such 
prior consultation, because no one could foretell exactly 
what proposals might be brought forward in the course 
of trade negotiations covering a wide field. Discussions 
are still continuing, but His Majesty’s Government 
have the interests of Commonwealth producers very 
much m mmd. y
, Sl“thers,: Can the right hon. Gentleman say 
whether the colonial Governments were not consulted 
because the Colonial Office did not think it necessary 
to consult them, or was it because the Colonial Office 
did not know the negotiations were going on and 
therefore, could not consult ?
in m'y reaS°n WaS the reaSOn 1 have

Mr. Lennox-Boyd : Can the right hon. Gentleman 
definite as^urance to the House that the Colonial 

Office were told by the President of the Board of Trade 
iivnineg°tiatl°nS Wlth Cuba were imminent and would 
mvoive a new sugar contract ? If so, what was the reply 
given by his right hon. Friend ? P y
win cornet : v’ S‘r’ 1 lhink that aU these matters 
will come out when my right hon. Friend makes his 
statement on the negotiations.

Lennox-Boyd: But does not the right hon 
entleman realize that while Puerto Rico, Haiti and 
her independent countries were represented at Torquay 

the only representation of the British West Indian 
colonies was through his right hon. Friend ? Does this 
not make it all the more incumbent to protect their 

b^Te n^)lations start> and not afterwards ?
Mr. Dugdale : I would remind the hon. Member that 

my right hon. Friend is a member of the Cabinet and that 
the Government act as one in these matters

Mr. Michael Foot: To meet th“Intense desire 
of the West Indies for consultation in these matters 
will my right hon. Friend consider the possibilitv of 
sending out a delegation from his department or from 
his department m collaboration with the Bmrd of T a 
to consult with the West Indies on ^is matter Efor’ 
an agreement is reached with Cuba ? * b f

Mr. Dugdale : Consultations are' continuous. I do 

not think there is any need for a special delegation of 
that character.

Mr. Gammans : Has the right hon. Gentleman taken 
the trouble to find out what an enormous volume of 
criticism there is in the West Indies to-day against the 
action that the Government have taken, and the fact 
that this action has been taken behind their backs 
without consultation at all ?

Mr. Foot: Since there is no action that has been 
taken decisively in this matter, will not my right hon. 
Friend consider the suggestion which I have made, and 
which, I assure him, would meet with great approval 
in the West Indies ?

Mr. Dugdale : I will lay that suggestion before mv 
right hon. Friend.

Mr. Dodds-Parker (April 25th) asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what steps he was taking to 
protect the interests of the economy of, and the level of 
employment in, Jamaica in view of the recent trade 
agreement with Cuba and that the Jamaican cigar 
industry had already suffered a setback since 1947 as a 
result of the contraction in sales in the United Kingdom 
due to the high rate of duty and the reduction in spending 
power which had taken place since 1947.

Mr. Cook (for Mr. Griffiths) : No trade agreement with 
Cuba has yet been made. Negotiations are still in 
progress and I cannot anticipate any possible decision.

Mr. Osborne (April 25th) asked the Secretary of 
+ Colonies if he would give an assurance

that the proposed agreement between Cuba and the 
United Kingdom would not be detrimental to the 
pineapple, cigar and sugar industries of Jamaica or 
contrary to the assurances given to Jamaica.

Mr. Cook : As my right hon. Friend the then President 
of the Board of Trade stated on March 15th, no agree­
ment will be made with Cuba which would prejudice 
the undertaking given to Commonwealth sugar producers 
by the United Kingdom when the Commonwealth 
pugar Agreement was negotiated last year. His 

ajesty s Government are fully aware of and are bearing 
in mmd Jamaican views on questions of pineapples and 
cigars, but while trade discussions with Cuba are still 
m progress I can make no statement.

Sugar Factory for Israel

thJ Cro^s reP°rts that funds from
Rant T * $^’000 000 United States Export-Import 
Bank Loan will help to establish in Israel a complete 
sugar processing factory which is expected, within 

SU?Ply Israel’s entire sugar requirements.
ls t0 be purchased in the United States, 

are satisfactory the initial
P i P duction, which will be the refining of raw 
Cuba Probably from South America and

uba, is expected to begin within one year.
to further funds become available,
beet and « ° P^ant to wdh locally grown sugar 
The 1 oca tin tbe ra^e tons per day.
beS wffi °f he -1S to be near Yavne Sugar 
cane around lmmediate vicinity and sugar
cane around Migdal Gad, south of Yavne

Israel now consumes 30,000 tons of sii^ar ner vear 
and spends S4,000,000 per annum on imports of sugar.
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The Homeward Mail

BARBADOS
Shipping. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the 

Barbados Publicity Committee, in a newsletter from 
Bridgetown dated April 24th, states : “ Visiting the 
island from April 12th to 16th were the light aircraft 
carrier H.M.C.S. Magnificent, 18,000 tons, and the 
destroyer Micmac, 2,300 tons. Making their usual 
scheduled calls during the month were ships of the 
Furness Line, Canadian National Steamship Co., 
Compagnie Générale Transatlantique, Elders & Fyffes, 
Royal Netherlands Steamships, Alcoa Steamship Co. 
Inc., Saguenay Terminals and Harrison Line.

Air Service. “ April 11th was the date of the last 
Trans-Canada Airlines mid-week scheduled flight. They 
will continue to operate their regular Saturday flight.

Sporting Events. “ Teams from the Canadian 
warships engaged local teams at basket-ball, football, 
table tennis and water polo. Rifle Shooting—The Bar­
bados Regiment won the Rifle Shoot Competition at 
the Government range on April 16th. Members of the 
visiting H.M.C.S. Micmac and Magnificent and members 
of the Barbados Police Force also took part in this shoot.

Hotel News. “ The Four Winds Club, St. Peter, 
has closed for the summer season. The Worthing 
Guest House, Flats and Bungalows is now to be known 
as Sandy Beach Hotel, Flats and Bungalows.

Entertainment. “ The Schools Musical Festival, 
1951, by massed choirs and soloists of the elementary and 
secondary schools, was staged at the Combeimere 
School Hall on April 6th. The horticultural exhibition 
was held at Queen’s Park on April 21st. The police 
band gave their usual concerts throughout the month.

BRITISH GUIANA
Anglo-Cuban Sugar Pact. Our correspondent 

writing from Georgetown on April 20th, states : AU 
but one of 19 unofficial members of the Legislative 
Council voted in favour of a resolution, moved by the 
Hon. W. L Raatgever, strongly protesting against the 
conclusion of the proposed Anglo-Cuban sugar pact 
without the approval of the British West Indies Sugar 
Association or the British West Indies and British 
Guiana Governments. The British Guiana Sugar 
Producers’ Association has already protested through 
the Governor to the Secretary of State against the 
proposed negotiations.

Leaf Scald. “ Dr. E. V. Abbot, plant pathologist 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, visited the 
colony under the auspices of the Economic Co-operation 
Administration to investigate the Leaf Scald attac. 
Mr. P. O. Wiehe, a plant pathologist who is on loan fro 
the Nyasaland Government for six 
arrived in the colony and is organizing the campaign 

against the disease.
B W I.S.A. Meetings. “ Mr. Keith McCowan, Secre­

tary of the British West Indies Sugar Association 
viSed the colony during April to discuss with the 

Sugar Producers’ Association arrangements for several 
meetings to be held in Georgetown towards the end of 
the year, including the annual meeting of the British 
West Indies Sugar Technologists and the annual general 
meeting of the British West Indies Sugar Association.

Colony Finance. “ The Legislative Council has 
approved a bill conferring on the Governor, or the 
Crown Agents acting on his behalf, power to raise a 
loan or loans not exceeding £3 million. This money 
will be used to pay for the works and services set out 
in the colony’s Ten-Year Plan, and to renovate the 
colony’s telecommunications system.

The Governor. “ Sir Charles Woolley left on April 
8th for the United Kingdom, where he will hold high- 
level talks with a view to securing financial aid for local 
development. The Hon. John Gutch has been sworn 
in as Officer Administering the Government.

Visit of I.C.T.A. Students. “ Nineteen post­
graduate students and professors from the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture paid a 12-day visit to 
the colony during which they inspected the Mahaicony- 
Abary Rice Development Scheme, various Government 
land settlements, certain sugar estates and other 
agricultural centres. Professor Lynn, Professor of 
Agriculture at the Imperial College of Tropical Agri­
culture, who was in charge of the party, said that the 
tour was of special interest because there were so many 
agricultural techniques which could be seen only in 
British Guiana, such as flood-fallowing in the cane­
fields and the special drainage and irrigation problems 
of the colony.

Police Force. “ A Special Reserve Police Force 
has been organized and held its first parade early in 
April. This force is intended to assist the police in 
keeping order in any emergency. The commandant is 
Mr. Maurice Stockdale.

Tragedy at Sea. “Mrs. Harold Martin-Sperry, who 
left the United Kingdom for British Guiana in the 
Colombie on March 29th, with her husband, the well- 
known British Guiana business-man, disappeared from 
the ship between Barbados and Trinidad, and it is feared 
that she fell overboard. The whole community is 
united in sympathy with Mr. Martin-Sperry in his 

tragic loss.
Dock Labour Dispute. “ In view of the wharfside 

disturbances occurring during the latter part of 1950, 
Government appointed a board of inquiry ^sting 
of Mr. S. L. Van B. Stafford (chairman) the Hon G H 
Smellie and the Hon. Lionel A. Luckhoo and Mr 
H. N. Critchlow and Mr. E. S. Stoby, ^^rif^been 
Port Labour Registration Scheme which has been 
operating since October, 1943 
witnesses for the employers claimed that, since tne 
registration scheme had begun to operate discip hneOT 
thl wharves had deteriorated and the 
slowed down, the dockers being inclined to take orders 
from the shop steward and not their foremen. A
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trucker, giving evidence before the Committee, stated 
that broaching of cargo had been for years a prevalent 
and profitable sideline on the water-front and that 
Communist agitators were active amongst the dock 
workers.

Cattle Industry. “ In response to an application 
by the British Guiana Government, the Economic Co­
operation Administration has sent Mr. J. S. McCorkle, 
a range forage expert, to make a study of the cattle 
pasturage of the colony and to make recommendations 
for the improvement of cattle production.”

DOMINICA
Banana Industry. Our correspondent, writing from 

Roseau on April 30th, states : “ Antilles Products, Ltd., 
the banana exporting firm, are again operating, but the 
steamer, which is called the Gellara, said to be an Italian 
under the Panamanian flag, goes as usual to Dublin. 
We are now, according to the forecast made about a 
year ago, in a position to fill all the space that is offered 
us. The Gellara left on April 23rd. What appears an 
inevitable effect of banana export is that for about a 
fortnight we have not been able to buy in the market 
ripe bananas. Administrative action seems called for.

Stevedores Strike. “ There appears to be a pause 
in the work of the Colonial Development Corporation 
but they have done very well here. They have raised 
the wage level and the common folk are looking as if 
they had more interest in life. The boatmen and the 
stevedores, however, staged a strike for more money 
and the passengers on one of the ‘ lady ’ boats were 
prevented from coming ashore, while the stevedores 
managed to make the same boat leave with all her 
Dominica cargo aboard, which she carried on to St. 
Lucia. The stevedores stood out for $5 per ton instead 
of $4. A new political party has appeared called the 
Progressive, which while supporting Labour appears to 
take rather a cautious attitude.

New Roads. “ Dominica has received the welcome 
news of two grants under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act, one of £30,375 for the construction of the 
i “Gomier Stewart-Giraudel Road, and another 

of £29,500 for the construction of the Layou-Clarke Hall- 
Holmwood Road. Roads are what we need and we 
have learned by experience not to make a welter of the 
spending.

Finance Committee Minutes. “ Publication of the 
minutes of the Finance Committee of the Legislature 
are being brought up to date, the latest being that of 
April 12th, 1950. These minutes are of great importance 
as showing how the money is expended.”

JAMAICA
New Governor Arrives. Our correspondent, Mr. 

H.F. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on April 28th says : 
ihe arrival of the new Governor, Sir Hugh' Foot 

early in April [see last issue], was marked by a general 
outburst of messianic faith m Governors. This appeared 
less m the Press and in formal utterances than in 
private conversations. One public utterance, however 
was noteworthy in this respect. At a civic welcome to 
one of^°r?°r 9th< Mayor WiUiam Seivright 

leaders of the socialist and nationalist P.N P 
(ever clamorous for self-government), declared : ‘ my 

country looks to you for leadership . . . directed with 
faith, with courage, and with vision ... in those spheres 
. . . where dynamic leadership on your part can be 
exercised for the greatest good for the advancement of 
this country.’

The Bishop’s Welcome. “ The Bishop of Jamaica, 
in welcoming the Governor to the Cathedral in Spanish 
Town on April 15th, said : ‘ Perhaps it will encourage 
you to know that in spite of constitutional changes, in 
spite of all that is said on political platforms, and in spite of 
much that is written in the Press, the ordinary Jamaican, 
especially the country folk, still expects the Governor 
to govern ; still looks to him for the protection of his 
interests, and still expects him to protect him from the 
unwise and sometimes unworthy manoeuvring of party 
politicians.’

“ Undoubtedly this is the sound observation of a fresh 
and unbiased mind. But it can hardly encourage Sir 
Hugh Foot to find that after nearly seven years of 
virtual self-government most people don’t believe that 
anything really happened in 1944, and still pin their 
faith to a Governor whose real function is to guide and 
help, rather than to oppose, the local politicians. The 
extreme distaste felt for the local politicians makes the 
great mass of the people long for a deus ex machina, 
except in so far as those farmers who have a practical 
knowledge of democracy inside their own organizations 
are prepared to put up a fight for constitutional freedom.

Undoubtedly the personality and outlook of the 
Governor make a difference. It is likely to make a 
considerable difference with the present precarious 
balance of parties in the House and the majority party’s 
dread of a general election. But the idea that a Governor 
can change everything is an illusion, and His Excellency 
has accepted the tributes to his omnipotence only by 
ignoring all mention of the subject. He is cautiously 
checking on his previous ideas of Jamaica, knowing 
that much has changed since he was last here.

A Government Motion Deferred. “ Both parties 
ynrted in the House of Representatives to condemn the 

Cuban Pact. Later (April 26th) the Government was 
virtually defeated when it was forced to defer a motion 
empowering it to spend £120,000 on the purchase of 

eyland buses to bolster up the transport service of the 
orporate Area. The P.N.P. opposition and the 

cabour back-benchers were united against this, on the 
ground that the recent Transport Commission had 
recommended revocation of the existing monopoly 
ranchise, but that Government had not revoked the 

licence, would give no guarantee that the new Leyland 
buses would not be used by Jamaica Utilities, and had 
actually proposed to import buses. The bus service is 
creaking to a standstill, but the attitude of the House 
is intelligible.
• + P^itical Outlook. “ In general the evidence
is tnat the Labour Party is everywhere losing ground. 
How far this is really the case will be shown more 
clearly when the sugar workers have indicated their 
wishes through the polls now being conducted to decide 
union representation, and when the general elections to 
parochial boards and the Kingston and St. Andrew 
year°ratlOn C°Unc11 take Place ab°ut the middle of the

The People’s National Party are haunted by the
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spectre of a Third Party which may deprive them of 
victory after all their efforts. For the time being, 
however, talk of a Third Party is still vague. The 
Central Committee of Primary Producers, which put 
forward proposals for a Farmers’ Federation (which 
would in fact be the C.C.P.P. reorganized), has with­
drawn the political clauses from the draft constitution.

“ The president of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, 
Mr. Rudolph Burke, after joining in insisting upon 
removal of the political features, has now decided that the 
residual functions of the proposed Federation are in 
fact those which Government intends the J.A.S. to 
exercise. The question before the farmers at the 
moment is whether they can be better represented 
through their own Federation supported by the funds 
of the commodity associations or through the J.A.S., 
which depends on Government support.

Charge Against Minister. “ On April 23rd the 
Hon. W. A. Bustamante was found guilty in the Spanish 
Town Resident Magistrate’s court on two charges and 
admonished and discharged on another ; the charges 
were that he did acts calculated to cause policemen to 
disobey their officers, to cause disaffection amongst 
them, and to cause them to commit breaches of discipline.

Citrus Losses. “ The after-effects of the rains last 
October have been severe for the citrus industry. Out­
put has dropped by 200,000 boxes as a consequence of 
early ripening, and the destruction of seedlings at the 
Government nursery has put back the expansion
programme.

ST. LUCIA
Sugar. Our correspondent, the Hon. Henry E. 

Belmar, writing from Castries on April 21st, states . 
“ The cane crop, in spite of the unfavourable season, 
will outturn only about 140 tons less than the 1950 
crop. Production is proceeding rapidly, and the reaping 
should be completed by the end of May. The weather 
is still wet and more than six inches have been recorded 
so far in April. This has interfered with the mechanical 
cultivation for the 1952 crop, which must consequently 
be also adversely affected.

Reconstruction of Castries. “ With the exception 
of residential apartments and the shopping units m 
Jeremie Street and the four-storey fiats, the bulk of the 
housing scheme is completed. A housing manager has 
been appointed. _ ,“ Included in the area occupied by the Government 
housing scheme are two sites for the construction of 
Friendly Society buildings, one of which is neanng 
completion, work on the other not having started yet 
The work on the foundations of the Government pnntery 
began on April 16th. This building forms part of the 
Government buildings to be erected m the.centreof the 
town Building applications for private rebuilding 
continue to increase but difficulty in ?bta““S certain 
types of material is retarding progress m certain cases

Team of Experts. “ A team of experts, under the 
,. r • Mr A de K Frampton, agricultural 

chairmanship of Mr. A. ae jx. a f & welfare adviser to the Colonial Development and Welfare
Organization in the West Indies arrivedi mthe colony 
at the end of March and the beginning ofApnlWo 
draw up an integrated programme of a^4tural 
development in the colony, and to advise Government on 

road development.”

Colonial Appointments

TJ ecent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following:—

Centeno, A. E. B. Amoroso- (First Assistant Secretary, 
Inland Revenue Department, Trinidad), Secretary, Inland 
Revenue Department, Trinidad.

Cossou, E. M. (Senior Surveyor, Lands and Mines Department, 
British Guiana), District Commissioner, British Guiana.

De Freitas, C. P. (Crown Lands Officer, Bahamas), Com­
missioner of Lands, Jamaica.

Gadishaw, E. A. (Deputy Auditor General, Jamaica), Auditor 
General, Jamaica.

Gray, C. E. (Principal Clerk, British Guiana), Assistant 
Colonial Secretary, British Guiana.

Greaves, E. G. N. (Deputy Government Chemist, Trinidad), 
Government Chemist, Trinidad.

Jenkins, A. H. (Chief Constable, Falkland Islands), Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, Grenada.

Hellman, J. C. (Assistant Engineer, Public Works Depart­
ment, Barbados), Assistant Colonial Engineer, Public Works 
Department, Barbados. .

Kerr, A. E. (Assistant Government Chemist, Trinidad), 
Deputy Government Chemist, Trinidad.

Mapp, M. U. (District Commissioner, British Guiana), Senior 
District Commissioner, British Guiana.

Panton, C. S. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), 
Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Thompson, H. M. (Senior Laboratory Assistant, Jamaica), 
Agricultural Chemist, Jamaica.

Thorogood, W. J. (Late Registrar, Supreme Court, Singapore), 
Resident Magistrate, Jamaica.

First Appointments
Kuczynski, K., M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, General Hospital, 

Barbados. . „ .Buchan, Miss J. M., Headmistress, St. Vincent Girls High 

SCMole, Group Captain E. L., Director of Civil Aviation, 

BaRACK,SR. S., Chemical Engineer (Temporary), Windward 

^Reynard, H., Water Engineer (Temporary), Leeward 

Islands.

New Sugar Sorghum

An announcement published by the Agricultural 
A Research Administration of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, dated March 1st, is repro- 
duced in Willett & Gray’s Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade 

^°It ^relates^the release by the Department and the 
Mississippi Experiment Station of a new variety of 
sorghum for syrup production, which has been named 

the late George B. Sartoris, whose researches 
production in the United

StSart originates from seed introduced from Africa by 
Uarl O Grassi of the United States Department of 
ScXmL 1945

—*

leaf diseases of the region.
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West Indies at Westminster
U.K. Banana Imports. In a written answer of April 18th, 

to a question by Major Lloyd, the Minister of Food, Mr. Maurice 
Webb, stated that it was hoped to import this year about two- 
thirds of the average pre-war imports of bananas.

Local Government, Barbados. Mr. Rankin asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if any progress had been made 
towards implementing the Maude Report on local government in 
Barbados, thus bringing to an end the ancient relics of the 
vestry system, based on a very limited franchise.

In a written answer of April 11th, Mr. Griffiths stated that a 
Bill incorporating such recommendations as have been accepted 
was under consideration by the Executive Committee and was 
expected to be presented to the Legislature during the next 
few weeks.

Christian Valley, Antigua. Mr. H. Hynd asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether it was the intention 
of the Government of Antigua to return the lands of the Christian 
Valley area and Dam site to the peasants who formerly cultivated 
the estate now that water was available for development.

Mr. Griffiths in a written reply of April 11th, stated that as was 
announced in the Press of Antigua on March 11th, those parts 
of the land in the Christian Valley which could be cultivated 
without causing erosion or affecting water supplies would be 
made available for cultivation.

Civil Service Salaries. Mr. P. Smithers asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he was satisfied that the salaries 
paid to members of the Colonial Civil Service in the West Indies 
were sufficient to secure personnel whose qualifications were 
adequate to the duties they were called upon to perform ; and 
whether he would consider the introduction of an expatriation 
allowance.

In a written reply of April 11th, Mr. Griffiths stated that he 
was not satisfied that all salaries were in all cases adequate, but 
the terms of service, including the question of the grant of 
expatriation allowances, were determined by the Colonial 
Governments concerned.

Long-Term Copra Contracts. Mr. Alport asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he had any informa­
tion with regard to representations received from producers in 
British colonies or other Dependencies asking His Majesty's 
Government for a special review on long-term copra contracts 
with the Government m view of the present wide disparity 
between world prices and the prices agreed in those contracts ; 
and if he would make a statement.

State’ stated iu a written answer
^at «presentations had been made locally in 

Fiji and in the British Solomon Islands Protectorate regarding 
Ministry of Food under the long-term copra 

contracts Pending consideration of those representations he 
was unable to make any statement.

Of Confectionery to Jamaica. Brigadier Clarke 
asked the Minister of Food on April 16th why he allowed exports

JapmS m?de °f $lucose and sugar to Jamaica, in 
W SUgar and fucose in Great Britain.

to ^k^ d that * was.done to enable British manufacturers 
^on1nexions m that important colonial market.

insignificantS °f gluCOSe and su§ar used in those exports were 

if J” a supplementary question, Brigadier Clarke asked Mr. Webb 
if he did not appreciate that the resale of sugar glucose sweets 
outside the country was considerable, and that he would never 
Sdth X*nth3*10,? W—e he with one hand and exported

S other deceiving the housewife for months. 1 
tn h,e was shocked, when he saw that question

find h t attitude to a colony of Great Britain 
largest'part ^of1 our 0™^^ reSp“ for the

Secre^o“ StatXtl" cXiSwkat wasttTanlual vail a^

by the Ilie?

to be taken to avert that threat. g S' h b stePs were
Mr. James Griffiths, in a written answer of April 11th, stated 

that average annual imports of Jamaican cigars into the United 
Kingdom during the past three years were 180,000 lb., valued 
at approximately ¿430,000. Cigar factories in Jamaica employed 
about 1,500 workers all the year round. About three times as 
many were employed in the field for six months of the year. 
Cuban cigars were not at present imported into the United 
Kingdom. Trade discussions with Cuba were still in progress 
and he was therefore unable to reply to the last part of Mr. 
Sorensen’s question.

Colonial Local Forces. Mr. Thomas Reid asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 18th if he would ask 
colonial governments which had not local military forces adequate 
for the prevention of serious local disorder where police forces 
were not sufficient for the purpose, to recruit, organize and 
equip such forces locally, thus reducing the demands on British 
Forces.

The Minister of State, Mr. Dugdale, who replied, said that 
most colonial governments had either police forces or military 
forces, or both, considered adequate to prevent serious local 
disorder ; and the scale of local military forces existing in the 
colonies was based on that factor. Where deficiencies were 
known to exist, His Majesty’s Government were considering, in 
consultation with the colonial governments concerned, what 
means should best be adopted to repair them.

Colonel Gomme-Duncan then asked Mr. Dugdale if, in view 
of what he had said, he would assure the House that the Govern­
ment were busily examining the question of Grenada, where 
there was a recent rebellion which troops of that kind might well 
have prevented.

Mr. Dugdale said that they were examining the whole question, 
including Grenada.

When Mr. Lennox-Boyd asked : “In connexion with the 
safety of other West Indian colonies, will the question of the 
re-formation of the West Indian Regiment be seriously con­
sidered, Mr. Dugdale said that that was another question.

Derationing of Bananas. Mr. Dodds asked the Minister of 
Food on April 9th if he was aware of the concern at the deration­
ing of bananas ; and what additional supplies had been received 
or expected to enable their derationing.

Mr. F. Willey, who replied, said that he was not aware of any 
widely expressed concern at the lifting of the restrictions on the 
distribution of bananas. Bananas had no special nutritional 
value and plentiful supplies of many other fruits were now 
available. Gradually increasing quantities were being imported, 
but^supplies might not always fully meet the demand.

Mr. Dodds then asked Mr. Willey if he was aware that the 
trade was very surprised that that action was taken. Mothers 
?ud °1« PeoPle felt that bananas would be even scarcer 
than the well-publicized Webb sausages. If that was found to 

wotdd rationing be reimposed.
Wa, T rTplY to this Question, but when Mr. Peter 

mithers asked whether the Ministry was purchasing fewer 
bananas from Jamaica this year than last year, Mr. Willey said 
he thought that on the whole we were purchasing more. 
SeSet^n?^!.^1, Sir Ralph Glyn asked the

f°r the Colonies on April 11th if he would 
to be made as to the present methods 

fr“8 mal m Jamaica tor transfer to British Overseas 
tn Co^°ration services to the United Kingdom, in order 
serv^^V1!6 dateS ? collection and delivery and enable the 
as that in Jamaica to the United Kingdom to be as speedy 
as tnat m the reverse direction.
TamairYY^t pepJie(l: " No’ Sir’ The Acting Governor of 
TaZ £ satisfied that the system of collecting mails in 
sat?s?^ by the B ° A C. services is
of delav Jhe Member bas m mind any specific case
tion >» y P ps he will let me have the particulars for investiga- 

it then ?sked Mr’ Griffiths if he was aware that
in the UffitJdM? 1O^ger a letter to be collected and delivered
the UnYtid R Sg took for a tetter to be sent from

mY GriffiX gd°JVnd delivered in Jamaica.
make inveTt^t^ he WaS nOt aware of that’ but he would 
maKe investigations.

Arms Production, Jamaica. Mr. Gammans asked the
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Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 4th if he would 
consult with the Service Departments and the Ministry of Supply 
regarding the possibility of setting up a small arms factory 
in Jamaica, where there was a surplus of labour, and of giving 
orders for equipment, such as boots, to factories which already 
existed in the island, with a view to making better use of the 
industrial possibilities of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Cook, Under-Secretary of State, said that the question 
of the participation of Jamaica in the re-armament programme 
was being examined. There were, however, many obstacles, 
and it would be unwise to count on any immediate or appreciable 
expansion of industrial production there to meet needs created 

by re-armament.
' Mr. Gammans then asked Mr. Cook if that answer meant that, 

in spite of the fact that, as the Government realized, over 500,000 
people in Great Britain had to be transferred from productive 
industry to re-armament, no attempt whatsoever was to be 
made to utilize surplus labour in Jamaica and Barbados.

Mr. Cook said that all he was seeking to do was to point out 
that there were difficulties. The matter was being examined.

Sugar Beet Campaign. Mr. Arthur Lewis asked the 
Minister of Food on April 23rd how much sugar had been 
produced in the beet sugar campaign which had recently ended

Mr. F. Willey, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Food said that production from the 1950-51 campaign amounted 
to 374,000 tons refined and 330,000 tons of raw sugar equiv­
alent, in all, to 677,000 tons of refined sugar.

Mr. Lewis then asked Mr. Willey if he could say how these 
figures compared with the previous year, to which Mr. Willey 
replied that they constituted a record.

Mr E. Martin Smith then asked Mr. Willey if he could estimate 
how much sugar was lost through delay in 
not enough factories were available to take the cropf

Mr. Willey said he could assure the House that very little was 
lost. The Corporation and all the employees did a grand job.

There was no reply when Mr. Nabarro asked if, in view of the 
magnificent production record of the British Sugar Corporation 
in this matter, would the hon. Gentleman res st any future 
temptation to meddle in the industry by nationalization.

Antigua Trades and Labour Union. Mr. H. Hynd asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 1 
was aware of the dissatisfaction of the Antigua Trades and 
Labom Union at the appointment of only one representative 
of the people on the Executive Council, one^St 
Land and Settlement Board and one on the JElectric L g 
Board ; and whether he would increase ^presentation

Mr. Griffiths replied : “The Union Jave 5^ 
about the composition of the Executive Council but I see no 
need for change in advance of the
which, as I told the House December 12th last

Pe-o- besotted to.promote 
Z°e of the

“iiynd then asked Mr. Griffiths it he ™s

"ns “ spot NKdMy regard that representation 

aSIn reSy Griffiths said : “ I presume that my hon. Friend 

“m^e SZ eSt^onai reforms, and

those changes are now being worked out.

duty was in that way avoided which would na
if duty-paid Cuban cigars were Treas Mr jay, who replied, 

The Financial Secretary 19th that no statistics were
stated in a written answer of~ P „ availed themselves of

si “
admitted free under that concession.

Volume of Exports to Commonwealth. Mr. Foot asked 
the President of the Board of Trade if he would give figures 
for the last half-yearly period available indicating the volume of 
United Kingdom exports to Commonwealth countries expressed 
as a percentage of the volume exported in 1938 ; and if he 
would give those figures for the self-governing members of the 
Commonwealth and for the colonies, respectively.

In his written answer of April 18th, Mr. Harold Wilson stated 
that the current series index numbers of volume of United 
Kingdom exports was based on 1947. Compared with the 
average for that year, it is estimated that the volume of exports 
to the Commonwealth as a whole in July-December, 1950, had 
increased by 87 per cent, to the self-governing members of the 
Commonwealth by 92 per cent and to the colonies by 82 per cent. 
Only a very rough estimate could be made of changes in the 
volume of trade between 1938 and 1947. Exports to the 
Commonwealth as a whole in 1947 were about equal to the 
1938 volume ; the volume sent to the colonies was probably 
about a fifth higher and exports to the self-governing members 
of the Commonwealth showed a small reduction compared with 

1938.
Value of Exports to the Commonwealth. Mr. Foot asked 

the President of the Board of Trade to state the percentage of our 
total exports going to the Commonwealth, including Canada, 
and to the Commonwealth, excluding Canada, respectively, in 
the most recent half-yearly period for which figures were avail-

Mr. Harold Wilson, in a written answer of April 12th, stated 
that 47.2 per cent by value of United Kingdom exports went to 
the rest of the Commonwealth, including Canada, in the half- 
year ended December 31st, 1950, and 41.3 per cent went to the 
rest of the Commonwealth, excluding Canada, in the same period.

Imports from the Commonwealth. Mr. Foot asked the 
President of the Board of Trade if he would state the percentage 
of our total imports coming from the Commonwealth including 
Canada and excluding Canada, respectively, in the most recent 
half-vearly period for which figures were available.

In a written answer of April 12th, Mr. Harold Wilson stated 
that 41.6 per cent of our imports by value came from the Common­
wealth, including Canada, in the half-year ended December 31st, 
1950, and 34.7 per cent came from the Commonwealth, excluding 
Canada, in the same period.

Raw Material Imports. Mr. Foot asked the President of the 
Board of Trade what percentage of the total raw material imports 
came from non-dollar areas of the Commonwealth m the last 
half-yearly period for which figures were available.

In a written reply of April 12th, Mr. Harold Wilson stated that 
45 1 per cent by value of our imports of raw materials came 
from non-dollar areas of the Commonwealth in the half-year 
ended December 31st, 1950. The raw materials referred to 
were those included in Class II of the monthly accounts relating 
to Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom.

U.K. Imports from Empire and Foreign Countries. Mr 
Russell asked the President of the Board of Trade on April 12th 
what steps he was taking to arrest the decline which had taken 
place in the last few years in the proportion of imports of raw 
materials and manufactured goods which come from Empire 
countries as compared with foreign countries.

Mr Bottomley, Secretary for Overseas Trade, who replied, 
said that the proportion, by value, of imports from the Common­
wealth of raw materials and manufactured goods together was 
higher in 1949 and 1950 than in any of the previous eight years 

then asked Mr. Bottomley if he was quite certain 
th^t it wi higher in 1949-50 than in the previous years. Surely 

H MrdBottomi™replieddY “ No, Sir. ' In 1945 it was exceptional 

bu till though it has gone down a little in percentage it has gone 

up in vol“™_ . nd Unemployment. Mr. Dodds asked
r/TXtaJoi^State Tor the Colonies on April 18th what steps 
the Se"etar^^ his declared policy of giving every
possible ^encouragement to the tobacco-growing and cigar- 

manufacturing industry ^Jl^^who replied, said that the 

^»iS «5
--ry

P°to“£lementary question, Mr. Dodds asked Mr. Dugdale
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if he could give an assurance that any agreement recently entered 
into or contemplated would in no way be likely to increase the 
estimate of unemployed in Jamaica. Surely Mr. Dugdale had 
heard that there were unemployed there, and that the less work 
there the more unemployed there would be.

Mr. Dugdale said that that was a purely hypothetical question. 
He agreed as to the seriousness of the unemployment situation. 
He could not say whether any agreement would or would not 
have any particular effect on the unemployment.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd then asked Mr. Dugdale : " Is it not a fact 
that there is now quite considerable unemployment in the 
tobacco industry in the West Indian Islands ? Does not the 
right hon. Gentleman agree that while preference used to be 
25 per cent in the United Kingdom market it is now 3 per cent, 
and are we now free to increase that if we want to do so ? "

Mr. Dugdale said that the question of preference should have 
been addressed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Questioning further, Mr. Lennox-Boyd asked: "With great 
respect the Minister has a large measure of responsiblity for the 
West Indian colonies. Is it not a fact that however much, 
constitutionally, it rests with someone else to answer this detailed 
question, the fact that we are now precluded from giving greater 
preference is a matter which ought seriously to disturb the right 
hon. Gentleman ? ”

Mr. Dugdale replied : “ We are seriously concerned about it 
and we do take it into consideration, but the actual answering of 
that particular question, and the responsibility for it, is a matter 
for the Chancellor of the Exchequer."

Mr. Sorensen asked if Mr. Dugdale considered that the appre­
hensions of the Jamaica cigar manufacturers about the rivalry 
of the Cuban cigar manufacturers was unfounded.

There was no reply.

Naval Dockyard, Bermuda. The Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty, Mr. Walter Edwards, replied in the affirmative when 
he was asked on April 18th by Commander Noble whether the 
Naval Dockyard in Bermuda was finally closed.

In a supplementary question, Commander Noble asked Mr 
Edwards if he was aware that that small dockyard community 
had done very good work for over 100 years, and that the closing 
of the dockyard had severed an important link in the colony 
with the Royal Navy. Would he consider sending a special 
message to the Government of Bermuda.

Mr. Edwards said that he was quite prepared to reiterate the 
expressed opinion of the Board of Admiralty as to the great 
services which had been rendered by the Bermuda Government 
and people living in Bermuda. He would look at the other 
point made by the hon. and gallant Gentleman
- Smi^ers then asked Mr. Edwards if his answer meant 
that the considerable number of Barbadians employed in that 
dockyard had been discharged, and if so could he give an assur­
ance that they had been found employment

Mr. Edwards replied: "If we have no’work we have to 
discharge them, and if there is no employment for them out there 
I can give no assurance that they will be employed."

On April 25th, Commander Noble, who had asked how the 
surplus stores, including medical, were disposed of on closing 
down Bermuda dockyard ; whether any were dumped ; what 

thK of the floating dock and when that was decided •
J f e<luiPment had been sent out since thé 

dockyard started closing down, was replied to in writing by the 
Civil Lord of the Admiralty, who stated : "All serviceable stores 
which were not surplus to the requirements of the Royal Naw 
have been returned to the United Kingdom. Certain surplZ 
medical stores have been sold to the King Edward VII Memorial 
Hospital, Bermuda, and certain other naval stores and plant 
not required by the Royal Navy were sold locally by competitive 
tender. A remaining small quantity of stores which were un­
serviceable or that it was impracticable to bring to this country 
were dumped Some spares for small craft have been sent out to 
JtneTT otherwise no refit equipment has been sent there 
since the dockyard started to close down. It was decided as 
recentiy as last month that, in view of the altered circumstances 
the large floating dock m Bermuda should be retained for con’

convenient date; and how that compared A the 
over the last five years, the MinistS^ lgriculture T? 
Wdhams, said that the British Sugar CorpiatiSÜeJ 

that on April 14th, 1951, some 12,500 acres had been planted. 
Normally, sowings by that date exceeded 250,000 acres. In 
1947, however, the weather conditions during the spring were 
very unfavourable as they were this year, and the acreage 
sown by mid-April probably did not much exceed the 1951 
figure ; nevertheless, the acreage finally sown in 1947 was 
395,000 acres.

Sulphur Supplies. Asked by Colonel J. R. H. Hutchison 
whether he had examined the possibility of obtaining sulphur 
from Cyprus, Mr. Rhodes, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
President of the Board of Trade, in a written answer of April 
17th, stated that Cyprus had no sulphur as such, but sulphur- 
bearing ores in the form of pyrites. Our purchases of pyrites 
from that source were interrupted in the war years, but resumed 
in 1949 since when we had continued to obtain supplies. We 
hoped next year for a substantial increase in the quantity from 
Cyprus.

Imported Cigars. Mr. Russell asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer what was the amount of revenue from the Customs 
duties on imported cigars in the financial years 1938-39, 1946-47, 
1947-48, 1948-49, 1949-50, and 1950-51, respectively.

In a written answer of April 17th, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell stated 
that the net receipts of duty paid in respect of imported cigars

Financial Revenue Financial Revenue
Year £ Year £

1938-39 ... 347,996 1948-49 ................ 501,140
1946-47 ... 734,602 1949-50 ................ 590,548
1947-48 ... ... 1,207,191 1950-51 (estimate) 707,000

Visitors from Overseas

I w°uld greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

wouid inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence despatched.

A. G. P. Blair
Sir Errol Dos Santos, C.B.E. 
Mr. Cecil B. Facey 
Mr. D. C. Ferguson 
Mr. Lewis Floissac 
Mr. A. G. Forbes 
Mrs. Elsie Gamble 
Mr. W. H. A. Hanschell 
Mr. J. D. Harford, C.M.G. 
Mr. C. E. Hitchens

Sir Wilfrid Jackson, G.C.M.G.
Dr. S. E. Littlepage
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, K.C.
Mr. H. J. Page, C.M.G., O.B.E.
Mr. C. G. O. Roe
Mr. N. F. Ross
Lieut.-Col. F. Wood, M.B.E.
H.E. Sir Charles Woolley, 

K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.

Caribbean Lodge

~0arv ^trng of the Caribbean Lodge, No.
i held on May lst> Bro. H. R. Guy was

^aster’ W.Bro. A. L. Jupp, P.G.D., treasurer 
and W. Bro. G. Hook tyler for the ensuing year.

Colomal visitors present at the meeting included 
N; 4^' R m A PAG- St' B- LodSe Ro™ma, 
No qqc’ R' ^arew°od, Lodge Mount Olive,
No' 707 c rd ^°' A CarIton Robinson, Lodge Unity 
pnr Guiana): W. Bro. H. A. Cox,
No 2253 Bodge St. Michael’s,No. 2253 (Barbados) ; W. Bro. Cecil B. Facey, P.D.G.W., 
Ä rA 207 Jamaica) ; Bro. R. C. Loins- 
S PThdantb-Pic Lodge, No. 405, and Bro.

Am’ JiA? Rosslyn, No. 596 S.C. (Trinidad);
AAA A!bai- Lodge Orient, No. 3703 (Kenya), 

th Jin Jubllee of the Lodge will be celebrated at
A® ™Natationmeeting to be held at Freemasons' Hall, 
SStr6et’ London> W.C.l, on Tuesday, July 
nA tn m T A1??116 Caribbean colonies who would 
W Bro Genj D°ntd Communicate with tbe secretary,
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West Indian Passenger List Home arrivals from Barbados and Trinidad, in s.s. Golhto 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), at Southampton, April 22nd :—

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in 

S. Armitage), at Liverpool, April 20th :—
s.s. Arakaka (Captain

Mr. E. H. East
Mr. H. L. Grogan
Mr. P. H. Lee

Major A. F. McConnell 
Miss P. H. McConnell 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Payne

Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Wright 
Misses Wright (3)

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain J. A. 
Carter), from Liverpool, April 9th :—
Mr. E. C. Alleyne 
Mrs. H. Cadenhead

Miss M. Clarke
Rev. & Mrs. D. R. Lewis

Misses H. & J. Cadenhead Miss E. M. Luck

Fyffes Line

Mr. L. N. Oxford
Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Whyte

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S.
Gracie), at Avonmouth, March 27th :—

Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Barber 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Blair 
Miss P. R. Blair 
Mrs. M. Bolger 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. G. S. Busby 
Miss M. B. Busby 
Mr. G. W. Butler 
Mrs. M. I. Butler 
Miss E. M. Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Carter 
Miss C. M. Carter 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Donington- 

Smith
Mrs. A. I. Donoghue 
Mr. J. L. Fletcher 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Flynn 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. P'orbes 
Capt. C. Freemantle 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. L.

Galloway

Mrs. L. F. Gendall 
Mr. F. S. Gomes 
Mr. & Mrs. G. M. Gordon 
Rev. & Mrs. E. Higman 
Mr. & Mrs. P. C. Hobson 
Miss P. A. Hobson 
Mrs. M. E. Jamieson 
Mr. A. H. Jones 
Mr. L. C. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Leo 
Dr. & Mrs. S. Littlepage 
Col. & Mrs. J. J. Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. P. McDermott 
Miss E. A. McDermott 
Mr. & Mrs. P. McKenzie 
Mr. C. J. Millar 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Minors 
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Muriel 
Mr. & Hon. Mrs. R. Myer 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Neynoe 
Miss B. D. O’Connor 
Mrs. M. D. O’Neale

Miss P. O’Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. G. O’Reilly 
Miss P. F. O’Reilly 
Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Parfitt 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Pickering 
Miss E. L. Pickering 
Mrs. E. P. Pringle 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Prokop 
Mr. V. C. Ramsaran 
Miss V. C. Ramsaran 
Mrs. M. A. Rogers 
Mrs. K. M. Sayer 
Mr. J. Silverio 
Miss D. R. Smart 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Stephens 
Miss D. M. Stobie 
Misses G. & R. Tree 
Lady E. C. Walton 
Mrs. L. Whitefoord 
Mr. C. U. Williams 
Sir Charles Woolley

Mrs. V. B. Aguilar 
Miss M. G. Arscott 
Mr. R. G. Ashenheim 
Miss J. Barbour 
Mr. T. G. Barnfather 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. C. E.

Bartley-Denniss 
Miss H. Bartley-Dennis 
Miss E. C. Brown 
Mr. N. St. S. Bryan 
Mrs. D. A. Bunbury 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Carmichael 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Christie 
Miss G. Connell 
Mrs. W. Cooper 
Mr. C. E. Crowley 
Mrs. O. Cruchley 
Sir G. Evans 
Mr. S. L. Finding

Mrs. A. V. Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Garnett 
Miss M. E. Gibbs 
Mr. A. H. Haldane 
Mrs. E. C. Halliday 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Harris 
Miss H. L. Hart 
Miss M. E. Hay 
Mrs. M. Howden 
Miss L. I. Hutton 
Mr. W. James 
Miss L. M. Jeffery 
Rev. F. M. Kedward 
Mrs. D. M. Keeling 
Miss E. J. Keeling 
Mrs. E. Landsberg 
Mr. W. H. Lawrie 
Mr. & Mrs. V. L. Levy 
Mr. A. W. Millward

Mr. W. H. Morris 
Mr. G. M. Munroe 
Mr. A. W. Okell 
Major M. Orr-Ewing 
Mrs. M. E. Pearson 
Miss S. V. Pearson 
Miss K. C. Pyne 
Mr. K. R. Rickards 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel 
Miss Samuel 
Mr. R. Simmons 
Miss L. G. Slyfield 
Mr. A. W. Suchbury 
Miss I. A. Thomas 
Major N. Wainwright 
Mrs. V. Woodyatt 
Mr. D. Woodyatt, Jnr. 
Mrs. I. M. Worthington

French Line
Gascogne (Captain F.Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s.

Prigent), from Southampton, April 19th :—
- ----- Mr. & Mrs. G. SummerveilMrs. S. Benjamin 

Miss J. Buchan 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Diver 
Mrs. M. Fisher 
Mr. P. Grannam 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Hannay 
Miss J. Hannay
Miss M. Harvey

Home arrivals from Trinidad, in s.s.
Roberts), at Avonmouth, April 8th :
Miss K. Curran Mr. R. E. McKnight
Mr. & Mrs. H. Gammidge Mrs. M. Makwell . 
Dr. F. W. Lamb Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Morns

Matina (Captain H.

Mr. & Mrs. G. Quin 
Col. & Mrs. C.

Spencer-Smith

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H.
Bull), at Avonmouth, April 9th :—

Mr. & Mrs. F. GarnhamMiss O. Atkinson 
Mr. P. A. Azar 
Lady Baden-Powell 
Miss I. K. Blake 
Mr. R. P. Cadman 
Mr. H. L. Campbell 
Rev. & Mrs. R. A.

Campbell 
Mrs. H. G. Cattanach 
Sir Jonathan & Lady 

Davidson
Mr. A. W. Day 
Mr. & Mrs. H. de Pass 
Mrs. E. Ennever 
Mrs. M. B. Ewen 
Mr. C. B. Facey 
Miss E. J. Ffrench 
Mr. & Mis. J. W. Fox

Mr. A. F. Hanna 
Miss J. M. Hartnell-

Beavis
Mrs. J. L. Higginbotham 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Hone 
Mrs. O. M. Howard 
Miss A. Howard 
Miss V. C. Jones 
Mr. M. D. King 
Mr. W. Langenegger 
Miss H. J. Llewellyn 
Miss R. E. Lowth 
Miss R. O. Mackintosh 
Mr. O. A. Malcolm 
Mr. R. A. McKenzie 
Mr. D. R. McMurray 
Miss M. E. Middleton

Mr. H. W. Murray 
Miss S. L. Nichol 
Mrs. A. M. Parry 
Mr. C. A. Phillips 
Miss C. M. Powell 
Miss B. G. Ramsden 
Rev. & Mrs. W. Richards 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Roe 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Shadbolt 
Mr. & Mrs. C. S. Snook 
Miss G. Snook
Mr. & Mrs. J. Thomson 
Mr. J. M. Thompson 
Miss S. M. Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. B. R. Topper 
Miss S. Topper 
Miss J. Watson 
Mr. E. Whittle

Mrs. È. Gamble
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s s. Manistee (Captain N. J.

Robinson), at Rotterdam April 15th : & Mrs H Harrison
Mr. D. A. Achilles Miss J. M. Butler Kenny
Mr. & Mrs. A. F. Butler Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Gilman Mr. r. ix.

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Eros (Captain H. .

Vigurs), at Avonmouth, April 16th :
Mr. J. Bell
Miss N. Beresford
Mrs. I. A. Bryan
Mrs. R. M. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Frotz
Mr. F. E. Gooding

Capt. R. S. Martinez 
Mrs. M. Millott 
Mrs. M. Newns

Mr. & Mrs. F. Hill 
Miss J. E. Howie

m2: 5: ^mson-EvanS

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain F. P. Inch), 

from Avonmouth, April 7th : stewart
Col.&Mrs.G.B.Ingman MissMr. & Mrs. S. J. Barton Cv*. - “

Mr. T. P. Bates Mr. R. C. MacMiuan
Mrs T Gill Mrs. D. B. O Hara
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Hayter Mr. A- ^erts 
Mr. & Mrs. C. C. Hipgrave Rev. & Mrs. P. Romen

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie), 

from Avonmouth, April 21st:

Mr. R. D. Stutz
Mr. A. S. Watts 
Mrs. M. V. Webster 
Dr. D. K. Weston

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

& Mrs. H. Hetlinger
R. Holder
B. Johnson
& Mrs. K. Kuczynski
& Mrs. B. Ormrod
& Mrs. H. Reynard

Mrs. O. Schindler 
Mr. L. Spence

Miss G. Summervell 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Symons 
Mr. L. Trotman 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Walter 
Miss C. Walter 
Miss E. Walters 
Miss T. Whitehead

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Willemstad 

.d. Bürgt), Southampton, April 4th :—
~ ’ Mrs. A. K. Melville

(Captain W. Chr.
Mr. & Mrs. A. Benjamin 
Miss G. A. Benjamin 
Mr. A. K. Bowden 
Mrs. I. Clark 
Miss J. R. Clark

Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Gordon
Mr. E. M. Hodgson
Mr. & Mrs. A. A. Izzard 
Miss J. A. Izzard 
Mr. A. S. Jenkinson

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

& Mrs. G. R. Milne
& Mrs. J. H. Perks 
P. Richardson 
N. C. Shrubb

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in m.s. Bonaire (Captain
N F van Deun), Plymouth, April 26th :— 
ÉÉSS! it ÊÆS“

Mr. J. K. Harwood
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain C. A. J.

Dopheide), from Dover, April 7th :

S E M ÄS’
Misses G. & J- Darlington Miss E. H. Hadden

Mrs. M. C. Heinemann
Miss P. Heinemann 
Dr. & Mrs. G. K. Lim

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
April production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 263,972 barrels.

tt HritiQh Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc- 
tion^or the four weeks ended April 30th was 413,806 

^Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 

crude oil output for April was 243,638 barrels.
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of April 

crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 

to 496,990 barrels.

Pte. I. Berry
Mr. & Mrs. L. B. Brandon 
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Cadien 
Rev. & Mrs. C. G. Deeks 
Mrs. S. S. Ellcome 
Mr. L. A. Francis 
Mr. J. A. Gazzard

Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Geffen 
Mr. & Mrs. L. L. Goldfine 
Dr. & Mrs. D. K. Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. H. W. King 
Mr. R. M. Lord 
Mr. M. G. Morris

Mr. M. Pensabene 
Miss P. H. Phillips 
Mrs. Powell 
Mr. R. T. Smith 
Mr. E. J. Stiven 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Thorogood

Mr. O. H. Newman

estates for sale

Group of

sea frontages having mixed c a^ransfer of oil lease if party 
citrus fruits in addition to coco . other data address
interested. For full part 1^ port_of_Spain) Trinidad,
inquiries to Cocoa, •
British West Indies. [Advt.J
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The Markets
---------  May lUh, 1951

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—S

Dividend for Latest
Latest Year Quotation

Consols 654 671
31 War Loan 89J 901

25 Angostura Bitters ... 67/6 72/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/71 ’ 38/11

—— Antigua Sugar Factory 15/3 16/6
*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 

Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A”
47/6 50/-

8 48/6 52/6
*9> Booker Bros. McConnell 16/- 33/— 34/6

6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/—
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/- 1/6
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/- 2/6 3/-
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 16/3 17/3
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 27/6 28/9
— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 3/—
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 225/- 245/—xd

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 60/- 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 16/- 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 24/6 26/6

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- .. 29/- 31/—
*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 36/3 38/3xd

51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5!% Pref. 22/— 23/-
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9
8f United British Oilfields 6/8 28/- 30/-
5 West Indies Sugar ... 21/3 23/9
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9

*Free of Income Tax. t£i shares.

Price
May 1st, 1950
68 70
901 901xd

80/— 85/-
33/9 36/3
13/- 14/-
31/101 34/4!
44/— 48/-
26/3 28/9
22/6 25/—

1/9 2/-
2/101 3/41
18/9 21/3
4/- 5/-
9/- 10/-

43/9 45/9 +
-/6 1/6

185/- 205/—
60/— 62/6
16/6 17/6
20/— 22/-
20/3 22/3
20/6 22/6xd
21/6 22/6
4/9 5/6

21/- 23/—
18/11 20/71
21/3 23/9

Cocoa has been a very quiet market for several weeks Trini­
dad first marks are quoted at 355/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., and Grenada 
fine estates at 350/- f.o.b. Manufacturers in the United Kingdom 
are fairly well stocked at the moment and are showing no interest.

Honey. A few small sales are reported but many Jamaica 
shippers are asking higher prices than buyers are prepared 
qo/JT T?6 Tuotati°ns are: 85/- per cwt. c.i.f., f.a.q., and 
92/6 for pale amber. 1

Pimento is still a very quiet market, and there is no business 
to report for forward shipment. The price is unchanged at 
205/- per cwt. c.i.f. United Kingdom ports.

Prices advanced further and sellers are 
aSCWi C^’ f°r N°- 3 grade’ 49°/- for No- 2 grade 
and k20/’ f°r N°' L SeemS to be little available,
and buyers are prepared to pay the price asked for No. 3.

Nutmegs have been a very quiet market, mainly owing to 
erman buyers being unable to obtain import licences. Ouota- 

^4^0^ bTHEf- f°I defe?tlves> 3/9 f<>r sound unassorted, 
and 4/1 for 80 s The spot market is much quieter with sound 
unassorted available at 3/10, 80’s at 4/6 and defectives at 3/ 

a?d?vhole pale blade continues to be 
quoted at 9/3 per lb. c.i.f., May-June shipment. Other eradps
are scarce and unquoted.

May-June shipment. Other grades

Sugar. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns for March are as

Imports of Unrefined tons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius ..................
Australia.................
Fiji .................
British West Indies
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Cuba
Hayti
Dominican Republic
Mexico
Peru
Other Foreign Countries

Month 
1950

10,979 
4,005

48,168 
10,326

51,949

of March 
1951 
3,642 

18,812 
43,535

16,351 
7,808

18,332

January-March
1950 1951
— 4,643

88,590 90,047
83,220 95,162

58,575 21,590
24,970 21,571

34,859 43,132

67,193 49,132

— 1,000
Total............................... 125,427 108,480 357,407 326,277

Consumption
Refined ...
Unrefined...

Month of 
3 

160,997

February
6

149,170

J anuary-Februarv
3 126

309,446 304,649
Total............................... 161,000 149,176 309,449 304,775

Stocks (end of February) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 
Imported Unrefined

194,200

82,300

243,800
4,050

288,150
Total ... 276,500 536,000

Rum. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns 1 or March are as

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

Month of March
1950 1951

299,732 25,065

122,649 57,964
42,422 42,079

247,128 102,763
15,553 85,220

7 11

January-March
1950 1951

377,142 287,727
333,580 690,292
395,685 306,950
163,944 304,543
624,898 263,016

19,530 184,210
47 1,770

Total ... 727,491 313,102 1,914,826 2,038,508

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of February)

62,620 35,392
Month of February
108,202 218,961

11,815,000 14,105,000

216,794 
January 

287,012

126,538
-February

411,432

Cocoa. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns : or March are as

Imports.................................cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria .................. ...
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial

Africa ...
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Month of March
1950 1951

14,194 400
256,967 50,423
133,069 139,443

8,581 3,654
3,271 2,391

15,743 —
41,081 —

— 496

January-March
1950 1951

24,177 5,371
372,407 344,086
355,169 256,418

10,424 4,746
5,394 4,033

15,743 514
475,222 961

139 497

Total ... 472,906 196,807 1,258,675 616,626

Exports

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of February)

3,033 799
Month of February
672,901 215,731

20,000 128,000

12,813 4,828
J anuary-February
743,599 301,663

Company Reports and Meetings
Tate and Lyle Investments Ltd.

The first annual meeting of this company was held in London 
2? April 12th. In the course of his speech, Lord Lyle of 
Westbourne, the president, said that the business of the 
subsidiary companies fell into two main groups—namely, raw 
sugar production and refined sugar production. In the former 
group were the West Indies Sugar Company, Ltd., who operated 
in Jamaica and Caroni, Ltd., who operated in Trinidad. Tate 
and Lyle Investments had a substantial holding of ordinary 
shares and a small holding of preference shares in each of those 
companies. Refined sugar production was carried on by 
John Walker & Co. (Sugar Refiners), Ltd., in Greenock, 55 per 
cent of whose issued ordinary capital was owned by Tate and 
Lyle Investments Ltd.

The general investment group included the substantial 
holding of ordinary shares in the British Sugar Corporation, Ltd. 

would recoliect that the King’s Speech on October 
J 1st last year stated the intention of the Government to transfer 
to public ownership the shares in the British Sugar Corporation. 

n° le^lation had been passed, nor did they know any 
details regarding the date and terms of take-over. If that 

faCt feach the statute book, Tate and Lyle 
hol^n^ K Ltd-.would Presumably be compensated for its 

Everything possible would be done to procure a fair 
compensation.
T accounts and balance sheet. Lord
thnT+iS been f0110wing with interest the report
the the Board of Trade has been negotiating
detract^™ fr°m Cuba' If these negotiations
Sa f th undertaking given by the Minister of Food to 
sub?id£r^ RUCerf 1S obvious that vour sugar-producing 

be adve?eIy affected. What I find so dis- 
Ministfr f bhe ^umours ,of the negotiations are true—is that a 
can $i^ previously not entered the field of food,
to Fmnirp rtakmgs to Cuba without any reference whatsoever 
Mr Wilson °ne wonders what tangible benefits
sacrifice of tblJ country will receive in exchange for the 
for s^h nL Jt i °UD? eSS advantages of multilateral trading 

that we in this country have to 
ouy in the free market. 7

• member of the West India Committee
Wo 6 J°r iLlfe Membership on compounding his, or 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £15 15s.
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Statesmanship and Oil

VISITORS to Trinidad who have travelled farther 
afield than the pleasure resorts in the vicinity 
of the capital city of Port-of-Spain and have 

seen the oilfields and refineries in the southern part 
of the island have often shown pleasurable surprise 
at the ordered beauty of its oil camps, which offers so 
striking a contrast to the straggling ribbon development 
which they have observed in the journey along the road 
from Port-of-Spain. First impressions, moreover, have 
been heightened by the sight of small groups of well kept 
employees’ cottages set in park-like surroundings, of 
hillsides bedecked with flowering shrubs and shady 
trees, of brightly painted houses and bungalows, and of 
the curiously harmonising yet busy world beyond 
a world of silver-grey oiltanks, of towering refinery 
columns and the spires of oil well derricks, the whole 
presenting a picture of a vast industry in which man 
may work in happy security. An air of brisk activity 
is ever present, and though, when the whistles blow 
at the end of the day shift, hundreds of workers of 
diverse colours and nationalities may be seen chatting 
amicably together as they disperse to their homes or 
to their recreation clubs, nevertheless, when darkness 
falls, as it does with tropical suddenness, and countless 
lights gleam out from derrick and fractionating tower, 
the work of oil winning and refining carries on through

Gaining acquaintance with the men, the machines and 
the work of refinery and field, visitors may well express 
astonishment that so highly organized and progressive 
an industry is so little known, not only in Britain but 
even in Trinidad itself, especially when they reflect that 
Trinidad is unique among the islands of the West Indies 
in having an oil producing and refining industry.

However, from the point of view of lts.’mP?rtance to 
the local economy, perhaps the outstanding fact about 
the ofl industry^ is that it is -sponsiHe
for over 75 per cent of the total value of the colony s 
exports and for some 35 per cent of its total revenue. 
To^he Commonwealth as a whole the «nP-tance^of 
Trinidad and its up-to-date oil mdustry,
in time of war, has been thrown into high relief by the 
recent disturbances in the great oilfields°f I
this connexion, it may not be generally known til t 
supplies of aviation petrol fr°™
critical importance at the time of the Ba „,. te 
That, fortunately, is now glorious history Of immediate 
concern is the fact that throughout the war thmoilfield, 
of Trinidad were operated to the utmost to m 

needs of the allies.
Here we find the reason why the industry must now 

face the urgent and costly task of exploring for, and 
developing, new fields and of modernizing its refineries, 
and at the same time must strive to hold its own in 
world markets against rapidly rising expenditure. 
Happily, the oilmen are meeting these responsibilities 
with characteristic courage and imagination. To-day 
exploratory wells are being drilled to depths of over 
2| miles in the search for new oil reservoirs, while 
attention is being focused on the problems of drilling 
for oil beneath the comparatively shallow waters of the 
Gulf of Paria, which separate the oilfields of Trinidad 
from those of Eastern Venezuela.

Some idea of the difficulties with which the industry 
has to contend may be given by a comparison of the 
daily yield of oil from wells in Trinidad and in the 
Middle East, for, whereas the average producing well in 
Trinidad gives somewhat less than 30 barrels of oil per 
day, the average for the Middle East is 4,000 barrels 
per well per day. Put another way, this means that 
to obtain a given daily production of oil in Trinidad 
about 130 times as many wells have to be drilled. 
There are some compensating factors, but, clearly, the 
accent in Trinidad must be on operating economy. Yet 
this is not to advocate a pinch-penny policy. The oil 
industry is no place for the timid. While a single 
deep well drilled in exploration for new fields may 
to-day cost as much as £250,000, a greater proportion of 
successes to failures than one such well in ten cannot be 
expected under the complex geological conditions found 
in Trinidad. Again, to take but one further example, a 
scheme now in hand to modernize the largest refinery 
in Trinidad to meet the demand for more specialized 
products is estimated to cost £4,000,000.

It is not surprising, therefore, that with risks of 
this magnitude many oil companies have failed to 
survive, while the fact that, over a period of 35 years 
twice as much capital has been sunk m the Trinidad oil 
industry as has been returned to its investors should give 
pause for thought to hasty advocates of increased 
taxation or of nationalization. The urge to apply the 
tax squeeze to the goose that lays the golden eggs may 
be tempting, but the danger of it proving fatal is any­
thing but imaginary. Indeed, nowhere is this danger 
greater than in the special circumstances that obtain in 
Trinidad, where harsh taxation would not only most 
certainly start a process of strangu ation by sharply 
Getting the flow of overseas capital into the colony, 
but by its immediate reaction on daily working expendi­
ture, would reduce the recoverable oil reserves. For, 

{Continued on page 130)
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THE King’s illness, which has caused all his public 
engagements to be cancelled for at least four weeks, 
has cast a shadow over the celebrations of the 

Festival of Britain. His Majesty has been looking 
strained and tired of late ; several functions have had 
to be curtailed to avoid over-taxing the leg on which 
the operation was performed two years ago ; and it is 
evident that great care must always be taken to 
husband his strength. Anxiety has spread to Australia, 
whence, despite the great eagerness for the royal visit, 
already once postponed, come messages urging that it 
shall not even now be undertaken if it will in any way 
jeopardize the King’s health, and suggesting that if he 
is not fit for the journey Princess Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Edinburgh should go instead. But we all hope 
fervently that the rest now ordered by the royal doctors 
will leave His Majesty to face the continuance of his 
strenuous routine with renewed vigour.

* * *
The withdrawal of the King from the centre of the 

public stage throws the limelight full upon Princess 
Elizabeth, who has now stepped effectively into the 
traditional position belonging to a Prince of Wales. 
While keeping all the freshness of youth she has acquired 
in the last year or two a most regal poise and dignity, 
and can preside over the greatest ceremonies with equal 
majesty and charm. To her it has fallen to play the 
chief part in welcoming the King of Norway to London 
and deliver the King’s speech at the dinner given in his 
honour at Buckingham Palace ; to present colours to the 
Royal Air Force ; to take the salute, mounted and in 
colonel’s uniform, at Trooping the Colour on the King’s 
birthday; to open the great Festival exhibition of 
industrial power in the Kelvin Hall at Glasgow. Though 
now unsupported by Prince Philip, who has returned to 
his naval duties in the Mediterranean, Her Royal High­
ness is at all these functions completely mistress of the 
scene.

* * *
The political storm centred upon the resignation of 

Mr. Bevan and Mr. Wilson has subsided for the moment, 
and it looks as if the government by imposing ceaseless 
discipline upon its voters in the House will survive 
at least till the autumn. The Finance Bill, giving 
effect to the Budget resolutions, will be the principal 
business between now and the summer recess, and will 
produce frequent divisions, at each of which it is essential 
for the Labour whips to maintain their tiny majority. 
But in fact public interest has shifted from home to 
foreign affairs, on which there is little difference of 
opinion between government and opposition. There 
is every reason for anxiety about the storm that has 
blown up in the Persian Gulf. We cannot say with 
certainty that Soviet anglers are fishing in the troubled 
waters , but this has for some time been recognized as a 
likely region in which communist aggression, at present 
held m check in Korea, might attempt to-reconnoitre 
the strength of the western powers. The strategic back­
ground of the crisis is the power vacuum left by the 

withdrawal of British forces from India and Pakistan; 
for ever since the discovery of oil on a large scale invested 
the Gulf with its modem importance the Indian sub­
continent has been the base from which our position 
there was maintained.

* * *

Although some cynics, more in America than here, 
have been amused to see the British socialist govern­
ment challenged by somebody else’s policy of nationaliza­
tion, the danger is too serious for any attempt to make 
party capital. As a matter of international law, the 
Persian government does not appear to have a leg to 
stand on. Mr. Moussadeq, the Prime Minister, main­
tains that Persia as a sovereign power has an inalienable 
right to nationalize her oil industry. But nobody dis­
putes that. What Mr. Moussadeq tries to slur over 
is that Persia, by the concession granted to the Anglo- 
Iranian oil company in 1933, lasting for 60 years, con­
tracted not to exercise this right. This simple point of 
law will be equally valid whether or not the Hague 
Court, to which the Anglo-Iranian company has appealed, 
is ready to accept jurisdiction over the dispute.

* * *

But legal considerations probably weigh little with the 
Persian government, which is being swept along by a 
tide of uncontrollable popular passion. Nationalism in 
Persia, as elsewhere in Asia, has gained a new grip upon 
the emotions of the people, and the nationalization 
policy has become its battle cry. Restraint is more 
likely to be imposed upon the government by the 
realization that, even if it assumes nominal ownership 
of the oil industry, it cannot dispense with the machinery 
and experience of the company to extract, refine, and 
market the oil. So British representatives are going to 
Teheran to discuss a revision of the agreement of 1933. 
With the understanding that the British side is prepared 
to accept nationalization in principle, while the Persians 
do not wish to interfere with the flow of their oil into 
world markets, there is reasonable hope of compromise.

* * *
Another important negotiation in foreign affairs is 

opened by the arrival in London of Mr. John Foster 
Dulles from the State Department to discuss with the 
roreign Office the terms of a peace treaty with Japan. 
1 his will be in some sense a winding up of the remarkable 
personal dominion exercised by General MacArthur in 
u n °' Britlsh ministers are not likely seriously to 

challenge the American view that the time has come 
when Japan must be left in control of her own destiny, 
both politically and economically, even though this 
involves the freedom to rearm so far as her now much 
reduced resources will permit. Security should be 
provided by the continuous presence of large American 
°TVn and near the Japanese islands ; and Australia 

and New Zealand, the two British dominions most 
likely to be perturbed by the prospect of revived 
Japanese strength, have been given an American

(Continued on page 133)
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Empire Chambers of Commerce

Congress in London Opened
Princess Elizabeth opened the seventeenth congress 
* of Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire in 
the Hall of the Worshipful Company of Grocers on June 
11th. As Her Royal Highness entered the Hall she 
was presented with a bouquet of orchids by Miss 
Cynthia Cave, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Maurice 
Cave, of Barbados.

Some 250 delegates representing Chambers of Com­
merce in 35 countries of the Empire are attending the 
conference. The West Indian delegates are Mr. H. 
Alan Walker, who is representing the Incorporated 
Chambers of Commerce of the British Caribbean, the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, and, with Mr. A. A. 
Shenfield, the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce ; Mr 
R. M. Cave, the Barbados Chamber of Commerce ; and 
Mr. A. E. V. Barton, the Chamber of Commerce ot the 
City of Georgetown, British Guiana.

The principal aims of the Congresses which are 
triennial, and are held alternately m London and else­
where in the Commonwealth, is to afford an opportun y 
for business men from all parts of the Commonwealth 
and Empire to meet and discuss their problems. They 
started as long ago as 1886 [the year in which the 
Circular was founded], when the London Chamber 
of Commerce organized the first on the occasion of the 
Colonial and Indian Exhibition, and to-day may be 
said to represent the business men of the whole Common 

wealth and Empire.

Pooling of Financial Experience

Conference of Colonial Officials
A conference of official delegates from the ma]°rity

opened in the Colonial Office on June 4th. The con 
ference is expected to last a fortmg .

i i _EL-—z. and Welfare Act of 1945, will be Colonial Development and Welfare Act o , 
able to make recommendations w h State in
colonial governments and to the Secret y o{
considering problems £fture The conference
wasTopened^yythe Secretary of State, who welcomed the 

delegates.
The West Indian representatives are . . . r.

,, 17 E McDavid Financial Secretary ,
British Guiana-. Mr. E. F. McWm

Mr. J. L. Fletcher, Development
British Honduras . Financial Secretary.

\ A R W. Robertson, Financial Secretary ; 
Trinidad . Mr. a. a. . for Development.

Mr. R. E. Garner, Assistant Secre y~ Smith Financial and
Windward Islands : Mr. A. Macleod Smitn, r

EC°DO“C Percival Assistant Economic Adviser, Develop- 
mrat aid Welfare Organization in the West Indies.

The West India Committee

At a meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee held on May 22nd the following nine 

candidates were admitted to membership :—
Mr. John Oliver Lyle 

(Country)
Mr. Ralph Henry Seccombe

(London)
Mr. Sydney Taylor

(London)
Mr. Brian William Dudley

Paul (Country)
Mr. Charles Victor Lisle

Hooman (London)
Mr. Edgar P. Simmons

(London)
Mr. Philip Bernstein 

(Dominican Republic)
Mr. Charles Norman

Bourne (London)
Mr. Francis Flanagan

(London)

Mr. H. Alan Walker 
Mr. W. J. Blanchard 
Mr. H. Alan Walker 
Mr. W. J. Blanchard 
Mr. C. E. Hitchins 
Mr. D. Temple Roberts 
Jonas Browne & Hubbard, Ltd. 
Mr. G. A. Thompson 

‘Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques 
D. Q. Henriques & Co., Ltd. 
'Mr. T. Cundall
Mr. W. M. Robson 

‘Mr. A. P. Camisuli 
D. Q. Henriques & Co., Ltd. 

’Major W. H. J. Carruthers 
Mr. Ian M. L. Oliver

’Major W. H. J. Carruthers 
Mr. Ian M. L. Oliver

Obituary
The chairman referred with great regret to the deaths 

of the following members : Dr. D. S. Graham (Bahamas), 
and Mr V. H. H. Saunders (Bahamas).

Welfare of the Blind

Help for the Colonial Empire
The British Empire Society for the Blind inaugurated 
A on Empire Day a campaign which has as its object 

the raising of at least £1,000,000 m the next twelve 
months This sum is required to put into operation 
plans for reducing the amount of blindness and eye 
&e in the colonies and providing education, training, 
and employment for the blind in those territories

It is hoped to raise half this sum m the United King­
dom in certain Dominions, and from selected interests 
in the United States. Appeals for the remaining 
Z500 000 will be made in the colonies themselves. It is 
not suggested that £1,000,000 will be enough to solve the 
problem of blindness in the colonies, but it will provide 
a network of institutions and services which will, for 
the first time, give the colonies a fair chance to deal 

that a million people in the 
wsss

independent Blind and the Colonial

Its area of 1 It is the first voluntary
population of 80,00 W. the whole coloniai
= a “s"“- 

London, S. W. 1.__________
Cmcm-AR, February, 1950, p. 32.
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The Cocoa Dinner

Need for Price Stabilization
^he list of guests at the 22nd annual dinner of the 

Cocoa Association of London held at Grosvenor 
House, Park Lane, London, on May 18th included 375 
names, among which were those of officers and members 
of the Cocoa Merchants’ Association of America and of 
members and directors of the New York Cocoa Exchange.

The dinner was the first to be held since the re-opening* 
of the London Cocoa Terminal Market on January 15th, 
and in proposing the toast of The Cocoa Industry Mr. 
Lionel E. Cope, chairman of the Association and presi­
dent at the dinner, gave voice to the satisfaction 
throughout the industry at the fact that the inter­
mediaries, who had been compelled to take a back seat 
for far too long, were now making their contribution to 
the economic recovery of this country. In expressing 
the thanks of the intermediaries to Mr. E. R. Greene, of 
the Ministry of Food, officials of the Board of Trade 
and the Bank of England, and others who had played 
their part in bringing about this happy result, Mr. Cope 
made a touching reference to the late Mr. F. A. Green­
away, whose yeoman service in this connexion was still 
gratefully and affectionately remembered. It was sad, 
said Mr. Cope, that Mr. Greenaway could not be here to 
see the success of his work. Mr. Greenaway was a 
member of the Executive of the West India Committee. 
Mr. Cope also made sympathetic reference to the 
absence, through illness, of Mr. Alexander Elder a 
Treasurer of the Committee.

A gratifying feature of the past year had been the 
news, given to the Cocoa Conference! held in London 
on September 13th and 14th, of the progress made in 
cocoa research, particularly in regard to control of 
swollen shoot. The post-war system of cocoa boards 
had resulted in an accumulation of funds reflecting 
great credit on those boards, and enabled the expenditure 
of useful sums on research. Thanks were due also to the 
manufacturers for their co-operation. A third Inter-

v C°nfress .of Chocolate and Cocoa Manufacturers 
had taken place in Lausanne from September 18th to 
for Ín7 Proposals put forward
beans g commercial index of quality of cocoa

After a reference to the general production position 
extenslons of planting in Malaya 

British Honduras and elsewhere, Mr. Cope deplored th¿ 
continuance of rationing in the UnitedP Kingdom and 

o' the present hlsh Prices of cocoa, now fifteen 
time! eh6 pre“war sterling pnce and seven and a half 
surely entFtled^n WWle the Producer was
to ¿s interest g ’ a P°SÍtÍ°n Was not

Lord Milverton, in the course of a highly entertaining 
response, paid tribute to the invaluabfe work drae fo? 
the cocoa trade by the Cocoa Association of London 
and suggested that the record attendance at the" r' 
was a measure of the cocoa industry’s appreciation 
thereof. He congratulated the Association on 0" 
re-openmgofthe_Cocóa Terminal Market. He himself

♦See Circular, January, 19517page3^ ----------------
fSee Circular, October, 1950, page 251, 

was convinced of the value of incentives. He did not 
believe in political parthenogenesis, and the planners’ 
paradise. The romance of trade, he said, was still 
present in the world. Youth was the same as ever, 
and the spirit of man, unaltered and unappeasable, 
carried on with the same progressive dreams.

He was glad the cocoa manufacturers now had some 
freedom, and to learn—as he had been told—that the 
cocoa trade is a happy trade. It was also encouraging 
to note the presence of African guests from Nigeria, the 
Gold Coast and Sierra Leone. He welcomed the good 
news of progress towards elimination of the mealy bug 
and swollen shoot, and concluded by asking the trade 
to remember that despite apparent modem belief to the 
contrary, the customer is always right; to blend 
philanthropy with profit ; and to recognize that the 
essence of success in all walks of life is timing.

Mr. Lloyd Owen proposed the toast of the Guests, 
including among those to whom he made specific 
reference Mr. J. M. du Buisson, chairman of the West 
India Committee, and Sir Errol dos Santos of Trinidad. 
Trinidad, he said, a centre of cocoa research and develop­
ment, was far more important than its production 
would indicate.

Sir Errol dos Santos, replying on behalf of the guests, 
endorsed Mr. Cope’s suggestion that there should be a 
more stable price for cocoa ; the variations which had 
recently taken place were most disconcerting to the 
producer. He felt that it should not be beyond the 
capacity of the Cocoa Association of London to devise 
some means of stabilizing prices. He looked forward to 
impressive results from the work now in progress at the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, and would 
like to see more London men visiting the cocoa producing 
areas.

The health of the chairman was proposed by Mr. W. 
rietcher, M.P., who commented on the spirit of comrade­
ship which pervades the commodity organizations, 
and with which no-one was more fully imbued than Mr. 
Eionel Cope.

{Continued from page 127)
like most other oilfield areas, Trinidad has its rich 
patches, but, unlike other such areas, by far the greater 
part oi its potentially productive oil country is of 
margina value, and can only be commercially developed 
m conjunction with the better than average pay zones. 
One of the first effects of rising costs or of rising taxation 
is piogressively to eliminate the poorer classes of oil 

fr°m tbF economic range. Once eliminated, 
uch areas can only be revitalized by decreasing costs or 

increasing crude oil prices.
arJ^De °fJea^ °J course, familiar to any who 
Tn-do erned With industries based on wasting assets, 
meni J + importance that its funda-
general nOblfo sfh<^ld equally appreciated by the 
to the f<f Tnnidad> while it is absolutely vital 
tiOv sb7 PTOSperity of the col°ny as a whole that 
if a fonv W bra ‘7^’ Clear to its ^gislators. For only 
TrinidJaV1^^ and .moderate policy is pursued by 
oil indnstr new v appointed local government can the 
thus c rec°ver from the impact of the war. Only 
Colony’s Exchequer^ 1OT,gderm hiSh potential to the
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The West India Committee
------- +-------

Chairman’s Speech at the Annual General Meeting

THE annual general meeting of the West India 
Committee was held at 40, Norfolk Street, on 
May 24th, Mr. J. M. du Buisson, the chairman, 

presiding.
Rising to move the adoption of the report and 

accounts, which, having been circulated, were taken as 
read, he said :—

It is my privilege to-day to submit to the members 
of the West India Committee the annual report of the 
Executive for the twelve months ended April 30th, 1951. 
There the Committee’s many and varied activities are 
fully recorded. I also submit the audited statement 
of the income and expenditure for the year ended 
December 31st, 1950, and the balance sheet as at that 
date.

As you all know, the West India Committee has 
suffered several grievous losses since we last met. In 
September, 1950, the death occurred of our president, 
Lord Hailsham, a great public servant who, notwith­
standing the many calls on his time, and in spite of 
advancing years, retained the deepest interest in our 
affairs. Until his last illness intervened, Lord Hailsham 
was one of the most regular attenders at meetings of the 
Executive.

In that same month death also removed one to whom 
an interest in West Indian affairs was the very breath 
of life. I do not need, here, to add to the eloquent 
testimonies to his most valuable services which were 
published at the time of his death. I refer, of course, 
to Mr. James Gordon Miller, a vice-president, and our 
former chairman. We shall long remember his kindly 
presence and the generous help, both in personal service 
and otherwise, which he not only placed at our disposal, 
but which he also devoted in all manner of ways to the 
welfare of the British West Indies.

Viscount Elibank, a former president and vice-presi­
dent, died in March of this year. He was better known 
to the older generation—other interests having claimed 
him in 1936, when he resigned from the office of president. 
Nevertheless, he still maintained a lively interest in the 
West Indies, and continued his membership of the
Committee. _ , ,_ r

Finally, may I refer to one who was a valued member 
of the Executive for a great many years, Mr. A. W. 
Armour, who passed away in June, 1950.

The tributes of the West India Committee to all these 
distinguished members have been duly recorded in the 
Circular. I now propose that on this, the first occasion 
on which we have been gathered together since these 
lamentable events took place, we rise for a moment in 
token of remembrance and gratitude.

[After the meeting had stood in silence the chairman 

continued :—]
Sugar and Cigars

The year’s work, as already said, has been fully 
reviewed in the annual report and I do not ProP°^ 
repeat what I am sure you have read already, brom 

the report you will have seen that during the past 
twelve months there has been much to occupy the 
attention of the Executive. A year which began with 
many uncertainties has, I regret to say, ended with 
most of those uncertainties unresolved. Indeed, in 
some important respects they have increased rather 
than diminished. Especially is this so in the case of the 
sugar industry, the foundation on which the whole 
economy of the British West Indian colonies is and 
must long continue to be built. The position at the 
beginning of the year suggested that at least we should 
be able to count on disposing of the whole of our output 
of sugar, within the limits prescribed by the Common­
wealth Sugar Agreement, in preferential markets, even 
though, in due course, more than a quarter of it would 
have to face severe price competition. Recent develop­
ments seem to threaten even that expectation. The 
strong hopes, too, which had been centred on the cigar 
industry have received a rude setback. To-day that 
industry is faced not only with the disappearance of the 
vision of that increase in trade which could only have 
been made possible by a substantial cut in the penal 
rates of import duty maintained by the United Kingdom, 
but, on top of this severe disappointment, is now 
threatened with the removal of a substantial part of the 
existing market which, in spite of the high duties, it 
had contrived to retain in this country.

The Rum Duties

Again, we find the rum industry forced to struggle 
on in the face of a ruinous import duty rate which is 
stubbornly retained in spite of its obvious relation to 
declining revenue returns. At least we might have 
expected that an opportunity which would both have 
benefited the revenues of the United Kingdom and at 
the same time assisted the West Indian colonies would 
have been welcomed with open arms. Indeed, we 
might have been pardoned if we had hoped for much 
more. For the United Nations have all the same 
aims, and high in priority among them is a solemn 
undertaking to regard the interests of the non-self- 
governing territories as paramount—this being the word 
used in the Charter. Unfortunately this matter of the 
rum duties reveals a marked contrast between the 
conception of the United States of America and that of 
the United Kingdom of what is required in giving 
practical effect to this high aim. For whereas some 
20 million pounds sterling levied by way of duty on 
rum imported from the British West Indian colonies 
are retained by H.M. Treasury for its own benefit, 
Puerto Rico is allowed to retain the whole of the revenue 
derived from Puerto Rican rum consumed on the 
American mainland—a contrast which appears the 
more striking when it is remembered that the sum 
retained in this way by the United Kingdom is double 
the total customs revenues derived from all sources 
bv the West Indian colonies in which the rum is made.

I cannot pass on from this reference to the trading
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outlook without mentioning our apprehensions in regard 
to Canada. That great Dominion has long been a very 
good friend to the British West Indies ; but there are 
signs that the disruption of Cana da-West Indies trade 
in what is assumed to be the interests of dollar con­
servation has induced Canada to look to other markets 
to make good the damage. The action which is urgently 
needed is clear. We hope that H.M. Government will 
forthwith take steps to remove the restrictions on 
imports from Canada into the British West Indian 
colonies before irreparable harm is done. Here, may I 
point out that the claims of the West Indian colonies 
to the utmost consideration rest not only on their 
manifest needs, but also it must be remembered that 
almost everything they produce is either a dollar earner 
or a dollar saver, and the dollar situation in my view 
can only be worsened by a continuation of the steps 
which have been taken.

I hope it will not be thought, in view of what I have 
just said, that I am taking altogether too gloomy a 
view of the situation. I fully realize, as I think we all 
do, that these are worrying days for everybody, and 
there must be an inevitable tendency for the Govern­
ment and people of the United Kingdom to be heavily 
preoccupied with their own interests. At the same 
time, no one who has been in touch with British West 
Indian affairs in recent months can fail to have noted a 
growing realization in this country of the extent of 
colonial needs and of a growing desire to do something 
about them. One has only to look at the records of 
Hansard to see how much more importance is attached 
to colonial affairs to-day than has ever been the case 
before. We have, indeed, much for which to be grateful 
to Members of Parliament of all parties, while in our 
dealings with the Colonial Office we have plain evidence 
of a real desire to help. We are grateful also to the 
Press, thanks to which there must be few people in 
England to-day who have not acquired some under­
standing of our difficulties and, we hope, developed 
some sympathy with them. However much, therefore, 
the enormous weight of the problems demanding thé 
close attention of the United Kingdom may seem to 
tend to push colonial interests into the background, 
let us not be blind to the ever increasing evidence of thé 
establishment of that better understanding which must 
precede any amelioration of the lot of the British West 
Indian peoples.

Trade Commissioner Service
There remains the question as to what can be done 

by the British West Indian colonies themselves to foster 
their trade with the United Kingdom. Here we welcome 
the news that active steps are being taken at the present 
Regional Economic Committee meeting in Barbados 
to establish a Trade Commissioner Service in the United 
Kingdom, as well as to strengthen the service already 
so ably conducted by Mr. Stollmeyer in Canada—a 
service, may I add, which was inaugurated some 20 
years ago largely through the instrumentality of our 
present secretary in collaboration with a distinguished 
former member of the West India Committee, the late 
Mr. Fred Grant. We have sent a message to Barbados 
giving an assurance that we will assist the new Trade 
Commissioner in every possible way, for we see how 
entirely his work will be complementary to our own he 

discharging the functions of a Government department, 
we with the independence which has been our strength 
for some 200 years. At the same time, the establish­
ment of the Trade Commissioner Service will relieve 
the West India Committee of much routine work and 
thus enable it to concentrate on those important matters 
of policy which are the prime justification for its exist­
ence.

As to ourselves, I would once again return thanks on 
your behalf to all those who have so generously continued 
to support the West India Committee both financially 
and by personal assistance in service on the Executive, 
in correspondence and in consultation on matters of 
interest and in contributing to maintain the high 
standard of our Circular. There was some fear that 
when, in our need for increased revenue, we felt obliged 
to increase our rates of subscription, and that at a time 
when most people were feeling the pinch of rising 
expenses, a decline in membership would frustrate our 
hopes. As you will see from the report, this fear has 
turned out to have been groundless.

The Accounts
There is little for me to add, but I must call your 

attention to the accounts. In them you will see that 
there was a deficit on the year’s working of £313, bring­
ing the accumulated deficit to £8,611. I trust you will 
agree that having regard to the extraordinary demands 
on our finances, as manifested in the record of the 
year’s work, and in view of the steep increase in the 
cost of supplies and services of all kinds, your Treasurers 
have served you well.

In conclusion, I should like to refer to our secretary 
and his staff. As for our secretary, even under the 
severest pressure he seems to find time to read every­
thing and to keep everyone advised of all that is going 
on and I cannot pay too high a tribute to his work. 
But even he would find his task impossible without the 
wholehearted co-operation of the other members of the 
staff. Everyone has been working long hours with the 
greatest willingness and has earned a full measure of our 
appreciation.

I now have much pleasure in moving :—
That the annual report of the Executive Committee 

for the year ended April 30th, 1951, the audited state­
ment of income and expenditure for the year ended 
December 31st, 1950, and the balance sheet be and are 
hereby adopted.

The resolution was seconded by Sir Claud Hollis and 
carried unanimously.

Vice-President Re-elected
In moving that Sir Algernon Aspinall be re-appointed 

a vice-president for the ensuing three years, the chairman 
said : It would be superfluous for me to comment on 
the great services rendered to the West India Committee 
by Sir Algernon Aspinall. They are well known to 
you all. But I do propose in conveying what I have 
no doubt will be your unanimous approval of this 
motion to say to Sir Algernon Aspinall and Lady 
Aspinall how sorry we all are to learn of the serious 
illness from which Sir Algernon has been suffering and 
to convey our very best wishes to them both.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. J. M. Campbell
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and carried unanimously.

Mr. du Buisson Elected a Vice-President
Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott then moved that Mr. J. M. 

du Buisson be elected an additional vice-president of the 
West India Committee. In putting this proposal to the 
meeting, Mr. Cassleton Elliott said : “ I do not think 
it is necessary for me to comment upon this resolution, 
which I am sure will commend itself to every member 
present. We all know how wholeheartedly Mr. du 
Buisson has devoted himself to the affairs of the West 
India Committee, in which he has taken the greatest 
interest for very many years. I doubt if there is a more 
regular attender at the meetings of the Executive and 
of the Treasurers and we owe him a special debt for his 
work since he was appointed our chairman two years 
ago—two years filled with particularly heavy respons­
ibilities. . ..

Mr. H. Alan Walker, in seconding the resolution, said 
he wished to identify himself with all that Mr. Cassleton 
Elliott had said. It might not be generally known that 
it was necessary on occasion for the chairman oi t e 
West India Committee to attend four or five meetings 
a week ; and Mr. du Buisson had presided over their 
deliberations with characteristic modesty.

The resolution was carried with acclamation.
Mr. du Buisson said that he was greatly honoured 

by the resolution, and by the manner m which it had 
been carried. He had not been informed that such an 
honour was to be conferred on him and in consequence 
had not had time to prepare a more adequate reply. 
He wished to stress, however, that he had not.had t 
bear all the weight of the sugar and
owing to the untiring assistance of Mr. Campbell, the 
deputy chairman, and the treasurers.

Executive Re-elections
On the proposal of Mr, E. A. Ockenden, ponded by 

Mr. G. D. Owen, the following resolution was put to the 
meeting and carried unanimously . ,

Be it Tesolved that the following eleven members 
of the Executive Committee who retire by.virtue oj 
Article VI of the Royal Charter of Incorporation b? 
areXeby elected : Mr. W J Blanchard Mr.J. M 
Campbell, Mr. J. B. Cuthill Mr. Harold de Pass Mr. 
J. M du Buisson, Mr. G. M Eccles, Mr Alex Elder, 
Mr. D. G. Leacock, Major A. A. ^athan, Mr. A.
Murray, and Mr. A. V. Speight. rarripd with

A v^te of thanks to ^e chairman, earned^ wrth 
acclamation, was proposed by Mr. H. J. g 
seconded by Sir Harold Tempany. present

In addition to those mentioned, the members present 

included the following : Ralph
r MthL C 'nTav^Mr^Perey Aapmlk (Angostura

b. G. Calder, Mr. L. C. H.Cave, 1 /Trinidad Oil Companies
Bitters (London), Ltd.), Mr. F . (Markham Traction,Ltd.),
London Committee), Mr. N S. C p 1 .Colonel H. M. Davson, Mr. Albert Cross, Mr. E. A. Davson L eut. Colone Eddie
Mr. M. A. H. Dick (internatronal (Bntis)J Transit
(United Rum Merchants Ltd.) i . w Ltd.), Mr. l
Ltd.), Mr. D. R- Ernest (J- R & Co. Ltd., British
Floissac, Mr. F. S. Gomes (G. Thomas Greenwood, Mr.
Guiana): Captain J. A. Goodwin Mr- Thomas G H l q 
H. R. Guy (G. Bettencourt & ̂ ^’¿aude Hollis, Admiral 
Henriques, Mr. Gordon D. Hodge a A r Jeffens> Mr. 
Sir Alan Hotham, Sir M Tlfridf Jacks ’eGeneral Trust Ltd.), 
O. H. Keeling, Mr. J. ^^^DC & O ) Mr, A. J. Ruthven 
Mr, A, F. Mallory (Barclays Bank D.C. & J

Murray, Mr. W. C. Pettman (Lambert & Butler), Mr. A. Moir 
Reid, Dr. Ganish Sawh, Mr. H. P. Sheldon, Mr. N. P. Sherlock, 
Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart, Mr. George A. Thompson (Jonas Browne 
& Hubbard Ltd.), Captain R. A. Thorburn, Mr. F. A. Welti, Mr. 
L. B. Whitaker, Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Wood.

Sugar Discussions with Cuba

Strong Protest from Australia
'T’he following resolution was carried at the annual 

conference of the Queensland Cane Growers' Council 
held recently at Innisfail, North Queensland

“That this conference, representative of the whole 
of the cane growers of Australia, records its strong 
objections to the action of the United Kingdom Govern­
ment in negotiating secretly for some months with Cuba 
regarding a guaranteed purchase of Cuban sugar by the 
United Kingdom.

“ That this conference is of the opinion that the 
carrying on of such negotiations by the United Kingdom 
without advice being given to the Dominions and 
colonies as parties to the Empire Sugar Agreement 
was most improper, and contrary to the whole spirit 
of the Empire Sugar Agreement. In view of the manner 
in which the Empire sugar producers have treated the 
United Kingdom in regard to price and other matters 
since the introduction of the bulk purchase of sugar 
by the United Kingdom in 1939, this action can hardly 
be considered conducive to the maintenance of Empire 
unity.

“ That this conference endorses the action of the 
Queensland Cane Growers’ Council in seeking the 
suppoit of the Commonwealth and State authorities and 
of the British Empire Producers’ Organization in pro­
testing most vigorously against the failure of the British 
Government to take the Empire sugar suppliers into 
their confidence.

“ That this conference records its appreciation of the 
co-operation of the Commonwealth and State Govern­
ments in lodging protests on behalf of the industry, and 
expresses the hope that the United Kingdom Govern­
ment will appreciate the grave dangers to the Empire 
marketing arrangements inherent in the United King- 
dom’s negotiations with Cuba.

FROM A LONDONER’S NOTEBOOK 
(Continued from page 128)

guarantee The main difficulty of the negotiations 
to' the position of China, which as one of the 

victorious allied powers ought to be a party to the 
victorious a F But Britam has reCognized
treaty with J P . the legitimate government of 
the Communis Foster Dulles has instructions not to 
China, while Mr to the treaty,
admit the signatu f th gg s the authority of

island of ^™5Sl dstatesyto make peace with Japan



134 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR June, 1951

Sea Island Cotton

Cramping Effect of Purchase Tax
Considerable anxiety is being felt concerning the 

future for West Indian Sea Island cotton. Before 
the war a very satisfactory trade had been built up in 
men’s shirtings, knitted underwear, hosiery and similar 
things in the British home market. Since the war 
although strenuous efforts have been made to resuscitate 
the trade they have met with only partial success. 
The requirements of the export drive necessitated con­
centration on export markets, where the goods were 
previously comparatively unknown, while in home 
markets sales were limited by quota restrictions and, 
owing to the price, all goods made from Sea Island 
cotton are compelled to bear 66 per cent purchase tax. 
This has had the effect of drastically reducing sales in 
the home market since the price at which the goods have 
to be sold places them beyond the reach of the majority 
of purchasers.

It is true that a limited export trade has been built up 
shirtings with the U.S.A, but even here 

difficulties exist since for such a trade to function 
satisfactorily an available home market is essential in 
order to enable surplus cloth unsuitable for export to 
find an outlet.

Nevertheless until the current year very limited 
outlets in the home market continued to be found 
Recently, however, the great and rapid rise in the price 

i4.ra^ Islai?d cotton to spinners has completely 
altered the position, inasmuch as it automatically 
involves corresponding increases in the purchase tax.

Actually the rise is due to the prices being paid by the 
Raw Cotton Commission for Egyptian cottons. West 
Jnffian Sea Island cotton is purchased on contract by 
the Raw Cotton Commission at prices arranged in 
advance each season which are very considerably 
lower than those at which the cotton is being resold 
to the spinners, the object of the Commission here being 
^ Preserve the parity of Sea Island prices with those of 
Egyptian cottons.

+aS to kill the demand for
goods of this type in the home market since the great 
rise in price of the cotton, to which must be added the 
ever-mcreasmg cost of manufacture owing to rising 
sho!!/?“’ haS made the retail Prfces °f men's Sea 

Island cotton garments practically prohibitive. Actuallv 
we understand that several important firms which 
formerly specialized in garments of this sort have now 
discontinued production.

Outlook Serious
optiook is therefore serious since without available 

outiets in this country to cushion the export trade the 
latter cannot be expected to develop.

°f the admission of Sea Island goods 
into the utility range, which is free of purchase tax has 
been repeatedly discussed, so far without results’ It 
kffittpdPrnttthat reC^nt revised schedules for utility

It is true that an expanding export trade has since the 
war been built up in voiles, tissues and similar material 
from Sea Island cotton, but even here it is being ham­
pered by purchase tax since a home market is essential 
to cushion the export trade; the fabrics are very 
attractive and the possibilities of expansion in the home 
market are great, but once more the excessive prices 
are a handicap.

It is also true that there has been considerable increase 
in the trade in laces made from Sea Island cotton but 
both this and the trade in voiles use only the finer 
growths, while both depend on women’s fashions, which 
are always liable to sudden changes. In any event 
they do not provide a satisfactory opening for the 
coarser growths, which make up a considerable fraction 
of the whole crop, the natural opening for which is in 
men’s shirtings and similar materials.

Need for Special Consideration
The situation is disquieting. We understand that 

recently a deputation from the English Advisory Com­
mittee of the West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association 
was received by the Board of Trade and represented the 
seriousness of the position : it is hoped that it may 
have some effect. Sea Island cotton is an important 
item of export from a number of West Indian islands 
and in the case of some, notably Montserrat and Nevis, 
it is the principal export upon which their prosperity 
and solvency depend.

In the circumstances we think that the case needs 
special consideration. The cotton is the finest in the 
world. Its present position has been built up over 
many years by constant and unremitting attention, 
assisted by the best scientific advice available. Surely 
it is unwise for the Government to persist in adhering to 
a policy which must almost inevitably result in the 
extinction of the industry if it is not modified. It can 
brmg no advantage to the Exchequer of this country 
since the amount it produces in the way of purchase 

ai?i1S event sma^ by United Kingdom standards, 
wmle it the home market disappears any revenue derived 
Irom it automatically disappears, also ; it is hampering 
the development of export trade owing to the absence of 
the home market to cushion sales ; it brings no benefit 
to West Indian producers since they do not under 
existing arrangements get any share of the difference 

e ween the price at which their cotton is being pur­
chased and the very much higher prices (nearly double 
m many cases) at which it is being resold to spinners, 

oreover if the industry should collapse the islands 
e^e chief staple—some of which are already

grant aided—-must become an increased charge upon the 
t ?dd tO the burdens of the already over­
taxed British taxpayer.

C^Z'HU1:>SCnft\On- f°r Membership of the West India 
Committee, wh h ls tayaUe Qn dect.J^ ,s 
the md;md,ua[s and £5 5s. for firms, etc. In

J ^td^ elected on or after July 1st the 
stbwriW^ tS 15S’ and in that °ffirms d 12s- W- 
Subscriptions are renewable on January 1st 
isetZibll^^ m™ber °f th^ West India Committee 
her anno ,t£e.^£embers^P on compounding his, or 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s.
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B.W.L Economic Committee
------------------I------------------

Trade Relations with Canada

THE British West Indies Regional Economic Com­
mittee, recently formed in pursuance of Recommen­
dation 9* of the Conference on Closer Association 

of the British West Indian Colonies held at Montego Bay 
in September, 1947, met in Barbados on May 16th and 
following days. Although the official report is not yet 
available, it is clear that the proceedings were of more 
than usual interest, particularly where they concerned 
the new British West Indies Trade Commissioner 
Service in the United Kingdom and Canada, the question 
of trade relations between Canada and the United 
Kingdom, and the mission, led by Mr. Arthur Bottomley, 
M.P., which went to Jamaica and Barbados to discuss 
the negotiations that had been taking place between 
the British Government and Cuba about imports oi 
Cuban sugar and cigars.

The Trade Commissioner Service
All the representatives of the British West Indian 

colonies present at the meeting agreed that it was 
advisable to proceed with the establishment of the 
Trade Commissioner Service forthwith, and the hope 
was expressed that a start would be made m London 
before the end of 1951. In response to an mqmry 
the West India Committee telegraphed the message 
to which reference was made by the 
speech to the annual general meeting reported elsewhe 
ffi this issue. The message was warmly received and 

acknowledged.
Canada-B.W.I. Trade Relations

Evidence of growing dissatisfaction in Canada with 
the trend of the Dominions trade with the British 
West Indies culminated in an announcement on May 
9th bv Mr Howes, Canadian Minister of Irade an 
Commerce, that the Canadian Government had ensured 
the purchase of 75,000 short « ra^
in each of the years 1951, 1 ^^„+0 with other
prepared to enter into similar arrangements wrth <othe 
traditional suppliers of non-preferentia sugm to 
Canadian market, total imports ^^^he three 

years“ Howefwhereas Canada^ 

SSSgaSsg

as “
»SeTCiRCULAR, October, 1947, page 224. 

urgent request should be made to the United Kingdom 
authorities for “ an immediate and substantial relaxa­
tion of the currency restrictions at present imposed 
on trade between Canada and the West Indies, sufficient 
to meet the full requirements of Canada-West Indies 
trade.” It was further resolved “ that the Government 
of Canada be requested to agree to the immediate 
despatch of a delegation appointed on the recommenda­
tion of this Committee to confer with the Government 
of the Dominion with the object of preserving the happy 
trade relations between these territories and Canada 
which are now seriously threatened” and, finally, that 
the Governments of the United Kingdom and Canada 
be requested to agree to the attendance of members of 
the delegation ... at the meetings of the Trade 
Liberalization Committee and the meetings of the 
Canada-United Kingdom Continuing Committee.

It was agreed that the delegation should consist ot 
four representatives of the British West Indian legisla­
tures and one nominee each from the ^c°7°Tra^ 
Chambers of Commerce and The British West Indies 
Sugar Association. The original intention to proceed 
first to Canada was altered in favour ofr visiting the 
United Kingdom for prior discussions with His Majesty s 
Government. The British West Indies Sugar Associa­
tion decision to be represented in London was delayed 
pending assurances that there would be nothing to 
conflict with the resolve of the Commonwealth sugar 
producers not to enter into any separate negotiations 
in relation to the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement.

Mr. Bottomley’s Mission
On May 14th Mr. Arthur Bottomley, M.P., Secretary 

for Overseas Trade, left London by air as leader of a 
mission from the United Kingdom to the British 
West Indies. The object of the mission, which included 
Mr C. G. Eastwood, of the Colonial Office and Mr . . 
Keelv of the Ministry of Food, was to explain the United 
Kingdom-Cuba negotiations involving the import into 
the United Kingdom of Cuban sugar and cigars and to 
iearn the views of the British West Indies thereon. The

• 'nn railed first at Kingston, where a forceful memor

■”'“25Cuba would have on the Jamaica cigar industry 
the losses to workers and manufacturers which

K. ~ SS«« .<«...

tatives of the Region AccOciation jointly in public 
British West ^dies Sugar As^ciation^ 
session. To them Mr. beyond the end
proposals in regard to sug greater quantity of
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must in any case be bought from non-prefeiential sources 
during that period. Moreover, His Majesty’s Govern­
ment were prepared to give adequate guarantees for 
all the sugar the Commonwealth could produce up to the 
end of 1953 within the over-all limits of the quantities 
laid down in the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. In 
reply, the Hon. Albert Gomes, Minister for Labour, 
Industry and Commerce, Trinidad and Tobago, spoke 
forcibly on the general political situation ; the Hon. 
Harold Robinson, chairman of the British West Indies 
Sugar Association described the chequered history of the 
sugar industry from the time of the first world war and 
dwelt on present West Indian fears arising from the 
negotiations which Canada had completed and the 
United Kingdom were apparently about to complete 
with Cuba, and their effect on the value of the prefer­
ential market and the prospects of an international 
sugar agreement ; the Hon. D. B. Sangster, Minister of 
Social Welfare, Jamaica, demanded the abandonment 
of the proposed agreement between the United Kingdom 
and Cuba, and the Hon. H. D. Shillingford, of Dominica, 
spoke of the needs of the citrus industry.

It is hoped that the official report of the proceedings 
in Jamaica and Barbados will be available to enable a 
fuller account to appear in the next issue of the Circular.

On his return to London, Mr. Bottomley met repre­
sentatives of the Commonwealth sugar producers in 
London. No report of the proceedings at this meeting 
was issued but it is understood that it consisted of a 
frank exchange of views in defence of the United 
Kingdom Government’s proposals on the one hand and 
concerning the perilous situation arising therefrom on 
the other.

The Pictorial Pages

THE photograph reproduced on the first of the pictorial 
pages was taken at the Horse Guards Parade during 

the Trooping the Colour ceremony on June 7th in honour 
of the King’s official Birthday. Princess Elizabeth, who 
is Colonel of the Grenadier Guards, took the salute on 
behalf of His Majesty, who has been ordered a month’s 
complete rest. She wore a scarlet tunic with the sash 
of the Order of the Garter, a dark blue riding skirt and a 
black bearskin tricorn.

The second of the pages shows the new Swedish liner 
Patncza passing through Tower Bridge. She is the 
largest vessel ever to enter the Pool of London, where she 
is acting as a floating hotel for the many passengers she 
has brought to the Festival of Britain. The ship passed 
through the bridge stem first as she would not be able 
to turn round in the Pool.

containing molasses (item 69a), reduced from 15 to 10 
per cent ad valorem ; cocoa beans (item 77a), from 
gl.50 to $1.00 per 100 lb. ; bananas (item 98), from 
50 cents per stem or bunch to 50 cents per 100 lb. • 
unstemmed tobacco, n.o.p., for use in the manufacture 
of cigars (item 142 (b) Ex (i)), from 20 cents to 15 cents 
per lb ; stemmed tobacco (item 142 (b) Ex (ii)), from 
30 cents to 22| cents per lb. ; and grapefruit juice 
(item 152 (/)), from 15 to 10 per cent ad valorem.

Torquay Tariff Negotiations

Canadian Concessions
The White Paper* which recently appeared in con­

nexion with the tariff negotiations held at Torquay 
from September 28th, 1950, to April 21st, 1951, was 
reproduced in the Board of Trade Journal on May 12th.

Details of the new tariff rates, which are not given 
in the White Paper, are contained in schedules which 
have been made available for consultation at the 
regional offices of the Board of Trade, at the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce (14, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London, S.W.l) and at the principal provincial 
Chambers of Commerce.

Tariff concessions made by the United Kingdom con­
sist of “ bindings ” on goods of which 1949 imports were 
valued at ¿3,500,000 and of reduced rates of duty on 
goods of which 1949 imports were valued at ¿4,300,000.

In only one case did the United Kingdom agree to 
reduce a margin of preference below the minimum level 
which had been guaranteed in existing trade agreements 
with other Commonwealth countries. This was in the 
case of dried figs, of which imports into the United 
Kingdom from the Commonwealth are stated to be 
negligible.

On goods imported from Commonwealth countries 
into the United Kingdom, the value of the total imports 
of which amounted in 1949 to ¿300,000, there will be 
an incidental reduction of preference margins con­
sequent on reductions which the United Kingdom has 
agreed to make in the most-favoured-nation rates of 
customs duty.

Out of imports from the United Kingdom into other 
member countries of the Commonwealth which covered 
preferential items amounting in value to ¿392,000,000 in 
1949, items to the value of ¿7,000,000, or 1.8 per cent, 
were affected by reduction of preference.

As regards the colonies the White Paper states:—
Colonial interests were represented through the 

United Kingdom Delegation at Torquay and colonial 
f5OverPments were consulted on such points as arose 
affecting their interest in the preferences they enjoy in 
other Commonwealth countries. The reductions in these 
preferences were few, and the majority were unimportant. 
No concessions were offered on colonial tariffs and con­
sequently there were no changes in colonial tariffs.”

The necessary instruments to implement changes in 
the tariff consequent upon the negotiations at Torquay 
have yet to be laid before Parliament. Detailed notice 
of such changes will be published as they are imple­

A report on the Torquay negotiations from the 
anadian point of view has appeared in the issue of 

foreign Trade of May 12th. They are considered by 
the Canadian Minister of Trade and Commerce, the 
kl non. C. D Howe, to have been a marked success.

Items on which Canada has agreed to a reduction 
rate of duty, in which the 

British West Indies have an interest, are cattle feed 
____ (Continued in preceding column)

Torauîv Tariff Negotiations, with Text^ftS
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The Birthday Honours

rpHE Birthday Honours contained the following names 
r of West Indian interest:—

G.C.M.G.
Sir Thomas Ingram Kynaston Lloyd, K.C.B., 

K.C.M.G., Permanent Under Secretary of State, Colonial 
Office.

K.C.M.G.
Mr. Geoffrey Fletcher Clay, C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., 

Agricultural Adviser to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

D.B.E.
Professor Lillian Margery Penson, Vice-Chan­

cellor, London University.
[Professor Penson represented London University w“®n 

Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, was installed as Chancellor 
of the University College of the West Indies, at Jamaica, in
February, 1950.]

K.B.E.
Mr. John Leonard Worlledge, C.M.G., Director 

General of Colonial Audit. . 9
[Mr. Worlledge was Auditor of British Guiana from 1932 to 

1936 and then Auditor-General of Jamaica from 1936 to 19 .J

knights bachelor
Mr. Oswald Lawrence Bancroft, Colonial Legal 

Service, Chief Justice, Bahamas^
Mr. John William Cox, C.B.E., Speaker of House of 

A mTdot^ Leacock, for public services in 

B“Stafford William Powell Foster Sutton 

C.M.G., O.B.E., Colonial Legal Service, Chief Justice 
designate, Federation of Malaya.

C.M.G.
Mr. Robert Edmund Alford, Colonial Administra­

tive Service, Financial Secretary, Zanzibar
Mr. Ambler Reginald Thomas, Establishment and 

Organization Officer, Colonial Office.

C.B.E.
(military division)

Brigadier Edwin Kenneth Page, D.S. ., ”
M.C., Commander, Caribbean Area.

C.B.E.
Mr. Alfred Francis Adderley, for public services 

"mr^Simon Bloomberg, lately Collector General, 

^Mr^ Robert Karl Nunes, for public services in 

Jamaica. o.B.E.
Mr Httrfrt Nathaniel Critchlow, General Secre- 

tai Guiana Labour Union, British Gmana
Sr. Frederick Eutrobe Degazon LL^ Com 

missioner for Reconstruction, St. Lucia, 
Islands. C/-»qttntc Gilbert, Colonial

sport, Barbados. Gunter for public services
Mr. Geoffrey Campbell uunilk, f

in Jamaica. Donald Rowland Knowles,
The Reverend Canon vonald

for services in the Diocese of Nassau in the Bahamas. 
Mr. Gerald Beverley McLean Liddelow, Colonial 

Assistant Commissioner of Police,Police Service, 
Trinidad.

Mr. Vincent 
Guiana.

Roth, for public services in British

M.B.E.
Samuel Lauchland Athill, I.S.O., for public 

services in Antigua, Leeward Islands.
Mr. Walter Randolph Bertrand, Acting Assistant 

Superintendent of Public Works, Grenada, Windward 
Islands. . .

Mrs. Edna Bishop, for welfare services in Barbados.
Mrs. Augusta Elvira Darmanie, for voluntary 

welfare services in Trinidad.
Mr. Gregor Andrew Duruty, Supervisor, Class 1, 

Customs and Excise Department, Trinidad.
Mrs. Winifred Gladys Gibbons, for welfare services 

in Bermuda.
Mrs. Persis Greig, Superintending Shorthand lypist, 

Office of the Comptroller for Development and Welfare, 
West Indies.

Mr. Francis Vere Dewhurst Griffith, for meteoro­
logical services in Antigua, Leeward Islands.

The Reverend George Oughton Walder Hicks, 
Presbyterian Minister, Cayman Islands, Jamaica.

Mr. Herbert Anglin Jones, Headmaster, Rollmgton 
Pen Elementary School, Jamaica.

Mr. Arthur Charles Langlois, Deputy Director 
of Public Works, Bahamas. .

Mr. James Nathaniel Meighan, District Com­
missioner, British Honduras. .

Mrs. Marjorie Sands, for voluntary social services 
in the Bahamas. . ,Sheik Mohammed Shakoor, for services to the 
Trade Union movement in British Guiana.

Miss Edele Evelena Johnson Tucker, for welfare 
services in Bermuda.

M.B.E.
(honorary)

Reverend Brother John Mark Jocoby, Instructor, 
St. John’s College, Belize, British Honduras.

IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER
Mr John Laird Dawson Gibson, former Collector of 

Customs, Shipping Master and Registrar of Shipping,

Bermuda. B.E.M.
(military division)

Eldon Leigh Stewart, Band Sergeant Major, 
Jamaica Military Band.

COLONIAL POLICE MEDAL 
(for meritorious service)

Leonard Nanco Alfonso, Inspector, St. Lucia 

^WMoUsyuvester Ashley, Assistant Superin-

L rSZ aS» b”X«S Inspector, I— Con- 

StaSTANHy0PE Billyeald, Detective Superintendent, 

BSo“^ “d “S

Police Force. (Continued on next page}
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West Indies Sugar
Grants for Workers’ Welfare Schemes

Jn the House of Commons on April 18th, the Minister 
of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. John Dugdale, 

supplied the following information in a written answer 
to a question by Mr. Parker, who had asked the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies what sums of money out 
of the price paid by His Majesty’s Government for West 
Indian sugar since the recent negotiations had been set 
aside for the Labour Welfare Fund ; and for what 
purposes that money had been expended in the different 
West Indian territories.

Mr. Dugdale replied : As a result of consultations 
in 1947 it was decided that three reserve funds, of which 
the Labour Welfare Fund is one, should be set up in 
each of the colonies concerned. Payments at the follow­
ing rates are being made at present under local legislation 
into welfare funds for sugar workers :—

Antigua, St. Lucia, British Guiana, Trinidad—10s. per 
ton of sugar exported.

St. Kitts—20s. per ton of sugar exported.
Jamaica—5s. per ton of sugar exported.
Barbados—9s. lOd. per ton of sugar produced.
Expenditure from these funds is being directed to the 

following purposes :—
Antigua : Thirty-three cottages have been built for 

sugar workers, and loans totalling £36,000 have been 
issued to other workers for erecting their own houses.

St. Kitts : The fund committee has decided to con­
centrate on rural housing for sugar workers. £4,800 is 
being spent for building experimental houses, £1,458 
for sanitary latrines in individual houses, and £250 has 
been loaned for lighters to transport sugar-cane from 
Nevis to St. Kitts.

St. Lucia : A scheme for malaria control in sugar 
areas has been implemented.

British Guiana : Expenditure has been sanctioned for 
the development of 24 areas for rehousing workers on 
sugar estates, and for the sinking of artesian wells to 
supply pure water. Loans are being made to workers 
for building their own houses. Part of the cost for 
training 12 persons for social welfare work on sugar 
estates is also being met from the Fund.

Jamaica : The erection of 17 medical clinics has been 
approved, nine of which have been completed, and 
extensions have been made to four existing clinics. 
Eight ambulances have been bought and two more 
have been ordered. Nine resident nurses have been 
appointed. Dentists have been provided for eight 
clinics. Water supplies and electric light have been 
provided for estates and community centres. Grants 
have been made for projectors and for a mobile film 
unit for educational and recreational purposes in sugar 
areas. Grants have been made to sugar estates to meet 
part of the cost of constructing cottages for the workers.

Trimidad: No disbursements have been made from 
the Fund ; but it is intended to use it to make loans 
to sugar workers for the erection of houses, and to assist 
in the promotion of social services.

Barbados: Loans are made to sugar workers for 

erecting or repairing houses. Playing fields and com­
munity halls have been constructed.

The sugar price is negotiated annually by the Ministry 
of Food with all Commonwealth producers. The 
1951 price is £32 17s. 6d. a ton. The 1950 price was 
£30 10s. a ton.

Shooting in the Colonies

The National Rifle Association announce that the 
1950 annual rifle match for the “ Duke of Gloucester’s ” 
Challenge cup was won by Barbados, with an aggregate 
score of 1,104. Jamaica claimed second place with 
1,083, thereby winning the “ Lord Wakefield ” Bronze 
Medals. The revolver match for the “ Lynch-Staunton” 
Challenge Cup was won by Jamaica with an aggregate 
score of 328.

Small-Bore Results
The National Small-Bore Rifle Association state that 

in the colonial small-bore matches for 1950, the aperture­
sight section was won by Jamaica, with 1,585 points 
out of a possible 1,600, the Falkland Islands taking 
second place with 1,576. The open-sight section was 
won by Kenya, with 1,516 points, Jamaica being second 
with 1,502.

West Indian Sugar Production

The following statement of the estimated production 
of sugar for the quota year ending August 31st, 1951, 
summarizes the latest information received by the West 
India Committee :—

Tons Tons
Barbados ... ... 180,350 Windward Islands—
Jamaica ............... 275,000 St. Lucia..............  9,940
Leeward Islands— St. Vincent ... 2,700
Antigua ............... 23,000 British Guiana ... 184,776
St. Kitts ... ... 44 000 British Honduras ... 1,800

Trinidad & Tobago 155,000 -
Total ..............  876,566

The Barbados figure includes the equivalent in tons 
of raw sugar of production in the form of fancy molasses.

{Continued from preceding page)

Harris Lowell Bodden, Sergeant, Cayman Islands 
Constabulary.

Clyde Wilfred Foster, Sergeant, St. Lucia Police 
r orce.

Joseph Benjamin Gooden, Sub-Inspector, Jamaica 
Constabulary.

Edmund Ronald Harrison, Inspector, Jamaica 
Constabulary.
“o CL.INTON Johnson, Pay and Quartermaster, 
British Guiana Police Force.

Lotimus Joseph, lately Inspector, Grenada Police 
r orce.

Francis Norman Miles, Superintendent, Jamaica 
Constabulary.

Charles Stewart Panton, Assistant Superintendent, 
J amaica Constabulary.

Walter Venia Samuels, Inspector, Leeward Islands 
Police Force.
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Colonies and the Festival

West Indian and Bermudian Representatives 
'The United Kingdom Government has invited all 
* colonial territories to nominate unofficial repre­
sentatives to attend the Festival of Britain from July 
9th to 30th. During their official stay in Britain these 
visitors will be guests of the United Kingdom Govern­
ment, and, in addition to visiting the Festival in London, 
will go to Edinburgh and Oxford.

They will be officially received on July 9th by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. James Griffiths, 
and on the following day will be entertained to tea by 
the Prime Minister and attend an official reception at 
Lancaster House. They will, if His Majesty s health 
permits, be received by the King on July 11th and will 
be present at the Royal Garden Party on July 12th.

During the first week of their stay they will meet 
and hear addresses by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs (Mr. Herbert Morrison), the Chancellor ot the 
Exchequer (Mr. Hugh Gaitskell), the Minister of 
Defence (Mr. E. Shinwell), the Secretary of State for 
Commonwealth Relations (Mr. P. C.
and the Chief of the Imperial General Staff (Field
Marshal Sir William Slim). ,

July 17th will be devoted to a tour of the South Bank 
Exhibition, lunch at the Royal Festival Hall, a river 
trip to the Exhibition of Architecture at Lansbury, 
Poplar, and a concert at the Festival Hall in the1 evening.

The visit to Edinburgh will start on July 19th, the 
guests staying at Cowan Hall, the Edinburgh mver y 
hall of residence. They will go to Oxford on Ju y 
and return to London on July 27th. On July 28t 
the party will visit Hampton Court and have ^PP^m 
the Orangery. A special service will be held m est 
minster Abbey on July 29th.

The West Indian and Bermudian delegates are .
Bahamas : Mr. A. K. Soiomon, C.B E., and Mr A-H. 

Pritchard. Mr. Solomon is President of the Legislat 
Council, and Mr. Pritchard is Speaker of the House 

Assembly.
Barbados : Mr. G. H. Adams, and Mr J. D. Chandler. 

Mr. Adams is Leader of the House of Assembly and a 
Member of the Executive Committee. Mr. Chandler 
President of the Legislative Council.

Bermuda : Mr. W. S. Cooper, O.B.E and MrM . • - 
Zuill. Mr. Cooper is a Member of the /f^ive 
Council and a former Member of the House of Assemb y. 
Mr. Zuill, a former Member of t'cHouseof A ® raj 
is an authority on Bermuda and the author of severa 

books on the colony. „
British Guiana : Mr. W. O. R. Kendall and Mr. T. 1 

Thompson. Mr. Kendall is the elected Member for 
New Amsterdam on the Legislative Council and^a 
member of the Berbice Chamber o o ' 
Thompson, a retired head teacher in Demerara and 
Berbice, is a nominated Member of the Legislative 
Council. Since 1943 he has been President of the 
British Guiana Village Chairmen s Conference.

British Honduras: Mr. W. H. Courtenay O.B.E 
and Mr. J. A. Smith. Both are unofficial Members ot 

the Legislative Council.

Dominica : Mr. G. Austin Winston, an elected Member 
of the Legislative Council.

Grenada : Mr. J. F. Fleming, O.B.E., an elected 
Member of the Legislative Council.

Jamaica'. Sir Harold Allan, O.B.E., J.P., Mr. L. L. 
Simmonds, and Mr. D. J. Judah. Sir Harold Allen, 
Minister for Finance in the Executive Council, has 
represented Portland, the parish of his birth, in the 
Legislature for 15 years. Mr. Judah is a nominated 
Member of the Legislative Council. He was chairman 
of the Boards of Management of the Alpha Academy 
and St. Joseph’s Training College from 1942 to 1950, 
and has been on the Board of Governors of the Institute 
of Jamaica since 1939, being chairman from 1946 to 
1949.

Leeward Islands : Mr. E. H. Lake and Mr. R. L. Brad­
shaw, elected Members of the General Legislative 
Council for Antigua and St. Kitts respectively.

St. Lucia : Mr. G. Gordon, C.B.E., an elected Member 
of the Legislative Council.

St. Vincent : Mr. G. A. McIntosh, an elected Member 
of the Legislative Council.

Trinidad- Mr. B. S. Maharaj, Mr. N. W. Tang, and 
Mr R. A. Joseph, O.B.E. Mr. Maharaj is an elected 
Member of the Legislative Council. Mr Tang is 
Minister of Health and Local Government, and Mr. 
Toseph is Minister of Education and Social Services.

To coincide with the Festival of Britain, special 
Colonial displays have been arranged at the Imperial 
Institute in London, and the Colonial exhibits which 
are a normal feature of the Institute’s exhibition galleries 
have been brought up to date and in some cases com­
pletely redesigned. Two special displays at the 
Institute will be the Colonial Exhibition Focus on 
Colonial Progress which has been touring the country 
but will be housed at the Institute until the end of 
the year, and a selected exhibition of traditional Colonial 
art The exhibition was visited by the King and Queen 
on May 24th, when Mr. A. E. V. Barton, secretary of 
the West India Committee, was m attendance, :and wi 
be open to the public from May 25th to September 30th 
Arranged by the Colonial Office with the co-operation of 
Colorimi governments and many experts in Britain the 
exhibition of traditional art is intended to demonstrate 

means of the finest available examples-a number 
of the Colonial cultural traditions whose products rank

At man’s greatest artistic achievements. The 

inp’craftwork by means of pottery, baskets, textiles 
g and so on. The exhibits, many of which 

jewellery and so’ ° seen Britain> have been 
have never b WOrld—from the territories
loaned from a British Museum, the Royal
Sc^M^ and from private collectors in England 

and abroad.

As we go to
p^ASuation in the island from getting out of 

hand.
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Pleasure Island

An Invitation to Jamaica
MISS Esther Chapman prefaces the new book* on 

Jamaica for the production of which she is respons­
ible by a long list of acknowledgments to collaborators 
and helpers.

Without detracting in the least from the tribute 
paid to these ladies and gentlemen, first credit for the 
success of this attempt to provide a handbook which 
should be both informative and readable must be given 
to the editing. The manner of presentation of the 
matter contained in the volume is admirable. The 
essence of a ‘ pleasure island ” is entertainment. Miss 
Chapman and her collaborators have not only provided 
an entertaining book, but one which must surely fill 
the intending visitor with anticipation of entertainment 
to come.

The deft insertion in the general description of hints 
in regard to points of detail which often embarrass the 
stranger is another indication of the care and under­
standing with which the volume has been compiled.

The usual tourist information is relegated to an 
appendix at the end, where it is handy for reference. 
Ihe appendix also gives a useful bibliography for 
readers who wish for more detailed information on 
particular aspects of the Jamaican scene; also a 
selection of recipes for Jamaica food dishes and drinks.

Ihe mam body of the compilation, while not a 
travelogue is written in an agreeable style suited to the 
deck chair traveller. In an introduction Miss Chapman

•A background for the reader’s imagination
with the statement that “ the sun shines three hundred 
and sixty-five days every year in Jamaica.” Three 
fn the St°ry °f Jamaica’s history
in fact and legend. Three more deal with the geography 
climate and topography of the island. F y’
■ Ik“ (°UTS “^nnation and advice on housekeeping 
m the island and an account of the cultural activities 
fostered mainly by the Institute of Jamaica, after which

tU?S to the discussion of
Jamaica folklore, language, proverbs and place names 
• J, thus Provlded with the power of appreciat-
ng what he or she is to see, is then informed of the 

places to go to, and what to do when there—whether
?h See!?^’ * sport or 8ames> or for an orgy of 

shopping. There is good advice on what to wear and 
information, for those interested, on the flora and 
ÍrZtÍma"’ Ja“

hotelTis the location of th^
hotels is quite effective for its purpose, but a better

J *0* enhance

Copies of the Jamaica Handbook 1950 are now 
the+ Jühboations Department of the 

40’ Norfolk s"-'’ w.c.2,

mittee at Hs post free ainaWe from West India Com-

Colonial Appointments

JJecent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following:—

Armstrong, W. H. R. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Trinidad), Superintendent of Police, Barbados.

Belizaire, C. E. (Assistant Superintendent of Works, St. 
Vincent, Windward Islands), Assistant Engineer, Public Works 
Department, British Honduras.

Billyeald, S. (Superintendent of Police, British Guiana), 
Senior Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.

Earle, A. L. (Executive Engineer, Public Works Department, 
British Guiana), Water Engineer, Grade II, Water Development 
and Irrigation Department, Northern Rhodesia.

Fitchett, W. C. D’Oyen- {Crown Counsel, Jamaica), Resident 
Magistrate, Jamaica.

Foreman, R. A. (District Lands Officer, Jamaica), Assistant 
Commissioner of Lands, Jamaica.

Gale, L. A. (Clerk of Courts, Jamaica), Resident Magistrate 
J amaica.

Hutchings, C. D. (Senior Agricultural Officer, Jamaica) 
Deputy Director of Agriculture (Extension Services), Jamaica.

O Connor, K. K. (Attorney General, Kenva), Chief Justice, 
J amaica.

Outram, L. H. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Trinidad) 
Superintendent of Police, Trinidad.

Rerrie J. I., M.R.C.S., D.P.H. (Medical Officer (Health), 
Jamaica), Senior Medical Officer (Health), Jamaica.

Smellie, R. N. (Assessor, Department of Income Tax and 
Stamp Duties, Jamaica), Principal Assessor, Department of 
Income Tax and Stamp Duties, Jamaica.

Symes Miss J. (Assistant Matron, Jamaica), Matron, Kingston 
Public Hospital, Jamaica.

Swaby Miss G. H. (Public Health Nurse, Grade II, Jamaica), 
Sister Tutor, Kingston Public Hospital, Jamaica

Wattley (L H., M.D., M.R.C.P., D.T.M. & H. (Medical 
Officer, Grade B, Trinidad), Medical Officer, Grade A, Trinidad.

Weber, W. R. (Superintendent of Police, British Guiana), 
Senior Superintendent of Police, British Guiana
M^IL??’ W’ S ’tM D ’ M.R.C.P. (Medical Officer, Jamaica), 
Medical Specialist, Jamaica.

New Appointments
Harney, Miss M. M., Nursing Sister, Antigua.
Munro, Miss M. A., Nursing Superintendent, Grenada.

°A;°A2-CH’ W' (Medical Diploma, University of Warsaw), 
Medical Officer (temporary), General Hospital, Barbados.

SMITH, R T„ Sociological Research Officer, British Guiana.
Szekely Miss I Assistant Matron, Mental Hospital, Trinidad 

{ DTiM' & (Hamburg), (Medicinal Universal 
Doctor Charles University, Prague), District Medical Officer 
(temporary), Leeward Islands.

Trinidad Cocoa : Rise in Prices

. The April issue of The “ G-G ” Review reports a sensa- 
“XJ ““P, m local cocoa Prices- on March 3rd, from 

Per (11° lb'> for “ Plantation ” kinds to 
$56.00, and from $38.00 to $52.00 for “Estates and 
Ordinary. This is a record price for the cocoa market 
in Inmdad.

Jute Bags to Cost More

A notice m the Board of Trade Journal of May 26th 
reports increased selling prices, by the Jute Control, of 
raw jute, cuttings, hessians and bags, in adjustment of 
selling prices to replacement costs.

The Control’s selling price of 10 oz. 40 in. Calcutta 
hessian will rise by 33s. 9d. per 100 yards to 175s. 3d. 
The price of B twills will nse by 189s. per 100 bags, 
rimL “™sac,ks by 21°s- and those of other sorts by 
similar, but not identical, proportions.
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British Industries Fair
---------------♦--------------

West Indies and British Guiana Display

THE British Industries Fair opened this year on 
April 30th and continued until May 11th.
As is now usual, the Commonwealth Section was 

located on the ground floor at Earl’s Court, by the 
Warwick Road entrance. This is a very commanding 
position, since the plan of the hall is that of a broad­
based triangle, with the Warwick Road entrance at the 
apex. There is thus no way to the other exhibits save 
by passing through the Commonwealth Section. As the 
West Indian display occupied the whole of one side, 
and part of the opposite side, of one of the main avenues 
through the section, it could hardly have been given a 
position of greater prominence.

The photograph on this page gives a general view 
of the West Indian stands as seen by the visitor on 
entering the building. The exhibits on this side of the 
avenue were those of British Guiana, Jamaica, the Sea 
Island Cotton Association, and the Windward Islands. 
Opposite to the two latter, and not seen in this photo­
graph but shown overleaf, were the Barbados and 
Trinidad and Tobago exhibits.

It will be observed that on this occasion the design 
of the exhibition stands was such as to emphasize the 
depth, a plan which had many advantages and 
considerably increased the number of visitors who 
could get a close-up view of the exhibits at one time. 

It did, however, have the disadvantage that several 
photographs, from different angles, had to be taken to 
give an adequate impression of each display, and as 
these cannot all be reproduced in the space available 
the illustrations by no means do justice to the over-all 
excellence of the arrangements.

One was prepared, at the outset, for shortcomings, 
for late arrival of exhibits, aggravated by peristalsis 
at the docks and the insouciance of transport workers, 
had made the task of those responsible for staging the 
display one of more than usual difficulty. It was 
therefore most pleasing, at one’s first visit to the Fair, 
to be told by two regular critics that in their opinion 
“ the show ” was “ the best ever.” Later, as the belated 
exhibits arrived and quietly and unostentatiously 
replaced their substitutes, “ the show ” came quite 
into its own and well merited the praise bestowed by all.

The object of participation in the Fair, however, is 
not to acquire praise, but to give world-wide publicity 
to the products which the British Caribbean colonies 
can produce so successfully, to the opportunities for 
enterprise, and to the facilities available for those who 
would like to enjoy a holiday in the most beautiful and 
pleasing surroundings the world can provide. All this 
was done, and the official reports which have already 
been prepared for dispatch to the colony governments
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and exhibiting organizations bear testimony to the 
interest aroused.

A feature that was noticeable this year was a broaden­
ing of interest on the part of the general public. Maybe 
the fact that the design of the stands encouraged a 
closer inspection of the less spectacular items had much 
to do with this, but undoubtedly the British public are 
slowly awakening to the fact that the Caribbean colonies 
have more to contribute than they have known of in the 
past, and the proportion of visitors who made but a 
cursory inspection after admiring the fruit and flowers 
was much smaller than usual.

The Jamaica stand, as will 
be seen from the illustra­
tions, again featured an 
outstanding fruit exhibit, 
comprising grapefruit, 
oranges, limes, tangeloes, 
ortaniques, uglis, mangoes, 
and bananas of both the 
Gios Michel and Lacatan 
varieties. The return of the 
uglis, which had been 
omitted in 1950, was duly 
noted by visitors.

Much fruit, nowadays, 
goes into cans, bottles and 
jars, representative speci­
mens of which will be 
observed opposite to the 
fruit at the entrance to the 
stand. There were orange 
slices and sections, tomatoes, 

prunes in syrup, orange and tomato juice, bitter orange 
marmalade, guava jelly, candied peels and Pickapeppa 
sauce. Ranged beside these was a logwood exhibit, show­
ing the wood and dyeing materials with specimens of 
dyed yarns and materials of wool, cotton, jute, linen and 
nylon ; chrome leather, sheepskin, horsehair and 
erinoid buttons. Wool and chrome leather dyed with 
fustic were also featured. Specimens of Jamaica 
handicrafts occupied the remainder of the space avail­
able on this part of the stand and part of the wall behind. 
These included sets of embroidered table linen, em­
broidered straw baskets, sandals, hats and mats ; hand­

bags, of which Her Majesty 
the Queen admired and 
accepted two; and fancy 
wooden articles—bowls, 
cigarette and cigar boxes, 
workboxes, photo frames, 
trays and cocktail mats. A 
large and typical sample 
of rock gypsum and a photo­
graph of the Bellrock wharf 
drew attention to this im­
portant Jamaican industry. 
The centrepiece of the stand 
was a model of the globe 
showing the position of 
Jamaica. This was backed 
by a fascia composed of 
various Jamaican timbers 
and surmounted by a large 
framed map of the island 
with pictorial indications
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of the location of the various industries. Samples of 
interesting primary products of the colony, which in­
cluded ginger, honey, amber, yellow crystallized sugar, 
Blue Mountain coffee, cocoa beans and pimento, were 
prominently exhibited, and displayed on the left and 
right of the centrepiece were copies of the pamphlet 
Invest in Jamaica and the tourist booklet.

Flanking the centrepiece were two brightly illuminated 
arrays of recessed shelves, each surmounted by the 
badge of Jamaica in colour, supporting, on the one side, 
labelled bottles and flasks of the principal brands of 
Jamaica rum, and on the other side boxes and cartons of 
the principal brands of Jamaica cigars.

On side shelves to the left were samples of grapefruit 
and other juices, citrus pomace, and oil of sweet orange ; 
on side shelves to the right an embroidery exhibit by the

■M

tburium lilies, as can be seen 
in the photograph, made a 
most attractive centrepiece. 
Once again the Caribbean 
Flower Co., K.L.M., and 
Moyses Stevens Ltd. of London 
combined with success to 
deliver the flowers in perfect 
condition. A plaque in a 
bamboo frame, with a perfect 
reproduction of a lily flower in 
beaten copper, on temporary 
loan from a pilot in British 
West Indian Airways, can be 
seen at the foot of the cluster 
of lilies. This was also much 
admired, and would, it is 
suggested, make a useful 
memento of Trinidad for the 
tourist trade.

The display behind the 
lilies was in three parts—

vu x... .x.x, grapefruit in the centre ; and
citrus products, guava jelly, coffee, fancy wooden traysJamaica Women’s League. Samples of various types of 

sugar-cane adorned the walls, and a olaaue bearing 
particulars of British West 
Indian sugar production was 
prominently displayed.

Mention must be made of an 
extra exhibit—not the produce 
of Jamaica but the property 
of a product of Jamaica 
a Don Bradman cricket bat, 
autographed by the England 
and West Indian teams of 
1950, loaned by Alan Rae 
a gesture of interest in Jamaica 
and the Fair which was much 
appreciated both by the 
organizers and by visitors; 
and of an exhibit which was 
not on view but was inquired 
after by a number of visitors 
—food yeast.

The Trinidad and Tobago 
stand occupied a corner site 
and was of irregular shape, 
of which full use was made for 
effective display. The An-
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and shirts manufactured in the island from Sea Island 
cotton and St. Vincent broadcloth on the right. The 
cocoa exhibit was on instructive lines and showed all 
stages m the transformation of cocoa into chocolate- 
cocoa pods as cut from the tree ; cocoa beans prepared 
or export , roasted beans ; cocoa nib ; the ingredients 

ot chocolate—nib, sugar and cocoa butter ; the finished 
couverture ; and boxes of Black Magic Chocolate as 
finally put on sale.

A model of a typical oil-field 
installation, surmounted by the 
illuminated Regent petrol sign, 
flanked the main display on one 
side ; a panorama of the Asphalt 
Lake and of an asphalt road in a 
residential area, with specimens 
showing typical forms of asphalt 
and typical uses to which it is 
put, flanked the display on the 
other side. The central feature 
was the rum exhibit, a brightly 
illuminated array of bottles and 
flasks of branded Trinidad rums 
and Angostura bitters, sur­
mounted as in the case of the 
Jamaica exhibit with the badge 
of the colony. To the left were 
samples of Trinidad sugars and 
canes and a plaque with par­
ticulars of British West Indian 
sugar production, and to the right 
samples of Trinidad and Tobago 
handicrafts, above which were 
displayed a map of the British 
West Indies and charts indicating 
Trinidad sugar and oil production, 
and trade statistics.

The British Guiana exhibit was

set off by a polished floor 
of wallaba timber and a back­
ground displaying panels of 
wamara, purpleheart, crab­
wood and greenheart with a 
skirting of mora sleepers. A 
central display featured baux­
ite and various aluminium pro­
ducts obtained therefrom. 
These ranged from aluminium 
ingots to finished castings and 
utensils, from crude and refined 
chemicals to paints and from 
refractories to abrasives. A 
rice exhibit, which arrived too 
late to be incorporated in the 
general arrangement of the 
other exhibits, in fact acquired 
admirable prominence, as can 
be seen in the photograph, by 
its position on the wallaba 
floor at the front of the stand. 
Consisting of rice in the loose 
and in packets, it attracted 
much attention not only from 
the rice-starved British public

. but from overseas buyers who
would like to take lots of it.

The left side of the stand was devoted entirely to 
sugar and rum, the right side to handicrafts. Photo­
graphs on the walls displayed the grandeur of the British 
Guiana landscape and the logging technique applied in 
the forests of the territory. Demerara sugar and 
Demerara rum were emphatically featured, the brilliantly 
illuminated cask of rum, in particular, being noticeable
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from very far away. The handicraft section, comprising 
samples of Amerindian work besides examples of the 
cottage and rural industries of the colony in general, 
made a great impression. The straw work—baskets, 
bags, belts, sandals and ornamental fancy articles— 
was greatly admired, and some of the articles were 
chosen to be placed on permanent exhibit in the galleries 
of the Imperial Institute. The jewellery, good though 
it was, was hardly representative of the beautiful work 
which can be produced. Shirts, and wooden fancy 
articles, were shown, and a selection of agricultural pro­
ducts which included jams, guava jelly, settled lime 
juice, distilled lime oil, and padi pops. The reaction of 
visitors to the latter indicated that they would command 
a ready sale if they could be introduced to this country.

On this occasion Barbados participated in the Fair, 
and provided an elegant exhibit featuring the sugar 
and rum industries, the pottery and other local industries, 
and the tourist attractions of the island.

As in the case of the British Guiana display, the central 
feature of the rum exhibit was a full-size cask. A 
point of interest here, which is clearly visible in the 
photographs, was the different style of hooping used 
in the two cases. It may be remarked that this small 
point did not escape the notice of some visitors, a fact 
which justifies the great attention to matters of detail 
which is insisted upon by Mr. Souness and his assistants. 
Though quite a number of visitors recognized some of 
the Barbados brands which were on display, there were 
general expressions of regret that Barbados rums are so 
seldom seen in the inns and taverns of this country.

The exhibit of canned fancy molasses attracted great 
attention, and there can be no doubt whatever that the 
publicity accorded to this product at the Fair will result 
in a large number of inquiries from local grocers.

Chief interest in the minor industries and handicrafts 
exhibit centred on the tortoiseshell work, and the turtle- 
shell so prominently displayed on the wall attracted 
the special notice of Her Majesty the Queen. The Queen 
was also greatly interested in the conch-shell lamp, 
which did indeed show to great advantage. The seed 
cotton, as always, received special attention from lady 
visitors. , . _ . , ,,

The large pictorial map of Barbados which formed the 
central feature of the tourism display, the flying nshes, 
and the photographs of methods of catching the flying 
fish, and of places of interest in the island, made a very 
effective show. These attractive advertisements of the 
charm of the West Indies invariably lead to the same old 
question : What about passages ? Each succeeding hair 
emphasizes the dissatisfaction of the holiday-hungry 
British public with the present state of the United 
Kingdom-West Indies travelling facilities.

The Windward Islands once again staged an attractive 
display composed of exhibits from Grenada St. Lucia, 
St Vincent and Dominica. The keynote of this display 
is always the same—allurement. Whereas the other 
exhibits all present some outstanding feature to com­
mand attention at the outset, the Windward Islands 
present an assortment of items which entice, rather than 
demand, attention.At the last Fair Princess Margaret and the Duchess 
of Gloucester chose a beach hat and a bag, respec ive y, 
from the Grenada handicrafts section This year the 
Queen succumbed to the temptation set before her and 

chose two beautiful bags. Nutmegs and mace again 
featured strongly in the Grenada exhibit, and the 
examples of the various grades which were on view 
aroused much interest. If it may be permitted, in a 
review such as this, to make a suggestion, one could 
wish that each year the colony would make a point 
of sending fresh specimens of the nutmeg fruit in 
formalin. Very few people, even among interested 
buyers, appreciate the botanical relationship of nutmeg 
and mace or the difference between the natural and the 
commercial product. The apricot-like fruit, enclosing 
its brown nutmeg kernel surrounded by the scarlet 
network of mace, makes a striking exhibit of con­
siderable value in focusing attention. The specimen 
which has now done duty for several years has so faded 
as to become un-noticeable.

The St. Lucia display featured sugar, embroidered 
straw hats, nets, baskets and sandals, tortoiseshell and 
horn ornaments and various products among which 
tamarind syrup and falernum liqueur attracted attention.

The sisal and straw bags and mats, painted shell 
ornaments and brooches, and the arrowroot exhibit 
from St. Vincent were again objects of much attention, 
and free samples of the latter and descriptive literature 
were distributed. A sample of St. Vincent Sea Island 
cotton which could be freely handled by visitors to give 
an idea of its beautiful texture proved to be a great 
attraction and large numbers of visitors took away 
with them a copy of the leaflet on St. Vincent cotton. 
Cocoa beans ; cotton-seed and coco-nut oils ; nutmegs 
cocoa and golden apple jellies ; mammee apple jam and 
mango chutney were also on view.

Limes, lime marmalade and lime juice cordial were 
again a strong feature of the Dominica display, and 
citron and lemon peels and bottled banana and paw­
paw the two latter a novelty to most visitors, were 
much discussed. Fruit juices and syrups, sisal mats, 
baskets and bags were again exhibited ; mounted cotton 
bolls ; and last, but far from least cigars.

The central feature of the Sea Island cotton exhibit 
was the model of a lady in an effective afternoon dress 
of Sea Island cotton material, against a background of 
Nicosa fabric and flanked by draped lengths °f the same 
material in different patterns. Although the textile 
section at Earl’s Court was judged to be better than 
ever before, visitors were heard to describe the dress 
as being the best shown at the Fair. There was also an 
array of men's and ladies’ garments (including shirts 
and pyjamas made in Trinidad from Sea Island material 
wovcn in the United Kingdom), handkerchiefs scarves 
and so on. Queen Mary again chose handkerchiefs 

fr°A new departure at this Fair which interested all 
visitors to "^Th^s“

kindly’prepared for the by ^Xhe^lint
Industries Research Association, showing 
lengths of the two mam varieties of Sea Island cotton, 
in comparison with lint lengths of Egyptian, Sudan, 
LX and Indian types. The second caseprovided 
bv Fine Spinners and Doublers, Ltd. showed tne 
stages in preparation for spinning, and spun yarns 
of sta Island cotton up to what the trade calls 420 s 
(200 miles to the lb.). The third contained halcostat 
Ss of combed hilos of Sea Island seed cotton,
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again compared with similar halos of seed cotton from 
Egypt, India and America.

Samples of raw cotton of various Sea Island types 
were also on view, and a large container held a generous 
supply of combed Sea Island cotton sliver provided by 
Mr. Ian Oliver. This was freely distributed to visitors 
who much appreciated the texture and feel, as well as 
the beauty and lustre, of the cotton, and gladly retained 
the samples handed to them.

Copies of an article on Sea Island cotton, recently 
compiled by Sir Harold Tempany, chairman of the 
Advisory Committee in England of the West Indian Sea 
Island Cotton Association, for a British West Indies 
supplement of the Overseas and Transatlantic Mail, as 
well as a supply of the committee’s advertising literature, 
were freely distributed, and an up-to-date list of users 
of the Sea Island cotton trade mark was issued when 
desirable to trade inquirers.

The attractive tourist literature available on the 
Barbados, British Guiana, Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago stands was in much request, and there was a 
certain distribution of the brochures issued by the 
governments of Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago on 
opportunity for industries in those colonies. These, 
being prominently displayed, attracted the attention 
of numbers of visitors and afforded considerable 
opportunity for discussion of the facilities available.

There was also literature relating to special products 
exhibited by the various colonies. The recipes for 
drinks including rum and Angostura bitters are always 
popular, and handsome leaflets and pamphlets were 
available in the case of all the colonies concerned. On 
this occasion there were several visitors anxious to have 
rum bottle labels. One enthusiastic collector claimed to 
have examples of all the labels on view, except two. 
Of these he took careful note with a view to obtaining 
bottles of those brands of rum to acquire the labels.

Informative leaflets on bauxite and the products 
derived from it, and on British Guiana timbers, were 
distributed at the British Guiana display. At the 
Trinidad and Tobago stand there was literature relat­
ing to asphalt. Pamphlets telling the story of arrow­
root and of Sea Island cotton were distributed from the 
Windward Islands stand.

The Royal visit to the Fair took place on the morning 
of May 1st, and the Royal Party spent upwards of 
25 minutes in the West Indies section after being 
received at the Trinidad stand, where they began their 
tour, by Mr. J. M. du Buisson, chairman of the West 
India Committee, with Mi. A. E. V. Barton, secretary of 
the Committee and Mr. W. Lambert, the Committee’s 
special representative in charge of the exhibits. The 
King and Queen inspected every stand in the British 
West Indies section and expressed admiration of the 
attractiveness of all. Queen Mary again made a special 
point of closely inspecting the Sea Island cotton exhibit.

On this occasion the British Industries Fair sub­
committee of the West India Committee consisted of 
Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, Mr. Lauchlan Rose and Mr. A. 
Ruthven Murray, while Sir Harold Tempany acted on 
behalf of the Advisory Committee in England of the Sea 
Island Cotton Association. The direction of the work 
and the organization of the stands were again in the

Distinguished Visitors

Visitors to the British West Indian exhibit 
* at the British Industries Fair included :—

His Majesty the King.
Her Majesty the Queen.
Her Majesty Queen Mary.
T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester.
H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent.
Rt. Hon. Sir Hartley Shawcross, M.P. 

(President of the Board of Trade).
Rt. Hon. P. C. Gordon-Walker, M.P. 

(Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations).

Rt. Hon. J. Dugdale, M.P. (Minister of State 
for Colonial Affairs).

Mr. T. F. Cook, M.P. (Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies).

Sir Charles C. Woolley (Governor of British 
Guiana).

Vice-Admiral Sir Arthur Bromley (Cere­
monial Secretary, Colonial Office).

Sir Errol and Lady dos Santos, Trinidad. 
Mr. Maurice Cave, Barbados.

capable hands of Mr. T. Souness, assisted by Mr. L. 
Wyatt, with Mr. G. A. Roberts who was also in attend­
ance at the exhibit throughout the period of the Fair. 
The West India Committee has again to thank Roosen 
Silks Ltd. and T. J. Poupart, Ltd. for much assistance. 
Mr. W. Lambert, late Superintendent of Police, St. 
Lucia and Grenada, was in charge of the British West 
Indian exhibit throughout the period of the Fair, and 
gave much useful assistance in the subsequent compila­
tion of records of inquiries. Mr. E. A. Bishop and Mr. 
C. S. Husbands, both of Barbados, presided at the 
Barbados stand ; Mrs. Marie M. Bayley and Mr. C. P. 
Ashurst, District Commissioner, Essequibo, were in 
charge of the British Guiana display ; Mrs. Carmen 
Manley and Miss Enid Douglas, of Jamaica, were in 
charge of the Jamaica stand ; the Trinidad and Tobago 
exhibit was presided over by two Trinidad officials— 
Mr. P. I. Blanc, deputy controller of Customs, and 
Mr. E. R. Arindell, assessor, Inland Revenue; the 
Windward Islands display was in charge of Mrs. L. 
Richardson and Miss R. George of Grenada; and 
Mr. T. B. Hoe, secretary to the Advisory Committee 
in England of the British West Indian Sea Island 
Cotton Association, assisted by Mrs. Enid Thwaites 
and Mr. Augustus Newton, was in charge of the Sea 
Island cotton exhibit.

1952

The Director of the British Industries Fair at the 
Commercial Relations and Exports Department of the 
Board of Trade is already engaged with preparations 
for the next Fair, to be held in London and Birmingham 
from May 5th-16th, 1952.

The general regulations for exhibitors, and forms of 
application for space at the Fair, were issued early in 
June.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ 'JO-MORROW is de burden ob de fool.”

* * *
The cost-of-living index figure in Trinidad on May 

1st, 1951, was 235, compared with 233 as at April 1st.
* * *

Lady Hemming, widow of Sir Augustus Hemming, 
celebrated her 100th birthday anniversary on May 18th. 
Sir Augustus was Governor of Jamaica from 1898 to 
1904.

* * *
Lady Rance, wife of Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of 

Trinidad and Tobago, arrived in England in the Golfito 
on May 24th. She was accompanied by her daughter 
Miss E. M. Rance.

* * *
A twelve cents postage stamp is being issued in St. 

Lucia this month to commemorate the reconstruction of 
Castries, which was largely destroyed by fire in 1948. 
The stamp shows a phoenix rising from the burning 
buildings of the town.

* * *
The first two printings of The Traveller s Tree, in which 

Patrick Fermor describes a journey through the Carib­
bean, are now exhausted. The third printing, we are 
informed, is now ready, and the price has been increased 
from 21s. net to 25s. ‘ Copies may be obtained from the 
West India Committee at 26s. post free.

* * *
Mr. F. C. Catchpole has been appointed labour 

adviser to the Development and Welfare Organization 
in the West Indies. Mr. Catchpole, who is on his way to 
Barbados, has been North Midlands deputy regional 
controller of the Ministry of Labour since April, 1947, 
with headquarters at Nottingham.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Mr. Donald Bam, Mr. 
C. S. Burke, Sir Errol dos Santos, Mr. L. kloissac, Mr. 
L. A. Hares, Lieut.-Commander C. H. Hayward, Mr. 
C. A. Jack, Sir Wilfrid Jackson, Mr. John Mawes, Mr. 
Nobert Nyack, Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, Mr. Robin 
Stuart, Lieut.-Colonel F. Wood.

* * *
Mr. A. Wigglesworth, who, we regret to learn, died 

at Eastbourne on May 27th, at the age of 86, was the 
well known sisal expert, and a director of many sisal 
companies. He was also a member of the Vegetable 
Fibre Committee of the Imperial Institute, a member of 
the Council of the London Chamber of Commerce and 
chairman of the Ross Institute Industrial Advisory 

Committee. * * *
Mr. Donald Bain, secretary of the Tnmdad and 

Tobago Tourist Board, arrived m England on May 24th 
as the guest of the British Council. He is ere; 
connexion with the Festival of Britain, an in a 
to visiting the exhibition at South Bank and the PJea,su 
Gardens at Battersea Park he will visit other Festival 

centres, studying problems regarding transport, hotel 
accommodation, etc. Mr. Bain will leave for Trinidad 
about the middle of July.

* * *
On the night of October 16th last, Cave River, in the 

parish of St. Ann, Jamaica, burst its banks, and the 
village of Cave Valley was rapidly flooded to a depth 
varying from 18 ft. to 40 ft. Three families were 
marooned in the centre of the village, and a number of 
people were in imminent danger of being drowned. 
Police officers, aided by civilians, rescued a family of 
nine by means of an improvised raft, and at Woodleigh, 
in tbe parish of Clarendon, more than 30 men, women 
and children, also trapped by flood waters, were success­
fully rescued. As a sequel to these incidents it is 
announced in tbe London Gazette that the King has 
approved the immediate award of the Colonial Police 
Medal for Gallantry to Police Constables Titus Josiah 
Walteis and Charles Pengelley Wallace, both of the 
Jamaica Constabulary. Mr. Leonard Charles Kirby 
received the M.B.E., and Mr. Eric Alexander Levy 
the B.E.M. Seven civilians and three police officers 
received the King’s Commendation for Brave Conduct.

* * *
A special issue of The Farmer, the journal of the 

Jamaica Agricultural Society, deals with methods of 
handling citrus fruit when harvesting so as to reduce 
the proportion of fruit which is rej ected for export. What 
not to do and what to do are both clearly illustrated by 
captioned photographs and slogans so admirably pre­
sented as to leave no doubt whatever of the lesson they 
are intended to convey.

* * *
The photographs are from an excellent educational 

film recently prepared at the West Indian Film Training 
School, in which citrus farmers are shown in the act of 
harvesting fruit by bad and good methods of which a 
ore-view was recently given in London by the Informa- 
tion Department of the Colonial Office. This maintains 
the high standard which now characterizes the agricul­
tural extension work being carried on in Jamaica.

A New Trinidad Directory

Trinidad—Who, What, Why was recently published 
in Port-of-Spain, by Mr. L. S. Smith, at $2.50.

The volume is divided into four parts : public lite, 
people, business, and sport, the second of which—a 
who’s who with many illustrations occupies nearly 

haThe editor, “ to increase reading interest ’’ has 
arranged the second and third parts of his work m 
sections and “ the alphabetical order omitted —to 
quote his preface. In consequence it is sometimes 
necessary to search many pages in order to discover a 
required name. The directory would have been improved 
had the conventional arrangement been followed.
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Obituary
Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 
x death of the following :—

Lieut.-Col. A. E. Beattie
Lieut.-Colonel Alexander Elder Beattie, C.M.G., 

C.B.E., M.C., who died at Gibraltar on April 15th, while 
on holiday, will be remembered as the Administrator 
of St. Vincent from 1941 to 1944. In the latter year he 
returned to England and was appointed Colonial Office 
Regional Welfare Officer for Scotland and North-East 
England, serving in that capacity for the next three 
years.

From 1949 he was temporarily re-employed on special 
service by the Colonial Office and did valuable work in 
connexion with the “ Colonial Month ” in London and 
with the subsequent “ Colonial Weeks ” in the Prov­
inces when part of the exhibits shown in London were 
sent on tour.

The elder son of the late Major Alexander Beattie, 
he was bom at Stirling Castle in 1888. He enlisted in 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in 1906 and was 
gazetted to the Queen’s Royal Regiment two years 
later. During the 1914-18 war he served in operations 
on the Nigeria-Cameroon frontier, where he won the M.C.

On leaving the Army in 1922 he entered the Colonial 
Administrative Service and held appointments in the 
Falkland Islands, Cyprus and Gibraltar.

Sir William Goodenough
Sir William Goodenough, Bt., who died at his home 

in Gloucestershire on May 23rd at the comparatively 
early age of 52, was chairman of Barclays Bank from 
1947 until February of this year, when he resigned owing 
to ill-health. S

Sir William had taken a close interest in Barclays 
Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) since 1933, 
when he became a director. Four years later he 
became its deputy chairman, and in 1943 its chairman 
on the death of Sir John Caulcutt. He relinquished 
this post in 1947, when he was appointed chairman of 
Barclays Bank.

Although he devoted great energy to his bank, Sir 
William found time actively to support many worthy 
causes. He had been chairman of the Oxfordshire 
County Council and was a Deputy Lieutenant of the 
county, an Honorary Student of Christ Church, and 
Deputy Steward of Oxford University. From 1931 
until 1949 he was curator of the Oxford University 
Chest. He was also chairman of the managing trustees 
of the Nuffield Foundation ; of the Nuffield Trust for 
the University Medical School, Oxford ; of the Trustees 
of Nuffield College ; of the Nuffield Dominions Trust 
Oxford ; of the Nuffield Trust for the Forces of the 
Crown; and of the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals 
trust. He was honorary treasurer of Radcliffe In­
firmary, Oxford, from 1928 to 1948. He was chairman of 
the governors of the Dominion Students’ Hall Trust
.tv f?unded bY his father with the object of 

establishing London House as a hall of residence for 
Dominion and United Kingdom students in London, 
ror a time he was joint honorary treasurer of West­
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minster Hospital in succession to his father, and was 
also chairman of the Foundling Estates.

His services in other fields were utilized by Govern­
ment departments and he was chairman of the com­
mittee set up in March, 1942, by the Minister of Health 
to inquire into the organization of medical schools. 
From 1943 to 1948 he was also chairman of the Export 
Guarantees Advisory Council of the Board of Trade. 
In recognition of his distinguished public service a 
baronetcy was conferred upon him in the New Year 
Honours of 1943.

English Harbour, Antigua

The following announcement has appeared in the West 
Indian Press regarding a new society which is to endeavour 
to raise funds to restore the dilapidated buildings at 
English Harbour, Antigua —

^he many people who have visited Nelson’s Dockyard 
in English Harbour in recent years will be interested 

to know that steps are at last being taken to repair its 
buildings, and to put the Dockyard to practical use.

A Society of the Friends of English Harbour has 
recently been established in Antigua under the patronage 
of the Governor of the Leeward Islands ; and it is hoped 
that a branch of the Society will shortly be set up in the 
United Kingdom. The aims of the Society are to repair 
the buildings, and to keep the Dockyard in good order, 
and to develop its facilities for the use of visiting yachts.

Like the Societies of Friends set up in England to 
assist in the maintenance of English cathedrals, this 
Society in Antigua will have a continuing existence. It 
hopes from time to time to undertake various activities 
which will help it to achieve its aims. The first of these 
activities is planned for 1952—a Caribbean cruise for 
yachts, sailing from Barbados and working their way up 
through the Eastern Caribbean to finish their cruise in 
Nelson’s Dockyard.

The Society is faced with a formidable task. The 
buildings in the Dockyard were surveyed in 1948 by the 
Senior Ancient Monuments Architect of the British 
Ministry of Works, who estimated that it would cost 
some £50,000 to carry out essential repairs. The Society 
does not expect to raise this vast sum of money over­
night, but it does hope to obtain sufficient support 
immediately to enable it to arrest further decay, and to 
make a modest start with repairs. It hopes that, as its 
activities develop and as the Dockyard becomes a 
centre for cruising yachts, it may gradually be able to 
tackle the larger task of restoration.

Pending the first annual general meeting of the Society 
a provisional Committee has been established in Antigua 
under the chairmanship of the Governor of the Leeward 
Islands to direct the work of the Society.

Membership of the Society is open to all people who 
have an interest in maintaining this historic and 
romantic site. Applications for membership should be 
forwarded to the Honorary Secretary of the Society, 
Government House, Antigua, with a remittance as 
under : subscribing patrons, £100 or more ; life friend, 
£25 , annual friend, £1 Is. per annum.
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West Indies at Westminster

Coloured Seamen. Mrs. Braddock asked the Minister of 
Labour how many coloured seamen had been removed from the 
shipping pool of seamen ; and what steps his Department was 
taking to obtain alternative employment for those men.

In a written answer of April 12th, Mr. Bevan stated that he 
was informed that 94 coloured seamen were recently removed 
from the unestablished register on March 7th because there 
seemed no reasonable prospect of their obtaining further employ­
ment afloat. Thirty-four were now in work ashore.

Unemployed Coloured Persons. Mrs. Braddock asked the 
Minister of Labour how many colonial and other coloured 
persons were signing on as unemployed ; and what steps his 
Department were taking to assist them to obtain suitable employ­
ment. .

Mr. Bevan, in his written answer of April 12th, stated that no 
separate records were kept of the number of colonial and other 
coloured persons who were registered as unemployed. The 
normal machinery of the employment exchange service was 
available to help them to find suitable employment.

Tuberculosis Doctors. Mr. Parker asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what steps had been taken by the Govern­
ment of British Guiana to train Guianese doctors in tuberculosis 
care, in view of the fact that the Best Hospital had only one 
doctor with 180 beds and no one to take over when the doctor 
in charge went on leave. . _ , , , ., , „

In a written answer of May 2nd, Mr. Griffiths stated that a 
medical officer in British Guiana had been chosen or raining 
in the treatment of tuberculosis, and he should be attached 
shortly to the Best (Tuberculosis) Hospital. Meanwhile, the 
officer-in-charge of that hospital had volunteered to defer his 

leave until early in 1952.
West Indies Federation. Mr. Thomas Reid asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies on May 9th if he had any 
progress to report in respect to a customs union or e 
in the West Indies. „ . ,, „ ,,

The Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr7U 
replied, said : “ As regards a customs union! would refer my ho . 
Friend to the reply which I gave him on February^14^‘ 
report has not yet been discussed by any of the Bri answer 
legislatures. As regards federation, I would refer 
which I gave my hon. Friend the Member for Accrington (Mr. H. 
Hynd) on March 14th.f The position is unchanged.

Overseas Food Corporation. Mr. Hurd asked the Secre ary 
of State for the Colonies if he was satisfied that the Ov 
Food Corporation was within the terms of the seven-year p 
gramme laid down in Command Paper No. 8125i mafang due 
provision for the continuance of agncultura re ensure
conservation work on its properties in Tanganyi ■ . there 
that the experience gained by scientists and ag colonial
could be applied to the general advancemen

a written answer of April 24th, MrJames Gri^ stated 
that he was satisfied. Those matters had jus -.—vicion was 
consultation with the chairman-designate, and
being made in theestimates for 1951-52 to continue those activities 
broadly on the present scale. The programme would be reviewed 
later in the year with a view to its stabilization for the futur .

Banana Imports. Mr. J^ner asked the Mini^
on April 9th what was the result of his negotiations with Common^ 
wealth countries for importing bananas , and bananas
any possibility of the present restrictions on the sale of bananas 

^.wmey, who replied -id : /' We ha^ agmed

85 per cent, or more at sellers option, ° J w . also con_
surplus of bananas up to the end of 195 4. , from the
tracted to take during 1951 the exP°^ the Dominica
British Cameroons and Sierra Leone and part oi tne 
supplies. The restrictions on the distribution of bananas we 
removed on April 2nd, but price control has been c .

Newsprint from Bagasse. Mr- HaroM Da\^ 
President of the Board of Trade what steps were be g 
use sugar-cane waste for newsprint manu a•——

*See Circular for March, page 60. 
fSee Circular for April, page 90.

Sir Hartley Shawcross, in a written answer of May 3rd, stated 
that he understood that experiments in the manufacture of news­
print from sugar-cane waste had taken place in the United 
States but not, so far as he was aware, in this country. While he 
would welcome any prospect of alleviating the present shortage 
of newsprint, he doubted whether any development on those 
lines which might prove practicable would bring any alleviation 
of our newsprint difficulties in the next year or two.

Coloured Workers, Liverpool. Mrs. Braddock asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if, in view of the unrest among 
the unemployed coloured workers in the Liverpool area, he would 
make arrangements for the Colonial Office Advisory Committee 
in Liverpool to meet at once.

The Minister of State, Mr. Dugdale, in a written answer ot 
April 18th stated that he knew that there was concern about 
employment among those workers. An urgent review was being 
undertaken of the possibilities of employment for each man 
affected and that was expected to be completed within a very 
few weeks. In the meantime action was proceeding about 
individual cases. As soon as the necessary material had been 
assembled, he would ask the chairman of the Committee to 
consider calling an early meeting to discuss it.

Imports from Empire and Foreign Countries Mr. 
Russell asked the Minister of Food why there had been a decline 
in the proportion by value of foodstuffs obtained from Empire 
countries as compared with foreign ; and what steps he was 
taking to reverse that trend. . r

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food Mr. 
Willey, stated in a written answer of April 23rd : Although the 
proportion by value of imports of foodstuffs from the C^^- 
wealth and the Irish Republic was lower in 1950 than in 1949 
the proportion was higher in 1948, 1949 and 1950 than in 1947 
and higher than pre-war. The facts, therefore, do not support 
the hon. Member’s suggestion. We are already buying; allrthe 
essential foodstuffs that the Commonwealth countries can send 
us and we are doing all we can to encourage them to send us 

more.” .
UK Visitors’ Personal Imports. Mr. J. Morrison asked 

the Minister of Food what was the maximum quantity of food 
which visitors to this country could bring with them from abroad , 
„„a on what principle that maximum was arrived at.

Mr Webb, in a written answer of April 30th, stated that there 
was no restriction on the amount of foods not subject to import 
hcence which visitors from abroad might bring in, but in the case 
of licensed foods visitors other than those from the Irish Republic 
might bringin up to 50 lb. That was a special licensing con-

S JnH the amount of 50 lb. had been fixed as being a reason-

S““ ““ “
and subsequent amending Notices.

a.- Crenada Mr. Peter Smithers asked the„ o^ State^or the Colonies whether law and order pre­
Secretary of btate ior m prosecutions had taken
vailed in Grenada J1 f violence to persons and property,

-d °ther "eS °f

Affairs, Mr. John Dugdale
The Minister of State stated that the Governor assured 

in a written answer of May 9th stated ^ Grenada. Up to 
him that law and ordej Freaches of the law had been 
April 30th 68 prosecutions for.oreac convicted. At that
made involving 98 Pe^sP and 123 were awaiting trial, 
date 38 cases were under inqui y, , Mental and Manual 
On May 7th the leader of Gren^ Men^ a
Workers' Union was charged tense situa.
public demonstration on April 27th m v brought from St. 
tion which had arisen, additional pohce ^ ro
Lucia and troops were flown m from Jamrn^. No

1 r o West Africa. Mr. Edward Davies asked the
Cocoa Price West Af on May 9th what was the

S^e being paM for cocoa to West African producers ,
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and how that compared with the present world marketing 
figure.

The Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. John Dugdale, 
said that the prices which the marketing boards were paying to 
producers for the 1950-51 season were : in the Gold Coast, about 
¿130 a ton ; in Nigeria, ¿120 a ton for Grade I main crop ; in 
Sierra Leone about ¿121 a ton for Grade I and Grade II.

Prices in world markets fluctuated greatly, but ruling prices 
in April, 1951, were around ¿300. Out of that the boards 
had, of course, to meet substantial charges. These include the 
commission of licensed buying agents, the expenses of transport, 
shipping and administration and heavy export duties. In the 
case, for example, of the Gold Coast, the export duties would 
amount this season to perhaps ¿55 a ton. Any profits made by 
the boards were used by them to build up a price stabilization 
reserve, or to finance research and development of the industry.

U.K.—Cuba Trade Agreement. Mr. Fisher asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what reports he had had from 
the Governments of the West Indies and Mauritius as to opinion 
in those territories on the Cuban trade agreement.

Mr. Dugdale, Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, in a written 
answer of May 29th, stated : “ The hon. Member presumably 
refers to trade discussions between the United Kingdom and 
Cuba. No new trade agreement with Cuba has yet been made. 
I have received representations from the Governments of the 
British West Indies and British Guiana recording the views of 
those Governments and opinion in those territories on the possible 
effects of such an agreement. The London representative of the 
Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture has brought fully to my notice 
the views of Mauritian interests.

“The Governments of these colonies have been informed that 
in any trade agreement which the United Kingdom may make 
with Cuba nothing will be done to invalidate the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreements negotiated in 1950, and that His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom are fully aware of and have 
much in mind the interests of the colonial territories concerned 
My hon. Friend the Secretary for Overseas Trade left London on 
May 14th on a short visit to the British West Indies to discuss 
with representatives of the colonies the negotiations between the 
United Kingdom Government and Cuba about imports of Cuban 
cigars and sugar.’’

Technical Education, Barbados. Mr. Peter Smithers asked 
1 j Secretary of State for the Colonies on May 2nd what steps 
had been taken to improve facilities for technical education in 
Barbados in view of the recommendations of the Select Com­
mittee on Vocational and Technical Training which commenced 
its work in 1946.

Mr. James Griffiths said that the Report of the Select Com­
mittee was received late in 1949 and, as its principal recom­
mendation for the establishment of a training centre involved a 

ltUre °f 334’°00 d°llars and a ^current expenditure 
ot 24,500 dollars per annum, consideration of this project was 
nf ified ]by the BajiKd°Si Government pending the completion 
of a fiscal survey of the island which was not yet ready 
bJ^a+tim%the rePorted that 109 apprentices were
being trained under the local Apprenticeship Bursaries Act • 

we5e .receiving part-time training in motor engineering, 
electricity, building and architecture at evening institutes ; and 
subit^^L^ Part-time instruction in domestic
subjects at housecraft centres or in various rural centres.

Grenada Ten-Year Development Plan. Mr. H. Hynd 
that the fOr the Colonies « be was aware
of the^en V niSentiOf Grena£a were considering the reduction 
and wheth^ Ba Plan owing to lack of local funds ;
colonvfl^ TUild C<?n^der an increased allocation for the
tbit L/iS he Development and Welfare Fund so
that social services which were of assistance to the plantation 
labourers should not be cut. F
awari^ °f May 2nd’ Mn Griffiths said that he was
aware that the Government of Grenada, like several other 
colonial Governments, had revised their Development Plan 
Sth^ -tO 1th! burden of residual recurrentexpenditure 
aiocation m ¿he question of an increased
ment and Welf7 limited Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Funds available had to be considered against 
the requirements of colonial territories in general.

Government Pensions. Mr. Dodds-Parker asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 11th why a circular 
Sfad,ePartment to colonial governments d“a“ng 
attention to the disennunatory nature of pension incite! 

made in United Kingdom Government pensions ; and whether 
he would instruct colonial governments to disregard that circular.

Mr. Griffiths said he assumed that that referred to circular 
despatches in which colonial governments were, some years 
ago, informed of the pension increases scheme sanctioned by 
Parliament for home service pensioners and were advised to 
base their own schemes on similar principles. He was not 
prepared to advise colonial governments to disregard the circulars 
in question.

Mr. Dodds-Parker then asked Mr. Griffiths if he would at 
least be prepared to advise them that he had no objection if they 
were not discriminatory.

In reply, Mr. Griffiths said that some of the governments had 
adopted schemes which varied from the one which they were 
advised to regard as a model. Whether they varied them was a 
matter for them to decide.

Mr. Thomas Reid asked Mr. Griffiths if it was not a fact that 
after the first world war, when the cost of living rose very greatly, 
all the colonies, without exception, freely granted increases of 
pension to those who had retired without any discrimination as 
to grades.

Mr. Griffiths said in reply, “ I cannot, without notice, say 
what happened at the end of the first world war, but I said that 
we were advising colonial governments of what we were doing 
at home.”

Imported Cigars (Tax). Mr. Teeling asked the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer what was the amount per year of tax obtained 
on the importation of cigars from non-Commonwealth and 
colonial sources during the three previous years to the ceasing 
of permission for such importations ; what was the tax obtained 
in each of those years from importation from Jamaican sources; 
and how far have we benefited by taxation each year since Cuban 
cigars were forbidden an import licence.

Mr. Gaitskell, in a written answer of April 24th, stated that as 
regards the first and second parts of the question, net receipts 
of duty paid in respect of cigars imported from the sources 
indicated during the financial years 1936-37 to 1938-39* were 
as follow :—

Financial 
Year

1936-37
1937-38
1938-39

Non­
Common­

wealth
£ 

388,254 
336,088 
321,087

Colonial 
{including 
Jamaica) 

£ 
2,103 
2,888 
2,007

Jamaica

2,080
2,870
1,994

As regards the last part of the question, net receipts of duty 
paid in respect of cigars imported since imports of foreign cigars 
were suspended in the financial year 1940-41* were:__

Year Duty paid 
£ 

73,045

Year Duty paid

1940-41 ................ 1946-47
£ 

734,602
1941-42 75,849 1947-48 1,207,191
1942-43 ................ 109,357 1948-49 501,140
1943-44 157,215 1949-50 590,548
1944-45 176,938 1950-51 707,000
1945-46 346,711 (estimate)
The rates of duty on 

1943, 1947 and 1948.
tobacco were increased in 1940, 1942,

Closing of Students’ Hostels. Mr. Porter asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 18th what steps he 
proposed to take in the interests of colonial students residing at 
present in the hostels to be closed by the British Council at 
Leeds and elsewhere.

for Colonial Affairs, Mr. John Dugdale, 
said that the British Council was responsible for the accommo- 
a ion o co omal students, and he was informed that it would 

make arrangements for the accommodation of any student 
3 ° *be displaced by the closing of those hostels. There
Ed“7*?/® c^onial students in residence at the Manchester 
i-h«™ k .1 ernative accommodation arrangements for four of 
nrX ^ade by the British Council. The fifth one
nnH? ti tO ïi? hlS Own flat- The Leeds hostel would not close 

J'11616 were eight colonial students residing at the 
be ml de Arrangements for their rehousing would
be made by the British Council in good time.
Friend?°ner thfn : “ Is Jt not true that my right hon.
Î2 mnn?hc Î^^red these responsibilities only

2 months ago ? If the Council are not now prepared to shoulder

*The granting of import licences for f orelg^eigars ceased on January 1st, 1940.
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these responsibilities, will he again assume responsibility for 
these students ? ”

Mr. Dugdale said that that was an hypothetical question, but 
there was every evidence that the Council were carrying out their 
responsibilities in an admirable manner.

Cost of Hostels for Students. Mr. Sorensen asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on April 18th what were the 
financial arrangements between His Majesty’s Government and 
the British Council in respect of the provision and supervision 
of hostels for colonial students ; for how many centres the 
British Council were or had been responsible to his Department ; 
for how many students accommodation by that means had been 
or was being provided ; and what was the extent and nature of 
alternative arrangements for students made by the British 
Council.

The Minister of State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. John Dugdale, 
said that a sum of ¿425,000 had been set aside from the funds 
which were or would be available under the Colonial Develop­
ment and Welfare Acts to cover the expenses of the British 
Council’s work for accommodation and welfare of colonial students 
from January, 1950, to March, 1954. That included provision 
for one hostel for men students and one for women students in 
London, and, for the present, for the maintenance of a hostel 
for men students at Edinburgh and another at Newcastle. Those 
hostels housed altogether about 300 students. Most colonial 
students lived in university accommodation or in private hostels, 
in lodgings or with families. The Council had staff and arrange­
ments for helping students to find such accommodation in every 
university centre in the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland.

In a supplementary question, Mr. Sorensen asked Mr. Dugda e 
if he was satisfied with the arrangements made some time ago 
regarding the function and power of the British Council to meet 
the needs of these students, and if he could say how often the 
British Council had reported to him on their progress in that 

^Mr^Dugdale said that he had every confidence in the British 

Council’s ability to provide this accommodation and he had no 
reason to suppose that they were not provided at that time.

Brigadier Prior-Palmer then asked Mr Dugdale . Is not 
accommodation for only 300 students grossly madequa 
of the number of students visiting this country . Dabs the 
right hon. Gentleman not realize that this is one of the most 
serious social problems of the City of London . , . •

Mr. Dugdale said that he did not consider
for students in special hostels is necessarily the ideal solution of 
the problem. It is much better for them to be housed m univers 
ities or found accommodation with families, a
Council make every effort to do that.

Legislative Council, Trinidad. Mr. Parker asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies (1) whether he
assurance that under subsection (b) of Clause , . cOuncil 
concerning the powers and privileges of the Legrsla
of Trinidad there was no intention of limiting the democratic 

procedure of lobbying Members ; clauses 5 to 8 of
(2) whether he would give an assurance m-fvileffes of the

the Ordinance concerning the powers and p g 
Legislative Council of Trinidad were not
right of members of the public and representatives of the Press 
to attend meetings of the Legislative Council providing that tney 

^hetheif he“ make a statement

to the Speaker and officers of the Legisla . -j of the
20 of the Ordinance concerning the powejs and p g d 
Legislative Council of Trinidad ; and whether he was satisnea 
that that Clause did not violate section 60 of the Orders 

"Minister of State for Colonial Affairs

replied, stated in a written answer of M y 11^ was
feel able to comment on the terms of a B 11 consideration
aware, had not been published and ld however, ask
by the Trinidad Executive Council. He would, no 
the Governor for his comments on the points raised and wo 

write to his hon. Friend in due course.
Cuban Sugar Agreement. Mr ^“¿^0^

Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relatioment in the 
tions had taken place with his Majes y sugar industry
Dominion of Canada on the consequence r agreement
m the British West Indies of the> pr°P£ed ^¿Xion of 
with Cuba, and its effects on the atti , d Cuba.
Canada to a similar agreement between Canada a

In a written answer of May 3rd, Mr. Gordon Walker said that 
no consultations had taken place. The position of the West 
Indian sugar industry under the Commonwealth Sugar Agree­
ment would be taken fully into account in the negotiation of 
any agreement which we might conclude with Cuba. He was 
satisfied that any discussions which Canada might have had with 
Cuba had been in no way influenced by the United Kingdom’s 
negotiations with Cuba.

Sugar Allocation to Manufacturers. Mr. Dodds asked the 
Minister of Food on April 23rd if he was aware that the present 
allocation of sugar to manufacturers only allowed for the pro­
duction of one 2-lb. tin of golden syrup or treacle per head of 
the population every seven months ; and, in view of the demand 
for that food, if he would state when the 10 per cent cut in 
sugar to manufacturers, made in January, 1950, was likely to be 
restored. , ,

Mr. F. Willey, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister oi 
Foodj said that the production of golden syrup and treacle was 
nearly twice what it was in 1939. When the domestic ration 
was put up last January the Government would have liked to 
restore the small cut made in 1950, but it was thought that 
housewives would rather have the sugar.

Mr. Dodds then asked : “ Is my hon. Friend aware that at 
this time of rising prices 1-lb. of strawberry jam costs the same 
as 2-lb. of syrup ? Is this not a good reason why the allocation 
should be increased as soon as possible ? ”

There was no reply. ■
Asked by Mr. Hastings how much sugar would be required to 

bring up the allocation to the soft drinks industry to the same 
percentage of the pre-war consumption as that allocated to the 
cider manufacturers, the Minister of Food Mr Maurice Webb, 
in a written answer of May 9th, stated that about 8,600 tons 
would be required.

Bagasse for Wrapping Paper

The issue of Nature dated April 14th contains a short 
notice of a booklet* recently issued by The Forest 
Research Institute, Dehra Dun, India, which deals with 
the utilisation of bagasse for wrapping paper and bag 
manufacture. It

In India, both in the sugar mills and m the gur 
industry of the villages, the bagasse is used as fuel, but 
the difficulty of satisfying India’s needs of kraft paper 
and the like for wrapping purposes and for use inmulti­
wall bags as substitutes for jute bags has turned attention 
to the possibility of using coal for fuel m the sugar mills 
and releasing the bagasse as a source of paper

The booklet sets forth the methods by which bagasse 
can be utilized in the manufacture of kraft paper and 
gives results of laboratory and pilot-plant tests of the 

m Recently, it is stated, sugar and cement factories in 
India have had to curtail or temporarily stop production 
owing to shortage of jute bags which has arisen since 
the partition into India and Pakistan.

Colonial Geology and Mineral Resources, Vol. I, No 3 
1950 contains a note on the work preparatory to the 
development of the bauxite resources of Jamaica which 
hal beS carried out by the American companies 
Reynolds Jamaica Mines Ltd. and Kaiser Aluminum 
amTchemical Corporation, and by JaJ^a $a^xrtes 
T td a subsidiary of Aluminum Ltd. of Canada. It is 
not^ considered likely that there will be any production 

of bauxite before 1952. ___________ _
-------- ------ ------ 7rWLTlpf;n No 148 : Utilisation of Bagasse for

♦Indian Manufacture. By M. P- Bhargavabetafind R. P. Bhargava. Debra Dun : Forest

Research Institute. 1950. Price, 10 annas (Is.).
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Rice in British Guiana
------------------- 4-------------------

Growth of an Important Industry

By a Special Correspondent

RICE has been grown in British Guiana for many 
years, but became economically important only 
after the importation of East Indian labour under 

indenture to the colony’s sugar estates. After their 
indenture was worked out, some of these Indians acquired 
small areas of land and became rice farmers, and the 
sugar estates, faced by a shortage of labour after the 
stoppage of immigration from India, took to giving out 
to workers free, or at a peppercorn rental, small plots 
of rice land as a reward for regular attendance at work.

A rice export trade, mainly with the British West 
Indies, was gradually built up by business firms and 
private speculators, the exports increasing from 7,700 
tons in 1913 to 27,606 tons 
in 1950, with a record 
29,100 in 1933 But with 
so many exporting agencies 
and with the processing 
controlled by no fewer 
than 175 small and often 
poorly equipped mills, it 
was difficult to maintain 
uniformity in the quality 
of the product, and com­
petition amongst the local 
purchasing agents and 
with rice from the Far East 
made the value of the 
produce uncertain from 
crop to crop.

Because of this chaotic 
state of affairs, and to 
avoid exploitation by 
speculators such as that 
which occurred during the 

Bags of Rice Ready for Shipment

1914-18 war, the Government seized control of the 
industry under the Defence Regulations when war 
was declared in 1939, and established a Rice Market­
ing Board to act as a single buying and selling organiza­
tion through which the local and export sales of all rice 
produced in the colony would be channelled.

This arrangement was so successful that after the war 
the Government, on a mandate given by representatives 
of the rice industry, established the Rice Marketing 
Board as a statutory body.

In 1945 agreements were made with the Governments 
of Trinidad, Barbados and the Leeward and Windward 
Islands for the supply of rice to those islands for a 
period of five years at fixed prices and for a further period 
of three years at prices to be negotiated.

Much of the rice in the British West Indies was 
imported from Burma. In 1942, as a result of the 
urgent need to replace the supply lost through the 
Japanese invasion of Burma, the British Guiana Govern­
ment embarked on a rice development scheme, empolder- 
ing some 11 000 acres of land between the Abary and 
Mahaicony Rivers and commencing erection of a laree 
nee mill there. Post-war difficulties in obtaining 

machinery delayed completion of the mill, which did not 
begin operation until 1948, but some milling was done 
in a temporary plant at Mahaicony. The empoldered 
area at Mahaicony-Abary is gradually being brought 
into cultivation and to-day rice is grown on about 
8,000 acres there (4,300 cultivated by the scheme and 
the rest by small farmers), about 8,600 acres on sugar 
estates land, about 6,200 acres on various Government 
land settlement schemes, and about 62,200 acres on the 
lands of small land-owners, a total of 85,000 acres. 
The Beachell-Brown Commission, which recently in­
vestigated the rice industry, reported that this acreage 
could be increased to 368,000 acres if control of the

head-waters of the main 
rivers were developed.

The Mahaicony-Abary 
rice development scheme 
has been financed princi­
pally from the Colonial 
Development and Welfare 
Fund. Tillage and reaping 
are done mechanically, and 
it is hoped to mechanize 
other operations. The 
scheme has given a great 
impetus to the mechaniza­
tion of the industry and 
now many small growers 
are using machines, either 
bought under a loan 
scheme or rented from the 
rice development organ­
ization.

At the Mahaicony-Abary 
scheme a method of under-

water tillage of fields before planting has been developed 
which results in the almost complete suppression of 
weeds and of “ red ” rice, with consequent improvement 
of yield, and enables preparation of the land to be carried 
out regardless of weather.

The soil at the scheme has been described as “ front­
land clay, the first four to six inches of the surface soil 
being dark in colour, granular in structure, and containing 
about six to seven per cent of well humified organic 
matter. Below this humic layer the soil is a uniform 
silty clay to a considerable depth. This frontland clay 
soil has developed on marine-deposited alluvium which 
is non-calcareous, quartzose, and kaolinic in nature 
and saturated with sea salts. The frontland clay soil so 
developed has been classified as belonging to the Solodi 
group of soils (degraded Solonshak).”

The mam varieties of seed used are No. 79 (used 
+ n \ ™echanical harvesting because of its strong 

stalks) DUO (used mainly by peasant farmers because 
of its high yield), 52/37 and “ Blue Stick.” 
o onn avera^e Tle^. Per acre in the colony is about 
1 ’ i P°ynds of padi or 1,680 pounds of rice, but good 
land well managed has yielded up to 4,900 pounds of
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padi or 2,940 pounds of rice.
The production during the last nine years was 

accounted for as follows :—
Used, for

Crop

seed and 
stock feed 
(estimated 
equivalent 

in rice)

Used for 
human 

consumption 
locally Exported Total

year ended long tons long tons long tons long tons
Sept. 30th 
1942 5,399 26,100 18,863 50,362
1943 5,035 25,383 18,355 48,773
1944 6,660 26,430 22,451 55,541
1945 10,243 25,708 25,809 61,760
1946 10,394 28,625 22,902 61,921
1947 7,619 30,741 22,395 60,755
1948 7,950 29,778 15,861 53,589
1949 7,300 30,653 25,591 63,544
1950 7,300 30,507 27,606 65,413
(These figures represent the disposal of rice during the years 

under review, and not the actual production, which may have 
been more or less than these figures, according to the carry-over 
or bringing-forward of stocks year by year.)

The Rice Marketing Board is commencing (in April) a 
trial shipment to Jamaica of 450 tons of high quality 
rice in 2| lb. packages ; and it is hoped that the export 
of packaged rice will increase later. .

It is likely that the British Guiana nee industry will 
expand greatly during the next few years. The Govern­
ment and the Colonial Development Corporation are 
jointly considering the formation of a corporation which 
will take over the Mahaicony-Abary Scheme and will 
take in more land and erect two additional central 
factories, one at Anna Regina and the other on e 
Corentyne Coast. x .Due to the distribution of high quality seed to farmers 
the quality of the rice produced m British Guiana is 
greatly improved. At present the quantity pro ucec 
in the colony is only enough to supply the mimmu 
requirements of the West Indian Governments who 
have contracted to buy from British Guiana, butjt 
hoped that the colony will soon be able to capture the 
whole West Indian market.

Sulphur Supplies

The Board of Trade recently announced that from 
May 1st, 1951, detailed allocation schemes for the 
distribution to industry of sulphur and sulphuric acid 
will provide for the most effective use of these com­
modities in the national interest. These schemes are 
based on a consumption of sulphur at the rate of 
approximately 100,000 tons per quarter.

In general, this will mean that users will receive 
supplies varying between 80 and 90 per cent of their 
total 1950 consumption. In the case of the super­
phosphate industry, however, allocations will remain 
at the present level of approximately two-thirds of 
capacity.

In the House of Commons on May 1st, in reply to a 
question on the use of nitric instead of sulphuric acid 
m the manufacture of agricultural fertilizers, Mr. 
Hervey Rhodes said the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research had carried out experiments in the 
use of nitric acid in the production of phosphatic 
fertilizers and the industry had been informed of the 
results. The industry themselves had also been 
experimenting on similar lines.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
May production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 261,960 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad Ltd. Produc­
tion for the four weeks ended May 28th was 411,932 

barrels.
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. me 

crude oil output for May was 251,830 barrels.
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of May 

crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 519,913 barrels.
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

SUGAR Strike. Our correspondent, Miss Helen 
Goodwin, writing from St. John’s on May 10th, 
states : “ The Antigua Sugar Factory has had to 

close down owing to a strike of the workers. The staff 
and other helpers have been busy grinding off the canes 
in the yard, and dealing with the manufactured sugar. 
About one-fifth of the crop has been completed. The 
workers of the estate workshop of the Syndicate Estates 
Ltd. at Tomlinson’s have also stopped work. A 
serious view is taken of these stoppages as they are in 
defiance of agreements entered into between the 
Employers’ Federation and the Antigua Trades and 
Labour Union.

St. John’s Fire. “On May 5th, shortly before 
midnight, the ringing of the fire bell roused the town. 
The store-rooms of the Public Works Department were 
burnt to the ground, but the fire fighters worked gallantly 
and prevented the fire from spreading. The fire engine 
from the Coolidge Air Field was of the greatest value.

The Weather. “ After several very hot and sultry 
days, we experienced a slight earthquake shock about 
midnight one night. Fortunately the weather seems 
to have broken, for it has been decidedly cooler lately, 
and to-day we are having the beginning of what appears 
to be good, general rain.”

By cable from our correspondent. May 25th.
Agreement has been reached between the employers’ 

federation and the labour leaders and work is to be 
resumed pending an inquiry by an adviser from Eng- 

This follows a proclamation by the Governor on 
May 23rd giving the leaders of both parties 24 hours to 
decide whether work would be continued or further 
action would be taken by the Governor. There was 
immediate acceptance by the employers’ federation. 

+ n on°n’ after Ìailing to §ain other conditions, agreed 
at 9.30 a.m. to-day. Heavy rain fell throughout the 
period of the strike.

BARBADOS
* + ^SS J°an Kysh’ secretary of the Bar­

bados Publicity Committee, m a newsletter from Bridge- 
N^on^St May 23rd states : “ Ships of the Canadian 
National Steamships, bumess Line, Elders and Fyffes 
Royal Netherlands Steamship Co., Compagnie Général 
Transatlantique, Alcoa Steamship Co. Inc., Harrison 
ïx to sreiminais made their usuai scheduied 

r A1^ “For the month of May Trans­
Canada Airlines made their weekly flight to Barbados 

t^a -°f Saturday- From May 1st 
British West Indian Airways have once again started 
their package tours between Venezuela and Barbados 
These prepaid tours, which include return fares surface 
transportation between airport and hotel on arrival 
and departure, and hotel accommodation, will continue 

until November 30th. British West Indian Airways 
are also offering reduced fares for families travelling in 
the West Indies. This concession is also extended to 
sports teams, providing the teams comprise ten members 
travelling.

Meetings. “ The twelfth meeting of the Caribbean 
Commission was opened by the Governor, Sir Alfred 
Savage, at the Legislative Council Chamber on May 7th. 
This is the first time that the Commission has met in 
Barbados. The first meeting of the Regional Economic 
Committee was opened at Hastings House on May 16th. 
The United Kingdom Trade Commission to the West 
Indies visited Barbados from May 19th to 22nd.

Hotel News. “ Mr. René H. Martin, former manager 
of the Windsor Hotel, has been appointed manager of 
the Marine Hotel. Mr. René Talon is the new manager 
of the Windsor Hotel. The Casuarina Club has been 
re-opened as a Residential Club at ‘ Ilfracombe,’ Max­
wells, Christ Church, and has ceased to operate as a 
night club. This club offers accommodation of two 
double rooms at $10.00 to $12.00 and one single room at 
$5.00 to $6.00 per day.

Visitors. “ Spending a short holiday in Barbados 
as a guest of Sir Edward Cunard was Mr. Noel Coward. 
This is Mr. Coward’s first visit to Barbados. Other 
visitors included Mr. A. V. Hargreaves, who was making 
a motion picture film of Barbados in the interest of 
Trans-Canada Airlines, and Miss Virginia Creed, of the 
U.S A., who was gathering material for a book on the 
Caribbean. ‘

Entertainment. “ Under the distinguished patron­
age of the Governor and Lady Savage, the Bridgetown 

layers presented ‘ The Shop at Sly Corner ’ by Edward 
Fercy at the Empire Theatre on May 16th, 17th and 18th. 
the opening performance of Bernard Shaw’s ‘ Pyg- 

^at the British Council’s Pocket Theatre at 
Wakefield took place on May 21st. The performance 
will be repeated on 22nd and 23rd. This play acted 
as a christening of the Pocket Theatre, which has 
seating accommodation for 60 persons.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Plywood and Timber Logging Industry. Our 

correspondent, writing from Georgetown on May 20th, 
states : Two influential lumbermen from the United 
States have sought the approval of Government to a 
p y woo and timber and logging industry somewhere 
m the interior They are Mr. V. S. Harrington, vice- 
president of the Inter-State Plywood Corporation, and 
r Kay BerW, president of the B. and M. Lumber 
Co. and Brookings Lumber Co., Oregon, U.S.A. They 
^ave also asked Government for exclusive rights to 
search for oil m the hinterland.

WHmiS?/ Adïjser. “ A labour adviser from
vkit + + ^r' Pïnest Farltrop, has been on a week’s

SiUdJ labour/Nations. This included inter- 
g eadmg trade union representatives and
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employees in industry, and a study of the organization 
of the Labour Department.

Town Planner’s Report. “ Members of the City 
Council at a special meeting, after agreeing on a few 
amendments to the recommendations contained in the 
report of the Town Planner (Mr. F. Costello) and draft 
scheme of the Greater Georgetown Planning Area, 
unanimously adopted the report.

Mine workers ’ Union. “ A provisional labour agree­
ment between the Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd., and the 
recently formed British Guiana Mine Workers’ Union 
was signed, whereby the latter is now recognized as the 
sole bargaining agent for employees of the company.

£3,000,000 Loan. “The Officer Administering the 
Government, the Hon. John Gutch, gave his assent to 
the ordinance to confer power to raise a £3,000,000 
loan. This money will be used in the implementation 
of the colony’s ten-year development plan.

A Demerara Mutual Scholarship. “ Mr. Percy 
C. Wight, chairman of the Demerara Mutual Life 
Assurance Society, announced at the 59th annual general 
meeting of members on May 23rd that the Society 
would award a medical scholarship of £300 per annum 
for six years to a qualified candidate who lacked the 
means to enter the University College of the West 
Indies. The chairman pointed out that there would 
be no conditions to the scholarship, which would be 
tenable at the University College, other than those 
normally attached to open scholarships awarded by the 
University, but stressed that the Society expected tha 
the beneficiary would regard it as a moral duty to 
return and serve the community after quality mg.

Slow Recovery Hospital. “ In an effort to relieve 
congestion in the wards at the Public Hospi a , 
town, Government has approved of the establishment 
of a slow-recovery hospital at Atkinson. is o 
observed that the hospital will not cater for convalescent 
patients, but for cases described as chronic, and tor the 
recovery of major post-operative cases.

C.D.C. Investment. “ Projects undertaken locally 
by the Colonial Development Corporation indicate a 
total investment of approximately $7,000,000 andthis 
sum will be substantially increased if the rice industry 
develops favourably.

Rice Expert Arrives. “A rice expert from the 
United States is here under the auspices of the E.C . 
to survey the industry. He joins the staff of the 
Colonial Development Corporation m the capacity o 

milling expert.
The Royal Agricultural Building. “ The handing 

over by the architects to the trustees of a master key 
symbolizing the bunch of keys which will give access 
to the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society build 
ing was performed at an impressive ceremony. Ihe 
SfficZ Administering the Government commented 
favourably on the farsightedness of the planners.

Tropical Rain-Storm. “ British Guiana recently 
experienced a tropical rain-storm of 
magnitude. Commencing at 2 o cloc in _ 
it continued unabated for eleven hours, breaking a 
records for the same period, inundating streets; and 
yards including the Government House compound. 

and rendering pedestrian traffic a matter of the utmost 
difficulty.

“A check-up at the meteorological section of the 
Department of Agriculture revealed that the downpour, 
8 inches and 89 parts, eclipsed the previous highest, 
7 inches and 16 parts, in January, 1934.

Financial Secretary for U.K. “ Bound for the 
United Kingdom on a busman’s holiday is the Hon. 
E. F. MacDavid, Financial Secretary and Treasurer. 
Mr. MacDavid will meet Sir Charles Woolley and Mr. 
J. L. Fletcher there and they will confer with the 
Colonial Development Corporation on the proposed 
rice development in British Guiana. He will also hold 
discussions with the authorities in regard to designing 
and minting of coins for the proposed unified West 
Indian currency. Mr. MacDavid, who is accompanied 
by Mrs. MacDavid, hopes to visit France, Switzerland 
and Scotland.’’

JAMAICA
By cable from our correspondent. May 3\st.

The Coco-nut Control Authority is investigating the 
organization of factories with the object of advising 
Government on the protection necessary for local 
factories, and applications for price increases by various 
sections of the industry.

Extensive plans by the three bauxite companies 
operating in Jamaica are apparently being speeded up 
as a result of the world shortage of metals. Labour 
troubles allowing, Jamaica Bauxites hope to be able to 
produce 100 tons of alumina a day by 1952, while 
Reynolds hope to ship 400,000 tons of bauxite and 
Kaiser to be able to load two ships a week and keep it up 
for 75 years. The Jamaica deposits are believed to be 
the second largest in the world and aluminium is likely 
to become increasingly important.

Serious stone throwing marked nominations lor the 
municipal elections in the Corporate Area.

ST. LUCIA
Su&ar. Our correspondent, the Hon. Henry E. 

Belmar, writing from Castries on May 21st, states: 
“ All hopes for the current sugar crop, as well as for the 
1952 crop, were shattered by the heavy rams of the 
ni^ht of May 5th, which smothered the ratoon fields 
with trash, washed away the recently applied fertilizer 
and did considerable damage generally. The highest 
rainfall recorded in the Cul-de-Sac Valley for April 

was 17.43 inches. , . ,
“ The Cul-de-Sac and Dennery Factories have finished 

their crop, the outturn being, respectively, 3,182 and 
2 204 tons of sugar. The Roseau Factory expects to 
finish cropping at the end of May, with a revised estimate 
of 4,500 tons of sugar, the latest estimate being 9,886 
tons for the Island crop.”

___ _________ I

Fire in Jamaica Sugar Offices

The offices of the Sugar Manufacturers’ Association 
(oiUamK Ltd., at 2® Kirk Avenue,. Kingston were 
gutted by fire during the early morning of May 5th, 
but important records and documents were saved.

The Association is occupying its old premises at 5 , 
King Street, on a temporary basis.
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Company Reports and Meetings
Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd.

The directors, in their report for the year ended December 
31st, state that the profit, after providing for expenditure in 
Trinidad and London, and for depreciation, amounts to ¿211,995. 
To this is added the balance brought forward of ¿59,837, plus 
profit and tax adjustments in respect of previous years, amount­
ing to ¿36,910, making a total of ¿308,742. From this is 
deducted ¿125,217 for reserve for taxation on current profits, 
¿45,000 for transfer to general reserve, and ¿21,425 for appro­
priation to amortisation reserve for oil rights, etc., leaving a 
balance of ¿117,100.

The directors recommend the payment of a dividend of 10 
per cent, and a bonus of 15 per cent, both less tax, absorbing 
¿37,786, and leaving ¿79,314 to be carried forward.

In his annual statement, which accompanies the report, the 
chairman, Mr. Jack E. Duckham, says : “ Production from oil 
wells was slightly less in 1950 than in the previous year. This 
was due to the fact that fewer wells were drilled, and that those 
wells which have been producing oil for several years are showing 
a normal decline.

“ Price level for the sale of our crude oil has not been main­
tained throughout the year, as we have had to accept a revised 
method of evaluating crude oil in relation to world prices. This 
means a sacrifice of something less than 10 per cent of the price 
level that we enjoyed during 1949 and part of the year 1950.

The trading profit for the year is slightly better than in 1949, 
and this is directly attributable to the fact that we have had the 
benefit of devaluation of the pound sterling for a full year. The 
importance of the past devaluation, and indeed of any future 
revaluation, must be appreciated and should not be lost sight 
of in envisaging the future profit earnings of your company. . . .

“ Our investment position calls for attention in that the sums 
now invested in gilt-edged and equity stock exceed ¿400,000. 
Despite the slide in Government security prices it has not been 
necessary again to provide for depreciation on the company’s 
investments, whose market value on the balance sheet date 
stands in excess of their book value. This is a satisfactory 
position. . . .

“ As I mentioned last year, modern deep wells are a costly 
business. Drilling down to 10,000 feet is three times more 
expensive than to 5,000 feet, but in the event of striking good 
oil-bearing strata the oil yield is proportionately greater than in 
a shallower well. An unsuccessful and unproductive deep well 
is therefore a heavy burden to carry against the profits of a 
company of this size. We have in hand deep well tests on two 
of our areas, one in conjunction with Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. 
and the other in conjunction with the United British Oilfields of 
Trinidad Ltd. We can place the highest confidence in their 
knowledge and experience in modern oilfield practice, and your 
company is being well served by their joint interest in this 
development work.

“ I conclude by stating that your company has now exploited 
all areas where there has been any geological justification to drill 
in the past. Unless oil is found from these new deep horizons, 
the production from the present fields will continue to ebb. I 
hope that I may be able to give you a more promising picture 
at the next annual general meeting, when the deep drilling 
planned to take place this year should have been completed.’’ ° 
Telephone and General Trust, Ltd.

In moving the adoption of the report and accounts at the 
annual general meeting held in London on May 22nd, the chair­
man, Sir Alexander Roger, dealing with the Trust’s activities 
in the West Indies, said : “ During my visit to our associated 
telephone operating companies in the British West Indies 
I saw much that gives reason for satisfaction, and can confirm 
that every effort is being made to expand and improve the 
telephone services in Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Barbados. The boards and managements of these companies 
realize full well that harmonious public relations can only be 
maintained by a ceaseless and unremitting determination to 
render first-class service.

“ the year the Trust advanced on temporary loan to 
these West Indies companies an additional ¿218,000 towards 
their capital development programmes, upon which collectivelv 
they expended nearly ¿350,000, the balance having been pro­
vided from their own resources. Consideration is bein^ given 
to further issues of more permanent capital by these companies 

as may be expedient to fund or repay their temporary loans 
from the Trust, which at the end of 1950 amounted to some 
¿643,000. The advantage to these companies, and thus to the 
public they serve, of having behind them a continuous flow of 
new capital is obvious, accompanied as it is by technical assistance 
of the highest order, and telephone plant and equipment of the 
most modern type.

Jamaica

“ In Jamaica development has been well maintained with a 
gain of 1,433 stations to a total of 13,437 in service at the end of 
1950. Some ¿115,000 was spent upon new plant. In July, 
1950, on the application of the company under the terms of its 
franchise a Rates Board was appointed by the Governor to 
consider increases in certain of the telephone tariffs—essential 
to the company because of increased wage rates agreed by 
negotiations with the Trade Union Council of Jamaica, and 
because of the general rise in the cost of materials—and increases 
as fixed by the Rates Board came into force in February, 1951.

Trinidad

In Trinidad 1,248 stations were added, making a total of 
14,794 in service at the end of December, 1950. During the year 
nearly ¿180,000 was expended upon additional automatic 
exchange equipment, and the extension of the cable network 
throughout the colony. Here again increases in costs of operation 
due to rises in materials and labour price levels made it necessary 
for the company to apply for an increase in the telephone rates. 
This was granted and certain increased rates came into force 
as from August 1st, 1950.

Barbados

“ In Barbados the Telephone Company, which provides 
service, like all the companies in which we are interested, by the 
most modern type of automatic equipment, added 378 new 
stations during the year, making a total of 4,330 at the end of 
1950. Nearly ¿55,000 was spent upon indoor and outside plant 
extensions and reconstruction.

The number of telephones in the overseas companies in which 
the Trust is interested increased by nearly 18,000 during 1950 to a 
total of over 198,000, and the sterling value of their gross tele­
phone buildings and plant assets amounts to some ¿13,000,000. 
They form valuable overseas assets to Britain for investment and 
export, and to the British West Indies, in which these companies 
operate the telecommunications services, without being a burden 
either to the Colonial Development Fund and the British tax­
payer, or to the various governments of the islands they serve.”

Visitors from Overseas

Jr would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence despatched.
Mr. A. G. P. Blair 
Commander C. S. Bushe 
Sir Errol dos Santos, C.B.E. 
Mr. G. M. Eccles 
Mr. D. C. Ferguson 
Mr. Lewis Floissac 
Mr. A. G. Forbes 
Mrs. Elsie Gamble 
Mr. H. S. Halsall 
Mr. W. H. A. Hanschell 
Mr. L. A. Hares
Lieut.-Comm. C. H. Hayward, 

M.B.E.
Mr. D. Howard 
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson 
Mr. C. A. Jack
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, G.C.M.G. 
Dr. S. E. Littlepage

Hon. T. Henry Mayers, K.C. 
Mr. F. E. Morrish, M.I.Mech.E. 
Mr. J. Nunes
Mr. Nobert Nyack
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, K.C.
Mr. H. J. Page, C.M.G.^ O.B.E.
Major A. C. Paton
Mr. J. Perry-
Mr. Arthur Ridehalgh
Mr. Norman C. Robinson, 

A.M.I.Mech.E.
Mr. C. G. O. Roe
Mr. N. F. Ross
Dr. L. R. Sharples
Mrs. E. May West wood 
Lieut.-Col. F. "Wood, M.B.E. 
H.E. Sir Charles Woolley, 

K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election.



June, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 157

West Indian Passenger List Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Manistee (Captain H. J.
Robinson), at Rotterdam, May 13th :—

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in 

J. A. Carter), at Liverpool, May 27th :—
s.s. Arakaka (Captain

Mr. T. O. Beardsley 
Mr. R. J. Ellingham 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Harris

Miss M. Mendez
Miss M. T. Medina 
Mr. & Mrs. C. F. North

Mr. & Mrs. H. J. Stockley
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Trueman

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie) 
from Avonmouth, June 2nd :—

Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Arthur 
Mr. & Mrs. B. A. Foster 
Miss D. Green

Mr. & Mrs. W. Harrison 
Mrs. J. McCulloch

Miss S. A. McCulloch
Mrs. X. E. Stockdale

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S. Armit­
age), from Liverpool, May 7th :—
Mrs. A. Avid 
Mr. J. Beaton 
Mr. D. Branson

Mrs. E. H. Hughes 
Mrs. W. Kuo

Miss E. McPherson 
Major & Mrs. A. Roberts

Mr. W. J. Colwill 
Mr. E. H. Cox 
Miss A. M. Davis 
Mr. D. P. Doran 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Fowler 
Mr. & Mrs. W. E. Fraser 
Major & Mrs. R. G. Hare 
Mrs. G. H. Heaphy

Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Heaton 
Mrs. A. Henman 
Miss P. Henman
Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Hoyt 
Rev. & Mrs. J. Innes 
Brig. & Mrs. A. Jackson 
Mr. C. O. Madden 
Mrs. A. M. McMahon

Mr. & Mrs. J. Morant
Mr. T. Pollard
Miss M. E. Ramson
Mrs. J. S. Rudd
Mrs. Rudd
Mrs. V. Turner-Morrell
Mrs. M. E. West

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Trinidad, in s.s. 

Roberts), at Rotterdam, May 20th :— 
Mr. & Mrs. P. de Carteret Mrs. K. Dyer 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Dinneford Dr. A. C. Thaysen

Matina (Captain H.

Mr. V. Wharton

Saguenay Terminals
Sailings to the West Indies in m.s. Bruno (Captain Lars

Fylling) from Tilbury, May 31st:—
Mr. T. Herbert Mr. A. J. Shillingford Mr. O. Turley
Mr. R. S. Rack

French Line
s.s. Golfito (CaptainSailings to Barbados and Trinidad, in

S. A. Sapsworth), from Southampton, May 3rd :—
Mrs. P. M. Greenland Mr. F. E. Peek

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain Kerharo) 
May 17th :—

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Ascough 
Rev. W. J. Barrett 
Mr. T. Best
Miss V. A. Braithwaite 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Brand 
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Bruno 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Bullen 
Mr. W. D. Charlton 
Wing Cdr. & Mrs. D. F.

Clarke
Miss L. F. Cove
Miss J. L. Duff 
Miss J. H. Eaton 
Mr. J. H. George 
Mrs. J. B. Gibbings 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Godfree

Mrs. B. Gun-Munro 
Mrs. E. I. Hosking
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

F. F. Hudson
& Mrs. F. G. Hurt
& Mrs. W. P. James
& Mrs. N. C. Kelley
& Mrs. P. M. Lee

Mrs. A. M. Lowe
Mr. C. Martindale
Mr. T. G. Maurice-Jones
Mr. A. Moon
Mr. W. Mosley
Mr. J. C. Muir
Mr. & Mrs. D. B. Murray 
Rev. & Mrs. E. E. New 
Mr. & Mrs. C. D. Newbold

Mr. & Mrs. H. Perkins 
Mr. R. C. Powe 
Mr. L. C. Preau Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Quested 
Hon. & Mrs. P. Renison 
Mrs. M. Sharpe 
Mr. A. Shillingford 
Dr. & Mrs. Z. Skomoroch 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Spector 
Miss I. Szekely 
Major O. Walcott 
Dr. & Mrs. H.

Weatherhead
Miss P. Weatherhead 
Mr. W. Willis
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Young

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina (Captain T. H. Bull), from

from Southampton, 
Mr. E. Ais 
Mrs. A. Barr 
Mr. J. Bascombe 
Mr. R. Bradshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Browne 
Miss A. Butt 
Mrs. E. Carter 
Mrs. C. Charles 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Costelloe 
Mr. K. Dargan 
Miss C. De Beaurepaire 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Celestain 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Dutton 
Misses K. & M. Dutton 
Mr. L. Forbes

Jamaica

Miss E. Gates 
Mr. & Mrs. D.

Haggerstone 
Miss B. Haggerstone 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Hartley 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Horlock 
Mr. H. Hudson 
Mr. K. Hussein 
Miss J. Jackson 
Mr. W. Jacob
Mr. & Mrs. H. Leishman 
Mr. T. Marshall 
Mr. T. Mayorcas

Mrs. C. Mitchell 
Miss L. Muff 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Pouchet 
Mr. O. Prevatt 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Randell 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Richard 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Rostant 
Mrs. T. Rostant 
Mr. & Mrs. J. St. Rose 
Mrs. M. Swift 
Miss V. Swift 
Mr. A. Tin Pow 
Mrs. S. Ward

Producers ’ Steamship Co.

Avonmouth, May
Mrs. P. M. Beynon 
Mrs. H. L. Daniel 
Miss B. M. Elliott

5th :—

Mrs. F. J. Evans
Mr. & Mrs. H. P. James 
Mrs. F. L. Jones

Miss H. L. Livingston 
Dr. & Mrs. K. E. Read 
Mr. R. H. Redpath 
Mr. E. Sampson 
Mr. F. W. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sykes

Capt. B. Symons-Jeune 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Thompson 
Mr. W. J. Vaughan 
Mrs. J. M. Watkins 
Mr. M. Wilkinson

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s.
Inch), at Avonmouth, May 8th :—

Mr. H. N. Dron

Bayano (Captain F. P.

Mr. & Mrs. Adams 
Mr. R. D. Alberga 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Atkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. L. P.

Balderamos 
Mr. & Mrs. C. N. Bayley 
Miss C. S. Bernard 
Mrs. Bloomberg 
Miss Bloomberg 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Boon 
Mr. E. G. Bradbury 
Mr. G. H. Brooks 
Mrs. F. E. Brousson 
The Rev. & Mrs. Cannon 
Miss E. O. Cousins 
Mr. W. Crabbe 
Miss I. Daley 
Mr. & Mrs. Dodd

Mr. & Mrs. Duncan 
Miss D. L. Galloway 
Miss K. Gilpin-Hudson 
Miss F. R. Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Guy 
Mr. W. F. Guy 
Miss F. R. Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs. B. C. Hutson

Mn J. G. Keffer
Mr. & Mrs. Kirkpatrick 
Mrs. E. E. Lewis 
Mrs. A. Low 
Miss J. Monro 
Dr R. C. Muirhead-

Thompson

Mrs. E. Nash 
Miss N. O’Connor 
Major & Mrs. A. C. Paton 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Peterson 
Mrs. R. Piggott 
Miss E. M. A. Queree 
Capt. & Mrs. C. M. Rayne 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Richards 
Mrs. L. Robinson-Hartley 
Miss A. L. Sherlock 
Miss V. M. Stennett 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Taylor 
Mr. R- J. Tyler 
Mr. H. E. Wilson 
Miss E. Wilson 
Lt.-Col. F. Wood 
Mr. & Mrs. Woods 
Miss Woods

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Jamaica Producer 
(Captain J. E. M. Jenkins), at London, April 30th 

Miss C. Hewitt Mr. J. Phillips
- ” " ' Mr. K. Sleem

Mr. E. A. Sleem 
Mr. C. L. Stuart 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Thompson 
Miss R. Thompson 
Miss K. Tilley 
Mr. G. Turpin 
Mr. V. Virtue 
Mrs. M. L. Walsh 
Miss C. Williams

Mr^M^RE. Browne Mr. & Mrs. H. Huggins 
- - Miss R. HutchinsonMiss R. Browne 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Burch 
Miss G. Cargill 
Mrs. E. Connolley 
Mrs. D. Forbes 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Gordon 
Miss L. Gordon 
Mrs. P. Hart 
Mr. E. Hendriks

Mr. & Mrs. F. Isaacs 
Mr. W. Jemmott 
Mrs. S. Jemmott 
Mrs. M. Johnston 
Mrs. J. MacNeil 
Mr. H. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Neish 
Mrs. J. Osborn

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals from the West Indies in m.s. Oranjestad 

(Captain N. Hazelhoff), at Plymouth, May 3rd 
' p Misses Hilt Miss s- Parsonage

Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Lashley Mrs. S. Patterson
Mr. W. H. Martin Mr. & Mrs. C A. Peck
Mrs M A Mellon Miss S. R. Peck
Mr. & Mrs. H. Parsonage Mr. & Mrs. W. M. Ross

Mr. C. E. Bailey 
Mr. W. G. Cooke 
Miss C. I. Fearon 
Mrs. I. Garliner
Mr. & Mrs. G. J. Hilt•. a inis. vr. J. ------- . . .

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain
-w r 1__ -\ --.4- "OlxrTY»/“Xll TH MilV -¿«>1(1 . “J. C. D. Vermeulen)

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. 
Avonmouth, May 19th :—

Bayano (Captain F. P. Inch), from

Mrs. F. Barton
Mrs. L. J. Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. R. Findlater
Miss N. E. Gillespie
Mr. J. B. Hancock
Mr. & Mrs. E. Handover
Mrs. M. Harris
Mrs. C. M. Hassan
Mr. & Mrs. J. Humphrey

Mr. A. A. Joseph 
Mr. A. R. Joseph 
Mrs. J. L. Kredel
Miss S. Longmore
Mrs. MacMahon

Mr. C. C. Payne
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s, 

Gracie), at Avonmouth, May 21st :
Mr. & Mrs. R. Girling 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Girling 
Miss A. Gornall 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Grey

Mr. & Mrs. J. Armstrong 
Mrs. J. Barraclough 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Beresford 
Mr. Bird 
Miss S. Bird 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Brown 
Miss M. Browne 
Rev. & Mrs. J. Clark 
Dr. A. J. Drew 
Mr. & Mrs. P. English 
Mrs. S. Finlayson 
Miss Finlayson 
Miss F. Fripp 
Mr. A. Gillies

Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Raynes 
F/O. & Mrs. J. Redpath 
Dr. L. B. Reeves 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W. Roper 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Shackleford

Mr. & Mrs. F. Allen
Mr. C. Balgobin
Mr. & Mrs. E. F. Baron
Mrs. N. Burgin
Mr. J. Carmichael
Mr. & Mrs. M. Conacher 
Misses Conacher (3) 
Mr. M. F. Costello 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Delmas

, at Plymouth, May 23rd :—
- — ■ ' Mr. B. D. Raeburn

Mrs. G. C. Spence

Miss S. E. Williams

;. Ariguani, Captain G. C.

Miss R. M. Grey 
Mrs. H. Henry 
Miss E. Kingdon 
Miss L. E. Lillie 
Mr. G. Little 
Mrs. H. Martin 
Mr. A. Marzouca 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mordecai 
Hon. & Mrs. T. H. Mayers 
Mr. & Mrs. R. McDougall

Miss G. Middleton 
Miss I. Partridge 
Mr. & Mrs. F. J. Quinton 
Brig. R. Rodwell
Mr. G. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. T. Sexton 
Miss P. Shand 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Stretch 
Miss N. Stubbington 
Mrs. N. Tate 
Miss J. Thurger 
Miss L. Townend 
Dr. C. Trechman 
Mr. & Mrs. Walker

Misses J. & N. Delmas

Mr. & Mrs. C. Fletcher 
Mr. R. J. A. Gilpin 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Howard 
Mr. & Mrs. V. R. Jacob 
Mr. & Mrs. M. M. Laing 
Mr. K. M. Leslie 
Mr. F. J. Peter 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Phillips 
Mr. H. S. Potts

Mr. & Mrs. C. S. Ridley 
Miss O. E. Rose 
Mr. A. F. Slorach 
Mr. K. B. Snaggs 
Mr. G. D. Teelucksing 
Mr. & Mrs. W. R. Travell 
Miss M. W. Treadwell 
Miss D. F. Wilson

in m.s. WillemstadHome arrivals from the West Indies, __
(Caotain W. Chr. vander Bürgt), at Plymouth, May 27th .
' P __ „ „ .... ». m nalhraith Mr. & Mrs. B. Stehelu
Mr. & Mrs. C. Baring 
Commander C. S. Bushe 
Mr. & Mrs. Eldermans

Mr. & Mrs. H. Galbraith
Mr. D. S. Law
Mr. & Mrs. W. Reid

Mr. & Mrs. B. Stehelin 
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Walter
Mrs. J. I. Watson

ESTATES FOR SALE
Group of estates under one management

sV^onta^ having

“i™8 For full particulars crops and other data address 
interested FotM P»tport;of.Spain, Trimdad. 
inquiries to eocoa, x
British West Indies. [Advt.J
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The Markets
---------- June 8th, 1951

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
Tune 1st, 1950

24 
3|

Consols
War Loan

65
881

67xd
891

69
911

71xd 
931

25 Angostura Bitters ... 65/- 70/- 78/9 83/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/71 38/11 33/9 36/3
— Antigua Sugar Factory 15/- 16/- 13/6 14/6

♦30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 47/6 50/- 34/31 36/9Ì
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” .. 47/6 51/6xd 44/- 48/—

*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 33/6 35/- 28/- 30/-
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/-xd 23/9 26/3
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/3 1/9 1/71 i/ioi

Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/6 3/- 2/71 3/11
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/9 5/9 4/6 5/6
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 14/- 15/- 10/- H/-
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 28/- 29/3 44/6f 46/6xdf
— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/3 3/3 -/9 1/9
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 210/ 230/- 185/- 205/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 62/6 63/9 60/— 62/6♦4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/ 18/- 17/6 18/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 20/6 22/6 2Ï/— 23/—xd♦14

*161
Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ...
Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/-

29/6 
42/-

30/6 
44/-

24/9 
25/-

26/9xd 
27/-51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 22/- 23/- 22/6 23/671 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 4/9 5/68Ï 

5
United British Oilfields 6/8 
West Indies Sugar

26/— 
21/3

28/-xd 
23/9

23/6 
19/-

25/6 
21/-6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

♦Free of Income Tax. f £1 shares.
Cocoa still remains a very quiet market. Trinidad first marks 

are quoted nominally at 350/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. and Grenada 
fine estates at 340/- f.o.b. It is difficult to establish a more 
definite valuation in view of the lack of interest shown by buyers 
both in the United Kingdom and on the continent.

Honey. Small sales have been made of Jamaica with no 
guarantee of colour at 90/- per cwt. c.i.f. United Kingdom. 
ISight amber is offered at 95/- but buyers are not showing much 
interest.

Pimento continues quiet with no business reported for 
forward shipment. There is no change in the price of 205/- 
per cwt. c.i.f. United Kingdom ports.

Prices remain firm although buyers have shown 
little interest. No. 3 grade is quoted at 490/- c.i.f. No. 2 at 500/- 
and No. 1 at 520/-. Holders of spot parcels in the United 
Kingdom are asking similar prices.

Nutmegs have continued quiet and only a small business 
™ the last few weeks. Defectives are

¥71 cadL United Kingdom, sound unassorted at 3/9 
Th® Spot market is nominal with defectives 

2/11 and unassorted at 3/10. The quotation for 

qTq e continues very quiet. Whole blade is
quoted at 9/3 per pound c.i.f. and at 9/9 ex wharf terms London. 
Otner grades are scarce and unquoted.

Sugar. The Board of Trade 
follows :—

Returns for April are as

Imports of Unrefined
Union of South Africa .

Month of April
tons 1950 1951

January-April
1950 1951

Mauritius " - 11,612
Australia ... 20,328 88,591 110,375
Fiji 3,511 28,499 86,731 123,662
British West Indies
British Guiana 42,871 46,890 101,446 68,480
Other Commonwealth Countries 12,258 30,772 33,826
Cuba 
Hayti 26,377 17,879 61,237 61,010
Dominican Republic 
Mexico 76,164 90,581 143,356 139,713
Peru — —— —
Other Foreign Countries 82 — 82 1,000

Total .................

Consumption 
Refined ...

154,807 223,304 512,215 549,578

Month of March January-March
Unrefined... ................. 214,363

1,352
187,869

5
523,810

1,479
492,522

Total ................. 214,365 189,221 523,810 494,001
Stocks (end of March) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 166,750 210,150
Imported Unrefined 271,700

2,700
245,450

Total ................. 438,450 458,300

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for April are as
follows :—

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

Month of April
1950 1951

105,234 12,526
— 644,511

288,086 255,368
13,775 65,918

105,633 64,317
13 71,695

280 411

January-April
1950 1951

479,296 293,932
333,580 1,304,288
682,052 558,646
176,244 363,296
729,867 325,226

19,542 253,896
327 3,231

Total................................. 513,021

Exports .............................. 37,697
Month

Consumption ... ... ... 94,997
Stocks (end of March).................. 11,969,000

1,114,746

73,792 
of March

175,162 
13,114,000

2,420,908 3,102,515

254,491 200,330
January-March 

382,005 586,596

Cocoa. The Board of 
follows :—-

Trade Returns for April are as

Imports ... ... ... cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial 

Africa ...
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Month of April
1950 1951

27 4,149
230,864 194,780
101,293 219,409
24,191 13,192
2,983 1,010

26,938 3,042

22

January-April
1950 1951

24,204 9,520
607,258 538,866
451,701 475,827

34,538 17,938
8,377 5,043

42,681 3,544
475,222 961

139 519

Total................................ 386,296 435,604 1,644,120 1,052,218

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of March) ...

2,339
Month

387,854
26,000

2,750 
of March 

103,539 
424,000

15,212 7,578
January-March

1,131,453 405,202

Canadian Sugar Consumption, 1950

The Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade Journal quotes a 
report by the Canadian Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
that sales of refined sugar in Canada in 1950 amounted 
to 1,390,409,122 lb. compared with 1,357,825,626 lb. 
in 1949. Per capita consumption was the same as in 
1949 and pre-war, about 100 lb., half of which went to 
the food industries, the increase being attributable to 
growth in population.

Note-book of Tropical Agriculture

There is nothing much to be said about the new 
(fifth) edition of the late R. Cecil Wood’s Note-Book of 
Tropical Agriculture which has been produced under 
the editorship of Mr. G. G. Gianetti.* This useful 
compendium long ago acquired a world-wide reputation 
and has been recognized as a standard work of reference 
since it first appeared in 1933.

Mr. Gianetti wisely leaves it alone save for minor 
alterations necessitated by the passing of time. While 
some °f the recipes are undoubtedly old-fashioned they 
still have their value in circumstances which commonly 
obtain m tropical colonies. For more advanced methods 
one would in any case turn to specialist sources of 
information.

Perhaps by the time the next edition appears some­
one at the Imperial College may have ascertained the 
number of seeds of the cluster bean that go to the lb., 
or reference to the plant (the bean is apt to be stringy 
anyway) may be omitted. It is, however, all to the 
good that supplies of this little book should remain 
available for those with an interest in tropical agriculture.

Wood TroPical Agriculture, compiled by R. Ceci1
Ah Pushed by the Imperial College of

tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, B.W.I., 1950. Price, 7s. 6d.
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The Empire’s Commerce

THE delegates who attended the 17th congress of the 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British 
Empire in London last month departed with a 

conviction that, if the congress had done nothing more, 
it had put beyond doubt the sincerity of the desire 
among the various peoples of the British Commonwealth 
in matters of trade and commerce to think first of each 
other. From the impressive opening by Princess 
Elizabeth in the magnificent setting of the Hall of the 
Worshipful Company of Grocers to the end the spirit 
of the congress was the spirit of a family which valued 
the ties between its members.

On a large agenda there were inevitably subjects 
which had little direct concern for many of those present; । 
but there was evident keenness in the energy with which 
even the least interested in a particular subject entered 
into the discussion concerning it. For example, the 
resolution so ably moved by Mr. H. Alan Walker, on 
behalf of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce protesting 
against the inadequate protection, through prior con­
sultation or direct representation of colonial interests, 
in the making of trade agreements by His Majesty s 
Government in the United Kingdom, commanded the 
close attention of United Kingdom and Dominion 
delegates alike; early doubts, largely on grounds oi 
practicability, were quickly converted into unreserved 
support, and congress urged “ His Majesty s Govern 
ment in the United Kingdom to accept the principle 
that in all negotiations concerning the modification 
of existing, or the conclusion of new, trade agreements 
affecting the colonial Empire there should be prior 
consultation with the governments of the colonies and 
by those governments with the commercial interests 
therein which might be affected. A colonial territory 
which considers its interests to be vitally concerned 
should be afforded an opportunity of direct association, 
when desired and practicable, with His Majesty s 
Government in these negotiations.

We trust that, however late m the day it may be 
His Majesty’s Government will indeed take steps to 
prevent any addition to the unfortunate results of its 
past policy of keeping affected coloma interests.so often 
at arm’s length. One example that will serve to lUustrate 
the defects of that policy has recently been brought to 
light. The United Kingdom/Austraha Trade Agre 
ment (Ottawa) of 1932 provided that Australia shoul 
accord to the colonies («) preferences on certain‘ prod“«® 
specified in a schedule to the agreement an ( ) y 
preference for the time being accorded to the Unite 

Kingdom when requested to do so by His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom. Had the British 
West Indies been directly represented, as they had 
requested, when the Ottawa agreements were drawn up, 
it is difficult to feel that they would not have pointed 
to the precedent set by the British West Indies in 1925, 
when they entered into an agreement with Canada 
on the clear understanding that whatever concessions 
Canada might grant to the British West Indies should 
be extended equally to all other parts of the Common­
wealth. Now, apparently, it is accepted that the United 
Kingdom’s power to request Australia to grant further 
preferences to the colonies falls within the general 
G.A.T.T. ban on further preferences; and Trinidad, 
which has established a promising industry in the 
manufacture of time-recording instruments, finds that 
these instruments are debarred from entry into Australia 
because of the preference granted to similar time-record­
ing instruments made in the United Kingdom. It is 
difficult to imagine that British West Indies representa­
tives would have accepted the happy-go-lucky drafting 
which apparently satisfied the United Kingdom repre­
sentatives at Ottawa.

The Trinidad Chamber sponsored two other resolu­
tions, one concerning the apparently hopeless plea that 
a first necessity towards unity in the Commonwealth is 
that British ships should be available to convey British 
passengers to British ports, and particularly to ports in 
under-developed parts of the Commonwealth and other 
recommendations of the Commonwealth Shipping Com­
mittee. Here inertia and myopia seem destined to carry 
the day, but hope, as the congress resolution indicates, 
has not yet been entirely abandoned.

The third Trinidad resolution sought relief for an old 
complaint—the Colonial Office directive that the purchase 
of stores by colonial governments should be conducted 
through the Crown Agents for the Colonies. That the 
Crown Agents have rendered great service to the 
colonies in this direction few would deny. On the 
other hand, the virtual monopoly granted to the Crown 
Agents is well illustrated, to quote from the report of 
the congress committee which dealt with the subject 
by the claims of merchants resident in the colonies that 
“ through long experience they have acquired a specia 
knowledge of Government requirements ; that in view 
of keen local competition they are in a position to supp> y 
stores at favourable prices; that, whereas local pu - 
chases can be limited to the quantities needed to meet 
immediate requirements, stores purchased through ¿he 
Crown Agents are necessarily based on estimated futu 
requirements with the result that not only are large 

{Continued on page 162)
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I^HE tour of Canada to which Princess Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Edinburgh have been invited by the 
government of the Dominion will mark a further 

and more important stage in the introduction of the 
heiress presumptive to her future subjects in the Empire 
overseas ; for in the royal tour of South Africa she was 
always somewhat in the background. Since she could 
scarcely contemplate leaving England while the King 
was incapacitated for state duties, the announcement 
ought to convey some necessary reassurance about His 
Majesty s health. Owing to the long convalescence 
ordered after his recent illness, there has been wide­
spread anxiety, and many people have suspected that the 
old trouble in the leg had recurred, and prophesied that 
the Commonwealth tour arranged for next year would 
have to be postponed.

I have had the opportunity to discuss these matters 
with doctors and others who are in the closest possible 
touch, and can say with certainty that there has been 
no recurrence of the trouble that required the operation 
m 1949, and no suggestion of dropping the tour. The 
King s illness this year had nothing whatever to do 
with the leg. It was a complaint popularly called 

summer pneumonia, ’ which has been rather prevalent 
m the dismal weather we have had in England this spring, 
and which most people have thrown off easily. The 
King, however, after fifteen years on the throne, years 
nearly as nerve-racking in peace as in war, is a tired 
man , and at 55 he has lost a good deal of the resistance 
oi his younger days. It takes time nowadays to build 
up his strength after even a slight setback, and so the 
doctors have insisted on a substantial rest. But they are 
quite confident that His Majesty will be fully fit by the 
time the Princess sails in October.

* * *
As I write, there seems at last a high hope that the 

forthcoming negotiations in Korea will bring an end 
to the destruction and misery of this inglorious war. 
A settlement by compromise is not to be despised. A 
great dea! has been achieved by showing that the 
United Nations, unlike the League, can act and go on 
acting m a region where its members have nothing to 
gam simply to maintain their pledged word and make 
a stand for principle in international affairs. The 
NnS aim Wa^ ie?el a^ression> not to conquer 
North Korea and that has been achieved. The drain 
but on thoW^ °f the,Western Powers has been serious, 
if Lc Wh°Se casualties have been colossal

and it is worth while, now 
end1 tnTlI lCha^Ce-°f brmSmS the slaughter to an 
end, to allow them to save face ” in a peace that will 
not require them to acknowledge defeat.

* * *
On the other hand there have been some ill-considered 

by Mmis.ters whlch convey the impression 

foolish utterances have been explained away. The 
need to restore the balance of fighting power with Com­
munism was recognized to be urgent long before South 
Korea was invaded, and has certainly become no less. 
General Eisenhower, who came here to present a 
Roll of Honour of Americans killed in the west for the 
American memorial chapel in St. Paul’s, took occasion 
to make a powerful speech in which he insisted that the 
world remains in imminent danger so long as the 
immense disparity of fighting forces between East and 
West in Europe continues, and called upon the free 
nations of the Continent to co-ordinate their policies 
and strategies while there is yet time. His fundamental 
conception of a federated Europe (not including Britain) 
standing as a third ally beside the United States and the 
British Commonwealth is much more difficult to 
achieve in practice than Americans are willing to admit; 
but it is closely akin to the ideas Mr. Churchill has been 
endeavouring to propagate since the war.

* * *
A prominent figure in London this last month has 

been Tshekedi Khama, the Bechuana chief who has been 
exiled from his country by the British Government as 
the result of a complex train of events, beginning with 
his dispute with the head of his family, his nephew 
Seretse, over Seretse’s marriage to a white wife. Seretse 
is also m exile ; since they were expelled the two kinsmen 
have come to complete agreement and Tshekedi has 
petitioned unsuccessfully to be allowed to return home.

he controversy is too complicated to be analyzed here ;
\jS greatly excited public opinion, and last week 

both Houses of Parliament devoted full-dress debates 
o it. That a British protected person—Tshekedi’s 
egal status should be banished from his home without 

suggestion of any criminal offence is felt to be a blot 
on imperial policy; but it is at best creditable that 
fiords and Commons alike should show themselves still 
so sensitive to the traditional issue of personal liberty.

s he result of protests the Government have offered 
to refer the matter afresh to the assembly of the 
Bamangwato, the tribe concerned.

Co-op. Lecturer for Jamaica

,.±nSOrfelby the British Council, Mr. A. Bonner, a 
1^bei °f of the Co-operative College, Lough-
Kin^to' W1n “T London by air on July 13th for 
tn tvhere he Will spend six weeks as lecturer

This ™™ei: school on the co-operative movement.
rJ“ - S -g organized by the Jamaica Co-operative 
of thn COniuuctlon With the extra-mural department 
TamaiT^^^ °f the West Indies and the 
Jamaica Social Welfare Commission.
Co oneratb^r e.xPensTes in Jamaica will be met by the 
Co oneraT College, Loughborough, and the Jamaica 
Ms re?n™ f “u and the British Council is paying 
at the m 1 TT He 1S due to arrive back in London 
at the end of August.
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West Indian Trade Mission Antigua Trade Dispute

Visits to London and Ottawa
^Deference was made in last Circular (page 135) 

1 to the recent meeting in Barbados of the British 
West Indies Regional Economic Committee and to its 
decision, inter alia, to send a delegation to London and 
thence to Ottawa to discuss the restoration of Canadian- 
West Indian trade, which has declined in recent years in 
consequence of the limited number of dollars available 
to the West Indies for the purchase of Canadian goods.

The delegation arrived in London about the middle 
of June and comprised the following : Mr. Grantley 
Adams (Barbados), Mr. Alexander Bustamante (Jam­
aica), Mr. Albert Gomes (Trinidad), Mr. W. J. Raatgever 
(British Guiana), Mr. H. A. Youngman (Incorporated 
Chambers of Commerce of the British Caribbean) and 
Mr. Harold Robinson (British West Indies Sugar 
Association) with Mr. Keith McCowan acting as 
secretary. Mr. R. C. Newton, Financial Secretary of 
Jamaica, who was already in London, was appointed 
to act as adviser to the Jamaica delegate.

After private discussions with Colonial Office and 
other officials, the delegation left on June 26th for 
Ottawa, where it is having a full exchange of views 
with the Canadian authorities. No conclusions can be 
reached until the delegation has reported to the govern­
ments concerned.

Colonial Information Officers

Conference in London
'Twenty colonial territories were represented at a 

conference of public relations and information 
officers held at the Colonial Office from June 18-29th.

The conference was opened by Mr. Griffiths with 
an address in which he stressed the importance of the 
part to be played by information services, both within 
the colonial territories in ensuring that the people fully 
understood Government policy and actions, and between 
the United Kingdom and the colonial territories in 
building up understanding and goodwill.

The chief purpose of the conference, at which Mr. C. Y . 
Carstairs presided, was to enable public relations and 
information officers to compare notes on their problems 
in organization and methods and to see the machinery 
of information services in the United Kingdom.

During the conference the delegation spent a day a 
the headquarters at Maida Vale of the B.B.C. s trans­
scription services, and also visited the British Council, 
the Imperial Institute, the Colonial Film Unit and the 
Central Office of Information. The delegates also greatly 
enjoyed a visit to the offices of The Tunes, where they 
saw an edition being “put to bed” The^conference 
ended with a Government reception for the delegates 
Lancaster House. , r

The West Indian representatives at the conference 
were: Mr. H. R. Harewood (British Guiana), Mr 
E. D. Hone (British Honduras), Mr. R. Garner (Trinidad) 
and Mr. P. Hewitt-Myring (Development and Welfare 
Organization, West Indies).

Questions in Commons
Tn the House of Commons on June 18th, Mr. Peter 
x Smithers asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he would make a statement in regard to the 
situation in Antigua in view of the dispatch of troops to 
that island to maintain order. Mr. James Griffiths 
supplied the following answer: After stoppages of 
work during May, the Antigua Trade and Labour Union 
and the Employers’ Federation agreed to a resumption 
of work pending the report of a Board of Inquiry set 
up by the Governor to inquire into the causes of the 
various disputes that have disrupted industrial relations 
in the island this year, and to make such recommenda­
tions as they see fit. This inquiry began on June 11th. 
Work is now going on almost normally.

Meanwhile, however, disorderly crowds gathered 
outside the courts during the preliminary hearings last 
week of two cases arising from the stoppages. Two 
policemen were injured and there was reason to fear 
that there might be further disorders at the final hear­
ings. As a precaution two platoons of troops were 
flown to Antigua last Thursday. The cases have not 
yet been concluded and feeling is running high. There 
have, however, been no serious incidents since the troops 
arrived.

The frequent recurrence of industrial disputes in 
Antigua during recent months has caused me much 
concern, and I had welcomed the agreement on a 
resumption of work and the appointment of an impartial 
Board of Inquiry. I am confident that all responsible 
persons in the island will use all their influence to ensure 
that the prospects of achieving an enduring settlement 
are not endangered in the meantime by disorder and 
intimidation. . .

[Later information from our correspondent in Antigua 
is on page 177.]

West Indian Journalists in London

A party of journalists from the West Indian colonies 
and Bermuda arrived in the United Kingdom on July 
5th. The visit is one of a series for journalists who, 
for the most part, have not had, and would not other­
wise have, an opportunity of seeing as many aspects as 
possible of our problems, endeavours and achievements, 
and to oroinote real understanding. It comprisesand to promote real understanding.
British Guiana Mr. G. E. Willock ... 
Barbados ... Mr. Ronald G. Mapp
Tamaica ... Mr. Evon Blake
Leeward Islands Mr. W. H. Humphrey

Trinidad

Bahamas
Bermuda

... Mr. Roland Crawford

... Daily Chronicle

... Beacon

... Spotlight

... Montserrat 
Observer

... Port-of-Spain
Gazette

Mr. Etienne Dupuch, O.B.E. Daily Tribune 
Mr. Patrick L. Purcell ... Royal Gazette

Their itinerary includes London (to July 17th), 
Cardiff, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, returning to London on August 1st.

During their visit they will see British industry, 
agriculture, local government, the arts, theatre etc 
sport, the Armed Forces and study the British Press. 
Their visit ends on August 3rd.
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The West India Committee
Chairman and Deputy-Chairman Elected

AT a meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee held on June 21st, Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
on the proposal of Mr. J. M. du Buisson, seconded 

by Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, was elected chairman for 
the year 1951-52. Mr. H. Alan Walker, on the proposal 
of Mr. J. M. Campbell, seconded by Mr. J. M. du Buisson, 
was elected deputy-chairman for the same period. Bio­
graphical notes regarding these two officers appear below.

The following were re-elected treasurers for the 
ensuing year : Mr. J. M. du Buisson, Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
Mr. H. Alan Walker, Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, and Mr. 
Alexander Elder.

Mr. du Buisson, the retiring chairman, was, as 
reported in last Circular, elected a vice-president at the 
recent annual general meeting.

At the same meeting of the Executive, the following 
seven candidates were admitted to membership :— 

Name Proposer and Seconder
Mr. Peter Francis Runge /Mr. H. Alan Walker 

(London) J Mr. W. J. Blanchard
Caribbean Development Co. Ltd./Mr. J. M. du Buisson 

(Trinidad) \Mr. J. M. Campbell
Hon. Albert Gomes I Mr. J. M. du Buisson

(Trinidad) "/Hon. H. E. Robinson
Mr. George Black f Mr. W. H. Carder

(Trinidad) /Mr. Noel W. J. Miller
The Hon. Guy Somerset Lionel j Mr. F. Flanagan

Butler (London) \Mr. C. N. Bourne
Rev. A. F. Blandford, B.A. /Rev. Ralph F. G. Calder 

(Country) /Mr. Harold de Pass
Mr. James Oswald Whitmee /Mr. Philip Lyle 

(London) /Mr. H. Alan Walker
The New Chairman

Mr. J. M. Campbell, who is the eldest son of Mr. C. A. 
Campbell, was born in London in 1912 and educated at 
Eton and at Oxford. He is vice-chairman and a 
managing director of the Booker Bros. McConnell group 
of companies, chairman of their main subsidiaries 
operating in the United Kingdom, the West Indies 
and Africa, and is also vice-chairman of the governing 
body of the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture. 
He joined Curtis, Campbell & Co. (now merged with 
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd.) in 1934 and in that 
year went out to British Guiana for the first time. 
Since then he has paid regular visits to that colony and 
to Trinidad and has also visited Jamaica, Barbados 
and other West Indian islands several times.

Mr. Campbell became a treasurer of the West India 
Committee in 1944 and deputy chairman in October, 
1948. His grandfather, the late Mr. W. Middleton 
Campbell, was chairman from 1909 to 1917.

The New Deputy-Chairman
Mr. H. Alan Walker was bom in London in 1909. In 

1928 he travelled extensively in South and Central 
America and one year later joined the old Caroni 
Company in Trinidad. He is as much at home in the 
British West Indies as in his homeland and although no 
longer permanently resident there makes frequent visits 
to the Caribbean area.

He is managing director of the West Indies Sugar 
Co. Ltd., and of Caroni Limited. Mr. Walker was 

of the West India Committee 
m 1939 and appointed a treasurer in 1946.

The following table shows the names of the chairmen 
and deputy-chairmen of the Committee during the past
79 years :— Chairmen

Charles Marryat 1872-1873 Elected Feb. 2, 1872
Thomas Daniel Hill 1873-1884 Nov. 27, 1873
Sir Nevile Lubbock,

K.C.M.G. ................ 1884-1909 Aug. 7, 1884
Sir Henry Katz Davson ... 1909 Jan. 7, 1909
W. Middleton Campbell ... 1909-1917 Apr. 1, 1909
Sir Robert Rutherford 1917-1928 May 10, 1917
Sir Eliot de Pass 1928-1936 Jan. 19, 1928
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Ivan

Davson, O.B.E., T.D. ... 1936-1945 June 24, 1936
J. Gordon Miller ... 1945-1947 June 21, 1945
Lieut.-Colonel H. C. B.

Hickling, C.B.E., D.S.O.,
M.C..................................... 1947-1948 June 10, 1947

J. M. du Buisson ... 1948-1951 Oct. 21, 1948
J. M. Campbell 1951- ,, June 21, 1951

Deputy-Chairmen
Nevile Lubbock ... 1873-1884 Elected Nov. 27, 1873
Quintin Hogg ................ 1884-1898 Sept. 10, 1884
Sir Henry Katz Davson ... 1898-1909 June 23, 1898
Robert Rutherford 1909-1917 Apr. 1, 1909
Henry Alexander Trotter 1917-1920 May 10, 1917
Cyril Gurney 1920-1926 June 17, 1920
Eliot Arthur de Pass 1926-1928 Apr. 15, 1926
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Ivan

Davson, O.B.E., T.D. ... 1928-1936 Jan. 19, 1928
J. Gordon Miller ... 1936-1945 June 24, 1936

fH. J. J. Freeman 1939-1944 Dec. 19, 1939
J Lieut.-Colonel H. C. B.

♦ J Hickling, C.B.E.,
L D.S.O., M.C. 1944-1945 June 20, 1944

Lieut.-Colonel H. C. B.
Hickling, C.B.E., D.S.O.,
M.C..................................... 1945-1947 June 21, 1945

J. M. du Buisson ... 1947-1948 June 10, 1947
J. M. Campbell 1948-1951 Oct. 21, 1948
H. Alan Walker ... 1951- .. June 21, 1951
♦Additional deputy-chairmen elected under special war-time

powers.

[Continued from page 159) 
sums of money tied up but losses occur through deprecia­
tion of the stores themselves ; that local purchases can 
be made much more selectively and that there is a better 
assurance that the required types of articles will be 
supplied than in the case of orders placed with the 
Crown Agents; and that local purchases provide 
employment for appreciable numbers of people and 
thereby assist the economies of the colonies themselves.”

Much more of the value to the colonies of the work of 
the congress than the few examples we have space to 
mention will be seen when the full report is published. 
However, from these examples alone it is clear that the 
colonies have reason to be grateful to the Federation 
for the opportunities afforded by its triennial congresses 
to draw attention to their difficulties, and we are glad 
on behalf of the British West Indian colonies to express 
thanks to the president, Lord Tiewellin, for his inspiring 
leadership of the congress and to the chairman, Mr. 
John McLean, the secretary, Mr. A. de V. Leigh, and his 
staff for the care with which they conducted the arduous 
preliminaries to a congress which finally they steered 
to outstanding success. If we are left with one regret 
xv1S WaS to Trinidad alone of the British
r Indies to put forward motions for consideration 

.by the congress. We hope that chambers of commerce 
in the British West Indies will make fuller use of their 
opportunities when the Federation prepares for the next 
congress in 1954.
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MR. J. M. CAMPBELL (Chairman) AND OTHER OFFICERS OF THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE

See page 170
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Colonial Development and Welfare Acts

Grants to West

GRANTS to British Caribbean colonies under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Acts during the 
period April 1st, 1950, to March 31st, 1951,* 

amounted to £3,448,357, of which £3,284,725 were 
allocated to development and welfare schemes and 
£108,059 to research, while £55,573 took the form of 
loans.

At March 31st the total amount approved under the 
Acts was £78,735,238, the British Caribbean total 
being £16,225,731, comprising £14,429,891 in develop­
ment and welfare grants, £1,080,532 in research grants, 
and £715,308 in loans.

Development and Welfare Grants
Grants made to the University College of the West 

Indies during the year under review totalled £1,281,974. 
An allocation for the aerial photography of 24,000 square 
miles in British Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica and British 
Honduras amounted to £60,000. broadcasting develop­
ment was provided for by the allotment of £32,125, of 
which £16,225 went towards the establishment of a 
special programme service for Jamaica, British Honduras 
and the Bahamas, and £15,900 towards a similar service 
for Trinidad, Barbados and British Guiana. The sum 
of £22,756 was earmarked for meteorological services. 
Grants to the Development and Welfare Organization 
in the West Indies totalled £19,105. Supplementary 
grants were made for the provision of technical assistance 
to the West Indian colonies (£5,000) ; for aeronautical 
wireless facilities (£4,650) ; to the Caribbean Medical 
Centre (£1,240) ; and towards the provision of 20 
scholarships for medical students from Jamaica, British 
Honduras, Barbados, Trinidad, Windward Islands, 
Leeward Islands and British Guiana (£3,500). A 
number of small grants accounted for a further sum oi

Two grants were approved for Barbados : £85,000 
towards the construction of a runway at Seawell Air­
port and £6,750 for the development of water resources.

In British Guiana there were four grants : £2,000 was 
allocated to meet working expenses of the agricultural 
stations in the Potaro and Mazaruni areas ; £1,425 tor 
investigation of Bonasika Irrigation project and Toram 
Canal project; £550 towards the sterling costs of a 
visit by an American expert to advise on rice breeding , 
and £53 for expert advice on proposed ground surveys 
for hydro-electric development.

There were altogether 31 grants to British Honduras 
for various projects. Allocations for road cons rue ion 
purposes totalled £219,205. The
ment received £28,844. A ^nt of £^,000 went 
towards setting up an agricultural credit fund , a 
£25,000 towards minor economic schemes. £6,224 was 
allotted to assist in the appointment of a Deve opm__

*Return Jrf^chem^s made imdei^ the^Colonial Developmerit 
and Welfare Acts by the Secretary of State forColo , 
with the concurrence of the Treasury, in the pe 1951
1st, 1950, to March 31st, 1951. No. 189, H.M.S.O., 1951. 
Price Is. 6d. net.

Indian Colonies
Commissioner ; £6,080 towards the establishment of a 
Technical High School in Belize ; £6,172 for fishery 
development. A geological survey in the Maya Moun­
tain region received a grant of £5,186 ; rural fire services 
£4,730 ; and Baking Pot Central Farm £3,706. For the 
establishment of a Public Relations Department the 
sum of £3,107 was allocated. Various projects in 
agriculture and forestry absorbed £6,835. Investiga­
tion of port facilities at Belize and Stann Creek was 
provided for by a grant of £2,000 ; development of 
broadcasting services by an allocation of £1,960; and 
seven other projects received allocations totalling 
£5,567.

Grants to Jamaica were 36 in number. The largest 
grant (£136,361) went to the Forestry Service. £128,333 
was allotted for housing assistance to “ owner­
occupiers.” Twelve water supply schemes were pro­
vided for by grants totalling £184,960. The Social 
Welfare Commission received £73,500 ; hospitals and 
health services £123,487; the 4-H Club movement 
£33,318; the Town Planning Department £24,033. 
The sum of £8,630 was granted towards the cost of 
appointment of a scientific secretary to the Industrial 
Development Committee, £8,404 towards the cost of a 
Social Welfare Officer, and £2,730 towards a Chief 
Probation Officer. £3,500 was granted for the collection 
and compilation of vital statistics; £3,560 for the 
geological survey ; and £2,000 to the youth organization 
in Kingston and St. Andrew. Various other grants, 
including certain small allocations to the Turks and 
Caicos salt industry, amounted in all to £5,087.

Trinidad received two grants towards the school 
building programme, amounting in sum to £322,709.

The Leeward Islands were granted £5,950 towards 
the cost of appointment of an Economic and Financial 
Adviser. Grants to Antigua included £47,750 for 
maintenance and improvement of services to small 
farmers £6,072 for provision of civil aviation facilities 
at Coolidge*Field airport, and £938 for provision of an 
access road to the airport. Montserrat received £5,000 
for road development and £1,000 for hospital improve­
ments. A total sum of £19,256 was granted for agri- 
cultural development in Nevis, £19,120 of which was 
for capital expenditure in connexion with a stock farm 
A grant of £2,000 went to St. Kitts for improvement of 
medical and health services.

The Windward Islands received £1,259 towards the 
appointment of a Financial and Economic 
£2,200 towards the appointment of a Nutrition Offi 
£3,860 towards the cost of a survey of organization and 
methods in government administration, and £o, 
subsidize the operation of an airways charter service 
Dominica received 12 grants in all. Five of these.were 
for road construction work, and amounted n sum to 
mi 528 Two grants for Public Health work came to 
Z7 053 A sum of £4,000 was provided for the housing 
ff forestry staff ; £1,550 for staff for the Central Housing 
Authority £4,930 was granted towards the appoint 
ment of a Livestock Officer, and £1,792 for renovation
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of the Roseau infirmary. Grenada was allotted £20,513 
for the development of Pearls Airfield ; £13,125 towards 
capital expenditure in connexion with the Petit Etang 
water supply scheme ; £7,947 for Public Health work ; 
£5,125 to revive the post of Director of Agriculture ; 
and £469 towards the expenses of an Executive Housing 
Officer. The biggest grant to St. Lucia was for construc­
tion of a newpolice barrack building in Castries (£13,750). 
£7,802 was granted for Public Health work ; £6,800 
for transfer of lepers to British Guiana ; £6,789 for 
forest preservation ; and £6,750 for a new Methodist 
school building in Castries. Six grants were made to 
St. Vincent. £15,000 was allotted for road construction 
and improvement ; £7,198 for Public Health work ; 
£6,107 for Social Welfare work ; £4,436 for the estab­
lishment of a children’s home ; £2,205 for a pilot 
scheme for the development of the black fish industry ; 
and £763 (the unspent balance of a previous allocation) 
for the provision of books and equipment for primary 
schools.

Research Grants
Grants allocated to the British Caribbean for research 

projects amounted to £108,059, of which the sum of 
£93,394 covered four items of general interest to the 
area. The greater part of this money (£84,525) went 
to make supplementary provision for the completion 
of the Colonial Microbiological Institute in Trinidad. 
£8,100 was allocated to the West Indian Institute of 
Social and Economic Research ; £475 for low tempera­
ture research at the Imperial College of Tropical Agricul­
ture, Trinidad ; and £294 for psychological research in 
the West Indies by Mr. Deans Peggs.

Two grants were made to British Guiana for socio­
logical studies. The sum of £2,700 was allocated for the 
prosecution of a study of the negro coastal communities 
by Mr. R. T. Smith, and £600 went to supplement 
financial assistance from other sources for a sociological 
study of the Arecuna and Akowoio peoples by Miss A. 
Butt of the Institute of Social Anthropology, Oxford 
University. Jamaica received a grant of £4,315 towards 
the cost of a scientific secretary and subordinate staff 
for the Jamaica Industrial Development Committee. 
A grant of £7,050 went to Trinidad and Tobago to make 
supplementary provision for malaria research bv Mr. 
R. A. Senior White.

Loans
Loans to British Caribbean territories recorded in the 

return are three in number. A supplementary loan of 
£2,600 was made to Jamaica on account of the Mona 
reservoir and ancillary works. A further sum of 
£50,000, to be interest-free in the first instance, was 
loaned to the same colony for reorganization of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands salt industry. An interest- 
free loan of £2,973 was made to Antigua for agricultural 
development on the central farm and experimental 
plots.

An Outline of Colonial Accounting and Financial 
Procedure. Colonial Audit Department, London, 1951. 
A handbook intended primarily for those joining the 
Colonial Service without any previous knowledge of 
accounts, and likely to find themselves in the course of 
their duties responsible to some extent for the financing 
and accounting operations of their offices

Sugar for Jam

Lords’ Debate
T ord Llewellin paid a great compliment to the 

sugar industry in a recent debate* in the House of 
Lords on the subject of the allocation of sugar to house­
wives and manufacturers in the United Kingdom for 
jam making and fruit canning.

Making reference to the practical difficulties of arrang­
ing small adjustments in the content of packages for 
retail distribution, he spoke of his experiences when at 
the Ministry of Food, and said : “ But the trade can 
do it if they are told, and they will do it if they are asked, 
because I know that in my time we never asked the 
sugar industry to do anything which they did not 
immediately try to do.”

The motion, which was raised by Lord Hawke, was a 
plea for more sugar for the making of jams and fruit 
syrups and the canning of fruits, and for the adjustment 
of times of allocation of special sugar bonuses to corres­
pond with the times at which the fruit is available. 
There is now every prospect of heavy crops and a glut 
of fruit in the United Kingdom this season, much of 
which will go to waste for want of sugar (and tinplate) 
for preserving and canning.

Estimates were quoted, and supported, to show that 
the total amount of sugar required for these purposes 
would amount to less than 3 per cent of the output of 
refineries; also, that the Government’s own targets for 
soft-fruit growing would result, if achieved, in even 
greater production of fruit and a still greater need for 
sugar.

The plea was met by the Government spokesman 
with the customary arguments in regard to the difficulty 
of granting further supplies of both sugar and tinplate.

♦Parliamentary Debates (Hansard). House of Lords Official 
Report, Vol. 172, No. 75. June 21st, 1951. London, H.M.S.O. 
Price 9d. net.

International Sugar Agreement

At a meeting of the International Sugar Council 
held in London on June 26th it was decided to recom­
mend that the governments which signed the protocol 
prolonging the present International Sugar Agreement 
to August 31st, 1951, should sign another protocol 
prolonging the agreement for a further year, the protocol 
to contain a provision that if a revised agreement should 
come into force during the year the protocol would 
thereupon terminate.

The meeting was attended by representatives of 19 
governments and by observers from six other govern­
ments. A delegate from Mexico, whose government 
had become a member since the previous meeting, was 
present.

The estimate of the statistical position submitted by 
the Statistical Committee put requirements for the crop 
year ending August 31st, 1951, at 4,375,000 metric 
tons, and estimated supplies at 4,399,000 metric tons.

A report on the progress made in drafting a new 
International Sugar Agreement was presented by the 
chairman of the Special Committee.
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The Colonial Development Corporation
------------------- 4-------------------

Annual Report for 1950

AS reported in the Circular on page 267 of the 
November, 1950, issue. Lord Trefgarne resigned 
from the chairmanship of the Colonial Develop­

ment Corporation on October 31st, 1950, and was 
succeeded by Lord Reith, whose signature is appended 
to the third official report* of the Corporation, covering 
the calendar year 1950 and dealing, presumably, mainly 
with activities carried out under the direction of Lord 
Trefgame.

The report itself, as well as the work of the Corporation, 
has been subjected to considerable criticism, and was 
discussed at length in the House of Lords on June 13th. j"

New schemes started by the Corporation in 1950 
numbered 22, bringing the total number to 50, involving 
capital of £31,354,000 of which £10,175,962 had been 
spent by the end of the year.

The number of undertakings in the British Caribbean 
increased from nine to twelve, of which one was in the 
Bahamas, two were in British Guiana, four in British 
Honduras, one in Dominica, three in Jamaica and 
Dependencies, and one in St. Lucia. The total capital 
allotted to these schemes was £5,094,000, or 16$ per 
cent of the whole. Capital amounting to £387,000 had 
also been approved for two other schemes which ha 
not been proceeded with during the period under review. 
The first was a project for a mixed farm m Jamaica 
(£160,000). The second the project for a cocoa and 
banana undertaking in British Honduras (£22 , )
referred to in the previous report [see Circular, page 
213, September, 1950].

In a general discussion which precedes that section 
of the report (section IV) which gives particulars ot the 
individual projects the important point is made that 
the corporation’s potential influence m the co omes is 
apt to be exaggerated. In relation to population a 
the new investment needed to achieve= anyconsiderable 
improvement in living standards, £100,000, 
small sum, and the effects of its deployment wi n 
very obvious. The corporation’s task is to undertake 
work which others are not prepared to do and so pave 
the way for further developments. Corporation 
investments should be so laid out as to a rac o 
capital, and to stimulate capital accumulation within 
the colonies.” At the same time rising capita and 
production costs not only handicap the corp , 
but discourage private enterprise, especial y w 
new project is one which cannot be expec e P 
returns for some years. Another point ma.de is the 
desirability that colonial peoples should be able 
understand, approve of and co-operate in P to
tion’s schemes and objectives. Steps are o 
secure this end. ,Descriptions of the following projects approved for 

~ »Colonial Development
1950. Cmd. 161. H.M.S.O., 1951. Price> 2s. Officiai

tParliamentary Debates (Hansard). H M.S.O. Price
Report, Vol. 172, No. 71. June 13th, 1951. n 
9d. net.

territories in the British Caribbean are given in the 
report.

Bahamas Development Undertaking. Capital 
approved: £1,034,000. Year of capital commit­
ment : 1950. In 1950 the corporation purchased an 
estate of 8,800 acres on Eleuthera island which included 
a farm, 11 houses, a country club, offices, a cannery, 
workshops, a power house, stores and an air-strip. The 
corporation also leased 2,300 acres of fresh water swamp 
on Andros island and considered the lease of an area on 
Great Abaco island.

Agricultural plans for this project are the working of 
the existing farm on Eleuthera mainly to produce food 
for local consumption, development of the Andros 
swamp for vegetables and fruit crops, and the later 
possibility (regarding which no commitment had been 
made at the time of preparation of the report) of 
agricultural and pastoral development on Great Abaco.

Part of the Eleuthera estate is suitable for residential 
and tourist development, for which plans are under 
consideration. .

Total expenditure on this project to the end of 1950 
was £570,464. Operating results to that date had been 
disappointing.

British Guiana Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd. 
Capital approved : 1948, £200,000 ; 1951,
£562,000. The new dredgej was expected to start 
work in April, 1951—four months late owing to delay 
in delivery of the power plant. The idea of moving the 
Mahdia dredge to Konawaruk had to be abandoned, as 

it wasmuch greater capacity would be required. Additional 
deposits found in the Mahdia area will however, provide 
at feast another year’s work for the old dredge and in 
the upper Potaro prospecting may disclose deposits 
which could be worked by the original dredge, or would 
iustify the purchase of a new one.
1 The corporation now has a majority on the board of 
the company, and holds voting control. Prospects are 
held to be “ definitely good.”

British Guiana Timbers, Ltd. Capital approved : 
1948 £170,000; 1949, £1,543,000. The purpose of 
this company is the co-ordinated exploitation of British 
CIliana timber resources by modern extraction methods, 
5,“ Xi . w —■>! “V“;K 

ri'” 'S °«
timbers. nrooertiesll purchased from the

“"J^TCirculaR, September? WSoTpaS^lT

§See Circular, August2
. ||See Circular, September, 1950, page 214.

ma.de
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corporation to receive shares in the new company to 
the full extent of its expenditure, including pre-incor- 
poration losses.

In 1950 the construction programme at Manaka was 
completed so that production in 1951 could be expanded 
as required ; in the old Booker concessions log stocks 
were cleared ; and work was commenced in the Bartica 
triangle, where forest enumerations have shown a stand 
of timber at least double that of Manaka. 10,631 tons of 
logs and lumber were sold in the year, of which 19 per 
cent went to North America and 47 per cent was sold 
within the colony. The loss on operations in 1950, 
due in considerable measure to the disproportionately 
large staff during the development period, was £52,090, 
and at the end of the year the corporation had spent 
£721,164.

Costs, especially labour costs, were causing concern, 
but demand for export quality timber was expanding, 
and provided markets can be found for the corresponding 
production of other grades and the less well-known 
species, the project was expected to become a com­
mercial success, besides being of importance to the 
development of the colony.

British Honduras : Barton Ramie Estate. Capital 
approved : £347,000. Year of capital commitment 
1950. This scheme has been formed with the intention 
of experimenting with ramie growing. 2,000 acres of 
land were purchased in the El Cayo district, and 50 
acres had been cleared by the end of 1950, half of which 
was planted as a nursery. It is expected to have 1,000 
acres cleared and 200 acres planted by the end of 1951.

Processing will be carried to the stage of dry decorti­
cated ribbons (known as “China grass”), of which 40 
tons should be produced in 1952, rising to 800 tons in 
1956. Later, if a suitable degumming process can be 
acquired, the processing may be carried to the stage of 
prepared filasse, but for this more money would be 
required.

At the end of 1950 £48,348 had been spent, of which 
£33,987 had been invested in land, buildings, plant and 
other fixed assets. The report describes the scheme as a 
hopeful experiment.

British Honduras : Belize Hotel. Capital 
*PProved: £90,000. Year of capital commitment: 
1950. On Crown land in Belize, held on a 99-year 
lease, the corporation, “ urged by the British Honduras 
Government,” began the construction of an hotel which 
it is hoped should be opened in January, 1952.

The first plan is for an hotel of 24 double bedrooms 
with appropriate public rooms, but the design permits 
ot expansion to 48 bedrooms. At the end of 1950 the 
corporation had spent £19,706, and the report indicates 
that the original estimates of cost will be too low It 
is expected that demand will justify the doubling of the 
accommodation in a few years. Until then the hotel will 
probably not be self-supporting.

British Honduras Fruit Company, Ltd. Capital 
£166,000. Year of capital commitment • 

1949. This company is stated in this report to have 
1950 mcorPorated in British Honduras on June 29th,

Only 3,000 acres of the 5,500 acre property in the 
Stann Creek district proved to be suitable for bananas ;

as 4,000 acres is the minimum economic unit more land 
will be required. The corporation decided to acquire 
its partners’ interest in the company with a view to 
resale to other partners with expert knowledge of the 
banana business, and to draw up new plans for develop­
ment to include adequate arrangements for shipping and 
marketing.

Physical progress with the scheme was satisfactory, 
though land clearance proved more difficult and expen­
sive than had been anticipated. Against a planned area 
of 800 acres, 753 acres were planted during the year, 
and production started, though on what scale is not 
stated.

The sum of £172,415 had been spent by the company 
at the end of 1950.

British Honduras Stock Farms. Capital 
approved : £577,000. Year of capital commit­
ment : 1950. A manager was on the site and land 
negotiations were proceeding for this scheme, which is a 
plan for farms for cattle (for beef and dairy products), 
sheep (for wool and mutton), pigs, poultry and vegetables. 
About 70,000 acres in the El Cayo district were being 
leased and grazing rights obtained in other areas.

Full development, if the early experimental stages 
show this to be justified, is expected to take twelve 
years. At the end of 1950 the corporation had spent 
£3,258 on the investigations necessary to mount the 
scheme.

Windward Islands : Dominica Grouped Under­
taking. Capital approved : £227,000. Year of 
capital commitment: 1949. The plans for this scheme 
were given in the 1949 report* Of the two estates 
purchased, Castle Bruce proved to have about 200 acres 
suitable for citrus, and 67 acres usable for coconuts. 
Clearance proceeded and a citrus nursery was established. 
Melville Hall comprised 900 acres, of which 720 acres 
will be cultivated ; 380 acres under citrus, 340 acres 
under coconuts ; initially, bananas will be grown on 
300 acres as a quick revenue producing crop. Prepara­
tion of land was well advanced by the end of the year 
and a citrus nursery had been established; roads and 
buildings were under construction.

Steps were taken to co-operate with business and 
planting interests in the island for the purchase and 
marketing of the fruit to enable the grading and pack­
ing station, expected to work for local growers in the 
next fruit season, to be used to capacity. The grading 
and packing station had not been provided with plant 
for treatment of citrus prior to grading and packing. 
This was still needed.

The hydro-electric plant was under construction and 
expected to be completed by the end of 1951. Plans 
ot the cold store were revised to provide larger capacity ; 
this and the ice-makmg plant were expected to be in 
raddle o*’ by a temPorarV Power plant, by the 

The corporation had spent £144,242 on the scheme 
a e end of 1950, of which £92,896 were used for land 
pure ases, buildings, plant and other fixed assets, 

ngmal estimates being incomplete, new ones were 
being considered. The whole project was being re- 
orgamzed under new management. While its value 
to the economy of the island was undoubted, it was not

♦See Circular, September,!950, page 213.
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regarded as likely to show a profit.
Windward Islands : (St. Lucia) Castries Recon­

struction (Agency). The completion of the first part 
of this scheme for the rebuilding of Castries, destroyed 
by fire, was recorded in the 1949 report.* Work on the 
second part was going well at the end of 1950. The 
value of the contract was increased, by additions to the 
programme, to about £1,200,000, and completion date 
moved from March, 1951, to June, 1952.

At the end of 1950 the corporation had advanced 
47,889 for the running costs of the agency ; accrued 
fees due amounted to £22,632, of which £10,135 had 
been received.

Jamaica Cooling Store. Capital approved : 
£138,000. Year of capital commitment: 1949. 
Construction of this plant, particulars of which will be 
found on page 214 of the September, 1950, issue of the 
Circular, was completed by the planned date . Apn 
1st, 1951. ... , i

The Jamaica Citrus Growers’ Association has strongly 
supported the undertaking, and became party to an 
agreement which guarantees a minimum annual revenue. 
Arrangements were made to handle tomatoes and 
apples in the citrus off-season, and to treat tobacco.

At the end of 1950 the corporation had spent £88,632, 
of which £88,314 had gone to the erection of buildings 
plant, machinery and other fixed assets. Ihe prospe 
of the scheme are described as satisfactory.

Grand Cayman Cannery. Capital aPPr®^ : 
£50,000. Year of capital commitment . ivo . 
This scheme is a plan to build and operate a cannery on 
Grand Cayman island to process 3,000 turtles per annu , 
which the local fishermen have undertaken to supply. 
The main product would be turtle soup; the expecte 
market Canada and the United States.

Building plans were ready, and 
ordered, at the time of preparation of the p► ,
construction had been deferred pending pnenre
ment of the Cayman Turtle Association to emure 
regular supplies of turtles to the cannery.

At the end of 1950 the corporation had spent £5s526 
on the scheme, which it was expected would pay its way.

Turks and Caicos Islands : Salt Production 
Capital approved: £217,000 Year of capital 
commitment: 1948. The abandonment of the 
original proposals caused by the stakes in 1949f resulted 
in the writing off of £19,344 of which. however £15 500 
was represented by net realizable assets. ticioated 
accounts provision had been made for an anticipated 

10After£that4setback, alternative propos^ were put 
forward, and it was agreed that the Turk 
government and the local salina owner advance
company, to which the corporation would advance 

£60,000 on debenture. 844At the end of 1950 the corporation had spent £34,8 

°^T^redXt the new arrangements give a 
fair prospect of establishing the industry on asound bas .

Personnel, Welfare and Finance
In December, 1950, there were 14,000mdividualsinthe

*See Circular, September, 1950
fSee Circular, September, 1950, page 214. 

employ of the corporation, of whom 2,200 were in the 
West Indies.

Most undertakings being in areas where population 
is sparse and housing inadequate, efforts were being 
made everywhere to build up and house labour forces 
under satisfactory conditions and provide amenities, 
and training, recreational and other facilities. Stand­
ards of pay and conditions conformed to requirements 
of the local administration and were otherwise modelled 
on the best practices of local employers. Free medical 
services were being arranged for all employees overseas 
not covered by local government schemes.

There were a few small strikes during the year, none 
of them serious. A 10-day strike, la.te in 1950, stopped 
work on one forest concession in British Guiana, and a 
general strike in that colony partially stopped work 
early in 1951. In Castries a dispute between con­
tractor and staff lasted a fortnight.

The Consolidated Balance Sheet at December 31st, 
1950 showed a debit balance at Profit and Loss account 
of £1,689,309 made up of £369,060 at January 1st, 
1950, and £1,320,249 net loss during 1950. This balance 
sheet is supported by a statement giving details for 
each undertaking. “ Failure and disappointment, 
states the report, “ are inevitable in the work the 
corporation was set up to do ; inevitable also that these 
should attract more attention than any success. Foi 
the losses which result the corporation is alone respons­
ible_ and of course purposes to make them good. ’ 
Many of the schemes, too, are long-term projects from 
which returns, under favourable conditions, must be 
slow to come, and these are the cases in which the 
help of the corporation is particularly valuable. West 
Indians will watch developments in the Caribbean area 
with a critical but understanding eye. 

(Continued from page 168)

to date are encouraging it is imperative to secure 
verification that there is no contamination of the cocoa 
bean in order to meet with the requirements of the 
Medical Research Council m Britain and the Food and 
Drug Administration in the U.S.A., and further to 
confirm that there is no lowering of the quality of the 
cocoa beans so as to reassure the chocolate manufacturers. 
The Managing Director of Pest Control Ltd. has stated 
that experiments by their radiotracer method have shown 
that the insecticide is decomposed m the cocoa plant, 
and particularly in the pods, so that after the harvest­
ing and fermenting no traces are left in the cocoa beans.

Subject to the above and any unforeseen develop- 
. J pxnerts of the West African Cacao Research 

? tante and Pest Control Ltd. believe that the 
application of this insecticide together with the cutting 
out of visibly infected trees will avoid the necessity for 
“Æ à

BiéspeB
La “L «largely depend on how vigorously the aPP^10“ o f^d 
systemic insecticide and the cutting out of the diseased 

trees are pursued.
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Swollen Shoot of Cocoa

Control of Mealy-Bug Vector
A Press Communiqué issued by the Colonial Office 

Information Department on May 5th, 1951, sets out 
the text of a statement on mealy-bug control given to 
the Korsah Committee* at the West African Cacao 
Research Institute, Tafo :—

Following the press release of April 28th by the 
Director of Cocoa Research on the work of Pest Control 
Ltd., at the West African Cacao Research Institute, 
the managing director of Pest Control Ltd. of Cambridge 
and the Director of the West African Cacao Research 
Institute wish to make known jointly the following 
information.

Further progress has been made by a research team 
of Pest Control Ltd., working at the West African Cacao 
Research Institute on the control of the cocoa mealy-bug 
which transmits the swollen shoot disease. Another 
field experiment on 500 trees has been completed and the 
result demonstrated to the Director of Agriculture and 
also the Director of the Commonwealth Institute of 
Entomology, who flew to the Gold Coast to witness this 
important advance in the fight against swollen shoot. 
Subsequently, the results were also shown to the Korsah 
Committee during their recent visit to the West African 
Cacao Research Institute.

In this experiment an excellent control of the mealy­
bug was again obtained showing a mortality of 99.95 
per cent of the insects. The chemical used is a new 
systemic insecticide specially developed for Gold Coast 
conditions by Pest Control Ltd., and it is proposed that 
this chemical be named Hannane after Doctor Hanna, 
well-known entomologist and leader of Pest Control 
research team. This chemical is highly poisonous and 
should only be applied by specially trained operators 
under medical supervision. Owing to the poisonous 
nature of the insecticide, food crops in close proximity 
to the treated trees will have to be removed. The 
insecticide is applied to the ground at the foot of the 
tree whence it is taken up by the feeder roots and 
transmitted through the sap stream over the entire 
tree. The sucking mealy-bugs absorb the poison while 
feeding and are killed.

It must be remembered that the insecticide kills only 
the mealy-bugs, while the swollen shoot virus in the 
tree is not affected. The insecticide remains active 
for eight weeks m the tree and apparently does not harm 
the pollinating insects or beneficial predatory insects 
which feed on the mealy-bugs.

Further progress has also been made in the method of 
application, which is being simplified. The method of

iS n°Vel and wel1 a^aPted to conditions 
oi the West African cocoa farms and does not require any 
machinery A field experiment on three acres of swollen 
shoot infected cocoa is now in progress at the West 
African Cacao Research Institute on a farm représenta^ 
and S Condl+tlons prevailing in the devastated areas 
and it is hoped to carry out larger scale experiments in 
areas where isolated outbreaks occur. Although results 

(Continued at foot of previous page)
*The Korsah Committee is^nquiring into the 

organization of the " cutting out " campaign th°dS and

New Capital for the Colonies

Income Tax Anomaly in U.K.
^he West India Committee have submitted to the 

Royal Commission on the Taxation of Profits and 
Income a memorandum calling attention to some ways 
in which United Kingdom taxation as at present 
applied to the income from overseas investments was 
or might be detrimental to the successful development 
of British colonies.

The memorandum explained that in most colonies 
there was an urgent need for production of new wealth 
and for the development of natural resources in order 
to support the rising needs of ever increasing populations. 
This had been recognized in a practical manner by the 
governments of some of those colonies which had 
enacted legislation encouraging approved new industrial 
development by exemption from taxes of the profits 
earned during the first five years, including exemption 
in favour of the recipients of dividends paid out of such 
profits.

The development of the industries which was necessary 
to the welfare of the colonies could not take place 
without the provision of capital on a substantial scale, 
and, as the colonies had not worth-while accumulations 
of capital, there was none available locally for invest­
ment. Accordingly they must look to other countries 
and preponderantly to the United Kingdom.

In so far as the provision of the necessary finance 
was not to come directly or indirectly (as, for example, 
through the Colonial Development Corporation) from 
Public funds, it must come from the private individual 
^ther directly or indirectly (through investment or 
holding companies). It appeared to be in accordance 
with the policy of His Majesty’s Government to encourage 
the provision of capital for suitable new colonial enter­
prises by investors in this country. There were few 
individuals, as such, who would be willing or able to 
subscribe capital directly in worth-while amounts for 
an investment overseas and such investment must 
largely come from United Kingdom companies.

Ine memorandum accordingly brought to the notice 
oi the Royal Commission that the present system of 
charging income from overseas investments to United 
Kingdom taxes actually resulted firstly in the collection 
by the Inland Revenue of income tax on certain profits 
which, were it not for the exemption from taxation 
given m the colonies, would not be collected; and, 
secondly m a discrimination through the profits tax 
° ^dyantage of an investor in this country

V1 a United Kingdom company,
e therefore, of the present system was to

mr, y’ a Un'ted Kingdom investor was
concerned, the effect of the colonial legislation designed 

m™stmetnt in certain enterprises and to 
colonial gf -r ^°W capital to the under-developed 

f Which was contrary to declared
policy of His Majesty's Government.
of 51^% for the consideration of the members
¿nmm >7 Commission whether they should not 

first' to grant relief 
derived r 6 kingdom income tax in respect of income 
exemnfPdrfm Colo.nIal enterprises exempted or partly 

empted from colonial taxes at least equivalent to the
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relief given in the colonies in which the enterprises 
operated, and, secondly, to grant relief from profits tax 
in respect of income derived from enterprises so exempted 
equivalent to the relief which would be given upon 
that income if it were franked investment income.

Colonial Office Asked to Help
A copy of the memorandum was sent to the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies with a request that, without 
waiting for action by the Royal Commission, which 
action might well be long delayed by reason of the 
wide field to be covered, he would use his good offices 
to obtain from His Majesty’s Government an assurance 
that steps would be taken forthwith to ensure that 
revenues which are forgone by colonial governments in 
the interests of colonial development should be directed 
to the benefit of those whom the legislation was de­
signed to benefit and not simply transferred to swell the 
revenue of the United Kingdom.

The Secretary of State has replied that it will be 
necessary to consider this request with the Inland 
Revenue Department.

Trinidad Beer

The Caribbean Development Company will have 
68 storage tanks for beer when the 32 additional tanks 
now on the verge of completion have been installed. 
With the 36 tanks formerly available beer was brewed 
four times per week, an average of 1,789 gallons of beer 
being handled at each brewing and preserved for thiee 
months before being marketed.

The new extension will enable the brewery to brew 
eight times per week instead of four, thereby doubling 
the output.

(Continued from next column)
Mr. Joynson-Hicks : Can the Minister tell the House 

the principles on which these grants are made, and how 
it is decided which of the territories shall benefit.

Mr. Griffiths : Perhaps the hon. Gentleman will put 
down that question, when I shall be glad to answer it.

Following is the statement :—
Details of the projects and grants are as follows 
Sierra Leone : A grant of £75,000 for the construction 

of 10 new bridges to replace old and inefficient roa 
ferries.

The Gold Coast : A grant of £500,000 for the con­
struction of a rail link between Achiasi and Nwasam

Nigeria : A grant of £162,500 for the expansion of the 
Enugu Collieries and a grant of £364,300 for the improve­
ment and construction of a road from Kano roug 
Maiduguri to the French Nigerian border.

Tanganyika : A grant of £600,000 for the construction 
of a road from Morogoro to Iringa.

Northern Rhodesia : A grant of £^9^00 for the 
improvement of the road from Broken Hill to 
on the Tanganyika border.

North Borneo : A grant of £340,150 for the construe- 
tion of new wharves at Victoria, Jesselton and Sandaka .

British Guiana : A grant of £221,800 for the drainage 
and irrigation of an area for rice production.

E.C.A. Grants

Help for Eight Colonial Projects
A/Tr. N. Macpherson asked the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies in the House of Commons on June 
13th whether he would make a statement on the grant 
of financial aid by the Economic Co-operation Adminis­
tration for the development of British Colonial Terri­
tories ; and what were the terms and conditions on which 
advances were made.

In reply, Mr. Griffiths said : British colonial territories 
are eligible for E.C.A. aid for general economic develop­
ment, for the development of strategic materials and for 
technical assistance.

Aid for general development has until recently been 
limited to free grants to pay for essential equipment 
available only in the United States. The E.C.A., how­
ever, announced on June 5th the grant of financial 
assistance, amounting to 50 per cent of the total cost, 
to eight projects in colonial territories. No conditions 
were attached to this assistance, other than that the 
projects will be completed.

E.C.A. assistance for the development of strategic 
materials is granted on a loan basis. A condition of the 
loan is normally that it shall be repayable in raw 
m t c n s

As regards technical assistance, in view of the very 
great shortage of technical experts, this is confined to 
recruitment for short term investigations, and surveys.

Mr. Macpherson : Could the Minister say whether any 
conditions regarding the employment of certain people 
are attached, and, secondly, in regard to the materials 
side, what are the conditions of interest on the loan .

Mr. Griffiths : In answer to the first part of the 
question, no conditions were attached to this assistance 
other than that the projects will be completed.

On the same day Mr. Griffiths was asked a question 
bv Mr Donner, and this question together with supple- 
mentaries and Mr. Griffiths’s answers are given below

Mr Donner : To which colonies, Protectorates and/or 
Trusteeship Territories the £2,750,000 grant from the 
Economic Co-operation Administration’s special reserve 
fund for overseas development will be allotted , and 
whether he will publish a detailed statement showing the 
= purposes for which these grants from Marshali 
Aid funds will be made in each territory.

"Member’s permission I will circulate 
thFdetaUed statement for which he asks wrth the 

0 M^nner^ Can the Minister say whether^tlmse 
grants are specially designed tc’supplement the Bntrs r 
investment programme, or whether they 
regarded as two wholly separate operations .

$ • No Sir they are not regarded as
serrate orations. The grants are designed to supple- 

ment the investment programme.
(Continued at foot of preceding column)
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Canada and the West Indies

Jamaica’s Point of View
By H. P. Jacobs

^he last few weeks have witnessed in Jamaica a con­
siderable revival of interest in Canada. This interest 

is not widespread, nor does it penetrate far down in the 
community. It remains essentially a peculiarity of the 
administrative, producing and trading sections and at 
first sight it is of superficial significance only.

The extraordinary isolation of Jamaica from the 
Dominion makes our relations with Canada unreal to 
most people. Canadian goods here have for four years 
been diminishing in quantity. The shipping service is 
poor. Canada does not, like the United States, promise 
to be an El Dorado for surplus Jamaican labour. 
There is no Canadian policy in the Caribbean, no mani­
festation of Canadian power, which can stimulate the 
imagination as America constantly does through the 
visits of her warships, by her ambitious social experi­
ments in Puerto Rico, by her partnership in the Carib­
bean Commission. Jamaica is less conscious of Canada 
than she is of America ; little news about Canada is 
published here, and the nature of Canadian news, 
again, does not make its publication a good investment

Canada’s agreement with Cuba is resented. Jamaicans 
forget that they have not kept their goods on the 
Canadian market; that they have not even given any 
striking encouragement to the British West Indies 
Trade Commissioner in Montreal; that they have never 
fostered the Canadian tourist trade, which would bring 
new business contracts in its wake ; and that Canadians 
cannot be pleased to find their exports to Jamaica 
diminishing. There is something unreal in the Jamaican 
feeling that Canada proposes to betray Jamaica by 
removing the banana preference at a time when Jamaican 
bananas are under contract to the Ministry of Food 
and production is still only some 6,000,000 exportable 

. count bunches at a time, too, when dollar restric­
tions keep Canadian goods off the Jamaican market.

One important feature of the present revival of 
interest in Canada is that it is beginning to be realized 
that Canadian trade has to be a two-way business. The 
Cuban deal shows that Canada is interested in the 
Caribbean trade. If ships can sail more frequently from

to Havana, they can sail more frequently from 
Halitax to Kingston—provided cargo justifies this.

It follows that the present alarm in influential circles 
here will gradually strengthen the idea, already held by 
many people not in business or the administrative 
hierarchy, that Jamaica is destined to change her trading 
^^-7 relations. Just as Canada, though part 
ot the British Commonwealth, is irresistibly drawn into 
w American orbit, so, it is argued, must the British 
West Indies be drawn out of the sterling area.

Such an invincible attraction may be like that of the 
Lodestone Rock. You can believe in it without being 
sure that it is a good thing—while fearing that it may 
be drawing you from the course you really wish to follow 
Canadian production resembles that of the northern 
es^tll to and the British market is
essential to her. Jamaican production is similarlv 
related to that of Florida, California or Louisiana to 

say nothing of America’s economic prolongation into 
Cuba or of her Caribbean territories. Jamaica therefore 
needs the British market—like Canada, though with this 
difference, that while Montreal and Kingston are almost 
on the same meridian, Montreal is much the closer to 
Britain.

The Regional Economic Committee, at its meeting in 
Barbados, showed a ready and almost precipitate 
recognition of the importance of combined action by the 
British West Indies with regard to Canada. The brusque 
unilateralism of Canada had had a tonic effect. West 
Indian complacency was disturbed by the discovery that 
not only Britain, but Canada, could and would act on 
economic questions without consulting Montserrat.

The same important discovery was made by the West 
Indies after the Ottawa agreement. But the reaction 
is inevitably of a different order, a fact which is concealed 
by the absence now, as then, of any widespread popular 
interest. At the time of Ottawa there were no strong 
self-government movements, no organized politics, no 
feeling at all for federation, no penetration of the whole 
Caribbean by America. The feelings created by Canada’s 
present attitude will gradually affect the outlook of the 
colonies—at any rate that of Jamaica—on their relation­
ships to each other and to the sterling area. The belief 
that economic prosperity can be attained only through 
greater freedom in trading relations is a powerful 
latent force, and for the first time there is now some­
thing to make it active.

The Pictorial Pages

^he photograph reproduced in the first of the pictorial 
pages was taken in St. Paul’s Cathedral during an 

American Independence Day Memorial Service. The 
Dean, Dr. Matthews, is seen dedicating the American 
Roll of Honour in memory of the 28,000 Americans who 
gave their lives in military operations from Britain 
during the last war. General Eisenhower is seen stand­
ing near the Dean and on the right are the Queen, 
Princess Elizabeth, Princess Margaret, and other 
members of the Royal Family.
. The visit of the West Indian Trade Mission to London 
is referred to on page 161 of this issue. A cocktail 
party was given to the delegates by the West India 
Committee at the West Indian Club on June 21st, and 
a photograph taken on that occasion appears on the 
op half of the second pictorial page. Those shown 

F°u i/V0 right) are: Sir Hylton Poynton, Mr. 
Keith McCowan, Mr. Albert Gomes, Mr.' Alexander 
Bustamante, Miss Gladys Longbridge (secretary to Mr. 
Bustamante), Mr. H. Alan Walker, Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
w TGrantIey Adams, Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood and Mr. 
w. J. Raatgever.

The election of officers of the West India Committee 
or e year 1951-52, made at a meeting of the Executive 

Committee on June 21st, is reported on page 162. A 
pio ograph taken after the meeting, and reproduced 
Mr i£W<? hal£ °f the second Pictorial page, shows 

• ¿Jm u chairman, standing, and on his
A an Walker> deputy chairman. On the 

left of the chairman is Mr. J. M. du Buisson, recently 
chairman and now a vice-president, and Mr A. E. V. 
Barton, secretary.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

c^an^e from Chu’ch plate.” 

* * *
Henckell, du Buisson & Co., of Laurence Pountney

Hill, announce that Mr. John Desmond Henderson 
has been admitted a partner in the firm.

* * *
D. Q. Henriques & Co. Ltd., of Lloyds Avenue, 

announce that Mr. Eric Joseph Timon, who joined the 
company in 1945, has been appointed a director.

* * *
Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 

have included the following : Hon. W. Harrison Cour­
tenay, Mr. G. M. Eccles, Mr. Guy O’Reilly, Dr. L. R. 
Sharples and Mr. Roy Wilson.

* * *
Mr. R. L. M. Kirkwood, of Jamaica, who accompanied 

Mr. Alexander Bustamante to London, in an unofficial 
capacity, for the recent trade talks, left London by air 
on July 3rd for Kingston. He travelled via New York.

* * *
Miss Alison Darleen Panton, who was married 

to Mr. Rupert Henry Black on June 28th, is the daughter 
of Mr. Albert C. Panton, Assistant Commissioner and 
Postmaster of the Cayman Islands, and Mrs Panton. 
The ceremony was held at the Elmslie Memorial Pres y 
terian Church, Georgetown, Grand Cayman.

* * *
The Royal Empire Society, the Victoria League and 

the Over-Seas League held a joint reception on July 
11th, at the Royal Empire Society, inhonour of the 
colonial visitors attending the Festival of Britain as 
guests of the United Kingdom Government Lord and 
Lady Chatfield (Royal Empire Society), Lady Worsiey 
(Victoria League) and Sir Arthur Longmore (Over-Seas 
League) received the guests.

* * *
Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. announce the f^^ing 

changes in the board: Mr. A. J Ruthven Murray 
hitherto assistant managing director, has been aPP° 
managing director; Mr. E. G. C. Marda a 
appointed to the board as assistant managing d^^o ’ 
and will continue to be the company s general man^ 
in Trinidad ; Mr. H. I). Acres, hitherto busmess^manager, 
has been appointed to the board as commercial directo .

* * *
Mrs. Kate R. Harcourt, who, we greatly regret to 

learn, died at her home at Puttenham, Guildford on 
June 1st, after a long illness borne with unfailing courage, 
was the wife of Mr. F. G. Harcourt a former Admmistra- 
tor of Antigua. During the war Mrs. Harcourt had a 
narrow escape from drowning when the vessel in winch 
she was travelling to join her husband “Antigua was 
torpedoed. Mr. Harcourt is about to .u"d^° a_““° 
operation and his many friends will wish him a speedy 

recovery. * * *
Mr. Garnet Gordon, an elected member of the 

Legislative Council of St. Lucia, was among recent 

visitors to the West India Committee Rooms. He is 
one of the unofficial representatives from the colonial 
territories invited here, as reported in last Circular, 
by the United Kingdom Government to visit the Festival 
in London, Edinburgh and Oxford. Mr. Gordon tells 
us that good progress is being made with the rebuilding 
of St. Lucia’s capital, Castries, but that there may be 
delay in completing the work to schedule owing to the 
shortage of steel.

* * *
The Leeward Islands Scholarship, awarded on the 

results of the Higher School Certificate Cambridge 
Examination, has been won this year by Miss June 
Birkett, of the Antigua Girls’ High School, writes Miss 
Helen Goodwin, our correspondent in Antigua. It is 
the first occasion on which the school has entered pupils 
for this examination. Formerly, the Leeward Islands 
Scholarship was awarded on the results of the School 
Certificate Examination. Miss Birkett is the elder 
daughter of Mr. Edwin Birkett, manager of the Royal 
Bank of Canada in Antigua.

* * *
Mr. G. G. R. Sharp, chairman of the Citrus Co. of 

Jamaica, Ltd., and of the Citrus Co. of British Honduras 
Ltd., was another recent caller at the Committee Rooms. 
Mr. Sharp arrived in London on May 10th and left a 
few days later for Nigeria in connexion with the business 
of the Cameroons Development Corporation, of which 
he is a director. He then visited South Africa and 
Rhodesia—to see their citrus industries—and Kenya, 
and, travelling via Cairo, returned to London at the end 
of June. He has since been having talks with the 
Colonial Office and the Ministry of Food in regard to 
citrus from Jamaica and British Honduras and will 
leave London for Kingston, via Montreal, at the end of

July- * * *
During his visit to Norfolk Street Mr. Sharp was 

accompanied by his brother Mr. H. R. Sharp, who came 
to this side some weeks ago to purchase equipment for 
the citrus processing plants of their companies in 
Jamaica and British Honduras.

(Continued from page 172)
Executive Council of the Association of Universities of 
the British Commonwealth. During the year the 
University College of the West Indies was admitted to 
the Federated System of Superannuation of Universities.

The report concludes with an expression of satisfaction 
with the qualifications of the academic staffs and the 
aualitv of the students enrolled ; a reminder of the 
importance of ensuring that the students framed at these 
new colonial institutions shall be used to the best 
advantage and that too high a proportion should not be 
absorbed into government service; and a plea that 
members of the home and other universities will not 
merely compete for advertised vacancies on the staffs 
but will also regard these new institutions as ‘P
which some of them will wish to go or to send their 

research students.
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Higher Education in the Colonies

Report of the Inter-University Council

THE third report* of the Inter-University Council 
for Higher Education in the Colonies, which covers 
the period October, 1949, to September, 1950, is 

largely statistical in content, and measures progress by 
the number of institutions in course of development, 
increase in numbers of staff and students, buildings 
completed and in process of erection, and financial 
assistance provided and promised.

There are now three universities and five university 
colleges in the British Colonial Territories and the 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan ; the Royal University of Malta ; 
the University of Hong Kong; the University of 
Malaya ; the University College of the West Indies • 
the University College of the Gold Coast; University 
College, Ibadan, Nigeria; Makerere College the 
University College of East Africa; and the Gordon 
Memorial College, Khartoum. Of these, during the 
year under review, the University of Malaya was 
founded in October, 1949, the University College of the 
West Indies formally installed the Chancellor,! and 
Makerere College achieved university college status.

A desideratum in all universities is that there should 
be a generous staff/student ratio, to give the staff 
adequate time for research. At the time of preparing 
the report the numbers of full-time teaching staff 
members (excluding those appointed to research positions 
and not including vacancies authorized but unfilled) 
compared with the total numbers of students in the 
various institutions, was as follows :__

University of Hong Kong 
University of Malaya ...............  
University College of the West

Indies
University College of the Gold 

Coast ...
University College, Ibadan ' ” 
University College of East Africa 
Gordon Memorial College

Percentage 
Staff ¡Students

8.11
10.49

23.77

28.64
20.18
13.08
16.32

Staff 
58 
83

34

61 
66 
31
55

Students
715
791

143

213
327
237
337

however.,, Jnter-University Council point out, however 
that when the three new university colleges, West 

Gold Coast and Ibadan, have their permanent 
mldmgs and are able to admit greater numbers of 

staff^N 7111 ie a Pr°P°rtionate increase in 
staff Nevertheless the Council hopes that in all cases 
rluA possible to maintain a generous staff/student 
ratio. In several subjects the year under review showed 
an improvement m the fields of candidates applying 
or stafi vacancies and there was an increasing influx 

of locally born staff. 5
All the institutions were occupied with building and 

site extension schemes. As regards the University 
CoHege °f the West Indies, the first hall of residence was 
completed m the summer of 1950, and the first building 

fCiRcuLAR, March, 1950, page 57. 

school, and the hospital) is expected to be completed by 
December, 1953.

The remarks on finance indicate that by the end of the 
period under review almost the whole of the sum of 
£6,000,000, earmarked for university development from 
funds available under the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act up to 1956, had been committed. Financial 
support given by the local governments is described as 
generous, and particulars are given of notable con­
tributions from non-govemment sources, none of which, 
however, apply to the West Indies. Nevertheless, 
the report states, development was still hampered by 
shortage of funds, on account of which, in several 
instances and in spite of every economy, building 
schemes would have to remain only partially completed. 
Which schemes these were is not stated.

Consultation took place during the year between the 
Inter-University Council and the Colonial Research 
Council on the close association in the colonies of 
research and higher education, and the report makes 
mention of research undertaken in the chemistry depart­
ment of the University College of the West Indies which 
was assisted by the Colonial Products Research Council, 
and of the Institute of Social and Economic Research 
established as part of that University College. It is 
pointed out, however, that the main volume of research 
at the colonial university institutions arises from the 
private work of the academic staff. These specialists, 
working in areas which provide, in several subjects, 
new materials and new problems, represent a substantial 
addition to the resources of science and scholarship.

Good progress was made in building up the various 
libraries, and at the University College of the West 
Indies, which was visited by the Library Adviser to the 
Inter-University Council in February, 1950, the number 
of books reached the total of 19,485?

Extra-mural activities attained the greatest develop­
ment in the University Colleges of the West Indies, the 
Gold Coast, and Ibadan. In the West Indies the extra­
mural staff comprised the Director, seven full-time 
resident tutors and a staff tutor. Each resident tutor 
developed activities to suit the conditions of his par­
ticularterritory, and the various programmmes exhibited 
a great variety of method. The department continued 
to publish Caribbean Quarterly, started publication of 
1 ne Extra-Mural Bulletin, and issued six booklets in the 
series Caribbean Affairs.

were paid to the University College of the 
est Indies during the year under review by three 

members of the Inter-University Council—Sir James 
Irvine, Sir Raymond Priestley and Professor L. J. 
navis. In connexion with the development of the 
scneme of special relationship with the University of 
Eondon, visits were paid by Professor Lucas Keene and 

rofessor G. Stead. Dr. Taylor, principal of the college, 
xT en^e 11 , Commonwealth Universities conference in 
New Zealand, m August, 1950, as one of the representa­
tives oi the colonial university institutions on the

(Continued on preceding page)
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West Indies at Westminster

Sugar for Office Workers. Mr. Carson asked the Minister of 
Food why factory workers were allowed an allocation of tea and 
sugar whilst office workers were allowed one of tea only ; and 
at what particular point the demarcation line was drawn.

In a written answer of June 4th, Mr. Webb stated that sugar 
was supplied for industrial workers, but not in offices or shops, 
on the ground that the demands on the physical energy of 
industrial workers were generally greater. Naturally he should 
have liked to extend the arrangement to office and shop workers ; 
but, unfortunately, as long as supplies were restricted a line 
had to be drawn somewhere.

Communists, Grenada. Asked by Major Legge-Bourke 
on June 6th if he was now in a position to make a further state­
ment regarding the influence of Communists in Grenada, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. James Griffiths, said 
that while the position had been carefully watched, the Governor 
had no evidence that the recent strikes in Grenada were 
occasioned by Communist activity. One case of Communist 
literature being sent to Grenada had been reported.

U.K.-Cuba Sugar Agreement. Sir H. Williams asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what protests he had received 
from the British West Indies against the proposed agreement in 
respect of the importation of Cuban sugar into the United 
Kingdom ; and what reply he had made.

Mr. Griffiths, in a written answer of June 6th, stated, “ I have 
received a number of representations from the British West Indies 
about possible purchases of sugar by the United Kingdom from 
Cuba during the period 1951-53 inclusive. The British West 
Indies have been informed that His Majesty’s Government have 
noted their views on this matter and are taking them fully into 
account. As the hon. Member will be aware, my hon. Friend 
the Secretary for Overseas Trade recently visited the British 
West Indies to discuss the negotiations in question with repre­
sentatives of those colonies.”

Disorders in Jamaica. Mr. P. Smithers asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether he would make a statement 
with regard to the riots which occurred in Jamaica on June 18th 
and 19th in which a number of people were injured.

Mr. Cook, Under-Secretary of State, stated in a written answer 
of June 25th that there had been no riots. Some disorder had 
occurred at meetings connected with the forthcoming Municipal 
elections. On June 18th a few stones were thrown by hooligans 
at two meetings in Kingston and at about 11 p.m. the police 
used tear smoke to prevent a clash between some 1,500 supporters 
of two political parties. Five persons received slight injuries. 
Proceedings for assault had been taken against four others.

Leaf Scald Disease of Sugar. Mr. Roland Robinson asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th what 
had been the results of the investigation into the leaf scald 
disease in British Guiana made by Dr. E. V. Abbott, the plan 
pathologist from the United States Department of Agriculture, 
who recently visited the colony under the auspices of the Economic 
Co-operation Administration, and what steps it was now propose 
to take to eradicate that disease. , , ,

In reply, Mr. Griffiths said that Dr. Abbott had completed 
his investigations. He and Mr. Wiehe, a plant pathologist from 
Nyasaland, who had been seconded to British Guiana to super­
vise work on that disease, had jointly prepared a programme o 
control and research. Certain immediate control measures 
were being instituted.

Caribbean Oil Refining. Mr. Errol asked the Minister of 
Fuel and Power on June 4th what steps were being taken to 
expand oil refining capacity in British Caribbean territories.

Mr. P. Noel-Baker said that Trinidad was the only British 
territory in the Caribbean where refining was done During tne 
last three years the Trinidad Leaseholds Company had increased 
the output of its refinery at Point-à-Pierre by about on® 
it was now about 3,250,000 tons a year. The plant was being 
modernized and a catalytic cracking unit was being put: up. 
When that work was done the plant would produce a wide 

any consitoathm 
was being given to establishing refineries in other British west 

Indian islands to refine oil from Venezuela and other Gulf 
territories.

Mr. Noel-Baker said that there were, in fact, British-controlled 
company refineries in Venezuela and Curacao and Shell had a 
refinery in Trinidad ; but the companies now preferred to erect 
refineries near the point of consumption.

C.D.C. Administration. Mr. T. Reid asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if, in view of the proposals to decentralize 
the administration of the Colonial Development Corporation, 
he would consider placing on its managing bodies in the colonies 
some of their local administrative and technical servants and 
local unofficial persons of exceptional merit for such membership, 
in order to secure essential knowledge of local conditions before 
schemes were adopted and implemented.

Mr. Dugdale, Minister of State, in a written answer of June 
20th, stated : “ Matters of internal organization are really for 
the Colonial Development Corporation. I can, however, assure 
my hon. Friend that the Corporation have the particular point 
he raises very much in mind, and I would refer him to paragraph 
4 of the Corporation’s latest annual report.”

Raw Materials from Colonies. Sir Ian Fraser asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies what steps he was taking 
to secure the maximum contribution from the colonial territories 
of raw materials in scarce supply.

The Minister of State, Mr. Dugdale, who replied, said that 
colonial governments were fully aware of the raw materials 
situation, and, where necessary, His Majesty’s Government 
were willing to help them to secure additional finance, capital 
equipment or labour required for increased production. Pro­
duction was also encouraged by the offer of long term contracts 
by United Kingdom Government purchasing agencies where 
that appeared desirable.

Sugar Prices. Mr. Geoffrey Cooper asked the Minister of 
Food on June 18th on what basis it was decided to pay ¿10 a 
ton more for supplies of sugar from foreign sources than the 
prices paid to our own colonies, including Jamaica.

Mr. Webb replied : “ We have agreed to purchase the whole 
of the exportable surplus of sugar from Commonwealth countries 
up to the end of next year. This year’s price was agreed, as 
giving a reasonable return to producers, with Commonwealth 
representatives last December. Commonwealth supplies, how­
ever, are not sufficient to cover all our commitments and we 
therefore have to buy foreign sugar at the open market price, 
which at present is above the Commonwealth price. But our 
arrangements with Commonwealth producers are based on long­
term guarantees, which give them security against falls in price, 
other than such as could be justified by a fall in production 
costs.” .,

Mr Cooper then asked Mr. Webb if he was aware that recent 
information indicated that the disparity between the prices was 
as much as from ¿22 to ¿25 a ton. Could he justify the policy 
of cutting the price paid for Commonwealth grown sugar and 
then making contributions from the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Fund and, at the same time, paying high prices to Cuba.

In reply Mr. Webb said that the whole point of those 
guarantees’was to give long-term security to the producers ; 
but they could not have it both ways : they could not have 
the world price when the world price was high and have a 
guaranteed price when the world price was down The whole 
point was to give a long-term security on which they could 
base their long-term programmes of production.

West Indies Federation. Mr. Ralph Morley asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th what steps 
were being taken to give effect to the proposals of the Closer 
ZsocS Committee, promulgated in 1948, for the formation 

of a federation of the British West Indies.Mr jîmes Griffiths replied : ” I would refer my hon Friend 
to the reply which my right hon. Friend theMin^terof State 
"ave to my hon. Friend the Member for Accrington (Mr. H. Hynd) 
S this Subject on March 14th.* Th® Position is-nchanged^

Mr. Morley then asked: “Is my right hon. ^lend awar2 that 
there is a great deal of disappointment m the West Indies over

♦See Circular for April, page 90.
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the delay in forming this federation and could he give some 
assurance that it is the definite intention of the Government to 
support the proposal for a federation and to hasten its forma­
tion ? ”

In reply, Mr. Griffiths said : “ We have commended the 
report to the consideration of all the governments and peoples 
in the West Indies, and we have been waiting until they have 
had time to debate it. I am sorry to say that it has not yet 
been debated in British Guiana, Barbados, British Honduras or 
Jamaica, but we hope that they will take an early opportunity of 
discussing it.”

Mr. Geoffrey Cooper then asked Mr. Griffiths if it was not a fact 
that the rate and type of development in the various West 
Indian colonies was so varied that it was thought in some 
quarters that federation was not going to help as much as some 
people imagined.

Mr. Griffiths said that there were, he knew, varying views 
about the proposals in the West Indies.

Drax Hall Plantation, Barbados. Mr. James Johnson 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th 
whether the Governor of Barbados had yet initiated legislation 
as requested by the House of Assembly for the purchase of a 
plantation known as Drax Hall for the breaking up into one 
acre plots ; and how many other plantations of absentee pro­
prietors there were which could be used for families in need.

Mr. Griffiths said that he had no information about that matter. 
He was consulting the Governor and would communicate with 
Mr. Johnson as soon as he had received his reply.

Mr. Johnson then asked : ‘‘Is my right hon. Friend aware 
that there are 700 needy families in the parish of St. George, and 
will he assure us that he will do his best to see that these land 
hungry peasants get a stake in their own country ? ”

Replying, Mr. Griffiths said that he had an interest in that 
matter and would certainly bear in mind the point made by Mr. 
Johnson.

Self-Government. Brigadier Rayner asked the Secretary of 
State for Commonwealth Relations on June 7th what consulta­
tion takes place with members of the Commonwealth regarding 
any decision to establish self-government in a colony.

Mr. Gordon-Walker said : “ Whilst the United Kingdom 
Government alone carry the responsibility for internal con­
stitutional developments in colonies dependent upon the United 
Kingdom, we recognize the interest of the Governments of other 
members of the Commonwealth, and it is our practice to keep 
them informed of major developments in that sphere. Were 
any question of admission to full and independent membership 
of the Commonwealth to arise, all existing members would, 
following past practice, be consulted.”

In reply to a further question by Brigadier Rayner, Mr. 
Gordon-Walker said : “ We must make quite clear the distinction 
between the grant of responsible self-government within the 
Commonwealth, which is a matter for the United Kingdom 
Government and the territory concerned, and for them alone, 
and the question of becoming a full member of the Common­
wealth, which is of course a matter for all members of the 
Commonwealth. All steps towards responsible self-government 
within the Commonwealth are a matter between us and the 
territory concerned, and we must make that distinction quite 
clear and abide by it.”

Tourist Trade, Bahamas. Mr. Roland Robinson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th what was the 
number of tourists visiting the Bahamas during each of the 
winter seasons of 1948-49, 1949-50 and 1950-51 ; how many of 
those came from the United States of America and Canada • 
and what was the dollar value of that tourist trade in each 
year.

Griffiths said that the number of tourists was 
18,800 in 1948-49, 20,800 in 1949-50, and 37,500 in 1950-51. He 
regretted that he was not able to give separate figures for tourists 
rom the United States and Canada. It was estimated that the 

dollar value of that trade was six million dollars in 1948 seven 
million dollars in 1949, nine million dollars in 1950, and that it 
would be 10 million dollars in 1951.

Migration of West Indians to U.K. Mr. Gammans asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th if he was 
aware of the increasing number of West Indians who were coming 
Incourat??^ tO emPloyment; how far he proposed to 

courage that migration ; and what steps he was taking to 

provide welfare services for them on arrival and to put them in 
touch with prospective employers.

Mr. Griffiths replied : ‘‘I am aware that West Indians are 
coming here to seek work. It would-hardly be in their own best 
interests to encourage this immigration since most of these 
men lack the special skills which would ensure their employment 
here.

“ I am satisfied that there is no need for special welfare services 
for migrants from the West Indies. The question of providing 
employment is a matter for my right hon. Friend the Minister of 
Labour and National Service, but officials of his Department 
and mine are constantly in touch on this.”

Seismographic Surveys, Barbados. Mr. James Johnson 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th what 
were the results of seismographic surveys completed in the 
island of Barbados ; and when drilling operations for oil would 
begin.

Mr. Griffiths said he regretted that the information was not 
available.

Mr. Johnson then asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that 
those islands were of the same geological formation as Venezuela 
and Trinidad, that an American called Phillips had surveyed 
those islands on behalf of a company and that many people 
thought there was much oil there. Would he make the best 
effort to develop drilling in those islands.

Mr. Griffiths said yes, but he would point out that information 
which was available to that company was not available to him.

Colonel Gomme-Duncan then asked : ‘‘In view of the fact 
that a very reputable British firm has been carrying out a survey 
in this island for a long time past, will the right hon. Gentleman 
make sure that when permits are given to carry on that firm 
will receive first consideration before a foreign firm ? ”

There was no reply to this question.
Ex-Service Men’s Conference. Mr. G. Cooper asked the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th what facilities 
were being provided for the delegates to come to London for a 
conference on Ex-Service men’s problems as arising in colonial 
territories, including British Honduras, and as proposed by the 
British Empire Service League.

Mr. Griffiths said that the Conference was being arranged by 
the British Empire Service League and invitations to attend 
had been sent by the League to its branches in colonial territories. 
No request had been received for the grant of special facilities 
to the delegates beyond those which were provided by the 
League.

Mr. Cooper then asked Mr. Griffiths if he could say whether, in 
fact, some assistance had been offered to those who wished to 
come as delegates, from Honduras in particular, and, as he had 
followed that matter during the last two or three years, could 
he say what steps were being taken to help those ex-Service men 
to solve those problems and to get their families resettled.

Mr. Griffiths said that it was a conference which had been 
convened by the British Empire League, who were making all the 
arrangements.

Mr. Peter Smithers asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that 
the resettlement of ex-Service men in J amaica was still not very 
satisfactory, and could he say whether there were any Jamaican 
delegates at that conference and whether he would take the 
opportunity of discussing the problem with them.

Mr. Griffiths replied that he should be very glad to make 
arrangements to have the matter discussed with them either by 
himself or by one of his colleagues.

Land Prices, British Guiana. Mr. Parker asked the 
ktate for the Colonies whether he would consider 

with the Government of British Guiana the setting up of a land 
valuation committee and, pending the report of such a com­
mittee to suspend contracts for the acquiring of land at Campbell- 
vi e. La Penitence and Bel Air Park owing to the exorbitant 
prices asked. °

In a written answer of June 13th, Mr. Griffiths stated that the 
terms tor the acquisition of the lands in question were approved 
qT e Legislative Council of British Guiana after full discussion, 

ne general consensus of opinion was that the prices were fair 
. d I^°?able’ and he saw no reason to intervene. He under- 

stood that a member of the Legislative Council had put down a 
motion proposing the setting up of a land valuation committee.

Government Printing, British Guiana. Mr. Parker asked 
S+h Srelary of State for the Colonies whether he would consider 
with the Government of British Guiana the establishment of their
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own printing department in view of the high prices charged 
locally for Government contracts.

Mr. Griffiths, in a written answer of June 13th, stated that the 
Government of British Guiana examined that question in July, 
1949. They came to the conclusion that in view of the high 
capital and recurrent costs of setting up a Government printing 
establishment it was cheaper for Government printing to be 
carried out by contract.

Students’ Assistance Fund. Mr. Alport asked the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies on June 6th whether any fund 
was available to assist colonial students in the United Kingdom 
who, from illness or other causes, found themselves in financial 
difficulties.

Mr. Griffiths said that a fund was provided by colonial govern­
ment from which grants could be made to help colonial students 
with the expenses of convalescence or special medical comforts 
not provided for under the National Health Scheme, and also 
by way of ex gratia payment in special emergencies.

Mr. Alport then asked : “ Can the right hon. Gentleman 
say how many students have availed themselves of this fund, 
and whether those at present resident in this country are informed 
of its existence should they need to avail themselves of it ? ’

Mr. Griffiths replied : "I think they are kept informed. 
There are liaison officers between my office and the students, 
and it is their duty—I am sure it is carried out—to keep them 
informed of funds of this kind. I could not, without notice, give 
the number of students who have been helped. Perhaps the 
hon. Member will put that question down.”

On June 20th, Mr. Alport asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies how many students had availed themselves of the 
facilities which existed for providing financial assistance in the 
case of illness or other misfortune ; and on what basis students 
became eligible for that assistance.

The Minister of State, Mr. Dugdale, who replied, said that 
expenses of illness and convalescence could normally be met with­
out undue difficulty through the National Health Scheme. 
Thirteen students had, however, been helped to the extent ot 
¿147 while in hospital or undergoing convalescence or suffering 
from some other misfortune. Any student was eligible for sue 
assistance in special emergencies where no other source of e p 
was available. , , , ,

Mr. Alport then asked Mr. Dugdale whether he meant by any 
students ” those who came over privately as well as those who 
came over sponsored by colonial governments .

Mr. Dugdale replied in the affirmative.
Hans Crescent Hostel for Students.—Mr. Peter Smithers 

asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on June 27th, 
whether he was aware that the British Council proposed to 
admit colonial students to the Hans Crescent Hotel for the 
academic year only and not for the calendar year ; whether he 
was aware of the hardship which would be caused to students, 
most of whom had no home to go to ; and whether he would 
consult with the British Council with a view to aiming at a 
more satisfactory arrangement.

Mr. Cook, Under-Secretary of State, who replied, said : 
“ Students are admitted to the Hans Crescent Residence on the 
understanding that a proportion of them will be required to 
leave at the end of June each year, which is the end of the 
academic year, to make room for freshmen. As the Council 
will find alternative accommodation for them no question of 
hardship will arise. My right hon. Friend is in close consultation 
with the Council about this matter and he is assured by them 
that the arrangements at Hans Crescent are in the best interests 
of the students as a whole.”

Mr. Smithers then asked Mr. Cook if he was aware that 
students entered the hostel not on the understanding that they 
would have to leave in June, but on an undertaking that they 
would stay until June. What was the reason for the academic 
year being adopted when it did not correspond with their studies.

In reply, Mr. Cook said : “ My information is that all students 
sign an undertaking to the effect that they will leave at the end 
of the academic year. We could split hairs on this, but the 
fact is that they are led clearly to understand that they should 
leave at the end of the academic year.”

Maize Imports, Antigua. Mr. James Johnson asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on June 13th how much 
maize meal was imported from Canada by Antigua ; how much 
was grown locally, and what mills were available for grinding 
maize • and whether they were used to their full extent.

Mr. Griffiths said that about 1,300 tons of corn meal were 
imported by Antigua from dollar sources in 1950. There were no 
figures of local production, which was small. As far as he was 
aware, there were no private mills. The Government owned a 
drier and mill which was not fully used. Its future was being 
considered. . . , .. , ,.

Mr Johnson then asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that the 
late Governor, Earl Baldwin, had much difficulty in moving 
the local department of agriculture, and that there was machinery 
available for grinding maize ? Would he get the local department 
of agriculture to move a little more quickly. .

In reply, Mr. Griffiths said that the future of the drier and mill in 
Antigua was now under consideration, as he indicated in his reply.

West Indian Cotton

THE following statement of production of cotton, 
and prices obtained, for the 1949-50 crop has been 
comniled from particulars received from the West

Indian Sea Island Cotton Association (Inc.) through 
the secretary of the Advisory Committee in England.

Territory Acres 
planted

Clean lint (lb.) Stained lint (lb.) Total lint (lb.) F.O.B. price 
per lb. 

clean lint
Total Average 

per acre
Total Average 

per acre
Total Average 

per acre

Antigua ................

Barbados 
Montserrat

Nevis ...

St. Kitts

Anguilla

3,949

386 
3,576

1,414

830

60

3,311

776,153

34,658
358,580

126,576

106,786

3,884

388,400

197

90
100

90

129

65

118

62,100

41,611

28,000

30,000

226

50,400

15

12

19

36

4

15

838,253

34,658
400,191

154,576

136,786

4,110

438,800

212

90
112

109

165

69

133

3s. 3d. to
3s. 6d.
4s. 4d.
3s. 7|d. to
3s. 10|d.
3s. 3d. to
3s. 6d.
3s. 7|d. to
3s. 10|d.
3s. 7|d. to
3s. 10|d.
4s. 4d.

Total

1._______ _____
13,526 1,795,037 — 212,337 — 2,007,374

- -------- --------

yet available.
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Colonial Appointments Caribbean Lodge

JJecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
c in the Colonial Service include the following :—
Alderice, A. A., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P. (Medical Officer, 

Trinidad), Medical Superintendent, Mulago Hospital, Uganda.
Burke, M. A. M. (Registrar, Supreme Court, Jamaica), Resident 

Magistrate, Jamaica.
Coleman, E. H. (Director of Civil Aviation, Bahamas), 

Director of Civil Aviation, West Africa.
De La Bastide, K. P. (Magistrate, Trinidad), Third Crown 

Counsel, Trinidad.
Gabay, A. L. (Examiner of Accounts, Audit Department, 

Jamaica), Deputy Auditor-General, Jamaica.
Hipgrave, C. C. H. (Valuer, Lands Department, Gold Coast), 

Land Valuation Officer, Jamaica.
Horne, Miss L. M. (Woman Nutrition Officer, Trinidad), 

Woman Nutrition Officer, Windward Islands.
Jack, R. N. (Labour Commissioner, St. Vincent, Windward 

Islands), Assistant Labour Commissioner, Barbados.
Lartigue, L. Cools- (Assistant Administrator, St. Lucia, 

Windward Islands), Chief Secretary, Windward Islands.
Long, P. (Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), Superintendent 

of Police (C.I.D.), Nyasaland.
Morris, E. F. (Supervisor, Customs Department, Barbados), 

Auditor-General, Barbados.
Richardson, R. K., L.R.C.P. & S. (Glas.) (Medical Officer, 

Grade “ C,” Trinidad), Medical Officer, Grade “ B,” Trinidad.
Ro yes, L. E. (Accountant, Department of Agriculture, 

Jamaica), Assistant Manager, Government Savings Bank^ 
Jamaica.

Simmons, E. St. C. (Chief Inspector of Police, Barbados), 
Superintendent of Police, Barbados.

Smith, Mrs. D. M. Landreth-, L.R.C.P. & S. (Edin.) (Medical 
Officer, Grade “ C,” Trinidad) Medical Officer, Grade “ B,” 
Trinidad.

Worrell, C. T. W. E. (First Crown Counsel, Trinidad), 
Solicitor General, Trinidad.

New Appointments
Daly, W. M., M.B., B.A.O., Medical Officer, General Hospital 

Barbados. ’
Gideon, D. S., M.R.C.S., D.L.O., Medical Superintendent 

(Temporary), Barbados.
Misir, R. C., Nauth-, M.R.C.S., M.B., Medical Officer, British 

Guiana.
Morris, Miss J. E., Senior Nursing Sister, Grade II, Trinidad.

British Guiana’s Chief Justice

The King has been pleased to approve the appointment 
of Mr. Edward Peter Stubbs Bell, Puisne Judge, Tan­
ganyika, to be Chief Justice of British Guiana, in 
succession to Sir Newnham Worley, who has been 
appointed Vice President of the East African Court of 
Appeal.

Mr. Bell, who was born in St. Kitts in 1902, was 
educated at the Antigua Grammar School and studied 
law at the Inner Temple. He entered the Leeward 
Islands Public Service in 1920, and after being called 
to the Bar in June, 1934, was appointed Magistrate in 
St. Kitts. He was promoted to be Attorney General 
St. Lucia, in 1935. He was transferred to Palestine 
in 1938 as Crown Counsel, and then to Malta in 1941 as 
Legal Secretary; he was also chairman of the Malta 
War Damage Commission, and from June to September 
1945, acted as Lieutenant-Governor of Malta

In 1946 Mr. Bell was transferred to Malaya as Solicitor 
General, Malayan Union, and acted as Attorney General 
Federation of Malaya, from May to October 1948 He 
was transferred to his present post of Puisne fudge 
Tanganyika, m August, 1949. ' ' $ ’

Silver Jubilee Meeting
HPhe Silver Jubilee of the Caribbean Lodge No. 4826, 

was celebrated at the 98th regular meeting held at 
Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, London, W.C.2, 
on July 3rd, when Bro. H. R. Guy was installed as the 
twenty-fifth Master of the Lodge by W. Bro. E. A. 
Andrews, before a large gathering which included many 
visitors from other Lodges in Britain, from the Carib­
bean and from other districts overseas.

At a banquet held after the meeting R. W. Bro. Sir 
Ernest H. Cooper, D.L., P.G.W., President of the Board 
of General Purposes, responding to the toast of the 
Grand Officers, entertained the company with reminis­
cences of his recent visit to Jamaica and spoke of the 
importance of the Caribbean Lodge to Freemasons in 
the British West Indies, British Guiana and British 
Honduras and of the prescience of those who founded the 
Lodge in 1926. The toast of the Founders of the 
Lodge was proposed by V. W. Bro. G. O. M. O’Reilly, 
K.C., Grand Inspector of Trinidad, and responded to by 
W. Bro. A. L. Jupp.

Founders of the Caribbean Lodge who were able to be 
present at the meeting were W. Bro. H. S. Bell, P.M., 
P.A.G.D.C. and W. Bro. A. L. Jupp, P.M., P.G.D.

Masters of other Imperial Lodges were R. W. Bro. Sir 
George T. Boag, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., P.D.G.M. (Madras), 
Royal Colonial Institute Lodge, No. 3556, and W. Bro. 
W. Innes Tennant, New Zealand Lodge, No. 5175.

Many congratulatory messages were received from 
Masonic organisations and brethren in the British 
Caribbean.

Overseas brethren present included : —
Friendly Lodge, No. 239 (Jamaica) ; Bro. Robin McDougall. 

Union Lodge, No. 247 (British Guiana) ; Bro. A. E. Wright. 
Lodge Mount Olive, No. 385 (British Guiana) ; Bro. S. A. Angoy, 
Bro. H. R. Harewood, Bro. R. Sydney Miller, Bro. Ian R. B. 
Robinson, W. Bro. V. L. Sandiford and W. Bro. C. U. A. 
Wilhams. Royal Philanthropic Lodge, No. 405 (Trinidad); 
Bro. E. R. Arrindell, W. Bro. R. Garner. Royal Prince of Wales’ 
Lodge, No. 867 (Trinidad); Bro. Roy Wilson. Lodge Collegium 
Fabrorum, No. 1836 (Jamaica) ; W. Bro. Eric W. Abrahams, 
a A’ L- Evans> P.G.D., D.D.G.M. (Jamaica), W. Bro. 
A. W. Parchmont, W. Bro. E. C. Sutherland, D. G. Registrar 
Jamaica). Lodge Kingston, No. 1933 (Jamaica) ; Bro. L. K. 
Brown. Lodge St. Michaels, No. 2243 (Barbados) ; Bro. J. C. 
Carter Lodge Ituni, No. 2642 (British Guiana) ; W. Bro.

’ E-McLean. Lodge Abercrombie, No. 2788 (St. Lucia); 
AGarnet H- Gordon, P.D.G.W. (Barbados). Lodge 

N°’ 3195 (India) »’ W. Bro. C. J. Harrison, 
r.U.A.G.DC (Bengal). Lodge Roraima, No. 3902 (British 
Guiana) ; W Bro. A. M. Leo, P.A.G. St. B. Lodge United 
Brother, No 251 S.C. (Trinidad) ; W. Bro. A. A. Lyder. Lodge 
Glenlyon No 346 S.C. (Jamaica); Bro. C. E. Mill. Lodge 
Rosslyn, No. 596 S.C. (Trinidad) ; Bro. Oscar E. Forde. Lodge 
St. John, No. 623 S.C. (Jamaica) ; W. Bro. V. Turner.
. following are the officers elected and appointed 
in the Caribbean Lodge for the year 1951-52

S’ Gu^’ WM- ; W- Bro. E. A. Andrews, P.D.G.D. 
(Bengal) I.P.M ; Bro. L. J. Friend, S.W. ; Bro. J. Norman 

ose, J. V. , Bro. H. L. Q. Henriques, chaplain ; W. Bro. 
A. L Jupp P.G.D., treasurer ; W. Bro. G. J. Dent, M.B.E., 
secretary; W. Bro. E. Palmer, D.C. ; Bro. J. W. Freeman, 

?’ J‘ Pel1’ JD’ ; W- Bro- T- A- Gall, Asst. D.C.; 
p u Bro- R- H- Givans, asst, secretary;

n • Faul^er, LG. ; W. Bro. N. S. Murray, Bro. W. E. 
Gough Bro C Burgess, Bro. C. D. Lester, Bro. H. G. Slater, 
stewards ; W. Bro. G. Hook, tyler.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 25th.

Lodge
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA
By cables from our correspondent. June M.

THE Governor has called for troops to prevent the 
island situation getting out of hand. Since the 
agreement between the employers’ federation and 

the union to resume work in the sugar industry and on 
the waterfront, the situation has deteriorated and there 
are feelings of fear, hatred and suspicion. There have 
been attempts to set fire to the home of an alleged strike 
breaker. Disorderly crowds injured a policeman, and 
another police constable on duty was attacked and hurt. 
A Board of Inquiry is now sitting to inquire into differ­
ences between the parties. The Governor stated that 
police worked hard and well, but could not continue 
indefinitely, therefore troops of the Royal Welch 
Fusiliers arrived to-day to strengthen the situation and 
prevent disorders. No state of emergency has been 
declared yet. Government takes no sides but merely 
desires to protect people, establish freedom from fear 
and erase the dismal outlook.

June 22nd.
In the absence of disorderly behaviour in the past 

few days, the Governor has decided that the detachmen 
of troops which arrived on the 14th can return o 
Jamaica as soon as sea transport can convenien y e 
arranged. The labour union had refused to con inue 
the Board of Inquiry while the troops remained in 
Antigua. Government are now asking the union when 
it will be ready to resume participation m proceedings 

of the Board.

BARBADOS
Shipping. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the Bar­

bados Publicity Committee, in a newsletter fro 
Bridgetown dated June 22nd, states . f
Bruno, of Saguenay Terminals Ltd., paid he 
to Barbados8 on June 10th. This ship which has 
accommodation for nine passengers, wi op 
monthly service from the United Kingdom o '
Scheduled calls of the other steamship companies were 
as usual.

New Air Service. “ The Venezuelan Government 
Airlines—Linea Aeropostal Venezolana—will111 J^mebe 
operating a bi-weekly service to Barbados ^ ^ow g 
Caracas Maturin, Trinidad, Barbados and return the 
same route. The first flight is expected on Jmie ^th. 
The welcome introduction of this new se ,
attract a greater number of tourists from Venezuela.

Sporting Events. “ The local cricket season opened 
on June 9th at various grounds. The 1951 se^°“° -h 
Friendly Football Association ended during the month. 
The 1951 water polo season opened on June 6th. S 
men’s teams and five ladies’ teams have entered. 
Matches will be played on T^^U
Fridays at the Barbados Aquatic Club. The race tor 
the Frontenac Cup, sailed on June 7th, completed the 

1951 yachting season of the Royal Barbados Yacht 
Club.

General News. “ The Barbados Gulf Oil Company 
began their refraction seismographic surveys during the 
month. The Caribbean Housing Conference is expected 
to be opened at Hastings House on June 25th. Housing 
experts from the other British West Indian islands will 
attend this conference. Mr. H. G. Baxter has been 
appointed by Trans-Canada Air Lines as manager, 
Barbados, succeeding Mr. W. A. C. Stuart.

The King’s Birthday. “The King’s Birthday 
Parade was held at the Garrison Savannah on June 7th. 
This colourful ceremonial parade, in which troops of the 
Barbados Regiment, the Police Force and the Cadets 
took part, was attended by a large crowd.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Shortage of Coco-nut Oil. Our correspondent, 

writing from Georgetown on June 20th, states : “ Sub­
sequent on the shortage of crude coco-nut oil in the 
colony, Mr. G. F. Messervy has called for applications 
for the purchase of soap from the West Indies to aug­
ment locally manufactured supplies.

Law Reports. “ A three-man committee has been 
appointed to supervise the editing of Law Reports. 
His Honour the Chief Justice is the chairman, and Mr. 
A. C. Brazao, Solicitor General, and Mr. H. C. Hum­
phreys, K.C., are the other members.

Legislative Council—Provisional Nominees. “Mr. 
R B. Gajraj, Mayor of Georgetown, and Mr. W. A. 
Macnie have been appointed provisional nominated 
members of the Legislative Council in place of Mr. G. H. 
Smellie and Mr. F. E. Morrish, who are absent from the 

colony.
Arrival of Social Anthropologist. “ Miss Audrey 

Butt social anthropologist, is here to carry out research 
work among the Akowoio and Arecuna Amerindian 
Tribes Miss Butt, whose visit may last about eight 
months hopes that her investigations may be of some 
value not only to social anthropologists, but also to 
local administration.

King’s Birthday Parade. “ British Guiana cele­
brated his Majesty’s birthday with a colourful ceremonial 
parade and drenching rains did not deter town people 
from witnessing the impressive march past at the bea 
Wall Promenade. The Officer Administering the Govern­
ment, the Hon. John Gut ch, inspected the parade and 

took the salute.
Building Trade Agreement. “ The British Guiana 

Congress of General Workers and the principal employers 
in the building trade signed an agreement embodying 
the revision of rates and conditions of employment of 

W°‘Workers now have a 45-hour week and are paid over­
time at the rate of time and a half for work done outside 
the normal working day. For work done on Sunday
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and specific holidays the rate of pay is double time while 
the rate for all other holidays is time and a half.

Public Services. “ It has been learnt from reliable 
sources that Government expects to obtain the services 
of a Mr. Foster, an expert of the United Kingdom 
Treasury, to study the present economic organization 
of the Public Services and to make recommendations 
for reorganization. Mr. Foster is at present on a 
similar mission to the Windward and Leeward Islands.

New Provident Society. “ Five recognized unions 
of the sugar workers will launch the British Guiana 
Sugar Industry Provident Society on or about August 
1st this year. This will provide cash payments for 
births and deaths and weekly payments to persons in 
hospital.

British Medical Association. “ The British Guiana 
branch of the British Medical Association has forwarded 
a resolution to Government calling for the removal of the 
Director of Medical Services, Dr. L. G. Eddey.

U.S. Farm Labour Scheme. “ Government has 
received confirmation from Washington that British 
Guiana will be allowed to participate in the United States 
Farm Labour Migratory Scheme. One hundred Guianese 
workers will leave the colony by air for the U.S.A, late 
in this month/’

DOMINICA
Dock Strike. Our correspondent, writing from 

Roseau on May 31st, states: “The strike of port 
workers which began on May 2nd has disorganized 
the normal life of the island. Ships’ agents have offered 
an increase in rates but the workers want more. The 
local authorities have intimated that they can only act 
once a ‘ state of emergency ’ has arisen and this arrived 
about a week after the commencement of the strike 
three steamers stood before the port for 24 hours and 
then departed, to land their cargoes farther south. This 
has meant an extra charge for freight, as the shipowners 
claimed that they had made a good delivery at the 
ports farther south. The consignees have paid the 
extra freight to bring the cargo back to Dominica. 
Ihe strikers resumed work after ten days.

Election. “The delayed Crown instruments have 
ai rived and electioneering has commenced but in rather 
Lt1-1 waY- [he strike seems to have upset the 
politicians a little.

‘,‘Roseau begins to take on a 
f ho blg Clty air A Mr- Jacob who is a 

Dominican has opened a new restaurant-cabaret in New 
Street quite near the abandoned sites of the Dominica 
Cinema Company. This entrepreneur deserves success.

Shipping. “The Furness Line has again made 
Dommica a port of call and to-day one of its steamers 
is m port gaily dressed with flags to mark the event 
ihe Cie- Generale Transatlantique is also doing well 
with trips round the Caribbean. The French Line 
llas, however altered its service of the little boats 

affectionately known as ‘ jumbies ’ because they 
call here around midnight—and they do not have a 
fixed itinerary. The Line has up for sale the well 
known jumble the Balata, which has had a long X 
tolo slXotsaving been built in 1922 and able

C.D.C. Work. “The debate in the House of

Commons on May 30th was reported here by radio 
and has caused rather a mixed impression as it is 
thought that it might foreshadow a slackening in the 
development work of the Colonial Development Corpora­
tion. This corporation has done excellent work here 
and we all hope for a continuance of its activities.”

JAMAICA
Visit of Film Actress. Our correspondent Mr. H. P. 

Jacobs, writing from Kingston on June 27th, states: 
“ Film actress Linda Darnell arrived on the 26th to 
take part in the local shots of the film ‘Saturday 
Island.’

Customs Tariff. “ The revised customs tariff was 
accepted in principle at a meeting of the House of 
Representatives on June 26th. The new tariff is 
intended to harmonize with the proposals for a West 
Indian customs union. Duties on essential foodstuffs 
and on raw materials are to be reduced with the object 
of keeping down cost of living and encouraging local 
industries.

Grant for Cricketer. “ The House of Representa­
tives on June 26th passed a vote of £650 to the Valentine 
Scholarship Fund intended to enable cricketer Alfred 
Valentine to take an engineering course at a British 
university. Private subscriptions to the fund total over 
£1,650.”

ST. LUCIA
The Sugar Crop. Our correspondent, the Hon. 

Henry E., Belmar, writing from Castries on June 19th, 
states : The final outturn of the sugar crop was 
9,825 tons, of which 1,800 tons are being retained for 
local consumption, leaving 8,025 tons for export. The 
disappointing results were due to the abnormally wet 
weather which was experienced before and during the 
latter part of the crop.

We are afraid that our expectations for a big in­
creased crop in 1952 will not be realized.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
The following extracts have been taken from the 

newsletter issued by the Information Office of Trinidad 
and Tobago.

Visit of Prince Tungi. Prince Tungi of Tonga 
ai rived m Trinidad from Jamaica on June 12th on a 
nine day visit, in transit to the Festival of Britain. 
mis Royal Highness told reporters that his visit here was 
primarily concerned with agricultural methods with the 
view to introducing new crops into his country, where 
he holds the portfolio for Agriculture. His Royal 

that he chose Trinidad because the 
°f TroPlcal Agriculture, located here, 

was the best research institution of its kind. He was 
byx Mn David McCorkell, Irish-born 

thffi °f Pollce in Tonga. Prince Tungi paid
AX^° threeTvlslts the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture on June 14th. On June 13th Members of 

• e Counc11 were introduced to the Prince, 
in nngi visited a number of government offices 
Mr kyj -e T"°Jlse on the same day and interviewed 
of 1Vm • *lPsePh» temporary surveyor, for a post 
oi surveyor m Tonga. 7 r

Visit of Trade Delegation. Fifty-five businessmen
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comprising a delegation of the International House of 
New Orleans, headed by Mayor de Lesseps S. Morrison, 
arrived in Trinidad on June 11th on a 16-day cruise 
to the Caribbean and Venezuela. The mission remained 
in the colony for two days, during which they were the 
guests of the Governor, Sir Hubert Rance, at a luncheon 
party at Government House, and of the Trinidad 
Chamber of Commerce.

At a banquet given by the Trinidad Chamber of 
Commerce at the Queen’s Park Hotel for the trade 
mission, the Hon. P. M. Renison, Colonial Secretary, who 
is also acting as Minister for Labour, Industry and 
Commerce, stated that happy living among the races in 
Trinidad proved that it was possible for the. United 
Nations to succeed. Referring to Government s policy 
towards industry, he said Government had been trying 
and would continue to try to attract industry to the 
island. Trinidad was the best favoured in these parts 
of the sterling area. He pointed to its sea and air 
communications, its oil resources as well as a good supply 
of intelligent labour and stable government. Replying 
on behalf of the Mission, Mr. Morrison said that Trinidad 
could be looked upon as being at the cross roads of the 
hemisphere and with the rapid progress and prosperity 
of the South Americas and growth of those in the north 
the two-way method of trade could be of great benefit 
to the people in Trinidad.

Rice Expansion Expenditure. Government pro­
poses to spend $209,713 this year on expansion of rice 
production in the colony, as recommended the mterim 
report on rice expansion. Of this sum $164,725 wil 
be spent towards capital cost of the expansion scheme, 
and $44,988 towards recurrent costs. The interim 
report recently approved by Government sets out 
proposed plans for immediate expansion of rice pro 
duction in the colony. It was prepared in t e ig o 
recommendations in the report of the Rice Committee. 
It recommends development of the Caroni Savanna 
area for use as rice lands ; development of other areas 
recommended in the Rice Report for rice production 
purchase of equipment for use in connexion with these 
schemes, and appointment of staff for wor 
expansion programme. Government expec s 
approximately $266,000 will be needed or carry - g 
its expansion of rice production
period 1951 to 1953. A sum of $600,000 has been 
allocated in the colony’s five year economic programm 
for rice, and it is proposed to meet the capital cost of t 
expansion works from this source as far as possible.

Oil Company Awards Annual Scholars1«?- Mr. 
Kenneth Augustus Cazabon, son of Mr
company branch manager in . Bridgetown, ,
has been selected by the United British Oilfields o 
Trinidad, Ltd., for a scholarship in a Bntish tectaica 
college or university. The scheme, whic w _
last year, embraces a course of preliminary training 
approximately 18 months in the instalUtions of the 
company at Point Fortin, and other areas after winch 
successful candidates are sent abroad to obtain a degre .

Assistant Police Superintendents Appointed. 
Five local assistant superintendents have been appointed 
in the Police Force. Among them are two officerslot 
the Trinidad Cadet Corps. Those selected are . M .

Colin Fraser, attached to the telecommunications branch; 
Chief Inspector Cromwell, St. Louis ; Inspector Gilbert 
Lashley; Mr. C. A. May, son of a former Inspector- 
General of Trinidad Police, who holds a commission as 
captain in the Trinidad Cadet Corps. The other officer 
appointed from the Trinidad Cadet Corps is Lieut. 
Louis J. Rodriguez, a science master at Fatima College. 
Assistant Superintendent Rodriguez is the son of Mr. 
J. V. Rodriguez, Assistant Information Officer. In a 
press interview on June 10th, the Commissioner of 
Police, Col. E. H. Beadon, said that both Mr. C. A. May 
and Mr. Louis J. Rodriguez might be recommended for 
training abroad.

West Indian Pioneer Industries

Taxation Relief Abortive

IN the House of Lords on June 19th Lord Lyle, Lord 
Liewellin, Lord Teviot, Lord Milverton and Lord 

Rennell took the United Kingdom Government to task 
for the action of the Treasury in frustrating the tax 
holiday arrangements made by certain West Indian 
governments to facilitate the establishment m their 
territories of pioneer industries.*

The tax holiday arrangements take the form ot 
legislation which provides exemption from taxation, 
for a specified number of years, on profits from any 
pioneer industry established in the colony which is 
approved by the local government as being in the best 
interests of the development of the colony. The tax 
exemption also extends to the dividends paid out of 
profits earned during the tax holiday period. These 
taxes are voluntarily forgone by the colony as an 
inducement to people in the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere to invest capital in the colony.

Bv a decision of the United Kingdom Treasury, 
however, in cases where the control is inBritain these 
profits and dividends are to be taxed at the full United 
Kingdom rate of 9s. 6d. in the £, on the ground that 
there is no double taxation. In the words of Lord 
Lvle : “ The tax which rightly belongs to the colony, 
but which is voluntarily forgone as an inducement to 
investment in the colony for the development of the 
colony, is transferred by a simple but effective process 
of arithmetic to the British Exchequer

The reply of the Government spokesman, Lord 
Ogmore, was to the effect that the Treasury regarded 
the matter as one of principle. It was no part of the 
system of relief for double taxation that a United 
Kingdom company operating m a colony should be 
reheved of tax which it would bear if it were operating 
m Lord ^le Expressed dissatisfaction with this reply, 

and announced that his friends and he would choose 
nnnortunitv to bring the matter forward again. 

¿^Particulars of a memorandum submitted by the West 
t L Committee to the Royal Commission on the Taxa- 
Pon of" Pnd Income and of correspondence with 

tion of From Colonies in this connexion

SMS155 & - ~
i» jrÄSSH!

Price 9d. net.
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Company Reports and Meetings

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.
In their report for the year ended December 31st, the directors 

state that after providing ¿780,000 for general reserve, and 
¿125,000 for reserve against deferred liability to income tax, the 
profit amounts to ¿210,574. After adding ¿172,238 brought 
forward, there is a total of ¿382,812. A dividend, less income 
tax on the preference stock at 8 per cent, absorbed ¿15,400, and 
out of the balance of ¿367,412 the directors recommend that a 
dividend of 7d. per unit, free of tax, be paid on the ordinary 
stock absorbing ¿187,500, leaving ¿179,912 to be carried forward.

Statistics for 1950 compared with 1949 were as

Crude oil production 
Crude oil purchases 
Refinery throughput 
Sales of refined products

follows :—
1949 

Barrels 
5,528,237 
3,418,842 
8,959,245 
9,332,094

1950 
Barrels 

5,484,327 
3,472,712 
8,909,702 
9,295,769

Six drilling strings, state the directors, were in operation 
throughout the year, of which four were employed on develop­
ment work in the Point Fortin/Parrylands and Penal fields, and 
the remaining two on exploration drilling in Point Fortin and 
Ortoire.

Development drilling, combined with the maintenance and 
repair of old wells, succeeded in maintaining production at a 
level only slightly lower than that of 1949, which was the highest 
in the company’s history. In total, 32 wells were completed 
25 of which were producers.

In the Point Fortin area the deep test well near the mouth 
of the Guapo River was drilled to a total depth of 10 875 feet 
Mechanical difficulties made it impossible to test fully the 
cretaceous formations penetrated. The well was finally com­
pleted as a small producer on an interval between 7,873 and 7 905 
feet in the Eocene.

Two further exploration wells were also completed, the first of 
™Nari™ near the east coast, was abandoned at a depth 
ot 4,531 feet after failing to encounter commercial production. 
The second well CO. 1 at Catshill in Southern Ortoire, was drilled 
to a total depth of 8,478 feet before being completed on an 
interval between 6,640 and 6,675 feet. A third well C 2 at 
Balata m the Ortoire basin, was drilling at a depth of 5 423 feet 
at the end of the year on lands held by Trinidad Central Oilfields 
Ltd., with whom the company has an operating agreement.

Geological surveys were carried out in the Ortoire area during 
cue yCctr. &

Norma! processing operations were maintained in the refinerv 
throughout the year. Further progress was made in the building 
of the extension to the electric power plant and this project was 
line f^Cb^ by T °f thC year‘ A new iS-inch loading 
line tor black oils was laid. °

Industrial relations remained satisfactory. A new waw 
Slgned Wlth the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Unifn 

on May 25th covering a general wage increase and certain 
adjustments to working conditions.
_ Northe™ Areas Ltd., in which the company holds
wih®haIe’ spudded in a deep test well on April 27th at 
Ji to reach at least 10-000 feet. This had
reached 7,970 feet at the end of the year. In addition <*eolooical 
surveys and core-drilling were carried out. geological

in the course of his annual statement, which accompanies the
ChairmT’ SlR ^rt Waley Cohen, s^s? ‘‘ Ou? 

expenditure on exploration was higher than ever this year and 
indeed exploration must be an important feature of ?ur field 
operations m our necessary endeavours to find adequate crude oil 
r?+e^n- enc™ragement was met in on? test well at 
Catshill in Southern Ortoire. This well was drilled to 8 478 feet 
and plugged back to 6,675 feet. It is still being tested and in the 
meantime a second well is now being drilled some 3 000 
north-west of the first well at a location sited toXe’us more 
information on the possibilities of the area. Sine? the end of 
Ortol^b^8^01!? weU.at ?alata on the northern flank of the 
2?? been abandoned at a depth of 7,643 feet after

thi ProsPective horizons water bearing and this 
string has been laid up for the time being. g tlUS

Review of Exploration Programme

search has led us to review our exploration programme. It is 
felt that a seismic survey using the most modern instruments and 
latest techniques may provide information which will assist in 
selecting further locations in the Ortoire basin and afford us a 
better appreciation of the deeper seated structures. This work 
has now been started on an experimental basis but it is too early 
yet to know whether it will be successful. If it is, it should lead 
to better siting of test wells with attendant reduction in risk and 
consequently in expenditure.

‘ ‘ In the field of industrial relations I am glad to be able to 
report continued satisfactory conditions. Negotiations for the 
new agreement to which I made reference last year were com­
pleted after several weeks of discussion. The agreement, cover­
ing wages and working conditions, was signed on May 25th, 1950 
and will operate until May 24th, 1952, thereafter subject to 
revision by either side on three months’ notice. It will result 
in an extra annual expenditure to the company of approximately 
¿62,000.

Trinidad’s Dependence on Oil

Since I last had the pleasure of addressing you I have visited 
Trinidad and am glad to be able to tell you how favourably 
impressed I was with the efficient manner in which our operations 
are being conducted there. Our affairs are being ably managed 
and the general spirit among the workers and staff is excellent. 
My visit also brought home to me once more the very great 
GX^e? wbmb the island is dependent upon the oil business 
and how much the oil industry is contributing to the welfare and 
improved standard of life of Trinidad. It must, however, be 
borne m mmd that these conditions can continue only provided 
new reserves of crude oil are discovered. The search for such 
reserves, as indicated above, is a risky and expensive business 
which can be carried forward only if the companies are able to 
earn sufficient profits to provide the sums necessary to finance 
future development.”

A Silver Jubilee
Cuba Económica y Financiera, the Cuban trade review, 

celebrated 25 years of publication with the issue for 
April, 1951 (vol. XXVI, No. 301).

Practically the only source of information on Cuban 
trade both for businessmen in Cuba and elsewhere, the 
review has occupied a unique position in commercial 
journalism with efficiency and distinction, and the 
Círcular extends all good wishes to the editorial staff 
and the publishers for continuing success in the future.

Biitish Guiana Gold and Diamonds
Production in British Guiana in 1950 was 

13,740 oz., compared with 21,098 oz. in 1949. Diamond 
-m 1950 WaS 37,462 metric carats, against 

34,789 metric carats in 1949 ; the average value of the 
stones exported was $36.81, against $34.59 in 1949.

ESTATES FOR SALE

acres UndX one management comprising 2,500
Estates îd nin ^ ma\ y æ COCOa’ situated in south Trinidad, 
¿a frontal hîÎ • C1T Proximity to each other, two with 
citrus fruits in adriv mtïed cultivation of coffee, coco-nuts and 
interested^8 For mÎ“ Î? Transfer of oil « Party
inquSes to " ¿J a ^dÎX^8 CroPs and °tber data address 
EVest S’ P-°* BOX 346’ Trinidad, 

coco-nut nJSi P^ation approximately 775 acres of cocoa, 
mechanization11 SF timber on mostly flat lands suitable

system driving roads. Valuable 
three rivers withf °f Roxborough. Well watered by
scenic w£S b-d rock quarry,
beaches Two byaro-electric power, extensive bathing 
other buil^ ? n dw?lmg bouses. Large factory and 
Full details on $3?0'000 B.W.I. or ¿62,500.
Tobago, B.W,I, PP nation to Archibald, Roxborough Estate,
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West Indian Passenger List Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. 
Gracie), Avonmouth, July 3rd :—

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 

S. Armitage), at Liverpool, June 24th :—
Mr. J. Alexander Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Dias Mr. & Mrs. A. Outridge
Mr. J. H. Alexander Mr. W. O. Dow Mr. & Mrs. S. Smith
Mr. B. L. Carto

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain J. J.
Gerrard), from Liverpool, June 7th :—
Mrs. E. E. Heard Mr. & Mrs. J. Kennard Mr. A. W. Strang
Miss G. I. Heard Mr. & Mrs. I. L. Puttock Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Taylor

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. Prins Philips Willem 
(Captain S. Klein), from Liverpool, June 19th :—
Mrs. D. Burns Mr. K. Pollman

Mr. J. H. Bonitto 
Mr. V. Brown 
Miss S. M. Brown 
Mr. T. H. Buchanan 
Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. E. H. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Curry 
Mrs. B. A. Delfosse 
Mr. W. P. Domville 
Mr. & Mrs. N. F.

duQuesney 
Mrs. D. M. Goodwin 
Mr. W. C. Gregory

Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Groves 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Harris 
Mrs. C. M. Harris
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Halsall 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Humphrey 
Mrs. F. L. Jones 
Miss G. M. Jones 
Miss C. Y. Monteith 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Moss 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Neil-Dwyer 
Miss A. M. Page 
Brig. & Mrs. E. K. Page 
Hon. & Mrs. H. Pengelley

Mr. B. F. Pike 
Mr. T. Pollard 
Mr. & Mrs. P. F. Ray 
Miss B. I. Sherlock 
Mr. L. L. Simmonds 
Miss D. Sinclair 
Mr. O. J. Smith 
Col. & Mrs. H. C. Toogood 
Mrs. C. I. Usher 
Mrs. D. A. Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Waddams 
Mrs. A. C. Whitehorn 
Mr. M. Wilkinson

s.s. Golfito (CaptainSailings to Barbados and Trinidad, in
S. A. Sapworth), Southampton, June 14th :—

- - - ~ " Mr. E. A. Read

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
Home arrivals 

(Captain T. W. van 
Miss M. S. Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Bates 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Clarke 
Mr. C. G. de Cates
Mrs. L. E. Deane

from the West Indies, 
den Abeele), Plymouth, 

Mr. H. W. Farrell 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Griffiths 
Miss G. Griffiths 
Rev. Canon A. Johnson 
Mr. P. D. Pearson

in m.s. Or an jest ad 
June 25th :—

Mrs. M. M. Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. O’Hara 
Mr. & Mrs. B. R. Smart 
Misses L. & P. Smart 
Mrs. O. C. Thompson

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Barbados and Trinidad, in s.s. Golfito 

(Captain S. A. Sapworth), at Southampton, June 3rd :

Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Adams
Miss B. M. Adams
Miss B. L. Ame
Mrs. B. S. Boyce
Miss A. Boyce
Mr. & Mrs. W. Breaks
Miss K. Breaks
Capt. H. G. Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. C. Chadderton

Barbados

Miss E. B. Cox 
Mrs. H. F. Hadow 
Lt.-Col. H. M. Hankin 
Miss M. E. Haynes 
Mr. & Mrs. Kerley 
Miss J. J. Kerley 
Mrs. M. H. Lawson 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Lewis

Mr. A. G. Beard 
Mr. R. W. Belt 
Mr. E. A. Benjamin 
Mr. A. Bulling 
Miss A. B. Burns 
Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Camps 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Catchpole 
Mr. J. Cheyne 
Miss R. M. Clark 
Mrs. J. M. Clarke 
Mrs. D. K. Craggs 
Mrs. & Mrs. G. A.

Devenish-Huggins 
Miss V. V. Dixon 
Mr. A. Dodd 
Mrs. G. A. Douglas 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Dunlop 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Durham 
Mr. R. W. Foster 
Mr. P. H. Fox 
Mr. C. T. Galloway 
Mr. J. S. Graham

Mr. & Mrs. C. D. 
Hely- Hutchinson 

Mrs. G. I. Hird 
Mr. R. F. Hodgson 
Mr. J. Howe 
Dr. H. C. James 
Mr. C. Kay 
Mrs. M. J. Lee 
Mr. J. E. Liddell 
Mr. & Mrs. G. F. Maclean 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Martin 
Mrs. J. A. Mathieson 
Mr. J. B. McDonald 
Mrs. G. McGrath 
Mr. G. C. Millensted 
Mr. G. H. Moody-Stuart 
Mr. A. E. Mortlock 
Mr. T. M. B. Nottle 
Miss M. C. Pemberton 
Mr. H. S. Phillips 
Mrs. N. E. Pollard 
Mr. E. Proctor

Mr. & Mrs. Read 
Dr. A. A. Reece 
Mr. A. Roscoe 
Mr. F. G. Saunders 
Miss M. T. Schaaf 
Miss L. Seymour 
Mr. P. Sharman-Golding 
Mr. & Mrs. L. M. Shipton 
Mrs. E. Small 
Miss J. R. Smith 
Mr. G. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Taylor 
Mr. A. F. Vick 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Waddell 
Mr. W. R. Waddell 
Miss E. E. Walter 
Mr. & Mrs. S. K. Watson 
Mrs. A. S. Whyte 
Miss M. E. Williams 
Mr. E. Woodville-Price

Mrs; D. E. Murrell 
Mr. F. St. C. Olton 
Capt. & Mrs. P. D. Short 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Smellie 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Tucker 
Miss E. L Walker 
Mrs. G. M. Yard

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
from Avonmouth, June 16th :—

(Captain T. H. Bull),

Mrs. E. M. Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. K. J. Ball 
Miss F. B. Ball 
Miss E. M. Baptista 
Mrs. I. E. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Dabinett 
Mrs. E. M. DePass 
Mrs. H. B. Fell-Smith 
Mr. L. A. Hares 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Higgs 
Mr. W. Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Inglefield 
Misses K. & J. Inglefield 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Jones 
Miss J. M. Jones

Trinidad

Mrs. A. Kenny
Mr. & Mrs. B. Leicester 
Mrs. J. W. McBride 
Mr. & Mrs. D. McLeod 
Mother Theresa McSherry 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Mathison 
Mrs. H. E. Mathison 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Medford 
Mr. & Mrs. V. A. Millar 
Mr. F. E. Morrish 
Mrs. I. C. Morton 
Mrs. M. Mosedale 
Miss E. Mosedale 
Mr. H. A. Olton

Miss M. R. Owens
Lady Rance 
Miss E. M. Rance 
Miss M. E. Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Smeathers 
Mr. & Mrs. C. L. Stoute 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Strother 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Taylor 
Mr. W. D. Thompson 
Mrs. J. F. Wellman 
Mrs. E. M. Westwood 
Mrs. L. M. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Williamson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wilson

Mrs. B. E. Allen 
Mr. P. A. Azar 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Barratt 
Misses A. & M. Campbell 
Mrs. E. H. Darlington 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Helps 
Mr. H. Hopkins

Brig. & Mrs. T. J.
Langmaid 

Wing Cmdr. J. F. Lewis 
Mr. O. D. Marsh 
Capt. I. M. McClement 
Mrs. J. Merralls 
Mrs. F? L. Northfield 
Miss N. S. Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Price

Miss M. Price
Mrs. E. M. Purvis
Mr. & Mrs. P. Seccombe
Mr. J. Scokel
Mr. F. B. Walker
Constance, Duchess of

Westminster
Mr. S. J. Winder

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Bull), at Avonmouth, June 5th :—

¡. Cavina (Captain T. H.

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano 
Avonmouth, June 30th :—

Mr. & Mrs. W. Jemmott
Miss V. C. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. D. B. Kilgour
Mr. G. W. Knight
Mr. & Mrs. V. L. Levy

Mrs. J. A. Benn 
Miss C. M. Bowman 
Miss J. K. Browne 
Mr. L. P. Browning 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Burrowes 
Mrs. M. G. Clarke 
Mr. I. H. Cruchley 
Miss A. Dale 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Eckersley 
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Facey 
Dr. & Mrs. W.

Farquharson 
Mrs. M. J. Green 
Mr. F. Hill 
Miss E. Howey 
Misses A. & C. Hudson

Miss L. James
Mr. & Mrs. J. Jamieson 
Mr. A. B. Jowsey 
Mr. J. Kaley 
Miss K. M. La Trobe 
Mr. & Mrs. L. W. Larke 
Misses P. & M. Larke 
Mrs. G. T. Mais 
Miss S. E. Miller 
Miss L. H. Molina 
Miss D. M. Morales
Mrs. J. Morel
Miss H. J. Morel
Miss G. M. Momson 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. E. F.

Moulton-Barrett

Mr. J. Nicholls 
Mrs. E. M. Nunes 
Miss M. Nunes 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Palmer 
Mr. J. Perry 
Mrs. M. F. Reed 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Ross 
Mr. H. O. Savage 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Sibson 
Miss E. J. Sinclair 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sykes 
Mrs. M. R. Tuckey 
Miss E. J. Watson 
Dr. & Mrs. A. b.

Westmorland 
Mr. & Mrs. Chew Wong

Mr. D. G. Atkinson 
Miss F. M. Chambers 
Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Faccy 
Mr. C. A. Facey 
Dr. & Mrs. D. Gideon 
Miss P. B. Gleeson 
Miss V. Hart-Collins 
Mr. A. I. Hart 
Mr. P. G. Hewitt 
Miss C. M. Hewitt 
Mrs. O. M. Howard 
Miss A. M. Howard

Jamaica

Mr. J. V. Levy
Mr. A. J. Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. G. Marsland
Mr. & Mrs. K. B. Martin
Mr. H. C. Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. J. McGillivray

(Captain F. P. Inch),

Mrs. T. M. McGregor 
Mr. A. L. Mullin
Mr. & Mrs. H. K. Samuel 
Miss M. R. Samuel 
Miss J. E. Strudwick 
Mrs. J. C. Trayhorn 
Mr. E. L. Tucker 
Major N. Wainwright 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Whicker 
Mrs. D. M. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Winch

Producers’ Steamship Co.

Home arrivals s.s. Jamaica Producer,

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in i 
Dodd), at Rotterdam, June 17th : 
Mr. & Mrs. Littleton Mr. & Mrs. Pike

s.s. Corrales (Captain W. J.

(Captain G. E. M. 
Miss G. Anderson 
Mr. N. Blair 
Rev. W. Blake 
Mr. R. Bailey 
Mr. L. Burke 
Mrs. V. Bucknell 
Mrs. N. Clerk 
Miss P. Chambers 
Miss W. Campbell 
Mr. V. Downer 
Mr. I. Ennis 
Miss F. Exell

from Jamaica, in s.s. j—— 
Jenkins), at London, June 10th

- - Mrs. A. McGregorMiss G. Foote 
Miss J. Glass 
Miss O. Grant 
Mrs. R. Headley 
Mr. G. Jack 
Mrs. R. Le Page 
Mrs. F. Martin 
Mr. S. McNabb 
Mr. R. McPherson 
Mr. U. A. McAnuff 
Miss R. Morris 
Mr. R. McLean 
Mrs. L. MarshallMr. & Mrs. parqU]iarson Mr. C. Malcolm

Miss A. Nathansen 
Mr. V. Page 
Miss V. Richards 
Mr. A. Robinson 
Mr. G. Small 
Miss E. Surgeon 
Miss E. Simon 
Miss B. Streadwick 
Mrs. C. Terrier 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Veitch 
Mrs. J. Wilson 
Miss C. Wright 
Mr. A. With

Miss M. Foster

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Inch), at Avonmouth, June 19th :

Miss G. Garvey 
Mrs. M. Habbijam

Bayano (Captain F. P. French Line

Mr. & Mrs. N. Ashenheim 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Atkinson 
Mr. M. Blake
Mr. & Mrs. V. Bromfield 
Mr. J. Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. K. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Cameron 
Mrs. M. Chambers 
Mrs. N. Child 
Miss N. Chin 
Mrs. F. Edwards 
Miss I. Facey 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Fisher 
Mrs. M. Fulton

Mr. J. Haigh
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hepworth 
Mrs. C. Hog
Major & Mrs. Holdich 
Mr. C. Jureidini 
Mr. & Mrs. Keates 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Long 
Miss E. Milne 
Mr. M. Morris 
Mr. J- Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholson 
Mrs. D. Parsons

Mr. Paterson
Mr. E. Pavitt 
Dr. & Mrs. K. Read 
Mr. C. Salmon 
Miss T. Samuels 
Mrs. E. Skempton 
Mr. C. Smith 
Mrs. F. Stone 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Tie Ten

Quee
Miss D. Thomas 
Mrs. E. Vickers 
Mr. V. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Woolner

Sailings to the West Indies, in sj
ampton, June 8th :
Mr. P. Ashwell
Mr. G. Atherton
Mr. F. Bernard
Hon. & Mrs. H. Burrowes 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Douglas 
Misses Douglas (2) 
Mrs. R. Dunkley 
Misses C. & M. Dunkley 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Finch

,s. Gascogne, from South-

Miss T. Finch
Mr. B. Harte
Mr. J. Hartley
Mr. & Mrs. C. King
Miss S. King
Miss R. Logan
Mr. & Mrs. K. McNeilly
Miss Y. McNeilly
Mr. & Mrs. J. Rosanelh

Miss V. Rosanelli 
Miss M. Santiago 
Mr. A. Singh 
Mrs. E. Singh 
Miss S. Singh 
Rev. H. Thompson 
Mrs. G. Tinkler 
Mrs. H. Tunnah

{Continued on next page}
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The Markets Visitors from Overseas
---------  July 6th > 1951

STOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for 
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
July
68
91

st, 1950
70
9334

Consols 
War Loan

65
874

67
884

25 Angostura Bitters ... 65/- 70/- 77/6 82/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/74 38/14 35/- 37/6

—— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6
*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 48/9 51/3 31/3 33/9xd

8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 46/ 50/- 45/-J 49/-
*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 34/6 36/- 28/- 30/-

6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/- 23/9 26/3
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/3 1/9 1/74 1/104
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/6 3/— 2/74 3/14
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3

*74 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/6 5/6 4/6 5/6
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 14/3 15/3 8/9 9/9
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 27/- 28/3 46/6f 48/6f— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/3 3/3 ~/9 1/9
10 Royal Bank of Canada $10 200/- 220/- 180/- 200/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 62/6 63/9 60/- 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 18/- 17/6 18/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 20/- 22/- 19/- 21/-

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— ... 28/- 30/- 21/- 23/-
*164 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 40/6 42/6 24/- 26/-

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 21/3 22/3 21/9 22/9xd
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 4/9 5/6
8Í United British Oilfields 6/8 26/6 28/6 21/6 23/6xd
5 West Indies Sugar 21/3 23/9 20/6 22/6
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

*Free of Income Tax. t£i shares.

Cocoa is a very quiet market, with buyers both in the United 
Kingdom and on the Continent showing practically no interest. 
Trinidad first marks are nominally quoted at 300/- per 50 kilos 
f.o.b. and Grenada fine estates at 290/- f.o.b. A small parcel of 
Grenada fine estates has been sold at 325/- per cwt. ex wharf 
London. There are further sellers of both Trinidad and Grenada 
at this price, but no buyers.

Honey. Further small sales of Jamaica have been made at 
95/- c.i.f. United Kingdom for fair average quality with no 
guarantee of colour. There is a further demand at this price, 
but supplies are difficult to obtain.

Pimento continues quiet with no business to report. The 
c.i.f. price remains unchanged at 205/- United Kingdom port.

Ginger. Only small supplies are available but buyers are 
showing no interest at the moment. No. 3 grade is offered at 
480/- c.i.f., and 495/- spot. No. 2 grade is quoted at 505/- ex 
wharf London and No. 1 at 515/- ex wharf London. These 
prices must be considered nominal in view of the lack of interest.

Nutmegs remain a very quiet market with no business of 
any size to report. Defectives are quoted at 2/5 c.i.f. United 
Kingdom, sound unassorted at 3/7 and 80’s at 4/1. Fair supplies 
are available on the spot and defectives are quoted at 2/9 
unassorted at 3/9, and 80’s at 4/6.

Mace. There is no business to report for the past month 
and whole blade is available at 9/1 per lb. c.i.f. and 9/9 per lb. 
ex wharf London. Other grades are nominal,

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
June production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 265,826 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for the five weeks ended July 2nd was 525,692 
barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for June was 245,096 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of Tune 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 504,039 barrels.

Tt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence despatched.
Mr. A. G. P. Blair
Mr. W. Breaks
Commander C. S. Bushe
Hon. W. Harrison Courtenay, 

O.B.E.
Sir Errol dos Santos, C.B.E.
Mr. G. M. Eccles
Mr. A. G. Forbes
Mrs. Elsie Gamble
Hon. Garnet H. Gordon, C.B.E.
Mr. H. S. Halsall
Mr. W. H. A. Hanschell
Mr. L. A. Hares
Lieut.-Comm. C. H. Hayward, 

M.B.E.
Mr. D. Howard
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson
Mr. C. A. Jack
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, G.C.M.G.
Hon. T. Henry Mayers, K.C.
Mr. F. E. Morrish, M.I.Mech.E.

Lieut.-Col. E. F. Moulton- 
Barrett, O.B.E., M.C.

Mr. J. Nunes
Mr. Nobert Nyack
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, K.C. 
Mr. H. J. Page, C.M.G., O.B.E. 
Major A. C. Paton 
Mr. J. Perry
Mr. Arthur Ridehalgh 
Mr. Norman C. Robinson, 

A.M.I.Mech.E.
Mr. C. G. O. Roe
Miss Olive Rose
Mr. N. F. Ross
Dr. L. R. Sharples
Prof. C. Y. Shephard, C.B.E.
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Mr. Roy Wilson 
Lieut.-Col. F. Wood, M.B.E. 
H.E. Sir Charles Woolley, 

K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.
Mrs. G. M. Yard

Dairy Cows in the Tropics

Grazing Behaviour
Jnteresting results obtained by observation of the 

grazing behaviour of dairy cattle in Fiji are published 
in the issue of Nature of April 14th.

This piece of research is believed to be the first com­
prehensive investigation into the grazing behaviour of 
dairy cows in the tropics, and was carried out on Friesian 
cattle by members of the Fiji Department of Agriculture 
during the twelve months beginning August, 1949, and 
ending July, 1950.

The grazing pattern is interesting. It was found that 
the-cows grazed mainly at night (67 per cent of the total 
grazing time), that the total grazing time tended to fall 
during the hot months, and that this fall was mainly due 
to a slight diminution in the length of daytime grazing.

The investigators “ conclude from these observations 
that the grazing behaviour of European-type cattle is 
radically different in the tropics from that in the temper­
ate zone. Consequently, there is a danger that tech­
niques of management originating in the temperate 
zone will give poor results if applied in the tropics. .. . 
It seems from our observations that dairy cattle should 
be placed in the best pastures at night and early in the 
morning, and that they require shady paddocks for 
day-time grazing.”

(Continued from preceding page)

French Line
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain Kerharo), 

irom Southampton, June 28th :__
Mr. A. Abraham 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Agostini 
Miss V. Agostini 
Mrs. S. Blanchette 
Mr. M. Belgrave 
Miss H. Biddlecombe 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Boyce 
Mr. & Mrs. G. De 
,, „ Verteu
Mr. & Mrs. M. De

Verteuil

Mr. Y. De Verteuil 
Mr. R. Dunbar 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Edwards 
Misses A. & B. Edwards 
Mrs. R. Feldman 
Mr. M. Fernandes 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Foster 
Mr. R. Gilpin 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Hawkes 
Mr. J. Howes 
Mr. S. Kennedy

Mr. F. Kidd
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mendonca 
Mr. P. Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. W. Morris 
Miss M. Overland 
Mr. T. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. Senior-White 
Miss F. Ussher 
Mr. R. Waterhouse 
Miss N. Wetherhead
Mr. N. Wolfe
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B.W.L or Cuba?

THE long threatened trade agreement* with Cuba 
has been concluded. In return for problematical 
benefits to the Commonwealth as a whole, including 

the United Kingdom itself, His Majesty’s Government 
have placed the whole Commonwealth Sugar Agreement 
in jeopardy and, for good measure, and in spite of their 
own oft repeated past advice to the West Indian 
colonies to strive to get away from their heavy depend­
ence on a single crop,f have handed to Cuba a sub­
stantial portion of the cigar trade whereby Jamaica 
had made so striking an effort to give effect to this advice.

This result was, of course, foreshadowed by Sir 
Hartley Shawcross in the House of Compions on July 
12th when, in reply to a question by Mr. Fisher, he said . 
“It is quite impossible to consider the problem ot 
Cuban and Jamaican cigars in isolation. One has to 
look at the whole picture of our commercial relations 
and our exports to and imports from different countries 
of the world. I can assure the hon. Member that we 
shall conclude no agreement with regard to this matter 
unless we think that, on balance, it is to the advantage 
of this country, our Colonies and the Commonwealth.

In this answer there was no sign of the penitence which 
the facts demanded. Having embarked on their course 
the Government were apparently determined to see it 
through at all costs and in the face of arguments which 
might have been expected to compel a halt.

The facts were plain. British West Indian sugar and 
cigars are rigidly excluded from their nearest and what 
should be their natural market by the deliberate act 
of the great planner of freedom for world trade. Ihere, 
British West Indian sugar has no quota, while Jamaican 
cigars are denied a market by what is virtually an 
exclusive preference. Under this umbrella Cu a 
more than three times as much sugar as the whole ot 
the present British West Indian export surplus, while 
her exports of cigars to the United States rose from an 
average of 3,200,000 a year in the fi/e-year period ended 
June 30th, 1939, to an average °f over 12^000 000 m 
the three-year period ended June 30th, 194 . V ' 
Cuba’s total exports were vaiued at ¿229'million or 
£44 per head of the population. British West Indian

♦The text of this agreement, received as the Circular goes 
to press, will appear in the next issue. debate on

tThe Secretary of State for the Colonies, in the debate on 
wL Indian affairs in the House of Commons on July_ 4th, 
reiterated that the West Indies had been much too 
upon one commodity or very few commodities, that agriculture 
should be diversified and industrial development encouraged. 
See page 187 of this issue of the Circular. 

exports in the same year were worth £67 million or 
£22 per head.

If the British West Indies had been affluent colonies 
which could afford the exaction of concessions in the 
general interest, and if Britain, as the country responsible 
for their condition, had been in harder case, there would 
have been reason to sympathize with an effort to restore 
the balance. But again, what were the facts? First, 
the average earnings of the British working man are 
several times as great as the average earnings of the 
British West Indian and, second, nothing that the British 
West Indies can do in the foreseeable future can bring 
to the British West Indian anything approaching the 
same standards of living as are enjoyed by the people 
of Britain. . a .

Let us leave sugar for a future occasion, reflecting 
only that the thoughtless plunge into negotiations with 
Cuba, without so much as informing the Common­
wealth negotiators who were in Britain at the time, 
has disrupted the foundations of the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement. The treatment of the Jamaican 
cigar industry has bewildered and dejected the people 
of a great and loyal colony. Fortunately however, there 
still remains a simple way whereby the catastrophic 
decline in employment in the Jamaican cigar industry 
may be arrested, and that, at most, without appreciable 
harm, and perhaps even with benefit, to the British 
Exchequer. The existing British rates of import duty 
on Jamaican cigars are denying their use to all but the 
affluent At the same time, since these rates leached 
their present level the United Kingdom revenue receipts 
from cigar duties have fallen by more than half. I he 
obvious remedy has been suggested by the Jamaica 
cigar industry—that the former preferential duty of 
14s. 24d. per pound be restored. No difficulty, but 
merely obstinacy, can stand in the wav ofthis-

Undoubtedly, such a step would help the Jamaica 
cigar industry and, indeed, might eyen restore it to the 
worth-while position which it held four years ago To 
provide this remedy for the Jamaica cigar md^t y, 
however, would be but one step in the r^t direct 
In addition, the only just course open to the British 
Government is to see that arrangements with Cuba 
vo no further than the trade agreement provides, and 
fn due course firmly declare that while the immensely 
profitable privileged position of Cuban
1 oc if there is no case at all for continuing lu deXe Se Brit sh Wtt Indian colonies of any part

Shawcross. May we suggest, too, that betore » 
(Continued at foot of next page)
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♦

Qlolfooic

A FEW days of close and sultry weather at the end 
of July have made everybody more than usually 
appreciative of the chance for a general dispersal 

from London, which is traditionally associated with the 
rising of Parliament for the summer recess. The Royal 
Family have gone off to Balmoral ; but before they left 
the King showed that he has recovered from his late 
illness by coming up to Buckingham Palace from his 
retirement at Sandringham to hold an investiture, 
mainly for the benefit of the new knights created in the 
Birthday Honours, who cannot use the title until they 
have received the accolade. I happened to be at the 
Palace for another purpose at the time, and thought 
His Majesty looked gratifyingly well. To emphasize 
the fact of his recovery, General Berriman is here from 
Australia to make detailed arrangements for next year’s 
Commonwealth Tour ; while Major Charteris, private 
secretary to Princess Elizabeth, is just leaving for 
Ottawa on a similar mission in connexion with her visit, 
accompanied by Prince Philip, to Canada and the 
United States in October. The Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Attlee were off to Norway directly Parliament rose.

* * *
A day or two before, I went with the Lord Mayor of 

London to London Airport to see him off on his official 
journey round the world. This is a unique and notable 
episode in the history of the City, the solemnity of which 
was emphasized by the presence in the party not only 
of the Lady Mayoress, but of both the Sheriffs and the 
Swordbearer with the City Sword. It crowns what is 
already an outstanding Mayoralty ; for Sir Denys 
Lowson has in effect been host to the world during the 
Festival of Britain, and in his luncheon and dinner 
parties, given to hundreds of guests almost every day 
at the Mansion House, besides state banquets to the 
Kings and Queens of the Netherlands, Denmark and 
Norway at Guildhall, he has lavished the famous hos­
pitality of the City with almost pre-war splendour. Sir 
Denys carries his glittering state robes with impressive 
dignity, for he is a massive six feet four and weighs 
18 stone ; and his young and beautiful wife has been 
the perfect hostess. They are going to Australia and 
New Zealand and then right across the United States ; 
and the Lord Mayor tells me that the underlying theme 
of the many speeches he has to make will be an insistence 
on the immense opportunity there is for close under­
standing between the English-speaking people to save 
the world from the threat of war. Both he and Lady 
Lowson have some reputation as speakers, and will be 
heard with attention.

* * *
Most members of Parliament, whatever their party 

must have left Westminster with a sigh of relief. It has 
been a laborious and rather ill-tempered session. Under­
lying everything have been the resentment of the Con­
servatives at being kept in opposition when they believe 
that the opinion of the country has turned in their favour 
and the no less honest irritation of Socialists at thé 

conduct of their adversaries, who they think are bad 
losers, unwilling to accept the decision of the electorate 
against them last year. So we have had all the well- 
known signs of parliamentary spleen—numerous all- 
night sittings, tactical devices like " prayers ” against 
orders, expressly designed to annoy, constant petty 
complaints of breach of privilege, even imputations 
upon, which is so rarely disputed, the impartiality of 
the Chair. The prevailing ill-temper has affected even 
the greatest—Mr. Churchill and Mr. Attlee have flung 
bitter taunts at one another, at least hinting that the 
one is a warmonger and the other pusillanimous in 
the defence of British interests abroad. Over all has 
been the iron discipline of the Whips, who seem able 
to keep this Parliament alive despite the smallness of 
the Government majority, but cannot save it from 
semi-impotence. Remembering the Parliament of Bats 
in 1926, this might well be called the Parliament of 
Whips.

* * *
Little or nothing has come of the revolt of Mr. Bevan 

and his group against the rearmament programme and 
the budget. They put up a speaker in every important 
debate to taunt their former colleagues ; but they vote 
to keep Labour in office. The fact is that we have 
passed out of the age in which the fate of governments 
depended on manoeuvres and combinations in the House 
of Commons ; it is now the electorate alone that decides. 
It is still as doubtful as ever when the election will 
come. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ended the 
session by giving notice of a Bill to prohibit companies 
from distributing dividends at rates above those recently 
prevailing. This is clearly a sop to trade-union opinion, 
which is constantly protesting that wages but not 
profits are being prevented from rising at the same 
speed as the now formidable cost of living.

(Continued from preceding page)
Ministers speak again of isolation they first endeavour to 
disembarrass themselves of their present seeming 
isolation from demonstrable concern in matters such as 
these for the colonies which are at their mercy. Further 
they might with profit study American methods and 
aPPly not only to British West Indian rum but also to 
cigars the American practice in regard to Puerto Rican 
rum, whereby the whole of the duty on that product, 
even when consumed on the United States mainland, 
reverts to the benefit of Puerto Rico and is used with 
telling effect for the benefit of the Puerto Rican rum 
industry.

The colonial people have reason to be grateful, indeed, 
? . s Majesty’s Government for their most generous 

aid m many schemes of development and welfare in 
*s» therefore, all the more to be regretted 

that when it was a matter of making the best of long- 
tned existing resources it should have been necessary 
lor the British West Indies to fight tooth and nail in 
a fruitless effort to secure the support of the United 
Kingdom.
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Bulk Shipment of Sugar
New Shipping Venture

Qx Thursday, July 26th, 1951, a new company under 
the name of Sugar Line Ltd. was registered.

This company has been formed by Tate & Lyle, Ltd., 
the United Molasses Co., Ltd., the West Indies Sugar 
Co., Ltd., and Tate & Lyle Investments, Ltd., with the 
primary object of building and operating ships suitable 
to carry raw sugar in bulk to this country. These ships 
will also be suitable for carrying any bulk cargo, includ­
ing sulphur, iron ore and grain, and also bagged cargoes.

The equity capital will be subscribed by the above 
companies in the following proportions : Tate & Lyle, 
Ltd., 45 per cent ; United Molasses Co., Ltd., 25 per 
cent; The West Indies Sugar Co., Ltd., 25 per cent ; 
Tate & Lyle Investments, Ltd., 5 per cent.

Details of the amount of capital required and the 
form in which it will be raised are subject to an applica­
tion to the Capital Issues Committee and will be made 
known as soon as a reply has been received.

It is intended initially, subject to C.I.C. consent to 
the provision of capital, to build six such ships, which 
are expected to operate mainly between this country 
and the West Indies. The subscribing companies are 
confident that the shipment of sugar in bulk to this 
country has come to stay, even if there were a return to 
the pre-war availability of jute bags. However, 
although sugar has been transported in bulk for some 
years, operations have proved that only with a ship 
specially designed for the trade can the full saving in 
expenses of loading and unloading, and in the time 
required to turn round a ship, be made.

The West India Committee
At a meeting of the Executive of the West India 

Committee held on July 24th the following five 
candidates were admitted to membership :

Proposer and Seconder 
/Mr. H. Alan Walker 
I Mr. G. E. Cutforth 
(Mr A J. Ruthven Murray, 

4 M.A., B.Sc.» F.G.S., F.I.P
I Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. 
/Sir Gerald Wight 
/Mr. Charles Pereira 
/Mr. E. W. Daniel 
/Mr. J. B. Charles 
/Messrs. Mence & Moore 
/Mr. J. St. F. Dare

Name
ton, Shepherd & Co., Ltd.

(Barbados)
Mr. John Rudolph Collymore 

Boyce, A.C.I.S. (Trinidad)

Mr. Leslie James Burr 
(Trinidad)

Mr. J. Hamilton Maurice 
(Dominica)

Holland & Hannen & Cubitts

Ltd. (London)

Obituary
The chairman referred, with great regret to the death 

of Mr. R. T. Harrison, C.S.I. (Jamaica), who was a life

member.
New Member of Executive

At the same meeting Mr. Michael .Previt^ was elec ted 
a member of the Executive Committee, Mr. Erevite 
youngest son of the late Colonel E. J' PievV/ .‘j L 
director and joint managing director ofthe 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., and a director of Previte: | C 
London. He was educated at Canford, and se a

the Royal Marines during the war. e in
Mr. Previté has recently taken up residence in

Trinidad,

B.W.I. Festival Visitors
Entertained by West India Committee 

’T'he British Caribbean representatives visiting Britain 
A as guests of the United Kingdom Government in 

connexion with the Festival of Britain, and their 
ladies, were entertained by the chairman, executive and 
members of the West India Committee at a cocktail 
party held in the Tallow Chandlers’ Hall, Dowgate 
Hill, London, on July 30th.

The chairman of the committee, Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
who was accompanied by Mrs. Campbell, received the 
guests, among whom, in addition to the delegates, were 
Members of Parliament, officials of the Colonial Office 
and the Ministry of Food, and a large number of others 
with West Indian interests, with their ladies.

Musical items were provided during the evening by 
Mr. Edric Connor, who, unaccompanied, sang several 
old favourites and ended by persuading, the whole 
company to sing with him, and by the Trinidad Steel 
Band, which recently arrived to give performances in 
England. The dignified old City Hall was an eminently 
suitable setting for Mr. Connor’s polished performance, 
and it was interesting to note that apart from a certain 
reverberation in some of the louder passages the 
acoustics of the building coped admirably with the 
exuberant harmonics of the band, whose selections were 
much enjoyed. All will wish the band a very successful 
tour. , . ,

The proceedings, after the introductions, were entirely 
informal, and given over to the making and renewal of 
acquaintanceships. The organisers are to be congratu­
lated on a most successful function.

Among those who accepted invitations were Mr. and 
Mrs. A. K. Solomon and Mr. A. H. Pritchard (Bahamas), 
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Chandler (Barbados), Mr. W. E. S. 
Zuill (Bermuda), Mr. W. O. R. Kendall and Mr. T. T. 
Thompson (British Guiana), Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Courtenay and Mr. J. A Smith (British Hondums) 
Mr. G. Austin Winston (Dominica), Mr. J. F. Fleming 
(Grenada), Sir Harold and Lady Allan and Mr. and Mrs. 
£ J. Judah (Jamaica), Mr. R. L. Bradshaw (Leeward 
Islands) Mr. Garnet H. Gordon (St. Liraa), G. A. 
McIntosh (St. Vincent), Mr. and Mrs N. W Tang and 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Joseph (Trinidad and Tobago).

U.K.-Caribbean Shipping Services

New Ship Leaves the Stocks
ZW nage 298 of the December, 1950, issue of the 
^'circular reference was made to the plans of the 
French I ine to add to the West Indian service a 20,000 
ton luxuw hner, with a speed of 23 knots, to be named

* »Six fcsss
April next, and will also run to the Caribbean,
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Mr. Alexander Elder Industrial Diamonds in B.G.

Jt is with deep regret that we have to announce the 
death of Mr. Alexander Elder, a member of the 

Executive of the West India Committee since 1933 and a 
treasurer for the past five years. He died on July 31st 
at his home at Dolphin Square, London, S.W., after a 
long and trying illness which he bore with great courage.

Mr. Elder, who was son of the late Mr. Alexander 
Elder, of Leith, was born in 1880, and in 1897 joined 
the firm of Gillespie Bros. & Co., then in Crutched 
briars, and now of Dominion Street. He was appointed 
a director of the firm when it became a limited company 
in 1927, and later became chairman, an office which 
he held at the time of his death.

Mr. Elder was also a director of the Antigua Sugar 
Factory, Ltd., Angostura Bitters (London) Ltd., and of 
several other companies.

He was one of the oldest members of the West Indian 
Chib, to which he was elected in 1905. He was an hon. 
treasurer and a member of the committee of manage­
ment from 1923 until last year when his illness compelled 
him to relinquish those offices. His work on behalf of 
the club was hard and unremitting and in addition to 
being a regular attendant at committee meetings he 
rarely missed any of its lunches, dinners, or other 
functions. He played a prominent part in organizing 
the fund raised by the club in 1923 to meet the expenses 
of the West Indian cricket team which toured England 
in that year.

His efforts on behalf of many other organizations were 
just as conscientious and painstaking and only a man of 
exceptional energy and enthusiasm could have under­
taken the mass of work involved. He was a director and 
treasurer of the Cocoa Association of London, Ltd. ; a 
member of the advisory committee in England of the 
West Indian Sea Island Cotton Association and a 
member of the negotiating committee ; a member of 
the executive committee of the Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce of the British Empire ; a founder and 
member of the Caribbean Lodge.
,, H™rPeISrna;ifriends and business associates throughout 
the West Indies could be numbered by the score and 
many who sent their children to this country to be 
educated relied on Mr. Elder to act as father and friend 
Many West Indians who ran into financial and other 
difficulties while on this side will remember his personal 
generosity with gratitude.

th-e he rendered considerable assistance 
to the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce and on its behalf 
arranged sales of Jamaica coffee to the Ministry of 
rood. Mr. Elder remained in London throughout the 
war and even during the period of the heaviest bombing 
was at his office every day. 8

Much sympathy will be felt for Mrs. Elder and her 
daughter m their great loss.

The funeral service was held at Golders Green 
Crematorium on August 2nd. In addition to Mr T 
Michael Smith, son-in-law, those present included ■_  J 

staff C°l>tas) andGillespie Bro^ & Co.) ;

[Continued at foot of next column)

E.C.A. Aid for Exploration
Tt was recently announced by the Economic Co- 
x operation Administration (Marshall Plan) Mission 
to the United Kingdom that the United States Govern­
ment is advancing £39,000 sterling from Marshall 
Plan counterpart funds and $23,000 from its overseas 
development fund for industrial diamonds exploration 
in British Guiana.

The funds are being advanced to Kurupung Placers, 
Ltd., which is jointly owned by British and American 
interests. Since 1947 Kurupung and its predecessors 
have invested over £27,500 for diamond exploration 
in this area.

If diamonds or other minerals are found in com­
mercial quantities, the funds advanced, plus interest, 
will be repaid to the United States in shipments of the 
minerals. Under the contract, deliveries would start 
January 1st, 1953, and end December 31st, 1957.

Die E.C.A. funds are being advanced for repayment 
in diamonds only if the exploration undertaken by the 
company proves successful. E.C.A. said the United 
States Government is willing to take this risk in order 
to encourage and expedite the discovery of additional 
supplies of scarce materials. A $30,000,000 allotment 
has been made for this general purpose out of the total 
Marshall Plan funds available in 1950-51.

Industrial diamonds, which do not have gem value 
because of colouring and other physical defects, provide 
an excellent grinding edge and are widely used in 
industrial production.

The contract grants E.C.A. an option to purchase up 
to 50 per cent, of Kurupung’s production during the 
10-year period after completion of the contract, with 
the remaining 50 per cent, available to the rest of the 
free world. The United States absorbs three-fourths 
ot the world’s diamond production, both jewel and 
industrial.

advance will come from counterpart 
funds which are the sterling equivalent set aside by the 

Government to match the dollar grants which 
Marshall Aid contributed to Britain. Ninety-five per 
cent of the counterpart funds belongs to the United 
Kingdom and has been used, with the approval of 
E.C.A., for recovery purposes in Britain. The remaining 
5 per cent belongs to the United States and is used to 
pay the administrative expenses of the E.C.A. in the 
United Kingdom and for the purchase, exploration and 
development of scarce materials by the United States 
in the sterling area.

[Continued from preceding column)
(W^t STiri H?r°ld Tempany and Mr. T. A. Twyman
(Cocoa IslT? Cotton Association) ; Mr. L. E. Cope
(Cocoa Association of London) ; Mr. M. T Hardv (Antigua 
mTa^V™^^ S?a?man (Anf?ostura Bitters'(London)) ; 
H R n;vJS Payne <West Ind*an Club) ; Mr.

J’ ^nt (Caribbean Lodge) ; Mr’ A. F.
Mr R Eadie iThP (b01““!0“. Colonial & Overseas)) ; 
Mr’ H Alin w u Clydesdale and North of Scotland Bank) ; 
Mr E CatsW^ ^presented by Mr. G. F. Chalmers), 
Barton and Mr T 4 ’ Lle^;C°L J* Alan de Pa^ A- E- V- 
personal friends $°uness (M est India Committee) ; and many 
personal friends and business associates, '
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Debate on West Indian Affairs

Law and Order and

THE West Indies and their problems were discussed 
in the House of Commons on July 11th.

Dealing first with economic problems, Mr. 
Peter Smithers, who opened the debate, referred to the 
increasing pressure of population in the area and the 
need for the development and diversification of industry. 
As regards the former, the last report of the Comptroller 
of Development and Welfare* made it evident that 
should the Caribbean colonies for any reason not be 
able to sell the whole of their produce, they would be 
faced with a disastrous position. In this connexion the 
question of the sale of British West Indian sugar under­
lay the whole economic position, and he drew attention 
to the prejudicial consequences flowing from the doubts 
recently cast in many quarters upon the intentions of the 
United Kingdom Government with regard to the 
purchase of British West Indian and Commonwealth 
Sugar.

Action taken by the West Indian governments to 
assist the establishment of new industries, and the 
encouragement given by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in this regard, had been welcomed, but there 
was some anxiety that the opportunities afforded by 
colonial governments might not be fully available 
because, at this end, Treasury policy might not corres­
pond with that of the local governments. This matter 
should be gone into. Other respects in which the 
United Kingdom Government might be of help to the 
British West Indies were, first, shipping. Mr. Smithers 
hoped that the recommendations of the Commonwealth 
Shipping Committee would receive attention before 
long ; second, roads, “ Every pound spent on a road will 
bring in its train a great many additional pounds of 
private investment in the form of development 
third, currency. The non-convertibility of sterling had 
caused great difficulties in the British West Indies, 
which depended on both the sterling and dollar areas.

Turning to political problems, Mr. Smithers spoke 
of the many ways in which, apart from formal federation, 
the various communities in the West Indies had become 
drawn together in recent years. Unifying projects, not 
yet matters of achievement but which had become tne 
subject of proposals, were Customs Union, Unification 
of Public Services and Closer Association. With regard 
to the last, without in any way wishing to urge federation 
on the colonies, he hoped that the Secretary of State 
would suggest to the British Caribbean Legislatures 
that, whether or not they approved federation, they 
would give their views upon it, to provide Parliamen 
with guidance as to which way their thoughts were 
turning. Certain legislatures were said to have con­
cluded in favour of the Rance report, but there seemed 
to be a reluctance to proceed further with these dis­

cussions.
Mr. Smithers then passed to the administrative 

problem of the preservation of law and order in “e 
area, and expressed strong criticism of the handling of

♦Sec Circular, May, 1951, page 109.

Industrial Relations
the recent disorders in Grenada. He concluded by 
asking the Secretary of State to conduct a general 
inquiry into the provision for law and order in the 
West Indies, to make it clear that those responsible 
for maintaining law and order would have the full 
support of the government in discharging their respons­
ibilities, and to take steps to see that the rule of law is 
vindicated in the West Indies.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. James 
Griffiths), before making his reply, extended a welcome 
to the colonial representatives who had come to the 
United Kingdom as the guests of the government 
during this Festival Year.

The major problem in the British West Indies was the 
economic problem. The bald fact that confronted those 
islands in the West Indies individually and collectively 
was that the growth of population is outstripping the 
growth of economic development. Over the whole 
area the population was growing at the rate of 2 J per 
cent per annum. If the present rates of reproduction 
were maintained there would be an increase of nearly 
25 per cent by 1961, and the population might be 
doubled in little more than 30 years. There were 
unfortunately few reliable statistics on unemployment 
and under-employment in the islands, but both were 
chronic, while the problem of maintaining social services 
for the growing populations was taxing the resources of 
the local governments to the utmost. Recurrent 
expenditure on social services in all the islands had risen 
from over £2,000,000 in 1941 to oyer £9,000,000 in 
1951 ; the cost of education in Jamaica had risen from 
9 per cent of the colony’s budget in 1940 to 15 pei cent 
in 1950.

The West Indies had been too much dependent upon 
one commodity or very few commodities, produced in 
the main for the export trade, with the resultant need 
to purchase food and other necessities from outside. 
Sugar and its products, still the predominant products 
of the islands, taking them as a whole, had been the 
subject of a Commonwealth Sugar Agreement recently 
made which gave a greater assurance for West Indian 
sugar producers than they had ever had before the war, 
and provided a foundation on which they could look to 
the future with far greater confidence than in the inter- 

WButeaeven with the best assurances that could be 
given about prices and markets for sugar, the important 
thing was to ensure that steps were taken to improve 
and diversify the agriculture of the islands, and to 
encourage the development of industry

Steps had been taken in all the islands m recent 
years1 with considerable assistance from the Colonial 
Deveiopment and Welfare Fund and the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad (which was 
S very Kb indeed), considerably to strengthen 
the”r agricultural departments. The Government were 
seeking8to foster livestock development in the ten^one^ 
and special research was being carried out in Innidad 
as toPthc best methods of helping peasant agriculture
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and improving their farming methods. The Colonial 
Development Corporation were also assisting in this 
work, and Mr. Griffiths referred to several of their 
projects* now in course of development in the British 
Caribbean.

Assistance to Pioneer Industries
Almost all the colonial governments were encouraging 

industrial development by legislation to assist pioneering 
industries bj^ offering relief from income tax and customs 
duty. Questioned on the attitude of the UnitedKingdom 
Exchequer in this matter, Mr. Griffiths replied that he 
would require notice of that matter, but for the moment 
he thought his questioner would agree that the colonial 
governments of the West Indies were themselves giving 
every possible encouragement in every possible way 
to the establishment of industries, particularly secondary 
industries, in all the territories. Recently two of his 
officers had visited the West Indies and discussed the 
whole problem of future industrial development with the 
colonial governments and others. Economic develop­
ment was the first basic problem to which all should 
devote their minds, because it was only on that basis 
that it was possible to build the social services which 
we all desire to see.

The Under-Secretary of State would be able to deal 
in greater detail with the points raised by Mr. Smithers 
in regard to the maintenance of law and order. His 
own concern had been to see that industrial relations 
were improved, and that machinery was established, 
wherever possible, of a voluntary nature. Where that 
was impracticable or did not succeed, then it was 
essential for machinery to be established by statute to 
regulate the relationship and settle wages and conditions 
ot employment, but first they wanted to establish, and 
would encourage m every possible way, the development 
of voluntary co-operation. Since his adviser, Mr. 
Barltrop, was in Grenada and met both sides, the 
employers and the union had made an agreement, 
arrived at voluntarily and now in operation. With 
regard to the representational problem—as to which 
union should represent the body of workers in a given 
industry or factory or on a given estate—he commended 
the method agreed upon in Jamaica, of arriving at a 
decision by ballot among the men.J

As regards closer union, the report of the Rance 
standing Committee had been accepted by the Legisla­
ture of Trinidad and Tobago, by the Legislatures of the 
ioui colonies of the Windward Islands—Grenada, St 
Y"’ Dominica and St. Lucia—and the presidencies 
of Antigua, St. Christopher and Nevis, and Montserrat, 
m the Leeward Islands. It had still to be considered 
by the Legislatures of Barbados, British Guiana, British 
Honduras and Jamaica. The attitude of His Majesty’s 
Government to this proposal for federation was indicated 
at the time and was still the same : that was that they 
would welcome the acceptance of the principle of 
federation by the separate islands and their legislatures 
He also hoped that m the not too distant future those 
legislatures which had not yet debated the report 
would do so. 1

JulyFi951“s With

the results of

Mr. Roland Robinson criticised " the hard bargaining” 
of the Minister of Food, who, he considered, could have 
done much better for West Indian sugar. It could 
not pay our national industries to cut these colonies 
down by a few pounds, and then, when they fall into a 
state of economic despair, to bring forward subventions 
to help them. There should be a proper balance to give 
them a chance to make an economic success of their 
colonies. Another point was the need to urge the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to give some relief in profits 
tax in regard to capital that went out to the West 
Indies. The West Indian point of view was that if the 
money given by the colony was to be taken by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer it was not worth while 
to grant the relief, and the money might just as well 
stay in the colony. He criticized the Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation for taking key workers from a success­
ful poultry concern in the Bahamas, operating without 
cost to the Government, and sending them out to Gambia. 
Government should do more to aid the tourist industry, 
which was a major dollar earner. In British Guiana 
there was an essential need of improved communications, 
and of technical education, if the territory were to be 
developed. He quoted “ a very prominent coloured 
West Indian : It is impossible to feed our people on 
a constitution. We want work and the means to work.”

Tribute to Mr. Oliver Stanley
. Di. Morgan complained that there had not been an 
inspiring Colonial Secretary since Mr. Oliver Stanley. 
He was very disappointed with the debate and especially 
with the speech of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
He wanted the House and the British people to under­
stand definitely that the people in the West Indies had 
for much longer than is realized wanted the right to 
decide their own fate for themselves with the approval 
of the British Government, to whom they had been 
intensely loyal whether they had been treated well or 
disgracefully. In place of that they were given British 
exploitation. He was surprised that when a colonial 
debate took place it should take place in an afternoon. 
1 here should be three days for a colonial debate, and not 
a nearly empty House but a full one. The House of 
Commons must arouse itself to an intense interest in 
the colonies of the British West Indies.

Sir William Darling wanted an inquiry into the 
circumstances attending the dismissal of Colonel Donald 
from his post of chief of police in Grenada.

Mr. Hector Hughes regarded the political develop­
ment of the West Indies as of outstanding importance 

maU? ^a80118- One was the size and distribution 
the population of the various islands, which might 

wo Powerful as a federated unit but might be very 
„ keir divided state. The second was the high

P°Pulati°n- The third reason was the 
legitimate human rights of the people to indigenous 
r them full facilities of their own choosing
for education agreeable to them, social services useful

Tsuitable to their climate, technical 
whirh -i?r Indian avocations, and an economy 
7“^. Wt1 §ro7d<l them with fuI1 employment and a 

?‘andard.°f The fourth reason was the
geographical position of the West Indies, between the 
two Americas and Europe, in a world of conflicting
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ideologies backed by unprecedented force for good or 
evil.

Mr. W. T. Aitken deplored the small attendance at the 
debate. He attributed lack of realization of the import­
ance of the things we were trying to do in the British 
Empire to-day to ignorance, and made the suggestion 
that one of the most handsome investments the British 
Government could make would be to allow every 
Member of Parliament to visit some part of the Colonial 
Empire at least once in the life of a Parliament. The 
vital importance of the first task of government being 
law and order could not be over-stated. Whatever 
the long-term prospects for federation, there was no 
question that nothing but good could come of proposals 
for unification of customs and currency and the standard­
ization of public services in the territories. Development 
must receive attention first, then welfare. As regards 
development private enterprise would have to do 
most of the work. What was required, as had recently 
been stated by Professor Arthur Lewis, was immediate 
co-ordinated action on the part of both British and 
Colonial governments to encourage industrial develop­
ment. The Treasury attitude indicated a lack of such 
co-ordination. Granting new constitutions was all 
very well, but what the people wanted was jobs, 
equality of status and opportunity. He concluded with 
a reference to the possibilities for development in British 
Guiana.

Population Problem
Mr. Rankin quoted a statement by Professor Arthur 

Lewis to the effect that the agricultural economy of the 
West Indies could, at most, sustain 64 people to the 
square mile. In Jamaica to-day there were 300 people 
to the square mile and in Barbados 1,100. In that 
fact resided the trouble and discontent which it was 
desired to dispel. He asked what had been done to 
carry out the recommendations of the Evans Com­
mission for dealing with this problem. He then raised 
the question of the relationship of the Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation to the peoples of the areas in which 
they operate, and complained of failure to form the 
liaison Committees called for by section 7 of the Over­
seas Resources Development Act. Finally, he asked tor 
some assurance to alleviate anxiety on account ot a 
reported agreement to take 2,000,000 cigars every year 
from Cuba, to the detriment of the Jamaica industry.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd hoped that the debate, short as it 
was, would still further convince friends and fellow 
citizens in the West Indies of the interest held by the 
House of Commons in their development and welfare, 
and of the lively pride taken in our joint associations 
in the British Empire. He deplored the fact that the 
Government did not find time for these debates, which 
for the last six years had come about at the request ot 
the Opposition and on a Supply Day in Opposition time. 
Some of the Members hoped to visit the West Indies 
during the Parliamentary recess. It was very ^^ult 
to get to the West Indies except by air travel which 
made it prohibitive for large numbers of people. He 
felt that the House ought to face up at an early„date 
to the shipping situation between the United Kmgdo 
and the Caribbean. It was urgent that something 
should be done. A problem which would face any 
government was the steadily rising cost of living m an 

the West Indian islands. Linked with this was the 
matter of labour relations on the various islands, and 
the question of the paramount importance of maintain­
ing law and order. The evidence appeared to establish 
that in Grenada and Antigua the troubles of this year 
and last year were in no sense industrial disputes, while 
some of the punishments meted out afterwards to 
people behind these crimes were really ludicrous. He 
hoped the Government would look into the whole 
question of the maintenance of law and order, and the 
organization of the police force in the Caribbean; also 
into mobilizing the large number of loyal people in the 
West Indies in a re-formed West Indian Regiment. 
The last point about the preservation of law and order 
turned on the question of the recognition or non­
recognition of trade unions. He hoped the Under­
secretary of State would be able to give some information 
about a Bill drawn up by the Labour Commissioner for 
Kenya which might be considered seriously for applica­
tion to the West Indies and other parts of the British 
Empire where the need for trade unions is recognized 
but the need to have responsible trade unions is 
recognized as well. His side of the House wished the 
federation idea success. They did not want to impose 
it on the West Indies, but they agreed with the Secretary 
of State that each colony should give the Rance report 
serious consideration.

As regards the fundamental problem of the economic 
development and growth of the territories in the West 
Indies, Professor Lewis had estimated that some 
¿130,000,000 of new capital is needed in the West 
Indies to give the basic employment which would be 
necessary to provide within the next ten years jobs for 
some 400,000 new people. This vast capital investment 
required first the restoration and securing of law and 
order. Secondly, it demanded some generous and 
imaginative approach by His Majesty s Government 
to the question of a tax holiday and tax relief. Employ­
ment figures had dropped in the cigar industry m 
Tamaica at a time when we were trying to attract new 
industries, and at the same time the Preference on 
famaican cigars coming into the United Kingdom had 
dropped from 22 per cent in 1939 to 4.3 per cent to-day. 
The fear of the loss of markets in Canada worried West 
Indians more than the threat to their markets m the 
United Kingdom; the limited allocation of dollars 
prevented the West Indian islands from buying from 
dollar sources. The West Indies should be helped to 
stand on their own feet, and he hoped that the Govern­
ment would look again at the question of these dollar 
allocations.

Grenada Disturbances
The debate was wound up by the Under-Secretary of 

State for the Colonies. Mr. Cook said that time would 
not enable him to reply to every detailed point that 
had been raised, but assured Members who had raised 
these points that they would be sent the necessary 
replies in due course. The dispute in Grenada was 
fundamentally a labour dispute. The major cause; of the 
strike was the objection of the Grenada Mental and 
Manual Workers’ Union to an agreement between the 
producers and another union which, until then, had 
represented the workers in the agricultural industry, 
except sugar As a result of the direct negotiations,
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agreements were signed between the parties concerned 
(a) for an increase in wages with effect from January 1st, 
1951 ; (b) holidays with pay ; and (c) the setting up of a 
Reference Board under the chairmanship of the Labour 
Officer with representatives of both sides to promote 
goodwill and to determine disputes. This board would 
meet quarterly and if necessary at special request. 
Mr. Cook gave particulars of action taken in the interests 
of the preservation of law and order during the dis­
turbances.

The stoppages in Antigua were the more regrettable 
because the annual negotiations on wage rates in the 
sugar industry early this year went very smoothly. 
It was hoped that as a result of the setting up of the 
board of inquiry now investigating the disputes it 
would be possible to clarify the causes of tension in the 
island and to take such measures in co-operation with 
the employers and workers alike to secure industrial 
peace and stability ; also to get the unions and employers 
together in a Joint Industrial Council.

The preservation of law and order in these small 
islands must always present a very difficult problem. 
A single island could not maintain a police force capable 
of dealing with exceptional situations such as that in 
Grenada last year. Mr. Cook defended the action taken 
by the Governor in regard to Colonel Donald, on whose 
reputation or honour there was no stain in his dismissal. 
The police force had since been strengthened and was 
being organized to ensure better policing of certain 
areas, improved mobility and patrol activity and 
intensive training in dealing with disorders. A scheme 
for the creation of a special police reserve had been 
submitted to the Legislative Council. Similar con­
siderations applied to Antigua.

The Secretary of State’s Colonial Labour Advisory 
Committee had for the past eight months been working 
on the question of trade union policy raised by Mr 
Lennox-Boyd. This was well under way and was being 
considered by the Governors. There was to be a full 
conference of all Labour Commissioners in London 
during the autumn. There had been preliminary 
discussions with the Departments concerned on the 
question of a West Indian Regiment, and the Secretary 
of State was on the point of consulting with local 
governments on the issue. He had wanted to touch on 
shipping and on the economic development of British 
Guiana, but there was no time.

West Indian Sugar Production

The following statement of the estimated production 
ot sugar for the quota year ending August 31st, 1951 
summarizes the latest information received by the West 
India Committee :—

Tons
Barbados ............... 187,360
Jamaica ............... 268,100
Leeward Islands :—

Antigua............... 22,000
St. Kitts............... 43,000

Trinidad & Tobago 140,620

Windward Islands :—
St. Lucia... ... 9,825
St. Vincent ... 2*791

British Guiana ... 193*274
British Honduras ... 1*800

Total ................ 868,770

The Barbados figure includes the equivalent in tons 
ot raw sugar of production in the form of fancy molasses.

West Indian Architecture

Architectural and Historic Treasures
JJuring the period November, 1946, to February, 1947, 

Mr. A. W. Acworth, hon. treasurer and hon. acting 
secretary of the Georgian Group, paid a visit to the 
British West Indies, with the assistance of a grant from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds, to examine 
buildings of architectural and historic importance in the 
area.

By the end of March, 1947, he had completed a report 
which was submitted to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, with 36 photographs of buildings of outstanding 
interest. A mimeographed copy of the report was 
presented to the West India Committee library by the 
Colonial Office, and Mr. J. M. Campbell presented the 
library with a complete set of the original photographs. 
Four of these photographs were reproduced in the 
December, 1947, issue of the Circular, and an account 
of the report appeared on page 268 of the same issue.

The report has now been printed and published* 
by the Colonial Office, together with excellent reproduc­
tions of the 36 photographs, and two appendices, the 
first of which is a draft Bill, prepared by Mr. Acworth, 
to make provision for the preservation of national 
buildings, and the second of which is an account of the 
naval dockyard at English Harbour, Antigua, and the 
state of dilapidation into which it had fallen.

With regard to the latter, reports have recently 
appeared in the West Indian Press of the formation 
in Antigua of a Society of Friends of English Harbour, 
under the patronage of the Governor of the Leeward 
Islands, with the aims of repairing the buildings, keeping 
the Dockyard in good order, and developing its facilities 
for the use of visiting yachts. Particulars of the 
formation of this society were given on page 148 of the 
June issue of the Circular, from which it appears 
that a survey of the buildings in the Dockyard was 
carried out in 1948 by the Senior Ancient Monuments 
Architect of the United Kingdom Ministry of Works, 
who estimated that the cost of essential repairs would 
be in the neighbourhood of £50,000.

An official record of this survey, and of any other action 
which has been taken during the four full years which 
have elapsed since the submission of Mr. Acworth’s report, 
would have been a useful addition to the publication.

The Processing of Colonial Raw Materials. A Study 
by c^arl°tte Leubuscher, D.Phil. London. 

H.M.S.O., 19ol. 10s. net. A Colonial Office Publica- 
lon. A senes of studies of the processing of cocoa, 

copra, oil palm products, groundnuts, sisal, cane sugar 
and tropical timbers, revised, as far as possible, up to 

le spring of 1950. These are followed by a discussion 
m genera! terms of the various aspects of the matter 
w ic i determine whether the producing or distributing 
end or some intermediate location, is the best place 
tor the processing plant.

AfMectu^ or Historic Interest in Ike British 
M A* AfRXP°ri by An§us Whiteford Acworth, B.Litt,
Trasure?  ̂ Barrister-at-Law; Hon.
ColonGl Secretary of the Georgian Group.
Price 4^ Stu4ies« No, 2. London; H.M S.O., 1951.
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Preference on Cigars West Indian Flowers at Olympia

Questions in Parliament
Sir Hartley Shawcross, President of the Board of 

Trade, was questioned in the House of Commons 
on July 12th by several members in regard to rates of 
preference on Jamaican cigars imported into the United 
Kingdom.

Mr. Nigel Fisher, who asked whether the President 
would adjust the rates of preference on Jamaican cigars 
in order to safeguard the interests of the colonial pro­
ducers, was told that an increase in the rate of pre­
ference would be “ contrary to our obligations under 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.”

Asked to give justification for the signing of an agree­
ment which made such an adjustment impossible, Sir 
Hartley Shawcross said that this was only one element 
in a multilateral tariff bargain which was initiated with 
other countries, “ and which, on balance, we con­
sidered procured considerable advantages for this 
country as a great exporting nation.” The House had 
approved the General Agreement several years ago, 
while the importation of cigars was still the subject of 
negotiations.

Further questions by Mr. Lennox-Boyd and Mr. J. 
Johnson evoked the statement that “ the consideration 
to which I have to have regard is the necessity for 
increasing the export trade of this country, particularly 
to the dollar countries.”

Mr. Fisher was later informed that the question of a 
trade agreement under which “ a limited quantity of 
Cuban cigars might be imported into this country was 
under discussion and that if a trade agreement were 
concluded he would inform the House of the details. 
It was quite impossible to consider the problem of 
Cuban and Jamaican cigars in isolation. One had to 
look at the whole picture of our commercial relations 
and our exports to and imports from different countlies 
of the world. “We shall conclude no agreement with 
regard to this matter unless we think that, on balance, 
it is to the advantage of this country, our colonies and 
the Commonwealth.”

Letter to The Times
The statements of Sir Hartley Shawcross prompted 

the following letter from Lieut.-Colonel M. R. de Cordova, 
which appeared in The Times on July 17th :

I have noted the statement by Sir Hartley Shawcross 
in the House that the United Kingdom must increase 
its export trade and that discussions were going on with 
Cuba for the admission of cigars to the United Kingdom, 
a statement which was in reply to Mr. Johnson s plea 
for Jamaica. I am anxious that it should be clear that 
Jamaica does not ask His Majesty’s Government to 
forgo the admission of some Cuban cigars if it is a tact 
that to admit them would be to the trade advantage 
of the United Kingdom. What Jamaica Pmnts out is 
that the increase of duty from 14s. 2|d. (1939) to 6 s. 8 
a lb. weight (about 50 cigars) has so reduced consumption 
in the United Kingdom that the Jamaican Indus ry is 
barely economic, that the United Kingdom revenue, 
£1,250,000 in 1947, has been reduced to only £500,UUU, 

{Continued at foot of next column)

Jamaica and Trinidad Displays
A goodwill display of flowers sent from all parts of 

the world was again a feature of the Evening News 
Mower Show held at Olympia on July 26th, 27th and 
28th.

This international section is always greatly 
appreciated. Apart from the novelty, to Londoners, 
of many of the exhibits, the section is a triumph of 
organization, and as communications improve and 
experience accumulates at dispatching and receiving 
ends the range of both location and variety becomes 
extended. Thus the exhibits now come from all over 
the world, and include varieties of plants from all 
environments—tropical, temperate; from the dense 
jungle and from the desert; from sea level to the 
Himalayan ranges in Sikkim.

Included in this goodwill galaxy of interest and beauty 
were exhibits from Jamaica and from Trinidad and 
Tobago. Both had been flown over by the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation, the former having been 
carried 5,334 miles in 26 hours, the latter 6,484 miles 
in 38 hours.

The Jamaica display bore a label to the effect that it 
had been sent by Hal Glave and the Botanic gardens, 
and included floral specimens of Yucca gloriosa, Ixora 
coccinea, Ixora fraserii, Narantia guianensis, Heliconia, 
Anthurium, Tibouchina and wild banana blossom, and 
the nutmeg fruit. The Trinidad contribution consisted 
entirely of Anthurium lilies, dispatched by the Horti­
cultural Club (Dr. H. P. S. Gillette, President).

Both displays attracted much attention, and appeared 
to be as popular as ever. The Anthuriums, this year, 
had to compete with excellent consignments which had 
been contributed by Argentina and by Thailand, but 
they arrived in good condition and quite held theii 
own. Some of the other flowers had not carried quite 
so well, but the nutmeg fruit arrived in such good order 
as to suggest that fresh specimens might in future be 
provided for exhibition at the British Industries Fair.

Photographs are reproduced on the pictorial pages of 
this issue of the Circular, showing the two consign­
ments being opened at the nurseries on arrival from the 
West Indies.

(Continued from preceding column) 

and that, since whatever comes in from Cuba would 
further reduce the market, it will cause hardship and 
unemployment in Jamaica unless something is done.

Jamaica asks His Majesty’s Government to reduce 
thè duty on cigars, so as to increase the market and 
to limit the imports from Cuba to 20 per cent of the 
total. I would point out that compliance with 
Jamaica’s pleas would save the cigar industry of 
Jamaica, help Jamaica’s economy and rate of employ­
ment, give Cuba a fair percentage of a market expanded 
to help Jamaica, probably increase the United Kingdom 
revenue from cigars, and make cigars available again 
to all classes in the United Kingdom instead of a luxury 
for the rich.
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Sugar in United Kingdom

Distribution to Trade Users
In reply to a query put by Mr. Thornton-Kemsley 

in the House of Commons, the Minister of Food gave 
the following particulars of the average weekly tonnage 
of sugar distributed to trade users in the United King­
dom, and in the basic domestic ration, in a written 
answer on July 30th :—

* In addition a small quantity of sugar may be given in lieu 
of sweetened condensed milk.

Weekly Average
Sugar, as refined, for the production of 1951 1950

Tons Tons
Preserved, mincemeat and fruit curd 3,961 3,793
Chocolate and sugar confectionery 3,529* 3,477
Cake and flour confectionery 2,286 2,211
Syrup and treacle ... 1,539 1,539
Biscuits 1,011 915
Beer... 883 883
Soft drinks (liquid) 581 592
Condensed milk 413 625
Canned fruit and vegetables 347 318
Bakers’ prepared materials 257 268
Medicinal preparations 227 227
table jellies... 225 206
Ice cream ... 199 199
Coffee essence 157 128
Candied peels and cherries 102 101
Cider..................................... 87 68
Breakfast cereals ... 76 72
Pickles and sauces ... 67 60
Lemonade powder ... 65 53
British wines 61 57
Cake and flour mixtures ... 59 55
Medicated sugar confectionery ... 39 37
Miscellaneous 667 462

Total trade users 16,838 16,346

Basic domestic ration (excluding bonuses
and catering) 14,596 11,440

West Indian Club

Retirement of Mr. A. L. Jupp
the annual general meeting of the West Indian 

Club, Ltd., Mr. A. L. Jupp, chairman, since 1945, 
announced his retirement.

Mr. Jupp, who has been a generous friend and 
supporter of the club for many years, was elected to the 
committee of management in 1935. He became deputy- 
chairman in 1937, and in 1943 was elected a vice 
president.

The new chairman is Mr. H. L. 0. Henriques, who 
has been vice-chairman since February of this year. 
Mr. Henriques became a member of the committee of 
management in 1928, and has been an honorary treasurer 
since 1935.
,TTh£ new Committee of management is as follows: 
Mr. E. A. Andrews ; Mr. A. E. V. Barton, C.B.E • 
Mr. J. M. Campbell ; Mr. W. F. Clatworthv ; Mr G. m’ 
Eccles; Mr. D. C. Foster; Mr. H. R. Guy - Mr S D 
Jupp ; Mr. J. M. Lee ; Mr. G. T. McAlister ; Mr’ N s’ 
Murray and Mr. G. C. Rhodes. ’ : ’

Die treasurers are 
Murray.

Mr. A. E. V. Barton and Mr. N. S.

Colonial Social Science Research Council

New Chairman
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Griffiths, 

has accepted the resignation of Sir Alexander Carr- 
Saunders from the Chairmanship of the Colonial Social 
Science Research Council, owing to the pressure of other 
duties. Sir Alexander Carr-Saunders recently assumed 
the Chairmanship of the Inter-University Council for 
Higher Education in the Colonies.

His successor, who will take up his duties in October, 
1951, is Professor Sir David Hughes Parry, Professor of 
English Law in the University of London since 1930, 
and Director of the University of London Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies since 1947.

Sir Alexander, who is the Director of the London 
School of Economics, has been a member of the Colonial 
Research Council since 1942, when it was first established, 
and has been Chairman of the Colonial Social Science 
Research Council from its inception in 1944.

Sir David Hughes Parry was, until recently, Vice- 
Ch anceller of London University and Chairman of the 
Vice-Chancellor’s Committee. He is the Deputy Chair­
man of the National Council of Social Service, was a 
member of the Colonial University Grants Advisory 
Committee until December, 1950, and is now a member 
of the United Kingdom University Grants Committee.

The Pictorial Pages

the first of the pictorial pages is a recent photograph 
by Mr. W. Minshall of the airport at Piarco, Trinidad, 

a focal point in the Caribbean for air transport, and now 
claimed to be the best equipped airport in the Caribbean. 
The runway, over a mile and a third in length, can 
accommodate any type of aircraft. The photograph 
is published by courtesy of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Tourist Board.

For the photographs on the second page the Circular 
is indebted to the Evening News, which annually sponsors 
a blower and Country Show at Olympia at which a non­
competitive goodwill display of flowers from all over the 
world has become a distinctive feature. Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago have in recent years supported 
this venture, and the photographs show their con­
tributions to the 1951 Show being unpacked and prepared 
for display after their long journey. Nutmeg fruit from 
Jamaica and Anthurium lilies from Trinidad are well 
depicted in the photographs. Particulars of the exhibits 
will be found on page 191 of this issue of the Circular.

, ^^arc June’ !^L Contains an article on the use 
y the farmer of the one-plot fertilizer test to ascertain 
e limit of yield, for the conditions under which he 

works, which may be produced by additions of a par­
ticular fertilizer.

Tropical Agriculture, Vol. XXVII, Nos. 7-12, July- 
Dec 1950. A contribution to this issue which will 

e ot particular interest to cocoa producers is a review 
i r°fessor R. E. D. Baker of the history and progress 

oi the Cocoa Research Scheme since its inception at the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture.
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Trinidad’s All Steel Band
Great Reception in London

A correspondent has kindly supplied the Circular 
with the following report of the activities of TASPO, which 
has arrived in London :—
'pHE Trinidad All Steel Percussion Orchestra (TASPO), 
A sent to England as Trinidad’s contribution to the 
Festival of Britain, arrived in London on July 25th and 
has been well received.

Its musicians are drawn from the best players among 
Trinidad’s 70-odd steel bands, which have now been 
formed into the Trinidad Steel Band Association. They 
held their first rehearsal together in Port-of-Spain on 
June 25th and sailed for England in the s.s. San Mateo 
on July 3rd. The expenses of their trip were paid by 
the people of Trinidad and Tobago, who raised $15,000 
for the purpose.

Manager and musical director of the orchestra is 
Lieutenant N. Joseph Griffith, of the St. Lucia Police, 
and music director of the St. Lucia Police Band. He has 
taught members of the orchestra to read music specially 
adapted for steel bands. Members of the orchestra are :

First Ping Pongs : Andrew de la Bastide (23), of 
Chicago, Port-of-Spain ; Winston Simon (24), of The 
Fascinators,” Port-of-Spain ; Eli Manette (25), of The 
Invaders,” Port-of-Spain.

Second Ping Pongs : Theodore Stephens (18), of the 
“Free French,” San Fernando ; Ormand Haynes (21), 
of “ Casablanca,” Port-of-Spain.

Alto Pongs: Belgrave Bonaparte (19), ol the 
“Southern Symphony,” La Brea; Sterling Betancourt 
(21), of “ Crossfire,” Port-of-Spain.

Tenor Booms : Anthony Williams (20), of the “ North 
Stars,” Port-of-Spain ; Dudley Smith, of Rising Sun, 
Port-of-Spain. Williams and Smith each play two 
instruments. i4 r.

Bass Booms: Philmore Davidson (22), of the City 
Syncopators,” Port-of-Spain. Davidson plays all three 
bass booms. , ,,

On their arrival the bandsmen were taken under tne 
wing of the West Indian Students Union, who in con­
junction with Mr. Edric Connor, the well-known 
baritone from Trinidad, made the arrangements tor 
XX“th* „*.1. «n July 27th, th, hand 

made its first appearance at the Festival of Britain 
South Bank exhibition, where it played for half an hour 
to an audience of several hundred Londoners. On the 
following day the London morning ^spapers published 
pictures and stories of the band, while British o 
News filmed the South Bank appearance and distributed 
it in its newsreel the following week.

The orchestra’s next appearance was on July 30th 
a reception given to the West Indian repiesenta fives 
to the Festival of Britain by the West India 
at the Tallow Chandlers' Hall, London where it played 
to an appreciative audience. Mr. Ednc Connor also 
entertained the guests and afterwards made an appea 
on behalf of the band. . , nPointing out the difficulty of transporting the bulky 

instruments about the country, he asked that a firm 
with West Indian interests should come forward with 
the loan of a lorry for the duration of the band’s tour. 
He also appealed for help in finding a house in London 
which the band could use as its headquarters. Finally, 
he appealed for the loan of mackintoshes, since the 
bandsmen were unaccustomed to the English summer !

The band’s most ambitious appearance was at its 
European Première Concert at St. Pancras Town Hall, 
London, on August 2nd, when it was supported by a full 
West Indian programme including Boscoe Holder and 
his Caribbean Dancers, Lord Kitchener, the calypsonian, 
and Edric Connor. The programme was presented by 
the West Indian Students Union and was produced by 
Mr. Connor.

An audience composed largely of West Indian students 
greeted the orchestra with deafening applause. There 
was a real spirit of genuine Trinidad carnival in the hall 
—“ the first time I have ever seen it in London,” said 
Boscoe Holder.

The band played not only traditional West Indian 
airs, but also such pieces as Toselli s Serenata and 
the “ Tennessee Waltz,” as well as a march, “The 
Return of the Allies,” composed by their conductor.

Among those present at this concert were Sir John 
Shaw, a former Governor of Trinidad and Tobago ; 
Mr. A. E. V. Barton, secretary of the West India Com­
mittee • Mr. Dudley Thomas, president of the West 
Indian Students Union; Mr. Tom Driberg, M.P., who 
later praised the band in his regular weekly column in 
Reynolds News; Mr. McDonald Bailey, the athlete ; 
Mr. Carroll Gibbons, the famous dance-band leader ; 
and representatives of the B.B.C. sound and television 

services.
It was after hearing the band at this concert that the 

BBC arranged its first broadcast in Britain. The 
band played in “ In Town Tonight ” on August 4 th, 
when Mr. Connor gave listeners a brief summary of the 
history of the steel band movement. Lieutenant Griffith, 
Elliott Manette and Philmore Davidson were also 
interviewed in the programme by John Elhson and the 
band caused no little interest m the B B.C. studios. 
The band’s first television appearance has also been 
arranged for August 24th. .

Mr Connor, who has worked untiringly on behalf of 
the band since it reached England, has described the 
steel band movement as “ a real revolution in music.

“For the first time in history, he said sweet 
melodies and harmonies can be got out of a ban 
composed entirely of percussion instruments. I believe 
the time will come, perhaps in four or five years, when 
batteries of these instruments are accepted into sym­
phony orchestras.”

The band is to make a tour which will include Leith 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Manchester, Birmingham and 
Guildford. They also have several bookings m 
September for London dance halls and a number of 
other inquiries for their services.
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Central Film Library Citrus Problems in Israel
West Indian Films

TnE return of bookings of West Indian films, available 
on loan from the Central Film Library, during the 

year ended June 30th, 1951, places on record certain 
changes which have taken place since the last return 
was published on page 192 of the August, 1950, issue of 
the Circular.

Plantation People, the last of the 35 mm. films to 
remain on the list, and the 16 mm. films Petroleum and 
Asphalt Lake were withdrawn. All films are now of 
16 mm. size.

Four new titles appear on the list. The first, Jamaican 
Harvest, is not new, and appears because prints have 
become available. This film is in monochrome. The 
other three, Playtime in Bermuda, Barbados—Sugar 
Island, and Arouca Joe, are new, and are in colour. 
The titles of the first three films explain the subject of 
the film. Arouca Joe tells the story of the life of a 
schoolboy in Trinidad.

fhere are thus 10 titles to choose from now, against 
nine titles previously. Bookings in 1950-51 were 
1,686 against 1,462 in 1949-50.

The details are as follows :—
Sound films

Grapefruits ...............
Sponges ............... 151 displays

115Jamaican Harvest ............... 160
Tropical Lumbering 
Playtime in Bermuda 165 ,,

162 „
Silent films

Cargo from Jamaica 226West Indian Cattle ... 194
British Guiana.............. * * * * * J )

144
Barbados—Sugar Island 221Arouca Joe ............... 218 ”

U.S. Import Duties

Proclamation of Concessions
ofVu^Tlf Jour"aI ^produces, in the issue
or July 14th 1951, a long list of United States Import 
D"!y AJ“e^ments brought into force by proclamation 
of the President from June 6th, 1951.

These amendments relate to some of the tariff con- 
iSfl1? a?corded the United States at the recent 
Tanff Conference at Torquay, which were for the most 
CLrSn’atCd Wfh the Benelux Customs uX, 
Canada, France and the Dominican Republic, 
bnt^mn'r^ forUid reproduction of details here, 
but commodities of interest to the British West Indies 
on which concessions were granted are: citric acid'- 
logwood ; vanilla beans ; manufactures of which plaster 
of Pans is a component; sugars, tank bottoms syrups 
of cane juice, melada, concentrated melada concrete 
and concentrated molasses ; cigars and cheroots • fruits

™ Van°“S Ways; lily bulbs i garden and 
field seeds , vegetables ; cocoa and chocolate • certain 
spices and spice seeds, and bleached beeswax.’ *

recent issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly contained a 
report of discussions held by the Central Committee 

of the Farmers’ Association of Israel towards the end of 
1950 which have resulted in negotiations between the 
Board of the Association and the Government of Israel 
on the failure of the latter to provide the necessary 
basis for competing in foreign markets.

Israeli producers complained of Spanish competition 
in the United Kingdom market, on account of low 
production costs in Spain and of the “ generous assist­
ance granted to exporters by the Spanish Government.

The cost price for Spanish citrus was stated to be 
16s. per box, f.o.b., against 33s. in Israel. Concessions 
granted by the Spanish Government to fruit exporters 
were : (a) the right to retain 20 per cent of the foreign 
exchange obtained by export ; (6) a special exchange 
rate of 61 pesetas instead of the official rate of 30 
pesetas to the £ ; (c) a promise to cover production 
costs and generally to guarantee a reasonable profit. 
Under these conditions, sales at a price of 25s. 6d. per 
box secured the Spanish exporter a return of 90 pesetas. 
His costs of production were I£35 a dunam (dunam= 
0.22 acre), compared with costs in Israel of 1450 a 
dunam.

Under pressure of competition, only 350,000 boxes of 
the 1950-51 crop had sold at fixed prices of 28s. (the 
same price as during the 1949-50 season), while an 
additional 350,000 boxes had been sold on consignment 
with a guaranteed minimum price of 25s.

A further complaint was that because of the Govern­
ment of Israel s failure to allocate currency in time for 

Packiug materials, an additional expenditure 
ot I £0.050 per box had been imposed on the industry.

Barbados Publicity Committee

Appended to the report of the Barbados Publicity 
Committee for the year ending March 31st, 1951, 

is a comparative statement of arrivals and departures 
of visitors to the island, which shows that the tourist 
traffic increased as compared with the previous year. 
. ! by sea in 1950/51 totalled 5,420 against
^L^/J949^0’ DePartures by sea numbered 4,617 
£ agaiIJ8t 3’972 in 1949/50. Arrivals by air 
m 1950/51 were 14,093, against 12,507 in 1949/50; and 

totalled l4.022 1950/51 against
12,353 in 1949/50.

Returns of visitors at hotels, clubs and guest houses 
were incomplete, but the total number of visitors 
entertamed m 1950/51 at the establishments which 

mi rDtu/vS Was 6,825 agamst 6,085 in 1949/50.
new, Publlcity Committee had an active year, and a 
?olXr T Was,the Placing of an order for an illustrated 
folder in Spanish, for distribution in Venezuela. On 
on^ 7?St!n19?°’ an Inf°™ation Bureau was 
usual Crt63"*/ ai.rP°rt, at which, in addition to the 

Mr Rex qTll are able to change money-
senti'tiS aPPointe<i Canadian repre-
H C Coll?/ he Committee in place of the late Mr. 
* a. v. wuier.



August, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 195

Notes of West Indian Interest

a“UBERY day 
ketch fish.”

fishing-day, but no ebery day fe

* * *
The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 

announce that Lieut.-Colonel S. C. Marriott has retired 
after 54 years’ service with the company.

* * *
Mr. Albert Gomes, Trinidad’s Minister of Labour,

Commerce and Industry, arrived in 
18th for talks with Mr. Alexander 
returned home three days later.

* * *

Jamaica on July
Bustamante. He

from Miss HelenThe Circular is happy to learn 
Goodwin that Mrs. R. S. D. Goodwin, who recently 
underwent an operation for appendicitis, is making 
“ a rapid recovery.”

* * *
Mr. H. Alan Walker, managing director of the 

West Indies Sugar Co. Ltd. and Caroni Ltd., returned 
to London on August 8th after a brief business trip to 
Jamaica. He travelled out and home by air.

* * *
Sir Lancelot Graham has been elected chairman of 

the Council of the Royal Empire Society in succession 
to Admiral of the Fleet Lord Chatfield, who has retired. 
Lord Chatfield has been chairman for the past three 
years. * * *

Mr. H. J. Page, principal of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture, left Dover on August 11th in tie 
Cottica for Trinidad. He arrived in London at the be­
ginning of May for consultations with the governing
body. * * *

Recent visitors to the West India Committee Rooms 
have included the following : Professor Hubert Beasley, 
Major C. L Bettencourt-Gomes, Mr. A. G. P. Blair, 
Mr. H. C. Cahusac, Mr. E. H. Clarke, Mr. F. O. Gonsalez, 
Mr. H. A. Harewood, Sir Wilfrid Jackson Captain K. 
Landry, Mr. Chanka Maharaj, Mr. J. Hamilton Maurice, 
Mr. F. E. Morrish, Dr. L. R. Sharples Professor C. A . 
Shephard, Mr. C. C. Stollmeyer and Mr. W. L. L.
Walwyn.

* * *
On July 31st, the day after his return from a short 

rest at Sandringham, His Majesty the King held a small 
investiture at Buckingham Palace. Among those 
invested were Sir Thomas Lloyd, Permanent Under­
secretary of State, Colonial Office, who received the 
G.C.M.G., and the Hon. Garnet H. Gordon, 
Member of the Legislative Council and a Member oft 
Executive Council of St. Lucia, who received the C.B.E.

* * *
As we go to press, we learn with great regret of the 

death of Mr. A. W. Dickens, chairman since 1945 of the 
South African Sugar Association, who died at Durban 
on July 11th. Mr. Dickens was 67.

* * *
We also learn with great regret of the sudden death 

of Mr. G. W. Aldridge in New York on August 4th. 
Mr. Aldridge was well known in business circles as the 
export manager of Welch, Margetson & Co. Ltd. He 
was for many years a member of the West India Com­
mittee and served on the Merchants and Shippers’ 
Standing Committee until he left London last year to 
take up his new appointment for his firm in New York. 
Mr. Aldridge was a member of the West Indian Club 
and of the Caribbean Lodge.

* * *
The Canadian Pacific Company’s liner Empress of 

Scotland is to make a cruise to the West Indies from 
Southampton on December 22nd. The cruise will be 
the first that this company has made from the United 
Kingdom since the war, and the Empress of Scotland will 
be the first Canadian Pacific liner to visit Southampton 
since 1939. Fares for the cruise, which will last 28 days, 
will be from £220.

* * *
Mr. Anthony Bernard Killick, C.M.G., B.Sc. 

(London), Dip. Agric., at present Director of Agriculture 
in Uganda, has been appointed Professor of Agriculture 
and Director of Studies at the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, B.W.I., and is expected 
to take up his duties early in 1952.

Mr. Killick graduated from Wye College and is also 
a past student of the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture. He was an Agricultural Officer, and then 
a Senior Agricultural Officer in Uganda from 1924 until 
1936 He was then appointed Deputy Director of 
Agriculture in Trinidad, leaving there in 1939 to take 
up a similar appointment in Tanganyika ; m 1947 he 
was appointed to his present post.

Cocoa Research in Hamburg

T>he issue of Gordian of May 10th reports the establish- 
1 ment, at 199 Flottbeker Chaussee m Hamburg, ot a 
“ Research Institute for Cocoa Economy.”

The plans for this new foundation are closely connected 
with the research work of Dr. Oskar F. Kaden, who will 
be in charge, and the following firms engaged in the 
raw cocoa trade in Hamburg took a leading part in 
bringing the project to fruition : Otto Bertram: Co., 
Richard F. Eysen & Co., Freser & Godecken & G. L. 

G3The report of a working committee which had worked 

out preliminary details was formally adopted at a meet­
ing of the Union of Cocoa Traders in Hamburg, Inc., on 

April 3rd, 1951.
The work of the institute is to cover the fo lowing 

subiects ' (1) The trade index of cocoa beans , (2) The 
improvement of cocoa beans in the countries of con­
sumption • (3) Research pertaining to sponsoring the 
cuhivatkm of cocoa trees abroad and improving the 
quality of cocoa beans ; (4) Control of 
and (5) Education of the rising cocoa economy genera 
tion by holding commercial courses and lecture .
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Dinner to Mr. George Dent

Tribute by West Indian Club
One of the most successful functions held by the West 

Indian Club in recent years took place in the Tallow 
Chandlers’ Hall, London, on July 18th, when Mr. G. J. 
Dent, M.B.E., was the guest at a dinner given in his 
honour by the members.

Mr. A. L. Jupp, chairman of the club, presided, and 
proposed the toast of the guest of honour, which was 
received with acclamation and the singing of “ For He’s 
a Jolly Good Fellow.”

George Dent, said Mr. Jupp, had begun his association 
with the West Indian Club in March, 1922, when, at 
the invitation of Sir Robert Rutherford, Sir Eliot de 
Pass, Mr. Alan E. Messer, Mr. H. F. Previte and Sir 
Algernon Aspinall, then members of the committee of 
the club, he undertook to assist the secretary, Captain 
F. F. C. Messum, with the clerical work. In 1930, as a 
mark of appreciation of the work he had done and was 
doing for the club, he was appointed assistant honorary 
secretary. On the death of Captain Messum, in 1940, 
he was appointed acting honorary secretary. In 1949 
his name appeared in the New Year Honours List, when 
he was appointed a member of the most excellent order 
of the British Empire, and in September of that year he 
was elected honorary secretary and the first honorary 
member of the club. '

During an association with the club extending over 
28 years, Mr. Dent had endeared himself to all members 
both resident and Caribbean. His outstanding work 
for the club in general, and the willing assistance always 
given to members in particular, as well as his own 
sterling qualities of character, had induced an apprecia­
tive friendliness for him which made it a special pleasure 
to see him that evening in the position of honour into 
which, m his time, he had propelled so many other 
people. J

In a reference to the many tasks successfully com­
pleted by Mr. Dent on behalf of the West Indian Club 
Mr. Jupp reminded the members that Mr. Dent had been 
responsible, under the direction of Sir Algernon Aspinall 
then honorary treasurer of the club, for the financial 
affairs of the West Indies cricket team which toured 

the caPtaincy of Sir Harold Austin in 
1923 When the West Indies Cricket Board of Control 
was formed, m 1927, there was a creditable balance 
resulting from that tour which the club was able to 
hand over.

After reading messages of felicitation from members 
unable to be present, which included one from Mr 
Alex. Elder, an honorary treasurer of the club since 1923 
Mr. Jupp, on behalf of the club, then made a presenta-

Dent’ in form of a-watch, suitably 
inscribed. y

In his reply, Mr. Dent expressed his great appreciation 
of the tributes paid to him and of the warm reception 
accorded thereto by the members. He then drew upon 
his vast store of knowledge of the club and its members 
to entertain the company with reminiscences of happen­
ings during the past years in a speech which will long- 
be remembered with pleasure by those present g

His retrospect commenced with an account of his 

initial endeavours (which proved successful) to put the 
club’s finances, then comprising two banking accounts 
and no money, on to the sounder basis of one banking 
account and a balance in hand. The arrangement of 
banquets and other functions had soon fallen to his lot. 
His memories went back to the banquet held in the 
Whitehall Rooms of the Hotel Metropole to celebrate 
the grant of the Royal Charter of Incorporation to the 
West India Committee, in 1904, but the first occasion 
on which he was associated with making the arrange­
ments was the dinner given to the Prince of Wales, 
later King Edward VIII, at the Hyde Park Hotel, on 
his return from his visit to the West Indies in H.M.S. 
Renown. The next was a banquet to the Duke of Kent, 
when he found himself unexpectedly faced, at short 
notice and with as yet not much experience, with the 
task of priming Mr. Winston Churchill, who was down 
to make a speech, with facts about the West India 
Committee. Mr. T. D. Hampson, whom he was glad 
to see present, had given him support then, and Colonel 
Kenneth Previte had procured the services of the Royal 
Marines Band under Major Walton O’Donnell. He still 
remembered wrestling throughout the night watches 
with the table plan for that dinner, but all went well 
and it was, indeed, a brilliant function. Another vivid 
recollection was the dinner to the West Indian repre­
sentatives who came over for the coronation of His 
Majesty King George V.

Mr. Dent concluded with an expression of thanks to 
the club and to individual members who had taken an 
active part in arranging such a handsome tribute and 
testimonial. The watch would be a happy reminder 
of many enjoyable, if sometimes worrying and dis­
appointing, times he had spent in the West Indian Club, 
where he had made many friends. Among these he 
included his successor, Mr. Payne, whom he would like 
to thank for the arrangements made for that evening’s 
function.

Other members and guests present included
a w' £ldous, Mr. A. M. Armour, Mr. F. G. Baddeley, Mr. 
A. E. V. Barton, C.B.E., Mr. John Basford, Mr. L. C. Bernell, 

a Bettencourt-Gomes, B.E.M., Mr. J. M. Campbell, 
kJ,’iv* V- Dias’ Mr- Peter Bitton, Mr. R. H.
Baullcner, Mr. Scott Finding, Mr. John W. Freeman, Mr. T. A. 
Uall, Hon. Garnet Gordon, C.B.E., Mr. H. R. Guy, Mr. T. D. 
F aR ?* Henri9ues> Mr. W. C. Ingleton, Mr.
MrRT JM w S;P' ¿UPP’ Mr‘ P- J- Knott’ Mr- S- A- Lancaster,
Mani' m ™r’ Vlctor Lee’ Mr- G. T. McAlister, Mr. H. W.
mJXMV* Mr- C' W- Matthewman, Mr. F. W.
Mayhew Mr. J. Meakin Mr. N. S. Murray, Mr. R. C. Newton, 
Previl Wmw’ J* W' 5ear1’ Mr* C- G- Perry’ Mr- P- E- 
Mr W’ F qH*iR’ PaPs°n> Mr. G. C. Rhodes, Mr. E. A. Ryder, 
S T Wha^rVL‘ R' SharPles> Mr. A. B. Smith, Mr. 
MrR & A’ E‘ Stokes-Roberts, C.B.E., M.C.,
WakSnra* Mh’ S' Swain’ Mr- Sydney Taylor, Mr. H.
Wilshin MrMR V’ wT Wal^er’ Mr. H. E. Williams, Mr. D. F. 
secret^ R> L* Wllson> Mr- A- Zaitzeff and Mr. R. L. Payne,

The Irenes of the British West Indies. Reporton 
949t ey C F Fisheries Adviser to

the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Bulletin No. 29, 
^.lopment and Welfare in the West Indies. 
Pubhshed Barbados. Price 20 cents. Gives an account 

-made by Dr- Hickling during his 
visit, particulars of his recommendations, and notes on 
governments'" e<1Uently by thc various local
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West Indies at Westminster

Fowl Pest, Dominica. Mr. Peter Smithers asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he was aware of the 
recent outbreak of fowl pest in Dominica ; and what measures 
had been taken to deal with it.

Mr. Griffiths, in a written answer of July 27th, stated that 
he was aware that there had been an outbreak of disease among 
poultry in the south of Dominica. This had been diagnosed 
as fowl cholera. Poultry owners had been given information 
on the measures necessary to prevent the spread of the disease, 
and vaccine had been imported. The disease had now abated. 
For the present, the export of fowls and eggs from Dominica 
had been prohibited in order to prevent the spread of the disease 
to neighbouring territories.

U.K. Sugar Imports. Mr. Nigel Fisher asked the Minister 
of Food if he would increase the tonnage of Empire-produced 
sugar which might be imported into the United Kingdom at 
the guaranteed price. . -

Mr. F. Willey, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister ot 
Food, stated in a written answer of July 19th that His Majesty s 
Government had undertaken to purchase the whole of the 
exportable surplus of Commonwealth sugar at the guaranteed 
price up to the end of 1952. After that date the quantity pur- 
chased under the guarantee was governed by the Commonwealth 
Sugar Agreement. The target of exportable sugar under that 
agreement was well above the current exportable surplus.

Co-operatives, Trinidad. Mr. Rankin asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on June 20th why the Government ot 
Trinidad had not yet provided for the registration ot co­

Sir H. Shawcross said that he was informed by the British 
Travel and Holidays Association that they had investigated 
one incident, and the explanation made it clear that there had 
been no discrimination against coloured persons as such. The 
Association had always stressed to hotel and catering establish­
ments the importance of a courteous welcome to all visitors, 
a precept which he strongly endorsed.

U.K.-Cuba and Dominica Trade. Mr. Raikes asked the 
President of the Board of Trade the value of imports into the 
United Kingdom from Cuba and Dominica during the past 
twelve months ; and the value of exports from the United 
Kingdom to those countries during the same period.

In a written answer of July 30th, Sir H. Shawcross stated 
that the trade of the United Kingdom ^with Cuba and^ the 
Dominican Republic during the period 
1951, inclusive, was as follows :—

Imports (valued c.i.f.)
United Kingdom exports (valued f.o.b.) 
Re-exports (valued f.o.b.)...

July, 1950, to June,

Cuba 
¿’000 
50,471 

5,866 
83

Dominican 
Republic 

¿’000 
19,828 

708

Dismissal), 
the Colonies

2
Sir W. 

how far,
Colonial Service (Appeal against 

Darling asked the Secretary of State for 
under his regulations, officers of the Colonial Service who were 
dismissed had a right to a court of inquiry or the right of appeal

operatives. . , . . ••Mr. Dugdale, Minister of State, who replied, said that provision 
already existed in Trinidad for the registration of agricultural 
co-operative societies and agricultural credit socre ies. 
understood that the Government of Trinidad hoped to introduce 
shortly comprehensive legislation providing for the registration 
of all forms of co-operatives. ._ .Mr. Rankin then asked Mr. Dugdale if he was makin& it clear 
that the Governor proposed to reform the existing law.

Mr. Dugdale said that the Governor himself could not alter the 
law, but it was in fact intended to introduce comprehensive 
legislation.

Co-operatives, Barbados. Mr. Rankin asked the Sj^tary 
of State for the Colonies on June 20th why there were 
yet any registered co-operatives in Barbados , Tjarticularlv 
being done to promote the setting up of co-operativ , p 
consumers’co-operatives to supply farmers. “ t pffis-

The Minister of State, Mr. Dugdale, who replied said . ^is 
lation providing for the registration of co-op force My 
has been enacted but has not yet been brought into_force• 
right hon. Friend is asking the Governor for a repor 
position.” ,

Copra Imports into U.K.—Mr. H. Hynd asked.the Minister 
of Food what Commonwealth countries and coloma 
were supplying Great Britain with copra ; and what. was t 
price c.i.L and the duration of the contract in ^ch are

Mr. Webb, in a written answer of June 19th, stated . ial
buying copra from the principal Common we __
producers under long-term arrangements as follows .

Present Price

Supplying Territory Duration

The South Sea Islands 
Papua—New Guinea 
Malaya

9 years from January 1st, 1949 
9 years from March 1 st, 1949 
4 years from July 1st, 1949...

per ton 
(f.o.b.} 
p s. d.
53 15 0
53 15 0
53 17 0 

(including 
export 
duty).

Colour Bar. Mr. Driberg asked the President of the Board 
of Trade how many colour-bar incidents what result ;
by the Travel and Holidays Association, make it widely
and what steps were taken by the associa. contrary to
known in the trade that such discrimina Association,the policy of His Majesty’s Gov eminent and of the Association

to the Secretary of State. ^^a . « aiiIn a written answer of July 26th, Mr. Griffiths stated . A 
officers in the Colonial Service have a right of appeal to the 
Secretary of State. Officers hold office subject to the pleasure 
of the Crown, and the pleasure of the Crown that an officer 
should no longer hold his office may be signified by the Secretary 

°f“S^e* normal procedure for dismissal of pensionable officers 

mav be summarized as follows :“In the case of officers with pensionable emoluments of over 
¿600 a year, the officer can be dismissed only after a committee 
of inquiry presided over by a legal officer has investigated the 
charts which are relied upon as grounds for dismissal. The 
recommendation for dismissal is subject to the approval of the 
S“rHatrhe dismissal of an officer with pensionable emoluments 
of ¿600 a year or less is contemplated, the charges are invest jated 
bv the Governor of the colony with the aid of the head of the 
officer’s Department. Dismissal may be made by the Governor, 
i +- th? officer mav submit a memorial to the Secretary of State.

” H any offi^is’ convicted of a criminal offence he may be 
dismissed^ but the action must be reported to the Secretary of 

State for approval.”
Trade Consultation. Mr. Peter Smithers asked the Secre- 

4- State for the Colonies what action he was taking in 
tary of State fo^ the Federated Chambers of
view of "SSh Empire, a copy of which had been sent

B t 1 improved methods of consultation 
^negotiation of trade agreements 

which might affect such «¿Jh* Mr Griffiths stated that he
which already existed for 

considered that the a between the United Kingdom
consultation °n sue! lonial territories were satisfactory,
and of " deerde hat
“nX£n Sh Commercial interests within then own terrn 

tOTeCu“tsnby

» — -ld always be

faNugent

Torl»^

Majesty’s Government had “o1 r„auction of the volume of 
^«^o  ̂ the

Secretary to the Minister of
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Food, said that His Majesty’s Government had not entered into 
any negotiations involving a limitation of the acreage or the 
production of home grown sugar beet.

In a supplementary question, Mr. Nugent asked : "In view 
of the fact that more sugar is available in the world, and that 
there is a prospect that at some time His Majesty’s Government 
might try to obtain some, will the hon. Gentleman assure us 
that he understands that the sugar-beet crop is a typical crop 
in the husbandry of a large number of our farms, especially in 
East Anglia ? If we can increase our imports of sugar does the 
Minister intend to reduce the quantities taken from home- 
grown sources ? ”

Mr. Willey replied : “ We recognize the importance of the 
home-grown crop. At the same time, we recognize that when­
ever possible we should obtain large supplies from abroad. We 
do not accept present supplies as being adequate.”

Questioning further, Mr. Nugent said : “ That is not quite the 
answer to my question. What I asked was, when we are able 
to obtain more from abroad will the Minister give an under­
taking that he does not intend to reduce the amount that he 
obtains from home-grown sources ? ”

Mr. Willey answered : "I can assure the House that that is 
not our present intention.”

Unemployment in Jamaican Cigar Industry. Mr. 
Braine and Mr. James Johnson asked the Secretary of State 
lor the Colonies on July 18th what steps were being taken to 
arrest e Sowing unemployment in the Jamaican cigar industry.

Mi. Griffiths, in reply, stated that he understood that in 1950 
the industry employed 1,750 in the factories and 4,000 in the 
held, while this year the factories were employing 1,630. Unless 
the manufacturers succeeded in placing substantial orders during 
the next six weeks the number employed in the field would fall

Asked by Mr Braine, later, if he could tell the House what 
stand he had taken, if any, on behalf of Jamaica against the 
proposal to re-import foreign cigars in this country without 
giving the Empire product a preferential market, Mr. Griffiths 
suggested that Mr. Braine should await the statement on 
discussions which were taking place in regard to Cuba, which 
would be made at some time,

Mr. Lennox-Boyd, who pointed to the considerable drop in 
employment figures as compared with 1947, was reminded that 
as regards employment figures 1947 was a peak year.

Oil Prospecting, Barbados. On July 18th Colonel 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 

Sjr Fl? Government accepted the recom-
°f kePPer RePort of 1949 on oil prospecting in 

Bai bad os, and what advice thereon was tendered to the 
Government of the island ; and (2) why the British United Off 
Barbados ^L°th^ 22 E“' Cent °f the tillable area of 

- an^ h d carried out extensive prospecting and 
survey, and why a foreign company, which had done none of the 
San“7 WaS °ffered the workin§ of res? of th? 

Go^er^ent^haT : ' Fy P^^ssor informed the Barbados 
Wlth the ^commendations in the 

the recommendation that, in view of 
-ranted Bntish Uni°n Oil ComPany should be
° “ The r£kqT 11Cence Over the whole of the island. 
« / A*1*; -Barbados Government decided, however that it was 

the a monopoly
rmht? Od Company and offered them prospecting
area Th1 the island’ with the choice of 
comnanvh Th?^? F t?® 1S1^d WaS offered to an American 
andPbroke off n^?8?- Uni°n 011 Company refused the offer 
securing some ot^te^^

yetPbLn The remaining 50 Per cent has not

c j£Aesi?on.se ^o questions from several other members Mr 
Bar^^ that matter was one for decision by the 
Barbados Government, and finally Colonel Gomme-Duncantave 
notice of his intention to raise the matter again. '

al Education. Mr. R. Robinson asked the Secretarv 
of State for the Colonies on July 18th what would ho 
m the technical institute to be opened in British Guiana later 
this year ; what would be the size of the staff • 2 ho 1 ater 
pupils would be able to attend ’ and how many

Following was the reply :—
The latest information available is that there will be classes 

in trade technology for cabinet making, carpentry and joinery, 
fitting, welding, blacksmithing, motor mechanics, electricians^ 
plumbing and pipe fitting, concrete and bricklaying, machine 
shop ; and classes for technical students in mathematics, 
English, science, technical drawing, elementary building con­
struction, machine drawing and mechanical design, electrical 
theory, mechanics. There will be nine full-time and several 
part-time teachers. Over 600 boys will be under instruction 
for varying periods during each week.

C.D.C. (Local Co-operation). Mr. ___________
Secretary of State for the Colonies on July 18th what further 
steps were being taken to secure closer co-operation between 
the Colonial Development Corporation and the local populations 
of the various territories in which it operated.

Mr. Griffiths said that the member of the headquarters staff 
appointed to secure closer co-operation between the Colonial 
Development Corporation and the local people had recently 
visited the British West African territories and would in due

Rankin asked the

course visit all areas in which the Corporation had interests. 
In West Africa he had held exploratory meetings with local 
people with a view to putting into effect the policy outlined in 
paragraph 4 of the 1951 Report.

Mr. Rankin then asked Mr. Griffiths if any specific steps had 
been taken towards appointing one of those committees in the 
West Indies. If that had been done, what were the names 
of the committee that had been appointed ’

Replying, Mr. Griffiths said : "No, Sir. What the Cor­
poration has done is indicated in its Report which we discussed 
in the House the other day. It has appointed a member of the 
headquarters staff to visit these territories where the Corporation 
nas got interests and, in conjunction with the local people, to 

x _make arrangements for the setting up of committees 
of this kind.”

Mr. Peter Smithers asked Mr. Griffiths if he could tell the 
ouse the name of the gentleman who was responsible for those 

committees.
Mr. Griffiths answered : "Mr Cyril Dumpleton, a first-class 

officer for this job.”
Mr. Rankin asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 

August 1st what qualifications must; be possessed by the 
members of the committees which were to be appointed to 
secure closer co-operation between the Colonial Development 
Corporation and the peoples of the territories in which they 
°Pejated, and. when those committees would be appointed. '

Mr. Griffiths said that the qualifications necessary for member- 
ship of those committees are laid down in Section 7 (1) of the 
Overseas Resources Development Act. A committee appointed 
was to include persons having knowledge of the circumstances 
and requirements of the inhabitants of the territory obtained

-?ir °-r haying been themselves inhabitants thereof 
or residents therein. It was for the Corporation to judge whether 

committees was needed and this matter 
was he understood, being considered as part of the general review

F ^^on with local peoples, to which he
MrFl’ Rankin’s question on July 18th.

t?®4 Mr' Griffiths if was aware that the 
fo^ committees had been in existence for
widesnXd the Act came into operation and that there was

that the Corporation had been so
Mr tO fil1 those Positions,

th^o?^^ Jhat the board were anxious to set up
u p a s s o^ h® WaS anxi°US that they should be set
up as soon as possible.
SefreS?^^ ^^F®8- Ni§el Fisher asked the 
factorieZin Tam-/ ^.^e Colonies the number of cigar-producing 
workers emnlnvJ^ 1947 and in 1950 ; the total number of

1950- - 
jury iztn, gave the following table :_ answer of

, Employment 
No. of

Year Factories Factory Field Total

Quantity 
of Cigars 
to U.K.
(approx.)

26,000,000 
11,000,000

Value 
to 

Jamaica 
of exports

897,000 
467,000

1947 9
1950 8

4,000 9,000 13 000
1,750 4,000 5,750
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Imports of Cuban Cigars. Mr. Teeling asked the President 
of the Board of Trade on July 26th if he would make a statement 
on the draft treaty agreed between this country and Cuba 
concerning the importation of cigars into Great Britain.

Sir H. Shawcross said that the negotiations had not yet 
reached a conclusion. The next step rested with the Govern­
ment of Cuba, who had before them a draft sent to their repre­
sentative on July 4th. tt

In a supplementary question, Mr. Teeling asked : hirst, 
does the right hon. and learned Gentleman realize the immense 
amount of damage this delay is causing in the trade, not only 
for the Cuban cigar people but also for the Jamaican cigar 
people, and the great uncertainty as to whether they can buy or 
sell, or what they can do ? Further, if the matter is decided 
during the recess, can the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
ensure that the association which deals with Havana cigars, 
and dealt with them in the past, will be allowed to deal with 
them in a future allocation of licences, because that will probably 
enable machine-made cigars to be stopped from coming into 
the country in favour of hand-made cigars, which is what tne 
Jamaicans wanted ? ” ................ ,

In reply. Sir Hartley said : “I would like to see the hon. 
Member’s second supplementary question before answering it 
and, when I have read it in the Official Report, I will write to 
the hon. Member. In regard to the first, I appreciate that it is 
desirable to get the question settled. I had hoped that it would 
be settled in time to announce it to the House before the reces.. 
It is not any fault of the Board of Trade that this has not been 

done.”
British Investments. Mr. Steward asked the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies on July 25th ^iat steps he was taking 
to ensure that British capital invested by the Colonial De^ 
ment Corporation in British colonial territories was safeguarded 
in the event of self-government being granted to any particular 

C°Mry Cook, Under-Secretary of State, who repiied, said that 
when any British Colonial territory became seif-gove 
nature of the steps which it might be desirable ,°r appropriate 
to take to protect United Kingdom investments, 
of the Colonial Development Corporation in that teintory 
would depend on the circumstances at that tune.

Mona Dam, Jamaica. Mr. G Cooper asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on July 25th if he 
the Davidson Report on the failure of the Mona Dam Rese 

^“¿^Xecretary of State 

of the Committee had been received by rmblication
Jamaica, which had authorized its release for ocaPu^aUon 
as soon as copies had been laid on the Tab e J 

^Mr^Cooper then asked Mr. Cook in view 

that dam was initiated against local advice so me e g y 
ago during the Governorship of Lord Milye » d h d
turned out to be a complete failure, as it held no water and had 
cost the taxpayers some ¿700,000, '«^'V^iwas a colonial 
to look into that matter in the closest detail as it was a colonial 
scheme sponsored under a Tory Governmen . that in the

Mr. Cook said that it was not intended to look at.that m the 

Mechanics ""ad Sen Xng out experiments.

X ^iT^a^e purpose of organizing the 

workers. , QtntP stated in a written answer

laid down by the Governor and accepted oy me 
employers. This was that - writing to do
“ any representatives authorized by estates in order to
so shall be allowed to visit workers workers provided
discuss conditions of employment with the wooers p 
that any such representative or the secretary of the urn 
first communicate with the estates manager concerned 
arrange a convenient time for his visit.

Rice Prices. Mr. H. Hynd asked Seeretaryof ̂ tate for 
the Colonies on August 1st what answer he a- 

resolution sent him by the rice growers of British Guiana asking 
for his assistance in getting more favourable prices.

Mr. Griffiths said that the price of rice supplied by British 
Guiana to other West Indian territories was governed by a 
contract. It had been agreed that the price to be paid during 
the period 1952-54 should be referred to arbitration under the 
terms of that contract.

Mr. Hynd then asked Mr. Griffiths if he was aware that there 
was great concern in British Guiana at the possibility of the 
present prices being renewed over a further period of years, 
and in view of the need for more encouragement to bring the 
social services to something like a decent level, would he c o 
what he could to help in that matter.

Mr. Griffiths answered: “As I have already stated, they have 
agreed now to refer this question to arbitration.

Colonial Students Accommodation. Mr. Grimond asked 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he would make a 
further announcement on the provision of accommodation for 
colonial students in London and other university cities.

In a written answer of July 11th, the Under-Secretai y of 
State Mr. Cook, stated : “The biggest problem is in London, 
where accommodation is particularly difficult to find, since far 
more students study here than at any other centre, and because 
the majority of students going elsewhere pass through London 
Temporary arrangements are being made this summer to proy1^6 
more transit accommodation and I am examining the possibility 
of providing additional hostel accommodation in London where^ 
of course, the two existing British Council hostels, one for men 
and one for women, will be continued. . . .

“ Outside London the British Council will ™ai^am their 
hostels for colonial students in Newcastle and Edinburgh. The 
British Council will continue to give their help to all colonial 
students who seek it in finding accommodation anywheie in the 

vcüs asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

what was the total number of colonial students for whom hostel 
accommodation in London would be, ultimately, provided by

British Council ; whether that accommodation was to be 
permanent or for transit purposes ; and what steps were being 
taken to provide that accommodation.

Mr Cook Under-Secretary of State, in a written answer of

'and 60 respectively during ^^hon. Fne^

tameSgÜie Available accommodation so as to provide for an 
=—-= FSF

operation from August to October, 19oL Forces Mr> P.

was

disorders. M Cook, stated in a writtenThe Under-Secretary of St^ had and
answer of July 11th tn organization and training
— being, given to and Leeward Islands
°f theilv°hFor financial and other reasons it was not practicable 
generally. For nnanciai u territories a pohce force
to maintain in each of . , needs No large reorganiza-
which was adequate for e p 1^ s for a joint poiice

training8school for the Windward and Leeward Islands were

3^' that although ^e traimng «

-- -

most difficult circumstance^ asked
British Guiana Rice. Mr what was the present

State for the Colonies on ? British Guiana ; whether
position of the Rice Marketing growers; and what
it was now receiving the support ot nee gr
success had attended its acLvlties- c k sajd that the Rice 

The Under-Secretary of State, M • > • p h operations
Marketing Board of Brifash Umana contaolled aU th
concerned with the manufaetuire, and\vere in a majority
producers held half the seats on the boa^ -n the
at most meetings, The W beel successful in eliminating 
SpXX" growers and had contributed generally to 

the stability of the nee industry.
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Publications Received

New Commonwealth, June, 1951. Contains an article 
by Mr. George Hunte, now assistant editor of the 
Barbados Advocate, on the Canadian view of British 
trade policy in the West Indies. Mr. Hunte has recently 
visited Canada.

An article on ramie fibre makes reference to the new 
venture in ramie production in British Honduras by 
Mr. F. Y. Norris, from Illinois, U.S.A.

Colonial Development, Spring, 1951. Vol. I, No. 5. 
The quarterly magazine of the Colonial Development 
Corporation. Illustrated articles in this number deal 
with Bridgetown, Barbados, and a trip to Kaieteur.

Today, No. 37. This issue contains a photograph of a 
statue of a woman, carved in wood by Ronald Moody 
of Jamaica, which is to be set up in the library of the 
new Colonial Office in London, There is also an illus­
trated note on the salt ponds of St. Kitts.

Sugar as a Food. A popular propaganda pamphlet 
published by Sugar Information, Inc., New York. 
Discusses the facts of sound nutrition and the manner 
in which sugar can contribute to the achievement of 
diets adequate in every respect for the greatest number 
of people.

Progress and Prospects. The seventh Annual Report 
(1950) of the Sugar Research Foundation, Inc. A 
progress report on the research projects being carried 
out under the aegis of the Foundation. Refers to the 
re-examination of the research programme with a view 
to adjustment to possible defence needs, particularly 
in regard to the development of blood plasma extenders 
and invert sugar solutions for intravenous injection.

The Bermudian, Vol. XXII, No. 4, June, 1951. This 
number is notable as including a copy of the first photo­
graph ever taken of a cahow chick [see Circular, 
May, 1951, page 116] and photographs of this year’s 
Bermuda Easter Lily Pageant of unusual interest.

[Interested readers may have seen other photographs, 
in the issue of London Calling, dated May 10th, which 
illustrated an account of a recent broadcast on the 
cahow by Dr. Maurice Burton of the Mammals Depart­
ment in the British Museum.]

The Times Review of the British Colonies, No. 2, June, 
1951. Ihis issue of the review, which now appears 
quarterly, contains a note by a Trinidad correspondent 
on the recent disturbances in Grenada and an article 
by a Georgetown correspondent on future development 
in British Guiana. The latter draws the following 
astonishing conclusion: “ It seems . . . that the colony’s 
future prosperity will be found in rice rather than in 
sugar, the present staple, or any other crop.”

Colonial Plant and Animal Products, Vol. I, No. 3, 
July-September, 1950. Contains the following items 
of West Indian interest: results of an examination of 
samples of oleo-resin from the slash pine (Pinus caribaea) 
of British Honduras ; results of tests of insecticidal 
material prepared from bois d’agli (Ryania speciosa) 
from Trinidad; notes on the preparation of dried 
banana products.

Foreign Trade, Vol. IX, No. 227, May 5th 1951 
Gives figures supplied by the Canadian Trade Com­

missioner in Trinidad of British Guiana exports and 
imports in 1950.

Total exports amounted in value to $50,237,054 
(against $45,818,701 for 1949), of which $13,748,402 
was for 1,575,737 tons of aluminium ore, compared with 
$12,009,394 for 1,393,824 tons in 1949. Bauxite 
valued at $10,000,000 went to the U.S.A., $1,500,000 
worth to Canada, and the remainder to the United 
Kingdom and other countries.

Total imports in 1950 amounted in value to $55,057,592 
against $49,758,526 in 1949. Approximately 47 per 
cent, or $25,833,149, were from the United Kingdom; 
16 per cent ($9,304,042) from British possessions other 
than Canada ; 13 per cent ($7,325,643) from Canada ; 
and 22 per cent ($12,594,758) from foreign sources.

Fruit Intelligence, Vol. I, No. 1, June, 1951. The 
publication by the Intelligence Branch of the Common­
wealth Economic Committee of the May, 1951, issue of 
Intelligence Bulletin completed the third volume of that 
publication.

From June, 1951, it is being published in two parts, 
one dealing with Dairy Produce and Meat, and the 
other with Fruit and Vegetables. Fruit Intelligence is 
the section dealing with fruit and vegetables. It is 
similar in form, and contains similar information, to the 
former publication, but in order to provide more frequent 
and up-to-date information concerning arrivals and 
prospective arrivals of fresh fruit at United Kingdom 
ports a supplement entitled Weekly Fruit Supplies 
is also to be issued every Wednesday, the first number 
having appeared on June 20th.

Individual shipments are now shown only in the 
supplement. Shipping information in Fruit Intelligence 
is confined to weekly and monthly summaries of arrivals.

Colonial Appointments
JJecent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 

in the Colonial Service include the following :—
De Gama, G. E. (Supervisor of Customs, Class II, Trinidad), 

Supervisor of Customs, Class I, Trinidad.
„ Dewhurst, G. A. R. (Principal Officer, Customs Department, 
Irmidad), Supervisor of Customs, Class II, Trinidad.

Fraser C. (Wireless Mechanic, Police Force, Trinidad), 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Transport and Communica­
tions Branch, Trinidad.

Goodban, J. W. D. (Agricultural Officer, Nigeria), Director 
of Agriculture, British Honduras.

Hadley C. V. D. (Social Welfare Officer, St. Vincent, Wind­
ward Islands), Education Officer, St. Vincent, Windward Islands.

Hopkins, I M. (Assistant Director of Education, Trinidad), 
Deputy Director of Education, Trinidad.

Lashley B. G. (Inspector of Police, Trinidad), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Trinidad.

E- ææbation Officer, British Guiana), Chief 
Probation Officer, British Guiana.

CyPrus)> Matron, Trinidad.
bi. Louis, C. (Chief Inspector of Police, Trinidad), Assistant 

Superintendent of Police, Trinidad.
?yRIGHJ: J-.’ recently appointed Assistant Director of Agri- 

culture, Nigeria [see Circular, April, 1951, page 93] has been 
le-tiansfei-red to lus former post of Deputy Director of Agri- 

and has, therefore, not taken up the appoint­
ment in Nigeria. 1

New Appointments 
E‘ Ç Sister Tutor’ Trinidad.

TriSda^ ’ Commissi°ner local Government

Officer (Temporary),
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA
Miss Helen'JHE Weather. Our correspondent, 

Goodwin, writing from St. John’s on July 7th, states :
“ Antigua has been experiencing in common with the 
other islands an extraordinary haze, which is believed 
to be the result of volcanic activity in the Cape Verde 
Islands. The weather is unusual—sometimes hot and 
sultry—at other times windy and bleak, and punctuated 
by heavy rains.

Tennis. “ This weather has affected the island 
tennis tournament, which, after being postponed many 
times, came to an end on June 27th. The champions 
were : ladies’ singles, Miss M. Vieira ; ladies’ doubles, 
Mrs. R. Hall and Miss M. Vieira ; men’s singles, Mr. 
Edgar Edwards; men’s doubles, Mr. Dalmer Dew and 
Mr. H. Cools Lartigue. The mixed doubles champions 
were Mr. and Mrs. H. Cools Lartigue. It was a happy 
tournament and exciting tennis was watched with 
interest.

Food Gift. “ Mr. A. A. Austin, President of the 
Antillean Holding Co., and other companies in New 
York, is visiting us in connexion with the distribution 
of foodstuffs, which he has brought for the people. 
Mr. Austin is a public-spirited Antiguan, who some years 
ago donated four posture beds to the Holberton Hospital.

Health Campaign. “ We now have two new 
doctors—Dr. A. McDonald, an Antiguan, and Dr. J. D. 
Rosanelli—and it is fitting that their arrival should 
coincide with the activities of ‘ Home and Family 
Week.’ A campaign has been organized by a com­
mittee under the chairmanship of Mrs. Blackburne, to 
encourage the people both in town and in the country 
villages to keep better homes and to pay greater attention 
to health, diet, and an elementary knowledge of first-aid.

Ecclesiastical. “The Right Reverend Bishop A. H. 
Howe Browne, representative of the Society foi the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, paid a shoi t 
visit in connexion with the 250th anniversary of this 
society.”

BARBADOS
Shipping. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the Bar­

bados Publicity Committee, in a newsletter from 
Bridgetown dated July 23rd, states: “Ships of the 
Canadian National Steamship Co., Furness Line, Elders 
& Fyffes, Royal Netherlands Steamship Co., Compagnie 
Générale Transatlantique, Alcoa Steamship o. nc;» 
Harrison Line and Saguenay Terminals made their 
scheduled calls at Barbados during the month.

Air Service. “ The first flight of the Venezuelan 
Government Air Lines—Linea Aéropostal Venezolana 
which was expected on June 29th, was pos ponce. 
This air line is expected, however, to start operations 
in the near future.

Sporting Events. “ The annual tennis tournament 
of the Summerhayes Tennis Club, Belleville, co^" 
menced on July 7th. The tournament at t e oy 

Barbados Yacht Club continued throughout the month. 
Cricket, basketball, table tennis and water polo fixtures 
were played as scheduled. Teams competed in the 
team shoot at the Barbados Government Range during 
the month. The first regatta of the second Tornado 
yachting series was sailed in Carlisle Bay on June 30th.

Hotel News. “ Four Winds Club, St. Peter, was 
reopened on July 21st. The Rockley Beach Club 
opened on July 1st under the management of Mr. 
Jean Iversen. This new residential club is ideally 
situated, commanding a view of Rockley bathing beach, 
approximately 3J miles from Bridgetown.

Visitors. “ Paying a short visit to the island during 
the month were Mrs. Mabel Harding, formerly of 
American magazine, and her friend Mrs. F. Frederick 
Jordan.

Entertainment. “ The Polo Club’s ‘ Shipwreck 
Ball,’ held at the Paradise Beach Club on Saturday, 
July 21st, was a great success. As a special attraction, 
the Nina, the caravel used in the film ‘ Christopher 
Columbus,’ was anchored off the club for the occasion. 
Many guests took the opportunity of visiting the Nina. 
and having a drink at the bar which was run on board. 
The Royal Barbados Yacht Club held a midsummer 
dance on July 14th.”

DOMINICA
Election Date. Our correspondent, writing from 

Roseau, on July 1st, states : “ The postponed elections 
will take place, it is stated, in November next.

Personal. “The Assistant Police Superintendent, 
Captain Felix, left on June the 20th to take up his new 
post in St. Lucia.

Tourism. “Another Furness, Withy liner called 
to-day These steamers are smaller than the ships of 
the Canadian Steamships, but look very compact and 
trim A few tourists ventured ashore to discover us, 
but as it was the Thursday half-holiday and the town 
presented rather a Sunday look, they cannot have been 
favourably impressed. The authorities had advised 
them that the United States dollar was value foi 
7s 6d of our money not the 4s. 2d. of our dollar. Die 
chauffeurs of Roseau are rather peeved at this.

‘ ‘ Credit Unions have made their appearance 
amongst us and under the aegis of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Mother Superior of the Roseau Convent 
has been giving the proposed office bearers othe new 
Union a six months’ course in what the Crxit 1Un ions 
are and how they should be conducted. Credit 
especially of the Antigonish type, are one othe puiest 
expressions of the co-operative spirit and their advent 
in our midst should make for the well-being of the com­
munity. It is curious to observe how the shopkeepers 
and storekeepers are holding aloof from the movement. 
Of course, these Credit Unions will be registered under 
our ‘ Co-operatives ’ machinery.

Bananas. “ Quite a catastrophe has happened to
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the banana exporters. Naturally, they do not want to 
purchase ripe bananas as they would arrive in a state 
unlit for human food. Ripe bananas being offered were 
refused and accordingly these fruits came on the local 
market, after passing through the hands of the middle­
man, at about six for a penny. It reminded the old 
stagers of the days of yore. The banana boat, however, 
got away all right with a good cargo, but not destined 
for London.

Undesirable Immigrants. “ Roseau, due to the 
increased commercial movement and the operations of 
the Colonial Development Corporation, has been 
invaded of late by a number of disreputables from the 
neighbouring French islands, upon whom the police are 
keeping a watchful eye.”

BRITISH GUIANA
Venezuelan Ambassador. Our correspondent, 

writing from Georgetown on July 20th, states : 
“ Speculation was rife regarding the purpose of the 
visit of Sir Robert Urquhart, His Majesty’s Ambassador 
to Venezuela, who, accompanied by Lady Urquhart and 
their daughter, arrived for a three-day visit on June 
27th. Opinions were widely shared that Sir Robert’s 
visit was primarily to discuss'with the Officer Administer­
ing the Government the extent to which British Guiana 
could assist American interests in the proposed develop­
ment of big iron-ore deposits discovered in Venezuela 
in the vicinity of the border of this colony.

Farm Workers for the U.S.A. “ 100 men in the 
24-40 years age group who were selected to work on 
two farms in the United States of America left by air 
on June 28th. Mr. W. Meranda, who made the selection 
on behalf of the U.S. employers, told the men that they 
might be called on to work from ten to sixteen hours 
per day including Saturdays and Sundays. No over­
time rates would be paid.

Scouts World Jamboree. “ A six-man scout con­
tingent for the World Jamboree, which is to be held in 
Austria, was presented to the Officer Administering 
the Government, the Hon. John Gutch. In saving 
goodbye to them, His Excellency told the scouts that 
they were the colony’s ambassadors and he was sure 
that they would discharge their responsibilities with 
credit.

New Chief Justice. “ News was received that the 
King has been pleased to approve of the appointment of 
Mr. E. P. S. Bell to be Chief Justice of British Guiana. 
He is at present Puisne Judge of Tanganyika and 
succeeds Su Newnham Worley, who was promoted vice- 
president of the African Court of Appeal.

Columbite Exploitation. “ That British Guiana’s 
estimated $4,000,000 worth of columbite reserves now 
has a chance of being exploited was the opinion of Mr. 
Smith Bracewell, Director of Geological Surveys. He 
said this was so because of a ready world market and 
the prevailing attractive prices being offered for supplies 
A strategic material, used among other things for the 
production of jet engine parts, columbite was discovered 
m the Morabisi section of the Mazaruni district during 
the war, but ruling prices made exploitation uneconomic

Indian Famine Relief. “The Hon G A C 
Farnum recently tabled, in the Legislative Council a 

motion asking that, out of sympathy, at least 500 bags 
of rice be donated to the relief fund to aid the sufferers 
in the famine stricken state of Bihar, India.

Government Employees’ Benefits. “ The Legis­
lative Council passed a motion approving the payment 
to non-pensionable Government employees of super­
annuation allowances and gratuities. It is estimated 
that adoption of the motion involves additional expen­
diture of about $5,000 per annum.

Kurupung Flaciers Ltd. “ Stocks of U.S. strategic 
materials are to be strengthened by shipment of 
diamonds and other minerals found in commercial 
quantities in British Guiana’s hinterland. These ship­
ments will represent repayment of a £47,500 loan 
made by the Economic Co-operation Administration, 
Washington, to Kurupung Flaciers Ltd., to assist in 
the exploration and production of industrial diamonds.

Deputation by Pig Farmers. “ A three-man 
deputation representing pig farmers of the lower East 
Coast, Demerara, was received at Government House 
Annexe by the Officer Administering the Government. 
The Director of Agriculture, Mr. H. H. Croucher, was 
also present. The case presented was that, formerly, 
pig farmers could obtain pig meal with high protein 
content, thus enabling them to produce good quality 
pigs, but that under existing conditions they were forced 
to buy feed of inferior quality at uneconomic prices. 
They, therefore, requested that they be given regular 
supplies of copra meal and were assured that Govern­
ment would examine their request.”

JAMAICA
Imperial Association Officers. Our correspon­

dent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on July 
25th, states : ‘ ‘ At the Annual General Meeting of the 
Jamaica Imperial Association, on July 3rd, the Hon. 
Douglas Judah was elected chairman, while Mr. H. V. 
Lindo and Mr. James Henderson were re-elected vice- 
chairmen. Tribute was paid at the meeting to the 
work of the retiring chairman, Mr. Rudolf Elder.

Newspaper Closes Down. “The Daily Express, 
afternoon paper which has been in existence for ten 
years, ceases publication at the end of this month. 
An important factor in the decision to close down was 

le high cost of production due to the increased cost of 
newsprint.
u “ In the Westmoreland by-election, Mr.
r. E. B. Evans, the People’s National Party candidate 
who resigned his seat as a protest against his con­
stituency s lack of water supplies, defeated Miss Gladys 

ongbudge, the Hon. W. A. Bustamante’s private
secretary, by 5,500 votes on July 10th.

hhe Municipal and Parochial elections took place 
on June 28th. While the People’s National Party 
gamed ground m the country, in the city, which it had 
become accustomed to regarding as its stronghold, it 
was defeated by the Jamaica Labour Party, which 
carried seven seats out of 13. None the less, the People’s 
national I arty command a majority on the Corporation 
Council through the votes of the ex-officio members, 
since they have five members of the House of Repre­
sentatives on the Council, while the Labour Partv has 
only one. Mr. Ken Hill, Trade Union leader, and
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himself a Member of the House of Representatives for 
a Kingston constituency, has been elected Mayor, and 
Mr. William Seivright, formerly Mayor, has been elected 
Deputy Mayor.

Trade Unions. “ The polls taken at 14 sugar 
factories to decide whether the workers should be 
represented by the Bustamante Industrial Trades 
Union or the Trades Union Council resulted as follows :—

B.T.T.U.
Votes

T.U.C.
Votes

Appleton ............................. 652 504
Barnetts ............................. 40 346
Bernard Lodge ............................. 1,981 405
Bybrook ............................. 475 432
Caymanas ... ............................. 888 378
Frome ............................. 3,754 1,696
Green Park... ............................. 353 41
Llandovery ... ............................. 369 115
Long Pond ............... ... ... ... 351 328
Monymusk ... ............................. 3,842 280
New Yarmouth 1,148 138
Richmond ... .......................... 514 37
Serge Island 
Sevens

................ 782

................ 1,217
142
44

Vale Royal... ................ 600 309
Worthy Park ............................. J92 599

17458 - 5,794

“ Since then 
the suggestion 
representation.

discussions have been taking place, on 
of Mr. Bustamante, on the details of 
Two factories (Worthy Park and 

Barnetts) being ceded to the Trades Union Council, the 
Trades Union Council will now take part in negotiations 
at top level as they did this year. It is apparently 
proposed that the minorities on each estate shall still be 
represented by their union in local negotiation with the 
management—that is, for example, the Trades Union 
Council would still have a right to discuss the grievances 
of a Trades Union Council worker at factories other 
than Worthy Park and Barnetts.

Farmers’ Federation. “The Central Committee of 
Primary Producers has called a special meeting of its 
Council for August 4th, at which it is proposed to adopt 
the name of the ‘Farmers’ Federation’ and to accept a 
new constitution and rules. At present the Cen ra 
Committee of Primary Producers consists of eight com­
modity associations, the Jamaica Agricultural Society, 
the Coconut Industry Board, and the Jamaica Imperial 
Association. All these are being invited to be members 
of the new Federation. In addition, ‘ Parish Federa­
tions ’ are to be formed which will represent various 
organizations at the level of the parish and wi e 
admitted to membership. It is also proposed to admi 
other appropriate bodies as members.

“ The principal difference between the Central Com­
mittee of Primary Producers in its present form and the 
proposed Federation is that while at present the mdivi- 
dual farmer or the branch of any organization has no 
feeling of responsibility towards the Committee the 
Parish Federation will create a spirit favourable to 
united action by all producers. The present Committee 
is a confederation of certain organizations th™"® 
representatives appointed by their executives to the 
Council of the Central Committee of Primary Produce . 
The Federation is a closer union of farmers which w 
be able from the Parish Federations to convey to th 
Council and the executive the real wishes and true 
temper of the agricultural community, while in the same 

way the views of the Council and the results of its 
activities will be subjects of discussion at Parish Con­
ventions, where each person present will be aware of the 
connexion between the Council and his own activities 
or wishes. The Jamaica Agricultural Society, at its 
Annual General Meeting on July 25th, declined to join 
the Federation.

Farmers’ Committees. “ At the Annual General 
Meeting of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, the 
Governor, Sir Hugh Foot, who has returned from a 
prolonged tour of the countryside, during which he 
established a special contact with farmers, set forth 
what appeared to him to be the only programme for 
dealing with predial larceny; the establishment of 
local committees with legal powers to take measures for 
the protection of the farmers.

Obituary. “ I regret to record the passing of Mr. 
C. N. Hislop, Assistant Manager of the United Fruit 
Co., who died on July 5th, and the Ven. Archdeacon 
R. L. Reid, formerly Rector of St. Michael’s, Kingston. 
Mr. Hislop had been in the service of the United Fruit 
Co. for 38 years, having been agent at Port Antonio, 
Superintendent of Export, and Superintendent of 
Shipping before he became Assistant Manager in 1927. 
Archdeacon Reid, who was 79, was ordained priest in 
1896, and was Rector of St. Michael’s for a quarter of 
a century before he retired two years ago.’’

ST. LUCIA
Sugar and Cocoa Crops. Our correspondent, the 

Hon. Henry E. Belmar, writing from Castries on July 
21st, states : “ The weather has been quite satisfactory 
during the last month, and the canes seem to be recover­
ing from the effects of the heavy rains last May. Die 
prospects of the coming cocoa crop are good.

Reconstruction of Castries. Work has been 
retarded due to a shortage of material, especially steel. 
Out of an estimate of 97 private buildings to be erected 
34 building applications have been received, and 25 
buildings are either in course of construction or 
completed.

Bananas. “ The fourth shipment of bananas was 
made on July 20th. The number of stems shipped was 

1,859.’’
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The following extracts have been Uken from the 
newsletter issued by the information office of Trinidad 

and Tobago.
Civil Servants’ Conference. The “ dangers of 

political patronage” was stressed by the
Sir Hubert Rance, on the occasion of the opening of the 
Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Civil Service Association 
of Trinidad and Tobago at the San Fmamto Town 
Hall on Tune 16th. The conference was the first to be 
held ffi San Fernando and was attended by delegates 
from all over the colony. His Excellency paid personal 
tribute to the President, Mr. C. T. W. E. Worrell, who, 
he stated, by his important work for the Association, 
had secured the confidence of the members and a so 
that of Government. Mr. Worrell yas congratulated 
on his promotion to the post of Solicitor General of the

colony. .
Rice Project. The Finance Committee of the Legis-
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lative Council, on June 15th, voted approximately 
$169,000 to enable Government to proceed with interim 
proposals for extending rice production in the colony 
after it was leamt that the Administration proposed to 
carry out a survey of the rice industry in the near 
future. Government required $209,713 to implement 
recommendations of an interim report on rice expansion, 
but the committee deferred a vote of the entire sum, 
which would have included provision for acquisition of 
land. The committee decided in the first place to 
appoint a delegation of three to visit the Caroni savannah 
area where the big rice production project is to be carried 
out, and to report its findings.

Vinegar Factory. Large-scale production of vinegar 
was started on June 21st at the first vinegar factory to 
be established in Trinidad. The factory is operated by 
French Industries Ltd.

It was stated that when production gets into full 
swing annual output will be 75,000 gallons, of which 
the greater portion will be for export. One of the 
directors of the company told the Press that its aim 
was to meet the needs not only of the British Caribbean 
but of Venezuela.

Food Subsidies. The Trinidad Government 
expended a little over $912,000 in food subsidies for the 
first quarter of 1951. This was about 4 per cent higher 
than the amount required for the first quarter of 1950, 
but about $8,700 less than the sum expended in the 
final quarter of last year. These figures were disclosed 
in the Quarterly Economic Report of the colony for 
1951. Mr. J. H. Steer, Government Statistician, 
attributed the increase in the amount of subsidy to 
changes in the landed cost of the items which are bulk- 
purchased by Government.

Increase in Employment. An 8 per cent rise since 
the last quarter of 1950 in employment at the major 
industries of the colony is noted in the Economic Report 
for January-March, 1951. There is, however, a drop 
of 2 per cent in comparison with the same three months 
last year.

Of a total of 48,453 workers in major industries, the 
sugai estates and factories employ the most manual 
labourers—19,672. Oil comes second, employing a total 
of 10,352, according to the latest available figures. This 
figure is the same for the labour roll of the oilfields 
during the last three months of 1950. It is, however 
an increase of 6 per cent in the labour force during the 
first three months of last year. The labour force at the 
United States Naval Base numbers 1,053. This is an 
inciease of 116 per cent on the labour force in the last 
I months 1^50, but it represents a drop in relation 
to the first quarter of 1950. Major industries on which 
the report bases its employment statistics are the sugar 
estates and factories, oil, shipping, asphalt, the U.S. 
base, the city and borough councils, the Port Services 
Department and Central Government departments 
(daily-paid employees only).

New Cocoa Agronomist. Mr. L. L. De Verteuil 
a TTrinidadian at present Superintendent of Agriculture 
in the Windward Islands, has been selected for appoint­
ment to the vacant post of Cocoa Agronomist of the 
Department of Agriculture. The post, which has been 
included under the Central Experimental Station 

Scheme, was held by Dr. G. Montserrin, who was 
appointed Chief Scientific Officer early last year.

Training Courses for Civil Servants. The 
Trinidad Government proposes to sponsor central courses 
for civil servants with experience and service. It is 
proposed that the first courses organized should be 
experimental, and that recruitment should be confined 
to officers serving in and around Port of Spain. The 
courses are to be divided into two parts—a basic course 
of lectures for all officers, and study courses and resi­
dential courses for officers who wish to undertake more 
detailed study of varied aspects of government.

It is proposed that the training course should consist 
of three terms of 12 weeks each extending over a period 
of one year. It is estimated that the cost of holding 
central training courses for 60 students taking the non- 
residential course will be a little more than $3,000, 
including expenses of the course, books and subsistence 
allowance for the Director of Studies.

Cargo for Barbados

Delivery Surcharge to be Imposed
A notice to shippers issued by the Association of 

West India Trans-Atlantic Steam Ship Lines, on July 
31st, 1951, reads as follows : Shippers are hereby 
informed that unsatisfactory despatch at Barbados 
and the high cost of handling cargo there make it 
necessary to add a delivery surcharge of 10s. per freight 
ton (not subject to rebate) on all cargo shipped from the 
U.K. to Barbados by vessels scheduled to sail from their 
U.K. loading port on and after September 1st, 1951, 
and until further notice.

East African Sugar

The report of the East African Commissioner for the 
year 1950 gives the following figures of sugar production 
m the three East African territories :—

This increase in

1949 
Actual

1950

Uganda tons 46,107 54,626Kenya ... tons 11,503 8,553Tanganyika ... tons 7,429 13,726

Total ................ 65,039 76,905

1951
Estimated 

55,200 
17,865 
9,100

82,165

, production has, however, been more
than offset by the rise in consumption, which in 1949 
amounted to 78,089 tons for the three territories and is 

96’°°3 tons for !950 and 102,640 tons for 
lyfil. Ine 1950 shortfall was met by the importation 
of approximately 15,000 tons of refined sugar from the 
United Kingdom. The 1951 deficiency is to be met by 
wo™ of hlgh grade Mauritius raws (about
19,000 tons7 m view of the high cost of refined sugar.

ESTATE FOR SALE
isIand of Tobago, two fertile, well- 

lantatlons- a mile apart, but worked as one 
Fo\X ^ shipping bay. House (requiring repair) in 
lovely position. Price ¿18,000. r

For immediate details of crops and acreage annlv T W 
E F^Tnt0 India Committee- particulars1 from 

E. b. McIntyre, Gouyave, Grenada, B.W.L
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West Indian Passenger List Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie),
from Avonmouth, July 14th :—

" ........... Mr. & Mrs. P. T. English

Booker Line
Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Arakaka (Captain 

A. A. Gerrard), at Liverpool, July 25th :—
Mr. D. O. Chatterton
Mr K. Dove
Mr. E. P. Forbes

Mr. & Mrs. G. C. Green 
Hon. Dr. G. Jagan 
Mrs. J. A. King

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. 
Armitage), from Liverpool, July 6th :—•

Mrs. O. L. Primo
Mr. & Mrs. J. Strang 
Miss J. Strang

Amakura (Captain S.

Mr. W. Angus 
Mrs. E. D. Bell 
Mr. S. L. Cann

Mr. & Mrs. F. Duncan
Mr. R. Ferbrache
Mr. M. C. Frederick

Mr. J. A. Gill
Mr. A. W. Kennard 
Mr. C. J. H. King

Home arrivals
Saguenay Terminals
from British Guiana and Trinidad, in m.s.

Mrs. P. E. Aitken
Mr. & Mrs. J. Armstrong 
Mr. A. C. Arscott 
Miss M. H. Arscott 
Major P. R. Barrass 
Mr. E. Borrero 
Mr. E. G. Bradbury 
Mr. & Mrs. H. P.

Charnock-Wilson
Dr. V. R. Chuck 
Mrs. W. E. Cooper 
Col. M. R. de Cordova 
Rev. & Mrs. P. E. Craig 
Miss F. A. Craig 
Mrs. E. L. Cran
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Demain 
Dr. L. A. Desnoes 
Mr. H. M. Eastwood

Dr. & Mrs. R. Feanny 
Mrs. B. M. Fowler 
Mrs. G. M. Gardener 
Mr. P. Girling 
Mrs. S. M. Gordon 
Mrs. J. V. Grant 
Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Haldane 
Mr. F. A. Hunter 
Mrs. R. E. Irvine 
Mrs. B. G. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. A. McGahan 
Mrs. F. McNeill 
Mr. K. S. Moody 
Mr. W. E. Morris 
Mr. E. L. Munroe

Mr. R. E. Osborne 
Mr. H. G. Owen 
Mr. B. F. Pike 
Miss E. L. Pryce 
Mrs. A. Ravenhill 
Mrs. E. H. Reeves 
Capt. A. A. Reid 
Mr. N. A. Sasso 
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Sharp 
Miss E. J. Sinclair 
Mrs. N. Tate 
Mrs. L. M. Turnbull 
Mrs. C. Wareham 
Mr. H. Williams 
Mrs. C. P. Wilson 
Mr. A. L. Wolffsohn 
Mr. & Mrs. C. O. Wong

Bruno (Captain Lars Fylling), at London, July 7th : •
Mrs. J. Bulcock Mrs. M. Gould Mrs. C. Hinds
Miss P. Fernandes Mr. C. Gray Mr. & Mrs. W. Hunt

Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad, 
” ' from Southampton,

in s.s. Golfito (Captain

Sailings to British Guiana and Trinidad in m.s. Bruno (Captain 
Lars Fylling), from London, July 22nd ’

S. A. Sapsworth), 
Mrs. M. B. Adams 
Mr. T. O. Beardsley 
Mrs. J. R. Benjamin 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Black

Mr. R. K. Ablack 
Miss L. S. Ablack 
Mr. J. H. Bass

Home arrivals

Mr. K. C. Beechey 
Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Day 
Miss V. E. Day

Fyffes Line
from Jamaica, in s.s.

Mr. A. E. de Silva
Mr. J. R. Hind
Mr. G. I. Simmons

Roberts), at Rotterdam, July 1st :— 
Major & Mrs. C. Deacon Mr. H. Gleghorn 
Mrs. J. F. Gilbert Mr. & Mrs. R. Gonsalves
Mr. P. Gallienne Mr. R. A. Hosein

Matina (Captain H.

Mr. J. Marcano 
Rev. F. G. I. Packer

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Manistee (Captain H. J. 
Robinson), at Rotterdam, July 8th :—

Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Blair 
Col. D. J. Briggs 
Mrs. L. P. Bushc 
Miss P. A. Bushe 
Mr. G. W. Butler 
Col. & Mrs. A. Campbell 
Miss E. F. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. F. Cowbourne 
Dr. W. M. Daly 
Mr. T. J. Dennis 
Mrs. M. Dick 
Mr. J. P. Egglesfield 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Ellingham 
Dr. & Mrs. M. A. Fawkes 
Mrs. C. I. Fearon 
Mr. A. G. Gallacher

Mr. R. P. Armour Mr. A. R. Farrup
Mr. & Mrs. G. V. Coleman Mr. J. R. Ratcliffe

Mr. O. Thomsen
Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Tidy

Miss J. Harford 
Mr. C. A. Herbert 
Mrs. Herbert 
Mr. P. Hewitt-Myring 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Hobson 
Mrs. G. G. Hodgson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Hole 
Misses A. & C. Hole 
Mr. & Mrs. I. D. Holland 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hotchkiss 
Mrs. M. C. Hutchings 
Mrs. O. D. Jackman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Leo 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Magin 
Miss A. W. Magin 
Mr. & Mrs. G. V. Mancini 
Mrs. B. Mason
Mr. & Mrs. R. McKenzie 
Mr. J. Mitchell 
Mrs. W. Mostyn

French Line

July 26th :—
Mr. & Mrs. R. Moosai-

Maharaj 
Mr. C. F. North 
Mr. & Mrs. D. G. Nudd 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Peters 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Previte 
Mrs. E. P. Pringle 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Rooks 
Mrs. F. A. Scott 
Mr. B. R. Seel 
Miss B. Seel 
Mrs. O. D. Smith 
Miss A. U. Thurston 
Miss E. M. Tinsley 
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Trueman 
Mr. G. L. Tyldsley 
Miss P. M. Weston 
Mr. G. C. Witt 
Mrs. V. E. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Zanela

Home arrivals from Barbados and Trinidad in s.s. Golfito 
(Captain S. A. Sapworth), at Southampton, July loth

-- - — Miss G. L. Malcolm

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. 
ampton, July 19th :— 
-- ■ ••• Mr. D. Hetram

Gascogne, from South-

Mrs. A. McK. Baddeley 
Major C. J. & Mrs.

Bettencourt-Gomes 
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Bolhuis 
Misses S. & C. Bolhuis 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Boos 
Miss S. M. Boos 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Brackenreed 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Brancker 
Misses P. & J. Brancker 
Miss F. R. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Chalcraft 
Mrs. H. M. Chanter 
Mr. J. Cheyne
Mr. & Mrs. B. N. Conduit 
Mr. & Mrs. S. C. Connell 
Mrs. G. M. Cornwell 
Capt. J. W. Davey 
Mr. & Mrs. O. De Barry 
Mr. & Mrs. T. O. Dowding 
Miss F. Dowding 
Miss J. Duff

Rev. Mother Elspeth 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Fennah 
Miss E. Fitzpatrick 
Mr. R. L. Getty 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Glendinning 
Mrs. B. Hardy 
Miss J. M. Hardy 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Hcly- 

Hutchinson 
Miss M. Homersley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Jardin 
Hon. Miss Audrey Jeffers 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Johnson 
Dr. & Mrs. H. G. Kugler 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Leach 
Miss E. M. Leach 
Mr. & Mrs. F. D. Longe 
Mrs. G. F. Lyndon Kerr 
Mrs. W. M. Macintyre 
Miss J. M. Macintyre 
Mr. & Mrs. R. S. Malcolm

Mr. & Mrs. R. McClung 
Misses H. & J. McClung 
Miss E. A. Marques 
Mr. A. J. Millar 
Mr. & Mrs. J. MicKiustry 
Mr. W. F. Mitchell 
Col. & Mrs. N. Ord 
Mr. R. J- Shannon 
Prof. & Mrs. C. Shephard 
Miss M. A. Shephard 
Mr. & Mrs. A. N. Smith 
Miss E. J. Smith 
Mr. J. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Stevens 
Mrs. F. M. Summer 
Mrs. E. M. Tarr 
Miss A. J. Turner 
Miss R. M. Walker 
Miss T. E. Whitehead 
Mrs. M. H. Woodhouse

Mr. A. Ali 
Miss M. Archard 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Arnold 
Mr. J. Compton 
Mr. E. Donnell 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Doust 
Mr. W. Farmer 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Flynn 
Miss D. Fonzi 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Franker 
Mr. J. Frederick

Mr. & Mrs. F. Hirst 
Mr. H. Josiah 
Mr. W. Kuo 
Miss G. Lockhart 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Macmillan 
Miss O. Man-Ho 
Mr. R. Nauth-Misir 
Mr. C. Padavatton 
Mr. M. Rayman 
Mr. P. Roach

Mr. & Mrs. W. Sandiford 
Mr. F. Stevenson 
Miss G. Sutherland 
Mr. N. Syme 
Mr. W. Thomas 
Mrs. E. Thomas 
Mr. S. Thornhill 
Mr. N. Warren 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Wells 
Miss A. Wells 
Miss A. Williams

Visitors from Overseas

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s.
Bull), at Avonmouth, 
Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Barnett 
Miss M. A. Beith 
Mrs. P. M. Byrnes 
Miss I. L. Campbell 
Mr. R. C. Carley 
Mr. & Mrs. Chape 
Cdr. W. de M. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Dalgleish 
Mrs. E. Davies 
Miss P. P. Dawes 
Mrs. M. H. Earle 
Mr. S. S. Ellcome 
Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Fender 
Miss C. A. Ferguson
Mr. D. W. Forrest

July 17th 
Mr. J. B. Gillies 
Mr. A. C. Graham 
Mrs. R. Hindle 
Mr. D. E. Hodgson 
Mr. J. W. Howie 
Mr. A. S. Langford 
Misses C. & S. Langford 
Miss J. M. Lawrence 
Miss H. L. Livingstone 
Mr. R. B. Le Page 
Mrs. A. E. March 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Marno 
Miss J. M. McKee 
Prof. N. Millott

Cavina (Captain T. H<

Mr. & Mrs. J. Morant

Miss M. E. Nairne 
Mr. I. A. Nicholas 
Miss F. E. Nugent 
Mr. W. R. Pearce 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Pierce 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Price 
Miss M. Price 
Miss D. M. Russell 
Dr. R. Simpson 
Mr. E. L. Symonette 
Mrs. E. M. Todd 
Misses A. & S. Varma 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Webster 
Mrs. E. Wolfe 
Mr. W. S. Wood

sXgsTJamaicans. Cavina (Captain T. H. Bull), from

Avonmouth, July 
Miss D. L. Baxter 
Mrs. M. Bentley 
Mr. E. P. Beresford 
Mr. G. A. Bourke 
Miss P. L. Bourke 
Mr. D. A. Calcraft 
Mrs. M. C. Cover 
Mr. W. E. Curtis
Mr. D. G. Dalley
Mr. & Mrs. T. Eckersley 
Mr. & Mrs. H. J. Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Fox 
Mr. S. C. Galloway 
Rev. & Mrs. J. R. Gray 
Hou. M. D. Guinness

Mr. & Mrs. D. Halman 
Mr. & Mrs. G. W. Harris 
Mr. H. W. Harris 
Miss M. S. Harris 
Miss P. L. Jones 
Mr. E. G. Jones 
Mr. E. A. Jones 
Mrs. H. Kingdon 
Mrs. E. L. Lindo 
Mr. R. C. Loinsworth 
Miss A. M. Maclusky 
Miss E. Maduro 
Mrs. M. Minchin 
Mr. J. W. Norris

Mr. R. H. Nunes 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Pitts 
Mrs. I. Prosser 
Dr. A. Ramirez 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Richards 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Smithson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. S. Snook 
Mr. R. E. Swaby 
Mrs. Thomas 
Mrs. M. K. Waller 
Dr. G. A. Walters 
Mrs. L. Weeks 
Miss J. M. Williams 
Mr. J< B. Williams

Tt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
’ members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

m inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
they would like Tub West India

Committee Circular and correspondence ¿«patched 
Mr. A. C. Barnes, G.M.G.
Major C. J. Bettencourt- 

Gomes, B.E.M.

Mr. J. Hamilton Maurice, B.A. 
Hou. T. Henry Mayers, K.C.

Mr. W. Breaks 
Commander C. S. Bushe 
Mr. L. A. Bushe 
Mr. H. C. Cahusac 
Miss Frances R. G. Cameron 
Mr. E. H. Clarke 
Hon. W. Harrison Courtenay, 

O.B.E.
Sir Errol dos Santos, C.B.E. 
Mr. T. O. Dowding 
Mr. G. M. Eccles 
Mr. A. G. Forbes 
Mrs. Elsie Gamble 
Mr. R. L. Getty, M.Sc. 
Hon. Garnet H. Gordon, C.D.L. 
Mr. H. S. Halsall 
Mr. W. H. A. Hanschell 
Mr. L. A. Hares 
Lieut.-Comm. C. H. Hayward, 

M.B.E.
Mr. D. Howard
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson
Mr. C. A. Jack
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, G.C.M.G.
Captain R. Landry

Hon. F. E. Morrish, 
M.I.Mech.E.

Lieut.-Col. E. F. Moulton- 
Barrett, O.B.E., M.C.

Mr. J. Nunes
Mr. Robert Nyack
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, K.C. 
Mr. H. J- Page, C.M.G., O.B.E. 
Major A. C. Paton 
Mr. J. Perry
Mr. Arthur Ridehalgh
Mr. Norman C. Robinson,

A.M.I.Mech.E.
Mr. C. G. O. Roe 
Miss Olive Rose 
Mr. N. F. Ross 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Prof. C. Y. Shephard, C.B.E. 
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Mr. Roy Wilson 
Lieut.-Col. F. Wood, M.B.E. 
H.E. Sir Charles Woolley, 

K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.
Mrs. G. M. Yard
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The Markets
Aiigust 10th, 1951

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices 
year ago are shown below :—

and those of a

Price
August 2nd, 1950

Dividend for Latest 
QuotationLatest 

24 
34

Year 
Consols ..........................................
War Loan

65
87

67
88

69
92

71
94

25 Angostura Bitters ... 63/9 66/3 77/6 82/6
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/74 38/14 35/- 37/6
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6

*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 47/6 50/- 30/- 32/6
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ••• 43/- 46/- 46/- 50/-

*9.', Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 34/44 36/104 28/- 30/-
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/- 23/9 26/3
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/- 1/6 1/6 1/9
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/- 2/6 3/— 2/74 3/14
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3

*74 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/3 5/3 4/6 5/6
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 ............................. 13/- 14/- 9/9 10/9
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 23/6 25/6 46/6 48/6f
— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 3/— — —
10 Royal Bank of Canada $10 205/- 225/- 180/- 200/—xd

*174 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 62/6 63/9 60/- 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 18/- 16/104 18/14
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 20/- 22/- 18/9 20/-

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 29/9 30/9 22/9 24/9
*16 J- Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/— 40/- 42/6 23/6 25/6

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5J% Pref. 22/- 23/— 21/9 22/9
7i Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/— 4/9 5/9 4/9 5/6
8Ï United British Oilfields 6/8 26/6 28/- 20/6 22/6
5 West Indies Sugar 21/3 23/9 21/6 23/6
6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

*Free of Income Tax. t£l shares.

Cocoa. The market continues very quiet and prices have 
declined during the month. Trinidad first marks are available 
at 275/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., and Grenada fine estates, nominally, 
at 270/-. Buyers are not interested at the moment. Fair 
quantities of these descriptions are available, ex wharf London, 
at 305/- and 300/- respectively.

Honey is a quieter market with buyers showing no interest 
at the moment. Fair average quality with no guarantee of 
colour continues to be quoted at 95/- per cwt., c.i.f. United 
Kingdom.

Pimento. The price now quoted by Jamaica is 200/- per 
cwt. f.o.b. Stocks in London are available at 2/- per lb., which is 
slightly less than the replacement price. Buyers are showing 
very little interest in either spot or forward shipment.

Ginger remains a quiet market with prices nominally un­
changed. The quotations for ex wharf London are: No. 3 
grade 495/-, No. 2 grade 505/- and No. 1 grade 515/-. Offers 
from Jamaica are negligible and it is reported that nearly all 
of the crop has been sold.

Nutmegs. Buyers in the United Kingdom are showing very 
little interest and the main Continental market, Germany, is still 
restricted in its imports. Defectives are quoted at 2/3| c.i.f. 
United Kingdom, sound unassorted 3/7 and 80’s at 4/-.

Mace. Whole blade is available at 9/- per lb. c.i.f. or 9/6 ex 
wharf London. No. 1 pickings are quoted at 8/- ex wharf 
London and No. 2 at 6/3. Lower grades are nominal.

Sugar. The Board of Trade Returns for June are as 
follows :—
Imports of Unrefined 
Union of South Africa ... 
Mauritius
Australia ...
Fiii

tons
Mont

1950

989

h of June 
1951

750 
300

Jan
1950

88,590
121,193

uary-J une
1951

19,896
116,942
127,955

British West Indies
British Guiana ... ................
Other Commonwealth Countries

41,246
4,173

48,887
5,218

205,913
45,768

147,388
46,954

ruoa
Hayti
Dominican Republic
Mexico
Peru
Other Foreign Countries

67,610

58,984

159,216

88,746

12,704

172,988

237,183

83

355,375

282,290

19,989
Total ................

Consumption
Refined ...
Unrefined... ...............

173,002 315,821

Month of May
7 2,836

229,043 219,289

871,718 1,116,789

January-May
13 6,212

923,327 926,898

Total ............... 229,050 222,125 923,340 933,110
Stocks (end of May) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 
Imported Unrefined

122,000

206,500

128,800
200

552,600

Total ................ 328,500 681,600

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for June are as follows :—

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ... 
Other Commonwealth Countries 
Foreign Countries

Month of June
1950 1951

90,207 17,070
205,922 173,005
272,829 277,922
109,249 63,545
300,995 268,852

13,450 6,304

January-J une
1950 1951

559,574 321,491
696,417 1,455,623

1,229,432 970,887
341,414 655,633

1,203,477 759,919
86,374 387,932

327 3,321

Total ... 992,652 806,698 4,117,015 4,554,806

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of May)

40,415 48,721
Month of May 

144,615 61,659
11,760,000 13,844,000 

Month of June

329,194 297,658
January-May

646,172 757,258

January-J une

Cocoa. The Board of 
lows •—
Imports ... ... ... cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial 

Africa ...
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Trade Returns foi

1950 1951
— 960

94,235 200,095
1 183,201

5,728 12,961
2,352 3,461

41,352 5,823
— 1,212

2 383

June are

1950
24,173

1,007,942
511,497
57,956
16,133

156,436
475,246

142

as fol-

1951
11,556

961,101
686,329

44,318
15,700

24,329 
7,092 
2,901

Total 143,670 408,096 2,249,525 1,753,326

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of May)

14,173 18,729
Month of May

456,032 179,628
25,000 567,000

38,883 33,899
January-Mav

2,050,089 786,270

New Measures for Rum ?

The committee appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade in October, 1948, to review all legislation 
concerning weights and measures, and to make recom­
mendations for bringing that legislation into line with 
present-day requirements, has recently published a 
unanimous report.*

One recommendation is that the present requirement 
whereby certain articles of food must be sold retail by 
weight should be extended to cover, amongst other 
commodities, nearly all alcoholic drinks.

“ This would mean, among other things,” states the 
Ministry of Food Bulletin of May 19th, “ that draught 
sales of wines and spirits would be required to be made 
by standard imperial measures only, as most sales of 
beer are now made ; and the committee proposes the 
legalization of certain additional imperial measures to 
give the trade a range of measures suitable for this 
purpose.”

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
July production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 277,997 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for the five weeks ended July 30th was 417,064 
barrels.

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
crude oil output for July was 251,791 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of July 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 521,464 barrels.

°f the Committee on Weights and Measures Legislation. 
(Chairman: Sir Edward Hodgson). H.M.S.O., 1951. Price 
3s. 6d.



TheWEST INDIA 
COMMITTEES 
CIRCULAR,

Vol. LXVI SEPTEMBER, 1951 No. 1245

Telephone :
Temple Bar 8922

Telegrams :
Carib, Estrand, London

40, Norfolk Street, 
London, W.C.2.

September, 1951.

Leading Article— 
Disaster in Jamaica

The I.L.O.
From a Londoner’s Notebook 
The Jamaica Hurricane 
Financial Help for Jamaica... 
Hurricane Relief in the U.K. 
Anglo-Cuban Trade Agree­

ment ... ... ..... ...
Trinidad Oil Industry 
Colonial Labour Conditions... 
British Guiana Copra 
British Caribbean Currency 
All About Bookers ...
Jamaica Bauxite ...................
New Puisne Judge for 

Trinidad

CONTENTS
PAGE

207
207
208
209
210
211

213
215
216
217
217
218
218

218

PAGE 
Franklin’s Year Book, 1951... 218 
Notes of West Indian Interest 219 
Rice Arbitration Board ... 219 
Empire Chambers of Commerce 220
Caribbean Soil Problems 
Trinidad Oil Industry 
Jamaica Pineapples 
Trinidad Beer...................  
Japanese Citrus

221
221
221
221
222.

Sugar-Cane in British Guiana 222
West Indian Cotton ... ... 222
The Homeward Mail ... 223
Colonial Appointments ... 225
West Indian Sugar Production 225
Company Reports and Meet­

ings ...................................................225
Sugar Bags in Mauritius ... 228

Disaster in Jamaica

The King sent the following message to Sir 
Hugh Foot, Governor of Jamaica : 44 The 
Queen and I are greatly distressed to hear of 
the disaster which has overtaken Jamaica, and 
send our deep sympathy to all in the island 
who have suffered from it.”

A VIVID impression of the terror of the night of 
August 17-18th, 1951, when woe unspeakable 
came to Jamaica, has been conveyed to the peoples 

of the outside world in ways which were impossible when 
a similar catastrophe occurred exactly one hundred years 
earlier. Human hearts have been stirred to sym- 
pathy more widely than ever before. The high place 
which the colonial peoples occupy in the affections ot 
Their Majesties the King and Queen found expression 
in the message which is reproduced above.

Following the prompt and generous provision by His 
Majesty’s Government of £250,000, the response to the 
Governor’s appeal for aid for the immediate relief ot the 
stricken has been both generous and heartening, leir 
Majesties and members of the Royal Family leading the 
way. The spontaneous reaction of Jamaica s neigh­
bours in the islands and America as well as of sym­
pathisers further afield will long be remembered with 
gratitude. In this country, into the offices of the W est 
India Committee, where Sir John Huggins has set up the 
headquarters of the United Kingdom Committeeto 
organize the work of the Jamaica Hurricane e ’
and into the banks, which have so readily c°-°P?r^e. ’ 
donations have flowed in in a steady stream.
scarcely a large British organization repr ti.p
London, including those of world-wide scope such as 
British Red Cross Society, the Women s Voluntary 
Services, the Salvation Army and the . Jo .
lance Brigade, which has not responded with aUcnty 
and vigour to the need. Generosity, however, ha; not 
been confined to large organizations and from tile
Most touching have been the cont?but10*^ 
poorest in the land, including many who themselves have 
no more than an old age pension, inadequate P 
what they themselves need for existence. f .

Much has been said and written in r^nt year^ 
obligations of the Mother Country o United
dependencies. The response of the peop e coionial
Kingdom to the Governor’s appeal mus in p 
peoples with new hope. The fact that the only two 
surviving former Governors of Jamaica A°throw them- 
being the other—were among the first t nr^aniz- 
selves with characteristic vigour into the tas g 

ing help in this country gives further assurance that 
Jamaica has firm friends in the Motherland—an assur­
ance underlined by the stimulating activities of the. 
present Governor and Lady Foot, whose example in 
dealing with the emergency has been beyond praise.

Nevertheless, behind the ready gifts, behind the. 
unstinted effort there remains everywhere a sad realiza­
tion of the limitations that confine those who most 
would help. The lives that are lost cannot be given back, 
and even the task of restoring to many that survive the 
simple every-day means of existence cannot be performed 
early or adequately enough to avoid great hardship. 
We can but offer our most profound sympathy and say 
that if there is any further way in which we, and countless 
others in this country, can help, the will to do so is here- 
For the rest, we have confidence in the traditional 
fortitude and comradeship of the Jamaican people.

[Since these words were written, news of the truly 
magnificent provision made by His Majesty’s Govern­
ment to finance an adequate programme of restoration 
has been conveyed in a statement a copy of which is set 
out elsewhere in this issue. The Jamaica Gleaner 
comments : “ The size and purposes of the assistance 
impel a feeling of gratitude in which emotion outstrips 
assessment.” No further comment is necessary. One 
aspect of the situation following the hurricane, however, 
requires emphasis—the need to cut across everything 
that stands in the way of providing the earliest possible 
passages by sea for those Jamaicans and others with 
urgent business in Jamaica who as a result of the 
cutting off of banana cargoes, find themselves stranded 

in this country.]

The I.L.O.

Precept v. Practice
The proceedings of the 34th session of the Inter- 
1 national Labour Conference held at Geneva in June 
of this year included consideration of a matter which is 
of more than academic interest to colonial 
yet up to the present has hardly been accorded the 
-i+tention it should command.

This matter is the low proportion of ratifications by 
states which are members of the International Labour 
Organization of the conventions and recommendations 

at the conferences, and the still lower proportion 
effect to such as may have been

discrepancy between promise and performance 
(Continued on page 210)
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Q^oteLOO^

The following notes have been supplied by a special 
correspondent, our regular contributor being on holiday. 
DOUBTS whether the King will be fit enough to 

undertake the arduous Commonwealth tour 
planned to start in four months’ time have 

intensified with the news that His Majesty has had to 
undergo an operation for resection of the lung, and world­
wide concern for a speedy restoration to health pre­
dominates over hopes that the tour will take place. 
Nevertheless present arrangements are going ahead 
normally. Work on fitting out the liner Gothic as a 
royal cruise ship has started in the Mersey. In the un­
happy event of the doctors finally advising the King 
not to undergo the strain of overseas travel, a sub­
stitute royal tour would almost certainly be arranged 
to avoid a second disappointment for Australia and New 
Zealand. In these and other countries on the royal 
route it is expected that, if the King and Queen were 
unable to go, Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of 
Edinburgh would make the tour instead.

* * *
This year’s aircraft display at Farnborough was 

brilliant and kindled new hope of a renaissance of 
British air power, at low ebb since the war. In an 
almost all-jet show honours went to Britain’s first two 
heavy bombers powered by pistonless engines and a new 
fighter believed to be the fastest in the world. The 
bombers were the Vickers Valiant, built to carry the 
atomic weapon, with neat, even elegant, lines, described 
as the most lethal weapon in the world, and the Short 
S.A.4, workmanlike though perhaps a little clumsy by 
comparison. Both bombers were as impressive in flight 
as on the ground. The new Hawker fighter left the 
Farnborough spectators gasping after it had streaked 
across the airfield at near the speed of sound. A 
mishap prevented the other newest fighter, the Super­
marine Swift, from taking part in the display. These 
two jets, made by the same two aircraft firms, may prove 
to be the “ Hurricane ” and “ Spitfire ” of the future. 
The need now is to deliver them to the R.A.F. squadrons 
with the least possible time lag, a task made more 
difficult for the industry by the shortage of skilled 
labour and the bottlenecks in supplies of key materials. 
Also at Farnborough was a B.O.A.C. Comet just com­
pleted for regular service on the trunk routes. Interior 
inspection showed that it sets high standards of comfort 
for air passengers travelling at 500 m.p.h. in the new 
jet age. * * *

Edinburgh, or at least the showpiece part of it centred 
on Princes Street, is possibly the most beautiful city in 
Britain. Moreover, it is a city with great traditions 
of culture, so it was fitting that the Scottish capital 
should have been cast for a specially important role in 
the Festival of Britain. I was there for the start of the 
Edinburgh Festival and witnessed the “ March of the 
Thousand Pipers,” planned as the opening spectacle. 
Unfortunately, the crowds far exceeded police estimates 
and the traffic arrangements broke down. Some of the 
pipers struggled through the crowd in ragged columns • 

others were shut out. But there was one historic 
episode to redeem the occasion from burlesque. In the 
pipers’ procession Macdonalds and Campbells proudly 
marched together, their standards flying side by side. 
This, I was informed, was the first time since the Glencoe 
massacre of the Macdonalds in 1692 that public acknow­
ledgement had been made of the healing of the ancient 
feud between the two clans. But I must acknowledge 
that a Campbell, to whom I referred the matter, denied 
such significance to the Edinburgh proceedings. “You 
will note,” he said, “ that the Duke of Argyll (head of 
the Campbells) would have nothing to do with the 
Edinburgh jamboree.”

* * *
In Edinburgh I also attended a day’s discussion on 

underdeveloped areas conducted by the British Associa­
tion. It was of first-rate interest to all engaged in 
agriculture in the West Indies. The prime motive of 
the meetings was to draw attention to the value of land­
use surveys and the need for more detailed information 
on the uses to which the land is being put as an essential 
preliminary to its development and improvement. But 
many other aspects of land development were mentioned 
by the speakers.

* ♦ *
The West Indies cricket team embark on their historic 

Test tour of Australia with the good wishes of every 
cricketer in this country. The big talking point is 
whether they will win the rubber this winter. Lord 
Jowitt, the Lord Chancellor, and a keen student of 
cricket, has recently been telling the Australians they 
will be up against a rattling good team. Here, expert 
opinion slightly favours the West Indians if their fine, 
free and happy cricketing temperaments prove adaptable 
to the grim, unsmiling atmosphere that often envelops 
an Australian Test series. Anyway, nothing could 
have been more encouraging than the bowling of Sonny 
Ramadhin against a strong England team at Hastings 
during the first week of September. Ramadhin, I hear, 
is the man the Australians fear most.

* * *
tt It aS a ser^ous challenge is in store for the 
United States at next year’s Olympics at Helsinki. 
Jamaica will presumably be fielding her star pair in 
Wmt and McKenley, and Trinidad’s McDonald Bailey 

as never been running better. Since their poor 
snowing at Wembley three years ago Britain’s athletes 
have come on fast and a very strong team for the track 
events seems assured for Helsinki. Most fancied of all 
as a potential world-beater is 22-year-old Roger 
Bannister, an Oxford medical student. He combines 

s^e as a miler with magnificent physique, 
ana there are some good judges who look to him as the 
hrst man in the world to run a mile in four minutes. 
Recently Bannister has trained off and is to have a good 
rest from running. Almost up to the Bannister class are 
several other young British athletes, and even in the 
held events, so often a gift for America, this country is 
stronger than for many years.
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The Jamaica Hurricane
♦

The following account of the hurricane which 
recently struck Jamaica has been supplied by our 
correspondent in Kingston,

H. P. JACOBS

A HURRICANE struck the south side of Jamaica 
on the night of August 17th almost exactly seven 
years after the hurricane of August 20th, 1944, 

struck the north side.
The number of lives lost is reported to date as 151, 

but can hardly fall short of 200. Damage may be as 
high as £20,000,000.

The small banana ports of 
Bowden and Port Morant 
were the first centres of 
population to be struck by 
the storm, which travelled 
west, almost destroying 
Morant Bay. Owing to the 
geography of the parish of 
St. Thomas, the storm did 
comparatively little damage 
in the valley of the Plantain 
Garden River, which runs 
east to west and contains 
Duckenfield sugar factory. 
In the river valleys running 
north to south it was a 
different story, and special 
damage was done in the 
Yallahs basin, in the west 
of the parish. Then the 
storm struck the Palisadoes, 
wrecking much of the air­
port and almost destroying 
Port Royal, where four lives 
were lost. Shipping in the 
harbour was badly mauled, 
five vessels of various sizes 
sinking and many others 
being damaged, while a 
number of lives were lost.

The storm struck hard at 
the Corporate Area, did 
immense damage in the lee 
of the Long Mountain, and 
demolished or damaged

Desolation

seriously perhaps one dwelling house in three in K.ingston 
and lower St. Andrew. Scarcely any building® ™ u 
damaged, though some of the large mo 
buildings were almost unaffected. Elec nc water 
cut off and is only gradually being res ore . , •
supply was also interrupted, though i t w as ^stored i 
most of the Corporate Area within 48 hours. Shops 
remained closed on the Saturday, and the ci y 
out bread, ice, telephone, light, public importation 
(until the afternoon), and running water. , h d
Service gave adequate warning, and most people had 
supplies of food, water, candles andoU.

External communications by road and rail were cut 

and only gradually restored, the block on the St. Thomas 
road being the last to be removed.

The Victoria Market pier was wrecked by a ship which 
was driven on to it, and a number of warehouses suffered 
considerable damage, with the result that goods in 
store were affected.

The storm travelled west, wrecking Spanish Town, 
where nearly 1,000 people
were left homeless, and doing 
considerable damage to the 
sugar factories around: 
Caymanas, Innswood and 
Bernard Lodge. Great 
damage was also done at 
May Pen, and a certain 
amount in Central Man­
chester.

It is not clear what 
happened to the storm after 
it struck the Manchester 
Plateau. The north side of 
the island was not directly 
affected, nor was the south­
west.

Damage by high winds 
(not by the hurricane itself) 
was considerable on the 
north side. In particular, 
practically every banana 
plant in St. Mary was blown 
down.

For the next few months 
the banana industry will 
have ceased to exist until 
new plantings on irrigated 
land will be bearing. Loss of 
coco-nut trees in St. Thomas 
appears to be about 50 
per cent, which is par­
ticularly serious as St. 
Thomas has for seven years, 
since the devastation of the

^rocaHoo^ are‘expected to be short for some
time, but imported foodstuffs in the island or expected 
shortly, are believed to be adequate. immense

Citrus has stood up comparatively well. Immen 
Citrus nas slu p r everywhere uprooted,
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oranges, except navel oranges, were not badly affected.
Sixty-two deaths have been reported, thus far, from 

St. Thomas. In the Corporate Area, including Port 
Royal and the shipping, at least 54 lives were lost. 
29 deaths are reported from St. Catherine, Clarendon 
and Manchester, and 6 on the north side.

Amongst the victims of the storm were Geoffrey 
Craven, English painter, and his wife and child at 
Port Royal.

Most pathetic little story of the storm is that of an 
eight-year-old boy at Alpha School who was hustled 
outside , a falling dormitory, went back to fetch 2d. 
he had left, and was killed.

A grant of £500,000 is to be made to assist banana 
plantings. This is supplementary to the insurance 
scheme, which compensates only on the basis of last 
year’s deliveries and makes no allowance, therefore, 
for recent plantings.

Financial Help for Jamaica

II.M. Government to Provide £4,600,000
Problems of repairing the damage done in Jamaica 

by the hurricane have been discussed in London 
with the Financial Secretary, Jamaica, Mr. R. C. 
Newton. His Majesty’s Government have agreed, 
subject to Parliamentary approval, to provide financial 
assistance to the Government of Jamaica up to a 
maximum of £4,600,000 towards the cost of repairs, 
rehousing and the restoration of agricultural pro­
duction. Of this sum, £3,100,000 will be available as a 
grant and £1,500,000 as an interest-free loan. (The 
amount is additional to the grant of £250,000 for 
immediate relief purposes which was announced a few 
days after the hurricane.)

The money will be applied, subject to the approval 
by His Majesty’s Government of detailed schemes, to 
carrying out proposals drawn up by the Government of 
Jamaica, who have proceeded on the basis that the 
problem of reconstruction is essentially one of restoring 
the productive capacity of the island and not merely 
one of relief. The Government of Jamaica have 
already announced that £500,000 will be made available 
towards the restoration of the banana industry, and it 
is intended to use a further £1,000,000 towards restoring 
agricultural production, particularly of local food crops. 
His Majesty s Government are to finance these proposals 
by means of a grant of £1,000,000 and a loan of £500,000. 
Towards the cost of rehousing families whose homes 
have been destroyed the proposals provide for a grant 
of £1,600,000 and a loan of £1,000,000. A grant of 
£500,000 is proposed towards the cost of restoring 
Government buildings, roads and bridges; from this 
grant it will be necessary also to provide for the cost 
of repairing hurricane damage of the order of £80 000 
at the University College of the West Indies.

The estimates used in drawing up these reconstruction 
proposals have necessarily been approximate, and it is 
realised that, as more accurate and detailed figures 
become available, the Government of Jamaica may 
need to propose some alterations in the ways in which 
the money is to be applied.

The Government of Jamaica have sent the following 

message to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Mr. James Griffiths :—

“ We gratefully accept this most generous assistance 
towards the task of reconstruction and revival. We 
are sure we speak for everyone in Jamaica when we 
say that we shall never forget how readily and how 
generously His Majesty’s Government came to our 
aid.”

The I.L.O.
{Continued from page 207)

becomes more marked as the years go by. During the 
first decade of existence of I.L.O. the conventions 
adopted dealt largely with basic living conditions 
amenable to regulation, but since these were covered 
the organization has dealt with more complex matters 
on which the practice varies considerably from one 
country to another. Thus it comes about that, whereas 
the 30 conventions adopted between 1919 and 1930 
have received on an average 24 ratifications, the 27 
conventions adopted from 1937 to 1947, which have 
been open to ratification during the past four to fourteen 
years, have received an average of fewer than four 
ratifications per convention, or fewer than two ratifica­
tions per country.

Under Article 19 of the organization’s constitution 
States Members are under obligation to inform I.L.O. 
within the period of one year of the measures taken to 
bring before the competent national authorities the con­
ventions and recommendations adopted by the con­
ference in 1949. Of the 60 states who were members 
in 1949 only 37 had reported, and of these only 17 had 
submitted all the conventions and recommendations 
to the competent authorities.

It is thus apparent that an increasing number of 
conventions and recommendations are being adopted, 
which many countries are reluctant to put into practice. 
Recommendations do in fact appear to have been 
adopted which are wholly inappropriate to the con­
ditions under which agriculture is carried on in the less 
developed countries and in non-metropolitan territories.

Metropolitan countries which ratify conventions are 
not obliged to apply them to their dependent territories, 
but there is always a tendency to pass on to colonies 
principles enunciated in such conventions, and to 
encourage the introduction of legislation which may not 
only be unsuited to colonial needs, but may disturb the 
orderly development of commerce and industry in the 
colonial territories.

These are matters of which colonial producers may 
well take cognizance.

Members of the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable condidates for election.

The subscription for Membership of the West India 
Committee, which is payable on election, is £1 10s. per 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. for firms, etc. In 
the case of individuals elected on or after July 1st in 
any year, the initial subscription is 15s. and in that 
o films £2 12s. Gd, Subscriptions are renewable on 
January 1st.
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Hurricane Relief in the U.K.
♦

Committee Collect Over £92,000 for Jamaica

SHORTLY after news had reached London regarding 
the serious situation facing Jamaica as a result 
of the hurricane, the West India Committee sent the 

following telegram to Sir Hugh Foot, Governor of 
Jamaica.

The chairman and executive of the West India Committee 
in expressing their deep sympathy with the people of Jamaica 
in their distress following the disastrous hurricane desire to 
place the services of the committee unreservedly at your 
Excellency’s disposal.

The Governor replied as follows :—
Jamaica greatly appreciates your message of sympathy. 

I know that the Committee will do everything possible to 
stimulate maximum response to Governor’s Hurricane Relief 
Fund appeal.

During the next few days the staff of the Committee 
worked long hours at high pressure in dealing with some 
hundreds of personal and telephone inquiries from those 
with relations, friends or property in the colony. The 
Colonial Office supplied the Committee with the names, 
as they became available, of those who had lost their 
lives in the hurricane, and when this became known there 
was a still greater number of inquiries.

On the night of August 22nd, Mr. James Griffiths, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, announced in a 
B.B.C. broadcast that the Governor of Jamaica had 
opened a fund to provide urgent relief and that His 
Majesty’s Government were making to it an immediate 
contribution of ¿250,000. Mr. Griffiths appealed to the 
general public to support the fund and to send their 
contributions to any branch of Barclays Bank, Barclays 
Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) or the London 
offices of the Royal Bank of Canada, the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce, or the Bank of Nova Scotia.

A few days later it was announced that at the in­
vitation of the Governor of Jamaica, with the support 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Sir John 
Huggins, a former Governor of Jamaica, had been 
invited to form a committee to stimulate the collection 
of donations and to co-ordinate efforts in this country 
on behalf of the fund.

The Jamaica Hurricane Relief Fund, with its head­
quarters at the offices of the West India Committee, 
was formed with the following as members, and the tirst 
meeting was held on August 31st :

Sir lohn Huggins, G.C.M.G., M.C. (chairman) ; Sir George 
Wilkinson, Bt., a former Lord Mayor of London (deputy chair­
man) ; Mr. A. E. V. Barton, C.B.E., Secretary, The West India 
Committee; Mr. J. B. Braithwaite, Chairman, The Stock 
Exchange- Mr L M. Campbell, Chairman, The West India 
Committee ; Nir. Noel Coward; Mr. D H. A. Cruickshank 
Assistant Manager, Canadian Bank of Commerce Bn^adier
T. D. Daly, C.B.E., representing the Order of St. John a d 
St. John Ambulance Brigade; Mr. A. T. u y, Dunbar 
Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) ; Mrs. G. H. Dunb 
Head of the Empire and Foreign Department Women s Vol 
untary Services; Mr. R. P. Elliott, Assistant Managen The 
Royal Bank ol Canada ; Mr. E. B. Ferguson Chairmaix Brita^ 
Insurance Association ; Lady Huggins , r. J. ■ ;
Bank of Nova Scotia ; Sir Alexander B. King, C.B.E., D L-. J ■ ■ ; 
The Kt. Hon. Lord Lyle of Westbourne; Mr. R. Lightbourne, 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Liewellin, President, The Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire ; The Rt. Hen. 
Lord Milverton, G.C.M.G. ; Mr. Dudley Thompson, President, 
West Indian Students Union ; Mr. Alan Walker, Deputy- 
Chairman, The West India Committee ; Sir Pelham Warner, 
M.B.E. ; Mr. Arthur Wint; Miss Joan Whittington, M.B.E., 
Overseas Director of the work of The British Red Cross Society.

Miss Jean Newman agreed to undertake the arduous 
task of hon. secretary to the fund. Her services were 
made available through the courtesy of Mr. Alan 
Walker, deputy chairman of the West India Committee, 
and managing director of the West Indies Sugar Co. 
Ltd., and of Caroni, Ltd. The chairman and members 
of the committee of the fund have expressed their 
gratitude to Mr. Walker for his generous action.

Shortly after Mr. Griffith’s appeal—which was widely 
quoted by the Press—cheques and postal orders began to 
reach the banks concerned, and soon the trickle became 
a flood. Contributions then began to reach the West 
India Committee, and it was decided to announce 
that the Committee, in addition to the banks, would be 
glad to receive contributions on behalf of the fund.

Several thousands of remittances have been received 
and the accounting and clerical work involved has 
placed considerable strain on a small staff. Unaided, 
the work entailed would have been beyond its capacity, 
but fortunately several voluntary helpers placed their 
services at the disposal of the fund, and there has been 
the minimum of delay in handling the large daily 
correspondence. Special thanks are due to Mrs. C. V. 
Kerpen, Mrs. J. Mordecai, Mr. W. B. Campbell, Mrs. Roy 
Rocke, and to Mr. W. Astles, of Union Oxide & Chemical 
Co. Ltd., for the “ loan ” of Miss M. Ellison and other 
members of his staff who have worked on a rota system, 
and to Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd., who have 
similarly loaned Mr. T. Cloade and Miss E. Davis. In 
particular the Committee is deeply indebted to Major K 
Flanagan for supplying free of all charge great quantities 
of stationery, appeal letters and other printed matter 
and for his indefatigable personal assistance. Many 
thousands of circular letters appealing for contributions 
have been dispatched from 40, Norfolk Street, and the 
clerical work in this department was undertaken by 
members of the West Indian Students Union, nurses, 
artistes and others. The accompanying photograph was 
taken while this work was in progress. At the top table 
Miss Louise Bennett (left) is seen seated next to Mr. 
Herb McKenley.

In addition to monetary gifts a large number of 
parcels containing clothing have been received at the 
West India Committee. The bulk of the work m con 
nection with parcels, however, has fallen on the British 
Red Cross Society, the Order of St John of Jerusalem, 
the Women's Voluntary Services andThe SalvationArmy. 
The committee of the fund are grateful to Fyffes Line, 
Royal Mail Line, Harrison Line and Silvertown Services, 
Ltd., for their generous co-operation m dealing with 
parcels and other freight.
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At the time of going to press it is announced that the 
fund in the United Kingdom now exceeds £92,000.

Concerts, dances and sporting events are being held 
in aid of the fund, and we hope to refer to these in next 
issue.

Help from All Quarters
The Government of Northern Rhodesia has made a 

contribution of £10,000 to the Jamaica Hurricane Relief 
Fund. This sum has been received by the United 
Kingdom committee of the fund. The Government of 
Zanzibar has sent a donation of £100.

* * *
The Mayor of Freetown, Dr. Taylor Cummings, 

opened a Sierra Leone fund for Jamaica with a personal 
subscription of £25. A message of support from the 
Acting Governor, Mr. A. R. Macdonald, says that the 
Government of Sierra Leone will make pound for pound 
contributions to the fund up to a maximum of £500 
from private subscriptions.

* * *
The Gold Coast Legislative Assembly on August 29th 

voted £2,500 to the fund.
The Assembly passed a resolution on behalf of the 

people of the Gold Coast “ conveying to the people of 
Jamaica an expression of profound sympathy on the loss 
of life, distress and damage caused in the island of 
Jamaica by the recent hurricane.”

* * *
. Admiralty, on August 29th, announced : “ H M S 

Apollo (Commander F. W. Larken, R.N.), a mine-layer 
and one of the fastest of H.M. ships afloat, after embark- 
mg 1,500 tents and other stores, will leave Portsmouth 
on September 4th for Jamaica, where she will arrive on 

September 13th, after having called at Bermuda to 
refuel.” The tents, which are of the tropical “ V ” 
type (160 lb. with double flap) have been loaned by the 
War Office to the Government of Jamaica at the urgent 
request of the Colonial Office. Each of the tents is 
capable of accommodating a maximum of 12 people.

Thanks from Jamaica
The Times, of September 25th, publishes the following 

message, dated the 24th, from its correspondent in 
Kingston :—

“Expressions of gratitude for aid from the United 
Kingdom Government towards recovery from the 
Jamaican hurricane were made in the Legislative 
Council on the 21st, when it was hoped that the Govern­
ment of Jamaica would bear in mind the emphasis on the 
word restoration rather than on the word relief. Acknow­
ledging the thanks, the acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. 
John O’Regan, said that without the fine contribution 
from the British Government Jamaica might well have 
been unable to tackle the problem of restoration.

The House of Representatives has not met since 
the British assistance was announced, but Mr. Busta­
mante told the press : ‘ It is most generous help. It is 
a wonderful gift at a time when Jamaica needs such great 
help and when it is necessary to cement the loyalty of 
the British Caribbean area to the British.’

“ Mr. Nonnan Manley, the Opposition leader, told the 
press that ‘ without qualification the English gift of 
assistance is magnificent. I do not recall that so much 
has ever been done for us and so quickly before.’ ”

A busy scene in the H“ne Relief Fund.
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Anglo-Cuban Trade Agreement 
------- 4-------

Completion Announced by Sir Hartley Shawcross

ON August 10th Sir Hartley Shawcross, President 
of the Board of Trade, held a Press Conference in 
London and announced the completion of the 

Anglo-Cuban trade agreement to which reference was 
made in the leading article in the August issue of the 
Circular.

The following is his statement :—
A Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom and 

Cuba has just been signed. A White Paper containing 
the text is being published.

2. I should like to say at once that these negotiations 
have been the subject of considerable misconception. 
The Agreement was reported months ago as having 
already been concluded and behind the backs of the 
Commonwealth interests concerned. In fact, once a 
basis of discussion was established, the Commonwealth 
interests were fully informed. Indeed, before any 
final conclusion was reached a special journey was made 
to British West Indies in May by the Secretary for 
Overseas Trade in order that His Majesty’s Govern­
ment should receive at first hand the views of the 
British West Indian sugar and tobacco interests con­
cerned. Immediately on his return he saw the London 
representatives of all the Commonwealth sugar producers.

3. The Agreement provides as follows :—
(a) Cuba will reduce her import duties on specified 

United Kingdom goods to the preferential rate 
levied on United States goods. The preference 
enjoyed by the latter therefore disappears, except 
in respect of a small surcharge on some goods 
which works out over all at about 2 per cent ad 
valorem ;

(b) the United Kingdom will buy not less than 1| 
million tons of Cuban sugar, at the world market 
price, over the three years 1951, 1952 and 1953, 
at an annual rate of 500,000 tons, with the right 
to reduce this rate by 100,000 tons in any one of 
the three years ;

(c) as from March 31st, 1952, the United Kingdom 
will license the import of Havana cigars to the 
value of $500,000 in each of the calendar years 
1952 and 1953 ;

(d) the Agreement will remain in force until December 
31st, 1953. , . , x

4. I must lay particular stress on this last point. 
This agreement terminates at the end of 1953. The 
United Kingdom remains fully committed to the 
Commonwealth Sugar Agreement and will do nothing 
to vitiate its effectiveness or prejudice the interests ot 
Commonwealth sugar producers. In view of this His 
Majesty’s Government have no intention of pending 
the undertakings to Cuba on sugar beyond the endoi 1953.

5. The advantage which the United Kingdom gets 
from this agreement is twofold. The Cuban import 
duties on the specified goods are being reduced and the 
margin of preference enjoyed by the U.S.A, practically 
disappears. This elimination of preference is, I suggest, 
of the greatest significance to United Kingdom exporters. 
On most of the goods in question the duty on United 

Kingdom goods has been almost twice that on United 
States goods. The list of goods, which will be found in 
the White Paper, is a very long one ; about 80 separate 
items including earthenware, tools, cutlery, instruments, 
colours and dyes, chemicals, wireless and television 
apparatus, industrial and office machinery, motor cars 
and motor cycles and toys. Our 1948 exports of these 
goods to Cuba amounted to about $2,500,000 ; the 
United States’ trade in them was about $85,000,000. 
The effect of the agreement, therefore, is to give us the 
opportunity of competing on equal terms, so far as import 
duties proper are concerned, with the United States 
for $85,000,000 of trade. Cuba, which is one of the 
Caribbean dollar account countries, should be an 
important export market. Here, therefore, is an 
opportunity of substantially increasing our dollar­
earning exports.

6. In return for this important benefit, we grant 
certain advantages to Cuba. First there is the under­
taking that the United Kingdom will buy Cuban sugar 
up to the end of 1953, at an annual rate of not less than 
500,000 tons, but shall have the right to reduce this 
figure by 100,000 tons in any one of these three years. 
In 1951 we have already bought over 800,000 tons and 
we expect to need at least 500,000 tons in 1952. It 
has been made quite clear during the negotiations that 
the United Kingdom has not committed itself to buy 
more than 400,000 tons in 1953.

7. His Majesty’s Government have negotiated 
Agreements with Commonweath sugar producers which 
will assure them of a stable market and a fair return 
for the greater part of their exports until the end of 
1958. We have undertaken to find a market for their 
whole exportable surplus up to the end of 1952. The 
producers are planning to increase their total exports 
from the current level of about 1,700,000 tons to a 
maximum of 2,375,000 tons and we have already 
promised to find a market for more than three-quarters 
of this maximum from 1953 onwards, though, un­
fortunately, it seems certain that they will not be able 
to reach their maxima by that time. I am now able 
to announce formally that, for the express purpose of 
safeguarding the interests of Commonwealth sugar 
producers throughout the whole period of the Trade 
Agreement with Cuba, His Majesty’s Government are 
willing to undertake to find a market till the end of 
1953 for their whole exportable surplus up to the limit 
of 2,375,000 tons laid down in the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement. They are ready to discuss forthwith with 
representatives of the producers the best method of 
giving effect to this undertaking. Most of the sugar 
which we purchase throughout the period of the Common­
wealth Agreement will be bought at a negotiated price 
wholly divorced from fluctuations in the world market, 
and the remainder will get the benefit of the tariff 
preference. The negotiated price, which will be reviewed 
annually, will take into account any variations in the 
cost of labour and materials used m sugar production 
which may have taken place since the previous annual
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negotiations, so as to assure reasonable remuneration 
to efficient producers. At present, the negotiated price 
is below the world price but in future it may, of course, 
be above it.

8. I should like also to refer to cigars. The import 
of Cuban cigars into this country was completely banned 
under the exigencies of the war. That complete ban 
cannot be maintained for ever. His Majesty’s Govern­
ment have consistently worked for the removal, to the 
extent that balance of payments considerations permit, 
of all quantitative restrictions on the free interchange of 
goods. We accordingly supported the inclusion in the 
G.A.T.T. of a commitment directed to this end. Naturally 
we as well as other paities to the G.A.T.T. must pay 
regard to this commitment. There are limits to what 
we can do in present circumstances, especially as regards 
restrictions on imports from dollar sources of which 
Cuba is, of course, one, but we feel that the case of 
Cuban cigars merits special consideration in the spirit 
of the principle which is. embodied in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade that countries should, 
so far as they can afford it, allow small imports of 
categories of goods, which would otherwise be totally 
prohibited, in order to avoid serious damage to good­
will and channels of trade. The Jamaican and United 
Kingdom cigar industries cannot rely, for ever, upon a 
complete ban on imports from Cuba. Naturally the 
Jamaican industry has taken full advantage of the 
position, as it was only right and sensible that they 
should, and have built up a substantial trade with this 
country, but I am sure that they realized that the day 
must come when Cuban cigars would again be admitted 
to the United Kingdom market. His Majesty’s Govern­
ment decided, therefore, that it was right to go some 
way towards meeting the Cuban request in this matter. 
We asked, however, that there should be a period of 
transition. Imports of Cuban cigars will not be allowed 
until March 31st next year, and when they start they 
will be limited to $500,000 a calendar year.

9. I have always regarded it as of the highest possible 
importance to promote trade between the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies and other Commonwealth 
countries by all available means and we should spare 
no effort to this end. On the other hand, the Common­
wealth is not wholly self supporting. I am satisfied 
that having regard to our urgent need to increase our 
exports to dollar areas, to our general economic policy 
and to our international commitments, this agreement 
is to the advantage of the Commonwealth as a whole. 
Otherwise I should not have concurred in its conclusion.

Afterwards, the following statement by Common­
wealth Sugar Producers was issued through the Ministry 
of Food to those attending the Press Conference

Commonwealth sugar producers representing Australia, 
South Africa, British West Indies and British Guiana, 
Mauritius, Fiji, and East Africa met officials of the 
Ministry of Food, the Colonial Office and the Common­
wealth Relations Office at the Ministry of Food yesterday 
morning. They were shown a draft of the statement 
made this afternoon by the President of the Board of 
Trade on the conclusion of the Cuban Trade Negotia­
tions. °
,, T^ei considered views of producers are embodied in 
the following unanimous statement which was made at 
the meeting :—

“ We have considered the proposed statement by the 
President of the Board of Trade and take the view 
that we are not called upon to criticize or raise any 
specific points regarding an announcement already 
agreed upon by His Majesty’s Government. What 
naturally concerns us are the implications of the decision 
embodied in this announcement despite all the repre­
sentations which have been made against such a decision 
by Commonwealth Governments, producers and their 
representatives.

“ In the coming months, and after full discussion with 
those whom we represent, we shall be meeting repre­
sentatives of the Ministry of Food to agree the final 
text of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. At this 
stage we simply want to make it clear that in the 
discussions leading to its conclusion we cannot regard 
references in this statement to the terms of the Common­
wealth Sugar Agreement as necessarily operative or 
binding on us in any way.”

The following is the text of the Agreement, which 
has since been published as a White Paper [H.M.S.O., 
Cmd. 8340, 6d. net.] :—

Trade Agreement between the Government of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the Government of the Republic of Cuba. 
London, August 10th, 1951.

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to as 
“the United Kingdom Government”) and the Govern­
ment of the Republic of Cuba (hereinafter referred to as 
“ the Cuban Government ”),

Desiring to promote and facilitate trade between 
their respective countries,

Have agreed as follows :—
Article 1

The Cuban Government undertake that the rates of 
import customs duties levied on the goods grown, pro­
duced or manufactured in the United Kingdom and 
specified in the Schedule to the present Agreement 
when imported into Cuba shall not be higher than the 
rates set out in the aforesaid Schedule, and shall in any 
event not be higher than the rates levied on like goods 
grown, produced or manufactured in the United States 
of America when imported into Cuba.

Article 2
The Cuban Government undertake that the rates of 

any taxes or charges (other than import customs duties) 
imposed on or in connexion with importation into Cuba 
on the goods grown, produced or manufactured in the 
United Kmgdom and specified in the Schedule to the 
present Agreement shall not be higher than the rates 
levied on such goods at the date of signature of this 
Agreement.

Article 3
United Kingdom Government undertake that 

their total purchase from Cuba of raw sugar, through 
the normal trade channels, for shipment in the period 
from January 1st, 1951, to December 31st, 1953, shall 
amount to not less than one-and-a-half million long tons, 
provided that such sugar is available on the world 
'rk -f°r Purc^ase under normal trade conditions. 
Ihe United Kingdom Government will make the afore­
mentioned total purchase at an annual rate of 500,000
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long tons but shall have the right to reduce this rate by 
100,000 long tons in any one of the three years.

Article 4
The United Kingdom Government undertake that 

as from March 31st, 1952, they will license the importa­
tion into the United Kingdom of cigars manufactured 
in Cuba to the value of U.S.A.$500,000 in each of the 
calendar years 1952 and 1953.

Article 5
The present Agreement shall be without prejudice 

to the rights and obligations of either Contracting 
Government under the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade* and the Commercial Agreement concluded 
between them at Havana on February 19th, 1937. J

Article 6
Either Contracting Government may terminate the 

present Agreement at three months’ notice if the other 
Contracting Government have failed to fulfil their 
obligations under this Agreement.

Article 7
The present Agreement shall enter into force 30 days 

after the date of signature, and shall remain in force 
until December 31st, 1953, unless terminated before 
that date in accordance with Article 6.

Reaction to the Agreement on the part of those 
concerned with Commonwealth and Empire production 
lias confirmed the justice of the comment made in the 
leading article in the Circular already referred to. A 
typical example is provided by the following letter m 
The Times of August 21st from Lord Balfour of IncJrye^ 
chairman of the Empire Industries Association and the 
British Empire League :— ,

The Government have recently concluded a trade 
agreement with Cuba. Presumably their purpose is to 
enlarge international multilateral trade m genera an 
Britain’s share in particular.

Whether the second purpose is likely to be achieved 
is open to grave doubt, but in any case those w o 
support this pact must accept certain mcontroyertiole 
facts. ... In this case the argument that outstanding 
commercial advantages justify the agreement does not 
bear examination. The Empire sugar m us ry 
dealt a blow, and of this there is no dispute. On the 
other side of the account, Cuba, in return for concession 
into our markets, will reduce substantially her tan s 
on a wide range of manufactured imports from the 
United Kingdom. But thanks to the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, these concessions must be made 
not to Britain alone but also to more, than 30 other 
countries, none of which has had to conce e 
have, and most of which can compete wxtn Britain 
for such Cuban trade as may be offering. This is an 
example of the working of the most favoured naB° 
clause We sacrifice Empire interests. We present 
most foreign countries, including Western Germany 
with an unasked for, unexpected, and unearned position 
of equal competitive opportunity with Brita n 1 y 
give nothing. They receive all we might ever expect 
to gain. His hardto understand how our Government 
can declare their belief in Empire, trade yet inflict this 
sort of wound on Empire traders; .

* Cmd. 7258.t “Treaty Series No. 67 (1938),” Cmà 5867.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Importance to the Colony 
p eaders of the Circular will remember the emphasis 
“ laid on the importance of the Trinidad oil industry 
in a leading article in the June issue. The Canada— 
West Indies Magazine stresses this point in an article 
in the August issue which is the first of a projected 
series of contributions dealing with the industries of 
Trinidad.

Much of the information is naturally similar to what 
has already appeared in the Circular, but the writer 
makes a particular point of the fillip given to the tourist 
trade of the island by the attraction of ocean vessels for 
bunkering purposes and of many civil air lines by reason 
of the ready availability of aviation fuel.

The employees of the oil industry receive the highest 
rates of pay in their class of trade in the island, and in 
1950 the sum of $18,000,000 was paid out to them. A 
large percentage of the companies requirements is 
purchased through local merchants, and altogether the 
oil industry spends annually in Trinidad as much as 
$50,000,000. , 1

Labour relations between employers and employees 
have been excellent for over twelve years. The welfare 
of oilfield workers has high priority in the industry s 
activities; not content with good housing, modern 
hospitals and dispensaries, sports grounds, clubs and 
churches, the companies contribute generously to the 
building and operation of schools and the foundation 
of scholarships for Trinidad boys. A flourishmg;trade 
apprentice scheme, “ recognized, as the finest m the 
Caribbean,” has now been working for several years , 
more than 300 apprentices are learning to be skilled 
artisans and old employees now see their sons stepping, 
fully qualified, into good jobs. . .

The difficulties of economic oil production m 1 nnidad, 
to which reference was made in the leading article in 
the Circular, are thus summed up in the contribution 
under review : “ The difficulties of finding oil m Trinidad 
are written in the history of the 157 oil companies that 
have been registered : only 12 of these remain active 
and only 5 pay dividends.

Jamaica Farmers’ Federation

As reported on page 203 of the August issue of the 
Circular the Central Committee of Primary Producers 
in Jamaica proposed to adopt the name of the Farmers 
Federation ” and to accept a new constitution and rules.

At a meeting of the Council held in Kingston on 
August 4th these changes were duly ratified and a 
corBtitution which includes the formation of Parish 
Federations was accepted. chairman

The president is Mr. Rudolph Burke, the
Mr R L M Kirkwood, the vice-chairmen Mr. G. G. R. 
Sharp andL Mr H. E. Pengelley, and the secretary 
Mr D I Verity 52, King Street, Kingston, Jamaica. 
M The Central^Committ^ of Primary Producer,i was 

originally constituted in 1948, and an accou 
formation and activities appeared on page 10 of 
January, 1949, issue of the Circular.
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Colonial Labour Conditions

Supervision and Legislation

IN 1943 a white paper* was published (Colonial 
No. 185) which gave an account of progress made to 
that date in putting into effect recommendations 

made in a circular despatch of 1937 by the then Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, Mr. Ormsby Gore (later Lord 
Harlech), on means of providing improved social services 
for workers in the colonies.

The progress had taken two main forms : {a) the 
appointment of special whole-time staffs as separate 
labour departments or of labour or industrial advisers ; 
(b) the enactment of legislation.

Another white paperf has now appeared which sets 
out what has since been done during the period 1944 
to 1950.

As regards legislation, the United Kingdom govern­
ment, as a member of the International Labour Organiza­
tion, has undertaken that any convention which it 
ratifies shall be applied to the non-metropolitan territories 
for whose international relations it is responsible, 
“ subject to such modifications as may be necessary 
to adapt the convention to local conditions except 
where the subject matter of the convention is within 
the self-governing powers of the territory or the con­
vention is inapplicable owing to the local conditions.” 
Half the space of the report is devoted to an appendix 
giving notes on legislation which has been enacted in 
colonial territories giving full or partial effect, in those 
territories, to the provisions of the conventions.

In discussing the application of these conventions 
the report makes the important statement that ic It is 
considered that the five conventions of 1947 and the four 
pre-war conventions on forced labour, recruiting, contracts 
and penal sanctions together constitute a very desirable 
labour code and their adoption should go far to ensuring 
improved conditions for the people of the colonies.”

These nine conventions are as follows : No. 29__ 
Forced Labour ; No. 50—Recruiting ; No. 64—Con­
tracts of Employment; No. 65—Penal Sanctions; 
No. 82—Social Policy in Non-Metropolitan Territories ; 
No. 83—Application of International Labour Standards 
to Non-Metropolitan Territories ; No. 84—The Right of 
Association and the Settlement of Labour Disputes in 
Non-Metropolitan Territories ; No. 85—Labour In­
spectorates in Non-Metropolitan Territories • and No 
86—Maximum Length of Contracts of Employment of 
Indigenous Workers.

The five 1947 conventions (Nos. 82 to 86) were ratified 
tbe United Kingdom government 

which so far is the only member of the I.L.O. to do soi 
[Ihe non-ratification of I.L.O. conventions by member 
governments is the subject of a note on page 207.]

“ Legislation, however,” states the report, “ is useless 
without adequate inspection services and it is natural 
to ask what has been done to provide these services.”

ab but the very small dependencies (among which
♦See Circular, August, 1943, page^5œ
^LabourAdministration in the Colonial Territories 1944-19 so 

Colomal No. 275, 1951. H.M.S.O., London. S Is net 

Bermuda is listed) there are now very active labour 
departments, staffed by nearly 400 officers of whom 
about 180 are indigenous and recruited locally. The 
Labour Commissioners are of three types : men who 
when carrying out the duties of a District Officer dis­
played a natural bent for labour relations and were 
transferred to the labour department; men who have 
learned labour administration in the Ministry of Labour 
of the United Kingdom ; and men recruited from the 
trade union movement in the United Kingdom. The 
employment of trade unionists as Labour Officers was 
started as an experiment in 1942, when six men were 
appointed, of whom one was posted to Trinidad and one 
to British Guiana. There are now trade unionist 
labour officers in sixteen colonial territories. Two 
courses for colonial labour officers, arranged with the 
co-operation of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, are held annually in the United Kingdom. 
Each course is of three months’ duration, and the studies 
are concerned with industrial relations including con­
ciliation and arbitration, trade unions, joint industrial 
and wages councils, factory inspection, employment 
exchange service and vocational training.

At the Colonial Office there is a Principal Labour 
Adviser with two assistants, one of whom is a woman, 
and the Secretary of State for the Colonies looks to 
them and to his Colonial Labour Advisory Committee 
for advice on matters of labour policy, and to the Social 
Service Department of the Colonial Office for seeing that 
the policy is carried out.

Regional conferences of labour officers have become a 
regular feature in the post-war years, and there have been 
three such meetings of officers of the West Indian 
territories in the period under review. Whenever 
possible, the tours of the Secretary of State’s advisers 
to territories overseas are arranged to fit in with the 
dates of these conferences.

In recent years the training of trade unionists and the 
development of leadership have been particularly 
emphasized. An appendix to the report gives figures 
showing the extent to which workers and employers 
m the colonies are organized.

There is no uniform system of wage fixing machinery 
m the colonies. In certain cases, e.g., the Trinidad oil 
industry, collective bargaining is possible. In other 
territories negotiations take place on the basis of Joint 
ndustnal Councils. A few colonies have statutory 

Wages Councils. Others have Labour Advisory Boards 
wnich act as minimum wages boards when requested 
to do so by the Governor. In yet others minimum 
wage rates may be fixed ad hoc by the Governor. The 
^olomal Office policy is to encourage both employers 

to settle their differences by voluntary 
raJ?er tban by flying on the operation of 

wH+h- OIZmachinery. Most colonial governments have 
within „the past four years established a “ fair wages 

°r lnc^lon ln government contracts, and have 
passed or are about to introduce legislation to meet
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the need for conciliation machinery in industrial disputes.
During the period under review various missions of 

inquiry have visited colonial territories. These include 
the Soulbury and Venn Commissions/which reported on 
conditions in the sugar industry in Trinidad and the 
Leeward Islands, and British Guiana, respectively, in 
1949.

The development of labour exchanges has been in 
progress, and such were established in British Guiana 
and Trinidad by legislation, and in British Honduras 
and Jamaica by administrative action.

There was considerable progress in trade training and 
technical education, and in the West Indian territories, 
by the end of 1950, several hundreds of men had been 
trained by governments as mechanical engineers, 
blacksmiths and carpenters. Apprenticeship schemes 
included those inaugurated by local industries such as 
the oil and sugar industries in Trinidad and the mining 
and sugar industries in British Guiana. In 1948 the 
attention of colonial governments was drawn to a 
scheme known as Training Within Industry (T.W.I.), 
which is a practical plan for training supervisors in the 
skills of supervision and is applicable both to industrial 
departments of government and to substantial private 
undertakings. Much interest has been shown in this 
scheme.

“ Colonial territories,” states the report, “ have not 
yet developed to the stage when a scheme of social 
insurance, as understood in the United Kingdom, is 
feasible, though some of the territories in the West 
Indies are considering the possibility of introducing 
contributory schemes covering old age, unemployment 
and sickness. . . . Workmen’s compensation on the 
other hand is a phase of social security which has been 
extensively developed.” The only territories in which 
workmen’s compensation legislation has not yet been 
enacted are Somaliland Protectorate, Zanzibar, Gilbral- 
tar, Hong Kong, Seychelles, Bermuda and the Solomon 
Islands, and in most of these the necessary legislation is 
in preparation.

In 1948 a Colonial Liaison Officer was appointed to 
make available the experience of the Building Research 
Station of the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research to colonial territories in their experimentation 
on improved building construction for local housing.

British Guiana Copra

The area under coco-nuts in British Guiana during 
1950 is reported to have been 33,700 acres, from which 
over 51 million nuts were produced.

The production of copra was 4,130 tons (against 
2,787 tons in 1949). A system of grading copra was 
introduced during the year, the prices obtained being . 
Grade 1, £42 per ton; Grade 2, £40 16s. 8d. per ton , 
Grade 3, £38 10s. per ton.

Other coco-nut products manufactured in 1950 were : 
crude oil, 424,864 gall.; edible oil, 602 438 gall.; soap, 
2,709,917 lb.; margarine, 292,745 lb.; lard substitute, 
35,165 lb.; copra meal, 2,725,767 lb. 36,190 gall, refined 
oil and 41,750 gall, crude oil were exported during the 
year.

British Caribbean Currency
Issue of New Notes

rpHE Currency Conference held at Barbados in May, 
A 1946, recommended a uniform system of currency 
notes and coin for the Eastern Group of the British 
Caribbean Colonies, viz., Barbados, British Guiana, the 
Leeward Islands, Trinidad and Tobago and the Wind­
ward Islands.

The British Caribbean Territories (Eastern Group) 
Currency Board which was established as a result of the 
conference has now initiated the first stage in the 
reorganization of the Group’s currency by the issue of 
new notes which began on August 15th.

The second stage, which will not take place until 
considerably later, is to be the replacement of the present 
“ Imperial coin ” (half crowns, florins, shillings, six­
pences and copper) and the British Guiana fourpenny 
piece by 50, 20, 10 and five cent pieces in cupro-nickel, 
and one cent and half cent pieces in bronze.

The new Currency Board will be the sole note issuing 
authority in the Group, and its dollar notes will super­
sede the notes issued by the three former Currency 
Boards of Trinidad, Barbados and British Guiana and 
the notes issued by private banks. The old notes will 
be called in gradually.

In Trinidad, for example, the single dollar note of the 
new central Currency Board—representing one British 
West Indian dollar and worth four shillings and two­
pence—will take the place of six different one dollar 
notes in circulation on the island—the Trinidad note, 
the Barbados note, the British Guiana note, the Barclays 
Bank note, the Royal Bank of Canada note, and the 
Bank of Nova Scotia note.

Denominations of the new currency notes will be one 
dollar (red), two dollars (blue), five dollars (green), 
ten dollars (terracotta), 20 dollars (purple), and 100 
dollars (black). This is the range covered by the 
existing issues, except that the Barbados issue has no 
ten dollar note. .

The notes are all of the same design and size. The 
design is a simple one with a large, full-face portrait of 
King George VI engraved in a medallion on the right. 
In the opposite corner is a curled scroll map of the 
Caribbean including the territories forming the Eastern 
Group set against a seascape with palm trees. The 
front is headed by the words “ The British Caribbean 
Territories, Eastern Group.” On the back are the arms 
and badges of Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Leeward 
Islands, Windward Islands and British Guiana surround­
ing a circular space enclosing the water-mark—a small 
galleon of the " Golden Hind ” type.

The engraving of the King’s head is made from a 
photograph taken by a London photographer, and 
personally approved by the King. The notes have 
been printed in England in accordance with designs 
approved locally. The initial order is for ten million 
notes.

Miss Mary Moseley, editor of the Nassau Guardian, 
arrived in England last month on holiday. She returns 
to the Bahamas in theR^'w del Pacifico on October 4th.
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All About Bookers Jamaica Bauxite

Tt was Goethe who said that when a man versed in his 
x subject treats any topic lovingly and thoroughly he 
gives us a share in his interest, and forces us to enter 
into the topic—

-—which is why the supplement issued with the 
current report of the Directors of Booker Brothers 
McConnell & Co., Ltd., must have special mention in the 
Circular.

When the announcement of the reorganization of the 
group was made at the beginning of this year the Board 
stated their intention of including, with the published 
accounts for 1950, a chart setting out the new organiza­
tion. This intention has been fulfilled, and takes the 
form of a most attractive coloured brochure in which a 
series of simple but effective charts sets out particulars 
of the group’s companies and their subsidiaries, of their 
relation to one another and to the parent organization, 
and of the men responsible for their direction and 
management. The main features of the organization 
have already been published in the Circular on page 21 
of the January issue, but these are considerably amplified 
in the brochure. Interspersed with the charts is a 
selection of photographs of business premises, estates 
and factories controlled within the group.

Following the charts is a series of diagrams designed 
to give a clear impression of the relation between earn­
ings and the employment of capital, between the 
various sections of the group and between various 
parts of the Commonwealth, in the year 1950. Of the 
total capital, 41 per cent was employed in sugar pro­
duction, which earned 24 per cent of the income of the 
group, 27 per cent was employed in store-keeping, 
which brought in 35 per cent of income. .Shipping 
employed 13 per cent of capital and accounted for 11 per 
cent of income. Rum production, employing 9 per 
cent of capital, earned 14 per cent of income, and the 
property holdings and services group employed 10 per 
cent of capital and earned 16 per cent of income.

The geographical distribution of assets was as follows : 
British West Indies, 60 per cent, earning 46 per cent of 
total income; Central Africa, 14 per cent, earning 
18 per cent of income ; United Kingdom, 26 per cent, 
earning 36 per cent of income.

In 1950 the bill for wages and salaries came to 
£1,950,000, taxes absorbed £405,994, and £123,097 
were distributed in dividends. £376,577 were set aside 
for depreciation and replacement reserves and £311,817 
ploughed back into the business to cover rising costs.

Maps of British Guiana and a plan of Georgetown 
show the distribution of the business interests of the 
group in that colony, covering sugar, rum, copra, rice, 
timber, cattle ranching, mining, bauxite and balata.

Gold Coast Cocoa

It is announced that the price of the 1951-52 Gold 
.Coast cocoa crop has been fixed by the Gold Coast 
Marketing Board at 80s. per load of 60 lb naked 
.ex scale,

Advances from E.C.A. Funds
A mong schemes of financial assistance from Marshall

Aid funds at the disposal of the Economic Co­
operation Administration (E.C.A.) for colonial projects 
reviewed in Commonwealth Survey in the issue of August 
17th is a new agreement with Reynolds Jamaica Mines 
Ltd. to advance to the company $3,284,000 and for the 
company to spend about £450,000 on expansion of its 
bauxite mining development programme.

The new plans call for the company’s capacity for 
bauxite mining and shipping to be increased from 
410,000 to 750,000 tons per annum, and bring the total 
of E.C.A. advances for Jamaican bauxite development 
to $11,747,000 in dollars and £3,300,000 in sterling 
counterpart funds.

The company’s expansion programme provides for 
the acquisition of additional land in Jamaica and for a 
70 per cent increase in mining equipment, with the 
construction of a new power plant, an oil pipeline and 
pumping station, and new roads. The programme is 
scheduled to be completed early in 1952, and repayment 
of the E.C.A. advance, with interest, will be made in 
supplies of aluminium over an 11| year period. Under 
the new agreement the United States Government also 
retains an option to buy for dollars not less than $750,000 
nor more than $1,500,000 worth of aluminium.

New Puisne Judge for Trinidad

It is announced that the King has been pleased to 
approve the appointment of Mr. Erskine R. la T. Ward, 
Second Puisne Judge, British Guiana, to be Puisne 
Judge in Trinidad.

Mr. Ward, who was born in Barbados in 1900, was 
educated at Harrison College, Barbados, and St. Edmund 
Hall, Oxford. He was called to the Bar at the Middle 
Temple in 1924 and practised in Barbados before his 
appointment as Police Magistrate in that colony in 1931. 
He was appointed Judge, Bridgetown Petty Debt Court, 
in 1936 and Registrar in 1938. In 1944 he was 
appointed Judge of the Assistant Court of Appeal in 
Barbados. He was appointed to his present post in

Franklin’s Year Book, 1951

Rebuilding and reconstruction of the publishers’ 
factory delayed the production of the 1951 issue of 
Franklin s Trinidad and Tobago Year Book, but copies 
have now been received and are available from the 
West India Committee, price 5s. (5s. 8d., including 
postage). '
, There has been revision of the chapter dealing with 

+k constitution °f the government, and the results of 
+ Vk 1elections for the Legislative Council, the first 
to be held under the new constitution, are given in 
detail. In other respects, also, the information given 
m tins useful handbook has been brought up to date.
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Notes of West Indian Interest
------------+

“^LWAYS try de water befo’ you jump in a bit.” 

* * *
Mr. G. M. Eccles, a member of the Executive Com­

mittee of the West India Committee, left London by 
air for British Guiana on August 23rd.

* * *
The cost-of-living index figure in Trinidad on 

September 1st was 246 as compared with 240 on 
August 1st. * *

Mr. James Foulis Hay, of Old Broad Street, London, 
is the 364th member of the West India Committee to 
take up life membership. He is a partner in the firm of 
Messrs. Grahams, Rintone, Hay, Bell & Co.

* * *
One hundred selected agricultural labourers left 

Trinidad by air on July 2nd for the United State» of 
America, for employment on farms on short-term con­
tracts. * * *

As we go to press we learn with great regret of the 
death of Sir William Morrison, of Jamaica. He was 
for many years a member of the Privy Council and was a 
past president of the Jamaica Cricket Association.

* * *
The Hon D. B. Sangster, who was among recent 

callers at the West India Committee, is Minister of Social 
Welfare in Jamaica. He has come to London to attend 
the Commonwealth Supply Conference and to other 
matters affecting his colony.

* * *
Mr. Tack Wilkinson, accompanied by Mrs Wilkin­

son and their daughter, was another recent caller Mr. 
Wilkinson, who is Leader of the Opposition m Barbados, 
is paying his first visit to London for 14 years.

* * *
Mr Max Egloff, formerly Director of Information, 

Office of Puerto Rico in Washington, has been appointed 
Information Officer to the Caribbean C°n~on ™th 
headquarters at Kent House, Tnmdad He will super 
vise the work of the Information Section and act as 
Public Relations Officer for the Commission.

* * *
It was with great regret that we learned of the death 

of Mrs Goodwin, of Antigua. Mrs. Goodwin died on

J" “iZ E. «
same island in November last.

* * *
Mr Ray Gullick has been appointed to the newly 

created post of Australian Trade
British Caribbean area. Mr. Gulhck is at present 
Australian Trade Commissioner for Vancouver 
Expected to arrive in Port-of-Spain, where he will set up 

office, before the end of the year.

Mrs. Reid, who, we regret to learn, died at her home 
at Addison Gardens, London, W., on August 14th, was 
the wife of Mr. A. Moir Reid, and the mother of Mrs. 
Doreen P. McCollum. Mr. and Mrs. Moir Reid will be 
remembered by many friends in St. Kitts, where they 
lived until 1948. In that year they left for the Channel 
Islands and moved to London a few months ago.

* * *
The Secretary of State for the Colonies has decided 

to establish a small consultative committee to advise 
him on problems concerning the welfare of colonial 
students in the United Kingdom. He has decided to 
invite to serve on the committee, in addition to repre­
sentatives from the Colonial Office and the British 
Council, a Member of Parliament from each of the 
three major parties, a representative from. one of the 
universities and representatives of the colonial students 
themselves.

* * *
A correspondent wrote on August 25th : “ The 

Trinidad members of the Regional Economic Committee 
Trade Delegation to Canada—the Hon. Albert Gomes, 
Minister of Labour, Industry and Commerce,, and the 
Hon. H. E. Robinson, chairman of the British West 
Indies Sugar Association '(Inc.)—returned to Trinidad 
on July 5th. The same delegates attended a British 
Caribbean Oils and Fats Conference in Barbados from 
August 13th to 15th, and are currently attending (also 
in Barbados) a meeting of the Regional Economic Com­
mittee which commenced on August 22nd. At this 
meeting the report of the Trade Delegation to Canada 
is being discussed.”

Rice Arbitration Board

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed 
Dr. W. M. Clyde, C.M.G., Ph.D., to be the independent 
chairman of the board of arbitration to settle prices at 
which rice contracts between the British Guiana Rice 
Marketing Board and the colonies of Tnnidad and 
Tobago Barbados and the Leeward Islands shall be 
continued for the three years commencing January 1st, 

1952.The contracts between the British Guiana Rice 
Marketing Board and the East Caribbean colonies were 
originally entered into for the five-year period commen­
cing January 1st, 1947, and ending December 31st 1901. 
Under the terms of these contracts, British Guiana 
supplied the colonies with the bulk of their imported 
rice requirements at agreed prices. The contracts 
contained a clause under which they were to.be extended 
for a further three years at prices to be settled by 
negotiation or arbitration.

mr Clvde has until recently, been the Director of Economic

$ State for Foreign Affairs, and is still chairman of the Con­
sultative Committl on Rice in South East Asia which meets in 

Singapore.]
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Empire Chambers of Commerce

Recommendations of 1951 Congress
'Jhe report of the 17th congress of the Federation of 

Chambers of Commerce of the British Empire, held 
in London from June 11—15th, has now been published.

At this congress the Incorporated Chambers of 
Commerce of the British Caribbean were represented by 
Mr. H. Alan Walker, who also represented the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce and, with Mr. A. A. Shenfield, 
the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce. The Barbados 
Chamber of Commerce was represented by Mr. R. M. 
Cave and the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce by 
Mr. A. E. V. Barton.

Of the wide range of subjects which came under review 
the following are of general interest to the British 
Caribbean territories.

Imperial Preference. Congress was satisfied that the 
existence of Imperial Preference had been of benefit 
to British Commonwealth countries, and that the 
principle should be maintained in their dealings with 
one another. It was noted that, in spite of hard 
bargaining during negotiations on trade treaties since 
1947, there had been little impairment of this principle 
and that reduction of such preferences had been with 
the agreement of the Commonwealth countries con­
cerned and with a view to obtaining compensating 
advantages in other directions. The changed conditions 
since Imperial Preference was introduced might, how­
ever, make it to the advantage of Commonwealth 
countries to permit greater flexibility in preferential 
negotiations. Greater attention should be paid to 
enabling smaller units of the Commonwealth to achieve a 
more reasonable balance of trade with their fellow 
members and where their products could be obtained 
at prices equal to or lower than similar products from 
oreign sources preference should be given to Common­

wealth products; this principle to be observed also by 
governments engaged in bulk buying.

In considering the special position of Canada the 
congress noted with concern that present restrictions 
impair Commonwealth trading relations and place in 
jeopardy the Imperial Preferential trade system, and 
was of the opinion that close co-operation and complete 
understanding between the sterling and dollar countries 
was essential to Commonwealth economic well-being

Commonwealth and International Relations. The con­
gress expressed belief that the greatest vigilance must 
be exercised to ensure that the setting up of new inter­
national organizations (or the adaptation of existing 
ones) would not prejudice the economic and social ties 
of the Commonwealth and Empire, and that adhesion 
to such organizations must be strenuously resisted unless 
and until it was quite certain that they would in 
no way imperil Commonwealth trade relations. It 

a} the ^uestion of the possibility of the 
United Kingdom being a member of Western European 
union whilst still playing her traditional part as the 
centre of the Commonwealth and Empire should be 
given the most careful study before firm decisions were 
taken and it was recommended that this matter should 
be referred by the Federation to member Chambers 
for expression of their views.

Empire Shipping Services. The congress noted with 

regret that efforts to interest the United Kingdom 
shipping industry in providing the services between the 
United Kingdom and the West Indies, which were 
recommended in the previous congress report, had not 
met with success. The acute shortage of passenger 
accommodation continued (with prospects of some 
alleviations when the plans of lines other than British 
should come into operation) and there was also a shortage 
of refrigerated freight services. It was recommended 
that the Conference Lines should examine ways and 
means of providing the desired services.

The Pattern of Colonial Development. The congress 
regarded it as of paramount importance that the greatest 
possible measure of understanding should be obtained 
among all the races of the Colonial Empire to enable 
each to play its appropriate part in ensuring economic 
development which would be for the benefit of all. It 
was a vital necessity to raise the material standards 
of life in the colonies, and development projects must be 
directed primarily to this end.

The practice of applying funds under the Colombo 
Plan and the Colonial Development and Welfare grants 
to development programmes prepared in the colonial 
territories themselves was one with which, in principle, 
the congress was in complete agreement. Nevertheless, 
it was recommended that, before embarking on such 
schemes, advantage should be taken of the best technical 
and medical advice, and of experience gained in other 
similar schemes. Recent experience in the failure of 
large scale projects undertaken by the Colonial Develop­
ment Corporation showed the need for a more thorough 
inquiry into proposals than appeared to have been the 
case. Apart from the waste of public money and 
capital equipment, failures could only have a dis­
organizing effect on the colony concerned, give an un­
healthy stimulus to trade and unsettle local labour. 
The availability of labour for new ventures without 
attracting it from existing undertakings should have 
very careful consideration. Very much more preparatory 
work was necessary in order to avoid the failure of an 
operation. It should be a cardinal point of principle 
that industries be established, not for the sake of 
industrialization alone, but where the raw materials, 
being ready at hand or easily acquired, give promise of 
economic success. It being likely to prove physically 
impossible for the industrial resources of Commonwealth 
territories to meet the demands of both the rearmament 
drive and large-scale colonial development, some plan

^ust be ?volved. The view was reaffirmed 
that the staking of risk capital in colonial development 
should be made as attractive as possible and the maxi- 
™u,™ Protection given to that capital when any change 
“the political status of any country was made.

/ rade Agreements Affecting the Colonial Em-hire The 
£nited K“Sdom government to 

the that m all negotiations concerning
the modification of existing, or the conclusion of new, 
sbmdZh reements affecting the Colonial Empire there 
States ”ltatl°n with the governments of the

1 bY governments with the commercial 
teinTorir Whl-Ch might be aTectcd. A colonial
territory which considered its interests to be vitally 
association S^°id a?°^ded an opportunity of direct 
Ma?estv\ CndTred and Practicable, with His 
Majesty s Government in these negotiations
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Caribbean Soil Problems Publications Received

^he report* of the soils conference held in Puerto 
Rico in the first week of April, 1950, makes a timely 

appearance in view of the fourth session of the West 
Indian Conference, due to be held in Curacao in Novem­
ber of this year, the theme of which is to be “ The 
Agricultural Problems of the Caribbean Area.”

For the area as a whole, and for each individual 
territory in particular, the conference made a survey 
of the existing position in regard to knowledge and 
research in progress on soil forming factors ; standard­
ization of soil survey methods ; systems of soil classifica­
tion and mapping ; detailed regional soil survey pro­
grammes ; soil erosion, conservation and renovation ; 
and the application of soil surveys to land utilization. 
From this survey the conference assessed the problems 
demanding attention, and made recommendations as to 
how they should be approached.

Laboratory and field methods of obtaining data on 
soils, and particulars of aids used in interpreting such 
data, are given in the form of annexes to the surveys, 
the papers contributed by delegates for discussion at 
the conference are reproduced in full, and there is an 
extensive bibliography.

The whole forms an authoritative compendium of 
information on Caribbean soil problems of great value 
to all concerned with the improvement of agriculture 
in the region.

Trinidad Oil Industry

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
August production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 278,134 barrels.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­
tion for the five weeks ended September 3rd was 522,54 
barrels. _

Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. ine 
crude oil output for August was 251,937 barrels.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. For the month of August 
crude oil production, from own fields only, amounted 
to 511,710 barrels.

Jamaica Pineapples

Reports in regard to the Jamaica pineapple cfOP 
indicate that although a record crop, estimated at 
around 800 tons, is anticipated this year, the deman 
for pineapples is still far in excess of the supp y.

Prices have risen from just over ¿6 per ton m 1948 
to a present range of from £15 to £18 per ton. d 
good demand in the United Kingdom for Proved 
pineapples, and processing plant m the island 
of dealing with far more than the present production, 
there would seem to be room for considerable expansion 
of pineapple cultivation. ___—

»Soil Science in the C^iôS^RÏpirt|fthe^ils 
held in Puerto Rico, March 30th-Apnl 8th 1950. Cartobean 
Commission. Central Secretariat, Kent House, Port ol Spam, 
Trinidad, 1950. [Received August 9tn, moi. J

New Commonwealth, August, 1951. Features articles 
on Building Construction Problems in the Caribbean and 
on Tobacco Cultivation in the Rupununi, British 
Guiana.

The Story of Twine in Agriculture, Educational Series, 
No. 3. Published by the International Harvester 
Company, Chicago, Illinois. Intended for the education 
of farmers in general, this booklet contains much of 
interest to those who may be considering the cultivation 
of fibres in any part of the West Indies. Particulars 
are given of the cultivation, reaping and processing of 
fibre for market from three plants which all grow readily 
in and about the tropics—Agave sisalana (sisal), Agave 
fourcroydes (henequen, Mexican sisal, Yucatan hemp) 
and Musa textilis (Manila hemp, abaca).

The West Indian Review, June 16th, 1951. Lieut.- 
Colonel M. de Cordova contributes a letter to this issue 
in which he makes a spirited defence of the Jamaican 
vis-a-vis the Cuban cigar, and explains the effect of 
increased duty on consumption in the United Kingdom 
of cigars of both types.

World Crops, Vol. 3, No. 9, September, 1951. This 
issue marks the second anniversary of the publication, 
the first number of which appeared in September, 
1949. The Journal continues admirably to fulfil its 
object, as laid down at its introduction by Sir John 
Russell, of presenting the developments of modern 
agriculture to the technician and engineer [see Circular, 
September, 1949, page 225].

Articles of direct West Indian interest in this number 
refer to the demonstrations of agricultural machinery 
held by the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
last May, and to recent developments in the cultivation 
and production of kenaf.

Trinidad Beer

A Correction
On page 169 of the July issue of the Circular 

appeared a statement in regard to brewing and storage 
capacity of the Caribbean Development Company’s 
brewery in Trinidad.

Sir Gerald Wight, chairman of the company, called 
recently at the Committee’s rooms and pointed out 
certain inaccuracies in this statement.

The number of storage tanks now installed is 80. 
Beer is brewed six times per week with an average 
production of 2,650 Imperial gallons at each brew. 
The brewery is capable of production at the rate of 
2 500 000 gallons per annum, but at present has lagering 
capacity for only 800,000 gallons, which sets a limit to 
production. Tenders have been invited for the installa­
tion of additional lager storage capacity, and it is there­
fore hoped to increase production m due course.

The Circular regrets the inaccuracies in the previous 
statement, which came from a source which had hitherto 
proved reliable.
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Japanese Citrus Sugar-Cane in British Guiana

Increasing Production and Exports
T^he issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly dated August 

6th contains a review of citrus production in Japan 
in 1950, which discloses an over-all increase over 1949 
production of 37 per cent, the crop amounting in 1950 
to 963,212,971 lb., compared with 701,165,605 lb. in 
1949. Average annual production in the period 1931-40 
was 1,037,508,5001b.

The principal citrus fruit produced in Japan, and 
the only type of citrus now exported, is the Satsuma 
orange, sometimes erroneously called tangerine. In 1950 
this orange comprised about 80 per cent of the total 
citrus production, production of this variety being almost 
50 per cent greater than in 1949 at 766,301,298 lb. 
Production of the second largest variety of citrus fruit, 
summer oranges, was 139,406,421 lb., slightly higher 
than in 1949. Navel oranges, lemons and a few other 
citrus varieties are of minor importance, though pro­
duction of these was also higher.

Exports of Satsuma oranges in the form of fresh fruit 
in 1950 totalled 1,298,000 boxes of about 91b. each, 
compared with 930,000 boxes in 1949. The value of the 
1950 exports was about $650,000, and the bulk of them 
went to Canada, which took 1,272,000 boxes, the 
remainder going to Hongkong.

Canned orange exports, although still far below pre­
war levels, increased in 1950 by more than five times 
from the 1949 volume—from 51,659 cases to 264,105 
cases. Of these the United States took 44 per cent. 
(115,302 cases), and the United Kingdom about 42 per 
cent (109,792 cases). The Netherlands took 14,378 
cases and Canada took 5,685 cases.

Ï.C.T.A. and 66Leaf-Scald”
Messrs. Dale and Hutchinson of the Imperial College 

of Tropical Agriculture contribute a note to a recent 
issue of Nature on the sugar-cane disease with internal 
and external symptoms resembling “ leaf-scald ” (Xan- 
thomonas albilineans) now causing concern in British 
Guiana [see Circular, May, 1951, page 119]. The 
sugar-cane varieties B.34104 and D. 14/34, which account 
respectively for 70 per cent and 15 per cent of plantings 
in the colony, are both susceptible to the disease as 
plants and as ratoons.

The note states that the causal organism has been 
isolated and successful reinoculation effected, and a 
trial to determine possible resistant varieties laid down. 
Meantime, it is considered, the elimination of infected 
areas and the adoption of measures to minimize dis­
semination should hold the disease in check. A colony­
wide survey to provide information on which control 
policies can be based is in progress.

Insect Pests of Stored Food

A Rare West Indian Tree

Jn June the British Museum (Natural History) pub­
lished the first issue of the Bulletin of the British 

Museum (Natural History'),Botany, and among the articles 
therein was one entitled “An undescribed species of 
Mastichodendron (Sapotaceae) from Barbados and 
Antigua,” by H. E. Box and W. R. Philipson.

This tree, which has been named Mastichodendron 
sloaneanum by the authors, is a near relative of the 
West Indian Mastic (M. foetidissimum), which is common 
throughout most of the West Indies, and of which a 
particularly fine example is the well-known “ Hangman 
Tree ” on Parham Estate in Antigua.

There is evidence that the tree was formerly present 
in Barbados, but it is not now known to occur in that 
island, the only specimen known to survive being in 
Antigua.

The article referred to gives a technical description 
of the tree, and is illustrated by a photograph of the 
foliage and seed.

Sir John Simonsen, Director of Research, Colonial 
Products Research Council, contributes to the current 
issue (August, 1951) of The Times Review of the Progress 
of Science an article dealing with the application of 
science to the control of insect pests of stored foodstuffs.

Sir John discusses the technical difficulties involved, 
and the radioactive tracer techniques recently evolved 
for detecting minute insecticidal residues, which might 
be harmful to man or livestock, on the treated food­
stuffs.

Two of Sir John’s statements, however, are of 
immediate practical interest. The first : “In these 
days of bulk purchase it is often possible for the exporting 
country to sell infested foodstuffs as easily as clean 
commodities, so that infestation need not necessarily 
result in financial loss to the producer.” The second, 
with which Sir John concludes his article: “ The 
simplest and best contribution to the protection of our 
foodstuffs lies in the adoption of a high standard of 
cleanliness in all stores, whether in the warehouse or 
m the home.”

West Indian Cotton

Thj issue of The Empire Cotton Growing Review
iSAdn Particulars of Empire cotton crops for the years 
1940-50.

The following are the figures for the West Indies, 
compared with total Empire production in each year. 
Ine figures represent bales of 400 lb.

West Total

Any individual member of the West India Committee 
is eligible for Life Membership on compounding his, or 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £18 i8s.

Year 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945

Indian Empire 
Production Production

8,492 
9,312 
7,450 
4,555 
4,099
4,525

746,822 
882,278
669,942 
565,509 
494,333 
726,400

Year 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950

West Total
Indian Empire

Production Production
3,762 
2,573
3,963 
6,723 
5,635

572,701
612,755
546,859
863,077
856,991
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The Homeward Mail

BARBADOS
New Air Service. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of 

the Barbados Publicity Committee, in a newsletter 
from Bridgetown dated August 22nd, states : “L.A.V., 
the Venezuelan Government’s airline, operated special 
flights between Venezuela and Barbados on August 
4th and 8th. Beginning on the 12th, L.A.V. started 
their regular bi-weekly service. These flights will be 
made every Sunday and Friday. The aircraft will 
remain overnight and return to Venezuela the following 
day. B.W.I.A. also made several special flights between 
Venezuela and Barbados.

General News. “ For the convenience of the 
general public an Information Bureau has been opened 
at the Police Headquarters, Coleridge Street, Bridgetown

“ Mr. A. H. Masterton Smith, the new Harbour and 
Shipping Master, arrived in the island on the 20th.

“A Barbados Flying Club has been formed by a 
group of local aeroplane enthusiasts.

“The Barbados Aquatic Club held a beachcombers 
dance on the 18th. An added attraction at this dance 
was the exhibition water polo matches, under flood­
light. These exhibition matches were in preparation 
for the Barbados visit to Trinidad next month.

“ A Victorian Exhibition, 1837-1901, was held at the 
Barbados Museum from August 7th 26th. Furniture, 
china, glass, paintings, photographs, costumes and 
curios, lent by residents, were on display.

DOMINICA
Governor’s Visit. Our correspondent, writing from 

Roseau on August 31st, states : “ The Governor
arrived on August 11th accompanied by his A D.C. 
His visits are always looked forward to as he takes a 
real interest in us. He visited the Returned Soldiers 
Club and partook of refreshment.

Bay Oil. “ The market for bay oil—and Dominica 
is said to be the largest producer of this col™od^ 
has again revived and New York quotes it a ■ P 
lb. c.i.f. that port. The London market is weak and 
operators are holding their hands. Dominica also is 
waiting for ‘ more,’ like Oliver Twist.

Milk and Bananas. “ The price of condensed milk 
from any part of the world has fallen from Is. 8d. to 
Is. 6d. per tin and that of evaporated has not risen a 
compensating twopence. For this relief much thanks 
Bananas, now a very important export are firm he 
at three farthings retail but we have thus to pay for 
becoming anexport colony. The latest banana ship, the 
Floria Massano sailed to-day with 60,000 stems while 
St. Lucia could only supply 2,000 stems for the same 

steajner •
Credit Union. ‘' The recently fo^d CWon, 

under the aegis of the Dominica Social Welfare Depart 
ment, appears to be halting m its stride. It should be 
registered and would then go forward.

BRITISH GUIANA
Investigation of Controls. Our correspondent, 

writing from Georgetown on August 20th, states : 
“ The Legislative Council has agreed to request Govern­
ment to appoint a committee to investigate and report 
on the various forms of control—whether they are 
necessary and expedient in the interest of the colony. 
The acting Colonial Secretary said that the Administra­
tion had no desire to maintain control where it was no 
longer necessary in the public interest, but that he 
thought this was an inauspicious time to consider the 
removal of control.

New Currency Arrives. “Two planes touched 
down at Atkinson Field on July 19th with 47 wooden 
cases containing $8,650,000 in new Eastern Caribbean 
unified currency notes brought from Trinidad, the 
distributing centre. A guard of armed policemen 
ensured there was no hitch in security arrangements. 
The new currency will be circulated on August 16th.

Expulsion of Dr. Latchmansingh. “ Dr. J. P. 
Latchmansingh, an officer of the People’s Progressive 
Party, has been expelled because he took part in the 
formation of the New British Guiana Labour Party.

Arrival of Mr. Rudolph Dunbar. “ Mr. Rudolph 
Dunbar, British Guiana born, the well-known clarinettist, 
orchestra conductor, and journalist, arrived by plane 
on July 22nd. Large crowds accorded him a rousing 
welcome on his arrival. The Militia Band, within 
whose ranks he received his early training, did him 
honour by providing music when he was officially 
welcomed at the airport.

Borstal Institution Proposed. “ Mr. S. G. Baker, 
Superintendent of Prisons, in his annual report for 
1950, pointed out to the Legislative Council that the 
precautions taken to segregate lads of the Borstal age 
were not enough. He stressed that the establishment 
of a proper institute was the only solution to the effective 
training and proper moulding of their characters

Coconut Oil Manufacturers. “ Crude coconut oil 
manufacturers and consumers, totalling about 300, 
attended a mass meeting in the city hall and signed a 
nine-page memorial to be forwarded to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies protesting against what they 
termed ‘ Government’s attempt to squeeze us out of 
existence.’

Federated Unions of Government Employees. 
“ Following representations made to the Officer 
Administering the Government at an interview at 
Government House Annexe, the Federated Unions of 
Government Employees are preparing a memorandum 
on the steadily rising cost of living for submission to 
Government. The memorandum seeks it is learned 
financial relief for workers up to and including those of 
the $300 a month bracket and urges Government to 
introduce positive measures to change the economy of 

the colony.



224 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR September, 1951

Visit of Trinidad Statistician. “ Mr. H. T. Steer, 
Government Statistician in Trinidad, arrived here to 
get first-hand information on the retail, wholesale and 
landed prices of certain essential commodities. He said 
that his Government had shown much concern over the 
recent rise in the cost of living and as a result he was 
making a tour of the West Indies to explore every 
possible way of combating this increase.

Rice Marketing Board. “ The Hon. John Fer­
nandes, chairman of the Rice Marketing Board, stated 
that he was sure that British Guiana would have an 
appreciable surplus of rice this year for export outside 
the colonies of the British West Indies with which con­
tractural obligations existed.

B.G. Road Safety Association. “ Representatives 
of several organizations and companies met at Police 
Headquarters and established a British Guiana Road 
Safety Association, with a view to minimizing traffic 
accidents.”

GRENADA
By cable from our correspondent. August ISth.

There is mounting indignation here as a result of 
Trinidad’s drastic deportation movement threatening 
the return of thousands of Grenadians from Trinidad 
without a word being given to the Grenada Government 
to enable them to make arrangements for their absorp­
tion. The Hon. T. A. Marryshow will move a resolution 
in the Legislative Council on the 22nd to the effect that 
the Council place on record a strong protest against the 
action of the Trinidad Government, and that the 
attention of the Secretary of State be drawn to the 
spread of doctrines of inverted Malanism in Trinidad 
with a view to stay the hands of those who are seriously 
embittering West Indian relations at a time when all 
West Indians are hoping for West Indian unity. It is 
expected that the Members of Council will press the 
administration to cable representations to the Secretary 
of State. J

ST. LUCIA
The Crops. Writing from Castries on August 20th 

our correspondent, Mr. Henry E. Belmar, states:
Iwo weeks of dry weather have done some good to the 

growing canes, but there are still signs of the damage 
done by floods m May. Estates are now preparing for 
the new plantings for the 1952-53 crop. The cocoa 
crop is very promising, while the lime crop is very poor.

Administrator Returns. “ Mr. J. M. Stow, who 
had been administering the Government of Grenada 
before the arrival of Mr. MacMillan, returned to St. Lucia 
on August 15th. Mr. L. Cools-Lartigue, who acted as 
Administrator during the absence of Mr. Stow is to 
& of CkTq S?°rtly’ Where he is to a^ume the

vSe f w S^retary of the Windward Islands.
■ X f Jf Warship. H.M.S. Bigbury Bay paid us a 

theVav^f dayS’ dU?n>? Whkh quite a lot was done in 
the way of games, etc.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Jamaica Hurricane. Our correspondent, in a 

newsletter dated August 25th, writes : “ The deepest 
concern and sympathy were felt throughout TrinMad 
struck nL.WS c™6 imitons hurricane which
struck Jamaica on the night of August 17th-18th. The 

Governor of Trinidad and Tobago has conveyed the 
deep sympathy of the people of this colony for the loss 
sustained by their fellow West Indians in Jamaica 
and has offered to help in any way possible. The local 
press has published appeals for assistance to be donated 
for the needy in the stricken island; the Trinidad 
Guardian has launched a relief fund and the Red Cross 
authorities are collecting gifts of clothing and food 
for shipment to Jamaica. The Guardian Relief fund 
stands to date at the $8,000 level.

Sugar Crop. “ Bad weather slowed down and 
finally halted reaping operations before the 1951 crop 
had been taken off. Only 140,632 tons of sugar have 
been manufactured, as against a pre-crop estimate of 
162,500 tons. The crop, which was full of promise 
before reaping commenced, will long be remembered 
as the most disappointing in recent years.

Cost of Living. “ Grave concern is being expressed 
by all sections of the community at the steeply rising 
cost of living in Trinidad, caused mainly by the higher 
prices of imported foodstuffs. Government has appointed 
a committee of agricultural experts to advise urgently 
on ways to increase local food production ; the govern­
ment statistician is to visit other colonies to obtain 
comparative figures of prices, profit margins and costs 
of living ; long-term action on industrialization is being 
continued, and legislators and councillors have been 
invited to submit suggestions and practical solutions to 
Government for discussion at a joint meeting to be held 
at the end of August.

Caribbean Tourist Association. “ The Govern­
ment of Trinidad has decided that it will not be able to 
undertake the required expenditure of about $10,000 
towards the establishment of a Caribbean Tourist 
Development Association. The Caribbean Interim 
Tourism Committee, upon which Trinidad is represented, 
was set up in January, 1950, for a period of two years 
with the object of preparing the way for the organization 
of the C.T.D.A.

Caribbean Research Council. ” The fourth meet­
ing of the Caribbean Research Council, an auxiliary 
body of the Caribbean Commission, was held in Port- 
of-Spam from July 16th to 21st.

Deputy Speaker Resigns. “ Sir Gerald Wight, 
prominent businessman and Deputy Speaker of the 
Legislative Council, left Trinidad on July 18th for an 
extended visit to the U.S.A., Canada and the United 
Kingdom.

Shipment of Scrap Metal. “ Trinidad Steel 
non? met^ dealers, are now exporting under 

tn thp tt + stee^ an^ 2,000 tons of scrap metal
to the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
shinnedT1^ i1? P? consiSnnient °f this metal was 

fi P’SA' by the S’S- Ar^tina on August 1st 
the s s sblPment4to the United Kingdom left by 
the s.s. Naturahst on August 2nd. J
CarimTc^d .PT’1 bestowed upon Lt. Comdr.

A’D-C- tO Sir Bede Clifford, 
Order decoration of the ‘ Official
Cant Ra id ec Th?, decoration was presented by 
Brazilian Costa- Commander of the
on board Cavais, at a ceremony
on ooara ship on July 8th. J
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Colonial Appointments

■Decent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Abidh, Miss S. P., M.D. (Medical Officer of Health. (School 
Medical Service), Trinidad), Medical Officer, Grade “ A ”, 
Trinidad.

Bell, E. P. S. (Puisne Judge, Tanganyika), Chief Justice, 
British Guiana.

Bernard, O. Fitz-Morris (Police Sergeant, Jamaica), 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Brown, L. S. (Inspector of Police, Jamaica), Assistant Super­
intendent of Police, Jamaica.

Burrowes, W. D. (Agricultural Economist, Jamaica), Senior 
Agricultural Economist, Jamaica.

Eddey, L. G., M.B., Ch.B., D.T.M. & H. (Director of Medical 
Services, British Guiana), Deputy Director of Medical Services, 
Gold Coast.

Felix, E. M. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Dominica), 
Deputy Superintendent of Police, St. Lucia.

Lack, L. A. H. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica), 
Senior Assistant Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

McIntosh, W. H. (Sub-Inspector of Police, Jamaica), Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Middleton, J. R. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Jamaica), Senior Superintendent of Police, Jamaica.

Powell, L. A. (Agricultural Officer, Jamaica), Senior Agricul­
tural Officer, Jamaica. .

Scott, H. D. (Inspector of Police, Jamaica), Assistant Super­
intendent of Police, Jamaica.

Sell, H. S. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, Fiji), Super­
intendent of Police, Fiji.

Spence, C. S. (Surveyor, Grade I, Lands and Mmes Depart­
ment, British Guiana), Senior Surveyor, Lands and Mmes 
Department, British Guiana. ,

Stoll, W. G. (Deputy Commissioner of Income Tax, Bntisn 
Guiana), Commissioner of Income Tax, British Guiana.

Trotman, A. E. (Director of Agriculture, Jamaica), Member 
for Agriculture and Natural Resources, Tanganyika.

New Appointments
Markowski, B., M.B., Temporary Resident Surgeon, British 

HSwistkrski, K. P., M.B., Medical Officer, Windward Islands.

West Indian Sugar Production
The following statement of the estimated production 

of sugar for the quota year ending August 31st, 1951 
summarizes the latest information received by the West
India Committee :—

Tons
Barbados ... ••• 187,360
Jamaica ... ... 267,927
Leeward Islands—
Antigua ... ... 22,000
St. Kitts ................ 43,000

Trinidad and Tobago 140,673

The Barbados figure includes the equivalent in tons 
of raw sugar of production in the form of fancy molasses.

The Jamaica figure may be subject to amendment in 
respect of losses sustained during the hurricane.

Tons
Windward Islands :—
St. Lucia ... ••• $’825
St. Vincent ... 2,791

British Guiana ... 192’2$$
British Honduras ... L 800

Total................ 867,659

A New Market for Rum ?

The Wine and Spirit Trade Record quotes a Reuter 
message from Khatmandu to the effect that the govern 
mentgof Nepal has decided to perimt the nnpor t of 
foreign liquor into that country, where it had hitherto 
been banned. The manufacture of liquor and the 
opening of bars have been licensed in the state.

Company Reports and Meetings
Booker Brothers McConnell & Co., Ltd.

As forecast in the previous report, the parent company’s 
Profit and Loss Account is not included in the published accounts 
for 1950. A Consolidated Profit and Loss Account shows how 
much of the profit of the group has been dealt with in the 
accounts of the parent company.

The consolidated net profit after tax was ¿435,453 as com­
pared with ¿277,233 in 1949. The amount transferred to 
replacement reserve has this year been set aside, and the amount 
of the interests of minority shareholders has been charged, before 
arriving at the net profit for the year. The former is because 
the Directors consider that the setting aside of an adequate 
amount to meet the increased cost of replacement of fixed assets 
is a proper charge against profits and the latter because this 
form of presentation clearly shows the net profit attributable to 
the shareholders of Booker Brothers McConnell & Co., Limited. 
The consolidated net profit, after tax, of ¿435,453 has been 
arrived at after crediting the parent company’s future tax 
provision of ¿50,000, released on reorganization.

The preference dividends and an interim ordinary dividend 
of 3 per cent tax free for the calendar year 1950 have already 
been paid and the Directors recommend the payment of a final 
ordinary dividend of 6| per cent tax free. The net dividend 
rate thus remains the same as last year. A dividend rate of 
9| per cent tax free, however, is, in fact, equivalent to rather 
less than 2| per cent tax free on the total interests of the ordinary 
shareholders in the business.

In addition to the transfer of ¿157,696 to replacement reserve, 
¿316,451 has been transferred to general and contingencies 
reserve. ¿1,250 is appropriated to dividend equalization 
reserve from an appropriation made by the directors of one of 
the subsidiary companies in which there are minority share­
holders. Following upon the dividends paid and proposed, the 
transfers to reserves and the disposal to minority shareholders 
of a small interest of ¿539 in a subsidiary company, the balance 
of unappropriated profits carried forward to next year has 
slightly decreased from ¿385,214 to ¿379,330.

The consolidated balance sheet discloses that the capital and 
reserves, representing the interest of the shareholders of Booker 
Brothers McConnell & Co., Limited, now total ¿4,891,650 and 
that of this sum, the share premium account amounts to 
¿903,153. Much of this total of nearly ¿5,000,000 is permanently 
invested in the business and the directors have taken a first 
step towards the concrete recognition of this fact by recommend- 
ino to the shareholders the capitalization of ¿43,493, being part 
of°the share premium account, and the issue to ordinary share­
holders of 86,986 shares of 10s. each, credited as fully paid up 
and ranking pari passu with the existing ordinary shares 
and entitled to all future ordinary dividends after the final 
dividend proposed at the meeting on September 26t_h, in the 
proportion of one new 10s. Ordinary share for every 25 existing 
10s. Ordinary shares held as at August 17th, 1951.

Changes in the parent company’s balance sheet include 
the addition of ¿56,897 to revenue reserves. The directors 
had in past years written down the shares in certam minor 
trading subsidiaries by this amount but the recent performance 
of those companies had made it clear that it should be restored. 
There is a consequent and equal reduction in capital reserves.

The increase of ¿220,000 in fixed assets is mainly accounted 
for by new buildings in Georgetown, British Guiana.

The increase in shares at cost reflects the restoration of the 
amount previously written off shares in subsidiary companies 
mentioned above and the formation, in British Guiana, of British 
Caribbean Agencies Ltd. The increase would have been greater 
by ¿18,659 had it not been for the liquidation of Booker Swete 
& Co., Limited, and the sale of shares in W. C. Ross & Co Ltd., 
in Trinidad, to the British Guiana subsidiary, Bookers Manu- 
iaThe nrt^ncreS'oVipproximately ¿330,000 in Advances to 

Subsidiary Companies is mainly due to an increase m the current 
account with the subsidiary United Rum Merchants Ltd., 
due to the payment of an unusually large amount of duty on 
rum withdrawn from bond on account of heavy Christmas sales 
and to an increase in normal sums owing by a large number of 

^Th^ncmase of just over ¿200,000 in current assets is mainly 
accounted for by the increased cost of stocks in the shops in 
British Guiana—an increase not unexpected in the light o
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continued inflation. The increase in Debtors of nearly .¿100,000 
was mainly caused by transactions of a temporary nature. The 
increase of rather less than ¿180,000 in current liabilities and 
provisions is fully accounted for by these increases in current 
assets.

The consolidated balance sheet shows an improved financial 
position.

Capital and reserves, representing the interests of the share­
holders of Booker Brothers McConnell & Co., Ltd., increased by 
nearly ¿1,000,000. Of this, ¿540,000 represents the balance 
of the proceeds from the issue of ordinary shares, and the rest 
has been ploughed back.

The increase of ¿425,000 in fixed assets comprises the increase 
of ¿220,000 in the parent company’s fixed assets and, as to the 
balance, net additions to the fixed assets of the sugar estates.

The reduction of nearly ¿33,000 in trade investments is mainly 
due to amounts written off certain outside investments in Central 
Africa.

The increase of ¿700,000 in current assets is covered by the 
preceding explanations of the increases in current assets and 
advances to subsidiary companies in the parent company’s 
accounts.

The increase in current liabilities and provisions is only 
¿100,000, due to ¿1,000,000 more capital and reserves, the 
slowing down in the rate of expenditure on additions to fixed 
assets and the fact that the increase in current assets was not 
excessive.

The liquid position of the group improved by nearly ¿600,000 
during the year.

[The annual general meeting will be held on September 26th. 
The chairman’s speech will appear in next issue.]

Premier Consolidated Oilfields Ltd.
In their report for the 20 months ended March 31st the 

directors state that the profit and loss account is divided into 
two sections, the first covering the period August 1st, 1949, to 
December 31st, 1949, and the second covering the period January 
rin-J?50’!?-0 Marc11 31 st, 1951. The first period shows a loss of 
¿2,971, which, added to the adverse balance at July 31st 1949 
of ¿26,078, makes a total of ¿29,049, which has been written off 
under the reduction of share capital order.

The second section for the period January 1st, 1950, to March 
31st, 1951, shows the result for the first 15 months of the opera­
tions of the three companies concerned in the scheme of amal­
gamation and acquisition. The result of these operations was 
a profit of ¿99,033, to which has been added additional payments 
received in respect of oil sold by this company and by Trinidad 
Consolidated Oilfields Ltd. during the period August 1939 to 
June, 1948, amounting to ¿60,683, and provision for taxation 
in previous years not now required amounting to ¿337 inetl 
making a total of ¿160 053. Out of this total, provision for 
Innidad taxation will absorb ¿10,000, and transfer to general 
reserve ¿75,000. Ihe directors recommend the payment of a 
dividend of 12J per cent less income tax, absorbing /22 26I 
and provision for directors’ additional remuneration Z5000’ 
leaving a balance to be carried forward of ¿47,792 * ’ ’
t Jhr pr?ductlon of crude oil from Vernier (Trinidad) Oilfields 
Ltd- for the period 4^ust lst’ 1949, to December 31st, 1949 
was 48 161 barrels. The production of crude oil from Premier

Ja™ary ’950, to March

Trinidad Leaseholds Limited assumed local management of 
the company s fields in September, 1950, in accordance with the 
arrangements made with that company. W

The company’s leasehold and freehold oil rights in Trinidad 
comprise 5,069 acres in the districts of Fyzabad Mavaro 
Laparima, Palo Seco, San Francique and Siparia ’ Y

In addition the company has an option until December 1953 
«*. »■ 

art sswwx 

on February 7th, 1951. All its properties and other assets are 
in course of transfer to the company^ but it is recorderN? S S 

°f “d landau

The board record the resignations of Sir John N Ram.« 
Bart., Captain H. S. M. Harrison-Wallace, D.S.O., R.N. (retired) \ 

Mr. O. V. G. Hoare and Mr. L. C. Walker, F.S.A.A.
Mr. F. C. Bowring, Captain J. A. Goodwin, M.C., A.R.S.M., 

Mr. A. J. Ruthven Murray, M.A., B.Sc., and Mr. W. J. C. 
Richards were subsequently appointed to the board.

Production and Sales

The chairman, Mr. P. A. Ashmead-Bartlett, in his annual 
statement which accompanies the report, says : “ Production has 
been well maintained and the decline was no more than normal. 
No new wells were drilled during the period under review. Oil 
prices have remained at a high level, but since we sell our oil 
on the basis of U.S.A, prices, a considerable measure of the 
effects of devaluation enters into the price that we receive, a 
factor which must be taken into account when assessing future 
revenue. “ The benefits of devaluation have also been offset to 
some extent by increases in operating expenditure under almost 
every heading, and especially in respect of royalties paid to the 
Government of Trinidad.

Operations

" Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd. took over the local operation 
of our fields last September. This arrangement has worked 
smoothly and to the satisfaction of both parties to the agreement. 
Since the amalgamation was decided upon the board’s policy 
has been to reorganize the fields in anticipation of that event 
and to build up our financial resources.

“We have, however, now reached the point when drilling 
needs to be restarted in order to maintain and, we anticipate, 
increase the present output of oil.

“ We have, therefore, decided that one well shall be drilled 
immediately on the kyzabad field. Sanction has also been given 
to drill a well in the Barrackpore district on a block which is 
associated with Trinidad Leaseholds’ field in that area, and it 
has been agreed that the two companies will participate in this 
well, which will be drilled by Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd., and 
who will supply the personnel and equipment for both wells. 
I need hardly emphasize the great advantage which we receive 
by having the wide technical knowledge and up-to-date equip­
ment of Trinidad Leaseholds at our service for this purpose. 
Iwo wells are also projected for drilling on the San Francique 
held. I must, however, remind you that the number of remain­
ing well sites in the Fyzabad and San Francique fields is limited.

Oil Reserves
“ In view of the limitations of our existing fields you will 

appreciate that sooner or later we shall have to embark upon a 
search for new oil reserves, and I think you would like me to say 
something about our prospects and plans in that direction. '

- .^oonbtedly the chances of success have increased as a 
result of the amalgamation. Whereas formerly your company 
owned or controlled 2,267 acres of oil leases and freeholds/ this 
has now been increased to 18,948 acres, including the leases held 
under option. Mere acreage is no criterion of oil values, but the 

^hlcb are interested are spread over six districts 
“ “’-bearing belt and have been favourably reported upon 
by several geologists. r
Trinúa^eat ^eal °f d.riUinS by other companies is going on in 
ofthit^ is projected. In some cases the results

have a bearing °n our own prospects. Drilling 
Dlace “° general rise that has taken
Sst faXrTt& °lodfield operations. Another major 
in order rAX P ? WhlCh * has become necessary to drill 
to 10000 feet xeW °’1 SOUrces- Wel,s in the range of 8,000

’°°® feet ar® becoming commonplace. One well currentlv 
d H1—s bas reached a depth of over 14,000 feet 
comoaXT worlAnla hÍí °f co_operation between the oil 
some cases m Trinidad, which has becn extended in
will be of mii£rhg C mí ° Certain wells when the results 
wealsoshaUh^ are distinct Possibilities that
ihe risk and íh availPu^elv^ of this method of spreading 
Barrackpore project/ “ " ™ “ the

but the matter °is Tn/de“dedr UpOn any definite programme, 
unforeseen contig/ “nstant, re™w. In the absence of
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West Indian Passenger List
Booker Line

Home arrivals 
Willem (Captain 
Mrs. L. M. Britton 
Miss B. A. Britton 
Miss D. L. Evans

Home arrivals 
S. Armitage), at

from British Guiana, in s.s. Prins Philips of 
Klein), at Liverpool, August 2nd :—

Miss P. Eytle
Mr. A. H. Hunte
Mr. T. T. Jones

from British Guiana,

Mr. & Mrs. E. Pilgrim
Miss J. A. Pistana
Miss W. A. Samuels

in s.s. Amakura (Captain
Liverpool, August 20th :—

Mr. & Mrs. B. A. Baxter Miss A. M. Grandsoult Mr. & Mrs P. A. Tickner
Mr. & Mrs. G. Grandsoult Rev. & Mrs. J. Griffith Mr. F. H. Wills
Miss E. L. Grandsoult

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. 
Gerrard), Liverpool, August 6th :—

Arakaka (Captain A. A.

Mr. & Mrs. G. L. Bunbury Mrs. V. E. Grey 
" " " “ Miss J. J. GreyMrs. N. H. Cheong 
Miss P. M. Ferreira Mrs. D. E. Jardine

Miss E. A. Jardine 
Mr. R. Slocombe

Sailings to British Guiana, in s.s. 
Carter), Liverpool, August 31st :—

Amakura (Captain J. A.

Mr. & Mrs. B. Fostei
Miss D. Green
Mis. C. Hinds

Mrs. A. R. Lee 
Miss A. F. Oswald 
Mrs. P. M. McGregor

Fyffes Line

Mr. H. S. Potts
Mr. & Mrs. T. C. Stibbs
Mi. & Mrs. M. Williamson

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Inch), at Avonmouth, July 31st :—

Bayano (Captain F. P.

Mrs. P. Bache 
Mrs. B. Blake 
Mrs. E. Brown 
Mr. D. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Butt 
Miss M. Carden 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clennett 
Mrs. E. Comrie 
Mrs. B. Donn 
Dr. A. Delgado 
Miss M. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Fenton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Ferguson 
Mrs. M. Fox 
Mrs. K. Graham 
Mr. R. Griffiths

Mr. C. Hardcastle 
Mr. C. Hart 
Mr. T. Haynes 
Mrs. N. Hills 
Miss M. Hodgson 
Mrs. W. Homer 
Miss Homer 
Mr. W. Hylton 
Mr. B. Latimer 
Mr. E. Levy 
Miss M. Liversidge 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Mitchell 
Miss M. Morris 
Mr. G. Newton 
Miss S. Owen 
Mr. V. Patterson

Home arrivals from Trinidad, in s.s. 
Roberts), at Rotterdam, August 12th :— 

Mr. & Mrs. C.
HeidenreichMr. & Mrs. A. Adamson 

Rev. Fr. P. Bergin 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Culhane Mr. J. Heidenreich

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
Dodd), London, August 14th :— 
Mrs. A. Browning Mrs. J. Linde
Miss I. Coley Miss L. Martin
Mrs. G. Clarke Mrs. M. McKenzie

Mr. A. Pigeon
Mr. & Mrs. R. Pilsbury 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Poxon 
Mrs. V. Reynolds 
Mr. D. Robinson 
Mr. B. Ross 
Dr. & Mrs. K. Royes 
Miss V. Ruddoch 
Mr. & Mrs. Sanguinetti 
Mr. J. Scott 
Miss J. Scowen 
Mr. E. Stiven 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Travares 
Mrs. V. Turner-Morrell 
Miss M. Verity 
Mr. H. Vernon
Matina (Captain H.

Miss M. Hendry 
Miss C. Lanyon 
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Starck

L Corrales (Captain W. J.

Miss I. McLaren 
Mrs. N. Perkins 
Mrs. I. Thomas

M 'nome'arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s^Ariguam (Captain G. S. 

Gracie), at Avonmouth, August 14th .
Mr. G. Baes
Mr. & Mrs. S. Brown
Miss V. Burke
Mr. R. Campbell
Miss L. A. Carty
Mr. & Mrs. A. Clapperton
Miss A. V. Clarke
Mr. J. Day
Miss C. L. Dent
Mr. H. R. Eastwood
Mr. Elder
Mr. W. Esson
Mr. & Mrs. F. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Fairweather

Mr. & Mrs. L. Goldfine
Miss D. E. Gray 
Miss A. K. Gunter 
Mr. T. Guyah 
Mrs. L. M. Hamilton 
Mrs. C. Hadden 
2nd Lt. Hargraves 
Mr. A. I. Hart 
Mr W. Donald-Hill 
Mr. H. R. Howard 
Mr. A. R. Hall 
Mr. G. W. Jackson 
Miss N. Jordon 
Miss M. Kendon 
Mr. D. W. Kyle

Miss E. A. MacHugh 
Mr. E. A. Macy 
Mr. H. D. Mills 
Miss D. R. Moody 
Mr M. H. Nabab-alie 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Nordstrom 
Miss E. L. Richards 
Mr. T. A. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Robison 
Miss J. Tudor-Jones 
Mr. E. Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Vaculik 
Mr. J. A. Whicker 
Miss D. E. Wynter

Trinidad, in s.s. GolfitoHome arrivals from Barbados and 16th:—
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, August Ibt

Barbados

Mr. W. H. Allan 
Mrs. E. N. Austin 
Mrs. E. Centeno 
Mr. J. W. Chenery 
Major & Mrs. P. Duke 
Miss K. C. Hawkins 
Mrs. M. L. Haynes

Dr. & Mrs. M. Boucaud 
Misses K. & M. Boucaud 
Sister M. Bradley 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Buchanan 
Misses J. & S. Buchanan 
Miss J. E. Chan 
Mr. & Mrs. W. P.

D’Andrade
Mr. R. De Leon 
Mr. C. E. Fraser 
Mr. & Mrs. J. K. Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. House

Miss A. J. Howell 
Mr. V. C. Hutson 
Miss M. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Jordan 
Miss D. M. Jordan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Lake 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Landels

Trinidad
Mr. H. R. Inglefield 
Mr. R. A. Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. H. I. Lee 
Miss A. Lee 
Dr. & Mrs. L. F. Lewis 
Miss S. R. Lewis 
Mr. G. C. MacMillan 
Mr. W. G. Marsh 
Mr. D. McBride 
Mr. & Mrs. R. McCullum 
Miss P. M. Merry 
Mrs, S, G, Moll

Mrs. F. L. Lynch 
Mr. & Mrs. M. A. Lynch 
Mrs. B. H. Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. J-Stocker 
Misses D. & H. Thorne 
Mr. & Mrs. H. P- .Trimmgham

Mr. & Mrs. D. Moore 
Mr. A. E. Mortlock 
Mr^&Mrs. J.eiNyPilgrim

Mr. P. R- Smith

Mn'&fcW. Thomas 
Miss W. E. Wainwright 
Mr A. E. Waterbury 
Mr. N. D. Williams

Cavina (Captain T. H.in s.s.
13th :—

Miss K. M. Fisher 
Mr. S. C. Galloway 
Miss E. Gopie 
Miss D. M. Green 
Mrs. J. M. Hall 
Mr. S. H. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hephei 
Mis. M. Von Huddle 
Miss A. D. Huntei 
Mr. G. W. Knight 
Miss E. M. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. C. McClaughry 
Hon. & Mrs. D. C.

MacGillivray 
Mr. R. K. McLeod 
Miss A. M. MacLusky 
Miss I. Mitchell

Home arrivals from Jamaica,
Bull), Avonmouth, August
Mr. R. E. Ashman 
Mr. G. V. Bautists 
Miss A. Bewick 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Bicknell 
Miss E. G. Bicknell 
Mr. P. C. Bourke 
Mr. R. C. Campbell 
Mrs. P. Campbell-Staples 
Miss R. Campbell-Staples 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Chisholm 
Miss A. M. Davis 
Mrs. D. H. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Dickson 
Mr. H. de C. Edmondson 
Mr. J. R. Elliott 
Miss P. K. Elliott 
Miss F. P. Facey

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. 
27thAvonmouth, August 

Mrs. V. B. Aguilar 
Sir Harold & Lady Allan 
Mrs. J. I. Bevan 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Bromfield 
Mr. A. E. Brooks 
Mrs. M. R. Burton 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Cahusac 
Mr. K. Cameron 
Rev. & Mrs. D. S. Ching 
Mr. M. A. Finlayson 
Mr. D. G. Fraser 
Mr. & Mrs. R. O. Girling 
Mrs. R. H. Golding 
Miss I. M. Grant

Mr. L. F. Morel 
Mr. H. A. Murray 
Misses A. & S. Parkinson 
Misses C. & L. Phillips 
Mrs. N. Prout 
Mr. H. G. Riley 
Miss M. E. Roche 
Major & Mrs. J. Sale 
Miss S. E. Sheldon 
Miss V. Smart 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Squires 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Thomas 
Mrs. V. Trotman 
Miss E. Vassell 
Miss D. White 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E.

Wool-Lewis

Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie),

Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Gregory 
Miss F. E. Hale 
Mr. H. W. Halstead 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Harvey 
Mr. & Mrs. B. A. Hay 
Mrs. Judah 
Mr. B. A. Judah 
Mr. P. J. Judah 
Miss E. B. King 
Miss E. M. Kingdon 
Mr. E. E. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Littleton 
Mrs. H. M. Martin 
Miss G. E. Middleton

Mr. L. L. Nunes 
Mrs. A. Puttick 
Miss G. L. Robertson 
Miss M. L. Rowsell 
Dr. R. Simpson 
Mrs. E. C. Skempton 
Mr. & Mrs. G. S.

Tai-Tenquee
Rev. & Mrs. W. Totty 
Miss M. R. Totty 
Rev. & Mrs. S. Walden 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Woolner 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wright

Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad in s s.. Golfito (Captain S. A. 
Sansworth), Southampton, September 6th .
oapbwuiv ), r G n Mrs. I. C. Morton
Mr. R. P. Armour Mi. H. L. Grogan
Mrs. J. W. Ashwell 
Prof. R. E. Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Ball 
Mr. O. E. Bildsoe- 

Thomsen
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Bruce 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Buchanan 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Calderwood 
Miss J. Calderwood 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Coleman 
Miss M. A. Conyers 
Miss D. A. Crick 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Dabinett 
Rev. K. W. Derham 
Capt. & Mrs. G.E.

K Dinneford
Rev. & Mrs. G. L Frost 
Capt. & Mrs. A. Gentle 
Mr. & Mis. G. M. Goidon 

” Giiffiths

Mis. S. G. Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. P. B.

Hutchinson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Jackson 
Mrs. F. C. James 
Miss V. E. James 
Mrs. M. Keen 
Miss M. Keating 
Mrs. M. Kidd 
Miss A. T. Knox 
Mr. D. M. MacPhail 
Dr. & Mis. H. Massiah 
Mrs. M. Massiah 
Mr. & Mrs. D. McBride 
Mr. S. McCune
Mr. & Mrs. P. McDermott 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Medford 
Mr. F. C. Mennie 
Mr. V. A. Millar 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Minors

Mr. H. A. Olton 
Mr. F. St. Olton 
Mr. F. Palomo 
Rev. J. E. Perkins 
Mr. & Mrs. N. A. Pike 
Mr. J. R. Ratcliff 
Mrs. C. A. Sayer 
Mrs. K. M. Sayer 
Mrs. L. A. Shields 
Mr. R. A. Silverlock 
Mr. P. S. Stone 
Mrs. M. E. Strother 
Miss J. Swain 
Dr. & Mrs. K. Swisterski 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Taylor 
Rev. & Mrs. N. Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Tidy 
Mrs. M. E. Walcott 
Mr. G. E. Willock 
Mrs. G. M. Yard

Miss M. E.

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
arrivals from the West Indies. m s± Cottica (Captain 

। Plymouth. July 24tn .
’ J . „ .. a W T on?

Home------
N. F. M. van Denn)
Dr. & Mrs. G. Acres 
Mr. L. de Castro 
Mr. & Mrs. L. G. Crease 
Mr. H. S. Chan 
Miss L. Chase 
Mr. C. Chung Wee 
Miss V. V. Collymorc 
Mr R. T. Colthurst 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Drawmer 
Miss W. A. Drawmer 
Mrs. M. E. Firkins

Mrs. P. M. de Freitas 
Mrs. P. A. Gonsalves 
Mr. C. S. Gomes 
Mr. S. A. Gomes 
Miss G. B. Gomes 
Mr. I. de Groot 
Mr R. D. Hanoman 
Miss V. L Hing 
Major W. H. King 
Miss E. A. King

Mr. A. W. Long 
Mr. D. C. McGuffie
Mr. F. O. Pilgrim
Mr. & Mrs. F. H. Pollard
Miss J. M. Reid 
Mr. N. E. Rodrigues
Mn R. A. Sertimer
Mr. & Mrs. H. Windebank

M. C. WindebankMiss 
Mrs. U. V. Wray

Home
s.s. Willemstad

arrivals 25th
° ’ Mr C. R. PenfieldMr. T. S. Epps Mr- ...

Mr. W. Garcia 
Mr. G. Good

(Captain W. Chr. van 
Mr. & Mrs. I. Arano 
Mr. I. Balmer
Mr. & Mrs. P. J. Bedaf 
Mr. M. Bell 
Mr. P. S. Bramwell 
Mr. I’. Burns 
Mr. D. Carthy 
Mr. J. Clark 
Mr. J. F. Cooper 
Mrs. H. M. Davis 
Mr. P. J- Davis 
Mr. R. Denver

Mr. A. T. Guy
Mr. J. Henry
Mr. P. Hyland
Mr. N. Karlsbad
Mr. F. Larravide
Mr. I. MacKay
Mr. P. MarkamMr. & Mrs. J. McDonald

Mr. G. W. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Rostan t 
Mr. M. C. Shutt 
Mr. K. G. Smith 
Mr. J. Stephenson 
Mr. B. Sykes
Mr. W. Watson 
Mr. W. Webster 
Mr. H. A. Williams 
Mr. H. Wilson

Mr. J. G. Murray
Home arrivals from the West Indiesb in s.s. Bonaire (Captain 

H Buytenhuys), Plymouth, August 30th.
MiSS^’ M c"Kshaw MS E. BUC.aFung

Holder

Mrs. M. G. Lomas

Miss a.*.---- -, 
Mr. M. De Abreu Hon.

Mr. G. 0. Mercurius

L & M “ F. W. Holder Roberts

(Continued on next page)
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West Indian Passenger List—continued.
French Line

Stocks and Shares
Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Colombie (Captain P 

Kerharo), from Southampton, August 9th :—

--------- September ]Ath, 1951
The latest prices and those of a year ago are shown below :—

Mr. E. Adsetts 
Miss S. Agard 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Ahwai 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Angoy 
Miss L. Angoy 
Miss E. Armstrong 
Mr. G. Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Barker 
Miss J. Barker 
Mr. A. Barnard 
Mr. M. Barosa 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barron 
Miss D. Barron 
Mrs. L. Beckels 
Mrs. M. Bell 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Brandon 
Mrs. E. Briggs 
Mrs. E. Bruce 
Mr. A. Brunnschweiler 
Mr. A. Bynoe 
Miss M. Byron 
Mr. & Mrs. Campbell 
Mrs. W. Charters 
Mrs. G. Choppin 
Mr. W. Cooke 
Miss S. D’Abadie 
Mr. P. Davey 
Miss S. Dieffenthaller 
Miss H. Dupigny 
Mr. C. Elsbury 
Mr. J. Freilich 
Miss C. Gall 
Mr. O. George 
Mr. J. Gittens 
Mr. M. Gonzales

Mr. E. Gonzales 
Mr. F. Gonzales 
Mr. E. Hackett 
Mr. H. Harewood 
Mrs. M. Haynes 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Hinton 
Miss H. Hinton 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Hobson 
Miss P. Hobson 
Mrs. I. Holder 
Mr. G. Jack 
Mr. H. Jennings-Clark 
Mr. J. Jarvis 
Mrs. M. Jarvis 
Mr. & Mrs. E. King 
Miss B. King 
Miss P. King 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Krogh 
Miss M. Krogh 
Mr. H. Lampkin 
Mr. A. Lawrence 
Mr. R. Leacock 
Mr. N. Lechmere-Guppy 
Miss U. Leslie 
Mr. J. Lindley 
Mrs. E. Low 
Miss M. Low 
Mr. J. McNulty 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Maingot 
Miss G. Maingot 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Mathieson 
Mrs. M. Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Pairaideau 
Mrs. M. Parker

Mr. J. Phelan 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phillips 
Miss M. Piggings 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Pocock 
Mr. M. Pocock 
Mr. W. Pocock 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Quinn 
Mrs. L. Roberts 
Mr. A. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Rudolf 
Miss F. Rudolf 
Mr. J. Ryan 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Shrubb 
Miss C. Shrubb
Baron & Lady Simon of 

Wythenshawe 
Mr. D. Singh 
Mr. K. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. W. Steiger 
Miss U. Steiger 
Miss G. Steiger 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Sweet 
Miss L. Sweet 
Mrs. O. Sweeting 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Tasker 
Miss M. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Upton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Waller 
Miss J. Waller 
Mr. L. Ward 
Mrs. M. Wastell 
Miss B. Watson 
Miss E. Wigley 
Mr. F. Williams-Smith

Dividend for Latest Price
Latest Year Quotation Sept. 4th, 1950

2} 
31

Consols
War Loan

64
87

66xd
88

70} 
94}

72} 
95}

25 Angostura Bitters ... 63/9 66/3 76/3 81/3
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/71 38/11 35/- 37/6
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6

♦30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 47/11 48/0} 35/— 37/6
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 43/6 46/6 49/- 53/-

*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 33/9 36/3 29/- 31/-
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22'6 25'- 23/9 26/3
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/- 1/41 1/10} 1/6 1/9
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/- 2/6 3/- 2/7} 3/1}
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/3 5/3 4/9 5/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 13/3 14/3 10/3 11/3
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 23/- 25/- 46/3 48/3f— Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/- 3/-
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 215/- 235/- 205/- 225/-

*171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar 62/6 63/9 60/- 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 19/- 16/3 17/6
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 20/6 22/6 20/- 21/-*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 31/3 32/9 24/- 26/-

*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 36/101 39/41 24/6 26/651 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 22/— 23/- 21/9 22/9
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 4/9 5/6
8} United British Oilfields 6/8 26/- 27/— 20/6 22/65 1 West Indies Sugar ... 21/3 23/9 21/6 23/66 1 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

*Free of Income Tax. f £1 shares.

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. Gascogne (Captain Raveau), 
Southampton, August 30th :—

Visitors from Overseas

Mr. S. Adepegpa 
Miss D. Bacchus 
Mr. H. Barr 
Mr. C. Barrow 
Miss M. Batty 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Batty 
Mrs. H. Benson 
Miss J. Benson 
Mr. F. Benson 
Mr. D. Brewin 
Miss M. Browning 
Mrs. F. Browning 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Case 
Mr. P. Class 
Mr. P. Cornwall 
Mr. R. Coster 
Mr. J. Davise 
Mr. T. Dickinson 
Mr. O. Donald 
Miss M. Doughty 
Mr. E. Drake 
Mis. K. Duckett 
Mr. A. Duff 
Miss C. Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Eastley 
Mr. D. Edwards 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Fitzpatrick

Mr. F. Harding 
Mr. L. Hait 
Mr. & Mis. L. Haskett 
Mr. W. Hirst 
Miss M. Jeiemy 
Mr. J. Keith 
Mrs. K. Kitching 
Miss M. Kitching 
Mr. R. Lister
Mr. & Mrs. J. Marryshow 
Miss D. Matthews 
Mr. & Mrs. A. McKenley 
Mr. & Mrs. T. McKenzie 
Mr. I. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. R. Miller
Mr. J. Morales 
Miss B. Morris 
Dr. Doreen Murray 
Mr. E. Neil 
Miss C. O’Hara 
Miss Y. Onsorge 
Mr. J. Pickering 
Miss E. Poniska 
Mrs. A. Rakowska-

Lecomte 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Redhead

Miss V. Ross-Crawford 
Mr. R. Sands 
Miss V. Shervey 
Mr. A. Sinanan 
Mrs. M. Sinanan 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Slominski 
Miss A. Slominski 
Mr. G. Speers 
Mr. S. Spouse 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Stoute 
Mr. B. Tarr 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Taylor 
Miss E. Taylor 
Mr. P. Thompson 
Miss A. Toppin 
Mr. J. Ure 
Mr. R. Waddell 
Mrs. M. Webster 
Miss J. Webster 
Mr. Alan Wharton 
Mr. & Mrs. Aldwyn

Wharton 
Mr. P. Wheatley 
Mr. I. Will 
Mr. D. Williams 
Mr. W. Young

Jt would greatly facilitate the forwarding of correspondence if 
members of the West India Committee visiting this country 

would inform the Secretary of the date of their arrival and the 
address or addresses to which they would like The West India 
Committee Circular and correspondence despatched.

Hon. T. Henry Mayers, K.C. 
Hon. F. E. Morrish,

Sugar Bags in Mauritius

Progress of Fibre Industry
The Port Louis correspondent of New Commonwealth 

contributes to the current issue a note on the develop­
ment of the fibre industry in Mauritius.

Production last year was 1,713 tons—426 tons more 
than m the previous year. Of the total the govern­
ment sack factory took 1,180 tons and 533 tons were 
exported. Producers are extending their operations 
and it is estimated that by the end of 1953 some 20,000 
acres wiH be under henequen (Agave fourcroydes) and 
sisal (A. sisalanaY including about 2,000 acres of regular 
plantations. °

The sugar industry has voted a sum of Rs. 50,000 for 
grants to producers to encourage the extension of’regular 
plantations. The sack factory is to be enlarged, and 
it is estimated that from the end of 1953 half of the 
bags needed for packing Mauritius sugar will be manu­
factured locally.

Mr. A. C. Barnes, C.M.G. 
Major C. J. Bettencourt-

Gomes, B.E.M.
Mr. W. Breaks
Commander C. S. Bushe
Mr. L. A. Bushe
Miss Frances R. G. Cameron 
Mr. E. H. Clarke
Hon. W. Harrison Courtenay, 

O.B.E.
Sir Errol dos Santos, C.B.E.
Mr. T. O. Dowding
Mr. A. G. Forbes
Mrs. Elsie Gamble
Mr. R. L. Getty, M.Sc.
Mr. George C. Green, 

C.M.G., M.B.E.
Mr. H. S. Halsall
Mr. L. A. Hares
Mr. D. Howard
Mrs. J. B. Hutchinson
Sir Wilfrid Jackson, G.C.M.G.
Captain R. S. Landry
Mr. J. Hamilton Maurice, B.A.

M.I.Mech.E.
Lieut.-Col. E. F. Moulton-

Barrett, O.B.E., M.C.
Mr. J. Nunes
Mr. Robert Nyack
Mr. Guy O. M. O’Reilly, K.C. 
Major A. C. Paton
Mr. J. Perry
Mr. Arthur Ridehalgh
Mr. Norman C. Robinson, 

A.M.I.Mech.E.
Mr. C. G. O. Roe 
Miss Olive Rose 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Prof. C. Y. Shephard, C.B.E. 
Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
Mrs. E. May Westwood 
Mr. Roy Wilson
Lieut.-Col. F. Wood, M.B.E.
H.E. Sir Charles Woolley, 

K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C.
Mrs. G. M. Yard

Trinidad Cocoa Prices
It is reported that the Trinidad Cocoa Exporters’ 

Committee have recently announced a reduction in the 
local prices for cocoa to $46 per fanega (110 lb.) for 

Kinds ” and $42 Per fanega for “ Estates.” 
° per fane£a less than the record prices of $56 

and $52 respectively, which were reached on March 3rd 
oi this year.

, Members °f the West India Committee are invited 
to further the work of the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for election
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The Commonwealth Sugar Agreement

Representatives of the sugar producers and 
sugar producing territories of the Commonwealth, 
as reported elsewhere in this issue, have assembled 

in London for discussions with each other, and later with 
representatives of His Majesty’s Government in the 
United Kingdom, with a view to completing the text of 
the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement on the general 
lines agreed in the winter of 1949-50, and amplified by 
subsequent undertakings, and also for the purpose of 
negotiating the 1952 sugar price.

During the previous negotiations there was necessarily 
some uncertainty about the extent of the United King­
dom requirements of sugar for domestic consumption, 
which the Ministry of Food felt could not be estimated 
at any higher figure than 2,550,000 tons so long as 
rationing continued in this country. In July, 195°, 
when refusing a request by the British West Indian 
colonies for an immediate increase of the quantity which 
the United Kingdom had agreed to buy at reasonably 
remunerative prices to be negotiated annually, however, 
it was announced on behalf of His Majesty’s Govern­
ment that that quantity would be increased at least in 
proportion to the amount by which actual consumption 
proved to exceed the estimate in the light of a special 
examination of the position in 1953. By that time it was 
apparently hoped that a period of twelve months un­
rationed consumption would have elapsed. Common 
wealth producers will indeed hope for derationing o 
sugar in 1952, not only because derationing then is a 
necessary antecedent to the special examination in , 
but also because the longer rationing continues e 
longer will people learn to do without sugar an e 
lower will be the demand when rationing ceases.

It is, of course, too early to abandon hope that 
rationing may end in time to enable the special examina­
tion to be made in 1953 and that a higher estimate of 
United Kingdom consumption may then prove jusu 
liable. Nevertheless, it is unfortunately only too clear 
that other assumptions concerning the ex en_ , ,
outlet within the Commonwealth for Commonwealth 
sugar were, to say the least, somewhat pmma • 
the first place, when the United Kingdom si tnnwn 
conclude a trade agreement with Cuba became kno , 
the Canadian Government were left ^1? ’
in all the circumstances, but to look to Cuba and 
foreign sources supplying sugar, although p 
the Dominion had been accustomed to buy sugar alm 
exclusively from Commonwealth producers. 

assumptions regarding the extent to which domestic 
beet sugar production in the United Kingdom would 
affect the need for other Commonwealth sugar would 
also seem to require reconsideration.

Two main problems arise. For Commonwealth 
producers, how to retain the Canadian market. The 
awakening of political consciousness in the colonial 
Empire and especially in the British West Indian 
colonies has tended to engender too great a faith in the 
power of political influence. This will not impress 
Canada. There, only one hope remains—that the 
whole community, and especially those engaged in 
trading with Canada, will concentrate on devising means 
for restoring normal trading relations in the shortest 
possible time and to the fullest possible extent. It will 
not be enough merely to avoid recurrences of the 
unfortunate pinpricks such as have irritated Canada 
in the recent past. For the rest, it should be a reason­
able assumption that the British authorities m control 
of dollar exchange will appreciate that loss of dollar 
sales to Canada must follow failure to provide dollars 
in reasonable measure for imports from Canada The 
second problem is one for the United Kingdom to face, 
especially bearing in mind her heavy responsibility for 
the recent deterioration in the outlook for Common 
wealth sugar—to provide the largest possible market 
for Commonwealth sugar in this country. If the 
constantly reiterated professions by British political 
leaders of all parties of concern for colonial development 
and welfare are sincere, as we have no doubt arC’ 
then at least His Majesty's Government will desire to 
ensure that the formal Commonwealth sugar agreement 
wTrestore to Commonwealth sugar producers as far 
Z may now be possible advantages fully commensurate 
with those that were envisaged when the agreement 
was accepted by Commonwealth producers. It is 

to see how that can be effected, short of an 
undertaking that priority shall be offered to Common­
wealth sugar producers to supply all sugar required by 
the United Kingdom for domestic consumption at prices 
S£ reSably remunerative to.efficient producers 
toe-ether with an acceptance of responsibui y 
disposal oTall other Commonwealth sugar offered within 
^production limits that have been prescribed.

The subscription for Membership^ the 

Committee, which is payable on election, i £ 
annum for individuals and £5 5s. fo f • 
the case of individuals elected on or £
initial subscription is 15s. and in that of firms £2 12s. 6d. 
Subscriptions are renewable on January Isi.
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ondoner’s
QioteLo^

AS it was with George V, few people realized the 
depth of their own personal feeling for the King 
until his life was in danger. Throughout the days 

when regular bulletins were being issued by the doctors, 
there was always a crowd outside the Palace railings, 
waiting they scarcely knew for what, but dumbly 
expressing the universal anxiety ; and there has been 
devout relief everywhere to find that his convalescence 
after the operation has proceeded without any kind of 
complication. That this is really true is sufficiently 
indicated by the fact that Princess Elizabeth, though 
she postponed her departure for a week, was able to 
leave with Prince Philip on their tour of the Dominion 
of Canada.

But although the King’s recovery after the operation 
has been as smooth as the most optimistic could have 
dared to hope, it has unhappily to be recognized that 
permanent effects remain. The operation called re­
section of the lung may be expected to relieve His 
Majesty completely and finally of the trouble that 
made it necessary ; but it does so at the cost of depriving 
him of the use of one lung altogether. The physical 
resources needed to meet the demands of his arduous 
life are, it must be feared, seriously reduced.

* * *
During the King’s illness Councillors of State have 

been appointed to discharge most of his state functions ; 
and, since the Regency Act names them as the Queen 
and the four adults next in succession to the Throne, 
it follows that Princess Margaret, who came of age in 
August, takes up this exalted office for the first time— 
displacing her cousin Lord Harewood, who was 
previously the fifth on the list. Since two signatures are 
sufficient on State papers, it has in fact generally been 
Princess Margaret who has signed with the Queen, at 
any rate since her sister left the country.

* * *
I have wondered whether it is partly the mood of 

sobriety induced by prolonged anxiety about the King 
that has taken most of the passion out of the general 
election campaign. That of 1950 was rather quiet ; 
but this is quieter still. But another reason is there is 
no chance of a dramatic clash of opposite policies. 
Whichever party is found in power after October 25th 
everybody knows that the greater part of its programme 
is mapped out for it in advance by grim necessity. The 
nation has two tasks, closely linked together—to com­
plete rearmament and to bridge the dollar gap ; and our 
noses are too close to the grindstone to look very far 
to left or right. So the question before the electorate 
is really this : given a more or Jess compulsory policy 
which can be only slightly modified in one direction or 
the other, which of two teams would you rather trust 
to carry it out ?

* * *

Since there is so little in the way of a clear-cut issue 
over specific measures, it is a great advantage to the 
Conservatives to be on the offensive. The foreign trade 

deficit of £450,000,000, and the melancholy and re­
morseless rise in the cost of living, are laid to the 
charge of Socialism ; and it is of little use for the Govern­
ment to blame the Korean war, for it is easily shown that 
the inflation has been in continuous progress since 
1946. On top of this come the calamities in the Middle 
East. Mr. Morrison, the extremely able tactician and 
organizer of the Labour Party in everything to do with 
home affairs, when transferred to the unfamiliar field 
of the Foreign Office, has shown less understanding of 
international relations. The Conservatives blame him, 
not so much for declining to fight at Abadan as their 
opponents represent their argument, as for the continual 
shifting of ground throughout the negotiations and the 
use of language that sounded like a threat of force, which 
when it came to a crisis was shown to be mere bluff. It 
looks as if the Government were gambling on the hope 
that the Persian Prime Minister, Dr. Mossadeq, would be 
overthrown before they need show their hands; and that 
now the bluff has been called. The blow to national 
prestige abroad and to national pride at home is very 
severe, and is no doubt reflected in the prompt offensive 
against British influence which has been taken by the 
Government of Egypt. The Opposition would not be 
human if they did not use these sticks to belabour the 
Government; and so we have the rather unusual spec­
tacle of a general election largely turning upon foreign 
policy.

* * *
On the positive side the Conservatives have been very 

shy of giving any concrete details of what they propose 
to do to cope with the economic problems of the day, 
and especially with the increased cost of living. For 
this reticence they cannot fairly be blamed, for they 
have been six years out of office and do not possess 
the full information available to Ministers of what can 
or cannot be done. But their main remedy for the 
straightened circumstances of the nation is to increase 
production by removing restrictions and encouraging 
private enterprise by the reward of initiative. It was 
crystallized by Mr. Churchill in his pre-election broadcast 
—a more cautious but more effective performance than 
last year—as substituting the ladder for the queue.

* * *
In replying to this phrase on behalf of the Government, 

the Prime Minister tacitly acknowledged that it really 
did sum up the difference in fundamental philosophy 
between the parties. Mr. Attlee’s retort was that there 
is not much room on a ladder. That is to say, Socialism 

oes m act believe in the queue ; interpreting the 
^taphor, it stands for the principle of equal (or, as

Labour Party officially puts it, fair) shares of the 
availablf ,stock of goods, as against the Con- 

ldea °f ^^mg the total by encouraging 
those who can produce more to earn more. Neither 

°f Cames its Particular doctrine to
&es; • ^nservatives would fix a minimum 

earnings below which no-one should be allowed 
(Continued on page 232)
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The West India Committee West Indian Federation

AT a meeting of the Executive of the West India 
Committee held on September 18th the following 

five candidates were admitted to membership :—
Name

Lt. Commander Clifford 
Pain, R.N. (London)

Mr. Robert Sydney Miller 
(British Guiana)

Mr. Edric Connor

(London)
Mr. Dudley L. Ferguson

(Grenada)
Mr. James Foulis Hay

(Country)

Proposer and Seconder 
fMr. J. M. Campbell.
1 Mr. H. Alan Walker.
J Mr. H. R. Guy.
(G. Bettencourt and Co. Ltd.
J Mr. J. M. Campbell.
1 Mr. H. Alan Walker.
J Jonas Browne & Hubbard Ltd. 
JMr. G. G. Glenister.
J Mr. W. A. Coupland, C.A. 
\Mr. Archibald Gillies.

Mr. Barton’s Appointment
The chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell, informed the 

meeting that in October, 1949, the post of secretary to 
the West India Committee had become vacant, and that 
Booker Bros. McConnell & Co. Ltd. had agreed to make 
available to the Committee on secondment the services of 
one of their managing directors, Mr. A. E. V. Barton, 
for a period of two years, when the matter would be 
reviewed. Mr. Barton, on his appointment as secretary, 
had ceased to be a managing director of the company 
but had continued to be a director.

The period had now expired, and the treasurers of the 
Committee, said the chairman, had informed Mr. 
Barton that they believed it would be the wish of the 
executive that he should continue as secretary.

On the proposal of Mr. E. Cassleton Elliott, seconded 
by Lieut.-Colonel J. Alan de Pass, the appointment of 
Mr. Barton was confirmed.

The chairman then announced that Mr. Barton had 
decided that to retain an active association with Booker 
Bros, would be incompatible with his position as 
secretary of the West India Committee and accordingly 
had tendered his resignation to the board.

Obituary
The chairman referred, with great regret to the 

deaths of Mr. Alexander Elder, Sir William Morrison 
and Mr. G. W. Aldridge.

U.K. Banana Imports from B.W.L

Following the hurricane of August 17th, banana 
shipments from Jamaica were much reduced. During 
September a total of 273,372 bunches reached the 
United Kingdom, against 590,801 bunches in Augus 
and 536,361 bunches in September, 1950.

It is expected that an interval of some months will 
elapse before supplies are resumed.

Imports for the year 1951, to the end of September 
totalled 3,704,210 bunches, agamst 4,331 »^Obimches 
for the corresponding period in 1950. Imports du g 
the whole of 1950 were 5,845,173 bunches.

Two shipments of bananas from Dominica, totalling 
67,000 bunches, arrived in the United Kingdom during 
September, bringing supplies from this source since th 
beginning of 1951 to 235,000 bunches.

London Conference Proposed
At a meeting of the Jamaica House of Representatives 

on August 15th, a resolution was passed which 
accepted the aim of West Indian Federation ; proposed 
the setting up of a joint committee of Members of the 
House of Representatives and the Legislative Council 
to consider the Standing Closer Association Committee’s 
Report ; and advocated that a conference in London of 
West Indian Representatives be called by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to discuss British West Indian 
federation.

A similar resolution was passed by the Legislative 
Council on September 21st.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. James 
Griffiths, on September 28th, sent the following message 
to the Governor of Jamaica

“ I should like you to know how much I welcome the 
resolutions passed by the House of Representatives and 
Legislative Council on the subject of West Indian 
Federation. Subject to the views of the other colonies 
that have accepted the principle of federation, I also 
welcome the proposals to hold a conference in London.

“ I note that a joint committee of the Legislature is 
being set up in Jamaica to consider the details of the 
proposals in the report of the Standing Closer Association 
Committee. The suggested conference could be held 
when the report of this joint committee and the results 
of any similar studies that may be made in other 
colonies are available.

“ It would seem that the conference might then be 
held early next year. This would give time for the 
remaining colonies to decide whether or not, they wish 
to participate in the projected federation.”

Current Sugar Talks

A delegation from the British West Indies Sugar 
Association arrived in London during the first half of 
October to form a team with members of the West 
India Committee for discussions between Common­
wealth sugar exporters and H.M. Government m order 
to complete the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. Ihe 
negotiation of the 1952 import price will follow.

Domestic discussions among the Commonwealth re­
presentatives commenced in tbe bbra}^
India Committee on October 11th although all the 
representatives from the Dominions had not yet arrived 

on that date.
The British West Indian representatives are
British West Indies Sugar Association : Mr. G. M 

Eccles (who is leading the delegation pending the arrival 
of Mr. H. E. Robinson, chairman of the Association), 
Mr R. L. M. Kirkwood, Mr. G. D. L. Pile, Mr. H. A. 
Cuke, Mr. K. McCowan (secretary of the Association).

West India Committee: Mr. J. M. Campbell (chap­
man), Mr. H. Alan Walker (vice-chairman), Mr. J. M. du 
Buisson (vice-president), Mr. A. E. V. Barton (secretary).
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{Continued from page 230)

to fall, while the trade unions, by their policy of differ­
ential wages, are constantly asserting the claim of the 
good workman to his reward. But, still, the declared 
policy of Labour on the main issue is diametrically 
opposed to that of the Conservatives : it is to keep 
down the cost of living by maintaining, and if necessary 
intensifying, the restrictions and controls which the 
Opposition, in the name of productivity, propose to 
remove.

* * *

In foreign policy, which has become so prominent in 
the election, the Government have been hard put to it 
to make any defence of their handling of the Persian 
crisis, where the visible loss of everything that has been 
accomplished by 40 years of British effort in the oil­
fields makes havoc of their elaborate arguments that 
they could have done no other than they did. They 
have been induced to try to meet the Conservative 
denunciation and promise of a stronger policy after a 
change of Government by asserting or insinuating that 
such a policy is likely to lead to world war. The 
whispering campaign to the effect that Mr. Winston 
Churchill is a war-monger, which has been continuing 
off and on for years, has been intensified in these weeks. 
Sometimes the more responsible Labour leaders have 
seemed to disclaim it, but it has been renewed ; and a 
week before the polls the charge was repeated by 
no less a person than Mr. Herbert Morrison in his 
broadcast. It has rather tended to take the place 
of the old cry that the Tories, on their alleged record 
between the wars, stand for mass unemployment. 
The flagrant injustice to Mr. Churchill is manifest to 
all intelligent electors, and many of these have certainly 
been alienated. But not all voters have critical minds ; 
and there is evidence that in some areas this attempt 
to make party capital of the universal loathing of 
war is gaining votes.

* * *

The great question-mark in this election hangs over the 
disposal of the Liberal vote. The party—no doubt 
partly because their war-chest is empty—have at last 
abandoned the claim that they represent an alternative 
Government. In place of the 465 candidates of 1950 
the great majority of whom lost their deposits, they 
are now putting up only 109, in constituencies where 
they think they have still some chance of election 
and they may increase by one or two their representa­
tion of 9 in the last House. But what no-one can tell 
is how the Liberals will vote in constituencies where 

?andidate °f their own. At headquarters, 
the high dignitaries of the Party are more inclined to 
fraternize with the Conservatives than with Labour ; 
and it is interesting that Mr. Winston Churchill has 
appeared in person on the platform of Lady Violet 
Bonham-Carter, Mr. Asquith’s daughter, who is a 
candidate for Colne Valley. But Liberals are by 
definition individualists, and no-one can say that the 
apparent lead from London will be followed at the 
ballot-box. If, where there is a straight fight between 
Conservative and Labour, the Liberals even divided 
^y’+ shoAuld/ay ^at a ehange of Government was a 
certainty. As it is, there is an element of doubt.

I have never known an election in which the sample 
polls of public opinion have been followed so closely. 
There are two main rival organizations doing this work— 
which have agreed pretty closely—and a few prophets 
who base their forecasts on less strictly mathematical 
calculations. Since the result will be known before 
these words are read, there is not much point in going 
into detail; but as a matter of interest, it seems that the 
Conservatives went off with a very big lead when the 
election was first announced, and the Socialists have been 
steadily overhauling them ever since, with the Liberals 
dropping further and further to the rear Originally the 
Tories led by 11 per cent of the total electorate ; four 
days before the decision the best estimate seems to be 
that the Conservatives command 50 per cent and 
Labour 47 per cent of those who have made up their 
minds. On these figures it is computed that the Con­
servatives would have a majority of 93 in the House of 
Commons—always supposing that the result is not 
completely upset by the voters who are still undecided. 
And they are sufficiently numerous to keep Labour in 
power by perhaps a majority of 20, if they nearly all 
came down on that side of the fence.

Nevertheless the Conservatives appear to stand 
distinctly better than did Labour at this time last year. 
The only reason why I do not now say that their victory 
is secure is that I happened to meet Dr. Gallup at dinner 
the night before the last Presidential election in America, 
and was in South Africa House while the results of the 
last general election in the Union were coming in. 
Remembering on those two occasions how completely the 
victories of Mr. Dewey and General Smuts were taken for 
granted, I resolved never again to imagine that there 
are certainties in politics.

The Pictorial Pages

a Common Hall in the Guildhall on September 
29th Sir Leslie Boyce was chosen as Lord Mayor 

for the civic year beginning on November 9th. After 
Sir Leslie had declared his consent to serve he was 
invested with his Shrieval chain.

On October 10th the Lord Mayor-elect waited on the 
Lord Chancellor at the House of Lords to request the 
King’s approval of the choice of the citizens. Presenting 
the Lord Mayor-elect to the Lord Chancellor, the 
Recorder, Sir Gerald Dodson, said that Sir Lesli4 had 
set out from a remote corner of New South Wales to 
discover Whittington’s London for himself.

The Lord Chancellor said that he had it in command 
to say that the King had been pleased to approve the 
election It was no surprise to him to convey that 
message for it would need a historian to discover whether 

?Td T* failed to aPProve the decision 
ot the City of London.
ta£ne ??ctO6iapi ” th,e first of the pictorial pages was 
House of Lords B°yCe Were leavinS the

’?Ue °f tbe CiRCULar appears 
The^h + Election of 1951 will have been decided, 
mrcti™ bT™1* °n SeCOnd pa§e shows a typical 

taken at while
was address,™ John Stevas, one of the candidates, 
was addressing a meeting outside a motor works.
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Raw Materials Conference British Guiana Rice

Commonwealth Meeting in London
A meeting of Commonwealth Ministers concerned 

with supply and production was held in London 
towards the end of September, for the purpose of 
exchanging views on the problems facing the whole 
Commonwealth in regard to production and exchange 
of raw materials and manufactured goods, especially 
capital goods in which most members of the Common­
wealth are vitally interested.

Mr. R. R. Stokes, United Kingdom Minister of 
Materials, presided, and the colonies were represented 
on the United Kingdom delegation by the Minister of 
State for the Colonies, assisted by 21 advisers from 
various colonial territories. The British Caribbean 
governments elected to send a regional team which in­
cluded Ministers or members of Executive Councils from 
Jamaica (Hon. D. B. Sangster), Trinidad and Tobago 
(Hon. Albert Gomes), British Guiana (Hon. W. J. 
Raatgever) and Barbados (Sir John Saint). It is 
reported that the manner in which the colonial repre­
sentatives dealt with their own problems made a very 
favourable impression on the delegations from other 
parts of the Commonwealth.

At the final session on September 27th the following 
conclusions were agreed :—

That if efforts to provide rising standards of living 
both inside and outside the Commonwealth were not 
to be impeded, the continuous development of supplies 
of raw materials to keep pace with the expansion of 
industrial capacity, and maintenance of the free flow 
of exports of capital goods and other essential manu­
factures, must both be ensured.

That the International Materials Conference should 
continue to receive the support of Commonwealth 
countries both in arranging measures for dealing with 
current shortage and allocation problems and for such 
other matters as might be agreed to be appropriate.

That while the meeting recognized the importance 
of increased production of raw materials from Common­
wealth countries and noted with satisfaction that m 
many of them plans were well advanced for expanding 
supplies of certain materials which were in particularly 
short supply including copper, zinc, tungsten, man­
ganese and nickel, nevertheless a great deal more 
required to be done and could be done, but the material 
factor towards achievement was the provision of capital 
equipment, without which, in fact, no early increase 
could be obtained. Arrangements should be made for 
the practical measures necessary for these developments 
to be pursued in discussion between individual countries.

The meeting recognized the need for continued and 
increased supplies of capital and other essential goods 
both for the economic development of Commonwealth 
countries, having regard to their different stages> of 
development, and for stimulating the contribution 
which they could make towards increasing supplies oi 
raw materials. It took note of the fact that, despi 
the limitations which the progress of rearmament and 
the present shortage of certain materials nnposed upon 
the United Kingdom’s exports m this field, the United 

{Continued at foot of next column)

Arbitration Board Fixes Prices
The arbitration board which was set up to settle the 

prices for the sale of rice by British Guiana to Trinidad, 
Barbados and the Leeward Islands met in Georgetown 
on September 4th and 5th.

It has decided that for the remaining three years of the 
contract from January 1st, 1952, the price of rice under 
the contract shall be :—

{a) “ Super ” rice

(6) “ First quality ” rice

(c) “ Second quality ” rice

$19.65 per bag of 180 lb. gross 
f.o.b. Georgetown.

$18.75 per bag of 180 lb. gross 
f.o.b. Georgetown.

$17.85 per bag of 180 lb. gross 
f.o.b. Georgetown.

Under the contract a uniform price for rice was fixed 
for a period of five years in the first instance and is now 
fixed for a further period of three years. The board, 
however, recorded that, during the course of its delibera­
tions, it became evident that the fixing of a price for a 
period of years was not in the best interest of either 
party. It considered that the views expressed in the 
preamble of the contract would continue to be valid, but 
in any future contract it strongly recommended that the 
price of rice should be negotiated annually.

[As announced in last Circular, Dr. W. M. Clyde is inde­
pendent chairman of the board.]

Caribbean Co-operation

B.W.L Cattle for French Guiana
Tn an effort to rehabilitate the livestock industry in 
1 French Guiana the agricultural department of that 
territory has decided to establish a stock-raising centre, 
comprising an animal husbandry station, demonstration 
paddocks, a stud farm and an experimental station for 
fodder plants.

The Prefect of French Guiana recently applied to the 
Caribbean Commission for assistance in acquiring the 
necessary foundation stock, and inquired if it would be 
possible to buy from the British territories half-bred 
Zebu-Holstein and Zebu-Red Poll bulls and heifers, 
and young pure-bred Berkshire and Large Black boars 
and sows from selected parents.

The Commission approached the authorities m the 
British Caribbean territories and announced on October 
10th that Jamaica, Barbados and British Guiana had all 
expressed willingness to provide such stock, although 
Trinidad and Tobago and St. Kitts were not in a position 
to do so at present.

Kingdom hoped to maintain these exports at the 1950 
level. It was also noted that the present causes of 
supply difficulties were likely to bear less heavily upon 
the exports of United Kingdom consumer goods, supplies 
of which in many parts of the Commonwealth helped m 
the improvement of living standards and served as a 
necessary incentive to production.

Arrangements were agreed upon for the fuller exchange 
of information and for facilitating deliveries of United 
Kingdom exports to Commonwealth countries.
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Hurricane Relief in U.K. New Chief Justice of Bermuda

Fund Now Exceeds £114,000
giNCE last Circular was published a further ¿22,000 

has been received by the Jamaica Hurricane Relief 
Fund in the United Kingdom bringing the total to 
over ¿114,000. In addition to this sum many thousands 
of pounds have been sent direct to the Governor of 
Jamaica by firms and individuals on this side.

The fund has benefited considerably as a result of 
collections taken at athletic meetings, and by dances, 
concerts, variety and other shows.

At an athletic meeting arranged by Mr. Arthur Wint, 
at Motspur Park, Sir John Huggins, chairman of the 
fund, made an appeal during the interval, and ¿181 
was collected. Through the courtesy of the Evening 
News, a collection was taken at an athletic match held at 
the White City, and as a result of an appeal by Mr. 
Wint no less than ¿327 was contributed to the fund.

The all-star variety show held at the Whitehall 
Theatre on October 14th was an outstanding success, 
and the fund will benefit to the extent of about ¿900.

A dance-cabaret held at Brentford, and arranged by 
a committee of wholesalers, retailers and porters of 
Brentford fruit market, will produce a further ¿500 
for the fund. The artistes included Edric Connor, 
Louise Bennett and Peter Ricardo and a band under 
the direction of Fred Grant. Sir John and Lady 
Huggins were among those who attended and the latter 
was handed a cheque for ¿500 collected among the 
banana handlers of Brentford Market.

The King has been pleased to approve the appointment 
of Mr. Joseph Trounsell Gilbert, C.B.E., K.C., Attorney- 
General, Bermuda, to be Chief Justice of Bermuda in 
succession to Sir Brooke Francis, K.C., who will retire 
from the Colonial Service in March next.

Mr. Gilbert, who was bom in Bermuda in August, 
1888, was educated at Bedford and at Brasenose College, 
Oxford, and was called to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn in 
1914. He was first appointed to the Colonial Service 
as an assistant collector in Zanzibar in 1912. He was 
promoted to an Assistant Secretary and private 
secretary to ¡the British Resident ’in 1915, to a senior 
Assistant Secretary in 1924 and to Assistant Chief 
Secretary in 1928. He retired from the Colonial Service 
in 1934, but in 1938 was appointed to his present post.

Jamaica Citrus for New Zealand

New Zealand has agreed to purchase 150,000 boxes of 
oranges and 25,000 boxes of Marsh seedless grapefruit 
out of the 1951-52 Jamaica crop. Shipments are 
expected to be made in the period November, 1951, to 
March, 1952.

These purchases are considerably larger than those 
made in 1950-51, and as a result of a 2s. per box increase 
in price New Zealand will pay 27s. per box as from 
November, 1951, to January, 1952; 29s. 6d. per box 
m February, 1952; and 32s. per box in March, 1952. 
These prices are f.o.b. Jamaica.
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The Cocoa Conference
------- *-------

Challenging Contributions and Lively Discussions

THE 1951 Cocoa Conference, organized by the Cocoa, 
Chocolate and Confectionery Alliance, Ltd., was 
held at Grosvenor House, London, from September 

11th to 13th.
This, the sixth conference to be held since the war, 

was of outstanding interest and value, and fully justified 
Mr. Paul Cadbury’s claim that the conferences had been 
marked by “ a crescendo in importance over the years.” 
As an example of integrated collaboration by all sections 
of an industry, and by administrative and research 
departments maintained by the industry and by the 
governments of territories concerned with production 
and consumption of the product, in the rational elucida­
tion of the problems affecting the industry in all its 
aspects, the proceedings of the 1951 Cocoa Conference 
must take a high place. Producers, merchants, manu­
facturers and distributors, agricultural administrators, 
scientific research workers, and government representa­
tives all made constructive contributions to the dis­
cussions. The efficient organization of the proceedings 
ensured ample opportunity to all delegates to make the 
most of every minute of the time available, and there was 
general agreement that the conference had provided 
a useful and comprehensive survey of progress to date 
and inspiration which must ensure further progress to 
come.

After the conference had opened with a welcome to 
the delegates by Mr. W. Wallace, president of the 
Alliance, proceedings began with a session on world 
supply and demand, at which Mr. L. A. Byles, of i 
and Duffus, Ltd., presented a paper on “ Trends m the 
Production and Consumption of Raw Cocoa. During 
the last half century world production had increased 
steadily until it reached its peak in 1939. World con­
sumption kept pace until 1930. Then for ten years 
production outstripped consumption, stocks were built 
up, and until 1940 users of raw cocoa operated in 
conditions of constantly expanding supplies. During 
the war period production fell off, partly as a con­
sequence of a long period of low prices, partly on account 
of war conditions, and partly because of the inroads 
of disease. External factors, including for a time 
international cocoa allocations, determined the pattern 
of trade. Lack of shipping restricted exports, which 
declined to an even greater extent than production, 
and world consumption followed suit. Since the war 
there had been some recovery, but a feature of the 
position was that over the last three years a state of 
equilibrium in production at a level somewhat below 
the 1939 peak, seemed to have been reached. Present 
indications were that supply and demand are now in 
approximate balance.

Production and Consumption
Chances which had taken place during the last 20 

yearn“ the importance of the various producing areas 
had been that Africa had increased its share oAwo 
exports, those from the American continent had remained 

static, while there had been important declines in the 
West Indies and Asia. West Indian exports, 11.5 per 
cent of the world’s total in 1930, had fallen to 5.3 per 
cent in 1950 ; exports from Trinidad and Tobago from 
5.1 to 1.0 per cent.

Over the same period there was general advance in 
consumption on the American continent (39.2 per cent of 
world absorption in 1930 and 46.5 per cent in 1950) and a 
general decline in consumption in Europe (59.2 per cent in 
1930 and 50.5 per cent in 1950). During the war years, 
however, consumption in Germany and the occupied 
countries became negligible, while Britain and the 
United States reached peak consumption figures. The 
post-war years witnessed a tendency to return to the 
pre-war pattern with steadily increasing absorption by 
the Netherlands, France and Germany, and a decline 
in both Britain and the United States though figures 
for each of the latter remained higher in 1950 than in 
1930. . J

The trend of cocoa prices over the 20 years had 
followed the price trend of staple commodities fairly 
closely, with changes in the supply/demand relationship 
accentuating the fluctuations in cocoa prices but having 
a relatively minor effect. It seemed improbable that 
world output would expand at the pre-war rate for some 
time to come, and as the long-term trend of demand was 
upward Mr. Byles concluded that for some little time 
ahead prices were likely to continue relatively high with 
no prospect of a return to pre-war levels.

Cocoa Types for New Areas
The discussion produced criticism of the line taken 

by Mr. Byles in relating cocoa prices to those of staple 
commodities in general rather than to other ingredients 
of chocolate and confectionery, such as sugar, in par­
ticular. One speaker drew attention to the great 
proportionate increase in the price of cocoa as compared 
with sugar, and other delegates discussed its implications 
from different points of view. There was emphatic 
expression of a need for more complete information 
not only in regard to production and distribution of 
exports of raw cocoa but also in respect of what is done 
with the cocoa by the manufacturers when they get it. 
As the conference proceeded it became evident that at 
this first session the delegates had thus come to grips 
with a matter of considerable importance to the future 
of the industry, discussion on which came to a head at 
the fourth session, which dealt with research and 
quality By this time the work in progress under the 
Cocoa Research Scheme at the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture and at the Colonial Microbiological 
Institute, in Trinidad, and in connexion with the 
expansion of cocoa growing in new areas, had come under 
review. The important fact had emerged that a point 
had been reached at which those responsible had to 
make decisions as to the type of cocoa which they 
should aim to produce and establish, while being not 
yet clear as to which types were likely to be most
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acceptable to an expanded industry when the new 
plantings should come into bearing. It seemed to be 
agreed that any considerable expansion of consumption 
would be dependent on the creation of a demand for 
chocolate as a food, and not, as at present, mainly as a 
luxury, in which case mild types of cocoa would mostly 
be wanted. J

The second session dealt with production of cocoa 
m new areas, and papers were contributed by Mr. D. H. 
Urquhart, former Director of Agriculture, Gold Coast 
on prospects in the Far East; by Mr. F. C. Henderson,’ 
Department of Agriculture, New Guinea, on cocoa 
growing in Papua ; and by Mr. O. J. Voelcker, Director 
of Agriculture, Malaya, on cocoa planting material for 
that territory. These papers reported progress in the 
various territories largely along lines suggested by Dr 
Cheesman,* and brought out interesting differences in 
cultural needs m different countries. They disclosed 
that keen interest in cocoa had been aroused in eastern 
countries, but that in all areas there was still much 

be ?°ne-t0 encourage large-scale planting. Labour 
difhcuities m many places lent attraction to the poss­
ibility of growing cocoa in combination with other 
permanent crops. In Ceylon promising results had been 
obtained by growing cocoa with rubber. In New 
Guinea this proved a failure but the plant had been 
grown successfully with coco-nuts. In other areas 
mterplantmg was still the subject of experiment. The 
suPPly of suitable planting material was a problem 
which, though being vigorously tackled, was still some 
way from solution.

In the Western Hemisphere there had been a growing 
interest in cocoa rehabilitation and production, which 
CM JeV?Tw thA tWrd SeSSi°n by G- F- Bowman,
?? ?the Inter-Amencan Cacao Centre at Turrialba, 
Costa Rica, where the objective had now become the 
workmg out of the quickest, most practical and most 
effective methods for making the cocoa-producing 
n ustry stable profitable and increasingly productive^ 

^he developnient of basic information 
MrthR hands,of other ^search centres. A feature of 
Mr. Bowman s paper was the stress he laid on the 
™P°rtance of Black Pod disease, which their studies 
had shown to have debilitating effects far greater than 
had usually been considered. The subsequent dis 
cussion dealt largely with this matter and showed that 
most workers were m agreement with Mr. Bowman

^por^ncloi Pitting the fact over to the cultivator' 
n™P hl? that Bordeaux mixture when
properiy prepared and applied, was an effective control 
was emphasized by various speakers.

Research in Trinidad

nar ivir. Cloyd Owen, chairman of the Alliance Cocoa 
Committee had defined as the global production of cocoa 
SheX?d^^ Progress report by Professor C. y’ 
Shephard on cocoa research at the Imperial Collee-p 
of Tropical Agriculture provided a generaUurvev of the 
many lines of investigation being pursued ThG , 
flowed by a joint contribution in which Mr. K. W. de

* See Ocular, September, 1948Tpage 19L--------------

Witt, biochemist of the Cocoa Research Scheme, dealt 
with certain biochemical aspects of flavour and Mr. 
F. W. Cope, plant breeder in the same research scheme, 
dealt with breeding in relation to quality. Professor 
F. Hardy, of the Imperial College, provided a review of the 
cocoa manurial and cultural experiments being carried 
out at River Estate, and Dr. W. G. C. Forsyth, organic 
chemist at the Colonial Microbiological Research 
Institute, presented a paper compiled jointly by himself 
and Dr. J. E. Rombouts, microbiologist, describing the 
results of microbiological, chemical and enzymotic 
investigations on cocoa fermentation carried out at the 
Institute.

Considerations of space effectively preclude anything 
approaching to an adequate survey of the great amount 
ot tactual information provided in these contributions. 
Readers must be referred to the official report on the 
proceedings for particulars. Discussion centred on 
factors affecting quality and flavour, partly because the 
evidence put forward by Mr. Cope had convinced the 
meeting of the handicap to the plant breeder by reason 
of the fact that assessment of quality still depends on 
the flavour developed after the beans have passed 
through a series of somewhat protracted treatments and 

^ally been roasted, with no means of relating 
narthr0 ^^^Bcs of Bis planting material, and 
partly because Dr. Forsyth’s challenging contribution 
uggested that those traditional treatments were based

Whl? ie-Cent miorobiological, chemical and 
had shown to be of doubtful 

clu^^ WaS brisk’ witbout bein^ con-
eflec^ YaS n° d°ubt of the Simulating
tion nf tb? thtC°nference W111 have on ^e investiga 
MtXt Which are of Particular
interest to the West Indies.

Gold Coast Diseases
“ the 5°ld Coast fomied the subject 

c t viSSinVn Tned With an interesting 
experiments ¿'th’ r ’ dlreCt°r °f research. of the 
J^P^ments with systemic msecticides against the 

of swollen shoot disease carried out 
FwACRn Th Research Institute.
(W.A.C.K.I.) These had reached the stase of trials 
ioul^bXp^nra1?“^ that cocoa trees

k pt Practlcally free from mealy bugs for six 
months-a penod sufficient for latent infeftions to 
become mamfest-with three applications It had 
already been confirmed that while the systemic insecti

Entomology, who had visited W A C R T t/>

neeTL” P°inted to ‘he
the disease and for J ent f°r succe“ful control of 
carry the Which
Mr. T. D Broatch m R°SS' dlrector and
tributed a review’ of °f agriculture, con-
progress throughout the Gold Coas't “

W-A-C.R^deS withtyMr /wS* coc^^N 

m French West Africa, reviewed by m’. £
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president of the French chocolate and confectionery 
association; and a report on a recent visit to the 
Belgian Congo by Mr. D. Gillett, of Cadbury Brothers, 
Ltd. Mr. West’s review was supplemented by a useful 
contribution by Dr. J. A. R. MacLean and Mr. R. 
Wickens, of W.A.C.R.I., describing the results of 
experiments on the fermentation of small samples of 
cocoa, which had an interesting bearing on the problems 
affecting the assessment of quality relationships which 
had given rise to such vigorous discussion at the fourth 
session. Their results indicated the condition of the 
pods at the time of fermentation to be of much more 
importance than treatments applied during fermenta­
tion and drying, vital factors determining that condition 
being variety, degree of ripeness and length of time 
between harvesting and breaking. The same two 
workers presented a paper on the assessment of cocoa 
quality by “ taste panels,” which brought out the dis­
advantages of the unavoidable delay in obtaining 
reports and the difficulties caused by the different 
methods of presentation of results by different panels. 
Here again there was argumentative discussion, terminat­
ing in agreement that the matter would be explored.

Cocoa in Nigeria, and the methods being pursued in 
that territory for maintenance of production in face of 
swollen shoot disease by rehabilitation and new plant­
ings, formed the subject of the seventh session. Mr. R. 
Johns and Mr. A. V. Gibberd, deputy director and 
assistant director respectively, contributed a review of 
the policy, aims and achievement of the Nigerian 
Department of Agriculture, and Mr. J. R. G. Hadland, 
senior cocoa survey officer, dealt with the functions and 
methods of the Nigerian Cocoa Survey and its re­
organization for the more efficient inspection of planted 
areas for signs of disease.

A final session, at which Mr. Paul Cadbury reviewed 
the proceedings of the conference and obtained sugges­
tions for incorporation in a series of resolutions to be 
drawn up by the conference committee, concluded the 
discussions, and expressions of appreciation and thanks 
by representatives of all sections of the delegates 
terminated the proceedings.

Delegates were entertained by the Alliance to luncheon 
each day, and to dinner on September 12th. Mr. T. F. 
Cook, M.P., Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, was the guest of honour at dinner, and the 
Hon. A. Casely Hayford, Minister of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources in the Gold Coast, the guest of honour 
at luncheon on that day. His Majesty’s Government 
entertained the delegates at a reception in Lancaster 
House on September 11th, and the Cocoa Association of 
London gave a cocktail party at Grosvenor House on 
September 13th.

Hereford Cattle for British Guiana

Four young Hereford bull calves were recently 
purchased from breeders in the United Kingdom for 
shipment to British Guiana, to be used as a means ot 
improving the quality of beef stock in the colony. 
This was the first such shipment from the United King 

dom for many years.

Jamaica Telephone Service
Quick Restoration after Hurricane

By a Special Correspondent

A great task of reconstruction and restoration of the 
telephone service confronted the management and 
engineers of the Jamaica Telephone Company after the 
hurricane, from which the company’s plant and equip­
ment suffered severe damage, particularly the overhead 
cables and wires, many of which were cut to pieces by 
falling trees, buildings and flying debris.

Spontaneous offers of help in men and materials were 
immediately received from all companies in the group of 
which the Jamaica Company forms part. These 
include Telephone and General Trust, and its servicing 
company; Telephone and Associated Services—the 
London consulting engineers ; British Insulated Callen­
ders Cables; the Automatic Telephone and Electric 
Company; and the telephone companies in Trinidad and 
Barbados.

As an example of co-operation in an emergency, 
hundreds of hours of overtime were worked by men of 
British Insulated Callenders Cables to produce from 
scratch 100 miles of bronze telephone wire. This, 
together with thousands of feet of drop and other wire, 
switchboards and various equipment weighing in total 
some six tons, was dispatched by the first available 
airfreight service. This was only possible because the 
associated telephone operating companies authorized 
the manufacturers to divert to Jamaica the supplies 
ordered by them. Expert cable men with tool kits 
were flown immediately from England, Trinidad and 
Barbados to help in the restoration work.

The engineering and administrative staff of the 
Jamaica company have been working twelve hours a 
day for seven days a week since August 18th, and by 
the end of September some 80 per cent of the company’s 
14,000 subscribers had been reconnected. Practically 
all are now back in service.

The Governor, Sir Hugh Foot, visited the Jamaica 
Telephone Company’s offices to express his warm con­
gratulations and thanks to the staff for the magnificent 
work done to restore communications.

Despite the very heavy cost of repairing the damage to 
the company’s plant, it has generously granted rebates of 
telephone rentals to subscribers in respect of the period 
when service was not possible.

Although one of the main sufferers from the hurricanes, 
the Jamaica Telephone Company was glad to contribute 
£500 to the Governor’s Hurricane Relief Fund, to which 
Telephone Trust also donated a further £500.

In a crisis such as this the complete co-operation 
of the group with which the Jamaica Telephone Com­
pany is associated is an outstanding example of what 
can be achieved under private enterprise. There was 
no red tape, and immediate action was taken by all 
concerned to ensure that the company’s plant and 
service were re-established with the minimum of delay. 
Their combined efforts and the granting of substantial 
rebates to subscribers are fully appreciated by the 
telephone-using public and indeed by the community 
generally in Jamaica, to whom efficient telecommunica­
tions are essential in the economic and social develop­
ment of their island.
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Festival of Britain

^he Festival of Britain came officially to its end 
on September 30th with the ceremonial closing 

of the central exhibition on the south bank of the 
Thames in London, although supporting activities, 
including the travelling exhibitions, the Shakespeare 
Festival at Stratford, and celebrations of a distinctive 
local character in various parts of the country, will 
continue until later in the year.

In the afternoon a thanksgiving service was held in 
the Festival Hall, conducted by the Rev. Dr. A. 
Drummond Harcus, Moderator of the National Free 
Church Federal Council, supported by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Dean of Westminster, leaders 
of other religious denominations and an officer of the 
Salvation Army. Lord Ismay, chairman of the Council 
of the Festival of Britain, and Mr. J. W. Bowen, chair­
man of the London County Council, read the lessons ; 
the Archbishop of Canterbury gave an address ; and 
those attending the sex vice included the Lord Mayor of 
London, the Mayor of Lambeth and Sir Gerald Barry, 
director general of the Festival.

The evening ceremonies began with a broadcast by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to mark the official 
ending of the Festival. He opened with the following 
touching reference to His Majesty the King, who 
had intended to make this broadcast in person :—

“ The King was to have spoken to you to-night and 
formally closed the festival. No one can take his place. 
He speaks for all and to all with an authority which is 
his alone. His absence to-night makes us realize more 
than ever how, in his office and in his person, he expresses 
our unity as a nation and voices for us all that is best 
and truest in the national character and purpose.

“ He holds not only our loyal duty but our deep 
respect and affection, and the heartfelt prayers of his 
people have been and are surrounding him in his illness 
and the members of his family in the strain of their 
anxiety. We are thankful for the steady progress made, 
and we pray that he may be restored again to full 
health.”

After the broadcast, which had been relayed through 
loudspeakers to the crowds assembled at the exhibition, 
the massed bands of the Brigade of Guards performed 
the ceremonies of Beating Retreat and Tattoo on the 
Fairway This was followed by community singing led 
by BBC- Choral Society conducted by Leslie 
a?ani a?comPanied by the massed bands. 
At w.20 p.m. the lights were dimmed and voices hushed 
as the Union Jack and the Festival flag stood out in a 
spotlight. The flags were struck, there was a roll of 
J™?8 as they fluttered down> and after a brief silence 

lights went up, there were cheers, and the ceremony 
ended with the singing of the National Anthem.

hve months for which the central exhibition 
on tire South Bank remained open it attracted 8,455 863 
visitors The total attendance at the South Bank 
Festival Gardens and nine other official Festival Exhibi­
tions was given as 18,133,223.

It had been hoped that in this reference in the 
Urcular to the closing of the Festival of Britain it 
would have been possible to review the comment of

the British Press and attempt some assessment of the 
impression made by the Festival on the people of 
Britain. Great events, however—the serious operation 
on the King, the Persian oil crisis, and the sudden 
resignation of the Socialist government—demoted the 
news value of the Festival, while one of the political 
parties issued its general election manifesto on the 
closing day of the Festival with the result that leader 
space was taken up with other matters.

These facts require to be placed on record, in case 
those in the colonies and elsewhere who depend on 
Press reports and comment for information should 
acquire a false impression. Interest in the Festival 
was maintained to the end, and the great events referred 
to above did not deter the public from giving adequate 
expression to that interest.

It is important to remember that the central exhibi­
tions were only part of the Festival. Well over 2,000 
cities, towns and villages organized celebrations on 
their own initiative and out of their own resources 
through the enterprise of local authorities and voluntary 
organizations and individuals. The extent and variety 
of the Festival schemes which eventuated will not be 
appreciated until the full story of the Festival is placed 
on official record, and it is certain that no resident or 
visitor can have seen more than a fraction of them. 
Even so, responsible comment by overseas visitors has 
indicated profound admiration of the remarkable 
demonstration which the Festival has afforded of the 
energy, resilience and morale of the people of Britain.

The Festival is not expected to have been a financial 
success, but it must undoubtedly have given confidence 
to both Britons and others that the capacity of the 
people of this country for co-ordinated effort, so evident 
during the war, is still there to be called upon at need.

as^demonstrated the high level of attainment 
achieved by Britain m craftsmanship, design and manu- 
ac ure, m science and the arts. In many places 

permanent amenities and improvements will remain as 
the result of Festival activities—new buildings, new 
gardens and playing fields, and so on. Among per- 

features m London will be the new river wall 
which has so greatly improved King’s Reach and the 
Festival Hall which, whatever one may think of its 
outside appearance, is the nearest approach yet made to 
acoustical perfection. Proposals just announced by 
the London County Council provide for a riverside 
Coudntv°Htne ?°Uw Ba?k Exhibition frontage from the 

, r °?. Brid8e- as a memorial to 
flanked b the laSt War' This wouId be
flanked beyond Waterloo Bridge by new buildings 
designed as a British. Science Centre, and backed by 
new Government offices with extensive conference halls

Antigua Tomatoes

It is reported that the government in Antigua is 
seeking a market for fresh tomatoes, of which Sgiven 

and priCeS’ U is anticipated 
that the island could supply at least 500,000 lb in 1952 

to occurs from January
vised to u,> g Packing would be "“Per
vised to ensure the maintenance of adequate standards.
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Colonial Office Windows
Barbados Display

'The Colonial Office display windows at Sanctuary 
A Buildings, Great Smith Street, Westminster, S.W.l, 

have been placed at the disposal of the Government 
of Barbados, and on October 1st a handsome exhibit 
featuring the domestic exports, tourist attractions and 
minor industries of Barbados was placed on view. The 
exhibit is to remain for a period of two months, which 
will provide opportunity for it to be seen by many 
thousands of people.

The exhibit is in two sections, one in each window.
That in the larger window is devoted mainly to the 

export products, but advantage has been taken of the 
background space available to display an enlargement 
in bas relief of the Barbados Publicity Committee s 
pictorial map of the island which makes a handsome 

and effective centrepiece. As, moreover in addition 
to tourist information, the map depicts the location o 
the various sugar and molasses factories and rum dis­
tilleries, it plays a most appropriate part in the display.

Flanking the base of this large map are two sets of 
photographs: on the left a mauby woman and a 
typical Barbados donkey cart ; on the right: a Plct^ 
of the outer Careenage and one of a Barbados girl

arranged1 i^the window cover sugar, mo1^’ 

“dOtraysSofSDarSk S^l Su^
and Clear Straw Sugar. Molasses are exhibited in d 

play jars and by tins of Bema extra fancy molasses. A 
miniature cask marked “Barbados Rum” and labelled 
bottles of the various island brands give emphasis to rum. 
A tray of seed cotton draws attention to the fact that 
Barbados produces its quota of Sea Island cotton.

The background of the exhibit in the smaller window 
is also strikingly arranged. Narrow vertical white 
stripes on a maroon ground set off most effectively 
samples of embroidery arranged around a display 
panel in the form of a cloud and carrying the following 
inscription :—

HEALTH, HAPPINESS and SUNSHINE
AWAIT YOU IN BARBADOS

ALL-THE-YEAR-ROUND HOLIDAY RESORT

THE world’s finest SEA-BATHING 
YACHTING and SEA-FISHING 

GOLF . TENNIS . HORSE-RIDING
POLO . HORSE-RACING

Flanking the background on the left are mounted 
photographs of the pottery market and a pottery 

vendor in Bridgetown ; on the right a photograph of 
Barbadians harvesting sugar cane and one of fishermen 
catching flying fish. A flying fish is suspended m the 
air-adjacent to this photograph. Vases prominently 
displayed on small columns, and ash trays, draw 
attention to the pottery industry, and there is an 
attractive assortment of tortoiseshell goods including 
hair brushes, cigarette and match cases and bang es. 
Miscellaneous articles of local manufacture include trays 
and bowls of Barbados woods, straw baskets and mats.

Pelmets in the upper part of the two windows announce 
in nrominent lettering that Barbados, in the British 
West Indies, is the Riviera of the Caribbean and the

i. i. —
and turquoise, and the whole forms a challenging an 

effective exhibit.
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Some Books Reviewed

Codringtoniana
Jn 1948 a collection of correspondence was discovered 

in the Codrington House at Dodington, Gloucester­
shire, which included letters addressed to Sir William 
Codrington, P.C., between 1743 and 1792 ; to Christopher 
Bethell between 1776 and 1797 ; to Edward Codrington 
m 1772 ; to Christopher Codrington between 1789 and 
1839, to Sir Christopher William Codrington Bt 
between 1842 and 1852 ; to Anthony Tenbrook between 
1788 and 1797 ; to W. Robertson in 1789 ; to Marma­
duke Trattle in 1791 and to John James in 1813.

The correspondence contains much interesting informa­
tion on current West Indian and other affairs during the 
penod, especially m regard to the waning of the power 
of the plantations, the wars with France and America 
the insurrection of the negroes, the abolition of slavery’ 
the improvements made in planting methods, and the 
efforts of the doctors to prevent and cure epidemics.
i m Particuiar on the interesting history

of the island of Barbuda. A survey* of the corres­
pondence, prepared by Mr. Robson Lowe, was published 
m August last.

The letters are also of interest to the postal historian 
and collector by reason of the great variety of hand- 
struck stamps of the West Indies and the Ship Letter 

winch they carry, and the whole 
Pab Mail 1S be °^ered for saie hy auction at 50, 
Pall Mall on November 21st, in 290 lots.

Ti-Coyo and His Shark
In^ tO make a Pet of a sbark ?
In this highly readable and plausible story, + however a 
young Martmiquais does make such a pet. Ti-Covo 
(an abbreviation of “ Petit Coyo is a remarkaWe 
boy, one quarter each of White, Negro, Hindoo and 
Chinese His ambition is to gain a monopoly of the 
haXou/rf St" p°Uars and sovereigns flung into the 
harbour of St. Pierre by passengers in tourist liners 
net Shark in a fisherman's
ocean-lake. P feedS and tra“s in a small

It is the author’s theme that sharks like elenhants 
never forget, and this particular shark recogSXis

tne snark makes a meal of one of the divers whereunon 
the rest clamber noisily back into their boats P 
the fib0 haS acTUIred his profitable monopoly but 

t0 cat,h the shark, coSct^ 

are told how Ti r purpos^ . 111 an exciting passage we 
J1^0^0 contrives to release his pet lust 

sharks 1T bGmg Up’ He has now saved the 

eruption of Mont Pelé and leading his canoe safely to 
Dominica (which figures largely in the book), and once 
when he is caught in a hurricane on attempting to return. 
The feeling between boy and shark becomes one of 
intense affection.

The horror of the eruption which overwhelmed St. 
Pierre in 1902 is vividly portrayed.

Throughout the book runs a strong vein of cynicism, 
which combines strangely with the author’s trick of 
personifying birds and beasts and trees and even old 
Mont Pelé himself. The reader will enjoy the chapter 
relating the fable of the Casuarina trees in Barbados, 
as told by Ti-Coyo’s hunchback father to cure his son of 
the sin of pride.

A word of praise is due to the translator for his admir­
able version of this unusual novel.

G.N.K.

A Barbados Handbook
THOSE who require information in regard to Barbados 

can be referred with some confidence to a handbook* 
recently published by the Advocate Company Ltd. It 
has obviously been compiled with considerable care and 
attention ; production is excellent, the information 
well arranged and printed, and there is a commendable 
paucity of misprints.

The matter is arranged in ten chapters.
The first is an interesting general account of the 

history of the island, of the British connexion, and the 
changes which have characterized the development of 
the Administration.

The next gives particulars of the constitutional and 
administrative organization of the island, with details 
ot the civil establishment and the various administrative 
organizations—-police and military, ecclesiastical, educa­
tional, judicial, medical and so on.

^ocai g^^rnnient administration and public services 
are dealt with in a third chapter, with sections giving 
P J-«CU1-arS °f1 p?bhc services—electricity, gas, radio, 
rediffusion, telephones and water supply. Here there 
is an omission to give information on the nature of the 
electnc supply-whether D.C. or A.C., voltage etc.- 
which nught be remedied in future editions.

dlQ+nmc- „ •_  , gives statistics of
X“1? ,mports and exports, and colonial
nrin? J T<i thlS, chaPter 1S added a useful section,

Pa?er for easy reference, dealing 
mari lndustries- This gives excellent sum­
maries of the development and status of the various 
^interests™1 Sh°Uld be Of Particular value to mercan- 

dealsXth r S™55 information for tourists ; chapter 6
Xtal with and in the island, and

th^snorts o “S;- and chapter 7 lists and describes 
^^0X0  ̂ and organisations
Z? f soclal activities and services. The
Museum ^thJh and Crafts .Society and the Barbados 
andtte °f the Council
College of the WkU ,.ePaFtment of the University 
college of the West Indies, in promoting the develop- 
wX:

Street’ BridSetoTO, ¿arb^^^

{Continued at foot of next page)
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“W™' yo’ tro water it run, but whe’ yo’ tro blood 
it settle.”

* * *
The Hon. D. B. Sangster, Minister for Social Welfare, 

Jamaica, returned to his colony by air on October 7th 
after a brief visit to the United Kingdom.

* * *
The price of Franklin’s Yearbook of Trinidad and 

Tobago, 1951, is 6s. 3d. net, or 6s. lid. post free and not 
as stated on page 218 of last Circular.

* * *
According to a Press telegram, the Jamaica Govern­

ment has granted a licence to the Base Metals Mining 
Corporation, of Toronto, Canada, to prospect for oil 
throughout the island.

* * *
The Colonial Office announces that Sir John Hathorn 

Hall, who is retiring from the Governorship of Uganda 
and will arrive in the United Kingdom in November, 
is to be appointed a part-time member of the Colonial
Development Corporation. 

* *
Two maps, published by the Director of Surveys, 

Trinidad, are available from the publications depart­
ment of the West India Committee. They are the 
Road Map of Trinidad (Is. lOd. post free) and Map of 
Port-of-Spain (Is. 8d. post free).

* * *
Much sympathy will be felt for Mr. W. E. L. Walwyn, 

of St. Kitts, in the great loss which he suffered recently 
by the death of his wife while they were on a visit to 
England. Mrs. Walwyn died after a brief illness and 
was buried at West Wittering, Sussex. Mr. Walwyn 
has now returned to St. Kitts.

* * *
Mr. George H. Scott, Labour Adviser Jamaica, 

was among recent visitors to the West India Committee 
rooms. He came to London to attend a conference at 
the Colonial Office of heads of Labour Departments 
and senior officers concerned with trade union matters 
in the colonies. Mr. Scott left London for Jamaica 
by air on October 23rd.

* * *
On November 19th an auction of objects of historic, 

artistic or intrinsic value is to be held at Christies in 
aid of the Young Women’s Christian Association. The 
Queen Queen Mary and the Princess Elizabeth have 
most graciously sent gifts to be included Gifts for the 
auction can be sent to the Y,W C.A Auction Organizer, 
The Pantechnicon, Motcomb Street, London, S.W.l.

* * *
Mr Louis S. Law, executive director of the newly 

formed Caribbean Tourist Association was du,e to leave 
Port-of-Spain for Pans on October 14th, to attend the 
21st Annual Convention of the Amencan Society o 
Travel Agents After the convention he intended to 
spend a few days in London, to interview the Secretary 
of State for tlwColonies and establish contact with the 

West India Committee, returning to Trinidad in the 
first week of November.

* * *
Mr. Ernest Brown has received many congratulations 

on having completed 50 years’ service with Dawson, 
Shores, Punch & Co. Ltd., West India merchants, of 
Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3. He became secre­
tary of the company in 1908 and a director in 1932, both 
of which positions he still holds. To mark his half- 
century his fellow directors have presented him with a 
gold watch.

* * *
Mr. Brown is a member of the advisory committee 

in England of the West Indian Sea Island Cotton 
Association—he has been a member since its inception— 
and of its negotiating committee. He has paid no fewer 
than ten visits to the West Indies.

* * *
Miss Beryl McBurnie arrived in London from 

Trinidad early in August to give performances of West 
Indian folk dancing in order to raise funds for the Little 
Carib Theatre in Port-of-Spain. Miss McBumie has 
already given performances at the Institute of Con­
temporary Arts, the Watergate Theatre, the Chelsea 
Town Hall and the Whitehall Theatre, and has appeared 
on a B.B.C. Television programme.

* * *
Reference is made on page 234 to recent monetary 

gifts to the Jamaica Hurricane Relief Fund. In 
addition, there have been gifts of food, clothing, paint, 
nails, doors, etc. The committee is grateful to the 
Jamaica Banana Producers Steamship Co., Fyffes Line, 
Harrison Line, Royal Mail Line and Silvertown Services 
for carrying these gifts to Jamaica freight free.

* * *
Mr. Harold S. Halsall, the well known West Indian 

commercial representative, was married on August 31st 
to Mrs. Vincent E. Frith, of Tamarisk Hall, Paget East, 
Bermuda. The wedding took place quietly at St. 
James’s Piccadilly. Mrs. Halsall has returned to 
Bermuda and Mr. Halsall will arrive there m mid­
December. Mr. Halsall’s first wife died m 1944 and 
Mrs. Halsall became a widow in the same year.

(Continued from previous page) 
ment of the visual arts in the colony, is given a special 
chapter (chapter 8). . .

A classified directory of societies and associations, 
business firms, members of the various professions and 
sugar estates and factories forms the subject of chapter 9, 
and the final chapter is a “ Who s Who for Barbados. 
There are a road map of the island, a plan of Bridgetown 
and environs, and a plan of the centre of Bridgetown 
showing the streets and indicating by numbers the 
position of shops, offices, banks, ga.rages, and restaurants.

The preface makes acknowledgment to Mr. E. D. 
Malone for help in compilation of the year book 
Mr. Neville Connell is responsible for the general account 
of Barbados in chapter 1.
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Obituary Caribbean Timbers

Tt is with great regret that we have to announce the 
A death of the following —

Sir William Morrison
Sir William Morrison, who died in Jamaica on 

September 8th, was for many years one of the colony’s 
leading public figures. He retired from active work 
several years ago.

Our correspondent in Kingston writes : “ As a 
Privy Councillor, as a member of the old Legislative 
Council, and in other capacities, he gave a large pro­
portion of his time to public duties. He was for about 
a year Commissioner of the Corporate Area when the 
K.S.A.C. Council was dissolved some 20 years ago ; 
and represented Jamaica at the coronation of George 
VI in 1939.

“ He was marked by a consideration and courtesy of 
manner which made him ideal for handling difficult 
and delicate situations. Minor officials found he treated 
them as he would the Colonial Secretary. At the busiest 
time he would never forget what was due to others, 
and few could bluster or venture on an offensive line 
with one so consistently urbane.

“ Sir William was long one of the leading figures in 
the organization of Jamaican cricket, and at one time 
was president of the Board of Control. He was also 
for a long time president of the Jamaica Branch of the 
Empire Poetry League, and he also served as president 
of the Jamaica Scottish Society, being bom in Kingston 
of Scottish parents in 1875. He was knighted in 1926.”

Dr. W. M. McDonald
Dr. W. M. McDonald, O.B.E., died recently at his 

residence at Cliff House, Hodges Bay, Antigua, in his 
82nd year.

Dr. McDonald, who was bom in Antigua, received his 
medical education at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
London. He qualified in 1896, and returned to Antigua^ 
where he was in active practice for more than 50 years’ 
It was he who discovered and reported the presence of 
ankylostomiasis (hookworm) in Antigua in 1899. He 
did much valuable work on malarial parasitology ; and 
his work on malarial nephritis particularly in association 
with quartan malaria attracted much attention at the 
London School of Tropical Medicine and elsewhere.

He volunteered for active service in two wars, and 
served in the Transvaal in the Boer War, and in Egypt 
and elsewhere in the first Great War.

He loved his profession, and gave a lifetime of devoted 
and unstinted service to his patients of all classes. 
Long after he had retired from Government work and 
private practice, mothers would persist in bringing 
sick children to him from the farthermost villages, in 
cars, carts, or on donkeys, and sometimes they would 
walk miles on foot carrying a sick child. He never 
refused his services. He was greatly loved by all 
and particularly by the humble people of the villages 
whom he delighted to serve.

He was a great figure in the medical history of Antigua 
and as a man and as a doctor his loss will be keenly

Inquiry into Mechanical Properties
TPhe Caribbean Commission issued the following 

announcement on October 10th :—
In order to broaden and make more effective the use 

of timber produced in the Caribbean, the Caribbean 
Commission is taking steps to obtain more complete 
information concerning allowable stresses.

At present, according to Mr. J. E. Heesterman, Con­
sultant for Industrial Development on the staff of the 
Commission, use of local timbers in the Caribbean area 
for construction purposes is hampered by insufficient 
knowledge of their mechanical properties. This results 
in constructions which are either too light, giving a 
minimum of safety, or too heavy, which virtually means 
too expensive, and therefore wasteful.

One important contribution to the subject is Dr. Ph. 
Pfeiffer’s work Surinam Timbers. So far, this work 
has been little known outside Dutch-speaking areas. 
On the recommendation of the Caribbean Research 
Council, the Commission made an English adaptation of 
Dr. Pfeiffer’s table of maximum stresses for 31 species of 
Surinam timber. This involved a special problem in 
translation—the finding of English equivalents for the 
Surinam names shown in the table. In some instances, 
the best that could be done was to use British Guianese 
nomenclature.

The table has recently been sent to territorial govern­
ments by the Consultant for Industrial Development 
with the request that it be referred to the various 
Forestry Departments and Public Works Departments 
for comment and criticism in the light of experience 
gained locally on the matter.

Colonial Appointments

J^ecent promotions, transfers and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Burrowes, E. S. S. (Labour Commissioner, Barbados), 
Financial Secretary, Barbados.

Cooper, St. G. C. (Agricultural Superintendent, British 
Guiana), Agricultural Superintendent, Dominica, Windward 
Islands.

Gilbert, J. T. (Attorney General, Bermuda), Chief Justice, 
Bermuda. J

Murray H. C. (Superintending Engineer, Public Works 
Department, Jamaica), Assistant Director of Public Works, 
J amaica.

Simon, S. W. (Assistant Superintendent of Police, British 
Guiana), Superintendent of Police, British Guiana.
Avi^iinn’ t< T\W- Assheton- (Control Officer, Grade II, Civil 
cShI tt ^®Pariment« Bahamas), Air Traffic Control Officer, 
tirade II, Nigeria.

„ _ New Appointments
MrRlTi’ Dw Registrar General, Bahamas.
Proud l' (temporary), British Guiana.

Honduras ’ PubllC Relations Officer (temporary), British

Barba(IosAN, B ’ M-RC.S., L.R.C.P., M.B., Medical Officer,

the West India Committee are invited 
sudahU °f the Committee by introducing
suitable candidates for election.
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Colonial Research in 1950-51
Reports of Councils

THE annual report* of progress made in research 
being carried out in the colonial territories under 
the general supervision of the Colonial Research 

Council and the associated councils and committees 
which advise the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 
the various branches of research has recently been 
published, and covers the year ending March 31st, 1951.

The number of these specialist advisory research com­
mittees has now increased from six to nine, and there are 
separate reports on fisheries research, anti-locust research 
and locust control, and on tsetse fly and trypanosomiasis 
research. The number of research projects in hand was 
increased during the year by the approval of 57 new 
schemes and 63 supplementary schemes. Monetary 
allocations for these new schemes totalled around 
£2,500,000, which is the highest annual figure yet reached 
and brings the total sum granted for research schemes 
since 1940 to about £10,250,000. Adjustments to this 
latter figure on account of unspent balances, revision oi 
schemes, and so on, however, reduce the amount charge­
able to Colonial Development and Welfare Funds to 
slightly over £9,300,000. Additional assistance from 
colonial governments, in cash or kind, since 1940, 
amounted by the end of the period under review to 
some £2,000,000. x O1 _

Of the gross allocation of £10,250,000 about 31.5 per 
cent has been for agricultural, veterinary and forestry 
schemes, 13.7 per cent for medical research, 14.4 per cent 
for fisheries research, 8.4 per cent for social science and 
economic research, 11.9 per cent for tsetse and rypano 
somiasis research, 6.3 per cent for insecticides research 
4.6 per cent for colonial products research, 3.3 per cent 
for anti-locust research and 5.9 per cent for other 
miscellaneous purposes. Distribution by territory is as 
follows: East African territories approximately 38 
per cent • West African territories 19 per cent, West 
Indian colonies, British Guiana and British Honduras 
10 per cent; Hong Kong and the South-East Asian 
territories, 10 per cent ; Northern Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land, 7 per cent; other territories and schemes of concern 
to all territories, 16 per cent. ond

Actual disbursements on Colonial Development and 
Welfare research schemes during 1950-51 reached the 
highest total yet recorded, amounting to £1,406,601, ana 
indicate that many of the major schemes whose progress 
had been hampered by shortages of scientific personnel, 
labour, building material and equipment are now getting 
well under way. This is a continuation of the improve­
ment of which signs were recorded in the previous 

report. f _________ _______ ____

'Colonial Research 1950-51
Council Colonial Produ e Medicai Research Committee, 
Science Research Council, Colon ai iviemc and Forestry
Committee for Colonial Agricu ,’ ittee Colonial Economic
Research, Colonial Insecticide Trvnanosomiasis Research
Research Committee, Tsetse Fly and Director,
Committee, Colonial Fisheries A^sory m 1951.
Anti-Locust Research Centre. Cmd. 8303, 
“Revtewld^the November, 1950. pages 269-70.

and Committees

The Colonial Research Council, however, sound a note 
of warning. The total sum available until March 31st, 
1956, for schemes to promote colonial development and 
welfare is £140,000,000. Out of this sum it was found 
possible to allocate a total of £13,000,000 for colonial 
research schemes. By September 30th, 1950, commit­
ments against this allocation had amounted to approxi­
mately £8,300,000. The Secretary of State then decided 
that the balance of £4.700,000 must be apportioned 
between the various fields of research, after setting aside 
a certain sum (ultimately fixed at £425,000) as a reserve 
to meet unforeseen contingencies during the next five- 
and-a-half years. The specialist advisory research com­
mittees and councils, by the end of the year under review, 
had begun the task of assessing priorities for employment 
of the balances allotted to them, less an apportionment 
of 15 per cent of each balance earmarked as a reserve 
against unforeseen contingencies, to meet all new money 
required during the next five years, including provision 
for the renewal of important schemes whose currency is 
due to expire within that period. Colonial governments 
have been urged to do their utmost to aid the position 
by contributing the maximum possible assistance from 
their own resources, but this limitation of funds will 
inevitably affect the progress which has hitherto been 
made, and the next few years will largely have to be 
spent’ in consolidating work begun. “ The money 
available,” states the Council, “ should enable important 
long-term major projects to be continued on a limited 
scale or started, but a heavy curtailment in short-term 
and ad hoc projects will be inevitable.”

The application of revised salary scales recommended 
by the Chorley Committee for the United Kingdom 
Scientific Civil Service to corresponding grades in the 
Colonial Research Service is under consideration in con­
sultation with colonial governments, and steps are being 
taken to admit members of that Service to the Colonial 
Superannuation Scheme which was introduced on 
Tanuary 1st, 1951. . ..,

A short section of the Colonial Research Councils 
report, dealing with research matters not covered by the 
reports of the specialist advisory bodies, makes brief 
reference to topographic surveys made in British Guiana, 
British Honduras, Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, 
Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica, and to 
geological work in British Guiana, Jamaica, British 
Honduras and Trinidad. The Road Research Labora- 
tory gave assistance to the Colonial Development 
Corporation in connexion with the use of bituminous 
treatments on the proposed new Bai^7^°
British Guiana, and issued a report on the properties oi 
Barbados “ tar-sand ” as a road material.

Colonial Products Research Council
Dr E. E. Cheesman, formerly Professor of Botany 

at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture m 
Trinidad, was appointed a member of the Council during 

thInvestigation aTthe Colonial Microbiological Research
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Institute in Trinidad of the disposal of rum distillery 
wastes was still held up owing to non-completion of the 
pilot plant. Work on the micro-organisms associated 
with the fermentation of cocoa continued, and it has 
been established that the predominant species of yeast 
in commercially fermented cocoa beans in both Trinidad 
and Grenada is not a species of Saccharomyces, as has 
been stated in the literature, but Candida krusei (A. Cast.), 
a non-alcohol-producing yeast. The actual changes 
taking place, however, were still under investigation.

It was again confirmed that micro-organisms are not 
essential to the desirable changes taking place in cocoa 
beans during fermentation, which are assumed to be due 
to enzymes. Attempts to isolate the substance or sub­
stances which, on roasting, give rise to a chocolate 
flavour, were not successful, largely, it was felt, because 
of the difficulty of assessing the flavour in beans. It was 
hoped that discussions which had been arranged with the 
Cocoa Research Association might lead to a solution of 
this difficulty.

The results of the investigations on Panama disease, 
reported upon during 1949-50, were re-examined and 
not confirmed. The study of antibiotics in which the 
University College of the West Indies is collaborating 
was continued. Observations on the red root diseases 
of West Indian limes made at the request of the Agri­
cultural Department of Trinidad and Tobago gave 
strong support to the belief that fungi may be partly 
responsible for the trouble but the results of inoculation 
experiments were still awaited. Promising preliminary 
experiments were made on the cultivation in Trinidad 
of the edible mushroom Volvaria esculenta.

Interesting observations were made by Dr. Thaysen 
in British Guiana on the part played by sulphate re­
ducing bacteria in the corrosion of cast iron pipes in the 
soil and in the production from “ sling mud ” of the clay 
which is baked to provide clinker for roads. Iron 
sulphide, formed in the clay by the action of the bacteria, 
oxidises during burning and the clinker becomes im­
pregnated with sulphurous acid which is responsible for 
the rapid deterioration of the chassis of motor cars using 
the roads.

During the year a completely new process was worked 
out for the production of Intradex, the blood plasma 
substitute derived from sugar, which was being developed 
to give better yields of degraded dextran of the optimum 
molecular weight and of the right shape for transfusion 
purposes. The Colonial Products Research Council has 
recommended that consideration should be given to the 
desirability of stock piling this substance in the colonies 
in view of the fact that it does not require refrigeration 
for storage.
, Much other work of a highly technical nature on sugar 
aenvatives is recorded in the report, while the investi­
gations on the extraction of sugar cane wax from sugar 
factory filter muds have shown the wax in these muds to 
be very variable in both quantity and quality. Factories 
m Barbados and the Leeward Islands consistently pro­
duce a mud having a high wax content, and the report 
indicates that extraction of the wax will clearly only be 
remunerative m a limited number of factories. An in­
formative comparison is given between the arithmetical 
averages of the wax yields obtained from factories in 
different colonies, as follows :—

Average wax yield 
Colony per cent dry mud

The Northern Islands ... 14.7
Jamaica ... ... ... 11.3
Trinidad ... ... ... 8.8
British Guiana ... ... 7.0

The study of the constituents of cane juice, and of the 
distribution of sucrose in the sugar cane, was commenced 
during the year. Investigations on the constituents of 
bagasse suggested that results obtained by the normal 
factory method of estimating sugar lost in bagasse may 
be too low.

Work on the saponins present in Trinidad mora timber 
continued.

Among medicinal plants studied during the year was 
Caesalpinia bonducella from Jamaica, a material re­
corded in the Indian Pharmacopoeia as a useful remedy 
in the treatment of malaria. The active principle, 
bonducin, is extracted from the seed.

Colonial Social Science Research Council
Financial considerations came prominently before this 

Council during the year under review. Since it was 
estimated that out of the total allocation for social 
science research in the Colonies only a little over 
£100,000 remained available during the next five years 
for new projects and contingencies, working parties were 
set up to assign priorities, review estimates of expendi­
ture, and devise economies. The results of their deli­
berations are not however recorded.

Comprehensive reports by Mr. B. J. Bedell and Mr. A. 
Deans Peggs on their respective investigations into the 
mental abilities of children in Trinidad and Jamaica were 
in progress of preparation. The first volume of the 
social survey of Jamaica carried out under the direction 
of Miss Edith Clarke was practically completed. A 
research studentship was awarded to a Mr. R. T. Smith 
to enable him to undertake a study of negro coastal 
communities in British Guiana, and an award was also 
made to Miss Audrey Butt to assist her investigation of 
the Arecuna and Akowois peoples of the same colony.

A report on the work of the Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, University College of the West 
Indies, is included as an appendix. Research projects 
in progress dealt with labour productivity, social 
structure, national income, consumption patterns, in­
dustrial relations, economic activity, urbanization, 
family organization, and patterns of behaviour, and 
plans were made for a study of social change among the 
Maya Indians of British Honduras and an investigation 
into juvenile delinquency in Jamaica.

Colonial Medical Research Committee
Committee also was constrained to take stock of 

e financial position during the year under review. 
Schemes already approved, it was found, would, if 
SiZ? xat ful1 strenSth’ require an expenditure of 

to continue them until the expiry of the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Acts in 1956, while 
the sum available was found to be £600,000. The Com- 
?«tee ^refore reviewed the research schemes in the 
ainerent fields of medical investigation, and proposes to 
aavise on the future programme in such a way as to 
make best use of the resources available up to 1956. 
havings from the budget of any particular scheme will

(Continued on page 248)
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The Homeward Mail

ANTIGUA

SUGAR. Our correspondent, Miss Helen Goodwin, 
writing from St. John’s on October 8th, states : 
“The Antigua Sugar factory has finished grinding, 

but much of this year’s cane crop has had to be left 
standing owing to labour difficulties.

The Weather. “ We have had a great deal of rain— 
this year the rainfall is higher than has been known 
for many years—yet the weather keeps hot and sultry. 
Last week we experienced quite a sharp earthquake 
shock.

Visit of M.P.s. “We have had visits recently from 
two Conservative Members of Parliament, Mr. A. T. 
Lennox-Boyd and Mr. Bernard Braine.

Obituary. “ I regret to announce the death of Mrs. 
Alan Macandrew, formerly Miss McDonald, of Gray’s 
Hill, and, following just a week later, that of Dr. W M. 
McDonald, her brother. We in Antigua realize the loss 
that the island has suffered in the deaths recently oi 
outstanding personalities.

Ecclesiastical. “ A new vicarage has been built in 
All Saints Parish, and the Rev. George Walker has been 
appointed as vicar. Since the death of Canon McConney, 
over 17 years ago, the Rev. Canon Havell, Rector of the 
neighbouring Parish of St. Paul, has acted as pnest-m 
charge of All Saints. He has for some time been feeling 
that the work of administering two parishes was too 
great a task for him—hence the building of an attractive 
new vicarage, and the installation once more of a vicar 
in All Saints.”

BARBADOS
Visitors. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the Barbados 

Publicity Committee, in a newsletter from Bridgetown, 
dated September 21st, states : “Distinguished «sitore 
to the island during September included Mr. Bernard 
Braine M P and Mr. A. Lennox Boyd, M.P., who were 
both on tours throughout the West Indie. Among the 
visitors calling at the Information Bureau were ivir 
Frank Viner special correspondent of the London Daily 
XJ“ Mt Arthur Wflson, president Puerto Rico 
Toure Inc.’, and Virgin Islands Tours Inc Puerto^Rico , 
Mr Albert Stein, Madison Square Travel Bureau Inc 
New York - Mr Richard A. Gluski, Chicago and Southe 
X Venezuela; and Mr. Nigel Mo~who wa 

on a tour of the West Indian islands
with a view to lecturing on these islands in the United 

Kingdom and U.S.A.
Clubs and Hotels. “ The Barbados Aquatic Chib 
S^e ^d^e^ 

will be run in conjunction with the MaresoIBeach Cl^, 
St. Lawrence, which is expected to P _ visitors 
bpr next Offering further accommodation to visitors 

rooms each with private bath. Nearing completion 
is the newly designed dining room at Colony Club, 
St. James, also the additional accommodation of five 
double rooms each with private bath. The Rockley 
Beach Club, Rockley, is now under the management of 
Mrs. Burke, and is being operated on the American plan 
only. The St. Lawrence Hotel, St. Lawrence, has been 
bought by Mr. Peter George Morgan. Mr. Morgan, who 
plans to manage the hotel himself, is a graduate of the 
Swiss Hotel School, Lausanne, Switzerland, and was 
formerly sales promotional manager for Hulton Hotels 
International, Plaza, New York.

Entertainment. “On exhibition during the month at 
the museum were photographs taken by members of 
the Barbados Camera Club. The Barbados Dramatic 
Club presented the comedy ‘ See How They Run at the 
Empire Theatre on the 19th, 20th and 21st. In addition 
to their usual concerts, the Police Band gave a classical 
concert at their headquarters, St. Cecillia Barracks, on 

the 9th.”

BRITISH GUIANA
The Governor Returns. Our correspondent in a 

newsletter dated September 20th, states : “Sir Charles 
Woollev the Governor, returned on August 26th, after a 
four-month stay in the United Kingdom, where he took 
part in discussions at the Colonial Office on the major 
problems of British Guiana.
“At a Press conference, on the following day, Sir Charles dedSd that the success of the W.000 

loan was a reflection of the confidence with which the 
United Kingdom regarded the future of British Guiana, 
and stated (1) that a new water control scheme had been 
agreed upon to embrace an area of 160,000 acres between 
the Demerara and Essequibo rivers instead of the 
40 000 originally contemplated in the Bonasika Scheme, 
(2)’ the Colonial Development Corporation had promised 
to give careful study to proposals for the development 
of the British Guiana rice industry embodied 'J1 the 
report of the C.D.C. rice mission ; and (3) the Wadding­
ton Commission had submitted its report to the Secretary 
of State for consideration, and it would probably be 
published within the next two or three months.

“ He stated that British Guiana wanted a great deal 
more money than the amount of the loan raised in 
Britain stressed the importance of mamtammg confi­
dence and said he hoped to see the investment of more 

'Tff hasten hoped that the entry of the C.D.C. into 

the rice industry would coincide with a capital injection 
of £2,000,000 to £3,000,000.

Trade Union Seminar. " The opening session of 

D. J. Parkinson, deputy Colonial oecicLeL y,
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Venerable Archdeacon R. M. Pattison Muir delivered a 
lecture on moral responsibilities of trade unions.

“ The course is a residential one, arranged by the 
British Guiana Trades Union Council, in collaboration 
with the Department of Labour and the Extra Mural 
Department of the University College of the West Indies, 
and financed by grants from the Finance Committee, the 
Sugar Producers’ Association and the Demerara Bauxite 
Company and contributions from the trade unions 
themselves. Forty trainees, selected by the various 
trade unions, are taking the course of lecture discussions, 
which deal with aspects of social science and trade 
unionism.

“ During the course fourteen lectures on various 
subjects will be delivered to the trainees by prominent 
persons in the community, including the Hon. Mr. 
Justice E. R. L. Ward, Hon. Lionel Luckhoo, the 
president of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, the 
Commissioner of Co-operative Development and the 
Deputy Commissioner of Labour.

Control of Magistracy. “As from September 1st 
the Magistrates and their staffs, over whom the Hon. the 
Attorney General had hitherto exercised responsibility, 
came under the general administrative direction and 
control of the Hon. the Chief Justice.

Medical Department. “The 1950 report of the 
Director of Medical Services records several outstanding 
achievements, especially the additions made to the 
Public Hospital, Georgetown, and to the Mental and 
Tuberculosis Hospitals. Plans have been made to con­
vert the hospital at Atkinson Field into an auxiliary 
hospital and to provide six hospitals at strategic points 
m the colony on the basis of the Venn Commission.

/ h L' G' Edde^ Director of Medical Services, said 
efforts were being made to fill staff vacancies in 

British Guiana s Medical Department by recruiting 
doctors from Britain’s National Service. This move was 
made necessary because, despite constant advertisements 
of these vacancies and special legislation enacted in the 
hope of attracting Guianese graduates from North 
American Medical Schools, there were not sufficient 
applications.

“Dr. Eddey has left the colony to take up a post as 
Assistant Director of Medical Services, Gold Coast, West 
-¿xinccL.

Su£ar; • “ The Booker group of sugar estates 
are making a start m the production of refined sugar at 
Plantation Uitv ugt, West Coast, Demerara, by means 
of a small installation recently built at the factory It 
is hoped that refined sugar will be produced in 
quantities sufficient to satisfy local requirements and 

InX isTaX tO °f the SmaI1 West

Jamaica Relief Fund. “A group of Guianese 
W ï m6t the LeSisIati™ Council Chamber and 
^d a committee headed by his Worship the Mayor, 

Hon. R. B. Gajraj, to raise funds for the relief of the 
suffering people of Jamaica. The Financial Secretary 
who convened the meeting, said that the Executive 
toXdfund.V°ted ¿2'°°0 Government’s contribution

Rice Prices. “Dr. W. M. Clyde, Rice Adviser to 

the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, arrived in the 
colony to be chairman of the Rice Prices Arbitration 
Board, which was to decide whether British Guiana 
would get an increase in the price of her rice from the 
Eastern Caribbean colonies or whether the year-to-year 
basis for fixing prices quoted by the Rice Marketing 
Board was to continue.

“ The Board reached an agreement on the prices 
the Eastern Caribbean colonies would pay the Rice 
Marketing Board for rice during the next three 
years. The decision will not be made public until 
the report is forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies.

Chamber of Commerce. “ The Georgetown Cham­
ber of Commerce agreed to join Trinidad in a strong 
battle to have the West Indies enjoy the same prefer­
ential duty as the United Kingdom for its manufactured 
goods entering Commonwealth countries.”

DOMINICA
Storm Causes Damage. Our correspondent in 

Roseau writes in a newsletter dated September 30th:
On the 2nd of this month Dominica had a severe 

storm of wind and rain. We appeared to be on the 
periphery of a hurricane. The trouble cleared away 
at about five p.m., but damage to the banana crop was 
considerable. Measure of the damage is seen in the 
fact that the banana boat last week took only 30,000 
stems against the previous steamer’s 60,000. Still, 
we got off lightly compared with Jamaica.

Retail Co-operative Store. “ Our Administrator 
opened on the 5th the first retail co-operative distribut­
ing store in Dominica. It is situated in the village of 
Irafalgar, about two miles from Roseau up the Roseau 
River valley. He was accompanied by Coadjutor 
Bishop Antoine de Metz. This means breaking new 
ground for the Dominican, as he is generally regarded as 
an intense individualist. The name of the Rochdale 
pioneers was mentioned at the opening.

The Election. “ The sittings of the Supreme Court 
++Vm5 $een out tke waY> we are now turning our 

attention to the forthcoming elections next month, 
there is no literacy test and the main thing is to get 
your name on the roll of electors. The Government has 
taken great care of the elector who is not literate, polling 
clerks wdl explain to such how they are to vote, using 

pi^Hres «^kinis and animals to designate the 
elector s choice Though nomination day is not until 
2Xi:'Tth t.116 Polling day not until October 31st,
candidates are beginning to bestir themselves and show 
from h “ ^ay- More motor cars are arriving 
motor^Xt a n doubtless many electors will go in a 
bv car «if m lC and On foot- All passengers 
by car should secure a return ride to their homes 
acXXfXof0r BulldinS- “ Goodwill Estate, 
acquired by the Government a few years ago is now 
SsS to bUilX 10tS‘ ™S should Sieve tl^ 
to Ito tor Cfntral part of Roseau. The offer is 
to sell for cash or by instalments.”

GRENADA
By cable FROM our correspondent. October 1 Uh. 

Grenada went to the polls yesterday to elect eight
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from 21 nominees for the Legislative Council under the 
new constitution. The Grenada action committee and 
the Grenada Manual and Mental Workers Union, headed 
by E. M. Gairy, each nominated eight, the remaining 
five being Independents. The G.M.M.W.U. obtained 
six seats, and Action Committee two, but it is under­
stood that an election petition will be filed against 
one Union’s candidate. If the petition is successful, 
this seat will pass to the Action Committee candidate. 
Polling was conducted in the most orderly manner.

[The two successful Action Committee candidates 
were Mr. Albert Marryshow, who has been in the 
Legislature for 26 years, and Mr. Cyril Sylvester, a 
retired schools inspector.]

JAMAICA
The Hurricane Grant. Our correspondent, Mr. 

H. P. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on September 
25th, states: “ The general reaction to the British 
Government’s grant of £3,100,000 and interest-free loan 
of £1,500,000 is highly favourable. Both political 
parties, restless and uneasy until the figures were 
announced, seem to consider that Britain has recognized 
the seriousness of the situation.

The Banana Outlook. “ The weather has continued 
rainy, and the drought which so often follows hurricanes 
seems unlikely. Quick recovery of food crops is, there­
fore, possible. The banana industry is also expected to 
effect a rapid recovery. It is believed that all fields 
will be cleared up by the end of this month and replanting 
is already proceeding. It may be possible to send a 
cargo every few weeks : destruction in some areas was 
small and limited supplies may be continuously avail­
able. One effect of the devastation will probably be 
that Lacatan, the variety immune from Panama disease, 
will be the dominant variety.

Customs Tariff. “ The new Customs Tariff is to 
come into effect on October 1st, the House of Represen­
tatives decided on September 11th. Exemptions and 
reductions apply chiefly to essential foodstuffs, capital 
goods, and raw materials.”

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Copra Price Increased. In a newsletter from 

Port-of-Spain, dated September 21st, our correspondent 
writes • “ The Government has announced a $2.86 
increase per 100 lb. in the price of copra A Royal 
Gazette notice of August 28th fixed at $12.50 per 
100 lb. the minimum price to be paid by manufacturers 
for delivered copra. Under the current British Caribbean 
oils and fats agreement the maximum price at which 
copra could be exported from one British West Indian 
colony to another was fixed at $9.64 per 100 lb. or £45 
($216 B.W.I.) per ton. Although the agreement does 
not expire until the middle of 1952, it was felt by all 
British West Indian Governments that producers 
throughout the area would be harshly treated if tm 
price were maintained for the remaining year of the 
agreement, in view of the fact that the w°r °
copra has been fluctuating in recent months between 

£100 and £70 per ton.“A meeting of the oils and fats conference was held in 
Barbados in the middle of August, and has ^omm^ded 
to Governments that the export price should be £60 per 

ton f.o.b. for the year beginning September 1st, 1951. 
This represents an increase of 33| per cent on the 1950 
price. The conference does not, however, have any say 
as to what internal prices shall be, although normally 
the two are closely related. The Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago has accordingly decided that it 
would not be just to delay announcement of an increased 
internal price until the regional question is settled.

Tariff Anomalies. “ The Chamber of Commerce 
passed a resolution on August 23rd requesting Govern­
ment to renew representations to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies with a view to getting manufactured 
goods from the West Indies accepted in the Common­
wealth.

“ At present manufactured Simplex Time Recorder 
articles, one of the colony’s pioneer industries, are not 
admitted into Australia due to tariff anomalies caused 
by the interpretation of the General Agreement onTariffs 
and Trade between the United Kingdom and other 
signatories.

“ The motion reads :—
“ ‘ Be it resolved that this Chamber places on record 

its grave concern that the above interpretation of the 
G.A.T.T. should have been allowed to prevail, to the 
prejudice of the vital interests of the West Indies, and, 
further, that this Chamber should request the Trinidad 
Government to renew its representations to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies most urgently for the necessary 
remedial action to ensure that the West Indies shall 
enjoy the same preferential Import Duty Tariff for its 
manufactured goods entering Commonwealth countries 
as the United Kingdom.’

Food Subsidization. “Following suggestions from 
various quarters that additional subsidies be provided 
for price-increased essential foods, Government issued a 
statement on August 25th from the office of the financial 
secretary pointing out that no extra money is available 
from current revenues for this purpose.

“ It was stated that the colony’s surplus of $28.7 
million at the end of 1950 had been reduced to $22.7 
million by expenditure sanctioned under the five-year 
economic programme, and that a further $3.3 million 
must be deducted for supplementary votes, thereby 
reducing the surplus balance to $19.4 million. Almost 
all of this amount is tied up in advances and what 
remaining liquid cash there is must be kept as a working 
balance for current transactions. Current subsidies now 
amount to $3.7 million per annum.

Sugar Welfare Fund. “ An ordinance has been 
passed empowering the committee appointed to control 
and administer the Sugar Industry Labour Welfare 
Fund to hold property on mortgage as security for the 
repayment of loans made from the fund.

Tobago Dam Finished. “ Tobago’s $2,000,000 
Hillsborough Dam, which is to give the island an 
adequate water supply, was completed m August. It 
is expected that the dam will be put in use early m 19o2.

Heavy Rains in Trinidad. “Trinidad received a 
om a hurricane in the form of heavy 
rain which fell throughout Sunday, 
and late on the following afternoon.

Port-of-Spain and country districts were 
{Continued on page 252)

passing nod fr 
downpours of 
September 2nd 
The suburbs of
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{Continued from page 244) 
be used for the continuance of that scheme or to assist 
other schemes in the same field of investigation.

All the main research schemes that were in progress 
during 1949-50 were continued. One scheme being 
carried out in Fiji was concluded, and a new scheme 
concerned with the investigation of guinea worm was 
started in Nigeria, the number of schemes under the 
scientific supervision of the committee remaining at 21.

Dr. Muirhead-Thomson’s malaria research work in 
Jamaica developed along two main lines ; the study of 
the habits and infectivity of suspected malaria vectors, 
and the distribution of anopheline bites among different 
human age-groups in relation to general problems of 
malaria transmission and epidemiology. The dominant 
man-biting anopheline in Jamaica, Anopheles albimanus, 
bites actively out of doors, though a variable proportion 
enters houses to feed. While D.D.T. treatment of the 
house was found to give a high rate of kill, outside biting 
remained apparently undiminished, and on account of 
the very low natural infection rate of this anopheline it 
proved difficult to assess the value of the treatment. 
An interesting observation was the discovery that in the 
case of both Jamaican negroes and East Indians babies 
up to 18 months of age are scarcely bitten, and that 
liability to bites increases with age and is greater in the 
case of the male than the female, so that while adult 
women may be bitten from 30 to 40 times as often as 
babies, the like proportion for adult males is from 80 to 
100 times. In addition, few of the anophelines which 
do bite babies are able to follow up the bite with a blood 
meal, so that ideas formerly held in regard to young 
children being the main reservoir of malaria infection 
may need revision. Parallel observations during a 
short visit to Trinidad resulted in similar findings.

In Trinidad Mr. Senior White extended and intensified 
the investigations on the bionomics of the local vectors 
of malaria and particularly Anopheles aquasalis. Out­
door resting was found to be a general phenomenon for 
this species, and in no case where the man : ox and 
equine ratio was less than 10 to 1 was feeding on humans 
found to occur. A season’s survey of selected types of 
rice cultivation led to the encouraging conclusion that, 
locally, rice cultivation does not appear to present a 
malaria hazard. Another survey showed that clearance 
of mangrove does not stop development of anopheline 
larvae, which obtain shelter by the growth of a sub­
aqueous plant which takes the place of the mangrove. 
Numerous other bionomic observations of less im­
mediate practical interest were recorded.

Field work on nutrition continued mainly in the 
African territories, but Dr. Waterlow went to Jamaica 
under Medical Research Council auspices to study the 
clinical picture of malnutrition in children. The 
Faculty of Medicine of the University College of the 
West Indies reported research work on the growth of 
Jamaican children and its relation to nutrition and on a 
study of Arawak skeletal remains. The Medical Super­
intendent of the Caribbean Medical Centre, Port-of- 
Spam Trinidad, reported the successful treatment of 
granuloma inguinale with streptomycin.

{To be continued in next issue)

, A*1?- ^dividual member of the West India 
eligible for Life Membership on compounding his 
subscription by a single payment of ¿18 18s.

Committee is 
or her, annual

Publications Received

Annual Review for 1950 of Oilseeds, Oils, Oilcakes and 
Other Commodities. Frank Fehr & Co., Bury Street, 
London, E.C.3. Gives particulars and statistics of 
production and marketing of produce related to animal 
and vegetable oils and fats, including copra and coco-nut 
oil, cottonseed and cottonseed oil, cocoa, fish oils, etc. 
The statistics are accompanied by the usual valuable 
reviews of supply and demand during the year.

Annual Report of the Anti-Slavery Society for the 
Year ending March 31st, 1951. Records the efforts 
made by the Society to influence the United Nations to 
resume the work done by the League of Nations to 
suppress slavery, and the success of representations 
made to the Council of the Festival of Britain which 
resulted in the display of a mural painting on the subject 
in the Hall of the Lion and Unicom at South Bank.

The International Sugar Journal, Vol. LIII, No. 634, 
October, 1951. Contains an article by Mr. J. Hugh 
Evans of Tate & Lyle, Ltd., dealing with trials of bulk 
shipment of sugar by the s.s. Hudson Firth, a self­
trimming collier capable of carrying 3,800 to 4,000 
tons of sugar in bulk which had carried nine cargoes 
froin the British West Indies, seven of which were from 
Trinidad and two from Jamaica. From the results 
obtained Mr. Evans concludes that with properly 
designed ships and wharves bulk shipping can effect a 
saving of time which would enable 17 ships to do the 
work of 20 similar ships carrying sugar in bags.

Intelligence, Vol. I, No. 2, June, 1951. A new monthly 
magazine edited and published in Kingston, Jamaica, 
~y fr- R. Dailey. Annual subscription : local, 10s.; 
foreign, Ils. Makes interesting comment on Jamaican 
and world affairs, and provides the general reader with 
news of happenings in agricultural, commercial, social, 
sporting and professional circles. If the standard of this 
issue is maintained the magazine should soon have a 
wide distribution among Jamaicans both in the island 
and oversea.

Sugar-Cane as a Rotation Crop

JN the October issue of World Crops the editor, Sir 
Harold Tempany, comments on the beneficial 

eiiect of the incorporation of molasses and sugar-cane 
residues with the soil, resulting in improved soil structure 

¿nCI-eased ^tability of soil aggregates attributed to 
the binding action of fungus mycelium and the cement­
ing action of hgnms and gums formed by bacterial action 
irom carbohydrates, both of which developments are 
stimulated by the sugar present in the molasses and 
residues.

Sugar-cane being moreover a grass, the roots may, 
many Other Srasses> themselves exert'a 

soh nart- °n -he SO11 by bindinS together the 
has Shown that cane can be 

d °n the same lands for very long
p S sensible deterioration of those lands,
of ■ eSe faCtS’ and ln view of the accepted value 
in the f ul.croP.r°tations for medium rainfall regions

Slr Harold conjectures that a rotation 
incorporating sugar-cane in place of grass levs might 
be an acceptable alternative under tropical condidons.
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Company Reports and Meetings
Booker Brothers McConnell & Co., Ltd.—continued.

Mr. A. F. V. McConnell, the chairman, in the course of a 
statement which accompanies the report [see last Circular], says: 
“ I would call your attention to the further improvement in the 
company’s liquid position. Last year I said that a new bout of in­
flation was full of financial problems for us. It is indeed, as is the 
case with all businesses. In Bookers, however, the nature of our 
undertakings and of the economy of the colonial territories 
where we operate tends to some extent to insulate us from the 
most exaggerated features of inflation or, at any rate, to postpone 
their impact. In their report your directors foreshadow a 
dividend policy primarily designed further to improve our 
liquid position and to conserve our cash resources against such 
elements of inflation as come upon us. Furthermore, in a 
business of the size and sweep of Bookers, there are bound to 
present themselves from time to time new projects for which 
we feel we must find finance. We cannot afford to pass by new 
investment which we regard as essential to the well-being of our 
existing business and of the colonies where we trade.

Taxation
" The present high level of taxation adds immeasurably to our 

problems. Certain colonial governments, recognizing its 
deterrent effect upon enterprise and development, have recently 
adopted the enlightened policy of granting substantial tax relief 
to new industrial concerns. In so far, however, as investment 
in new colonial industries comes from the United Kingdom 
as it is largely bound to—the taxation system of H.M. Govern­
ment entirely nullifies these colonial tax concessions. The 
West India Committee have submitted to the Royal Commission 
on the Taxation of Profits and Income a memorandum calling 
attention to this anomaly.”

After quoting a letter on the subject addressed to The Times 
by the vice-chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell, Mr. McConne 
continued, “ Since that letter was written, H.M. Government 
have conceived the limitation of dividends. It is alleged that 
this measure, which is really nothing but a P®^®^^11.^ 
political expediency, is to protect the standard of hvinS “J ™® 
United Kingdom. It seems most improbable that it will have 
this or any other beneficial result. One result 
it certainly will have is gravely to jeopardize the standard ot 
living of British colonial peoples. It is difficult to imagine any 
more effective way of drying up the mam source.from which 
money for colonial development must still come—British private 

enterprise.
Reorganization

“ Last year I told you that we had reached the final stages of 
preparing a comprehensive scheme for the internal reorganization 
of the group and that we aimed to put the scheme into operation 
on January 1st this year. This has been done and we are fully 
satisfied that our administrative and financial organization is 
now appropriate to our diverse businesses.

Sugar

and the experts tell us ^t^re ^ojeason 
mechanical fiel^cuIrisation. Work on modernizing our factories 

goes forward well. Bookers are responsible,
“The group of estatesJorwhich noox^

either as owners ^ agents p d ’ Even higher output 
1950 as against 120,755 tons m rainfall
had been confidently expected, consequent flooding of
in the first two months of the badly and did
large areas of cultivation upse cane-fields. Present esti- 
considerable damage to some of the jcane neias
mates are that the 1951 output ^Xll^aboutthe labour 

Labour. “It is never safe to prophesyself_seekers 
situation for unfortunately po. ̂ oTkX^X^nds and dSctly 

X^oXeXwthe workers, to inflame

the industry and bring about major ^oPP^e . thanks to the

understanding and 

goodwill which can alone inspire successful human relationships. 
We attach much importance to welfare and the personal touch. 
As an indication of what is being done, I cannot do better than 
quote from the annual report of the Social Welfare Organizer 
of the British Guiana Sugar Producers’ Association : “ The 
Managers on the sugar estates of this colony are giving welfare 
a real place in their annual programmes and a marked advance 
can be noted.”

Markets. “ I told you last year that an agreement had been 
reached which, ‘ while it by no means affords the security which 
West Indian circumstances justify, at least affords a minimum 
measure of security against which we can plan for the next 
eight years.’ In recent months you will have learned that H.M. 
Government, before this Commonwealth Sugar Agreement 
could be signed and without consulting the Commonwealth 
governments and producers with whom they had negotiated it, 
chose to open separate negotiations for the contractual purchase 
of Cuban sugar. These, which culminated in the signing on 
August 10th of a Trade Agreement between the United Kingdom 
and Cuba, have, not unnaturally, complicated and delayed the 
signing of the Commonwealth Agreement. The present position 
is therefore, clouded and uncertain and Commonwealth producers 
are most perturbed by the lack of co-ordination between H.M. 
Government departments which has brought about this new 
uncertainty. Perturbed as we are, I must, nevertheless, express 
our sincere appreciation of the help and understanding which 
we can always be sure of receiving from the Colonial Office. 
The British West Indian—and other colonial—people are 
fortunate in the constructive way in which this department 
fulfil their most complex responsibilities.

“ The future of the Canadian market is also causing us much 
anxiety because currency control and other interference in 
traditional Canada/West Indies trade relations are leading 
Canada to turn to non-Commonwealth sources for her sugar. 
It would be disastrous for the British West Indies, from much 
more than the sugar point of view, were this tendency to bring 
about permanent estrangement—estrangement for which the 
British West Indies themselves could in no way be held respons­
ible.

Shop-Keeping
“ The concentration of the group’s trading and shop-keeping 

activities under Campbell Booker Carter Ltd (late Campbell 
Bros., Carter & Co., Ltd.) has proceeded smoothly.

“ In Central Africa our trading interests have been split into 
three sections, each of which has been given a financial structure 
which should be adequate for the expanding environment in 
which they trade. In 1950 they had a deservedly good year

“ In British Guiana 1950 results were about the same as 1949 , 
given reasonable general trading conditions we hope to do better 
in future, despite price control and increased competition. In 
Trinidad, Stephens Limited improved upon last year s results and 
current returns show continued expansion

“ Price controls operate with varying degrees of severity in 
British Guiana, Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Their 
j 4- pffprts are particularly noticeable in the retailtrTde"^ “ale tIade

Rhodesia In Northern Rhodesia, negotiations have been 
.Tti+h Covernment upon which will depend whether or 

opened with G continue to extend our wholesale trade
We " believe that measures of price 

iand taxation) which make it impossible for the trader 
to fild the money to replace stocks at unavoidably higher prices, 
can nossibiW be in the interests of the community as a whole, 

in colonial territories, whose developing economy

^experience of trading conditions in Central Africa and the

S overseas staff is always
pressing Pand causes us considerable concern—particulariy i 

costs - —«K^s 

any other—aspect of our 

responsibilities. „Prhans be aware of the extent of
»<—■ “a
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confirming house for clients throughout the Union of South 
Africa, the Rhodesias, East and West Africa, Ceylon and Hong 
Kong. Their current figures of turnover are the highest we have 
known.

Shipping

formed
“ On January 1st, 1951, the company’s Liverpool office was 
rmcd into a separate company, under the name of Booker

Bros. (Liverpool) Ltd. This is now the parent company of the 
group’s shipping and allied interests. It holds the shares in 
Booker Line Ltd. (formerly The Arakaka Steamship Co., Ltd.), 
Bookers Shipping & Trading Co., Ltd., and Bookers Shipping 
Transport & Wharves Ltd., the last being a company registered 
in British Guiana and responsible for the operation there of the 
group’s coastal shipping services, shipping and air line agencies, 
stevedoring, warehousing and wharfingers businesses and road 
transport.

“ Because this new organization did not come into operation 
until January 1st of this year, 1950 was not affected by it. It 
will, however, be convenient to refer briefly to the 1950 results 
under the new grouping.

Booker Line Ltd.-—“ Arakaka and Amakura operated success­
fully in spite of the formidable task of completing twelve voyages 
in the year between them, Towards the end of the year, in 
order to improve our service, it was decided to charter a third 
vessel.

“ The Line is always faced with the possibility of having to 
contend with adverse factors beyond their control, notably bad 
weather, which can affect not only the steamers’ sailings but also 
loading and discharging. Only once during the year were 
sailing schedules upset through labour disputes—a waterfront 
strike in Georgetown. The outstanding morale and loyalty of 
our sea-going personnel do much to help us overcome difficulties.

" It is not surprising that operating costs continued to increase, 
but this was largely offset by higher rates of freight. Apart 
from our own shipments, it is satisfactory that we are able to 
rely upon the valuable support of so many shippers from this 
country to British Guiana. In common with other Shipping 
companies, the Line is faced with the problem of providing out 
of current revenue funds required in due course to replace ships 
at prices which at present can be calculated only by guesswork • 
but which guesswork suggests will be incomparably above their 
original cost.

Bookers Shipping and Trading Co., Ltd.—“ Results were 
encouraging. Shipping and forwarding work undertaken for 
outside shippers continues to increase and progress made by the 
department responsible for booking sea and air passages is 
particularly pleasing.

Demer ar a Shipping Interests.—“ Difficulties have been experi­
enced in restoring coastal craft to first-class condition after the 
war In particular motor coasters have been laid up owin~ 
to slow delivery of spare parts. The results of all departments 
were, generally speaking, worse than in 1949, the main factor 
responsible being rapid increases in operating expenses not 
balanced at the time by corresponding increases in revenue. 
The prospects for the current year are rather more reassuring.

Rum

February1 haVe to reCOrd the d“th 
Sul’ T LM ?• R Gray> a senior director of United

Rum Merchants Ltd., and one of the past owners of the business 
succeZer tWenty years he had done a great deal towards its

Ltd. had another good year in 1950 
with an outstanding increase in sales on the Home Market of 

Lemon Hart and Lamb’s NavT This 
sumptionWffi the U ®ncoaraging because total rum con­
sumption m the United Kingdom declined during the vear 
witt'SSd i°r that the co-pany-s

th which most of you will be familiar, is proving effective in 
the Public brands which they like. I am glad 

195^1 aniindS pourable trend has extended into
PUbllC names

sales^are^eh^^ff^A+V0^ Jhe returns irom satisfactory

that furth- ”d 
sBSSSSSS 

ings were, on December 31st, very high. This borrowed money 
being required to finance duty recoverable from customers is a 
reflection of the high volume of branded sales.

Properties Holdings and Services

“ Of the smaller companies in British Guiana (now subsidiary 
to Bookers Properties Holdings & Services Ltd., formed on 
January 1st, 1951), the R. D. Balata Co., Ltd., bad a satisfactory 
year, and Bookers Manufacturing Drug Co., Ltd., improved on 
its 1949 results. The B.G. Lithographic Co., Ltd., did well and 
shows considerable promise for the future. We look to Bookers 
Properties Holdings & Services Ltd. to foster any new projects 
which we may decide to undertake in British Guiana.

Management and Staff

“ Apart from the many problems of these troubled times, 
the process of reorganization has thrown a great deal of extra 
work and worry upon our management and staff. I am sure, 
however, that the company’s employees—as well as its share­
holders—will benefit from the greater efficiency of our new 
administrative machinery working, as it is, more smoothly 
every day.

Our finest asset is the team of men and women who operate 
our businesses and because we know that they are good and bear 
the responsibility and do the work allotted to them we can face 
with confidence whatever the future may have in store for us.”

Trinidad Fishing Enterprise

A Caribbean Commission Press release of October 3rd 
reports the arrival at Port-of-Spain of a 50-foot 

motor vessel (the m.v. Assault) equipped for trawl­
fishing.

This signalises the start of a fisheries survey in the 
area, planned as a first step in the development of a 
large-scale commercial trawl-fishing enterprise by Thor 
Dahl, Inc., of New York City. The survey, which is to 
co^tinue f°r a year’ be confined to the technique 
which is directed to the capture of bottom-living fish 
by means of drag-nets, and will be designed with a view 
to estimating the prospects of the establishment of a 
long term trawl-fishing industry placed on an economic 
basis without over-fishing. Operations will in general 
be at depths not exceeding 40 fathoms.

The vessel has an insulated hold and ice will be used 
to keep the catch fresh. In the early stages the catch 
would supplement local supplies of fresh fish, but on the 
basis oi the Brown-Whiteleather report of 1944 and 
supplemental information it is anticipated that supplies 
would ultimately permit of the extension of operations 
to nlletmg dry-saltmg, and canning fish for export; 
to the production of fish oil and fish meal and the 
processing of offal into stock and poultry feed and 
fertilizers. J

In recognition of the desirability of developing fishing, 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has designated 
it a pioneer industry, subject to certain tax exemptions.

CHIEF ENGINEER REQUIRED

eL? with large cane sugar factories in PortugueseJ making sulphitation whites and raw sugars Annli-
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West Indian Passenger List Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano (Captain F. P. 

Inch), Avonmouth, September 13th :—
Booker Line

Home arrivals from British Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain 
J. A. Carter), Liverpool, October 16th :—
Mr. A. R. Barker Mr. H. Paul Mr. & Mrs. J. V. Ryder
Mr. D. L. Crish Mrs. K. M. Renton Miss C. Ryder

Saguenay Terminals
Sailings to the West Indies in m.v. Bruno (Captain A. Heilburg),

London, October 1st :—
Mr. A. L. Austin 
Mrs. F. Chandler 
Miss I. E. Chandler

Mr. J. W. Davey 
Miss S. P. Grice 
Mr. R. S. Kaufmann

Mrs. A. H. Mackintosh 
Mr. A. H. Marshall 
Lady Woolley

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.

Mr. K. Anderson 
Capt. R. Barber 
Miss Z. Borough 
Mr. Z. Bucknor 
Mr. C. Cacho 
Miss E. Clemmings 
Mr. W. Colwill 
Miss S. P. Cooper 
Mr. E. Craig 
Mr. H. Daley 
Mr. J. Davis 
Mr. H. Dixon 
Mr. G. Duncan 
Miss H. Dunn 
Miss J. D’Rizzio 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Earle 
Mrs. D. Finn 
Mr. T. Flemmings

Mr. N. Fletcher
Mr. K. Gordon 
Mrs. E. Graham 
Mr. E. Hanna 
Miss C. Harvey 
Miss V. Hylton 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Jenkins 
Mr. D. Jenkins 
Miss F. Jenkins 
Mr. W. Knight 
Miss E. Kock 
Miss I. Leach 
Mr. T. Lloyd 
Mrs. J. McDonald 
Miss R. McDowell 
Miss E. McFarlane 
Mrs. G. March

Mr. R. Mathews 
Miss I. Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Philips 
Mrs. I. Pleasance 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Poole 
Miss M. Reddie 
Mr. R. Russell 
Miss A. Scarlett 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Smith 
Mr. J. Stephenson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Thomas 
Mr. D. Thompson 
Miss M. Usher 
Mrs. B. Wakefield 
Mrs. M. Young 
Mr. E. Zacca 
Mr. W. Zacca 
Miss P. Zacca

Home arrivals from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain
R. P. Dross), Plymouth, September 27th
Mr. M. Baksh
Mr. C. E. Barker
Mr. G. Barratt
Mr. K. Beharrysingh
Mr. G. Bristol
Mr. C. S. Chin-a-Loy
Mr. & Mrs. E. F. Dark
Mrs. C. E. Gill

Mr. G. L. Harding 
Mr. C. A. Hercules 
Miss E. T. Hunte 
Mr. E. N. Isaacs 
Mr. R. Jagernauth 
Mr. W. H. King 
Mr. Raj Kumar

French Line

Miss J. O. Reid 
Mr. J. R. Singh 
Mr. P. J. de Souza 
Miss C. E. Steele 
Mr. H. Stwaroo 
Mr. & Mrs. E. K. Taylor 
Miss M. F. Taylor

West Indies, in s.s.Sailings to the
Dupont), Southampton, September 20th :—

Colombie (Captain P.

Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Agard 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Agostini 
Miss M. Alston 
Mr. W. Armstrong 
Miss B. Arne 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Arrindell 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Augustus 
Mr. B. Berry 
Mrs. N. Best 
Miss J. Best 
Mr. H. Bolt 
Sister M. Brady 
Mrs. M. Brunner 
Miss C. Brunner 
Rev. R. Bulbeck 
Mr. J. Burns
Mr. & Mrs. F. Camacho 
Miss M. Camacho 
Mrs. M. Carmichael 
Mr. R. Chambers 
Mr. L. Chang
Mr. & Mrs. C. Chaventre 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Chen 
Miss M. Chen 
Mr. H. Cherrie 
Mrs. T. Cherrie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Cole 
Misses E. & J- Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Comber 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Cook 
Misses E. & J- Cook 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Cope 
Miss E. Cope 
Miss V. Cruickshank 
Rev. D. Curtain 
Miss J. David 
Mrs. W. De Boehmler

Mr. & Mrs. C. George
Mr. O. Gibbon 
Mrs. E. Gibbon 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Gittens 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Gittens 
Mr. L. A. Gobin 
Mr. R. Goetz 
Mr. R. Goffe 
Mr. C. Gomes 
Mr. S. Gomes 
Mr. L. Gonzalez 
Mrs. P. Greenidge 
Mrs. C. Hamilton-Smith 
Mrs. L. Haynes 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Heaton 
Miss M. Henderson 
Mrs. M. Hernandez 
Mrs. E. Howell 
Misses J. & S. Howell 
Mr. E. Hughes-Davies 
Mrs. D. Hurst
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hylton 
Mr. & Mrs. N. Inniss 
Mrs. I. Ireland 
Mr. N. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Johnson 
Mrs. K. Kelly 
Miss I. Kelly 
Mrs. J. Knox 
Mrs. M. Laing 
Miss J. Laing 
Rev. & Mrs. F. Lawrence
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

L. Lee
& Mrs. R. Lcotaud
& Mrs. L. Little
A. Lumsden
J. Mackay 

Mrs. M. MathieuMr. L. De Castro ---- iMr. & Mrs. S. De Freitas Mr. J._M^ard 
- — • Miss H. McDavidMiss P. De Freitas 

Miss M. Diaz 
Mr. G. Dixon 
Miss E. Dormer 
Miss N. Dunk 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Earl 
Mrs. E. Ellis 
Mrs. E. Emberson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Forrest 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Fowkes

Miss D. McHardy 
Mrs. M. McLean 
Mr. I. McLean 
Mrs. D. McIntyre 
Mr. A. Mohammed 
Mr. I. Moody 
Mr. J. Morrin 
Mr. A. Morris 
Mrs. M. Morris

West Indies, in s.s.

Mrs. M. Nicholl 
Miss P. Nicholl 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Offner 
Mrs. M. Ofield 
Mr. & Mrs. J. O’Hara 
Mr. & Mrs. G. O’Reilly 
Miss P. O’Reilly 
Mr. & Mrs. C. O’Toole 
Mr. R. O’Toole 
Misses B. & S. O’Toole 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Peacock 
Mrs. N. Phillipson 
Mr. V. Ramsaran 
Mrs. I. Randall 
Miss L. Redon 
Mr. N. Richards 
Mr. P. Roach
Mr. & Mrs. A. Robertson 
Mr. N. Rodriguez 
Mr. V. Rose 
Miss Y. Rose
Mr. & Mrs. R. Sankey 
Mr. J. Sanz 
Miss A. Sanz
Mr. & Mrs. F. Schoener- 

Scott
Miss Q. Schoener-Scott 
Miss M. Secers
Mr. & Mrs. J. Shields 
Miss M. Sunderland 
Miss N. Tachon 
Mrs. G. Tree 
Miss R. Tree
Mr. & Mrs. H. Tucker 
Dr. L. Varma 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Waller 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Waterman 
Miss V. Waterman 
Mr. G. Webb 
Mr. W. Webster 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Weston 
Miss V. Weston 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Wheating 
Miss A. Wheating 
Miss D. Whithead 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Wilson 
Miss P. Wilson

Sailings to the .. — -— ■ 
Raveau), Southampton, October 11th.

Gascogne (Captain M.

Mrs. E. Bacchus
Mr. & Mrs. G. Ballantyne 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Bayley 
Mr. H. Boertien 
Miss M. Callender 
Mrs. H. Chanter 
Mr. T. Corcoran
Mr. & Mrs. P. De Carteret
Mr. P. De Groot 
Mrs. P. Devaux 
Mrs. M. Dew 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Dickson 
Mr. J. Dinley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Douglas 
Misses L. & M. Douglas 
Mr. B. Duquesnay

Mr. D. Duquesnay
Mr. N. Duquesnay 
Miss G. Gomes 
Mr. A. Grace 
Miss C. Hagley 
Mr. M. Heal 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hunte 
Mr. F. Hill-Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Jaipal 
Misses P. & R- Jaipal 
Mr. D. Jordan 
Mr. D. Keegan 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Lucas 
Mr. R. Milne 
Mrs. S. Moll 
Mr. E. Moore

Mr. & Mrs. J. Nicol 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Oakley 
Mrs. L. Reid 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Rodbourn 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Sandiford 
Mr. V. Sandiford 
Mr. S. Singh 
Mr. O. Stagg 
Mrs. L. Streater 
Mr. R. Taylor 
Mr. A. Thompson 
Mrs. H. Trapl 
Misses M. & S. Trapl 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Vaughan

Cavina (Captain T. H.

Miss L. H. Shelton
Miss M. G. Smith 
Miss I. M. Staples 
Miss A. D. Steer 
Miss H. Swaby 
Miss M. I. Taylor 
Miss O. T. Vincent 
Mr. T. O. Walters 
Miss L. E. Walton 
Mrs. M. E. White 
Miss B. H. Wignail 
Miss F. Williams 
Miss C. M. Witter 
Mrs. I. L. Wright 
Mr. R. B. Wynter

from Jamaica, in s.s.

Mr. S. O. Habert 
Mrs. M. Himshellwood 
Miss V. Himshellwood 
Mr. J. G. Jones 
Mr. A. O. King 
Miss B. D. Kuhnel 
Miss R. C. Lawrence 
Mr. & Mrs. D. J. Lett 
Miss E. B. Lue-Sang 
Mrs. H. I. Lyons 
Mrs. A. M. McClure 
Mrs. C. A. Maddix 
Mr. & Mrs. A. A. Nash 
Miss F. A. Parker 
Miss Y. Railing 
Mr. H. A. Shaw

Home arrivals
Bull), Southampton, October 4th :—
Mr. H. P. Allen 
Mrs. E. Allen 
Mrs. B. Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Anderson 
Mr. L. C. Baker 
Mrs. I. Bauman 
Mrs. M. L. Burke 
Miss L. H. Burke 
Mr. H. T. Clarke 
Miss S. Coates 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Copping 
Miss M. H. Duncan 
Mr. L. J. Ellis 
Miss G. V. Forbes 
Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Gist 
Mrs. H. M. Goodison

from Trinidad and 
S. A. Sapsworth),

Home arrivals 
(Captain

Miss I. M. Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Atkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Barker 
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Butt 
Mr. J. W. Dent 
Mrs. M. J. Drake 
Mr. S. Dubay 
Miss E. Eisner 
Miss H. J. Ellis 
Mr. J. E. Hazelwood 
Misses P. & R. Indar 
Mr. E. V. John

Mrs. I. N. Barnes 
Miss J. F. Birkett 
Mrs. I. M. Cuke 
Mr. D. E. Cuke 
Miss J. Harford 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Hole

Southampton,
Trinidad

Mr. D. T. Law 
Mr. J. V. Lawrence 
Mr. P. J. Martinez 
Mrs. G. McGrath 
Rev. Father H. McKenna 
Mr. H. V. Morris 
Mr. L. D. Persaud 
Mr. C. W. Peters 
Mr. J. Phang 
Mr. E. G. Powdrill 
Mr. B. Sanders 
Mr. W. R. Scott

Barbados 
Misses A. J. & C. Hole 
Mrs. E. I- Hosking 
Miss C. M. Hosking 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Jackson 
Mr. G. K. Johnson 
Miss P. M. Johnson

Barbados,

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
Avonmouth, September 15th :
Mrs. O. L. Anderson 
Rev. W. H. Armstrong 
Mrs. M. E. Ashwell 
Mrs. P. Bird 
Miss L. M. Black 
Miss I. K. Blake 
Mr. L. S. Brown 
Mr. T. H. Buchanan 
Mr. L. J. Burke 
Mrs. M. F. Cameron 
Mr. & Mrs. W. F. Chape 
Mrs. H. R. Christy 
Mrs. Z. S. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Clennett 
Miss K. V. Darby 
Mr. L. De Cordova

in s.s. Golfito, 
October 6th :—

Mr. G. V. Sharpe 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Singh 
Mr. & Mrs. M. V. Smith 
Miss A. Too-Chung 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Turnbull 
Miss M. W. Turnbull 
Mr. W. S. Turner 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Ventress 
Mr. C. J. Walters 
Mr. R. C. Watson 
Mrs. D. Wilks
Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Williams

Mrs. W. F. Lambert 
Miss J. Lewis 
Mrs. J. A. Mathieson 
Miss P. A. Savage 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Thomas 
Miss L. A. Yearwood

(Captain T. H. Bull)

Mr. & Mrs. C. Duncan 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Evans 
Miss B. N. Evans 
Miss K. A. Gilpin-Hudson 
Mrs. E. H. Halladey 
Prof. & Mrs. C. Hassall 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hepworth 
Mrs. J. L. Higginbotham 
Mrs. D. G. Jennings 
Miss R. E. Lowth 
Mr. J. Mercer 
Mr. H. C. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Mills 
Mrs. R. Monier-Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Nordstrom

Mrs. E. M. Nunes 
Mr. K. K. O’Connor 
Mrs. G. V. Oerton 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Palmer 
Miss V. M. Parnell 
Mrs. P. F. Pengelley 
Mr. A. T. Pigeon 
Mr. B. L. Robinson 
Miss H. M. Rurrup 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Sanguinetti 
Misses A. & B. Sherlock 
Miss F. P. Smith 
Mrs. I. Stewart
Mrs. M. Thomson-Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Warrell

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. 
Avonmouth, October 15th :—

Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie)

Miss D. Adcock 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Atkinson 
Mrs. Barnett 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Blaine 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Brown 
Mrs. Burrowes 
Mr. R. W. Campbell 
Miss H. Clarke 
Mr. A. G. Cousins 
Mrs. J. Cruttenden 
Rev. & Mrs. D. S. Curry 
Mr. W. Esson 
Miss F. B. Esson 
Dr. & Mrs. W.

Farquharson 
Mr. & Mrs. H. F. Fenton

Mr. A. S. Francisco 
Mr. A. C. Graham 
Mrs. J. M. Hall 
Rev. & Mrs. E. Heavenor 
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Isaacs 
Mr. W. L. Jack 
Mr. J. Kealey 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Kirkpatrick 
Mr. G. Lindsay 
Mr. G. M. Makin 
Mr. McNuff 
Mr. J. Murphy 
Mr. G. A. Newton 
Mr. S. E. Palmer 
Mr. W. H. Pearson

Rev. & Mrs. K. Pronger 
Mr. D. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Robison 
Dr. & Mrs. G. O.

Rushie-Grey 
Mr. E. A. Sleem 
F/O. & Mrs. C. E. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. E. J. Tavares 
Mr. & Mrs. D. C. Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. B. F. Topper 
Dr. E. J. Valentine 
Dr. & Mrs. A. S.

Westmorland 
Mrs. J. E. Williams 
Miss U. Wright
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The Markets
---------  October 15th, 1951

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices and those of a 
1 year ago are shown below :—

Dividend for
Latest Year

Latest 
Quotation

Price
Oct. 20th, 1950

21
31

Consols
War Loan ...

65
871

67
881

73
97

75
98

25 Angostura Bitters.......................... 63/11 65/71 75/- 80/-
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 35/71 38/11 35/- 37/6
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6

*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 47/6 50/- 35/- 37/6
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” 42/6 45/6 46/6 50/6

*91 Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 33/11 35/71 29/- 31/-
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/- 24/41 26/101
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 1/- 1/6 1/71 1/101
81 Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/9 3/3 2/9 3/3
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 18/9 21/3 18/9 21/3xd

*71 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/3 5/3 4/9 5/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 13/3 14/3 9/3 10/3
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/- 25/6 27/6 46/3 48/3f121 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/3 3/3 — .
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 215/- 235/- 205/— 

57/6
225/-

♦171 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 62/6 63/9 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 19/— 16/3 17/6xd20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 21/- 23/- 21/9 22/9*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ... 32/- 33/- 23/6 25/6

*161 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 35/- 37/6 26/9 28/9
51 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 22/- 23/— 21/9 22/9
71 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 4/9 5/682 United British Oilfields 6/8 28/- 29/- 22/- 23/-5 West Indies Sugar ... 20/71 21/101 22/- 24/-6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

♦Free of Income Tax. f£l shares.

Cocoa. The market has been very quiet during the past 
month with prices tending to decline. No old crop cocoa is now 
available for shipment, and new crop is quoted at : Trinidad 
first marks 260/- per 50 kilos f.o.b., and Grenada fine estates 
at 255/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. On the spot Trinidad first marks are 
quoted at 300/- per cwt. ex wharf, and Grenada good marks at

Honey. There is nothing fresh to report. There are stocks 
available in London and the quotation is 105/- for good sound 
honey without guarantee of colour.

Pimento. The c.i.f. price remains unchanged at 221/-. 
1 he ex wharf price in London is now 1 / 111 per lb. Buyers show 
no interest at the moment.

Ginger has been a very quiet market with prices lower than 
those last reported. The quotations for ex wharf London are • 
No. 3 grade 465/-, No. 2 475/- and No. 1 485/-.

Nutmegs. The market is extremely quiet with practically 
9?nintereiSi be“g shown by buyers. Defectives are quoted at 

per lb. c.i.f., sound unassorted at 3/1, and 80’s at 3/9.
Mace. Whole blade is quoted at 8/8 per lb. c.i.f. and No. 1 

pickings at 7/8 per lb. c.i.f. Ex wharf prices are 9/6 and 8/6 
respectively. Lower grades are nominal. '

Sugar. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns for August are as

Imports of Unrefined 
Union of South Africa 
Mauritius

tons
Month

1950
3,000

of August
1951

Januf 
1950 
3,002

ry-August
1951

19,797
Australia ...
Fiji ............. .
British West Indies
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Cuba
Hayti ...
Dominican Republic T T
Mexico ... ... ..'
Peru ... ..’ ”
Other Foreign Countries

Total..........................

4,450

24,930
2,599

67,342

23,198

3,805

129,324

26

57,982
2,574

199,484

49,976

2,243

312,285

91,073 
143,831

269,637
51,215

432,664

365,649

3,887

1,360,958

116,994
127,731

234,987
54,474

746,003

383,210

27,616

1,710,812
consumption 
Refined ...
Unrefined...

Total ..............

Stocks (end of July) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 
imported Unrefined

Month

174,541

174,541

of August
6,915

174,707

181,622

J anuary-August
17 18,291

1,324,746 1,322,031

1,324,763 1,340,322

66,100

316,250

75,450
8,050

438,850
Total ... 382,350 522,350 1

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for August are as
follows :—

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

Month
1950

175,619

280,988
71,756

139,796
57,103

116

of August 
1951

57,654
286,158 
192,028
194,588
36,497
24,932

154

January-August
1950 1951

809,372 822,773
679,708 2,253,584

1,866,509 1,463,927
469,791 969,567

1,473,019 1,022,727
177,081 456,687

444 3,476

Total ... 725,378 792,011 5,475,924 6,992,741

Exports

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of July) ...

29,532 54,672
Month of July

101,356 52,252
12,261,000 15,049,000

381,403 396,348
January-July

846,405 854,983

Cocoa. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns for August are as

Imports ... ... ... cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial 

Africa ...
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Month 
1950

2,000
7 

6,508 
82

3,000 
7,200

of August 
1951

68 
7,147 
3,164 

1

15,888 
1,612

J anuary-August 
1950 1951

24,173 11,558
1,091,974 958,493

543,905 701,794
65,540 55,951
16,339 17,350

160,691 24,253
482,446 23,344

142 5,545

Total ...

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of July)

18,797 27,880

3,233 5,864
Month of July

104,834 39,773
25,000 714,000

2,385,210 1,798,288

33,871 47,402
January-July

1,661,305 1,013,135

{Continued from page 247) 
damaged by floods and approximately 30 people were 
rendered homeless.

M.P.s Visit the West Indies. “ Mr. A. T. Lennox- 
Boyd, and Mr. Bernard R. Braine, Conservative Members 
of Parliament, visited the West Indies in September.

Secretary Ends Term of Office. “ Mr. Lawrence 
Cramer, who ended his five-year term as Secretary 
General of the Caribbean Commission on September 
4th, has been commended by the U.S. State Department 
for his outstanding contribution to the Commission.

New Venezuelan Consul General. “ Senor Carlos 
Julio Rojas, the new Venezuelan Consul General in 
Trinidad, took over the Consulate on September 6th. 
He replaces Col. Nucete Paoli, who resigned recently, 
and it is the second occasion on which he has held this 
appointment in Trinidad.

B.B.C. Chairman on Cruise. “ Lord Simon, 
chairman of the Board of Governors of the B.B.C.,passed 
through Trinidad on August 23rd as an in-transit 
passenger on the s.s. Colombie.

Major Storey on Legislature. “ Major Alan 
Storey, D.F.C., a Director of Alstons Ltd., and vice- 
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, has been made a 
nominated member of the Legislative Council by His 
Excellency the Governor. His nomination dates from 
September 10th and he replaces Sir Gerald Wight, who 
recently resigned from membership of the Legislature 
m which he held the office of Deputy Speaker. Major

Serv€d as a member from
1946 to 1950.

Cricketers. "Eight members of the 
West Indian cricket team, including John Goddard, 
who will captain the team, sailed from Trinidad for 
Australia on August 31st.”
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Britain and Her Colonies

DURING the “ blood, toil, sweat and tears ” period, 
the outstanding quality which was apparent to 
the world was the loyalty and integrity of our great 

Commonwealth and Empire. This integrity served as 
the keynote and became the mainstay of our Allies as 
well as the example which gave hope to the then cowed 
and oppressed peoples, carrying with it a torch which 
was expected to show the foundations of the new and 
finer world for which the universe was waiting.

The King’s Speech at the opening of Parliament 
and the debate which followed showed clearly once 
again that the United Kingdom and the sterling area 
are facing a situation unparalleled in its possible con­
sequences, and that only the closest unity, not only 
within the United Kingdom, but also between the 
United Kingdom and the members of the Common­
wealth and Empire, can ensure the future stability of the 
free world. Without this unity no foundation can be 
laid upon which the United Nations, or any organization 
working for the common good, can act. To-day, as 
in the past, the integrity of the British Commonwealth 
and Empire remains a corner-stone in the building of 
world peace. , L .

Knowing how small a place the fundamental respon­
sibility of the United Kingdom toward her colonies, whose 
gross population is some 68 million as against the United 
Kingdom total of 50 million, really has in the public 
mind, it is therefore somewhat discouraging to note how 
little was mentioned in the forward plans of His Majesty s 
Go/eminent of the important part that must be played 
by the colonies. The conviction is indeed forced upon 
us that whatever may be the views of those members of 
the Government who have immediate charge of colonial 
affairs, and of the small but staunch groups of friends 
in all parties who to-day follow m the footsteps of the 
clear-sighted Mr. Oliver Stanley, the prevailing tendency 
still is to regard colonial peoples-perhaps because 
they have no votes here—as a secondary considerat on 
of good government. It is this attitude of mind which 
can lead a government to exploit the¡colonies whi 
honestly believing that it is fulfilling high 
sibilities towards them. Colonial policy must never be 
merely an enlightened adjunct to making the United 
Kingdom “solvent and secure. It must be based upon 
the realization that the solvency and security of the 
United Kingdom and of the colonies are interdependent. 
Otherwise Colonial peoples will suffer, however much 
they may be treated as worthy objects of social better 
ment, economic development, financial chanty, and 

political experiment. Moreover in the long run this 
country will suffer too. It is true that the ultimate 
destinies of colonial peoples may diverge from our own. 
But as long as the British Government remains respon­
sible for them their well-being must never take second 
place or be subordinated to that of the inhabitants of 
the United Kingdom.

To-day there is an understandable tendency for His 
Majesty’s Government to be preoccupied with its own 
immediate and indeed frightening domestic difficulties. 
Worthy of record therefore is the following from among 
the remarks of Mr. Dodds-Parker, in moving the Address 
of thanks to His Majesty for the gracious speech : “ I 
welcome again the determination of His Majesty’s 
Government to invite the other Governments of the 
Commonwealth to confer together on action to be 
taken in concert to remedy the adverse balance of 
payments. I recall that many Members have, in the 
past, urged the calling of an Imperial Economic Confer­
enced One such conference, on raw materials, was held 
at last in September, 1951, six weeks or so ago. I 
believe that all are agreed that the stimulation of 
increased production at home and overseas must remain 
our main line of attack on the problems which face us.’’

Here, at least, is a starting point. May we hope that 
His Majesty’s Government will bear in mind that their 
responsibilities for the welfare of the colonies should be 
among their first considerations and act accordingly.

Mr. Lyttelton’s Message

On being appointed Secretary of State for the Colonies 
Mr. Lyttelton sent the following message to the territories 
with which the Colonial Office is associated :—

“ As you have already been informed, His Majesty 
The King on October 27th entrusted me with charge of 
the Colonial Office.

“ I enter upon this great office with full realization 
of the vital importance of its work both to the peoples 
of the territories associated with it and to the British 
Commonwealth and democratic world. I know how 
numerous, varied and complex are the questions to be 
answered in those territories, but I also know with 
what energy, capacity and high sense of purpose all 
concerned with them are striving to find the answers. 
I am glad and honoured, to have the opportunity to 
play my part, together with the peoples of the territories 
for which I now have responsibility, and with the 
Colonial Service, in the common effort upon which you 
are all engaged.’’
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rom oners
QloleLook

THE result of the general election was to give the 
Conservatives a small but clear majority by 321 
seats in a House of 625 members. The Liberal 

remnant was still further reduced to 6 ; and with three 
seats taken by Northern Irish eccentrics, including two 
Nationalists who will probably not appear at West­
minster, there were 295 places left for Labour.

This was by no means the result expected at the 
beginning of the campaign, when public opinion, as 
mathematically tested by the pollsters, was reported 
to have veered so far against the Labour Government 
as to make a Conservative majority of over 100 probable. 
The polls, however, all through the three weeks of the 
contest, showed a continuous drift back towards Labour ; 
and in the end Labour actually had a small majority 
of the total votes cast, though the concentration of their 
supporters in certain constituencies that always give 
them gigantic majorities placed them at a disadvantage 
in seats won against the Conservatives, who are more 
evenly spread about the country. There seems little 
doubt that the Labour recovery was mainly achieved 
by playing upon the voters’ fear of war ; the denuncia­
tion of Mr. Churchill as a warmonger, unjust and indeed 
unscrupulous as it was, undoubtedly influenced a large 
number of the less intelligent electors.

* * *
t lar&e numt>er of constituencies where the
Liberal candidates had withdrawn since the previous 
election, it is estimated that the Liberal voters divided 
themselves between Conservatism and Labour in the 
proportion of about two to one, though in comparatively 
few constituencies were they numerous enough to turn 
the scale. The direct swing from Labour to Con­
servatism is estimated to be no more than one per cent • 
and so it looks as if the country may for some time to 
come be almost equally divided between two solid 
blocks of opinion, with only a tiny floating vote to make 
the "n™ake governments. A remarkable feature of 
the election was the success of the Bevanite group of 
Socialist rebels ; all of them kept their seats and s^ ° 
IXaX^ There areVomew™

power toe RPr°P teSy(that bef°re Labour returns ‘o 
Sism and to -«aCtl?n’ standinS for ^treme 
socialism and the sacrifice of defence preparation to the 
contml“^ SerVÍCes’ wil1 have ^red

* * *
tale of Conservative seats exceeded half 

he membership of the House, Mr. Attlee drove to
Pa aCe to °fíer Ws resignation to the King • 

roll hm -an hourxMr- Churchill had accepted the 
royal commission to form a Government. He marked 

ur^ency°f the national crisis by sending 
out his first list of Ministers next day and a fow d b later the Cabinet of 16 members w^omplte It 
curiously personal team, for Mr Churchill abX 1S amore for old friendships than for t^ Tes 
but it may work all the more smooth? hierarchy; 
surrounded by men like Lord Ismay, 

and Lord Cherwell, whom he himself brought into 
politics to help him in his wartime tasks. The Prime 
Minister, whose hope it is to mitigate the asperities of 
party conflict while the national solvency is in danger, 
asked the Liberal leader, Mr. Clement Davies, to enter 
the Cabinet ; but the invitation was declined, though 
the Liberals are expected to support the Government 
on the main outlines of its policy. The appointment of 
Mr. R. A. Butler to be Chancellor of the Exchequer is 
taken to mean that there will be no tampering with the 
structure of the “ welfare state,” of which he has always 
been the champion, and, in his work at the Education 
Office, one of the architects. In easier times Mr. Eden 
might have gone to the Exchequer in order to widen his 
experience of home affairs against the time when he 
succeeds Mr. Churchill as Prime Minister ; but in the 
precarious diplomatic situation in many parts of the 
world his talents are evidently indispensable at the 
Foreign Office. Youth is encouraged by the inclusion 
ot Mr. Peter Thomeycroft, aged 42, as President of the 
Board of Trade, though many people think that, able 
man as he is, there are others of his generation whose 
claims were more conspicuous. Mr. Oliver Lyttelton 
at the Colonial Office is another of Mr. Churchill’s war­
time discoveries. Though he will be on unfamiliar 
ground, he is a man of adaptable mind and may make 
his mark in the Empire.

Mr. W. S. Morrison, once thought to be a future 
Conservative Prime Minister, became Speaker after the 
nrst contested election since 1895. The Labour 
Opposition put up Major Milner, Chairman of Com- 
^lttees in the last Parliament, not apparently because 
they had any objection to Mr. Morrison, but in order to 
show that they had come back from the country full of 
tight. However, the Speech from the Throne, read by 
the new Lord Chancellor, Lord Simonds, because of the 
King s illness, had a sobering effect upon party passions 
The only major legislative measure it announced was the 
redemption of the Conservative party’s election pledge 
Will he a of iron and steel ; this
will be a complicated operation, and will occupy much 
parliamentary time m 1952. For the rest the^Sech 
was mainly occupied with emphasizing the’ grave state 
of the national economy, with our roM^ n 
of3??? toad? de^ ” the chasm
investigation of to ’ and y^h promising searching 
and eX ?f reduction of expenditure
account adminlstratlve steps to straighten out the

in the cours? o?thedebtoWere ™no"nced by Mr. Butler 

that the country must Address» and showed
austerity nearlv if nnt itself to a régime ofprevailed dur^ ^waM^T “ that 
tax on gains from ’ ®esi(ies the excess profits 
already bean KT’ yh'ch

.< »pa«,. «

{Continued on page 256)
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The New Government

Mr. Oliver Lyttelton at Colonial Office
The general election, held on October 25th, resulted 
1 in a victory for the Conservatives and their associates. 
They secured 321 seats, Labour 294, Liberals 6, and other 
parties 3. Labour secured a further seat at Barnsley 
on November 8th where polling had been delayed owing 
to the death of the original Labour candidate.

Mr. Attlee tendered his resignation on October 26th 
to the King, who invited Mr. Churchill to form a new 
Government.

The new Cabinet is comprised of the following 16 
members :
Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister 

of Defence—Mr. Winston Churchill.
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs—Mr. Anthony 

Eden.
Lord President of the Council—Lord Woolton.
Lord Privy Seal—Marquess of Salisbury.
Lord Chancellor—Lord Simonds.
Home Secretary, and Minister for Welsh Affairs Sir D.

Maxwell Fyfe.
Chancellor of the Exchequer—Mr. R. A. Butler.
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations Loid

Secretary of State for the Colonies—Mr. Oliver Lyttelton. 
Secretary of State for Scotland—Mr. J. G. Stuart.
Secretary of State for Co-ordination of Transport, Fuel 

and Power—Lord Leathers.
Minister of Health—Captain H. F. C. Crookshank.
Minister of Labour and National Service—Sir Walter

Monckton. 2 ,, u
Minister of Housing and Local Government—Mr. Harold

Macmillan. r.
President of the Board of Trade Mr. P. Thorneycr 
Paymaster-General—Lord Cherwell.

The Colonial Secretary
Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, P.C., D.S.O., M.C.,

State for the Colonies, has been the Member of Parh 
ment for the Aidershot Division of Hants since 19 . 
Bom in 1893, he is a son of the late Mr. Alfred Lyttelton, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies from Crena-
and served throughout the first world war in the Grena 

'“un^ appointment to the Cabinet, Mr Lyttelton 

was chairman of Associated
and managing director of the British e a p
Ltd. His wide knowledge of industry and finance 
should be of great value in the guidance of colonial

Government »
office as President of the Board o rM- of State 
1941, and was afterwards for a year Minister oLState 
in Cairo with a seat in the War Cabinet. From 1942 to 
1945 he was Minister of War Production. played

He is an all-round sportsman and in 1913 played 
golf for Cambridge University.

The Minister of State
Mr. Alan Lennox-Boyd, Mmisterof State

Affairs, who was born in 1904, ha was
Parliament for Mid-Bedfordshire since

President 
During

of the Oxford Union in 1926.
debates in the last two Parliaments he has 

frequently demonstrated his knowledge of colonial 
affairs and for the past year he has been chairman of the 
Imperial Affairs Committee of the Conservative Party.

He has had considerable experience in office having 
held the posts of Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Labour, and then, in the Coalition Government, to the 
Ministry of Home Security, the Ministry of Food, 
and the Ministry of Aircraft Production. This succession 
of posts was interrupted between 1940 and 1943 when 
he served as a lieutenant in the R.N.V.R.

Mr. Lennox-Boyd had just started a West Indian 
tour and had visited Jamaica, Antigua and Barbados 
when it was announced that a general election was to 
be held. He proceeded at once to Trinidad and returned 
home via New York.

The Earl of Munster
The fifth Earl of Munster (Geoffrey William Richard 

Hugh FitzClarence), Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, was born in 1906 and succeeded his uncle in 
1928.

He was the member of the London County Council 
for North Paddington from 1931-37; Paymaster- 
General in 1938-39; Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for War from February to September, 1939 ; 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for India and 
for Burma in 1943-44 ; Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State, Home Office, in 1944-45.

From 1939 to 1941 Lord Munster, a captain in the 
Grenadier Guards, was A.D.C. and Military Assistant 
to General Viscount Gort, and m 1942 was a General 
Staff Officer at Malta.

[The photograph reproduced on the first of the 
pictorial pages was taken at the Colonial Office specially 
for the Circular.]

Commonwealth Sugar Supplies

Tn the House of Commons on November 9th, Major 
A Lloyd George, new Minister of Food, m a review of the 
food supply position of the United Kingdom said

° As regards sugar, it had been hoped that by now 
we should be receiving much larger quantities from the 
British Commonwealth. However, for reasons beyond 
the control of Commonwealth producers—mostly 
climatS—Commonwealth supplies are less, considerably

than was expected. We are takmg, and shall 
less, tnan w kast the next two years, every
i°ntlof sugar that Commonwealth producers can offer 
t°n °f suga quantities of sugar from
US?Ut TXters The Xpec^ that the sugar will 
other • Pother countries to meet all our
be t^re Ätle hope that we shall be able
to aLd tke dollars to buy it, at any rate for some time 

^Robert B-W aen  ̂ -

Gove—t with Jamaica, adding that he believed that 

it required looking mto , certainly look

■*
as my hon. friend will appreciate.
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The Trinidad Budget
Tn his address to the Legislative Council of Trinidad 

and Tobago when presenting the colony’s Budget 
Estimates for 1952 on October 19th the Financial 
Secretary, the Hon. A. R. W. Robertson, referred to the 
Budget as “ The Budget of Rising Prices.” At every 
turn, he said, the Government were faced with rising 
costs, due to world-wide circumstances beyond control 
by the colony, for which no quick cure was possible. 
To pour huge sums into subsidization votes was a 
short-term policy and was not in the best interests of the 
colony. The wise and long-term course was to divert 
available funds into channels leading to increased pro­
ductivity.

The vote to meet subsidies was being maintained at 
the existing figure of something over $3,700 000, beyond 
which it was dangerous to go and which the Government 
regarded as the limit. Such money had to come from 
revenue and could only be sought from two sources : 
increasing taxation or curtailing expenditure. The 
possibilities of increasing taxes on personal incomes 
without creating hardships were limited, the avenues 
for substantial new taxes few, and the imposition of 
taxation on new industries inadvisable, while the need 
for greater productivity called for circumspection in the 
infliction of further taxation on established industries.

So the stage had been reached where there were two 
negatives : no new money for subsidies ; no increased 
taxation.

Approach to the new Budget was on the satisfactory 
basis of a balanced Budget in 1950 and an estimated 
surplus of approximately $1,500,000 ir 1951. Revenue 
and expenditure for 1950 were $50,600,000 and 
$50,400,000 respectively, the surplus on the year’s 
working being just under $200,000. For the current 
year the revised estimates were a revenue of $55,400,000 
and an expenditure of $53,800,000, showing an estimated 
surplus of just over $1,500,000.

esiimates for 1952 showed revenue at 
100,000 and expenditure at $56,600,000 with an 

anticipated deficit of just over half a million dollars 
but there were further liabilities it had not been possible 
to provide for in the Budget because consideration of 
them had not been brought to finality.
QJnMnmlmatedn.reVenUe showed an increase of 

ovef, the approved estimate for 1951 and 
$700,000 over the revised figure. Customs and Excise 
Duties were expected to provide an increase of $1,500,000 
over the approved estimate (practically all under 
sSoooonon b •Income Jax to Provide at least 
»20,000,000, an increase of «1,100,000, and Royalties 
w-oJ? P'?duce an extra «800,000, the estimate for 
1952 being $6,600,000.

Increased expenditure had been provided for under 
practically all heads. Full provision had been made for 
tne service of anew London Loan which it was expected 
to launch during the latter part of this year. The 
^m(mrCTv"nd?'?he head of Agriculture was 
«100,000 This included «34,000 on account of the 
’-entra! Experiment Station, «10,000 for improvement 
n ant ’ and ^ri000 for a new milk Processing
n 1 V the. Government Farm, St. Joseph. Education 

showed an increase of $700,000 exclusive of provision 

under Works and Hydraulics for buildings. At ovet 
$6,500,000, expenditure on education would be 11.9 
per cent of ordinary revenue. The net increase in 
expenditure on Forests would be $100,000. Under 
Health the expenditure would rise by $573,000 to 
$6,100,000, or 13.2 per cent of ordinary revenue. The 
government proposed to assist the Sugar Industry 
Labour Welfare Fund Committee by the provision of 
$100,000 to meet the cost of laying out and servicing 
building sites to be provided by the sugar companies. 
A Bill empowering the committee to make loans to 
workers to assist them to erect their own homes would be 
laid before the legislature during the current session. 
Provision for cost-of-living allowance to daily paid 
workers ($300,000) covered only the August and 
September rises in the index. An additional $131,000 
had been provided under the head Police. This included 
$10,000 for the training of police dogs and handlers.

A deficit of $517,000 was anticipated on Port Services, 
and one of $2,900,000 on Railway and Road Services. 
In the case of the latter fares and rates would have to be 
increased ; the tariff was last amended in 1945. The 
precise estimate for Food Subsidies was $3,752,000, 
which was 6.7 per cent of ordinary revenue. The 
following subventions had been provided for : Imperial 
College, $72,000 (due for revision and would be higher) ; 
University College of the West Indies, $128,880; 
Planning and Housing Commission, $237,000 ; Local 
Health Authorities, $620,000. ¡Annually recurrent 
expenditure on Works and Hydraulics would increase by 
$1,300,000 to $5,000,000 (11.3 per cent of ordinary 
revenue) ; extraordinary expenditure under the same 
head would rise by $272,000 to $3,000,000. Under the 
item Surplus Balances $300,000 had been provided for 
rice production ; $200,000 for improvement of traces 
in the cane areas as recommended by the Soulbury 
Commission ; and $103,000 for a bridge to replace a 
ferry over the Ortoire River on the Manzanilla-Mayaro 
road. It was estimated that at December 31st, 1952, 
Surplus Balances would stand at $23,000,000.

(Continued from page 254)
of those foods which have hitherto relieved the monotony 
of rations ; even some rationed foods, like sugar, will 
be cut down; currency allowances for foreign travel 
will be halved; building licences will be closely 
scrutinized and many of them cancelled, but not so as 
to affect housing ; all redundant expenditure by Govern­
ment departments will be brought under the axe; 
and so on. By these means it is hoped to save £350 
millions a year. It is evident that all this will involve 
still more rigid controls, and that the time for giving 
ampler scope to private enterprise, which was the main 
impulse of the Conservatives in the election, has to be 
postponed. To that extent the Labour party can make 
the legitimate debating point that the Conservatives are 
compelled by the facts of the situation to adopt a 
Socialist policy. The difference of course is that the 
Government is submitting as an emergency expedient to 
a system that the Socialists contemplate as a permanent 

n"d seek™S at the earliest possible 
moment to bang it to an end. The real Conservative 
remedy for the present inflation is not controls but 
“XS“' “”y “ “■
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Jamaica After the Hurricane 
------------4------------ 

Problems of Reconstruction
By H. P.

THE hurricane of August 17th weakened the pro­
ductive capacity of the country and therefore 
diminished its national income, its general revenue, 

and its loan prospects at the moment when both Govern­
ment and private citizens needed more cash to restore 
production to its previous level and repair damage to 
public and private property. The grant and loan of 
£4,600,000 by His Majesty’s Government, while recog­
nized as a generous contribution, provides only a fraction 
of the amount needed for reconstruction. Additional 
taxation on a falling national income appears impractic­
able and only likely to retard economic recovery : the 
United Kingdom aid presumably covers the gap between 
Government revenue and the hugely increased claims 
upon it.

It is still necessary to establish priorities and main­
tain a balance between expenditure on relief and restora­
tion and that on economic recovery. People cannot 
be allowed to starve or go without shelter : at the 
same time it would be suicidal to concentrate on 
restoration of public buildings and rehousing while the 
economic machine is allowed to run down.

In both directions the hurricane has led to an intensi­
fication of pressures. Before August 17th there was an 
unemployment problem : it is now impossible to dis­
tinguish between the pre-hurricane and the pos - 
hurricane unemployed ; and it is equally impossible to 
distinguish between those made homeless by e 
hurricane and those who were homeless before August 
17th. Strong political pressure is being brought to 
bear to induce the Government to undertake massive 
expenditure in these directions. On the other hand 
producers are inclined to argue that it is impossi e o 
distinguish between restoration of farms and smal - 
holdings to their pre-hurricane condition and the 
general programme of economic development United 
Kingdom funds earmarked for agriculture, they feel, 
should not be used in a legalistic spirit to ena e 
who have suffered losses to restore their cu iv ’ 
they can legitimately be employed to provide subsid 
for all farmers, or added to funds for that purpose.

Help for Planting Industries
So far as the banana industry is concerned the steps 

taken for recovery seem likely to be e ec iv . 
growers who have suffered losses entitling 
insurance are not fully covered, because they- receive 

payment on an acreage based on last year there 
so that if last year's new plantings are de-?t™yedthere 
is no insurance for the additional acreage. ■
been expanding their cultivations, and insurance is 
therefore not enough. Accordmgly, £ covered
out of general revenue for each acre of land not corred 
by insurance, provided it is promptly p , 
condition in every respect (e.g. drained and conto^, 
while a further £5 will be paid on total acreage Provided 
progress is maintained. Ihis will hardly cost less th 

£500,000.

JACOBS
The Coco-nut Industry Board has put forward a well 

planned scheme for the whole island, although the 
destruction of trees was mainly in St. Thomas. The 
Board’s view is that economic recovery calls for 1,000,000 
new trees, and that it is unreasonable to limit subsidized 
plantings to the hurricane area, since output was too 
low before the storm. A planting subsidy and a pay­
ment towards maintenance are the essential features of 
the scheme, which could not cost less than £250,000.

Bananas, coco-nuts, and food crops were the three 
principal agricultural sufferers. With regard to food, 
Government has not yet announced the new guaranteed 
prices : and it is possible that the delay is caused by 
consideration of the possibility that the United Kingdom 
funds might be used to pay some type of subsidy or to 
support high guaranteed prices for limited amounts of 
certain food crops.

On the use of these funds the British Government has 
to be consulted and apparently has the last word. Mr. 
G. W. Nye, Agricultural Adviser to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, arrived here at the end of Septem­
ber and stayed a fortnight, during which time he con­
tacted the various producer organizations and surveyed 
hurricane damage. The proposals of the Government of 
Jamaica with regard to agriculture will presumably be 
considered in the light of Mr. Nye’s observations.

Emergency Housing Committee
The same, mutatis mutandis, presumably applies to the 

thorny and intractable housing problem. At first the 
homeless in the capital were sheltered in schools and 
other large buildings, while food was provided either 
on relief tickets or at the refuges. This system, so open 
to abuse, is being ended as rapidly as possible and the 
homeless placed under canvas. In the country areas 
there was less food supplied and the homeless were 
provided with tents on their house sites, which were 
often inconveniently located. The expense of all this 
came from the Governor’s Hurricane Relief Fund. 
There remains the task of providing permanent homes. 
In St. Thomas alone 14,000 houses are believed to have
been destroyed. ,. ,

About Z40 000 is to be provided, apparently from 
general revenue, to rebuild Port Royal, and four housing 
schemes with a total of 500 houses are to be started 
three in the country parishes and one on the edge of 
Rural St. Andrew. An Emergency Housing Committee 
has been formed to consider the materials to be used

It is possible that private capital will be attracted to 
the building industry in the Corporate Area and the 
city building regulations, half a century old, have been 
modified to encourage building. entitled to a

For repairs, owners of house property are enuuea to a 
free grant of materials up to £20 from the relief un . 
Some Z200 000 has already been allocated to this.
S°Znf buildings damaged or ¿est^ 
covered by hurricane insurance. None the less a goo 
deal of reconstruction has been carried out. The
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greatest housing difficulty is to provide for those persons 
who, on account of poverty, lived in dilapidated houses 
on their own land—houses which were worth very little, 
while with materials at present prices the erection of any 
respectable shelter is beyond the means of the family— 
and for those displaced by the destruction of urban 
slum property.

The full extent of the damage to Government property 
is not yet known. With this has to be taken damage to 
denominational schools, which Government will pre­
sumably have to cover. The detailed figures are to be 
expected shortly : the total cannot be under £2,000,000.

In some country areas considerable vigour has been 
displayed in attempting recovery, and large quantities of 
planting materials for foodstuffs have been imported. 
Whether imports of rice and flour will have to be 
increased is still uncertain.

The larger property owners can find finance to cover 
the restoration of their fields and buildings, but while the 
smaller men can do most of the work of clearing and 
preparation by family labour, their immediate need 
is for cash to live on, and this encourages agitation for 
public works by Government and parochial authorities. 
A middle group which employs labour to cultivate small 
areas—the more prosperous small farmers and the 
part-time farmers who derive income also from some 
other business or a profession—are in a more difficult 
position. The general spirit, however, is good, and 
restoration of output may be more rapid than was at 
first anticipated. It is the full restoration of homes, 
personal effects, and community assets which is likely 
to take a long time.

Cuban Trade Agreement

U.S. Preference Retained
IJnder a recent trade agreement between Cuba and 

Western Germany due to become effective on October 
19th, Cuba has undertaken to reduce duties on 134 
tariff items in return for which Western Germany 
guarantees to purchase specified amounts of Cuban 
goods during a period of three years.

The value of these goods, to be acquired by Western 
Germany through normal trade channels, is to be a 
minimum of $35,000,000 in each of the years 1951 
1952 and 1953, of which $29,000,000 shall be for the 
purchase of sugar and $6,000,000 for the purchase of 
other specified Cuban products.

Since Western Germany, Cuba and the United 
Kingdom have all acceded to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, goods imported into Cuba from the 
united Kingdom which are listed in the schedule of 
items on which concessions have been granted to 
Western Germany will be accorded the same tariff 
reductions. The rates on some of these had already 
been reduced through the recently concluded Anglo- 
Cuban Trade Agreement reported on pages 213-215 
of the September, 1951, issue of the Circular. Particulars 
of the additional items which will now receive concessions 
are published on page 852 of the issue of the Board of 
Trade Journal of October 27th.

In both agreements the emergency surtax of 20 per 

cent of the duty, from which United States goods are 
exempt, continues to be levied on the many items to 
which it is applicable. This, added to other advantages 
such as lower freights which the United States will 
enjoy, means that goods imported into Cuba from the 
United States continue to enjoy a substantial preference. 
In his announcement of the Anglo-Cuban Agreement 
Sir Hartley Shawcross airily dismissed this United States 
preference as “ a small surcharge on some goods which 
works out over all at about 2 per cent ad valorem,” but 
it is clear that the concessions obtained from Cuba for 
British imports, from whatever angle they may be 
viewed, are no justification for the risk of irreparable 
damage to which the Commonwealth sugar industry 
has been exposed, and that in acceding to the Anglo- 
Cuban Agreement the British Government made what 
may prove to have been a disastrous bargain.

The Cocoa Association

Annual General Meeting
the twenty-second annual general meeting of the 

Cocoa Association of London, held on October 16th, 
the chairman, Mr. Lionel E. Cope, paid tribute to the 
service rendered to the Association by the late Mr. 
Alexander Elder, a former treasurer and executive 
member of the West India Committee. Prior to his 
retirement owing to illness Mr. Elder had been honorary 
treasurer of the Association for seven years.

He also reminded the members that the difficult 
task of revising the rules and regulations of the Associa­
tion, recently completed under the able chairmanship 
of Mr. F. C. Bevis, had been begun by the late Mr. F. A. 
Greenaway, a former executive member of the West 
India Committee.

The facilities granted by the Bank of England in 
connexion with the London Cocoa Market Scheme 
brought into operation on January 15th, 1951 (reported 
on page 3 of the January issue of the Circular), had 
resulted in a vast expansion of international trade in 
cocoa, but the recent weakness in sterling had compelled 
the Bank to curtail those facilities severely on September 
24th. It was to be hoped that this was only a temporary 
phase and that the facilities might soon be restored.

The board of the Association had decided to carry 
out regular inspections of warehouses. A special com­
mittee had also been set up to investigate the question of 
fumigation. The committee had met the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and was in close collaboration 
with manufacturers in regard to better storage facilities 
tor cocoa.

Mr. Anthony M. L. Salmon, Mr. E. E. Bestall and Mr. 
K. R Langley were elected to fill the vacancies on the 
board caused by the retirement of Mr. M. A. Mayes, 
Mr. F. C. Bevis and Mr. G. N. Blyth. y

New Officers Elected
At a meeting of the directors of the Cocoa Association 

of London, held on November 1st, Mr. T A Obdam 
was elected chairman for 1951-52, and Mr. Basil H 
Fehr vice-chairman. Mr. G. A. Thompson was re- 
elected honorary treasurer.
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British Guiana Constitution

Report of Waddington Commission

SO long ago as December 16th, 1948, it was announced 
by the Governor of British Guiana in his address 
to the Legislative Council that it had been decided 

to appoint a Commission to visit the colony in connexion 
with the reform of the constitution.

On October 8th, 1950, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies (Mr. James Griffiths, M.P.) made public the 
fact that such a Commission had been appointed with 
the following terms of reference : “to review the 
franchise, the composition of the Legislature and of the 
Executive Council, and any other related matters, 
in the light of the economic and political development 
of the colony, and to make recommendations.”

Sir John (E. J.) Waddington, a former Governor of 
Barbados and of Northern Rhodesia, and previously 
Colonial Secretary of British Guiana, was appointed 
chairman, the other members being Professor Vincent T. 
Harlow, Beit Professor of History of the British Empire, 
at Oxford, and Dr. Rita Hinden, hon. secretary, Fabian 
Colonial Bureau. The secretary to the Commission was 
Mr. J. D. Hennings of the Colonial Office.

After three preliminary meetings in London, the 
first of which was held on October 25th, 1950, the 
Commission flew to British Guiana, arriving in George­
town on December 15th, 1950. The inaugural meeting 
in the colony was held on December 19th. Eight weeks 
were spent in British Guiana, during which the Com­
mission received 108 memoranda, interviewed 40 
deputations and 79 individual witnesses, and made a 
comprehensive tour of the territory. Leaving by air on 
February 13th, the Commission visited Trinidad, where 
they discussed political conditions in that colony with the 
Governor and several of his Ministers, and established 
themselves in the headquarters of the Comptroller for 
Development and Welfare in the West Indies m Bar­
bados from February 16th to 26th for deliberation. 
They returned to England via Jamaica, where ey 
discussed political conditions in that colony w1^ 
acting Governor, and had all reached London by March 
5th. After further deliberation m this country they 
completed a report,* based ; solely upon evidence 
received in British Guiana,” which was issued simultan 
eously in London and British Guiana on October 19th, 

1951. . . << .The considered opinion of the Commission was that 
the people of British Guiana can well sustain a mrther 
measure of constitutional advance, but the members 
did not reach identity of outlook on the type oq^sla- 
ture which would embody the checks and ba anc 
beneficial to the colony at the present stage of he 
constitutional development. Sir John Waddington 
decided that a unicameral legislature would best meet 
the case. Professor Harlow and Dr. Hinden preferred

.British1950-51, and Despatch from the Secretary of State fcr “ 
Colonies to the Governor of British Guiana dated October bth 
1951. Colonial No. 280. London, H.M.S.O., 1901.

f The officer now known as the Colonial Secretary would become 

the Chief Secretary.

the operation of a bicameral legislature. Apart from 
this, however, there was a large measure of agreement, 
and the proposals for the composition and functions of 
the Executive, under both systems, were similar, with 
slight variations in the manner of election of the un­
official members. The arguments and proposals relating 
to both types of legislature are given at length in codicils 
attached to the report.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. J. 
Griffiths), in a Despatch to the Governor of British 
Guiana which is appended to the report, accepted in 
principle the proposal for a bicameral legislature, and 
expressed the hope that it would be possible to introduce 
the new constitution early in 1953.

The following is a summary of the findings of the 
Commission.

The Franchise and Electoral Procedure
1. Universal adult suffrage at the age of 21 years 

for all persons who are not subject to the customary 
disabilities of civic or mental incapacity.

2. The extension of the suffrage, particularly to 
illiterate persons, will require that the present electoral 
laws be amended. While the Commission feel this to 
be a proper matter for action by the local legislature, 
they recommend that consideration should be given to 
the preparation of electoral rolls by official enumerators.

3. In view of complaints that the polling hours 
were so short that many workers found it difficult to 
record their votes, the Commission recommend that 
polling booths should stay open until 8 p.m.

4 The Commission consider it imperative that racial 
preoccupations should be banished if British Guiana 
is to make real progress, and recommend that con­
sideration be given to the practicality of declaring 
references to the race of any candidate to be an electoral 
offence. [This recommendation did not receive the 
support of the Secretary of State.]

The Legislature
5. The legislature should be either unicameral or 

W A uScLeral legislature should comprise a Legislative 

Council consisting of 18 elected representatives, 6 
members nominated by the Governor-at h-" 
and 3 ex officio members (the Chief Secretary,  T 
Financial Secretary, and the Attorney-General).

A bicameral le^slature should comprise an elective 
chamber (the House of Assembly) and a revisionary 
"¿S tFSSw Um »»¡I »1 M

G ThealState Council would consist of 9 members
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groups in the House of Assembly. The Council would 
have a suspensory veto of one year on all bills passed 
by the House of Assembly, other than money bills, on 
which it should have a suspensory veto of three months.

The Governor of the colony would have discretion 
to declare any bill once rejected by the State Council 
to be “a measure of major concern for the well-being 
of the State,” whereupon it should be considered “ forth­
with ” by the two chambers sitting and voting together 
in joint session under the presidency of the Speaker of 
the House of Assembly.

6. Whether the legislature be unicameral or bicameral, 
members of the elective chamber should not be required 
to possess any property or income qualification. The 
qualifications would be the same as those proposed for 
an elector, save that there should be the further require­
ment that all members should be literate in English 
(a fluency, both written and spoken, in the language in 
which the business of government is conducted being 
such an essential part of a legislator’s equipment that 
it should be made mandatory upon him). In the case 
of the bicameral legislature, however, it is proposed that 
no member of the State Council should be less than 
35 years of age.

7. The present limitation upon electoral expenses 
($500) and the candidate’s deposit ($240) should remain 
unchanged.

8. The legislature should have a life of three years. 
Within this term, a session of the legislature should 
be held at least once a year, while the Governor should 
possess a discretionary power of prorogation and dis­
solution.

9. The elective house of legislature should be presided 
over by a salaried Speaker appointed by the Governor 
from outside the legislature, with a casting vote ; the 
house to appoint a deputy Speaker from among its 
own members. The former should not be the holder 
of any office of emolument under the Crown. The 
latter, who would receive only his normal emoluments 
as a member of the legislature, should not be a member 
of the executive body.

Under the bicameral system the State Council should 
elect one of their own number to be their president. 
He would have both an original and a casting vote.

10. The Speaker should receive a salary not exceeding 
¿1,200 per annum.

11. Members of the elective house of the legislature, 
other than the official members, should receive a salary 
of ¿400 per annum, and travelling and subsistence 
allowances. Under the bicameral system State Coun­
cillors should receive travelling expenses and a sub­
sistence allowance for each day of attendance.

The Executive
12. The Executive Council should be renamed the 

Court of Policy. The grounds for this suggestion are 
that it would appeal to public sentiment.

13. The Court of Policy would consist of the Governor 
as president (with a casting vote), the Chief Secretary’ 
the Financial Secretary, the Attorney-General, and 
seven unofficial members of the Legislature. Six of 
these should be elected members of the elective chamber 
chosen, m a unicameral type of legislature, by thé 
ballot of all the members of that house, in a bicameral 
system by that of the elected members of the House of 

Assembly. The seventh minister, in a unicameral 
legislature, would be appointed by the Governor from 
the members of the legislature, and in a bicameral 
system would be chosen by the members of the State 
Council from among their own number. [The Secretary 
of State suggested that consideration be given to redu­
cing the number of elected members from six to five.]

14. The unofficial members should be designated 
ministers, and should be vested with the charge of 
departments of government, upon the basis of their 
individual ministerial responsibility.

15. The seventh unofficial member should be 
designated a Minister without Portfolio, and among the 
subjects to which he should devote himself might be 
responsibility for Amerindian affairs.

16. One of the unofficial ministers, who is an elected 
member, should be chosen by the members of the 
Court of Policy to be “ Leader of the House,” thereby 
making smooth the way for the emergence, as circum­
stances might dictate, of the office of a Prime Minister 
and of the practice of collective ministerial respons­
ibility.

17. A non-statutory committee of the Court of 
Policy should be set up for economic affairs. This 
committee would consist of the Ministers of Labour, 
Industry and Commerce; Agriculture, Forestry and 
Mines ; Public Works and Communications and of the 
Financial Secretary, with one of the three unofficial 
members as chairman.

18. A small number of junior ministers—to be 
designated Under-Secretaries—should be appointed. 
[The Secretary of State, while not dissenting from this 
idea in principle, suggested that the question of creating 
junior ministers might be deferred, except perhaps in 
the case of the two Under-Secretaries for Finance and 
for Industry and Commerce.]

19. Disagreements between a minister and the 
permanent head of department should be resolved 
by the Governor, after discussion in the Court of Policy.

20. The unofficial ministers should receive a salary 
of ¿1,500 per annum, except that the Minister without 
Portfolio should receive ¿1,000 per annum.

21 • The Governor in his discretion should appoint 
an officer who should be styled the Governor’s Secretary

C1£rk t,0 the C^urt of Policy- in the latter capacity 
this officer s functions would be broadly analogous to 
those of the Secretary to the Cabinet in the Govern­
ment of the United Kingdom.

22- legislative Council Advisory Committees should 
be abolished, but ministers would be empowered to 
appoint advisory committees at their discretion.

23. All existing committees and boards should be 
reviewed to ensure that they do not derogate from a 
minister s responsibility.

24. The Governor should retain the usual reserved 
powers for use at his discretion in the interests of public 
order, public faith and other essentials of good govern­
ment, but should be bound customarily to act in accord­
ance with the advice tendered in the Court of Policy.

The Judiciary
The present organization of the judiciary in British 

Guiana is the product of long evolution. The Com­
mission found its efficacy and independence to be proven, 

{Continued on page 263)
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Trinidad and Tobago

Governor’s Address

SIR HUBERT RANCE began his address to the 
Legislative Council of Trinidad and Tobago on 
October 19th with a reference to the cost of living.

Re-armament had been responsible for a shortage of 
raw materials which was reflected in higher prices for 
manufactured goods, of which the colony, mainly an 
agricultural country devoid of the raw materials, 
sources of power and specialized skills required for 
wide-scale industrialization, must of necessity import 
large quantities from considerable distances. By 
judicious subsidization and price control, for which 
it had been given very little credit, the government 
had cushioned to the people the shock of rising prices, 
during the past few years, to a far greater extent than 
it had been possible for the governments of most neigh­
bouring countries to arrange. In the last few months, 
however, it had been possible to find no further funds 
for subsidization, and the cost of living had risen in the 
colony as steeply as elsewhere. The government plans 
for helping the country to face these difficulties involved 
an energetic drive to increase local production. There 
was no argument about the soundness of the plan and 
he called upon the people to aid it by all the means 
within their power.

He paid tribute to the five elected ministers, who, 
sinking petty differences of opinion, had worked together 
as a team for the good of the colony. He could say with 
confidence that the results of the past year of semi- 
responsible government augured well, not only for the 
remainder of the period under the present constitution 
but also for the era beyond when responsible government 
was attained. Government would be ready to 
duce a new index of retail prices at the beginning of the 
new year. The present cost-of-living index, hrs 
produced in 1935 and now not sufficiently broad-based 
for the present standard of living and habits of spending 
of the people, would be published for the last time m 
December. The fullest possible particulars of the new 
index and of how it had been compiled would be made 
Office the Council was prorogued there had been formed 

a Parliamentary Opposition Group which had linke 
itself to other elected members in the Council to com 
mand a voting power which must seriously en anger 
the stability of the government. Such power properly 
used, could be of benefit to the colony ; abused, it 
would be a curse. The general public would soon 
recognize abuses of power of this kind. He ope 
King's government would continue to be carried on in 
the colony to the benefit of its people. This was of more 
importance than personal ambitions.

He was concerned with the prevalence of fraud and 
corruption in the colony, which he would do his best to 
rout out without fear or favour. Any young, country 
trying to make its way in the world reTyed " 
impeachable integrity in its public 11 e. m ,
inunity of people rapidly moving to self-government 
in a Commonwealth with proud traditions cte
one and all should set an example of insisting upon t

«-----------
to Legislative Council

highest standards. Difficulties were not faced by 
criticism and grumbling or by demands for more wages 
and less work, but by tightening belts, helping others 
and working harder ourselves. There had been little 
or no increase in the colony’s productive capacity. 
In certain instances there had been a decrease. The 
colony must produce more if present standards of living 
were to be maintained and employment provided for the 
rapidly increasing population. No new extensive 
reserves of oil had been discovered, and they were there­
fore compelled to rely, for an increase in productive 
capacity, on making full use of the land, the forests, the 
sea, together with a necessarily limited industrialization 
programme.

Work of Government Departments
The Governor then reviewed the year’s work of the 

departments of government for which members of the 
Executive Council were responsible, with the exception 
of finance, which was dealt with later in the Budget 
speech of the Financial Secretary.

The departments for which the Colonial Secretary 
was responsible included defence, police, the fire brigade, 
immigration, the government printery and administra­
tion of the public service.

In regard to defence, former plans to raise a local 
volunteer battalion had been replaced by a bigger 
proposal, to establish, with the help of the United 
Kingdom Government, two local regular infantry 
battalions in the Caribbean area ; the present Jamaica 
battalion to form the nucleus of one of these battalions 
and another to be formed in the Eastern group of 
colonies, probably to be based on Trinidad. These 
negotiations were at an early stage but the colony 
government’s proposals in respect of the contribution 
to be made by Trinidad and Tobago would shortly be 
placed before the Legislature. .

Since police salaries had been regraded in 1949 there 
had been exceedingly good recruitment to this important 
department of government. The force was now better 
equipped with transport and wireless aids. Its traditions 
and morale were as high as those in any colonial 
territories and he had full confidence in its ability to 
protect persons and property and maintain law and 
order in the face of any provocation

The fire brigade had been separated from the police 
force and was building up its own traditions of efficiency 
and service. Efficiency was growing as enthusiastic 
new recruits were trained and as new equipment was 

bTleV Organization and Methods Officer appointed 

to thelmmigration Department had begun an inquiry 
into its administrative efficiency and the Governor 
hoped that new methods would shortly be introduced 
winch would aid in the maintenance of the laws without 
offence to Trinidad’s neighbours. In the meantime the 
generous grant of exemption from reP^nation to those 
iho had broken the laws but had established 
as good citizens in the colony was continuing. AU who
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could apply for such exemption should do so.
The efficiency of the Government printery had been 

greatly increased by the installation of new machinery.
The introduction of a new Constitution had brought 

many strains on the government service which had 
been admirably met. He paid tribute to the manner 
in which the new Public Service Commission was 
carrying out its duties. Though many people regarded 
the government servants as a privileged class protected 
from such disasters as rises in the cost of living, it was 
only the daily paid workers whose wages had been 
linked to the cost-of-living index. The 12,600 regular 
employees had since 1949 received no such increases 
although the government was now discussing with the 
Civil Service Association what should be done to assist 
them in present circumstances.

The work of attending to local government matters 
during the past year had also been carried out by the 
secretariat in the absence of a local government depart­
ment. The setting up of this department would be one 
of the first duties of the Local Government Commissioner, 
Sir John Imrie, who was due to arrive in November.

Departments for which ministers were responsible 
included education ; labour, industry and commerce ; 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries; communications 
and works ; and health.

Progress in Education
With regard to education, emphasis had been placed 

on the school building programme in an attempt to 
bridge as far as possible the gap between available 
school places and the ever-increasing school population. 
The greatest progress had been made in regard to 
primary schools. Owing to the priority accorded to 
primary schools, the majority of the proposals for 
higher education had necessarily been curtailed or 
deferred. Sir Hubert gave particulars of work which 
had been carried out under both heads. Adult, or 
mass, education was now an important feature of ’the 
departmental programme. Collaborating in this field 
were the Board of Industrial Training, the British 
Council, the Extra-Mural Department of the University 
College of the West Indies, the Trinidad Public Library 
and other agencies. The necessity for an over-all plan 
of development and a definition of the functions of

Y?P0US bodies had led to the appointment of an 
AyyIt Education Committee, who had prepared a report 
which was now under study by the local government. 
1 he education extension service had produced a bi­
monthly paper, Community Education, which had 
attracted the favourable notice of the Secretary of State 
i^+h^Q0010?168’ Piaft le^lslatl°n bad been submitted 
to the Secretary of State designed to place teachers on 
the same footing as civil servants in the matter of 
pensions •

The mam problems confronting Government were the 
Pro™™1 of more school places and the sharp rise in 
ed“catl°nal expenditnre. If, as seemed likely, the 
school building programme was unable to keep pace 
with new admissions, consideration might have to be 
given to measures giving priority to the older children 

become necessary to indicate what pro­
portion of the colony s revenue could be devoted to 
education, m view of other important competing claims

In connexion with the Department of Labour, Indus­

try and Commerce a committee had been appointed to 
examine methods of stimulating local food production. 
A large fishing trawler operating under the benefits 
of the Pioneer Industries Ordinance was already at 
work in the Gulf of Paria. Sir Hubert was hopeful that 
a Danish company would set up a large condensed milk 
factory in the colony, which in turn would encourage the 
expansion of milk production. There were twelve 
pioneer industries in operation and about six more 
getting ready to start, including a cotton mill at Arima. 
It had been decided to reserve certain lands for industries 
at San Fernando, Arima and Curepe. He welcomed the 
formation of the Regional Economic Committee as a 
clearing ground for the opinion of all British West 
Indian territories and a means of achieving a common 
policy on economic matters affecting the area which 
would be accorded a greater measure of attention 
abroad than the views of an individual colony. Sir 
Hubert had been impressed by the steady growth of 
trade unionism in the colony.

The value of the agricultural exports of the colony 
had risen steadily over the past four years, and in 1950, 
thanks to improved world prices, had been three times 
the value in 1946, but the abnormal weather during 
the first nine months of this year had adversely affected 
the current agricultural output, to the extent that it 
was feared the value of 1951 exports would not exceed 
the 1950 level. Food and com crops had also been 
hard hit. Prospects for the rice crop were good. A 
special division of the Agricultural Department had been 
created during the year to deal exclusively with matters 
of rice production over the colony, and a Rice Officer 
and a standing advisory committee for rice appointed. 
The government were working steadily to close the gap 
between rice production and the needs of the colony, 
and it was hoped, as adequate staff and necessary 
equipment came to hand, that progress would accelerate.

Considerable progress had been made towards the 
establishment of a properly equipped central experi­
ment station at Centeno. Provision was being made 
for the development of more stable systems of agriculture 
on a mixed farming basis and pilot schemes of land 
utilization had been drawn up to determine how far 
mixed farming methods could be applied to the pro­
duction of staple crops. The economics of mechanized 
farming were being investigated.

Everything was being done to improve the productive 
quality of the colony’s livestock and to grow more and 
better feeding stuffs. The recorded services by improved 
sires during 1950 totalled nearly 3,500 and this number 
wouM be exceeded in 1951. The Adviser in Animal 
Health to the Secretary of State for the Colonies had 
reported favourably on the Agricultural Department’s 
pohey in regard to animal husbandry.

The fishing industry in the colony was in need of 
overhaul. Government had arranged with a private 

a one’year fishing survey, free 
f le g°vernlnent, and it was hoped to 

secure the services of a marine biologist.
o Jmanagement of the forests was in good hands 

thh co?-tlnued better organization of timber cuttings 
was showing profitable results. Production of locll 
Zne fh'pTT 5-000’000 cu- ft- in 1950, but supplies 

ong the roads were now used up and new road works 
were necessary. Teak plantations now covered soml
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6,250 acres, and timber sold from them in 1950 exceeded 
100,000 cu. ft. There were signs of greater efficiency 
in the sawmilling and woodworking industries and the 
new box factory at Arima had installed timber-drying 
kilns. Government also had plans for the curing and 
seasoning of local lumber.

Two major drainage schemes, on the Maraval and 
Diego Martin rivers, were begun during the year, and a 
substantial programme of work had been prepared to 
be put in hand as and when the Legislature should be 
able to vote the necessary money.

Aerial surveys were made during the year of two 
sections of Trinidad and the whole of Tobago, which 
would be of great advantage in planning development 
schemes.

The year 1951 had been the first in the colony’s 
five year economic programme. Difficulties in obtain­
ing experienced technical staff had been offset by 
commissioning local firms of architects to design several 
of the works, and the programme of works and com­
munications had got off to a good start. Plans for a 
new 75-bed hospital at Sangre Grande and an extension 
to the Tobago hospital were being prepared, and Sir 
Hubert anticipated that the San Fernando Colonial 
Hospital would be completed in 1953. It was hoped 
that by the end of this year all quarters for Government 
officers approved in 1949, 1950 and 1951 programmes 
would be completed or nearing completion. It was also 
hoped to complete the first section of the Eastern Mam 
Road, from the East Drv River Bridge to the junction 
of the Old St. Joseph Road, by the end of the year, 
while the work in connexion with the extension ot tne 
Caroni Savannah Road to Montrose should commence 
in November. „ ,

As regards water supplies, designs were well advanced, 
for the Valsayn scheme and the distribution mams lor 
Tobago. At Hillsway, Tobago, the spillway and 
stilling pool were completed in August this year and 
work was proceeding on the filtration plant ous®* . 
start had been made with the construction o a res 
at San Fernando and at Penal the water supply had 
been improved by bringing into use two additional 
bore holes. Most of the works scheduled in the extra­
ordinary works programme would be completed y 

^A. °commritee appointed under the chairman^ 
Mr. A. W. Baddeley to investigate the. coastal steam 
and island launch services had submitte sPssion 
report. A Bill was to be presented during the; sessi n 
providing for the establishment of an Executive Board 
to manage the railway department. .

The general standard of health continued to be 
good and mortality rates compared favourably-with 
other parts of the world. Except for an outbreak 
enteric fever in a southern district involving fifteen 
cases and one death there had been no major■ epidem 1^ 
The sanatorium at Caura was rapidly ea™ ftiate 
excellent reputation. Government proposed to nutate 
an island-wide campaign, with the assistance o.agrant

S .STS

“k“ " "ri““1 

those plans. The Rockefeller Foundation had given 
advice regarding the drainage in the Cocorite area.

The situation as regards medical staff in the in­
stitutions had improved, but there was still a shortage 
of medical men in the districts. The policy enunciated 
in 1946 for the employment of “ Endemic Disease 
Officers ” in the districts had not proved satisfactory 
or desirable. There was still a grievous shortage of 
trained nursing personnel.

(Continued from page 260)
and proposed no alteration in it. They were moreover 
satisfied that their constitutional proposals would have 
no repercussions upon that independence.

25. In regard to the exercise by the Governor at 
his discretion of the prerogative of mercy the Com­
mission recommend that, before taking a decision, he 
should consult the opinion of the members of the Court 
of Policy.

The Civil Service
26. The Commission regard it as essential that, 

with the adoption of the ministerial system, there 
should be established a Public Service Commission 
to advise upon the governance of the Civil Service. 
The members should be entirely outside political 
activities. They should be appointed and dismissable 
by the Governor at his discretion, and the Commission 
deem it desirable that there should be a full-time 
secretary, who should be well acquainted with the 
organization of the Service.

27 Political activity, including parliamentary can­
didature, should be permitted to a number of minor 
government officials, all primary school-teachers and a 
small number of other school-teachers and technical 
officers, but the ban on political activity should continue 
to be enforced for all other grades. A list of 3,586 
persons to whom the permission would apply is given 
in an appendix to the report.

28 A civil servant must resign his appointment upon 
becoming a member of the Legislature, and should not 
have a right of reinstatement.

The Amerindians
29 . Amerindian interests should be represented in

central government both in the Legislature and in the 
Court of Policy. Under a unicameral legislature, the 
Commission recommends that one of the nominated 
members should be chosen for this puipose ; under a 
“ i structure the Governor, in his selection of 
members^ of the State Council, would bear the interests

—- should be appointed 
to advite the responsible Minister upon Amerindian 
Iffabs If possible, Amerindians should be members of

If the District and Area Councils to be established 
■ nJ Districts or Areas under recent legislation

pleasure has been made known.
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Reclamation of Vigie Swamp Bibliography of Cocoa

A Government communiqué recently released in St. 
Lucia reports progress in the reclamation of Vigie 
Swamp, considered by the sanitary authorities to be 
potentially dangerous to the Vigie airport and the 
rapidly growing residential area.

Reclamation of the swamp, which had been purchased 
by the local government in 1945, was begun in 1949 when 
the Public Health Engineering Unit opened the first 
feeder road into the swamp to convey rubble from 
various nearby excavation projects. In addition, all 
available rubble, earth, etc., removed from the Castries 
reconstruction area has been taken to the swamp.

Some seven acres have been reclaimed and levelled, 
with consolidated roadways totalling 2,000 ft. and a 
400 ft. central drain, at a total cost to the Government 
of $7,083 B.W.I., roughly one twenty-seventh of the 
original estimated figure, transportation of rubble being 
a charge against Castries reconstruction. The area still 
remaining to be reclaimed is about If acres. This 
portion of level land is now available in anarea where the 
current price is stated to be in the neighbourhood of 
$2,400 an acre.

The publishers of Gordian have recently issued a 
bibliography of cocoa* compiled by Dr. Wolf Mueller 
during a period of over twenty years while engaged in 
the collection of material for a History of Cocoa and 
Chocolate, the publication of which is impending.

The bibliography is compiled in two sections. The 
first comprises the literature published up to 1900 and 
includes many historical references of West Indian 
interest. This is arranged alphabetically by authors. 
The second section deals with publications which 
appeared from 1900 to 1950. These are also arranged 
alphabetically by authors, and are numbered and 
indexed by subjects, which greatly enhances the useful­
ness of the bibliography, particularly to those engaged in 
investigating cocoa problems. The author confesses in 
his preface that he has not succeeded in collecting all 
the references, but the second section contains 2,700 
in all, and a search for certain comparatively obscure 
papers which might well have been missed disclosed that 
they were included.

★Bibliographie des Kakao, by Wolf Mueller, 1951. Verlag 
Gordian—Max Rieck, Hamburg 21, Stormsweg 6. Price 15s. 8d.

”‘e’ - and
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“A GOOD ^en* bettah dan money in de pocket.” 
* * *

The cost-of-living index figure in Trinidad on October
1st was 249 as compared with 246 on September 1st.

* * *
The Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Oliver

Lyttelton, has appointed the Hon. H. C. P. J. Fraser, 
M.B.E., M.P., to be his Parliamentary private secretary.

* * *
Mr. Philip Appleby Robson, F.R.I.B.A., who, we 

regret to learn, died on November 14th at his home at 
Greenwich, London, S.E., designed the cathedral at 
Belize, British Honduras. He was a member of the 
House of Laity, Church Assembly.

* * *
Mr. David Cuke, younger son of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. 

Cuke, of Barbados, has made a good recovery from a 
nasal operation which he underwent recently in a London 
nursing home. Mr. H. A. Cuke is in London in con­
nexion with the Commonwealth Sugar talks.

* * *
At a recent meeting of the Federation of Chambers 

of Commerce of the British Empire, Lord Burghley 
was elected president in succession to Lord Llewellm. 
Lord Burghley, well known for his interests in athletics, 
was Governor of Bermuda from 1943 to 1945.

* * *
The display ot Barbados produce, manufactures, and 

photos in the windows of the Colonial Office is attracting 
the attention of a large number of the pedestrians who 
use Great Smith Street, Westminster A Photograph 
of the display which was taken specially by the Central 
Office of Information appeared in last Circular.

* * *
Mr. H. Wakeford, who was recently appointed 

managing director of Gillespie Bros. °., 
Dominion Street, London, E.C., leaves London on 
November 21st for a business tour which will> “elude 
New York, Canada, Bermuda and most ofthe: W 
Indian colonies. He is due at Tnnida J 
15th, at British Guiana early in February, and at 
Jamaica about the end of the same month.

* * *
Mr. Wakeford joined Gillespie Bros, in1913 and 

was made a director in 1946. This will be h s first visit 
to the West Indies and he will be accompanied byM. 
Wakeford. They are due back in London during t 

first half of March. * * *
The thirteenth meeting of the

Commission was held in Christiansed,, . ’ vember
States Virgin Islands, from October 29 thto November 
3rd, under the chairmanship of the Lmted States 
chairman, Mr. Ward M. Canaday.

* * *
An important item on the agenda was the working 

ture, fisheries, wild-life and forestry; industrial develop­
ment ; the report of the fourth meeting of the Caribbean 
Research Council held in Trinidad in July this year ; 
arrangements for the fifth session of the West Indian 
Conference to be held in Jamaica in 1952 ; the report 
of the meteorology meeting held in Trinidad in June ; 
and several proposals dealing with technical assistance 
projects. * * *

The touring version of the Colonial Exhibition was 
opened by Sir Charles Jeffries, Deputy Under-Secretary 
of State, Colonial Office, at the Granby Halls, Leicester, 
on November 2nd. The Lord Mayor of Leicester, 
Aiderman T. Rowland Hill, presided at the opening 
ceremony and sent a greetings telegram to the Mayor 
of Kingston, Jamaica.

The exhibition, which was visited by 5,345 people 
during the first three days, will remain open until 
November 21st.

* * *
Sir Herbert Cox, K.C., who has been appointed Chief 

Justice of Tanganyika, was born in Georgetown, British 
Guiana, in 1893 and was called to the Bar at the Middle 
Temple in 1915. He entered the Colonial Legal Service 
in 1920 as assistant to the Attorney-General in British 
Guiana. In 1925 he was appointed Attorney-General 
in the Bahamas, and four years later was transferred 
to Gibraltar as Attorney-General. In 1933 he went 
to Nigeria as Solicitor-General and two years later was 
promoted to be Attorney-General. He was appointed 
Chief Justice, Northern Rhodesia, in 1945.

* * *
Sir John Huggins was informed nearly three years 

ago_ while he was Governor of Jamaica—that he had 
been appointed an honorary Doctor of Laws of Leeds 
University. At a ceremony at the university on 
November 9th the degree was officially conferred on 
him by the Princess Royal, who at a previous ceremony 
on the same day had been installed as Chancellor It 
will be recalled that Her Royal Highness was patron 
of the Ladies Committee of the West India Committee 
¿War Services) from December, 1939, to March 1946, 
and that she paid four visits to 40, Norfolk Street during 

that period. ______ _

Persian Oil Crisis

Trinidad Helps with Replacements
It was announced some time ago that nineteen oil 

companies, including those “ ^mid^wou^

Hr:.X««
oil for the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.
ment of 100,000 barrels of and other
the refinery from Venezuela^ October 28m 
shipments were expected, the capacity 01 
is about 4,000 barrels per day.
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Some Books Reviewed

Colonial Information

A new sixpenny publication, entitled Britain and the 
Colonies* was published early in November.

It is a booklet of 40 pages which gives “ nutshell ” 
information about the various colonial territories, of 
lectures which may be attended and exhibitions which 
may be visited to learn more about them, and references 
to books, both light and serious, dealing with them. 
Films, film strips, picture sets, posters and maps which 
are available for schools and members of the public are 
catalogued in “ easy-to-find ” lists.

Other useful information includes particulars of 
London offices representing the interests of territories 
about which they can supply information and literature.

West Indian Trade and Institutions
“ The West India Committee can justifiably claim 

to be the unofficial centre of West Indian opinion in 
this country.”

This tribute is paid by Mrs. Kathleen M. Stahl in her 
important new work, which under a somewhat cumbrous 
title deals effectively with the trade organization of 
certain parts of the British Commonwealth.f Of its 
total of 300 pages the first sixty are devoted to the 
British West Indies.

The author points out that the West India Committee 
has behind it the traditions of the 18th century sugar 
merchants and planters, and has a record of continuous 
activity going back nearly two hundred years. But 

the work of the Committee has increased and expanded 
in many new directions in the course of its evolution.” 
While the sugar industry still takes pride of place in its 
work, the Committee’s executive has for long been 
broadened to include representatives of new interests 
such as Trinidad’s petroleum and Jamaica’s bananas.

In the combination of its official and unofficial 
capacities the West India Committee is unique. “ No 
other unofficial metropolitan body concerned with the 
colonies in this way has the age or standing comparable 
with that of the Committee, and when during the last 
thirty years one colony after another took the new 
step of appointing official trade representatives in the 
mother country, it was natural enough that Trinidad 
and Jamaica should choose to make use of an organiza­
tion already so long established.” It is the author’s 
belief, however, that it is possible that at some future 

ate, when association between the territories is closer, 
the setting up of a separate office, a West India House, 
under their °7n trade commissioner, might be justified.

In the author s view the value of The West India 
Committee Circular and British Malaya may be 
appreciated when it is remembered that in the case of 
Ceylon there is no equivalent publication at all

After an informative account of the history and

^Britain and the Colonies, H.M.S.O., 1951. Price 6d. 

Oi BrzUsh Colonial Trade :
Faber “ 5 ^1- London :
or post free from the West India Committee 25s. 9d ’ 

functions of the West India Associations of Liverpool 
and Glasgow the book turns to commerce and in 
particular provides interesting stories of the activities 
of four of the leading sugar concerns, Sandbach, Tinne & 
Co., Ltd., Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., Ltd., Henckell, 
du Buisson & Co., and Tate & Lyle, Ltd. The first of 
the fleet of fast sailing ships built for Sandbach, Tinne 
& Co. was the Ailsea, a clipper especially constructed 
for exceptional speed. This vessel was “ one of the 
prettiest ever launched and could sail like a witch.” 
She was first put in the China tea trade but was later 
transferred to the passage between Calcutta and the 
West Indies, being finally sold to Arab merchants in 
Calcutta for carrying pilgrims to the Persian Gulf.

Mrs. Stahl gives a stirring account of the banana war 
that raged after 1929 between the United Fruit Co. and 
the Jamaica Banana Producers’ Association and was 
happily terminated in 1936 before the temporary’ 
cessation of the Jamaica industry as a result of the 
Second World War. She makes the biting (but well- 
documented) remark that “the short turbulent career 
of the Association as a co-operative concern . . . revealed 
a complete lack of policy in the Colonial Office as to the 
attitude to be adopted towards colonial developments 
of this nature.” The future of the West Indian banana 
industry she considers to be an open question, dependent 
largely upon the replacement of Gros Michels by 
Lacatans or preferably some strain of banana immune 
from both Panama disease and Leaf-spot.

The author deals similarly with Malaya, Ceylon (now 
a Dominion) and East Africa, and it is interesting to 
note the results of her well-informed research. She 
has achieved what in this particular form has never 
been done before.

G.N.K.

Mr. G. H. King

It was with great regret that we learned of the death 
of Mr. George Howard King, I.S.O. He died in St. 
Kitts on October 18th at the age of 80.

Mr. King, who was highly respected by all classes of 
the community, had been Postmaster of St. Kitts for 
many years until his retirement from the Colonial 
Service.

No one had a greater knowledge than he of the island’s 
^tO1?’ Jand hlS PamPhlet “ The Gibraltar of the 
West Indies : a chapter from British Imperial History,” 
which tells of the struggle for Brimstone Hill, enjoyed a 
wide circulation.

Ki^f ^as associated with many public activities 
and he will always be remembered for the leading part 
which he played in the establishment of Basseterre’s 
recreation ground, Warner Park. He was noted for his 
horsemanship and did much for the St. Kitts-Nevis 
lurf Club before and after the first war.

He is survived by a widow, two daughters and two 
°f W?°m’ Mr' Bryan Kin^’ of Cambridge

Tn/' V fOrm.er member of the Executive of the 
West India Committee.

Members of the West India Committee 
to further the work of the Committee by 
suitable candidates for election.

are invited 
introducing
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Colonial Research in 1950-51
(Continued from page 248)

Committee for Colonial Agricultural, 
Animal Health and Forestry Research

West Indians will consider that this Committee was 
strengthened during the year under review by the 
appointment thereto of Sir Raymond Priestley, chair­
man of the Governing Body of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture.

Consideration of the financial position with a view to 
decisions on priorities and the allocation of money to 
the various schemes is also recorded in this report.

Thirteen colonial agricultural, veterinary and forest 
projects were approved by the Economic Co-operation 
Administration under Marshall Aid, of which three 
were successful!}' completed, one was still in progress, 
and nine awaited the recruitment of suitable personnel.

The results of work in progress are given in the report 
under four heads : regional agricultural research; 
individual research projects, undertaken with assistance 
from Colonial Development and Welfare research funds ; 
research work undertaken by colonial departments of 
agriculture, forestry and veterinary service; and 
reports of the standing sub-committees.

Reference is made under the head of regional research 
to the British West Indian research schemes on bananas, 
cocoa and soils which are being carried on by the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in Trinidad. 
Progress on the fourth scheme—that for sugar tech­
nology—is included in the report of the Colonial Products 
Research Council. [See last issue.]

During the year under review the percentage ot 
fertile banana stems increased from 58 to 74.8 per cen 
This is attributed to the fact that pollinations are now 
made much earlier in the day, in fact before 10 a.m. 
Evidence shows that the first three or four hands o a 
bunch are the most efficient seed producers. 1 he study 
of Panama disease in Jamaica proceeded along 
lines. Surveys were being made of plantations w 
the Gros Michel variety had grown continuously ioi 
20 years or more without succumbing to the ise , 
field experiments were in progress to ascer am 
influence (if any) of different types of ^nurmg , a 
new treatment for control of the spread ^e disease 
by encircling the diseased tree at a depth of wo . j 
sheets cut from asphalt drums, was being tested and 
inoculation experiments were earned .,
resistance to infection of banana roots m i e •

Detailed information on the work on cocoa ^search 
is made public at successive cocoa conferences arrange 
by the Cocoa, Chocolate and Confectionery Alhance m 
London, and reference is made to the 1950 report for 
particulars of work done during the p yon
review. The results of experiments on the p^^^ 
of cocoa seed in viable condition by Dr. H.
insect transmission of virus disease in Tnn y • •
Kirkpatrick were published in Tropical
the Bulletin of Entomological Researchrespectively. Work 
on new techniques for the rooting of stem cuttm^^and 
leaf cuttings of cocoa reached the stage of preparation 

"‘¿wof

♦See Circular, October, 1950, page 251. 

on estates in which cocoa had been grown over a series 
of years. The results suggested that minor element 
deficiencies might be of significant importance in the 
nutrition of the cocoa tree.

Among the research projects noted in the “in­
dividual ” section is a proposal for an ecological land-use 
survey unit for the Caribbean area, to be based on the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad, and to 
commence activities in British Honduras. At the end 
of the period under review the unit had not yet been 
established as it had proved impossible to find a suitably 
qualified leader.

Research undertaken by the agricultural and veterin­
ary services in Jamaica included work on animal dips, 
Manchester wasting disease and mineral deficiency 
conditions in general, cattle breeding (the Hope Jerseys 
were being line bred and showed great promise), and the 
management and improvement of pastures. In Trinidad 
the cattle breeding projects were mainly directed to 
selection from pure-bred Sahiwal cattle on the one hand 
and the production of cross-breds from Friesian-Holstein 
bulls and Nellore-type cows on the other. Progress with 
buildings was made at the Central Experiment Station 
and a number of investigational plots laid down for 
experiments on cane, coco-nuts, rice, fodder, annuals 
and crop rotations. Investigations on citrus covered 
die-back of limes, the collapse of grapefruit trees on 
sour orange stocks, comprehensive rootstock trials and 
the testing of leguminous cover crops. Entomological 
work was directed to the control of parasol ants on cocoa 
and tree ants on citrus (against which dialdrin and aldrin 
were found to be effective), scale insects on coco-nuts 
(controlled by high-pressure sprays of oil emulsions and 
parathion thiopos), led-ring disease of coco-nuts sugar­
cane froghopper (complete control claimed by dusting 
with gamma benzene hexachloride and chlordane, and 
a complete kill of nymphs obtained in an experimental 
application of dieldrin as a ground spray), and sugar- 
cane borers (to determine causes of varietal suscept 
ibility and devise control measures). Work continued 
on the improvement of grazing grasses.

The reports of the standing sub-committees take the 
form of brief surveys of the work in hand in the United 
Kingdom and throughout the colonial territories on 
cocol soils and stored products A course on gram 
storage, for the benefit of colonial agricultural 0^^ 
on leave in the United Kingdom, was organized by the 
Infestation Control Division of the Ministry of Agricul­

ture and Fisheries.

Colonial Insecticides, Fungicides and Herbicides 
Committee

The report of this committee is mainly technical, and 
de^bS the research activities of the Colonial In- 
desenoes tuc Porton fundamental
secticides t the Imperial College Field
research on ^c^ and at Rothamsted Expen-

XS “ sx"S 
,h'field which still remains to be covered.

(Continued at foot of next page}
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The World’s Sugar Crops

THE latest estimates of Willett and Gray, as pub­
lished in their Weekly Statistical Sugar Trade 
Journal of October 11th, show that they expect 

the world sugar crop for 1950-51 to total 36,274,122 
long tons. Should this figure be reached, it will be the 
largest ever recorded and will exceed the outturn for 
1949-50 by over 3,954,556 tons. Their estimates are as 
follows :—

CANE CROPS
1950-51 1949-50 1948-49

Tons Tons Tons
United States—

Louisiana 407,362 371,266 354,726
Florida 96,429 93,750 71,428
Puerto Rico 1,105,614 1,148,603 1,140,609
Hawaiian Islands ... 930,000 858,001 853,473
Virgin Islands 7,100 9,413 4,228

Cuba
B.W.I.—

5,668,187 5,469,732 5,145,644

Trinidad 140,632 146,508 159,135
Barbados 167,360 138,182 135,859
J amaica 267,928 271,582 237,744
Antigua 18,500 31,121 18,263
St. Kitts 44,272 41,204 35,667
Other B.W.I.

F.W.I.—
12,825 14,860 12,847

Martinique ... 55,000 36,415 22,704
Guadeloupe 65,000 63,973 45,000

Dominican Republic ... 520,000 468,065 469,263Haiti
Mexico
Central America—

57,363
666,124

48,895
589,965

42,322
635,112

Guatemala ...
Salvador
Other Cen. Am.

70,000
26,372 
65,000

67,848
22,848
63,392

69,424
21,156
69,643South America—

Demerara 204,625 195,651 174,227Colombia
Surinam

150,000 
8,000

146,445
7,142

138'450
4,464 

41,034 
49,209

Venezuela ... 
Ecuador

50,000 
45,000

50,317
48,214

Peru
Argentine ...

475,000
612,994

490,000
548,772

493,075
565,471Brazil 1,650,000 1,505,372 1,624,367

7 otal America ... 13,586,687 12,947,073 12,634,544

India-Pakistan (Gur) 3,448,960 3,321,120 3,381 640»» ,, (White)
Indonesia
J apan ...
Taiwan (Formosa)
Philippine Islands

1,350,000 
445,078

35,000
450,000
850,000

1,250,000
277,158
33,250

612,624
611,055

1,145'900
223,517
26,766

621,876
651,225

Total Asia 6,579,038 6,105,207 6,050,924

Australia 
Fiji Islands 
Total Australia

920,417
96,000

936,937 
126,000

942,893
133,000

and Polynesia 1,016,417 1,062,937 1,075,893

Egypt ............................
Mauritius
Reunion
Natal and Zululand .. ’
Mozambique ...
Angola ...
British East Africa* ...

210,000 
456,691
95,000

612,319 
80,000 
55,500 
76,905

174,407 
416,023 
102,791
501,002 
91,452 
51,458
65,039

191,070
391,678
78,430

542,719 
79,891 
50,859 
83 372Total Africa 1,586,415 1,402,172 1,418,019

Europe Spain 20,000 23,439 18 744Total Cane Sugar Crops 22,788,557 21,540,828 21,198,124

BEET CROPS
1950-51 

Tons
1949-50 

Tons
1948-49

Tons
Europe—

Germany 1,848,818 1,180,112 1,303,544
Czechoslovakia 880,000 623,940 634,538
Hungary 250,000 262,360 242,856
France 1,433,474 876,230 960,157
Belgium 449,323 345,381 262,698
Holland 408,636 396,421 284,996
Russia and Ukraine 2,500,000 2,450,000 2,300,000
Poland 1,043,948 831,251 693,751
Sweden 310,000 285,650 291,592
Denmark 371,686 322,901 265,041
Italy 635,556 482,670 455,556
Spain 175,000 148,539 239,244
Switzerland 26,000 26,500 27,290
Bulgaria 50,000 54,055 74,555
Roumania ... 100,000 104,720 112,500
Great Britain* 686,000 463,737 559,432
Ireland* 86,589 88,633 85,492
Jugoslavia ... 94,348 109,771 90,000
Turkey* 137,430 134,850 118,102
Other countries 181,468 141,167 112,234

Total Europe 11,668,276 9,328,888 9,113,578

United States—Beet* 1,683,482 1,349,469 1,095 861
Canada—Beet* 133,807 100,381 78,411

Total Beet Sugar Crops 13,485,565 10,778,738 10,287,850

Grand Total—
Cane and Beet 36,274,122 32,319,566 31,485,974

Estimated increase in
production ... 3,954,556 833,592 3,481,093

* Refined sugar.

{Continued from preceding page)

Colonial Economic Research Committee
No research specifically connected with the British 

West Indies was undertaken during the year under 
review. Three projects of general interest were a 
survey of the available data relating to colonial depend­
ence on imported foods, a study of colonial monetary 
systems, and a pilot investigation of the value of sample 
market surveys as an aid to the general policy of 
promoting industrial development in the colonial 
territories.

Among plans for future economic research is one 
tor the study of capital investment problems in the 
colonial temtones generally, in regard to which the 
government of Jamaica is stated to have agreed to a 
suggestion by the Secretary of State that an initial 
inquiry should be carried out in Jamaica.

The Additional Reports
fliere is little in the three additional reports which is 

neithXs ‘V’" Brftish West ^ndies'Vwhere 
neither tsetse fly nor locusts are of any concern, 
mittens Fisheries Advisory Com-
fehen^ H« d i fish?nes ^search as distinct from 
in connexion 10BSeVv an t makes no mention of research 
in connexion with West Indian fisheries.
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The Homeward Mail
4-

ANTIGUA
By cable from Miss Helen Goodwin. November \2th.

Aj earthquake shock more severe than any felt for 
several years was experienced this morning. No 
damage is reported.

Air Commodore Arthur McDonald has paid a short 
visit to his mother, Mrs. Hilda McDonald, while on a 
mission in Washington.

A short and impressive Armistice Day service was 
held as usual following the annual sale of poppies.

The Governor, Mr. Kenneth Blackbume, and Mrs. 
Blackbume lent Government House for a successful 
grand pageant of youth in aid of the island’s youth 
movements. ...

Girl Guides are very proud over the acquisition of a 
new Guide headquarters situated in the Deanery 
grounds which was opened by the Governor.

BARBADOS
Visitors. Miss Joan Kysh, secretary of the Barbados 

Publicity Committee, in a newsletter from Bridgetown 
dated October 22nd, states : “ Visitors to the island 
this month included Sir Robert W. Urquhart British 
Ambassador to Venezuela ; Mr. John Alexander, sales 
manager, B.O.A.C. Caribbean area; Mr William E. 
Breese, public relations, Pan American World Airways 
Latin-American division; and Mr. William Sellers, head 
of the Colonial Film Unit, London.

Assistant Secretary Marries. “ Miss J Cheesman, 
assistant secretary of the Barbados Publicity Committee, 
was married on the 13th, at St. Leonard s church, to 
Mr. Geoffrey Johnson. Mrs. Johnson will continue 
working for the Committee.

Club Opened. “ On the fourth of this month, Club 
Poinciana, situated at Greystone Flats, Manne Gardens, 
Hastings was opened, under the management of Mr. 
A m Martyr At present there are two double bed- 
moms for resident guests, and it is hoped m the near 
future to increase the number of guest rooms.

Arrivals. “ The number of passengers disembarking 
at Barbados during the period from April
ber 30th, 1951, was 10,201. This figure meluded 3,242 

residents returning, 155 immigran s, , ■ ^-y
transit tourists, 5,477 tourists on holiday and 1,459 

tourists on business.

BRITISH GUIANA
Opening of Technical Ifstifrite. Our ^res­

pondent in a newsletter dated October 20th statem

sms
nrnvide bv way of training craftsmen, exactly wnai 
“ S5S Ofe

Agricultural Department. “ Mr. J. P. Watson and 
Mr. E. L. Birse, soil surveyors, arrived in the colony to 
determine the possibilities for agriculture in the Amakura 
River districts. This forms part of the plans by the 
Interior Department to make extensive surveys of the 
hinterland.

Potable Water for Georgetown. “ The George­
town Potable Water Supply scheme came into operation 
when the Governor, Sir Charles Woolley, set the plant 
into action on September 26th. Sir Charles led a party 
comprising many prominent citizens by drinking a 
glass of the filtered water, thus dramatizing the fact 
that there would be no risk of contracting the water­
borne diseases which had for so long been the scourge 
of the colony.

Match Factory. “ Employees of the Guiana Match 
Factory can only hope to get increased wages if Govern­
ment agrees to representations made by the manage­
ment of the company for an increase in the selling price 
of matches.

Strike. “ About 100 workers at Atkinson Field went 
on strike in protest against Government’s failure to 
recognize the British Guiana Labour Union as their 
bargaining agent. Later in the day, however, recog­
nition was accorded the organization, which consequently 
ordered the men back to work.

Protests Against High Cost of Living. On 
September 23rd the People’s Progressive Party spon­
sored a demonstration parade through the streets of 
Georgetown in protest against the existing high cost of 
living. Later a meeting was held at which several 
resolutions were passed.

Government Employees get Cost of Living 
Increase. “ In order to relieve the high cost of living 
(for government employees) the Finance Committee 
approved proposals to increase by 7| per cent the cost 
of living allowances to Government employees m receipt 
of salaries up to $100 per month, while those receiving 
salaries between $100 and $150 will get an increase 
of 5 per cent. These increases are based on the recom­
mendations made by the Fletcher Cost of Living 
Advisory Committee, but are more favourable to the 
employees in certain respects. It is ^timated that 
they will involve an additional expenditure of $126,000 
for the remainder of 1951.

Opening of New Dredge. "The prospects of 
British Guiana’s gold mining industry appeared much 
brighter when on September 29th the Governor named 
the new dredge ‘ Sir Charles ’ at the Bntish Guiana 
C°<?Thegeneral manager stated that the opening of the 

ine geiieidi & stase in the company s
new dredge ma^k^ stressed the fact that the future

$766,000 for development.
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“ The new dredge can dig one to two million cubic 
yards a year at a depth of 45 feet—exactly twice the 
capacity of the existing dredge. The present output 
per month is between 600 and 700 ounces but with the 
new dredge in operation it should be more than 1,000.”

JAMAICA
Citrus Growers Request Funds. Our corres­

pondent, Mr. H. P. Jacobs, writing from Kingston on 
October 25th, states : “ The Citrus Growers’ Association 
has requested further funds to speed up the extension 
of orchards. It has called government’s attention to 
the fact that so far Jamaica has supplied only a small 
fraction of the citrus juice which it is entitled to furnish 
under the valuable ten-year contract.

“ Proposals to create ministries and increase the 
number of elected members of the Executive Council 
have just been announced, by publication of a report 
on the subject prepared by the Hon. D. C. MacGillivray, 
Colonial Secretary.

“ At present ministers are merely elected members of 
the Executive Council who answer to the House for 
certain departments. The proposal is to group the 
departments and statutory bodies in eight sections and 
to give elected members charge of five of these, while 
the other three would be headed by the ex-officio 
Executive Councillors (Colonial Secretary, Attorney 
General and Financial Secretary).

Each of the five ministers would head a properly 
staffed ministry and would be responsible for decisions 
on all matters which are not the natural collective 
responsibility of the Executive Council.

“ The Colonial Secretariat, shorn of its functions as 
general clearing house for correspondence and adminis­
trative nerve-centre, would be responsible to the 
Governor for police, local government, the local 
forces, etc., the Attorney General would head a legal 
and judicial department; and the Financial Secretary 
would remain in charge of finance. Health, agriculture 
trade, social services, housing, etc., would be under the 
ministers, who would be directly responsible to the 
Governor.

“ This makes necessary a special Governor’s Office 
as the new nerve-centre and clearing house. The staff 
of this and of the Ministries would mainly be drawn from 
the diminished Secretariat, and new annual charges 
would not reach ¿10,000. Some ¿50,000 would have 
to be spent on buildings and furnishings.

“ The leader of the majority party would be a ‘ chief 
minister without portfolio, and financial matters would 
be placed before the House by an elected Executive 
Councillor with no departmental responsibilities, until 
further constitutional advance replaced the Financial 
Secretary by a Finance Minister. Thus the number of 
seven ” members on the Executive Council would be

ST. LUCIA
99nd°rm DamaSe- Writing from Castries on October 
ffind, our correspondent, Mr. Henry E. Belmar, states •

Ihe heavy rams at the end of last month caused 
and^bridees d°nly t0 cr0Ps’ but to roads 
and bridges At Soufnere an important bridge was 
3d X At the southern end of the
island a fall of 7| inches in 24 hours was registered

Rebuilding of Castries. “ Private rebuilding in 
Castries continues to increase ; so far 33 building permits 
have been granted. Micoud and Bridge Streets are 
fast losing their deserted appearance.”

U.K. Food Subsidies
The following particulars of the estimated current 

unit subsidies on foodstuffs in the United Kingdom 
in 1951-52 were given in the Ministry of Food Bulletin 
No. 621, issued October 20th, 1951

Current

Commodity Unit
average 

retail price 
per unit 

s. d.

Subsidy 
per unit 

s. d.
Bacon ... 1 lb. 2 7 1 31
Bread ... 31 lb. loaf 1 0
Flour............................. 7 lb. 2 21 1 2f
Shell eggs 1 dozen 3 101 11
Meat (carcase) 1 lb. 1 8 31
Milk ............................. 1 quart 11 21
Butter ................ 1 lb. 2 6 91
Cheese 1 lb. 1 2 1 11
Margarine—domestic... 1 lb. 1 2 3f
Cooking fat—domestic 1 lb. 1 4 31
Lard 1 lb. 1 4 31
Sugar—domestic 1 lb. 6 1
Tea 1 lb. 3 8 81

The subsidies on food represent a saving of about
12s. 7d. a week to a family of four. This figure includes
the cost of the Welfare Foods Service and Milk in
Schools Scheme.

Aftermath of Hurricane

Jamaica Livestock. Feed Shortage
When the hurricane struck Jamaica, considerable 

damage was done to coco-nut cultivations, and the 
colony was faced with the prospect of a shortage of 
coco-nut meal for livestock feed.

In response to a request from the Jamaica Livestock 
Association the Caribbean Commission circulated an 
inquiry to territorial governments and to Chambers of 
Commerce in the Caribbean for assistance in procuring 
supplies. Replies received, however, hold forth little 
hope of help, and indicate that in all territories the 
amount available is no more than adequate, and in 
most cases inadequate, for local consumption.

As substitutes for coco-nut meal the Trinidad 
agricultural department has offered molasses yeast, 
and the corresponding department in British Guiana 
has suggested the possibility of supplying a small amount 
of rice bran.

Jamaica Banana Delegation

A delegation from Jamaica arrived in London on 
November 7th for discussions regarding the banana 
situation in that island. It comprised Mr. Richard 
Wilhams, the Hon. Rudolph Burke, Mr. Clifford D. de 
Lisser and Mr. Earle, Commissioner of Commerce and 
Industries.

They were joined a few days later by the Hon. Alex­
ander Bustamante, Minister for Communications, who 
was accompanied by his secretary, Miss G. Longbridge.
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Company Reports and Meetings

Ste. Madeleine Sugar Co., Ltd.
In their report for the year ended June 30th, the directors 

state that the profit was £113,451, which with the balance 
brought forward of £71,476 amounts to £184,927. From this 
£78,000 has to be deducted for provision for taxation, £5,000 for 
transfer to general reserve and £6,000 the amount written off 
British Government securities. Out of the remainder of 
£95,927, the directors recommend the payment of a dividend 
at the rate of 3| per cent, free of income tax, absorbing £26,234, 
leaving £69,693 to be carried forward.

Sugar production amounted to 53,080 tons. Of this total 
the Ste. Madeleine Factory produced 45,403 tons, the balance 
of 7,677 tons having been manufactured at the Reform Factory.

All the raw sugar for export was sold to the Ministry of Food 
at £30 2s. 6d. per ton c.i.f., plus Reserve Funds of £2 15s. Od. 
per ton making a total price of £32 17s. 6d. per ton. This is 
£2 7s. 6d. per ton more than for the 1950 crop.

The Rehabilitation Fund, to which the company will have 
contributed about £223,000 in respect of the past four years 
by the time all sugar proceeds for this year’s crop are realized, 
has been drawn upon to the extent of £179,395.

In his annual statement which accompanies the report the 
chairman, Mr. J. M. du Buisson, says: “The results for the 
year, though falling far short of preliminary estimates, must be 
considered as reasonably satisfactory in view of the very wet 
weather experienced throughout practically the whole of the 
crop period, normally the dry season. There are few comments 
to make on the accounts, except to call your attention to the 
fact that taxation reserve has taken two-thirds of our profit 
and that we have written down our investments by £6,000 to 
show them at their present value. You will also notice that we 
experienced damage by fire at a sugar store, already reported 
in the Press, but the loss was covered by insurance.

“ This is the second year in succession that we have had 
bad crop conditions, but the weather this year was far worse 
than last and, in consequence, we have had to leave some 
36,000 tons cane unreaped, of which about two-thirds is estate 
cane. In view of the increased cost of all essential supplies, 
such as fertilizers, bags, etc., together with a further LJ pa 
cent increase in wages last January, expenditure has a am risen 
sharply. The price for our export sugar, although £2 ./s. ba. 
per ton higher than for last year, has been and still is som 
£10/£15 per ton lower than the open market price. In common 
with other producers, we made our first shipment of suoa.r i 
bulk during the year and the results were satisfactory 
hoped to extend this method considerably in the nex > 
but, if full benefit from bulk loading is to be obtained, consider 

able capital expenditure will be necessary. _ het war
“Our revenue from by-products was more than last year 

owing to a rise in the value of molasses, but
with by the distillery was considerably less due to a further 
falling off in the local demand for rum. and we

“ Labour relations throughout the year were good, and we 
are continuing to develop our social welfare wo •

“Mr. Moody Stuart paid a visit to Trinidad during the cropK 
" In making the dividend recommendation your

have had in mind the cautious policy adopted inpast_ years. 
Although profits showed a considerable reduction comp« 
the two previous years, they felt that there
for maintaining the dividend and, having reg . nv 3ower
rate of income tax, the gross dividend is only fractionally lower 
I must, however, warn stockholders that 1 the White Paper 
proposals for limitation of dividends are eventually approved on 
permitted maximum for the next year would bejurt.under per 
cent free of tax, assuming the same rate of ministry

"As to the future, further discussions. withJim Ministry 

of Food on the long-term p cannot, therefore,
for the 1952 crop have only recently start d. l q{
say what price we are likely to get b , J o , supplies 
living in the British West Indies and the cost* ofsupp^ 
generally, both of which continue to ’ a* ^ing annual 
in price will be justified. The , , between the Common­
price is the chief problem to be between tne

^^^SnX^eather conditions are experienced. 

we may expect a better quality ratio and therefore hope to 
improve upon the 53,000 tons made this year. The effect of 
the bad weather will also be felt in 1953 as we shall be some 
1,100 acres short of plant cane for that year.

“ On behalf of the stockholders, I should like to express 
our great appreciation to Mr. Johnson, his staff and labour 
on the result of the crop. The field conditions were deplorable, 
and the field staff and labour are to be congratulated on the 
results achieved under such adverse circumstances. I hope it 
may be many years before we again have such a wet period.” 
Trinidad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd.

In their report for the year ended July 31st, the directors state 
that the profit amounted to £740,787, which, added to the 
balance brought forward of £198,287, makes a total of £939,074. 
After deducting the dividend on the 5| per cent preference 
capital (£20,694), the interim dividend of 3f per cent tax free 
on the ordinary capital (£37,500), provision for profits tax to 
July 31st (£180,000), and for future taxation and contingencies 
(£250,000), the balance available amounts to £450,880.

Out of this there has been transferred £100,000 to general 
reserve account and £25,000 to reserve for supplementary 
pensions. The directors recommend the payment of a final 
dividend on the ordinary capital of 12f per cent, tax free, making 
16| per cent, tax free, for the year, which will absorb £127,500, 
leaving £198,380 to be carried forward.

Throughout the year crude oil production was maintained at a 
steady rate and the total output amounted to 2,944,076 barrels 
as compared with 2,909,689 barrels in the previous year. Sales 
of crude oil amounted to 2,932,058 barrels.

There was little variation in the price received for deliveries of 
crude oil during the year but the average realization per barrel 
was considerably higher than that of the previous year owing to 
increases in the quoted United States prices for the various 
component products.

The company continued to operate six drilling rigs throughout 
the period. Twenty-two new oil wells were completed and, 
including unfinished wells, a total footage of 127,651 feet was 
drilled as compared with 30 new oil wells and a footage of 
137 505 feet in the previous year. The average depth of com­
pleted wells was 5,802 feet as compared with an average depth of 
4 297 feet the previous year. One well was drilled to a depth of 
13,471 feet, which at the time of its completion was the deepest 
well ever drilled in Trinidad.

Relations with labour, state the directors, were satisfactory 
throughout the year. The company has instituted a trade 
school at Palo Seco for the training of apprentice^ preference 
being given to the sons of employees in Trinidad. The building 
was opened by the Colonial Secretary on June 1st, and the 
first batch of apprentices are now under training.

At July 31st the land area over which the company holds oil 
rights amounted to 69,064 acres, an addition of l,48o acres 

dUMRg KenSh A. E. Moore, moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts at the annual meeting held in London on 
October 29th said: “The capital employed now exceeds 
£2,900,000, as compared with an issued share capita^ of 
$1 700 000 The difference of some £1,200,000 is almost 
Entirely accounted for by reserves of one kind and another

On^^ looks very strong

debtors and, in fact, t w;th a modest margin the current 
more than sufficient to cov ,fth^ further into
liabilities of £721,000. y that contracts
the balance-sheet you will see a are estimated at
outstanding m respect o P ' . tbe tax payable in the 
¿320,000 and ^«^1«n (that tQ ¿400,000.
next fiscal year on this; yea p^ to do our best by good 
Thus you will aPPreciate ^mnaratively conservative dividend 
housekeeping and by a compara^ resources Th kill
policy to conserve and to add almost equal to the
of course, is profits tax, which at £180 OWms
amount we are distributing by way of dividend

Profits Tax
“ Profits tax is perhaps the most mischievouSgtax^ p?iVate

It is a subtle and cumulative .. out of profits withheld 
ŒÎrtibSti» Ud ttX militates against the building-up
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of a business by the time-honoured process of ploughing-in. 
It militates also against the raising of capital from outside, 
because it imposes a fine of 50 per cent on any dividends paid. 
It is sapping the strength of British industry and is highly 
objectionable on that ground alone. When applied, as in our 
case, to the revenue derived from the extraction of irreplaceable 
mineral resources situated overseas it is indefensible both on eco­
nomic and political grounds. I may mention that neither Canada 
nor America taxes profits as such earned in another country.

“ Quite clearly the present taxation policy of the United 
Kingdom is not only damaging to Trinidad’s economy but is 
also putting British overseas enterprise at a great disadvantage 
compared with its transatlantic counterpart.

“ I trust that our new Government will speedily modify the 
profits tax and, at least in the case of overseas mining and oil 
companies, abolish it altogether. I hope, too, that they will 
look into the whole question of taxation policy on profits earned 
outside this country with a view to removing injustices, which 
are not only giving rise to criticism and ill-feeling in colonial and 
other overseas countries (as is made abundantly clear to all who 
visit them) but also having unfortunate effects at home.

Chairman’s Visit to Trinidad
" To return to our domestic affairs, I again visited Trinidad 

early this year in company with our managing director, Com­
mander Lavington.

“ The new and liberalized constitution introduced last year 
following elections based on universal suffrage is working well. 
I had the opportunity of meeting some of the new Ministers 
who are co-operating with our industry, and we with them, in 
the task of improving working, living and economic conditions 
in Trinidad by the efficient and enlightened conduct of its oil 
industry, a task in which our general manager, Mr. Bennett, both 
in his duties with us and as a member of the Legislative Council, 
is making a valuable contribution.

I also had the pleasure of meeting and conferring with the 
Governor, Major-General Sir Hubert Rance, whose wisdom 
and guidance Trinidad is singularly fortunate to have in this 
formative phase in its history.

“ On our oilfields there were abundant signs of continued 
progress in all aspects of our activities, thanks to a keen, com­
petent and loyal staff.

I venture to think that Trinidad has turned its back on any 
ideas of nationalizing its oil industry, preferring the wise course 
of co-operation between Government, community and industry, 
to the mutual advantage of all.

Drilling Operations
“ On the subject of our drilling operations, you will remember 

that on a previous occasion I mentioned that they have, so 
far, been confined to about one-third of the total land area over 
which the company holds oil rights.

“ If you were to look at a marked map of the south-west 
part of Trinidad you would see that our holdings, which now 
amount in all to about 70,000 acres, are principally in the Palo 
Seco, Coora, Quarry, Los Bajos and Moruga districts, with a 
spur to the north-east in the Central Ranges.

“ In the first four named districts we have drilled altogether 
some seven hundred wells which have given us an intimate 
knowledge of the geological structure over some 6,000 acres in all 
scattered over a superficial area of about 25,000 acres. It is 
only m respect of the comparatively small area of 6,000 acres 
that our geologists feel justified in computing what are termed 
proved reserves and you will be glad to know that, in their 
view, they would be sufficient to maintain the present rate of 
production for many years to come. The reserves in the 
remaining 64 000 acres are as yet, a matter of conjecture and will 
remain so until they have been thoroughly explored by the drill. 
That process is continually going on and, by way of example,

?S comPleted during last year can be sub-divided as 
IO11OWS •---
Sixteen exploitation wells (bread and butter wells 

drilled in proved areas) ............
Three semi-exploratory wells, two of which gave good 

production and substantially increased the area of 
our known reserves ...

Three exploratory wells, two of which must be 
regarded as failures and one of which, Coora 188 
as I shall tell you presently, is producing oil and 
raises hopes of important discoveries

Cost 
¿283,000

¿132,000

¿239,000 

¿654,000

“ Of the three exploratory wells, Moruga No. 1 ran into 
difficulties owing to the collapse of the formation between 6,000 
and 8,000 feet and, ultimately, had to be abandoned as a 
failure.

" Marabella No. 1 at an early stage raised everyone’s hopes by 
unexpectedly entering the cretaceous formation at 3,500 feet 
and thereafter extremely hard drilling was encountered. It was 
a great disappointment when, at 6,500 feet, it was found that we 
were, geologically speaking, back where we started and that 
what had been drilled through with great difficulty was nothing 
but an immense overthrust. Subsequent tests gave small 
quantities of oil but no commercial production. Further tests 
are still in progress.

Herrera Discovery
“ Coora No. 188, to which I referred last year, was eventually 

drilled down to 13,471 feet. A narrow belt of the Herrera sand— 
one of the objectives—was encountered just below 8,500 feet and 
the cretaceous soon after 13,000 feet. This well was all but 
wrecked by the premature explosion of a perforating gun at 
8,978 feet, but was ultimately recovered by very creditable 
salvage operations carried out by our engineers. Tests of the 
cretaceous gave a small amount of oil and much salt-water 
under great pressure but no commercial production. Subsequent 
tests of the Herrera have, however, yielded sustained production 
of oil averaging 100 barrels a day through an exceptionally 
small flow-hole at a pressure of over a ton per square inch. 
This is the first Herrera production we have achieved in our 
main fields and may be of great importance, though it would be 
dangerous to jump to premature conclusions.

“ Our geologists, however, think there is a good prospect that 
this Herrera sand extends over a considerable part of the com­
pany’s holdings in the Coora Field and, possibly, in the Palo 
Seco Field also. There are reasonable grounds for hoping too 
that further to the north the sand may thicken and therefore 
prove more prolific.

" In order to prove or disprove the extent and capacity of this 
Herrera discovery, two further exploratory wells have been 
put in hand but it will be some months before we know the 
answer. If the promise of Coora 188 is confirmed by these 
two wells proving good producers from the Herrera sand, it 
would be an event comparable in importance with the original 
discovery of the Coora Field, which has contributed so much 
tothe company s prosperity in the last ten years.

As Coora 188 cost ¿170,000 to drill the present production 
from it would hardly make it a paying proposition but, from 
the geological point of view, it has, of course, provided in­
valuable information. I repeat, however, that it would be 
dangerous to jump to premature conclusions.

From what I have said you will appreciate that we have 
before us many years of intensive exploratory work, the outcome 
of which will be of vital importance not only to us but to the 
future prosperity of Trinidad.

“We regard this work as an inescapable duty from all points of 
we inte?d’ as a matter of policy (as I have no doubt 

WP°1L be y°ur wish) to continue with our programme in spite 
of the great expense and commercial hazards involved.

Directorate and Staff
“ To turn to more personal matters, as you will have seen 

from the report, Sir Claud Hollis, owing to advancing years, 
re-election. For many years he has contributed 

frnm K advice ln the conduct of the company’s affairs, drawn
7- long experience of colonial administration. We regret 

his retirement but are fortunate in having the opportunity of 
recruiting as his successor Sir John Huggins, who will brin" 
so^usef™ toSuSthat °f experience which in the Past has been

on behalf’thAr f° take this °PPortunity of expressing
and abroa d f ink+hb°ard °Ur SmCere thanks to al’> at home
to the SerV1Ce °i the comPany their contribution
vou will T Pr°g^s of our undertaking. As shareholders 
message of tSnVre’ 7 J°m with the board in sending a 
Shi TrS aK ®ncouraSement to our staff and work- 
nersonaHvTWh°’ 1 ?ssure you from what I have seen 
personally, are doing a really first-class job.”

m,Tber °f the West India Committee 
ts eligible for Life Membership on compounding his, or 
her, annual subscription by a single payment of £18 18s.
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United Nations Children’s Fund West Indian Passenger List

Aid for Caribbean

In December, 1946, the United Nations General 
Assembly created an organization to continue the 
programme to benefit children which would otherwise 
have ceased with the termination of the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (U.N.R.R.A.). 
This organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(U.N.I.C.E.F.),as economic conditions improved and the 
emergency phases passed, extended its policy to include 
welfare programmes to aid children throughout the 
world and particularly in underdeveloped areas.

It was recently announced by the chief of the 
U.N.I.C.E.F. office in Guatemala, when visiting the 
Caribbean Commission headquarters in Port-of-Spain, 
that projects for the Caribbean to be financed by the 
fund at a total cost of $640,000 U.S. include insect 
control and child-feeding demonstrations in British 
Honduras and anti-tuberculosis projects in Jamaica 
and Trinidad. The sum quoted represents one-third 
of the total allotted for Central America and the Carib­
bean combined.

[The anti-tuberculosis project in Trinidad was referred to by 
the Governor in his address to the Legislative Council, bee 
page 263.]

Booker Line
Sailings to British. Guiana, in s.s. Amakura (Captain S. 

Armitage), Liverpool, November 2nd :—
Mr. M. F. Costello
Mr. C. E. Gray
Mrs. N. C. Kastelein-

Hendriks

Mr. E. P. Niven
Mr. & Mrs. A. S. Outridge
Miss M. Outridge

Fyffes Line

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Strang 
Miss E. M. Strang

Sailings to Barbados and Trinidad, in s.s. Golfito (Captain S. 
A. Sapsworth), Southampton, October 20th :—

Miss E. Scott-Johnson 
Mt. & Mrs. H. Seaford 
Mr. R. J. Shannon 
Mr. P. D. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. V. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Smith

Mr. J. H. Alexander 
Mrs. D. Beasley 
Mrs. M. Biggar 
Miss M. A. Blades 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Breeze 
Mrs. L. F. Buchan 
Mrs. M. M. Bulling 
Miss M. R. Bulling 
Miss F. R. Cameron 
Miss J. Chu-Cheong 
Mr. & Mis. B. Conduit 
Major & Mrs. C. Deacon 
Mr. & Mrs. O. De Barry 
Mr. & Mrs. J. De Freitas 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Fennah 
Mi. & Mrs. R. L. Getty 
Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Gilbert 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Glendinning 
Dr. & Mrs. S. Goldstone 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gonsalves 
Mrs. H. F. Hadow

Miss M. Hombersley 
Mrs. G. F. Kerr 
Dr. & Mrs. C. O. King 
Mr. J. A. Law 
Mrs. W. M. MacIntyre 
Miss A. D. MacIntyre 
Miss D. A. Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. J. McKinstry 
Mr. J. Meakin
Mi. & Mi s. F. Mittelholzer 
Mrs. K. A. Ogier 
Mr. & Mrs. R. O’Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Parfitt 
Mr. & Mrs. Psaila 
Lady Rance
Misses K. & M. Richards 
Miss H. Ridler
Mis. W. G. Robertson 
Miss J. M. Robertson 
Mr. W. M. Robson

Mi. & Mrs. J. G.
Stanhope-Lovell 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Stollmeyer 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Sutherland 
Mr. W. D. Thompson 
Miss W. P. Townsend 
Mr. C. P. Wade 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Wall 
Miss P. D. Watt-Boyd 
Mr. E. V. Wharton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wilkinson 
Miss M. J. Wilkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Yuille

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Cavina 
Avonmouth, November 9th :—

(Captain T. H. Bull),

Dominican Sugar for Canada

Czamikow’s Sugar Review, No. 60 (October 31st, 
1951), reports that negotiations initiated at lorquay 
this year have resulted in the conclusion in Ottawa ot a 
sugar agreement under which Canada agrees o pure ase 
from the Dominican Republic, during each of the years 
1952 and 1953, 57,589 long tons of raw sugar this 
represents 43 per cent of 133,928 long tons, w ic is 
maximum total quantity of non-preferential sugars in 
respect of which the Canadian governmen is P P , 
to enter into similar negotiations with traditional

Miss A. F. Adamson 
Mr. A. Ashbourne 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Bicknell 
Rt. Rev. G. H. Brooks 
Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Butt 
Mr. H. E. Caunter 
Dr. H. D. Chambers 
Mr. I. A. Chin 
Mrs. E. Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Dodds 
Mrs. M. M. de Cordova 
Miss M. de Cordova 
Miss P. Drake 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Edwards 
Mrs. E. M. Edwards

Mr. S. L. Finding
Dr. & Mrs. W. A. George 
W/Cdr. & Mrs. P. W.

Hackforth
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hepher 
Mrs. B. R. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Lopez 
Miss S. S. Lopez
Capt. & Mrs. R. Martinez 
Mr. O. S. Mathurin 
Mrs. L. McNiven
Mrs. P. M. Millar
Mrs. D. Minshull-Ford 
Rev. & Mrs. G. H. Moon 
Miss K. H. Moon

Mr. J. Murphy
Mr. C. Nicholas
Mrs. E. M. Payne 
Mr. W. J. Pearce 
Mrs. N. Perkins 
Mr. & Mrs. F. N. Riley 
Mrs. R. Smith 
Mrs. I. Thomas 
Mrs. B. J. Toole 
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suppliers of non-preferential sugar. , j
According to Press reports, importers will place 

in a position to receive this sugar at the same ai 
price as Commonwealth supplies.

It is understood that Canada will a so
2,143 long tons of sugar during each ot the

purchase 
same two

years from Haiti.

Trinidad Oil Industry

month ofApex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the 
October production of crude oil and casing-head gasoline 
amounted to 282,119 barrels. . , Produc-

United British Oilfields of Tnmdad Ltd Produc 
tion for the four weeks ended October 29th was 419,104

baTrinidad Petroleum Development Co. Ltd The 
crude oil output for October 257,6« barrel.

c JdTolT produlüon?from' own fields only, amounted 

to 522,089 barrels.
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The Markets
November 9th, 1951

and those of a

Price

O year ago are shown below :— 
Dividend for

TOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices

Latest
Latest Year Quotation Nov. 17th, 1950

2i Consols 634 654 72 74
34 War Loan ... 84f 85fxd 95i 96J

25 Angostura Bitters .., 60/- 65/- 73/9 78/9
10 Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 33/9 36/3 35/- 37/6
— Antigua Sugar Factory 14/6 15/6 13/6 14/6

*30 Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/— 48/9 51/3 39/44 41/104
8 Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 41/6 44/6 43/6 47/6

*9| Booker Bros. McConnell 10/- 35/74 38/14 31/6 33/6
6 Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 22/6 25/- 24/44 26/104
4 British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— I/74 2/I4 I/74 I/IO4
84 Caroni Ltd. 2/— 2/6 3/- 2/9 3/3
6 Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref. 19/6 20/6 18/9 21/3

*74 Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 4/3 5/3 4/9 5/9
15 Kern Oil Co. 3/4 12/6 13/6 10/9 11/9
10 Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 25/6 27/6 46/3 48/3f
124 Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 2/3 3/3 —/6 1/6
10 Royal Bank of Canada §10 215/- 235/-xd 215/- 225/-

*174 St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 62/6 65/- 57/6 62/6
*4 Ste. Madeleine Sugar 17/- 19/- 15/74 I6/IO4
20 Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/- 20/- 22/- 22/9 23/9

*14 Trinidad Leaseholds 5/— .. 31/6 32/6 24/- 26/-xd
*16^ Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- 35/- 37/6 26/6 28/6

54 Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 54% Pref. 21/9 22/9 22/- 23/-
74 Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 4/9 5/9 5/- 6/-
8Î United British Oilfields 6/8 28/- 29/- 21/9 22/95 West Indies Sugar 20/6 22/6 22/- 24/-6 West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. 21/3 23/9 21/3 23/9

♦Free of Income Tax. f£l shares.

Cocoa. The market has been

Rum. The Board of Trade Returns for September are as
follows :—

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius

Month of
1950 

109,086

September
1951

51,663

J anuary-September
1950 1951

917,935 874,052
679,708 2,253,584

Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

121,644
53,619

109,697
25,112

72

52,012
11,947

141,925
183

1

1,988,386
519,854

1,573,882
202,068

516

1,516,400
975,032

1,162,056
456,611

4,772

Total ... 419,230 257,731 5,882,349 7,242,507

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of August)

32,207 59,569
Month of September

125,296 63,791
12,603,000 15,478,000

413,610 455,917
January-August

973,241 921,472

Cocoa. The Board of 
follows :—

Imports ... ... ... cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial 

Africa ...
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Trade Returns for

Month of September 
1950 1951
— 20

560 2,159
— 540

160 124
12 67

222 —
— 1,000
— 56

September are as

J anuary-September 
1950 1951

1,209 597
55,156 49,975
27,195 35,615
3,437 2,919

829 934

8,257 1,213
24,119 2,168

7 326

Total.............................. 954 3,966 120,209 93,747

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of August)

1,445 2,019
Month of September

802 4,810
1,150 30,700

4,129 —
J anuary-August 

115,484 56,146

B.B.C. and the Colonies
------ very difficult during the past 

month with prices tending downwards during the period. 
Trinidad first marks are quoted at 245/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. and 
Grenada fine estates at 240/-. On the spot Trinidad first marks 
are quoted at 270/- and Grenada good marks at 265/-. Trade 
is very quiet with manufacturers holding off for the time being.

Honey is still a very quiet market with gocd sound Jamaica 
with no guarantee of colour available at 102/6 ex wharf.

Pimento. Buyers are still uninterested. Prices are un­
changed at 221/- c.i.f. and 1/11| per lb. ex wharf London.

Ginger. Buyers have shown very little interest during the 
past month. Spot stocks are reported to be on the low side and 
the small business done has been at 460/- ex wharf for No. 3

On ^US basis ^°- would be quoted at 470/- and No. 1 
at 480/-. Some interest has been shown in new crop with 
buyers ideas around 400/- for the February/April shipment. 

Nutmegs are quiet and unchanged. Defectives continue 
QA- e 5o?ied per lb- c-i.f., sound unassorted at 3/1 and 
«0 s at 3/9. Ex wharf prices are 2/3 for defectives and 3/4 for 
sound unassorted. '

Mace is quiet with prices unchanged at 8/8 per lb. c.i.f for 
9/6°lnribft/«e if°r N°’ 1 PickinSs- Ex wharf prices are
9/6 and 8/6 respectively.

September are asSugar. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns for

Imports of Unrefined tons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius ... ...
Australia ...
Fiji ................

Month of
1950
8,115

13,845
26,305

September 
1951

34,826 
9,650

J anuary-September
1950 1951

11,117 19,808
104,917 151,881
170,136 137,341

British West Indies ... ...
British Guiana 17,812 19,142 287,449 254,385
Other Commonwealth Countries 4,224 53,998 58,315
Cuba ................
Hayti 47,319 59,969 479,983 802,888
Dominican Republic ... 
Mexico 13,699 17,586 379,349 400,433
Peru — — -- .
Other Foreign Countries 7,327 11,713 11,215 39,346

Total ... 137,205 157,110 1,498,164 1,864,397
Consumption
Refined .. Month of September J anuary-September
Unrefined........................... ’ 209,493

o.iyo
216,892

19
1,534,242

23,484
1,538,933

Total............................ 209,494 222,087 1,534,261 1,562,417
Stocks (end of August)
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 38,600 41,200
Imported Unrefined 253,000 528,550

Total .„ 291,600 580,500

The report of the British Broadcasting Corporation 
for 1950-51 (Cmd. 8347, H.M.S.O., 4s. 6d.) records 

assistance afforded to the colonies and dependencies 
through the programme services from London, through 
the seconding of staff to survey undeveloped regions, 
to help to prepare reports for future action and to assist 
with the development of local services ; and through 
the training in the United Kingdom of broadcasting 
staff from the territories.

Broadcasts from London, while following the same 
general pattern as in previous years in regard to news, 
features, music, talks and educational series, placed 
increased emphasis on adult education.

In connexion with the supply of programmes on 
discs to the stations in the territories which conduct 
broadcasts for schools, a scheme was prepared for the 
regular preparation and supply of specially prepared 
transcriptions. The scheme, which includes a suggestion 
for the training of teachers by radio, was accepted in 
principle by the Colonial Office.

The Colonial Office also accepted a B.B.C. recom­
mendation that broadcasting officers should be appointed 
to Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago to assist the 
governments of those and neighbouring colonies in 

llmg the time reserved by the governments on the 
local commercial broadcasting stations. Finance has 
been made available from United Kingdom Colonial 
Development and Welfare Funds. The governments of 
Jamaica, British Honduras and the Bahamas have 
accepted the scheme and a B.B.C. official has been 
seconded for the purpose. In Jamaica a regular series 
of programmes has already started and schemes for 
British Honduras and the Bahamas have been drafted.

The corporation provided training during the vear 
Entire trainees including personnel from
British Guiana and Trinidad.
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Christmas greetings to all members of the 
West India Committee and readers of the 
CIRCULAR. Despite these troublesome times, 
may 1952 bring health and happiness to you
and yours.

J. M. Campbell, 
Chairman.

ài

An Urgent Problem

THE publication of the report of the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture covering the twenty-one 
months which ended on September 30th, 1950, 

and Sir Charles Woolley’s address on October 19th 
to the Legislative Council of British Guiana, both of 
which are noticed in this issue of the Circular, and 
the address by Sir Hubert Rance, Governor of 
Trinidad, which was reported in the last issue, have 
coincided with the meetings in London of representatives 
of the sugar producers and sugar producing temtones 
of the Commonwealth preliminary to the completion 
of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement. Ine co­
incidence, though accidental, is not without significance, 
for the conclusion of the Commonwealth Sugar Agree­
ment must focus attention on the fact that there are 
strict limits to the extent of the part that sugar can 
play in support of the standards of living of the people 
of the Commonwealth. .

The urgent problem facing the .sugar Pr°ducmg 
colonies, and particularly the British West n ia 
colonies, is how to provide additional sources ot sus en 
ance—if possible without retrenchment m the newly 
developed social services—for the great increase of 
populations now known to be imminent. In the 
British West Indies the problem is how to’ Pr°yde for 
one million more people within the next ir y Y •

The outlook could hardly be more gloomy ° 
need to encourage every effort to grapple wi 1 
clear. Both the report and the addresses, h°™ever a 
encouraging. Broadly, the role of ^Lo^'nlrmial 
teach students and especially candidates for +ronical 
Agricultural Service the arts and sciences of topical 
agriculture, and to carry out allied research. In view 
of the urgent importance of both aims, we, canonly 
regret the many difficulties which e Jtnnlies 
experienced in finding the necessary staff “id ®upphes 
of equipment. In present circumstances th<are 
unavoidable. Never was the need o

College more urgent, or its importance to the welfare 
of the whole of the Commonwealth that lies within the 
tropics greater. In the circumstances it is not surprising 
that the work of the College should be a major considera­
tion of His Majesty’s Government, and there is refreshing 
evidence of a desire to free the College authorities from 
anxiety in regard to reasonable expenditure both on 
current work and on intelligent expansion of its pro­
gramme. The sum now to be provided by the Treasury 
is in the neighbourhood of £125,000—not a great sum 
compared with the amounts so cheerfully supplied for a 
number of purely speculative ventures in colonial 
development.

The work of the College must, of course, be supple­
mented by action in the Commonwealth itself. It is 
in this connexion that the addresses of the Governors 
are encouraging, for they display an awareness of the 
need to explore every possible avenue that may lead to 
economic stability. Sir Charles Woolley in par­
ticular, after mention of the development of the forests 
and of the mineral wealth of British Guiana, follows with 
heartening references to the establishment and expansion 
of two important tropical products, the whole programme 
being accompanied by progress m the educational and 

S°The Educational and research work of the College 
and the development plans of Governments, however, 
may largely be wasted unless corresponding attention 
is mven to the problem of marketing. With Federation 
showing signs of slipping back into the realm of the 
imaginary from which it has never really emerged the 
™ed for special regional planning is m danger of being 

Th^e“

West Indian colonies to get together over the ^stion 
of trade with Canada produced numerous resolutions 
but improvement in the si—. The n ed

»si “

The subscription for Membership of the 
Committee, which is Payable on elec » , £^
annum for individuals an £ or after July Is* t>te 
the case of individuals elected on JJ y 6d 
initial subscription is 15s and mtMofJim * 
Subscriptions are renewable on January 1st.
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oners QioteLook

IN all the churches of Great Britain prayers of thanks­
giving were offered on Sunday, December 9th, for 
the recovery of His Majesty the King. He has, 

indeed, made progress since his operation such as his 
medical advisers had scarcely dared to hope. Never­
theless, it has to be recognized that the damaged lung 
on which the surgeons did their work cannot be restored 
to service; the one sound lung must do the work of 
two for the remainder of the King’s life. Though His 
Majesty is out of bed and able to travel to and fro 
between Buckingham Palace and Windsor, so that he 
can be seen and even photographed on the roads, he is 
bound to be treated as an invalid through a long period 
of convalescence. Much depends on the determination 
of his subjects not to make unnecessary demands upon 
him.

A long sea voyage has been prescribed—a form of 
cure always much to His Majesty’s taste—and he and 
the Queen will embark in H.M.S. Vanguard early in 
the New Year. This is the great battleship in which 
the Royal Family travelled to South Africa five years 
ago. It is not yet finally decided where the King and 
Queen will go on their cruise ; but since a warm climate 
is essential, and the King’s own dominions are naturally 
preferred to foreign waters, the Caribbean seems the 
obvious choice. From a member of the Royal House­
hold who lunched with me last week I gathered that a 
visit to the West Indies was very much on the tapis ; 
but the vital factor to be considered was whether popular 
enthusiasm in the islands would allow the King to enjoy 
the quiet and freedom from strain that he so sorely 
needs. I did my best to assure my guest that West 
Indians would not fall behind any other people, British 
or foreign, in sympathy and consideration.

* * *
From before the end of November the London streets 

have been made almost impassable by Christmas 
shoppers ; but although the display of presents is as 
glittering as ever, the general sense is that the proportion 
of window gazers to actual buyers is above the average 
of recent years. There is no doubt that most people 
are feeling the pinch of rising prices and scarce money. 
It 1S a significant fact that the big wine merchants, 
who are generally overwhelmed with orders at this 
season, are offering a five per cent. Christmas discount 
to attract more custom. At the same time the new 
Government have announced that the state of the 
nation s affairs will not allow the extra ration of sugar, 
tea and butter which people had come to expect in 
Christmas week.

I do not think we need infer from all this that the 
real spirit of Christmas is depressed. That spirit is not 
entirely dependent upon lavish expenditure, and 
indeed the relaxation and goodwill that the season 
always brings are all the more refreshing to the body 
and soul of the people in hard times. All the traditional 
features of Christmas are with us as usual. Peter Pan 
and half a dozen pantomimes are in rehearsal. The 
immense Christmas tree, which for several years now 

has come annually as a most graceful gift from the people 
of Norway, is ready for erection in Trafalgar Square, 
and it is good news that the King is well enough to 
undertake his customary broadcast to the Empire on 
the afternoon of Christmas Day. Without that the 
festival would nowadays not seem to be itself.

* * *
Parliament had adjourned for a recess of two months, 

which is a fortnight longer than usual at this time. 
The Labour Party, as in duty bound, has made loud 
protests; but the interval is obviously reasonable, in 
order to allow the new Ministers to settle in to their 
departments after six years of exclusion from the 
business of state. On the whole, in spite of finding 
themselves compelled, temporarily, to continue and 
even intensify the controls they condemned during 
their election campaign, the Conservatives are thought 
to have had rather the better of the opening debates. 
Their housing plans, which permit (without compelling) 
local authorities to entrust three-quarters instead of 
one-fifth of their building licences to private enterprise, 
constructing houses which may be for sale instead of 
for rent, have been severely criticized by Labour ; 
but the charge that they will reduce the opportunities 
of the poor man to get a house in competition with the 
rich has been disproved. Beyond that, no judgment 
can be passed until we see whether the new system does 
or does not get more houses built. In defence there is 
no substantial discontinuity between Conservative and 
Labour policy, though the reconstitution of the Home 
Guard is a salutary reminder of the precarious con­
dition of world peace. Having invited the Americans 
to establish bases on our soil from which to launch 
atomic bombing raids against a potential enemy in the 
east of Europe, we have to face the fact that in case of 
war our island will be the principal target for counter­
attack by, among other forces, parachute troops. Hence 
the new precautions.

But the defence debate ended in mutual compliments, 
Mr. Churchill paying generous tribute to the work of 
Mr. Shinwell, and even of Mr. Bevan, whose judgment 
that the original Labour programme for the first year 
of rearmament was economically impossible to carry 
out the Prime Minister partly endorsed. These two 
ex-Ministers have not in the past been among those 
who attracted many compliments from Mr. Churchill ; 
he magnanimity he now shows towards them seems 

ot good „augury for the achievement of that “bi­
partisan ’’ foreign policy for which he is known to hope.

* * *
The beginning of December brought a notable visitor 

to London in the person of Dr. Adenauer, the Federal 
Chancellor of the West German Republic. His visit 
nearly coincided with that of Justice Owen Roberts, 
who resigned from the American Supreme Court four 
years ago m order to preach the doctrine of international 
federation, and of Mr. Clarence Streit, the chief literary 
propagandist of the movement. Dr. Adenauer, address- 

(Continued on page 278)
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Colonial Policy
Statement by Mr. Oliver Lyttelton

Tn the House of Commons on November 14th Mr. 
1 Dodds-Parker asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies if he had any statement to make on colonial 
policy.

Mr. Oliver Lyttelton replied as follows : 11 Certain 
broad lines of policy are accepted by all sections of the 
House as being above party politics. These have been 
clearly stated by my predecessors from both the main 
parties. . .

“ Two of them are fundamental. First we all aim 
at helping the colonial territories to attain self-govern­
ment within the British Commonwealth. To that end 
we are seeking as rapidly as possible to build up in each 
territory the institutions which its circumstances 
require. Second we are all determined to pursue the 
economic and social development of the colonial terri­
tories so that it keeps pace with their political develop­

ment. , , , , TT'
“ I should like to make it plain at the outset that His 

Majesty’s Government intend no change in these aims. 
We desire to see successful constitutional develop­
ment both in those territories which are less advanced 
towards self-government and in those with more 
advanced constitutions. His Majesty s Government 
will do their utmost to help colonial governments and 
legislatures to foster the health, wealth and happiness 
of the colonial peoples. I hope therefore that however 
much there may from rime to rime be disagreement be 
tween us on details all parties will be with me in agree- 

m<AskedtbySMr. James Griffiths if he would make it 
clear that in all multiracial communities it must »elude 
participation of all the people in those temto^s 
irrespective of race, creed or colour Mr. Lyttdton 
said : “ I think that in general terms I can accept w 
the right hon. Gentleman says.

Cement Industry for Trinidad

Production to Start in 1954
The Colonial Development Corporation^announced 

on November 29th that it has: arrangedto.make a sub 
stantial investment m Trinidad Cement L -, P
recently formed in Trinidad to erect and operate a 
cement works in that colony with a capital of £1,600,00 
divided into £1,150,000 in preference shares and 

£450,000 in ordinary shares. Ruebv
T™“dad Cement Ltd-^is ^o will hold the majority 

Portland Cement C^Colonial Development 

Corporation wifi hold the majority of the preference

shares.Construction ot th. works, " ÉS

æxtæ -
should be of considerable eco programme of
colony, particularly m view of its large prog 
industrial development.

The West India Committee
Sugar Representatives Entertained

HPhe representatives of the sugar exporters of the 
A Commonwealth who are in London to complete the 
Commonwealth sugar agreement and to negotiate the 
price for 1952 were entertained at a cocktail party on 
December 6th.

The joint hosts were the West India Committee and 
representatives of the British West Indies Sugar Associa­
tion, and through the good offices of Mr. E. Cassleton 
Elliott the reception was held in the beautifully designed 
and magnificent hall of the Society of Incorporated 
Accountants and Auditors.

Mr. J. M. Campbell, chairman of the West India 
Committee, who had the honour of being elected chair­
man of all the Commonwealth representatives for the 
purposes of the current talks, received the 220 guests 
with Mrs. Campbell.

Among those present were Major G. Lloyd George, 
Minister of Food; Mr. A. Lennox-Boyd, Minister of 
State for Colonial Affairs, and Lady Patricia Lennox- 
Boyd • Lord Munster, Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies ; Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Braine, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dodds-Parker, Mr. Peter Smithers, Sir William Rook Mr. 
and Mrs. G. F. Sayers, Sir Harold Tempany, Sir Albert 
and Lady Feavearyear, Sir Henry and Lady Hancock, 
and officials of the Colonial Office and Ministry of Food 
with their ladies.

A photograph taken at the cocktail party appears 
in the first of the pictorial pages in this issue. It 
shows, from left to right: Mr. P.G. Anthony, Mr. J M 
Campbell Hon. H. H. Collins, Mr. H. A. Cuke, Major 
6 Lloyd George, Hon. T. W. White and Sir Albert 
Feavearyear. .

Big Georgetown Fire

A fire which broke out in the business centre of 
Georgetown, British Guiana, on the night of November 
foth caused damage which has been provisionally 

CS A coSlcte k oBto was destroyed together with 
warehouses and wharves extending from Water Street to

b“e"C£i ~tr. o< Ge«««,» ™ by 
fire in February, 1945, and again in May, 1947.

______________ _________—------- - ri

Order of St. Michael and St. George

sX“»™. <o s
tinguished Order of Srn tM^h^.^ Bolton 

K.c” D.D former Bishop of St. Albans, who 

has resigned the office.
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British West Indian Sugar Production

^he West India Committee has received from Governments and from Sugar Associations the following statistics 
regarding the West Indian sugar industry :—

23,100 tons fancy molasses; (c) excludes figure for Grenada.

Preliminary estimates for quota year 1951-52 Latest returns, quota year 1950-51.

Colony
Total 

production
Production for 

export
Total 

production
Local and 

neighbouring 
consumption

Production for 
export

tons tons tons tons tons
Barbados (a) 180,000 (a) 172,000 (6) 187,665 8,000 (b) 179,665
British Guiana 223,583 210,401 189,768 16,000 173,814
British Honduras ... 2,928 Nil 1,580 1,580 Nil
Jamaica 283,215 229,215 267,928 54,000 213,928
Leeward Islands—

Antigua ... 25,000 20,700 18,500 4,300 14,200St. Kitts ... 45,000 42,500 44,272 2,600 41 672Windward Islands—
Grenada ... 3,250 Not available 2,800 2,758 253St. Lucia 8,700 6,901 9,825 1,800 8 023St. Vincent 3,000 1,000 2,792 2 092Trinidad and Tobago 168,600 145,600 140,673 23,000 117,688

Total 943,276 (c) 828,317 865,803 116,130 749,943

molasses ; (6) includes

Hurricane Relief in U.K,

Concert at Royal Festival Hall
Princess Margaret was present at a concert held at 

the Royal Festival Hall on November 27th in aid 
of the Jamaica Hurricane Relief Fund. Her Royal High­
ness deputised for the Queen, who was prevented from 
attending owing to a cold. The Philharmonia Orchestra 
was conducted by Walter Susskind and the artistes were 
Anna Oiticica, Livia Rev and Rudolf Comacho.

The concert committee had Princess Alice Countess 
of Athlone, as president, the Earl of Harewood as vice- 
president, and Lady Huggins as chairman.

A photograph taken after the concert appears in the 
first of the illustration pages. It shows Princess 
Margaret with Princess Alice, and behind them is the 

Th Haretwood1 (riSht) talking with Lady 
Huggins. The picture also shows the Earl of Athlone 
(in overcoat), to the right of whom is Sir John Huggins 
chairman of the Jamaica Hurricane Relief Fund ”

Ihe concert produced about £2,500 for the fund, which 
n°w exceeds £130,000. In addition, as previously 
dTTl 7 ’ thousands °f pounds have been sent 

i° Tc 9overnor of Jamaica by firms and 
individuals on this side.

London visit, Mr. Bustamante 
received, £14,000 to assist banana growers in Jamaica. 
S' tglft of the National Federation of Fruit & 
Potato Trades Ltd.

U.N. Secretariat Helps Fund
A drive, authorized by Mr. Trygve Lie, secretarv- 

general, to raise funds for hurricane relief for the people 
o Jamaica, has taken place among the 3,000 United 
Nations employees at the headquarters building occupied 
by the secretariat in New York. 8 occupied

Mr. James A. Bough, a native of the United States 

Virgin Islands and chief of the Caribbean section in 
the Division of Information from non-self-goveming 
territories in the Department of Trusteeship, acted as 
chairman of a committee formed to conduct the drive.

The money collected is to be applied in the manner 
considered most helpful after discussion with the 
government of Jamaica.

{Continued from page 276)
ing the Royal Institute of International Affairs, made 
an eloquent plea for federation in both the forms now 
xt?? ^orld—that is European federation and
North Atlantic federation. English opinion has per­
haps, hardly yet appreciated how great are the strides 
made by the European federalists during the year 1951 
Both the Schuman plan for the integration of west- 
European heavy industry and the plan for a European 
army, including a contingent from a rearmed western 
Germany, logically demand an international govern­
ment to control them; and this implication of ioint 
S kS °f?te been much more ^dely recognized 
by both Frenchmen and Germans, and accepted bv 
growing parties in both countries. There is corres 
ponding disappointment that Great Britain refuses to 
become an active partner in either plan. But the more 
it isUthlt ^°Pean federahsm becomes, the more clear 

sovereignty to a new international gowmment Tn
OTTim riT'Hxrno 14-L» 1 our ties with the11British

Commonwealth and Empire • and th^ k • m sh 
come first. If a federal the Empire must
shall be its closest “V beW, we
be a nart of tu t supporter, but we cannot





THE “QUEEN MARY” UNDERGOING HER ANNUAL OVERHAUL AT SOUTHAMPTON
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Progress in British Guiana
------------------- 9-------------------

Governor’s Address to Legislative Council

IN his address to the Legislative Council on October 
19th, Sir Charles Woolley, Governor of British Guiana, 
announced that no fewei than 72 Ordinances had 

been placed on the Statute Book during the previous 
session.

Many of these were of major importance as giving 
effect to the declared policy of the Government and the 
Legislature to develop to the utmost all the colony’s 
resources, to increase production in existing industries 
and to stimulate the establishment of new industries 
and industrialisation generally wherever this is prac­
ticable. Such, in his opinion, were the only means of 
making any deep and lasting impression on the varied 
<nd perplexing problems with which the colony was 
faced ; the cost of living, the need for improved standards 
of living, the menace of unemployment, and the need 
for yet greater expansion of the educational, medical 
and social services.

Progress had been made in many directions.. In 
Georgetown the new Technical Institute, providing 
technical training for 560 day students and 900 evening 
class students, had been completed and declared open. 
The new Potable Water Supply Scheme, providing for 
the inhabitants of the city between 4,000,000 and 
5,000,000 gallons of pure water per day, had been put 
into operation. During the session the new Queen s 
College for secondary education of some 500 boys was 
completed. The Ruimveldt Stone Crushing P an , 
capable of crushing 100 tons of stone per day for road 
construction, had been completed and was in tull 
operation, and the new Government Processing Factory 
was virtually complete and equipped to dry for storage 
the existing colony production of com, to process up 
to 5 tons of cassava per day, and to mix 2,000 tons of 
livestock feed per annum. Provision had also been 
made at the factory for experimental canning and tne 
preserving of other agricultural produce.

New Buildings in Georgetown
Rebuilding of that part of Georgetown which was 

completely burnt out by the disastrous fire m „ 
completed with the exception of the new Post Office, 
which should be opened by June, 1952, and one or two 
smaller projects. A Town Planning Scheme had been 
evolved for the remainder of Georgetown and its 
environs. The new Rice Marketing Board Pre™ses 
designed to handle the entire rice production the 
colony, was nearing completion and a programme o 
extensive improvements to the Public General Hospita 
in Georgetown was well under way. The new Central 
Fir? Brigade building had been completed.

In theF rural areas an additional 100-bed ward for 
tuberculosis patients and quarters for were
under construction on the other slde,°L^eeEaEed 
river. 10 new community centres had been establishe 
and 17 more artesian wells proj1^- A stru^ 
1950 over 2,300 new houses had been bu 
tural improvements had been made tc. more than 1S™ 
houses to the rural areas apart from the sugar estates. 

On the sugar estates nearly 1,000 building plots had been 
leased and some 500 houses built upon them with assist­
ance from the Labour Welfare Fund. Substantial 
progress had also been made with the rehabilitation of 
the sugar factories, for which purpose claims amounting 
to nearly $6,000,000 had been admitted against the 
Rehabilitation Fund and nearly $3,000,000 already 
paid out.

Nineteen new primary schools had been erected 
during the session, and 7 reconditioned. Additional 
accommodation had now been provided under the 
Ten-Year Development Plan for 10,000 school children. 
Out of $2,500,000 provided under that plan for educa­
tional, medical and other social services, $2,250,000 had 
now been spent.

A road and a railway 4f miles in length, to the 
Mahaicony-Abary Rice Mill, had been completed. 
Gratifying progress had been made with the construc­
tion of the long contemplated Corentyne road. The 
whole road, 50 miles in length, should be completed, 
within the estimated cost, in 1953. The internal 
drainage and irrigation works for Block III in the 
Corentyne area—on which 8,000 acres of rice were being 
grown—were nearing completion.

Sugar and Rice
There had been strides forward in most of the major 

industries, but some of them, in particular sugar and 
coconuts, had not advanced at the rate that had been 
hoped and planned for.

Sugar production in 1951 had lagged behind that for 
1950. While this was to some extent attributable to 
unfavourable weather, there could be little doubt that 
but for labour disputes and strikes the output for both 
years would probably have exceeded 200,000 tons It 
was high time that an end was put to the contending 
influences which were dividing and not uniting the sugar 

W In the case of rice the position was happier. Both 
this year and last the colony had been able to fulfil at 
100 ner cent the contracts with Eastern Caribbean 
teiritories and in addition send substantial quantities 
+n Tamaica. 1951 production was conservatively 
estimated at 60,000 tons, and if the plans for water 
control and the establishment of a Rice Development 
_ Fp brought to fruition, Sir Charles
Company tons to be feasible
beheved a target figure for

the rice industry had greatly improved as a result of 
tne rice muu y b nvde Arbitration Board which 
woul^mean an additional income to the colony from 
would mean an annum as from
its nee exports of over p

despite improved pnees, the area uno

Sf ... fh.
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was vitally important to both people and livestock.
The banana cultivation experiments under the joint 

auspices of the Government, Booker Bros, and the 
Jamaica Banana Producers’ Association had given 
results which warranted their continuation on a larger 
scale. The same was the case with the jute experiments.

British Guiana Timbers Ltd. were well committed 
to the Colonial Development Corporation’s $10,000,000 
forestry project. This was a long-term project, but 
meanwhile plans were well advanced for systematic large- 
scale extraction in the area of 500 square miles leased 
to the company in the Bartica Triangle.

The Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd., were extending the 
scope of their operations, at a capital cost of at least 
$7,000,000, by the production of calcined ore to manu­
facture refractories for bricks and allied products. The 
company had also installed another drying kiln to 
produce an additional 400,000 tons per annum of dried 
bauxite, which had necessitated a tremendous expansion 
in overburden removal and equipment. Employment 
had been given to over 600 additional men. The 
Bauxite Company at Kwakwani in Berbice was also 
extending its operations, and was expected to produce 
250,000 tons of bauxite next year—double the present 
output. During this year the Colonial Development 
Corporation in British Guiana had invested a further 
$2,600,000 (in addition to the $960,000 invested in 
1948) in the British Guiana Consolidated Goldfields Co., 
who were extending their operations to the Tumatumari 
and Konawaruk areas. New diamond mining activities 
had been begun in the Mazaruni area by Kurupung 
Placers, Ltd., who had provisionally been granted 
Marshall Aid of some U.S. $133,000 for the purpose. 
An entirely new industry, the mining of columbite and 
tantalite, was about to open up in the same area. The 
company concerned, Willems Industries Inc., a United 
States organization registered in British Guiana and 
assisted with E.C.A. funds, had already taken steps 
for the import of the necessary machinery and equip­
ment. A local company, the Morabisi Mining Co., was 
also prospecting for those minerals in Mazaruni, and 
other parties were prospecting for manganese in the 
Arakaka area. All these developments had undoubtedly 
been encouraged by the passing of the Industry Aid 
legislation.

Air Communications
There had been a steady improvement of air com­

munications with the interior, where there were 32 
aircraft landing strips and connecting trails of approxi­
mately 340 miles. During the year ended September 
30th, 1951, British Guiana Airways, now self-supporting, 
earned 10,020 passengers and nearly 5,000,000 lb. of 
freight as compared with 6,738 passengers and just over 
2,500,000 lb. of freight in the preceding year. 9,000 
square miles of territory were surveyed by air.

The forecast for the current financial year would almost 
certainly be achieved, owing to continued buoyancy of 
customs and excise revenues. Importations of con­
sumer goods, despite higher prices, showed increases 
both last year and this. In Georgetown there was now 
one bicycle to every three persons, and one radio set 
to every fifteen persons. Savings had also been main­
tained, the total savings amounting to over $14,000,000 
belonging to no fewer than 90,000 depositors. Local 

consumption of rum in 1950 amounted to 367,000 proof 
gallons—treble the pre-war consumption. Despite the 
imposition in January of an increase of $1.00 per gallon, 
consumption in the first half of 1951 was more than 
170,000 proof gallons, yielding $1,250,000 in excise duty. 
Cinemas had doubled in number since the war, and 
there was now seating capacity to enable everyone in 
the colony to see the pictures at least once a week. 
Entertainment tax was likely to yield $90,000.

The cost-of-living index had risen from 228 in 
December, 1950, to 252. The increased cost of imported 
commodities was responsible for 9 points of this rise, 
and the increased price of locally produced commodities 
was responsible for 14 points. The Company Tax, at 
45 cents of every dollar profit, was as high as in any 
country in the Commonwealth, and a great deal higher 
than most. Lasting relief from the problem could only 
come from increased production in the mining, forest, 
agricultural and processing industries to augment the 
national income. The steady rise in the cost of living 
had been felt more acutely because increased prices 
for the colony’s exportable products had lagged a good 
deal behind those of imported commodities.

Drainage and Irrigation
Both short-term and long-term plans to increase pro­

duction would be pressed on with as rapidly as possible. 
Credit from government funds to farmers now stood at 
a sum of $1,000,000, apart from assistance in many 
other directions. The Government Marketing Organiza­
tion, now handling produce to the value of $1,500,000 
per annum, was to be overhauled and strengthened. 
Some 25,000 acres of Crown Lands had been leased at 
nominal rents and brought into cultivation during the 
past two or three years. Recent legislation would, it 
was hoped, make further lands available in the riverain 
areas for both agricultural and livestock farming. The 
United Kingdom government had agreed in principle 
to a supplementary Colonial Development and Welfare 
allocation to British Guiana of approximately £1,000,000 
to enable a start to be made with long-term drainage and 
irrigation measures and to carry out Evans Com­
mission proposals deemed deserving of equal priority. 
That government had also undertaken to do their 
utmost to facilitate the raising of a drainage and 
irrigation loan of up to £2,500,000 on the London 
market. The first water control scheme to be taken 
up, it was suggested, should be the Demerara-Essequibo 
(now to be called the Boerasirie) scheme. This, com­
manding a total area of over 130,000 acres, would bring 
about 50,000 acres of new land under cultivation, 
provide water for all existing cultivation in the area 
and, it was hoped, solve the Canals Polder problem.

Which of the other schemes in the over-all plan 
should also be embarked upon must depend in some 
measure on the response of the Colonial Development 
Corporation to an invitation to participate with the 
local government in the establishment of a rice develop- 

comPany- The rice industry would require some 
$10 000,000 to $15,000,000 of additional capital, a large 
part of which was needed urgently for new rice mills 
and to assist rehabilitation of some existing mills A 
provisional promise of U.S. $625,000 from Marshall Aid 
tor nee development in British Guiana was bound up 
with proposals for the Corporation’s participation.



December, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 281

Trinidad Petroleum and Asphalt

Operations

THE administration report of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Petroleum Technologist for the year 1950 
discloses that the expenditure on deep drilling 

during that period (almost $8,000,000) was more than 
double the average annual amount similarly spent m 
the preceding five years.

While the necessity of establishing a satisfactory 
reserve of crude oil had maintained exploration at a 
high level since the war, the incentive behind this 
greatlv increased effort had been the prospect of an 
increasing demand for several years A rise of 43 per 
cent in the sterling value of oil sales had partly financed 
this increased effort, despite which, the
Technologist notes, the industry was only just able to 
maintain production at the level of the previous year, 

namely 20,600,000 barrels. ,
The“ over-all effect of maintaining production at the 

existing level and of increasing exploration m face of 
the inflationary trend which had been in evidence 
since the war in both sterling anfd British
been to reduce the cash resources of the eight Hntisn 
owned oil companies operating in Trmidad by abo t 
«36 500 000 in three years, m spite of restriction or 
dividends and some additions to working .^pita . 
Revenue at the existing level could only be mamtamed

Cn lb onX posent rate of expenditure on explora- 

“one hundred and forty-nine wells were commenced, 

and tæ completed ^ drilled was
S^mpar^ 630,209 in Two wells

passed the Previous year s depth Diablo .
Leaseholds, Ltd., drilled to , Ltd., drilled to
Trinidad Petroleum ^Î°?^M welfe’were abandoned 
13,471 ft. at Coora WhilesMght d d favourably

LX <“
at 28.7 barrels per foot. od for year was

The total productio f 56 527 barrels per
20,632,421 barrels an averag th 1949
day—an increase ot O.o/o p ion r producing 
figure. The average TTav in 1949 to 25.7 barrels
well fell from 27.0 barrels P T of total production 
per day in 1950. The; p g 2 g cent agamst 
produced by natural fl^ ^P slight increase 

in the^ercentage of salt water in the total flui 

^Rve^eS^

three of which were for sm^ Refinery
additions were made t th barreis as compared 
input amounted to

in 1950
with 29,617,000 barrels in 1949. Of this total 8,849,096 
barrels were processed by United British Oilfields of 
Trinidad, Ltd., at Point Fortin and 20,958,096 barrels 
bv Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., at Pointe-a-Pierre. The 
report notes as a matter of interest the importation 
during the year by Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. of 10 
different types of crude oil, importation of these foreign 
crudes having become essential to enable production 
of the large range of products required to precise 
specification. During the month of 
refinery input reached the record figure of 2,000 000 
barrels while the loading jetty handled over half a 
million tons in and out. Two plants for the recovery 
of natural gasoline were in operation duringth®

The total main storage capacity for crude oil and 
refined products at December 31st, 1950, had increased 

to 9,550,131 barrels.

Contributions to Revenue
Direct contributions made by jnd^y to the 

revenue of the colony amounted to $16,875,640 a 
decrease of $2,439,592 on the previous year.but stdl 
ovS 30 per cent of the colony’s revenue. Other local 
disbursements amounted to ^,367 253 an mcrease 
of «4 380,154 over the figure for 1949. Ibis mcrease 
?13 3 per cent) was due partly to an increase of 2.10 
ner cent in the average daily number of registered 
employees and partly to additions to wage rates and 

“Igo^ -d its products showed a
decrease in quantity but an mcrease in value, the figures

being as follows
1949 29,379,945 barrels valued at.

Petroleum bitumen ...

Total

1950 28,756,907 barrels valued at.
Petroleum bitumen ...

Total

S 
97,328,440 

1,837,816

99,166,256

126,309,236 
2,873,982

129,183,218

for 78.7 per — — -as is shown in the following table

petroleum and asphalt and theii pro 

ducts* ...
Sugar, molasses and rum
Cocoa ••• .
Fruits and fruit juices ... —
Coco-nuts, copra and coco-nut od

Bitters ... ••• •"
Other exports not enumerated...

Total...

Value 
8

131,851,902 
20,085,013 
8,360,678 
2,819,316

334,562
619,962
860,226 

2,630,838

167,562,497

Percentage 
of total

78.69
11.99
4.99
1.68
0.20
0.37
0.51
1.57

100.00

of• products obtained from 
about 38 per cent of the♦Note —This includes the valTe vout 38 per cent ui uw 

ÎXÎ" are wholly for those

local origin-
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Production of asphalt during the year was 132,846 
tons, against 145,160 tons in 1949 and 128,993 tons in 
1948. Exports consisted of 46,659 tons of dried 
asphalt and 23,433 tons of asphalt cement. The 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company were granted a new 
lease of the Pitch Lake for a period of 30 years commen­
cing February 1st, 1956. The terms of the new lease 
were similar to those of the existing lease. Royalty 
and duty were unchanged, the particulars being : 
royalty 60 cents and export duty $1.20 on each ton of 
crude pitch exported ; royalty per ton of asphalt 
content of pitch products exported 84 cents and export 
duty $1.66.

The oil produced, refined and exported since 1939 is 
shown in the following table :—

Production 
Barrels

Quantity of 
crude oil 
refined 
Barrels

Quantity of 
crude oil and 

refined oil 
exported 
Barrels

1939 ... ............... 19,742,000 19,415,000 17,600,000
1940 ... ............... 22,227,000 22,060,000 20,173,000
1941 ............... 20,506,000 20,812,000 15,851,000
1942 ... ............... 22,069,000 21,914,000 19,063,000
1943 ... ............... 21,385,000 21,086,000 15,860,000
1944 ... ............... 21,635,000 22,498,000 19,754,000
1945 ............... 21,093,000 23,170,000 20,651,000
1946 ... ............... 20,233,000 22,713,000 20,432,000
1947 ............... 20,520,000 25,281,000 22,926,000
1948 ............... 20,110,000 27,074,000 26,168,0001949 ............... 20,617,000 29,617,000 29,458,000
1950 ............... 20,632,000 29,813,000 28,757,000

Caribbean Communications
A Carribean Commission Press release dated November 

2nd announces that the Commission strongly re­
iterated its position in regard to sea and air travel at 
its thirteenth meeting at Christiansed. St. Croix, when 
it urged removal of restrictions affecting sea and air 
transport within, to and from the Caribbean area.

The resolution, introduced by the Netherlands 
section, was in line with a previous decision of the 
Commission, which at its seventh meeting in Guadeloupe 
m 1948 had endorsed a recommendation of the West 
Indian Conference (third session) on the matter. The 
pi esent resolution was also in keeping with a joint 
statement issued on March 6th, 1950, by the four 
national governments comprising the Commission.

The resolution, as now adopted, reads :—
‘‘Recalling Recommendation 59 of the West Indian 

Conference (Third Session) urging the removal of all 
forms of discriminatory action and unnecessary restric­
tions affecting sea and air transport within, to and 
from the Caribbean area, which recommendation was 
accepted without reservation by the Commission at its 
Seventh Meeting and thus became a principle of the 
Commission ;

“ Recalling the Four Power Statement of March 6th, 
1950, and in particular paragraph 8 of this Declaration 
m which the principle of removal of all forms of discrimin­
ation was reaffirmed ;

Taking note of the fact that this principle has not 
been implemented to the full extent ;

“ The Caribbean Commission brings to the attention 
o the Governments concerned that the full implementa­
tion of this principle will substantially contribute to the 
development of the Caribbean area.’’

Trinidad Carnival
Calypso and Steel Bands

A major attraction for visitors to Trinidad from many 
parts of the world is the Carnival which is celebrated 

during the weeks preceding Lent and culminates in 
two full, hectic days on the Monday and Tuesday 
preceding Ash Wednesday.

Nobody knows when the Carnival first started. It 
is known that when the British took over the colony 
from the Spaniards in 1797 it was agreed in the articles 
of capitulation that the people would be free to pursue 
their Spanish customs and this included not only the 
Spanish laws and language but the Carnival as well. 
But before being Spanish or British the island was 
French, and the French language and customs persisted 
alongside the others. There is much that is French in 
the Trinidad Carnival. As the barriers of religion, 
language, custom and nature between the Africans 
and Indians, and between them and the Europeans, 
became sufficiently broken down to enable their participa­
tion in the Carnival, the celebrations gradually took 
on their present character, with its expressive mixture 
of all the cultures of the several races which have merged 
into one people.

From these celebrations have emerged two forms of 
musical expression peculiar to the island, but now 
widely known and appreciated—the calypso and the 
steel band.

The gay minstrel music of the calypso, and the 
satirical fun of its topical illusions, have recorded, as 
no other language could, the national fusion and social 
evolution ot Trinidad throughout the years. The 
calypso is the inimitable folk song of the land. Like 
Topsy, it seems to have “ just growed,” and no definite 
date can be set to its beginnings.

The steel band originated during the war years, 
when musical instruments were impossible to obtain,* 
and certain folk conceived the idea of beating out 
rhythms on metal containers and pieces of derelict 
machinery. Carnival was prohibited during those 
years, but V.E. Day and V.J. Day provided opportunity 
for the steel bands to go to town ” and obtain recogni­
tion as a social manifestation. The local government 
appointed a Steel Band Committee to organize the 
movement, methods of tuning the instruments were 
devised, hai monies and melodies were evolved, and soon 
radio broadcasts were being given. These gradually 
popularized the bands, which have vastly improved 
since the early crude beginnings and have now become 
a feature of the Carnival.

During the past summer a Trinidad All Steel Per­
cussion Orchestra, formed of musicians drawn from the 
best players among Trinidad’s 70-odd steel bands, 
toured the United Kingdom* and played at the Festival 
£1™^% Yhlk these Percussi°n bands have also 
become well known on the American continent

Ihe steel band gives to Trinidad folk-music an 
wdSced*^ n° f°rm °f orchestra yet 
produced, and m its natural setting amid the revelry

CalypSO’the national character- 
creation o^1 T? T? WhlCh have into the 
creation of all that is truly regarded as Trinidadian.

♦See Circular? August, 1951,pagel93. ’



December, 1951 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR 283

Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
------- I-------

Report for 1949-50

THE latest report of the Imperial College of Agricul­
ture covers the period of twenty-one months from 
January 1st, 1949, to September 30th, 1950. The 

previous report* covered the calendar year 1948. 
Subsequent reports are to be issued in respect of the 
academic year (October 1st to September 30th).

During the period the Governing Body suffered the 
loss by death of the chairman, Sir Frank Stockdale, 
of Sir Norman Lamont, Bt., of Mr. J. Gordon Miller, 
and of Professor G. W. Robinson. Sir Raymond 
Priestley succeeded Sir Frank Stockdale as chairman.

Sir Frank Engledow retired, and was succeeded as 
Cambridge University representative by Mr. F. Hanley. 
Professor V. H. Blackman, representative of the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, also retired and was 
succeeded by Professor W. Brown.

Mr. A. E. V. Barton was nominated by the govern­
ment of Trinidad and Tobago in place of Mr. R. Gavin ; 
Sir John Saint by the government of Barbados in place 
of Mr. G. D. L. Pile ; and Mr. Alexander Moody Stuart 
by the government of the Leeward Islands in place of 
Mr. B. B. Davis.

Another retirement was that of Sir John Shuckburgh, 
while Mr. J. R. Mackie, for many years Director of 
Agriculture in Nigeria, was co-opted a member of the 
Governing Body. .

Members who were able to visit the college during the 
period under review included the chairman, Sir Raymond 
Priestley; the vice-chairman, Mr. J. M. Campbell; Sir 
Geoffrey Clay; Dr. Herklots; Mr. Hood; Mr.Cecil 
Murray ; Mr. G. A. Ross and Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart.

The Governing Body were in negotiation with the 
Colonial Office and the Treasury with the object of 
securing for the college a guaranteed income of at least 
£115,000 per annum, as against £85,000 which was the 
guaranteed annual income for the quinquennium 
1946-51. Rising prices, increased staff, and higher 
scales of salaries and wage rates necessitate an aug­
mented guaranteed income if the college is to iulhl 
its important functions properly. .

The report notes that the new laboratories which 
were officially opened during the Charter Silver Jubilee 
celebrations! in March, 1951, have been named as 
follows : the Biological Laboratories after Sir 1 ranK 
Stockdale and the Sugar Research Laboratories after 

Sir Francis Watts. ,,
The Principal’s report announces the bequest to the 

college by Sir Norman Lamont of a magnificent collection 
of tropical butterflies and moths.

'the administrative changes at the
shadowed in the 1948 report, came fully into operatmn 
in 1949. A further administrative reorganization in the 
same year was to change the name of the Mycology 
Department to the Plant Pathology ep
place it under the administrative direction of the 
Professor of Botany with the Senior Lecturer 
Pathology in executive charge.____

«See Circular^-October, 1949, pages 233-235.
fSee Circular, April, 1951, pages 75-78.

In connexion with the proposals for the temporary 
admission to the diploma course of additional students 
from colonies outside the British Caribbean, and for the 
ultimate substitution for the diploma course of a course 
for a University of London degree in tropical agriculture, 
in conjunction with the University College of the West 
Indies, the principal visited University Colleges, schools 
of agriculture, and agricultural research stations in East 
and West Africa, the Sudan, Uganda, Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar, to acquaint himself with the instructional 
facilities available in, and the special requirements of, 
those territories.

The appointment of an assistant Bursar early in 
1949 made it possible to bring all accounts completely 
up to date. Regular forecasts of quarterly expenditure 
on the various research and Colonial Development and 
Welfare schemes were submitted to the Colonial Office, 
thus ensuring advances adequate to meet expenditure 
on such schemes. The fact that the college is not 
permitted to carry forward a balance of more than 
£12,750, while the time of payment of contributions by 
colonial governments is not under college control, 
occasioned some anxiety. The balance carried forward 
at August 31st, 1949, was £12,065; that at August 31st, 
1950, was £7,448. Considerable increases in staff salaries 
and wages clouded the future financial outlook.

There were a number of staff changes. The appoint­
ment of an Assistant Bursar, Mr. I. Shields, has been 
mentioned above. The Professor of Agriculture, Mr. 
A de K. Frampton, left in November, 1949, to become 
Agricultural Adviser to the Comptroller for Develop­
ment and Welfare in the West Indies, and Mr. C. W. 
Lynn became acting Professor. Mr. L. J. C. Evans 
Senior Lecturer in Crop Husbandry, joined the Colonial 
Development Corporation and was succeeded m August, 
1950, by Mr. J. E. Mayne. Difficulty was experienced in 
filling the vacant post of Farm Manager, and Mr. J. S. 
Campbell, who had joined the staff during the period 
under review as Lecturer in Horticulture, took temporary 
charge of the farm. Mr. K. D. Guyadeen was appointed 
a lecturer in Agriculture, and Mr. V. C. R. Henry to the 
post of Executive Officer for the Peasant Investigations 
Tn Anril 1949 Mr. R. E. D. Baker, formerly Professor of MyX'y succeeded Professor K. S. Dodds as Professor 
TfWanv Mr P. B. Hutchinson was appointed 
Lecturer ¿Botany. Under the Cocoa Research Scheme 
Lecture y appointment of Senior Plant

the Banana Researc Senior Cytogeneticist on

Cytogeneticist “.a> Officer In

^/partment* of Soil Science and Chemistry
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Dr. G. ap Griffith succeeded, as Reader, Dr. H. Lees, who 
resigned in August, 1949. Two vacancies in the staff 
working under the Cocoa Research Scheme were caused 
by the resignations of Dr. J. W. Porteous, Junior Soil 
Chemist, and Dr. F. Haworth, Biochemist. Professor 
Hardy carried out a “ recruiting drive ” in the United 
Kingdom in 1950 and succeeded in filling 8 out of 10 
vacancies in his department. The appointments were 
as follows : under the Cocoa Research Scheme Dr. 
T. E. Wasowicz as Senior Soil Scientist, Mr. G. Havord 
as Junior Soil Scientist, and Mr. K. W. de Witt as Bio­
chemist ; under the Soils Research Scheme Messrs. 
E. L. Birse, T. F. Finch and J. P. Watson as Soil 
Surveyors, Mr. G. W. R. Smith as Soil Physicist, and 
Mr. J. Spector as Spectrophotographer.

Mr. W. T. Dale took over executive charge of the 
Department of Plant Pathology, in which Mr. P. 
Holliday took up duty as Plant Pathologist under 
the Cocoa Research Scheme on November 1st, 1949.

Dr. L. F. Wiggins, Director of Sugar Research under 
the Sugar Research Scheme, and his staff, continued 
to work at Birmingham University during 1949 and the 
first half of 1950, while Mr. R. D. E. Yearwood, Sugar 
Technologist, remained in charge of the Department of 
Sugar Technology at the College. Appointments to the 
staff of the Sugar Research Scheme were: Mr. A. 
Thomson, Chemical Engineer; Mr. J. H. Williams, 
Senior Organic Chemist; Mr. J. Drake, Junior Physical 
Chemist, Mr. J. Winstanley, Senior Organic Chemist ; 
and Dr. B. K. Davison and Mr. D. S. Chadwick, Junior 
Organic Chemists.

Miss M. E. Heron, Librarian, left in August, 1949, 
and was succeeded in September, 1949, by Miss M. E. 
Price.

At the end of the period under review the senior 
staff numbered 56 out of a total establishment (includ­
ing Research Schemes) of 65 ; junior staff numbeied 
72 ; messengers, laboratory attendants and assistants, 
and hostel staff, 45 ; and daily paid employees 379, 
making a total of 552.

Important conferences and discussions were held 
during the period with a view to working out schemes 
for the co-operation of the College and the University 
College of the West Indies in the holding of an agricul­
tural degree course. Agreement was reached in prin­
ciple, but a syllabus remained to be worked out. A 
Syllabus Committee and a Board of Studies were set up 
during the period under review, both of which have been 
of much value in integrating teaching arrangements 
at the College and maintaining them at a high pitch of 
efficiency.

Forty-two diplomas (22 D.T.A. (Trin.) and 20 
D.I.C.T.A.) and three associateships (A.I.C.T.A.) were 
awarded, and the student body for 1949-50 numbered 
56. In 1948-49 there were 12 Colonial Agricultural 
Probationers in training, and in 1949-50 only 7.

B.W.I. Research Schemes
The objects of these schemes were described in the 

previous report.* All got off to rather a slow start on 
account of staffing difficulties and building delays, but by 
the end of the period under review were making progress.

The Banana Research Scheme. With the appointment 
of the Junior Cytogeneticist the Banana Research

♦See Circular, October, 1949, pages 233 and 234~

Scheme had its full complement of staff. The Banana 
Research Advisory Committee held two meetings in 
Jamaica, one in 1949 and one in 1950. The new 
laboratories, offices and staff buildings at the banana 
breeding station at Bodies, Jamaica, were completed and 
taken into use in January and February, 1950.

Work on the breeding of male parents carrying the 
factors for immunity to Panama disease reached the 
stage at which much further progress cannot be made 
until the projected expedition to South-east Asia, held 
up by the unsettled conditions in that area, can be 
carried out. Breeding work, and the testing of resultant 
families for resistance to Panama disease and leaf spot, 
and for other necessary attributes including ripening and 
storage behaviour under refrigerated conditions, pro­
gressed actively. Investigations were also made on 
conditions affecting the fertility of Gros Michel crosses, 
the percentage germination of Musa seeds, and the 
relative vigour of triploids and tetrapioids. Study 
of the Panama disease organism, and of antibiotics 
thereto, was in progress at the Colonial Microbiological 
Research Institute in Trinidad.

Cocoa Research Scheme. Nine of a total senior staff 
of eleven had been appointed by September 30th, 1950. 
The British West Indies Cocoa Research Advisory 
Committee held a meeting in February, 1950. The 
programme of work under the scheme was divided 
into five sections, each of which was allocated to a 
separate panel of the committee.

Section 1 covers selection, breeding and propagation. 
Work proceeded actively on the testing of I.C.S. clones, 
the establishment of a collection of cocoa types, of 
Theobroma species and allied genera, and on genetical 
investigations and breeding of improved strains, 
including cocoas resistant to witches’ broom disease. 
Critical investigations of the factors concerned in the 
looting of cuttings were in progress, and methods of 
retaining the viability of cocoa seeds for periods up to 
three months or more were worked out.

Section 2 covers soils and nutritional factors. In 
this connexion investigations were in progress on the 
renovation of worn-out old cocoa lands on marginal 
soil types and on the biochemistry of cocoa soils with 
special reference to the upper crumb layer.

Section 3 covers other environmental factors. Experi­
ments were in progress on the effects of shade, plant 
density and climatic factors, and their interactions 
among themselves and with soil and nutritional factors. 
Studies of cocoa root systems were commenced.

Section 4 covers pests and diseases. Work in this 
section was devoted chiefly to the Trinidad cocoa virus 
and to witches’ broom disease.

Section 5 covers the preparation and quality of cocoa. 
The fermentation process, the composition of the cocoa 
bean, and the roles of nitrate and ammonium ions in 
the nutrition of cocoa were under investigation. A 
survey of fermentation methods in commercial use was 
made.
T Estate’ now the cocoa experiment station of 
I.C.T.A. was rehabilitated, and field experiments 
relating to the investigational work referred to above 
were established.

Sc^eme- Work under this scheme was 
seriously held up for lack of staff, only two junior soil 

(Continued on page 288)
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Tourism in Trinidad and Tobago
Tourist Board Report for 1950

T^he annual report of the Trinidad and Tobago Tourist
Board for the year 1950 records the arrival in the 

colony during that period of 92,198 visitors compared 
with 82,050 visitors in 1949.

These totals are made up as follows, figures for 1949 
being given in parentheses : stop-over visitors, 16,173 
(12,096) ; stop-over business visitors, 2,306 (2,242) ; in 
transit visitors, who left by another ship or airplane, 
14,209 (16,744) ; temporary halt visitors, who continued 
their journey in the same ship, 31,697 (28,107) ; tem­
porary halt visitors who continued their journey in the 
same airplane, 27,813 (22,861). Those in the last 
category being regarded as a tourist trade potential 
rather than as actual tourists, the number of tourists 
visiting the colony in 1950 is claimed to be 64,385, 
compared with 59,189 in 1949.

The review of the work of the Board reflects an 
increase of activity in every department. Advertising and 
publicity was intensified in the United States and 
Canada. With the co-operation of the West India 
Committee, the Board drew up an advertising schedule 
for the United Kingdom in readiness for an improvement 
in the shipping situation. Plans were made for pub­
licity work in Venezuela. The demand for promotion 
literature exceeded that in any previous year. One 
hundred new photographs were procured, depicting the 
colony’s attractions, agriculture, industry and people, 
and another hundred, some of which were m colour, 
giving a photographic coverage of the Carnival

There was an unprecedented pressure of work at the 
Information Centres. At King’s Wharf 38,336 visitors 
were catered for and the bureau de change netted 
approximately 114,000 United States dollars. Jhe 
pavilion in the Botanic Gardens was visited by approxi­
mately 13,800 persons. At Piarco Airport the bureau 
was visited by some 19,600 persons, there were good 
sales of locally manufactured souvenirs and a harg 
Quantity of promotion literature was distributed to 
^ transit passengers. The services of the bureau m 
Tobago were utilized by about 3,000 visitors.

Plans for a $60,000 project for
Maracas Bay were submitted to the Jrinrdad and 
Tobago government, who were ako asked to me 
S “ -d be4ch development
Th^erection of the Bel Air hotel at Piarco Airport and 
the Blue Haven hotel in Tobago provided an excellen 
boost to this neglected and vital department of the 

tourist industry. . f fi r pian
Appended to the report is the text of a nve yea p 

for tourism, prepared at the resuesof ^¿^0  ̂
ment, which was discussed with the acu g 
in February, 1950, by a de egation of the Board^ 
delegation was assured that altnoug g urgent, 
regarded other schemes of expenditu 
they were favourably disposed to give’ as^ance for h 
development of hotels in the colony a“d the a.ctmg 
Governor agreed to appoint a committ . u Q hotel 
report on Crown lands which would be s“ 
sites. The Board reports, however, that no comm 
has yet been appointed.

Dr. Joad on Hot Rum
“The English have known about thermos flasks 

for years, but never—at least to my knowledge—has it 
occurred to them to use them for any purpose save the 
containing of hot milk, tea or coffee. I consider one 
of the most outstanding tokens of our culinary degener­
acy to be the almost total disappearance of hot concoc­
tions from the average repertory of English drinking. 
Up to and including the time of Dickens, English 
literature is full of accounts of toddies, neguses and 
punches, but if you ask for a hot drink in an English 
pub to-day, even if it be only the hotting up of rum and 
whisky, they stare at you with consternation. . . .

“ The hot drink which I favour has a basis of rum and 
milk (which belong to that heaven-sent category of 
combinations, of which ham and eggs, lamb and mint 
sauce, duck and green peas, claret and cold pheasant, 
oysters and champagne are prominent examples), 
sweetened with honey. In order to avoid clotting, the 
honey must first be melted on the fire in one of those 
little coffee pots that one buys in Soho and then poured 
in liquid form into the rum and milk. Lemon may be 
added and a sprinkling of nutmeg, but not much. The 
difficulty of this drink is so to prepare it that the milk 
does not curdle ; the drawback, the absurd expensive­
ness of that best Empire product—rum. Take this 
drink hot with you in a thermos, and on a cold winter s 
day you will have a wonderful pleasure from your 
lunch in the wood.” .

C. E. M. Joad, The Pleasure of Being Oneself, 19ol.

On Enjoying Cigars
T ambert & Butler of Drury Lane have issued a hand- 
Lsme brochure, with the above title, m which the 
art of choosing, keeping and smoking cigars is described 
in the form of a letter as it might have been written 
to-day by the fourth Earl of Chesterfield to his son

This manner of presentation is admirably adapted to 
the subject, for intellectual enjoyment is the distinctive 
feature which makes the smoking of a good cigar the 
most delectable of all forms of indulgence in to^cco 
A cigarette may exhilarate, a pipe soothe, but it is t e 

C^rhcVdisclmmg cigar smoker knows himself to bc a 
man of taste discrimination and refinement. Lor him 

i s will do but the best—not the best in someone 

the very first page of |he said that the
S' 1S £ SS 

and how to smoke it. history of Lambert &
Butle?s,'and^another^n^the history of the Jamaica 

fi^a&go^^^^^ ^7- e^ “
titfilates theSpalate to an unbearable deg .
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British Honduras Celebration

Archbishop’s Centenary Dinner
Tn 1851, Aiderman William Hunter, the great grand- 
A father of the Most Reverend E. A. Dunn, retired 
Bishop of British Honduras and Archbishop of the 
West Indies, became Lord Mayor of London, and to 
celebrate the centenary of this event the Archbishop 
gave a formal dinner at Bergerville, Placencia, British 
Honduras, on November 10th.

The function was attended by the Governor and Lady 
Garvey, the President of the Belize City Council and 
Mrs. Wolffsohn, the District Commissioners of Belize 
and Stann Creek, and others, who travelled to Placencia 
in the Governor’s yacht The Lady Patricia and the 
customs launch Partridge, where they were greeted on 
landing by the Archbishop and his secretary, the Head­
master and school children of St. John’s Mission, the 
rural nurse and others.

Captain M. S. Metzgen, who has provided the Circular 
with an account of the occasion, describes the sub­
sequent proceedings as follows :—

A sumptuous dinner was served. After Grace had 
been said by the Vicar-General of the Diocese of British 
Honduras, Dean Philip Cecil, the song “ Drink to me 
only with thine eyes ” was sung as a quartette by 
young ladies of the village choir. The traditional 
turtle soup was on the menu, but the turtle used was 
not so fortunate as those sent to London, as to be 
sustained with bottles of champagne ! Major Herbert, 
the private secretary to the Governor, was Master of 
Ceremonies and “ Prayed Silence ” for all the toasts 
and speeches.

After the toast of the King, the party went out on 
the verandah and were greeted by the villagers who had 
been invited by His Grace to come and hear the speeches 
and to join in the revelry of song and dancing afterwards. 
Twelve young ladies attractively dressed in fancy dress 
then came up the garden path and danced several 
country dances in the gaps between the speeches.

Mr. Arthur Wolffsohn, President of the City Council, 
then proposed the toast to the Governor, emphasizing 
the special problems that had arisen in this difficult 
period, and how well they had been dealt with. Sir 
Ronald gracefully replied to the tribute paid to him by 
one who was a distinguished son of the soil and a former 
secretary for the colony.

The Governor then proposed the toast to the Arch­
bishop, showing how much his family was linked with 
the City of London—all being Freemen of that “ un­
conquerable City ” and his father and brothers having 
been on the livery of the Grocers’ Company—incidentally 
mentioning the interest the company had taken in the 
colony of British Honduras and in the Archbishop’s 
work for the church. He concluded “ His Grace’s 
good works still live with him and I shall not, therefore, 
refer to them to-night, except to express on behalf 
of all those people whom he has served both in his 
capacity as Bishop and Archbishop their grateful 
thanks for his ministration and their blessings. for his 
future happiness.”

The Archbishop made a suitable reply closing as 
follows : “ Here we are a happy group of friends drawn 

together by a little piece of history and making history 
in Placencia with the background of church and state.”

Before he sat down he handed the Governor a locally 
made souvenir depicting the octagonal church and school 
and the coco-nut trees and the dogs and even the little 
boy striking out the hours on a big iron wheel to help 
the village to live its life with a semblance of punctuality.

The other toasts were to the church of the Diocese, 
responded to by the Dean of Belize and to the village of 
Placencia, gracefully acknowledged by the president 
of the Village Council.

Before the guests returned to Belize the following 
morning there was a solemn Service of Remembrance 
and Eucharist in St. John’s Memorial Church at which 
His Excellency read the Lesson and laid his wreath 
in memory of those who had fallen in all wars for justice 
and freedom.

C. D. & W. Grants for B.W.I.

The following six grants, from Colonial Development 
and Welfare Funds for the Caribbean colonies and 
British Guiana, were recently approved : to British 
Guiana for cocoa cultivation trials, $124,162; to 
Nevis for a group farm pilot scheme, $88,608; to 
Jamaica for the development of the jippi jappa industry, 
$42,485; to British Guiana for the installation of 
navigation aids and aeronautical telecommunications 
in the interior, $33,480 ; to meet excess expenditure on 
the representation of the British Caribbean territoiies 
at the North American Regional Broadcasting Confer­
ence, $1,584 ; and to Montseirat, to meet recurrent 
expenditure on the scheme for the development of 
public health services, $24,336.

Trinidad Beer

The recent additions to the brewing and storage 
capacity of the Caribbean Development Company’s 
brewery in Trinidad have already received mention in 
the July (page 169) and September (page 221) issues of 
the Circular.

The accompanying photograph received from the 
secretary of the company shows some of the new 
storage tanks and illustrates the up-to-date and hygienic 
features of the new installations.
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Notes of West Indian Interest

“ J^ll daag can bark, but some frighten fo’ bite.”

* * *
The cost-of-living index figure in Trinidad on Novem­

ber 1st was 251, as compared with 249 on October 1st.
* * *

Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, has appointed the Hon. H. C. P. J. Fraser, 
M.B.E., M.P., to be his Parliamentary private secretary.

* * *
Mr. Harold S. Halsall, of Bermuda, is the 365th 

member of the West India Committee to take up life 
membership.

* * *
Mr. Arthur Werner Lewey, who has been appointed 

Chief Justice of Northern Rhodesia—he is at present 
Justice of Appeal, West African Court of Appeal—will 
be remembered in Jamaica, where he was Attorney 
General from 1939 to 1943.

* * *
A new company, the Caribbean Live Fish Importers 

and Exporters, was recently registered in Trinidad, with 
the object of dealing in all kinds of live fish used by the 
aquaria of the United States and Canada. The first 
consignment, comprising 3,000 fish, was recently 
dispatched by Pan American Airways, and several 
weekly shipments were to follow.

* * *
The officers of the Imperial Affairs Committee of the 

Conservative Party, for the 1951-52 Session, are as 
follZ7 chairman, Mr. A. D. Dodds-Parker ; vice- 

, • A|r c I M Aluort : hon. secretaries, Mr. 
chairman, Mr. C. J. w +Ronald S. Russell and Mr Bernard graine The West 
Indies sub-committee has Mr. Peter Smithers as chair 

man. * *
Mr Dudtey Thompson, president of the West

The chairman of the committee is Lord Munster, Unne 
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The well-known firm of T Geddes G
Georgetown premises were des roy well-

Ke ' ksss ****and the contractors Messrs. As
* * *

At a recent meeting of the ^“p^^Empire, Mr. 

of Chambers of Commerce o b f the executive
H. Alan Walker was elected a memb invitation
committee. Mr. Walker has acce^e^ represent 
of the Jamaica Chamber of ,. yjr. Walker is 
them on the Council of the e . ( omniittce, and
deputy-chairman of the West India Com 
managing director of Caroni Ltd., and o 

Indies Sugar Co. Ltd.

The new Queen’s College building at Georgetown, 
British Guiana, a photograph of which appeared in the 
Circular for February, was declared open on December 
3rd by the Governor, and blessed by the Archbishop 
of the West Indies. This handsome building, which is 
to accommodate 500 to 600 pupils and to seat 2,000 in 
the hall, is claimed to be the largest wooden edifice 
in the world and the finest school building in the British 
West Indian Colonies.

* * *
It was with great regret that we learned of the death 

of Mr. J. B. Kemahan. He died at his home at Curepe, 
Trinidad, in June last, at the age of 84. Mr. Kernahan 
was educated at St. Mary’s College, Trinidad, and in 
1885 entered the local Colonial Service as an assistant 
in the Survey Office. Three years later he became a 
private surveyor in Grenada, and then in 1890 was 
engaged by the Government of St. Vincent as Crown 
and Colony Surveyor. In 1899 he was made Staff 
Surveyor and Superintendent of Crown Lands and 
Land Commissioner and two years later was appointed 
to the Executive and Legislative Councils of St. 
Vincent. Mr. Kernahan returned later to Trinidad and 
became interested in estates in the Cedros and Chatham 
districts. * * *

We also learned with great regret of the death of Mr. 
Charles Haughton Gordon Short, who died at his home 
at Staines, Middlesex, on October 26th. He was born 
in Barbados in 1881 and was the eldest son of the late 
Mr. Augustus Panton Short. Both father and son served 
in the Colonial Bank in Jamaica and later acquired 
cocoa estates in Grenada where they lived for many 
years Mr. Charles Short served in the Boer War, and 
in the first world war, while in Grenada, trained a con­
tingent for overseas. During the last war, although no 
longer a young man, he served in the Home Guard 
Mrs Loma Short, his widow, was bom in Grenada and 
is a daughter of the late Dr. H. J. Lee Bennett, who was 
Senior Medical Officer of that Island.

Princess Alice for Jamaica
It was announced on November 21st that Princess 

Alice and the Earl of Athlone propose leaving London 
early in January for Jamaica, where they intend spend- 

six weeks, part of the time with Sir Hugh Foot, 
Governor of Jamaica, and Lady Foot at King s House. 
Her Royal Highness will be visiting the University 
College of the West Indies, of which she is Chancellor.

British Honduras Bananas
A first shipment of 100 tons of bananas from the 

Colonial Development Corporation s plantations in 
British Honduras for the Ministry of Food recently 
"KliES" HE p.« e< cota, 

will be able to send fortnightly shipments of up to 240 

tons.
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Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture
(Continued from page 284)

surveyors having been appointed before August, 1950. 
Soil or hydrologic surveys were carried out in Grenada, 
St. Vincent and at River Estate and the new I.C.T.A. 
farm. Arrangements were made for soil surveys to be 
commenced in Jamaica and British Honduras before 
the end of 1950. Professor Hardy and three members 
of his staff attended the Caribbean Soils Conference at 
Puerto Rico in April, 1950, after which Professor Hardy 
made a special recruiting tour in the United Kingdom.

Sugar Research Scheme. Only one vacancy remained 
to be filled on the scientific staff provided for under this 
scheme. For most of the period this staff was accom­
modated at the University of Birmingham, but they 
were all transferred to the College in August, 1950. 
The advisory committee for this scheme held a meeting 
in Antigua in October, 1949.

Investigations resulted in the identification in cane 
juice of twelve amino-acids, of citric acid, and aconitic 
acid, and two other non-volatile carboxylic acids. 
Extensive physico-chemical studies on the colloidal 
content of cane juice were inaugurated. Progress was 
made in the investigation of the constituents of bagasse. 
Among interesting results obtained from work on 
molasses is the fact that it has been shown that a light 
coloured edible syrup could be made from vacuum pan 
molasses without the use of large amounts of active 
carbon. Experiments showed the feasibility of the com­
mercial exploitation of sugar cane wax, and a survey 
of the yields and properties of sugar cane waxes from 
many sugar factories in the British Caribbean area was 
commenced, with a view to deciding the most suitable 
area for such commercial exploitation. A pilot plant 
house was under construction, to accommodate plant 
for the production of refined sugar cane wax, lactic 
acid and levulinic acid, and also an experimental 
fractionating still.

Departmental Reports
Agricultural Department. This department is re­

sponsible for 45 per cent of the formal teaching in the 
college, and for the bulk of the tutorial work for Third 
lear D.LC.T.A. students and Colonial Office pro­
bationers. Staff shortages during the period, with 
teaching given first priority, drastically reduced the 
opportunity for investigational work, while inadequate 
staffing of the New-Farm Scheme and the Peasant 
Investigation caused both to be hindrances, rather than 
helps, to teaching efficiency.

The animal husbandry courses became fully developed, 
and a successful innovation was the introduction of 
early morning practical classes for D.I.C.T.A. students. 
New-Farm developments and the Peasant Investigations 
on the Old Farm area provided valuable instructional 
material in crop husbandry. The crop museum and 
the permanent manurial experiment at the Old Farm 
were maintained, and Second Year Diploma students 
received practical instruction in the growing of crops 
in individual plots, an exercise which it will be desirable 
to continue until arrangements can be made for adequate 
pre entry practical training. The course in agricultural 
engineering was steadily developed. More field instruc­
tion in soil and water conservation was arranged. A 

full course on extension work was developed for the 
Colonial Office probationers, together with a shortened 
course for Diploma students. The Director of Agri­
culture, Trinidad, and his staff extended valuable co­
operation in connexion with instructional excursions. 
The purchase of a 16 mm. cine sound projector and 
projectors for showing 35 mm. film slides and film 
strips proved valuable, first, in demonstrating the 
advantages and limitations of visual aids in agricultural 
education, second, in enlarging the background know­
ledge of the Colonial Empire of Colonial Office pro­
bationers. These probationers were again given local 
agricultural survey projects for individual attention, 
and the Professor of Agriculture conducted successful 
excursions to British Guiana and Barbados during the 
Easter vacations, which enabled probationers and 
students to gain experience on the operations of the 
departments of agriculture in those colonies.

The department was indebted to Mr. P. E. Turner, 
Sugar Agronomist to the Comptroller for Development 
and Welfare in the West Indies, for lectures on the 
cultivation of sugar ; to Mr. J. V. Lochrie, Cotton Officer 
to the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation, for lectures 
on cotton, and to Mr. H. J. Page, the Principal, for 
lectures on rubber.

Departments of Botany and Plant Pathology. In these 
departments the staff position was more satisfactory. 
With one exception, both College and Research Scheme 
staffs were brought up to full strength, and in September, 
1950, all sections of the departments moved into the 
new Biology building.

The diploma teaching courses underwent modification. 
The courses in botany previously given in Year II were 
incorporated in revised courses for Years I and II. 
The more basic part of the diploma course in plant 
pathology was given to Year II students, which enabled 
a shorter and more practical course to be given to 
Year III students.

Extra administrative duties in both 1949 and 1950 
left the Professor with little time for research, but some 
progress was made with the Angiosperm and Fungus 
Floras of Trinidad and Tobago.

Investigations under the Cocoa Research Scheme 
carried out in this department covered methods of 
storage of cocoa seed for transport, the propagation of 
cocoa by cuttings, mineral requirements of growing 
cocoa, the effect of environmental factors on the 
physiology of growth of cocoa, controlled pollination 
for the production of seedling progenies of known 
parentage, and investigations on the mechanism of 
self-sterihty m the cocoa plant. At River Estate almost 
AT cocoa experiments were planted in
the 1949 and 1950 planting seasons, unwanted cocoa 
trees were felled to control witches’ broom disease, and 
a close watch was kept on the spread of virus disease. 
A continuation of work on witches’ broom disease was 
the major project of the Cocoa Pathologist, and a small- 
scale experiment suggested the possibility of reducing 
pod infection by spraying cherelles of susceptible sizes

Y"' part Of the wet ^ason. The clone 
was shown to have significantly fewer “ broom ” 

pods than any other clone, and the testing of hybrids 
for suf^ntihir’t South American clones,

An • fa? broom ” infection, was started,
n account of scientific activities in connexion with
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the Banana Research Scheme gives fuller particulars 
of the work with male parents for use on Gros Michel, 
and on fertility, to which reference has already been 
made. A fascinating field of evolutionary inquiry is 
stated to have been opened up by cytological and 
genetical investigations which were carried out. Obser­
vations on fruit development reached a stage which 
indicated the need for a physiological study of growth 
substances in the fruit.

In the plant pathology department Mr. Dale con­
tinued his studies of virus diseases, covering cocoa 
virus, the insect-virus relations of mosaic of cowpea, 
mosaic viruses of Solanaceae and Cucurbitaceae, and the 
“ dying out ” of limes and “ failure ” of grapefruit, for 
which two latter diseases no evidence of virus infection 
was found. Help was given to the Trinidad Department 
of Agriculture in the diagnosis of cocoa virus, and 
diseased plant material from areas throughout the 
British Caribbean was examined and reported on. 
The Mycological Herbarium was extended to include 
over 2,200 specimens. The Royal Society provided 
funds for the publication of coloured plates in Fungi of 
Trinidad and Tobago. More than 300 of these, from 
water-colour drawings made in 1949 by Dr. R. W. G. 
Dennis of Kew, had been prepared. The Plant Her­
barium, to which some 300 sheets were added, was 
transferred to the new Biology building in September, 
1950, and a “ weed collection ” of more than 100 sheets 
was put together for the use of students.

Department of Soil Science and Chemistry. Ine 
analytical branch dealt with 1,678 samples during the 
year. Laboratory investigations on rock weathering 
and soil formation in the British Caribbean continued. 
Carbon and nitrogen metabolism m cocoa soils was 
investigated. A detailed soil survey of River Estate, 
to obtain information for use in interpreting the results 
of new field experiments on cocoa, was made. Inais 
of the establishment of clonal cocoa on a marginal 
cocoa soil were completed with satisfactory resu s 
small meteorological station was set up at River Estate

the proteins of the cocoa bean 
during fermentation was followed, clonal matinal being 
used to eliminate error due to 5 .am
results agreed with those obtained by Birch m1939. 
Experiments on the biochemical composition of the 
cocoa bean indicated that for all^pradical purposes, 
provided that not less than one pod "sed “J b 
of sampling, the nitrogenous composition of the bea 
is constant Site, age of tree and season of pickmg 
appear to have no statistical^ significant effect on bean 
composition in ripe pods. Experiments on 
the nitrate and ammonium ions in cocoa tre
were initiated. _, nf tree

Department of Economics. The rec g
yields in selected cocoa fields continued and a pre 
liminary rating of the best I.C.S. by
was prepared. A text-book on far ,ed and
means of cards was prepared and “e
was favourably commented on. The .
Peasant Investigation holdings co”tmued memor 
anda prepared on the working of npmrtment of 
Jolly assisted officers of the Trinidad Department^ot 
Agriculture in planning a survey o ke]eping were 
The usual courses m economics and book keepi g 

maintained, and both Professor Shephard and Dr. Jolly 
delivered courses of lectures on behalf of the Extra- 
Mural Department of the University College of the West 
Indies.

Department of Entomology and Zoology. On the 
recommendation of the Board of Studies the time table 
of the D.I.C.T.A. course was reorganized as follows : 
Year I, elementary zoology; Year II, general entomo­
logy ; Year HI, applied entomology. Work on the 
insect transmission of cocoa virus disease continued, 
and a paper was published in the Bulletin of Entomolo­
gical Research. A fourth species of mealy bug, a species 
of Pseudococcus, was proved to be a vector. Investiga­
tions on parasites and predators of the vector mealy 
bugs were commenced. Preliminary experiments failed 
to establish the existence of alternative host plants of 
the cocoa virus. The survey of insects of economic 
importance in Trinidad continued, and field observations 
were made on the preying habits of wasps.

The insect collection continued to grow and increased 
by some 580 to over 11,000 specimens. The collection 
of Trinidad butterflies and moths bequeathed by the 
late Sir Norman Lamont comprised 1,162 specimens 
of 311 species of butterflies and 1,334 specimens of 429 
species of the larger moths. A manuscript by Sir 
Norman on Additions to the List of Trinidad Heterocera 
(Moths) was revised, added to and prepared for publica­
tion . Considerable assistance was given to the Professor 
of Zoology of the University College of the West Indies 
in the building up of a zoological museum for teaching 
purposes. .

Dr. F. J. Simmonds of the Commonwealth Bureau ot 
Biological Control continued his research on parasites 
of sugar cane moth borers. Two parasites were released, 
of which specimens of one were recovered nine months 
later. Other parasites were sent to Mauritius for use 
against stalk-borers, and to Grenada for use against 
sugar cane moth borer.

In connexion with plants other than sugar cane, 
consignments of predacious beetles were shipped to 
Tanganyika for use against sisal weevil, and to Grenada 
for use against banana stem-borer. Several species of 
ladv-bird beetles predacious on coconut scale were 
dispatched to Grenada and Jamaica. Parasites of 
Pieris monuste, received from Canada, were introduced 
into Barbados. A predator on the housefly obtained 
from Fiji was liberated in Trinidad and there were 
indications that it had become established on the 
College farm. Successful introductions of four species 
of lady-bird predators on coconut white-fly were made 

^Department of Sugar Technology. Dr. L. F._ Wigging 
Director of Sugar Research, took up residence in 
Trinidad in July, 1950, and was followed by the rest 
\ in September 1950. For most of the period

TeSSt carried on alone. There were 

^ExpiSts^ Cell°/a1S
Expenmen , preventive were unsuccessful.

filtration of clarified juice Supercel Fuller’s earth, 
B— ¿X* «<1*-



290 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR December, 1951

Brilliant juices, with substantial increases in purity, 
were produced by passing cold raw juice rapidly through 
a resin bed. By using a suitable disinfectant and 
relatively low temperatures sugar losses could be 
reduced to a minimum. The experimental sugar 
factory operated in 1949 for five weeks and in 1950 for 
four weeks.

Plant Quarantine Station. This report is confined to 
the year 1949. Mr. R. G. Fennah, Entomologist to the 
Trinidad Department of Agriculture, succeeded Mr. 
D. B. Murray as secretary on May 5th of that year. 
Material of Arundo donax, four sugar cane varieties and 
five local varieties of sweet potato was maintained 
during the year in No. 2 house. No. 1 house was not 
used, and no material was quarantined. An application 
for funds from Colonial Development and Welfare 
sources for a new plant quarantine house was submitted 
to the Secretary of State through the Comptroller, but 
was still under consideration at the end of the year.

Library and Publications. The Library and Publica­
tions departments were amalgamated as from September 
1st, 1950. During the first part of the period under 
review it was possible to catch up on the arrears in 
the publication of Tropical Agriculture occasioned by 
post-war printing difficulties. The journal appeared 
in a new format beginning with the January-March, 
1950, issue, and its contents and scope were modified 
by extending the reviews section. A memoir was 
published on The Agricultural Soils of Montserrat.

The following additions were made to the library : 
books, 566 ; pamphlets, 6,909 ; parts of periodicals, 
12,140. New periodicals received numbered 76. The 
revision of entries for government department publica­
tions and their amalgamation with the author catalogue 
was completed and a subject catalogue provided for all 
students theses and reports. Cross-checking of the 
library catalogues and registers proceeded with improved 
accuracy. A short guide to the library was drawn up 
for distribution to staff, students and visitors. Plans 
for an extension of the library area by almost 2,000 sq. ft. 
were well advanced. Useful assistance was afforded to 
the library of the University College of the West Indies.

Rum Cocktail Competition

The 1951 Jamaica rum cocktail competition of Great 
Bntam, held at the Hungaria Restaurant, London 
on November 8th, attracted 200 entries.

The competition was organized by the United King­
dom Bartenders’ Guild and sponsored by the Sugar 
Manufacturers’ Association (of Jamaica), Ltd.

The winner of the contest, Mr. L. Spaczynski, received 
a cup and a certificate. His recipe, “ White Bear ” 
was as follows :—

30 per cent Jamaica rum ; 30 per cent creme de 
noyeau ; 15 per cent vieille cure ; 15 per cent lemon 
squash ; 10 per cent fresh cream. Shake and add dash 
of powdered cinnamon on top.
„ ™econd Prize was awarded to Mr. T. Rocque for his 

Montego ” :—
1 A Jama^ca rum j i Tia Maria ; | fresh lemon juice : 
i blackcurrant cordial. Shake.

Films for Overseas
The Central Office of Information produces a wide 

range of documentary, scientific and educational films 
which are sent on request to information officers on the 
staffs of United Kingdom representatives overseas, and 
of colonial governments, for distribution in the territories 
in which they are stationed.

A catalogue has recently been published giving 
particulars of some 900 of these films, classified under 
subjects and indexed by title. It is obtainable in the 
United Kingdom from : Films Division, Central Office 
of Information, Norgeby House, 83, Baker Street, 
London, W.l, and provides the only complete reference 
to films for which the United Kingdom government 
hold overseas distribution rights. Almost all the films 
have been produced in both 35 mm. and 16 mm. sizes.

The range of subjects covered is sufficiently extensive 
to warrant recommendation of the catalogue to the 
notice of all persons and organizations interested in the 
use of films for general education, instruction on par­
ticular subjects, or entertainment.

Inquiries in regard to the films available in any 
particular territory should be addressed to the repre­
sentative in that territory. The representatives in the 
British West Indies are as follows :—

Barbados : Assistant Colonial Secretary, The Secre­
tariat, Bridgetown.

British Guiana: Public Information Officer, The 
Secretariat, Georgetown.

British Honduras : Public Relations Officer, Colonial 
Secretary’s Office, Belize.

Grenada: Information Officer, Secretariat, St. 
George’s.

Jamaica : Assistant Secretary, Administrative Section, 
Secretariat, Kingston.

Leeward Islands : Colonial Secretary, Secretariat, 
Antigua (see also Montserrat and St. Christopher-Nevis).

Montserrat: Supervisor of Schools, Education Office, 
Plymouth.

St. Christopher-Nevis : Education Officer, Education 
Office.

S/. Lucia : Public Relations Officer, Public Relations 
Office, Castries.

St. Vincent’. Public Relations Officer, Government 
House.

Trinidad and Tobago : Information Officer, Secretariat 
Port-of-Spain.

Wind-ward Islands’. Administrator, Government 
House, Dominica (see also Grenada).

Trinidad Cocoa Prices

Another Sharp Fall
Local prices for Trinidad cocoa have shown con­

siderable variation during the past calendar year
When the year opened the local prices to producers 

Sd S38gfor “ fW’ *42 f°r “ P^antation ” kinds 
ana tor Estates.

On March 3rd there was an increase of $14 per faneea 
m the prices of both kinds ; in August aHal^of «T

On November 9th there was a further fall of $10 oer 
fanega, Ringing.the prices down to $36 for “ Plantation” 
kmds and $32 for “ Estates.” xuantauon
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The Homeward Mail
------ --------—

BRITISH GUIANA
New General Post Office. Our correspondent, 

writing from Georgetown on November 20th, states : 
“ The Finance Committee of the Legislative Council 
has approved the expenditure of approximately $35,000 
for the proposed furnishings for British Guiana’s new 
General Post Office.

Conference of Sugar Technologists. “ One hun­
dred and sixty five delegates from as far afield as the 
U.S.A., Puerto Rico, Hawaii and many Caribbean 
colonies attended in Georgetown the ninth annual 
conference of the British West Indian Sugar Tech­
nologists.

Rice Prices. “ Mr. Peter Bayley, manager of the 
Rice Marketing Board, has announced that there will 
be no increase in the price of rice during the current 
crop year, ending September 30th, 1952. This frustrated 
the plans of some grocers who were reported to have 
been hoarding with the hope of getting bigger profits, 
were the rumours of increased prices proved to be true.

Higher Prices for Uranium. “ The Ministry of 
Supply has announced an offer to pay higher prices for 
uranium ores and concentrates to encourage the search 
for radioactive minerals in colonial and dependent 
territories. Consequently, the local department of 
Geological Surveys has placed its services with respect 
to identification of rocks at the disposal of prospectors 
to urge them to hunt for these minerals in the hinterland.

Increase in Imports “ The pony’s import from 
January to September this year totalled $47,092,445, 
over $6 million more than for the con espondm^ period 
in 1950. Two likely alternative causes for this increase 
have been given—either the continued rise in prices, 
or the importation of more goods by firms .who were 
over stocking and by new importers, ^ut busines 
men were unable to ascertain which was the true cause.

Registration of American Doctors. '“ The^Legis­
lative Council passed a motion extending theUifeJ 
ordinance to allow the registration of 
doctors until the end of 1952. This was ... 
because of the shortage of qualified medical practittoners 
in the colony and the difficulty of getting them from 

England. _ ,.,,
Remembrance Day. On Memorial

Remembrance Day service was held at the WarMmon 
to honour British Guiana’s war dead The Lord 
Archbishop led the gathering, which included 

Governor, in prayer. .
Scouts for Jamaica Jamboree. ft 

hom, Assistant Commissioner of Scout J 
arrived in British Guiana by British Westf Inchan 
ways ’plane to help with the 
large British Guiana contingent I their con-
held in Jamaica next March As part of then? con 
tribution to the jamboree the mrime - 
Whitehorn gratis around the Caribbean 
mission.

Regulation of Loud Speakers. “ The Attorney 
General moved the second reading of the Bill to regulate 
the use of loudspeakers or amplifiers at meetings at 
street corners. The matter was finally referred to a 
committee after meeting with opposition from members.

Union Disputes. “ An agreement for the avoidance 
and settlement of disputes was reached between the 
British Guiana Congress of General Workers and princi­
pal employees in the building trade when they met 
under the chairmanship of the acting deputy Labour 
Commissioner at the Department of Labour.”

DOMINICA
New Transhipment Port. Our correspondent in 

Roseau writes in a newsletter dated November 1st: 
“ The Royal Netherlands Steamship Co. is now making 
Curacao a transhipment port for the Caribbean.

The Local Election. “ The general election in the 
island took place on October 31st, and resulted in a 
swing over to the labour side. The Government made 
great provision for the illiterate voter and by associating 
the name of the candidate with the picture of an article, 
and the kindly assistance of the polling clerk, things 
passed off very satisfactorily. There were over 30 
candidates for eight seats. Quite a few of the ‘ old 
hands ’ lost their seats, but that was only to be expected.

U.K. General Election. “ The general election in 
Britain has been followed here with much interest. 
Doubt is expressed as to whether Mr. Winston Churchill 
has received a ‘ mandate,’ but the business men here 
think that he will be able to stabilize things well. 
Cable and Wireless did not do too well m giving us the 
news as it was only on October 27th that their cables, 
dated the 26th, made their appearance on the board.

Hydro-electric Station. “ Progress is being made 
with the new hydro-electric station What look like 
parts of the casing for the turbines have beenJfcewed 
and also the vertical down pipes to give the fall of the 
water. Our old service contmues its out and m

Ranana Loan. “ The local Government has been 
abfe to grant a loan of £15,000 to rehabilitate the 
banana clop where destroyed in the recent storm, and 
the administration of the loan has been placed m the 
experienced hands of Mr. J. B. Charles, who is a practical 

planter.”
JAMAICA

The Financial Position. Our correspondent Mr. 
H P Tacobs writing from Kingston, on November 26th 
Sates • “ The Government has presented its financial 
states. ine « , for post-hurricane recovery,
and economic prop grant and
though the PreTe is sti11
£1,500,000 loan from the Un ted * §to a
known. The financi 000 o{ general revenue over 
balance of nearly 500,0 g_ This means that
expenditure as originally budgeted.
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revenue expectation is now £1,000,000 higher than when 
the estimates were drawn up. The increase now expected 
is due, as Mr. Robert Newton, Financial Secretary, 
indicated, to ‘ the increasing inflationary trend.’

“ This extra £1,000,000 is in any event more than 
wiped out by supplementary estates totalling over 
£1,250,000. These do not include the commitments 
caused by the hurricane damage, which are estimated at 
£2,835,000. Thus instead of a surplus of £2,415,483 
on March 31st, 1952, as originally budgeted, there would 
actually be a deficit of £669,517 ; but it is intended to 
apply £100,000 of the Insurance Fund to reduction of 
deficit (a measure which will practically wipe out the 
fund) and it is hoped that £1,000,000 of hurricane 
expenditure and Public Works Extraordinary will not 
be spent in the current financial year. Indeed, the 
Financial Secretary estimates ‘ that the surplus balance 
on March 31st, 1952, will be of the order of £1,500,000.’

Economic Expansion. “The view taken by Govern­
ment, as expressed in a Message from the Governor to 
the House of Representatives, is that the hurricane 
has rendered plans for economic expansion more 
necessary and urgent than ever and that it will be 
necessary to postpone many desirable projects in order 
to accelerate recovery.

“ Accordingly, bills have been prepared to set up an 
Agricultural Development Corporation and an Indus­
trial Development Corporation; the long-projected 
Yallahs Valley Authority is at last being set up 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Hugh Miller, the able 
head of the Jamaica School of Agriculture ; a revision 
of the Ten-Year Plan has been submitted to the House ; 
and representatives of the International Bank are 
executing a survey of the country’s financial and 
economic resources.

Ten-Year Plan. “ The revision of the Ten-Year 
Plan continues the process of changing the stress from 
welfare schemes to development plans. This, like 
much else in the financial and economic programme, is 
by no means universally popular.

“ A good deal depends on the possibility of attracting 
American capital. It is evidently hoped that it will be 
possible to interest United States investors, and the 
American Government has shown a sympathetic and 
practical interest. Earlier this year a Jamaican mission 
headed by Mr. Clegg, Economic Adviser, went to the 
United States to break ground ; an official of the United 
States Department of Commerce subsequently visited 
Jamaica ; the Consulate has offered assistance ; and it 
is proposed to utilize the services of ‘ a leading firm of 
United States industrial consultants,’ as the Governor 
announced in the Message mentioned above.

Caroni Cricket Victory. “During November a 
cricket team from the Caroni estates in Trinidad toured 
Jamaica for nearly three weeks and played half a dozen 
matches. The climax of the tour was a three-day 
match at Monymusk against a combined Frome and 
Monymusk team representing Caroni’s sister company 
the West Indies Sugar Co. In this match, which the 
visitors won by an innings and 145 runs, Caroni’s 
Chichi Sampath scored 225 runs in his team’s only 
innings : Caroni declared at 430 for 8. Sampath also 
took 15 wickets for 112 runs, the total West Indies 
Sugar Co.’s score being 285.

Agricultural Show. “ Frome Agricultural Show 
on November 19th and 20th was, as usual, marked by 
an outstanding display of cattle. There was a large 
attendance at the show, and the arrangements were 
satisfactory. The Governor attended and made a 
speech.

Proposed Paper Mill. “It is expected that in 
December construction engineers will arrive to plan 
the lay-out of a paper mill at Port Antonio.

Personal. “ The Rev. Fr. Leo Butler celebrated 
his golden jubilee as a member of the Society of Jesus 
this month. He has been 33 years in Jamaica and is 
the oldest Roman Catholic priest and the priest longest 
in service. He was for many years headmaster of St. 
George’s College.

“ Among recent visitors to Jamaica was Dr. H. 
Riemens, Netherlands Minister to Venezuela and co- 
chairman of the Caribbean Commission.

“ Among recent deaths were those of Mr. Bertram 
Burrowes, former Resident Magistrate, 68, and Mr. 
F. G. Joy, 53, well-known construction engineer and 
sportsman.”

TRINIDAD
Welfare Fund. Our correspondent writing from 

Port-of-Spain in a newsletter dated November 23rd, 
states : “ The Legislature has passed a Bill incorporating 
the sugar industry labour welfare fund, which now stands 
at nearly $2,000,000. The Bill gives the committee 
administering the fund the power to hold property on 
mortgage as security for the repayment of loans made 
from the fund.

Regional Economic Committee. “ Approval by 
the Trinidad Legislative Council on November 9th of 
the establishment of a Regional Economic Committee 
and Trade Commissioner Services in the United Kingdom 
and Canada has set the final seal of official acceptance 
on an organization for which high hopes are entertained. 
The cost of the whole scheme is relatively small; the 
Canadian Trade Commissioner’s office being estimated 
to require $54,000, and the London office $57,600, 
while $28,800 has been set down for the Economic 
Committee’s secretariat at Barbados. Trinidad is 
expected to contribute $44,784 for the first three years, 
after which the rate of contribution will be reviewed. 
At the end of two more years the entire scheme, including 
administrative and other arrangements, will be subject 
to further examination by the governments concerned. 
Establishment of the Regional Economic Committee 
and of the United Kingdom Trade Commissioner Service 
was recommended by the Montego Bay conference in 
1947. The Regional Economic Committee was a new 
idea, having as its primary purpose the creation of an 
advisory and consultative body to the various govern­
ments in economic matters.

cement Industry. “ The Legislative Council has 
enacted the Cement Industry (Development) Bill as an 
mducement to cement makers to establish the industrv 
m the colony. The Bill includes provision for a ten-year 
tax holiday and exemption for the same period from 
import duties on building materials for factory con­
struction, plant, equipment and machinery. Raw 
materials for cement manufacture will be continuously 
duty-tree. J

New Economic Adviser. “ Mr. Owen Calder
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Papineau has been appointed Economic Adviser to the 
colony in succession to Mr. A. Shenfield, who resigned 
in January last. Mr. Papineau is expected to assume 
duty within the next few months.

Housing Advisers. “ Two housing advisers are to 
be appointed to the Caribbean Commission under the 
United States Point Four Programme for foreign aid. 
One adviser will be a building materials specialist whose 
job will be to study local resources of building materials. 
The other will be an authority on organizing and 
financing aided self-help housing. The project includes 
provision for a local training programme in order to 
develop the necessary skilled staff to continue housing 
programmes when the assistance of the two specialists 
is no longer available. The secretary-general of the 
Caribbean Commission will co-ordinate the work of the 
two specialists, and will be liaison officer with the local 
governments.

Congressmen Pay Short Visit. “ Sixteen United 
States congressmen arrived in Trinidad by air on 
November 11th on a two day in-transit visit. Members 
of the Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee 
of the House of Representatives, they are on a month 
long tour of Latin America during which they will 
survey the economic situation, with particular emphasis 
on oil, minerals, industry, power, newsprint and aviation.

Wharves Handle More Cargo. “27,000 tons more 
cargo was handled on the Port-of-Spain wharves for the 
first nine months of this year than for the corresponding 
period last year. The figures were 441,492 tons and 
414,423 tons respectively.”

(Continued from next column)

had been appointed in Barbados ; and when such an appoint- 

in a written answer of November 28th

make an appointment before long.

s ^Tof s£te f^ 0*0—^^

tewasTware of the overcrowding ofprisons and

what steps were being taken to dea Tamaica had sought 
Lennox-Boyd said that £°vern" Od-

to relieve overcrowding by the consrruu ( „ ison for
ings in the existing prisons and Governor for a report
200 first offenders. He was askm* th Member when he 
on the position and would write to the hon. Memoer

received it. T ennox_Boyd was aware that
ov^wdT/a^

S Srt^lS  ̂X^Xi^ the frious state 

Of^nnox-Boyd.anr^oit^

Srie^ “ the amOUDt
Jamaica Cigar Industry- Mr. J. 28th if he

Secretary of State for the ^^^futurc of the Jamaican cigar 
would make a statement on Hiffirulties facing the country, 
industry, in view of the= econ°miColonial Affairs,

Mr. Lennox-Boyd Mm.ster of State of
Xnomy1 J-aica.^^  ̂

co"^ ibl‘gat‘°nS “tered “tO

by the late Administration.

West Indies at Westminster
Sugar Purchases from Commonwealth. In answer 

to a question by Mr. Bernard Braine on November 21st, as to 
how much sugar was purchased by the Ministry of Food in 1950 
and 1951 from Commonwealth and from non-Commonwealth 
sources, respectively, Major Lloyd George, Minister of Food, 
said : “ The quantity of sugar purchased by my Department 
was as follows :—

Commonwealth sources 
Foreign

1951
tons

1,490,000
1,452,000

1950 
tons 

1,662,000 
1,372,000

Replying to Mr. Gerald Nabarro, who asked if he could give 
the House an assurance that he was taking every ton of sugar that 
British Guiana, Mauritius and Jamaica could offer the Mother 
Country, the Minister answered, ‘ ‘ There is an agreement, as 
my hon. Friend knows, which is now being discussed by which 
we are taking as much as we possibly can, and the total this year 
which shows that the Commonwealth figure is down is due 
to the disastrous trouble in Australia when we lost so much 
sugar.”

Prices Paid for Sugar. Mr. Braine asked the Minister of 
Food the average price of sugar purchased by bis Department 
in 1950 and 1951 from Commonwealth sources and non-Common­
wealth sources, respectively. Major Lloyd George answered 
that whereas Commonwealth sugar was bought at one agreed 
price covering shipments throughout the year, our purchases of 
foreign sugars were made under widely varying conditions. It 
would therefore be misleading to attempt to give figures.

Jvlr. Braine then asked whether it was not a fact that on balance 
more was paid for foreign sugar than for Commonwealth sugar. 
In view of the dual need to keep prices down at home and 
encourage Empire production, could Major Lloyd George say 
whether he would be prepared to give a guarantee to colonial 
producers that he would take 100 per cent of their production 
at remunerative prices after 1952 rather than only 70 per cent. 
Major Lloyd George said that he had to repeat that the matter was 
under discussion with Commonwealth and Colonial growers 
and that the present price was one which had been agreed 
to by all Empire growers and they were perfectly satisfied with it.

British Honduras (C.C. Dissolution). Mr. Fenner Brock- 
wav in a written question asked the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies for what reason the Belize City Council, British Hon­
duras, has been disbanded and replaced by an entirely nominated 
bodv. Mr. Lyttelton stated : “ The Governor dissolved the 
council on account of certain acts of disloyalty to the Crown 
bv the majority party in the council in their official capacity. 
In announcing ^decision, the Governor made it clear that this 

was a purely temporary measure, and that fresh elections would 

be held in due course.”
Sugar Ration. In a written answer dated November 21st, 

to a question by Mr. Dodds asking the Minister of Food when, 
tn view of the agreement with Cuba he would increase the

«•or ration Major Lloyd George said he was afraid he could 
not hold out any hope that we should be able to afford to buy 
enough sugar to increase the ration in the near future.

Grenada Riots. Mr. T. Reid asked the Secretary of State 
for the Cotonies what was the value of damage done m recent 
for tne coio what extent the cost was met by the
eSoriS the property owners, the Colonial Government and the 
culppts. tne .P V ^Xoectively. In a written answer of Novem-

Mr7 Lyttelton said, “ Damage incurred during the 
Grenada strike iSow estimated at about ¿65,000. An accurate 
Grenada srnxe cine? the principal claims relate toassessment is impossible th^p^ stcJen No part of the 
unharvested crops a » cuiprits Or the United Kingdom tax- 
cost has been met by ttiiocaP ulturai a ciation for com- 
payer A claimby ¿45,036 in respect of uninsured or un- 

=-mre?by private —

^o^t^^ “ «« G°'™t

property. -Rorbados Mr. H. Hynd asked the
Se«yoS" Colonies why no factory inspector 

(Continued at foot of preceding column)
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Company Reports and Meetings

Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas).
The directors report that after payment of all charges and 

providing for taxation and after deducting transfers to inner 
reserves, out of which reserves provision has been made for 
diminution in value of assets, the net profit for the year ended 
September 30th amounted to £769,581, to which has to be 
added £205,368 brought forward, making a total of £974,949.

The following appropriations have been made : reserve fund, 
£250,000; writing down investment in Barclays Overseas 
Development Corporation, Ltd., £200,000 ; interim dividend 
paid on June 15th, of 4 per cent (actual) on the “ A ” stock and 
on the “ B ” shares, less income tax, £149,552. The directors 
recommend a final dividend of 4 per cent on the “ A ” stock, 
and on the “ B ” shares, less income tax, which will absorb 
£149,551, and leave a balance to be carried forward of £225,846.

The reserve fund has been further increased to £8,855,375 
by the transfer of £605,375 from inner reserves. The dividend 
is at the same rate as for the preceding year.

Caroni Ltd.
In their report for the year ended June 30th the directors 

state that the consolidated net profit for the year, after providing 
for depreciation and taxation, amounted to £53,054, to which 
has been added the balance of £47,563 brought forward, making 
a total of £100,617. Out of this £10,000 has been transferred to 
general reserve.

The dividend on the £580,000, 6 per cent, cumulative prefer­
ence stock paid for the year ended May 31st, less income tax, 
absorbed £18,705, and out of the balance of £71,912 the directors 
recommend the payment of a dividend on the ordinary stock 
at the rate of 2d. on each 2s. unit, less income tax, absorbing 
£18,375 and leaving £53,537 to be carried forward.

In his annual statement, which accompanies the report, the 
chairman, Mr. G. Vernon Tate, M.C., says : “ Our colleague 
Sir Alexander T. Taylor, K.B.E., D.L., has intimated to the 
board that, on account of his age, he does not wish to seek re­
election. In sympathy with his wishes we have accepted Sir 
Alexander’s decision, but with the greatest regret, because he 
has played a conspicuous part in the development both of this 
company and also of its predecessor. His association with the 
West Indies goes back a long way and we shall miss the benefit 
of his sound Scottish judgment in our counsels.

“For the second year in succession we encountered abnormal 
weather conditions during the reaping season. Heavy rains 
almost throughout the crop period seriously impeded both 
reaping and transport. Conditions, in fact, were hardly different 
from those normally encountered in the wet season and the strain 
on personnel and upon our animals was severe. The fact that 
463,688 tons of cane were ground at our two mills, which was 
82,664 tons more than in the previous year, may be attributed 
to an outstanding performance by our employees in Trinidad, 
especially those working in the fields. In the light of these 
conditions we can perhaps reflect that an increase in our sugar 
output of 5,944 tons was not unsatisfactory.

The dismal experience which these adverse conditions 
provided lends emphasis to the speculative nature of our business, 
a characteristic alas of all tropical agriculture. The vagaries of 
weather and the dangers of pests are almost commonplace risks 
that the cane sugar planter must face and by reason of these 
factors the story of tropical sugar enterprises is very much one of 

ups and downs.’ For that reason the present system of taxation 
for companies such as ours is not only onerous and unimaginative 
but is definitely stultifying to development. A more enlightened 
outlook towards companies whose assets operate almost 
exclusively abroad, particularly plantation companies, is a 
matter of urgent necessity, more especially if the development 
™°H£.EmPire resources is to be achieved with British capital. 
Ihe Pioneer Industries Law which was introduced in Trinidad 
to attract new capital provides a five-year tax holiday for 
approved new industries. Paradoxical though it may seem 
companies controlled in Great Britain obtain no benefit from this

’ indeed the sacrifice made by Trinidad is appropriated 
by H.M. Treasury. This is obviously a negation of the professed 
desire of H.M. Government to encourage colonial development, 
ine point has a particular bearing upon the paper pulp nroiect 
to which I refer later. 1 r 1 J

“ Discussions are now in progress between the Ministry of 

Food and Commonwealth sugar producers on the subject of the 
1952 price and the detailed terms of the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement. The Ministry of Food has not been conspicuously 
generous in the past in its treatment of Commonwealth sugar 
producers and I can only hope that fuller appreciation of the 
hazards run by producers will encourage a warmer sympathy 
towards their problems.

“ During the year in review further constitutional advances 
have been made in Trinidad and elected members of the Council 
now hold ministerial offices and carry full executive responsibility. 
These Ministers have brought to their respective tasks a sense of 
enthusiasm, drive and responsibility which reflects upon them 
the greatest credit, and indeed it augurs well for the future 
development of Trinidad. Throughout this period of transition 
the colony has been fortunate in having the benefit of the wise 
guidance of His Excellency the Governor, Major-General Sir 
Hubert Rance, G.C.M.G., G.B.E., C.B., and of the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. Patrick Renison, C.M.G. From all the officers of 
Government in Trinidad we receive the fullest co-operation in 
making our contribution to the efficient development of the 
sugar industry. Sugar, it should be remembered, is the largest 
single employer in the colony and its prosperity is a matter of 
vital importance to the island as a whole. To Colonial Office 
officials we are also indebted for much constructive advice. 
Few people outside the circle of those concerned with the 
colonies appreciate the complex nature of the problems which 
constantly face this all important department of Government.

“ Further progress has been made with the company’s welfare 
services. Recent developments in this sphere include the 
expansion of library facilities and of amateur theatricals. All 
this work which is designed to promote a happy environment for 
our workers owes its conspicuous success to the untiring efforts of 
Mr. Ben Sealy, M.B.E., our Welfare Officer, and I am glad to 
make this public acknowledgment of his work. In my statement 
last year I referred to the fact that no disbursements had so 
far been made from the amounts which we have paid into the 
Labour Welfare Fund in Trinidad, a matter which occasions 
us concern because in other colonies much good has already 
been done by the intelligent disbursement of these moneys in the 
interests of sugar workers. Latest information indicates that the 
committee appointed to manage the Fund is to be reconstituted 
in such a fashion as to provide the fullest representation for the 
interests of those engaged in the sugar industry.

"Work on the doubling up of the Brechin Castle factory 
continues according to plan and we have every reason to believe 
that the construction will be completed in time for the 1953 crop.

‘ Practically the whole of our raw sugar exports in 1951 were 
shipped in bulk and we are hoping to develop this system further 
in 1952. The successful development of this new method for 
handling sugar is the result of close co-operation between refiners, 
shipping lines and producers. It is not unreasonable to suppose 
that the time is not far distant when a very large proportion of 
West Indian sugar will be handled in this way.

“We have continued to devote attention to the production 
of paper pulp from our surplus bagasse or cane fibre. A pilot 
plant is now operating with the object of securing further data 
preliminary to the consideration of a full-scale plant. Our 
investigations lead us to the conclusion that the supply situation 
for paper pulp from customary wood sources is likely to become 
more acute and this is coincident with a continuing rise in the 
world consumption of paper. It seems obvious that some

be f^?dtO fiU the §aP and bagasse does seem 
to offer distinct possibilities.
and indicate favourable prospects for next crop
SnnS S freedom from adverse weather conditions our output 
frZ frX? SU^tantial increase. Once again we are free 

PP x damage and we are hopeful that our new 
to b^HTe^ this hl8hly destructive pest will continue
an?Mr’ B aCi KUnb our Agricultural Superintendent, 
of the W°ried hard at this Pr°blem and it is a matter

tO C°”Pa“y efforts

" Our special thanks are due to Mr. Gilbert our General 
manager whose efforts in a very difficult and tiresome veJr 
and indeed T° and tO the managers and stiffs,
our thanks to aJJ/Wioyees of the company in Trinidad, we owe 
of the work nOh leSS W°Uld 1 exPress on your behalf appreciation 
oi the work of the managers and staff in London whose keenness 

tO the SUCCeSsM “d’ o?
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Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.
The directors, in their report for the year ended June 30th, 

1951, state that after charging contingencies the profit was 
/1,069,480. The interim dividend of 3d. per 5s. stock unit, 
free of income tax, amounted to ¿81,973 leaving a balance of 
¿987,507. The directors have transferred ¿200,000 to explora­
tion and plant replacement reserve and ¿500,000 to general 
reserve, and from the remainder of ¿287,507 they recommend 
the payment of a final dividend of 7d. per unit, free of income 
tax, which will require ¿191,269. The remaining sum of 
¿96,238, added to the balance brought forward of ¿233,769, 
will leave ¿330,007 to be carried forward.

The net profit of the company and its subsidiary companies 
from operations in Trinidad and from shipping and marketing 
activities elsewhere, after charging depreciation, taxation and 
contingencies, and including investment income, was ¿1,470,705, 
as compared with ¿906,399 for the preceding year. The latter 
figure included a non-recurring dividend receipt and an adjust­
ment for taxation over-provided in past years.

The volume of oil handled by the group and its allied interests 
was greater than ever before and sales again increased. All 
elements of operating costs continued to rise and more oil was 
purchased at higher cost, but selling prices improved. Tanker 
earnings were favourably affected by the recovery in freight 
rates. The group’s results also benefited for the first time from 
the inclusion of the earnings of Siparia Trinidad Oilfields, Ltd., 
which became a wholly owned subsidiary early in the year.

After allowing for the final dividend as above, the capital 
employed in the group at June 30th was ¿9,544,752 in the 
form of share capital and reserves, in addition to which 
¿3,329,701 has been set aside to meet future taxation. Of the 
combined total of ¿12,874,453 so recorded as employed in the 
group’s business, ¿4,276,502 was represented by oil rights, 
buildings, plant and equipment (originally costing ¿12,632,450), 
¿3,855,035 by investments in allied interests and ¿4,742,916 
by net working capital (including stocks of oil and stores to the 
value of ¿3,711,131).

Net capital expenditure of the group, state the directors, was 
¿2,444,638 compared with ¿1,393,056 in the preceding year. 
The increase was mainly due to expenditure on the scheme 
for modernizing the refinery in Trinidad, which will call for further 
heavy outlays in the current financial year.

ceived from joint

Operations in Trinidad are :—
Year ended Tune 30th

19481951 1950 1949
Footage drilled feet feet feet
Own fields 151,549 151,068 114,595 154,853
Joint interest 
fields 12,584 21,529 19,071 22,640

barrels barrels barrels barrels
Crude oil produced
Crude oil pur­

6,100,500 6,255,700 6,130,900 6,172,600

chased and re-

Crude oil refined by

fields and 
sources ...

other
... 13,268,700 11,378,700 9,824,300 8,446,900

Total ... 19,369,200 17,634,400 15,955,200 14,619,500

17.680,600 16,116,100 14,194,600 13,951,400

controlled by the company at
June 30th (excluding joint venture holdings) was 120,005 acres, 
of which 119,016 acres comprised oil rights. Trinidad

Leaseholds (Jamaica) Ltd^Trinidad Lease ° snto Domingo) 

Co., Ltd. ; and Tn—

Leaseholds (New York) Incorporated. many's
Trade mvestments at ¿^ other marketing

Areas Ltd., the “ Tricana " 

chemicals group and North Venezuelan Petroleum Co., Ltd. 
(in voluntary liquidation).

Mr. Simon J. Vos, the chairman, in the course of a statement 
which accompanies the report writes :—

“ I am again pleased to be able to report that the group has had 
a satisfactory year in most respects. Refinery throughput 
further increased, and selling prices and freight rates improved. 
During the year these factors afforded relief from steadily rising 
costs.

“ Production was in line with that of recent years, and oil 
reserves have been maintained. Extensive deep drilling has 
continued and improved production technique is being intro­
duced, but no new field giving commercial oil has been found. 
The discovery of a cretaceous reservoir which may be oil-bearing 
justifies continuance of further deep drilling. . . .

“ Taxation again bears very heavily on earnings, and it has 
been necessary to provide a sum of ¿2,757,234 for the estimated 
liability on the profits for the year, the greater part of which tax 
is payable in Trinidad. Last year the corresponding provision 
was ¿1,731,024, before including an exceptional credit of 
¿141,000 relating to past years. This year the sum of ¿435,000 
has been set aside as the estimated amount of tax deferred 
because of initial wear and tear allowances, which, with the 
sum of ¿200,000 similarly earmarked last year, makes a total of 
¿635,000 carried forward in the consolidated balance sheet on 
account of such deferred taxation.

“ The last Finance Act terminates initial wear and tear allow­
ances, which were introduced after the war to assist in the 
renewal and improvement of plant and equipment. The 
cessation of these reliefs at the present time, when maximum 
industrial efficiency is so essential, is a short-sighted policy which 
cannot fail to discourage enterprise.

“ ¿401,225 of the group’s net profit for the year has been 
retained by subsidiary companies and of the net profit for the 
year amounting to ¿1,069,480 dealt with in the accounts of the 
parent company ¿700,000 has been P«t to reserves. After 
additions out of profits for the year to June 30th last the revenue 
reserves now stand at ¿4,553,905 in the parent company s 
balance sheet, and at ¿5,747,293 for the group.

After reviewing items in the balance sheet, the chairman 

continues :—
Field Operations

“Our crude oil production was substantially the same as in 
recent years, and the oil reserve position has been maintained 
despite the year’s withdrawals. This is accounted for by t 
normal development of our producing fields as ^^Mt o 
drilling rather than from any new discoveries. ResultingJrom 
this it has been found possible to transfer oil reserve from the 
‘ probable ’ or ‘ possible categories into the proven.

P" Production from our principal field. Forest Reserve, was 
controlled in?he interests of good operating and conservation 

practices, and at this field our two rePre^^

Sd there^ extraction of “oil can be

anticipated. has been well maintained,
“ Production from our smaller fields nas ^ninment

MS ¿s! s
Two additional wells have been drdled light on
Clarke Road area. Though a substantial.
has been proved, the denseness of the’ san s discoP.ery well
satisfactory rates of production except . flowing.
which has already made 200,000 barrels and 14,018

“ During the year we have drilled a well to a depth oi 
feet to ascertain the possibilities of h This well
the Morne Diablo properties of the S1Panac°^ drilled 
represented a remarkable technical achieveme casing,
toPa depth of just over 12 500 feet with only 2 000 f^of casing, 
and though oil production was not obtained., P nm-

deEwe have continued to manage the Properties of Premier
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A well has recently been drilled for our joint benefit in the 
Barrackpore area.

Refining

The total throughput of our Trinidad refinery has been in­
creased by approximately 8 per cent as compared with the 
previous year. New tankage brought into use was one of the 
factors permitting higher refinery throughput to be achieved, 
and further tankage is expected to be completed by the end of 
1951, which will enable a high rate of throughput to be main­
tained.

“ The scheme for the modernization of the refinery, to which 
reference was made last year, is progressing as well as can be 
expected under present conditions of slow delivery of materials, 
while work on the alterations to the existing refinery plant is 
well in hand.

“ Our relations with other companies, both British and 
American, from whom we obtain a large proportion of the crude 
oils processed, have continued to be on a most friendly basis.

“ The new agreement with the Texas Petroleum Co., to which 
I made reference last year, has operated satisfactorily and assists 
in the provision of additional quantities of crude oil necessary 
to yield products required in our expanding business. Some 
additional processing has been undertaken for other concerns to 
assist in correcting the position created by the nationalization 
of oil in Persia. The completion of our refinery modernization 
scheme in Trinidad will materially strengthen our ability to 
supply the needs of all our marketing areas, and will provide the 
sterling area with the most modern refinery in this important 
strategic position.

Research and Development

“ During the past year our research activities have continued 
to contribute to the successful development of new processes 
and products. It is our aim to utilize the raw materials present 
in our crude oil for the manufacture of higher priced products, 
which are required in ever increasing quantities in many in­
dustrial fields.

“ The production of raw materials for soapless detergents 
continued during the year, but a change in the type of product 
required by customers has made the manufacture of these 
materials unattractive. The recovery of sulphur from refinery 
gases has continued satisfactorily and it is proposed to extend 
this still further, so that we may make some contribution towards 
alleviating the world sulphur shortage.

“ The improvement in the production and quality of naph­
thenic acids referred to last year has been further extended. 
The board is considering, and hopes soon to complete, an arrange­
ment to facilitate the more active prosecution of our research 
and development work in the petro-chemical field.

Marketing

" The progress of the Regent Oil Co. in the marketing of our 
products has continued to be very satisfactory. This year has 
seen an interesting development in the marketing of motor 
spirit through the dealer in the United Kingdom, namely the 
development of exclusive representation whereby the dealer 
resells to the public motor spirit supplied by one company only- 
The support which the Regent Oil Co. has enjoyed from the 
dealer trade has been very considerable, and I would again like 
to take this opportunity, as I did last year, of expressing the 
company’s appreciation of this ever growing support, which is 
evident to all by the steadily increasing number of Recent 
dealers throughout the United Kingdom.

“ The continued necessity for Government control has not 
yet, I am sorry to say, made it possible to offer to the public 
‘Regent ’ brands of petrol. Good progress has also been made 
by the Regent Oil Company in the sales of its products in the 
industrial, agricultural and marine markets.

“ I would like to take this opportunity of paying a special 
tribute to our partners, the California Texas Corporation, for 
the splendid co-operation they have afforded us at all times in 
the development of the Regent Oil Co. Our relations and good 
understanding with them give both confidence and pleasure to 
all concerned.

"Marketing continued to expand in the Caribbean area 
through the medium of our subsidiary and associated companies.

Shipping

"All the company’s shipping requirements during the year 
have been adequately met through the medium of our subsidiary 
Regent Petroleum Tankship Co., Ltd. Of the two new chartered 

tankers to which I made reference last year, the Regent Caribou 
is now in service and the Regent Springbok has been launched 
and is expected to be in service by the end of 1951. During the 
year the company placed an order for a 14,500 ton deadweight 
tanker for delivery at the end of 1953.

" Recently Trinidad Leaseholds (Canada) Ltd. completed the 
acquisition of the assets of Canada West Drilling Co., a drilling 
and producing company established in the Leduc area. The 
examination of other propositions is actively in hand with a 
view to acquiring oil production which will satisfy our require­
ments for this market. The volume of trade handled by our 
subsidiary company in Canada expanded, accompanied by a 
further improvement in service to the public.

" Trinidad Northern Areas Limited, in which we are equal 
partners with the Shell and Anglo-Iranian groups, completed the 
drilling and testing of a cretaceous test well in the central range 
area, but the well was unfortunately not successful in finding 
oil. It is intended that a geophysical survey of the company’s 
marine concessions in the Gulf of Paria shall be carried out with 
a view to locating submarine structures suitable for marine 
drilling.

Trinidad Government

“ It is satisfactory to note that during their first year of office, 
the new Ministers of Government, under the able chairmanship 
of the Governor, Sir Hubert Rance, have demonstrated their 
awareness of the grave responsibilities which have been placed 
in their hands.

“ They appreciate that oil is the mainstay of the general 
economy of the island, and consequently, it is hoped, realize 
the need for a healthy and progressive oil producing and refining 
industry under private enterprise which can compete successfully 
with other major producing countries of the world.

“ In addition to this appreciation, it is hoped Government will 
give tangible recognition to the needs of the oil industry, not 
only by moderation in taxation and other imposts so as to 
enable it to develop and compete in world markets, but also by 
showing a broad and sympathetic understanding of the problems 
of development, both technical and financial, of this essential 
industry, as has been shown by Government in the case of new 
industries under the Pioneer Industries Ordinance.

It is hoped, too, that they will press forward with their 
schemes for the provision of services and social amenities in the 
south of the island on a comparable basis with those of the 
north, and in particular will implement their promise to provide 
a suitable technical college. . . .

Staff and Labour

“ The terms of the new agreement concluded in 1950 with 
the Oilfield Workers Trades Union have been faithfully observed 
and the year has been free from labour disturbance. Uneasiness 
has, however, since arisen on account of the rising cost of living 

Trinidad, which has become especially marked since devalua- 
P®11- ame^ora^e hardship arising from this cause, the oil 
industry has recently made an ex gratia adjustment in wage 
allowances. ...

A three-year scholarship was awarded by the company to a 
West Indian on the staff of the research laboratory to enable 
him to obtain his degree in general science at the University 
College of the West Indies in Jamaica. At the end of the year 
under review candidates were being examined in preparation 

<*2® ayard °f the second of these scholarships.
During the year additional housing facilities were provided 

tor our staff and employees in Trinidad."

Trinidad Oil Industry
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd. For the month of 
ovember production of crude oil and casing-head 

gasoline amounted to 268,285 barrels.
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. Produc­

tion tor the five weeks ended December 3rd was 508,960 
barrels.

Tnmdad Petroleum Development Co., Ltd. The 
cr~ . ?T ?utPut for November was 249,430 barrels.

4asehold$, Ltd. For the month of 
am mint 2« production, from own fields only,
amounted to 503,725 barrels.
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Colonial Appointments West Indian Passenger List

“Decent promotions, transfers, and new appointments 
in the Colonial Service include the following :—

Aitken, R. (Superintendent of Prisons, British Honduras), 
Deputy Director of Prisons, Jamaica.

Bourne, J. A. V. (Senior Inspector of Taxes, British Guiana), 
Deputy Commissioner of Income Tax, British Guiana.

Byer, M. A., M.B., Ch.B., M.P.H. (Senior Medical Officer, St. 
Lucia) Medical Officer, Grade B, Health Department, Trinidad.

Davidge, F. E. F. (Head Teacher, Out Islands School, 
Bahamas), Technical Master, Technical School for Boys, 
Bahamas. _ . ,

Domaingue, F. G., M.B., B.S., D.T.M.&H., D.A. (Medical
Officer, Mauritius), Specialist (Anaesthetist), Mauritius.

Fawkes, M. A., M.B., D.P.H. (Medical Officer, Grade B, 
Trinidad), Venereal Disease Specialist, Trinidad.

Hill, F. B. (Executive Engineer, P.W.D., Jamaica), Super­
intending Engineer, P.W.D., Jamaica. .

House, J. A. (Engineer, Post Office, British Guiana), Assistant 
Controller (Engineering), Telecommunications Dept., Federation

Lloyd, J. E. S. (Administrative Assistant, Jamaica), Assistant 
Secretary, Jamaica. . . . . .__ ,

Lynch, E. S. S. (Administrative Assistant, Jamaica), Assistant 
^E^^A^Se^ Clerk, General Clerical Service, Trinidad), 

^Rubie^AT5. (Assistant Engineer, Grade I, P.W.D., Jamaica),

J-aica), Assistant

^T^So^L^Assistant Labour Commissioner, Mauritius), 

Labour Commissioner, Mauritius. Trinidad)
Thomas, W. G. (Education Officer, Grade Ia, Innidaaj, 

Education Officer, Nigeria. . . -Rri+UhWickham, D. L. B. (Senior District Commissioner British 
Guiana), Commissioner for Local Government, British Guiana.

New Appointments
Adamson, Miss A. F„ Assistant Matron British Honduras. 
RAoiwr C C Probation Officer, Bermuda.
George’, w 'a. S„ M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, British

HOo"connelL, Miss E„ Temporary Nursing Sister, General 

Engineer, Works and Hydraulics

Dept-. Trinidad. Assistant Mechanical Engineer (Loco-

British Guiana.

Barbados Sugar Levy

Resulting from an agreement Workers’
cn„ar Producers’ Federation and the Barbados Woncers uSSwas recently passedI to imposespecial 

lew on locally produced sugar and fancy molasses.
The Bill provides that the industry shall make an 

additional contribution of $1 80 per ton cd sugar to be 

allocated to the Labour Welfare Fund m 1951, 1W 
and 1953, whenever the crop exceeds the average ot

X“.* for a red«.™
cess of $6.00 per ton payable to the Fr ee: StaMt 
Fund, whenever total production should_ exceed th 
equivalent of 120,000 tons of sugar, by 60 cents per to 
if the crop is below the average of the previous 
veam and bv $1-20 per ton if the crop exceeds that 
average, Ind the increase by an equivalent £
the existing cess of $2.40 per ton payable to the Labour 

Welfare Fund.

Fyffes Line
Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S.

Gracie), Avonmouth, November 17th :—
Miss D. Alston 
Mrs. L. R. Anderson 
Mrs. T. E. Anderson 
Miss E. S. Arboine 
Mr. S. Barrett 
Misses L. & S. Beccles 
Mr. S. H. Brooker 
Mrs. Broomfield 
Mr. J. E. Brown 
Mr. A. Castelberg 
Mrs. J. G. Coley 
Miss E. Davis 
Miss C. Dunkley 
Miss O. A. Edwards 
Mr. E. H. Foster 
Mrs. P. E. Francis 
Mr. E. W. Francis

Miss G. P. Gaye 
Mr. I. A. Gordon 
Mrs. I. G. Gordon 
Mr. P. Green 
Mrs. J. M. Hale-Coleman 
Miss L. V. Kopple 
Mr. R. L. Kirkwood 
Miss I. G. Larmond 
Mr. S. R. Lewis 
Mr. E. L. Linton 
Mrs. R. M. Malcolm 
Miss E. McCalla 
Mrs. A. B. McCallum 
Miss G. McPherson 
Miss H. L. Nelson 
Mrs. L. C. Nurse 
Miss J. Rankine

Miss I. T. Reid 
Mrs. E. Rosado 
Misses A. & R. Rosado 
Miss M. H. Rowe 
Mrs. H. J. Rudon 
Miss J. W. Rudon 
Mr. W. S. Smith 
Mrs. J. E. Walcott 
Mrs. L. Walker 
Miss I. M. Wallace 
Mr. E. J. Wallen 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Webb 
Miss R. G. Webb 
Miss I. P. Webber 
Miss D. G. Weldon 
Miss H. M. Whittick

Home arrivals from Trinidad and Barbados, in s.s Golfito 
(Captain S. A. Sapsworth), Southampton, November 19th

Mr. & Mrs. R. Armorer 
Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Bridge 
Miss G. C. Bridge 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Brown 
Mrs. G. L. Brown 
Miss G. M. Brownbill 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Bullen 
Mrs. B. Cann 
Mrs. E. P. Cann 
Miss R. Cann 
Mr. D. J. Cannon 
Mrs. M. A. Fearnside 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Gardiner

Miss H. M. Challenor 
Mrs. S. G. Fowles 
Mrs. P. A. Horlock 
Mrs. J. E. Leacock

Trinidad

Major & Mrs. Hargreave 
Miss S. M. Hargreave 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Holding 
Mrs. M. Hope 
Miss A. Hope 
Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Irish 
Miss P. A. Irish 
Mr. B. K. Johnson 
Mrs. A. A. Larkins 
Mr. W. F. McBride 
Mrs. L. P. McShine 
Mr. D. L. Maharaj

Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Martin 
Mr. F. Melville 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Mitchell 
Miss A. B. Morris 
Mr. E. A. Rees 
Ft./Sgt. R. Richardson 
Mr. B. L. Shaw 
Mr. R. J. Skinner 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Thompson 
Misses Thompson (3) 
Mrs. V. G. Wilde 
Mrs. C. M. Wilkins

Barbados 
Misses E. & A. Leacock 
Mr. & Mrs. F. H. Manifold 
Miss S. C. Malone 
Mr. G. G. Page

Mr. A. F. Russell 
Mrs. H. D. Spencer 
Mr. W. G. Wyer

Sailings to Jamaica, in s.s. Ariguani (Captain G. S. Gracie) 
Avonmouth, November 24th :—

Mrs. R. E. De GexMr. H. E. Alderman 
Mrs. D. Alonso 
Miss C. E. Atkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Balderamos 
Mrs. A. M. Barneby 
Miss R. N. Barrow 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry 
Miss C. Birmingham 
Mr. A. M. Bloomfield 
Mrs. Browning
Rev. & Mrs. R. Campbell 
Rev. & Mrs. M. Carrick 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Child 
Mrs. C. Cochrane 
Mrs. J. Coppinger

Mr. & Mrs. O. A. Flynn 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Foley 
Miss D. M. Frame 
Miss D. L. Fuzzy 
Mrs. M. T. Habbijam 
Mr. E. P. Hill 
Mr. J. D. Holliman 
Mrs. M. V. Huddle 
Mr. M. C. Hutson 
Mr. & Mrs. D. W. Kyle 
Mrs. E. Landsberg 
Miss W. E. Langdon 
Mrs. B. J. Lowery 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Macy

Sailings to the West Indies, in s.s. 
Sapsworth), November 30th _ 

r - - - ' a -i___ Vfv AMrs TMr. & Mrs. C. E. Achong
Mrs. H. M. Adams 
Mrs. I. Belt 
Major & Mrs. C. J.

Bettencourt-Gomes 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Black 
Mrs. B. S. Boyce 
Mrs. G. Brooks 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Buchanan 
Miss J. M. Buchanan 
Dr. E. G. Caira 
Mrs. I. E. Campbell 
Mrs. M. C. Canning 
Miss E. B. Cox 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Craike 
Mr. H. O. Culhane 
Mrs. P. M. D’Aguiar 
Misses P. & M. D’Aguiar 
Mrs. H. C. Dallmeyer 
W/Cdr. & Mrs. P. F-

De Froberville
Mrs. M. De Nobriga 
Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Dias

Rev. & Mrs. H. O.
McConnell 

Mr. R. J. Meadows 
Miss V. M. Menzies 
Mrs. A. E. Moodie 
Mr. F. L.

O’Connor-McCarthy 
Mrs. J. L. Royes 
Mr. C. A. Smith 
Miss P. M. Snow 
Col. G. L. Stratton 
Miss K. F. Vernon 
Mr. A. H. Waddams 
Mr. J. Whitaker

Golfito (Captain S. A.

Mr. & Mrs. T. O. Dowding 
Cdr. G. F. Dugdale 
Miss S. M. Edghill
Mrs. O. M. Forbes 
Miss J. E. Gooding 
Mrs. M. P. Gow 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Gordon 
Mr. J. W. Gregory 
Miss M. Hale 
Dr. P. Hamarayan 
Mrs. M. D. Harrison
Mr. E. J. Hatt 
Miss K. C. Hawkins 
Cdr. & Mrs. N. Holbrook 
'' & Mrs. H. Homer 
«u. & Mrs. J. M. Imrie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. D. Jardine 

& Mrs. W. Johnson

Mr.
Mr.

Dr.
Mr. & Mrs. R. Jordan
Mrs. A. Loader
Mrs V. B. MacGillivray 
Mr. R. T. McClung 
Mrs. F. S. Millar

Mr. F. W. Milling 
Mr. R. J. Noal 
Mr. C. R. Obermüller 
Mr. W. C. Pakeman 
Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Paul 
Mr. E. W. Pollard 
Mrs. D. Roberts 
Miss G. K. Sahli 
Miss M. E. Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Schipper 
Major F. H. Scovil 
Mr. G. V. Sharpe 
Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Sisnett 
Mrs. E. D. Smellie 
Mrs. A. Spatz 
Mr. E. M. Thomson 
Misses D. & H. Thorne 
Mrs. D. A. Thurston 
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Waters 
Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Webber 
Mrs. L. V. White 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Wylie

Royal Netherlands Steamship Co.
“ . . rtr.-l. Tediar in <s Q Cotticii from the West Indies, in s.s. Cottica (Captain 

Home arrivals ^p^^h, November 19th
N. F. M. van Deun), ’ id Miss L. E. Phillips
Mr. D. Bristol Mr J R- Rawlings
Mr. N. Douglas JJr. S. Misir R j Vaughan
Mr. E. Hartley ss WiHemstad

Home arrivals from plymouth,’ November 19th
(Captain W. Chr. V. D. Burgj, y Mr. & Mrs p Rlley 
Mr. J. B. Alexander Mr. & Mrs. D. ^on-ngh & Mrs. j. Rombouts 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Bell
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The Markets
December 7th, 1951

QTOCKS AND SHARES. The latest prices 
X? year ago are shown below :—

and those of a

Divide 
Latest 

2$ 
3$

ad for 
year
Consols 
War Loan.....................................’

Latest 
Quotation 

601 62$xd
791 811

Price
Dec. 8th, 1950
70 72xd
931 941

25 
10
*3

♦30 
8

*9$ 
6
4 
8$ 
6

*7$ 
15
10 
12$ 
10

*171 
*4 
20

♦14 
*161

5$ 
7Ì 
si 
5
6

Angostura Bitters..........................
Angostura Bitters Par. Pref. 
Antigua Sugar Factory ..............  
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields 5/- 
Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) “A” ... 
Booker Bros. McConnell 10/— 
Booker Bros. McConnell 6% Pref. 
British Guiana Cons. Gold 2/— 
Caroni Ltd. 2/- ..........................
Caroni Ltd. 6% Pref........................  
Jamaica Sugar Estates 2/6 
Kern Oil Co. 3/4
Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt 10/— 
Premier Consolidated Oilfields Co. 
Royal Bank of Canada $10 
St. Kitts (London) Sugar ... 
Ste. Madeleine Sugar
Trinidad Central Oilfields 10/— 
Trinidad Leaseholds 5/- ...
Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 5/- ."
Trinidad Pet. Dev. Co. 51% Pref. 
Trinidad Sugar Estates 5/- 
United British Oilfields 6/8 
West Indies Sugar............... ...
West Indies Sugar 6% Pref. '' '

*Free of Income Tax. f

57/6 62/6xd
32/6 35/—xd
14/6 15/6
48/9 51/3
43/- 47/-
33/9 36/3
22/6 25/-

1/9 2/3
2/6 3/-

19/6 21/6
4/3 5/3

11/9 12/9
25/6 27/6
2/— 3/-

215/- 235/—
62/6 65/-
17/- 19/—
19/6 21/6
30/- 31/-xd
35/- 37/6
21/9 22/9

5/3 5/9
26/9 27/9
20/6 22/6
21/3 23/9

£1 shares.

73/9 
35/— 
13/6 
35/71 
42/- 
31/- 
23/9

1/6
2/9

18/9
4/9
9/9

42/6
-/6 

215/—
57/6 
16/- 
20/— 
21/10$ 
23/1$ 
22/—
5/- 

21/9 
22/6 
21/3

78/9xd 
37/6xd 
14/6 
38/1$ 
46/—xd 
33/—xd 
26/3xd
2/-
3/3

21/3
5/9

10/9
45/-f

1/6 
235/- 
62/6 
17/- 
21/6 
24/4$ 
25/7$ 
23/—
6/- 

22/9 
24/6 
23/9

Cocoa. During the past month prices have fluctuated con­
siderably. Trinidad first marks are now quoted at 255/- per 
50 kilos, f.o.b., and plantation at 245/-. Grenada fine estates 
are offered at 250/- per 50 kilos f.o.b. Buyers are now showing 
a little more interest in the market. Heavy rains in Trinidad 
have retarded the crop.
• H?ney c^nues quiet and buyers show little interest in stocks 
in the U.K. There appears to be no Jamaica available for 
shipment until next crop.

Pimento. Prices are unchanged at 221/- c.i.f. and 1/11| per 
lb. ex wharf London. No business has been reported recently.

Ginger is an extremely quiet market for Jamaica descriptions. 
Ln, potations are 440/- per cwt. ex wharf for No. 3 grade, 
450/- for No. 2, and 460/- for No. 1. A small business is reported 
in new crop ginger, and rhatoon is quoted at 385/- per cwt. 
c.i.f., and No. 3 grade at 390/- c.i.f.

Nutmegs. Business is very quiet. Defectives continue to 
on- 2/0^ per lb. c.i.f., sound unassorted at 3/1 and
»0 s at 3/9. Ex wharf prices are 2/3 for defectives and 3/4 for 
sound unassorted.

Mace remains quiet and prices are unchanged at 8/8 per lb. 
c.i.f for whole blade and 7/8 for No. 1 pickings. The lower 
grades are quoted at from 4/- to 6/6 per lb. ex wharf according 
to quality. 6

SUGAR. The Board of Trade 
follows :—

Returns for October are as

Imports of Unrefined tons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Australia ...
Fiji .............. :::

Month 
1950 
3,798 

18,900 
16,386

of October 
1951

33,877 
9,554

January-October
1950 1951

14,915 19,775
123,820 185,758
186,517 145,359

British West Indies ..............
British Guiana..............
Other Commonwealth Countries

9,456 
1,084

22,121
9,131

296,908 
55,082

275,782
67,427

Cuba 
Hayti 108,166 49,163 588,148 841,716
Dominican Republic ..............
Mexico — 35,484 379,349 431,830
Peru — —— —
Other Foreign Countries — 8,924 11,215 48,291

Total..........................

Consumption 
Refined ..

157,790 168,254 1,655,954 2,015,938
Month of September J anuary-September

Unrefined... ... 198,434
4,821

190,775
22

1,732,686
28,245

1,729,717
Total.......................... 198,436 195,996 1,732,708 1,757,962

Stocks (end of September) 
Home Grown Beet 
Imported Refined 27,750 12,450
Imported Unrefined 174,800 478,300

Total ... 202,550 678,650

RUM. The Board of 
follows :—

Trade Returns for October are as

Imports proof gallons
Union of South Africa ...
Mauritius
Jamaica ...
Trinidad ...
British Guiana ...
Other Commonwealth Countries
Foreign Countries

Month of October
1950 1951

129,183 142,101
— 340,729

283,752 344,075
223,899 356,934
172,881 158,480
62,206 86,149
21,935 108

J anuary-October
1950 1951

1,046,707 1,015,361
679,708 2,578,984

2,271,696 1,861,208
744,882 1,329,892

1,744,378 1,318,328
263,919 542,011
22,451 4,880

Total........................... 893,856 1,428,576 6,773,741 8,650,664
Exports

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of September)

55,035 
Month of 

128,528 
12,737,000

76,472 
September

99,293 
14,859,000

468,645 532,389
J anuary-September

1,101,769 1,020,761

COCOA. The Board 
follows :—

of Trade Returns for October are as

Imports..................................cwts.
Sierra Leone
Gold Coast
Nigeria
British West Indies
Other Commonwealth Countries
French West and Equatorial 

Africa...........
Brazil
Other Foreign Countries

Month of October 
1950 1951

1 —
1 23,970

— 22,745
153 4,640
200 1,300

1,203 —
24 —

January-October
1950 1951

24,174 13,294
1,103,042 1,020,938

543,907 735,036
68,896 62,940
16,773 19,887

165,133 24,213
483,583 43,268

168 6,188
Total ... 1,582 52,655 2,405,676 1,925,764

Exports ...

Consumption ...
Stocks (end of September)

7,607 30,901
Month of September

8,641 109,305
6,000 519,000

90,084 137,165
J anuary-September

2,319,325 1,231,403

British Beet Sugar

Record Crops in 1950
the 15th annual ordinary general meeting of 

British Sugar Corporation, Ltd., held in London on 
November 20th, the chairman, Sir Alan Saunders 
reported that the 1950 beet crop was the largest in 
total tonnage ever grown in the United Kingdom, while 
production of roots per acre was 17| per cent higher 
on average than in any previous year.
_ ¿onnase of roots delivered to factories was
5,216,282 a figure 694,142 tons higher than the previous 
record yield of 4,522,140 tons in 1946. Production of 
roots per acre averaged 12.81 tons—almost two tons 
per acre higher than ever before. The crop was grown 
by 41,000 farmers on just over 407,000 acres, an average 
of nearly 10 acres per grower.

Production of sugar amounted to 704,505 tons, of 
which 374,207 tons was white sugar and 330,298 tons 
raw sugar. 213,000 tons of molasses were produced, 
338,000 tons of dried sugar-beet pulp, and an estimated 
quantity of about 4,000,000 tons of green leaves and 
crowns.

Capital expenditure during the year was /I 805 000 
exceeding the amount spent in the previous year bv 
some ¿700,000 and. being higher than in any year since 
the formation of the Corporation. The installation of 
new equipment going forward includes automatic 
controls and labour-saving devices in order to reduce 

lab?ur requirements which, during the 
past three years, have been reduced by 1,650 men

The value as a dollar saver nf th/ o nen;
”>■ esiunated TS

slightly above averagl1^1 meetmg were for a yield
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