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The Sugar Duties and Preference.

FROM the Press messages received regarding the 
tour of the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in the West Indies, it is 

very evident that the fears which were expressed m 
some quarters that Mr. Edward Wood would 
only hear the official side of West Indian ques­
tions, have, as we anticipated, proved to be alto­
gether groundless. During twelve days spent in 
Jamaica, he appears to have visited practically 
every part of the island, and to have acquainted 
himself through personal intercourse with the 
wishes and requirements of all classes of the com­
munity. With the political questions brought be­
fore his notice it is not for us to deal, and it must 
suffice here to record that Mr. Wood listened with 
sympathy and interest to the views embodying the 
legitimate aspirations of the people, which were 
submitted to him by various organisations and 

individuals. It is stated that the representatives 
of commerce in the island urged Mr. Wood to se­
cure the reduction of the sugar duties in the 
United Kingdom; but we hardly believe that they 
could have done this without adding a proviso 
that any reduction of duty should not deprive the 
colonial producers of the advantage which their 
products enjoy under the present preferential 
tariff. The need for this should be obvious. 
There is no provision in the Preferential Tariff of 
the United Kingdom that the amount of preferen­
tial advantage given to sugar shall not amount 
to less than it is at present, and if our friends in 
Jamaica have been correctly reported, it would 
appear that they have overlooked the fact that, as 
the law now stands, a reduction in the duty would 
involve a reduction of the amount of protection 
afforded to sugar from British sources over foreign 
sugar. At the present moment, the Import Duty 
in the United Kingdom on sugar of 98 deg. pola­
risation and over, is 2|d. per lb., or £25 13s. 4d. 
per ton, and the preferential advantage enjoyed 
by sugar of the same polarisation from British 
sources amounts to £4 5s. 6|d. per ton. If a 
reduction in the duty were to be made with a view 
to stimulating consumption, it would have to be 
substantial, or, say, one of at least Id. per lb. 
This would reduce the duty on foreign sugar to 
£16 6s. 8d., and the value of the preference to 
£2 14s. 5|d. per ton. The colonial producer of 
sugar sending his produce to the home market 
would, therefore, lose over £1 Ils. per ton of his 
protection against his foreign competitor. It is, 
however, extremely improbable that a reduction 
of Id. p’er lb. would stimulate consumption to a 
greater extent than it has already been stimulated 
by comparatively low prices. In 1913 the popu­
lation of the United Kingdom was 46,000,000, the 
consumption of sugar 1,730,411 tons, and the 
Import Duty on 98 deg. sugars and oyer, 
£1 16s. 8d. per ton. In 1920, the consumption 
was only 1,105,482 tons, with a duty of 
£25 13s. 4d., but that this low consumption was 
due to extremely high prices which obtained m 
1920, and not to the high duty, is shown by the 
experiences of 1921. With a population of 
47,200,000, or only 2| per cent, above that of 
1913, the estimated consumption for that year 
has been 1,420,000 tons, although the duty was 
the same as it was in 1920, and further evidence 
of the increase in consumption brought about by 
the lower bond value of sugar is indicated by the 
fact that the consumption of the last six months 
of 1921 was 160,000 tons greater than that of the 
first six months. Everything now points to the con­
sumption, even at the present rate of duty, which
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is fourteen times what it was in 1913, rapidly re­
verting to the pre-war figure. This increase is 
being effected by natural causes, which still leave 
the colonial sugar producer in possession of the 
substantial advantage which the duty at the pre­
sent rate gives him. Is he prepared to drop the 
substance of a tariff preference amounting to 
£4 5s. 6|d. per ton for the smaller preference 
of, say, £2 14s. 5|d. per ton, and the shadow 
of increased consumption in the United Kingdom 
which could in no circumstances hardly be suffi­
ciently great seriously to affect the world’s market 
price ? The answer must, we feel, be in the nega­
tive. It must be remembered that before the 
war the per caput sugar consumption of the 
United Kingdom was already high—in 1913 it 
was 841b. per head—and although it had sunk to 
521b. in 1920, last year it had risen to 671b. Much 
absorption of sugar, therefore, from increased con­
sumption, must not be looked for in the United 
Kingdom. It is not unreasonable, therefore, to 
suppose that the representatives of commerce in 
Jamaica must have been misreported. As the 
customs tariff of the United Kingdom stands at 
present, it is obviously to the interest of West In­
dian sugar producers who may wish to avail them­
selves of it, that the sugar duties should not be 
reduced. We would, however, welcome a reduc­
tion if, instead of the preferential rate being as 
at present, one-sixth of the duty without any 
minimum, a guarantee were given that the actual 
value of the preference should not be less than it 
is at present.

THE CANADIAN CABINET.

The new Canadian Ministry, the members of 
yhich were sworn in at Ottawa on December 29th 
is as follows :—
Prime Minister and Minis­

ter of External Affairs
Minister of Finance
Minister of Justice
Minister of Railways
Minister of Militia, De­

fence, and Naval Affairs
Minister of Marine 

Fisheries
Minister of Trade and 

Commerce
Postmaster-General
Minister of Labour
Minister of Customs and 

Excise
Minister of Agriculture
Minister of the Interior and 

Mines
Minister of Public Works 
Sol ici tor-General

"1 Mr. W. L. Mackenzie

J King.
Sir Lom er Gouin.
Mr. W. S. Fielding.
Mr. William Kennedy.

J Mr. George P. Graham. 

y Mr. Ernest Lapointe.

J Mr. James Robb. .

Mr. Charles Murphy. 
Mr. James Murdock.

Mr. Jacques Bureau.

Mr. W. R. Motherwell.

Mr. Charles Stewart.

Hewit Bostock.Mr.
Mr. D. D. McKenzie.Messrs. John E. Sinclair ta ............... ■ -*

Ministry. memoers of the Laurier

OUR CALENDAR FOR 1922.
An Historic Episode Recalled.

With the present issue, “ The West India 
Committee Circular Calendar ” is posted to 
members of The West India Committee. The 
Calendar this year is embellished with a reproduc­
tion in colours of a rare engraving acquired re­
cently by the Committee, to which it i. i 
This engraving, which is by B. Dodd, after a 
painting from his own brush, and is dated Octo 
ber 2nd, 1790, depicts an episode during the me­
morable meeting of the Bounty for which The West 
India Committee ivas indirectly responsible, since 
it was as a result of the representations of that his­
toric body that Bligh was sent to the South Seas 
to collect specimens of the bread-fruit tree and 
mangosteen, with a view to their introduction into 
the British West Indies.

An account of the circumstances which led up 
to the expedition, the settlement of Pitcairn Is­
land by the mutineers (whose descendants live there 
to this day), and of Bligh’s subsequent voyage 
in the Providence, having appeared in these 
columns in May last,* there will be no need to 
repeat it here. It may, however, be of interest 
to give the inscription on the plate which depicts 

the mutineers turning Lieut. Bligh and part of 
the officers and crew adrift from His Majesty’s 
sblP the Bounty.” After the above line it runs 
as follows To the West India Planters and 
Merchants, on whose benevolent representation 
to Government the expedition for transporting the

Tree to Hands
m the West India s was undertaken, this Print is 
ÍZh U ¿ ,nSCTlbed by ^r most obedient and 
very humble servant.—-B. B. Evans.”

Lieut. Bligh, having compleated a collection .J i< tc 
fine Bread Fruit plants, sat sail from Otavite the 

aUd °n the ^h, before sun

fetdesVwh£ aS ’ aS °IT’’ \R"'" 3 

scanty allowance after endeavouring in'^ »"'th th'S 
a greater supply at Tofon Jl g • a\n to Procuro 
attempt one Man kiíkíí h v H ° 
unprecedented abstinence and r^ohit;”31’'tbey by 
under divine provided fo^^
selves no more than about i oz of'hr<i? * them- 
pmt of water occasionally n r J an<1 a '* oi a
oz. of Pork pr X ¿r"d’av ™
miles in this open ho-it J? ’ ?-1 ftcr traversmg ^6i8 
rain and a teX^o’ " ’"«ssantly exposed to 
Where they were hospitabív treat' 1 7ach<:,, Timor, 
Governor—vide I t Blkb’- x re*1«*1 by the Dutch 
Of the Lords C™„is >>-V order

The Wcqt Lwi; n . °' t,lc Adnuraltrv ” <ic ).
kind which has keplTits^iÍB6 ’• °nly b°dy of its 
rate. It is honed at pre-war
preciation of this by makFna^ro W‘r thC'r ap’ 
modest amount which ¿"a™ d"P P°y”>ent of the
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ This time no like ’fore time.” 
* * *

Mr. Jack Culmer, of the Bahamas, is engaged 
in compiling an anthology of West Indian verse.

•* * *
Recently a Canadian Pacific train carried 

165,000 bushels of wheat. It consisted of 110 cars, 
and occupied a mile of the line.

* * *
The Merchants’ Bank of Canada is to be ab­

sorbed by the Bank of Montreal, which will thus 
become the largest banking institution either in 
Canada or the United States.

* * *
Not one banana has entered Australia from Fiji, 

it is stated, since the Commonwealth increased her 
duties on that fruit in pursuance of her policy of 
being “self-contained.”

* * *
Mr. A. D. C. Adamson has left St. Kitts, for 

which island he was an Hon. Correspondent of The 
West India Committee, in order to resume the 
management of Jolly Hill Estate, Antigua, belong­
ing to Mr. T. E. Peters.

* * *
Mr. S. R. Beard, M.I.C.E., left England on 

December 3rd for Nassau to take up the appoint­
ment of Harbour Engineer for the Bahamas. Mr. 
Beard’s previous experience has been mainly in 
Ceylon and the Gold Coast.

* * *
A concession to establish an oil fuel depot at 

Kingston, Jamaica, has been applied for from the 
Jamaica Government by an English Company, who 
propose to keep hulks with oil m the harbour, with 
which to supply oil-burning ships, as well as cater 
for the local trade.

* * *
The Circular has been taken to task for giving 

the size of the Empress of Britain as 22,000 tons. 
It is true that that is her displacement and not 
her gross tonnage, which is 15,875 tons, but never­
theless, she will be the biggest passenger steamer 
that has ever visited the West Indies.

* * *
A correspondent writes to inform us that Mr. 

Arthur Wakefield, whose death was recorded in last 
Circular, joined the Colonial Bank in London in 
1869, res:gning on pension in January, 1912, and 
that during his term of office he filled the position 
of manager of the St. Vincent and St. Kitts 
branches.

* * *
In a recent interview with a representative of the 

Manchester Guardian, Professor Maxwell-Lefroy is 
reported to have said that the boll-weevil had 
reached the West Indian cotton fields. This, we 
have every reason to believe, is not the case, the 
boll-worm being the pest which is causing so much 
anxiety in the West Indies.

Messrs. Blair, Campbell & McLean, the well- 
known sugar machinery manufacturers, have issued 
an attractive catalogue devoted to evaporating 
plant. The Multiplex and Simplex Patent Film 
Evaporators manufactured by this firm are fully 
described and illustrated in its pages, as are many 
other types of evaporating plant.

* * *
A recent development of much interest to agri­

culturists in Wales, says the Fertiliser and Feeding- 
Stuff s Journal, is the establishment of a plant 
breeding station in connection with the University 
College of Wales. The work of the station, which 
owes its origin to the generosity of Sir Lawrence 
Philipps, Bart., will be mainly research, with the 
object of producing improved production, with per­
sistent, and hardy strains of the most important 
grasses and clovers.

* * *
The production of beet sugar is being developed 

in Japan, in the Hokkaido district and in Korea, 
factories being in course of construction or in opera­
tion. Plantation whites are also being produced in 
Formosa on a small scale, white sugar gradually 
superseding yellows and browns in Japan, as they 
are in China. As an indication of Japan’s desire 
to control the sugar industry of the Far East, the 
Philippine Sugar Central and Planters’ News states 
that three factories in Java are now run by Japanese 
capital.

* * *
The quantity of cacao shipped to the United 

States from British possessions for the nine months 
ended September, 1921, was 46,242,971 lbs. from 
the British West Indies and 45,222,117 lbs. from 
British West Africa. For the corresponding periods 
of 1919 and 1920. the quantities were, British West 
Indies, 28,024,056 lbs. and 29,921,377 lbs.; and 
British West Africa, 114,277,133 lbs. and 77,570,930 
lbs. The supply from the British West Indies is 
thus increasing, and that from British West Africa 
diminishing.

* * *
At eventide on November 17th, a whale, which 

swam in from the Caribbean through the gap 
between the breakwaters protecting the entrance 
to the Panama Canal, grounded in shallow waters 
to the east of the Canal prism, about a quarter of a 
mile south of the Cristobal coaling plant. It was 
unable to extricate itself, and remained there, with 
the top of its head and most of its back showing 
above water. It was killed by machine-gun fire 
and bombed by aeroplanes. The Panama Canal 
Record states that the whale, which was a female, 
was 120ft. long, and weighed 125 tons.

* * *

It would be interesting to know, says the Man­
chester Guardian, whether the idea of extracting 
sugar from dahlia roots for new temperance drinks 
in prohibitionist America was suggested by obser­
vation of the behaviour of bees upon the dahlia 
flowers—especially the s'ngle varieties—in the 
autumn. Bees are generally more or less drowsy 
in the autumn, but, when found clinging to dahlia 
flowers, they have the appearance of being help-
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lessly intoxicated. Whether this is due to some­
thing in the honey or not has not, a correspondent 
says, been proved. But he has often, like a bene­
volent policeman, lifted them off the flowers on the 
garden scissors, feebly waving their legs in bemused 
but amiable protest.

* * *
The juice of the dahlia has a strong, peculiar 

odour, reminiscent of the taste of peroxide of hydro­
gen ; and if this quality permeates the sugar in any 
degree, it must remind one too hauntingly of the 
dentist’s chair to contribute a pleasant flavour to a 
“soft drink.” The dahlia is an American flower 
which came originally from Mexico, and was named 
after Andrew Dahl, the Swedish botanist—a pupil 
of Linnaeus. The first species brought into Eng­
land—a purple-flowered kind—arrived near the 
close of the eighteenth century, and an old name for 
it was Georgina pinnata—perhaps in honour of 
George III.

* * *
The Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association’s Ex­

periment Station is just in receipt of a colony of 
red spiders, whose principal article of diet in Aus­
tralia, whence they came, was partially developed 
leaf-hopper eggs. These interesting specimens, 
says Sugar, arrived by the steamer Makura. Before 
being released in the cane fields of the islands they 
will be kept under close observation for some time 
to ascertain whether their habits remain as good as 
they were upon leaving the land of their nativity.

the various insects continue to behave as they did 
while under the observation of Field Entomologist 
c. K. Pemberton, who discovered them, it is re­
ported that several diseases and blights that now 
attack sugar cane will be eliminated.

A” “T Christmas Dinner, presided over by 
the Hon. Secretary, has become one of the regular 
features of the activities of the West Indian Club 
This function was held in the newly-deeorated 
club rooms, Whitehall Court, with Captain F. C. 
Messum m the chair, on December 21st, when aii 
admirable musical programme was carried out bv 
professional artistes, engaged for the occasion. Sup 
portmg the toast of “ The Chairman,” which was 
prop°*ed m tdhng phrases by Dr. G. B. Mason, 
Mr. R. Rutherford paid a warm tribute to the

Which CaPtain Messnm had 
furthered the Club s interests, adding that to this 
was largely due its increasing prosperity and the 
successful revival of its social activities.

* * *
The success of the use of paper for “mulching” 

nt 01°^ sug"-°a« cultivation has been so great 
at Olaa plantation, m Hawaii, that another sugar 

“’a™1’ the Hil° Sugar Comply 
has entered into a contract with Olaa, where a plant 
has been installed for the manufacture of pawr

“ SUPP’y
acres. ±ne use of the paper not only protects thp 
soil from undue exposure to the sun, but also keeps 
down weeds Dean states also that the protectfen

Ht ( ? } ^ incrcased temperature resulting 
from, the paper causes increased hont ■ ,. . °
in the direction of the 

stated that the cost of cultivation is thus reduced 
36 per cent. It is difficult to understand how the 
paper stands the rainfall, which at Olaa and Hilo 
averages somewhere about 150 inches per annum.

* * *
In connection with sugar and coffee consumption 

in the United States, the Tea and Coffee Trades 
Journal states : “Since sugar is so necessary to our 
enjoyment of this popular beverage, it is obvious 
that a considerable part of all the sugar we con­
sume must find its way into the national coffee 
cup. The stupendous amount of 40,000,000,000 
cups of coffee is consumed in this country each 
year. Taking two teaspoonfuls or two lumps as 
a fair average per cup, we find that about 
800,000,000 pounds of sugar, almost one-tenth of 
our total annual consumption, are required to 
sweeten Uncle Sam’s coffee cup. This is specially 
significant when one considers that, with the single 
exception of Australia, the United States consumes 
more sugar per caput than any country on earth. 
Sugar adds high food value to the stimulative 
virtues of coffee. The beverage itself stimulates 
the mental and physical powers, while the sugar 
it contains is fuel for the body and furnishes it 
with energy. Sugar is such a concentrated food 
that the amount used by the average person in 
two cups of coffee is enough to furnish the system 
with more energy than could be derived from 40 
oysters on the half shell.”

It is a pity that so many personalities should be 
dragged into the discussions about representative 
government. Thus, Mr. W. H. Bishop, speaking 
at a meeting at the Souls in Purgatory Hall in 

r?cenntly» is reported to have said that 
The West India Committee was “The most rotten 
institution m the British Empire,” and to have 

rep°,rt of Sir Hcnry Norman in 
’ ^whatever that may mean) 

that The West India Committee was the greatest 
danger the Colony had to contend with,” this out­
burst being due to the supposition that the body 
^Presented (which it does not) an organisation in 
Trinidad with which the speaker had a bone to 
pick. We have searched the report of the Royal 
Commission m vain for this alleged statement, aiid 
have also consulted Sir Daniel Morris, one of the 
Commissioners, who writes : “I was out in the 

est Ind;es with the Royal Commission in 1897, 
and heard nothing either in Trinidad or elsewhere 
? °? ,The West India Committee.

the, is pure invention."
But the 2alu® Mr. Bishop’s statement may be 
Enn VCt that he alle^es while in 
London recently he saw in Hyde Park, “hundreds 
nolit^l th”£S’ of men discussing
political matters.” This is pure rubbish.

Trash P°T —1 lb. of fresh mutton, } lb. corned 
Mb" nV lb‘ P°tatoes’ 4 white eddoes
t lb. okros, 1 pint pigeon peas or mixed grain. 1 lb’ 

plenty of seasoning, 5 pints water, pepper

XX? Si. M “•
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NEW YEAR S HONOURS.

Mr. Hutson and Mr. Grindle knighted.

The New Year’s Honours List was published 
on January 2nd. Two names of outstanding in­
terest to readers of the Circular appearing in it 
were those of Mr. Eyre Hutson, C.M.G., and Mr. 
Gilbert E. A. Grindle, C.B., C.M.G., on both of 
whom the honour of Knighthood of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George is conferred.

Sir Eyre Hutson, who has been Governor of 
British Honduras since November 26th, 1918, was 
born in the West Indies. He entered the Colonial 
Civil Service in 1885 as Second Clerk to the Governor 
of the Leeward Islands. He was Private Secretary 
to Sir Charles C. Lees, successively Governor of 
Barbados, Mauritius, and British Guiana from 1887 
to 1895, and three years later he was appointed to 
serve in a similar capacity to Sir Augustus 
Hemming, Governor of Jamaica. In 1901 he pro­
ceeded to Bermuda as Colonial Secretary, remain­
ing there until 1908, when he was appointed Colo­
nial Secretary' of Fiji.

Sir Gilbert Grindle, who took a double first at 
Oxford as a Scholar of Corpus, of which College he 
was elected a Fellow in 1891, entered the Civil Ser­
vice as a Clerk in the Local Government Board. He 
was called to the Bar in 1895, and transferred to the 
Colonial Office in the following year. In Novem­
ber, 1898, he was made Private Secretary to Mr. 
Joseph Chamberlain, and since June 4th, 1916, he 
has been Assistant Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

Another honour of special interest is the honour 
of Knighthood conferred on Mr. Edward Packard, 
Aiderman and High Steward of Ipswich, and Presi­
dent of the Suffolk Chamber of Agriculture, who 
will be remembered as a Director of the New Colo­
nial Company with interests in British Guiana and 
Trinidad. Note should also be made of the fact 
that Mr. Edward Howard Marsh, C.B., C.M.G., 
Private Secretary to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, has been appointed Commander of the 
Royal Victorian Order.

To Sir Eyre Hutson, Sir Gilbert Grindle, Sir 
Edward Packard, and Mr. Edward Marsh, the 
Circular, on behalf of its readers, extends con­
gratulations.

Mr. T. Harrison Hughes, Senior Partner of 
Messrs. Thos. & Jas. Harrison, and a member of 
the Executive of The West India Committee, leaves 
for Barbados in the s.s. Ingoma on January 16th. 
It was Mr. Hughes who, at the earnest solicitations 
of The West India Committee, consented to fill the 
breach caused by the suspension of the direct Trans­
atlantic steamer service, by placing the s.s.’s Intaba 
and Ingoma on the route, two steamers which have 
since maintained a regular service between the 
United Kingdom and Barbados, Trinidad and 
Demerara, to the complete satisfaction of those who 
nave availed themselves of it. Mr. Harrison Hughes 
will make a stay of two months in the IVest Indies, 
and it is a foregone conclusion that he will be cor­
dially welcomed wherever he goes.

A NEW INDUSTRY FOR DOMINICA.

The Manufacture of Citric Acid.

The interesting news reaches The West India 
Committee Circular from Dominica to the effect 
that Messrs. L. Rose & Co., Ltd., who own the 
Bath and Emsall estates in that island, have re­
cently built a fine factory at Bath and equipped it 
with a modern plant for the manufacture of citric 
acid. The first shipment of the produce of this 
factory left the island in the Harrison “ Direct ” 
Line steamer Ingoma, on November 27th. Citric

Governor of British Honduras.

acid has never before been manufactured on a com­
mercial scale in the West Indies; for, hitherto, this 
important product has been made in the chemical 
factories in Europe and America from concentrated 
lime and lemon juices, and from citrate of lime. 
The first shipment, therefore, of citric acid crystals 
from Dominica is of considerable interest from an 
economic point of view, and it will, no doubt, cause 
a flutter in the hearts of chemical manufacturers 
in England and America. Great credit is due to 
Messrs. L. Rose & Co. for their enterprise in the 
matter, and they will, no doubt, reap the reward 
they richly deserve.

It is said that the Ingoma, which after loading 
for several days left for London direct, carried 
away the largest cargo that has ever left Dominica 
in one ship. The cargo consisted of raw lime juice, 
concentrated lime juice, citrate of lime, essential 
oils of lime, cassia fistula, cacao, fruit, and last, 
but not least, citric acid.
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THE SHIPPING REBATE SYSTEM.

The West India Committee’s Objections

The Executive of The West India Committee 
addressed the following letter to the Imperial Ship­
ping Committee on November 21st, in response to a 
request for their views regarding the present system 
of shipping rebates :—
Dear Sir,

With further reference to your letter, I.S.C. 384, 
of October 24th, I beg to inform you that the ques­
tion of shipping rebates was considered at a meet­
ing of my Executive held on Thursday last, 
November 17th, when I was instructed to convey 
to you the following replies to the five questions 
which you set out. They are as follows :— 
(a) What are the objections made aga:nst, and ad­

vantages claimed for, the deferred rebate sys­
tem ?

The Committee’s objection to the deferred 
rebate system is that it is designed to prevent 
shippers, by the threat of forfeiture of accu­
mulated unpaid rebates, from availing them­
selves of opportunities of shipping at low rates 
of freight by steamers which may be loaded in 
competition with the established lines. The 
advantages claimed for the system by the 
steamship lines are implied in question (b), 
the Committee’s reply to which is given below. 

(b) Can the regular, frequent, and efficient services 
which are requisite for Imperial trade be ob­
tained without any system of preference for 
regular customers ?

The Committee believe that regular, fre­
quent, and efficient services could be main­
tained without any system of preference for 
regular customers, such as is associated with
the idea of deferred rebates. The question 
seems to imply that it may be contended, and 
the Committee have no doubt that the Steam­
ship Companies do so argue, that they need to 
be protected against competition, and assured 
of the continued support of their regular cus­
tomers, in order to justify the capital outlay 
necessary to establish and maintain services 
as described. But the same argument might, 
with equal force, be used by any manufactur­
ing concern which has to instal and maintain 
expensive plant to enable it to secure and re­
tain its business. As a rule, such concerns 
have not in the past been able to procure im­
munity from competition, and when they have 
it has generally been recognised to be in re­
straint of trade, and not in the public interest.

I he legal prohibition of the deferred rebate 
system as appbed to steamers trading to the 
ports of the United States, the Commonwealth 
of Australia, and the Union of South Africa 
has not had the effect of depriving those ports 
of adequate steamship services.

(c) If not, are there alternatives preferable to the 
deferred rebate system ?

If the opinion given in the Committee’s reniv 
to question (b) Is We’l founded, question 
does not arise. ' '

(d) If no such system is necessary, or if there are 
preferable alternatives, should the rebate sys­
tem be made illegal ?

The Committee are of opinion that the rebate 
system should be made illegal, that legislation 
should provide safeguards against preference 
being given to shippers who contract to ship 
exclusively by established lines, and should 
protect those who do not so contract against 
being penalised by the shutting-out of their 
goods unnecessarily.

(e) If, on the other hand, some such system is 
necessary, and there are no preferable alterna­
tives to the deferred rebate system, can any 
measures be taken to remove any objectionable 
features ?

The Committee do not think that any such 
system as that under consideration is necessary. 

Their views, being fully set out above, my Com­
mittee do not consider it necessary to avail them­
selves of your invitation to nominate a witness to 
give evidence on the subject of shipping rebates 
in so far as it affects West Indian trade at the 
present juncture.

Yours obediently,
(Signed) Algernon Aspinall,

_ Secretary.

E.P.D. ARREARS.

An Important Concession.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, speaking at 
Newcastle on December 10th, outlined a new scheme 
for the payment of arrears of Excess Profits Duty. 
He said :—

to assisting industry in its present 
difficulty, I intend to propose to the House of Com­
mons, in connection with the Finance Bill of next 
year, a scheme for spreading payment of the outstand­
ing arrears of excess profits duty in suitable cases over 
a period of five years from a fixed date, which I pro­
pose should be January ist next. Payment of the dutv 
in those cases to winch the scheme is applied will 
be made in full within that period of five vears bv 
quarterly instalments each year, the first instalment 
being payable before March, 1922. I propose tint in 
terest, payable in cash at the net rate o^ptr cen"' 

per annum without allowance for income-tax, should 
^renrrgof T r0” the fiXed dafe aP°“ a” Standing 
arrears of duty as assessed, whether falling within 
the scheme I have just adumbrated or not

°f aPi’T1 the Commissioners of 
Income-tax will be afforded to any taxpaver whose 
Sfu03410”/0 tllowed to come un^r the scheme 
has been refused, the decision of those Commissioners 
the^Sn/of^h11131' In and pending
we passing of the necessary legislation to give effect 
in the Ho"s* of Commons assent

. ave instructed the Commissioners of Inland Kwsx-■”"" - «¿is

.wm” ■a•sr-- wl" v ™ ~ “Ataxpayer satisfies the Commiss'oners of Tn Inn 1 
of his — such
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THE WEST INDIA ASSOCIATION. THE RIPENING OF GRAPE FRUIT.

Glasgow Institution's Meeting.

Mr. Thomas Prentice presided over the annual 
general meeting of The West India Association of 
Glasgow, on December 22nd, in the absence of Mr. 
H. Crum Ewing.

In moving the adoption of the report, the Chair­
man referred to the critical state of the West 
Indian sugar industry, owing to the serious fall in 
price, which involved selling under cost of produc­
tion on even the most favourably situated estates.

In their report the directors state that :—
“The Association year was a quiet one compared with 

recent years, as most of the restrictions imposed dur­
ing the War, which principally engaged the activities 
of the Association, have been withdrawn. Undoubt­
edly the most striking event of the period under review 
was the disastrous collapse in the price of sugar. 
In September, 1920, prices of crystallised and musco­
vado were about 130s. and 80s. respectively, while a 
year later these qualities could be purchased at about 
45s. and 35s. respectively. Undoubtedly the main 
factor in this collapse was the check to consumption, 
due to the high prices and the consequent accumula­
tion of stocks. Unfortunately, the collapse (which has 
not stopped at the figures named) had not been accom­
panied by a corresponding reduction in the cost of 
production, and even with the Colonial preference of 
4s. per cwt., the outlook is black for estate owners in 
this country, whose profits were largely confiscated 
by the Government. Even planters in several of the 
Colonies who are not subject to the crushing taxation 
obtaining in this country, have lately been in such a 
parlous plight that the local Governments have had 
to advance them the necessary funds to keep their 
estates going until the crop is reaped.”

As regards rum, they say that the market for 
this commodity has been absolutely lifeless, and 
the huge stocks render it impossible to look for any 
improvement for a long time to come. Possibly 
some steps may eventually be taken in the direc­
tion of producing power alcohol instead of rum, 
but so far these have not passed the experimental 
stage.

Other matters engaging the Association’s attention 
during the year (the Directors state) included such 
subjects as the new Trinidad Income Tax Ordinance, 
the export of coal, Trinidad sugar restrictions, accom­
modation for passengers and mails, etc. The Euro­
pean beet crop on the whole has been fairly good, the 
crop of 1920 being 3,685,000 tons as against the pre­
vious season’s crop of 2,619,000 tons. France had the 
worst result owing to drought nearly all the y^ar- 
The West India crops at 244,000 tons have fallen 
rather under the previous year’s total of 275,000 tons.

The retiring directors, Messrs. Thomas Prentice, 
W. N. Armour, George McCalman, and W. Scott 
Herriot, were re-elected. Mr. Humphry Crum 
Ewing, of Strathleven, and Mr. Thomas Prentice, 
of Messrs. Prentice, Service & Henderson, were 
re-elected chairman and vice-chairman respectively, 
while Mr. T. W. Donald, of Messrs. McGngor, 
Donald & Co., was reappointed hon. treasurer, Mr. 
R. I. Muir being appointed hon. secretary, m suc­
cession to Mr. R. W. Tomlinson, who has retired 
through ill-health.

The results of investigations carried out in con­
nection with the ripening of grape-fruit are given 
in the Journal of Agricultural Research (Vol. xxii., 
No. 5). They show that in warm storage the 
percentage of acid calculated to the net weight 
of the pulp increases markedly in two months’ 
storage. There is evidence that this increase is 
not due entirely to loss of water from the pulp, 
but that there is an increase in the amount of acid 
present. There is evidence indicating that there 
may be a slight decrease in the sugar content in 
warm storage. In cold storage there is a decrease 
in the acidity very marked after four months in 
storage, while there is little change in the amount 
of total sugars present. A possible explanation 
of this difference in the behaviour of the sugars 
and acids in warm and cold storage was pointed 
out. This phase of the problem deserves further 
attention. The investigations on the changes in 
the fruit during development on the tree showed 
that the total sugar content increased while the 
acidity decreased, the increase in sugar content, 
being very marked.

Fruit on the tree increases in palatability and 
food value. There is, of course, always danger 
that the seeds will sprout in the varieties contain­
ing seeds if the fruit remains on the tree too long. 
There is also danger that the fruit will drop or be 
shaken from the tree by high winds.

It is of interest to note that the behaviour of 
the acids and sugars during growth and in cold 
storage is similar to the behaviour of these con­
stituents of some of the deciduous fruits—that is. 
it is apparently possible to remove the fruit from 
the tree after it is well along toward maturity and 
to ripen it in storage. The result will be an ap­
parently sweeter fruit, due to loss of acidity and 
a reduced bitterness, the naringin or bitter prin­
ciple breaking down in storage. A period in cold 
storage, then, renders the fruit more palatable. 
From the experiments detailed above it seems 
probable that the pitting of grape-fruit can be con­
trolled by curing at 70 deg. F. before they are 
placed in cold storage. Investigations are in 
progress at the present time on this last-mentioned 
phase of the work. 

Though the proposals to hold a meeting of a West 
Indian Council in Trinidad on January 23rd have 
fallen through, owing to the unwillingness of 
several Colonies to participate, there is a possibility 
that the Associated Chambers of Commerce may 
meet at Port of Spain on that date.

The Cuba American Sugar Corporation, for the 
year ended September, shows gross earnings of 20 
million dollars, against 92 millions last year, and 
a deficit, after payment of dividends, of 10 million 
dollars, against a final surplus for 1920 of 7| mil­
lions The American Sugar Corporation, which 
recently passed the 7 per cent, dividend on the 
common shares for the first time for thirty years, 
sells 30 million dollars fifteen-year 5 per cent, 
bonds on a 6.15 basis to pay off bank loans.
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PLANTATION WHITE SUGARS.

Their Dietetic Value.

Plantation white sugars are sugars produced 
directly from cane juice without being submitted 
to the remelting and animal charcoal treatment 
which refined sugars have to undergo. They are 
the result of the last twenty years or so of scientific 
application on the part of the chemist and engineer. 
While plantation white sugar contains as high a 
proportion of sucrose—pure cane sugar—as the re­
finer’s product, there are also present in them cer­
tain of the constituents of the cane juice other than 
sugar, which although only present in minute 
quantities, are of the greatest dietetic value, and 
which are absent in refined sugars. These bodies 
are analogous in their action to the vitamines pre­
sent in natural foods, so essential to satisfactory 
nutrition.

The objections which are made on the part of 
buyers to these sugars are that although they are 
white, their whiteness is not that of refined sugars, 
and that they are apt to go “off colour” on keep­
ing. The cause giving rise to these objections is, as 
a matter of fact, the same as that which gives plan­
tation white sugars their dietetic superiority over 
refined sugars, viz., the presence of the small quan­
tity of cane juice products mentioned above, which 
veil a certain degree of whiteness, and which, on 
prolonged keeping, are apt to become dark coloured ; 
and, paradoxical as it may seem, this very marked 
defect is an index of high dietetic value.

The snowy lustre of American granulated sugar, 
or the clear, translucent depth of a well-made 
British cube, appeals to a mental idea of purity in 
the consumer. The execution of these sugars is 
faultless; their tone is excellent; every note in 
them rings true. But they lack the dietetic soul, 
the soul of the cane juice which the plantation 
sugars possess.

There is a popular impression as regards food 
that whiteness indicates desirable purity. It may 
indicate chemical purity in the sense of free­
dom from injurious constituents and adulterants, 
but forms a distinct objection to it from a food 
point*of view. It is well known that a diet of white 
rice gives rise to the disease called beri-beri, while 
that of brown rice, that is to say of rice still possess­
ing its gram coating, does not. Indeed, the light 
thrown on this subject by modem research explains 
the reason why, at the siege of Lucknow, during 
the Indian Mutiny, the loyal Sepoys were able to 
exist on the water alone in which the rice for the 
Europeans was boiled, containing as it did the 
valuable properties of the skin of the grain. Bread 
made with white flour is not nearly so wholesome 
as that prepared from whole meal. The fat of 
butter and the casein of cheese are, in a pure form, 
white, but gastric experience has taught the con- 
sumer that colour, that is to say the presence ot 
bodies other „han those for which these food-stufls 

is necessary for their satis- 
A Pure white butter or a 

value Che6Se W°UM have UtU<; «<™™iercial

Quite recently, old accusations against raw 
sugars, that is to say, sugars which have not passed 
through the hands of the refiner, have been revived. 
The public have been told that these sugars con­
tain the “sugar itch,” Acarus sacchari, that they 
abound in objectionable bacteria, that in the course 
of their production they come into close contact 
with uncleanly “ natives.” The basis for these 
charges is a thing of the past. In the old days, in 
which there was, perhaps, justification for them, 
the simply clarified cane juice, after it had been 
boiled down to the proper consistency, remaining in 
open receptacles until it had spontaneously granu­
lated. The mass was then dug out by “natives” 
and “potted ” in open hogsheads, where it was 
allowed to remain until the molasses had, as far as 
possible, drained out of it—a tedious operation. It 
is quite otherwise with the present-day manufac­
ture of plantation white sugars. The system of 
clarification is elaborate, and conducted under close 
scientific supervision. The cane juice is never 
handled otherwise than mechanically from the time 
it leaves the mills until it is packed in bags for ship­
ment, and the operation takes as many hours as 
the old process did days. Cleanliness, also, is a 
sine qua non for success. The use of sulphur gas, 
a part of the action of which is antiseptic, also 
guarantees the absence of biological inpurities, 
while the presence of clay, fibres, etc., would, 
even if the process of manufacture permitted of 
their presence, at once degrade the sugar. 
No doubt, in some of the sugars which the refiners 
have to deal with there are many objectionable im 
purities. If these sugars were fit for direct con­
sumption they would not, however, be in the hands 
of the refiner. And what may be said as to these 
in no way applies to modem plantation whit* 
sugar.

White plantation sugars are the result of an en 
deavour on the part of the producer to meet the 
mental attitude of the consumer towards colour, 
and at the same time to give him as much as 
possible of the cane-juice properties compatible 
with it. They are as good as the best refiners’ 
sugars as regards the quantity of pure sugar pre­
sent, and dietetically superior to them in that they 
contain valuable food accessories, which the latter 
lack.

The Executive Committee of the West Indian 
Agricultural College has held several meetings in 
Trinidad recently. With the arrival at Port of 
Spam of Mr. G. Moody Stuart, chairman of the 
finance Committee, on the 14th of this month, 
there will be no fewer than eight governors of the 
college in the West Indies, the others being Sir 
Francis Watts, Sir Norman Lamont, Mr E A 
Robinson Mr. S. C. Thome, Hon. J. T. de la 
Mothe, Mr. A. E. Collens, and Professor J. B. 
Farmer, F.R.S. In England, Major II. C. Corlettc 
1S n°W tD?iTd m working plans of the
college bui.dings, the sketch plans of which have 
been approved in general principles. A further 

nUhC to be held at the
Colonial Office on the 11th inst.



January 5, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.

AGRICULTURE IN BARBADOS.

The Barbados Department of Agriculture is over­
taking its printing arrears, and has now published 
its report on the sugar-cane experiments carried 
out during the season 1919-21, 35 tables of variety 
experiments on estates having been thrown over­
board, in order that port might be reached in 
scheduled time. The general report of the 
Department of Agriculture for 1920-21 has also 
been published, having been much abbreviated in 
order to spare expense and delay in printing. As 
regards the sugar-cane experiments, those devoted 
to manures include the results of so many observa­
tions as to insect and fungoid pests in connection 
with these as to convey the impression that they 
are of little value. In the variety cane portion 
of the report, Messrs. Bo veil and d’ Albuquerque 
leave it to the reader, as we must do, to form their 
own conclusions.

The general report is far more informative. As 
regards cotton, the native variety of Sea Island is 
stated to continue to improve under the system of 
cultivation and selection, and with the exception 
of the cotton caterpillar, seems to be free from 
insect pests and fungoid diseases.

During the “ cotton year ” October 1st, 1919, to 
September 30th, 1920, it is stated that from 
1,179 acres, reaped 206 bales of lint, weighing 
100,610 lbs., were exported, as compared with 1,445 
acres yielding 114,444 lbs. for the previous year.

According to the Customs returns, the exported 
sugar and molasses crops of 1920 were 28,604 tons 
of vacuum pan crystals, 6,133 tons of muscovado 
sugar, and 6,712,930 wine gallons of molasses, 
equal at 110 gallons per puncheon, to 61,027 pun­
cheons of molasses of all grades, of the total value 
of £3,513,576, made up as follows :—
White Crystal sugar 147 tons valued at £ 10,301
” ” 431 „ 27,590

28,026 ” ” „ 1,821,716
6,133 „ „ „ 343,445

34737 2,203,052

Dark „ 
Muscovado,,

Fancy Molasses
Choice „
Vacuum Pan „

5,120,575 gals.
1,243,109 „

349,246 „

1,066,786
217,544
26,194

6,712,930 3,513,576

Fancy molasses is concentrated cane juice from 
which most of the impurities have been removed, 
but owing to the impossibility in the ordinary mus­
covado sugar factories of concentrating each tayche 
or panful of fancy molasses to the same density, it 
is difficult to say how many gallons of this molasses 
are equivalent to a ton of muscovado sugar. From 
data obtained from various sources it would appear 
that 380 wine gallons of fancy molasses at 41 deg. 
Beaume are equivalent to one ton (2,240 lbs.) o 
centrifugal muscovado sugar and 115 wine gallons 
of choice molasses. At this rate the fancy molasses 
manufactured in 1920 is equivalent to 13,475 tons 
of sugar. The total sugar crop, therefore, if no 
fancy molasses had been made, would have been 
48,212 tons, besides, say, 8,000 tons consumed 

locally.

PANAMA AND COSTA RICA.

Effect of the Banana Disease.

“Undoubtedly, the principal export of the 
Republic of Panama is the banana. The trade in 
this product is in the hands of the United Fruit 
Company. Of late the company has been com­
pelled to abandon certain lands on account of 
disease, which it has not been found possible to 
control, and the acreage of its banana properties 
decreased from about 25,800 in 1918 to about 20,000 
at the present time, whilst no new work whatever 
is being undertaken.”

In his report on the commercial and economic 
situation of Panama, from which the above is an 
extract, Mr. Constantine Graham mentions that a 
Commission was appointed in May, 1920, by 
arrangement between His Majesty’s Government 
and the Governor of the Canal Zone to investigate 
the relations between the cost of living and wages 
of “silver employees” of the Panama Canal in con­
sequence of the strike of those labourers in Febru­
ary, 1920, and their report was submitted in April, 
1921. As a result of detailed comparisons between 
costs of different articles and services and wages 
actually received, it was found that on the whole 
men with families were at a serious disadvantage 
in 1920 as compared with 1914. The situation of 
single labourers was considered far less serious.

It is interesting to find that evidence of petroleum 
occurs on both the Pacific and Caribbean coasts of 
Panama. Seepages of oil or asphalt are reported 
off the shores of San Miguel, along the Gulf of 
Montijo, along Mosquito Bay, near Bocas del Toro. 
Gas was encountered in a well drilled for water 
near Bocas del Toro.

The National Assembly of Panama authorised 
early in 1917 the granting of concessions for ex­
ploration puiposes for a period not exceeding three 
years, and for purposes of development for a period 
not exceeding 20 years. These concessions may be 
renewed for like periods. The royalty prescribed 
is 15 per cent, of the net profits of the oil or gas 
marketed, or 5 per cent, of the gross receipts.

The principal concession, so far, has been granted 
to the Sinclair Panama Oil Corporation, an Ameri­
can concern, which has permission to explore an 
area covering 11,000,000 acres, with the right to 
select and reclaim 1,200,000 acres. The Chorcha 
Petroleum Company, whose holdings have been 
leased by a New York concern, has permission to 
prospect claims in the province of Chiriqui.

The coconut trade of Panama has enjoyed an 
era of prosperity, and prices which, before the war, 
averaged $25.00 per thousand, have been as high 
as $95.00 per thousand since the termination of the 
war. There are two or three plantations on the 
Atlantic coast, and the nuts grown in the San Blas 
district are in greater demand than any other 
coconut on the New York market. At present, 

trade is very bad, and the price 
$16.00-$ 18.00 per thousand. The 
[ shipment to New York is about 
view of the fact that the value of

says the report, 
has dropped to 
inclusive cost ol 
$15.00, and in ’
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the San Blas nut on the American market is about 
$32.00, it will be seen that there is practically no 
profit to be made at the present time.

In a report by Mr. F. N. Cox on Costa Rica, 
which is bound up by the Department of Overseas 
Trade with that on Panama, bananas again take 
pride of place. It is stated that the total export 
of bananas in 1920 was 8,652,473 bunches, an in­
crease of 19 per cent, on the quantity exported in 
1919. The export of bananas during the past four
years has been as follows :—

Bunche . 
Exported.

Percentage of Increase 
or Decrease on Export 

of Previous Year.
1917 8.689,516 — 13.61
1918 7,129.655 -18.05
19 i 9 7.270,624 + 2.10
1920 8,652,473 + 19.00

The diminution of export in 1917 and 1918 was 
caused by the gradual withdrawal of steamers from 
this service after the entry of the United States 
into the war, while the large increase shown in 1920 
is, for the most part, due to the fact that the United 
Fruit Company, the sole exporters, revised their 
contracts with growers and agreed to purchase 
smaller bunches of bananas than before. Since 
curtailment of the importation of bananas into the 
United Kingdom was enforced in the early part of 
1917, all bananas exported from Costa Rica have 
been shipped to the United States up to the end 
of 1920, but the direct service of Messrs. Elders 
and Fyffes steamers to Avonmouth was resumed at 
the end of December, 1920, and bananas are now 
being exported again to the United Kingdom.

Costa Rica has now an estimated area of 30,000 
acres under cacao. The exports of this article rose 
to 2,154 metric tons in 1920, large areas in the old 
and exhausted banana plantations having been 
planted with it during the past few years.

A recent Journal of the Board of Agriculture of 
British Guiana contains a copy of the Annual Re­
port of the working of the British Guiana Experi­
ment Station’s Committee, which was instituted in 
1919 to continue and augment the investigations 
on sugar which have been carried out at the Botanic 
Gardens for many years.

The Report gives an account of the work which 
has been done to bring the 101 acres now available 
for the experiments into cultivation, and of the con­
struction of the necessary offices and dwellings. The 
land constitutes a portion of a sugar estate which 
was abandoned in 1891, and abuts on the Botanic 
Gardens. A certain amount of seedling canes have 
already been planted.

The Superintendent of the Station is Mr. J. Crab­
tree, late of the Woburn Experiment Station, who, 
in additon to his station duties, visits the estates 
in the colony with the view of studying their con­
ditions.

In view of the continuing heavy costs of establish­
ment, the Committee recommended that the con- 
tnbuton of the estates be $1 per acre for the year

September, 1921, which was sanctioned bv 
the Planters’ Association.

It is interesting to note that among the trees 
which had grown spontaneously on the estate since 
its abandonment was the African oil palm.

VALUE OF FACTORY CONTROL.

By a Chemist.

“ A Chemist ” writes : “ Though nearly all cane- 
sugar factories now working are being con­
trolled on a scientific basis, it would seem that 
even under the best system we still lack knowledge 
of exactly how closely we approximate the absolute 
truth. Of course, unless a factory is run absolutely 
scientifically, and the laboratory is close up to, or 
ahead of, the work, we can never expect to make 
any real progress; it therefore depends on the 
laboratory to meet the full requirements of the 
factory. Otherwise the returns, no matter how 
satisfactory they may look on paper, are really only 
of empirical value. The only correct way to start 
is to have everything based on natural quantities 
of sucrose and solids; then wre may be said to begin 
to approach more nearly to the truth. The pre­
sent tendency is for laboratories to be either forced 
into, or to degenerate into, being recording offices, 
and when they arrive at this stage their economic 
utility is nil. No doubt, to get the best result, or 
what is the same thing, the highest efficiency, the 
chemist should be independent of the power that 
controls the manufacture.

“ Now, in an attempt to arrive at some idea of 
how near we approach the truth, it may be assumed 
for a beginning that a theoretically perfect mill 
should only give juice and fibre; therefore, the 
weights of the juice—duly corrected for maceration 
—and fibre should equal the weight of the cane, 
or be some constant of it. Taking some of the 
returns which have appeared in the technical Press 
during recent years, and applying this idea, it is 
found that this constant is anything from 90 to 
97.5, showing thus unexplained differences of from 
10 to 2.5 per cent., which is not very comforting. 
In arriving at these figures the question of the esti­
mation of the amount of sucrose lost in the bagasse 
presents the greatest obstacle, or rather lends itself 
to the greater debate. This ‘ constant ’ method 
has certain objections, but apart from all these, or 
knowing these, it seems to have a practical utility 
even if only a stepping stone to better things.”

MAILS FOR LEEWARD ISLANDS.

The A\est India Committee, at the instance of 
Mr. R. Bryson, recently suggested to the Post- 
master-General that opportunity might be taken of 
the weekly service to be conducted by the R.M.S. 
Araguaya between New York and Bermuda, to 
route mails for the Leeward Islands and St. Lucia 
via New York and Bermuda, where they could be 
transferred to the Canadian Royal Mail steamers, 
this proposal has commended itself to the Post­
master-General .

The West India Committee have also called the 
attention of the Postmaster-General to numerous 
compiamts which they have been receiving to the 
effect that letters specially inscribed for despatch 
by certain ships are not being so dealt with.
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TRADE OF THE BAHAMAS. AN OLD COLONY SEAL.

Revenue Benefits from Liquor Traffic.

The report by Hon. H. E. W. Grant on the Bahamas 
for 1920-21, shows a notable increase in customs 
revenue, the figures being £219,203 for the year as 
compared with £165,504 in 1919-20 and £61,827 in 
1918-19. This increase, the report states, was due to 
increased importations of all goods, but chiefly liquors, 
in which connection it is worth noticing that the value 
of potable spirits imported has jumped from £6,370 in 
1918 to £272,950 in 1920. The expenditure of 1919-20 
has doubled itself in the year under review, becoming 
£220,813, exclusive 
of £48,682 for deben­
tures redeemed. The 
excess of assets over 
liabilities on March 
31st this year was 
£40,568. The public 
debt has been re­
duced from £173,126, 
at which it stood 
originally, to 
£36,111. The current 
coins are British 
silver and copper 
with a very little 
gold. United States 
gold and silver cer­
tificates are not 
legal tender, but arc 
accepted if of $5 and 
upwards at the same 
rate as United 
States gold.

Imports in 1920 
were valued at 
£1,090,217 as com­
pared with £539,242 
in the preceding 
year. Of exports, 
which were valued 
at £300,407 against 
£382,140 in 1919, the 
proportions repre­
senting local pro­
duce and re-exports

An Old Bahamas Seal.

were £275,416 and
£24,Q9i^spectively. As regards the direction of trade, 
the United States retains first place with shipments to 
the value of £186,216. Exports to the United Kingdom, 
worth £39,741, represented a decrease in value to the 
extent of £23,480, due to reduced cargoes of sponge and 
tortoise-shell. There was, however, an increase in the 
shipments to Canada. Whilst the Colony s sisal and 
sponge industries show decreases both in Quantity 
and value, there has been a revival in lumber and 
tomatoes, the last named product enjoying a regular 
weeklv service with Jacksonville, so that there was no 
difficulty in moving every crate ready for shipment.

The year was a very good one for sponge on the 
whole, and the policy of the Marine Products Board in 
establishing closures and artificial culture is worki. g 
well The turtle trade has been depressed, but this 
may prove a gain, as if the turtle-shell always sold for 
the' prices obtained in 1919, «° la^s COU4PwMv hone- 
turtle from extinction. The Board is extremely hope 
ful about the future of the industry which has been 
started in fishing and curing Beche de Mer.

The old Seal of the Bahamas depicted on this page 
forms one of a collection of West Indian Seals be­
queathed to the Bodleian Library at Oxford by 
Bishop Rawlinson in 1755. Its date is, unfortu­
nately, not known; but some clue is afforded to it 
by the motto, “Expulsis Piratis Restituía Com- 
mercia,” appearing on it, which may be translated, 
“ The Pirates having been expelled commerce was 
restored,” for presumably that motto must have 
been adopted after 1718, the year in which the then 
Governor, Captain Woodes Rogers, R.N., the res-

cuer of Alexander 
Selkirk from Juan 
Fernandez, sup­
pressed piracy, 
which had hitherto 
been rampant in 
the colony, the 
Buccaneers, who 
degenerated into 
pirates, having 
made the island the 
base of their 
marauding expedi­
tions and the scene 
of their debauch­
eries. It is reason­
ably certain, then, 
that the seal was 
struck during the 
reign of King 
George I. or King 
George II.

The inscription 
round the Seal 
reads, “ Sigillum 
Providentiæ Coeter- 
arumque Bahamæ 
Insularum,” which 
may be interpreted, 
“The Seal of Pro­
vidence and of the 
other islands of 
Bahama.”

It will be noted that the vessel depicted on the 
Seal is obviously a warship flying the Jack on the 
jack-staff. According to the illustration given 1 
the official “Flags, Badges and Arms of the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas,” this warship would 
appear to have given place to a square-rigged mer­
chantman. The West India Committee Circular 
is indebted to Bodleian’s Librarian for permission 
to reproduce this Seal.

During last year, 281 new members were elected 
to The West India Committee. The corresponding 
figures for the previous eighteen years are given

below :—
1903 ... 219
1904 ... 342
1905 ... 138
1906 ... 150
1907 ... KI
1908 ... 180
1909 ... 15a

1910 ... 157
1911 ... 128
1912 ... 146
1 13 ... 122
1 14 ... 81
1915 ... 120

1916 ... 109
117 ... 152
1918 ... 222
1919 ... 242
p‘20 ... 419
1921 ... 281
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WEST INDIAN CURRENCY.

By an Occasional Correspondent.

The suggestion to change the unit of account 
throughout the British West Indies from the 
West Indian dollar to a £ is a sound one, 
and if the subsidiary coins can be decimal fractions 
of a £ it will form an interesting object lesson for 
the remainder of the Empire where the present £ 
and its subsidiary coins are in use. The statement, 
however, on page 19 of Colonel Davson’s brochure, 
“A West Indian Currency,” that the money of 
account in St. Lucia and Antigua is sterling, is in­
correct. Jamaica is the only part of the West 
Indies which uses the £ as the money of account.

But while I consider that the adoption of a 
decimalised £ would be a progressive move, I do 
not think that a Currency Board is desirable for 
the West Indies. In the first place, the estimated 
profit by way of seigniorage mentioned by Colonel 
Davson seems rather on the generous side. Has 
adequate allowance been made for the cost of dis­
tribution of the currency, the maintenance of Cur 
rency Officers, strong-room accommodation, etc. ? 
Furthermore, the present time, with silver at 
37/40d., or some 50 per cent, above pre-war level, 
seems hardly a favourable time to embark in the 
business of buying silver. A good profit can, no 
doubt, be shown, but if the currency has at any 
time to be redeemed a considerable loss may result, 
as silver may, and probably will, recede towards 
its pre-war level.

Another factor which will cut into the profits is 
the maintenance of reserves. These, owing to the 
poor communication between many of the Colonies, 
will have to be large. Furthermore, large liquid re­
serves must be kept in London for redemption pur­
poses. At the present time, all that is necessary 
is to ship redundant silver currency to the United 
Kingdom, and it is duly redeemed at the face value. 
The Imperial Mint will supply and redeem silver 
free of cost.

Whilst referring to the costs of issuing and re­
deeming currency, I notice that Colonel Davson, 
on page 18, states that the currency should be 
issued free of charge to any West Indian port. I 
am glad to see this, and 1» hope that redemption 
in London would also be at par. The West African 
Currency Board is held up as a successful example, 
but I should point out that at the time of writing 
the Board will supply currency in West Africa at 
a minimum of | per cent., while it will redeem it 
at a discount of 1 per cent. These charges have 
to be incorporated into the Bank’s exchange 
charges. One wonders what the West Indian mer­
chant would say if the Bank’s present exchange 
charges were doubled in order to meet such a cur­
rency charge as is imposed by the West African 
Currency Board. And this is imposed by a Cur­
rency Board who have an exceptionally favourable 
field m which to operate.

The following comparison may not be inappro­
priate In British West Africa the Currency Board 
has depots for the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Gold 

Coast, and Nigeria. Communication within the 
two latter, where the Banks have several branches, 
is good, and currency can readily be moved to 
points where it is required. Communication be­
tween Sierra Leone, Gold Coast, and Nigeria is also 
frequent. The population of the British West 
African Colonies is over 20 millions.

On the other hand, communication between 
British Guiana, Jamaica, and the various islands 
is far from being speedy, and reserves at the cur­
rency depots would need to be large, while the cost 
of frieght and marine insurance, loss of interest 
when transferring currency from one depot to 
another would be high. The population of the 
West Indies and British Guiana is under 2’ mil 
lions, in scattered communities, only four of which 
exceed 100,000.

The results obtained by the West African Cur­
rency Board cannot serve as a reliable guide for 
the West Indies. The population of West Africa 
is vastly greater, and it will for many years per­
manently absorb large quantities of coin.

In regard to payments received from the West 
African Currency Board, since 1913, when it was 
established, the local Governments have benefited 
by the sum of £200,000, which was paid in January 
and July, 1920, and this after an abnormal period, 
when owing to the inflation of prices, very large 
issues of notes were made, amounting for the year 
ended June, 1920, to £8,853,000. Colonel Davson 
correctly states that when the trade collapse took 
place, the West African Currency Board redeemed 
the redundant currency without delay, but he omits 
to say that a discount of 1 per cent, is being charged 
on all currency redeemed. A heavy charge has 
always been made for supplying currency, and one 
wonders how many times over the public’ have paid 
the £ received by the colonial exchequers after eight 
years’ operations.

In one respect, also, there has been delay in re­
demption. This applies to the nickel and'bronze 
coinage. A surplus of some £350,000 exists in 
Nigeria alone, for which the normal requirement 
is £100,000 to £150,000. The Banks have a very 
large surplus, and storage is a matter of some diffi­
culty. It would appear that a considerable loss 
will have to be faced here.

many reasons, therefore, the operations of 
the West African Currency Board cannot be held 
out as such a successful example, and an appro­
priate one, for the West Indies. No mention is 
made of the East African Currency Board. Possibly 
there is some good reason for this conspicuous 
omission. r

Since the West Indian Islands and British Guiana 
are not federated, some difficulty may arise over 
the distribution of the seigniorage, and this is 
±^-5°”h™ed on page 83, where we read that 
the British Guiana Currency Commissioners see 
good reasons why British Guiana cannot pool its 
s^heme™^ Th'S CUtS &t the root of th^"hole

At the present time there are redundant small- 
note issues which the issuing Colonies do not or 
cannot, redeem. *
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “Agronomist.”

As the Tropical Agriculturist points out, there 
is some confusion attending the application of the 
name “ Red Rust ” in connection with plant 
disease. Strictly speaking, the term should be re­
stricted to a certain class of fungi, the Uredinea?, 
to which the fungus of the coffee leaf disease 
belongs.

* * *
In the extremely unlikely case of the whole of 

the home sugar supply being produced in the United 
Kingdom, it is of interest to know that, on the 
pre-war basis of consumption, about 1,000,000 
acres of beet would require to be reaped annually, 
needing a farming capacity of 4,000,000 acres, or 
8 per cent, of the entire acreage in cultivation in 
the United Kingdom.

* * *
Roasted disintegrated potato peelings have 

already been patented in Germany as a substitute 
for coffee, and now the patentee has added further 
laurels to his crown, and at the same time formed 
a connection between coffee and beer, by patenting 
a process of making a coffee substitute, or adul­
terant, by treating brewers’ grains with lime under 
pressure and roasting the product.

* * *
There are many problems in agriculture whicn 

await solution. Why, for instance, does a soil 
which has been limed, and lost its lime, show signs 
of greater acidity than a soil which never has had 
lime in it ? And why should soils with only a trace 
of lime in them be continuously fertile ? These are 
but examples of the many vexed questions which 
await the reply of the scientific agriculturist.

* * *
The United States Department of Agriculture 

thinks that there are great possibilities in the way of 
a substitute for coffee in the plant called cassma 
in South Carolina, not only the shoots, but all 
the leaves, having been found to contain caffeine. 
It was consumed originally by the Indians in that 
district, from whom the Spaniards learnt its use, 
and was employed as a substitute for tea during 
the Civil War in the United States.

A variety of sugar-cane known as Shahjohanpur 
No. 10 was received some time ago from India 
by the Queensland Bureau of Sugar Experiment 
Stations, recommended as a cane would
stand cold weather well. The North.Queensland 
Register states that it was first planted out in the 
Bundaberg Station, and found fully to sustain the 
character given it, and it is now being grown in 
large blocks in Southern Queensland.

Hydrolized sawdust, that is to say, 
heated under pressure with sulphuric acid to com- 
vert its woody fibres into sugar, has beeri used with 
great success as a cattle food in the UnitedStates. 
Dairy cows were fed on a diet of the treat 
dust ^barley, bran, and linseed meal for four week . 

The cows kept up their milk production on this 
diet, and were generally better than during the 
preceding and following period, when the sawdust 
product was omitted from their diet.

* * *
The mosaic disease of canes is spreading in 

Louisiana. All classes of canes are found to be 
subject to the disease, to a greater or less extent, 
and canes grown on poor as well as rich soils are 
equally subject to it. This disease, in every pro­
bability, arises from faulty assimilation of some 
essential constituent from the soil, or from the 
absence of it in the soil. There may be such things 
a-3 vitamines in soils which are essential to the 
proper nutrition of plants, as they are in food for 
animal life.

* * *
The Journal of the Agricultural Society of 

Jamaica gives an instance of a young coconut tree 
from the trunk of which a deep coloured fluid was 
observed to be oozing. Upon examination two 
hollows, running for fully four feet up the stem, 
and fully eight inches deep in some parts, were 
discovered, and from these several quarts of fluid 
were let out. The trunk from the outside appeared 
to be quite sound, showing no indication of inter­
nal rot, but the cankered passage was filled with 
dead tissue. What, asks the Journal, was the 
cause of the trouble ?

The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, 
referring to the trees planted seven years ago in 
the Port Royal Mountains of the St. Andrew dis­
trict of Jamaica, says that the grape-fruit and 
sweet orange were among the healthiest and were 
already contributing to the export trade of the 
Island. The West Indian cedar trees were also 
affording much needed shade to coffee on many 
holdings, “and there were the Mahoe trees tower­
ing upwards.” Each tree was becoming a centre 
of distribution, apart from its intrinsic value as 
timber, so that before long the work will auto­
matically extend itself.

* * *
The variety of cane known as D74 still holds its 

own in Louisiana. This cane was one of the first 
seedlings raised in British Guiana, and although it 
was characterised by sweet, easily worked juice, 
its maturity period was too short to suit the climatic 
conditions of that Colony. This very characteristic 
made it especially suitable to Louisiana, where the 
period available for growth is comparatively short. 
It is curious that D109, which is another of the 
early British Guiana seedlings, and which, though 
promising well, did not bear continued cultivation 
there is now giving good results experimentally in 
Mauritius. It will be found, however, that, gener­
ally speaking, the cane raised from local varieties, 
or from crossing with local varieties, is the best in 
the long run for the local conditions. The great 
point is that the period taken by the cane for 
^wth and maturity should fall in with the seasons 
of the particular locality, so that the ripening pro­
cess should start at the proper physiological 
moment and be satisfactorily concluded.
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DOMINICA’S CENSUS. JAMAICA GOVERNORS.

“Appalling Infantile Mortality.”

Mr. E. H. E. Dalrymple, Chief Clerk in the 
General Register Office, in an interesting report on 
the Dominica census, states that the taking of a 
census in the island is by no means a trifling enter­
prise, owing to the illiteracy of a large proportion of 
the population, the thinly populated mountainous 
areas to be traversed by the enumerators, and the 
hostile attitude assumed by the ignorant. There 
are 9,926 inhabited, and 810 uninhabited houses, 
the former number representing an increase of 
2,176 on the figures of last census. About 80 per 
cent, of the houses are wooden structures.

The island’s population is 37,059, showing an 
increase of 3,196 during the decade, and of 8,155 
on the figures of 1901. The report states that 
“ Owing to the increasing stream of emigration to 
Cuba, the United States of America, Canada, and 
other countries of late years, the increase of the 
last ten years must be regarded as a purely natural 
increment. When the appalling infantile mortality 
caused by insanitation, the lack of knowledge in- 
the elementary care of the young amongst the 
labouring class, the absence of a proper medical 
service in the country districts, and the alarming 
spread of yaws and other diseases are taken into 
consideration, this increase must be considered as 
satisfactory.” The death rate has increased from 
21.22 in 1911 to 27.62 at the end of 1920, and 
there are now signs that the birth rate is declining 
As a diminished younger generation reaches, 
maturity, a decline in the population will follow, 
and proceed with increased rapidity.

The population of Roseau stands at 6,803, an 
increase of 226 since 1911. Pointe Michel does not 
boast of being a town ; nevertheless, with a popu 
lation of 1,373, it comes next to Roseau in the 
number of inhabitants. Portsmouth, the second 
town and a port of entry, musters but 1,112 
people. Thé females in the island exceed the males 
by 3,539, a preponderance that Mr. Dalrymple 
attributes to the apparent greater longevity of the 
former sex. As regards age, it was practically 
impossible to obtain accuracy, as it was common 
to find “ persons of sixty summers giving their 
ages as twenty without any desire to conceal their 
true ages.”

Of the total population of 37,059, no fewer than 
34,083 were born in Dominica ; 36,604 are re­
turned as British subjects. “ There are two East 
Indians, one an inmate of the Alexandra Cottage 
Homestand the other a frequent visitor of H.M. 
Prison.” It is a sad reflection on the state of 
Dominica s education to find that less than a third 
of the population can read and write. As regards 
complexion, 556 are shown as whites, 11,563 as 
coloured, and 24,940 as black. In the second 
class are grouped the 141 pure-blooded Carib in­
habitants of the Island.

New Zealand proposes to give a preference of 
Z? Customs Duty on sugar produced 

within the British Empire.

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

IX—Sir Hender Molesworth.

After the departure of Carlisle in May, 1680, 
Morgan, as we have seen, again acted as Governor 
of Jamaica until the arrival of Lynch in May, 1682. 
On the death of Lynch in August, 1684, the control 
of Jamaica fell into the hands of Colonel Hender 
Molesworth, as Lieutenant-Governor. Born in 1688. 
of good Irish descent, he was the second son of 
Hender Molesworth, of Devonshire, and Mary 
Sparke. Long and honourably associated with the 
colony, he belonged to the merchant class, thus 
providing an exception to the generally accepted 
tradition that in the past all the men of influence in 
Jamaica were of the planter class, although he, of 
course, owned land in the colony, and on one occa­
sion addressed the Assembly as Brother Planters.

The first reference to him in Jamaica is his having 
in 1668 with others (Molesworth, Robins A Com­
pany) purchased the Spanish ship Nuestra Seiiora 
de la Concepcion y San Joseph, which had been con­
demned by the Prize Court presided over by Sir 
James Modyford. He had apparently then been in 
the island for two years, for in his speech to the 
Assembly in 1686 he said, “You have known me 
twenty years.”

He was appointed, by Modyford, Factor for the 
Royal African Company in the place of George 
Reid, and in that capacity he not infrequently 
found himself in opposition to the planters, whose 
sole desire was to have a good supply of slaves at 
as cheap a rate as possible.

In August, 1670, he—then Captain Hender Moles­
worth—was sworn one of His Majesty’s Council. 
He then owned, with his Company, 6,090 acres in 
St. Catherine. Two years later we find him ap­
pointed, with Byndloss, to represent the Council on 
a joint Committee with the Assembly on Customs 
matters, and he was often consulted on questions 
of finance On the 8th of July he wrote to Thomas 

in London, telling how a ketch trading at 
Cartagena with seventy negroes, of which four were 
his own was seized by the General of the galleons, 
the goods burnt in the market place, and the 
negroes sold for the King’s account. This made 
them apprehensive for the safety of Captain Avler 
who two months before had been almost laden and 

»way from Campeachy, lest some of 
the Spanish fleet had trepanned him.

In Janua^, 1676, Lord Vaughan wrote to Sir 
Robert Southwell by the hand of “Captam Moles- 
Person T °f T ^Unci1’ and a very ‘ ingenious ’ 
eoneeroin„ thT 1 81Ve Tat informaHon and light 
concerning the laws, and very agreeably entertain 
Sir Robert with all the interests of this place ”

In January 1677, he and Lynch gave evidence 
before the Lords of Trade during the consideration 
of the complaint of Thomas Martin that Vauehan 
obstructed h-m in the colleefon of his dues “ Rr 
ceiverof Custom ; and again in April, when the 'ats 
of Jamaica were considered, he was present with 
Lynch. In March, 1680, the Lords of Trade ro 
commended to the King that, owing to the deadi
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of Sir Thomas Modyford, Attorney and Procurator 
of the Dutch West India Company in Jamaica, 
before the King’s commands could be executed. Sir 
Charles Modyford, Francis Hanson and Hender 
Molesworth should be empowered to receive in his 
stead the bond entered into by Richard Brayne for 
the restitution of certain negroes, and in April, 
Carlisle was so informed.

In 1680 he was a Major and had a company in 
the Regiment of Port Royal. In April he joined 
Peter Beckford and Long in giving bail in £4,000 
for Long’s surrender on the 24th of May or earlier.

When Lynch arrived as Governor in June, 1682, 
he found both King’s Houses, the one at Port 
Royal, the other at Spanish Town, in such bad con­
dition that he had perforce to stay 
elsewhere, and he selected to stay 
at Colonel Molesworth’s. In April, 
1683, Lynch wrote home : “I 
greatly desire a dormant commis­
sion for Colonel Molesworth. Be­
lieve me, he is an intelligent, loyal, 
virtuous gentleman, who will serve 
the King and country. I will pawn 
my credit and life on it ”; and in 
June : “In case of my death the 
Island runs a great risk, for it will 
be ravaged. A blank commission 
would retrieve it. I desire your 
care and solicitation therein.” In 
the following February Lynch 
wrote : “I must thank you sincerely 
for Colonel Hender Molesworth’s 
commission, for it is certain that 
Sir Henry Morgan’s hope of govern­
ing as first Councillor has buoyed 
up his little senseless party, and 
occasioned its insolvence and our 
late troubles. This you have now 
obviated, and I am most exceed­
ingly obliged to you for accepting 
my recommendation.

In October, 1683, Colonel Robert 
Byndloss was suspended the Coun­
cil for striking Thomas Martin and 
using provoking language towards 
Colonel Molesworth.

In November, Lynch, in a long letter to the 
Lords of Trade, mentioned that he had made Moles­
worth Colonel of The Point (Port Royal). In June, 
1684, Molesworth sold two properties in St. Mary 
to Lynch.

On the 25th of August that year, Molesworth 
was sworn in as Governor at the Privy Council con­
sequent on the death of Lynch, which had occurred 
on the 24th. In assuming Lynch’s fallen mantle, 
Molesworth inherited the very serious trouble 
arising from the attacks made by pirates and by 
privateers on the fishermen from Jamaica who went 
travelling amongst the cays to the south of Cuba, 
many of the privateers holding commissions from 
the French Governor of Petit Guavos, off His­
paniola.

Molesworth, in following out Lynch’s policy, was 
thwarted on all occasions by a faction backed by 
Morgan and headed by Elletson, especially in con­
nection with the Assiento, or trade in negroes with 

The Arms of 
ir Hender Molesworth.

the Spanish colonies, in which Molesworth himself 
was personally interested.

In September, 1684, Molesworth wrote to the 
Governor of Trinidad de Cuba :—

“No sooner had I entered upon this Government on 
the death of Sir Thomas Lynch, when I received many 
complaints from honest traders and fishermen of in­
juries received from your nation, who treat them with­
out any distinction as pirates and robbers. Among 
others, Derick Cornelison, with his sloop belonging to 
this harbour, was attacked without any warning by 
Don Juan Balosa, while peaceably trading on your 
coast, and taken into port, where his sloop and goods 
were condemned, to the value of 6,oool., his men kept 
prisoners, and himself threatened with death till he 
was forced to fly to save his life. The pretence was 

that he was lieutenant of a galley sent 
hence by the late Governor for sup­
pression of pirates. It is well for you 
that he escaped, or the whole town of 
Trinidad would have been too poor a 
satisfaction for such a violation of the 
law of nations. We have the same 
law as you against trading with 
foreigners, but we do not treat your 
ships as you treat our sloops. If we 
suiter your ships to trade we protect 
them afterwards, and if not we give 
them fair notice to be gone. You 
permit the sloops to trade for a little 
to be the more sure of seizing them. I 
request a copy of the process by 
which the sloop was condemned, for 
the satisfaction of the owners, and 
that you will deliver the prisoners to 
Captain Stanley of His Majesty’s 
Sloop Bonito. I would beg you also 
to return them their sloop, and be 
content with the confiscation of their 
goods, or at least to befriend them in 
the redemption of their vessel.”

Owing to this affair the turtle 
trade on the cays on the south side 
of Cuba was lost for a while, and 
Port Royal suffered. Nearly two 
thousand people, black and white, 
were wont to feed on it daily at the 
Point, in addition to that sent in­
land.

Molesworth wrote :—
“We must inevitably set ourselves to remove the 

existing obstructions; it may be difficult, but our own 
»•alley must be the chief engine, with two or three 
small vessels to attend her. But meanwhile the 
Treasury is empty and people weary of contributing, 
so that I cannot quickly resolve what is to be done. 
It is lawful, I hope, to beat from our doors the wolves 
that lie in wait for our sheep. We seek to harm no 
others. The Spaniards who took Providence sacked a 
whole country for the robberies of a few that belonged 
to it, but we seek only to make the guilty suffer. 
Three of these periagos are the same that plundered 
Providence the second time without a commission. It 
is said that they had a commission the first time, and 
that the Governor of Havana took all the spoil into his 
own hands for his own security, in case the King of 
Spain should be forced to pay damages to the King of 
England.” (To be continued.)

Particulars regarding membership of The West 
India Committee are obtainable from the Secretary, 
15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall. 

(Continued from page 545).

Cut throat Competition.
When the estates’ proprietors agree to co­

operate ! Yes, but it is proverbial that it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
it is to induce West Indian firms and individuals 
to co-operate. Perhaps it is the atmosphere, or 
possibly it may be the climate, but whatever the 
cause, it is a regrettable fact that many West 
Indian proprietors give one the impression of 
being suspicious of one another. This was 
brought home to one forcibly at various cane­
purchasing centres, where the weigh-bridges of 
several sugar factories stood side by side clearly 
suggestive of cut-throat competition, and “ not 
too far ” (as they say in the West Indies) from 
the Caroni factory was a weigh-bridge of an estate 
whose real sphere of influence was twenty or thirty 
miles away. To put it mildly, this seemed rather 
like strewing raisins outside a neighbour’s coverts 
to attract his pheasants.

As you get nearer to San Fernando it becomes 
more and more apparent that the south is the 
part of Trinidad most favoured by the East Indian 
immigrants and their descendants. You meet 
and pass them on the road, and see them work­
ing in the fields and on their provision grounds. 
Many have adopted the West Indian custom of 
carrying the machete or cutlass (a well-balanced 
weapon primarily intended for cutting sugar canes, 
but now used for many other purposes), while 
others prefer the hackia stick so characteristic of 
their race. The mud-walled and palm-thatched 
huts of these thrifty colonists, who have long out­
lived the name of coolies, soon become a familiar 
feature of the landscape.

If you see a small pennon fluttering from a tall 
bamboo pole near one of these huts you may re­
gard it as a certainty that the owner is rising in 
the social scale, for this emblem denotes that he 
has killed a goat, and has entertained his friends 
at a feast; and it was agreeably significant to ob - 
serve so many of these unmistakable indications of 
growing prosperity.

Each hut has its small provision ground planted 
with yams, tannias, and other ground provi­
sions, a cotton shrub, and one or more papaws 
a lanky tree with a bare stem and a bunch of large 
leaves which possess the property of making the 
toughest chicken tender when wrapped and cooked 
m them.

Near Claxton Bay, a railway station and little 
mk-rCu the Montserrat Hills, to
which it is a gateway, an object of interest 
was the great oil tanks of the Trinidad Central 
Oflhe.ds, where is stored, pending shipment into 
tankers, the oil, pumped through pipe-lines from 
labaquite, twelve or more miles away. Bevond 
r $ again Yas a still more striking manifestation 

of the magnitude of the Trinidad oil industry in the 
new town of Pointe a Pierre, laid out and main­
tained by the Trinidad Leaseholds.

A Site for Port of Spain.

Six or seven years ago this hilly promontory, 
projecting into the Gulf, was a mass of bush and 
tangled undergrowth. Now it is a pretty town 
of well-built bungalows and admirable roads. 
Here are concentrated residences, offices, stores, 
playgrounds, immense oil tanks and the com­
pany’s great refinery, which deals with the crude 
petroleum pumped to it from its own wells at 
Fyzabad and Barrackpore, and also from those 
of independent companies which have no facili­
ties of their own for handling oil.

From this refinery, pipe-lines with a diameter 
of no less than twelve inches are carried out to 
sea on a pier, and a skeleton jetty beyond that. 
Alongside this pier steamers of the greatest draft 
can lie—so deep is the water at the spot. It 
has now been forgotten that the many advantages 
of this site almost induced Governor Hislop to 
transfer the capital to it in 1808. Had he done 
so, the Trinidad Leaseholds would have found it 
difficult to find any other site so favourable for 
their operations.

Between Pointe a Pierre and San Fernando is a 
hot spring to furnish one of the many indications 
of the subterranean forces at work in this par. 
of the island, others being the “ mud volcanoes ” 
known as the Devil’s woodyard, in the neighbour­
hood of Princes’ Town, which periodically eject 
mud and slush from the bowels of the earth.

Still more remarkable in this connection was a 
phenomenon which occurred some years ago off 
the south coast of the island. At sunset one 
November evening in the year 1912, the inhabi­
tants of Chatham, a village to the north of Erin 
Bay, were startled by a violent explosion, and 
a tongue of flame which rose from the depths of 
the sea several hundred feet into the air. Think 
ing that the Day of Judgment had come, they 
fled precipitately to the woods, where they re­
mained for several days. On emerging at last 
they discovered that a new island, which had 
made its appearance on the 3rd, about two miles 
from the shore, had burst into -flame through an 
explosion of gas. For some days after that, this 
little stranger, whose exposed surface was at first 
about an acre in extent, grew in size in some 
mysterious way until Trinidad possessed a new 
dependency several acres in extent. The Gover­
nor visited the island, and the Union Jack was 
hoisted over it; but within a very short time its 
material began to silt away, until it finally dis­
appeared once more beneath the waves which had 
given it birth. It was believed at first that vol 
canic agencies had been at work, but an investi­
gation of samples of the material of which the 
island was formed, which proved to be nodules 
of iron pyrites and fragments of mud, led to the 
conclusion that Trinidad’s new territory was formed 
by a violent explosion of gas. By the negroes this 
remarkable island was called, in their patois, Ba 
la Patte,or “ Shake hand,” that being the affec­
tionate nickname of a high and very popular official 
at the time.

This patois survives from the days when, as th*'
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outcome of a favourable report of M. Rome de St. 
Laurent, of Grenada, in 1780, many French 
families settled in Trinidad. It is very descrip­
tive, and the term Mama poule, applied to an 
old fogey, remained in my memory as being particu­
larly telling.

The hot spring at Pointe a Pierre fills a crude 
sunken bath, with water possessing a temperature 
of 105 deg. Fahr., which the geologists Wall and 
Sawkins, in 1858, believed would prove beneficial 
in cutaneous and rheumatic affections; but no at­
tempt has yet been made to exploit it, and there 
is at present no hotel nearer than Port of Spain.

Naparima Hill is the dominating feature of the 
southern part of Trinidad. This unique eminence 
rises almost sheer to a height of 670 feet, like a 
sugar-loaf, near the shore of a great bay. There are 
no other hills or mountains anywhere near it, and 
consequently it forms a very conspicuous land­
mark. It shelters San Fernando, the second town 
of the island, whose residences straggle about a 
third of the way up its west side.

In the vear 1784, Don Josef Chacon had it 
in his mind to establish a town at La Brea Point 
with a view to exploiting the Pitch Lake (though 
history does not relate what he intended to do 
with the pitch) and to developing trade with the 
Main. Owing, no doubt, to the unhealthiness of 
the place, which to this day is infested by mos­
quitoes, his plan was modified, and he selected 
the site of the ancient mission named Purissima 
Concepcion de Nuestra Señora at the foot of this 
remarkable hill as a more convenient and a 
healthier site. There the new town was built, to 
be dedicated on October 25th, 1786, by Chacon 
himself to San Fernando, in honour of the Prince 
of Asturias, who was bom at Madrid on October 
14th, 1784, and afterwards became King Ferdi­
nand VII.

Writing forty-three years later, Joseph declared 
that its houses resembled huge packing-cases pro­
miscuously thrown ashore from ships in haste to 
discharge their cargo. Since then, however, 
many notable improvements have been effected, 
including the construction of the Harris 
Promenade, which, as its name suggests, dates 
from the governorship of Lord Hams.
this spacious boulevard are the Victoria Hall, 
the Wesleyan Chapel, the Catholic Church ot 
Our Lady of Good Help, the Town Hall, fire 
brigade station, and St. Paul’s Anglican Church. 
Unlike that of most West Indian towns, the 
arrangement of San Fernando is not rectangular, 
and there is a pleasing irregularity and lack of con­
sequence about its streets, one of which winds m 
and out at the foot of the hill.

Passing through the town, we paid our respects 
to Mr L M. Hobson, whom we found immersed 
in oil-company work, and his wife, who was one of 
Trinidad’s most earnest and successful war­
workers. Then we proceeded on our way to the 
famous Usine St. Madeleine, the island s premier 

^ThFsUsine stands in a hollow in the rolling plain 
of the Naparima district, the contour of yh^chs 
sembles the field of Waterloo, to the east of San 

Fernando. This area produces as fine sugar-canes as 
any other part of the West Indies, except when 
the abominable pest known as the frog-hopper 
(tomaspis aspicata) makes its unwelcome appear­
ance, as it has done in recent years.

Near the factory quite a large village has sprung 
up, while round about were several two-storeyed 
bungalows, which one did not remember having 
seen before. The four great cylindrical factory 
chimneys also seemed to have grown taller; but 
otherwise the appearance of the Usine had changed 
very little since my first visit to it, many years 
before. It still reminded me forcibly of a great 
railway station, with its complicated net-work of 
lines and sidings, especially at night time.

Inside, however, many changes have taken place. 
My mind was carried back to a time when the 
manager was invited, and consented to deliver, an 
address on “Twenty years’ improvements in sugar 
machinery in Trinidad.” When asked for a copy 
of the lecture a few days before it was to be de­
livered, he wrote on a slip of paper, “ Absolutely 
none.” That led to some unpleasantness; but the 
statement was true, for in those days of uncertainty 
capital could not be found for investment in the 
sugar industry. Now, however, the factory em­
bodies the latest improvements for handling the 
canes, crushing the juice from them and manufac­
turing it into sugar : with two sets of mills—one 
equipped with formidable revolving knives known 
as the Searby Shredder, which slash the canes into 
pieces before they pass under the first rolls of the 
gigantic mill. The boiler range, too, is a special 
feature of the modernised factory, and Mr. Rudder, 
the consulting engineer, showed how, under his 
system of fuel control, the furnaces, fed with fine 
megass (the crushed cane), through funnel-shaped 
hoppers, almost look after themselves, a great sav­
ing in labour being thus effected.

The Usine was the conception of the late Sir 
Nevile Lubbock, who, after a visit to Martinique 
and Guadeloupe in the early ’seventies, determined 
that it was in the adoption of the central factory 
system in vogue there that the future of the British 
West Indian sugar industry lay. The Usine St. 
Madeleine was erected and equipped at a cost of 
£240,000 a few years later, to take off the crops 
from the surrounding estates in the Naparimas. It 
was modelled, on the lines of the French usincs, 
and at the time of its erection embodied all the 
latest improvements of machinery and manufac­
ture, even to the extent of being provided with 
charcoal filters for making white sugar.

My visit to the Usine was made at the invitation 
of Mr. Mark Moody Stuart, the manager; but as 
he was entertaining his family, there was “ no 
room” for me “in the inn,” and Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Forbes Todd—the latter another war-worker of re- 
nUte—accommodated me in their bungalow. The 
manager’s house had changed but little, and one 
quite expected Mr. Peter Abel to appear and to do 
the honours of the establishment, as he used to do 
so nobly. But his amusing texts which used to 
embellish the walls had gone. The travellers tree, 
too, had grown to a terrific height, and it would no 
longer have been possible for Sir (then Mr.)
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Townsend Fenwick to lift anybody up on his shoul­
ders to reach its leaves, as he did to Prince George 
—our present King—in 1880.

“ We lunched,” wrote His Royal Highness 
afterwards in “ The Cruise of H.M.S. Bacchante,” 
“at the house above the mill, in front of which 
there was a large traveller’s palm growing, several 
of the great cabbage-like stalks of which we cut, 
and out came spirts of living water. But care 
must be taken to be sure you get the right plant, 
for lately in British Guiana an inexperienced travel­
ler having, as is the custom in tropical countries, 
taken a draught from the stem of one of the water­
holding plants which grow in the forests, after­
wards drank a ‘ nip ’ of rum. Shortly afterwards 
he died in great agony, and a post-mortem ex­
amination showed that his internal organs were 
literally sealed up with india-rubber. He had 
drunk the sap of the Mimusops balata, the juice of 
which coagulates and hardens in alcohol, and the 
rum had its usual effect in the man’s stomach, with 
necessarily fatal results.”

(To be continued.)

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper 
cuttings . giving items of news likely to prove of 
general interest to readers of the Circular for pub­
lication under this heading.

Antigua's Cotton Crop.

Hon. Donald McDonald, writing on November 29th, 
states that rains have continued to fall in some parts, 
but to windward particularly the Island has again dried 
up, and heavy rains are required. Very little cane is in 
evidence, as it should be at this time of the year. The 
cotton crop, which is now all ginned, amounts to about 
457 bales (of 250 lbs.). The yield on the whole was 
good, and the quality generally up to the usual grade. 
There has been a much smaller acreage planted for 
1922 reaping.—On November nth, Armistice Day was 
observed by a short memorial service in the Cathedral 
with two minutes’ silence at ri o’clock.—At a meeting 
of the Legislative Council on November 18th, amon^ 
the Ordinances passed was a private Bill to promote 
the lighting of the City of St. John’s by electricity. 
The General Loan and Inscribed Stock Ordnance was 
withdrawn owing to unofficial objection to the pro­
visions for issuing stock and paying interest in Eng­
land instead of locally. For the West Indian Confer­
ence, which was to have been held in Trinidad in

• , Colonial Secretary and the Senior Unoffi­
cial Member, the Hon. J. J. Camacho, were nominated 
to represent the Presidency. Before the adjournment 
JU1}, S0??011’ Ho11' J’ J' Camacho expressed, on 
behalf of the members and the community, much 
appreciation of the efforts of His Excellency the Acting 
Governor for the welfare of the Island pending the 
arrival of Sir Eustace E. Twistleton-Wykeham-Fiennes.

LH' yatklns! I S O- who has been acting 
as Colonial Secretary, returned to Nevis on the 28th 
to resume his duties as magistrate there. The entire 
M^W1 at the departure of Mr. and
Mrs. Watkins from Antigua.

Mr. A. P Cowley, in a letter dated November 22nd 
pays a well-deserved tribute to the war-work of Mrs 
Bonthron, who is a sister of Mr. Robert Bryson, and 

says that the record of her work, which was done quietly 
and unostentatiously, is one to be proud of. For some 
years Mrs. Bonthron interested herself in the seed 
work industry’ carried on at the English Harbour by 
sending orders for distribution among her friends, and 
at the commencement of the war she decided to work 
up the sale of these articles with a view to helping Red 
Cross and other organisations, to which she was able to 
hand no less a sum than ¿3,000, in addition building two 
cottages for the use of disabled soldiers at Edinburgh 
in memory of the fallen. Further, when, a few months 
ago, Mrs. Bryson was in England, Mrs. Bonthron 
handed her ¿500 to be spent in Antigua, ¿450 of which 
it was decided to spend on a children’s ward at the 
Hospital, the remaining ¿50 being given to the St. 
John’s Day Nursery. In no better way, says Mr. 
Cowley, could the money be spent in Antigua, where 
Mrs. Bonthron’s untiring efforts will prove of great 
benefit to the younger generation and a lasting 
advantage to the whole Island.

One of the Bahamas sold.

The Police Commission have resumed their sittings 
after a prolonged adjournment.—It is announced in 
Washington that a group of American capitalists have 
bought one of the islands of the Bahamas group, 44 
miles from the Florida coast, with a view to estab­
lishing a second Monte Carlo, to be ready with gaming 
halls, hotels aftd a prize-fighting stadium by next 
winter. The message goes on to state that Great 
Britain will retain control of the customs and shipping 
privileges.

Barbados’s Sugar Crop.

With more frequent and general rains, the crops are 
healthy looking, and there is hope, says the Advocate, 
of an average crop, given a continuance of favourable 
weather.—The principal measure of the Legislative 
Session, which closed on November 22nd, was the pass­
ing of the Income Tax Bill.

The British Guiana Income Tax.
Although no reply has yet been received from the 

Government to the Planters’ Association’s request for 
assistance for the sugar industry, writes Mr. J. \ 
Fitzpatrick on November 15th, it is believed that the 
matter is receiving very favourable consideration 
and the Governor is himself going to Essequebo to 
inspect personally Plantations Anna Regina, Hampton 
Court and other of the estates on the coast, with a 
view to satisfying himself in what manner and to 
what extent assistance can be given the industry- in 
that province. The Governor’s proposals as regards 
Income Tax include the following schedule :_
~ _ Rates in Sterling.
On the first £300
On every additional pound and exceeding £300 but 

not exceeding £750 ...
Exceeding £750. but not £1.000 -/6

-/9 
1/-
1 6

3/-
4/-
5/-
6 -

» £1,000,
„ £1.500, „
„ £2,000, „
„ £2,500, „
„ £3,000, ,,
» £4,000, ..

and exceeding £5.000
Public opinion is

£1,500 .
£2,000 .
£2,5)0
£3.000 .
£1,000 .
£5,000 .

. , xV . /r strong against the levying of the 
Act, but there is little doubt that the measure will ™ 
through and the tax be levied as from 1922.—Muni- 
tiir^ f°r Geo5getown forecast the expendi-
tJwti T^5°f829’ and the Council hav* decided on a 
Town Tax of 3 per cent, on the appraised value of
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property in the City.—Messrs. Wieting and Richter’s 
grocery business has recently been amalgamated with 
Messrs. Booker Bros.’ grocery department, the fusion 
taking effect as from January ist, 1922. There have 
been several heavy showers, but apart from a few 
hours flooding, no damage has been done. The rice 
crop has, on the other hand, suffered severely, and the 
East Indian Community has been badly hit.

In a further letter, dated November 28th, Mr. 
Fitzpatrick says that the Sea Defence question is by 
no means settled, and it is expected by some that 
the Director of Sea Defences will fight the matter of 
the 10 mile limit to the last ditch. The subject will 
probably come up for discussion during the present 
sitting of the Court of Policy.—The Governor promised 
a deputation consisting of Mr. C. Farrar, Hons. A. P. 
Sherlock and T. Smellie, and Messrs. Carr, Austin, 
Streckland and M. Gonsalves, who put before him the 
difficulty of supplying certificates of origin in the form 
demanded, that until the question of the Colony 
adopting the certificate recommended by the Imperial 
Customs Conference was settled, the Comptroller of 
Customs would be instructed to accept suppliers’ 
signatures in lieu of those of manufacturers.—Major 
Board, Mr. Hague, and Mr. Stewart Smith, of the 
United Distillery Co., are at present in the Colony 
enquiring into the practicability of cultivating the 
cassava plant in the neighbourhood of estates and 
villages, and of purchasing surplus molasses, both 
products being required for conversion into power 
alcohol.—Mr. P. E- F. Cressall, the District Inspector 
of Police, son of Mr. Paul Cressall, was married on 
November 12th to Miss Olga Seedorff, youngest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Seedorff, the ceremony 
being performed by Canon Moody at St. George’s 
Cathedral.

British Honduras and Mr. Wood.

Hon. A. R. Usher, writing on December ist, speaks 
of the great disappointment which has been caused 
throughout the colony by the news that Mr. Wood will 
not be able to visit British Honduras, and says that 
Mr. Churchill’s suggestion that a deputation should 
proceed to Jamaica to interview him there has not met 
with local approval, it being felt that a personal visit 
and contact with the community would do more good 
and create more interest.

The Clarion publishes the first report of Colonel 
Vaughan, representing the Rockfeller Foundation on 
the Yellow Fever Outbreak, covering the month of 
October. He states that the breeding of stegomyia 
mosquitoes in Belize is now under control. With 
very few exceptions, the attitude of the population has 
been helpful to the inspectors. There has been a 
material improvement in the sanitary condition 
of the town, but this work must continue for 
months in the most vigorous manner.—Only 537 
persons out of 1,400 exercised the right of voting at the 
Town Board Elections, which resulted 111 the return of 
the following members : Messrs. Forman, Evans 
Wagner, C. W. Vernon, H. B. Lord, A. Pandy, and 

Rev. R. Cleghorn.

Grenada’s Financial Position.
At a meeting of the Legislative Council on Novem­

ber 24th, a minute by the Governor was read, sum- 
. - . • _ X1-. I lipa. MV V"'- ----- -, ,

the conclusions of the Committee of the 
... x- :------------ into the

the

marising ----- --- . .
Executive Council appointed to inquire into 
financial condition of the Colony. Instead 0 
year’s revenue being ¿145,782, as estimated, it will 

probably be only ¿99,140. Already the Government 
was living on borrowed money, the expenditure 
having exceeded the revenue for a number of years 
past. By drastic reduction of expenditure and addi­
tional imposts, it is hoped to balance the Colony’s 
accounts.

Sir Julian Orde in Jamaica.

An action against the Governor has been started 
before Mr. Justice Sisnett by Mr. E. F. H. Cox, who 
claims ¿5,000 as damages for the withholding of his 
pension to which he asserts he is entitled as an ex­
public servant.—Sir Julian Orde, secretary of the 
Royal Automobile Club, who is on a visit to the 
Island, stated in an interview given to the Gleaner, 
that he intended to make an official report to his club 
on the roads and scenery of Jamaica. He added that he 
was disappointed to find that the great bulk of the cars 
used in the island were of American make, a matter he 
intended to bring before the home manufacturers. He 
thought the local price of petrol far too high, seeing 
how near they were to great supplies.—Mr. T. H. 
Macdermot read an interesting paper at Gayle on 
December ist, on the Constitution, which the lecturer 
submitted had been outgrown and should be ex­
tended on popular lines. On December 2nd a confer­
ence of the various Parochial Boards was held at which 
the points to be submitted to Mr. Wood were decided, 
including questions of taxation, health and vagrancy. 
A committee formed to afford relief to distressed 
Jamaicans in Panama, has been able to send over 
¿100 already in this cause.
' The Rev. Wilmot A. Bryan, writing from s.s. 
Patuca. on November 26th, gives an interesting account 
of a meeting which was held on board during the 
voyage out to Jamaica on the evening of Wednesday, 
Nov. 23rd, the subject of discussion being “ The 
Confederation of the West Indies.” The Bishop of 
Jamaica, who was then on his way to the island, pre­
sided. The principal speaker was Sir Alexander 
Swettenham, a former Governor of Jamaica. Other 
speakers were the Rev. J. Curray (Wesleyan) and the 
Hon. W. P. Sangster. It was pointed out by the latter 
that both in politics and economics the interests of all 
the islands were practically at one. But the chief 
obstacle in the way of the scheme would seem to be a 
natural or physical one, that of the distance of the 
islands from each other, and the difficulties of com­
munication. On this ground the feeling of the meeting 
was against the scheme. Nearly all the passengers 
were present, among whom were several Jamaica 
residents.

St. Vincent Cotton Sales.

A letter has been circularised among planters, 
expressing the regret of the British Cotton Growing 
Association that West Indian cotton has been sold 
recently in America at 2id. to 23d., and stating that 
this cotton should be always equal to best Sak ell a rides, 
which is quoted at 34^ to 35^- Although the Fine 
Spinners have enough cotton for two years, the Cotton 
Growing Association state that they have recently 
been able to dispose of 1,000 bales from various of the 
Islands for 34^- to 38d., but owing to the sales to 
America, the price has dropped. Commenting on this, 
the Tinies says that the planters were not to be blamed, 
for the Leeward Islands growers had practically a 
year’s crop in England unsold, whilst 23d. at Mont­
serrat represented 34d. at Liverpool.
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A Tobago—New York Service.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on November 30th, 
states that the total rainfall for the month is under 
six inches in his district. The young cacao crops look 
favourable, and light pickings are being made. Owing 
to low prices, development work is being curtailed, 
which, it is feared, may check the progress of the 
Island. The unemployment question is not likely to 
be serious, as so many of the peasant proprietors and 
contractors can almost subsist on the produce of their 
gardens, whilst suggestions are being made to the 
Government that now is a favourable time to proceed 
with development work, for which funds are provided 
under the £1,000,000 loan.— A meeting has been 
arranged to take place at Scarborough between a repre­
sentative of the Clyde Steamship Line and the Plan­
ters’ Association and genera! public to discuss the 
prospects of a monthly call of their steamers at Tobago 
cn route for New York. A service under the Canadian 
contract would probably be more useful both for cargo 
and passengers, and it is suggested that the Canadian 
steamers might be used as the Inter-Colonial Mail 
connecting with the Trans-Atlantic service, which 
would have the effect of economising in the latter and 
enable the British West Indies to contribute more 
freely to the Canadian service. Meanwhile, the Clyde 
Line is prepared to send their steamships to Scar­
borough if about 100 tons of cargo are guaranteed, and 
have offered to assist in marketing the produce in 
New York. The freight rates would be the same as 
from Trinidad, and the Port of Spain transhipment 
expenses avoided. The question resolves itself into 
one of the provision of suitable storage barges at 
Scarborough, and the planters combining to supply the 
necessary cargo.

Trinidad.

Sir Francis Watts, Dr. Farmer and Mr. H. A. Ballou 
have arrived from Barbados in connection with the 
establishment of the West Indian Agricultural College. 
During their stay they will be the guests of the Acting 
Governor at Government House. On November 28th 
in company with Mr. W. G. Freeman, the party paid a’ 
visit to St. Augustine to determine the exact site for 
the College residences.

®ve of his retirement, Mr. Hancock, Director 
°r Education, has reviewed the educational progress 
of the colony. Since the Education Commission of 
1914 many important improvements have been effected 
but certain of the Commission’s recommendations’ 
have still to be put into force.

INDIA AND BRITISH GUIANA.
The Indian delegation which is to visit British 

Guiana to investigate the opportunities offered there 
to Indian colonists, has arrived in London and will 
leave for Georgetown this month. It comprises 
Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai. M.L.C., Deputy

Of the Madras Legislative CouAciljV. 

CM1 J CLE’ °£ the Indian
T wLv P,md,t Vcnkateah Narayan
uwary ot Allahabad. J

°f tho de!?gati°n is the outcome of the 
British Guiana Colonisation movement of iqiq

resumption of Indian immigration, on a free

SOME COMPANY NOTES.
The Antigua Sugar Factory, Limited.

The directors, in their second annual report, which 
covers the year ended September 30th, 1921, state that th»* 
crop season of 1921 had been the most anxious and difficult 
time since the factory was erected. Occasionally in 
Antigua there is a year without “pond rains,’’ and they 
were protected against trouble from this by their ample 
water storage capacity, but the island had now 
through two years without “pond rains.’’ Such a pro­
longed drought had not been experienced within the 
memory of the inhabitants. The want of water seriously 
interrupted the work of the factory; in many weeks it 
could only manage half a week’s work, and it had to stop 
entirely for a considerable time. With the aid of a spring 
the grinding of all the canes on contracting estates was 
completed. The purity of the juice averaged slightly over 
82 per cent, for the season, but at the time when the
factory resumed grinding after a stoppage, and had then 
only fresh cane, all the cut canes having been ground 
before the stoppage, the purities were 85 to 86 per cent.

The foliowing figures give the results 
comparison with previous years :

Canes ... ... t.
Sugar
Sucrose in Cane
Fibre in Cane
Sucrose in Megass
Purity of Juice
Recovery of Sucrose in Canes
Yield of Sugar
Price of Sugar per ton .

A serious loss was incurred

of the year and a

1921. 1920. 1915
80.182 93 793 90.189

8.949 10.638 9.904
13.02 13.02 12 57
17 .73 16.90 16 66
3.13 3.09 2.79

82.15 82.92 83.70
82.36 83.62 83.90
11.15 11.35 10.98

£26.8.3 £3704 £19 13 5
... . --------  owing to the Government of
Antigua having embargoed 300 tons of our sugar beyond 
what was required for local consumption, notwithstanding 
the protests of our manager. On their releasing it later 
on, when the market had fallen heavily, the Roval Com- 
missjon, to whom they had sold the entire crop Jess anv 
porbon embargoed declined to accept the sugar under 
their contract on the ground of late delivery. The re-sale 
of the sugar showed a loss of £7,600. A further consider 
able loss was incurred through the failure of a buyer in 
L b.A. to carry out a purchase of molasses.
.2 -account shows a surplus of £17,788 
m nts^—t0 be 3 ocated 36 follows, in terms of the agree

To planters—£8,894 9s. 4d„ equal to 2 3.877 per tun of 
canes, making a total payment of 31/8$ per ton to share 
holders, £8,894 9s. 3d P

“- ■ -

The Demerara Railway Company.

has beci r*ceived from Demerara stating that 
ment the a^r^ment with the Govern
railway has now be^pa^d ° Bv^^ COmPan<*
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holders of ordinary stock on the company’s register at the 
closing of business on December 31st. The annuities to 
which the stockholders are entitled will bear the designa­
tion “ British Guiana (Demerara Railway) Permanent An­
nuities.” These annuities are payable on June 30th and 
December 31st. The first payment will be made by the 
Crown Agents on June 30th next. They will be transfer­
able by deed. All transfers and other communications 
relating to them must, be sent to the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, Millbank, S.W.l.

St. Kitts (Basseterre) ^ugar Factory, Ltd.
The tenth annual report, which covers the year ended 

September 30th, 1921, states that the crop was very short, 
being 20 per cent, below last year, principally owing io 
long drought in the early stages of growth of the canes. 
There had also been a heavy drop in the sugar market. 
In consequence of these circumstances, the profits of the 
year had been cut down to less than one-third of those of 
last year, but, on the other hand, the Excess Profits Duty 
had now come to an end, and the net profit left with the 
company was not very different from last year’s net 
amount. The following figures give the results of the year 
and a comparison with previous years :—

1917.

Canes ... ... Tons 97,372
Sugar ... ... ,, 11,843
Sucrose in Cane % 13.38

„ ,, Megass „ 2.60
Purity of Juice ,, 85.5
Recovery of Sucrose

in Cane ... „ 87.08
Yield of sugar 96% ,, 12.16 
Priceof Sugar perton £18 13 2

1918. 1919. 1920. 1921.

62,354 81,078 86,731 73,102
7,314 8,814 10,037 7,997
13.02 12.11 12.80 12.18
2 50 2.54 2.51 2.52

86.2 84. 83.4 83.6

86.55 86.20 86.62 86.02
11.73 10.87 11.57 10.94

£20 91 £25 00 £3715 4 £27 4 8

After charging revenue with £18,000 for interest and 
sinking fund on debentures, and additions to sinking fund, 
there remains a surplus of £36,992 4s. 8d., to be allocated 
as follows :—To original contractors, £18,496 2s. 4d., giving 
a supplementary payment of 5/7 per ton, making a total 
of 31 /6£d.; to “ A ” shareholders, £17,646 10s. 2d.; to 
factory staff fund, £849 12s. 2d. The amount remaining 
at the credit of the “ A ” shareholders, after additions 
and deductions, as shown in the balance sheet, is £34,044 
16s. 6d. The directors recommend the payment of a 
dividend of 3/- per share, which will absorb £9,750, and 
leave a balance of £24,294 16s. 6d. subject to Income Tax 
and Corporation Profits Tax. The directors have received 
applications from planters in the northern district of the 
island to join the factory, and they are having a survey 
for a railway made, which they hope will enable them to 
meet their wishes.

Ste. Madeleine Sugar Company, Ltd.
The directors, in their second annual report, for the year 

ended June 30th, 1921, state that they regret that the 
result of the year’s working showed a heavy loss, partly 
owing to short’crops, but more to unprecedented economic 

The short crops were due to serious. damage 
weather during theconditions.

from heavy rains in

expenses. The com-

by frog-hoppers and unfavourable 
growing season. Further loss arose 
the crop season, which continually delayed the reapin; 
and dragged it on until July 11th, -------- I th. 
proper time, adding greatly to the .
pany’s estate canes fell below the average of the seven 
previous years by 25,000 tons, or 21 per cent. The general 
economic conditions for the past crop were d.sastrous 
throughout the West Indies. The extreme sugar pne« .n 
1920 resulted in the cost of production rising to
tant height Owing to labour getting out of hand the 
high costs were maintained throughout this season winle, 
on the other hand, the prices for sugar dropped heavily. 
The conditions in Trinidad were worse than elsewhere. 

a month beyond the

The company’s manager writes: “ The opening of the year 
1920-21 found Trinidad in a very hysterical condition. 
Sugar was two or three times h;gher than what anyone 
had ever dreamed of; cocoa was also booming, and oil com­
panies were springing up everywhere and bringing out 
large staffs, which had to be housed, fed, and transported 
about the country. No one seemed to realise the value 
of money, and ridiculous prices were paid on all sides. Oil 
companies were drawing on labour for roads and dams, 
and cane farmers were employing those who would other­
wise have been available for estates. From this it will be 
seen that labour had the whip-hand, and employers with 
work to be done had to take what they could get and 
be thankful.”

The following figures give the results of the year and a 
comparison with previous years :—

1917 1918 1919 1920 1921

1917 1918 1919 1920 1921

Canes grown, Tons 117,511 95,442 95,570 93,495 83,151
„ purchased ,, 116,346 79,486 70,450 82,177 102,128

233,857 174,928 166,020 175,672 185,279

Sugar made 24,472 16,643 16,482 17,510 17,741

Sucrose in Cane ... % 12.56 11.28 11.69 12.09 11.45
„ „ Megass... „ 3.95 3.30 3.46 3.38 3.29

Purity of Juice ... ,, 80.5 79.6 80.5 79.54 80.39
Recovery of Sucrose „ 80.53 81.14 81.59 78.86 80.80
Yield of Sugar 96 deg. „ 10.55 9.51 9.93 9.97 9.63 
Estates Canes, per acre,tons 23.35 19.62 19.44 21.37 19.72

„ Sugar ... „ 2.46 1.86 1.93 2.13 1.90
After taking credit for amount estimated to be recover­

able on account of Excess Profits Duty, the balance stand­
ing to the debit of profit and loss account is £148,985 
Is. 4d., as shown in the accounts. Deducting from this 
the sum of £53,756 12s. 6d., being the net amount carried 
forward from the previous year, the deficit in profit and 
loss account stands at £95,228 8s. lOd. In order to finance 
the company’s operations during the year 1921-22, the 
board found it necessary, under the powers given by 
Article No. 18, to authorise the creation of £200,000 10 per 
cent, debentures, redeemable at 110, of which they have 
allotted £100,000 to the company’s bankers as collateral 
security for advances, and £50,000 were issued to sub­
scribers for cash at par. The above figures do not appear 
in the accounts submitted herewith, as the issue was not 
made until after the close of the past financial year.

The cost of production for the new year, 1921-22, will 
show a large reduction. Wages have fallen to a reason­
able level, and the labourers are working better. The 
prices of fuel, bags, engineering and other stores are also 
much lower, and the Trinidad Government has announced 
that the agricultural, immigration and produce taxes, 
which cost the company £18,800 in the past year, will not 
be imposed on 1922 crop.

Presiding at the meeting on December 23rd, Mr. Moody 
Stuart said that he much regretted submitting a report 
which showed such a heavy loss on the year. At the date 
of the last annual meeting it was expected that the revenue 
for this year would be ample enough to give a good profit, 
but the crop fell short, and prices of sugar fell far short 
of expectations, while the expenditure exceeded estimates. 
In 1920 Cuba was, apparently, in a condition of great 
prosperity, but the lean year 1921 had eaten up the fat 
year 1920, and to-day proprietors were impoverished and 
labourers ’starving. That was the position in the great 
centre of the West Indian sugar production, and, untorta- 
natelv, what happened in Cuba governed the prices of 
sugar, and, to a large extent the conditions of labour, for 
all° interested in the industry.

It must be difficult for anyone not m the sugar market 
to realise the extent of the market changes and the rapidity
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of these changes, and how impossible it was to foresee them. 
A lurid light was thrown on them by the experience of the 
Royal Sugar Commission in its purchase of the Mauritius 
crop of last year. The Commission bought that crop for 
£18,000,000, and its value on arrival was £5,000,000—his 
figures were a rough calculation, probably not far out— 
so that there was a depreciation of £13,000,000, or nearly 
three-quarters of the value, between the date of purchase 
and date of arrival. Such times had never been passed 
through before, and he thought they would never see the 
like again. They had severely shaken some of the biggest 
sugar concerns in the world.

The motion for the adoption of the report and accounts 
was adopted after some discussion.

Trinidad Leaseholds, Limited.
Presiding at the annual general meeting on December 

22nd, Mr. T. J. Milner, after reviewing the accounts, which 
were summarised in last Circular, said that towards the 
close of the financial year, and for some time thereafter, 
drilling on Forest Reserve was much retarded by excep­
tionally heavy rains, the roads at times being rendered 
quite unfit for heavy transport. Recent results, however, 
showed a marked improvement, last month’s return being 
18,000 tons. This total was equal to their previous record 
production. The increase was attributable to the substan­
tial yield from a new well brought in late in October, to 
which he would refer later.

There was little of importance to record as regards the 
Barrackpore field, which continued to give a steady produc­
tion.

Drilling difficulties in well No. 1 on the Piparo field 
led to its abandonment at 1,184 ft. No commercial pro­
duction was obtained, although a show of high-grade oil 
was encountered at a shallow depth. A new well, located 
nearby, was down to 1,382 ft., and drilling was being con­
tinued. From their experience and that of several other 
companies, drilling was by no means easy in that neigh­
bourhood, owing to heavy gas pressure and swelling clays. 
Their technical staff continued to devote the closest study 
to the problem of dealing with the heavy gas pressures and 
heaving sands.

After referring to the development of the refinery and 
plant, he said that they had been under contract to supply 
the Admiralty with the main portion of their fuel oil, and 
this engagement expired in September next. The price 
they received originally was very low compared with present 
standards, but it was revised in July, 1920, on a sliding 
scale, based on American crude quotations. While prices 
in the States remained at the level ruling during the 
second half of 1920, they secured a considerable advantage 
over the original contract terms, but when the slump in 
American prices came, which began in January last, all 
this advantage was lost, and during the present year the 
Admiralty price had been very low indeed. Quotations 
for certain grades of American crude fell during the first 
six months of the present year over 70 per cent.

During the past few months crude prices in the States 
had in many cases regained a substantial portion of the 
fall, indicating that the oil industry was gradually recover­
ing from the effects of over-production. As a result of 
this rise their present Admiralty price was considerably 
above the lowest. He was pleased to inform them that a 
new contract with the Admiralty had recently been arranged 
for a minimum period of three years. It would come into 
force in April next, and provided not only for a substan­
tially larger annual delivery of fuel oil than under the 
existing contract, but the price basis was much more 
advantageous to their company. The present contract 
would be completed, but deliveries in excess of the quan­
tity for which it provided would come within the scope of 
the new arrangement.

The motion that the report and accounts be adopted 
was Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The views expressed by correspondents under this 
heading are not necessarily those of The West India

Circular.Committee

FEDERATION.

Sir,—As 
place with

the old year slowly prepares to take its 
its companions of centuries, but not with­

out having left its ineffaceable impress on the many 
activities of man, as seen in the “ Disarmament 
Conference ” in Washington, the partial solution of 
the Irish question, the disquieting conditions in Egypt 
and in India, and in the so far very successful travels 
of H.R.H. the Prince of W’ales, there looms on the 
horizon the pleasing and promising spectacle of 
“ Greater powers of local self-government for the 
West Indies.” It is truly significant of the vagaries 
of Nature that while the Empire views with deep con­
cern the discordance of political associations in the 
East, it welcomes the peaceful outlook of conditions 
in the West, and extends to its Western peoples the 
much craved for chance for a broader development of 
local manhood and womanhood, thereby creating a 
profounder and more lasting sense of loyalty and 
friendship to a commonwealth whose ennobling trium­
virate of fairness, justice and freedom makes it the 
envy of nations and empires.

The recommendation for the extension of broader 
and greater powers of self-government for the West 
Indian Islands by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies, Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., will, if 
realised, be conducive to a better understanding be­
tween the darker races of the Empire and those in 
authority, and must tend to the establishment of a 
wider spirit of general sympathy with native aspira­
tions by the powers that be. The way will be made 
clearer for fuller self-development of the islanders and 
a greater desire among the islands for closer political 
and commercial union, a sine qua non, if the Indies 
are to faithfully remain a strategical section of the 
Empire, with which they have been linked for cen- 
tunes will be maintained. This latter condition is 
most desirable when one recalls that some of the 
gayest of Bntam’s naval and military men have given 
their lives in an effort to unite these Atlantic “ oases ” 
to the great British family of nations, and in no less 
a sacrificing measure have the native sons repeatedly 
shown their appreciation of this family unity by bein'- 
ever willing to shoulder arms beside their British 

defence of all that is dear to the Empire 
b?™3? *ense of gratitude forever ignore re­

peated acts of loyalty, unselfishness and sacrifice? 
Separation and even death were greater rewards than 
continued) political »enthralment and development!? 
an”d ^ft^ thJ b^hter day dawninX 

ho™ f Æer’ and the fulfilment of the cherished 
win be^UseFiîd th 1S’ander? home and abroad 
of srea^ the apprec.ation of the extension

Î A. P°lltlcal and commercial powers should 
islands0 that ofSavin^ ^¡«on for 7^ 
islands, that of Federation, without whinh ... v suggested political union wkh Canada or ^UCh’

Whose custody, I venturi
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care of the British Commonwealth could to-day be 
safely entrusted, much less the care of. conditions 
insular, and who, if a fair chance, unfettered by dis­
trust and patent suspicion, be given them, will give 
the most creditable account of themselves in steering 
the governmental W. Indian bark clear of cataracts 
and shoals.

To the influence of your ever vigilant and pro­
gressive Committee a large share of credit must be 
extended for the visit of the Parliamentary Under­
secretary of the Colonies to the West Indies, and 
indirectly for the great benefit thus promised, result­
ant of the personal impressions there received.

, I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

R. Wellesley Bailey, M.D.
57, New Cross Road,

New Cross, S.E.14.
27th December, 1921.

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.
Visitors from the West Indies are invited to register their addresses 

at the West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C. 
By doing so they will facilitate the forwarding of their correspond­
ence. Among those at present registered are :—
Mrs. S. Archer
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey
Mr. L- Lambert Bell
j rigadier-General J. A. Bell 

Smythe, C.B., C.M.G.
Sir Henry A. Bovell
Mr. James Brown
Mr. A. S. Burleigh
Mr. J. W. Cathcart
Mr. Gerald O. Case 
Mr. Albert Cherry 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, B.A..M.R.
Mr. W. P. Ebbels
Mr. A. Grey Eckel
Mr. C. G. S. Elvey
Mr. -.J. Evans
Mr. A. J. Findlay. M.A.
Hon. H. Ferguson
Mr- J- J. Franco 
Dr. F. H. Gewand 
Mr. Gordon Graham

Mr. J. T. Greg
Mr. Ralph R. Hall
Mr. Albert T. Hammond
Mr. E- E. C. Hosack
Mr. W. P.; Humphrey
Mr. H. Thompson King
Mr. J. P. Kirkness
Mr. H. N. Leacock. .............
Mr. Dugald MacPhail
His Hon. Mr. Justice W. P.

Michelin
Mr. R. Nicol
Mr. John O’Connor, M.C. “
Hon. T. W. B. O’Neal
Dr. E. G. Pilgrim
Mr. J. H. Rapsey
Lieut. W. M. Richards
Mr. T. Gordon Rose
Mr. Ivan J. Scott 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy .
.Mr. Frederick Williams

Mr. N. Macleod Balden, West View, Milngavie, N.B.
Mr. John M. Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.
Mr.Archibald Gordon. c/o Messsrs. John Leckie &Co., 84, Fore Street,. E.C.
Mr. A. M. Reid, South Cerneys Cirencester,’ Glos.
Mr. H Blin Stoyle, Crediton, Devon.

WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders <& Fyffes Ltd.
Sailings to West Indies from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. 

Coronado, December 31st:—

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The follotring dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximdte only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping, companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

The Misses Ainsworth 
(2)

Mr. C. Atkins
The Misses Atkins (2) 
Captain H. A. Baker,

M.C. 
Maior H. Standish Ball 
Miss G. E. M. Beasley- 

Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Beaumont & fam. 
MissC. B. Blaxland 
Mr. & Mrs. J. V. Burn- 

Murdoch 
Captain G. I. Campbell 
The Misses Carringion 

(2) 
Mr. N. Copland 
Mr. H. E. Crum-Ewing 
MissC. B. Crum-Ewing 
Mr. & the Hon. Mrs.

H. C. M. Daniell 
Miss I.M. Damon 
Mr. T. H. Davies-

Colley 
Sir Edward Davson 
Dr. & Mrs. C. G. 

Gooding

Mr. W. W. F. Goudà 
Mr. & Mrs. D. M.

Hahn 
Miss H. Hahn 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. E. Hancock 
Mr. A. Hawley 
Mr. A. J. Hearn 
Mrs. I.J. Higgon 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M.

Howell
Miss P. M. M. Howell 
Mr. R. Jamieson 
Miss I.. F. Johnston 
Hon. J. Challénor

Lynch 
Mr. J. F. Lynch 
Mrs. C. A. Maxwell 
Miss E. McCullum 
Mr. V. A. Miller 
Miss G. H. C. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Moody-

Stuart 
Miss E. Moody-Stuärt 
Mn E... Newton 
Lady Beatrice Ormsby-

' Gore 
Miss D. Pitt

Mr. T. J. Redhead, 
M.C.

Miss A. M. Roberts 
Mr. A. M. Rodriguez 
Mr. & Mrs. A. W.

Rogers
The Marquess of 

Salisbury, K.G.
Mr. & Mrs. J. N. E.

Sanderson
Mr. & Mrs. F. Sims 

Williams 
Mrs. H. C. Smart 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M.

Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. R. Stirling 
Mr. J. Ward 
Miss C. Whitehead 
Colonel Sir S. H.
Wilson, K.B.E., C.B., 

C.M.G.
Lady Wilson
The Misses Wilson (2) 
Lady Dorothy Wood 
Miss Doli Wyllatde, 

F.R.G.S.

To From Packet Sailings,
B’dos & T’dad . . Dover ... Oranje Nassay. ■ .. Jan. 7
J’aca & B’mas.. . Glasgow ... Median . \ 7
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Manzanares - „ 9
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Chirripo • • „ 9
B’dos & T’dad.. . Liverpool ... Of ani an .. „ i'o
-West Indies .. : London .... Ingo nt a ' ‘ • .. „ 13
Jamaica . . Bristol ...Câmito . . „ 16

West Indies ... New York ... Par ima ... Jan. 25
Bahamas
G’ada, T’dad &

New York • • ... Siboney ' ; J 28

Demerara New York ... Maraval
Feb.

31
West Indies 
B’mas, J’aca & 
B. H’das

Halifax ... Caraquet 3

Halifax ... Canadian Forester „ 3

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES
LATEST QUOTATIONS.

Div.
4 %

-3à %

Sailings 
December 26th:—
Miss M. E. Beanland 
Miss E. E. Bonsor 
Colonel & Mrs. H.

Bryan
Major R. L. Bullock

to Jamaica from Avonmouth, in s.s. Patuca, 3

Antigua ... 4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ..
Barbados ... 3j % Redeemable 1925-42 ..
British Guiana 4 % Redeejnable 1935 ..
British Guiana 3 '

Jan.

Mr. A. N. Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. E. N. Mais 
Baroness Maltzáhn 
Mr. W. McMillan

Mr. & Mrs. J, M.
O’Connor

Mrs. G. Ogg
Mr. E. H. Stammers
Mr. L. J. Stone

4 %
3è %
3 %
4 %

3

io %

Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

The Colonial

. 4. .
4
3è

4
4
3

Bank

Redeemable 1923-45 ...
Redeemable1917-42 ...
Redeemable 1934 ...
Redeemable.1919-49 ...
Redeemable 1922-44 ...
Redeemable1919-44 ...
Redeemable 1917-42 ..
Redeemable 1922-44 ...

61-63 
79^-81 
59:61 
70-72 
80-82 
66-69

37-69
71-73
30-62

61-s

Royal
Sailings to West 

December 21th :— 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander 
Miss Arnold ■ 
Mr. E. Burgess 
Mr.. Mrs. & Miss Doyle 
Mr. & Mrs. S. R.

Drayton

Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Crynssen,

8 % Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary 82-87

Mr. A. Gokool 
Mr. A. Higgs 
Mr. R. Jones 
Mr. McConney 
Mr. & Mrs. Murray 
Mr. A. Nurse 
Mr. Hl B.Piddock

Miss E. Rains 
Mlle. S. Talaine 
Mr. Thompson 
Mr. W. Wilkes 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B.

Williams & fam.

6
6
7

%

10

12|%

Thos. & Jas. Harrison. 4

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
December 23rd :—'
Mr. A. Corral 1 Miss Longley .
Mr. C. B. Jones Mr. A. G. Martin
Rev. & Mrs. W. E.

Longley

in s.s. Specialist, London,

Mr. T. B. McQuade 
Mr. H. R. Stubbing 
Mr. W, Smith

4

%

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co- 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar 
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. 
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/- ... ... ...
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. .. ..............
Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd., 10/- .............
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. (£1) .........................
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. 
General Petroleum of Trinidad.............

Demerara Railway Company Ordinary Stock
Demerara Railway Company 7% Perp. Pref ...
Demerara Railway Company 4% Ex. Pref 
Denierara Railway Company 4% Debenture.

W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary ... . .: 
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. L and Panama Tel. Co , Ltd., ,, 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 5% Debentures...

108-110
2'4è
4/-

39/9
/10i

70/-
/6t 

30/7à ■ 
14/6 ‘

3Ó-4O 
100-105 
57-62
53-58

M

80-85
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone— 

Central 6642.

Telegrams—
" Carib, London."

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.

January 3rd, 1922.

Owing to the Christmas Holidays, little or no business 
has been done in the various markets since the date of 
last Summary.

BANK RATE. Five per cent, as from November 3rd.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Dec.20th Jan.i 
£ s.d. £ s.

In U.S.A. ... 17 2 17
.. France 2 14 2 0
.. Belgium 2 3 3 2 3

Italy ... 3 13 3 3 0
The intrinsic value of t

Dec.20 th
d. £ s. d-
3 In Spain ... 10 2
9 ,, Germany 37 13 5
2 ,, Austria 458 10 (I
7 Holland 18 1
ie gold sovereign is £1

Jan.3rd 
£ s. d.
1 2 2

37 12 0
454 0 0

18 9
3s. 8|d.

SUGAR. There has been a further drop in the New- 
York market during the fortnight, sales of Cubans having 
been made, on the 28th at 3.36 duty paid landed, equiva­
lent to 1.60c., f.o.b. Cuba, which is a record low’ price as 
regards 96 deg. sugar. There was, however, a slight re­
action on the following day, prices advancing to 3.48c. 
Owing to the New Year’s holiday, there was no quotation 
yesterday.

Futures closed on the 29th at: March 2.09, May 2.24. and 
July 2.41.

In the Home Market, the refiners lowered their spot price 
on the 27th ult. by 9d., the value of granulated being re­
duced to 46/6. Spot American granulated was quoted on 
the 30th at 45/9. West Indian crystallised was quoted at 
the same date at from 38/- to 40/-, and imitation yellow 
crystals were reduced to 41/-. The c.i.f. price of 96 deg. is 
about 10/3, sales having been previously made at 10/6, 
as against preferential sugar at 64/- c.i.f. White Java 
on the spot has sold at 43/6.

The Terminal Market quotations on the 30th were
QRo Feb- Mar. May.

11/3 11/6 H/6f 
We ............... X6/9 16/Hi 16/111

Ine market has been closed since that date.

COPRA is dull, and very little business doing. West 
India f.m.s. is quoted at £26 10s., c.i.f. Ixmdon.

COTTON generally is in fair demand, but West 
Indian Sea Island is neglected. Prices are unchanged at : 
medium 26d., fine 34d., and extra fine I2d. Imports in 
the 52 weeks ended December 29th, 5,232 bales.

HONEY. Since the last public auctions in November, 
honey has remained very quiet, and prices are unchanged. 
It is improbable that the extreme rates paid for fine «hite 
set Jamaica (up to 97/6) would be obtainable to-day.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed re­
mains unchanged, with sellers at 15/- per lb., but there 
are no buyers. Distilled remains quiet, with no sales re­
ported. Lime Juice. Concentrated continues quiet, 
and no business has yet been done. There is nothing 
doing in Raw, but good qualities are scarce. Quotations 
are quite nominal.

LOGWOOD is dull and unchanged.
ORANGE OIL. There is no change or business to 

report in either Sweet or Bitter.
RUBBER. .Although the market has been quiet owing 

to the holiday^, the undertone has been decidedly firm. 
Spot crepe lljd., spot sheet H|d.

SPICES. Business has been done in Pimento for 
January-February shipment at 19/-, c.i.f. Hamburg. There 
are spot sellers at 2$d. to 2 5-16d. Ginger is firm, but 
nothing is offering on spot.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
The following cablegrams have been received regarding 

the weather in the West Indies:_
<( Barbados (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), January 3rd ■ 

Good showers generally throughout the Island.” 
Demerara (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), December

30th : “ We have had more rain since last message.”

o Th® WeSt Indian suSar statistics in London on December 
¿4tn were:—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1921.
46,897
50,346
4,955

1920. 
62,065 
61,233
8,968

1919.
50,337 Tons.
48,393 „
8,136

RUM. The market remains lifeless, both for home trade 
and for export. Prices are all nominal.

1 he stocks in London on December 24th

The charge for the announcement of Birth», Marriage» 
and Deaths is 3/6 for three lines and 1/- for each additional 
line. Cheques, postal orders, etc., should be made payable

JNDIA Circular, and cro»»ed
colonial Bank.

were :—

Jamaica ... 
Demerara
Total of'all kinds

1921
10,938 
17,440 
38,275

1920
9,388 

14,987 
34,546

CACAO is quiet and unchanged. West 
main at: fine Grenada 50/-, Trinidad 52/- 
fine 47/- to 50/-.

The stocks in London on December 24th

1919
6,708 Puns.

15,222 „
28,869 .,

Indian sorts re­
to 60/-, Jamaica

xj

MARRIAGE.
Driver—Stapleton.—On December 81st, at St. Andrew’» 

bride Jort C* Ba*SaIey-™<^ of
Frtj n ~J Bdmund’ youngest son of Mr. and Mrs 
r Beeston> to Gwendoline, daughter of Mr
and Mrs. A. Stapleton, of Nottingham. *

1921.
Trinidad ... 13,637
Grenada ... 13,788
Total of all kinds 99,345
ARROWROOT is dull and 

6fd.

1920.
29,658
21,291

203,940

were :—
1919.

25,583 Bags.
13,908

117,319
without change at 31d. to

* v^ued at 3/7 to 
o,8 spot, or 3/5 c.i.f., near positions.

BAY OIL. There is no fresh business to report.

k' Publ!c W?ich "ere c,ased ™ December 
20th, will be resumed on the Sth inst. Only a small 
at MOA.'8 PriVate,y- Fi"e Blue Mountain has sold

It is remarkable how badly informed great public 
^f^u?%hre Tn ^ensu^ects they 
write about Thus Lord Rothermere. in i recent 
number of the Sunday Pictorial sneaking rd 

States tnl-o • 1, i n • that the UnitedStates takes the bulk of the West Indian stmar 
The facts are that m the years 1914,-ia nn qnfy ?_ 
We^V^ the United
R June

o£ phenomenal prices due to the Cuban’“^^^^ 
when sugars from all naris rd tk~ i a noia UP’
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The West India Committee Rooms.
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Central 6642.

Telegrams :
Carib. London.

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

January 17th, 1922.

The Question of Income Tax.

IT is probable that those who have to administer 
the Income Tax Laws in the West Indies will 
be as glad as we are to learn that the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies has adopted the suggestion 
of The West India Committee, and has appointed 
an Inter-departmental Committee to consider the 
complicated question of income tax in the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies, with special reference 
to the position of “ non-resident ” companies and 
individuals. In principle the arrangement at pre­
sent in force is simplicity itself. Where companies 
and individuals are assessable to income tax in a 
colony as well as in the United Kingdom, the rate of 
the colonial tax, up to one-half of the United King­
dom rate, is deducted from the rate payable in the 
United Kingdom. Where, on the other hand, the 
rate of the colonial tax exceeds one-half of the 
United Kingdom rate, relief in respect of the excess 
is afforded in the colony. Thus a taxpayer assessed 
at, say, 6-/ in the £ in the United Kingdom and 
8/-«in a colony, would pay 3/- in the United King­
dom and 3/- in the colony; and if assessed at 6/- 
here and 4/6 in the colony, he would pay 3/- here 
and 3/- in the colony. Unfortunately, this system 
in practice is not so simple as it looks, owing to the 
absence of uniformity in Income Tax legislation in 
the United Kingdom and in the Colonies, which 
makes it a practical impossibility to arrive at any 
true basis,of comparison. Thus, while companies 
in the United Kingdom are assessed on their average 
profits of the three preceding years, they are 
assessed in the colony on those of the preceding 
year. Again, whilst in the United Kingdom the 
income tax year runs from April 6th to April 5th, 
it is the calendar year in the colonies. Moreover, 
the old system of a sliding scale of allowances has 
been adopted in the Colonies, whilst in the United 
Kingdom this has been replaced by what is virtually 

a flat rate of tax; all individual taxpayers enjoying 
certain statutory allowances, whether their income 
is £200 or £20,000. It may readily be imagined 
that these discrepancies must make the position of 
an assessor in the West Indies no less than that of 
the unfortunate “ non-resident ” taxpayer by no 
means an enviable one. This, however, is only the 
fringe of the subject, and many anomalies will have 
to be removed before the harmonious working of 
the Colonial with the United Kingdom income tax 
laws can be assured. Every day fresh surprises 
are sprung upon the taxpayer, the latest suggestion, 
for example, being that in British Guiana banks 
should be assessed on the assumption that their 
profits made in the colony bear the same relation to 
the total profits of the Bank as their assets in the 
colony bear to their aggregate assets. Thus an 
English bank making an actual loss in British 
Guiana might be assessed as having made a 
profit, because it made a large profit elsewhere ! 
The Imperial Exchequer would thus be sacrificing 
to a colony tax on income not derived from that 
colony. The British Guiana Income Tax Bill has, 
however, been thrown out, and we need not, there­
fore, now pursue this subject. We have been 
informed by business firms that the present 
state of affairs in relation to the question 
of double taxation is little short of chaotic, 
and that a determined attempt appears to be being 
made at present to collect the tax at the full rate 
both in England and in the colonies, leaving the 
unfortunate taxpayer to claim what he can, where 
he can. It is, therefore, much to be hoped that 
arrangements may be made for an income tax ex­
pert to visit the West Indian colonies in order that 
steps may be taken to reduce the present income tax 
legislation to some degree of uniformity of practice 
with that of the United Kingdom. Jamaica already 
has the advantage of having such an expert in Mr. 
Rickman, who, we gather, is too busily occupied to 
extend his activities in other colonies, and the bene­
fit of his knowledge is shown by recent amendments 
to the income tax laws of that colony. We hope 
that other West Indian colonies will similarly have 
the advantage of expert advice which will help them 
to solve the very complicated problem with which 
they are faced. Meanwhile, we welcome the ap­
pointment of the Inter-departmental Committee, 
with Sir Gilbert Grindle, himself a Barrister-at- 
Law, as Chairman, three representatives of the 
Board of Inland Revenue, namely, Mr. Everell, 
Mr. Blatch, and Mr. Browett, and the two legal 
advisers of the Colonial Office, Mr. Bushe and Mr. 
Ehrhardt, with Mr. E. R. Darnley, Principal of 
the same department, “ watching the case ” on 
behalf of the West Indian colonies, and it will be 
surprising if it does not succeed in devising means 
of relieving a situation which is rapidly becoming 
almost intolerable in its complexities.
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THE DIRECTOR OF HEW.
Mr. Arthur Hill’s Appointment.

Mr. Arthur William Hill, F.R.S., M.A., Sc.D., 
F.L.S., has been appointed successor to Sir David 
Prain, C.M.G., C.I.E., F.R.S., Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, who will shortly retire. Mr. 
Hill, who was previously Fellow and Dean of King’s 
College, Cambridge, and University Lecturer in 
Botany, has been Assistant Director of the Gardens 
for the last fourteen years. In 1912 Mr. Hill made 
an extended tour in the West Indian Colonies, and 
it will be recalled tnat he was one of the members 
of the Tropical Agricultural College Committee. As 
Director of Kew he will now, no doubt, be appointed 
a member of the Governing Body of the West Indian 
Agricultural College, to which his West Indian ex­
perience should prove particularly valuable, but it 
is honed that Sir David Prain will, in his private 
capacity, retain a seat on the Governing Body, 
which has already gained such substantial advan­
tage from his wise counsels and varied experience.

THE ENDOWMENT FUND.

The total of The West India Committee Endow­
ment Fund has now reached £23,674 Ils. lOd. The 
Honorary Treasurers have to acknowledge with 
thanks the receipt of the following amounts since 
the last list was published :—

Thirty-Sixth List of Contributions.
Amount previously acknowledged ... £ 23,145 3 8
The Charente S.S. Co. 500 0 0
E. L. H. Macleod, Esq. 5 0 0
H. A. Boyce, Esq. ... 2 2 0
The Dominica Club 2 1 8
John Dopson, Esq. ... 2 0 o
A. K. Taitt, Esq. 2 0 0Dr. J. F. E. Bridger 1 1 o
C. A. Campbell, Esq. ............... 1 1 o
Gordon Graham, Esq. 1 n
R. Radcliffe Hall, Esq., B.A. 1 1

V
o

Thomas Hughes, Esq. 1 1 0Major J. E. King-Church ... 1 1 o
R. A. Leslie, Esq. ... 1 n
J. T. Riccalton, Esq. 1 I

V 
n

J. R. Rosado, Esq. ... 1
u 
n

G. N. D. Sinclair, Esq. 1 A
H. W. F. Temple, Esq. 1

u 
o

A. B. Tucker. Esq. ^2nd donation) 
J. C. Bovell, Esq..................... _
Hon. Carl de Verteuil

1
1

1 
0 
rx

0
10

A. R. Yuille, Esq..................... i u 10
Mrs. Adamson .............. ’ 1 0 10

The West India Committee is the 
body m this country which has not

1U u 
only Colonial 
incrensprl i+c

pre war rate of subscription of one guinea ner 
annum and lt is hoped that every member ^11 
show his appreciation of this fact by paying I s 
dues without delay and by contributing7^ th» 

v s Endowment Fund. Donations, which 
wfll be acknowledged m the Circular, may be paid 
Bank ofyCan1d ° ‘KBank> tke R"yal 
uank of Canada, or of the Canadian Bank of Com 
meree or sent direct to the Seereta^ The w“'t 
India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, London

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Studyation beat education, but starvation 
beat all.”

At a meeting of the Court, held on January 5th. 
Mr. Charles F. Wood was re-elected Chairman, and 
Mr. Cyril Gurney Deputy-Uhairman of the Colonial 
Bank for the ensuing year.

Mr. Cornelius Charles Paine having retired, 
the business of the firm of Messrs. Paines & Reid 
will be carried on by the remaining partner, Mr. 
Arthur B. Blencowe.

* * *
According to the East Indian Patriot, the British 

Guiana Cricket Committee has, as a result of a 
visit paid to Trinidad by Mr. Veerasawmy, invited 
that island to send down to Georgetown a team of 
East Indian cricketers.

* * *
Captain Ronald George Stuart Gunnis, Royal 

Corps Signals, Territorial Force Reserve, has been 
appointed Private Secretary and A.D.C. to the 
new Governor of the Leeward Islands, Sir Eustace 
Twisleton-W ykeham-Fiennes.

* * *
A contemporary in Port of Spain—not the Trini­

dad Guardian—has recently been “ lifting ” copy 
from the Circular, merely acknowledging the 
source as “ W.I.C.C.”—a practice not in accord­
ance with the ethics of journalism.

Several shipping companies, including the Pacific 
Steam Navigation Co. and the Grace Line, are now 
accepting passengers wishing to make the transit of 
the Panama Canal from Cristobal to Balboa or vice 
versa at $10 for the journey, including meals served 
during transit.

* * *
Owing to the need for retrenchment, the Board 

of Trade do not propose to fill the position of Trade 
Commissioner in Trinidad, rendered vacant bv the 
resignation of Mr. A. J. Pavitt, and the woVk of 

^ne Camed on by the Chief Clerk, Mr.
A. w. H. Hall. 

* * *
UnYtedH Stat« e™’1” mOtOr aC(luired f the 
uniied states Government and flying the flag of 
Nicaragua, the Snyder Banana Company is eVrry- 

FTntera’ in Mexico, to Galveston, 
of’ bananas each^oy^ abOUt 10’00° bunchcs 

ste^eraVth?8 ^OUfRSE announce the sailings of 
earners of their line from Calcutta and Rangoon 

to the West Indies on the ]5th of March C 
July and September, and add that supplementary’ 
steamers will be despatched if required The 
HL— “ *•“a -«W™..%

* * *
The London School of Tropical Medicine and the 

Seamen s Hospital Society have suffered 
sTyla^
52 years he was a member of the Hospital Com
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mittee, and deputy-chairman from 1886, and chair­
man in 1898. He was also chairman of the London 
School of Tropical Medicine from its inception.

* * *
The British Sugar Beet Growers’ Society, 

the parent of Home Grown Sugar, Ltd., has
circularised the public with the view of dispos­
ing of Kelham beet sugar. On the receipt of five 
shillings a five pound bag of this sugar will be for­
warded, and the profits of this missionary enterprise 
are to be devoted to the propaganda work of the 
Society. Applications will not be dealt with after 
January 31st, so all desirous of purchasing sugar 
at more than twice its value should lose no time 
in making their remittances.

* * *
Regulation 13 of the Canadian Regulations as 

to marking of goods has been altered, and now 
reads :—

"The name of a manufacturer or his trade mark 
accompanied by the name of the country or a place in a 
province, state, or other division of a country where 
the goods have been manufactured or produced will 
be accepted as sufficient indication of the country of 
origin.”
In the original Regulation the name of the country 
of origin was sufficient.

* * *

The sugar-cane crops on the experimental fields 
of the Botanic Station at Georgetown, Demerara, 
have, during the last few years, been very unsatis­
factory and irregular, which Sir John Harrison 
attributes to the exceptionally heavy nature of the 
soil and to the difficulty of maintaining its tilth 
owing to want of labour. The report of the Depart­
ment of Science and Agriculture of that Colony for 
1919 states that on these fields the surface dressing 
of rice-straw in the proportion of 12 tons to the 
acre has had a marked effect in increasing the 
yield, the excess varying from 1.4 to 4.3 tons of 
canes per acre.

* * *
Researches which have been going on in 

London for some time point to the strong proba­
bility that newspapers will at no great distance of 
time be printed on paper produced from rubber, 
instead of on paper made from wood-pulp, as now. 
The results, says the Manchester Guardtan, already 
derived are such that art paper of the kind used 
in the production of fashion journals and the big 
illustrated newspapers can be made from rubber. 
Further experiments are to be made with a view to 
making newsprint from the same material, and it 
is on this point, perhaps, that interest in the print­
ing industry will centre.

* * *
A pleasing little ceremony was enacted 

16th January at the offices of Messrs. Gillespie Bro . 
& Co., 82, Fenchureh Street, when a presentation 
was made by the partners and staff of the firm to 
Mr. Arthur Johnson on the completion by him on 
the 7th January, of fifty years’ association with its 
interests. The testimonial, which took the form o 
an English bracket clock, and an illuminated ad­
dress in book-form containing the names of the su 

scribers, was presented by the senior partner, who 
referred to Mr. Johnson’s long devotion to the ser­
vice of the firm, and expressed the hope that he 
would be spared for many years of further activity. 
At the same time he asked Mrs. Arthur Johnson’s 
acceptance of a leather needlework-case, as it was 
the unanimous desire of the subscribers that she 
should share in their gift of remembrance.

* * *
Archdeacon F. H. Bindley, in a letter to the 

Times of January 3rd, refers to the fact that in 
the West Indies words which at home have either 
become obsolete or changed in meaning are still 
used with their 17th century connotation. “ To­
day,” he writes, <s in the intensely English Colony 
of Barbados, ‘ lated ’ is used as in Shakespeare, 
‘ interfere ’ in its strictly correct sense of a horse 
‘ forging,’ and ‘ respectable ’ for ‘ very greatly 
esteemed,’ denoting persons in high social or official 
position.” He adds that in 1798 the then secre­
tary of the S.P.G. wrote to the principal of 
Codrington College (a position later held by Arch­
deacon Bindley) of the desire of the society to make 
“ his situation as respectable as possible,” and 
points out that respectable, lust, usury, and vulgar 
are examples of words which have all appreciated.

* * *
Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. Frederick Nicholls, 

J.P., who, we regret to state, died at his residence 
in Toronto on October 25th, was the brother of 
the Hon. H. A. Alford Nicholls, C.M.G., M.D., of 
Dominica. A Senator, he was President and General 
Manager of the Canadian and General Electric 
Company, and a Director of the Toronto Railway 
Company, and was also connected with many other 
important commercial concerns. Regarded as a 
financial organising and industrial genius, he 
rapidly made his mark in Canada, to which country 
he migrated from England in 1874. As a young 
man of 18 he first worked as a reporter, and then 
founded the Canadian Manufacturer. Senator 
Nicholls was a generous supporter of almost every 
worthy philanthropic movement in Ontario, and 
was a deservedly popular member of many social 
and sporting clubs.

* * *
Mr. J. Herbert Scrutton, a member of the 

Executive of The West India Committee, has been 
elected Chairman of the General Committee of 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, of which he was last 
year appointed Deputy-Chaiiman and Treasurer. 
Mr. Scrutton, who is a partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Scrutton, Sons & Co., which was founded by his 
grandfather, was Chairman of the General Ship­
owners’ Society for the year 1905-6, when he first 
took his seat on the Committee of Lloyd’s Register, 
on which he has since served continuously. He was 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Shipping of the 
United Kingdom during the three strenuous years 
1916 to 1918, and in that capacity rendered most 
valuable service to the Government and to British 
shipping. Mr. Scrutton would have been elected 
President of the Chamber at the end of his last year 
of office bad his health at that time permitted. 
Since 1834 there have only been seven Chairmen of 
the Society.
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The yearly imports of flour into the British 
West Indies amount to about a million bags of 196 
lbs. weight. They were at one time almost en­
tirely obtained from the United States, but since 
the Canada-West Indies Agreement came into 
effect imports of American flour to the Indies have 
fallen off steadily, and imports from Canada have 
increased. Now Canada supplies about three- 
quarters of all the flour used in the southern 
colonies. Prior to the Canada-West Indies Agree­
ment a prejudice existed in the minds of the bakers 
against Canadian flour. The bakers had been 
accustomed to use almost exclusively American 
brands of flour, and their prejudice, says the 
Canadian Export Pioneer, lay chiefly in the fact 
that they had not given any Canadian brand of 
flour a fair trial. No doubt Canadian and United 
States flour were practically identical in quality, 
but it was stated that Canadian flour did not keep 
so well in the Indies. However, the old prejudice 
has been forgotten, and Canadian flour is generally 
favoured as against any other.

* * *

Mr. Luis V. de Abad has prepared an estimate of 
the capital invested in the sugar industry in Cuba, 
for a copy of which we are indebted to the Cuba 
Review. His conclusions are summarised as under :

Summary. 1920 1921
Plants, with machinery and build-

... ... ... $600,000,000 $300,000,000
Railroad tracks and rolling stock 215,000,000 146,000,000
The lands, not including the cane 444,000 000 282,500,000 
The cane, not including the land 266,000,000 140000000
Miscellaneous ... ... 150,000,000 100,000,000

$1,675,000,000 $968,500,000
With regard to the cost of a complete plant, he 

states that this might be estimated, on the basis of 
the total capacity of the mill, as follows : for old 
plants, between $6 and $7 per bag of sugar, and, for 
modern plants, between $9 and $10; or $8 as the 
general average. During the years of the war the 
cost constantly increased until it represented, in 
1920, from $20 to $25 per bag. Thus a plant to 
produce 100,000 bags would have cost $2,000 000 
m 1920 compared with $800,000 in 1914. At pre­
sent a plant could not be set up for less than £15 
per bag.

* * *

Gekman potash sales for export during the first 
eleven months of 1921 declined by 50,000 tons of 
pure potash compared with the correspondin'« 
period of the preceding year. According Pfo the 
f eruhser and Feeding-Stufjs Journal, the Potash 
ddikidties thlS Pnmari!y to the transport
djhculties which have prevailed for several months, 
and have hampered coal supplies. Consequentlv 
several plants had to operate on short time. The 
shortage of covered trucks has injured export busi 
ness for numerous foreign orders have been can 
celled owing to the inability of the syndicate to 
effect prompt shipments. The syndicate holds tha° 
the principal cause of the railway failure is the eight 
hour day. If more trucks had been terthcomin , 

sales would have reached at least 100,000 tons. 
Domestic and foreign sales were about equal before 
the war, but it is claimed that conditions are still 
unfavourable for exports. That export shipments 
have increased of late, however, is clearly shown in 
the following table (metric tons) :—

Carnallit, 9-12 per cent K 2O 
Crude salts, 12-15 per cent. K .,() 
Fertiliser salts,including potash 

fertilisers of38percent. K 2O

June.

15
3.008

4,128

Aug.

12,949

12,479

Sept.

27,426

37,091

3,767 14.42G 46.631Value in 1,000 niks.

According to Indian Opinion, an Indian weekly 
journal published in South Africa, the Union 
Government of South Africa have desired Indians 
in that Dominion to consider the possibility of ap­
pointing two delegates to proceed with the Indian 
Deputation to British Guiana to consider whether 
that country will absorb the Indian population from 
South Africa. At a meeting of leading Indians held 
at Durban to consider the question, it would appear 
that it was decided to consider the question at a 
public meeting held under the auspices of the Con­
gress. The emigration of Indians from South Africa 
to other parts of the Empire than India was sug­
gested by Sir Benjamin Robertson in his evidence 
before the South African Asiatic Enquiry Commis­
sion.

Commenting on this, an Indian contemporary 
says : Any Indian who leaves South Africa under 
the reparation scheme of the South African Govern­
ment, Joses his domiciliary rights in South Africa, 
and hence, in the working of the Government 
scheme, Indians will have to be very careful. It 

hence be m their own interests to ascertain 
whether conditions in British Guiana a^reafly

• .st?«*, *;
all° c^Ufimds^ half °f th^JU^e of

and SSt

soaking it in the pickle thataffce^ards

S3»» * -
use. y 9 nen W111 »e found fit for
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INCOME TAX ANOMALIES.

Inter departmental Committee set up.

Further correspondence which has passed be­
tween 1 he West India Committee and the Colonial 
Office on the subject of Income Tax Legislation in 
the United Kingdom and the Colonies is published 
below. It will be noted that the Secretary of State 
has adopted the suggestion that an Interdepart­
mental Committee might be appointed to consider 
this complex question.

The West India Committee, 
December 7th, 1921.

Sir,
I have the honour to transmit herewith for the 

consideration of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies a memorandum (in duplicate) on the sub­
ject of Income Tax Legislation in the United 
Kingdom and Colonies not possessing responsible 
government.

2. In this memorandum attention is called to 
the anomalies resulting from the Jack of uniformity 
in respect of the general provisions of the Income 
Tax sections of the Finance Acts of the United 
Kingdom, and the Income Tax Acts and Ordin­
ances in the Colonies.* Certain proposals (which 
it is hoped may be favourably entertained) are also 
made for securing some amelioration of the chaotic 
state of affairs resulting from the present lack of 
uniformity in Income Tax Legislation, and the 
diversity of the regulations issued under the various 
Colonial Income Tax Acts and Ordinances.

3. My Committee feel, however, that in view of 
the many considerations involved, the best hope 
of securing the satisfactory adjustment of the pre­
sent situation in regard to Colonial Income Tax 
lies in the reference of the various points at issue 
to an Inter-departmental Committee composed of 
representatives of the Colonial Office, the Board 
of Inland Revenue, and of the commercial interests 
concerned.

4. I am, therefore, respectfully to urge that such 
an Inter-departmental Committee may be appointed 
to investigate the entire question of Colonial 
Income Tax Legislation, and to report as to how 
it can be brought into line with the Finance Acts 
of the United Kingdom, with special reference to 
Section 27 of the Finance Act of 1920, which deals 
with the problem of double taxation within the 

Empire.
I have the honour, etc., 

(Signed) Algernon Aspinall, 
Secretary 

The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies.

To the above 
ceived :—

letter the following reply was re-

Downing Street, 
December 29th, 1921.

"l am directed by Mr Secretary Churchill to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th

published in LHE west jjnjuia
December 22, 1921, p. 53o. 

instant, and to request you to thank The West 
India Committee for the memorandum which you 
enclosed on the subject of Income Tax Legislation 
in the United Kingdom and the Colonies. I am to 
ask whether it would be convenient to supply a 
dozen further copies of the memorandum to this 
Department ?

2. The Secretary of State has decided to appoint 
an Inter-departmental Committee to consider and 
report to him on the question of Income Tax in the 
Colonies and Protectorates, and the memorandum 
will be referred to the Committee. Income Tax 
laws are now in existence, or are contemplated, in 
several Colonies besides the West Indian Colonies, 
and in the circumstances the Secretary of State, as 
at present advised, thinks that the most convenient 
procedure will be for the Committee to consist of 
representatives of Government Departments only, 
but to arrange for full and frank discussion with 
The West India Committee, both on general ques­
tions and on points which specially concern the 
West Indies, and to adopt the same course with 
representatives of commercial interests in other 
Colonies, or groups of Colonies, when matters which 
more particularly concern those Colonies are under 
discussion.

3. I am to add that it is hoped that the Com 
mittee will start work next month, and it is pro­
posed that the Secretary should keep in touch with 
yourself regarding the matter.

I am,
Sir, &c.,

G. Grindle.

The West India Committee have been invited to 
give evidence before the Inter-departmental Com­
mittee on January 23rd. TheywiHbe_glad, there- 
fore, if any companies and individuals having spe­
cial points (not covered by thellemorandum "pub­
lished in the Circular of December 22nd, 1921, 
p, 535) will kindly communicate before Monday 

morning next. ____ __________

agricultural teaching.
Barbados still too “ Bookish.”

“ We should like to see much greater develop­
ment along the lines of practical agriculture and 
other forms of manual work,” state the Inspector 
and Assistant-Inspector of Schools of Barbados m 
their report for 1920. They add that they have 
had this in view since 1914, but the financial un­
certainty of the war years prevented them from 
pressing it. They regard with satisfaction the 
progress made with school gardens, but add . 
“ Encouraging as this progress is, we are of opinion 
that the present system is still too ‘bookish in 
its tendency, and we should welcome the prospect 
of further development along the lines we have in­
dicated. More and larger plots for agriculture, 
training of teachers in agriculture centres for 
manual work of an effective kind-all are needed 
”ut nothing can be done without a substantial 
grant for the purpose.”
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SUGAR CANE IN ST. CROIX.

The Present Conditions of the Industry.

(The following article, for which we are indebted 
to “ Facts about Sugar,” is abridged from a paper 
by Mr. Longfield Smith, till recently agronomist 
in charge of the Virgin Island Agricultural Experi­
ment Station.

The growing of sugar cane was stimulated in St. 
Croix, as elsewhere, by economic conditions 
brought about by the war. The area devoted to it 
at present is approximately 13,000 acres. The 
average amount of sugar exported from St. Croix 
yearly since 1898 has been 9,216 tons, from an area 
of about 14,230 acres. Including local consump­
tion, this means an average annual yield of almost 
exactly two-thirds of a ton of sugar per acre.

Sugar-cane is grown on both of the two types 
of soil on the island, which are (1) that overlying 
a limestone or marl foundation, and (2) that known 
as the 66 blue beach ” formation. Analyses of these 
soils given by the author show that all the soils 
are plentifully supplied with available phosphates 
and potash; that the soils in the limestone area 
contain a large proportion of agricultural clay, in 
which, on the other hand, La Grange plantation is 
deficient; that the soils at the experiment station 
and some of the plantations contain a large per­
centage of calcium carbonate, and that the soils at 
the experiment station and La Grange contain ex 
ceptionally large amounts of available phosphates.

Fertility of the soil and favourable moisture con­
ditions are maintained to a large extent by a liberal 
use of barnyard manure, which is applied at the 
rate of 20 to 30 tons per acre, in the rows, when 
supplies are sufficient.

It is the practice in St. Croix to plant cane con­
tinuously on the same land, and this is one of the 
points where change is recommended by the bul­
letin, which advises the practice of rotation of 
crops. On this point Mr. Smith says :—

“ Cotton suggests itself naturally as a rotation 
crop, but in some cases where it was tried the re­
sults were not very satisfactory. Lack of success 
is attributed to the fact that cultivation of the 
cotton crop ceases after the bolls begin to form- 
consequently, the land is left after the crop in a 
weedy and foul condition.

ii The experiment station was successful in rotat­
ing first with sweet potatoes, and then with velvet, 
or Lyon beans. Sweet potatoes and velvet beans 
form such a thick growth of vines that they readilv 
keep down weeds.

“Planters object to planting fields of sweet 
potatoes because they cannot be sold when the 
supply is plentiful, and they do not keep for any 
length of time. The poor keeping qualities of sweet 
potatoes are due principally to the attacks of the 
sweet potato weevil, or scarabee (Euscepes batazY 
Experiments show that the damage caused by th:s 
pest can be controlled. Potatoes which were free 
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from weevils have been kept in a perfectly sound 
condition for four months at the experiment station.

6 6 Since the yield of Black Rock sweet potatoes 
is about 10,000 lbs. of tubers to the acre, and two 
or three cents a pound is readily paid for them in 
St. Croix, this crop should be remunerative when 
used in rotation with cane. The potatoes occupy 
the land for four months only, and in addition to 
producing a valuable crop of tubers, form an im 
mense quantity of vine which makes excellent feed 
for hogs, goats, cows, and all kinds of stock. The, 
crop helps to increase the fertility of the land be­
cause the quantity of manure is invariably in­
creased and returned to the ground by the animals 
pasturing thereon.”

Taking up the subject of the preparation of the 
land for planting, the bulletin says :—

“ On account of labour shortage and prevailing 
high wages in St. Croix, it has become necessary 
to simplify the method of preparing the land for 
cane. For this reason an entirely new and success­
ful method of preparation has been tried for some 
years at this station. After the land was thoroughly 
fallow-ploughed, the field was scored out into a 
series of ridges and furrows by means of a single­
moldboard plough. Two cuts of the plough were 
used to score out each furrow, the soil being thrown 
to one side by the first cut, and to the other side 
by the second cut. The station tried using a single 
cut of a double moldboard plough for this work, 
but found that the local ploughmen could not make 
a straight furrow with this implement.

Well-rotted farmyard manure was applied at the 
usual rate in the furrow, and then covered by two 
cuts of a vineyard plough, one cut being made up 
the field and the other down. The cane was then 
planted through the manure. This method of pre 
paration, in addition to being much cheaper than 
that ordinarily practised, leaves the land almost 
flat, and makes subsequent cultivation easier. Ex­
tensive trials have shown that the yield of cane did 
not suffer by this method, but on the contrary 
was considerably increased.

“ At the private station of the Danish West 
Indies Sugar Factory Company, which is situated 
on the Slob plantation, Mr. Gedde is making ex­
tensive trials, with excellent results, of planting 
cane in flat soil after broadcasting farmyard 
manure. The cost of preparing and subsequently 
cultivating the cane is much reduced, and the yields 
do not seem to diminish.”

In connection with fertilisation, the following is 
given as an analysis of the ordinary farmyard 
manure used :—

Per cent. 
Moisture ... ... ... __
Organic material (containing 0.84 per

cent, nitrogen) ................ 20 81
Insoluble siliceous matter ... ... ~3 94
Phosphoric anhydrid (equal to tricalcium

phosphate, 0.72 per cent.) ... 0 oo
Potassium oxide ................ ... ?
Undetermined

o.29

100.00
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The bulletin comments : “Naturally there are 
great variations in the chemical composition of this 
material, but the above may be considered an 
average sample. An application of 20 tons per acre 
of such manure adds to the soil 148 lbs. phosphoric 
anhydrid, 380 lbs. potash, and 376 lbs. nitrogen.

“Analyses of sugar cane made in Barbados show 
that one ton of cane removes from the soil approxi­
mately 1.3 lbs. phosphoric anhydrid, 2.3 lbs. potash, 
and 1.7 lbs. nitrogen. In St. Croix an acre of land 
planted to cane, that is retained in the ground until 
it has borne a crop of plant canes and two of 
ratoons, produces about 50 tons of canes, provided 
the w’eather is favourable. This quantity of cane 
will absorb from the ground approximately 65 lbs. 
of phosphoric anhydrid, 115 lbs. potash, and 85 lbs. 
nitrogen. Therefore, farmyard manure, applied at 
the rate of 20 tons per acre every time a field of 
cane is replanted, should be sufficient to keep up the 
fertility of the soil, because the amounts of the most 
important plant foods carried in the manure are 
from two to four times as great as the amounts re­
moved by the average crop. Tests carried out by 
the experiment station show that this conclusion 
holds good in actual practice.

“The application of farmyard manure is of the 
greatest value in keeping up the fertility of the soil. 
It is not the plant food alone which makes the farm­
yard manure so valuable; rather it is the humus 
that is formed in the soil by the decay of vegetable 
matter. This humus greatly increases the capacity 
of the soil for water, which is a very important 
matter in an island such as St. Croix, where the 
rainfall is scanty and there are no means of irri­
gating the land.

“Recently a tendency has developed to bum off 
the cane trash before the land is prepared for a new 
cane crop. This should not be done except in very 
special cases. The practice of saving all the cane 
trash for incorporation with the soil is excellent, 
and should be continued.

“A more valuable farmyard manure wrould be ob­
tained were the cattle pens of the island closed in 
and the bottom of the pens concreted, so that the 
liquid manure could be run off into a tank and re­
turned to the pile from time to time. After having 
had one or two profitable years with sugar cane, 
planters would be acting wisely and economically 
were they to invest part of their savings in this up- 
to-date pen. Money could hardly be spent to better 
advantage on the plantations.”

Mr. Albert T. Hammond has severed his connec­
tion with Rylands & Sons, Ltd., after a connection 
extending over 43 years, having been advised by his 
doctors that it is desirable for him to discontinue 
his prolonged and frequent visits to the tropics, and 
in order to cater specially for the West Indian busi­
ness he has joined the board of Mackenzie, Stewart 
& Co. (Manchester), Ltd. His many friends in the 
West Indies will be glad to learn that he still hopes 
to visit those colonies again and to renew old ac­
quaintances. Meanwhile he trusts that many West 
Indian friends will look him up in Manchester when 
they visit Cottonopolis.

LIMES IN CEYLON.

A Prosperous Industry.

Great attention is now being given in Ceylon to 
the development of a lime industry, and the Tropi­
cal Agriculturist for November devotes a great 
deal of space to the subject. It contains a reprint 
of a bulletin issued by the Department of Agricul­
ture from the pen of Mr. G. G. Auchinleck, M.Sc., 
A.I.C., one of the divisional agricultural officers, on 
the cultivation of limes, which gives much valuable 
information as to the industry. As regards lime 
products, Mr. Auchinleck says : “ The products of 
the lime which are in demand in European and 
North American markets comprise green limes, 
pickled limes, raw lime juice, concentrated lime 
juice, citrate of lime (calcium citrate), and essential 
oil.

A prospective planter will, therefore, have to 
decide on the products which he intends to turn 
out. The demands of the market, the cost of manu­
facture, proximity to markets, and the capital 
available will influence decision.

For the trade in green limes, specially selected 
fruit must be used, and care given to ensure effi­
cient and attractive packing. The London trade is 
closely akin to the orange trade in the methods of 
packing employed. A fairly extensive trade exists 
in the West Indies, Dominica shipping to New York 
and London an average of 42,000 barrels of 1,500 
fruit each (63 million limes) annually between 1914 
and 1918. The trade in pickled limes is a com­
paratively limited one at present, the output of 
Dominica, the largest producer, having at one time 
reached 1,500 casks of 2,000 fruit each, but having 
fallen in 1918 to eight casks. For this trade yellow 
selected limes are steeped in several changes of sea 
water, and finally shipped in casks of sea water, 
to which some salt has been added.

Green and pickled limes do not seem to offer 
much opening as an industry for Ceylon, and for 
the present may be dismissed from consideration. 
It is possible that a very small local trade might 
be built up in connection with hotels and shipping, 
but the remoteness of the Colony from European 
and American markets makes the possibility of a 
large export trade slight.

Two classes of essential oil are obtained from the 
rind of the fruit : Hand-pressed oil or otto of limes 
is extracted from the rind before the fruit is crushed, 
the fruit being rolled by hand on a shallow spiked 
funnel known as an ‘ecuelle,’ by which process 
the oil is pressed out; a power ‘ecuelle’ is on the 
market, which performs the work more rapidly. 
After the fruit has been crushed, a further yield 
of oil is separated from the juice by distillation. 
Under any system of manufacture the hand-pressed 
oil or ‘otto’ would be extracted, as the price is 
usually high. The distilled oil is of a lower grade 
and value, and can be prepared only where con­
centrated juice or citrate is being manufactured.

The trade in raw lime juice is chiefly carried on 
in connection with the makers of lime-juice syrups 
and cordials. As in the case of sugar-cane, the
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juice from the first crushing of limes is richer than 
that from subsequent millings, and shippers of raw 
lime juice usually keep the two millings separate. 
Special precautions regarding cleanliness and clari­
fication are necessary in this trade, as naturally the, 
appearance of the juice largely influences the price 
obtained. Raw lime juice, if clarified by settling 
and straining and shipped in air-tight packages, 
will keep for a few months without serious loss of 
citric acid by fermentation. The presence of essen­
tial oil appears also to lessen the chances of loss 
of acid, so that on this account, as well as from 
considerations of colour and cost, raw lime juice is 
never distilled. Owing to the high price of otto 
of limes, the fruits are, however, ecuelled or hand- 
pressed before being milled.

Concentrated lime juice and calcium citrate (or 
citrate of lime, as it is popularly called) are ex­
ported chiefly for use in connection with dye-works 
and pure chemicals. In both cases the operations 
involved in manufacture are for the purpose of 
reducing bulk and consequently freight. During 
the process of concentration the juice is usually 
reduced to a bulk from one-seventh to one-twelfth 
of its original volume, the degree varying with the 
strength of the mill-juice.

Calcium citrate is a compound formed by the 
combination of citric acid with lime or chalk. As 
it is insoluble in hot solution, the juice is heated 
before addition of the chalk. Cleanliness and care­
ful drying are essential in this process. The bulk 
of citrate from a known volume of juice is usually 
slightly greater than that of highly concentrated 
juice, as the compound is light and bulky.

The World’s Markets.

The two countries which have hitherto supplied 
most of the exports of citric acid are Sicily and the 
West Indies. The Sicilian industry deals exclu­
sively with lemon juice, both concentrated and m 
the form of citrate, while the West Indian one is 
confined to lime products.

In 1915 the Sicilian exports were valued as 
follows :—

Raw juice 
Concentrated juice 
Citrate of lime 
Essential oil ...

£
26,200
4,600

535,700
276,000

Total £842 500

The island of Dominica, one of the British West 
Indies, has assumed the first place as an exporter 
of lime products. The figures for the four years 
1915-18 are :—

Total Crop in 
Barrels of 

1,500 Fruit.

390,000 
384 000 
396,000
318,000

1915
1916
1917
1918

Value of Ex­
ported Products, 

£

175,000
172.000
205,000
163,500

These two countries practically control the export 
market at present. F 
.. A certain amount of activity in the export of 
urne fruit has been exhibited lately by Cuba and 
Porto Rico, and in lemon fruit by Florida. In 

addition, Grenada, St. Lucia, Jamaica, and British 
Guiana in the West Indies have small lime indus­
tries, some of which are likely to grow. The in­
dustry cannot be compared in magnitude to such 
staples as rubber or sugar-cane. The annual value 
of exports totals about £1,650,000, and there are 
about 12,000 acres involved in the Sicilian industry 
and 6,000 acres in the West Indian ones.

The Sicilian industry reached its highest point in 
1908, and no further extension is possible there, 
while in any event the higher yield of citric acid 
per acre from limes and the absence of any need 
for precautions against frost make it fairly certain 
that we should look for future increases in thè 
tropics and not in temperate climates. There is 
no immediate sign of increases visible, but Cuba, 
Porto Rico, and India are possible future growers.

The limits to which the markets can expand are 
not clear, and it is difficult to form any opinion 
whether a large increase in exports would entail a 
serious fall in prices. Lime juice for consumption, 
citric acid for dyeing, and essential oil for per 
fumery and soaps are obviously of limited appli­
cation, but to judge from the consistently high 
prices of the existing exports, the limits of the 
markets have not yet by any means been reached.

Mr. Kelway Bamber, F.I.C., also gives the re­
sults of the weights and analysis of Ceylon limes. 
After a long period of dry weather and after rains 
the average weight was 1.3 oz., in yield of juice 
45.3 per cent., and the amount of citric acid per 
gallon 13.4 oz. After wet weather, the average 
weight was 1.65 oz., the average yield of juice 42.9 
per cent., and the amount of citric acid per gallon 
11 per cent.

The Journal states that the lime growing at the 
Ceylon experimental station is from British Guiana 
seed, and that orders for seed from these are beine 
made from all parts of the Colony.

LABOUR EXCHANGES.

Interesting Experiments in Trinidad.

„ fi16 labour Exchanges came into existence in 
Port-of-Spam and San Fernando, Trinidad, on 
November 1st, 1920. They were advertised 
throughont the Colony as largely as possible, copies 
of the Regulations made under the Labour Ex­
changes Ordinance, No. 13 of 1919, being sent to 
the principal employers of labour, the East Indian 
dS JTf’ the E,aSt Indian National Asso- 
elation and Workingmen’s Association. This Act 
which is based °n the United Kingdom Act of 
co JprisiX theP‘ArtWaS PæPared by “ committee 
comprising the Attorney-General, Sir Norman 
Lamont, and Mr. C. Marriott, the then Protector

T?ey Were also P°sted in all Con 
stabulary and railway stations throughout this 
oflwl Tobago, Wardens’ offices and post 
offices, at the landing stages of the St. Vincent and 
Queen wharves, Port-of-Spain, and the whales at 
San Fernando and Scarborough, Tobago.

Reporting on the first year’s working, Major A. de
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Boissiere, Protector of Immigrants and Director of 
Labour Exchanges, states that there were 1,803 ap­
plications for work in Port-of-Spain, and 200 at 
San Fernando. Of the applicants, 208 and 29 were

AN OLD BARBADOS SEAL.

In 1912 The West India Committee Circular
placed in Port-of-Spain and San Fernando respec­
tively.

At first the wages demanded were absurdly high, 
but by dint of persistent explanations to the appli­
cants, sometimes by the director, and at other 
times by members of the staff, the wages now asked 
for are reasonable. “ The number stated as placed

called attention to a curious mistake in the new 
postage stamps for Barbados issued in that year.*
On these the design included what purported to be 
the badge of the colony, which was described as 
“ Britannia riding in a chariot drawn by sea­
horses.” This appeared to be incorrect, and the 
Circular was able to show by the illustration of

does not,” says Major de Boissiere, “ really repre­
sent the total number who actually obtained em­
ployment through this department, as we know of 
several cases where 
applicants regis­
tered by us ob­
tained work by 
means of our cards, 
and failed to notify 
us as they should 
have done. The 
interest in the Port- 
of-Spain branch 
seems to be on the 
increase, and we 
daily have a num­
ber of registered 
applicants for work 
coming into the 
office and asking, 
‘ Anything for me 
yet ? ’ Every en­
deavour has been 
made to satisfy em-

the obverse of an old Barbados penny of 1792 and 
a reference to the seal of the reign of Charles II. that 
the figure in the chariot should have been that of 

the reigning sove­
reign. Probably, 
during the reign of

ployers who ask for 
theworkpeople at 

Exchanges, 
messengers of 
department 
frequently on

and 
the 
are 
the

move finding suit­
able parties at 
their homes; in this 
part of the work, 
Mr. Rajnauth has 
taken a keen and

An Old Barbados Seal.

Queen Anne 
female figure 
substituted for
male, but it
•shown by the

a 
waj 
the 

was 
old

penny that in 1792 
it was King George 
III. who was seated 
'in the chariot. On 
the accession of
Queen 
however.

Victoria, 
the fe-

extensive and practical

male figure reap­
peared, but when 
King Edward VII. 
succeeded to the 
throne no change 
was made in the 
badge, and by the 
time of the acces­
sion of King George 
V. it had evidently 
been forgotten that 
the female figure 
should have been 
that of the reigning 
sovereign. The 
Barbados Govern­
ment evidently ac­
cepted this view, 
was received from

intelligent interest; he has 
knowledge of labour and its value.

“ With the exception of a few agricultural 
labourers who were applied for, and who could not 
be found when the Labour Exchanges first began 
their work, all applications by employers have been 
filled. It was my intention to advertise the Labour 
Exchanges in other Colonies, but I did not do so 
in view of the number of applicants for employment 
over and above the number of applications for their 
services. This goes to show that there is no dearth

for though no communication
them, the badge of the Colony was thereafter cor­
rectly ieproduced on the Barbados stamps, the 
figure in the chariot now being that of King George 
V. Through the courtesy of Bodley’s Librarian 
the Circular is now able to publish a reproduction 
of a photograph of the old Barbados seal of the 
reign of King Charles II., which is included m the 
collection of seals bequeathed to the Bodleian

of labour in the Colony.”

Senator Sir George and Lady Foster have been 
paying a visit to the West Indies They went down 
the islands to British Guiana m the R.M.S. Caraquet 
and returned in the Chaudière after spending a fort­
night in Trinidad.

Library by Bishop Rawlinson in 1755.
The motto of the Colony: “Et penitus toto 

régnantes orbe Britannos,” is, as Archdeacon 
Bindley has pointed out, an adaptation from Virgi 
Eclogue, 1. 67, and may be translated : And Wie 
Britons absolutely reigning over the whole world.

See The West India Committee Circular, Vol. xxvn., 
No. 367, p. 515,
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MOTOR FUEL FOR ENGLAND. THE DEADLY MOSQUITO.

Fuel Research Board’s Report. Some Hints for its Elimination.

The second report of the Fuel Research Board 
of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Re­
search has now been issued. The Board, it may be 
remembered, consists of Sir George Beilby, F.R.S., 
the Hon. Sir Charles A. Parsons, K.C.B., F.R.S., 
and Sir Richard Threlfall, K.B.E., F.R.S., with 
Sir Frederic L. Nathan, K.B.E., as Power Alcohol 
Investigation Officer.

The motor spirit imported into the United King­
dom and some of the principal Dominions and Colo­
nies the report gives as being for 1920 :—

United Kingdom
Dominion of Canada 
Commonwealth of Australia 
New Zealand
Fiji
Ceylon
British Guiana
Trinidad

*1913.

100,858,017 207,739,144
34,969,066 95,603,525

9,612,886* 24,891,000

270,000
607,774t 988,427
48,091* 539,000

144,944 600,000
fl915.

After a review of the whole possibilities of the 
production of alcohol to take the place of the above 
m the British Empire, from various sources, the 
conclusions drawn are that_
.V' Tiie prospect is remote of adding materially to 
the supplies of liquid fuel for internal combustion 
tomX ln thlS country by the manufacture of alcohol 
from home-grown materials, uono1

2. The production within the Empire of alcohol from
-SUgar or starch is only likely to 

Of co.mmeraally in the near future in some
sufficient“”^ l“^úiarementes” °S”V” 3 
duction could be aceomplishe^ng to _ Pr°‘

4«^ m°laSS€S- a
(b) The possibility of growing vegetable snh.

¿F' ^arch^con^ Tch^as

cassava, sweet potatoes and yams ’ h
tiSc^V0“^^^ CheaP Iab°Ur and produc-

^W The high cost and scarcity of other liquid

The relatively small liquid fuel requirements.

the manner in
and at a price, when freio-hf f T , local needs 
country is included> at it

country is unHkety Vale in this
Canada and Australia. $ e P°ssl^^e> however, in

bacteriological,™1 produce ^coM cbemical or
tropical vegetation^or waste fr°m
not yet reached the stage where íts nl to "n’“ has 
application can be practical!v n IX>,sbe mdustrial 
covery of such a priess whero Í ' The d^ 
probably offers thePbest chance of V7 aPPlicable, 
duetion of power alcohol for Sport” pr°-

An account of a successful campaign against 
mosquitoes undertaken last year at Mayaguez, 
Porto Rico, is given by Mr. W. V. Tower, entomo­
logist attached to the Porto Rico Agricultural Ex­
periment Station, in a pamphlet recently issued by 
that organisation.

In this interesting little brochure, Mr. Tower 
points out that mosquitoes are among the worst 
enemies of the human race. In all newly settled 
countries where progress has been made, the land 
has been won from the wild, in many instances, 
only after mosquitoes have been either extermin­
ated or brought under control. After they have 
been brought under control they can be kept there 
by constant vigilance and untiring efforts. Such 
efforts are amply repaid by vastly reduced mor­
tality rates.

After dealing with the various kinds of mos­
quito found at Mayaguez, Mr. Tower proceeds to 
make some very practical suggestions for their 
extermination. Before a successful mosquito cam­
paign can be conducted public interest must be 
aroused and co-operation secured. While the work 
done by inspectors accomplishes a great deal of 
g°od, much more can be accomplished when the 
public is sufficiently interested to co-operate in 
eradicating Hie mosquito. When public sympathy 
is lacking, the inspectors cannot make the progress 
that is desirable. A vast amount of good can be 
done by cleaning up the various dumps where are 
deposited tin cans, old bottles, coconut husks, and 
other containers which hold water; by screening all 
cisterns and water barrels; by oiling every pool of 
standing water; and by draining water from and 
filhng in the low places. This is, however, just 
the beginning. The real work commences with the 
weekly inspection, because by this time the public 
is likely to have lost some of its interest Jnd s 
Thl^is t^ in itS g°°d resolution8.
1 his is, then, the critical time, and unless the in 
™i^b^ the Watch for new mos
quite breeding places, it will be only a short time 
until conditions are as they were before the work 

andW’ the ai dea^-up cX 
less and untiring efforts are necessary to prevent a 
return to the old conditions, but the small work 
required is worth while when it results ™ riding 
the Tropics of its most serious pest. g

closely C°those° nV appear to rabble
IndTan towns. ?n , British West
the foot of place is located in a valley at

f J range of mountains which crosses
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lying north of the river along the sea. Several 
creeks flow through these swamps, going on into 
the sea during low tide and after heavy rainfall. 
During high tide and at times of low rainfall the 
mouths of the creeks are silted up with sand. 
These swamps breed mosquitoes, but could be so 
handled that the insects would be exterminated. 
The swamps could be drained without any great 
expense into the creeks, which in turn could be 
kept open to the sea by drains with mouths far 
enough out from shore to avoid silting up.

The top minnow has been found in the small 
streams. These are mosquito-eating fish, and 
doubtless keep the streams cleaned to a large ex­
tent of mosquitoes. The main attention, how­
ever, should be focussed on the drainage of these 
areas, which would be a feat requiring no great 
amount of engineering ability. The swamps are 
not wholly submerged. Water stands on them 
only because of lack of proper surface drainage. 
After they have been properly drained rigorous 
care should be exercised to see that the landowners, 
who grow cane and coconuts there, keep their 
drains open.

Most of the mosquitoes in and about Mayaguez 
are bred in containers which are kept about the 
dwellings for the storage of water. Rain-water 
barrels constitute the greatest single source for 
breeding mosquitoes. The greatest number of 
barrels, tin cans, and cisterns are found in the 
poorer quarters of the town. They are used for 
the storage of water, but could well be eliminated 
if more public faucets were built, or there were 
enforced the now existing anti-mosquito laws, 
which provide that all containers of storage water 
be made mosquito proof. A competent force of 
inspectors could be employed to carry out these 
enactments. Mayaguez should be inspected at 
least once a week by two or three active men, who 
at the same time could do a great amount of edu­
cational work.

The town should be divided into two or three 
districts and each inspector assigned a certain fixed 
district which he would have to cover weekly. 
Each breeding place found during the week should 
be listed, and the inspectors should explain to the 
tenants why the rain-water barrels, tin cans, and 
other containers of water must be kept covered. 
The anti-mosquito regulations should be enforced 
when the instructions are not carried out within a 
reasonable time. In certain parts of the town there 
are a number of open ditches and drains which 
should be tiled, drained, or cemented, or, if this 
is not possible, they should be oiled weekly or 
oiled automatically. Automatic oilers can be regu­
lated so that they will distribute sufficient oil to 
establish a film on the surface. All dumps where 
garbage is deposited should be gone over carefully 
once a week, and the tin cans which accumulate 
should be flattened so that they can not hold water 
which becomes stagnant. These places should be 
drained or systematically oiled. Such pools are 
not permanent breeding places; nevertheless it 
should be remembered that the much-dreaded . 
malarial mosquito breeds in standing water in 
fields, drains, open ditches, and swamps.

THE SUGAR POSITION IN CANADA.

A correspondent in Canada, writing on Decem­
ber 31st, 1921, says :—

“You may have noticed a!n interview with Mr. 
Myers, in the Jamaica Gleaner, laying a great deal of 
blame for the low price of sugar on the high duties 
that are in effect in most countries to-day; and while 
there is some truth in his contention, there are a great 
many other troubles that will have to be corrected 
before duties. With us, while the duty on British 
sugars is not very high, the duty on foreign refined is 
enormously high, and gives our refiners altogether too 
much protection. To-day, granulated is selling at 7.40 
cents by refiners less 5 per cent.,whereas the raws they 
are melting to-day certainly do not cost them more 
than 4 cents duty paid; so that you see they have 
here a margin of over 3 cents a pound for any sugar 
they sell locally and of about 2% cents a pound on 
what they distribute in Ontario and Quebec, which 
costs them about half a cent a pound to deliver. This 
is against a margin in the United States of about one 
ceint a pound. Of course, one great trouble in Canada 
is that the refining capacity is probably 30 to 40 per 
cent, too great, and what would help us in Canada 
more than anything would be for one of the refineries 
to close up. That would enable the others to work at 
full time and reduce their manufacturing costs tre­
mendously. They would then be able to reduce their 
selling price, and consumption would be considerably 
increased. They would also be able to compete for 
export business with American refiners. However, it 
seems to us that world conditions are gradually being 
straightened out, and we hope for and look for great 
improvement in general business in the early spring 
months of 1922. A lot of our friefids, however, in 
Canada are anything but optimistically inclined.”

THE COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.

The following transfers, promotions, and ap­
pointments have been recently made by the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies
Dr. G. C. Strathairn (Chief Medical Officer, Fiji), 

Senior Sanitary Medical Officer, Jamaica.
[Dr. Strathairn was appointed Medical Officer in 

the East Africa and Uganda Protectorates in 1903, 
and was promoted to Fiji in 1920.]
Mr. J. P. Coghlan (Legal Assistant to Attorney- 

General, Grenada), Stipendiary Magistrate, 
British Guiana.

Mr. J. L. O’Connor, M.C. (Customs Department, 
' Trinidad), Collector of Customs, Gold Coast.

[Mr. J. L. O’Connor, M.C., was bom in Trinidad.
During the war he came to England from that 
colony. He received a commission in the Queen s 
Westminsters, and was awarded the Military Cross 
for his service in France.]
Miss R. McHenry, Head Female Asylum Atten­

dant, Trinidad. * .
Miss M. J. Martin, Charge Nurse, Trinidad.
Miss C. M. Fraser, Principal, Government Train­

ing College, Trinidad. . .
Mr. H. B. Pidduck, Assistant Master, Dommica 

Grammar School.
Lieut. A. B. Williams, Headmaster, St. Kitts 

Grammar School.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “Agronomist.”

The result of experiments recently carried out 
at Rothamsted by Dr. Russell and Mr. R. A. 
Keene on the lining of heavy clay soils with chalk 
shows that, although there was much greater ease 
in working the land, no increase of yield was ob­
tained, except in the case of clover.

* * *
The amount of crude potash salts produced in 

the United States in 1920 was, according to the 
American Fertiliser, 167,346 short tons, containing 
48,625 short tons of potassic oxide (K2O). The 
quantity of the latter produced from distillery 
waste was 3,253 short tons, and from the sugar 
refineries 3,394 short tons.

* * *
The Agricultural Gazette of New South Wales 

states that the result of investigation shows that 
the poisoning of stock from feeding on cacao meal 
or. husks is due to the theobromine which they con­
tain. The death list extends from horses to ducks. 
It was found in the cases of the former that 3^ lbs. 
of husks given daily for four days caused death.

The seeds of the leguminous plant Bauhinia 
esculenta have recently been the subject of ex­
amination at the Imperial Institute. 'The beans 
are known in South Africa as Gemsbok beans, and 
are used for native and animal feeding. The re­
sults show that the kernels of Gemsbok seeds are 
rich in protein and oil, the latter resembling 
cottonseed oil.

Experiments with fish meal have been, and are 
being, carried out in Scotland, under the auspices 
of the Scotland College of Agriculture, with the 
view of ascertaining whether the prejudice against 
its use for animals destined for human food is well 
founded Chickens are fed with it, and at a 
stage when they are saturated with the meal are 
killed, and sent to the chef of an Aberdeen hotel 
for his report. It is presumed that the guests are 
unconscious agents in the experiment.

Sesame seed is an agricultural product which is 
susceptible of development. It is produced in 
Mexico, Northern Africa, Japan, the South Pacific 
Islands, and other tropical and sub-tropical coun­
tries. It contains an oil which is present to the

Of^ut 50 Per cent., ^hde pulp is 
highly nutritious. This is as much oil as in the 

an^ ,ln taste>. odour, and an adaptability for 
commercial use, it is said to be quite as desirable. 
300 venr?16 Pu“ h^-been harvested in India for 
there^from Africa. tO Wn bro^ht

k» b.„, 

been found that iso-eugenol can be produced by 
the appropriate fermentation of pimento leaves. 
As eugenol is of high antiseptic powers, it is 
thought that this pimento-leaf oil would find use 
as an antiseptic constituent of tooth pastes and 
toilet preparations, besides serving for the manu­
facture of vanillin. If a market can be found, 
Jamaica can produce 100,000 lbs. of pimento-leaf 
oil per annum from materials at present w’asted.

Perhaps one of the greatest sorrows of the age is 
the lessening rum consumption. This, as is the case 
with other spirits, is due to some extent to the 
high duty, but, mainly, it may be feared, to the 
change of habit of the people. The stalwarts of 
150 years ago consumed it largely in the form 
of punch, and in much later days it was a 
favourite drink of the people. Rum brims over 
with rare stimulating properties, and there is rea­
son to believe that this very quality caused its 
undoing, and led to its comparative disuse. The 
more modem internal economy cannot stand the 
habit of it, and the national taste has gone in 
consequence towards more silent and less sunny 
drinks. Tempera mutantur nos (that is to say, our 
digestive organs) et mutamur in Ulis.

In the 1920 Report of the Porto Rico Agricul­
tural Experiment Station it is stated, with regard 
to vanilla, that limitation of production con­
tinues to show a pronounced effect on the size of 

e bean. In a test of the effect on production 
of pruning the vine tips and of shading heavily, 
both the pruning and the very heavy shading re­
duced the crop in a 3-year-old planting. Where 
the supporting trees were kept closely pruned to 
allow as much sunlight as possible to reach the 
vines, the unpruned vines gave three times as 
great a crop as the pruned and densely shaded 
vines, and more than twice as great a crop as 
where there was but a single variant factor, either 
heavy shading or pruning. On account of the

Wei ^’ the, unshadcd P’ot required 
la^Ur tO keeP !t in order 

shaded plot, where weeding was unnecessary. the

the

Cl^T^ JOrk Dr- Hutchinson and Mr. 
Clayton has shown that the breaking down of the 
“atena! of straw—the so-called cellulose—in 
formation of farmyard manure, is effected by or-

•ill on‘y™™k ¿»So“" “ I.E.bfeTS " 

rriea. Given, however, the necessnrv I 
compounds and a sufficiency of air the mi cm" 
organisms quickly decompose straw,’breakup 
down to form a black, sticky material 
very much like farmyard manure. This ’has been 
investigated, and further quantities ofthe product 
are now being prepared for fertiliser test's
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall. 
(Continued from page 18). 

Trinidad's Indian Colonials.
The East Indian National Congress and the East 

Indian National Association having paid me the 
compliment of inviting me to address them, we 
motored in to San Fernando after dinner and re­
paired to the Victoria Hall, where a joint meeting 
of those bodies was to be held. Mr. George Adhar 
presided, and was supported on the platform by 
prominent members of the local East Indian com­
munity, whose names are household words in Trini­
dad, such as Parmanan Pandit, Abdul Aziz, Yacoob 
Khan, David Mahabir, James Mungal, Adjodha 
Maharaj, L. D. Boodosing, and the Rev. C. D. 
Laila, who was shortly to be invited to take a seat 
on the Legislative Council of the Colony after the 
lamented death of his greatly respected country­
man, Mr. G. Fitzpatrick.

The proceedings began with a discussion regard­
ing certain political matters, and a visitor could not 
fail to be impressed by the very reasonable tone of 
the speeches and by the absence of the personalities 
which too often characterise debates of the kind. 
This was the first occasion on which these two re­
presentative bodies had assembled in joint meeting, 
and the proceedings tended to demonstrate what a 
united front the local East Indian community 
could show. It was among this people that my old 
friends the late Dr. Morton and Dr. Grant laboured 
devotedly for so many years, and it was significant 
to note the applause which greeted the names of 
those worthies, the successor of one of whom was 
present in the person of the Rev. J. Bell.

Approximately one-third of the total population 
of Trinidad now comprises East Indian immigrants 
and their descendants, but for whose activity and 
thrift the condition of the islands would have been 
very different from what it is to-day.

Following some inconclusive experiments in the 
direction of the introduction of Indians into Trini­
dad, Indian immigration was begun in earnest in 
1845, and it continued annually thereafter (with the 
exception of the years 1849 and 1850) until. 1916. 
In that year, in consequence of the objection of 
some sections of the Indian people to the indenture 
system, which was really devised more for the bene­
fit of the immigrants themselves than for that of 
the employers of labour, it was summarily ter­
minated. It was the third Lord Harris, Governor 
from 1846 to 1854, who placed immigration into 
Trinidad on a stable and satisfactory basis. Stand­
ing Saul-like above the Governors of his generation, 
he, according to Surgeon-Major D. W. D. Comms, 
who visited the West Indies in 1891 to report on 
the conditions of the Indians there, overcame the 
obstacles to immigration from India, rescued the 
immigrants already introduced from destitution, 
vagabondage, and misery, and gave them pros­
perous contentment.

It is, unfortunately, a trait in the character of the 
West Indian labourer that he has a marked distaste 
for regular or continuous work. One heard this on 
all sides going down the islands. One heard it, too, 

on rhe oilfields, where relatively high wages were 
being paid, so that it could not be said that it was 
a question of pay. This is where the Indians 
came in. They were immigrants from Calcutta, and 
their descendants are thrifty and hard workers who 
have contributed in no small measure to the pros­
perity of Trinidad of to-day. Like other West 
Indian Colonies, Trinidad has its labour question. 
Many years ago the planters used periodically to 
protest against the opening up of Crown Lands, be­
cause it took their labour away, but with a resump­
tion of Indian immigration, it would be possible, 
one would imagine, to develop still further the in­
dustries of the island, and to bring still larger areas 
under cultivation ; but any proposals in this connec­
tion will have to be on the basis of free colonisation, 
the system of indenture being now a‘closed book 
which can never be re-opened. Occasionally one 
heard objections to immigration. Those who raised 
them evidently failed to appreciate that they them­
selves were descendants of immigrants—some, it is 
true, sent to Trinidad against their will—the only 
aborigines in the West Indies at the present day 
being the few families of Caribs in St. Vincent and 
Dominica—and it is by no means certain that the 
ancestors of these “ Indians ” did not come from 
foreign parts. Apart from the Caribs, the entire 
population of the West Indies, whether white, black 
or coloured, is of immigrant origin—a- fact of which 
sight is sometimes lost.

After many speeches had been delivered, inclu­
ding one by Mr. G. Moody Stuart, who was referred 
to by the Chairman rather prematurely as his 
“venerable friend,” the proceedings were brought 
to a close in accordance with the usual admirable 
practice in those parts by the singing of “God Save 
the K'ng.” But the evening did not end there, for 
we—that is to say, the Moody Stuarts, père et fVs, 
Forbes Todd, and the writer—were escorted with 
our other platform friends to the residence of Mr. 
Mootoo, where we were regaled at supper served 
by his charming nieces.

It was late when we returned to Ste. Madeleine, 
but the factory, now ablaze with electric light, and 
more like a great railway station than ever, was 
still continuing its tireless work, and we could not 
resist a further visit to its great mills, which possess 
a peculiar fascination for a newcomer.

All that night the cocks in Mr. Forbes Todd’s 
back-yard were challenging those at some distant 
bungalow, and their constant crowing was punc­
tuated by the barking of a sleepless dog. There 
was consequently no difficulty whatever in waking 
when Mr. MacLeod, the doyen of the sugar estate 
attorneys in the island, called to pick me up in his 
car at daybreak to carry me off to the oilfields at 
Fyzabad, some twelve miles to the south of San 
Fernando. On the way we visited the sugar fac­
tories of Bronte and La Fortuné, whose destinies 
he controlled. In the latter an old beam engine, 
still heroically pumping away as it must have done 
half a century or more ago, with the name “Pauline 
Tennant” on the castings, recalled the fact that the 
property was formerly owned bv the late Sir Charles 
Tennant. That distinguished Scotsman, the father 
of Mrs. Asquith and of the late Lord Glenconner, 
whose devotion to the island was very marked, was
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largely interested in Trinidad, where his family is 
still represented by the firm of Tennant, Sons & Co. 
The engine was no doubt called after his daughter 
Pauline, afterwards Mrs. Duff of Drummuir, who 
died in 1888.

The rich oil district of Fyzabad is the principal 
centre of the operations of the Trinidad Leaseholds, 
Ltd. Their oilfield is reached by a private road 
driven through the virgin forests. Near the junc­
tion of this private road and the Southern Main 
Road is the property of the successful little Apex 
Company, which was just preparing to drill its first 
well on the occasion of my visit, and in the neigh­
bourhood we were shown “Roodal’s” and a well 
recently “brought in” by Mr. Mitford at his first 
attempt. After penetrating the dense forest for a 
distance of about three miles, the private road 
reaches a clearing where the high woods give place 
to a forest of derricks and a conglomeration of bun­
galows, storehouses and pumping stations, etc., 
which brought home to me very forcefully the fact 
that the winning of oil is a rich man’s, or a rich 
company’s, game.

Granted that a well can be drilled for £10,000 to 
£15,000, £250,000 or £500,000 goes no way when 
you have to construct roads, clear forests, erect 
bungalows for the white employees, and lay down 
pipelines, and it is no good drilling a well unless you 
have the means of disposing of its produce. It is 
probably, therefore, in the amalgamation of the 
many small and under-capitalised companies at pre­
sent in existence, or in their disposal to the large 
groups, that the best prospect of their success 
lies.

Another journey to the south took me to the 
world-famous Pitch Lake at La Brea, to which 
reference has already been made more than once 
m this narrative. There, in a mosquito-screened 
bungalow not a stone’s throw from that remarkable 
basin of asphalt, we were entertained by Mr. P. 
Munoz, the manager, and his charming wife, whose 
house party included Mr. H. F. Previté and his 
nephew.

For years after the first discovery of the Lake by 
Raleigh, no use was found for the apparently in- 
exhaustible supply of pitch which it contained. In 

í A1^xa»der Cochrane, when Commander- 
m-Chief on the West Indies Station, sent two ship- 
loads of it to England; but the experiment proved 
a failure as the substance was found to require too 
much oil to render it useful.

Governorship of Sir Ralph Woodford, 
the first attempt was made to use asphalt for paving 
purposes, and pitch was laid over the soil in Bruns- 
w i Square, Port of Spain, in the hone that it 

of the grass and weeds 
here. Far from doing this, however, it positively 

encouraged them and added so greatly to the fei 
be used a?1 that that might
wyf piS manure. The enterprising Governor 
next endeavoured to use it as an illuminant distil- 

™ Kt« ft“ 

abandoned? exPe™t had to be

The real pioneer of the lake appears to have been 

the tenth Earl of Dundonald, who first went out to 
the West Indies as Flag Captain to his uncle, 
Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane. In a pamphlet 
published in 1857 he suggested a variety of uses to 
which asphalt could be put, namely (1) as a cement 
for piers, moles, breakwaters, sea walls, and shores 
defences; (2) as bituminous concrete for founda­
tions of lighthouses, bridges, and other hydraulic 
works; (3) as a flexible adhesive bituminous com­
pound for forming the joints of earthenware pipes; 
(4) as a covering for galvanic wires; (5) as pipes for 
the conveyance and distribution of water; (6) as a 
preservative from rust and decay, and (7) for coat­
ing water channels in porous strata. His agent was 
Mr. Conrad Stollmeycr, who had for some years 
been making occasional shipments of asphalt to 
England, but it was not until the late ’sixties that 
an asphalt industry was established on a commercial 
basis, mainly through the enterprise of Mr. J. W. 
Previte, Mr. H. A. Greig, and Mr. T. A. Finlayson.

The asphalt is now principally used for paving 
purposes, and it may surprise some readers who 
have crossed Westminster Bridge, or have driven 
along the Victoria Embankment in London, to know 
that they have passed over an intrinsic part of the 
Trinidad Pitch Lake, for the admirable roadways 
on those thoroughfares are paved with Trinidad as­
phalt.

If the much persecuted tenth Earl of Dundonald 
could revisit the Pitch Lake to-day, he would hardly 
recognise the place. The virgin forest which in his 
day surrounded it has been cut down with the ob­
ject of rendering what was once one of the most 
pestilential places in the island healthy, and many 
neat bungalows, looking like glorified meat-safes, 
have sprung up in the neighbourhood for the ac­
commodation of the European staff. He would, 
moreover, find that the size of the Lake had con­
siderably diminished. At one time it was believed 
that the supply of asphalt which it contained was 
inexhaustible, but this theory has long since been 
scrapped, and even to the writer the area < 
Lake seemed smaller than it was some years ago.

The Asphalt Lake is one of Trinidad’s great 
assets. Leased to the Trinidad Lake Asphalt Com­
pany, its concessionaires pay to the local Govern­
ment a royalty of 1 / 8 and an export duty of 5 / - for 
every ton of asphalt exported from it. 'in the pre- 

£r thls royalty and duty yielded no less than 
du^ ™ V?1 1durin§ the war the in-
t7^ brought almost to a standstill, the 
Innidad taxpayer had cause to appreciate its ad- 
vantoges, since he had to make good the falling-off 
IV h^^ resulted. Now the asphalt indus­
try has got into its stride again, and as a paving 
popular LA^h*  bec°ming increasingly

t u. V prophet, it is not without honour 
0-422 11 .country’ and it is deeply to be re- 
g^etted that it is not more extensively used for 
Paving the towns and cities of the West Indies as 
St ah. °f many Ameriean European

(To be continued.)

*An account of the subsequent history of the Pit^h t i 
given m The
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JAMAICA GOVERNORS.
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

IX.—Sir Hender Molesworth.
{Continued from page 15).

Molesworth continued :—
“A gentleman of quality in Cuba has given informa­

tion that they design an invasion of the north side of 
this Island, in the hope of getting negroes. It is not 
unlikely, and I have instructed the officers in that 
quarter to be very vigilant. I have ordered disposi­
tions to be taken as to our recent losses, but several 
of the most material evidences are not in port and 
must follow by my next. These galleys and periagos 
are mostly manned by Greeks, but they are of all 
nations, rogues culled out for the villanies that they 
commit. They never hail a ship ; and, so they can but 
master her, she is certain prize. They lurk in the 
bushes by the shore, so that they see every passing ves­
sel without being seen. When our sloops are at anchor 
they set them by their compasses in the daytime, and 
steal on them by night with so little noise that they 
are aboard before they are discovered. The Greek 
who was captain of a Spanish vessel, and who was 
condemned for piracy in Sir T. Lynch’s time but re­
prieved, has since been accused of further piratical 
acts I set the law in motion, and he will be executed 
on the 17th. The delay in hanging him was the 
occasion of so much stickling for Banister. The 
Spaniard in this port has got but 150 negroes for 
both his ships ; he would gladly send the smaller of 
the two ships away, but can get no convoy. When 
the great ship that is supposed to have fallen to lee­
ward arrives, there will be freight enough for 1,500 
negroes, and money to pay for them. Besides these 
another ship is expected from Carthagena that would 
carrv 400 more. What precious opportunities are lost 
for want of negroes ! These ships cannot be supplied 
here unless the negroes be sent from Barbados o 
Curacoa, for this country must also be supplied

S° J^ph Banister was a pirate who had given much 
trouble, both on the sea and m the law courts.

On the following day Molesworth adds to his 

le‘^fr m Lords think that our turtlers and traders 
chonld be protected, I hope they will procure us a 
email sixth-rate frigate in lieu of the Guernsey that 
small six rg al]eys and periagos are
IS gone. For unless tnese g , lantations
discouraged there is no ^iety ,g Mt
on the north side of rogues, is too

deal with, and for 
whTh a fixth-rate would^be most proper.^ I^hope 

therefore that our so i when they are ordered
tutes for the Ruby ^panish sMp f wrote of
S is come iu^P-^XlacS^

pirates there asanywherBeck{ord reported on
In November, Jo8 , Fort Morgan,

the forts Fort Char es had 38 guns, ho

’"JSXwKK SiXiX »• p™“ 

of Cuba, but with the Governor of Petit Guavos, to 
whom he sent Captain Mitchell, without, however, 
getting much satisfaction.

In a letter to William Blathwayt, dated 3rd 
February, 1685, Molesworth wrote :—

“One, Gilbert, sometime chaplain of the Guernsey, 
was preferred by Sir Thomas Lynch to be rector of 
St. Dorothy’s and should have had a very good liveli­
hood. But having more of the beast than the man in 
him he committed so many scandalous actions that he 
was rebuked by Sir Thomas Lynch. Remembering 
the rebuke but forgetting his preferment, he has 
published the most scandalous libel against Sir 
Thomas that ever was heard, unworthy of a Christian, 
much more of one of his coat. He was indicted for 
this, fined 300Z. and imprisoned for twelve months, 
under which sentence he still lies. I was too ill to 
write to you or the Bishop of London about it at the 
time, so that possibly his appeal might have reached 
the Lords before now. I enclose a copy of the libel.”

“ He that would murder when he pleased 
And with the gout so oft diseased, 
Whole will in ruling was his law, 
To keep more nobler men in awe, 
Because an ignoramus jury, 
Would not submit unto his fury, 
Who made interest his only God 
Was for our sins the scourging rod, 
’Cause all he called knave or rogue ' 
Would not be so, not served his vogue; 
Who orphants cheated by his power, 
Still seeking whom he might devour, 
But Johnson’s ghost by conscience spied, 
Grew mad, and soon as madly died. 
And now great ease Jamaica gains 
By his ent’ring eternal pains ;
And those who shall Governor be 
Let the Devil and him agree.
The Prince of Darkness surely finds a rub 
Since one more qualified for Beelzebub.”

In March, 1684/5, the Council turned itself into 
a Court of Inquiry concerning “the Embezzlement 
or Concealment of Goods or monies piratically 
taken,” and examined numerous witnesses.

The official news of the death of Charles IL 
reached Jamaica on the 10th of April, 1685 and 
James II. was proclaimed at St. Jago de la V g 
and Port Royal the next morning, with all pos 
sible demonstrations of joy and satisfaction by all 

P In May the negroes at a usual Saturday market 
at Passage Fort having made “some little disturb­
ance,” the market was suppressed by the Council.

At a Council meeting held on the 2nd of March, 
1685/6 the Governor submitted a list 01 tne 
prisoners of Monmouth’s Rebellion destined for 
Jamaica, there to serve for ten years. Unfortu­
nately this list has not been preserved.

At the same meeting Sir Philip Howard s Com­
mission as Governor was read and noted.

Molesworth wrote in July, 1685 :
“I hope that Sir Philip Howard comes out fully in­

structed as to these affairs, for I do not know whether 
I did well or ill before in sending vessels to clear these 
coasts of pirates. But whatever my inclination, I 
could give no orders for want of a new commission, 
and was Obliged to tell the people so who pressed 
me to do it again. The inconvenience for want of this 
commission is great. The Judges refuse to sit, the 
“'aare crowded, and the Marshal complains much of
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the expense and difficulty of securing the criminals. 
Pray let me know when I may expect Sir Philip 
Howard.”

On the 27th of September a Commission was 
issued from Windsor for Molesworth to be Lieu­
tenant-Governor.

In August a disturbance amongst the Maroons, 
which broke out in Guanaboa Vale and extended to 
St. George, St. Mary and St. Thomas (in which 
was included the present parish of Portland), caused 
much trouble, which lasted until April, 1687. The 
steps taken to fight the rebels, and the means of 
providing funds, occupied much of Molesworth’s 
time. Over the question of finance he had great 
differences with the Assembly. They wanted to 
raise funds by import and export dues. He told 
them they must tax themselves. In September, 
1686, they came to a compromise, that £1,000 
should be raised by an import duty on liquors, and 
£1,500 on the parishes by a parochial tax.

Martial law, instituted in Carlisle’s time, was con­
tinued. An extra force of 120 men was raised, and 
£5 a head offered for every rebel taken; the Council 
patriotically offering, if the Assembly did not ratify 
it, to bear the expense out of their own pockets. 
Later in the month the offer of Captain Davis to 
go against the Negroes with his Indians and three 
files of English men was accepted by the Council, 
but in November he came back reporting failure 
owing to bad weather, and the Council contented 
itself with offering rewards for captured rebels, and 
sending three English files and “ good dogs ” under 
Colonel Bourden against the rebels.

In January, 1685-6, it was reported at a Council 
meeting that “ there was little ready money left in 
the Treasury,” owing chiefly to expenditure on 
account of the Guanaboa Vale rebellion. In 
February five others, Bernard, Beckford, Ryves, 
Ayscough, and Rose, were called in to advise with 
the Council on steps to be taken to suppress the 
rebellion. It was resolved to send out 12 parties 
of 18 men each, each under the command of a 
commissioned officer, with good gangs of dogs. 
On the death of the rebel Cuffee, the parties were 
reduced to three, but on the 1st of June the 
Assembly met to take fresh steps against the rebels 
to n mdward. In the guerilla warfare a prominent 
factor was the destruction of the springes which 
they set for wild hogs, and these consequently 
robbed them of their usual food.

In October, 1685, two hundred rebels, under 
Monmouth, had been given by the King to Sir 
Philip Howard, and 169 had been shipped. Others 
were given to Captain Heywood.

The Governor-Elect, the Duke of Albemarle 
claimed to draw half the salary and half the per­
quisites of office (arising from the Broad Seal and 
the Admiralty) from the date of the death of Sir 
Philip Howard, in April, 1686. In spite of the 
protest raised by Molesworth, this was granted.

(To be continued.)

Stephen McKenna, the well-known novelist and 
author of “Sonia,” was a passenger in the Ingoma 
en route to Demerara and back.

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor 'will welcome letters and newspaper 
cuttings giving items of news likely to prove of 
general interest to readers of the Circular for pub­
lication under this heading.

Arrival of Antigua’s Governor.

Hon. Donald McDonald, writing on December 20th, 
records the arrival on December 4th of the newly 
appointed Governor, Hon. Sir Eustace Twisletoii- 
Wykeham-Fiennes, Bart., who was accompanied bv 
Lady Fiennes, O.B.E., and his A.D.C., Captain Ronald 
Guinnes. A large gathering assembled at the Jetty 
to welcome His Excellency, who proceeded to the 
Court House, where the usual oaths were administered 
by the Chief Justice. In a short address the Governor 
expressed his pleasure and pride in being appointed to 
govern such an old and loyal Colony, and empha­
sised his desire to do all in his power for the Colony 
in general, and the people of Antigua in particular. 
In anticipation of the Hon. Edward Wood’s visit, the 
Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council have 
prepared a memorandum dealing with an increased 
preference in England on West Indian products; the 
greater control of expenditure by the Finance Com­
mittee of the Legislative Council; the investment of 
the Colony’s funds; water supply and The
Agricultural and Commercial Society has appointed 
sub-committees to prepare reports on most of these 
subjects, as well as on steamship service, telegraphic 
communication, public health, and education. A 
tinguished Canadian in the person of Sir George Foster 
has been recently visiting the Leeward Islands. Time 
did not allow for the reception of Sir George and Lady 
Poster on the voyage South, but arrangements were 
made for this on the return journey bv the Committee 
of the Agricultural Society in conjunction with Mr. 
Henzell, manager of the Antigua Sugar Factory

Barbados Crop Prospects.

The House of Assembly voted the sum of 
£396 ios. 2d. from the Public Treasury on November 
28th to meet the Colony’s contribution to the West 
Indian Agricultural College, this being one half of 
one per cent, of the average ordinary revenue of the 
three preceding years for the quarter. The House 
adjourned on November 29th after a record Session of 
36 meetings, the previous largest number in anv 
session having been 22. It is fairly certain, savs the 
Advocate, that the crop will be better than last year 
for which many estates are expecting to show losses 
on their working. When the Legislature is called 
together, it is not expected that there will be anv 
contests m the constituencies with the exception of 
St Michael where Mr. R. G. Cave has notified his 
intention of not seeking re-election. The names of 
Mr. Peter Paterson, Mr. V. Hart, and Mr. Edwin 
Croney are mentioned as possible candidates

British Guiana's Sugar Losses.

Mr J V. Fitzpatrick, writing on December nth 
stated that there had at last been a break in the heavv 
ramfall lately experienced, and spells of brilliant sun­
shine had done much to improve the sodden and water­
logged condition of the land. Depression in sugar circles 
becomes more intense, as the position of several estates
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grows more critical. No reply having been received 
from the Government to the Planters’ Association’s 
request for assistance to the industry, made on 
October 24th, another deputation intends to wait on the 
Governor to impress on him the urgency of the 
situation. The average loss made by Demerara estates 
in 1921 is estimated at not less than £.5 per ton, and 
for the industry to continue, it is urged that there 
must be security of markets in reduction in taxation, 
with an increased labour supply if there is to be any 
extension. The Chamber of Commerce have informed 
the Government that the matters on which they wish 
to confer with Mr. Wood during his tour in the Colony 
are : The cable and mail services; improvement in 
the harbour approaches of Georgetown harbour by 
deepening the bar; a trade agreement with the 
Mother Country for a term of years; a temporary in­
crease in the preference given in Great Britain’s tariff 
duties.

Dominica, and Defederation.
A proposal is on foot to erect a co-operative factory 

for the manufacture of citric acid and it is estimated 
that a capital of ^25,000 will be required for this pur­
pose. The Legislative Council recently discussed the 
following resolutions which were moved by Major 
E- F. Becher : “Be it resolved that (a) the time has 
arrived, when the people of Dominica should be 
granted a measure of popular representation on the 
Councils of Government, and that (b) it is desirable 
that Dominica should withdraw from the Leeward 
Islands Confederacy.” The resolutions were sup­
ported by Mr. Bridgewater (who seconded them) the 
Hon. J. C. Macintyre, M.B.E., the Hon. G. W. Penrice, 
Mr. L. Rose, Mr. Didier, the Hon. Dr. H. A. A. Nicholls, 
C.M.G., the Hon. T. Cools Lartigue, Mr. Richard 
Sharpe, Mr. Peter Noble, Mr. Joseph Jones, and Mr. 
A. W. Solomon, Mr. R. Walter, C.M.G., the Adminis­
trator, allowing the officials to express their personal 
views. The debate was summed up by Major Becher 
and the Administrator, having instructed the officials 
to vote formally against them, the resolutions were 
defeated. It is, however, regarded as impossible that 
the Government can disregard such an unanimous ex­
pression of opinion. The Local Government closed 
the first half of the financial year with a deficit of 
¿3,372. Mr. and Mrs. F. Woodward have received a 
cordial welcome on their return to the island.

Mr. Wood in Jamaica.
On their arrival at Kingston in Elders & Fyffes’s 

s.s Motagua, on December 13th, Mr. Edward Wood, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Mr. Arthur Ormsby Gore, and Mr. K. A. 
Wiseman, were welcomed by the Governor the Mayor, 
the leading officials and Hon. J. A. G. Smith, Member 
for Clarendon. On the following day a conference was 
held at Headquarters House with Elected Members of 
the Legislative Council, the Governor presiding. The 
Hon a L. Simpson, M.B.E., who spoke first, 
criticised the Privy Council, which he said, was no 
satisfactorily meeting existing conditions m the best 
interests of the Island, to which nearly all 
were strangers. He objected also to the head of the 
Executive presiding over the Legislative Counciland 
to the nomination of any of its members. Thepower 
of the elected members to veto financial measures was 
a privilege often attended with embarrassment Hom 
J H. Phillipps also referred to the financial condition 
of the Colony, which, he said, was in the most chaotic 

state possible. Hon. A. G. Nash asked that the 
Government Railway, which yearly saddled the tax­
payers with an increasing burden, be put on a 
thorough business basis. Replying, Mr. Wood said 
that the arguments which he had listened to from 
every member of the Council present would be of most 
material advantage in assisting his party in their 
deliberations. It would be unwise for him to enter 
into detail after only 24 hours on the Island, but hav­
ing heard with an open mind and with sympathy the 
representations of the different sections of the commu­
nity, he hoped to be in a position to advise the Secre­
tary of State so that a definite settlement could be 
reached. As regards finance, he felt that whether in 
Jamaica or in the United Kingdom, whenever possible 
supplementary estimates should be avoided, but in 
fairness to the Executive the present abnormal condi­
tions should be borne in mind. O11 the subject of 
Education, which had been raised by Rev. G. L. 
Young, they would find Major Ormsby Gore an expert. 
He then turned to the Agricultural College, the esta­
blishment of which in Trinidad, he said, was reaching 
the stage of being a fait accompli, and suggested the 
organisation of a West Indian Agricultural Conference 
to be held in Jamaica. In this and other matters, he 
pleaded for inter-island co-operation. On December 
15th Mr. Wood and his colleagues conferred with the 
members of the Kingston City Council, Mr. R. W. 
Bryant, M.B.E.,the Mayor, presiding, and subsequently 
received a deputation! from the Agricultural Society, on 
whose behalf Sir John Pringle, Mr. A. C. L. Martin, 
Mr. Simmonds, Mr. Stedman, Hon. R. T. Williams, 
Hon. H. H. Cousins, and Mr. John Barclay spoke. 
Sir John Pringle promised that they would do every­
thing to promote interest in the British Empire Exhi­
bition, 1923. Mr. Wood was then waited on by a dele­
gation from the Jamaica Imperial Association, intro­
duced by Mr. A. W. Farquharson, who said that he 
hoped the visit would mean the beginning of a new 
era. It seemed of the utmost consequence that the 
severed relations between the Island and the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture should be resumed. Con­
tinuing, Mr. Farquharson strongly recommended the 
setting up of a State Bank in Jamaica, and urged the 
repeal of the supertax. In the course of his reply, 
Mr. Wood promised that whenever the chairman of 
the Imperial Association visited him at the Colonial 
Office in London, he should not be kept waiting. After 
luncheon, the Under Secretary held a fourth inter­
view on this occasion with Jamaica Law Society, 
represented by Mr. Corinaldi, Mr. W. Baggett Gray, 
Mr. S. R. Cargill, Mr. Ashenheim, Mr. W. Morrison, 
Mr. Manton, Mr. Bryant, and Mr. Dunn. On 
December 16th the party travelled on a special train to 

'Chapelton, accompanied by Hon. R. Nosworthy, 
Acting Colonial Secretary, and Major Lewis Thomas, 
Director of Railways. At Chapelton, Mr. Wood re­
ceived a deputation from Frankfield Citizen Associa­
tion, members of which were introduced by Hom 
T A G Smith, M.L.C. for Clarendon. Mr. M. 1. 
McICay, who led the deputation, urged the extension 
of the railway. Mr. Wood afterwards motored on to 
Mandeville, where, as he subsequently confessed, he 
slept really well for the first time 111 his tour, pro- 
ceding the following day by train to Montego Bay, 

where they were welcomed by Hon. W. C. Ke , 
n p F and Hon. C. W. Hewitt. Addressing a meet-

the Parochial Board, of which Mr. T. H. Brown 
is chairman, Mr. Wood said that what M
more than anything else during his tour of the Island 
i\d been the intense spirit of loyalty to the Crown 
As regards public appointments, the question ought
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not to be one of geography but of merit, and if the 
best man was a Jamaican he should be appointed. 
Dealing with the subject of the home sugar duties, 
he did not see how Imperial free trade was 
going to prove practical politics. At Falmouth the 
same day, the party was welcomed by Hon. Guy 
Fwen, Custos and Member of the Legislative Council 
for Trelawny, Mr. A. L. Delgado, Chairman of the 
Parochial Board, Mr. W. FitzRitson, Mr. Joseph 
Stockhausen, Mr. E. D. Arscott, Mr. H. R. Milliner, 
Mr. A. S. Grey, Mr. George Taylor, Mr. E. L. Harris, 
Dr. Vine, Mr. Josiah Johnson, and Mr. S. H. Stewart, 
and a memorial was presented praying for improved 
transport facilities by land and sea, provision of 
domestic water supplies, morass reclamation, etc.

On December 19th, Major Wood, accompanied by 
the Governor, visited Western St. Mary, scene of the 
Land Settlement Scheme. A new township erected 
in connection with this scheme was named Wood Park 
in honour of the visit. On December 20th, continuing 
his journey along the North of the Island, Major Wood 
arrived at Port Maria, where he and his party, who 
were accompanied by the Governor, were welcomed 
by Hon. Rev. A. A. Barclay, Rev. W. T. Graham, 
atnd Rev. H. B. Walcott. The reply was made 
by Major Ormsby Gore, who said that the whole ques­
tion of the parochial boards would require attention. 
He advised his hearers not to put too much faith in 
electrification schemes for the railway, all such 
schemes having failed elsewhere with one exception. 
At Port Antonio, where they stayed the night, the 
party were welcomed by Commander Codrington Hall, 
the Custos. Here again they met the Parochial Board’ 
represented by Hon. A. E. Ffrench, Rev. A. v’ 
Pelgrave (chairman), Rev. W. J. Thompson, Hon. 
D. S. Gideon and Major W. H. Plant.

Montserrat's Census.

The numbering of the people undertaken by Mr. 
A‘ A^» the Registrar-General, discloses a sad 
state of affairs, the population of 12,120 being 76 less 
than it was in 1911; the increase by natural develop­
ment was 1922, but this w’as more than set off by 
emigration mainly to Cuba, San Domingo and the 
United States. The progress of education is shown by 
the fact that 44.1 per cent, of the males and 52.6 of the 
females announced that they could read and write as 
against percentages of 28.7 and 34.8 respectively in 
J9n- The island has 2,337 inhabited houses, the 
population per house being thus 5.18. Of the total 
population 112 were returned as white, 9,505 as black 
and 2,503 as coloured. The island at the date of the 
census boasted one centenarian and eleven nottia- 
genarians.

Tobago’s Water-Driven Sugar Mill.

According to Mr. Robert S. Reid (December I2th) no 
further developments have occurred in the projected 
caHung of a Clyde” Line steamship at a Tobago port 
Meanwhile enquiries are being made about covered 
barges, which will be required if any ocean steamer 
is to call at Scarborough, owing to the delay and pro­
hibitive expense that would be involved in shipment 
from the shore under present circumstances. It is 
hoped that these enquiries from an American source 
may interest Canadian and Home steamship owners 
It is noteworthy that the Local Government seems' 
determined to take up the matter of the coastal service 
on its own account, and ¿50,000 has been allocated for 
the purchase or construction of a suitable steamer 
The general jmpression, founded on past experience of

Government ventures, is that a contract service would 
be more satisfactory than one by Government steamers. 
Amoing recent visitors to Tobago has been the new 
Postmaster-General, whose predecessor for over 20 
years never set foot on the Island. The Bishop of 
Trinidad is now acting as Rural Dean at Scarborough 
to enable Rev. II. R. Davies to have a holiday. This 
is only one of many instances of service on the part 
of Bishop Anstey. There have recently been good 
showers, and crop prospects are good in the Windward 
and North-side districts, but the Leeward planters 
would like more rain. A small water-driven sugar 
mill is being established near Pembroke. The soil 
is so suitable for sugar growing that one is tempted 
to hope that a central factory may yet be established 
in the Leeward district where there is a considerable 
acreage of undeveloped land.

Relief Measures in Trinidad.

Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn, writing on December 22nd, 
states that Sir Francis Watts and Mr. II. A. Ballou 
returned to Barbados on September 3rd, and Hon. J. 
de la Mothe, who had also been in Trinidad in con­
nection with the establishment of the West Indian 
Agricultural College left for Grenada on the same 
date. The City Council of Port-of-Spain, faced with 
the urgent and difficult task of filling the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mr. C. A. R. Farrell, the City 
Engineer, on November 19th, lost no time in securing 
the services of Mr. T. H. Scott. The appointment is 
regarded* as specially suitable in that Mr. Scott has 
already nad two years experience in the post, having 
been Mr. Farrell’s immediate predecessor. At a mcet- 
tt^ A^e legislative Council on December 9th, the 

i°^ Auc^er Warner, the Attorney-General, ex- 
Plained what the Government untended to do to tide 
the Colony over the present severe agricultural de­
pression Two Bills were read a first time, one hav­
ing lor its object the protection of embarrassed planters 
from the foreclosure of mortgages by advancing the 

interest, the other to make advances to en­
able planteis to work their plantations. The recently 
nT6!/1’0"?’000 10311 suPPHes the fund on which the 
Government propose to draw for the money required 
for this purpose, and relief is to be assessed bv a 
specially appointed committee. The two Bills were 
passed through the remaining stages and became law

In resP°nse to complaints that the 
nrS ^A^ad kept pace with the fall in the
p r oi /our? the Actllng Governor has issued an 
order under the Food and Fuel Control Ordinance 
1920, fixing the retail price of a two ounce loaf at 
centrTofPort^^^ Pla<?e 111 thc topping

! Port-of-Spam on December 18th, gutting the 
centre store of Messrs. Salvatori, Scott & C\> and the 
hardware store of Mr. J. Gonzalez, and part?v destroy* 
DHt-he Iu°f °f the Hardware and Electric Supplies Co 
Dunng the year 1920, the Government Railways made 
1'0« 7 ¿53.094. but the Southern steamer'made^

5 w“a "d««

trance fee. The Secretary will gladly ,end . V “ent no en'
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Sailings to West Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Oranje Nassau,

Elders & Fyffes Ltd.

January 7 th :—
Mr. A. Corbin
Mr. E. Ernest
Mr. & Mrs. Gallop
Mr. R. George 
Mr. A. Gokool

Home arrivals from. Jamaica in R.M.S. Gamito,

Mr. & Mrs. Grundy & 
fam.

Mr. H. J. Hearn
Mr. & Mrs. J. D.

Kettle
Mr. J. Mathews

Avonmouth, January 8th :—

Miss Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Alvarado 
Miss N. Bell 
Mai-General Sir

Hamilton Bower
Colonel & Mrs. Carey 

and family

Mr. & Mrs. C. K.
Cowlin

Capt. & Mrs. G. Cox 
and family

Capt. & Mrs. A. W. C.
Crank

Miss B. M. Deeks 
Mr. S. H. Doubleday

Mrs. H. G. Edward; 
Mrs. F. P. Farrar 
Rev. T. Gebvanie 
Lord Gainford 
Miss B. Hamlyn 
Mr. W. A. Pearson 
Colonel Max Smith 
Mr. & Miss Verley

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
Plymouth, January 7th :—

Mr. C. Mal hews 
Mr. & Mrs. Millar & 

infant
Mr. G. S. Riches
Mr. & Mrs. J. Romanes 
Mr. A. Wilson

in s.s. Venezuela,

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Sailings
January, 18th : —
Miss Alexis
Mr. J. Ford Anderson.
Mr. & Mrs. Andre
Mr. W. D. Bulman 
Mrs. H. S. Bulman 
Mr. Burrell
Mr. A. S. Burleigh 
Mrs. C. Carpenter 
Mr. & Miss D’abadie 
Miss L. W. Davey 
Miss J. M. Downer 
Commander & Mrs. P.

Fairfield
Capt. Curtis Gallup 
Dr. & Mrs. C G.

Gooding
Mr. J. T. Greg
Miss A. Hambling 
Mr. A. Harris 
Dr.&Mrs. W. G. Heath 
Miss M. Henderson

to West Indies from London in s.s. Ingoma,

Miss E. Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Hodgens 

and family 
Capt. L. C. Huggins 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Harrison 

Hughes
Mrs. J. W. Hughes 
Mrs. Hutchinson & fam. 
Mr. J. B. Jones 
Mr. Keatinge 
Mr. Leeds 
Mrs. & Miss Liddelow 
Mr. H. Livingstone 
Mr. A. W. B. Long 
Miss M. J. Martin 
Mr- A. H. Massey 
Mr. S. Me Harrie 
Mr. Stephen McKenna 
Dr. & Mrs. C. E. S.

Mitchell 
Mr. Montano

Mr. F. H. Moving 
Mrs. J. W. H. Nurse 
Mr. C. H. Norton 
Mr. D. O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Payne 
Dewan Bahdur P.

Keshava Pillai & Son 
Mr. A. Planchat 
Mr. T. Prentice 
Mr. J. R. Prentice 
Miss E. Prentice 
Mrs. Rae and family 
Miss E. Robinson 
Dr. Faulkland Rooke 
Mr. J. Stanton 
Mr. V. M. Tewary 
Miss M. Timothy 
Mrs. C. M. Walker 
Mr. Wharton 
M iss C. Wharton 
Mrs. H. Wright

Mr. L. M. Anderson 
Mr. R. H. Atkin 
Mr. W. T. Benson 
Mr. A. V. Board 
Mr. E. R. Ellis 
Mr. T. Haigh

Mr. E. W. Jelley
Mr. H. M. Kerr
Mr. B. F. N. Macrovie
Mr. D. Moore
Mr. A. Nind

' Mr. J. N, Phillips

Mr. J. S. Smith 
Mr. H. Speight J
Mr. T. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. J; T.

Tulloch

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

To From Packet Sailing

Jamaica 
West Indies 
B’dos & T’dad 
B’dos & T’dad 
Jamaica 
West Indies

.. Bristol
.. Glasgow 
.. Liverpool 
.. Dover 
.. Bristol 
.. London

... Motagua ... Jan. 24
... Counsellor ... „ 25
... Norwegian ... „ 27
... Venezuela ,,28
... Bayano ... ■„ 30
... Specialist ... Feb. 3

T’dad D’ara & 
St. Lucia,

West Indies 
Cruise
West Indies . 
West Indies 
Bahamas 
Cruise 
B’mas, J’aca 
B. H’das

.. St. Nazaire

.. New York 

.. New York 

.. New York 

... Halifax 
.. New York 
.. New York 
&
... Halifax

.. Haiti ... Jan. 25

... Matura ...Feb. 14

... Megantic ... „ 16
.. Guiana ... „ 17
... Chaudière ... ,, 17
... Siboney ... „ 18
.. Empress of Britain „ 21

... Canadian Fisher „ 24

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various 

dates, have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

Anti­
gua.
To 

Oct. 31

Bar­
bados.

To 
Nov. 30

British 
Guiana 

To
Dec. 8

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
Nov. 30

Domi­
nica
To

Nov. 30

Grenada.
To 

Oct. 31

Jamaica.
To 

Dec. 17

Mont­
serrat.

To 
Oct. 31

St. 
Lucia.

To 
Oct. 31

St. Kitts 
Nevis. 

To
Nov. 30

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Sept. 30

Trinidad 
To

Nov. 30

lbs.
-------— ■ • .... 1.467,916

Arrowroot 87,784
Asphalt...........................
Balata ...............
Bananas ... 
Bauxite .. ...............

tons 
lbs. 

bchs. 
... tons.

1,136,311

12,384
421,236 2,544 9,728,108 1,716

2,047

33,910
Bitters ...........................  
Cacao ..........................

... galls
... lbs. 704,052 9,376,752 7.966,560 125

358
1,317,617 122,963

134,314
72.976,763

Cassava Starch lbs 
... No. 
... lbs. 

1h«

2,624.354 6,821,320 274,596 9,364 23,084,635 155,710 120,490 20,230,396
534

4,163,103
Coco-nuts 
Coffee ...........................

322,469
87,751 199.137

497 212
14.840

7,290,640
1,550,162 22,458

Copra ...........................
Cotton. M. Galante ... lbs.

17,284 92.331
328,720

392,035 4,899 744,336 436,712
Cotton. Sea Island ... lbs. 711,312 645,120 12,607 704,480 146,443
Cotton Seed ............... lbs.

87,371
Diamonds ... carats 3,939

170Dyewoods ............... tons 
lbs.
ozs. 
lbs. 
lbs.

... galls.

2,250 328 1,277,360
Ginger ...............  
Gold ...........................
Ground Nuts
Honey ... —
Lime Juice (raw) ...

.. (concta.) ...
560
320

9,291

2,576 3,306 
100,750 
202,600

7 475

200

1,900
9,235

919,310
55,753

16,574
170

23,463
917

188,353
16,130

80 
5,088 

279
o’i...........................

Lime (citrate of) lbs. 49,161
710

999,488 150 49,773
70

17,328 10,918
Logwood ... ... tons 

feet 152,320 164 861 15,053
Lumber............... 7.715.513 2,089 1
Mahogany ................
Manjak ...............
Molasses...............

tons
.. galls 

Jíó
106,400

6.800

102
3984.300 204

69,122 236,520
199,546

20.517,390
864

82,908
121,978

2,448

272.600 77,121 60.729
1,075.215

Oranges........................... .. lbs.
... gads, 

lbs.

2.998 39.951,906
Essential Oils...............
Petroleum ................
Pimento........................... 5 303.919 851

8,263,360
12,739

Rice ..............
Rubber ...........................

lbs. 
lbs. 

... galls.
No.

... tons 

...cub.ft.

24.267
1,680 

2.075.051 757
81,064

939,881 500
9,825

162,074

R m ............... 1,826,300 28.344 22 3.211 8,119 , 125. 46.488
Shingle-» ... ................
Sugar ... ..............
Timber

10.415 26 276 91.312
121,097 155,946 1,450 2,591

------------ - ==
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone-

Central 6642.
Telegrams—

“ Cariò. London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.

January 17 th, 1922.

CACAO is quiet, and the market interest is almost 
entirely confined to West African sorts. Fine Grenada 
is quoted at 50/-, and Trinidad at 52/- to 61/-, with only 
a small business passing.

BANK RATE. Five per cent, as from Nov. 3rd, 1921. 
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that the shipments of 
Trinidad cacao during November amounted to 3,241,593 
ibs., making a total of 72,977,265 lbs. for

in U.S.A. . 
,, France 
.. Belgium 
.. Italy

Jan,3rd 
£ s. d.

17
2 0
2 3
3 0

3
9
2
7

Jan. 17th 
£ s. d.

17 5 I In Spain ... 
2 0 8 1

Jan.3rd 
£ s. d-

The intrinsic value

SUGAR. In the

2 2 6
3 15 8

Germany
.. Austria 

Holland

1 2
37 12

454 0
18

2 
0
0
9

Jan.l7lh 
£ s. d.
1 2 1

38
512

of the gold sovereign is £1

1 9
1 5

18 11

2s. lid.
New York market the upward tend­

ency reported in last Summary has continued. Sales of 
(Aiibans were yesterday made at 3.61 c., duty paid, landed, 
equivalent to 2 c. c.i.f. The values in the future market 
were: March 2.23 c.. May 2.4« c., July 2.64 c.
i- ma.rket is firm’ with a good demand. Crystal­
lized West India was quoted yesterday at from 38/6 to 
41/-, spot terms. London granulated was valued at 45/0 
with 46/3 for fine qualities. Imitation yellow crystals were 
quoted at 40/3, American granulated 18/3 c.i.f. White 
Mozambique, spot terms, were worth 44/3, and white was 
down to 43/-. Cuban 96 deg. c.i.f. were worth 11/6. The

To same date 1920 ... . .
„ „ 1919
„ „ 1918
„ „ 1917
„ „ 1916
„ „ 1915

„ 1914
„ „ 1913
„ „ 1912

The stocks in London on January 7th

Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

1922.
13,435
14,696

101,442

1921.
28,857
20,402

200,865

the eleven months. 
62,432,820 
57.737,543 
55,578,342 
68.229,372 
52,875.425 
45,869,353 
61.638,496 
46.431.247 
40.472,755

were :—
1920

24,740 Bags.
13.922 „

109,260 ,.
ARROWROOT remains very slow of sale, and prices 

are unchanged at 3|d. to 6Jd.
BAY OIL. Further arrivals are meeting no demand 

at present, but there is no change to report in value.
COFFEE. For home-trade qualities the market u

terminal market values were :—

steady, with a fair demand. Export kinds are 
slow of sale. C ”

96° 
White

Feb 
12/- 
17/10}

March. 
12 6 
18/Og

12/7}
m - I8/6f
The dissolution of the Sugar Finance Committee, which 

had been controlling sales of Cuban sugar, was marked 
by a greater disposition to offer and sell both new and 
old crop Cuba sugars. Messrs. Willett and Gray, in their 
H eeldy Statistical Sugar Trade Journal, state that it 
seems more and more apparent that a differential will be 
HmJ h f <>Id Cr°P SUgarS’ and at the P^ent 
time it appears to amount to 1-16 c. per lb so that 
while he. c. & f. is obtainable for old crop sugars, 1 13-16 
c. c. & f. can be considered a reasonable 
crop Cuba sugars in the same position, 
ot our market quotations, we consider 
sugars will establish a fairer comparison _ 
“nd ^L»W?’dl ‘I maY h!>ve badly inverted, 
and will test very low when delivered to refiners

the market1i" 8™eral, it can be stated 
of th} / / comparatively orderly manner, as many 
of the trade were in fear that as soon as the Finance 

? W“S “T’1™1’ that there be tremendoS 
blocks of sugar thrown on the market, and which won d 
cause rapid and large declines, probabl/ lower than situa 
tion warranted, but such has not been the case tho off 

have been making in small fractions and usuallv on n f J 
amount of business. With regard to the*7 ~ a, f 
Avsilott , ^ara ro tne future, Messrs
on a hand VmZh Ws

rf^ugar.^ SUdden St°rm may’ thCTefo^ And them short

figure for new 
For the basis

that new crop 
than those c-f

7th were :—
Indian a‘a«’«« in London on January

1922.
1

635
4,061

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock
RUM for home-trade and 

The consumption for 192! was

1921.
14 

1,02.3 
7,395

export is

3,132,207 gallons in 1920. 2,036,532

1920.
468 Tons.

1,345 „
7,259 „ 

absolutely flat.
gallons, as against

The stocks in London on January 7th

Jamaica ...
Demerara
Total of all kinds

1922 
11,014 
17,426 
38,262

1921
9,185 

14,984 
34,223

were:—
1920
6,456 Puns.

14,429 „
28,069 „

55/- to 60/-. 
COPRA

-r- - ------  — J weak and
Ordinary Jamaica is quoted nominally at

remains slow and dull. West Indian f,m s 
is valued at £24 10s., c.i.f. London or Hamburg

COTTON. Immediately after the publication of last 
Circular quotations of West Indian Sea Island were re­
duced a hundred points, and during the past week prices 
have further depreciated to: medium 2td.. fine 3»d and 
extra fine 40d.

HONEY. No auctions are being held this month the 
demand privately not having been sufficiently active to 
changeT Prices nominally un-

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handprcssed re- 
"^hanged, but further small sales of 

Distilled have been made at 2/- per lb. Lime Juice
18 5-"’n by in Concedtorted, and’

Raw continues quie% and unchanged
LOGWOOD remains dull and unchanged. Supnliei 

..mold ““ m°nths ag° "e sti" in their hand,

ORANGE OIL. On the spot. Sweet is easier but 
no business is passing; the nominal quotation is io’. ner 
lb. There is nothing doing in Bitter.

fhe.mark;* Plantation has become dn0 
and Aery little business has been done during the week

done in January-February shipment to Hamburg at 19'- 
c.i.f., and shippers are now asking 20'- First-h -mJ »iaaV 
of Jamaica Gingeo as previous^ Tr ^7“

holds. Ltd., 13,250 tons. Tnn.dad Leaae-

nf ng tO g° tO West Ind^. would take charge
c io The vFetUry for ^aveH-ing expenses. Apply H S 
c/o The West India Committee Circular 15
Lane, London, E.C.3. LAR’ 15, Seething
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London, E.C. 3.

January 31st, 19 22

Imperia.! Preference.

THE announcement made by Mr. Edward 
Wood at a meeting of the Associated West 
Indian Chambers of Commerce in Trinidad

on January’ 29th, that the British Government had 
decided to make a Trade Agreement with the West 
Indies, guaranteeing the existing rate of preference 
for ten years, was naturally received with much 
enthusiasm, since it marks a distinct step towards 
bringing about that restoration of confidence which 
is so essential if the British West Indies are to 
prosper. It will be recalled that in our issue of 
December 23rd, 1920, under the heading “Imperial 
Preference—a Suggestion,” we urged the adoption 
of this course, and the Associated Chambers of Com­
merce, at the invitation of their President, took the 
matter up very actively. We understand that the 
form of guarantee which the Government now pro­
pose to give will be an “undertaking” which will, 
we presume, mutatis mutandis, be similar to that 
which was given to the signatories to the Brussels 
Convention, when Great Britain pledged herself not 
to give preferential treatment to Colonial sugar 
during the continuance of the agreement. And m 
considering what form it may actually take ,no 
doubt the Law Officers of the Crown will devise 
some means of securing for it binding force. There 
is, however, a fly in the ointment in that Ma. Wood 
said that it was the existing rate of preference and 
not the value of the preference-which would be 
guaranteed for ten years. What is really needed to 
meet the situation is the continuance of preference 

on sugar at a figure not less than that of its present 
value, for as the tariff now stands, the amount of 
the preference would be reduced when the sugar 
duties are lowered, and though no immediate reduc­
tion in the sugar duties is probable, it is certain 
that it must come about within ten years. A 
reduction to even half the present abnormal figure 
of £25 13s. 4d. per ton would mean a corresponding 
reduction of £2 2s. 9^d. per ton in the value of the 
preference, which would then stand at a figure that 
would be altogether inadequate. We cannot, there­
fore, too strongly urge that the undertaking may 
take the form of a guarantee of the continuance of 
the preference at a figure not less than that of its 
present value.
The Burden of Taxation.

MR. EDWARD WOOD, M.P., brought his stay 
in Jamaica to a close on December 26th. 
On that day he and his party embarked on 

board H.M.S. Valerian, and it is understood that 
he next visited in succession St. Kitts, Antigua, 
Dominica, St. Vincent, and Barbados; but so 
scanty was the cabled news of his progress that he 
might have been in Kamschatka instead of 
the West Indies for all that was heard of his 
movements until he reached Trinidad. This 
incidentally illustrates the deplorable state of 
telegraphic communication between the islands and 
this country, which has resulted in our Press having 
apparently appointed no representatives in the 
smaller colonies visited, though from Jamaica, on 
the other hand, admirable messages have come for­
ward over the lines of the Direct West India Cable 
Company. It is clear from the newspapers to hand 
by the mail that Mr. Wood and his colleagues had 
twelve very strenuous days in the Isle of Springs. 
He appears to have attended at least fourteen or 
fifteen meetings, and to have delivered an astonish­
ing number of speeches. In one of these, at Montego 
Bay, he made some interesting remarks on the sub­
ject of Imperial Free Trade, the adoption of which 
more than one speaker had warmly advocated. 
“Everybody,” he said, “as far as I know, would 
like to have Imperial Free Trade if it were a practi­
cal policy. I don’t think it is going to be practical 
politics. Many of the Dominions would like it; 
many would like the import duty taken off sugar, 
and sugar to have a free entry. That is the business 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer; he has to raise 
money, and . . . indirect taxation is more easily 
collected and less objected to. The Chancellor would 
say the same thing in opposition to the free entry 
of sugar at this time. We in England are groaning 
under a burden of taxation that I don’t think the 
people outside always realise the weight of. The 
Imperial Parliament gave preference to the West 
Indian Colonies in 1919, and although that is not as
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much as a good many people would wish, I would 
like to say to those who might think so, that 
we, too, have difficulties on our side to raise 
money, and that it is not always possible in 
times of difficult money conditions to do all 
that others may wish us to do, whatever may 
be the arguments advanced.” We, too, are 
inclined to believe that the crushing weight of 
taxation to which residents in the United King­
dom are subject is not always fully realised in the 
West Indies. We may perhaps, therefore, be per­
mitted to give our readers overseas a few particulars 
regarding its extent. To begin with, let us take the 
income tax. Is it realised in the West Indies that a 
single man with an income of £500 derived from in­
vestments has to pay £76, or 15 per cent., to the 
State; that one receiving £1,000 similarly pays over 
£226, or 23 per cent., to the Imperial Treasury, 
whilst the “fortunate” individual with an in comp 
of £3,000 is mulcted in £913, or no less than 30 per 
cent., in income tax and super-tax ? We very much 
doubt it. Let our readers compare the position of 
such a man with a resident in Grenada, for example, 
who would pay to the Government £5 12s. 6d on 
£500, £25 12s. 6d. on £1,000, and £237 2s. 6d. on 
£3,000. So much for direct taxation; but it does 
not end there. Let our readers consider what the 
resident in these harassed British Isles must pay in­
directly with such breakfast-table duties as £2 2s. 
Per CZi’ °n cocoa’ £5 I2s. per cwt. on tea, £2 2s. 
per cwt., on coffee, and with £3 15s. 4d. per gallon 
on his spirits (making his bottle of 30 U.P. whiskey 
The®?. TV58’ 7d- PCT lb- on his 
The resident is indeed caught at every turn • the 

postage of letters, etc., has been doubled, and if he should go to a place 
of entertainment he must pay 6d. tax on a 2s PSeat 
at the cinema, or Is. 6d. tax on a half guinea stall 
to t^ hS tTereV haVS 
hn mit he must pay m taxation £1 per

h WOrks out on the ordinary Ford 
there are th? Z7’ t0 add to his “les, 
proportions havin» ^b!cb bave assumed alarming 

S k ?laces in theThere is w« - A the Pound or more.

above that it i?the mcom?tax?^ the figures given 
first claim, and there are mmy wL bdie “ that t^ 
surest means of improving JI n f the 

emphasised this point at g°odenough

and of double taxation,” he said d°“e ta?
Thi“Seofr toacouX°Vh ““‘P'«’”''. • 

under our limited liability systLi 7^ ’ar?ely 
is now penalised by a cornorath?’? h } ?ystem 

their dividends. Under this tax the State takes 
5 per cent, of your profits before you draw your 
dividend, on which you are again taxed. This is 
only one of the many instances of double taxation. 
At the present time a relief in the crushing burden 
of taxation would enable those who are engaged in 
retail trades to reduce their prices, and others who 
are employers of labour would be able to give em­
ployment in many directions where they would 
gladly do so, but are prevented for the sole reason 
that they cannot afford it. There is a point which 
is,^ in fact, the limit of taxable capacity; beyond 
this only a strangling effect is produced, which is 
paralysing to industry and to the earning capacity 
of the community as a whole.” It should be clear, 
then, that a reduction of direct taxation is an ob­
ject to be aimed at, and when work can be found 
for the 2,000,000 people at present out of employ­
ment in the United Kingdom, it follows that the 
consumption of sugar, cocoa, and other tropical 
produce will increase, and that is where this ques­
tion is of importance to the West Indies.

The Sugar Situation.

THE sugar situation continues to cause anxiety. 
Like that of so many other economic pro- 
ducts the price of sugar has fallen consider­

ably below the cost of production; but the general 
to b? ?? opm!o” among the experts appears
to be that the worst has now been seen. That view 
is expressed by Mr. Manuel Rionda, who has 
stated that m his opinion there is no need for pessi­
mism as to the future. He evidently believes 
however, that competition will be keen, for he say^ 
that the removal of control will be an incentive to 
a determined effort on the part of individual pro­
ducers to place the production of sugar in Cuba on 
n?il ^nd economica! level, and thus to

instil new life and vigour into the industry. Cuba 
he says, realises that on the present basis of 
sumption the market for her sugar in‘the United 
States is limited to 2,500,000 tons, but he adds that 
the market for Cuban sugar is world-wide, and that 
in Zt'in T’ f°r inSta??e’ "e — showing an 
interest in Cuban sugar. Here it seems to us that 
pL7bv°sim the faiCt th°SC CO^Hies are sup- 
FtJJii y ™ g^producing countries in the East

16,567,212 tons for that of 19^ 7®®

wRh as
crops at 4,897,500, as aEt? Su1??116 d" ’' 
tion m their total estimate kL- ’ 23the rcdl1^- 
an anticipated falling-off oUMOM?“^ fgr,by 
Whose crop for 1921-22 thev „ ’°4°i S m Cuba> 
figure Of 3,000,000 tons onl/* ThU ““ ? tbc lnw 
fact that Cuba at mesenZ^ • emphasises the 
factor in the situation. But th^Unitld^t1’"’1?1’3' 
crop is not to be ignored amt Uluted States beet 
result from the announcement
^Calnnetyhave reached a de^U
i^edlh^r1 Cubane^ & Gray

are reported to have



February 2, 1922. THÈ WÈST ÌNDIA COMMITTEE CÍRCÜLAR. 47

gress to limit the importation of Cuba sugar, and 
to increase the duties on such importations with a 
view to protect the United States beet sugar in­
terests. Some light is thrown on this subject by 
Messrs. Willett & Gray, who, in their Journal 
of January 12, say : “Regarding the proposed new 
tariff, a meeting of the Finance Committee of the 
Senate was recently held in Washington, and the 
old battle between cane and beet interests has been 
renewed with increased feeling. The Senate Com­
mittee, while perfectly realising the deplorable con­
ditions in Cuba, has, on the other hand, to consider 
the condition of affairs in the domestic beet sugar 
industry, and practically all the testimony given 
before the Finance Committee by the beet interests 
wound up as follows : Whose plea will Congress 
heed—that of Cuba, a foreign nation, or that of the 
domestic beet industry ? While Cuba and the beet 
industry are thus arguing their different view­
points and contending for different results—the one 
for increased tariff rates and the others for reduced 
tariff rates—the consumer apparently is not con­
sidered. With the present tariff on raw sugar at 
1.60 c. per lb. for 96° test Cubas, the rate is close 
to 100 per cent., which is too high for a commodity 
as largely used as sugar, and really puts it in the 
luxury class as far as the percentage of duty is con­
cerned. Just because the price of sugar is com­
paratively low, there is no just reason for assessing 
a tax of nearly 100 per cent, on same. If this 
theory applied to all other commodities, Congress 
would be swamped with protests. It might reason­
ably be stated that an emergency still exists in the 
domestic beet industry, and hence a continuation 
of the present Emergency duty of 1.60c. might be 
kept in force for the balance of this year. For 1923 
a reduction to 1.25c. on Cubas, and for 1924 the 
old tariff rate of Ic. a lb. on Cubas would be a fair 
compromise, and which would include some con­
sideration of the consumer as well as the manufac­
turing end of the trade, and hence should satisfy 
everybody. The beet industry made its greatest 
progress under tariffs on sugar not exceeding 
1.348c. and 1c. per lb., showring that the present 
high rate of 1.60c. is not needed except during some 
emergency period.” To return to the general situa­
tion. A hopeful feature is the fact that in many 
sugar-consuming countries stocks have been re­
duced to a very low level, and, as Mr. Rionda puts 
it, “zlmerica is now pretty well down to the bottom 
of her sugar bowl,” the sugar in the hands of the 
traders and the consumers in that country being 
400,000 tons below normal.

“Canada must increase her number of people per 
mile in order to make her railways productive.* 
At the least, the population must be increased 
by 10 millions in 10 years.” These remarks were 
made by Colonel J. S. Dennis, Chief Commissioner 
of Colonisation and Development of the C.P.R., 
at a Canadian Club luncheon on January 23rd. 
If Colonel J. S. Dennis’s requirements in respect 
of population could be met, Canada’s consumption 
of sugar would probably rise to 600,000 tons and 
that of cacao to, say, 25,000,000 lbs. The advan­
tage that this would be to the British West Indies 
scarcely requires emphasis.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Wha’ sweet a mout’ sometime hot a’ belly.” 
* * *

The consumption tax on sugar in Poland is 
10,000 marks a cwt. ! It looks heavy, but is under 
a penny a pound !

* * *
Mr. Alexander Duckham, F.C.S., has been ap­

pointed Chairman of the Standardisation Commit­
tee of Petroleum Technologists.

* * *
The lion. Mrs. Granville Ponsonby, who died 

on January 20th, was Mabel, daughter of the Hon. 
Charles Jackson, of St. Anne’s, Jamaica. She 
married the Hon. Granville Ponsonby, third son 
of the late Earl of Bessbo rough, in 1879.

* * *
Mr. F. N. Phipps, A.C.A., a partner in the firm 

of Messrs. Smith and Earle, chartered accountants, 
of London, sails for Trinidad on February 24th to 
open a branch office at San Fernando. Both Mr. 
Phipps and Messrs. Smith and Earle were recently 
elected to membership of The West India Com­
mittee.

* * *
An admirable portrait of Mr. Robert Rutherford, 

Chairman of the West India Committee, is repro­
duced in the January number of “ Production,” 
the official organ of the British Empire Sugar Pro­
ducers’ Organisation. To the same number Mr. 
W. Scott Herriot contributes the third of a series 
of articles on cane sugar machinery.

* * *
Tanks have been erected at Cairns for storing 

molasses. They are capable of holding 80,000 tons 
(4,800,000 gallons), and the molasses is forced up 
into each tank through 12-jnch pipes leading into 
the bottom of the tank. The molasses, says the 
Australian Sugar Journal, will be fed into the tank 
steamers by means of a main, which, by a bypath, 
can also deliver the molasses direct.

* * *
Complaints having been received to the effect 

that letters marked for despatch by special steamers 
were not being so routed, The West India Committee 
recently took the matter up with the Postmaster- 
General, who has now informed them that all letters 
marked for conveyance by a particular ship are 
forwarded according to the marking unless the ship 
has sailed or, for some other similar reason, it is not 
practicable to follow the direction given.
x * * *

It is with great regret that the Circular learns 
that Mr. W^ter Hector Bagot, son of the late 
Mr. Walter Bagot, of Demerara, died at Cliff 
Cottage, Bournemouth, on January 21st. Mr. 
Bagot, who was only thirty years of age, served 
during the war with the 5th Norfolk Regiment in 
Egypt and Palestine, leaving the service with the 
rank of Acting-Major. Immediately before the 
war he was assistant Inspector of Schools in 
Grenada. * * *

The Australian Sugar Journal, quoting the Cairns 
Post, says that canes grown in the coast, Kilbos, 
Kibos, Kyamba, and Kabete districts in the Kenya
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Colony have shown big sugar contents. In the 
Kibos district, Striped Ribbon cane, aged nineteen 
months, was found by the Government Analytical 
Chemist to contain 18.071 per cent, of sugar, with 
a juice of 95 purity. Uba canes of twenty-eight 
months also had accumulated 17.42 per cent, of 
sugar with 89.3 purity juice.

* * *
The Association of West India Trans-Atlantic 

Steamship Lines announce that the British Lines 
belonging to the “ Conference ” propose to adopt 
the Hague Rules, 1921, which have already been 
approved in principle by The West India Com­
mittee. The revised Bill of Lading defining sea­
carriers’ responsibility under the rules for the loss 
or damage of goods entrusted to them, will not 
be ready by February 1st, and the effective date 
for its introduction has still to be arranged.

* * *
Mr. F. A. Mitchell-Hedges, the big-game fisher­

man, is so enthusiastic over the success of his sport 
in the Black River, Jamaica, where he has caught 
fish weighing 120 and 139 lbs., and one enormous 
red snapper, that he has taken a house in the island, 
and has cancelled his engagements in Panama and 
England. Mr. Mitchell-Hedges believes that 
Jamaica may prove to be one of the great big-game 
fish centres of the world, and hopes to obtain there 
photographs of sea cows of prodigious size.

* * *
Sir James Michelli unveiled on January 20th 

at the London School of Tropical Medicine, a por­
trait of Sir Patrick Manson, painted by Mr. E. 
Webster, which was subscribed to by a large num- 
her of past and present students and other friends 
at home and abroad. In recognition of Sir P. 
Manson s services as a clinician, money has als<i 
been subscribed for a medal, which will be awarded 
annually to those who distinguish themselves in

The ?edal Wil1 bear a P°rtrait of 
Sit Patrick Manson, by Mr. John Pinches.

* *
„AHT-Rigbi R?v- Edward Hutson, D.D., Bishop 
of Antigua, has been elected Archbishop of the West 
Indies m succession to Dr. Pany. Dr. Hutson who 
Bfnd1evpup11 at Cojlnngton College under Canon 
Bindley, was ordained in 1896, being an 
pointed curate of All Saints’, Antigua, in that vefr 
He was Rector of St. Paul’s, St. Croix 1“m ! 903 
until 1910 and Canon of St. John’s ’ Cathedral 
Antigua from 1906-10. His Grace visited this 
country two years ago for the Lambeth Conference 
KhC MT '^htahop’s brother is Sir Eyre Hutson ’ 
K.C.M.G., Governor of British Honduras.

* * *
pi* that we learn that Mr. G H
Pairaudeau died at his residence q * 
Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight,
WnTTa' Mr' Pairaudeau entered ^he Public 
io??8 ^pa^ent of British Guiana in November 
1879, and retired as chief clerk in 1914 In 1894 
he was secretary to the Commission on the 
of Government properties. He was a ™ k Of The West In VcommittX™^ 

a regular reader of the Cikculab. He leaved« 
widow who was Miss Doris Turrill, and thX ¿11 
dren, besides many friends to mourn his loss.

A correspondent asks whether any reader can 
give him the name of the writer of the following 
doggerel, which he. remembers having heard sung 
under the gallery of Beckwith’s Hotel in Barbados 
in the ’seventies :—
“ Mawnin Mistah Crosby ! How you is dis mawnin ?

I come to make complaint about dem dam Bah- 
badian.

Ah dem cheeky Badian, dey nasty wutless nation, 
Mistah Brummel take em six by six an’ ladge em 

in de station.”
“Crosby” was a famous Immigration AgenLGeneral 
whose patronymic has been given to his successors 
ever since he departed. “ Mistah Brummel ” we 
know not.

The condition of the Naval and Military Ceme 
tery at Needham’s Point, Barbados, is the sub 
ject of a letter appearing in “ Notes and Queries ” 
of January 14th. It will be recalled that the Civic 
Circle of the Lyceum Club, of which Lady Carte

President, and Mrs. R. Browne, Hon. Secretary, 
kindly undertook to put the cemetery, which wa< 
m a shocking state, in order. A 'complete list 
of interments in the cemetery’, the latest of which 
took place as recently as 1914, is now published 
by our contemporary. Included in the list is the 
nuQOlianieS Sims’ Naval Schoolmaster on

Bacchante,” who died in 1880, and
Notes and Queries ” publishes a further letter 

m its issue of January 21st, recallinm its issue of January 21st, recalling that Prince 
George (now King George V.) : “Happening to 
have that watch, marched as the midshipman in 
charge of the funeral party of bluejackets and 
marines under the first-lieutenant.”

have that watch, marched

The provision of roofing material for buildings 
in the tropics is often a matter of difi5culty. Cor 

lrOn ISJar8eiy employed, but it is fre 
quently very costly, and, moreover, tends to make 
in Africa“? ynbearably hot- several countries 
k ij 1 * ^aS been suggested that, roofing tiles 

should be made locally, and search has been8made 
for suitable materials. Specimens of clay and 
sand collected in Uganda, and of clay and dia 
tomite from Kenya Colony, have recently been 
examined at the Imperial Institute in order to 
ascertain their possibilities in this direction and 
the results of the investigation are given in the cur 
rent number of the Bulletin of theF Im-ri“ Inst, 
tute. It is shown that good tiles can be made 

& S/SiT 

soft through when you
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE. BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.
Princess Mary’s Wedding Gift.

The Executive of The West India Committee, 
having decided to offer a wedding gift to Princess 
Mary on the occasion of her marriage to Viscount 
Lascelles, the son of their President, felt that the 
members of the Committee would also wish to asso­
ciate themselves with the presentation. An invi­
tation to contribute was accordingly circulated, and 
a list of those who have responded to it will be pub­
lished in next issue.

New Members Elected.

A Year’s Figures.
The Board of Trade Returns for December last 

show that our total imports of sugar for the year 
1921 amounted to 1,279,514 tons, of which 468,343 
tons were entered under the heading of 66 refined,” 
and 811,170 tons under that of “unrefined.” This 
compares with a total import of 1,371,355 tons in 
1920, consisting of 119,812 tons of “ refined ”
and 1,251,543 tons of “ unrefined.” 
refined sugar imports, 244,574 tons

Of the
came

At a meeting of the Executive on January 29th, 
the eighteen candidates whose names are given 
below were admitted to membership of The West
India Committee :— 

Names.
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas, 

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
(British Guiana).

Mr. D. J. Derrell
(St. Lucia).

Professor F. Hardy 
(Barbados).

Andrew Barclay, Sons & 
Co., Ltd. (Country).

Mr. W. C. Andrew
(St. Lucia).

Mr. James Sanderson 
(Barbados).

Mr. Alexander Fitzpatrick 
(Barbados).

Major C. F. S. Maclaverty, 
D.S.O. (Jamaica).

Mr. George D. Henriques, 
J.P. (Jamaica).

Messrs. Mackenzie, Stewart 
& Co. (Manchester), Ltd. 
(Country).

Mr. F. J. Foster 
(London).

Mr. Arthur H. Rowland 
(Canada).

Major Edmund R. Branch, 
M.D. (St. Kitts).

Dr. R. A. Hoyte, M.B.. 
Ch.B. (St. Lucia).

Lt.-Col. G. L. Hinds
Howell, C.M.G. (London)

Mr. F. N. Phipps 
(London).

Mr. George S. Best 
(Cameroons).

Messrs. Smith & Earle 
(London).

Proposers and Seconders.

C Mr. W. M. B. Shields.

/ Dr. C. J. Gomes.

/ Mr. C. Jongue.
( Mr. W. C. Clauzel.
r Mr. H. H. Hart.
) Mr. A. E. Cöllens, F.I.C.,
( F.C.S.
/ Mr. E. A. de Pass. 
(Mr. R. Rutherford. 
J Mr. W. C. Clauzel. 
I Mr. Claude Jongue. 
( Mr. W. R. Shilstone. 
( Mr. J. D. Murray. 
J Mr. W. R. Shilstone. 

I Mr. A. A. Evelyn. 
, Lt.-Col. O. H. Ê.
) Marescaux.
? Mr. Lionel De Mercado.
/ Major S. S. Stedman. 

J. Mr. E. A. de Pass.

) Mr. A. F. Hammond.
/ Mr. H. J. Freeman.
J Mr. W. Duncan Thompson 
♦ Mr. H. J. Freeman.
J Mr. R. E. Calder.
1 Mr. J. Brookfield. 
f Mr. E. J. Shelford. 
I Mr. G. H. Yearwood.

{Mr. Archibald J. Brooks. 
Lt.-Col. R. Deane, O.B.E.

i Mr. R. Rutherford.
I Mr. Cyril Gurney.
( Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons 
) & Co.
(, Mr. H. J. Freeman.
J Mr. F. Williams.

Mr. F. Evans.
x Messrs. C. Tennant, Sons 
5 & Co.

( Mr. H. J. Freeman.

last year from Europe, as against only 
3,758 tons in 1920. Holland last year sup­
plied 91,032 tons, Belgium 42,978 tons, and “other 
countries in Europe”—presumably Poland and 
Czecho-Slovakia—107,371 tons. France contributed 
3,052 tons, and Austria 138 tons, a small item of 
one ton being attributed to Germany. No less than 
171,816 tons came from the United States. Of the 
unrefined sugars, 256,798 tons came from Cuba, 
184,748 tons from Mauritius, 111,732 tons from 
British Guiana and the British West Indies, 79,963 
tons from Brazil, 73,385 tons from Peru, and 
13,953 tons came from Europe. The total 
consumption for the year was 1,388,926 tons, as 
against 1,106,003 tons in 1920 and 1,731,129 tons 
in 1913. This is slightly below the estimate, owing 
to the December consumption not keeping up to 
that of the immediately preceding months, in spite 
of the lower retail price of sugar, the consump-
tion in October having been 113,961 tons, in 

DecemberNovember 125,945

Membership of The West India Committee is, by the 
Royal Charter of Incorporation, confined to British subjects. 
Any members of The West India Committee may propose or 
second candidates for election. There is at present no en­
trance fee. The minimum subscription is £1 1»., or $5 
per annum, and the compounding subscription for life 
membership for individuals is £10 10s. ($50.40).

and intons, 
The__ __ ?__ _ quantity of sugar

provided by the home refineries during the 
year was 787,572 tons, as against 785,140 tons in 
1920 and 715,660 tons in 1913. The stocks on hand 
on the 31st December, 1921, were only 166,050 
tons, as against 389,350 tons at the same date 
of 1920.

The year’s imports of cacao amounted to 
1,214,832 cwt., as against 2,001,304 cwt. in 1920. 
154,409 cwt. came from the British West Indies, 
comparing with 245,965 cwt. in 1920. The consump­
tion was 917,279 cwt., rather less than the 1,013,024 
cwt. of 1920, but still much higher than the 543,227 
cwt. consumption of 1913. Exports amounted to 
566,199 cwt., comparing with 874,737 cwt. in 1920 
and 135,560 cwt. in 1913. Stocks on hand on the 
31st December were 680,000 cwt., as against 967,500

only 106,785 tons.

cwt. on 31st December, 1920.
Rum.—The imports for the year amounted to 

4 324,340 proof gallons, as against 3,882,400 gal­
lons in 1920. The 1921 consumption was 2,036,532 
gallons, as against 3,132,207 gallons in 1920 and 
3 331,007 gallons in 1913. The stocks on hand on 
the 31st of December were 12,035,000 gallons, as 
against 10,883,000 gallons at the same date m 1920.

Coffee.—The year’s imports of coffee amounted 
to 566,728 cwt., as against 740,827 cwt. m 1920. 
The consumption was 306,819 cwt., comparing with 
806,413 cwt. in 1920 and 260,296 cwt. in 1913. Of 
the imports, 5,830 cwt. came from the British West 
Indies,P as against 6,734 cwt. in 1920. The »^ck8 
on hand on the 31st of December were 330,000 cwt., 
a« against 633,000 cwt. on the same date 1920.
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SUGAR SITUATION IN HAWAII.

The following article is abridged from one ap­
pearing in the “ Sugar Central and Planters’ News 
of the Philippines.” It gives an interesting account 
of the condition of the Hawaiian sugar industry, 
which, in spite of free entry of its sugar into the 
United States, would appear to be suffering from a 
serious crisis.

Hawaii is experiencing the most trying crisis of 
her sugar producing career. A careful analysis of 
the many influences affecting her present-day con­
dition reveals six causes to which the situation can 
be attributed, namely :—

(1) The bonus system.
(2) The losses incurred by the Crockett (Cali­

fornia) Refinery in 1920.
(3) Last year’s strike of plantation labour on 

the Island of Oahu.
(4) The apathy of field and factory labour.
(5) The shortage of labour.
(6) The effect of welfare work on the planta­

tions.
66 (1) Had the unprecedented rise in sugar prices 

from 1918 to late 1920 been foreseen there can be 
no doubt that a bonus system based on the selling 
price of sugar would never have been instituted. 
Who would have predicted twenty-cent sugar in 
1920 ? He who would have ventured such a flight 
of fancy would have been consigned to the home for 
feeble-minded, for, surely, no basis existed, or gave 
promise to become existent, for the assumption that 
sugar prices would even approach ten cents per 
pound. The bonus system is based on a fixed per­
centage payment on wages for every dollar per ton 
which sugar brings over a fixed figure. Only a 
part of the bonus is paid each month, final settle­
ment being made annually, and there are certain 
restrictions placed upon the labour in that it must 
work a definite number of days per month and re­
main on the plantation for the bonus year, but the 
evils of a liberal bonus, out of all proportion to 
services rendered, can easily be appreciated.
e “ When sugar prices indulged in its fling at 

meteoncs —as one sugar man aptly put it_all 
sense of proportion was lost, not only by the pro­
ducer, but by the wage-earner. Liberality on the 
part of the producer was the order of the day, two 
dofiars were spent when one should have sufficed 
and a new standard of living became the rule with

Y^?er‘ Silk shirted and automobiled, he 
hailed the new condition as the arrival of the mil­
lennium. While doubtless a greater proportion of 
earnings were spent for food and necessities than 

e’ it was the indulgence in things basically 
unnecessary formerly out of the reach of the 

wk!.ch set UP a new and disastrous stan­
dard of existence, .to recede from which, in the light 
of conditions now fairly normal, is proving to be 
no easy task. The worker was awakened from his 
dream with a ‘ thump.’ Small wonder thaTthe 
SfuT'iolts So ^1*° exPerience some 
pamtul jolts. So large were bonus payments that 
the thrifty labourers, particularly the Japanese 
were able to set aside sufficient from their^ earn­

ings ’ to enable them to leave Hawaii for home 
when it became apparent that bonuses were to re­
cede to normal figures, and many Filipinos departed 
for California to seek their ‘ fortunes.’

ÍÉ (2) The local Planters’ Association, or more 
properly the Association of Plantations, are owners 
of the California and Hawaiian Sugar Refinery at 
Crockett, which is recognised as one of the largest 
and most modern in the world. Hawaiian sugars 
have, until recently, been purchased by the refinery 
in identically the same manner as any independen1 
refinery purchases its raw stocks—in the open mar­
ket and at current prices. During 1920 the refinery 
purchased Hawaiian raws on an advancing market, 
but when ready to unload the bulk of them as re­
fined the collapse in prices had come. In addition 
certain purchases were made of Javans and, while 
it is evident from available information that no 
direct loss was had in this venture in outside sugars, 
quite naturally, because of the importations of these 
sugars, a loss was felt later in disposing of refined 
Hawaiians which might have been disposed of 
sooner were not these Javans placed upon the mar­
ket. The loss amounted to about 12,000,000 
dollars, to offset which the interested plantations 
had to pay this amount on a production assess­
ment of about 20.00 dollars per ton.

“ Under the reorganisation scheme, which has 
just been effected, Crockett will henceforth refine 
sugar on a toll basis, paying only a part of the 
cost of rawrs upon receipt at the refinery; the 
balance to be adjusted later. This protects the 
refinery against speculation and enables the plan­
tations to meet current refinery liabilities as they 
arise and not be again subjected to ruinous de­
mands for monetary assistance at a time of a sugar 
market crisis. There are those who feel that the 
capacity of the Crockett refinery is too large- 
larger than the immediate needs' of the Western 
States. Western beet sugar is still a worthy com­
petitor of refined cane sugar, and possibly much 
Hawaiian raws will go to the East Coast for .orne 
years. The enlargement of the refinery, under­
taken at a time of high labour and material costs, 
may prove to be very unfortunate.

(3) For reasons which are not easy to ascertain 
because of conflicting opinions—the Japanese 

pourers on the Island of Oahu, on which is 
Jí^lulu, ^truck for hi^er wages in early 

°’ ?her^ ar€ those wh« hold to the belief that 
the real motive of the strike was an effort to place 
the industry m the hands of the Japanese. While 
the movement was said to have the active sun-

th I ffi uddhist cult in Hawaii, it cannot £ 

t pan ad anything to do with
t. While threats were made upon those who dil 

not support the strike, for example, that their 
names would be reported to the Mother Country 
Íhre4UCh ats m'«ht taken later, these
threats emanated from strike headquarters and 
surely had no official status. Japanese from al 
oyer the temtory aided their striking breThren 
on Oahu, and for a time the results from the strike 
had a serious outlook. Acts of violence occurred 
but no serious wanton acts of destruction of pro­
perty were noted. Harvesting was, of course
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delayed, and agricultural operations were ham­
pered, with the result that not only was cropping 
delayed, but this year’s crops were adversely 
affected. The participation of the Filipinos in 
the strike was short-lived, chiefly because of the 
lack of organisation, but it is obvious that they 
did not have at heart any just grievance against 
the planters, and were easily induced to return to 
their duties.

“ There are those who hold to the opinion that 
there was no concerted effort to Japanise Hawaii 
in the calling of the strike, but like the strike of 
eleven years ago, it was merely a manifestation 
of the desire to obtain in wages all that the traffic 
would bear. The Japanese saw that the bonus 
rate was soon to be reduced in keeping with the 
declining sugar market, and hoped to gain their 
ends by paralysing activities at a time when 
Hawaii was at the height of her post-war pros­
perity. That they failed is cause for congratu­
lation, but that the influence of the strike was 
far-reaching and disastrous for the Territory can­
not be gainsaid. Another 12,000,000 dollars was 
lost directly and indirectly through this strike.

“ (4) There is a sinister influence at work among 
the labourers to-day. Whether it is due to the 
prosperity of the immediate past, or whether it 
is the direct result of the loss of the strike of 
1920, or whether the movement ‘to lay down on 
the job ’ has the Japanese labour organisation be­
hind it, it is difficult to determine. It appears 
to us that to-day’s condition is due chiefly to the 
effect of reduced income—both actual and pros­
pective—and will continue until final readjustment 
is had. The foregoing of those pleasures and 
luxuries which were obtainable by the labourer 
as a result of swollen incomes cannot be had with­
out economic disturbances, and Hawaii should be 
thankful for the fact that instead of acts of wan­
tonness accompanying her readjustment of condi­
tions only a passive protest or silent strike is being 
carried on.

“ Agitation for another strike was at one time 
very pronounced among leaders of Japanese labour 
but the planters have handled the situation so 
energet’cally that the influence of the agitators 
seems to be waning.

(To be concluded.)

Sir Frederick Lugard, P.C., G.C.M.G., C.B., 
D.S.O., has been appointed a director of the 
Co’onial Bank. -------------

In the Californian ricefield great damage is done 
by wild ducks. With the view of scaring away 
the birds, an aeroplane patrol was instituted over 
the ricefields in 1919. The system has proved so 
successful, says California Fish and Game, that 
five aeroplanes are now in operation, working day 
and night. But, while the rice farmers are de­
lighted with the system, the American Game Pro­
tection Association is greatly perturbed by reason 
of the number of birds killed by striking the pro­
pellers and guv ropes, and has asked that the per­
mits for the use of aeroplanes for this purpose be 

withdrawn.

SUGAR CONSUMPTION.

Quite a minor stir has been created, says the 
Australian Sugar Journal, as a consequence of the 
reported statement by the managing director of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, that the con­
sumption of sugar has fallen off. This has been 
seized upon as a text to illustrate the iniquity of the 
Commonwealth Government. Many anonymous 
writers in the newspapers are discovering that the 
reduced consumption is due to the high price of 
sugar, as a. consequence of the Government’s policy 
towards the great Queensland industry. The fact 
that consumption has fallen off all over the world, 
whether it be consumption of clothes, sugar, meat, 
or the labour of human beings, does not appear to 
strike these critics as being a remarkable coinci­
dence. They see in lowered consumption in 
Australia the result of high-priced sugar. They 
see in the United States, where consumption of 
sugar has fallen off relatively by a far greater per­
centage, the result, one must suppose, of low- 
priced sugar—that sugar which they have been 
clamouring should be brought into Australia, duty 
free. Curiously enough, the same authority which 
stated that Australian consumption had fallen off 
also tells us that consumption in New Zealand has 
done the same thing. Yet, it will be recalled that 
during many months of controversy, New Zealand, 
being a Free Trade country, was quoted as sup­
plying its people with the cheapest sugar in the 
world. There is reduced consumption all over the 
world—in Great Britain, on the Continent, and in 
the United States. The reduction has been largely 
brought about by the reduced capacity of the com­
munity to buy those goods in the manufacture of 
which sugar is an important ingredient.. During 
the war people had to go without sugar, jam, bis­
cuits, confectionery and so forth, or they were 
rationed down to a very limited supply. Even in 
Australia we were able only to buy sugar in very 
small quantities—21bs. or 31bs. at a time and per 
week. The result was that the householder per­
force became economical in the matter of sugar, 
and he acquired the habit of doing without, of 
which, so far at least, he has not broken himself, 
even if he wishes to do so. Australia still con­
sumes far more sugar per head of the population 
than any other country, and that fact alone should 
give the Cassandras, who are unable to see further 
than their own immediate surroundings, pause.

Mr Robert Anderson, of Montreal, has received 
a letter from the Hon. W. S. Fielding, formerly 
Finance Minister and now Minister of Justice m the 
Dominion of Canada, in which he states that the 
change of Government should not m any way affect 
the question of West Indian trade. Mr. Fielding 
qdds • “I certainly am not less anxious than my 
predecessors to cultivate the best trade relations 
with the West Indies.” This assurance was really 
hardly needed, for Mr. Fielding was, as has been 
shown in the Circular, one of the first to take up 
the question of closer trade between the West 
Indies and Canada.
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CACAO IN ECUADOR.

The United States Department of Commerce is 
in receipt of an interesting report from the 
American consul-general at Guayaquil regarding 
cacao growing in Ecuador, for which we are in­
debted to The Tea and Coffee Trades Journal.

“ Cacao,” it states, “ is planted on the lower 
lands not exceeding 1,000 feet above sea level, and 
requires a very rich yellow loam, with a depth of 
20 to 25 feet. For this reason, all cacao groves 
are established on the banks of rivers or near them, 
as such land is formed by the deposit of silt. Should 
the roots of cacao trees reach a sandy or poor soil, 
both the quality and production diminish. They 
require an immense quantity of moisture, without 
which the harvest will be decreased by 50 per cent., 
while an excess of moisture with constant rains 
and absence of light and heat of the sun are the 
conditions that produce diseases of the plant. Dur­
ing a proper season the rainfall will average about 
75 inches.

<c A cacao plantation is established by clearing 
the ground of trees and underbush, leaving, how­
ever, very large shade trees every 25 yards. The 
beans are planted direct from the pod in beds or 
boxes, remaining there until attaining a height of 
three to six inches, when they are transplanted to 
the groves in which they are to remain. Usually 
each plant is permitted to develop two to four 
stems.

“ The small trees are planted 15 to 30 feet apart 
each way, and, as they require shade from the 
rays of the sun, banana plants are placed between 
the rows, which perform the double function of 
shading the tender plants and producing a profit­
able side crop. It begins to flower in the second 
or third year, but does not produce fruit in quan­
tity until the fourth year, reaching its full bearing 
capacity, depending upon soil, climate and class 
in six to ten years.

“ An average crop is one pound of cured beans 
a tree, although some trees produce five to six 
pounds, and an occasional tree even 12 pounds. In 
the past little attention has been paid to the care 
of cacao trees after planting, other than keeping 
suckers down, and as a result they become diseased 
and produce very small crops. Since the arrival 
of an American expert in cacao growing, a large 
number of cacao groves has been greatly improved 
through pruning, which permits the sun’s rays to 
reach the inner parts of the tree, and in some in­
stances the ground beneath is cultivated. The 
result has been more than satisfactory. It is not 
known for a certainty the length of the bearing age 
of the cacao tree, but there are some in Ecuador 
that are known to have borne fruit for more than

^arS’ and a,e 111 good bearing condition.
1 he exported Ecuador cacao is recognised as 

being of these four grades :
“Arriba which is regularly gathered from March 

to July, when the cacao attains its finest quality 
the groves of which are to be found on the head 
waters of the Guavas River system. Balao, which 

is found toward the lower end of the Guayas River 
system, which is gathered from May to October. 
It is much inferior to Arriba, but as a rule much 
heavier crops are produced per tree. Mach al a, near 
the city of that name, which is usually gathered 
during August, is deemed somewhat inferior to the 
other classes. Bahia de Caraquez is exported from 
the ports of the province of Manavi, the grade 
varying considerably between good Arriba and 
Balao or Machala.

“ While there are definite periods for gathering 
these crops, more or less cacao is gathered in all 
the districts throughout the year. There are a 
number of insects that seriously injure the pod and 
sometimes produce a failure of the crop. Also in 
some seasons a hairy caterpillar appears in myriads, 
sometimes destroying them. In sections more 
elevated above sea level, at times the temperature 
lowers considerably, producing what is called a 
6 helada,’ which permits a pest to destroy the pod 
and the beans within them. The Ecuador groves 
have suffered to a large extent by this pest. The 
pest has been confused with the ordinary one found 
in other countries, but after a careful study of it 
Dr. Rorer believes it due to a new species of micro­
scopic vegetable growth.”

CACAO IN UNITED KINGDOM.
Particulars regarding the importation of cacao 

into the United Kingdom during the years 1921, 
1920 and 1913 respectively are given below :—

Imports from 1921. 1920. |Q1 ?
Ecuador Owts. 17.639 149 931 79.671
Brazil „ 5,192 12.431 115.149
British West Africa ... ,, 965,587 1,469.450 181.470
Ceylon 15.963 26.917 45.099
British West Indies ... 154,409 245 965 143.157
Other Countries „ 55,242 156,607 135 093

Total „ 1,214,332 2,061.304 699,639

Entered for Home Con­
sumption ... „ 917.279 1.031.024 543.227
Exports of cacao from the United Kingdom for

the same years were as follows
Exports to 1921. 1920. 1913.

Russia Cwts. — 1,794 16 827
Netherlands ... „ 168.154 236.858 19.692
Belgium 21.568 10 024 13 871
United States of America ,, 75’771 116 897 19 190
Other Countries „ 300,706 479J64 65.980

Total „ 566,199 874.737 135.560
Stocks, 31st December ... „ 680,000 967,000 198,000

„According to a Reuter’s telegram, the Associated 
est Indian Chambers of Commerce have passed a 

resolution in which the opinion is expressed that it 
is impossible for the West Indies to contribute to 
subsidies fora transatlantic mail service at the pre­
sent tune. This will be a disappointment to traders 

’7’ many of whom do not Hke de- 
eomnanv for eommuni- cat.on with the British West Indies. The Cham­

bers unanimously voted in favour of the establish- 
it musibp^^^^Kteamer service in 1920. but 

S’nce then eireumst^ees 
have changed, and the finances of several of the 
colonies are no longer in a satisfactory state.



February 2, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 53

THE EMPIRE EXHIBITION. RAT DESTRUCTION.
Following the cutting of the first turf of the 

British Empire Exhibition, at Wembley Park, on 
January 10th, the Royal Colonial Institute gave a 
luncheon, on January 18th, at the King Edward 
VII. Rooms, Northumberland Avenue, to Major 
Belcher, who left England two days later on a tour 
through the Dominions, with the object of dis­
cussing with the various Governments the arrange­
ments for their representation. Sir Godfrey 
Lagden, Chairman of the Council of the Institute, 
presided, and the speeches were commendably 
brief. Major Belcher referred to the great interest 
that the King and Prince of Wales were taking in 
the exhibition, which was emphasised by a com­
mand which he had received to visit Sandringham 
and to report to His Majesty the progress of the 
undertaking. He then explained that the principal 
purpose of the mission was to give the fullest in­
formation to each Dominion Government of the 
purposes of the Executive Council, and to discuss 
with them the means whereby, particularly in 
certain sections, united action was desirable. He 
referred specially to the sections dealing with 
tropical diseases, Imperial fisheries, and mineral 
resources. The two former, especially, were 
matters of scientific and commercial research, and 
he was sure that they would agree that wise ex­
penditure in this direction might be most fruitful 
in result for the administrator, the settler, the 
manufacturer, and the merchant.

The total guarantee fund for the exhibition has 
now been subscribed, and work at Wembley is 
actively proceeding. Probably, however, the 
exhibition will be held in 1924 instead of next year, 
as was at first contemplated. It is to be regretted 
that it will not be possible for Major Belcher to 
include the West Indies in his tour, but the 
managers are taking steps to acquaint those 
Colonies with the steps which it will be necessary 
for them to adopt to secure adequate representa­
tion. It is hoped that it may be possible to erect 
a special British West Indies pavilion.

DIAMONDS IN BRITISH GUIANA.
The following figures show the progress of the 

diamond industry of British Guiana since its in-
ception :

1901-02
1902-03
1903-04
1904-05
1905-06
1906-07
1907-08
1908-09
1909-10
1910-11

in 1901
Number.

91,206 
163,680 
164,315 
175,400
65,752
65,903 
29,007
63,161
85,537
26,467

Weight 
(Carat« ) 

8,227 
10,447 
10,742 
10,619
4,097 
4,661 
2,122 
5,618 
7,181 
3,035

1911-12
1912-13
1913-14
1914-15
1915*
19161
1917
1918
1919
1920

Number

78,683
62,624
93,752

100,522
19,461
93,782

102,957
77,819
84,466

234,456

Weight 
(Carats.) 

7,648 
6,099 

11,119 
13,716 
3,678 

16,409 
17,908 
14,196 
16,706 
39,362

•April to March.
ICalendar year from 1916 and onwards

The «noris from January 1st to November 80th,

1921. weighed 80,651 carats, and included stones

weighing 17| carats, 18| 
carats. The journey to

carats, 21 carats, ana 
the diamond fields takes

from 14 to 21 days from Georgetown.

The best method of destroying rats is by chemi­
cal means. This entails a certain amount of risk 
in private houses and food warehouses, unless the 
work is carefully supervised and carried out. In 
a paper entitled “ National Research on Rat 
Destruction,” read before the Royal Sanitary In­
stitution, and for a resume of which we are indebted 
to the Confectionery Journal, Mr. C. L. Claremont 
said that the importance of the subject could 
not be gainsaid. The material damage caused 
by rats in the United Kingdom was estimated 
to be £2,000,000 in 1909, and in India the 
total losses, including those due to plague, 
were evaluated at £828,000,000 over a period 
of twenty years. A rat population of 10,000,000 
pairs would number over 41,000,000 pairs at 
the end of twelve months, allowing for death 
and other wastage, and the cost of mainten­
ance, at a farthing per day per rat, would be over 
£9,000,000 per annum. Further, the rat is a 
notorious carrier of disease; through the parasites 
which it harbours it gives rise to plague, trichino­
sis, rat-bite fever, and spiro-chaetal jaundice, and 
the dissemination of other diseases has also been 
attributed to it. For some years the Vermin 
Repression Society carried on vigorous propaganda, 
but it was not until war conditions rendered the 
problem even more pressing that the Government 
took action, which resulted in the formation of a 
Rats Branch of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and the passing of the Rat and Mouse 
Destruction Act of 1919. In the following year a 
research laboratory was established, together with 
a small factory for supplying raticides for use on 
Government premises. The work of the labora­
tory, which has only recently been started, has 
been the chemical examination of proprietary and 
other rat poisons, and the investigation of materials 
believed to contain such poisons, experiments on 
live rats being undertaken when necessary.

Of the methods in use for destroying rats, hunt­
ing and trapping are obviously of limited applica­
tion. The virus method—i.e., infecting with 
disease—is uncertain. The susceptibility of rats 
varies, sub-lethal doses tend to immunise them, 
and the virus, by its passage through the rat, may 
become more virulent, and therefore more danger­
ous to human beings. Poisoning is undoubtedly 
the best method, and “gassing” is one of the most 
effective, for it kills the females and their young m 
the nests. Hydrocyanic acid, and carbon bisulphide 
are very deadly, but as the former is colourless its 
use is dangerous even to skilled operators, and the 
latter is very inflammable. Chlorine and phosgene 
are somewhat dangerous for general use, and have 
to be stored compressed in cylinders, which are 
difficult to transport. Sulphur dioxide is best; it 
is easily handled as liquid, can be prepared on the 
spot by burning sulphur, and is not too dangerous, 
as its odour will warn the operator when the con­
centration is becoming too high. A mixture of 
sulphur dioxide and sulphur trioxide is stated to be 
more toxic, and to kill not only the rat, but also 

its parasites.
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Of the solid poisons, phosphorus, arsenic, and 
strychnine must be ruled out as too dangerous. 
The desiderata of a good rat poison are : Relative 
harmlessness to domesticated animals; cheapness 
and availability; effectiveness; absence of a repel­
lent taste; it must be easy and clean to handle and 
readily incorporated in the bait; and it should be 
stable. There are not many poisons which satisfy 
all these conditions, but those which most nearly 
do so are barium carbonate and red squill (S cilia 
maritimd). Barium carbonate is rather more toxic 
to other animals than is desirable, and the disad 
vantages of squill are that the bulbs irritate the 
hands (thick leather gloves should be used); the 
preparations do not keep well (a defect which will 
probably soon be overcome), and the supply in this 
country has been irregular. Although the lethal 
doses of barium carbonate for many domesticated 
animals are known, the information concerning 
squill is very scanty, but, assuming the figure? 
given by Abderhalden to be correct, it is probable 
that 10.66 grains would kill a rat weighing 0.5 lb., 
and 77 grains of the bulb would kill a dog of 10 lbs.

Successful poisoning naturally depends upon the 
nature and size of the bait employed. Experi­
ments have shown that baits should weigh from 
30 to 60 grains, and contain the following per­
centages of toxic agent : Barium carbonate, 25 per 
cent., or 7| grains in 30 grains of bait; squill bulb, 
20 per cent., or 10 grains in 50 grains of bait; 
squiU powder, 20 per cent., or 5 grains in 25 grains 
of bait; arsenic, 5 per cent., or 1 grain in 20 grains 
o. bait. The bait should be ready for use and easy 
to handle, operations such as spreading on bread 
etc., being undesirable. It should be capable of 
being applied without excessive handling, and in 
such a form that the amount required can easily

A S°’ the bait should be attrac­
ts6 m k fresbly Prepared, and each toxic agent 
Snd I^111 a of baits, so that i/one 

md is not eaten another can be employed. The 
est general vehicle is a mixture of oatmeal and 

nht *n °f a hard Paste, variety being
obtained by the use of fish or cheese; or the poison 
can be mixed with flour and made into small bis­
cuits with the various additions. Formice coarse 
powders similar to the paste for rats, but with 
much less fat, are recommended. Three kinds are 
made—viz., plain, cheese, and fish. Squill pre­
parations are prepared in a similar way, either 
chopped bulb or powder being used; biscuits mid 
cake with cheese are the most useful forms. Only 
one squill paste is made, but, being uncooked it 
is only suitable for immediate use. Squill is also 
prepared -in the form of liquid extract. Baits con- 
tammg no fish or cheese, and therefore without 
odour, should be slightly flavoured with aniseed.

nCgr° barber’S sh°P door in Canada, 
thereon’ saw this "°ti«e
rnereon . lee th extracted.

With pain, is.
Without pain, is. 6d.

nfT«e 1^’ he'afcertamed, meant the application 
f a little cocaine—the former without.—The

Morning Post.

THE TREATMENT OF LEPROSY.

Chaulmoogra Oil Derivatives.
During the past ten years different workers in dif­

ferent quarters of the globe have developed the 
technique of the treatment of leprosy by derivatives 
of chaulmoogra oil, and although it is too early to 
claim that the disease can be permanently cured, 
yet there appears to be every possibility that these 
drugs will afford a true specific cure for leprosy. 
This, says the British Medical Journal of November 
19th, would mark a very important advance in spe­
cific therapeutics, for until now all the triumphs of 
chemiotherapy have been over protozoal diseases, 
and leprosy will be the first disease of bacterial 
origin to be cured by a specific internal disinfectant.

Says the Journal : Chaulmoogra oil has been used 
in the treatment of leprosy for more than thirty 
years. It was formerly believed to be derived from 
the seeds of Gynocardia odorata; the true origin of 
the oil was discovered in 1901 by Sir David Prain, 
who showed that it came from the seeds of Tarax- 
togenos kurzii, a tree which grows in Assam and 
Burma. Chaulmoogra oil is an evil-smelling and 
intensely irritant oil, which rapidly produces gastric 
disturbance if given by the mouth. For fifteen years 
it was given in intramuscular injections by Dr. 
Hopkins in Louisiana and by Dr. Heiser in the 
Philippines, but the injections were very painful, 
and although they undoubtedly produced benefit, 
yet the patients usually discontinued treatment as 
soon as their symptoms were at all alleviated.

Chaulmoogra oil contains two fatty acids, chaul 
moogric and hydnocarpic acid. Hydnocarpic acid 
was formerly termed gynocardic acid; these acids 
have been recently isolated by Dean and Wrenshall,* 
who have assigned to them the following formula : 
Chaulmoogric acid, C18H32O2. Hydnocarpic acid, CieH

CH CH

H2C C.(CH2)i2. COOH C/CIEmo. COOH

H2C-CH. HsC—CHs
If these formulae are correct, the acids are unique 
for no other fatty acids with similar five carbon rings 
are known. 6

Progress made in the treatment of leprosy 
has been due chiefly to the substitution of non-irri- 
tant derivatives of these acids for the irritant chauL 
moogra oil Sir Leonard Rogers,! working in 
India, used the sodium salts of chaulmoogric gand 

ydnocarpic acids. The preparations he had at his 
f°r repeated subcutaneous 

or intramuscular injections, but could be given 
intravenously He used a dose of 0.2 c.cm/of a 

per cent, solution twice a week intravenouslv the 
^creased to 5 c^cm once a 

week. This treatment he found produced a Xat

^4ion o?SenU. ^He^Xnd^11 f 

treatment for a year to avoid^p“ s ^ThVS 
obtained m many instances were extremely striking 
In sonte e«s «1 le|1K),v ^twenty yea^

For Footnotes see foot of next columm
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the treatment removed all clinical signs of disease. 
Microscopic examination of the leprosy nodules 
showed that the treatment produced a rapid des­
truction and disintegration of the bacilli in the 
nodules.

Rogers also tried the effects of other unsaturated 
fatty acids, and found that sodium morrhuate, the 
sodium salt of the unsaturated fatty acids of cod­
liver oil, produced even better results than sodium 
hydnocarpate. In one series of 51 cases treatment 
with hydnocarpate caused marked improvement in, 
and rendered bacteriologically sterile, 41 per cent, 
of the eases, and a further 39 per cent, were im­
proved. The Mission for Lepers in India treated 
183 cases with sodium hydnocarpate and 117 cases 
with sodium morrhuate; the treatment was not 
concluded at the time of the report , but marked im­
provement had been produced in 70 per cent, of the 
cases. The results of Rogers with sodium morrhuate 
have not yet been confirmed by workers outside 
India.

DeanJ in Honolulu treated leprosy with the mixed 
ethyl esters of the acids of chaulmoogra oil, to 
which 2 per cent, of iodine was added. The esters 
were given intramuscularly and by the mouth, six 
times as much being given by the latter as by the 
former route. This treatment was very successful, 
and it was found possible to release on parole 50 
per cent, of the lepers treated, as being clinically 
cured and non-infectious.

Dean found on further researches that a purer 
and more fluid product, which was more readily ab­
sorbed, could be obtained by distilling the esters 
in vacuo. He also concluded that the results pro­
duced by intramuscular injection alone were as good 
as those obtained by combined intramuscular and 
oral administration. The absence of irritation with 
this preparation is shown by the fact that out of 
6,924 intramuscular iiriections given only one pro­
duced an abscess. § He also concluded that the 
pure esters were just as efficacious without the ad­
dition of iodine, ¡1 and that hydnocarpic acid was 
more efficacious than chaulmoogric acid, . and that 
probably the acids with the lowest boiling point 
were most effective. This suggests the possibility 
of finding derivatives of these acids of even greater 
therapeutic efficiency.

Walker and Sweeney<[ examined the action of the 
acids of chaulmoogric oil upon acid-fast bacilli in 
vitro and found that these acids produced a specific 
disinfectant action upon these organisms. This ob­
servation suggests the possibility of these sub­
stances acting in a beneficial manner upon tuber­
culosis, but experiments by Rogers, and by Voeght- 
lin Smith and Johnson upon the action of these 
substances upon tuberculosis in animals have 
vielded negative results.
' The results obtained by the treatment of leprosy 
with derivatives of chaulmoogra oil are of the very 
greatest interest; the reports cover a 
twenty years and deal with many hundreds of cases 
The reports show that these drugs will alleviatethe 
“Dean and Wre^hall : Joum.42 2626

1919’ VournA^r.
AM ^ 75. 1920.' McDo^d and Ibid.. 76
1470, 1921. f Walker and Sweeny : Joum. of Infect. Uz ., 

238, 1920.

great majority of cases of leprosy, and apparently 
will cure completely about 50 per cent. Some years 
must elapse, however, before it is certain that these 
apparent cures are permanent.

Leprosy has always been regarded as an example 
of an absolutely incurable disease, and hence these 
results are the more noteworthy. Moreover, the 
drug can be shown actually to cause the rapid des­
truction of bacteria living in the body; this repre­
sents a very great advance, and shows that it is 
quite possible that a specific cure may be found for 
tuberculosis. The development of the treatment is 
also of interest, because the fact that chaulmoogra 
oil has an action in leprosy has been known for 
thirty years. No really effective treatment could, 
however, be devised until fairly pure preparations 
of the active principles of the oil had been obtained. 
The advance in the treatment is, therefore, very 
largely a triumph for organic chemistry.

Messrs. Burroughs & Wellcome have prepared a 
preparation of the esters of chaulmoogra oil which 
they call Moogrol. The preparation contains no 
iodine; it is a clear oily fluid which does not pro­
duce any marked signs of irritation when injected 
subcutaneously into animals, and is intended for 
intramuscular injection. The dose is 1 c.cm. rising 
to 6 c.cm. for each injection.

The Coinage of West Africa.
The trade slump in West Africa has, says 

the Staff Magazine to the Bank of British 
West Africa, caused remarkable changes in con­
nection with currency, and one of the results has been 
the restoration of convertibility to the notes issued 
by the West African Currency Board. Silver 
coin to the nominal value of several million pounds 
has returned to the banks, and the notes held by the 
public and the banks do :not exceed ^1,500,000 now, 
as compared with ^4,000,000 in November, 1920, and 
a maximum of over ¿9,000,000 reached in February, 
1920. This has imposed a very severe strain upon the 
cashiers and other members of the Coast staff, who 
have had to assist in handling such enormous quan­
tities of currency. The labour involved in receiving 
is, of course, very much greater than in disbursing.

It must be a very great relief to have recovered from 
the public nearly all the is. and 2s. notes which 
were issued when there was a dearth of coin, and there 
should never be any need to use such small notes 
again. .

The Currency Board has withdrawn from circula­
tion, and brought back to England, silver coin nomin­
ally valued at ¿2,650,000, and it was thought that they 
would continue to replace by alloy coin all silver which 
returned to the banks, but this has not been found 
practicable. It will, therefore, be necessary to pay 
out silver coin as well as alloy coin, and this must in­
evitably create difficulty and annoyance in connection 
with the doling out to customers of spasmodic and in­
adequate supplies of silver coin when it is wanted m 
preference to alloy com.

The total shipments of alloy com made to the Coast 
bv the Currency Board up to November, 1921, amount 
to /2 022,300, the first consignment having been dis­
patched in June, 1920, and there is no longer alW 
scarcity of coin, but quite the reverse. Nickel com 
has returned from circulation in embarrassing quan­
tities, and it has been impossible to provide adequate 
strongroom accommodation for it.



56 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. February 2, 1922.

THE MANUFACTURE OF CANE SUGAR.

The Manufacture of Cane Sugar. 
By Llewellyn Jones, M.I.E.S., and 
F. I. Scard, F.I.C., with an intro­
duction by Mr. Algernon Aspinall, 
C.M.G. Second edition, revised, 
with 270 illustrations and diagrams. 
Published under the auspices of The 
West India Committee. London : 
Duckworth & Co., 1921. pp. 481 + 
xx., 8% in. by 5^ in. Price : 25s. 
net.

“The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” 
which has been generally accepted

Mr. Llewellyn Jones, M.I.E.S.

as a standard work, forms one of a 
series of books on the agricultural 
industries published by The West 
India Committee in recent years, 
others being Mr. William Fawcett’s 

The Banana,” which has also en­
tered a second edition, the late Mr. 
J. Hinchley Hart’s “Cacao,” and 
Mr. F. I. Scard’s popular catechism 
entitled “The Cane Sugar Factory.” 
Since “The Manufacture of Cane 
Sugar” went out of print some years 
ago there has been a persistent de­
mand for a new edition, but the pub­
lication of this was not practicable 
until now owing to the circum­
stances arising out of the war and 
the absence of Mr. Llewellyn Jones 
overseas. Mr.. Jones was, however 
in a progressive cane sugar manu- 
iactunng country and was therefore 
able to keep au courant with all the 
latest developments in the industry 
with which he and his colleague so 
ably deal. As a result we have been 
spared the ordinary “reprint,” the 
book haying been rewritten and 
brought into line with modern im­
provements in manufacture. Into 
the intricacies of these, which are 

described in a singularly lucid man­
ner, we do not propose to enter here, 
for we are confident that every com­
pany and individual connected 
directly or indirectly with the cane 
sugar industry will possess himself 
of a copy of the book. As Mr. 
Aspinall points out in an introduc­
tion, “The day has gone when 
estates proprietors could afford to 
depend on their managers and head 
overseers alone knowing what was 
moving in the sugar cane world. 
They must possess such knowledge 
themselves, and it must be imparted 
to the field and factory staffs if suc­
cess is to be assured. No more suit­
able means of imparting it could be 
found than by this book.’’ Among 
the subjects now discussed by the 
authors which necessarily did not 
receive attention in the first edition 
are, for example, the manufacture of 
pow’er alcohol—the paramount im­
portance of which can hardly be 
exaggerated in these days of'keen 
competition when the marketing of 
by-products may turn a loss into a 
profit. Though perhaps it is hardly 
for us to lavish enconiums on a work

Mr. F. I. Scard, F.I.C»

shed. ?nder tbe auspices of the 

rePresent we must 
Tto con&ratulate Mr. 
Llewellyn Jones and Mr. F I Scard 
upon their achievement, and a w 
of praise must be added to the 
th^um-°US c.omPiler of the index 
Ä’tS of a

-OH-
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “Agronomist.”

For the jaded nerves of the town dwellers there 
is nothing more recuperative or health-giving than 
■farm life and farm occupation ; and by no means 
the least important factor in producing this result 
is the smells of the farmyard. These are to a 
great extent ammoniacal, and act as a mild stimu­
lant when associated with farm physical' labour. 
Such are the advantages of going back, even tempo­
rarily, to the “ land ” and to the basis of national 
life and prosperity—agriculture.

* * *
Of the ingredients used in the manufacture of ice­

cream, milk, cream, and condensed milk are by far 
the most prolific sources of bacteria. Apart from 
contamination from the utensils used, there is 
usually an increase in the number of bacteria result­
ing from the freezing process, due -to the breaking 
up of groups of bacteria. During storage there is 
no increase in the total number of bacteria in ice­
cream, and after the twenty-fourth day -there is a 
gradual falling-off in their number.

* * *
The increase in the number of bacteria noticed 

in soils as the result of cold is due, as with ice­
creams, not to multiplication of the bacteria, but to 
the breaking up of clumps of them. The power of 
resistance of the bacteria to cold depends upon the 
concentration of the medium, the length of time 
of the exposure, and to the degree of cold. The 
death of the bacterial cell when exposed to cold 
is due to the withdrawal of water from the outer 
layer of the cell.

* * *
Messrs. Jones and Tisdale have recently been 

investigating the subject of the effect of soil tem­
perature upon the development of nodules on the 
roots of certain leguminous plants, and their results 
are published in The Journal of Agricultural 
Research (vol xxii., No.l). The main conclusion 
arrived at was that plants formed nodules equally 
at any temperature at which a plant had vigorous 
growth, and, incidentally, that plants with large 
nodules had a higher percentage of total nitrogen 
in the roots than in the tops.

Irrigation is being extended in connection with 
the cane cultivation in Mauritius, according to 
the Report, lately published, of the Department of 
Agriculture of that island. In the La ferme 
scheme, the area under irrigation m 1920 was 2,600 
acres, against 1,400 acres at the end of 1917, and 
the area included in this scheme is expected to be 
raised to 3,500 acres. Operations were also being 
carried out in connection with another scheme i 
the northern district. It is ^ated however that 
the returns from the irrigated fields were.disap- 
pointing, and that the cause was being inve g

In observations on the milk Producing caparity 
of cows conducted by various Rations in New 
York, it was found that, out of 847 cows, 39.6 per 

cent, produced less than 5,000 pounds of milk per 
annum, of which 11 per cent., listed as two-year- 
olds, gave an average production of 4,404 pounds, 
43.4 per cent, from 5,000 to 7,000 pounds per an­
num, 13.2 per cent, from 7,000 to 9,000 pounds, 
3.8 per cent, over 9,000 pounds. The ration of 
grain feed to milk produced was practically uniform 
throughout, although there were some individual 
variations.

* * *
Experiments in connection with the effects of 

potassium salts on soil have recently been carried 
out by Mr. R. S. Smith, and an account of the 
results are published by the Cornell University. 
The soils experimented with were silt loams and the 
crop dealt with was wheat. In some instances the 
application of potash salts was found to have toxic 
effects, but these were overcome by the application 
of lime. No iron, aluminium or manganese was 
found in any of the water extracts of the soils; 
consequently the harmful action of the potash salts 
could not be attributed to these bases having been 
replaced by the potassium. Both the chloride and 
the sulphate replaced calcium strongly.

* * *
In a paper on the food requirements of children, 

Messrs. Holl & Fales state that the average caloric 
requirements are about 100 calories at per kilogram 
at the age of one year. For boys, it falls to about 
80 calories at six years, and remains constant up 
to the age of 15 years. After a weight of 50 kilo­
grams is reached, at about 15 years of age, the 
calories per kilogram can be rapidly reduced to 
the adult standard of 48 calories per kilogram. The 
requirement for girls falls to 76 calories per kilo­
gram at six years, and continues at this value until 
the tenth year. At ten years of age it rises to 80 
calories, and remains constant until the growth is 
complete, afterwards falling rapidly to about 44 
calories per kilogram.

* * *
The nature of the food used in the nutriment of 

early youth is not only an important subject, but 
also one of literally absorbing interest. An article 
dealing with the nutrient requirements of growing 
chicks which appears in the Journal of Agricultural 
Research will, therefore, especially appeal to the 
poultry raiser. In this the position of maize as a 
diet is considered, and, as the result of experiments, 
it has been found to be deficient in several of the 
essential qualities necessary for growth, evidently 
due to a deficiency of ash content, as the supple­
menting of the corn kernel with 5 per cent, of -a 
complete ash mixture improved matters consider­
ably. The addition of 15 per cent, of purified 
casein also, helped matters, while the addition of 
some other proteins, egg albumen and gelatine, acted 
prejudicially. Green foods are spoken of as being 
valuable contributions to a ration for growing 
chicks. The ash mixture above referred to con­
sisted of 50 per cent, bone ash, 14 per cent, calcium 
carbonate, 15 per cent, of sodium chloride, 10 per 
cent of dipotassium phosphate, 5 per cent, of cal­
cium lactate, 3 per cent, of magnesium sulphate, 2 
per cent, of sulphur, and 1 per cent, of iron sulphate.
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TRADE OF GRENADA.

Ihe trade of Grenada reached a record point in 
1921, the value of the imports being £630,803, and 
of the exports £603,697, from a total trade figure 
of £1,234,500. The imports were £276,133 above 
the previous five years’ averages, while the exports 
were less than in 1918 and 1919.

The following statement shows the value of the 
imports from the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and Canada :—

tt j T7- t Total Merchandise.
United Kingdom ... ... ... £194,214
United States ... ... ... 212 929
Canada ... ... ... ... 90,944

Total £498,087

While the value of the total trade of the Colony
has doubled in the last decade, the trade with 
Canada has made an even greater relative increase. 
In 1911 this trade was valued at £23,020, the im­
ports being £22,263, and the exports £757, and in 
the year under review had risen to £106,283. The 
increases have been chiefly in the imports.

As regards exports, the value of the foodstuffs 
was less by £59,700 as compared with that of 
those exported in 1919, but that of raw materials 
—cotton, hide and skins, plants and seeds, etc._  
increased £35,956. Less nutmegs, mace, kola, and 
other nuts were exported. The value, however, 
of nutmegs and mace was greater. Most of the’ 
lime juice exported was in concentrated form, the 
combined returns showing a large increase over any 
recent year. The quantity of cacao grown and 
exported was less than in 1919, but the market 

ruling high, the returns were satisfactory. 
Most of the cacao went to the United Kingdom a 
small quantity only going to Canada. Coconits 
and copra were well up to the average, and prices 
wta/n?d>rly good‘ The exPort was among the 
West Indian islands. The United Kingdom took 
over two-thirds of the entire domestic produce of 
the island, the United States about one-fifth, and 
Canada to the value of £15,339.
Quantity and Value of the Principal 

Produce of Grenada in 1920.
Domestic

Articles.
Cacao ... ... cwt.
Lime Juice (concentrated) gals 
Nutmegs ... ... cwt;
Mace ... ... ... cwt
Cotton (raw) ... ... Cwt.
Cottonseed ... ... cwt.

Quantity. 
81,732 
22,610 
14,604
2,148 
3,348 
8,611

Value.
£466,658

9,025 
59,448 
13,784 
40,950

7,728

We have received the Report of the Department 
of Science and Agriculture of British Guiana for the 
calendar year 1919. It covers 152 foolscap pages, 
and is an indication of the enormous amount of 
work d°ne by Sir John Harrison and his colleagues 
m the direction of agriculture. Unfortunately 
however, the matter is now ancient history The 
great value of reports of this nature lies in their 
giving up-to-date information on the subjects dealt 
^th’ 9? ™ b? Eastec, the Report
fn™ -11 ther cS, entlrety or in an abridged 
form, will be available. s

JAMAICA GOVERNORS.
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

IX.—Sir Hender Molesworth.
(Continued from page 40).

In August, 1687, Molesworth wrote to the Lords 
of the Treasury :—

“ In obedience to your order I report on the per­
quisites of my office. The proper perquisites of the 
Government are only what arise from the Broad Seal 
and the Admiralty. The Broad Seal includes two 
items, patents granted for laud, etc., and patents of 
naturalisation. The perquisites of the Admiralty are 
upon condemnation of goods and vessels forfeited by 
law, which are rare, and are generally appraised in 
favour of the sufferer. The accounts of passing 
patents on land, etc., from the death of Sir Thomas 
Lynch to the death of Sir Philip Howard amount to 
£530, and from that time forward to ¿25, making in all 
¿5551 those from the Admiralty within the same 
period amounted to ¿115 8s. 4d., making with 
tlie other a total of ¿690 8s. 4d. for the perquisites 
01 three years’ government. All escheats are valued 
by a jury of twelve, and are paid into the Treasury 
here. Sometimes, though rarely, the Governor makes 
some profit from the person to whom he grants it 
owing to the undervaluation of the jury. But I have 
gamed nothing by this means except a debt of /so 
which had otherwise been lost. The profits from 
liquor licences are paid to the public revenues; passes 
for ships and marriage licences belong to the secretary 
and are of no profit to the Governor. The salary paid’ 
to the Governor in Chief from the revenue here is 
¿2,000 a year. I have been Commander in Chief with­
out dependence on any one since the death of Sir 
Thomas Lynch, and as 1 enjoyed all the rights and 
powers of Governor in Chief I did not doubt my right 
to the whole salary and have lived up to it. I have 

near three years of government
so that it is hard for me to pay ¿3,000 more to Sir Philip 

executors, and to the Duke of Albemarle1
1 shall, however, submit, though I hope that the Kin? 
will make it good to me some other wav. It is true 
that for alittle time, while the Assienta was in the 
hands of the Spaniards, we had a Spanish trade for

1 “ade some advantage, though 
ifinitely less than my enemies assert, but these 

profits came to me only as a merchant, for the whole 
trade is supported by my money, credit, and conduct

^Xs^ CoS1°°PS T 1 ^r^tt^ 

African Company ?uk?en^

own money and credit to encourage the Spanish tmde 
^Kin^/ othe.r f.ssistance from Government beyond

1 f regulations. I hope, therefore tho 
W An °int " PerqUiSiUs may
T_nQ. * - Rg picture of seventeenth centurv 

1S frVen m a letter» dated November 6th CI-k the ^iit’

October the
King’s birthday,
Governor reviewed the L ^“-ormed. The
dnav Car,TheWthey H pr°vi’ded y ’fo/thl

P"-ipaland in the evening the^/eS^^
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upon by all the gentlewomen of quality, gave them a 
very fine treat, and afterwards entertained them at a 
ball, composed of a suitable number of masqueraders, 
very curiously habited, and variety of music, all 
managed with that admirable order as gave great 
beauty and grace to it. They continued dancing very 
late, but the streets shone with bonfires to light them 
home.”

One of the earliest circular letters from James
11. to the Plantations was as follows :—

“Parliament has granted us an aid for the mainten­
ance and repair of the Navy to be raised upon all im­
ported sugar and tobacco, according to the rates set 
forth in the enclosed Act. The imposition being laid 
not on the planter or merchant 
‘consumptioner,’ or storekeeper, 
it will not be burthensome but 
to your Government.”

To this Molesworth sent to 

but on the retailer, 
we are assured that 
rather advantageous

Blathwayt a reply
which has a strangely modern ring about it :—

“I must not omit to tell you of the vast discourage­
ment that will be thrown on planting by the addi­
tional duty on sugar. It will certainly throw new 
plantations out of cultivation, and prevent the en­
largement of others. The ordinary charges and risks 
of planting forbid us to bear .any additional burden, 
much less this duty, which makes (with what we pay 
for Customs and Excise) more than half the clear pro­
duction of every man’s estate. If the gentlemen who 
impose this onus would tax themselves in the same 
proportion, we should be the most satisfied persons 
in the world. But what discourages us most is to see 
how the gentlemen of the House of Commons (for 
some mistaken interest) are set against us. It may 
often be in their power to ruin all the plantations un­
less the King interpose. Those that persuade the 
Kin«- that the duty will fall only on the expender 
argue well, supposing that no other nation made 
sugar but ourselves. But when we consider that the 
French, Dutch and Portuguese are all our competitors, 
and that the chief vent for our own is in foreign mar­
kets (which, by this additional duty, will be lost to 
us) all their reasoning is invalid, and tends only to 
destruction of tfie plantations. The short of it is, 
that Virginia receives a mortal stab, Barbados and the 
Islands fall into a hectic fever, and Jamaica into a 
consumption. These are my private thoughts, though 
I tell others not to be discouraged, for the more we 
nav to the King the surer we shall be of his protec­
tion. But our great hope is that the King_ will no 
nass it for when the Ministers consider that, m con­
sequence of this duty, no more white sugar can be 
imported, so that in seven years the revenue willL be 
much less than it was before the additional duty

ai“"
tageous to the public, may be substituted.

Rui he wrote later, in September :— .‘^nd that the

is - -s «rev»swss 

tion ; but, and that our exported
what is upended in Efland an ion that t

Lender. For so much as is 
will fall chiefly on the exp will still be
necessary for ^he expen^ €X|Ortation is free, it 
brought up and, so long toPpiace this duty on
will be m the merchants power r y directed by 
the consumer. I do not mea natural
the Act, but that it ought to fall out so uy 

course of trade; and if it happens otherwise, it must 
be for want of management of the merchants.”

In January, 1686, Molesworth wrote home that 
Captain Musgrave and others proposed to start a 
cotton manufacture.

“The result would be to further the settling, im­
proving and strengthening of Jamaica by the addition 
of many small plantations, and to find employment 
for many of the lower sort of people who would other­
wise seek a livelihood by privateering in this Island. 
For the encouragement of the undertaking, they beg 
that the King will grant to the undertakers, i. The 
monopoly of all cotton manufacture in the Island for 
a term of years, being a new invention there. 2. The 
Royal assent to an Act to compel burying in cotton 
in Jamaica, as in the like case for burying in woollen 
in England. 3. The imposition by the same Act of a 
duty on all cotton yarn and cotton manufacture im­
ported. I beg for instructions.”

This was referred to the Customs, who reported 
as follows :—

“The grant of a monopoly for a term of years will 
affect the trade of this kingdom as to the export of 
manufactures to Jamaica. Tne more such manufac­
tures are encouraged in the Colonies the less they will 
be dependent on England. Moreover we have no 
knowledge how far the grant of such a monopoly may 
be for the benefit of the trade and inhabitants of 
Jamaica in general. But if the King be inclined to 
grant it, we beg that some of the principal merchants 
trading to Jamaica may first be consulted. We have 
nothing to object to an Act for burying in cotton and 
imposing a duty on imported cotton manufactures.”

At this time the Colony was put to considerable 
trouble and expense in repressing a negro rebellion. 
In July, 1686, he wrote home

“The Assembly have considered that part of my 
speech which deals with raising money for the ex­
pense of the negro-rebellion, but though unanimous 
that the thing shall be done, cannot agree as to the 
manner of doing it. They are willing to have the 
parties paid and their estates secured, but they do not 
wish to be at any charge themselves, and therefore have 
been very industrious in finding out such other ways 
of doing it as may best answer that end, without le- 
o-arding whether they be reasonable or practicable. 
But being hotly carried in by the two lawyers 
Elletson and Musgrave (chosen on purpose to obstruct 
the Government as much as possible) with that plausi 
Me notion of saving the country money the Grand 
Committee decided to lay a duty on exported negroes 
and additional duty on wine, an impost on all good 
imported in foreign bottoms (viz., the Assiento), and 
an impost on money and bullion exPorie<Ji 
fhi« was renorted by the Chairman, some of the House 
(by mv order) declared they had heard me say that 
most of these proposals were contrary to my instruc­
tions and that I could not assent to them, so that it 
would be useless to proceed further with 
then sent me a message, asking how far their p

wpre consonant with my instructions. I an­
swered with all candour and integrity, that three of 
?he four were inconsistent with my instructions •and 
a« tn the fourth, the additional duty on wines, though 

by duties on tore g ourselves against our own 
XZ aml ihirit wonbAbcreiore be better to add it 

to the revenue.”
(To be continued.)
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 38.)

Back to Bridgetown.
Interspersed among these expeditions into the 

country districts were several meetings in Port of 
Spain. Both the Chamber of Commerce, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. George F. Huggins, O.B.E., 
and the Agricultural Society, under that of Mr. 
Henry Warner, gave me the opportunity of ex­
plaining the objects of my mission, and a very grati­
fying increase in The West India Committee’s 
Endowment Fund resulted, a substantial sum of 
money being collected in the Reading Room of the 
Naval Station, where the Chamber met. Then there 
was a banquet given by the Trinidad and Tobago 
members of The West India Committee at the 
Queen’s Park Hotel, at which Mr. Gordon Gordon 
presided, and many nice things were said. It 
proved a most enjoyable function, and showed what 
a cohesive body the local members of The West 
India Committee have become. The only disap­
pointment was that Mr. Edgar Tripp, who, with 
Mr. W. G. Freeman and Mr. Scheult, had made the 
arrangements for the entertainment, was unable to 
be present, since he was suffering from the effects of 
a fall down a staircase at Santa Cruz. Finally, as a 
wmd-up to a happy fortnight, there was a picnic at 
the Boers, where, on the island of Monos, my host 
had in Balmoral” yet another country seat.

From Trinidad it had originally been my inten­
tion to proceed to British Guiana and thence to 

years ago H was Possible to 
reach that island from Georgetown, the capital of 
wPiOrV °T fr?m Port of SPain in about a 
bv ! d- V the WeSt Indies were served

^rcoionial steamers—the Eden, the Esk, 
and the Solent of blessed memory—linking Bar- 
aldTriS^^ thc Windward Islands, 
whi JT t 5 Leeward Elands respectively’ 
Sb»™ steamers> which sailed from
regular^ Wednesday with the
regularity of the Scotch express, and reached Bar 
direct to Week’ Preceded
direct to Haiti and Jamaica, thus bringing the last- 
narned island within four days of Bridgetown. How 

es had changed! It was now easier to reach 
aid TrinidSd“ E^land, than British Gui™a 

J The only possible means of Bettina

via ork (which oonl/1 «,. 4-1 i wasweeks Ind miJU C°Uld not take less than three 
by t™stinv to occupy a month or six weeks), or 
CT hope aI°ng the «

Sir Allan Everett, the miral in i C ub,8th Cruiser Squad^^offXd to 'toi™ °f 
guest in his flagship, H.M.S. Calcutta “bf“ S 
don t mmd the inconvenience,” as he'nut it 
touching at Colon on the wav ” it i “ t’ of 
that the offer was thankful]v lecepteYthl^ Say 

a great disappointment to to 
out of my itinerary on this occasion. It t^?^ 

however, that the Calcutta was also to visit Belize, 
British Honduras, a colony which it had never yet 
been my fortune to visit. This was some consola­
tion.

The Calcutta was to escort II.M.S. Renown, which 
had just left Portsmouth for Australia with the 
Prince of Wales and his Staff on board, from Bar­
bados as far as Colon and possibly Panama. By a 
stroke of good fortune, the R.M.S. Arzila was 
scheduled to leave the Gulf for Barbados a few 
days later. The morning of 21st March accord­
ingly found me bidding farewell to my generous 
hosts on the wharf aftei an exhilarating early morn­
ing drive to the Santa Cruz Valley and over the 
Saddle to say “Good-bye” to my old friend Tripp, 
and embarking on that little vessel. Accompanying 
me on this voyage was my tall and complacent 
friend of whom mention has already been made. 
He was going to Barbados full of eagerness to meet 
his brother, Kenneth E. Previte, a lieutenant in the 
Royal Marines, who was on board the Renown.

The passage from the Gulf to Carlisle Bay should 
not take more than twelve or fourteen hours; but 
our steamer was small, and she was presumably 
taken out of her course by the trade wind and the 
ocean currents, for at six o’clock on the following 
morning we found ourselves near the north coast 
of Barbados instead of at. Bridgetown, where we 
had expected to be at that hour. We had, there­
fore, to coast all down the island, though this was 
no hardship, since it gave us an opportunity of ad­
miring its low terraced hills of sugar-cane and the 
old-world charm of Speightstown and its swift 
schooners. It was past eleven o’clock when we 
dropped anchor at last among the four-masted 
sailing-ships, tramp steamers, bum-boats and 
lighters of Carlisle Bay.

On reaching the shore, we found Barbados in a 
state of suppressed excitement over the Prince’s 
forthcoming visit. Little else was talked about, 
although crop was in progress; but the latter was 
turning out a good one, and prices of sugar and 
fancy molasses were booming, so nothing else mat 
S'- in the possible humour.
Captain Wigham Richardson, the Aide-de-Camp at 
o'bZT W,here the Gove™r and Ladv 
Darin^o^/w V^ Up P^ents and pre- 

ttZ, establish new ones for weeks past, was 
P"t*S’g th finishlnS touches to the arrangements 
fen bJFCTOn ? the Royal «d 
ton-, ball- decorations- and route-committees were 
lad^ierelti^ dVcutsfn^ YoUDg 

whether they should wear at the dancekm^or short 
sleeves, it being rumoured that in i tt- 
Royal Highness had only selected long-sleeved’partS 
ners-the short-sleeved party won the div-aid 
^el--^

white ties and gloves, the supply of wWch l^wi 

ladies of the
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Mrs. Lyons, Mrs. White, Miss M. Packer, Mrs. J. H. 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Bannister, Mrs. E. A. Hinkson, 
Mrs. Jack Murray, Miss Herbert, Miss Pickford, and 
Mrs. Deighton, with a smattering of mere men to 
hold ladders and to hand up the hammers and nails, 
were decorating Queen’s Park, Trafalgar Square, 
and the Chamber of the House of Assembly, where 
was to be held the great Ball which was to be the 
culminating function in the rejoicings. In Trafal­
gar Square a wonderful triumphal arch, to be known 
thereafter as the Marble Arch, had sprung up almost 
in a night as if by magic, ait the command of Mr. 
E. F. S. Bowen, the Superintendent of Public 
Works, and the statue of Nelson, which since the 
year 1813 has stood on a pedestal facing Broad 
Street, was given a bath of oil to remove what 
looked like the dust of a century. Everywhere there 
was excitement. Everywhere preparation.

The long-awaited day of the Prince’s arrival 
dawned at last. Decorations, addresses and speeches 
had received their finishing touches, and nothing 
was wanting to ensure the success of the Royal visit 
except a certainty of the continuance of the perfect 
reaping weather which the island was enjoying. 
The Renown was supposed to reach Carlisle Bay at 
5.30 p.m., and as the hands of the clock drew near 
the hour of five some doubts were expressed as to 
whether she would be “on time.” We who were 
bathing off the Engineers’ pier prayed that she 
might be, for on emerging from the water we found 
to our consternation the open dressing-shed at the 
end of that structure in the possession of a large 
party of ladies and children sightseers—and even in 
the tropics you can feel chilly in a bathing suit and 
a towel. We had, however, confidence in the Royal 
Navy, and this was not misplaced, for just after 
the hour the huge grey form of the Renown emerged 
from the scud of a passing shower, and headed for 
the anchorage. As she drew near one could see 
her great guns, the Admiral’s flag flying on the fore­
mast and the Prince of Wales’s standard on the 
main. Following her was the Calcutta, which had 
proceeded overnight to a rendezvous in the Atlantic 
to escort her to port.

In Carlisle Bay the shipping was all dressed 
with bunting in 44 rainbow fashion,’’ and as the 
Renown dropped anchor in the roadstead a salute 
of 21 guns thundered out, the church bells started 
ringing, and the crowds which filled every coign 
of vantage near the careenage gave voice to cheer 
upon cheer. The Prince had arrived !

In accordance with the prearranged plan, the 
Prince did not come ashore that night, but instead 
entertained a party of local notabilities at dinner 
and several hundreds of guests at a ball on board 
the Renown. Every launch, pinnace and barge 
of the two flagships was pressed into the service 
of transporting the visitors to the party, and the 
careenage can never have looked more like Veni 
than it did on that night the illusion being 
heightened bv gaily coloured Venetian m«™,. 
posts, which Lady Carter and her friends had set 
up in the water at the landing steps.

The ball was a brilliant affair. After the Pn 
had personally received all the ^ests-a foretaste 
of the handshaking which was to put his right 

hand almost out of action at a later stage of the 
tour, there was dancing on the much beflagged 
quarter deck. The sailors and marines were 
all in whites—so, too, were the Press representa­
tives, who with their short 44 Eton ” jackets were 
more than once taken for elderly midshipmen. It 
is, indeed, curious that the hideous English dress 
clothes should still be de rigueur in the West 
Indies instead of the cooler white suits.

The following morning was ushered in by heavy 
showers. These failed, however, to damp the en- 
tnusiasm of the people. It was the People’s Day, 
and from an early hour Barbados was en fête. 
Soon after nine o’clock the Chamber of the House 
of Assembly, now bereft of its 44 pen ” in which 
the Members are wont to sit, was filled with a 
gathering met to witness the first formality of the 
day. A few minutes before ten a burst of cheering 
indicated that the Prince had set foot on the soil 
of Barbados, and shortly afterwards the Royal 
visitor, who had landed at the steps by the 
Chamberlain bridge, entered and proceeded to a 
dais at the end of the room, where he stood sur­
rounded by his brilliant staff all, like himself, in 
white uniforms, with the Governor, the Speaker, 
the Bishop, whose Doctor’s robes furnished a splash 
of colour, the Colonial Secretary, and the Members 
of the Legislative Council on his left. His Excel­
lency then read an Address of Welcome on behalf 
of 44 The Government, the Legislature, and all 
sections of the Colony of Barbados.” In this he 
referred to the appreciation which was felt at the 
King, of whose three visits to the island the people 
retained vivid memories, having deputed his eldest 
son to visit Barbados. He expressed pride in the 
Prince’s career in the Great War, and his confi­
dence that in no Dependency over which the 
Union Jack waved would His Royal Highness meet 
with a more ardent patriotism and devotion to the 
Crown than in Barbados. The speech was couched 
in such admirably chosen words that only the 
most meticulously minded could have found fault 
with His Excellency’s statement that the ancient 
constitution and privileges had been granted to the 
Colony 44 more than three hundred years ago — 
a slip which, curiously enough, passed unnoticed.*

The Prince’s reply, which was delivered m such 
clear tones that it could be heard all over the 
Chamber, whose acoustic properties are proverbi­
ally atrocious, also referred to the fact that no 
foreign flag had ever flown over the island, which 
« has never wavered in its staunch allegiance to 
the British Crown.” He said that he had learnt 
with the deepest interest of the equal freedom of 
opportunity secured to the inhabitants of what­
ever race, and expressed the hope that all classes 
would continue to make sound progress under the 
liberal principles of government which had long 
been the island’s pride. He knew of the fine 
services rendered by the Barbados Contingent 
of the British West Indies Regiment during the 
war and he added that it was now for the people 
of the Colony to show Jhefr commonsense
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steadiness in dealing with the problems of recon­
struction which were absorbing attention through­
out the British world.

When the cheers which greeted the Prince’s 
reply had subsided, a series of presentations were 
made, and the proceedings were brought to a 
close. The next item on the programme was a 
drive through Bridgetown and the country districts, 
which’ had been admirably planned by Mr. H. 
Graham Yearwood and Captain Bowring, and was 
conducted without a hitch.

The decorations along the route were varied, 
and in some cases original. At Dalkeith, for 
example, a large canvas bell was suspended over 
the road. It was filled with petals of hibiscus, 
Barbados pride, allamandas, and other flowers, 
which were to fall in a shower on the Prince as he 
passed underneath. Unfortunately, Mrs. Bowring, 
who was to manipulate the string which was to 
release the flowers, pulled it prematurely, and the 
exquisite blooms fell in a solid mass about twenty 
feet in front of the Prince’s car, to his manifest 
astonishment. However, another young lady 
made unerring aim with a bunch of violets, a 
flower almost as rare in Barbados as orchids are 
in England, and so the Prince got his flowers after 
all.

(To be continued.)

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The outlook in the West Indies as a whole was 
far from bright when the mail advices, extracts 
from which are given below, were posted, but the 
price of the principal staple has risen by 30/- a 
cwt. since Christmas, and this should awaken a 
more hopeful spirit in planters. In British 
Honduras, disappointment over the abandonment 
of Mr. Wood’s visit is still great, and it is interest­
ing to note that the suggestion that an official 
from the Colonial Office should visit that Colony 
has commended itself to the community. Crop 
prospects, on the whole, were decidedly more 
favourable than they were last year, and gener­
ally, better yields than those which were expe­
rienced twelve months ago may be anticipated

Antigua’s New Governor.

M Pecember 2.Ist’T92i, Mr. A. P. Cowley,
M.B.E., stated that His Excellency Sir Eustace 
Fiennes had already won golden opinions bv his 
courteous affability to all classes, and the spirit" with 
which he was entering into local affairs. He was 
enthusiastic over the cricket club, and was present 
at an) open-air concert given by a local band formed 
purely for the love of music. The Agricultural and 
Commercial Society were busy getting readv for Mr 
Wood s visit A large committee had been formed to 
bring before him various matters that the members 
reqiure to discuss. The planters have formed a 
separate body to bring forward their representations. 
So Mr. Wood will have a busy time. Sir Georo-e 
Fo^er passed on Caraquet-, the committee
of the Society went off to interview him. It was hoped 
to entertain him on his return.

The Bahamas Season Starts.
The winter tourist season, which opened with the 

opening of the Hotel Royal Victoria on December 27th, 
is expected to be a good one. The new contract ser­
vice from New York by the Munson Line, was 
inaugurated by s.s. Munamar, which arrived at Nassau 
'on January 3rd, completing the journey in about 60 
hours. The Nassau-Miami Air Service, for which a 
subsidy was voted this .year by the Legislature, 
will -not be in operation, says the Nassau Guardian, 
this season.

Barbados Estates Sales.

1920 was, says the Agricultural Reporter, a record 
one for the sale of estates, and also the prices paid for 
them. In 1921, too, some were sold at a high figure, 
but there has been a rapid drop in the value of estates 
on account of the price of sugar. Estates sold in 1921 
were :—

Estate. Acreage. £
Friendship • 332 20,716
Golden Grove ... 206 16,000
Sandford — 4,000
Gregg Farm 8,500
Clermont 7.000
Fairfield ............. 92 8,882
Moncrieffe • • - 203 16,265
Sea view I2j< 591
Canewood ... 115 9,000

Some estates have been surrendered to their original 
owners on account of the inability of some purchasers 
to complete their purchase. 1921 will long be remem­
bered as one of great difficulties to every planter. 
Many fortunes have been lost on estates, and mam 
estates are in a precarious condition. The rainfall for 
December was likely to prove one of the lowest in the 
history of the Island. The red soil districts down to 
23rd December had received only 2.34 inches and the 
black soil 1.78. The Chancery’ Court was again active 
after being practically dormant, so far as estates are 
concerned, for the past few years. Estates at present 
in Chancery are as follows :—Balls, Pilgrim ! 
Upton, Staple Grove, Kent, Rugby, Rockless and 
Pine.

An undated number of the Advocate records a fort­
night of very dry weather, and says that the outlook 
for next crop is very dark. Mr. Malby Trimmin^ham 
acted as sheriff at the city election for the House of 
Assembly, when on a nomination of Mr D G 
Leacock, Mr. H. B. G. Austin and Mr. Charles W. 
Haynes, the old members were returned. Mr. E. T. 
Grannum, C.M.G., in a letter to the Press complains 
that owing to the failure of the Government to lew 
in sufficient proportion to the wealth being produced 
m the prosperous years, there is to-dav a deficit of 
about: £100,000. His conclusion is that Representa­
tive Government, as tried in Barbados, is a failure. 
The obituary list includes the names of Dr. C. W. 
p rJohv’ W- Pa™e, and Sergeant Skcete of the 
^¿e Force, the last named having been found dead 
on Pelican Island on Christmas Dav.

Relief for British Guiana’s Sugar.

writin£ on December 24th, 
dailv shJrn been experienUd
on the estate W tbJ position
o the estates very difficult indeed. Several elites 

their esti™tcs for their 
December grinding and are compelled to turn over 

awhifhS Ot the of the
P W fora ^ition I« Permit 
passage for mules drawing punts without consider-
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able damage. Amongst the items of particular inter­
est dealt with by the Combined Court recently, have 
been the rejection of the Government Income Tax 
proposals and increased duties on wines, spirits, 
tobacco, matches, etc., also an increase of licences for 
motor vehicles. The suspension of the Acreage Tax 
is of particular interest to planting circles, while the 
property owners in Georgetown have been somewhat 
perturbed by the Court having approved of the 
Government’s scheme for the installation of a sewage 
system, filtered water supply and a permanent road 
improvement scheme, costing altogether $2,492,800— 
which will be paid for in 6 per cent. Government 
Bonds, the municipality guaranteeing to raise its rates 
in order to meet the Sinking Fund and interest on 
this expenditure. It is believed that this means an 
increased municipal taxation of 1% per cent, to 1% 
per cent, on the property valuation of the town. The 
Combined Court resolved that as a measure of relief 
to the sugar industry, and in view of the existing 
economic depression, the fixing of the period within 
which local payment should be demanded from sugar 
estates’ proprietors and companies of the amounts of 
Profits Tax due and not yet collected, in respect to 
profits earned during 1920 should be left in the dis­
cretion of the Governor. The Court also authorised 
the remission of the Colonisation Tax for the period 
from August 1st, 1921 to December 31st, 1921, and for 
the year 1922, and approved of all sums already col­
lected in respect of this tax from August 1st, 1921 
inclusive, being refunded. A similar motion was also 
adopted for the remission of Acreage Tax.

Major Cochran-Patrick has made several successful 
flights over Georgetown and the surrounding coastal 
districts, taking photographs, and has now flown to 
the Rupununi to carry out an aerial survey of that 
district. The seaplane and its flights have naturally 
been the object of a great deal of interest and excite­
ment on the part of the natives as it is many years 
now since an air-craft of any kind was seen m the 
Colony.

British Honduras and Sir Eyre Hutson.
on January 5th, saysHon. A. R. Usher, writing on January 5th, says 

that as Mr. Wood has definitely decided not to visit 
British Honduras, and it has ^so been decided not to 
send a deputation to Jamaica, His
Governor has suggested that a permanent official from 
tie Colonial Officf might visit British Honduras and 

we will no doubt hear the result shortly. JNews 
having come to hand on the 2nd that His JSxceUency 
the Governor has been made a K'C.M_G , vera 
entertainments have been arranged to celebrate tne 

occasion, i 1 q The usual hiring

be Ponced to the sam to to fhe United States 
but a good deal is exp t^ the Jeffe
A contract is being entere d , . of the bar of 
Construction Company yi a great "convenience to 
the- Belize River, which ill be a^ accompHsh€d 
the shipping intcre n hich produces a; good
Chicle from Mexican c4nts per pound,
revenue from the f p vo Obispo to Cozumel

b ^Mi^esT a further drop in the 

revenue of the Colony during the next financial year. 
The Mexican authorities, it is understood, resent the 
action of this Government in charging such a heavy 
export duty and also the prohibition of the export of 
sugar and corn to Payo Obispo recently, and have 
reduced their duties as an inducement to shippers to 
divert chicle from this port and are also offering in­
ducements for shipping mahogany cut in Mexico from 
X’calac without touching British territory.

Jamaica and the Sugar Duties.

With a view to encouraging the tourist trade, con­
cessions have been granted which will permit transient 
visitors to come to Jamaica without passports, and on 
their part, the American Government have withdrawn 
the regulations requiring persons who have landed 
in Jamaica to be vaccinated before returning to the 
United States. The Canadian Pacific Railway intend 
to enter the West Indian trade during the coming 
season, and besides the Empress of Britain, which 
will make several trips with tourists, it is announced 
that the s.s. Sicilian will make regular calls at 
Jamaica, touching at Boston and Havana en route. 
Mr. H. A. Da Costa has been appointed a J.P. It is 
thought that the United Fruit Co. may build a new 
pier at the western end of Kingston in the near future, 
the company having brought down recently an expert 
wharf engineer to go into the question. Mr. B. F- H. 
Cox a barrister and ex-civil servant, has started an 
action in the local courts against the Governor, whom 
he is suing for alleged breach of duty in connection 
with plaintiff’s pension. The Gleaner states that the 
Central Government will bear a portion of the cost 01 
the Alastrim outbreak, incurred by the Parochial 
Boards, by whom, however, in future, the expenses 111 
connection with epidemics must be borne exclusively. 
The position of the local sugar industry is giving rise 
to much anxiety and a movement is on foot to en­
deavour to secure for British produced sugar an in­
creased preference in the United Kingdom and 
Canada. The ¿400,000 appropriated for loans to 
planters last year has all been distributed and unless 
prices show some improvement a crisis is feared.

Mr. Wood’s final days in Jamaica were no less 
strenuous than those which had gone before. After his 
island tour, according to the Jamaica Times he con- 
ferred with the Government’s Financial officers, then 
at Spanish Town he received representations fromi a 
Ldy of leading men. He did not find it practicable 
to bl present at the public meeting held the same even­
ing in the Ward Theatre by the Jamaica Representa­
tive Government Association, but he was busy next 
dav receiving the joint delegation from eleven Paro- 
chial Boards and a memorandum presented by a depu­
tation headed by Brigadier-General Moulton-Barrett. 
Then came a deputation from Citizens Associations. 
Mr wLman received a deputation from the Jamaica 
Civil Service Association, Major Ormsby-Gore one 
horn thHamaica Union of Teachers, and Mr. Wood

On Sunday they attended services at Halfway

on December 26th for St Kitts^y H-M
Our contemporary e p t financial expert being

the nature of a state Loan
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Bank. Bro. Rev. A. N. Thomson has been installed 
as Worshipful Master of the new St. Thomas Masonic 
Lodge, No. 4,338, which has been opened at Morant 
Bay. Hon. R. Nos worthy has been appointed Island 
Treasurer and Manager of the Government Savings 
Bank in succession to the late Hon. C. C. Anderson.

St. Kitts’ Crop Prospects.

Mr. E. J. Shelford, writing on December 21st, 1921, 
states that crop prospects generally are fair for next 
season, with the exception of those for a portion of 
the Basseterre Valley. The estates in the St. Paul’s 
and St. Ann’s parishes, particularly, have a fair show 
of canes. The bonus of 5s. yd. per ton canes declared 
by the Basseterre Sugar Factory Co. is about as much 
as was expected in view of the short crop and heavy 
expenses. Notwithstanding the general depression, 
the stores appeared to be busy doing a brisk Christmas 
trade.

Baby Saving in St. Lucia.

Mr. Archibald J. Brooks writes on 12th December, 
I92i.—A new Medical Officer has been appointed for 
Dennery, but report says that after accepting the ap­
pointment in England, he was last seen on a steamer 
sailing for China, perhaps in search of St. Lucia ! On 
December nth a very successful fête was held in 
Castries Gardens in aid of the Baby Welfare League, 
of which Mrs. William Peter is the President, and 
¿Mrs. William Degazon the indefatigable Secretary. 
His Honour the Acting Administrator, Hon. E. 
Laborde, opened the fête and recommended that those 
who had not babies should adopt one ! Pointing out 
the appalling fact that 34 out of every 100 children 
born in the Island died before attaining the age of 
one year, His Honour appealed for support for the 
Castries crèche, which was being converted into a 
baby-saving institution. The death is recorded of Mr. 
W. Augustus Harris, the popular consulting engineer 
ot the Vieux Fort and Roseau factories. Mr T G 
Westall who recently returned from his mission to 
England on behalf of the Representative Government 
Association, addressing a meeting at Soufrière, said 
(according to a correspondent in the Voice} that St. 
Lucia’s right to representation was comparatively 
equal to that of both Canada and England. Politi­
cally, socially and morally it was a far distance ahead 
01 those two places.

Tobagonians and Mr. Wood.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on December list 
th<i Plantys’ Association is requesting that 
ray de^gation to tell

of the Island s needs m the matter of a better coastal 
steamer service and to urge that Tobago may be in- 
duded in the proposed Canadian-West Indian ports of 
call and that facilities be provided by way of barges 
or jetties for ocean steamers. A better mail service 
and improved medical service are also asked for. Thè 
Christmas holidays have been exceptionally wet with 
some very heavy downpours ; the rivers are in ’flood, 
and the roads partially blocked by landslips in some 
places, more especially on the north side, which has 
not recovered from the storms of September and 
October. No doubt crops will benefit later on and the 
Si S Planting out potatoes and even corn this

°’2’ '±ch would not be dreamt of in the ordinary 
years The hard times may be stimulating this 

that even cacao 
is not a safe basket in which to place all their eggs

Holidays are the order of the day and are being pro­
longed to keep down the pay roll, but cacao is ripen­
ing and work will be resumed steadily a week hence 
011 estates all over the Island.

Mr. Manryshow in Trinidad.

In the Legislative Council on December 24th, a vote 
was passed authorising the payment of £250 each to the 
Auditor-General and the Receiver-General in respect 
of their services in connection with the assessment and 
collection of Income-Tax for the year. Lord Eustace 
Percy, who has arrived in Trinidad, is visiting the 
Colony in the interests of the United British Oilfields, 
of which he is a director. Presenting the estimates of 
the Port of Spain City Council for 1922, the Mayor 
(Dr. A. H. McShine) said that the surplus balance 
had been reduced to the minimum workable amount, 
and they must perforce postpone urgent public work. 
If they decided to borrow £15,000, they were merely 
getting back to where they were five years ago. He 
pointed out that in the course of ten'years they had 
wiped out two loans, one of £15,000,' the other of 
£20,000. Mr. T. Albert Marryshow, Editor of the 
Grenada West Indian, has made a successful political 
tour of the Island, addressing meetings at Port of 
Spain, San Fernando, Princes Town, and Couva, in the 
interests of Representative Government. The 
deaths are recorded of Miss Nellie Cutler, daughter of 
Hon. T. R. Cutler, Acting Collector of Custom; of 
Mr. G. C. de Verteuil; of Mr. A. F. Ganteaume; and 
of Mr. C. J. Oakley, a well-known Canadian com­
mercial traveller.

SOME COMPANY NOTES.
The West Indian Produce Association, Ltd.

The directors, in their report for 1921, state that they 
regard the result of the year’s working as not unsatis­
factory having regard to the great depression which pre 
vailed during the year. They recommended the payment 
of a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, and 
this was approved at the annual general meeting on 
January 27th.

British Controlled Oilfields, Ltd.
The second annual report of the directore, which covere 

Ír+¿eaí- tí September 30th, 1921. states that owing 
to the highly satisfactory indications made evident by the 
dri hng operations and developments on the 
sidered 13t thîS ear,y Stage the con'
thnTp adJisable to concentrate intensive operations on 
those areas, temporarily curtailing developments on other 
concessions. Instructions had been given to discontinue 

m Ecuador, and temporarily suspend operations 
Trinidad Th:"5 6 Sa" -
Irimdad. The report also deals with the contract entered 

and the Govemment of Trinidad
X Æn ° Or,“e of »hi’h

ÍXXheT" “°ldere connection with 
acquisition of the Oropouche Lagoon area in the last annual 
and interim reports, considerable further geologic!" 
developments' be^r conducted

S^n^X^
«*« head
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CORRESPONDENCE.
The views expressed by correspondents under this 

heading are not necessarily those of The West India 
Committee Circular.

30th January, 1922.
Sir,—In your issue of January 5th “An Occasional 

Correspondent,’’ commenting on my West Indian 
Currency brochure, makes an assertion which I feel 
called upon to deal with, although, following precedent 
in this subject, he remains anonymous. He states that 
Jamaica is the only West Indian island which uses 
sterling accounts, and that I am incorrect in ascribing 
them to Antigua and St. Lucia.

If, notwithstanding his pronouncement, he will 
make enquiries, he will find that sterling accounts are 
kept by both the Governments and the communities of 
those two islands. Only the banks account in dollars, 
and in at least one of the islands cheques are made out 
in both currencies to oblige them. He may be for­
given, however, in view of some of his comments on 
the monetary aspect of the proposals, in regard to 
which lie is clearly on more familiar ground.

I am, dear Sir,
Yours very truly,

Ivan Davson.

Sailings to West 
January 28th:—
Dr. E. P. Andreae. 
Miss B. B. Baldrcy’ 
Mr. J. B. Barrington 
Mr. A. Bentham 
Mr. H. R. Berry 
The Rev. & Mrs. J.

Branch-Evans & fam.
Mr. & Mrs. Campbell 
Mr. A. Cherry 
Mr. A. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H.

Cresswell 
Mr. H. Donnan 
Mr. it Mrs. J. Egerton 
Dr. & Mrs. E. Graham-

Pilgriin

Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Venezuela,

Mr. Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. D. C.

Hawkins
Mr. W. A. Hayward 
Miss Hayward 
Mrs. & the Misses

Jenner
Mr. W. John nah
Mr. Johnson
Mr. G. E. Kirkbright
Mr. T. B. Lawson
Mr. B. Leslie
Mr. W. Lock
Mr. J. MacLaren
Mr. J. S. Margitson
Mr. & Mrs. McIntosh

M iss McIntosh
Mr. A. Moore
Mr. S. J. Oliver
Mr. F. T. Overmann
Mr. T. Paul
Mr. G. F. Planchat
Mr. St. G. M. Plummer
Captain & Mrs. R.

Radclyffe-Hall
Mr. T. G. Rose
Mr. P. H. Russell
Mr. W. Spencer
Mr. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Veale 

it infant
Mr. Willms

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica from Avonmouth, in R.M.8. Camito»
January, 16th:—
Mr. & Miss Abadi 
Mrs. & Miss Alexander 
Mr. & Mrs. L Allan 
Miss E. G. M. Allan 
Maior G. E. Bedlorth 
Mr. A. A. Borgo 
Mr. W. H. Burt 
Mr. & Mrs. S. W.

Chinn 
Mr. W. N. Colani 
Mr. A. B. Craven 
Mr. E. Davies 
Mr. V. Delfin 
Mr. G. V. Elder 
Mr: F. Gonsalez

Mr. L. Halle
Mr. R. G. Hammond
Mr. C. Hart
Mr. J. D. Hoper
Dr. & Mrs. !.. P.

J i menez
Mrs. A. de Jimenez
Miss I. Jimenez 
Mr. T. Lightbody 
Major & Miss

Macdonald
Mr. T. Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. R. M.

McRae
Mr. I. Mizrachi

Miss D. Morales 
MissC. Pengelley 
Mr. K. M. Pringle 
Mr. & Mrs. J.D.

Rennie
Mr. C. R. Riley 
Mr. J. A. Scott 
Rev. & Mrs. R. W.

Thornton & son 
Hon. & Mrs. W. A. S.

Vickers
Miss E. A. Vickers
Mr. & Mrs. A. G. Volck 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E.

White & {am.

To From Packet Sailing
West Indies London ... Specialist .. Feb. 2
Jamaica Liverpool ... Speaker • • „ 2
J amaica Liverpool ... Barranca „ G
Jamaica Bristol ... Changuinola ... » 7
B’dos, T’dad & 
B. H’das Liverpool ... Actor ■ „ 11
B'dos & T’dad Dover .. Stuyvesant „ 11
J amaica Bristol .. Coronado „ 13
J amaica Liverpool ... Napierian „ 18

T’dad D ara & 
St. Lucia St. Nazaire .. Puerto Rico ..Feb. 22
B’mas, J’aca & 
B. H’das . Halifax ... Canadian Forester ,, 24
West Indies . New York ... Mayaro ... „ 28

... Mar. 3West Indies . Halifax ... Chaleur
Cruise . New Ì ork ... Fort St. George ... „ 4
Bahamas . New York ... Siboney ... „ H
Cruise . New York ... Megantic ■■ „ 18

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

Sailings to 
January 24th :
Mr. N. S. Calder 
Mr. S. Driver 
Mr. C. Elmy 
Miss F. M. Elmy 
Mr. W. Frost

Jamaica from Avonmouth, in s.s. Motagua
%

LATEST QUOTATIONS.

Mr. S. T. Gaywood 
Dr. G. Jameson-Carr 
Mrs. & Miss Llanos 
Mr. J. Moreno 
Mr. P. R. Morris

Miss H. D. Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. W. D.

Thompson
Mrs. T. F. Wadley 

and infant

Sailings to Jamaica, 
January 30th :—

from Avonmouth in s.s. Bayano,

Mrs. H. Adams 
Miss E. Asher 
Mr. W. H. Barratt 
Mr. J. M. Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. E.

Chaliinor 
Miss K. Chaliinor 
Mr. O. C. Clegg

Home arrivals 
January 22nd :—
Mr. A. T. Bryant 
Mr. A. Craighead 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Fry

Mr. & Mrs. J. A.
Dagliesh

Mr. & Mrs. R. G..
Finney

Mr. & Mrs. A. H.
Gibson

Mr. V. Hayward 
Mr. T. G. Jenkins

from Jamaica in s.s.

Mr. W. Mallinson
Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Pyne 
Rev. & Mrs. W. H.

Seddon
Miss R. Seddon 
Mr. H. L. Simpson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Swan

Bayano, Avonmouth,

Mr. & Mrs. P.
Hamilton

Mrs. M. Hamilton

Miss P. J. O. Hunt 
The Misses Ross (2) 
Miss M. E. Thompson

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in 
Plymouth, January 17th :—

s.s. Stuyvesant,

Mr. J. W. Ashton
Mr. A. Cairns Galloway

Miss A. Galloway

Mr. J. H. Norkitt 
Lord Eustace Percy 
Hon. & Mrs. A. Warner

4
34

4
3
4
4

34
3
4
4
3

10 %

8 %

6 %

% 
%
%

10 % 

12-4%

%

Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ... 
34 % Redeemab e 1925-42 ... 
4 % Redeemable 1935 .. 
3 % Redeemable 1923-45 ... 
4 % Redeemable 1917-42 ... 
4 % Redeemable 19'4 ... 
34 % Redeemable 1919-49 ... 
3 % Redeemable 1922-44 ... 
4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ... 
4 % Redeemable 1917-42 ... 
3 % Redeemable 1922-44 ...

The Colonial Bank ...

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference ... .............
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar.............. ....................................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd...................
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/- ...................................
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ..................................
Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd., 10/- .........................
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. (£1) .........................
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.....................
General Petroleum of Trinidad.........................

Demerara Railway Company Ordinary Stock
Demerara Railway Company 7% Perp. Pref ...
Demerara Railway Company 4% Ex. Pref ..............
Demerara Railway Company 4% Debenture.

W, I- and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary ... ...
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-. 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. L and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., .. 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd , 5% Debentures ..

Jan. 30. 
65.67 
67-69 
79-81 
58-60 
71-73 
82-84 
68-70 
57-59 
70-72 
73-75 
60-62

6-64

82-87

103-108
1/7
3/6

33/9
1/-

75/-
1/3

26/3 
12/6
5/6

i-S

78-83
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Central 6642.
Telegrams—

“ Cariò, London."

15. Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.

January 31st, 1922.

RUM. A few small sales have been made during the 
fortnight, but values remain nominal.

The stocks in London on .January 21st were: —

BANK RATE. Five per cent, as from Nov. 3rd, 1921.

Jamaica ... 
Demerara
Total of all kinds

11,021
17,608
38,378

1921 1920
9,020 6,856 Puns.

14,495 13,749 ,
33,688 27,483 „

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling. 
Jan, 17th

In U.S.A. . 
., France 
.. Belgium 
.. Italy ...

s. d.

2
2
3

17 
0
2

5
8
6
8

The intrinsic value

Jan. 31st 
£ s. d.

17 6 I
2 0 10
2 2 10
3 14 11 I

In Spain ...
,, Germany
,, Austria
., Holland

Jan.17th 
£ s. d- 

1 2 1 
38 1 9 

512 1 5
18 11

Jan.31st 
£ s. d.
1 2

42 4
582

of the gold sovereign is £1

8
19

8 
0
0

2s.
SUGAR. The improvement recorded in the last

10d.
Sum-

CACAO generally is quiet, with no export demand. 
Trinidad is firmer with rather more enquiry; the range of 
valuas is unchanged at 52/- to 61,-. No Grenada is on 
offer, but about 6,000 bags are due to arrive. Nothing is 
doing in Jamaica, with values unchanged at 47 - to 50 -.

The stocks in London on January 21st were: -

mary in the New York market continued until the 25th 
inst., when the figure of 3.86c. for duty-paid landed Cubans 
was reached. The market subsequently weakened, the pos­
sible increase in the amount of protection afforded in the 
United States to territorial and domestic sugars with the 
view of further developing the domestic beet industry, and 
the probability of the Cuban crop reaching 3,500,000 tons, 
caused some depression in outside sugar circles, and the 
value of Cubans fell to 3.64c. A slight recovery, however, 
occurred yesterday, sales of Cubans being effected at 3.73c ’ 
equivalent to 2.12c. c.i.f. The futures market yesterday 
stood at: March, 2.27c.; May, 2.47 c.; July, 2.66c.

Prices in the home market rase slightly in the early part 
of the fortnight, the value of best quality West Indian 
crystallised rising to 42/-, at which figure it stood yester­
day, with home granulated quoted at 46/9, and American 
granulated 18/6 c.i.f. The spot value of white Brazilian 
was 45/3, and of white Natal 45/-.

Terminal market values: —

Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

ARROWROOT i 
at 3jd. to 6fd.

1922. 1921.
11,158 29,172
13,186 19,598

103,182 200,698
s a slow market, with

1920.
22,838 Bags.
10,920

102,716 „ 
prices unchanged

96°
White

March,

BALATA. West Indian sheet continues slow of sale. 
Spot parcels are quoted nominally at 3/5 to 3/51 and 
forward 3/3 to 3/3L c.i.f.

BAY OIL is easier, with the market well supplied, and 
valued nominally at 10/- to II/- per lb.
5°^™ generally is difficult of sale, and in order to 

effect business lower prices have been accepted. Costa 
Kicas have declined sharply from 10 - to 15/- Good to 
line ordinary Jamaica is valued nominally at 60 - to 65/- 
with only small sales passing. Small sales, mostly second­
hand, have been made in fine Blue Mountain up’to 200/- 
Export is flat.

COPRA is steady to firm. West Indian f.m.x. fa valued 
at £26 c.i.f. Holland or Hamburg; and £25 10s. cif 
London.

18/11
13/H

18/21
1 Ite following figures showing the consumption of sugar 

m the United States in the years 1921, 1920 and 1919 in 
long tons are taken from Messrs. Willett and Gray's Stalls-
lived Sugar Trade Journal :—
Total consumption of 

States (Imports) 
Compared with precedili;

United

increase

Consumption consisted of : 
Louisiana and Texas (Cane) 
United States Beet
Hawaii (Cane)
Virgin Islands (St. Croix) (Cane) 
Porto Rico (Cane)
Philippine Islands (Cane)...

allowed
arili concession is

Total preferential and non-dutiable

Foreign consumed on which full duty assessed

Of which Foreign Raw Cane
»> ,, Raw Beet
>. ,, Refined and partially re­

fined Cane
Of which Foreign Refined Beet ...
American S. R. Co’s, production consumed 

tn United States ...
Other United States refiners’ production 

consumed in United States
Beet Sugar factories production consumed 

in United States -
Hawaiian Plantation refined production 

consumed in United States
Foreign refiners’ production consumed in 

United States

Total amount refined sugar

1921 1920 1919

4,107,328
22,656

4,084,672 
17,001

4,067,671
572,065

946,977
482,322

373,762
131,168

454,446
390,552

10,490
334.936
114,048

154,034
872,253
514,824

8,286
286,880

44,446

1,866,153

4,080,599

26.729

20,311

6,418

721,862

2,212,075

946,977

7,694

6,415

3,895,026

17,095 24,094

1,433,19/

2,127,461

3,530,653

554,019

510,980

14,346
28,693

826,650

2,140,546

454,446

10,089

43,039

The West Indian sugar statistics in London
,474,770

21st were
Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1,766
3,104

1921.
968 

3,030 
6,342

1,932,882

2,077,051

4,009,933

33,919

23,819

1,053,806

1,939,390

10,676

23,819

3,899,944

on January

1513 Tons

7,223

COTTON continues quiet, with a general heavy fall fa 
prices. In West Indian Sea Island, small sales have been 
made at easier rates, and quotations, with the exception 
of extra line, have been reduced a further hundred point; 
at: medium 23d., fine 3Id., and extra fine JOd.

\ U^ed’ ‘’“yens remaining uninterested.
A fair selection of West Indian will be offered at auctions 
to be held on February 2nd.

LIME PRODUCTS. Li 
ness has been done in Hand 
of Distilled have been made 
quality. Lime Juice. The) 
Concentrated, and Raw rema

LOGWOOD is still uncha
ORANQE OIL. There 

10/- per lb., but no buyers.

RUBBER. There is no 
with no support from America 
Prices have declined to 9|d. s 
in London, 67,208 tons.

me Oil. A very small busi- 
pressed at 15/- ¡»er lb. Sales 
at 1/10 to 2/3, according to 
c is no demand at present in 
ns neglected.
iged and neglected.

are spot sellers of Sweet at 
Bitter is neglected.

improvement to report, and 
the market is very depressed, 
pot crepe, 9jd. sheet. Stock

SPICES. The market for Pimento is steady, and 
business has been done to Hamburg at 20/- c.i’.f for 
bebruary-March shipment. Small S1»ot sales have been 
for J m P!r ’u Gin^en is firm’ with a fair inquiry 
for Jamaica, early shipment. 4 *

The f 11 weather telegrams.The following cablegrams have been received regarding 
the weather in the West Indies :— regarding

Bardos (Messrs. Wilkinson & GaviJIer), January 28th • 
Frequent showers have fallen since last cable.”
British Guiana.—Berbice (Messrs. Henry K

Co ), January 20th : “ Heavy rains continue.”’ 
(Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), January 25th-
has been fine since
able for cultivation

last message, 
and grinding.

Davson & 
Demerara

Weather
and is generally favour­
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February 14th, 1922.

“THE EMPIRE AT WAR.’*

IN the early part of 1916 the Council of the Royal 
Colonial Institute decided to take in hand a 
work to be entitled 6‘The Empire at War, and 

the editorship was entrusted to Sir Charles Lucas, 
than whom it would be difficult to name anyone 
more eminently fitted for the task. Sir Charles 
Lucas, it will be remembered, was for some four­
teen years Assistant Under-Secretary of State, 
head of Dominions Department of the Colonial 
Office, and his historical knowledge of Dominions 
and Colonies reaches that point when “ old expe­
rience doth attain to something like prophetic 
strain.” His knowledge of his subject and his 
scholarly abilities ensure that any historical work 
dealing with the Empire written by him will be 
well done. The design of the Institute’s volumes 
was, and is, to trace the growth of Imperial co­
operation in war time before the late war, to give, 
side bv side, a complete record of the effort made 
in the late war by every unit of the Overseas 
Empire, from the greatest to the smallest, and also 
to tell in which particular ways, and to what 
extent, the fortunes and the development of each
™ The Empire at War.” Edited for the■ ^oyal Coloi^ 
Institute by Sir Charles Lucas, K.C.B K-C.M U Xol . 
Bv the Editor. Humphrey Milford, Oxford University 

Press. 

part were affected by the war. The first of the 
five volumes which are to compose the work is now 
published, and is written solely by Sir Charles 
Lucas. The theme of the book is the way in which, 
and the extent to which, the Overseas peoples of 
the British Empire have served the cause of the 
Empire in time of war, pre-eminently in the last 
and greatest of wars. Its object is to trace grow­
ing co-operation within the Empire at times when 
the Empire has been in peril from without; to tell 
how common effort and common sacrifice cemented 
unity; how distance, diversities of race, colour, 
land and creed yielded to loyalty to one Crown 
and devotion to equal laws and world-wide liberty. 
Indeed, the volume may be described as the story 
of the Empire, with special reference to Imperial 
defence. In the hands of Sir Charles Lucas the 
story, which is of itself of the deepest interest, is 
fascinating.

Naturally, in reading a work of this nature, we 
look for references to the West Indies, and we are 
delighted to find that the services rendered by 
those Colonies to the cause of the Empire are 
worthily recorded. 44 Perhaps,” writes Sir 
Charles Lucas, 6i the earliest instance of Imperial 
co-operation was in 1655, when Cromwell sent out 
Venables and Penn from England to . take 
Hispaniola from the Spaniards. 4 On their arrival at 
Barbados,’ Long tells us in his History of Jamaica, 
6 they beat up for volunteers, and having raised 
there four thousand foot, and two small troops of 
sixty horse, sailed from thence the 31st of March, 
1655, for St. Kitts, where they found one thou­
sand recruits collected partly from thence and from 
Nevis and the other adjacent islands.’ ” In its 
main purpose a miserable failure, the expedition, 
nevertheless, achieved the reduction of Jamaica, 
and thus the Colonies had shared in the first terri­
torial addition which was made to the Empire by 
force of arms. .

Adam Smith, in his Wealth of Nations, published 
in 1776, said that Great Britain was, perhaps, since 
the world began, the only State which, as it ex­
tended its Empire, has only increased its expense 
without once augmenting its resources. The 
Mother Country had given little enough, and the 
Colonies, young and immature, could not be ex­
pected to do more than provide for their own 
land defence, which they did, or some of them 
did, in a furtive and ineffective manner. Still, on 
occasions, American Colonists served beyond their 
own shores, though still in American waters, and 
similar service was given towards the end ot tne 
Seven Years’ War, after the fighting on the mam 
land of North America had come to an end. Some 
companies of Rangers were among the troops 
which, under General Monckton, took Martinique
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in February, 1762. In the Martinique expedition, 
a volunteer regiment from Barbados, and some 
men from Antigua, also participated; for, as Sir 
Charles Lucas says, “in the eighteenth century 
the West Indies were alive with land and sea fight­
ing, the British West Indies were instinct with 
patriotism and enterprise, and among them none 
was more patrotic and enterprising than the 
strong little community of Barbados.” Through­
out the eighteenth century, the West Indies were 
the scene of many fights, and many incidents con­
nected with the fortunes or misfortunes of the 
Empire. In the middle of the century they were 
at the zenith of their wealth and importance; and 
when the Seven Years’ War had run its course, 
before the Peace of Paris was signed in 1763, it 
was questioned in England whether of the captured 
French possessions the West Indian island of 
Guadeloupe was not better worth keeping than 
Canada. But these Colonies had become more and 
more purely plantation Colonies, whose communi­
ties were white oligarchies in the midst of vastly 
predominating numbers of negro slaves. To Im­
perial purposes they could, and did, give money 
contributions in time of war, but as regards man 
power, even for their own defence, they relied 
for the most part on soldiers and sailors from 
home. There was, however, much of patriotic 
feeling for the Empire. In 1804 Barbados mer­
chants bought a vessel taken from the enemy, gave 
her the name of the Barbados frigate, and pre­
sented her to the Royal Navy to be used in the 
Island waters. Sir Charles Lucas, in speaking 
of Barbados, says that the first statue erected to 
Nelson’s memory stands in Trafalgar Square at 
Bridgetown. But this statue was erected in 1813, 
whereas outside the City Hall, Montreal, a similar 
memorial was erected in 1808.

The Author devotes a chapter to the “ Begin­
nings of Colonial Self-Defence ”—one of the most 
interesting in the book. When we remember what 
the overseas Empire did during the war in the 
way of supplying troops, it is curious to read that 
a little more than sixty years ago the overseas 
Provinces of the Empire, with the exception of 
India, so far from being prepared to fight the 
battles of Empire beyond their own shores, were 
not prepared in any effective sense to defend those 
shores. The West Indian Colonies at one time had 
their Militia laws, but the introduction of Regular 
troops ultimately led the Colonists to depend on 
them for defence instead of on themselves. Regular 
troops were by degrees withdrawn, and with the 
dismantling of the fortifications of Castries, in St. 
Lucia, and the withdrawal of Regular garrisons 
from that island and Barbados, Imperial forces 
were, from 1905-6 onwards, nowhere to be found 
in the West Indies, except in Jamaica, where was 
stationed a battalion of the Wrest India Regiment 
and small detachments of the Royal Garrison Artil­
lery and Royal Engineers. Nearly all the West 
Indian Islands had by this time organised local 
defence forces of one kind, or another, and when 
the war broke out the West India Colonies were 
abie to supply their quota of men, and the British 
West Indies Regiment did notably good service.

In the last chapter, “ The Empire at War,” Sir 
Charles Lucas says :—“ Taken as a whole, the 
uprising of the British Empire, when war was 
declared on Germany, cannot be matched in 
history. ... It was little short of a new birth 
of the Empire.” It is a wonderful story, and its 
true significance is powerfully impressed on one’s 
mind when it is told so vividly.

PRINCESS MARY.

The names of those Members who have so far 
contributed towards The West India Committee’s 
gift to Princess Mary is given below. A further 
list will be published in a subsequent Circular. 
Meanwhile it should be pointed out that there has 
been no time as yet for replies to be received from 
the Colonies to the Executive Committee’s invita­
tion to contribute.

Mrs. E. Alleyne, Mr. F. W. Ashpitel, Mr. Alger­
non Aspinall, C.M.G., Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey, 
Mrs. E. M. Beckett, Mr. Robert Craig, Mr. F. J. 
Constable Curtis, Sir Edward Davson, Lt.-Colonel 
Ivan Davson, O.B.E., Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. Fred 
Driver, the Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd., Mr. 
H. Crum Ewing, Mr. E. N. Fellowes, Mr. G. 
Macgregor Frame, Mr. H. J. J. Freeman, Lt.- 
Colonel F. Galloway, Mr. Mewbum Garnett, Mr. 
and Mrs. D. Gibson, Mr. W. Gillespie, Mr. Thomas 
Greenwood, Rear-Admiral Sir W. R. Hall, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., M.P., Mrs. F. Hayes, Mrs. E. 
Haynes, Mr. H. G. Hill, Mr. G. Hudson Lyall, 
M.B.E., Capt. Gilfred Knight, Colonel E. D. 
Malcolm, of Poltalloch, C.B., Mr. E. Luxmoore 
Marshall, Mr. E. H,. Mathew-Lannowe,, Dr. G. B. 
Mason, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Mr. A. J. McConnell, 
Mr. Thomson L. McLintock, the Hon. Gideon 
Murray, M.P., Mr. J. Buchanan-Murray, Messrs. 
James Nourse, Ltd., Mr. R. M. B. Parker, Mr. 
A. E. Perkins, J.P., Sir Owen Phillips, G.C.M.G., 
M.P., Mr. C. A. Poole, Messrs. Pott, Cassels and 
Williamson, Mr John Poyer Poyer, Mr. H. F. 
Previte, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rippon, Mr. A. W. 
Rogers, Mr. Robert Rutherford, Major-General 
A. E. Sandbach, C.B., D.S.O., Mr. J. Herbert 
Scrutton, Mr. William Smith, Colonel the Hon. R. 
and Mrs. Staple ton-Cotton, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, 
Mr. J. B. Taylor, Captain H. G. Watson Taylor, 
Mr. J. Ernest Tinne, Colonel W. Tolson, Mr. A. B. 
Tucker, Mr. C. C. Tudway, Mr. C. F. Wood, and 
Dr. A. E. Wynter, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

Ihe delegates to the Associated West Indian Cham­
bers of Commerce, which met in Port of Spain on Janu­
ary 23rd, 24th and 25th, were as follows Sir Edward 
Davson (President) ; Barbados—Mr. H. B. G. Austin 

Captain W. Bowring; Demerara—Hon. A. P. 
Sherlock and Mr. Paul ‘ Cressel; St. Lucia—Hon. 
jabriel Lafitte and Mr. Wells Palmer; Montserrat— 
Hon. V . L. Wall and Mr. Charles Griffer; Antigua— 
Hon Donald McDonald; St. Kitts—Mr. T. R Year- 
wood; Nevis—Mr. A. Wildy; St. Vincent—Mr. 
Vernon Richards and Mr. Allan De Santos • Grenada— 
Hon. R. C. Fitt; Trinidad—Hon. Alexander Fraser, 
Hon. A. H. Cipriani, M.B.E., Mr. T. Geddes Grant, 
and Mr. A. S. Creighton.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“Pot say to kettle, ’tan ’way, you smudge me.” 
* * *

Mr. Edward Ralph Douro Hoare, the eldest 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Douro Hoare, was married on 
January 31st to Miss Ellerie Fetherstonhaugh.

* * *
The Nourse Line announce a reduction in freight 

rates from Calcutta to the West Indies, as follows : 
Rice and dhall, from 60s. to 55s.; gunnies, 70s. to 
65s. per ton.

* * *
The Colonial Sugar Refining Co., Ltd., of 

Australia, with a capital of £2,600,000, made a 
profit of £173,097 for the six months ending 
September 30 last.

* * *
Colonel Hall Grant Pringle, D.S.O., R.F.A., 

has been appointed Inspector of the West Indian 
Local Forces, and Officer Commanding Troops in 
Jamaica, in succession to Colonel G. G. Sandeman 
Carey, C.B., C.M.G.

* * *
Mr. J. Sydney Dash, who left Guadeloupe last 

year to take up an appointment as tobacco specialist 
at Ottawa, has now been promoted to the position 
of Supervising Analytical Botanist in the Seed 
Branch of the Department of Agriculture of the 
Dominion of Canada.

* * *
Sir Hylton Ralph Brisco, of Coghurst Hall, 

Sussex, who was missing on the arrival of the 
P. and O. liner Narkunda at Colombo, on January 
31st, paid more than one visit to the West Indies, 
where he owned property. He was a member of 
The West India Committee.

* * *
Mr. R. O. Williams, Curator of the St. Clair 

Experiment Station, Port of Spain, writes that the 
yield of cacao in Trinidad may be regarded as 
three to four bags of 165 lbs. per acre, and that 
of Grenada as four to five bags of 180 lbs. per acre, 
and not as previously stated.

* * *
A mortgage deed was registered on January 

20th, given by Home Grown Beet, Ltd., to the 
National Provincial and Union Bank of England, 
Ltd. for £40,000, charged on hereditaments and 
premises comprised in a mortgage registered on 
August 21st, 1921, securing £75,000.

* * *
A Barbados correspondent, writing from New 

England recently, during a blizzard, said, It is 
always a comfort to pick up the Circular on days 
like this and to remember that somewhere the 
sun is shining,’ and that ‘ Little England ’ never 
saw a flake of snow, while as for ice—well, 
don’t have to walk on it there, anyway.

* * *
Last season’s production of sugar in Australia 

amounted to 289,000 tons, and this year s crop is 
estimated at 300,000 tons. The 1920 consumption 
was, according to The Australasian Grocer, 285,000 

tons, and it is not anticipated that this figure is 
likely to be exceeded. There will, therefore, be no 
occasion to import sugar into Australia to augment 
the local production.

* * *
The following publications are obtainable at Thé 

West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. :—“ The Manufacture of Cane 
Sugar,” by Jones and Soard, 26/-; <e The 
Banana,” 8/-; “The Cane Sugar Factory,” 3/-; 
“Historic Jamaica,” 8/-; “West Indian Tales of 
Old,” 8/-; “Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis,” 5/6. 
These prices include postage.

* * *
The following Office-Bearers of the Royal Agri­

cultural and Commercial Society of British Guiana 
have been appointed for 1922 :—Hon. R. E. 
Brassington, President; Mr. G. A. H. Goring, 
Vice-President ; Mr. P. N. O’Hara, Hon. Secre­
tary ; and Mr. C. Farrar, Hon. Treasurer. Mr. 
Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G., has been re-elected 
Resident-Director in London.

* * *
“It is no longer possible to separate the world 

of industry into compartments, and to expect that 
there can be prosperity in one direction whilst 
there is poverty in another,” said Mr. F. C. 
Goodenough, at the recent annual meeting of 
Barclay’s Bank. . . . “At the present time it 
is computed that the total volume of trade does 
not exceed one-half of its pre-war volume.”

* * *
Princess Marie Louise was present at the mar­

riage of Viscount Sandon to the Hon. Helena 
Coventry, at St. Peter’s, Eaton Square, on January 
31st. It may be recalled that Lord Sandon and 
his father, the Earl of Harrowby, visited Jamaica 
and Panama Canal in 1920. Lord Sandon, who 
was then Lord Milner’s private secretary, spent a 
few weeks in British Honduras, where he made 
many friends.

* * *
On three voyages in 1921, and one in January 

last, Messrs. James Nourse, Ltd., carried 11 
second-class and 476 third-class passengers from 
Calcutta to Demerara and Trinidad. Now that 
the embargo on repatriated East Indians returning 
to the West Indies has been removed, it is pro­
bable that the passenger lists will, in the future, 
be larger than they have been in the recent past, 
and, of course, if the immigration of East Indians 
into the West Indies on a colonisation basis is 
established, the run on the Nourse Line, which 
establishes a valuable link between Calcutta and 
the West Indies, for passages, is certain to be

The news of the tragic death of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton on board the Quest off South Georgia— 
at the gateway to the Atlantic—will have moved 
West Indian readers as profoundly as it has those at 
Home. It will awaken memories among those who 
heard his virile speech at the dinner given by The
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West India Committee to the Commissioners at the 
Tropical Products Exhibition on July 1st, 1914. 
On that occasion, responding to the toast of the 
Imperial Antarctic Expedition, on which he was 
about to embark, Sir Ernest paid a remarkable 
tribute to the value of cane sugar. Sugar, he said, 
had saved their lives on one occasion, and might 
do so again, adding : “ There are all sorts of beers, 
and all sorts of sugars, but there is only one sort 
of sugar that the Polar Expedition should take, 
and that is cane sugar.”

* * *
Lest any misunderstanding should arise from 

the paragraph regarding the West Indian mail ser­
vice which appeared in last issue, it should be 
mentioned that it had reference to the fortnightly 
steamer service which British traders hoped might 
be re-established between this country and the 
British West Indies. The Circular is second to 
none in appreciating the great advantage of the 
services which have been conducted since October, 
1920, at the request of The West India Committee, 
by Messrs. Thos. & Jas. Harrison, with their 
steamers In^oma and Intaba, They have given 
very general satisfaction. The vessels appear to 
be exactly the type required for the West Indian 
route, combining as they do facilities for carrying 
cargo as well as passengers, and many hope that 
arrangements may be made whereby this admirable 
service may be developed, when occasion arises, by 
the addition of yet more steamers of the same class, 
which would meet all the requirements of the situa­
tion.

* * *
“ Christmastide,” British Guiana’s Annual for 

1921, published by the Argosy Company, is full of 
good articles, both grave and gay, poetry and 
jokes. Mr. N. J. A. Bascom writes with practised 
hand of virtue triumphant—the manager’s 
daughter, her twin sister, the overseers, and the 
callous absentee, who ends up in a mental hospital 
at Ealing, as recorded in “a paragraph in The West 
India Committee Circular.” Mrs. E. F. Wabv 
formerly of Demerara, and now of Trinidad, Mr 
Jas Rodway Miss I. M. Holder, and Mr. Harold 
Stephenson also contribute short stories, with local 
colour. For the more seriously-minded, L. Evelyn 
Moe gives the history of the beautiful cathedral 

and the six pages of illustrations 
would lighten the pages if that were needed. Por­
traits of the Rev. E. A. Parry, till lately the Arch­
bishop of the diocese, and his successor in the 
Bishopric Bishop O. H. Parry, M. Hoosein, a 
veteran Mohammedan priest, and the late Mr. Luke 
ku.’ among others, are good examples of local 
half-tone work m this admirable annual.

Pepper Punch.—24 bottles of water, U or 3 
bottles of rum, half a bottle of brandy, 1 bottle of 
hme juice, 9 or 10 lbs. of sugar, 50 negro peppers, 
nf0^ P°n gmger’ 1 tablcspoonful of cream 
othe^« ®011 th® PePPer and ginger, and add the 
other ingredients (the cream of tartar last). After 
two hours strain clear and bottle in stone jars. 
5 ?LpeOp 6 do not straln or h®“1« f°r three days 
and these use no cream of tartar. J ’

JAMAICAN AFFAIRS.

Imperial Association's Manifesto.

A wide variety of subjects is dealt with in 
masterly fashion in a Memorandum which the 
Jamaica Imperial Association presented, by Mr. 
A. W. Farquharson, on behalf of that body, to 
Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., in Kingston, in January 
last.

The first matter to which the association drew 
the attention of the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies was the importance of utilising every 
agency calculated to protect and develop the agri­
culture of this Colony. With this end in view, the 
association endeavoured in 1919 to secure that 
Jamaica should be made the headquarters of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, and should 
also be made the site of the proposed West Indian 
Agricultural College. It was, however, decided 
by the Committee appointed by the Colonial Office 
that both the headquarters of the Imperial Depart­
ment and the Agricultural College should be 
situated in Trinidad, and since then the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies has requested that 

with the other West Indian Islands, 
should make a contribution towards the mainte­
nance of the Department. “This proposal,” states 
the Memorandum, “has been submitted to the 
Legislative Council, but has not yet been dealt 
with The association has no doubt that the vote 
asked for will be granted, but it would strongly 
emphasise the necessity of Jamaica being more 
closely associated with the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture for the West Indies, even if this 
en tails a larger expenditure on Jamaica’s part than 
i L J Ter an,niim ?u^est^. This connection 
is regarded as of the first importance by Jamaica 
agriculturists and stock breeders. There was a 
sma 1 provision made on the Jamaica Government’s 
Estimates in 1917-18 and 1918-19 to meet the ex- 

missioner the Imperial Com-
miss loner. This provision was struck off the 
Estimates of 1919-20, and since then the Imperial 
feR™'^ nOt visited the Island‘ ™s is 
visits the il? T !°SS’ Durin£ his two 
Ami Ki in?Penaî Commissioner rendered vary 
« 6 serJlces to the agriculture of the Island
on^k^ nied ? his Pe.rsonal visits has more than 
once been keenly experienced.”

As emphasising the need for the visits of the 
Commissioner, reference is made to the spread of 
Panama disease and the increased prevalence of 

^7’' and stock

I. ne« A‘S±""

the Government Savings B^Xuld^^^0' 

is ^Lured«^rifleation, which

is discussed, 
tax criticised, His Excenencv^3^™® the SUper' 

, excellency having stated that
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the amending law was “ aimed against the forma- 
°l ^ar^e estates, because they are inconsistent 

uith the exercise of the full rights of citizenship.” 
A note of warning regarding the dangers of the 
interference of the Government in industrial 
matters to the prejudice of local enterprise is next 
sounded, and after deprecating any increase in the 
income tax, the memorandum passes to a review 
of the political situation.

“ Connected with the economic stability of the 
country are the political situation prevailing at 
any time and the relations of the several classes 
of the population to one another. In the past, 
since 1866, these relations have been, on the whole, 
satisfactory. It has been observed by competent 
outside critics, and been admitted within the 
Colony itself, that class problems have not been 
acute in Jamaica, and that race antagonism has 
been almost undiscemible. During the last two 
or three years, unfortunately, a change in this re­
spect has been observable; doubtless this is to be 
attributed to the profound disturbances created by 
the European war. This change is still mainly on 
the surface, and with the wise exercise of the in­
fluence and power of a Government careful to 
discountenance class feeling, and also with an in­
telligent appreciation on the part of the better 
educated classes of the community of the needs 
and legitimate aspirations of the masses, the 
nascent antagonisms referred to may completely 
disappear.

“ This brings the Jamaica Imperial Association 
to a brief consideration of the demand put forth 
recently for a change in the political constitution 
of Jamaica. This demand originated amongst 
certain elected members of the Legislative Council 
who were not satisfied with the influence and con­
trol exercised by the elected members on legislation, 
finance, and administrative officers. During 
speeches delivered at some political meetings within 
the last six months the view has sometimes been 
expressed that the controlling power in matters of 
Government should be in the hands of (the people.’ 
But. up to now no responsible legislator or public 
man has definitely formulated such a request, and 
this view appears now to be receding into the back­
ground of political discussion. Such public opinion 
as has been expressed most widely seems to be in 
favour of some political machinery whereby the 
elected members should be directly identified (by 
means of a specially created Executive Council or 
Committee) with the initiating of Government pro­
posals before they are submitted to the Legislative 
Council. With this opinion the Jamaica Imperial 
Association is in sympathy, as it is with every 
movement calculated to make for real and satis- 
factory political development and the legitimate 
strengthening of the position and influence of the 
elected members of our Legislature. u i 1» 
clear that if any change in the direction of placing 
ultimate political power in the hands of th 
people ’ were to take place, the Government being 
supposed to remain responsible for the goo go 
ance of the island, a chaotic condi ion wou_ 
mediatelv ensue. Responsibility cannot be forced 
from power, and as no one suggests that Jamaica

has reached the stage where it should undertake its 
own government, it is obvious that nothing like 
Responsible Government could be established at 
present in Jamaica. It is also clear that if power 
without responsibility were placed in the hands of 
the democracy there might be exercised an undue 
pressure on the classes who supply capital for local 
investment, and on whose energy and enterprise 
the development of the island so largely depends. 
This would be a misfortune, the effects of which 
would soon be directly felt by the working popula­
tion itself; and it must be remembered that the 
working population in the main desires, not radical 
political changes, but good and just government 
and personal improvement.

“ The Jamaica franchise was put on a very low 
basis in 1884. Any proposal to alter it, with the 
object of disfranchising a large number of existing 
voters, would naturally foment discontent and 
annoyance. At the same time it is evident that 
political experience and training are still largely 
lacking in this Colony, and in the circumstances 
the situation could hardly be different. It follows 
that a considerable extension of political power, 
divorced from political responsibility, is out of the 
question; and the responsibility for the good 
governance of the Colony ultimately rests, under 
the Jamaica Constitution and rules of the Colonial 
Office, on the Governor of the Island. So great a 
responsibility would necessarily imply that the 
Governor of the Island should be a man of sound 
financial and administrative capacity and good 
judgment. However much the elected members 
of the Legislative Council may be associated with 
the Government in the initiation of legislation, 
financial and otherwise, yet the ultimate respon­
sibility can in no wise be shifted from the Governor, 
who is in a position to have an intimate know­
ledge of the financial condition of the country and 
of the working of every Government Department 
such as no elected member, with his limited oppor­
tunities of acquiring detailed information and his 
ordinary private duties to engross his attention, is 
likely to command.

“ Our present Governor must be credited with 
excellent intentions; yet no doubt exists in the 
Island amongst thinking people that His Excel­
lency has in many instances not shown full appre­
ciation of the needs of the island or of the financial 
outlook. (Reference has already been made in 
this Memorandum to one or two instances of this, 
such as the severance of relations with the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture and the imposition of 
the super-tax.) The general impression is that 
schemes propounded by His Excellency have not 
the appearance of having been carefully though* 
out with due regard to the Island’s needs and 
capabilities.”

A resume of some of the schemes to which excep­
tion is taken follows, and the Memorandum pro­
ceeds to press for the appointment of a Financial 
Expert to examine and report on the colony’s 
finances and to bring them back into something like 
order once more.

Reference is then made to questions affecting the 
other West Indian colonies as much as Jamaica,
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such as the prevention of dumping, the view of the 
Association being that the depreciated exchange on 
the Continent is likely to work far more damage to 
the reviving West Indian sugar industry than even 
the old bounty system. To remedy this, the Asso­
ciation suggests two measures, namely, the adop­
tion of anti-dumping legislation and a guaranteed 
tariff preference for ten years in the United King­
dom.

Finally, the Association favours the adoption of a 
uniform system of currency throughout the British 
West Indies, and warmly supports the proposal to 
hold a West Indian Conference in Trinidad, em­
phasising its original suggestion that these West 
Indian Conferences should be held in each of the 
larger colonies periodically. “Thus not only Trini­
dad, but Jamaica, British Guiana, Barbados, and 
possibly some other colony should be in rotation 
the scene of the recurring West Indian Conferences. 
Although Jamaica is separated from the nearest 
sister West Indian colony by nearly 1,000 miles, it 
is nevertheless of sufficient importance to be closely 
identified with all movements having for their 
object the drawing together of the British West 
Indies and their common co-operation. But unless, 
at certain intervals, the West Indian Conference is 
held in Jamaica, it will clearly be impossible for the 
inhabitants of the island to feel that they are re­
garded as an integral and important part of the 
whole British West Indian system.”

CUBAN SUGAR PRICES.

Messrs. Willett & Gray published in their Weekly 
Statistical Journal of January 12th the useful table 
which is reproduced below, showing the cost and 
freight sugar quotations for 96 deg. Cuba centri­
fugals for the past twenty years :—

1921
Highest. Lowest. Average.

............... 5.25 1.813 3.4591920 22.50 3.625 ’ 11.3371919 12.50 5.88 6.354
1918 ............... 5.88 4.985 5.0141917 ............... 6.50 3.8125 5.2081916
1915
1914
1913

5625
4.19
5.50
2.44

3.50
2.625
1.875
1.875

4.767
3.626
2.745
2.1501912 3.44 2.41 2.804

Average for 10 years 4.746c. net cash.

1911
Highest.

............... 4.60
Lowest.
2.06

Average.
3.0901910 3.09 2.44 2.8281909

1908
............... 3.09
............... 3.125

2.25
2.31

2.646
2.713

iyu' ............... 2.59 2.03
1906 ............... 2.73 2.00
1905 ............... 3.875 2.06
1904 3 50 197
1903 ............... 2.225 1.815
1902 2.31 1.565

Average for 20 years 3.644c. net cash

2.396
2.316
2.918
2.626 
2 035 
1.857

The U.S.A. Customs tariffs for the last 25 
have been :—

Duties.
July. 1897, to December 27, 1903 
December 27, 1903 to March 1, 1914
March 1, 1914 to May 27th. 1921 
May 27, 1921 (still prevailing'»

Cuba 96° 
1.685c per lb. 
1.348c per lb. 
1.0048c per lb. 
1.600c per lb.

Other Countries 96°
1.685c per lb.
1.685c per lb.
1.256c per lb.
2,000c per lb.

SUGAR SITUATION IN HAWAII.

(Continued from page 51.)
This article, the first instalment of which ap­

peared in last issue of the Circular, is abridged 
from one appearing in the “ Sugar Central and 
Planters9 News of the Philippines.99 It gives an 
interesting account of the condition of the 
Hawaiian sugar industry, which is passing through 
a serious crisis.

“ (5) Hawaii is to-day short of labour. Not 
only has labour left the islands, but small enter­
prises and businesses have drawn men from the 
plantations. On every hand we hear of delayed 
cropping, of unweeded and unirrigated fields, of 
unplanted land and a general slowing up of opera­
tions which is nothing short of disastrous. The 
fields on the Island of Oahu are to-day showing 
the effect of this general condition. Mature cane, 
which should have long since been milled, is stand­
ing in the fields, and young cane of the 1922 crop 
shows the effect of the lack of care and attention. 
Ploughed fields remain unplanted; in fact, little 
or no new planting has been done at this writing. 
Out-turns are practically 50 per cent, of normal, 
and many factories will be crushing the present 
crop of cane when the new crop is ready for 
milling.

“ The 1922 crop will be short and a reduction 
of areas under cane will be in order for some time 
at least. If the general status as to labour in 
Hawaii is not relieved we may see some of the 
plantations which have no economic right to exist 
under present-day conditions, close down and re­
lease to those better able to stand the strain their 
quota of labour. We may also see concentration 
of plantation interests, a decided effort made to­
ward the cutting out of lax methods and concen­
tration of plantation operations which will work 
for reduced costs of production at a time when 
ever-increasing costs are causing considerable 
worry at plantation headquarters. As sugar gives 
promise of selling at low prices for some time, 
economies must be effected.

..'Ebe growth of the pineapple industry in Ha­
waii has had a distinct tendency towards reducing 
the labour available to the sugar plantations. 
Again, the employment of Orientals on Govern­
ment work has drawn considerable labour from 
the sugar estates. We have been given to under­
stand that the ruling regarding the employment 
of non-citizen labour on public works is now being 
enforced, and much skilled labour will be returned 
to the plantations, but this will not affect the 
supply of common labour. We do not see anv 
hope for Chinese emigration to Hawaii under sanc- 
ion of Congress. Any movement looking towards 

Chinese emigration will arouse the interest of 
Japan, which will, under the cry of discrimina­
tion, ask for equal privileges with China, and the 
general policy of the American Government to­
ward the Onentalisation of her labour will put a 
quietus upon any movement to assist Hawaii, 
that Hawaii s claim for assistance at this time 
is just there can be no question, and that relief
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will be forthcoming is very probable. Porto 
Rico, the Philippines and Mexico offer the only 
available relief for this serious problem, but until 
relief is at hand Hawaii can look for difficult 
times ahead.

“ (6) Everything that Hawaii does is done 
who.eheartedly. Her methods of agriculture, her 
irrigation systems, her milling results and her 
general efficiency, the like of which cannot be found 
in any other sugar-producing country, are the best 
proof which can be offered of the wholehearted 
manner in which she does things. In her charac­
teristic way she has entered into her programme 
of welfare work among plantation labourers. Were 
times normal the welfare movement would have 
had no untoward results, but coming at a time 
when labour is dissatisfied over conditions, real 
and imaginary, it cannot but help to misconstrue 
honest efforts to improve conditions as meaning 
nothing if not an effort to win its good will through 
better housing, moving picture shows, clubhouses, 
dance halls, etc. In consequence, the ill-effects of 
welfare work are unmistakable. Conversations 
with plantation men, managers as well as members 
of their staffs, have elicited but one opinion—that 
welfare work should cease or be less active until 
the true motive in bettering living conditions can 
be appreciated by the labourers. It must be borne 
in mind that gratitude on the part of labour the 
world over for the solicitous attitude of the em­
ployer is usually non-existent. The motive behind 
any demonstration of interest is always questioned. 
If welfare work is desirable in Hawaii, and a cer­
tain amount of it is desirable, let the labourer pay 
for it, and thus give him the benefit of such wel­
fare work when he wants it, and when it will cost 
him something. To pamper labour, or, to use the 
famous Rooseveltian expression, to ‘ mollycod­
dle ’ it, is fatal, and we beg leave to suggest to 
those interested in the production of sugar in Ha­
waii that they call a halt in the elaborate welfare 
scheme now being fulfilled.

“ (7) Probably the most serious condition which 
Hawaii is to-day facing, a condition which seems 
to be almost beyond solution, is the deforestation 
of forested areas. Hawaiian forests are disappear­
ing, and with them the water sheds which furnish 
surface water to many of the irrigated plantations. 
On Hawaii and on Maui the results of the dying 
of wooded areas are plainly noticeable. Ditches 
carrying water from the mountains run ful an 
empty over very short intervals, whereas several 
years ago the fluctuations of these streams were but 
gradual, even over long periods of drought and 
rainfall. Another ten years, unless something de 
finite is done immediately, may ^jd many of Ha- 
waii’s plantations short of water, both surface and 
artesian. The marvellous yields of cane ™ _
are primarily due to the wonderful flows
water which are found on the lee of ?’
but that the destruction of the forests wfll ulte- 
cately affect this artesian flow there is no' doub». 
There is a solution for a labour problem but there 
is no solution for the ever-decreasing forest areas 
save that of a vigorous tree-planting campaign m 

the foothills.”

SUGAR IN GREENOCK.
The Evils of State Control.

The Convener of the Sugar Section of the 
Greenock Chamber of Commerce contributes the 
following summary regarding the sugar situation to 
the report of the directors for 1921 :—
“In the month of February last year, the sugar 

industry was, to a large extent, released from the 
Government control wffiich had existed continu­
ously since August, 1914, and at the end of 
September complete emancipation took place. The 
restoration of the trade into private hands is, of 
course, welcomed in sugar refining as in other in­
dustries, but satisfaction is tempered by the fact 
that the transfer has taken place during a period 
of rapidly falling prices. For Cuba Centrifugals 
which were worth 20/- per cwt. in September, the 
price at the end of the year is 10/6 per cwt. Tak­
ing freight and exchange into account, the latter 
price is under the pre-war average value, and also, 
no doubt, under the cost of production, so that 
the New Year commences with a limitation in the 
range of further possible declines.
“The meltings for 1921 in the Clyde Refineries 

have been 182,878 tons as against 216,907 tong in 
1920, and 259,642 tons in 1919. There are many 
reasons to account for this somewhat serious falling 
off. During the period a disappointing trade de­
mand was experienced, coupled with increased im­
portation of American and Canadian granulated, 
but the most serious cause was undoubtedly the 
stoppage of refineries owing to the coal strike. In­
vestigations were made with the view to adapting 
furnaces for the burning of oil, but obstacles in the 
way of transporting the fuel from the nearest depot 
proved insuperable, and a lengthy stoppage of 
work ensued. The difficulty of obtaining supplies 
of raw sugar was another contributory cause. It 
would have been natural to suppose that holders 
of the vast quantities of raw sugar in existence in 
Cuba would have been glad to send their goods to 
a market ready to buy them, but this was not the 
policy pursued by the Cuban Selling Committee, 
and the curious situation developed that, while 
stores in Cuba were filled with unsold stocks of 
old crop, and a new crop was commencing, re­
fineries in this country were from time to time at 
a standstill, or working a short melt. * The Cuban 
Committee has now been dissolved, its efforts hav­
ing met the usual fate of attempts to interfere with 
the play of natural laws, and more healthy market 
conditions are likely to result.

During the latter part of the year, Greenock, 
in common with other British refining centres, has 
experienced a serious amount of competition from 
America. Throughout the control period, consider­
able quantities of American refined were imported 
by the Royal Commission, but the persistent export 
of refined from America during recent months is 
a new feature which must be taken seriously by 
the British trade. This development is probably 
the result of the treatment American refiners re­
ceived from their Government during the war, 
which appears to have been generous as compared
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with that aQcorded to the British industry, and 
it would be easy to show how heavily British re­
finers are handicapped in consequence. The 
situation as it is, however, must be faced, and it 
is quite certain that if Greenock is to maintain its 
position as a refining centre, the present cost of 
working must be materially reduced. Information 
has just been received that American refiners have 
undertaken to refine a quarter of a million tons of 
sugar for export to Europe on account of Cuban 
planters at a rate which it is safe to say no 
Greenock refiner could accept, with costs as they 
are at present. To meet this threatened invasion, 
an important reduction in expenses is urgently 
necessary, and the adjustment should be made 
quickly before the invaders have had time to en­
trench themselves too securely. There is plenty 
of room for such an adjustment, still leaving costs 
per ton at a higher ratio to those of 1914 than the 
present cost of living bears to the cost of living of 
that period. Co-operation and sacrifice on the part 
of everyone concerned will be required if Greenock 
is to emerge successfully from the struggle. There 
is no doubt that 1922 will be a testing year.”

■................. ..................

BEET AND THE EXCISE DUTY.

The Committee of the British Sugar Beet 
Growers’ Society, Ltd., make an important de­
claration 6f policy in their report for the year ended 
September 30th last. They state that they have 
considered very carefully the question of the effect 
of the present Excise Duty upon sugar during the 
initial stages of the home industry, and have re­
solved as fellows

Having regard to (a) the very great benefits 
destined to akerite to agricultural production in the 
United Kingdom from the introduction on an 
extended scale of sugar beet cultivation; (b) the 
urgent need for, as far as possible, limiting this 
country’s commitments to purchase indispensable 
commodities from foreign countries; (c) the excep­
tional disabilities under which anew industry must 
almost inevitably suffer during the period of its 
establishment, this being especially the case at a 
time of general industrial dislocation, resulting in 
a very marked disparity between costs of produc­
tion and prevailing market prices for commodities. 
It is resolved that :—

(1) Representations shall at once be made to His 
Majesty’s Government advocating the remission 
of the Excise Duty upon sugar produced from 
beet grown in this country until the industry is 
firmly established. J

(2) That the industry be considered to be firmly 
established when the production is reached of 
50,000 (fifty thousand) tons of sugar per annum 
as laid down by the deputation to the Colonial 
Office introduced by the Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes 
on June 21st, 1916.

(3) That the Minister of Agriculture be asked to 
receive a deputation from, the Society to present 
the case for such remission of duty.

THE GUARANTEED PREFERENCE.

Is it to be rate or value I

Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., and his party left 
Trinidad for Dover on board the s.s Oranje Nassau 
yesterday. They had intended to return in the 
Ingoma, but owing to some uncertainty as to the 
date of the sailing of that vessel, they were com­
pelled to alter their plans.

From Mr. Edward Wood’s remarks at a meet ng 
of the Barbados Chamber of Commerce at Bridge­
town on January 16th, it would appear that the 
door is still open to the possibility of the mainten­
ance of the present value of the tariff preference in 
the United Kingdom.

Responding to an able speech by Mr. II. B. G. 
Austin, who urged that the preference on 96° sugar 
might not be reduced below its present figure for 
a definite series of years, Mr. Wood foreshadowed 
the announcement which he made some days later 
in Trinidad to the effect that the British Govern­
ment had decided to guarantee the existing rate of 
tariff preference for ten years.

Proceeding, he said, “I am not so sanguine at 
present (the italics are ours) about the possibility 
of being able to say the same with regard to the 
securing for that period of ten years ol the actual 
amount of the preference.” There were difficulties 
in the way of that, and it was not his business, nor 
was he competent, to say whether they ought to be 
final. The first arose from the general financial 
position of the United Kingdom. Assuming that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer should say, “We 
will give you not only the same proportion of what­
ever duty we may levy—namely, one-sixth—for 
that period of ten years, but the same £3 15s. per 
ton; we will give you the same actual preference 
per ton whatever our duties are in England,” what 
effect did that have on those at home ? It really 
had this effect : As long as the sugar duties were 
above the actual rate of the preference he was 
making a present to the West Indies at the expense 
of the British taxpayer, because the British tax­
payer had obviously got to make up the difference. 
The second difficulty was this : If he had to tie him­
self or his successors to making permanent the 
actual amount of £8 15s. per ton, that obviously 
precluded him or his successors from lowering the 
duties below that figure. There was another diffi­
culty. The Chancellor of the Exchequer would feel 
that if in place of the principle of maintaining the 
proportionate preference of one-sixth he were to 
substitute the principle of maintaining the actual 
preference, he would be met with a similar request 
^om every other colony, which would place him and 

a very difficult position.
I am not,” continued Mr. Wood, “as I have 

said, competent to express an opinion on those diffi­
culties, but I certainly hope with you that they 
may be found not to be insuperable. I want to 
speak to you perfectly frankly, and by the way the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer talked, I do not wish 
o hold out to you any suggestion of a permanent 

of £3 15s. per ton being maintained. 1 
shall certainly do my best, after I have had the 
opportunity of receiving your representations, Sir,
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and the representations that will no doubt be forth­
coming from other colonies, to put your case as 
strongly as I can to the Secretary of State and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. And I would be very 
grateful, Sir, if, before I leave the West Indies, you 
should think it fit, together with those who advise 
you, to let me have on paper your case developed 
on that point of the United Kingdom retaining on 
a permanent basis the actual amount of the pre­
ference. If you do that, I will certainly undertake 
to consider it carefully and to see that it is properly 
represented at home.”

In two recent 
Circulars,* illus­
trations of impres­
sions of old seals of 
the Bahamas and 
Barbados in the 
Bodleian Library 
at Oxford were 
given. To these it 
is now possible to 
add a reproduction 
of an impression of 
an old seal of 
Jamaica of the 
reign of George II. 
(1727-1760). Mr. 
Frank Cundall re­
cords in his de­
lightful book, 
“ H i s t o r i c 
Jamaica,” that the 
earliest reference 
to the seal of the 
island is contained 
in “ The State of 
Jamaica under Sir 
Thomas Lynch, 
1683,” printed in 
the Laws of 
Jamaica in the fol­
lowing year. It is 
as follows : “The 
King has likewise 
honoured this
Island with Arms and with a publick Broad Seal; 
and on one side of it his Majesty is seated on his 
Throne, with two Indians on their knees, present­
ing him Fruits, and two Cherubims aloft, supporting 
a Canopy; underneath his Feet, this Motto : Duro 
de Cortice fructus quant Dulces.^ . ... On 
the other side is an Escutcheon, bearing a Cross 
charged with five Pines; two Indians for the Sup­
porters, and for the Crest an Alligator. . • • 
The Motto underneath the Escutcheon is, Indus 
Uterq : serviet uni.^ All this, as I have heard, was 
designed by the present Lord Archb shop of 
Canterbury, in the year 1661, and the Seal then 
delivered to Sir Charles Littleton, that came hither 
Chancellour, for the Chancellours always keep it, 
and with it Seal all Publick Grants, Commissions, 
Patents, &c.”________ ______ _______________

♦No. 607, January 5 and No. 608, January 19. 
tHow sweet the fruit the hard rind yields. 
¿The Indians twain shall serve one Lord.

COCO-NUTS IN MALAYA.

In his report for 1920, Mr. L. Lewton-Brain, 
formerly of the Imperial Department of Agricul­
ture, and now Director of Agriculture in the Straits 
Settlements and Federated Malay States, states 
that the fall in the price of rubber has caused the 
small holder to realise the value of his coco-nuts 
in supplementing his income, especially as the price 
of coco-nut products has remained firm for a longer 
period than has that of rubber. Considerable 
attention was directed to the clearing up of native 
coco-nut holdings, but in the latter part of the 

year the general 
condition of hold­
ings tended to de­
teriorate, as natives 
were compelled in 
cases to leave their 
holdings in order 
to seek employ­
ment.

Work was com­
menced on indi­
vidual tree selec­
tion for particular 
vegetative and 
fruiting character­
istics on the Go­
vernment experi­
mental coco-nut 
plantation a t 
Sapintas. Yield 
tests are also being 
carried out on a 
large coco-nut es­
tate with a view of 
finding the heavy 
yi elders.

Special attention 
was given last year 
to investigation in 
fungoid diseases 
and plant pests. 
The myco’ogist has 
proved by inocula­
tion that the in­

troduction of any organism capable of vigorous 
growth on coco-nut bud tissues will cause symp­
toms previously considered typical of bud rot (that 
is, killing and falling over of central leaves) if 
introduced into the bud direct. Seven different 
cultures were employed—three bacteria, one a mix­
ture of bacteria and three fungi. Successful inocu­
lations were obtained in each case. The conclu­
sion would appear to be—and this is supported by 
general experience in the Malay Peninsula—that 
epidemics of bud rot are unlikely to occur in Malaya 
unless there is some contributory factor other than 
fungus or bacterium affecting the rate of spread. 
Other mycological investigations on coco-nuts in­
cluded stem bleeding, transverse leaf break and 
nut drop of coco-nuts.

Miss Edie Harragin, of Trinidad, who made her 
début on the concert p'atform at the Aeolian Ha 11 
last year, will appear there again on March 14th.
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TOLL FOR THE . . . . TRINIDAD’S TRADE.

A S.R.C. Scheme in Jeopardy. Annual Report for 1920.

Mr. H. A. Himely, of Cuba, reported on January 
14th that under the name of the Sugar Export Com­
pany, the tolling proposition for old crop Cuban 
sugar was now in effect. The only refiners, how­
ever, reported as interested in it were the American 
Sugar Refining Co. and B. H. Howell, Son & Co. 
The original proposal for establishing a tolling 
arrangement for old crop Cuban sugar was rejected 
by the President early in December. Later in the 
month, however, a modified scheme was introduced 
whereby 500,000 tons of old crop Cuban sugar was 
to be admitted free of duty for refining and subse­
quent re-export. Mr. Himely now states that “the 
quantity has been reduced from 500,000 to 250,000 
tons, and the question of free entry seems to be in 
doubt. Mr. Fordney, whose name is now famous 
on account of his Bill which obliges Cuban sugar to 
pay increased duties, is said to be authority for the 
statement that free entry would be unconstitutional, 
and would meet with energetic opposition from the 
American Congress, insisting that this tolling pro­
position should be subject to the usual advance of 
duties on entering the United States, and the return 
of the usual drawback on being exported to 
Europe.”

It is understood that of the 250,000 tons of sugar, 
100,000.tons have now been disposed of.

A QUESTION OF QUALITY.

Ihe paramount importance of exporters main­
taining the quality of their produce to which atten­
tion has often been called in these columns is 
further exemplified by the following letter from a 
Canadian buyer of fancy molasses received by a 
firm of shippers in Bridgetown, and published in 
the Barbados Agricultural Reporter of December 
24th :—

“ In re ‘ Quality of Molasses,’ we have had a 
great many complaints about the quality of mo­
lasses, more than we have received for many years, 
and we want to impress upon you and the other 
shippers in Barbados the absolute need to ship 
molasses that is right in every way. If you do 
not give this your very careful attention it‘means 
the end of the molasses business. It is absolutely 
vital to your interest to have molasses that is satis­
factory, and the molasses that we have been get­
ting from your good selves has certainly not been 
right as far as quality is concerned. It is very 
thin, and very dark, and the flavour is not what 
it should be. These three qualities must be im- 
proved very considerably next year, or your island 
will be the sufferers in the long run. I do not 
think that we can emphasise this point too often. 
We have had so many complaints that we are 
rather tired of the whole situation, and we cannot 
emphasise too much the importance of shipping 
molasses that is right in every way.”

In his Annual General Report on Trinidad and 
Tobago for 1920, Mr. H. B. Walcott, Acting Colonial 
Secretary, states that the opening of the year found 
the Government in a sound financial position with a 
surplus amounting to ¿206,740. The revenue in 1920 
was ¿1,917,743, exceeding the preceding year’s 
figures by ¿574,859. Customs duties, which contri­
buted ¿638,098 to the above total, formed the largest 
item. The Income Tax (which is on incomes in excess 
of ¿500) realised ¿107,951. The total expenditure 
amounted to ¿1,652,597, being more by ¿343,190 than 
that for 1919. At the end of 1919, the Public Debt 
amounted to ¿2,208,593. During 1920, ¿830 was 
redeemed, but with the raising of the million pound 
loan to meet the cost of railways, roads and other 
public services, the total loan indebtedness was in­
creased to ¿3,207,763, against which there was an 
accumulated Sinking Fund of ¿407,394.

The total import trade amounted to ¿9,498,166, repre­
senting an increase of ¿3,280,932 on that of 1919. Of 
the above the entrepot shipments were valued at 
¿1,007,934. The share of the United Kingdom in the 
import trade, which in 1914 was 34.6 per cent., and 
had dropped in 1919 to 16.7 per cent., showed an up­
ward tendency, being 26.5 per cent, for the year under 
review. The total value of exports was ¿9,416,545, as 
compared with ¿7,256,594 in the preceding year. The 
following table gives the quantity and value of the 
principal products exported : —

£
Asphalt (including Manjak 113,697 tons 265,540
Bitters 65,064 gals. 65,061
Cacao ... 69.723,623 lbs. 3.536,830
Coconuts . 24.135,100 nuts ... 398,669
Copra ... 2,134 570 lbs. ... 42,351
Molasses ... 557,491 gals. ... 6(1. Hl
Rum 54.965 gals. 14,225
Sugar 4 7,967 tons ... 2,656,625
Petroleum, Crude ... 31,905.833 gals. ... 428,386
Petrol Spirit . ... 2,420,821 gals. 141,128
Refined Kerosene ... 1,927,520 gals. 87,269

As regards the direction of trade, the United King­
dom led with 43.9 per cent., the United States being 
second with 25.5 per cent., whilst Canada only took 
2.3 per cent.—a proportion which has doubtless been 
already increased as a result of the 1920 Trade Agree­
ment.

Dealing with the Colony’s agricultural industries, 
the report states that the stoppage of Indian immigra­
tion has helped to concentrate more attention on im- 
plemental tillage, and animal-drawn implements were 
used much more extensively both for preparing the 
land and cultivating the crop. Mosaic disease of the 
cane, so well spread in sugar countries, made its ap­
pearance but was proclaimed under the Plant Protec­
tion Ordinance and action promptly taken to prevent 
its spread. At the close of the year a special vote was 
granted to enable the Department of Agriculture to 
eradicate it as completely as possible during the dry- 
season of 1921. The amount of coconuts and their 
equivalent in copra exported represented about 
8,000,000 nuts on the previous year’s shipments. This 
was partly due to their being more largely used 
locally in view of the high cost of imported fats. New 
areas are being put under coconuts, and there is 
promise of a rapid increase in the output in the course 
of a few yrears. Mr. W. Nowell, the Assistant Director 
of Agriculture, has discovered that the so-called root
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disease, which has been a cause of loss in some dis­
tricts for many years, is due to a nemalode worm, and 
it may now be possible to discover some means of 
cure or prevention. The rubber exports (29,759 lbs.) 
showed a decrease of 11,280 lbs. over those of 1919. 
Most of it is now Hevea (Para) rubber. The leaf 
disease which has caused such havoc in the mainland, 
has not done serious damage in Trinidad. Fibre cul­
tivation for the manufacture of pulp for paper is likely 
to be a prominent feature amopg the coming agri­
cultural industries of the Colony. The poor crop of 
limes was due largely to attacks by the wither tip 
disease. The cultivation is, however, being extended, 
particularly in Tobago. The latter Island contiues 
to make rapid progress, the value of its agricultural 
exports to Trinidad in 1920 being ^147,572, more than 
ten times that of 1897. Live stock comes third in 
value in its list of exports.

The production of oil in 1920 was 72,905,947 gallons 
as compared with 6,000 gallons in 1912. Practically 
all the petroleum produced in Trinidad has been ob­
tained from strata of Tertiary age. The specific 
gravities of the crude oil vary on the different fields 
from an average of 0.9553 to 0.8015. At the end of 
1920 there were twenty-two companies actively en­
gaged in the exploitation of oil in the Colony, holding 
approximately 200,000 acres under lease and having 
a share capital of over £10,000,000. Wells drilled 
number over 520, of which 313 are on Crown Lands. 
It is computed that the industry provides employ­
ment for 5,000 men. The area of Crown Land remain­
ing unsold on December 31st was 596,222 acres, of 
which 16,946 are in Tobago, but a great deal of the 
above total is in forest reserve or under licence to 
oil companies.

The general health conditions of the Colony were 
exceptionally good. The continuation of the cam­
paign for the eradication of Hookworm, the anti­
malaria measures carried out in the rural districts, the 
successful treatment of yaws by salvarsan, and the 
good work done by the Tuberculosis Association and 
the Mothers’ and Infants’ Clinic all bearing fruit.

OBITUARY.
Dr. James Johnston.

We regret to state that Dr. James Johnston died 
at Brown’s Town, on November 25th, 1921, at the 
age of 67.

Dr. James Johnston was a man whose personality 
will be greatly missed. Born in Scotland, he gradu­
ated in medicine at the University of Edinburgh and 
went out to Jamaica forty-seven years ago, when 
on his way to South America for the benefit of his 
health. A revolution in that country induced him, 
however, to remain in Jamaica. Settling at St. Ann’s 
Bay, he represented the parish in the Legislature 
until the unofficials were placed in a minority during 
the governorship of Sir Augustus Hemming. At 
Brown’s Town he erected a Tabernacle and became the 
Founder and Pastor of the Evangelistic Mission in 
the island, by which his loss will be severely felt. An 
enthusiastic amateur photographer, the value of his 
work in this direction was recognised and encouraged 
by the late Sir Alfred Jones.

EXOTIC COTTON IN NIGERIA.

The purchases of cotton by the British Cotton 
Growing Association in the Northern Provinces 
last year amounted to 11,952 bales as compared 
with 5,801 bales for 1920, and 7,810 bales for 1919 
In the total for 1921, 6,871 bales of the Improved 
Exotic variety were included. This is regarded as 
a matter for satisfaction, since Exotic cotton com­
mands a ready sale in England, whereas there is 
much difficulty in disposing of native cotton.

The development of the production of Exotic 
cotton is shown by the following table of purchases

since 1914 :—
1914
1915
1916
1917

11 Bales.
24

121
433

1918
1919
1920
1921

855 Bales.
2,248
3,380
6,871

The following were the 
duced cacao imported into t e 30th*__

months ending November 80th 
1O1Q 1’* —I’ It/*!«

31 2^0 138 51,981,629 lbs. 
ri 9^177

the eleven

British West Indies
British West Africa
From all sour vs

29 299.081 
127,700.995 
346.796,778

51,360.17780,063,630 — 
325,344,642 293,407,8/9 „

Mr. Joseph Clitheroe Ford.
The Circular learns with regret that Mr. Joseph 

C. Ford has died at his residence, “ Boscobel,” 
Constant Spring Road, Jamaica.

Mr. Ford, who had been in failing health for some 
years, passed away on December 8th last. Born in 
1852, he was educated at Douai, in France, and Wol­
verhampton, where his family were concerned in the 
hardware business under the name of Ford Brothers. 
In the early seventies the firm opened a branch in 
Kingston at the corner of King and Harborn Streets, 
on the site now occupied by Messrs. David Henderson 
and Son. Mr. J. C. Ford went out to manage the 
business, which continued until the great fire of 1882, 
when it was closed. He subsequently became editor 
of The Gleaner, and, in 1889, secretary of the 
Jamaica Institute. He was one of the Commissioners, 
a'nd Special Commissioner for the Bahamas at the 
Jamaica International Exhibition held during the 
Governorship of Sir Henry Blake in 1891, and in the 
same year he was appointed Superintendent of the 
Government Printing Office, a position which he filled 
until his retirement in 1919. Gifted with literary 
ability, he was a contributor to several magazines, 
and was editor of The Jamaica Field. He also 
edited the Jamaica- Handbook from 1898 to 1919, 
latterly in conjunction with his successor at the Insti­
tute, Mr. Frank Cundall. Of an artistic temperament, 
he staged manv plays at the Kingston Theatre, in­
cluding several Gilbert and Sullivan successes. 
Socially, as an article in the daily which he once 
edited states, he was genial, affectionate, and attrac­
tive. He endeared himself to many admirers, his most 
distinguished characteristic being his gentleness. An 
intimate friend writes that he was a very great 
favourite in Jamaica, “ a fellow of infinite jest, of most 
excellent fancy.” He was married to Miss Carman, 
a Canadian, who survives him.

The subject of the sugar duties in the United 
Kingdom was dealt with at the new Confectionery 
Retailers’ Conference, held at Durham, at which 
the action of the Federated Confectioners’ Asso­
ciation of the United Kingdom in petitioning the 
Home Office for a reduction of the Sugar Tax was 
not supported, as a reduction in the price of boiied 
sweets would mean a reduction in the gross takings, 
without additional profits.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

The advantage of a sisal hemp industry is being 
recognised in Jamaica, where there are at present 
4,000 acres in cultivation, 3,000 of which are in 
the May Pen District, where there are also two 
factories for the production of the fibre. It is 
proposed, also, to establish factories for the manu­
facture of rope and twine, with the view of render­
ing the island independent of outside supplies of 
these articles.

* * *
The growing of windbreaks has been carried on 

for many years in Porto Rico in connection with 
citrus trees, and at present the tendency is to culti­
vate leguminous plants and trees for the purpose. 
Among quick-growing kinds, the pigeon pea, Agati 
grandiflora and Crotalaria juncea can be used as 
temporary windbreaks. Bamboo should be 
avoided for the purpose of permanent windbreaks, 
but bucare, guava, and guava trees are recom­
mended.

* * *
In 1916-17 an outbreak of pellagra occurred 

among Armenian refugees in Egypt, and the matter 
was investigated by Mr. R. G. White, and his re­
port published by the Egyptian Public Health De­
partment. The weight of evidence pointed directly 
to a faulty diet as being a causal factor in the out­
break, as on correcting the diet the pellagra was 
eradicated. The consumption of maize may, Mr. 
White considers, have been a factor in the causation 
of the outbreak, but only as far as it may have been 
responsible for some deficiency in the diet.

* * *
A sclerotinous disease of rice is described in the 

Journal of Agricultural Research (Vol. XXI., No
The appearance of small areas of blighted or 

dead seedlings is the first noticeable sign of the dis­
ease m the field. These areas tend to follow the 

xN° estimate of damage is known. It is 
stated that an apparently identical fungus was 
found growing on soy-bean plants at a neighbouring 
station farm where the soy-bean was being rotated 
with nee. If these are identical, there would be 
considerable danger m growing soy-beans as a rota- 
tion crop for rice.

* * *
In the raising of a horse the prime consideration 

Th? w-tT0™4 °f f°°^ re<IUIred to grow the colt. 
FZm’"Vlai With the kind and Quality 
of the feed used, and also with the kind of horse 
dealt with, heavy drafters consuming more food 
than do horses of a lighter type. According tn 
investigations conducted by Mr. M. W. Harper of 
LW"“1 Station atoehX the 

™d fi’ 11 ^Tuires 4,746 lbs. of grain 
\bK’ °f hay to grow a colt UP to the spring 

rf 1 -ro’ibs Th^“5 d of,an avera§e 
ot 1,270 lbs. This approximately is 2 tons 2 cwt 
of gram and 3 tons of hay.

* * *
Nitrate of ammonia is mostly used in the pre­

paration of explosives, and is usually prepared on

a commercial scale by neutralising the ammonia 
from cyanamide with nitric acid. A later de­
velopment is to dissolve ammonia in a solution of 
nitrate of ammonia, further neutralisation being 
effected by diluted nitric acid, a saving in the cost 
of manufacture being thus obtained. Experiments 
carried out in Scotland recently with the use of 
nitrate of ammonia as a manure show that the 
results obtained we^e at least equal to those from 
nitrate of soda, nitrate of lime, and sulphate of 
ammonia. Indeed, there was evidence to prove 
that they were better. The disadvantage in the 
use of nitrate of ammonia for manurial purposes is 
its deliquescence. Experiments are, however, 
being made with its admixture with other sub­
stances, whereby it is hoped that the difficulty 
will be overcome.

One of the most striking examples of the benefit 
of rapid and frequent means of transport, says Mr. 
Rush in Messrs. Elders and Fyffes’ Banana 
Budget, is that of the Canary Islands tomato busi­
ness. Within a space of ten days, and frequently 
only eight, tomatoes can be picked in the Canaries 
and put on the breakfast tables at home in a con­
dition equal to local grown fruit. For the most 
part, tomatoes in the Canaries are grown either by 
small holders or on what is known as the “halves” 
system, by which the owner of the land contri­
butes the land and water, and either half or all 
the guano, whilst the labourer supplies farm 
manure and does the work of cultivation. The 
proceeds of the crop are then divided between the 
owner and the labourer. This system has many 
advantages, for the work, being light, is usually 
done by the man’s wife and children, the man 
himself working on bananas and just putting in 
his Sundays or odd times on his tomato patch.

* * *
The value of tomato-seed cake as a food for live 

stock has been demonstrated by a series of experi­
ments recently conducted in the protein investi- 
gation laboratory of the Bureau of Chemistry. 
United .States Department of Agriculture. It has 
been previously estimated, says The Fertiliser and 

Journal^ bY tbe department that 
over 2,000 tons of tomato seeds are wasted an- 
nuaHy as a by-product in the manufacture of catsup 
a°d olher products by the tomato pulping plank 

, States- T»mato seeds contain, 
approximately, 22 per cent, of a valuable oil. The 

Q?‘Ch remalnsi after expelling the oil con- 
nutrif ^er eent.‘ °f Protein, which chemical and 
f?or’ exTenments have shown to be of high 
h A Y°Ung albinO rats fod ™ a diet 
smime of to“?to-seed .cake furnished the only 
ouate in nth em’ tbe having been made ade- 
essentia? reSPects bV the addition of other 
?ere enaWeTtry faCtOrS’ , °n this diet the rats 
that the nmt '° ^r?w at the normal rate, showing 
the amfno aoTS °f ‘^mato seed contain all of 
It wa“ X i a u“ J0 the Srowth of animals. 
cienZ amount 7 ?at Cake ™ntains a suffi­
cient amount of water soluble, or anti-beri, vita-
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 62.)

Prince’s Day in Barbados.
In the afternoon the Prince received the local 

veterans of the British West Indies Regiment, and 
congratulated them, to their evident delight, upon 
their prowess in France and Palestine; and then 
there was a garden party at Pilgrim, at which 
everybody who was anybody in official, parochial, 
mercantile and agricultural circles was present. 
The old house, residence of the Governors of 
Barbados since the second year of the reign of 
Queen Anne, when it was built for Sir Bevil 
Granville (who was very nearly assassinated 
whilst sitting at one of its windows), could never 
have looked down on a more animated scene. The 
ladies were attired in their smartest summer frocks, 
and as regards the men it was noticeable that the 
cult of the hideous black top hat was evidently 
on the wane in Barbados, as elsewhere.

After promenading the shady walks and lawns, 
which were so greatly improved during the régime 
of Sir Gilbert Carter, a landscape gardener of no 
mean ability, the company was drawn up in two 
lines. Then, so that all might see their Royal 
visitor, the Prince, now attired in mufti, and wear­
ing a large solar topee, walked slowly down to the 
end of the beautiful garden and back, accompanied 
by the Governor and Lady O’Brien, finally 
taking up his position in an enclosure, where the 
guests, who numbered from two to three hundred, 
were presented to him. Throughout the afternoon 
the proceedings were enlivened by the string band 
and pipers of II.M.S. Calcutta, whose anxiously 
awaited kilts had providentially arrived in the 
Renown. The pipers and their plaintive music 
naturally aroused much enthusiasm in an island 
where they are rarely heard. Indeed, they proved 
almost too much for that worthy son of Scotland, 
Mr. James J. Law, who was visibly moved by the 
skirl of his native instruments.

But the clou of this wonderful day was the Ball 
at the Public Buildings. No effort had been spared 
to make it the success it undoubtedly proved to be. 
The stately edifice was gaily decorated for the 
occasion, the trees in the garden separating the 
two blocks from each other being sprinkled wit 
red, white and blue electric lights which when 
viewed from the balcony, presented an enchanting 

SP^m nine o’clock onwards for nearly two hours 
an endless string of motor-cars, admirably con­
trolled by the police, deposited an

this was excusable, for Barbados had

been honoured by a visit offlc;al dinner at
Dancing began late f was antici_

Government House took long 

pated, and it was not until 10.30 that a burst of 
cheering heralded the arrival of the Prince. Then 
dancing began in earnest to the strains of the 
Calcutta’s band, which was perched up in a tem­
porary minstrels’ gallery, cunningly erected over 
the door. One-step, waltz and fox-trot succeeded 
one another with hardly a pause. The Prince 
danced with characteristic enthusiasm, choosing, 
among others, as his partners, Lady O’Brien’s 
charming little girls and the daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. S. Phillips and Mr. and Mrs. E. E. H. 
Thorne, who were the recipients of many congratu­
lations in consequence. The Barbadians danced 
with fervour, iand the English visitors, of whom 
quite a few were present, not to be outdone, did 
likewise. At times it was hardly possible to walk, 
much less dance, round the ball room; but for 
those whose dancing days were over, solace was 
provided in the Clerk of the House of Assembly’s 
office, where one of Greenidge’s satellites dispensed 
an inexhaustible supply of light refreshments. 
There the topic of conversation was the Prince’s 
tactful and emphatic pronouncement earlier in the 
evening that the King’s subjects, <e whether white 
or otherwise ” (that was the version we heard at 
the time), were 66 not for sale ”—an effective reply 
to some irresponsible politicians in America, and, 
to their shame be it said, a few Little Englanders 
in the Old Country, who had been trying to create 
an atmosphere in favour of Great Britain handing 
over her West Indian possessions to the United 
States in settlement of her war debts.

In due course an excellent supper was served in 
the Chamber of the Legislative Council. To this 
the writer was doing ample justice when the clock 
struck twelve. At that witching hour he was com­
pelled, like Cinderella, reluctantly to withdraw 
from the gay scene, having been ordered to report 
himself onboard the Calcutta at midnight. His ears 
were still ringing with such haunting melodies as 
“ Bubbles,” “ Beautiful Ohio,” 66 Tell Me,” and 
“ Peggy,” as with his gallant Admiral-host he 
made his way through the crowds (still waiting for 
a glimpse of their Prince) to the careenage, whence 
a launch took him over the placid waters of the 
Bay towards the beckoning lights of the Calcutta, 
which was to be his home for the next fortnight.

Prince’s day in Barbados will be spoken of for 
many years to come. In the West Indies the old- 
time custom of dating occurrences from some 
notable event—such as the abolition of slavery, 
the hurricane, and the fall of May Dust still pre­
vails, and it is very certain that “ the day the 
Prince came ” will be for Barbados one of the 
milestones on the dusty road of Time. It was 
certainly one of the greatest days m the history ot 
the Island 66 since Barbados became a world, as 
one ’Badian put it.

For long after March 26th the local Press dis­
cussed the Royal visit from every point of view, 
and the following alphabet, which appeared m the 
Barbados Advocate, struck me as having caught 
the atmosphere of that historic occasion to a nicety : 
a— Was the Arch which was built for the Prince;

Like a Phoenix it rose, and we’ve stared at it 
since.
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B— Were tlie ’Badians, black, white, and brown, 
Who combined for this once, just to honour the 

Crown.
C—For Calcutta, her match can’t be found, 

As escort she proved that she knew her way 
round.

D — Were the dances that H.R.H. had
With some of the pretty ones (weren’t the rest 

mad!).
E— Were the Equerries standing in rows, 

Greatly admired because of their clothes.
F - Were the flags (some were flown upside down), 

But one cannot have everything, even in Bridge­
town.

G - Was our Greenidge*—give nothing without him— 
Highly honoured by Princes, he’s a great air 

about him.
H —Was H.E. who gets cheers and applause 

For working so well in a right Royal cause.
I — For the Invites we all hoped to get;

Some got them, but others are waiting them yet.
J— Was for Jealousy, that green-eyed beast. 

He got there all right, 1 saw him at the feast.
K—Were the Kisses we’d all like to have given 

To someone whose name from my lips shan’t be 
riven.

L - Was the Loyalty rampant that day;
It’s here all the time, those who know always say.

M -Were the M.C.P.sj’ in their best clothes, 
So highly important, as everyone knows.

N—Stands for Noble,J of course he is that;
But I mean the Captain, and off goes my hat.

O —The Obeisance the ladies all made;
Let’s hope this will soon from my memory fade.

P— For Police—I heard something most strange.
What! No abuse afterwards ?—quite a nice 

change.
Q— For the Question we’ve heard ever since : 

“How many times did you speak to the Prince?” 
R— Well, I know you will all guess this letter— 

Renown! Yes, you’re right, and there isn’t a 
better.

S— Was the shaking of hands which the Prince did ; 
As I heard a Yank mutter : “ He surely is some 

kid! ”
T— For the Telephone rings day and night, 

“ Does anyone know if the Prince is in sight? ”
U— For the U.S.A., who got a slap—

“ No islands for sale in this part of the map ! ”
V Were the Volunteers, somehow one missed ’em;

What’s happened to Handcock ?§ He’d surely 
have cussed ’em.

W—For Wishes. Long Life and Good Luck
To the Prince, whom the ladies all vote as a 

“ duck.”
X For Expenses—the less said the better;

So hang ’em, as stupid things not worth a letter.
Y & I will leave these two letters alone;
Z— They might spoil my poem and ruin its tone.

Westward Ho! to Panama.
The next stage in my tour—the voyage from 

Barbados to Panama—was accomplished under the 
most pleasant auspices. The Calcutta was a

* The ubiquitous servitor of the Co’onial Secretariat, V.S^
T Members of the Colon al Parliament.
! Captain Percy Noble. C.V.O . R. .
§ Captain O T,. Hancock. Steffi Officer.

“ happy ship,’* and a following wind contributed 
greatly to our comfort as we raced over the spark­
ling waves of the Caribbean Sea in the wake of the 
Renown.

My first experience of life in one of His Majesty’s 
ships was gained in the destroyer Bat as the guest 
of Lieutenant, now Vice-Admiral Sir Roger, Keyes, 
of Zeebrugge fame, during the Naval Manœuvres 
of many years ago. Then, owing to the exigencies 
of space, my quarters consisted of a storeroom aft. 
Now, in the Calcutta, the captain’s suite was at my 
disposal, its rightful owner, Captain Percy Noble, 
sleeping in his sea cabin under the bridge, since we 
were escorting a Prince of the Blood.

The time passed all too quickly, for there was 
much to interest one in such new surroundings— 
the morning and evening quarters when (deck 
space being limited), at a sharp word of command 
“ Open ranks—march ” from the “ Soldier,”from “ Soldier,”the
Captain Williams, each of the scuttles of the 
Admiral’s cabin framed the ruddy face of a 
“Jolly,” an occasional gun drill, visits to the engine 
room (which was generally a prelude to a delightful 
splash in a huge sail bath, followed by a run round 
the quarter-deck), and to the bridge with its 
gyroscopic compasses, range finders and gadgets 
innumerable, a never-ending source of wonderment 
—all of which has been described to perfection by 
“ Bartimacus,” who was one of my shipmates.

Admiral Everett was also an excellent raconteur, 
and we had many serious talks on the West Indies 
and their problems, in which officers on the West 
Indies Station, who are occasionally summoned by 
an “ S.O.S.” to quell some foolish disturbance in 
the islands, take a far greater interest than is 
generally supposed.

The Southern Cross was fading away at the 
approach of dawn on Tuesday, March 30th, when 
we steamed in under the lee of the long breakwater 
which protects Limon Bay. There we lay for a 
time while compliments were paid to the flags of 
the United States of America and the Republic of 
Panama—the latter of which National emblems the 
Chief Yeoman of Signals, like Smee in “ Peter 
Pan,” had been diligently cutting out and stitca- 
ing together with a sewing machine overnight.

Me were still in a sea of muddy’ water. Away to 
port were the low buildings, wharves and cranes 
of Colon and its American suburb, Cristobal. These 
sister towns stand on Manzanillo Island, which those 
three intrepid pioneers, Aspinwall, Chauncev and 
Stevens linked with the mainland and the Pacific 
as far back as 1850, when the Isthmus was the un- 
heaithiest place in the world with its pestilent and 
reekmg swamps and myriads of mosquitoes.

efore us lay Panama, a country steeped in 
romance and awakening inevitably in the mind 
tales of fever and of disease, of treasure and of 
buccaneers and pirates weltering in blood, the 
terror of the Spaniards who were wont to carrv the 
riches of Peru from Panama on their mules through 

JUngle to the Eagres River, to be 
?°rto Bell° and Cartagena, where 

Spain d he S“'”8 °f the Flota to carr? if to

(To be continued.)
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JAMAICA GOVERNORS
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

IX. - Sir Header Molesworth.
{Continued from page 59.)

He told the Assembly a little later :—
“A great deal of time has fled away to no purpose, 

so I am resolved to consent to no more superfluous 
adjournment. You have passed a vote for raising the 
money, but have proposed no effectual way for raising 
it. You will find no plan so good as to secure our 
estates by our estates. It will be in the nature of 
insurance, and I reckon that what is now required of 
you does not exceed five shillings for every hundred 
pounds’ value of our real estates. So if you intend 
to raise the money, set about it heartily; if not, tell 
me, that I may know’ what to do. I have done my 
duty, and if you fail to do yours the opposers of it 
will be answerable fot any innocent blood that may be 
spilt on occasions that might have been prevented. I 
wash my hands of it;”

In August he wrote :—
“The Assembly having made some other proposals 

to raise the money, wherein they took care to save 
themselves, I told them plainly that I would agree to 
no other method but taxation of themselves, and 

.desired them to put it at once to the vote whether 
they would tax themselves or not. They agreed to 
do so, but only by the vote of the chairman; but 
next day, when the adverse party was strengthened 
by the votes of a member or two who had been 
sick on the previous day, they did all they could to 
confound that vote. When therefore it was put to 

till that be done.

the question, upon what the tax should be laid, the 
majority were for a tax on land, to be reckoned by the 
acre, hoping that, the method being so unfair, it would 
never pass. The difference in the value of land is so 
great that, while some is worth 20I. an acre, other is 
not worth half-a-crown. I prorogued them to the 
i6th September, giving time to those who live at the 
greatest distance to consider their interest, so that the 
business at the next meeting will be very short. I 
intend that they shall either raise the money on them­
selves bv some equal tax or leave all else undone, for 
I do not mean them to proceed either with Negro Bill, 
which is so necessary for them, or any other business, 
¿1; bv Two public and three private Acts
have been passed, which I shall probab.y send home 
by next ship.”

On dissolving the Assembly in September he 

said :—
"I had intended to sum up to you your whole pro­

ceedings up to this day, but your own minutes are 
sufficient to show my integrity towards you and your 
own unsteadv and double dealing. I shall only re- 
mind von that you have all of you acknowledged the 
necessity of raising the money required and voted 
that necessity unanimously, but have since 
cautious not to affect yourselves therewith that you 
have omitted nothing, however unreasonable, to eas 
vourselves therein, and would resolve upon nothin* 
that might burden yourselves. Yoit have been so 
fickle and inconstant that

one throne day and contradicted next so that
vour whole proceedings have been noth ng

fused medley of as at this

therefore, your whole aim seems to be to taKe 

little care of yourselves, but none of the poor people 
by whose labours and hazards you have so long slept 
in security, or of the generous persons 
tarily advanced money for your service.
King’s name dissolve you, and you are 
solved.”

In February, 1687, Molesworth 
Blathwayt :—

who volun- 
I do in the 
hereby dis-

wrote to

“On the 28th January, Captain Spragge returned 
to Port Royal having succeeded in the task that I as­
signed to him, with Captain Banister and three of his 
consorts hanging at his yardarm, a spectacle of great 
satisfaction to all good people and of terror to the 
favourers of pirates, the manner of his punishment 
being that which will most discourage others, which 
was the reason why I empowered Captain Spragge to 
inflict it. Banister seemed to have no small confi­
dence in his friends. I find from letters that he wrote 
to some of them that he intended to plead that he had 
been forced into all that he had done by the French. 
How far this would have prevailed with a Port Royal 
jury I know not, but I am glad that the case did not 
come before one. There are a dozen or so more of this 
gang under one Kelly, who are gone up the river 
Nicaragua, and are expected back at the Mosquitos. 
They will probably be seized by the Indians and sent 
here in one of our turtling sloops. The Indians owe 
a great reverence for the King of England, and would 
not help Captain Spragge until he had shown his 
orders and given them written directions how they 
were to act. Captain Spragge brought other prisoners 
with him, who have not yet been tried. One of 
Banister’s men was shot dead for refusing to surren­
der, and two boys who were with him, under com­
pulsion it seems, I have pardoned.”

In April, 1687, Molesworth wrote home that the 
Governor of Providence wished to be annexed to 
the Jamaica Government. He adds :—

“Should Providence be made a new settlement it 
may become very injurious to us, though less so if 
under our jurisdiction. I am told that there are about 
three hundred people dispersed among those islands 
who could all unite at Providence if the government 
were there settled.”
In the same letter he says

“Piracv has never received such checks as I have 
given it in the last few months, nor have we ever been 
so free as lately from such vermin.”

In September, John Williams (better known as 
Yankee) and Jacob Everson, two notorious pirates, 
offered to surrender themselves to the British Crown 
at Montego Bay, but they would not agree to all 
the terms, including the breaking up of their ships.

In December, one James Wall came as deputy 
(to Lord Rochester) as Postmaster of the Island, 
and at once commenced office by demanding 77d. 
for every letter brought by the ship m which he 

arrived 1 {To be continued.')

Mr Arthur W. Farquharson is expected to 
visit England shortly to confer with The West India 
Committee, the Royal Colonial Institute, and the 
British Empire Producers’ Organisation, regarding 
the position of the Jamaica sugar industry, which is 
regarded as serious in consequence of recent tariff 
legislation in the United States. After visiting Lon­
don Mr. Farquharson proposes to return by way of 
Canada, so that he may similarly have the oppor­
tunity of interviewing Canadian Munsters on the 

subject.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The 

giving
Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
items of news likely to prove of general interest to 

readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Dr. E. G. Pilgrim; St. Peter : Hon. C. P. Clarke, K.C. 
(Attorney-General) and Mr. J. D. Chandler; St. Lucy : 
Mr. H. W. Reece, K.C. (Solicitor-General) and Dr. 
W. H. B. Massiah; St. Joseph: Messrs. H. G. Year­
wood and G. C. Williams; St. Andrew : Messrs. E. I. 
Baeza and E. L. Skeete.

Barbados’ New Parliament.

The beginning of the New Year brought very little 
rain, and some fields have been observed starting to 
turn yellow. In the red and black soils the 1923 crop 
has been planted. A satisfactory crop of cotton, 
which is now being picked, is expected. At a meeting 
of the Agricultural Society on December 30th, Mr. W. 
A. Kirton took exception to a statement made by Mr. 
J. R. Bovell, the Director of Agriculture, to the effect 
that the cost of production of sugar in Barbados before 
the war was 2.58 dols. per 100 lbs., or 58 dols. per ton, 
against 22.35 dols. to 24.24 dols. in Cuba, says the 
Agricultural Reporter. Mr. Bovell having main­
tained that the figures given by him were correct, after 
a lively discussion the matter dropped. The follow­
ing sixteen members of the St. Michael’s Vestry have 
ben elected for the current year : Washington Harper, 
J. S. Maughn, J. Beckies, V. B. C. Hart, O. R. Gran­
num, C. H. Kinch, N. A. Bullen, W. C. Haynes, 
H. A. Smith, Dr. J. H. Dixon, L. S. Skinner, J. H. 
Murphy, W. Brandford, W. E. Reece, W. D. Bayley, 
and C. A. Brathwaite. Mr. V. Hanschell, Consul for 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Mexico, and Panama, has 
been elected Dean of the newly-formed Consular body, 
of which Mr. Watson, the United States Consul, is 
Honorary Secretary. Voting took place on January 
9th for two members to represent St. Michael’s Parish 
in the House of Assembly. Mr. G. Clyde Williams 
and Mi. Peter Patterson were elected, the unsuccess­
ful candidate being Mr. V. B. C. Hart. Mr. James 
Sanderson, the sheriff, announced that in view of his 
coming retirement this would be the last election at 
which he would preside. On the following day the 
Legislative Session was opened. In the course of his 
opening address the Governor deplored the present 
financial condition of the Colony, due partly to last 
season’s drought. A considerable deficit was antici­
pated at the close of the financial year, and it was 
calculated that at the end of March the Government 
would be indebted to the banks to the tune of £80,000. 
Of this £58,000 was attributable to sugar having been 
bought and sold retail to consumers at below market 
pnee. A proposition to stabilise the Colony’s finances 
would be put in front of the House, possibly taking- 
the form of a loan. Turning to the Income Tax Act 
which had been passed, His Excellency said that time 
had not permitted the passing of a Bill to settle the 
schedule or ratio of tax to be charged. The establish­
ment of the West Indian Agricultural College, which 
was now m actual existence as an organisation 
though not yet in operation as an educational centre’ 
was a real landmark in West Indian history. Its 
success, for which all heartily wished, would depend 
on the support and co-operation of all the West Indian 
colonies. On this support he felt sure the Governing 
Body could rely. 6

The following is the composition of the new House 
of Assembly :—City of Bridgetown : Messrs H B G 
Austin and C. W. Haynes; St. Michael : Messrs* G 
C. Williams and Peter Patterson; Christ Church • 
Hon. Sir Frederick James Clarke, K.C.M.G., and Mr 
£• S. Evelyn; St. George : Dr. N. L. Boxill and Mr.’ 
S. S. Robinson; St. Philip : Messrs. E. B. Skeete and 
H. A. Bovell; St. John : Mr. G. D. Pile and Dr. W. 
Bnggs Clarke; St. Thomas : Messrs. C. S Thorne 
and C. H. Wright; St. James : Mr. C. B. Austin and

The Hon. Edward Wood, Major Ormsby Gore, and 
Mr. R. A. Wiseman arrived at Bridgetown on Janu­
ary 13th in H.M.S. Valerian. The Standard mentions 
the following as being present at the Harbour to re­
ceive them : His Excellency the Governor, the heads 
of Government Departments, members of both Houses 
of the Legislature, members of the Vestry, and a few 
members of the Judiciary, the Consular body, Sir 
Francis Watts, K.C.M.G., Canon Dalton, D.D., Pro­
fessor D’Albuquerque, his Lordship the Bishop, Sir 
Herbert Greaves, Lieut.-Col. M. D. Harrel, Capt. 
H. B. Shepherd, W. Bowring, Lieut. Swinley, R.N., 
the Marquis of Salisbury, Lady Dorothy Wood, and 
Lady Ormsby Gore. The following day Major Wood 
met members of the Chamber of Commerce at the 
Commercial Hall, when he was addressed by Mr. H. 
B. G. Austin, President of the Chamber, who spoke 
on the state of the sugar industry and on the need for 
improved telegraphic and steamship communications, 
dealing also with the questions of currency and freight 
rates. The last subject was also referred to by Mr. 
V. Hanschell. On January 17th Major Wood and his 
party, accompanied by the Governor and his A.D.C., 
went on a tour round the island, visiting Turner Hall 
Wood, the British Union Oil Company’s works at 
Springfield and Bathsheba, St. John’s Church, Cod­
rington College, and Dodds and Summervale Govern­
ment Industrial School. On January 18th they left 
for Grenada.

British Guiana and Sir George Foster.

Mr. J. A . Fitzpatrick, writing on January 9th, states 
that the sugar industry is in a very depressed condi­
tion indeed, and it is expected that the announcement 
will shortly be made public of the liquidation of three 
of the smaller estates, to be followed possibly by other 
estates in the near future if early Government assist­
ance is not granted. A deputation laid the case of 
the Sugar Planters’ Association before the Governor, 
urging inter alia the “doubling of the preference” in 
the United Kingdom for five years. The flying boat

Chaguaramas,” piloted bv Major Cochran Patrick, 
met with a severe mishap on December 22nd, below 
the Kurupukari Falls. The accident was due to the 
seaplane striking a submerged rock whilst getting up 
flying speed, after descending to replenish petrol sup- 
P ^ir ^€O1Ke Foster left the Colony on January 

iW four-days’ visit. He expressed him seif 
as delighted at renewing his impressions of Demerara. 
—Claims amounting to 61,400 dols. have been filed as 
the result of the accident on the Demerara Railway on 
November 20th.—The death is recorded, after a week’s 
illness, of Mrs. Constance Smith, daughter of Mr. 
1. b. Cornish, consulting engineer to Booker Bros. & 
Co. 1 he Hon. M. Nascimento has been re-elected 
Muyor of Georgetown for 1922. Mr. J. B. Cassels, 

•7 f^’1 elected to membership of the Coun- 
nf Mr ? Chamb€r of Commerce, in place
M r tA’ B- Sherlock who has resigned. Canon A. 
M. B. Jemmott has resigned the living of St. Philip’s.

chaI^e of the Parish of St. pful, 
Colonv ?^ r Barbados. Canon Jemmott arrived in the 
S^beLn An alligator 6% feet long, and claimed
Cana! On old;has ^en captured in the Lamaha 
Canal. On its captor, Professor ” Pile, giving the
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cayman call, the beast swam towards him and was 
secured.

Dominica, seeking Defederation.

Leaving Antigua on January 4th, H.M.S. Valerian 
arrived at Roseau the next day, having sailed via 
Montserrat. Major Wood was met by His Honour the 
Administrator, who presented to him the members of 
the Legislative Council, heads of Departments and 
others. After Major Wood had inspected a guard of 
honour formed of members of the Police Force and 
the Defence Force, Mr. A. Welby Solomon read an 
address of welcome from the members of the Roseau 
Town Board. On January 5th the Under-Secretary of 
State was handed a petition praying the King for an 
emendation of the Island’s Constitution, and for sever­
ance from the Leeward Islands Confederacy. It was 
asked that the Legislative Council should be composed 
of the officer administering the Government as Presi­
dent, five official members, five nominated unofficial 
and five elected members, and that there should be a 
measure of representation on the Executive Council. 
Major Wood and his party paid a visit to the Imperial 
Road, and left the Island on the 8th.—The price 
quoted by Bath Estate for fresh lime juice is 56. per 
gallon, and limes at 3s. 4d. per barrel.—The death is 
announced in the Dominica Chronicle of Mr. C. A. 
Burton, the Provost Marshal.

Grenada Officials’ Salaries.
At a joint meeting of the Agricultural and Commer­

cial Society and of the St. Andrew’s Agricultural 
Association on December 14th, Mr. FI. A. Berkeley, 
O.B.E., presiding, the matters to be put before Mr. 
Wood on his visit to the island were settled, a com­
mittee consisting of Mr. T. A. Marryshow, Mr. H. 
Yearwood, and Mr. G. A. De Freitas being appointed 
to put the resolutions into shape. They included such 
questions as an Imperial loan, increase on the prefer­
ential rate on cacao granted by the mother country, 
reduction of the local export duty on cacao, and im­
proved steamship facilities.—The question of officials’ 
salaries provoked a stormy meeting of the Legislative 
Council on the discussion of the estimates. Mr. Har­
ford having moved that all salaries should be put back 
to the basis of 1914, Mr. De Freitas favoured taking 
off the increases on all salaries of over ¿300 by stages. 
Eventually, after a threat of resignation on the part 
of the unofficial members, the Governor agreed to send 
a telegram to the Secretary of State worded as fol­
lows : “ Owing to the present financial position of the 
Colonv retrenchment in expenditure is essential. Vn- 
official members unanimously urge saving of ¿1,600, 
to be effected by 12% per cent, reduction of additional 
salaries granted this year to officials over ¿300. While 
I am aware that cost of living to officials is still 33 
per cent, above pre-war days, and the reduction will 
be hard on them, at the same time I admit that some 
reduction is necessary, and suggest 10 per cent de­
crease.’’—Three new solicitors have been admitted to 
practice in the Colony, Mr. S. J. Barn, r' ' '
Payne, and Mr. John B. Renwick. Mr. Payne was 
chief clerk of the late Hon. W. S. Commissiong. Mr. 
J. B. Renwick is brother of Mr. C. F. I •
The death is recorded in the West Indian of• ^ssW. 
L. Commissiong, eldest daughter of the late Hon.

W. S. Commissiong.

Jamaica’s Preferential Tariff.
The total rainfall for last year was W the 

average for 11 years being 33-591n- P P 

reason for calling together the Legislative Council, 
which met in special session on December 6th and 
adjourned sine die on the 9th, was to pass a Bill pro­
viding for a preference on importations from Canada, 
as promised under the Canada-West Indies Trade 
Agreement. The Bill in the form presented, however, 
met with a great deal of adverse criticism, and was 
rejected on the second reading, a resolution being 
carried unanimously to the effect that the withdrawal 
of the Bill was due to shortcomings in the Bill itself, 
and the promise was made that a. revised Bill giving 
effect to Canadian Preference would be introduced 
through the Council at an early date.—A proposal to 
abolish the Kingston City Council, the St. Andrew 
Parochial Board, and the Kingston General Commis­
sioners, and establish in their place a Municipal Cor­
poration for Kingston and St. Andrew was also 
brought forward, and a law to bring this into effect 
introduced. A scheme, in some form or other, for 
amalgamating Kingston and a portion, if not all, of 
the Parish of St. Andrew, is likely to be carried 
through eventually.—The financial position of the 
Island is giving a great deal of concern, and the fram­
ing of the 1922-23 Budget is likely to be a difficult 
matter. It is rumoured that, after making prelimin­
ary cuts in every possible department, there is likely 
to be a deficit of ¿158,000. Official figures are not yet 
available, but it is evident that, owing principally to 
the position of the sugar industry, the revenue will 
be very much smaller than usual.—The death occurred 
on the 8th of Mr. J. C. Ford, late Superintendent of 
the Jamaica Government Printing Office.—Mr. James 
Hutchinson has been lately in charge of the local office 
of the West India Electric Co., of which he is presi­
dent, during the absence on leave of Mr. D. N. Barr, 
the manager.—Lady Cordeaux, wife of the Governor 
of the Bahamas, has been making a stay in the island.

Mr. Edward Wood in St. Kitts.
Mr. E. J. Shelford, writing on January 6th, states 

that the Hon. Edward Wood, Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, arrived in St. Kitts on December 30th 
on H.M.S. Valerian from Jamaica. On the following 
day at the Administrator’s Office deputations were re­
ceived representing (1) the St. Kitts-Nevis Universal 
Benevolent Association ; (2) the St. Kitts Representa­
tive Government Association ; (3) inhabitants of
Nevis; (4) the Agricultural and Commercial Society, 
the deputation in this case consisting of the five un­
official members of the Legislative Council. Some 
disappointment was expressed that these interviews 
were not thrown open to the general public. The re­
forms uro-ed by the Agricultural and Commercial So­
ciety included the following : Separation of the Pre­
sidency of St. Kitts-Nevis from the Leeward Islands 
Confederation; modification of the use of the casting 
vote of the President of the Legislative Council, espe­
cially in matters affecting expenditure of public 
money; more local representation by increasing the 
number of officials and unofficials by two in the Legis­
lative Council ; reduction of expenditure by the amal- 
o-amation or abolition of public offices when oppor­
tunity offers ; larger and more permanent preference 
on colonial sugars should be granted by Great Britain 
say on the lines of the Canadian agreement ; ^ncml 
assistance to agriculture by means of the establish­
ment of an agricultural bank. Provided that relief 
were granted in respect of the first two of these;rep> - 
mutations the Society was of opinion that the Iran 
X"s not essential for the progress of the colony 
at the present time. The question of a marl service
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was not brought up, on the ground of the expenditure 
required.—The Canadian Squadron, consisting of 
H.M.C.S. Aurora, Patriot, and Patrician, paid a 
further visit to the Presidency from December 30th to 
January 3rd, and the “ At Home ” and Dance given 
by His Honour the Administrator and Mrs. Burdon 
at Government House in honour of the occasion were 
much appreciated—Mrs. J. R. Yearwood, of Belle Vue 
Estate, died on January 6th, after a long illness. 
Canadian born, Mrs. Yearwood had made many 
friends during her life in the island, and was highly 
esteemed by all.—General satisfaction is expressed at 
the appointment of Mr. D. H. Semper to the Magi­
stracy of District C.

Mr. Wood in St. Vincent.
Mr. Percy W. Verrail, writing on January 14th, 

says The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, accompanied by the Hon. W. Ormsby- 
Gore and Mr. R. A. Wiseman, arrived in St. Vincent 
on January nth, in H.M.S. Valerian. His Honour R. 
Popham Lobb, C.M.G., Administrator, went on board 
to receive the distinguished visitors, who landed at 
about 9.30 a.m. Gathered on the jetty were the 
honourable members of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils, heads of Departments of the Government 
service, and although the hour was an early one, a 
great many of the leading citizens and representatives 
of the general public, who accorded the visitors a very 
hearty reception. The jetty and buildings in 
Kingstown were gaily beflagged, as was also 
the route to Government House, to which Major 
Wood drove, after introductions had taken place. 
The next day (Thursday) Major Wood gave 
private interviews to the following deputations : 
the Citizens Committee; Interim Committee of Man­
agement of St. Vincent Chamber of Commerce and 
Agriculture; Committee of Estate Owners; Directors 
of the St. Vincent Agricultural Credit and Loan Bank. 
Ar mentiolled endeavoured to impress on Major 
Wood the desirability of loans to peasants, and exten­
sion of the peasant proprietary system. The Citizens 
Committee presented Major Wood with an illuminated 
address m the form of a scroll, which bore at the 
head the arms of St. Vincent, on the right hand side 
a view of Fort Duyernette, and on the left the Car­
negie Library, whilst along the bottom was neatly 
executed a portion of the coastline of St. Vincent 
showing Fort Charlotte and the harbour entrance the 
handiwork of Miss M. Richards, and the souvenir was 
FSL*1 On January fifty gentlemen sat 
d°wn to a luncheon prepared in honour of the visitors 
and the yen. Archdeacon Caspar Downie proposed th^ 
health of Major Wood, Mr. Ormsby-Gore, and Mr 
Wiseman in a very interesting manner. Major Wood 
m reply expressed his satisfaction at beino- able to 
make the visit with his colleagues and obtain first­
hand information from the West Indies, and stated 
that such a tour must be productive of good for they 
would see and meet men who would express opinions 
and form deputations, so that when matters pertain­
ing thereto were brought up in the Colonial Office 
they (the visitors) would be able to say “ we have 
met and know those men, and what they stand for is 
good, and you will not go far wrong if you support 
anything backed by them.” He counselled his 
hearers not to expect Utopia the day after to-morrow 
as a result of their visit. After the luncheon the visi­
tors went for a drive in the country, where at differ­
ent points Major Wood had other addresses presented 
to him, and had to make unexpected replies. Thanks 
are due to Mr. C. E. F. Richards, chairman of the 
Citizens Committee, who was tireless in his efforts

to make satisfactory arrangements for the proper re­
ception of the party. After dinner at Government 
House, the Valerian sailed at midnight for Barbados, 
and the visit of the Under-Secretary of State, which 
will be long remembered by the loyal inhabitants of 
this colony, was brought to an end.

Tobago and the New Governor.
Writing on 12th January, Mr. Robert S. Reid 

states that the Tobago Planters Association have ar­
ranged for a deputation to wait on Mr. Wood in 
Trinidad, as there is little prospect of his coining to 
Tobago. They will meet the new Governor at the 
same time, and will do their utmost to arouse his 
interest in the Island.—The cool sunshine of the dry 
season is now being experienced, and in some cool 
inland valleys the thermometer stands not much 
higher than 60 at night time, and rugs and blankets 
are in demand.—Work has fairly started for the new 
year, but one hears of reduced pay and rigid econo­
mies in the labour list on account of the low prices 
for produce. The workers are encouraged to cultivate 
their provision gardens, which most estates provide, 
and there need be no actual hardship to the industries,’ 
but one would like to see a trade revival and peaceful 
times the world over.

Trinidad and The Hague Rules.
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn, writing on 17th January, 

states that the Attorney-General, accompanied by Mrs. 
Warner, left for the Continent by the Stuyvesant ou 
3rd January, on six months vacation leave. Sir 
George Foster, ex-Minister of Trade and Commerce iu 
the Canadian Government, was welcomed by the 
Trinidad Chamber of Commerce at a special meeting 
held on the 9th January. Sir George, who has visited 
the West Indies before, gave an interesting address in 
which he strongly maintained that existing facts and 
circumstances gave assurance of a revival of trade 
generally, and especially of large development of com­
merce between Canada and the West Indies.—On the 
12th January, at an ordinary general meeting, the 
Chamber of Commerce considered the matter of pilfer­
age of cargo in transit by sea, and approved of The

Rulefi 1921 ’ The Committee informed the 
Chamber of the arrangements it was proposed to make 
for the entertainment of the delegates to the meeting 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce to be held 
here this month.—On 13th January, the Legislative 
Council repealed the ordinance recently passed esffi- 
lishing a moratorium for mortgages on plantations, 

which is designed to give similar 
protection to mortgagors without dealing quite so 
drastically with the rights of mortgagees —On 14th 
WBso^’r^ GoXenior, Colonel Sir Samuel 
F1der<? x C.B., C.M.G., arrived by the
peters & Fyffes steamer Coronado, landing at 10' a.m. 
thZ elg Govermnent officials and bv
of wdX °f 1?^ °f Spa1“’ who Presented an address 
of wL« ^^’«spectmg the Constabulary Guard 
How q°tr’A H!S ^^cy drove to Government 
of S’ W5er? they were received bv Guards
I adv W^^ B°y ScoUts and Girl Guides.
Lady Wilson and Miss Wilson were presented with

',V"C insula. PSvX the
Eraser, daughters of the Hon. Alexander

the^ ^h..addr“ses from the Unofficial M^b^rFS 
the Legislative Council, the Chamber of Commerce 
^n'lmich^H The weather has
been much drier and cooler since the beginning of the
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders <& Fyffes Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth in s.s. Chanquinola, 
February, 7th

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
bailings to West Indies, from Dover in s.s. Stuyvesant, 

February 11th : —

Mr. N. A. Bertram
Mr. J. Hilton Crowther
Mr. C. Dewhurst
Rev. R. N. Dickson

Miss M. E. Hardy 
Mr. Neil Kenyon 
Mrs. W. M. Prouse 
Miss E. Picton

Turbervili. O.B.E.

Mr. M. Wolryche
Whitmore

Mrs. M. Wolryche
Whitmore

Lady Brisco 
Mr. A. Emlyn 
Sir H. M. & Lady

Fitz-Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. J. Genth 
Mr. J. A. Goodwin 
Mr. W. E. Goodwin

Mlle. G. Hiton
Mr. Jennings
Mr. G. L. Matthews
Mr. A. Mustard
Miss J. M. Price
Mr. & The Misses (2)

Rooke

Mr. J. A. M. Scobie
Mr. W. Sanmiguel
Mr. Verin
Mr. & Mrs. A. E.

Wallenberg
Mr. P. Williams

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Van Rensselaer 
Plymouth, January 31st :—

Home arrivals from Jamaica in s.s. Coronado, Avonmouth, 
February 6th :—

Mr. M. Alexis
Mr. A. Bizell
Mr. H. C. Chandler
Miss Linda Corea

Mr. A. Emlyn
Mr. J. A. Goodwin 
Mrs. S. E. Harding 
Miss A. Jeffers 
Mr. James Letcher

Mr. H. Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley 
Mr. D. A. Sutherland 
Mr. M. A. Tink

Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Allen 
Miss M. E. Allen 
Admiral Sir. Lewis

Bayly, K.C.B., 
K.C.M.G., C.V.O. 

Mrs. C. Coles & son 
Mr. V. Crai?

Mr. & The Hon. Mrs.
H. C. M. Daniell 

Mr. T. H. Davies-
Colley

Miss D. E. Dymott 
Miss Z. E. Facey

Mr. E. Hancock
Miss A. M. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R.

Thonger
Miss M. A. Voysey 
Mr. J. H. Warren 
MissC. Whitehead

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Specialist, 
February 4th :—
Miss E. H. Burt 
Mr. & Mrs. R. V. Butt 
Mr. R. A. Davidson

Mrs. Delany
Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Rev. & Mrs. W. G.

Kimber

Miss O. E. Rose 
Mr. P. S. Stoby 
Mr. R. G. Taylor

Home arrivals 
January 24th :— 
Dr. J. Anderson 
Mr. F. Alcock 
Mr. H. G. L. Bond 
Mr. A. E. Bratt 
Mr. & Mrs. Dakyns 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Dunlop 
Archdeacon Farquhar 
Mr. A. Gee 
Mr. H. C. Gee

from West Indies, in s.s. Intaba, London,

To From Packet Sailing
Jamaica . Liverpool ...Napierian .. Feb. 18
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Manzanares „ 20
West Indies . London ... Intaba .. 24
B’dos & T’dad.. . Liverpool ... Asian „ 25
B’dos, T’dad &
D’ara Dover Van Rensselaer. .. „ 25
Jamaica Bristol ... Patuca •• „ 27
Jamaica . Bristol ... Camito „ 27

Miss E. H. Gravely 
Mr. H. S. Hutson 
Mr. Johnson & son 
Mrs. E. E. Johnston 
Mr. W. Mackay 
Mrs. Macpherson 
Mr. A. Me Ewan 
Mr. P. G. Noott 
Major W. P. Pigott

Mrs. Plumer & fam.
Mr. J. A. Robotham
Mr. S. St. Clair

Springer
Miss M. L. Sparway
Mr. R. Strang
Major & Mrs. Walde­

grave & !am.
Mrs. J. L. E. Wilson

T'dad D’ara &
St. Lucia . St. Nazaire
West Indies . New York
B’mas, J’aca & 
B. H’das . Halifax
West Indies . Halifax
Bahamas . New York
Cruise . New York

. Puerto Rico ...Feb. 22
.. Maraval ... Mar. 14

.. Canadian Forester „ 17
. Chignecto ... ,, 17
.. Orizaba ... „ 18
. Megantic ... „ 18

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various 

dates, have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

1 Anti­
gua.
To

Nov. 3(

Bar­
bados.

To 
Dec. 31

British 
Guiana 

To
Dec. 22

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
Dec. 31

Domi­
nica
To

Nov. 30

Grenada 
To

Nov. 30

Jamaica.
To 

Dec. 31

Mont­
serrat.

To 
Oct. 31

St. 
Lucia.

To 
Dec. 31

| St. Kitts 
i Nevis.

To 
Dec. 31 

- ■■

St. .
Vincent. 

To 
Sept. 30

Trinidad 
To

Dec. 31

Arrowroot ............................. lbs.
Asphalt ... ............................ tons
Balata ............... ... ... lbs.
Bananas............................. bchs.
Bauxite ........................... • tons.
Bitters ............................................. galls.
Cacao ................ ••• lbs.
Cassava Starch ... lbs
Coco-nuts ... ... • ■ No.
Coffee ... ............................ lbs.
Copra ................ ... ... lbs.
Cotton. M. Galante ................ lbs.
Cotton. Sea Island ................ lbs.
Cottonseed ................ - lbs.
Diamonds  carats
Dyewoods ... ... tons
Ginger ................   lbs.
Gold   ozs.
Ground Nuts ................ ... lbs.
Honey ................   lbs.
Lime Juice (raw) ... galls.

.. .. (conctd.) ... ••• .»
oil......................................................

Lime (citrate of) ................ lbs-
Logwood ... ................ t«?115
Lumber................   *eet
Mahogany .............................. . ••
Manjak ... ... —
Molasses......................................... ^?"‘s
Oranges................ ................
Essential Oils............................ *bs-
Petroleum ................. «a',s-
Pimenio............................. ••• lbs.
Rice ..............   lbs. '
Rubber .......................................... ’bs.
Rum  galls. |
•Shingles ... No. j
Sugar ... ... .. tons i
Timber ... ■■■ ...cub.ft. j

90,750

560
320

107,300
7.000

10,415

92.481

109
4191,471

25.858

26.346

1.269.150

12,384

2,735.179 
323,360
87,751

95,317

10,114

49,161

160,522

204

6,336,327
1.680 

2,081,125 
1,826,300

101.317
121,689

62,898

7,259,306

199,137

2,576

760

8,005,444

69,172

1.008 ।

2,544

704,062

274,596
497

2,250

3,306 
100,750 
202,600

7.475 
999,488

164 861

236,520
2,998

81,064

155,946

9,707,712

9,964
212

17,752
328,720

711,312

?28

200

1,900
9,235

150

15,053
2,089

199,546

851

90
1,450 ;

9,949,460

8,108,800

23,423,135 
7,627,424 
1,570,262

4,605
1,298,192

930,678

20,582,480

8.602,608

956,244

28,729 !

125
358

392,035
645,120

55,753

49,773

864

500

22

2,616

1,384,867

171,660

33,479

5,599
12,607

170

29,526
813

35,108
1,133

70
22,452

103,712
209,364

3,240

30,825 i
3,238 ;
2,885 ■

121,890

747,796
704,480

810.200

8,134

1.467,916

122,963
134,314

436,712
146,443

188,353

77,121

P25 ।

92,283
2,047

34,912
75,729,138

20,893,871
1,034

4,163,103

16.630
80

5,088
279

10,963

2
60,729

1,128,615

42,558,930

12,739
162,340

46,496
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London."

15, Seething Lane, 

London, E.C. 3.
February 14th, 1922.

BANK RATE. Five per cent, as from Nov. 3rd, 1921.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.
Jan. 31st 
£ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 17 6
France 2 0 10
Belgium 2 2 10

.. Italy ... 3 14 11

The intrinsic value

Feb,14th Jan. 31st
£ s. d. £ s. d-

17 10 In Spain... 1 2 8
2 0 3 ,, Germany 42 4 0
2 2 2 ,, Austria 582 8 0
3 12 6 .. Holland 19 2

of the gold sovereign is £1

Feb. 14th 
£ s. d.
1 2 0

43 12 0
503 0 0

19 3

2s. 6d.
SUGAR. The New York market has been steady 

during the fortnight, prices for spot duty-paid Cubans 
ranging from 3.61c. to 3.70c. On account of its being the 
anniversary of Lincoln’s birthday, the market was closed 
yesterday, but the latest quotation was 3.70c., equivalent 
to 2.09c. c.i.f.

The futures market’s quotations on the 11th were as 
follows:—

Mar. May.
2T3 2 33

Jul 
2-

There has been a slight drop in the home market since 
the date of the last Summary, West Indian crystallised 
being quoted yesterday at 38/- to 41/6; home granulated at 
46/6; American granulated at 18/6 c.i.f.; imitation crystals 
at 40/9; white Natal, 44/- spot; white Mauritius, 43/-.'

Cuban 96° March delivery were quoted at 11/9 c.i.f. The 
terminal market values yesterday were :_

March, Mav Ann
96° ... 13/- ... 12 71 12 9
White ... 18/41 ... 18/21 ... 18/3?
The Board of Irade Returns for January show a satis­

factory statistical pos:tion, the consumption* for the month 
having been 129,111 tons, as against 106,785 tons last Decem­
ber and 91,000 tons in January last year. Stocks also are 
considerably lowered, there being only 110,010 tons on hand 
on the 31st of January, as against 166,000 tons on the 31st 
of last December and 378,000 tons on the 31st of January 
last year. The imports for the month were only 105,074 
tons, 30,056,tons of which were “refined,” and 75,018 tons 
^unrefined.” The refined imports included 20,063 tons from 

Europe and 8,287 tons from the United States. Of the 
unrefined sugar, 11,748 tons came from the British West 
indm Islands and British Guiana, and 10,778 tons from 
Mauritius. The amount of home-grown sugar that went 
into consumption from Cantley and KelhanTlast year was 
*1,685 tons.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on February 
4th were :—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
185 

3,005 
1,875

1921.
2,636
4,727
6,313

RUM continues dull and unchanged. 
The quantity of rum imported during J;

1920
5,390 Tons.
2,979 ,

10,547 „

ui rum imported during January was 139 532 
proof gallons, as against 532,421 proof gallons in January ot 
last year, the consumption being 166,479 gallons, as against 
-^3 312 gallons. The exports were 16,885 gallons, as against 
31,152 gallons in January last year. The stocks on the 31st 
of January amounted to 11,802,000 gallons, as against 
12,035,000 gallons on the 31st of the previous month.

The stocks in London on February 4th were —

Jamaica ... 
Demerara 
Total of all kinds

1922
11,101
17,954
38,726

1921
9,038 

14,359 
33,524

1920

6.552 Puns.

CACAO generally is quiet. At auction to-dav fine 
frenada sold with competition at 53/- to 56/-; 108 bags of 
trinidad sold at 61/-; but no Jamaica was disposed of 

During the fortnight a bare business has been done ’n 
Jamaica at 48/-.

The total import of cacao for January was 166,751 cwts., 
of which 11,371 cwts. came from the British Vest India 
Islands and 145,453 cwts. from British West Africa. The 
consumption was 89,590 cwts., as against 84,449 cwts. in 
January last year. The stocks on hand on the 31st of January 
were 463,000 cwts., comparing with 680,000 cwts. on the 31st 
of the preceding month, and 626.000 cwts. on the 31st 
January last year. The exports were 23,224 cwts., a« against 
30,346 cwts. in January last year.

The stocks in London on February 1th were : —
1922.

2,830
6,220

99,574

Trinidad ...
Grenada ... 
Total of all kinds
ARROWROOT.

1921. 1920.
27,563 21,941 Bags.
17,771 13,601 „

196,299 102,420
There are only small sales passing at

recent rates—3|d. to 6$d., according to quality.
BALATA. West Indi

changed at 3/5| spot, and 3/3 c.i.f. forward.
BAY OIL is very slow of sale, and valued nominally 

at 10/- per lb.
COFFEE in sale is fully steady, and the finer quali­

ties are 3 - to 5/- dearer on the fortnight. Good to fine 
ordinary Jamaica is nominally unchanged at 60 -to 63/-; no 
Blue Mountain has been offered.

Imports amounted to 195,455 cwts. for the month, of which 
440 cwts. came from the British West Indies, as against 
56,861 cwts. and 942 cwts. in January last year. The con­
sumption was 26,238 cwts., as against 26,408 cwts. The 
exports amounted to 36.118 cwts., as against 27.951 cwts. n 
January, 1921. Stocks on hand on the 31st were 463.000 
cwts., as against 626,000 cwts. at the same date last year.

COPRA is firm, with buyers of West Indian f.m.s at 
£26 c.i.f. Rotterdam or Hamburg.

COTTON generally has been more active. A fair 
business has been done in V cst Indian Sea Island at un­
changed prices: medium 23d.. fine 31d., extra fine 40d.

HONEY. At auction honey was xery flat. Only a small 
quantity of Jamaica sold at 35 - to 40 - for liquid dark to 
amber, and 60/- to 67/6 for dull pale set.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil is steady but quiet, 
with values unchanged at Handpressed 15/-, and Distilled 
2/- to 2/3. Lime Juice. There is no improvement xct 
in Concentrated, but there has been some enquiry for rcallv 
fine quality Raw—which would be worth 2/6—but supplies 
are scarce.

LOGWOOD is dull. Shippers are asking for offers 
at about £10 per ton, but buyers are difficult to find.

ORANGE OIL. The market for Sweet is quiet, with 
no change in value. Bitter is unchanged.

RUBBER is barely steady and prices have shown a 
decline on the fortnight. Spot crepe S^d., spot sheet 8’d.

SPICES. The market for Pimento remains steady 
at 24d. per lb. on spot, and 20 - c.i.f. for February-March 
shipment. Ginger also continues firm, but no spot 
'business is reported.
TR,NIDAD OIL. Production for January: Apex 

T rini( J i fields, Ltd., 5,500 tons; Trinidad Leaseholds, 
Ltd., 10,800 tons.

r3HEi 9RC5LA?/S. ind*bted to Mr. Henry D. Baker, 
7 ^United States, and Dean of the Con- 

: i inTnnidad, for a report of the proceed-
wfre r NeW Aear u V/’ when he and his colleagues 
were received by the Hon. T. A. V. Best the Actin«
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SUGAR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.

THOSE readers who studied the (i Produce 
Markets Summary ” in our last issue can 
hardly fail to have been struck by the low 

figure of the stocks of sugar in the United Kingdom 
on January 31st, as shown by the Board of Trade 
returns. Standing at 110,010 tons, they repre­
sented only a little over three weeks’ supply at the 
rate of consumption prevailing during the month, 
which amounted to 129,111 tons. With every 
prospect of increased consumption resulting from 
the present lower range of values, especially of pre­
serves and confectionery—and chocolates are being 
widely advertised for sale at 1 / 8 per lb.—a reserve 
of sugar of 110,000 tons only can only be regarded 
as dangerously low, and it is surprising that con 
sumers and the sugar-using trades do not yet 
appear to have appreciated this. The time has 
passed—one wishes it were possible to add, for ever 
—when in times of scarcity importers could send

The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone ;
Central 6642

Telegrams :
Carib. London.

15, Seething Lane, 

London, H.C. 3. 

March 1st, 1922

PRINCESS MARY’S WEDDING.

THE wedding of Princess Mary took place 
at Westminster Abbey on Tuesday last, 
28th February, when the vast concourse of 

spectators assembled along the route of the Royal 
procession testified to the devotion in which the 
House of Windsor is held. As we pointed out in 
an earlier issue, The West India Committee had 
particular reason to be interested m the Royal 
Marriage, Lord Lascelles, upon whom the 
Princess has bestowed her hand, being the son of 
their President, Lord Harewood. It was appro­
priate, therefore, that they should have offered to 
the Princess a wedding gift. This, the many con­
tributors will be glad to learn, was formally pre- 
sented to Her Royal Highness by Lord 
Harewood, who was accompanied by the Chair­
man Mr R. Rutherford, and the Secretary at 
Buckingham Palace, on Saturday, 25th February. 
It took the form of a set of dining-room chairs of 
the reivn of William and Mary, which the 
Princess selected for her Yorkshire home. The 
contributors will also, we believe be pleased to 
know that their gift should have taken so practical 
a shape. For an account of the wedding cere­
monies we must refer our readers to the daily and 
illustrated Press, and we conclude this article by 
again wishing Princess Mary and Lord 
Lascelles long life and happiness.

“ over the way ” to Hamburg for as much sugar 
as they wanted, at short notice. Europe has as 
yet comparatively little or no sugar to spare, and 
consequently the English importer, in his hour of 
need, has to go further afield for his supplies, the 
delivery of which from the British West Indies, 
Mauritius, Cuba, Java and America is a matter of 
weeks rather than of hours, as it used to be when 
the Continent was a source of supply. The moral 
of this is that the users and importers of sugar will 
have to maintain their reserves at a higher level 
than before the war if they wish to avoid the risk 
of being “caught napping.” The shortage m the 
United Kingdom was mainly in direct consumption 
sugar, and it is manifest that little progress is being 
made in the direction of developing the refining 
capacity of the United Kingdom to meet the de­
mand, the present output capacity of the British 
refiners being, judging from the Board of Trade 
Returns, at the utmost 70,000 tons per 
month, or but little greater than before the 

■ - ' far below the consumptionwar, which is
The stocks of imported directrequirements, 

consumption sugars -------
January 31st were only 14,000 tons, as compared 
with 77,250 tons and 28,450 tons on the correspond­
ing dates in 1920 and 1921 respectively. As the 
consumption increases, as it probably will continue 
to do if supplies are available, the consumer will 
become more and more dependent upon imported 
direct consumption sugars, and for these he must 
look mainly to the United States, Java and 
Mauritius. It is very evident, therefore, that 
unless the refining capacity of the United> K“gdo™ 
is largely increased, the sugar situation will be 
mainW controlled by the United States, which, 
^though nearer than the Eastern countries men- 
tionedfis far off when compared with the Continent.

which were available on
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PRINCESS MARY’S WEDDING. WEST INDIA STEAMER ROUTES.

Lord Harewood, President of The West India 
Committee, Mr. R. Rutherford, Chairman, and the 
Secretary, on behalf of the Executive and Mem­
bers, presented The West India Committee’s Wed­
ding Gift to Princess Mary at Buckingham Palace 
on Saturday, the 25th of February. The gift took 
the form of a set of antique dining-room chairs of 
the period of William and Mary, which Her Royal 
Highness had selected at Mr. Oscar Callow’s es­
tablishment in Mount Street. Two of the chairs 
are depicted on this page. Princess Mary, who 
was accompanied by Lord Lascelles, acknowledged 
the gift with the 
words set out on 
page 89.

In connection 
with the Royal 
Wedding, for the 
account of which 
our readers must 
be referred to the 
daily and weekly 
Press, it will have 
been noted with 
satisfaction by the 
members of The 
West India Com­
mittee that the 
King has bestowed 
upon Lord Hare­
wood, their Presi­
dent, the honour 
of a Knight Grand 
Cross of the Royal 
Victorian Order.

A further list of 
contributors to the 
Committee’s gift is 
given below :—

The Bahamas 
Chamber of Com­
merce, Messrs. 
Boddington & Co., 
Captain W. Bow-

Bahamas, which have hitherto

A Wedding Gift to Princess Mary.

whwh are covered with green brocade, are of the Sod of WiShS aid Ma^.

ring, M.B.E., Rev.M “Sw T. A* Bryan, Mr. S. Cameron,
Mi« r“ C- A1gernon Campbell,

A- H- Cipriani, M.B.E.
C.G Lt -Col H. A. Clifton, Mr. J. Connell, His 

SXceJJencX $1T E- 8. Cordeaux, K.C.M.G C B 
D.b.O Hon. James Cran, O.B.E., M.D.’ Mr’ 
Harold de Pass, Mrs. T. P. de Rinzy, Mr. J K 
French, Mr Edgar Garnett, Mr. A. Bharat Gobi«; 
Wr’ 1 Y m Gtu™ey> Hon. R- Haynes, Owners of 
Henley Plantation, Barbados, Mr. C. C. Henriques 
Messrs. Kleinwort, Sons & Co., Lieut.-Colonel 
George Lane, Mr. Norman Malcolmson, O.B.E.. 
W .McGarthy> His Honour Mr. Justice 
w’ R W- Lipscomb Orpwood, Mr.
W. R. Shilstone, Mrs. D. A. W. Simpson, Mr 
Norman D. Simpson, Mr. Percival Stevens Mr. 

f’hUW? R- A- Torra”ee, Mr.
W Wey, and the Staff of The
West India Committee.

French Line to call at Plymouth

With the s.s. Catalina, which left the Victoria 
Docks on February 28th, the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company inaugurated a three-weekly ser-

cargo steamers between London andvice of 
Bermuda, Nassau (New Providence, Bahamas)
and Jamaica. This vessel will be followed by the 
s.s’s. Teviot, Conway, and Tamar, on March 17th 
and April 7th and 28th, respectively. This new 
service should prove a splendid boon to the 

been practically cut 
off from steamer 
c o m m u n i cation 
with the Mother 
Country. It is un­
derstood, however, 
that unless special 
inducements offer, 
the steamers will 
return direct from 
Jamaica, and will 
not call at Nassau 
on the homeward 
voyage.

Simultaneously 
with this announce­
ment comes the 
news that the pas­
senger steamers of 
Compagnie Génér­
ale Transatlantique 
will call at Ply­
mouth to pick up 
and disembark pas­
sengers on their 
outward and home­
ward voyages to 
and from the West 
Indies, commenc­
ing with La Na­
varre, which will 
leave the Devon-

Tk -4.- shire P°rt on
1st next The itinerary outward will be Pointe ä 

tre and Basse Terre (Guadeloupe), Fort de 
France (Martinique), Trinidad, La Guaira, Puerto 
Ä and homeward.
Puerto Columbia, Puerto Cabello, La Guaira 
Carupano, Trinidad, Fort de France, Basse Terre’ 
route wilTb “th^P'’ The °ther steamers °" this 
route will be the Perou and Macoris.

The fares to Trinidad will be : first-class £5] and 
second-class £35. s ana

developments, the 
from Dov^ Mad’ who»e Steamern sad
and eal? on lb FS Trinidad fortnightly, 
ana call on the homeward voyage at Plvmnnth 

class,Tk’iOs 5 £85; and third-

Subscriptions to The West India Committee be- 
came renewable on January 1st last.
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INCOME TAX LEGISLATION. AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.
The Inter-departmental Committee on Income 

Tax in the United Kingdom and Colonies has now 
held several meetings, under the chairmanship of 
Sir Gilbert Grindle. The West India Committee’s 
representatives (Mr. Cyril Gurney, Mr. H. J. J. 
Freeman, F.C.A. ; Captain G. Hudson Lyall, 
M.B.E. ; Mr. A. O. Chudleigh, F.C.I.S., F.L.I.A. ; 
and the Secretary) gave evidence before it on 
January 23rd, and they were followed, on February 
Gth, by the Association of British Malaya, who en­
dorsed the views of The West India Committee, as 
expressed in their memorandum, dated December

The Importance of Research.

By M. L. Roxas.

The following article by Mr. M. L. Roxas, which 
is taken from the Sugar News, of the Philippines, 
is of special interest in view of the recent decision 
to link the Imperial Department of Agriculture with 
the West Indies Agricultural College.

When discussing the function of the College of

7th last, as far as they 
affected Malaya.

By those concerned with 
United Kingdom Income 
Tax legislation in its bear­
ing on the similar form of 
taxation now in force, or 
contemplated, in the Colo­
nies, the forthcoming Bud­
get is awaited with interest. 
It is recognised that if 
assessment on the basis of 
a single year were substi­
tuted for the three years’ 
average system now pre­
vailing in this country, a 
very definite step would 
have been taken in the 
direction of securing uni­
formity in the Income Tax 
legislation in the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies, 
which it has been The West 
India Committee’s aim to 
bring about. A pronounce­
ment on this question is 
consequently hoped for.

What is now greatly to 
be desired is the prepara­
tion of a model Income 
Tax Bill for consideration 
in the Colonies. Mean­
while the Circular learns

Agriculture of the University of the Philippines, 
people are inclined to believe that teaching of the

agricultural profession is,

BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

TO

THE EXECUTIVE AND MEMBERS OF THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

Lord Harewood,

The kind thought which has prompted 

the Executive and Members of the West India Committee 

to present me with these beautiful chairs has deeply 

touched me, and I warmly thank them for this very 

useful wedding present.

pleaee tell all those who have contributed how 

much I appreciate their gift, and assure them that 

the chairs will be placed In my Yorkshire home, where 

they will ever remind me of the affectionate regard 

and good wishes of the generous donors.

It is especially Interesting to know that the Test India 

Committee Is the oldest Colonial Institution in the United 

Kingdom.

25th. February,

Princess Mary’s Acknowledgment.

that in response to an ur­
gent invitation from the 
Governor of Trinidad, Mr. C. H. Rickman, 
chairman of the Assessment Committee m Jamaica, 
is proceeding to Port of Spain, in the Meganttc. 
immediately, to advise the Government of Tnmdad 
and Tobago regarding their amending Income lax 
Bill Mr. Rickman was for many years an official 
at Somerset House, and he is a recognised authority 
on Income Tax matters. He went out to Jamaica 
in 1920 to straighten out the income tax iiuesteon 
in that colony, and his counsel and advice m Trini­
dad should be very valuable. The readinessi with 
which the Jamaica Government lent him to the 
neighbouring colony is evidence of the spirit_of^co­
operation which, after many years, is now per­
vading the British West Indies, and encourages the 
hope that there soon may be still greater uniform, y 
in all matters concerning them.

or should be, its main ob­
ject. It is true that the 
training of young men in 
the different professions re­
lated to agriculture is one 
of the principal activities 
of this college, but it is also 
true that in order to ac­
complish this object effi­
ciently the college has to be 
in continuous touch with 
the different agricultural 
industries and with the 
people concerned in them, 
and help promote the ad­
vancement of these indus­
tries by research and inves­
tigation, in both the theo­
retical and applied sciences. 
The College of Agriculture 
of the University of the 
Philippines has always con­
sidered these two functions 
as its proper activities. 
The College has, therefore, 
tried its best to train young 
men in sugar technology 
and in solving some of the 
pressing problems in con­
nection with the raising of 
sugar-cane, although 
through lack of support it 
has never been in a posi­
tion to undertake any

thorough and systematic work along this line.
The College is at present training some twenty- 

two students in sugar-cane agronomy and 
chemistry, and perhaps this is -at present the most 
important work it is doing for the sugar industry. 
Later on, after our unit mill is erected, the college 
will be able to offer short courses for the training 
of personnel in the minor positions, such as labora­
tory assistants, sugar boilers, and field overseers. 
It is generally recognised that with more ^effigent 
and experienced minor operatives m the plantation 
and atPthe mill, the efficiency of the centrals wil 
he increased a great deal. In past years the most 
progressive centrals undertook to tram their own 
neXneL only to find that the backward ones 
E them of this trained help, so that they 

into a sort of training school for
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minor operatives. Such conditions are naturally 
stumbling stones in the progress of the industry.

As stated in the beginning, since its foundation, 
the College of Agriculture has realised the neces­
sity of doing investigation work in the field of 
applied agricultural science. A review of the most 
important sugar problems being investigated at the 
college, and some of the results obtained, should 
be of interest.

The problems involved in the economic produc­
tion of cane in the field are the most important 
from the point of view of the island industry, for, 
while in the efficient running of the mill it is 
possible for us to draw largely upon the experience 
of Hawaii and Java, it is hardly possible to do so 
in the art of growing cane in the field since methods 
and practices of other countries are well nigh use­
less here except as guides for experimentation. True 
it is that the principles in scientific farm manage­
ment, the so-called modern methods, can be adopted 
here, but our peculiar climatic and soil conditions, 
including our human factor, make it necessary 
to modify a great deal the practices found best in 
other countries. To cite a few examples :—

1. Irrigation was found to be one of the most 
potent factors in heavy cane production in Hawaii. 
Irrigation was practised on certain plantations here 
following the regular Hawaiian methods. The 
result was disheartening. Heavy tonnage was 
obtained, but the amount of sugar produced was 
m most cases less than that from unirrigated land. 
In other words, the effect of irrigation was merely 
to increase the amount of water sent to the mill 
in the cane.

2. To improve existing varieties of cane, foreign 
varieties have been introduced. Not only have 
95 per cent, of these varieties proven useless, but 
they have introduced some of the worst enemies 
of the sugar-cane, which are now menacing the 
sugar industry of the islands. It is therefore 
apparent that the improvement of our system of 
farming should be started by a systematic and 
thorough study of our conditions, so that methods 
that are best adapted to these conditions may be 
devised instead of the introduction of methods from 
other countries.

On sugar at the college has been on 
the following problems :—

1. Cane “ seed ” and its treatment.
2. Methods of planting cane.
3. Variety tests and the creation of new varieties 

by breeding and selection.
4. Effects of fertilisers on sugar-cane.
5. Diseases of sugar-cane.
6. Sugar chemistry and sugar manufacture.

Membership of The West India Committee is, by the 
Royal Charter of Incorporation, confined to British subjects 
Any members of The West India Committee may propose or 
second candidates for election. There is at present L e J 
Tt8 "r SecrZtarv
of 1HE West India Committee Cibcvlak to any friends of 

tin} kJ5 P°r annum and the compounding subscrip, 
tion for life membership for individuals is <£10 10s. ($50.40).

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE.

The Coalition Party’s Policy.

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., as leader of the 
Unionist Party, made an important announcement 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, on February 
21st, as to the policy of the Coalition Party re­
garding Imperial preference. Coming to the ques­
tion of Tariff Reform and of Imperial preference, 
which was the very genesis of the Tariff Reform 
movement, he said : “I am suspected of much 
weakening of my faith. I am charged with aban­
doning old principles, and I admit that I am 
adopting new policies to suit what I consider a 
new situation and an altered world. (Cheers.) 
But I do not think anyone will accuse me of 
cowardice in the matter of Tariff Reform. 
(Cheers.) I fought for the whole scheme, root and 
branch, food taxes and all, until my leader and 
the majority of the party had abandoned me; and 
I only then consented to abandon them because 
of the urgency of the Irish question and my un­
willingness to be a cause of disunion in the party 
of which I was a member. But I say to you, we 
are living now in an altered world.

“ Preference is part of the policy of this Coali 
tion Government. By them it has been placed 
upon the Statute-book, and it remains part of 
our policy as long as we act together that wherever 
there is a duty there shall be a preference. But 
I say to you also that it would seem to be per­
fect madness to think that in a world so altered 
from that in which we were acting before the war, 
m a world where what you want is not to defend 
yourself against competition, but to find anyone 
who is m a position to purchase your goods and 
to place orders with you, and in a country which 
is smarting, and very naturally smarting', under 
the evil effect of those Government controls and 
interferences with industry which were unavoid­
able m war, but proved a great source of difficulty 
to us both in their existence and in the measures 
necessary to get rid of them since the war con­
cluded—m such a world and in such a country 
to go out with the old programme of Tariff Re 
iorm at this time seems to me perfect madness. 
* cneers. ■
“Tariffs are not a principle, they are a matter 

1 9ur ^“Plaint against the old 
Manchester school is that they erected an imper-

Free Trade into a principle. We 
he to treat them as a matter of

?Cy* Befare ,the war I think the country 
would have been wise to follow our advice. I 
aa«in P°ssible that the time will come
and w^l® he 8®”Je adduce may be wisely offered 

y by the “"“try- But at this
’ • he" th,ere 1S no to be got. it is 

which wntod f J™8- tO ’nst>tute a general tariff 
tive for re d DOt ™ such circumstances effec- 

Inee is nOt such
stances needed for protection.”
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“Monkey play de fiddle mek baboon dance.” 
* * *

The 1921-22 sugar crop of Holland is 335,000 
tons, as against 316,000 tons in 1920-21, and 
238,700 tons in 1919-20.

* * *
The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply dis­

posed of the last of their stock of American granu­
lated at Liverpool on the 10th ult.

* * *
Miss Picton-Turbervill, O.B.E., left England 

on February 7th for Jamaica, on behalf of the 
World’s Young Women’s Christian Association.

* * *
The Government control of sugar in Australia 

continues. The Controller, Colonel Oldenshaw, is, 
it is stated, leaving for England to discuss sugar 
matters with the British Government.

* * *
Mr. C. E. Vezey, who in August last left British 

Guiana, where he was for some years local repre­
sentative of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Com­
pany, is now in the West End office of the company 
at Cocks pur Street.

* * *
Professor W. M. Geldart, C.B.E., M.A., 

B.C.L., whose death at Kingston, Jamaica, on 
February 12th, is announced, was Vincrian Pro­
fessor of English Law at Oxford, succeeding 
Professor Dicey in this Chair in 1909.

* * *
The Cuban Cane Sugar Corporation have in­

formed their cane growers that the percentage in 
sugar allowed in payment for the canes has been 
reduced three-quarters of 1 per cent. The com­
pany, however, will make an allowance for cutting 
and haulage.

* * *
Captain A. R. H. Morrell, captain of the cable 

repair steamer Henry Holmes, of the West India 
and Panama Telegraph Company, has been elected 
as Acting Elder Brother of Trinity House, in the 
vacancy caused by the retirement of Captain A. S. 
Thomson, C.B., C.B.E.

* * *
A Rhodes Scholarship at Oxford has been won 

by Mr. E. S. Swaby, of Jamaica. Mr. Swaby, who 
was educated at Munro College, is the youngest son 
of Rev. C. H. Swaby, Rector of St. Ann s Bay 
Parish Church. During the war he served as a 
Second Lieutenant in the Jamaica Contingent.

* * *
The Australian Sugar Journal states that the 

jam factories in Hobart were in full swing at the 
end of the year, after having been closed down for 
some months. The re-opening was due to the dry 
summer experienced last year in England, which 
occasioned large orders for jam to go to Australia.

* * *
It is announced in the New York World that Mr. 

Marcus Garvey, president of the Un-versal Negroes 
Improvement Association, chairman of the Black 

Star Line, the Universal Laundry, and other con­
cerns, and self-styled President of the African 
Republic, has been arrested in New York on a 
charge of fraud.

* * *
In the year 1777, St. Thomas and St. Croix, now 

the Virgin Islands of the United States, exported 
9,624 tons of sugar, and in 1782 the sugar industry 
there was able to export 14,617 tons of sugar. The 
maximum production was, however, reached in 
1802, when 18,729 tons were exported. The esti­
mate for the present crop is 5,000 tons.

* * *
As foreshadowed in the Circular, it has now 

been definitely decided to hold the British Empire 
Exhibition at Wembley in 1924, instead of next 
year. This will give intending exhibitors—and it 
is hoped that the British West Indies will make a 
brave show and organise a pavilion of their own— 
good time in which to make their preparations.

* * *
The Philippine Sugar News gives the cost of pro­

duction of sugar in 1913-14 in the following coun­
tries as having been :—
Cuba (per long ton) ... ... ... $39.94
Porto Rica (per long ton) ... ... $64.63
Hawaii (per long ton)............................ $68.70
Philippines (per long ton) ... ... $62.72

* * *
A further conference between representatives 

of The West India Committee (Mr. R. Rutherford, 
Mr. G . M. Frame, Mr. N. Malcolmson, and Lieut.- 
Colonel Ivan Davson) and the Royal Mail (Mr. 
Mitchell and Mr. Keefe) and Messrs. T. and J. 
Harrison (Mt. F. A. Baddeley and Mr. J. H. Stark) 
was held at The West India Committee Rooms on 
February 24th, to discuss the question of freight 
rates.

* * *
The revival of cotton-growing in British Guiana, 

which has frequently been advocated in The West 
India Committee Circular, appears to be pro­
gressing in a very encouraging manner. Reports 
on the quality of the first crop, which has been 
reaped, are distinctly favourable, and it is stated 
that the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce have 
requested the Government to arrange for the instal­
lation of a ginnery.

* * *
The hospital ship Berbice, originally built by the 

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company for the West 
Indian inter-Colonial steamer service, is to be paid 
off and sold by the Admiralty, which took her over 
during the war. She is a sister ship of the Balantia, 
which was also on the West India station before 
the war, and is now cruising between England and 
the Canary Islands, under the name of Saint 
Margaret of Scotland.

Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Company opened 
their new central telegraph office, Radio House, 
2 and 12, Wilson Street, Ixmdon, E.C., on F^rmiry 
19th. Radio House, Marconi House, Strand, and 
the office at la. Fenchurch Street, will be ope 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, excepting on Sundays
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and Bank Holidays, for the transaction of business, 
but correspondence should be addressed to the 
Traffic Manager, at Radio House, who is an old 
friend of the West Indies, Mr. 0. Rochs, formerly 
of the Direct West India Cable Company.

* * *

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary for the Colo­
nies, Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., Major Ormsby- 
Gore, M.P., and Mr. R. A. Wiseman reached Ply­
mouth in the Dutch Mail steamer on February 28th 
on their return from their West Indian tour. On 
reaching London they were met by Lord Wode­
house on behalf of Mr. Churchill, and by Sir Gilbert 
Grindle and Mr. A. J. Dawe, representing the Colo­
nial Office.

* * *
Two manuscript volumes dealing with the 

Barbados census of 1679 have been presented to the 
Guildhall Library by Mr. E. Williams. They con­
tain lists of the inhabitants, baptisms, and burials 
from April, 1678 to September 1679, negroes im­
ported, 1679, planters owning 200 or more acres in 
1673, departures from the Island, 1679, the military 
forces, 1679, judges, King’s Counsel, and Members 
of the Assembly.

* * *
In connection with the agricultural development 

of Peru in 1921, the Board of Trade Journal says 
that a large order has been placed by a Peruvian 
estate for German sugar machinery, the price being 
about a third less than the lowest British quotation. 
For many years prior to the war practically all the 
sugar machinery in Peru was of British origin, Ger­
man machinery only being found at the German 
Casa Grande Estate, where it was installed in 1915. 
German light railway material for use on sugar 
estates is also arriving in quantity, at very attrac­
tive prices. J

Arrangements have now been made whereby 
subscriptions to The West India Committee can be 
paid at any of the branches of The Bank of Nova 
bcotia m Jamaica, besides those of the other Banks 
already named. This will no doubt be a conveni­
ence to members in Jamaica, who will now have 
ample opportunity of paying their dues with a 
minimum of trouble, since The Bank of Nova 
Scotia has branches at Kingston, Mandeville, 
Savanna-la-Mar, Black River, Montego Bav St 
Ann s Bay, Port Maria, Port Antonio, Spanish 
Town, Morant Bay and Linstead.

Captain G. Hudson Lyall, M.B.E., has retired 
°f Messrs. Samuel Dobree and Sons, 

West India merchants, as from January 1st, and 
has resumed his practice as a solicitor, havin« 
joined the old-established firm of Messrs. Markby" 
Stewart and Co., of 7, Devonshire Square, Bishops- 
gate. In consequence of this change, Captain 
Lyall has felt it necessary to retire fromP the 
Executive of The West India Committee, who have 
accepted his resignation with regret, his legal 
knowledge and experience having proved of great 
assistance to them during the past year. %

In the House of Representatives, in the United 
States, on February 16th, Representative Ten 
Eyck, Democrat, proposed a resolution urging the 
President to take steps to purchase all the territory 
66 east and west of the line comprising the centre 
of the channel of the St. Lawrence River from its 
mouth to its source,” and to use his best 
endeavours to have the payments due to the 
United States by Great Britain set off against the 
purchase price.

* * *
The Daily Tele graph, commenting on this, says 

that Mr. Ten Eyck is regarded as an incorrigible 
humorist, and for that reason probably his resolu­
tion was not printed generally. “ President 
Harding is no rmore likely to take action as pro­
posed than Mr. Wilson, when his son-in-law (Mr. 
McAdoo) suggested that Bermuda and certain 
islands in the West Indies might be bought by the 
United States.”

* * *
The Overseas Club, which did such wonderful 

work during the war, is now housed in one of 
London’s historic mansions. Negotiations for 
amalgamation with another Colonial body having 
been terminated by mutual consent, their Council 
purchased Vernon House—till recently the resi­
dence of the Dowager Lady Hillingdon—for 
£45,000, and they are now installed in that hand­
some building. The opening ceremony was per­
formed on 2nd February by the Duke of York, who 
also unveiled a portrait of Evelyn Wrench, the 
founder, chairman and soul of the Overseas Club.

* * *
Major W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., found time 

during his short visit to Jamaica to write an article 
describing his impressions, which is published in the 
limes of February 6th, under the caption, “ In 
Banana Land.” He found that banana is to 
Jamaica what coal is to England. With the sugar 
situation he deals sympathetically. “In 1919 and 
1920 there was,” he writes, “a world boom in 
sugar, and Jamaica shared in the abnormal profits 
of that boom. But, alas for Jamaica, that brief 
boom has been followed by an abnormal slump, 
and m spite of the fact that most of the sugar 
planters put their abnormal profits back into the 
business m the form of much-needed new 
machinery, unless they can get within the year a 
price for Jamaica sugar not too far below the pre­
sent high cost of production, there is a serious 
look-out both for them and the thousands they em- 
p oy. he British and Canadian preferences have 
done something for them, but the preference seems 
to become dissipated during transit of the sugar 
from grower to consumer, being in this respect like 
some of the Jamaican rivers, which, although ris- 
mg as mountain torrents, reach the sea only as 
sluggish rivulets.” y 

b™X?+ «n* —the heart of the 
nlen^^AA j force meat made
Tak^hoi Fried Breadfruit :
S M'S in a sl’ce it, then dip the
¿d f^ diP in bread
and fry brown m plenty of butter or lard.



March 2, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
93

CONFECTIONERS AND DUTIES.

Divided Opinions.

At the recent conference of the British Federation 
of Wholesale Confectioners, held at Nottingham, 
for an account of which we are indebted to The 
Confectioners’ Union, in the course of a discussion 
on “ A resolution that the federation call the atten­
tion of II.M. Government to the serious decrease 
in the consumption of jam and confectionery conse­
quent upon the high prices thereof, and pointing 
out that this was largely due to the tax, which was 
over 150 per cent, cn the c.i.f. price of sugar,” 
Mr. Halstead, of Halifax, said : “ I have good 
reason to think, and I have good reason to believe, 
that there will be no reduction of the sugar tax 
this year, and there is not the slightest doubt about 
it that the Government feel that the working man 
would rather pay his tax through his cup of coffee 
or through his quarter of sweets than he would 
in direct taxation, and if the sugar tax is removed 
it will simply mean that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer will have to obtain other means to find 
this money, and he has to put it on direct taxation. 
He knows the working class is against it, and I 
don’t think you are going to remove it, or to 
reduce it for that matter. I don’t think you will 
get any help. I think it is wisest that the tax 
should remain, and that the man should pay his 
tax through his cup of coffee or through his quarter 
of sweets in preference to having to pay direct taxa­
tion. I for one am not welcoming any further 
reduction in the price of sweets until we can get 
our overhead expenses down. If sweets drop to 
a much less point, and overhead charges remain 
as they are to-day, I don’t see how we are to carry 
on, and I am personally against anything which is 
going to make a further reduction in the cost of 
sweets until we first get some reduction in our 
overhead expenses.”

Mr. Garton, of Nottingham : “ I think the pre­
sent time is the wrong one to try and reduce this 
tax. The Chancellor of the Exchequer has got to 
get his money from somewhere, and he is getting 
quite enough from me out of Income Tax. Let me 
have that reduced. If he reduces the Income Tax 
then I am willing to let the working man have a 
bit more. He will only pay that way, and not 
directly, and I agree with our Halifax friends! that 
it is a difficult matter. You have not.only the 
Board of Trade up against you, but the Trad 
Sard Aet, and with regard to reducing your over­
head charges, which they have not reduced enough. 
Under the Trade Board Act, a girl of 14 had 14/- 
per week! She has 12/- to^ay, and you cannot 
net them to work. If you engage lads, you have 
to sack them every week. We have half-a-dozen 
Lh hands every week, and they don’t work unless 
you are on the spot. You have to pay ^ese 

people whether they work or no . the
as this matter is concerned, the w agtate the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer the better it will be

The resolution was defeated by a large majority.

“RUM” FROM BEET JUICE.

The International Sugar Journal for January 
contains an abridged translation of an article by 
Professor Hugo Haupt, which has appeared in the 
Chemiker Zeitung, on the manufacture of rum from 
beet juice, beet molasses, etc.

In preparing the rum, the fermentation stage 
consists of two parts, one of which is carried 
out at the high temperature of the tropics, under 
the influence of special ferments. Beet molasses is 
set up separately, and using spent wash after the 
distillation of fermented wash, a dunder is prepared 
by the addition of sugar, nitrogenous residues and 
fruits, the mixture being submitted to a bacterial 
fermentation at a high temperature. The dunder 
thus prepared is introduced in a determined propor­
tion into the separately fermented molasses wash 
before distillation. Distillation is effected by the 
use of modem stills, the first product being an 
alcohol particularly rich in ether. The second pro­
duct, which contains small quantities of ether, is 
mixed with the first product, the different qualities 
of commercial “German rum” resulting.

Comparative gustatory tests were made with 
genuine commercial Jamaica rums taken from 
bonded warehouses, by diluting with soft water in 
the cold, and submitting to appreciative tasters. 
“Grogs” were also prepared with hot water and 
sugar, and similarly tested. All the persons par­
ticipating in the experiments considered the “Ger­
man rum” as fully equal to Jamaica rum of average 
quality, and superior to the rum now being im­
ported, which is stated to be of inferior quality to 
the pre-war article. Jamaica rum, however, of first 
quality was found to possess a finer and more abun­
dant flavour than the “German rum.” One of the 
experts, whose sense of smell appears to have been 
particularly delicate, is stated to have observed an 
aroma in the “German rum” different in several 
respects from that of genuine rum, recalling the 
production of substances originating from the beet.

The author considers that the new product pos­
sesses the right to the name of rum.

This is not the view of the British Government, 
which, it will be recalled, has accepted the defini­
tion of rum submitted by The West India Com­
mittee to the Royal Commission on Potable Spirits 
in 1909, as “a spirit distilled direct from sugar-cane 
products in sugar-cane growing countries.” In this 
connection it is to be regretted that in the Board of 
Trade Returns, rum is still coupled with imitation 
rum, and producers will be glad to learn that The 
West India Committee is making representations 
to the Board of Customs on this subject.

Adverting to the paragraph which appeared 
under this heading in the Circular of January 5th 
(page 10), the Postmaster-General has, at the re­
quest of The West India Committee, consented to 
forward mails from the United Kingdom to the 
Leeward Islands, via New York, for conveyance 
by the Furness-Bermuda Line whenever there is 
advantage in doing so.
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SUGAR RESEARCH. HOME GROWN BEET.

An Expert for the West Indies.

It is satisfactory to learn that, in spite of hard 
times, the British Empire Sugar Research Associa­
tion, which was in danger of succumbing to 
inanition, has been kept alive. Thanks mainly to 
the good offices of Sir Edward Davson and the 
British Empire Producers’ Organisation, arrange­
ments have been made whereby it will receive the 
promised pound-for-pound grant from the Depart­
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research.

This will, it is understood, enable the Association 
to proceed with its wrork of research, although on a 
smaller scale than it was at first hoped. For this 
purpose Sir Francis Watts, of the Imperial De­
partment of Agriculture, and Professor Baker, of 
the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
have consented to direct the preliminary stages of 
the work, and a Research Chemist, Mr. R. G. 
Farnell, A.R.C.S., A.I.C., has been appointed. Mr. 
Farnell, after spending some months between the 
Sugar School in Glasgow, the works of the various 
sugar machinery makers, and a course of colloidal 
chemistry, under Professor Schreiber, of London 
University, will proceed to the West Indies, where 
he will work under the direction of Sir Francis 
Watts, and will investigate sugar problems in the 
laboratories of the Agricultural Department, and 
later at the newly-formed West Indian Agricultural 
College, as well as on the plantations and factories 
at first hand.

In this connection it is of interest to note that 
the Sugar Bureau which is conducted by Mr. Wynne 
Sayer in India, is to be maintained for a further 
period of one year or until definite orders are passed 
regarding the recommendations of the Indian Sugar 
Committee, whichever is earlier.

The main work of the year 1920-21 consisted in 
furnishing the Indian Sugar Committee with infor­
mation, in giving replies to the numerous correspon­
dents who seek the advice of this office on matters 
connected with the Indian sugar industry, and in 
developing relations with the Directors of Agricul­
ture and Industries, the management of sugar fac­
tories in India, and the Directors of Sugar Experi­
ment Stations throughout the world. The Bureau 
has also been able to give considerable assistance to 
prospective purchasers of sugar machinery by 
placing them in touch with sugar machinery manu­
facturers and arranging for early delivery of the 
machinery required. The raising of the import dutV 
on foreign sugar from 10 to 15 per cent, ad valorem 
with effect from 1st March, 1921, has had the prac­
tical effect of giving protection to the Indian sugar 
industry, and this has stimulated among capitalists 

i desire for establishing modem factories in suit­
able localities, for which there is ample room. The 
Bureau, in order to assist the sugar trade in India, 
now publishes every week statistical notes bearing 
on the production and consumption of this com- 
modity m the principal sugar-producing countries 
of the world, and the rise and fall in the world’s 
price of sugar.

Presiding at a luncheon of 
Growers’ Society, Ltd., at the

the British Beet 
Hotel Victoria, in

London, on February 21st, Lord Denbigh said 
that he earnestly hoped to see sugar factores 
dotted over the land, which would be a sort of 
centre of industrial industry bringing life and 
activity into what would otherwise be a dull and 
listless countryside. Years ago the cry was started 
that the industry was not suitable for our climate, 
but they had knocked all that nonsense on the 
head long ago. In 1912 the Cantley factory, and 
later on the Kelham factory, were built, and the 
value of the sugar produced last year was, at the 
former £88,000, and at the latter £40,000. It 
was no secret that Kelham had made a loss; but 
there was no reason for discouragement, for he 
believed if the industry was given a chance it could 
be made a great success. If they allowed it to 
be smothered with an Excise duty in its infancy, 
it would be a great misfortune. He thought the 
duty should be taken off.

Lord Milner hoped the Government would de­
part from the attitude they had hitherto adopted 
towards sugar-growing in this country, and would 
support it in order that an experiment of the 
greatest national importance might be thoroughly 
tried and not abandoned for w’ant of initial suc­
cess. It was evident, from the experience of 
foreign countries which had introduced it, that it 
could not succeed unless in its infancy it was care­
fully nursed, and for a considerable period after­
wards. The old argument about free trade and 
protection did not apply; the only question was 
whether, if fairly tried, and tried long enough, 
the industry might hope to have a prosperous 
career m this country. It was impossible to say 
yet that that had been proved, but neither had 
it been disproved. On the contrary, certain 
Points of great importance had been established 
which were full of promise for the future. For 
instance, the doubt, freely expressed, whether 
sugar beet could be grown in this country’ had

P?Vet re u^founded- On the agricul- 
Sr % d bfheved he was justified in faying 

f d be?n a suceess- It was on ' the 
been fXUrer341"8 S*de tbat there hatI 
been failure—and so far, grave failure—but it was 
not to be expected that with new machinery and 
untried men the thing would make the best pos­
sible start. He believed that the defects in this 
respect were perfectly capable of remedy ; in fart' 
they were now being remedied. It was on thè 

but" T* 11 . uch a disaster,but that was not really surprising, for it occurred 
Sea/lX«^1!^ business interests suffered 
great losses. If they were going to anneal fnr 
thePdutvyarto°Uth “Sf b°ldly f°T the remission of 
the duty altogether for a sufficient time to give 
the experiment a conclusive trial. (Cheers.) 

in th^Ho^^Vr fr°m Sir A- Boden’s statement 
m the House of Commons on 22nd February, which 
;s printed on page 100, that the Kelham ^terprise 
is m a desperate plight enterprise
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. THE AUDUBON SUGAR COURSE.

Captain Arthur Hill made a Governor.

As foreshadowed in the Circular, Captain Arthur 
W. Hill, F.R.S., M.A., Sc.D., F.L.S., who yester­
day succeeded Lieut.-Colonel Sir David Prain, 
C.M.G., C.I.E., F.R.S., as Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, has been nominated a 
Governor of the West Indian Agricultural College 
by the Secretary’ of State for the Colonies.

It is satisfactory to learn that the College will 
retain the services of Sir David Prain, who since the 
incorporation of the Col­
lege has filled the post of 
Deputy Chairman, as a 
Governor.

Captain Hill attended 
the West Indian Agricul­
tural Conference at Port 
of Spain in 1912, and 
subsequently made a 
tour of the islands. He 
has also visited British 
West Africa and other 
parts of the Empire, and 
his knowledge and ex­
perience of colonial con­
ditions should prove of 
great value to the 
Governing Body.

The Governing Body 
held a further meeting 
on February 22nd, when 
the announcement of 
Captain Hill’s nomina­
tion was received with 
much satisfaction, while 
the Governors expressed 
their real pleasure at the 
prospect of their being 
able to continue to re­
ceive the counsel and ad­
vice of Sir David Prain. 
At the same meeting it 
was reported that the 
Imperial Government 
had definitely agreed to 
contribute £15,000 Captain Arthur W. Hill, F.R.S., Sc.D., F.LS.

the work of the Imperial

spread over five years 
to the funds of the West 
Indian Agricultural Col-

—
ciated with it, was maintained.

The Executive Committee, under the chairman

than ±.at first thought pos-

sible. temporary
St. Augustine in which a start can Depart-

ÏXS..
an early date.

The most complete course in cane sugar tech­
nology in the world is that afforded by the well- 
known Louisiana training institution, the Audubon 
Sugar School, associated with the Louisiana State 
University.

The full course occupies five years, the first 
three of which are devoted to training in the gene­
ral principles and practice of chemistry and engi­
neering. At the end of this period the student is 
taught to apply the learning thus acquired to the 
practical side of cane cultivation and sugar-making, 

his attention being first 
devoted to the latter. 
There is a complete 
plant of sugar-making 
machinery in connection 
with the school, as well 
as the necessary chemi­
cal and biological labora­
tories. The plant, which 
is capable of dealing 
with one ton of canes per 
hour, having all the ap­
pliances necessary for 
the manufacture of white 
sugar, as well as of 96 
deg. sugars for refining 
purposes. The student 
also obtains practical ac­
quaintance with the 
pl anting, growing, and 
reaping of cane. To this 
part of the curriculum a 
year is given, which 
brings the student to the 
end of his fourth year.

The fifth year is 
opened by a short course 
at the University in con­
nection with points . in 
sugar technology which 
his experience at Audu­
bon Park has enabled 
him to grasp, and to the 
perfecting of his practi­
cal laboratory know­
ledge; and finally, when 
the Louisiana crop com­
mences, he goes through
a sugar factory as an 

employee in the various departments. At the end 
of the crop he returns to the University and take# 
the degree of B.S., to the acquiring of which his 
training has so well qualified him.

Two Governors of the West ^dian Agricultural 
College, Professor J. B. Farmer and Mr. G. Moody 
Stuart who have been attending the meetings of 
the Executive Committee of that institution at Por 
If Spain recently, are due back in London m March 
an^t” expect that the experience which they 

have gained will prove of great value.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE. BRITISH GUIANA’S FINANCES.

Eleven New Members Elected.
At a meeting of the Executive on February 16th, 

the eleven candidates whose names appear below 
were admitted to membership of The West India 
Committee :—

Names.

Mr. J. H. Allwood 
(Jamaica).

Mr. J. R. McDowell 
(Montserrat).

Miss Lillian M. Penson, 
B.A., Ph.D. (London).

Mr. W. F. Gouda 
(London).

Mr. G. R. Stevens 
(Jamaica).

Dr. J. Foreman
(St. Kitts).

Mr. R. P. Daggett 
(British Guiana).

Mr. R. E. Rhodes 
(British Guiana).

Mr. W. Macauley 
(British Guiana).

Mrs. Jessie A. Evered 
(Dominica).

Mr. E. H. Alcock 
(Dominica).

Proposers and Seconders.

J Mr. Alfred H. D’Costa.
I Mr. E. A. de Pass.
I Mr. O. G. Bladen.
I Mr. T. H. Kelsick.
( Mr. R. Rutherford.
I Mr. H. F. Previté. 
j Messrs. Lewis & Peat.

Mr. E. A. de Pass.
( Mr. R. Rutherford.

Mr. E. A. de Pass.
f Mr. R. Rutherford.

Mr. W. Gillespie.
i Mr. John Macdonald.

S Mr. L. Lywood.
( Mr. John Macdonald.
( Mr. L. Lywood.

Dr. W. Hewley Wharton,
5 M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
(. Mr. James W. Gemmel.
_ Hon. H. A. Alford Nicholls, 

S C.M.G., M.D.
Mrs. J. F. Johnson.

/ Hon. H. A. Alford Nicholls, 
J C.M.G., M.D.
I Mr. H. H. Vivian
V Whitchurch.

A SENSIBLE RUM CURE.

A correspondent of the Evening News pins his 
faith to rum as the ideal antidote to the prevail­
ing epidemic of influenza. The result of the use 
of rum in his ease was so startlingly successful 
that he felt it incumbent upon him to give his 
modus operandi. This, in the first place, consisted 
of laying in an adequate stock of old Jamaica rum 
at the first whisper of an approach of an epidemic 
of what in Barbados used to be called the 66 new 
sick.” Here is his advice as to the use of the 
rum :—

66 On rising each morning I take a small wine­
glass of this comforting spirit—neat. Before ven­
turing out I well moisten the inside of each nostril 
with neat rum, inhaling deeply through the nos­
trils and emitting through the mouth. I perse­
vere with the nostril treatment during the day 
when likely to come in contact with 6 flu ’ con­
tagion. Whether rum applied in this manner 
reduces ‘ flu ’ microbes to an inoperative state 
through delirium tremens, or whether the microbes 
are rabid prohibitionists, and indignantly decline 
to operate in an uncongenial rum atmosphere, I do 
not know. The fact, so far as I am personally con­
cerned, is that the 6 flu ’ gives me a miss in baulk.”

The writer adds that the only fly in his oint­
ment is the “ excessive price asked for old Jamaica 
rum.”

Relief Measures for the Sugar Industry

Introducing the Budget for 1922 in the Com­
bined Court, on December 20th, the Hon. Cecil 
Clementi, Colonial Secretary, said that a deficit of 
some $950,700 would have to be faced on the 
revenue and expenditure allowed for on the then 
current year. The whole of the Colony’s Reserve 
Fund, as well as the balance of the Surplus and 
Deficit Account, had been absorbed in the actual 
loan expenditure, and there still remained a deficit 
of $1,245,571 in the loan moneys available for 
financing loan work actually done; this deficit was 
met by means of overdrafts on the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, on the Colonial Bank, and on the 
Royal Bank of Canada.

Turning to the 6 per cent, loan now being floated 
by the Colony, the Colonial Secretary said he 
hoped it would realise, if not the full five million 
dollars asked for, then at least set free a sum 
of $500,000 for investment, after paying for all 
the loan works authorised. Investors might well 
consider the 6 per cent, bonds to be gilt-edged, for 
if the Executive’s borrowing powers were fully 
utilised, the total appropriation from revenue in 
respect of loan expenditure would not amount to 
more than 9.7 per cent, of the actual revenue of 
last year. The Government proposed to repeal 
the Invoice Tax, which would relieve imports and 
exports of a tax of 1| per cent, ad valorem, and 
the Profits Tax (Ordinance No. 4 of 1921), and to 
collect payments already due from sugar estates 
in respect of the latter by instalments. It was 
also proposed to suspend the Colonisation Tax, as 
well as assisting the sugar industry by placing 
bags, mules, shooks, and staves on the free list of 
imports. These measures would involve a loss to 
revenue of, altogether, $628,543.

balance this, the Government recommended 
(1) an increase on the surtax to 10 per cent, on 
imported goods under the First Schedule of the 
Customs Duties Ordinance (No. 32 of 1920), and 
20 per cent, on those under the Second Schedule, 
(they stand at present at 5 and 10 per cent., re- 
F Xoly,) J2) An increase of the rum excise duty 
from $3 to $3 60 a gallon; (3) an increase in postal 
rates, (4) additional telephone charges; (5) higher 
rates for motor licences; (6) an increase in the 
duties on tobacco, both British-grown and foreign, 
it having been found that the revenue suffered 
owing to imports of this product from Canada, 
whereas it had not been anticipated that any 
would be brought to the Colony from British

1 Was that the above changes
"tk i 4? additional revenue of $412,661. 
1 ne deficit still remaining ($553,009), the Govern- 
XhVnUggfeSted’- Sh°Uld ba'anced by the im­
position of an income tax. Of the $500,000 re- 
quired, only $125,000 would be paid by the in­
habitants of the Colony, the remainder being 
K^ZdomrOD™neOmeS alrady taXed in the United 

lhe n?n'resident proprietors would not, 
however, pay twice over in respect of the same
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property, so that the real effect would be that the 
Imperial authorities would assign to the Colonial 
Government that proportion of income tax paid 
to the Imperial Treasury which was in respect of 
property in the Colony.

Finally, Mr. Clementi urged, for the better 
stabilisation of the Colony’s finances, that the 
Customs duties should no longer be imposed for 
a year only, as at present, but should be without 
limit of time, the necessary alterations being made 
as required, as in other Colonies.

OBITUARY.

Mr. William Robert Spence.
It is with great regret that we have 

to announce that Mr. William 
Robert Spence died at “Sunnyside,” 
Silverdale Road, Westcliffe-on-Sea, 
on January 24th.

Mr. Spence, who has been more or 
less an invalid for several years, suc­
cumbed to an attack of bronchitis and 
pneumonia at the age of 74. Son of 
W. A. Spence, a Trinity Pilot, he was 
first destined for the sea; but British 
Guiana proved so attractive to him 
that he took up an appointment as 
overseer on a sugar estate there and 
remained in the colony—where he was 
a general favourite—for thirty-five 
years, retiring from the post of mana­
ger of Schoon-ord estate, on which he 
spent eighteen years of his life, in 1902. 
On retirement he came to England 
and took up residence with his sister, 
Mrs. Charles Spence, who died eight 
years ago, and her husband, and he 
was to the last a loyal member of The 
West India Committee. Mr. William 

Some Diamonds.
Match-box and bottle are filled with 
British Guiana diamonds purchased by 

Mr. Thane in January last.

Spence, whose memory will remain 
green among Demerarians of the older 

of the most
andkind-hearted,

generation, was one 
straightforward, ,
honourable of men, and it is a sad 
coincidence that his death should 
have synchronised with the liquida- 
tion of the local company that had acquired the estate 
which he so ably and for so long managed.

A WESTERN KIMBERLEY.

Diamond Boom in British Guiana.
In these days of depression it is comforting to 

know that there is one industry in our South 
American colony in a prosperous condition. That 
is the collection of diamonds, which is progressing 
by leaps and bounds, the presence of well-known 
diamond buyers in Georgetown being a stimulant 
to prospectors, who know that they can speedily 
market their winnings.

In evidence of this, the Circular is able to pubr 
lish a striking illustration of a recent shipment of 
diamonds from Georgetown, British Guiana. It 

depicts part of an actual consign­
ment of these precious stones brought 
down to Demerara early in January, 
and purchased by Mr. Thome, the 
local representative of Messrs. Lewis 
& Marks, Ltd. (the firm of that well- 
known philanthropist, the late Sir 
Bernard Oppenheimer, a life member 
of The West India Committee). The 
bottle, which will be recognised as a 
ginger-ale bottle, contained 4210.25 
cm., of a value of about £20,000. 
The match-box was also full of dia­
monds, forming part of a shipment of 
over 8,000 carats, valued at 
$150,000, shipped by Mr. Thome, 
who in one lot had already sent over 
13,402 cm., of a value of $320,000.

It is not surprising to learn that 
everybody is now talking of dia­
monds in British Guiana, and that, 
according to the Demerara Argosy,
over one thousand persons are now m 
the Mazaruni searching for the pre­
cious stones ! Never before in the 
history of the colony has there been 
so much activity in the diamond in­
dustry, and not even in the gold 
boom did representatives of so many 
classes of colonists throw in their lot 
with the hard bushmen in the at­
tempt to get rich quick. For the 

photograph from which the illustration is repro­
duced the Circular is indebted to Mr. A. Hirsch, 
of Messrs. J. K. Gulland, Ltd.

Mr. C. G. Seale.
Another of the young men who came over from 

Barbados during the war to enlist has just passed 
away in the person of Mr. C. G. Seale. Joining the 
Prince of Wales Civil Service Rifles, this gallant 
young man served in France and was wounded m 
the wrist After demobilisation he jomed the firm 
o"and Co., but his health gave way and he 

died at Bournemouth on 20th January.

Reference is made on ja^ca.

February 20th and 27th.

SIR JOHN HARRISON, C.M.G.

Sir John Harrison, C.M.G., who-came oyer from 
British Guiana in the s.s. Crynssen has just^suc- 
ressfullv undergone an operation m a nurs. S 
at Tunbridge Wells. Sir John Harnson, who has 

wish him a rapid convalescence.

Subscriptions to The west India Committee beeam. 

renewable on January ist last
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THE WEST INDIAN CLUB.

Sir Gilbert Grindle Entertained.
Mr. R. Rutherford presided, on February 16th, 

at a dinner given by the West Indian Club in 
honour of Sir Gilbert Grindle, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
who was recently knighted.

Proposing Sir Gilbert’s health, Mr. Rutherford 
said that their guest, after a brilliant career at 
Oxford, which included a 66 double first,” had been 
appointed to a post in the Local Government 
Board. Fortunately for the West Indies, this only 
lasted three years, after which he entered the 
Colonial Office. Like Sir Charles Lucas and Mr. 
Arthur Pearson, Sir Gilbert had been head of the 
West Indian Department at the Colonial Office, 
and he had also been Private Secretary to that 
greatest of Imperialists, the late Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain. Sir Gilbert’s help and enthu­
siasm had also been of the greatest assistance to 
the West Indian Club, on the committee of which 
he had served for many years. Mr. Rutherford 
professed himself a great believer in the custom of 
officials of the Colonial Office coming into personal 
contact with the territories with which they had to 
deal, and he hoped that Sir Gilbert would himself 
pay a visit to the West Indies.

Replying to the toast, which was enthusiastically 
received, Sir Gilbert expressed his pleasure at the 
congratulations he had received from members of 
the club. It was all the more pleasant, as the 
bureaucracy was not popular just now, and few 
nice things were said about civil servants, espe- 
ciaUy by the Press. In that club they had the 
neoole 11Stenin^ to “any distinguished,
S n a ft were g°vernors-elect who spoke 
of all the fine things they were going to do. There 
were governors on leave who spoke of the fine 
things they were doing; and there were governors 
home after their term of office who spoke of all the 

thiy TJU d have done had not some 
stupid and malevolent person prevented them. 
senTto the West Ta^ he WaS glad he had

Tt W * DePartm“t of the Colonial 
Office. It was said that one distinguished official 
when asked by a subordinate how to proceed to’ 
meet some situation, always replied, “Take the 

steps. ’ On one occasion, however, he was 
appealed to for directions in a matter which seemed 
to present unusual features of novelty, whereuX 
after much pondering, he gave out, 6< Take the 
usual steps m special cases.” In the West Indies 
befad he^ h° SpeC'al °TS- Wh*tever might 
befall, be it hurricane, earthquake, or bad harvest 

was a precedent for dealing with it He 
buT^t w at presentthere was acute depression 

n°WOTSe tha* the West Indies had ex­
perienced—and weathered—before. Their products

CaC?5’ Oil’ etc” wanted in the market^ 
of the world, and he could only regard the present 
trouble as a passing cloud. He would advice anv- 
one who professed not to believe in the West Indies 
to realise the importance of Mr. Edward Wood’s 
the rate'of^ref
the rate of Preference given by the Mother Country.

A HONDURAS SPONGE INDUSTRY.

Mr. L. R. Crawshay, the West India Sponge 
Research Officer, has sent a report to the Governor 
of British Honduras, in which he states that the 
superior quality of certain of the sponges received 
from the Colony last year points to the existence 
of a valuable fishery in British Honduras waters. 
The development of such a fishery could proceed 
along any of three distinct lines, namely (1) by 
opening the waters to sponge fishing generally, and 
encouragement of spongers, probably in most cases 
not natives of the Colony, to fish there; 
(2) by concession of the whole area or of separate 
areas to individuals desiring to carry out sponge 
fishing by the ordinary methods, but under super­
vision and control; (3) by reservation of the whole 
or part of the important sponge bearing grounds, 
so far as at present known, for the special purpose 
of artificial cultivation through the medium of con­
cessions granted to persons approved by the 
Government of the Colony. Mr. Crawshay does 
not recommend either of the first two methods.

Past experience in the Bahamas tends to show 
at every point, that any fishery of limited extent, 
if once it becomes the habitual resort of spongers 
seriously engaged in regular sponge fishmg, can- 
not fad in a short time to suffer from deplet'on. 
!t is doubtful whether even under a controlling 
authority, such as a lessee of any given area any 
exception to this would be likely to occur.

Sponges as objects of commercial enterprise, 
cannot in fact be regarded as in the same category 
as other marine animals, for which the power of 
direct movement affords various ready means of 

Vi ^ra^uaPy coming to be recognised 
that m shallow waters like the sponge-fish in a 
of °sno^S the WreSt Indies’ the Prevailing methods 
^i«P^^lng<are far from satisfactory. The chief 
irfsh °f r<™edyin« them concern the interests 
of fishermen, who by long usage have grown depen- 
and sTdd^h“6 dSrOi for their
£“d t ! of method are naturally a
hardship to them. The Colony of British Hon 
tion^i^thi^™ tO ln a specially favourable posi- 
non m this respect.
ar^r as SUgg6StS th.e rese^ation of a small
area as a Government enclosure, a scheme which 
would soon repay the modest outlay needed 
P?n£e Cldtur^ is Still in the experimental stage 

although its ultimate success is ensured. *

Dinner to”?^^ 1 the West India" a“b
eluded-- rt Gnndle on Feb™ary 16th in-

k a, VH Td'M\r
s-wtfe s? $R

K ft
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THE WEST INDIAN CHAMBERS.

The Associated West Indian Chambers of Com­
merce held an intermediate session in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, on January 23rd-28th last.

The proceedings were inaugurated by Sir Samuel 
Wilson, Governor of Trinidad and Tobago, who 
cordially welcomed the delegates to Trinidad, and 
referred to the manifest advantages of such con­
ferences. Sir Edward Davson then assumed the 
chair and delivered an inspiring presidential 
address, after which the business of the conference 
was begun.

At the outset, resolutions of regret at the death 
of Hon. Adam Smith, C.M.G., and Mr. Edgar 
Tripp were passed unanimously, all members stand­
ing. A discussion then took place regarding trade 
relations with the Mother Country, to which the 
President, Mr. Albert Cipriani, M.B.E.; Hon. 
Donald McDonald (Antigua), Mr. Paul Cressall 
(British Guiana), Mr. Yearwood (St. Kitts), and 
Mr. G. F. Huggins contributed, and resolutions 
were passed favouring a trade agreement with the 
Mother Country, and adding that : “ Inasmuch 
as the present rate of preference granted by Great 
Britain is 16.2-3 per cent, of the full duties, and 
as those granted by the West Indian Colonies range 
from 33A to 50 per cent., this Association respect­
fully suggests to the Secretary of State that, in view 
of a gradual reaction in duty, when the actual 
amount of preference may diminish to a negligible 
amount, His Majesty’s Government should con­
sider the desirability of guaranteeing the continu­
ance of the preference at the existing amount for 
the said period.”

A resolution was also passed urging the doubling 
of the existing preference in the Mother Country 
“ for a period of not less than twelve months in 
order to enable the sugar industry to tide over the 
present period of adversity and to prevent the un­
employment of the people in the sugar growing 
Colonies, which must arise through the inability to 
continue the cultivation of estates.”

Similarly, the doubling of the Canadian prefer­
ence in Canada was advocated.

A claim for preference for arrowroot, and an in­
creased preference on cacao in the United Kingdom 
was submitted by Mr. V. Richards (St. Vincent) 
and Mr. R. C. Fitt (Grenada), and a resolution was 
passed expressing the desire that some beneficial 
measure of relief might be conceded to those in­

dustries. . ..
On the subject of steamship communication, the 

association reaffirmed the desirability of establish­
ing a satisfactory and efficient British passenger 
service between the United Kingdom and the West 
Indies, but regrets that the present time is not 
favourable for the contribution of a substantial 
subsidy from these Colonies. They 
periodical calls by Elders and Fyfies steamers at 
Barbados on their way to Jamaica, and 
the possibility of arrangements being made with 
the Harrison Line (which, it will be recalled, pu 
their passenger steamers on the West Indian route 
at the request of The West India Committee) for a 

regular monthly sailing to and from Barbados, 
Trinidad and British Guiana.

A resolution on the cable position supporting the 
suggestion of The West India Committee, and 
adopted in principle by the Imperial Cable Confer­
ence, and also by the Governments of Canada and 
the West Indies in the declaration appended to the 
Trade Agreement of June 18th, 1920, in favour of 
laying a cable from Bermuda to Barbados, Trini­
dad, and British Guiana, and linking up the islands 
by wireless, was adopted.

The intricacies of income tax legislation were 
next discussed by Mr. R. C. Fitt and Mr. G. F. 
Huggins, and the desirability of securing uni­
formity in respect of it—an object within reason­
able sight of attainment, it being understood that 
the Inter-departmental Committee which was set 
up at the suggestion of The West India Committee 
is proposing to draft a model income tax Bill for 
consideration in all the colonies not possessing re­
sponsible government.

Sir Edward Davson next gave a resume of the 
history of the proposed Central conference, which 
he said had fallen through owing to a misunder 
standing. British Guiana and Barbados had stood 
out, but the Windward Islands, which were believed 
to have done the same, had, he was informed when 
passing through those islands, not done so after all. 
The scheme had nothing to do with any question 
of confederation, but was intended to set up a cen­
tral body with a secretariat (which might be main­
tained out of the profits of the seigniorage if the 
West Indies established their own coinage) to dis­
cuss matters of common interest in commerce and 
regarding health, laws, etc., and a resolution in­
viting the members to keep the matter before their 
Governments was seconded by Mr. H. B. G. 
Austin (Barbados), supported by Mr. McDonald 
(Antigua), Mr. Fitt (Grenada), and other delegates, 
and carried unanimously.

The Hague Rules were then discussed and ap­
proved, and the delegates turned their attention to 
the question of freight rates, which were con­
demned by Mr. Richards, Mr. Cipriani, Mr. 
McDonald, Mr. Austin, and Mr. Cressall, while Mr. 
Huggins explained the position of the ship-owner, 
pointing out that the position of the West Indies 
could not be compared with that of West Africa, 
which could offer larger and more regular ship­
ments. The resolution was, however, carried 
unanimously. . . .

A resolution was then passed inviting The West 
India Committee and the British Empire Producers’ 
Organisation to investigate the complaints of the 
refiners that they were experiencing delay m ob­
taining drawbacks of duty, and that the exporting 
confectioners objected to purchasing preferential 
sugar, since they only received drawback at the 
preferential rate, and the conference was brought 
to a close by the re-election of Sir Edward Davson 
as President, on the motion of Mr. H. B. It. 
Austin, and the election of an Executive .Committee 
comprising the Presidents of the Trinidad, Bar­
bados, and British Guiana Chambers, and the Hon. 
D. McDonald, Hon. D. S. De Freitas and Mr. John 
Barclay (Windward Islands).



100 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIHCULAR. March 2, 1922.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

La.gga.rd St. Lucia.
Mr. Parker, replying to Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. 

Cuthbert James, on February 28th, said that he re­
gretted that no annual report for St. Lucia had been 
received since that for 1915-16, but he was taking 
special steps to secure the publication of an up-to-date 
report on this Colony.

Revenue from Beet.
Sir Robert Horne (Chancellor of the Exchequer) in­

formed Mr. C. White, on February 16th, that the 
revenue derived from the Excise Duty on home-grown 
sugar during the current financial year was approxi­
mately ^88,000 to January 31st last. The rate at 
which the duty was levied per ton was five-sixths of 
^.23 6s. 8d. on sugar polarising at over 98 degrees, 
and proportionate rates on sugar of lower polarisa­
tions.

Revenue from Rum.
Mr. Hilton Young (Financial Secretary to the Trea­

sury), replying to Lieut.-Col. James on February 28th, 
said that the net revenue derived from the Customs 
duties on rum in the years referred to was as follows :

Year ended 31st Mar., 1913
„ 1919
„ 1920
„ ¡1921

Rum.
£ 

2,381,298 
2,971,147 
9,181,584 
9.961,927

Imitation 
Rum.

£ 
6,823 
3,199 
6,717 
3,116 

Total.
£ 

2,388,121 
2,974,346 
9,188,301 
9,965,043

f ment by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies (in Trinidad on January 28th), re­
presents in substance the policy which His Majesty’s 
Government propose for the acceptance of Parlia­
ment, namely, an undertaking to the West Indian 
Colonies that the preference on goods at present en­
titled to preferential rates on importation into the_

< United Kingdom shall be continued for 10 years^Hie ' 
V undertaking would be that the Customs Duties on 

such goods, other than spirits, shall bear to the duties 
on similar goods imported from foreign countries the 
proportions prescribed by the Second Schedule of the 
Finance Act, 1919, and that the Customs Duties on 
spirits shall be lower, by not less than 2s. 6d. per 
proof gallon, than the duties on foreign spirits of a 
like kind.

“ His Majesty’s Government do not consider that 
it will be necessary to make any formal agreement 
with the West Indies. They assume that the West 
Indian Colonies will continue to accord preference to 
goods of the Mother Country throughout the period. 
The proposal for an undertaking to the West Indian 
Colonies is due to the representations made to His 
Majesty’s Government that the introduction of fur­
ther capital is necessary to maintain and develop 
the main industries in the West Indies and that the 
raising of this capital will be greatly facilitated if the 
producers can be guaranteed that the preference which 
they enjoy in the United Kingdom market will be 
assured to them over a definite term of years.

“ I ought to make it clear that there is no inten­
tion of giving less favourable treatment to goods 
imported into the United Kingdom from any other 
part of the Empire during the 10 years in question.”

Retail Prices of Sugar.
Dr. Macnamara (Minister of Labour), in reply to 

Major Barnes on February 9th, supplied the following 
table showing the average retail prices of granulated 
sugar in the United Kingdom since the beginning of 
(the war.

July, 1914 ........................
s.
0

d.
2 Dec., 1919, to March, 1920

s.
0

d.
88th August, 1914 0 31 April and May, 1920 0 10September, 1914 ............. 0 3a June, 1920, to Nov., 1920 1 2October, 1914 ............. 0 31 December, 1920 o 10Nov., 1914, to Sept., 1915 0 34 January, 1921 ............. o 9iOct., 1915, to Jan., 1916 ... 0 4 February, 1921 ............. o 9

February, 1916 ............ 0 4i March, 1921 ... o 84March, 1916 ... ............. 0 44 April and May, 1921 o 8iApril, 1916 ... ............. 0 41 June,1921 ........................ oMay, 1916, to August, 1916 0 51 July,1921 ............. Q 71
Sept., 1916, to May, 1917 0 54 August and Sept., 1921 ... o 7June,1917 ............. 0 51 October, 1921 ............. o 64July, 1917, to April, 1918... 0 6 Nov. and Dec., 1921 o 53May, 1918, to Nov., 1919... 0 7 January, 1922 ............. 0

Cost of Living in Jamaica.

Mr. Winston Churchill informed Mr. W. Graham 
on February 14th last, that the Governor of Jamaica 
had appointed a Committee to report on the index 
figure of the cost of living in the island. He did 
not know to what extent publicity had been given 
in Jamaica to the Report in question, but it& had 
been communicated to a local Whitley Committee 
appointed to advise as to the necessity of regrading 
public officers’ salaries at the present time, *and he 
understood that,. on the receipt of the Report of that 
Committee, which had been published locally, a 
Commission had been appointed to consider the whole 
question of the remuneration of Government officers 
in the colony.

The Preferential Undertaking.

Mr. Churchill, replying to a question by Sir S 
Hoare, on February 23rd, said : The announce-

The Kelham Beet Factory.
Sir A. Boscawen (Minister of Agriculture), replying 

to Mr. Royds on February 22nd, said that the present 
financial position of the sugar beet factory at Kelham 
gave cause for anxiety. Owing to the high cost of 
erecting the factory the company had exhausted their 
capital by the end of last year, and the directors had 
applied to the Government for permission to borrow 
a further amount up to ^200,000 in priority to the 
second mortgage held by the Government, and for 
a remission of the Excise Duty on home-manufac­
tured sugar. The application of the company had 
been referred to a special Committee appointed by 
the Ministry in conjunction with the Treasury, under 
the chairmanship of Sir William McLintock. The 
Committee had recommended that permission should 
not be given to the company to raise further money 
to rank before the existing second mortgage, and 
in regard to the Excise Duty they had pointed out 
that its remission would amount to a subsidy on 
beet growing at the rate of ¿24 an acre. The Govern­
ment had decided to act on the Report of the Com­
mittee and the directors of the company were con­
sidering the whole position, but owing to the high 
costs of production in this country at present they 
had suspended entering into any contracts with 
farmers for the growing of beet this season. The 
Government held ^250,000 in shares in the company, 
which was half the issued capital, and had also ad­
vanced a loan of ^125,000 to the company on a second 
mortgage, subject to a prior charge of ^40,000 for 
cash advanced by the company’s bankers. The Gov­
ernment also guaranteed a dividend of 5 per cent, 
per annum on the 250,000 shares subscribed by the 
public for the 10 years ending March 31st, 1930, but 
this guarantee ceased if the company went into liqui­
dation or ceased to manufacture sugar.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “Agronomist.”

Mauritius has made the acquaintance of some 
sixty varieties of canes, many of which have en­
tirely disappeared, due to the attacks of fungoid 
and insect pests, and of rats.

* * *
The history of “sugar boiling” in England dates 

back to 1544, when two refineries were in operation. 
In 1659 German workmen were engaged for the 
work, monopolising it until the end of the nine­
teenth century. The Clyde refining industry started 
in 1669, and in 1688 there were upwards of 50 re­
fineries at work in the United Kingdom.

* * *
The Naparima district of Trinidad contains de­

posits of selenite, the crystalline form of gypsum. 
Occasional pockets of this mineral exist within easy 
reach of the surface. In view of the important posi­
tion which gypsum holds in the manurial treatment 
of clay soils, it would probably be found worth 
while to mine the Trinidad selenite and prepare it 
for application to the local soil by calcining.

* * *
The land laws of the Philippines provide that no 

corporation may own more than 1,000 acres of land. 
This has developed the Central Factory system in 
those islands, having led to the formation of the 
Central Milling Company, which erects the factory 
and contracts with the planters. The planters re­
ceive, as a rule, 50 per cent, of the sugar produced, 
or the equivalent, in payment for their canes.

* * *
Carbon bisulphide is of great use as an insecticide, 

and Mr. W. E. Hinds, of the Alabama Experiment 
Station, has recently classified the conditions of its 
use. These are (1) species that live underground on 
the roots of plants, or that nest in the ground; (2) 
species that attack various stored products, such as 
grains, peas, etc.; and (3) insects that cannot be at­
tacked satisfactorily by spraying, together with 
various wood borers, which cannot be reached with 
solid or liquid poisons, but only with vapours.

* * *
The present population of the world is about 

1,700,000,000, of which 550,000,000 are white and 
1,150,000,000 coloured. Before the war, the popu­
lation of Europe was 450,000,000—that is to say, 
four-fifths of the entire white race was concentrated 
on less than one-fifth of the white world’s territorial 
area. Of the coloured population, the yellows num­
ber over 500,000,000, the browns 450,000,000, and 
the blacks 150,000,000. The reds, belonging to the 
Western Hemisphere, only add up to 50,000,000.

* * *
The Louisiana Planter states that in Porto Rico, 

a field of 144 acres planted with a new 
cane, developed in Saint Croix by r. u g 
Smith, yielded 903.76 tons of cane, which gave 
120.47 tons of 96 deg. sugar, or 8.3 tons to the acre. 
From another area of 47 acres on the same estate, 
6.8 tons of sugar per acre was obtained from twe v 
months-old canes. It is not mentioned whether the 

tons were short or long, but the return is phe­
nomenal in either case for a West Indian Island.

* * *
In the course of a lecture delivered before the 

Automobile Club of Queensland, Mr. I. B. Hender­
son, the Government Analyst, said, with regard to 
the production of alcohol from sweet potatoes, that 
by careful cultivation a yield of at least 20 tons of 
the latter per acre could be secured; that only one 
sweet potato disease or pest was known, viz., the 
weevil; and that one ton would yield about 35 gal­
lons of alcohol. The cost of potatoes per gallon of 
spirit Mr. Henderson put down as being 7d., and of 
the distilling operations 5d.

* * *
The Australian Sugar Journal, in its November 

issue, reproduces a photograph of a remarkable 
Papuan cane, known locally under the name of 
Paile. A distinguishing feature of it appears to be 
its great length, associated with an upright habit. 
The Journal states that the Australian sugar indus­
try has been to much expense in collecting native 
sugar canes from various parts of Papua, and that, 
while a large proportion of these have proved value­
less, on the whole the enterprise has been highly 
remunerative.

* * *
During the last two years, experiments have been 

conducted in Australia with the view of discovering 
a cheap and satisfactory method of extracting oil 
from shale, of which there are considerable deposits 
in that country. The results have been satisfac­
tory, as much as 160 gallons of crude oil being ob­
tained from a ton of shale. The scene of the opera­
tions is 90 miles from Sydney, near Mittagong, and 
the shale field is said to cover an area of 6,000 acres. 
The quality of the oil is excellent.

* * *
Metals, like human beings, become tired after pro­

longed monotonous exertion, and require rest. A 
piece of metal, for instance, which is subject to con­
stant vibration will gradually lose its strength, but 
will recover it again if allowed to remain quiet. The 
fatigue testing of metals is, therefore, a matter of 
great importance. It is, indeed, more important to 
know at what stage a piece of metal becomes over­
tired, and in danger of collapse, than to know its 
hardness or its elasticity. The Australian Sugar 
Journal states that an ingenious apparatus has been 
devised by which the results of a “fatigue test” can 
be obtained in a few minutes.

* * *
Mr. T. W. Crawford has been using fertilisers on 

the cane-lands of his Queensland estate for a num­
ber of years in such a manner that the crops now 
are as good as they were when the soil was virgin. 
He states that for plant canes the system he em­
ploys is to distribute 5 cwts. of “meatworks 
manure per acre in the bottom of the drills when 
planting is done. Four to six months after plant­
ing, a dressing of cwts. of sulphate of ammonia 
is applied. Ratoons are given one or two applica­
tions of sulphate of ammonia, at the rate of I2 cwts. 
per acre, with frequently from 4 cwts. to 5 cwts. 
of “ meatworks.”



102 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. March 2, 1922.

THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 80.)

The Story of Panama.
Vasco Nunez Balboa was the first European to 

set eyes upon the Pacific. Fearing that his repu­
tation might suffer through evil reports about his 
conduct being disseminated in Spain by Enciso, his 
predecessor in command of the colony of Darien, 
he determined to embark upon some great enter­
prise in order to win the favour of his sovereign. 
Consequently, with 190 Spaniards and 1,000 
natives, he started forth across the Isthmus to dis­
cover the new seas, and the gold of Peru, of the ex­
istence of which he had heard from a cacique. After 
a tramp of many days over mountains and through 
almost impenetrable forests, his efforts were re­
warded. On 29th September, 1513, Balboa—and 
not Cortez as the poet has it—

“with eagle eyes
. . stared at the Pacific—and all his men 

Look’d at each other with a wild surmise—
Silent, upon a peak in Darien.”

Descending to the shore, he named the ocean the 
“Great South Sea,” and took possession of it on 
behalf of Spain.

The discovery of Peru by Pizarro in 1526 fol­
lowed, and when the wealth of the new territories on 
the Pacific began to be developed, the mule track 
across the Isthmus, known as the Gold Road, be­
came vastly important, much valuable treasure 
being carried over it to Chagres year in and year 
out.

The Isthmus of Panama was included in the 
Viceroyalty of Granada, and shared the vicissitudes 
of Spain’s possessions on the Spanish Main—which, 
it should be pointed out, is the North shore of South 
America, and not, as many suppose, the high seas. 
Liberated from the Spanish yoke by Simon Bolivar, 
Panama eventually became an integral part of the 
Republic of Colombia.

The subsequent history of the country is closely 
wrapped up with that of the Panama Canal. The 
possibility of piercing the Isthmus was first con­
sidered by Spain in the days of her greatness and 
pride, when she was anxious to find a short trade 
route to the East Indies. Her Ministers found, 
however, that the neck of land helped her to pro­
tect her possessions in Peru, and consequently they 
shelved the idea of making a canal.

It was not until the nineteenth century, when 
the United States began to feel the need for com - 
munication between her eastern and western sea­
boards, that the question of an Isthmian canal was 
seriously revived. For a while the construction 
of a canal through Nicaragua was favoured. 
The Atlantic terminal of this would have been in a 
country over which Great Britain had long exer­
cised control, and in 1850 the famous Bulwer 
Clayton Treaty was signed by Great Britain and 
the United States, which provided that neither 
Government should ever obtain nor maintain for 
itself any exclusive control of any canal connecting 
the Atlantic and the Pacific, nor erect fortifications 
protecting it.

A Corpse for every Sleeper.
The rush of gold-seekers to California in 1849 

led to the construction of the railway across the 
Isthmus of Panama, of which mention has already 
been made. Stevens secured a concession for the 
line from the Government of New Granada, and 
work upon it was commenced in 1850. The sick­
ness and mortality among the labourers owing to 
the ravages of yellow fever and malaria were simply 
appalling, and it is said that for every sleeper of the 
railroad, one victim of disease was buried in the 
cemetery of Monkey Hill—now more happily 
named Mount Hope. Nevertheless, the railroad 
was completed, and in 1855 the first train crossed 
the Isthmus from Aspinwall, as Colon was then 
called, on Manzanillo island to Panama city.

Various canal schemes were now actively dis­
cussed, but it was not until the completion of the 
Suez Canal in 1869 that they assumed definite shape. 
Then the French engineer and financier Ferdinand 
de Lesseps came on the scene. He summoned a 
Congress in Paris in 1879, and two years later the 
Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interocéanique 
de Panama was floated. The railway was pur­
chased by that concern for 825,500,000, and work 
was begun in 1881 on a sea-level canal. An im­
mense quantity of valuable machinery was sent 
out, and the French engineers set about their task 
with the wonderful skill and perseverance to which 
their successors afterwards bore testimony. Owing, 
however, to the magnitude of the task and to pecu­
lation and fraud, the company was unable to stand 
the strain, and after spending 8300,000,000 it went 
into liquidation in 1889. The New Panama Com­
pany was formed to take over the assets, including 
the railway, which they continued to work; they 
also proceeded with the excavation, to some extent.

The war with Spain in 1898 gave the United 
States a further object-lesson of the need for a 
canal, one of her vessels, the Oregon, having to 
make a perilous voyage of 13,000 miles from^the 
Pacific round the Horn to the Atlantic to join the 
main fleet. So a Commission was appointed to con­
sider what would be the best route for a canal 

under the control, management, and ownership 
of the United States.” It favoured a Nicaraguan 
Canal, considering that the price asked for its plant 
and good-will by the New Panama Canal Company, 
whose works, including the railway, they valued 
at $40,000,000, was excessive. Realising how 
futile it would be to compete with a Government 
owned canal, the New Panama Company imme­
diately offered to sell at that price, and the pur­
chase was duly authorised by the “ Spooner ” Act 
of 1902. By the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty of 1901. 
Great Britain had waived the right of joint control, 
it being agreed that the canal should be “ free and 
open to the vessels of commerce and of war of all 
nations .... on terms of entire equality,” 
and all that remained was for the United States to 
make a satisfactory arrangement with Colombia.

A treaty was thereupon negotiated whereby the 
United States agreed to pay $10,000,000, and an 
annual rent of $100,000 after nine years for a strip 
of land across the Isthmus. Colombia, however.



March 2, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 103

refused to ratify, and a few days later Panama 
declared her independence. Hostilities appeared 
to be imminent ; but at this juncture the United 
States intervened. By a singular coincidence her 
warships were lying on either side of the Isthmus, 
and, anticipating the policy of “self determination 
for small nations ” of later years, they assisted the 
Panamanians very materially by refusing to permit 
Colombia to land troops. Consequently Panama 
won the day. Her independence was immediately 
recognised by the United States, and within a few 
months a treaty was negotiated with the new-born 
Republic and ratified, by which the Canal Zone 
was leased to the United States for $10,000,000, 
and an annual payment of $250,000 after nine 
years.

As soon as these little political difficulties were 
out of the way, the United States appointed a Com­
mission to undertake the organisation and manage­
ment of the enterprise; and in 1906 tenders were 
invited for the construction of the canal. These, 
proving, however, unsatisfactory. President 
Roosevelt decided that the Government should 
carry out the work, which was accordingly placed 
under the immediate control of the Corps of En­
gineers, with Major (afterwards General) G. W. 
Goethals as the presiding genius.

Thereafter material was rapidly assembled, and 
a small army of sanitary experts descended on the 
Isthmus and at once proceeded, with characteristic 
thoroughness, to clean up that Augean stable.

The undertaking was a vast one. The engineer­
ing difficulties that had to be faced were admittedly 
considerable, but they were not greater than the 
French engineers could have mastered. What 
really defeated de Lesseps and his colleagues were 
the terrible health conditions, which decimated 
the labour force, and shady finance. If these two 
disadvantages had been eliminated, the French 
would, no doubt, have completed the Canal just 
as successfully as the Americans have done. It 
was not, however, until after the Spanish-American 
war that practiced use was made of the discovery 
of Manson and Ross that the anopheles mosquito 
was the carrier of malaria, and those of Read. 
Carroll, Lazear and Agramente, who had proved 
that the stegomyia was similarly the communicat­
ing agent in the case of yellow fever.

Colonel Gorgas, who, by the enforcement of rigid 
sanitary measures, and the prosecution of a cease­
less warfare against mosquitos, had completely rid 
Havana of “ Yellow Jack ” shortly after the 
termination of hostilities, was sent to Panama on a 
similar mission. This he carried out so effectively 
that in an incredibly short space of time th.Canal 
Zone was transformed from a pestilential and^reek- 
¡na hot-bed of disease to the health resort it no 
is—incidentally furnishing a striking 
to the neighbouring British Colonies as to what 
could be done by the adoption of modern sanitation 
and bv screening houses and vats against mosqui toes y ¥he question of finance was more easfiy 

»hed for it soon became clear that money was 
of no object to the United States 
were determined to see the business through, what- 

ever it might cost them.

British “Silver Employees.”
British West Indians, attracted by the handsome 

wages offered to them, now flocked to Colon, and 
though they had a reputation for not being parti­
cularly fond of work in their own islands, it will 
redound to their everlasting credit that it was they 
—to the number of some 40,000 or more—who per­
formed the lion’s share of the manual labour in­
volved in making the “ Big Ditch.” Dubbed 
“ Silver Employees,” to distinguish them from the 
more highly paid white engineers and managers, 
who were called “Gold Employees,” they had never 
been better looked after in their lives than they 
were during the construction period, and it must 
be said for them they responded to this treatment 
by giving of their best.

For seven long years the great work proceeded, 
by night as well as day, under the supreme control 
of that unique organising genius Goethals, and it 
must have been a proud moment for all concerned 
when, on October 10th, 1913, the final obstruction 
in the Canal was blown up by a vast charge of 
dynamite, ignited by an electric current set in 
motion by the then President of the United States, 
Mr. Woodrow Wilson, at Washington, 2,000 miles 
away.

If you ask them what the direction of the Panama 
Canal is, nine people out of ten will reply, “ East 
and west.” That is entirely wrong, for it actually 
runs north-west to south-east, and newcomers io 
Panama City are consequently not a little surprised 
when they see the sun rising from the Pacific 
Ocean, instead of from behind the mountains of 
Panama, as they expect it to do.

The French originally proposed to make a sea 
level canal, and as the tide of the Pacific has a 
fourteen feet greater rise and fall than that of the 
Atlantic, there was a good deal of speculation as 
to what would happen when the waters of the 
two oceans were united. The Americans, however, 
eventually favoured a high level canal, involving 
the construction of locks to lift vessels over the 
backbone of the Isthmus. So the Chagres River 
was dammed at Gatun, forming a lake, to which 
vessels are raised by a flight of three locks. Thence 
they pass through an immense cutting—the famous 
Culebra Cut—on emerging from which they de­
scend to the Pacific by three more locks one at 
Pedro Miguel, and two at Miraflores, the total 
distance traversed being 50| miles from deep water 
in the Atlantic to deep water in the Pacific, or 40 
miles from coast to coast.

(To be continued.)

The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, in its issue 
of February 18th, compliments those savants 
specialists bien connus,” Mr. Llewelyn Jones 
Mr F. I. Scard, on their work, The Manufac­
ture of Cane Sugar,” recently published by The 
West India Committee, to which it adds a word 
ol praise for the appearance of the volume s ah 

în„. “ L’ouvrage est imprime avec luxe et lait 
errand honneur aux éditeurs et au Comité des Indes 
Sttales britanniques sous les -spices duqu 

il a été publié. Nul doute qu il ne soit tort 
apprécié dans les cercles sucriers coloniaux.
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JAMAICA GOVERNORS.
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

(Continued from page 81 and concluded.)

IX.—Sir Render Molesworth.
Leslie, in his 66 New History of Jamaica,” says 

of Molesworth :—
“This Gentleman behaved to the univerfal Satis­

faction of the If land; his Deportment was courteous, 
he was eafy of Accefs, given to no Vice or Extrava­
gance, and effectually recommended himself to every 
one by a fincere upright Conduct: In his Time the 
Laws were well executed; Trade revived, and the 
Colony was at Peace, and happy : He was a Man of 
moderate Principles, nor expressed any manner of 
Disregard to those who differed from the established 
Opinions. The Jews began about this time to make 
a considerable Figure, their Numbers daily increased, 
and as they understood Trade better than any of the 
Planters or Merchants could pretend to do, the 
Governor found it necessary to encourage that People : 
They were allowed many Privileges, and had a Per- 
miffion to erect Synagogues, and perform Divine Wor­
ship according to their own Forms.”

On his arrival, Albemarle tried to make Moles­
worth give security to the extent of £100,000 in 
respect of treasure from 66 the wreck,” in spite of 
which Albemarle forcibly took from the ship on 
which Molesworth had put them, certain chests of 
plate and coin for the King’s tenths of the wreck. 
Molesworth was to have sailed for England on the 
12th of May, 1688, but the Governor detained him. 
He protested, and the King gave him leave to 
return. In October he was home, and on petition 
was relieved of his bond of £100,000.

On November 30th, 1688, the King wrote to the 
Deputy Governor, Sir Francis Watson, that, having 
heard of Albemarle’s death, he had ordered Lieut.- 
Governor Molesworth to repair to Jamaica and 
assume the government. Things relating to the 
Government were to be restored to the state in 
which they were on the Duke’s arrival, and on the 
11th of January the Prince of Orange wrote to the 
President of Jamaica announcing that he had taken 
on himself the administration of England, and that 
he appointed Hender Molesworth Lieut.-Governor, 
and all officers were to be restored as they were’ 
before the arrival of the Duke of Albemarle.

In April, Molesworth wrote to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, asking that Beckford should be rein­
stated at Port Royal :—
T “Jamaica is close to Tortudos, Petit Guavos, and the 
Isle of Ash, where French privateers abound and can 
reach it m two days. The safety of Port Royal de­
pends much on the vigilance of the officers of the place 
and the commanders of the forts.”

In May, the following reasons for sending Colonel 
Hender Molesworth Governor to Jamaica were sub­
mitted by the Ear! of Shrewsbury to the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations :—

“ i. Such is the King’s direction of 22 February 
last 2. It is desired by all the merchants and 
planters concerned in Jamaica. 3. He is a man of 
interest and estate in the Island. 4. He is esteemed 
by the inhabitants, as is shown by the fact that seven­
teen men came forward to be his security when that 
hardship was put on him by the Duke of Albemarle 

5. He proved his fitness in his three years of success­
ful government. 6. His knowledge of the people 
makes him better qualified than a stranger to select 
good officers. 7. A popular Governor is wanted after 
the arbitrary rule of the Duke of Albemarle. 8. The 
trade with Spain, which was ruined and destroyed in 
the Duke’s time, can only be retrieved by Colonel 
Molesworth. 9. He knows the interests of the French 
and Spaniards in the West Indies, which will be of 
great advantage at the present time.”

On the 13th June, Shrewsbury wrote that the King 
had appointed Molesworth Governor of Jamaica, 
and the Lords of Trade and Plantations were to 
prepare his despatches. In the same month he 
offered various suggestions for the improvement of 
matters at Jamaica, which were duly considered. 
On the 8th of July, 1689, an order passed for his 
commission as Governor to be .issued, and on the 
19th he was created a baronet by William HI., 
being the first baronet created by that monarch; 
but he died on the 12th of August. His elder 
brother John, the second baronet, died in the same 
year. Hender Molesworth’s first wife was Grace, 
daughter of Captain George Mangye, widow of 
Thomas Tottle, Receiver-General of Jamaica. She 
died in August, 1687, and lies buried in the Church 
of St. Anne’s, Soho, where there is a handsome 
monument to her memory, for the erection of 
which Molesworth left £40. He married secondly, 
at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, on the 12th of 
February, 1688-9, Mary Temple, widow of his 
friend, Sir Thomas Lynch. She was then twenty- 
two years of age. She lost by her marriage her 
interest in her husband’s Jamaica properties, and 
retained only £200 and his house in “Lester 
ffields.” She died in July, 1721, leaving instruc­
tions that she should be buried in St. Ann’s, 
Westminster, “ near my late husband.”

Molesworth’s arms,* as given on his first wife’s 
monument in St. Anne’s, Soho, were : Gules an 
inescutcheon vaire between eight cross crosslets, or 
the same as those borne by the Viscounts Moles­
worth of Swords, County Dublin.

His will is recorded at the Record Office, Spanish 
Town. It is dated 2nd April, 1689, with a codicil 
executed the following day. To his wife, who was 
otherwise provided for, he left his household 
goods and his jewels, including the ruby ring which 
he wore in memory of Colonel Colbeck, also the 
property Cow Park in St. Catherine. To his god-

Fortunatus Dwarris, he left his property, 
Golden Grove m St. George’s. He left £50 to his 
friend Colonel William Beeston, and £20 yearlv 
for hfe to Captain George Mangye, the father of his 
first wife.

Ponction of commercial cotton for 
1921-22 is estimated by the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture to be 15,593,000 bales of 500 
lbs. gross weight. This is the smallest on record 
for the 21 years that the Department has been 
publining records, and the quality is considerably 
less than that of the 20,773,000 bales of 1920-21. 
1 he United States and Egypt will this year onlv 
produce 61.4 per cent, of their previous crops.

*See page 15.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Bahamas and the Empire Exhibition.

The Legislature, after sitting for nearly a year, 
was prorogued on January i6th. The Chamber of 
Commerce will ask the Government for a grant of 
£5,000 for the purpose of participation in the British 
Empire Exhibition, 1924. It was suggested that a 
Submarine Film Co. be asked to prepare a motion 
picture showing the marine life of the Colony for this 
object.

Barbados Sugar Plantation Sales.
Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, writing on February 1st, 

states that, in spite of the depression, there still seems 
to be some demand for sugar estates in Barbados. 
Spencer’s Plantation (526 acres), in the Parish of Christ 
Church, was sold at the end of January to Mr. J. S. 
Williams for £11,Soo, and Rugby Plantation, St. 
Thomas, has been bought by Mr. T. B. Lashley for 
£5,050. The reaping season is in full swing. For­
tunately, most of the factories are independent of the 
Government water supply, for the Government have 
notified factory owners that owing to the diminution 
of the supply and the increase in demand, they will 
not be able to let any factories have water this season. 
—Captain G. B. Evelyn has been appointed to com­
mand “B” Company of the Barbados Volunteers in 
succession to Captain J. B. Howell, who has retired.

The Cayman Islands’ Report.
The tardy publication of the Annual General Report 

of the Cayman Islands for 1918-19, which is just to 
hand, brings these remote communities once more into 
the light of day. His Honour H. H. Hutchings, the 
Commissioner,'states that the commercial and social 
life of the islands appear to have been little disturbed 
by the world war, but they became in the period under 
review (October 1st, 1918, to September 30th, 1919), 
more and more affected by influences from outside. 
United States gold and notes, which largely consti­
tuted the circulating medium, rapidly disappeared, 
and business arrangements were upset.

There is no immigration, but emigration to the 
southern ports of the United States, whilst not great, 
is steady. Labourers from the islands who find em- 
plovment in Cuba return to their homes about twice a 
year. The health of the people is stated to be good, 
but the absence of the anopheles is counterbalanced by 
the activity of the culex mosquito.

The value of the imports from all countries in the 
year under review amounted to £44,828, an increase 
of nearly £7,000 on the figures for the preceding 
If one excepts the building of small vessels, which 
are occasionallv sold abroad, the making of thatch 
rope from the” leaves of a palm indigenous to the 
Islands is practically the only industry with an ex­
port. A total of 1,196,000 fathoms of this rope, valued 
at £1,836, was shipped during the year, 95 per cent, 
going to Jamaica. , ,

The financial position of the Dependency is sound, 
the balance of assets at the close of the year standing 
at £3,796, and there is no Public Debt. .

Georgetown, Grand Cayman, is proud of being a 
port of registry, and has 52 vessels on its register. 
No steamships, however, other than war vessels, visi 
the Dependency, and intercourse with the outside 
world is maintained by small trading schooners if ] 
voyage to Jamaica, Cuba and the Gulf ports. a 

are irregular, and in 1919 there was a period of forty- 
three days of isolation. There are only two carriage 
roads in the Dependency, the usual means of loco­
motion being by horseback riding along the bridle­
paths which connect the various localities.

The Transfer of the Demerara Railway.

Mr. J. V. Fitzpatrick, writing on January 19th, re­
cords a decided improvement in the weather. The 
Government have announced their intention of intro­
ducing into the Court of Policy a Bill on the lines of 
recent legislation in Jamaica to provide for a loan of 
$1,000,000 from the Colonial Bank and the Royal Bank 
of Canada for two years for the purpose of financing 
the sugar industry. It is proposed that advances 
should be made through a Board of Control, including, 
in addition to officials and the Bank managers, Hon. 
A. P. Sherlock, Hon. R. E. Brassington, and Hon. F. 
Dias. The proposal has come as a great relief to 
locally owned estates.—Having taken over the con­
trol of the Demerara Railway from January 1st, the 
Government have decided to reduce the surcharge on 
the tonnage rates on sugar estates produce and stores 
from 35 per cent, to 25 per cent.

Asphalt for* Jamaica’s Capital.

The municipal authorities of Kingston are con­
sidering a project to improve the condition of the roads 
by paving them with Trinidad asphalt.—The death is 
recorded of Mr. Charles Malabre, J.P., a much re­
spected business man. Mr. Malabre was the local 
agent of the Leyland, Harrison, and White Star Lines, 
director of many Companies, and for twenty-five years 
the Consul for France.—The proposed fusion of the 
parish of St. Andrew with Kingston, in favour of 
which a resolution was recently passed in the Legis­
lative Council, has led to indignant protests among 
St. Andrew taxpayers, and a public meeting at Mavis 
Bank was marked by heated passages between Sir 
Alexander Swettenham and Major Dixon, Member for 
the Parish, who eventually left the meeting.

At a meeting on January 10th of the Rum and Sugar 
Committee of the Jamaica Imperial Association, Mr. 
F. L. Clarke and Mr. W. Morrison urged that rum 
might also form the subject of representations on the 
part of the delegates proceeding to England from the 
sugar growing Colonies. Mr. A. W. Farquharson, the 
Jamaica delegate, replied that as regards rum, the 
position of Jamaica was a peculiar one, and ought to 
be dealt with by the Jamaica delegate alone. Mr. P. C. 
Cork pointed out that rum was treated in the same 
way in England as whisky, and it would be impossible 
either to obtain a reduction in the rum duties, leaving 
those on other spirits untouched, or to persuade the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to sacrifice a considerable 
amount of revenue by reducing the duties on all. 
Mr. Horace Myers said that, owing to the duties im­
posed in England, better prices could be obtained for 
Jamaica cacao from other countries, and the same 
thing applied to coffee and tobacco.

The Montserrat Cotton Crop.
Mr. K. P. Penchoen wrote on 16th January that all 

o-innino- of cotton was expected to be finished that 
month, but with the exception of a shipment on the 
part of growers who required advances, the crop is 
being- stored in the Island awaiting the disposal of last 
year’s crop. Planters were then busy destroying old 
plants.— The Governor paid a short visit to Mont­
serrat in December on his way to Dominica, and it is 
believed that His Excellency intends to pay a visit 
of some duration shortly.
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Mr. Edward Wood in St. Luoia.

Mr. Wood and his party reached St. Lucia on Sun­
day, January 8th. The next day he received a number 
of deputations, starting with one from the Representa­
tive Government Association, led by Mr. L. T. Augier 
McVane. In the afternoon Mr. Wood, Major Ormsby- 
Gore and Mr. Wiseman went to Columbus Square, 
where they were presented with addresses by Mr. 
T. G. Westall, Chairman of the Castries Town Board, 
Hon. George Williams, President of the Agricultural 
and. Commercial Society, and Mr. George Cooper, 
representing the Friendly Societies. On the 10th Mr. 
Wood gave an audience to the Unofficial Members of 
the Legislature in the Council Chamber, and after 
a visit to Soufrière, in a motor launch, left the Island 
on the 11th.

St. Vincent’s Pensioners.
At a meeting of the Legislative Council on January 

23rd, the unofficial members pressed various measures 
of retrenchment, and the temporary increase of 25 per 
cent, for pensioners in the United Kingdom and 10 per 
cent, for others was accordingly reduced by half. The 
recent increases in the salaries of public officers were 
also curtailed. The Sentry announces the death of Dr. 
McDowall, who only recently returned to the Colony 
from England. The death is also recorded of Mr. 
Joseph Bonadie, Editor of The Times and Secretary of 
the St. Vincent Agricultural Credit and Loan Bank. 
The Hon. J. E. Sprott has been elected Chairman of 
the Kingstown Board.

Tobago Cacao Crop Prospects.
Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on 24th January, states 

that the Planters Association of Tobago sent a deputa­
tion, comprising Messrs. Orde and Elton Miller, and 
Captain Short to represent the needs of Tobago to Mr. 
Wood in Trinidad. Mr. Reid reports unsettled 
weather with strong winds and occasional showers. 
The cacao' trees have straggling pods of all sizes. 
Planters are hopeful of a good crop later on. Coco­
nuts did not suffer to the same extent during the 
storms last autumn.—An early visit from the new 
Governor is looked forward to.

The Under-Secretary in Trinidad.
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn wrote on 31st January : “ The 

delegates to the meeting of the Associated West Indian 
Chambers of Commerce arrived in the Colony by the 
R.M.S. Chaleur, on Saturday, the 21st January. They 
were welcomed by the Governor at the inaugural 
meeting, held in the Legislative Council Chamber on 
Monday, the 23rd January, and the conference 
promptly got to work on a very full programme. The 
last business meeting was held on Thursday, and, in 
the evening, the delegates were entertained at dinner 
by the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce. On the morn­
ing of Friday, the 27th January, the delegates were 
received by Mr. Wood, the Under Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, who discussed with them the various 
questions which had been engaging their attention. 
The Hon. E. F. L. Wood, M.P., the Under Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, with Major Ormsby-Gore 
and Mr. Wiseman of the Colonial Office, arrived here 
by H.M.S. Valerian from Grenada on Monday, the 23rd 
Januapr, and was welcomed upon landing by the 
Colonial Secretary and other leading officials, and by 
the Mayor of Port of Spain and the City Council. An 
address of welcome was presented to him by a delega­
tion of the Trinidad Working Men’s Association. The 
party, which also included Lady Dorothy Wood, Lady 
Beatrice Ormsby-Gore, and the Marquis of Salisbury, 

drove to Government House, St. Ann’s. Next day 
Mr. Wood was welcomed by the City Council at a 
special meeting, and received addresses from the 
Legislative Reform Committee and the Agricultural 
Society. On Wednesday, the 25th, Mr. Wood and 
party visited some of the oilfields, were welcomed by 
the Mayor and Borough Council of San Fernando, and 
entertained by the Mayor at a garden party. A slight 
indisposition prevented Mr. Wood fulfilling the en­
gagements made for Thursday, which had to be put 
off until the following day. A visit to the Pitch Lake 
had been arranged for Friday, bitt that had to be post­
poned indefinitely, and the morning was devoted to 
meeting the delegates of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and receiving addresses from the East 
Indian National Association, the East Indian National 
Congress, the Teachers’ Union and the Working Men’s 
Association. In the afternoon Mr. Wood visited the 
Caroni Reclamation Works with a large party. On 
Saturday, the 28th January, Mr. Wood received a 
deputation of the Legislative Reform Committee 
which presented a memorandum of the arguments in 
favour of the proposed changes. A deputation of 
Tobago planters discussed with him questions relating 
to the welfare of that Island. Mr. Wood also re­
ceived a deputation of East Indians which presented 
an address urging that the present form of Govern­
ment was that best suited to the needs of the Colony. 
A largely attended garden party at Government 
House, on Saturday afternoon, brought to an end a 
very strenuous week’s work. Mr. Wood, on Sunday, 
with some members of his party, motored to Balandra 
Bay. He and his party have arranged to leave for 
Demerara by the May ar o on Tuesday, the 31st Janu­
ary.—The announcement, made public on the 24th 
January, of the appointment of a junior officer of the 
Nigerian Railway to be General Manager of the 
Trinidad Government Railway has caused consider­
able dismay. The Unofficial Members of the Legis­
lative Council have united in a protest against the 
appointment, and the Governor has consented to for­
ward it to the Secretary of State.—On Saturday, the 
28th January, Mr. W. H. Kennedy, a merchant of Port 
of Spain, was married to Miss Noemi Marie Seheult, 
elder daughter of Dr. Raoul and Mrs. Seheult. There 
was a large and fashionable attendance.”

The Consular Body, in accordance with -custom, 
waited on the Acting Governor on New Year’s Day. 
Mr. Henry D. Baker, who succeeded the late Mr. 
Edgar Tripp as Dean of the Body, in the course of 
addressing His Excellency, pointed out that if 
Trinidad had been called upon to provide two Dread­
noughts for Imperial Defence, their cost would be 
equal to the entire trade of the Colony7, both imports 
and exports, for 1920. They were, however, indirectly 
contributing to the cost of naval armaments through 
the lessened ability of overseas markets to purchase 
the commodities produced there.—Ordinance No. 1 of 
1922 (repealing No. 65 of 1921), which received the 
Governor’s assent on January 18th, gives in effect a 
moratorium to mortgagors as regards the principal 
sum secured on their estates. The Ordinance expires 
on 30th June, 1923. Various changes are announced 
in the Department of Education, Mr. Sydney Smith 
and Mr. J. E. Clarke having been appointed Assistant 
Inspectors of Schools, and Mr. J. E. Stoer, Junior 
Inspector and acting Senior Inspector of Schools.— 
The Carnival for 1922 has been restricted by procla­
mation to February 27th and 28th, and the’ Cannes- 
Brulé es or Canboulay procession prohibited.—The 
Governor has appointed Mr. G. D. Owen his Private 
Secretary, Captain Hugh Baker, M.C., his Aide-de-
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Camp, and Lieut.-Colonel A. S. Bowen, Honorary 
Aide-de-Camp.

Mr. Edward Wood in Dominica..
The Circular is indebted to the Hon. H. A. Alford 

Nicholls, C.M.G., M.D., for the following account of 
Mr. Edward Wood’s visit to Dominica : —

“ At 7 a.m. on Thursday, January 5th, H.M.S. 
Valerian steamed into the port of Roseau, and on 
board was the Colonial Office Mission of Inquiry 
into the serious problems that had come to a head 
in the West Indies since the War. The Chief of the 
Mission was the Hon. E. F. L. Wood, M.P., the Par­
liamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
and with him were the Hon. W. G. A. Ormsby-Gore,
M.P., and Mr. R. A. Wise­
man, one of the Principals 
of the Colonial Office. 
The Administrator, His 
Honour Robert Walter, 
C.M.G., went on board 
the Valerian at 9 a.m. and 
landed with the members 
of the Mission an hour 
afterwards at the Bell 
jetty, which—in anticipa­
tion of the visit—had 
been decorated with flags 
and palms and flowers by 
the Roseau Town Board. 
On leaving the ship the 
Administrator was given 
the customary salute of 
fifteen guns. The visi­
tors were received at the 
head of the jetty by the 
members of the Executive 
and Legislative Councils, 
heads of departments and 
a number of the leading 
residents, who were in­
dividually introduced to 
Mr. Wood and his col­
leagues by the Adminis­
trator.

At the approach to the 
jetty—where over a thou­
sand enthusiastic people 
had collected—Mr. WTood 
was met by the Roseau 
Town Board, and an ad­
dress of welcome to him

The Hon. Edward Wood in uominica.
The photograph from which ‘h*s c ^^R^P^orT^wV/ndia1 CoJ^ names from

House. Roseau, by Dr. Edward Sutcliffe M.R.C.S. LK.C.r r Wiseman, The Hon. J. Cohn
left to right are. standing :The Hon. H. A. AlfoM.P. . Mrs. Walter ; His Honour Robert Walter.
Macintyre, M.B.E. Seated J Edward Wood. M.P.

1 was read by Mr. Welby 
Mr. Wood made a felicitousSolomon, the Chairman. — ---------

and sympathetic reply, in the course of which he 
said that since he began to learn geography in his 
school days a great longing had come to.him to 
Dominica, which was acknowledged to be one of the 
most beautiful places in the world Mr Wood then 
inspected the guard of honour of the local 
and afterwards he and Mr. Wiseman drove with the 
Administrator to Government House, where: the, 
staved during their visit of three days. Mr. Orins y 
G^re went to the Homestead with Mr. Edwyn Hen­
derson whose guest he became during his stay in 
Dominica In the afternoon all the visitors; motored 
with the Colonial Engineer to the g
Highburv, and had an opportunity of

s is i ™ j-
skill.

“ On Wednesday, January 4th, the Canadian Squad­
ron arrived at the island. The ships were the Aurora, 
the Patrol and the Patrician. Some of the ladies of 
Roseau opened a Naval Canteen Club, so that the 
entertainment of the Colonial Office Mission and the 
officers and men of the warships gave rise to un­
wonted excitement in the island. On Thursday, at 
9 p.m., there was a dance at Government House. 
About 120 guests were present, and the band of 
H.M.S. Aurora, by its excellent music, increased the 
enjoyment of one of the most successful entertain­
ments held in Dominica in recent years. On Friday 
morning Mr. Wood and his colleagues received a 
deputation from the Representative Government As­
sociation, and the members urged the gradual with­

drawal of Dominica from the Leeward Island Federa­
tion and the granting of a measure of direct repre­
sentation by the people in the Legislative Council. 
Afterwards/ a deputation was received from the 
Dominica Agricultural Society, and the speakers 
supported the proposals of the Representative Gov­
ernment Association and also discussed the ques­
tion of the needed development of Dominica. Both 
deputations received sympathetic replies; but, 
naturally, no promise was made concerning any de­
cision in regard to the questions raised.

“ In the afternoon the visitors were taken a moto 
drive to Bellevue on the Alford Estate, and after- 
d L 7Ù the Soufrière at Wootton Waven—Major 
HughesChÌmSX the proprietor of the estate, 

were photographedu. the Mrs.
House with His Honour , the Hon.r % J ¿Hn Macin-
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tyre, M.B.H.—the senior official and non-official 
members of the Executive and Legislative Councils. 
Afterwards a deputation from the Chamber of Com­
merce was received, and the members, amongst other 
things, supported the request of the Representative 
Government Association and the Agricultural Society 
for defederation and a measure of representation in 
the Legislature.

‘‘Later on the Administrator, Mr. Wood and his col­
leagues, with several of the residents, left Roseau on 
a motor expedition along the leeward coast and up

the Layou Valley. Colonel Woolmer, D.S.O., M C 
who was on a business visit to the island accompanied 
the party. Lunch was taken at “Coffee,” the resi­
dence on the Clark Hall estate. The wide Layou 
river was crossed by a swing bridge and a long walk 
up the hill brought the travellers to the house, placed 
in the midst of beautiful surroundings. On return­
ing to town, a stay was made for tea with Mr. An­
drew Green, at Canefield estate, and the expedition 
was brought to an end by a visit to Kingsland House 
where the members of the party were welcomed 
by Dr. Nicholls and his family.

“ A final pleasant dinner party at Government 
House concluded the functions in which the members 
of the Mission participated, and they left at n p.m. 
to go on board H.M.S. Valerian, which steamed away 
early the next morning for St. Lucia. In the follow­
ing extract from The Dominica Chronicle the general 
opinion held by the people of the island regarding- 
the visit and doings of Mr. Wood and his colleagues 
are very fairly set forth :—

“ ‘ Our distinguished visitors from the Colonial 
Office created an excellent impression. Their accessi- 
hii’J jr Purest and their sympathy were all that 
could be desired. Added to which they had a charm 
of manner t'hat made one feel they were not strangers 
amongst us from the time they landed. We should 
be foolish to expect the millennium to arrive as a 
direct consequence of their visit, but we may be cer­
tain that good will come of it. Let us hope that the 
Colonial Office will again come in person to the 
Colonies when occasion arises. It is difficult to 
convey the true atmosphere of a place in mailbags ’ ”

Subscriptions to The West India Committee fell due 
on January ist.

COST OF LIVING IN JAMAICA.

Mr. A. Innes Pocock, Secretary of The Jamaica 
Tourist Association, has kindly furnished The West 
India Committee with the following information 
regarding the charges made by the hotels in 
Jamaica and the cost of living in that island 
generally, which is now published for general in­
formation. A detailed schedule of Jamaica hotel 
charges can be seen at The West India Committee 
Rooms on application. Prices, he writes, have 
been very considerably reduced since 1920. Cer­
tain country hotels charge from 15s. per day, up­
wards, and accommodation at 18s. per day is quite 
easily obtainable in the hotels outside of Kingston. 
In Kingston the larger hotels charge from 20s. per 
day upwards, and boarding-house accommodation 
is to be had at from 3 guineas a week up. “ In 
regard to the cost of living, I regret to say that 
we are still very much above pre-war. The chief 
difficulty in this respect being house rent. Houses 
are almost unobtainable, and an unfurnished bun­
galow with two or three bedrooms and two recep­
tion rooms fetches a rental of from £12 per month 
upwards, without difficulty, and small furnished 
houses fetch anything from £18 to £30 per month. 
Imported food is cheaper than it was, and the 
price of clothes, etc., has dropped, but locally 
grown foods are still absurdly high, and, until 
house rents and local products drop, I am afraid 
we cannot conscientiously say that living in 
Jamaica is by any means cheap. Travelling ex­
penses are still as high as ever, unless one owns

Inspecting the Guard of Honour.

one’s own conveyance. Petrol tires 
car accessories, as well as the price of 
fallen, but car hire has not.”

and motor­
cars, have

Rr^b Tr WALR?ND Innes, who first went out to 
British Guiana m the seventies, as Overseer on 
The Reliance m Essequibo, and was afterwards on 
Anna Regma with Mr. Russell Gilzean, has lust 
retired from Mauritius, where he was for thirty 
years associated with the properties of the Anglo- 
Ceylon Estates Co. 6
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CORRESPONDENCE.
1 he cieios expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are nut necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.
Mistahs Crosby and Brummel.

Sir,—In the “Note of Interest” respecting the 
“Crosby” doggerel in your last issue, the scene has 
been misstated. Beckwith’s Hotel (afterwards the 
Caledonian Hotel) was in Georgetown, Demerara and 
not Barbados. “Mistah Brummel” was the City Magis­
trate. I am, etc.,

“ Mudhead.”

WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders & Fyffes

Home arrivals from Jamaica, 
Avonmouth, February 19th :—

Ltd.

in R.M.S. Camito,

Mrs. L. Cameron 
Mrs. M. Campbell 
Mr. N. Copland 
Mr. J. Crichton 
Mr. J. D. Hoper 
Commander & Mrs. F.

Hare
Mr. & Mrs. R. Luck

Mr. W. Lacheur
Mr. M. Matalon
The Misses McIntyre (2)
Miss H. M. McLeod
Miss R. A. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. T. M.

Nesbitt
Mr. H. Ricardo 
Miss E. M. F. Russell

Mr. H. Riley
Mr. N. A. Sinclair 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M.

Stevenson
Miss R. A. Wright
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. White
Mr. C. F. White
Mr. R. A. White
Mr. M. Velasquez

Mr. Scott Herriot, writing from Glasgow, also inde- 
tifies “Brummel” in the doggerel published in last 
Circular as the well-known magistrate who was a 
contemporary of Crosby in British Guiana.

[Mr. James Crosby, barrister-at-law, was Immigra­
tion Agent-General from the sixties until his death in 
18S0, when he was succeeded by J. G. Daly, and Mr. 
John Brummel was stipendiary magistrate for 
Demerara, the Sheriff of Georgetown, and a contem­
porary of Crosby. In his “Twenty-five Years in 
British Guiana,” Mr. Henry Kirke tells a good story 
of the first “Burra Crosby Sahib,” when he was prac­
tising at the Bar in St. Vincent. Crosby “hacl de­
fended a murderer before the Supreme Court, but the 
man was convicted, as Crosby thought, on insufficient 
evidence; so he appealed to the Governor, who, how­
ever, refused to interfere with the finding of the Court. 
So when Crosby went to inform the prisoner, he was 
highlv indignant, and told the doomed man, ‘ Never 
mind, never mind ; let them hang you, and then they 
shall see what the consequences will be to them ’; but 
the poor man did not see it in the same light!” Ed.]

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Patuca, 
February 21 st: —
Mr. F. J. Constable

Curtis 
Lt.-Col. J. A. Hartigan, 

C.M.G., D.S.O.

Mrs. J. A. Hartigan 
Miss W. E. Hod gen 
Miss V. M. Jones

Mrs. H. Mason 
The Misses Mason (2) 
Mr. W. Serruys

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Camito-. 
February 27th : —
Mr. & Mrs. F.

Barkshire
Mr. W. E. H. Dickin 
Mr. R. M. Ernest 
Miss A. Fernandez 
Mr. G. A. Finch 
Major Gibson 
Mr. F. Goicoechea 
Mr. E. Gomez 
Sir. H. M. W. Gray

K.B.E.. C.B.

Mrs. & Miss K. Isaacs 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Laurie 

■ & son
Mr. L. Mackinnon
Mr. J. May
Miss C. May
Mr. H. E McGill
Miss L. H. McKechnie 
Miss M. E. Nixon 
Sir Michael & Lady

Oppenheimer

Miss C. Peralta
Sir. George Saltmarsh 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Tarbutt 
Miss W. Tarbutt 
Mr. C. Taylor 
Mr. C. W. Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. J. E.

Watts Carlton
Mr. C. H. Wieden

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Home Arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Crynssen, 
Plymouth, February 15th :—
Mr. C. D. Blades 
Mr. & Mrs. W. R.

Brown
Mr. H. H. Goodall 
Sirjohn& LadyHarrison 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Jeffreys 

& fam.

Mr. & Mrs. F. Jenkins 
Mr. A. P. Murray 
Mr. J. P. Murray 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M.

Peacock
Mr. L. Popert

Miss M. A. Reed 
Mr. W. C. Thorp 
Mr. F. W. Walcott 
Miss R. Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A.

Y earwood

Trinidad Mortgage Ordinance.
Dear Sir,—I have received from Trinidad this mail 

an extract from a local newspaper showing the terms 
under which the Government are prepared to make 
advances to owners of plantations. One of the clauses 
reads that “these advances will be a first charge on 
the estate and the produce thereof, and will be sub­
ject to interest at a rate not less than that ruling 
for such advances elsewhere, nor less than a rate 'which 
will reimburse the Government for all expenses in 
connection therewith.

The above—the italics are mine—would appear to 
make the planters who borrow money from the Gov­
ernment responsible for any expenses which the 
Government may choose to charge.

So far as I can see from the Ordinance, under Sec­
tion ii the Receiver General shall, as and when the 
Government direct, make up an account . . - • ana 
shall charge interest on the amounts
such rate as the Government may direct—-which does 

sX to me to be quite the same thing as now 

^wo^dd also point out the unfortunate position of 
a mortgagee who has advanced money to an estate. 
Underthe Ordinance, to postpone the Parent of 
the principal sum secured by mortgages and other 
ine pnm-jp** plantations he is debarred from encumbrances on plantations, ne but

the Government at an undefined rate of interest to

Harold J. J- Freeman.

Sailings to West Indies, from Dover, 
February 25th :—

in s.s. Van Rensselae.

Mr. Chaderton 
The Re/, and Mrs.

A. Curd
Mr. H. Davey

Mr. A. Dorken
Mr. A. Duckham
Mr. & Mrs. Edwards
Miss K. L. Edwards

Mr. A. W. Ibbet
Mr. H. Legge
Mr. D. Roberts

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Intaba 

February 24th:—
Mrs. Brodie
Mrs. J. A. Burgess
Miss Clerk
Miss P. G. Collens
Miss M. Crowley
Mrs. Davis & child 
Mr. V. D’Olcaviera & 

son
Mrs. Gale
Mr. M. Glovina
Mr. Hugh Godsal
Mr. W. A. E. Gordon

Mr. M. Hampton 
Mr. J. Henderson 
Mr. M. Herriott 
Miss A. Hicks 
Mr. H. T. King 
Mr. & Mrs. Mansfield 
Mr. C. N. Matthey 
Mr. F. Miller 
Rev. & Mrs. Mortimer 
Miss Mundy 
Mr. J- Pearl 
Mr. & Mrs. Phipps

Miss E. C. Pile 
Mrs. Richards & child 
Mrs. F. M. Ross 
Mr. R. W. Rudd 
Miss Sarran 
Mr. S. H. Seymour 
Mr. R. C. Sharp 
Miss Smith 
Mr. J. W. Spiller 
Mrs. Spiller 
Mr. Temperton 
Mr. J. C. Ward

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding
actual times of sailings.

To From
Jaca & B’mas ... Liverpool
Jamaica Bristol
West Indies ••• London 
B’dos & T’dad... Liverpool

Packet
... Alexandrian
... Mot agua
... Commodore
... Nubian

Sailing
.. Mar. 4

11
11

B’dos, T’dad & 
D’ara
Jamaica

.. Dover

.. Bristol
... BirkenheadJamaica

J’aca & B’mas ... London

... Crynssen 
... Bay ano 
... Miami 
... Conway

„ U 
„ 13 
„ 14 
„ I7
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY. The stocks in London on February 18th were :

BANK RATE.
February 16th, after 
November 3rd, 1921.

Central 6642.
Telegrams—

“ Cariò, London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.

February 28th, 1922.

Trinidad..............
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds
ARROWROOT.

changed prices, which

1922.
8,137 

16,067
109,708 
Moderate 
are firm.

1921.
24,499
18,849

193,907
sales are

1920.
20,481 Bags.
12,418 „
99,437 „

passing at un-
Last quotation, 3|d. to 6^d.

Reduced to 4| per cent, as from 
having remained at 5 per cent, from

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. . 
France

.. Belgium 
Italy

Feb, 14th 
£ s. d.

17 10
2 0 3
2 2 2
3 12 6

Feb.28th
£ s. d.

The intrinsic value

2
3

18
18 
0
6

2
4
4

of the

In Spain ...
,, Germany 

Austria 
Holland

Feb.l4ih 
£ s. d-

Feb.28th

BALATA. West Indian sheet is slow of sale. Spot is 
quoted nominally at 3/5 to 3/5|; forward, 3/2 c.i.f.

BAY OIL. There is some enquiry at about 10 - per lb., 
but stocks are plentiful.

COFFEE. The market generally is steady, with the

1 2
43 12

503 0
19

0 
0
0
3

£ s.

49
895

2
2
0

19

d. 
0
9 
0 
0

finer qualities dearer on the fortnight. No Jamaica has

gold sovereign is £1 2s. Od.
SUGAR, Shortly after the date of last Summary, the 

New York market strengthened, with buyers at 3.86 for 
duty-paid Cubans. The position, however, was not long 
maintained, values dropping on the 21st inst. to 3.73c., de­
clining further on the 24th inst. to 3.70c. A firmer condition, 
however, set in on the following day, and the value of 
Cubans yesterday was 3.73c., equivalent to 2.12c. c.i.f.

Futures quotations yesterday were for landed in bond 
96°: May, 2.42c.; July, 2.61c.; September, 2.75c.

Demand in the home market has been good during the 
fortnight, and values are slightly higher. Home granulated 
was quoted yesterday at 46/9; American granulated, c.i.f. at 
18/9; Canadian granulated, spot, 46/-; yellow crystals at 
41/-, and white Mauritius, spot, 44/-. Cuban 96° were 
quoted at 11/10J c.i.f.

The terminal market for raws has strengthened during the 
fortnight, values being for 96°, May and August ^11-, 
Values for white sugar are May 18/81 and August 18/9f.

been offered since last Summary, and prices are nominally 
unchanged. Export business remains small, owing to prices 
being too high.

COPRA is steady with a fair enquiry. West Indian 
f.m.s. is quoted at £26 c.i.f. Holland-Hamburg, and £25 10s. 
c.i.f. London.

COTTON generally has been more active, and a good 
business has been done at higher prices. West Indian Sea 
Island is in limited request at unchanged prices: medium 
23d., fine 31 d., extra fine 40d.

HONEY. There has been very little demand since the 
auction reported in last Circular, and prices are rather 
easier. Dark liquid to palish is quoted at 30 - to 42 6.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is quiet 
with value unchanged. Distilled is steady at 2 - to 2 3, with 
some business passing. Lime Juice. Only inferior grades 
of raw are available, and small supplies of really good 
quality would find buyers. Concentrated remains neglected.

LOGWOOD is quite neglected. Shippers were re­
cently asking for offers at about £10 per ton. but there are 
no buyers.

The exports of raw sugar from Czecho-Slovakia 
crop year expressed in metric tons were :

during last

Destination. 
France ...
Hamburg- 
Austria... 
Switzerland 
England 
Germany 
Roumania 
Jugo-Slavia 
Italy
Poland and Danzig 
Other Countries

1920/21. 
95,528 
84,488 
63,273 
48,429 
34,080 
23,505 
21,207 
17,028 
12,168 
11,302
3,279

1919/20.
150,102

ORANGE OIL. Small sales ol Sweet have been made 
at 9/6 per lb. on the spot, but Bitter is unchanged.

RUBBER is dull. During the past week the i rice of 
7id- per ,b” the ,owest Price recorded 

Spot sheet and crepe are to-day quotedfor this quality.

Total ...

The West Indian sugar 
18 th were :—

414,376

statistics in London on

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

RUM. The spot

1922.
739

4,231
1,203 

market is

1921.
3.449
6,289
5,564

. . x- - - ---- xo as 11LC1C
business has been done in Jamaica to 
Other sorts are neglected.

lifeless as

76,704
352 

2,211 
39,755 

3,197 
10,080 
11.516 
8,008 

37,891

340,516

February

1920
6,241 Tons.
4,475 „
9,902

ever, but some
arrive at lower rates.

rhe stocks in London on February 18th

Jamaica............
Demerara
Total of all kinds

1922
11,170 
18,067 
38,763

1921
8,859 

15,065 
34,037

were : —
1920
6,933 Puns.

13,296
27,801

The SpOt market for the very small quantity of 
Vest Indian on offer, is firm, but for other sorts is flat 
Since last auction, already reported, prices have advanced 

.' several shillings, and some business has been done 
if °f Plantatlon Trinidad to arrive is 64 - c &f
The 1921 exports from Trinidad totalled 75,729,138 lbs Id 
established a record for the Colony. ’

To-

at 8d.
SPICES. Die market for pimento is very quiet, with 

onlj a few transactions on the spot at 2}d. On c.i.f. terms 
- - 1S asked for March-April shipment, and 20 6 for April- 
nreù 3- m?°rters ^ks of Ginger are light, and for the 
Tarn?. iT^T firm- A parCel of faîr sma” common 
Jamaica sold at 180/-.

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
Div.
4 %

3J % 
4 % 
3 %
4 %

3 % 
il

10 %

8

6
6
7

10

%

%

%

%

Antigua
Barbados
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica ...
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

The Colonial

* % Redeemable 1919-44 ...

•• .. 1925-42 ...
i $ •• • 1935 ..
3 *> .... 1923-45

1917-42 ...
1934 ...

1919-49 ...
1922-44 ...
1919-44
1917-42
1922-44

4 
3à
3
4
4
3

Bank

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

D ... ,...............

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd ”
Options. Ltd.. 105

Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ..........................
Dominion Oil. Ltd.. 10 -’

TV^’^ad Leaseholds, Ltd. (£1) ...............
United British Oilfields of Trinidad IM ................
General Petroleum of Trinidad < d "

India CabIe Co.

w. I. and Panama TeL Co" nd" % Pret
W. T. and Panama Tel. Co.: -

Latest 
prices.

.73-75 
72-74 
79-81 
62-64

¡77-79 
82-84 
68-70 
57-59 
75-77 
82-84 
60-62

¡6-61

86-91

103-108 
14*
3/6

¡33/9
/7i 

72 6
1/3 

26 104 
13 6
7'6

Ui i 
H-li 

69-74
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

AS we were able to announce in last issue, the 
Imperial Government has now definitely 
agreed to contribute the sum of £15,000 

towards the funds of the West Indian Agricultural 
College. This grant is to be spread over five years, 
and there are certain conditions attaching to it, the 
most important being that the Governing Body 
shall maintain the functions of the Imperial De 
partment of Agriculture (which will now be merged 
in the College organisation), and that the Principal, 
who will discharge the duties of Commissioner of 
Agriculture, shall be provided with such assistance 
as may be necessary for the proper discharge of 
his duties. Any possible fear that the Geddesian 
Axe might fall on this £15,000 has we are glad to 
learn, now been removed, and the offer of the 
Treasury has been definitely accepted by the 
Governing Body on the conditions laid down. Tins 
brings the cherished schemes of those who have so 
stoutly advocated the opening of a tropical Agn- 
cultural College in the British West Indies a dis­
tinct step nearer accomplishment, and our friends 
overseas will no doubt appreciate the s gm cance 
and advantage of having the Mother Country as 
their partner in their new enterprise, the carrying 
out of which may properly be regarded as one of 

the most important pieces of constructive work 
before the College buildings are erected on the St. 
Augustine pasture near St. Joseph, but the delay 
necessarily involved in the preparation of plans 
and estimates will not prevent the commencement 
of work, for, as we are pleased to hear, the College 
has acquired from the Trinidad Government on 
very favourable terms St. Augustine House and an 
old hospital, which is to be repaired and fitted up 
as temporary premises, with the necessary lecture- 
rooms and laboratories. This is all to the good, 
for we believe that when it can be demonstrated 
that practical work in the direction of agricultural 
education has been started in earnest, those colo­
nies which have not yet intimated their intention of 
supporting this pioneer institution will give the 
matter their favourable consideration. Of hopeful 
augury in relation to this is the announcement 
made by the Jamaica Imperial Association in the 
memorandum which they recently presented to 
Mr. Edward Wood. In this the confident belief 
was expressed that the Legislative Council would 
vote a contribution towards the College, and in this 
connection they warmly advocated the closer asso­
ciation of Jamaica with the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture. Now that the Department is to be 
merged into the West Indian Agricultural College, 
this closer association would presumably be a 
corollary to the Colony supporting the College, and 
there should, we imagine, be no difficulty in 
arranging for the Principal, in his capacity of Com­
missioner of Agriculture, to pay periodical visits to 
Jamaica, where his advice used to be so greatly 
appreciated. As already stated, the West Indian 
Agricultural College has been incorporated as a 
company, with the privilege of omitting the word 
66 Limited ” from its title ; but this is, we hope, 
only a preliminary measure, and we look forward 
to the day when the College will be incorporated by 
Royal Charter. Meanwhile, it should be made 
clear that, though the College has been incorporated 
in the United Kingdom, it is the intention of the 
Governing Body to confer on the Executive Com­
mittee, which will sit in the West Indies, the fullest 
possible powers compatible with their maintaining 
the ultimate financial control, and consequently 
the College will, to all intents and purposes, be 
managed in the British West Indies-which Is as 
it should be. The advantage, however, of having 
associated with it such distinguished scientists as 
1“thur Shipley, Sib David Pbain, Pbofessor 
J B. Farmer, and Professor Bower, besides 
business men willing to devote tome.to.its affairs 
will not be lost upon agriculturists m the B 
West Indies, who will also benefit
from the Imperial Government s grant of £15,000, 
which is now, as we have seen, assured.
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THE AMERICAN SUGAR COMBINE.

UNDER an Act of Congress known as the Webb 
Act a company has been formed in New 
York called the Sugar Export Corporation 

to promote an export trade in refined sugar. Ac­
cording to a statement made by its Chairman, Mr. 
Earl D. Babst, the Export Company starts with a 
contract with leading Cuban producers on the same 
terms as those which were recently offered to all 
Cuban producers through the Sugar Finance Com­
mission, the operations of which, it will be remem­
bered, were brought to a close in December last. 
In a manifesto published in the American Sugar 
Bulletin of January 7th, Mr. Babst points out that 
the transaction is purely commercial, and is free 
from any artificial control. The United States and 
Cuba, he says, possess the finest sugar industry in 
the world. With the support of Washington, by 
giving permission, as proposed, to refine in bond, 
the industry, through the Export Corporation, will 
be in a position to compete successfully in the mar­
kets of the world. The United States and Cuban

British refineries, nearly a million tons of refined 
sugar had toi be imported every year from the Con­
tinent, and until the capacity of the British re­
fineries can be increased, we must for a while look 
to America to make good our shortage of direct 
consumption sugar; but our friends across the 
Herring Pond must not look upon England as a 
permanent market for their surplus sugar, for we 
are glad to learn that, though the output of Brtish 
refineries has never yet exceeded 835,000 tons, 
active measures are being taken to increase it very 
materially, and with the present margin between 
the cost of raw and refined sugar now over £10 per 
ton, there would certainly appear to be every in­
ducement to British refiners to extend their opera­
tions.

MR. EDWARD WOOD S MISSION.

fields are, he says, sufficient to meet for some years 
all the needs of the United States and Europe, and 
he believes that if the industry of the United States 
and Cuba has the continued support of their respec­
tive Governments, there are many reasons to ex­
pect that it.will be able to hold a large part of the 
business which came so unexpectedly to them dur­
ing the war. He adds that the initiative of pro­
ducers and refiners and the investment of hundreds 
of millions of American capital have made possible 
m Cuba and the United States a vast increase in 
the production of a food staple of pre-eminent world 
importance. “ The world needs this sugar. The 
United States has the excess capacity to refine a 
million tons for export. Not another brick need 
be laid. There is bound to be a race for foreign 
markets Will the ultimate prize go to Cuba and 
the United States, or will it go elsewhere?” Mr 
Babst concludes by stating that the industry had 
the pioneer courage to invest hundreds of millions 
in production, “without doubt it will have the 
courage and the vision to find and to hold foreign 
markets rather than cut production unnecessarily 
and so lead to a period of high prices.” The ex­
tent to which Mr Babst’s proposals are appealing 
to financiers and producers in the United States 
™ + yet Very cIear- American interests
controlled 53.5 per cent, of the Cuban 
an the 1920-21

An Official Report to be published.
Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., Parliamentary Under­

secretary of State for the Colonies; Major W. G A 
Ormesby-Gore, M.P., and Mr. R. A. Wiseman’ 
Principal of the Colonial Office, reached Plymouth 
in the s.s. Oranje Nassau, on their return from 
their West Indian tour, on February 28th. Look­
ing bronzed and healthy, Mr. Wood and his col­
leagues are enthusiastic over their tour. Leaving 
Bristol on November 29th, they visited in succes­
sion Jamaica, St. Kitts, Antigua, Dominica, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent, Barbados, Grenada, Trinidad 
and British Guiana. On March 8th Mr. Wood had 
the honour of being received by the King at 
Buckingham Palace,, a circumstance indicative of 
His Majesty s continued interest in the British West 
Indian Colonies.

-------- sugar 
campaign, but so large a

percentage does
come under the umbrella of the 
bine. / ” --

not as yeti at any rate,
new com-uvw cum-According to Mr. Himeley, the only 

refiners interested are the American Sugar 
Refining Company, of which Mb. Babst is 
d^t, 5nd Messrs. B. H. Howell, Son & Co 
while the total amount of sugar to be handled at 
present is given as 250,000 tons; but though the 
beginnings may be small, it is well that British 
sugar producers and refiners should be alive to the 
great stimulus which the successful operations of 
a combine on the scale envisaged by Me Babst 
might have. There can be no doubt whatever that 
Mr. Babst and his friends are looking to the Eng­
lish market as a suitable field for exploitation Be­
fore the war, owing to the limited capacity of the

In interviews with representatives of the Press 
immediately after his arrival, Mr. Wood stated 
that he had been in the West Indies at a time of 
great economic depression, but he was satisfied 
that the continuance of the existing preference for 
ten years would do a great deal to assist confidence, 
and with a general turn of trade the West Indies 

through. Regarding British Guiana, 
Mr Wood was especially emphatic, saying that in 
that Colony there were great possibilities of 
development. British Guiana, indeed, was crying 

CapitaL A]1 through the West 
Indies he had found a growing political conscious­
ness, and in many of the Colonies there was a 
inTii?Of the elective element 
™ i- ^l^atm-es. Everywhere there was the 
most striking spirit of personal loyalty to the Kin«. 
Ihe people had a great trust in the Secretary of 
Kiia’ bw?/reat affection for the person of the 
Kmg Whatever we could do, by wireless, cables, 

the way of drawing the West 
Indies and the Motherland closer together would 
be of immense value to the Empire.
be that a report of the Mission will
MrPWnnd d-n° Parliament, and it is expected that 
tour^Xh^ T ^ake ap interesting speech about his 
tour when he dines with the West Indian Club, as 
month8 pr°miSed to do» towards the end of the
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NOTES OF INTEREST.

When yaller snake dead, you can measure 
him.”

* * *
Between fifty and sixty varieties of sugar-cane 

are now being cultivated in the Philippines.

Mr. Alick IIamlyn was, on February 16ih, ap­
pointed an honorary correspondent of The West 
India Committee in Trinidad, in succession to the 
late Mr. Edgar Tripp, who held that position for 
over twenty years.

* * *
The Philippine planters say that the maintenance 

of the present protection given them in the United 
States Customs tariff against Cuban sugar at at 
least its present figure is essential for the survival 
of the sugar industry there.

* * *
The number of bunches of bananas imported into 

the United Kingdom in 1921 was 9,501,565, of the 
value of £6,713,016; and in 1920, 8,057,625, of the 
value of £6,468,719. This compares with 7,539,984 
bunches in 1913, of the value of £2,172,688.

* * *
It seems a far cry from psychology to chocolate, 

but the two are united in Messrs. Rowntree’s fac­
tory at York, where a Psychological Committee 
exists which has instituted a works’ psychologist to 
study the character and tendency of the employees.

* * *
The amount of duty paid on the following im- 

articles consumed in the United Kingdomportant 
in 1921 was
Tobacco £62,475,050
Su ar ... £33,068,759
Tea ................. £17,437,308

*

Ruin................  £7,510,567
Brandy ... £3 333,882
Cacao ... £2,062,712

* *

It is reported that the Russian Soviet Govern­
ment is about to take in hand the organisation of 
the Russian sugar industry. The scheme provides 
for the formation of a trust, which will be operated 
by the Government through the Supreme Economic 
Council.

* * *
The cacao exports of the British West . Indies 

last year amounted to 95,898,189 lbs. During the 
vear there were imported from the British West 
Indies into the United Kingdom 17,293,808 lbs.; 
into the United States 53,384,639 lbs., and mto 
Canada 17,293,808 lbs.

* * *
The working of the flO ships composing the 

Canadian Government Merchant Manne m 1921 
showed a loss of $1,700,000, which is explained by 
the lack of cargoes and general trade depression. 
The total loss for the year, including fixed charges 
for depreciation, amounted to $9,000,000.

The consumption of saccharin in the United 
Kingdom in 1913 was 1,079,324 ozs. In 1920 it 
was 2,297,282 ozs.. and in 1921, 1,255,073ozs. 
There was no saccharin produced in the Umi 
Kingdom in 1913, 2,671,683 ozs. in 1920, and 

1,338,670 ozs. in 1921. With cheaper sugar it is 
evident that the use of saccharin is diminishing.

* * *
H.M. Sloop Wistaria is making a five months’ 

cruise in the Caribbean. Leaving St. Kitts on 
March 21st, her projected itinerary is : Montserrat, 
March 21-24; St. Lucia, March 25-April 5; Carria- 
cou, April 5-8; Tobago, April 8-12; Trinidad, April 
12-22; Paramaribo, April 24-28; Georgetown, De- 
merara, April 29-May 11; Barbados, May 13-23; 
Dominica, May 24-30; and Antigua, May 30- 
June 6.

* * *
Facts about Sugar states that, taking all visible 

factors in the situation into account, it appears 
certain that the world will have use during 1922 
for all the sugar it is likely to produce and for 
the surplus sugar carried over from 1921 as well. 
Indeed, were prices to continue at their present 
low level, our contemporary considers that in all 
probability the supply would not be equal to the 
demand.

* * *
We have received from the Fulton Ironworks a 

copy of their Bulletin No. 100, in Portuguese 
vernacular, describing their pre-crushers, double 
crushers, multiple crushers, and cane-milling acces­
sories. We are not Portuguese scholars, but the 
illustrations, which are beautifully rendered, speak 
for themselves. Not only are they works of art, 
but show in a striking manner the development of 
modem mill work.

* * *
Palm oil has been used in a 10 (effective) horse­

power internal combustion engine, constructed to 
work with gasoline. Water injection into the com­
bustion chamber was provided for, and it was 
found that the motor worked as well on the palm 
oil as it did on the gasoline, but that the water in­
jection did not decrease misfiring. The mechanical 
efficiency obtained with the palm oil was 80 per 
cent., and the thermal efficiency 20 per cent.

* * *
The rapid development of Agricultural credit 

societies in Trinidad and Tobago is shown by an 
encouraging account of these useful institutions, 
given by Mr. W. G. Freeman, as Registrar of 
Friendlv Societies in that Colony. Beginning with 
only one in 1916, their number had risen two years 
later to six, of which five were in Tobago. Last 
year there were no fewer than 31, with a member­
ship of 1,930, and a loan account of $185,147. Ui 
the 21 credit societies in the larger island, 20 are 
under the auspices of the Ste. Madeleine Sugar

Company.

The decline in the consumption of drinks in the 
United Kingdom is not confined to alcoholic bever­
ages. The consumption of sweetened temperance 
drinks was only 44,293,019 gallons m 1921, as 
against 47,166,334 gallons m 1920, and 57,072,996 
gflions in 1919. The Mineral Water Trade Journal 
Sutes this to retail P^t™. “ 

ened ” mineral waters showed an “crease or 
1 050 000 gallons over the 1920, and of 2,050000 
Xns over that of 1919. The scarcity of ginger
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is also troubling the trade, and our contemporary 
sees “ No ray of hope in the ginger position.”

* * *
By Proclamation, dated February 10th, the im­

portation into Germany is permitted of 66 Sugar for 
colouring purposes free from dextrine for colouring 
rum.” This, the result of the recent development 
in Germany of the manufacture of 66 rum ” from 
beet molasses, an account of which was given in last 
issue of the Circular, is a striking proof of the justi­
fication of the definition of rum as being spirit pre­
pared from sugar-cane products in the countries 
where the sugar-cane grows, and also of the 
superiority of cane-sugar over beet-sugar, colour 
prepared from the latter evidently not giving the 
flavour to the spirit that colour prepared from cane- 
sugar does.

* * *
The following publications are obtainable at The 

West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.

“The Manufacture of Cane Sugar.” by Tones and 
Soard; 26/-.

“The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

“Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

“The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. Scard; 3/-.
“The Pocket Guide to the West Indies”; 7/6.
“West Indian Tales of Old”; 8/-.
“The British West Indies”; 9/6.
“Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall; 8/-.
“A Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis,” by Katherine 

Burdon; 5/6.
These prices include postage.

* * *
The question arose recently as to whether, in the 

event of the wife of a resident in the West Indies 
coming over to England for a period exceeding 
six months, it would render the whole of her hus­
band’s income liable to United Kingdom Income 
Tax. It can be authoritatively stated that the 
reply to this question is in the negative. The wife 
of a resident in Jamaica,- living in the United 
Kingdom, would be liable to Income Tax only on 
the amount of her own income, together with the 
amount of any sums received by her from her hus­
band out of investments, or property out of the 
United Kingdom. There would be no additional 
liability to United Kingdom Income Tax in respect 
of the husband’s foreign and Colonial income pro­
vided that he did not visit this country for a longer 
period than six months in the year.

* * *
A second correspondent in Canada, writing on 

February 4th, takes exception to the suggestion 
made by his namesake in a letter published in the 
Circular on January 19th last, that one of the 
Canadian refineries should be closed. He writes :

“I think it well to let you know that the refiners 
resent such an article being published in the Circular, 
and it was one of them who first called my attention 
to it. Conditions in the sugar business in Canada, 
as you are well aware, have been extremely critical, 
and there can be no comparison between the cost of re­
fining in Canada and the United States in the existing 
state of affairs. The suggestion that one of the re­

fineries should be closed is a very absurd statement to 
make or put into print, particularly for circulation in 
the West Indies.”

* * *
It is unnecessary to say that the Circular had no 

intention of giving offence to the Canadian refiners, 
and it is obvious that the closing of one of the 
refineries would not be welcomed in the West 
Indies; but it is always interesting to have divers? 
views on these questions.

* * *
The cultivation of sugar cane in Paraguay re­

ceived some impetus during the recent high price 
period owing to the obvious advantage of supply­
ing the country with home-made sugar, states 
H.M. Consul at Asuncion in his Report on the 
Economic and Financial Conditions in Paraguay. 
The area at present under cane is estimated at 
11,000 acres, and the production of sugar in 1920 
is given as 3,800 tons, as compared with 2,505 
tons in 1919, and 562 tons in 1918. The average 
consumption of sugar is stated to be about 3,000 
tons a year. In 1920 Paraguay appeared for the 
first time as an exporter of this product, with a 
shipment of 1,411 tons. Seven factories are at 
present in operation, the largest of which, with 
a production of 2,000 tons in 1920, has eight or 
ten miles of metre-gauge railway running through 
its estates. Only the ordinary unrefined sugar is 
produced by these factories, and there appears to 
be room for enterprise in the establishment of a 
refinery. The production in 1920 of in<iiistrial 
and rectified spirit from sugar cane was 419,000 
litres and of cana (rum) 641,600 litres.

* * *
In a lecture given at the Royal Society of Arts 

on December 14th last, by Sir Walter Beaupré 
Townley, K.C.M.G., late Minister to the Nether­
lands, the lecturer said that the cultivation of the 
sugar cane in Java has greatly developed during 
the last twenty-five years ; and it is claimed 
that it is now7, thanks to untiring systematic 
scientific research and instruction, the most 
up-to-date in the world. The area under 
cultivation has increased 117 per cent, in the last 
25 years, and the total production of sugar has 
increased 235 per cent, since 1894. It is interest­
ing to note the different directions Java sugar has 
taken during the last years. In 1874 about 37 per 
cent, went to Holland, the inferior qualities going 
to England and Asia. From 1895 to 1902 the 
greater part of the production went to the United 
States, and from the latter date up to 1914 to 
East Asia and Australia. During the war years, 
1915 up to and including 1917, Europe (chiefly 
England) and British India bought the biggest 
part of the first runnings, but in 1918 China and 
Japan again became the chief buyers.

Essence of Ginger.—Pound | lb. of best ginger 
and put it into a wide-mouthed bottle, adding a pint 
of spirits of wine, 3 teaspoonfuls of white su^ar, 
and 3 tablespoonfuls of brandy or rum. Cork it 
tightly and let it remain for 2 weeks, shaking the 
bottle every day. Then strain and use.
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COST OF SUGAR PRODUCTION.

Figures Rarely Comparable.

One of the most difficult tasks of the cane sugar 
statistician is the procuring for the purpose of 
reliable comparison the working costs of produc­
tion in various countries. The difficulty arises 
from the different methods employed in their cal­
culation, arising in many instances from the 
various circumstances in which production is car­
ried on, but also from the different views held on 
the subject by the proprietors.

Strictly speaking, the cost of production of the 
sugar should be the sum resulting from the divi­
sion of the total expenditure, after deducting 
revenue derived from every item of production 
other than sugar, no matter of what nature, by 
the tonnage of sugar made. This practice is by 
no means universally followed, and the stated cost 
of production may include that for rum, cattle 
food, yams, potatoes, plantains, coconuts, or other 
agricultural products, without any credit being 
given for revenue derived from them. This omis­
sion may make a big difference in the cost of pro­
duction figure. The revenue from rum, for in­
stance, or from a marketable crop arising from 
rotation, may be considerable. The cost of pro­
ducing these by-products eannot be accurately 
differentiated in the accounts, and is consequently 
charged to the sugar, and unless the sugar account 
is credited with the proceeds of their sale, a mis­
leading expression is arrived at as to the cost of its 
production.

A problem in connection with the subject which 
affords real difficulties in solution is that of “ im­
provements.” A factory, for instance, may put 
down a new milling plant. What position should 
the expenditure for this occupy in the factory 
accounts ? The writer’s view of the matter is that 
if there is in the new installation an increase of 
power as regards either the quantity of cane ground, 
or in the extraction of the sugar, or both, the 
proportion of the cost equivalent to the increase 
should be charged to capital account, and the 
balance to current account. Thus, if the old plant 
dealt with 100 tons of canes in a given time, yield­
ing 75 tons of normal juice, and the new plant 
dealt with 120 tons in the same time, giving 96 
tons of juice (80 per cent.), 21-96ths of the cost 
of installation should be regarded as capital ex­
penditure, and 75-96ths as ordinary expenditure. 
Strictly speaking, also, some adjustment should 
be made for saving in horse-power, if any, but for 
practical purposes the above method is sufficient. 
In the case of a single mill unit being 
existing mill plant, the whole cost should be charged

At present there are several ways of dealing with 
the subject. The cost of a new machinery instal­
lation may be charged entirely to capital account,« 
or it may be spread over a number of years in 
connection with the ordinary expenditure, or it 
may be charged at once to the latter.

In connection with improvements, there are also 
several points on the agricultural side of produc­
tion which are variously dealt with. One of these 
is the taking in and planting of new land. It is 
a common practice to charge the cost of this either 
to capital or to spread it over a term of years. If 
it is for the purpose of increasing the acreage of 
the estate, the former action is manifestly the 
correct one; but if it is merely as compensation 
for acreage to be, or being, thrown out of culti­
vation, the charge should certainly be to the 
existing crop. In the case of the substitution of 
mechanical for hand tillage, the same holds good.

Railway extension is also dealt with in different 
ways, but the same principle as applied to the 
above improvements holds good in this respect. If 
the expenditure is merely for the sake of cheapen­
ing or facilitating the taking of the crop, it should 
be charged to the crop, and if made with the view 
of increasing the crop, to capital account.

There is, however, no uniformity of practice in 
dealing with improvements in relation to costs of 
production, and this in itself tends to discount 
further the value of comparative figures in this 
connection.

A condition which is unavoidable, but which also 
renders cost of production comparisons misleading, 
is where the factory is supplied wholly or in part 
with farmers’ canes. The factory account is 
charged with the cost of these which represents 
not only the cost of growing the canes, but also 
the farmer’s profit thereon. It is manifest that 
the cost of production in this case cannot be accu­
rately compared with that of a factory growing 
its own canes. As in Cuba the bulk of the canes 
is grown by “ colonos,” the cost of Cuban pro­
duction, as given by the f.o.b. cost, is really higher 
than the true cost of production in Cuba by the 
extent of the farmer’s profits on the canes yielding 
the ton of sugar.

The several tons used as the unit of weight also 
are calculated to lead to misapprehension. There 
are three of these in existence—the metric ton of 
2,205 lbs., the British, or long, ton of 2,240 lbs., 
and the American, or short, ton of 2,000. The 
first two approximate so closely as to render error 
from comparison negligible. The use of the third, 
however, which pertains practically entirely to 
United States practice, is irritating, and likely to 
lead to error. In the case of sugar literature 
emanating from the United States, in some in­
stances the long ton is used, in others the short 
ton. The result is that where the nature of the 
ton is not specified, the reader is in a state of per­
plexity as to which the statements are recorded in.

It would be Utopian to expect to obtain a uni­
form practice throughout cane sugar producing 
countries as to methods adopted in arriving at the 
cost of production of the sugar. But it would be 
extremely useful if some statistical centre were m 
existence which would compile an account of the 
various methods, with the view of supplying the 
necessary information to enquirers, so that a proper 
comparison might be made between the various 
costs of production, and a considerable amount of 
misapprehension avoided.
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THE GOOD OLD SUGAR CANE.
Mr. Deerr’s Historical Conspectus.

One of the most interesting features of the second 
edition of Deerr’s uniquely excellent work on 
Cane Sugar is the historical “ conspectus ” ap­
pended to it.

As mention of the sugar cane occurs in Hindu 
mythology, Vishna Mitra being credited with its 
creation, the history of sugar and of the sugar 
cane goes back in the East to time immemorial.

In the Atharva Veda, one of the Sacred Books of 
India, is a prayer of a Hindu lover to his beloved 
one : “ I have surrounded thee with the clinging 
sugar cane to remove aversion.” This was written 
three thousand years ago.

The first contact, however, of Europeans with it 
was in 327 b.c., when soldiers of Alexander the Great 
saw the sugar cane in cultivation there. About 
600 a.d. it is recorded that the Chinese Emperor, 
Tsai Hing, sent agents to Behar, in India, to study 
the art of sugar-making. Only what is now called 
gur was up to that time made, but a little later 
it is recorded that Nestorian monks, at the Gui- 
dishapur, at the mouth of the Euphrates, pro­
duced a white sugar, and Deerr thinks that pro­
bably the invention of the sugar-loaf may be attri­
buted to them. At any rate, sugar was evidently 
a prominent commercial proposition in those days, 
as it is mentioned as being among the spoils cap­
tured at the taking of Dastagerd, in Persia, by 
the Byzantines in 627 a.d.

In 641 a.d. Egypt was conquered by the Sara­
cens, who introduced the sugar cane cultivation 
into that country. This led to the establishment 
of a sugar industry on the coast and in the islands 
of the Mediterranean, and about 755 a.d. Abdur­
rahman I. introduced the cane into Spain. Deerr 
states that so much progress was made in Egypt 
with the industry in the following years that a 
large crystal sugar made there was marketed as 
far east as India, that type of sugar being still 
known there as Egyptian.

In 1150 a.d. no less than 75,000 acres were in 
cane cultivation in Spain, but the industry lan- 
S“18 ™ ?fter the tak*n£ over of that country from 
the Moslems by the Christians, who evidently did 
not appreciate the virtues of sugar.
• of E&yPtian origin, was used
Vein Engllsh Kin?’s household in 1264, and in 
1319 a cargo of sugar was sent to England to be 
exchanged for wool. The prominence of the cane 
8^aA ^Ì"8^ the 14th and 15th centuries in 
the Mediterranean may be judged by the fact that 
m 1419 a.d. the University of Palermo, which ap­
parently included an agricultural college, gave 
instruction m the cultivation and irrigation of the 
cane In the following year the King of Portugal 
sent the sugar cane to Madeira, whence it reached

\ Canaries, the Cape de Verde Is­
lands, and West Africa. The decline of the Medi­
terranean industry then commenced.

An individual to whom the whole cane sugar 
producing world should erect a monument was 
Pietro Speciale, who constructed the first three- 
ro ler mill with rollers either vertical or horizon­
tal, m 1449. In 1453 the Turks conquered Con­

stantinople, subsequently extending their Empire 
to Egypt, Rhodes and Cyprus. The result was 
the extinction of the sugar industry in the 
Levant; but the same epoch saw the introduction 
of the sugar into the western world, Columbus in 
his second voyage taking it to Hispaniola, to­
gether with experts from the Canary Islands. 
Deerr quaintly remarks : “ They died, but the
cane flourished.” These experts went with the 
view of establishing a sugar industry on the cen­
tral factory system. The 16th century marked 
the extension of the sugar industry in the New 
World under Spanish and Portuguese influence, 
Hispaniola and Brazil being the chief centres, the 
Western European refining trade starting at the 
same time, notably at Lisbon and Antwerp. The 
first horse-driven mill was established in His­
paniola in 1515. The sugar cane reached Mexico 
in 1520, Brazil in 1532, Peru in 1535, Cuba in 
1547, and Porto Rico in 1548, but its introduc­
tion into the Lesser Antilles was made much 
later. In 1624 the Dutch had taken possession 
of Brazil. They were driven out by the Portu­
guese in 1654, but in the meantime they were in­
strumental in establishing the sugar industry in 
St. Kitts, Barbados, Guadeloupe, and Martinique 
about 1640. The founder of the Jamaica sugar 
industry was Sir Thomas Modyford, who planted 
the first sugar cane there in 1660. The British 
Guiana industry commenced a few years later, a 
Dutchman, Jan Doensen, erecting a horse-driven 
mill in Essequebo in 1664. The Jesuits carried 
the sugar cane to the Argentine in 1670.

Deerr mentions the Otaheite and Java canes as 
being brought by the French to the West Indies 
in 1789, but as he looks upon the former of these 
as being identical with the Bourbon, it is pro­
bably this cane to which he refers, as Bligh 
brought the Otaheite cane to Jamaica in 1793. 
The Java cane referred to was no doubt the White 
Transparent.

The first vacuum pan used in connection with 
the raw cane sugar industry was erected at Pin. 
Vreed-en-Hoop, in Demerar a, in 1837. It may 
be remarked that this proved a failure, owing to 
the difficulty of curing the sugar, the centrifugal 
not being invented until 1837 by Penzodt, very 
probably as the result of the introduction of the 
vacuum pans into Java in 1836.

It may be added that Vreed-en-Hoop, which be­
longed to the late W. E. Gladstone, who re- 
ceived £37,000 as compensation for the slaves on 
it at the time of the abolition of slavery, resumed 
the muscovado manufacture and continued it until 
!t ceased to grind its own canes about 1884.

The above are a few of the extremely interesting 
items of sugar history which Deerr gives in his 
excellent work. 

The Hon. Treasurers of The West India Committee 
aav^ *° acknowledge with thanks contributions to the 
Wedding Gift to Princess Maiy from the under­
mentioned members Mr. E. Radcliffe Clarke, Mr. 
Paul Pumoret» Mr. F. J. Larrouy, Mr. E. A. Lister, 

W' Lofty’ Mr‘ Carter ReY, and Mr. Thomas 
Wildman. Lists of subscribers to the Wedding Gift 
were published in the issues of the Circular of 
February i6th and March 2nd, 1922.
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THE GOLDEN BEAN IN BRAZIL.

The following report on cacao in Brazil has been 
supplied to the American Chamber of Commerce 
for Brazil by Dr. Hannibal Porto, vice-president 
of the National Society of Agriculture and deputy 
to the Junta Commercial of Rio de Janeiro, and 
is reproduced from the Tea and Coffee Trade 
Journal of February, 1922.

Brazil occupies third place in the world produc­
tion of cacao. It occupies one of the first places 
in the matter of price quotations on this product 
in consuming markets, and could easily occupy first 
place as producer if in the valley of the Amazon 
the work of restoring the old cacao plantations was 
carried forward and new plantations were started.

In the last few years the exportation 
cacao has been as follows : —

of Brazilian

1913 ...
1914
1915 ...
1916 ...

As the

Tons
... 29,750
... 40,769

44,980
43,720

1917 ...
1918 ...
1919 ...
1920 ...

world consumption is
Brazil’s quota is about one-sixth.

Tons
... 55,622

............... 41,865

................ 62,584

............... 54,419
300,000 tons, 
The consump-

ness as alcaloide (theobromina), and in oily mate­
rial (cocoa butter), also because of the small quan­
tity of loss (hulls and chaff) which results from 
roasting, says the French economist Paul Le 
Cointe, who resided for several years in Northern 
Brazil.

Para cacao is always quoted higher than that 
of Bahia, which owes its important position in the 
world’s markets not to its quality nor to the man­
ner in which it is prepared (which leaves much to 
desire), but solely to the quantity produced, already 
great and increasing steadily.

“ It is certain,” says Henri Jumelle, “ that the 
state of Bahia is very near to the extreme vegeta­
tion limit of the cacao tree, and it is much less 
favourable to its cultivation than the State of Para, 
where not only the theobroma cacao, but many 
other species of theobroma are indigenous.”

Exports of cacao from Para and Amazonas have 
been as follows during recent years :—

1914
1915
1916

Tons 
3,373 
4,225 
3,341

1917 ...
1918 ...
1919 ...

Tons 
4,692 
2,479 
6,479

tion is constantly increasing.
The state of Bahia alone contributed the follow­

ing toward the total Brazil production :—

1913
1914

Tons
... 25,440 

40,525
1916 ...
1917 ...
1918 ...

Tons
42,940
52,230
33,0001915 ... 32,095 . .

In the last two years, although statistics are in­
complete, the exportation went above these last 
figures without counting part of the exports made 
directly from Ilheos to domestic markets.

The cacao of Bahia was transplanted from Para, 
where, in the beginning, it was harvested in the 
jungle from wild plants with the name of cacau 
bravo. The culture of cacao, undertaken on order 
of the Federal Government, began in 1678. There 
were in Para, according to the historian Manoel 
Barata, 1,500,000 stands of cacao in 1730. The 
exportation in 1750 was 64,427 arrobas (1 arroba 
equals 25.4 lbs.). In 1850 this exportation ex­
ceeded 200,000 arrobas. It remained at approxi­
mately this same level in 1916, which is explained 
by the fact that the cultivation of cacao was over­
shadowed by the rubber extraction industry.

There exist even to-day m Para great cacao 
plantations more than a century old, remains of 
Brazil’s colonial days, planted by the ancient reli­
gious missions. A few years ago, m the viemity 
of Obidos, in the lower Amazon region, the Federal 
Government sold at auction an ^““£0^

of the cacao tree in Amazonia, 

adapted to its cultivation. varieties most
The Amazon cacao is one of the vaneties mos 

appreciated, as much for its aroma as for its

Bahia is the greatest producer of cacao in Brazil. 
The south of this State, like all of the Amazon 
Valley, possesses lands admirably adapted to its 
culture. The now important port of Ilheos, 
through which the entire production of the State 
passes on its way to the capital and domestic mar­
kets, is entirely the result of the prosperity that 
came from the traffic in Bahia cacao.

The Federal Government is installing in this 
city a modern experimental station and refining 
works for the cultivation and preparation of the 
product by modern methods.

AN ANALYSIS OF CACAO.

According to the analyses of Tulpen and Heisch, 
says the Tea and. Coffee Trade Journal, the ele­
ments to be found in the leading varieties " 

dried, and roasted)(seeds fermented, 
follows :—

Variety

Caracas 
Trinidad 
Su. inam 
Guayaquil 
Grenada 
Bahia 
Cuba — 
Farà

of cacao
are as

v 
- tn

01
’s 
M

0 S 
u Ü 0 3

Sv 
la ja

nr tn O

U0 «
¿i 
<0

¿d

13.8 48.4 11.14 0.55 32.19 3.95 1.76

15.5 49.4 1.14 0.48 32.82 2.80 1.76

15.5 54 4 11.14 0.56 38.35 2.35 1.76

11.5 49.8 13.03 0 63 30.47 2 50 2.06

14.6 45.6 12.40 35.70 3.40 1.96

9.6 50.3 7.40 35,30 2.60 1.17

12 45.3 8.67 ... 39.H 2 90 1.37

8.5 54 12.66 0 67 26 33 3.05 2.06

TRINIDAD CACAO PRICES.

Th? Cacao Planters’ Association at Trinidad 
gives the following as the prices that.have1 been 
received by cacao growers during recent years

Per 110 Lbs.

1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913 14 
1914 15 
1915-16

11.47
12.65
14.45
12 76
15.06
16.20

1916-17
1917-18
1918-19
1919-20 
1920-21

13.40
13.20
20.30
23.90
10.00
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MR. ARTHUR W. FARQUHARSON.

Mr. Arthur W. Farquharson, Chairman of the 
Jamaica Imperial Association, reached England in 
the s.s Bayano on March 6th to discuss with 
The West India Committee, the British Empire Pro­
ducers’ Organisation, and the Trade and Industry 
Committee of the Royal Colonial Institute matters 
affecting the industries of Jamaica, and to make 
representations on the subject to the Government. 
Mr. Farquharson, who was Crown Solicitor of 
Jamaica from 1894 to 1911, resigned in the latter 
year in order to take up a business appointment, 
and in 1917 he founded the association which has 
done, and is doing, so much for Jamaica. In 1907, 
after the Jamaica earthquake, he came over to Eng­
land with the late Archbishop of the West Indies, 
Dr. Nuttall, to discuss relief measures, with very 
satisfactory results, and he now hopes that his pre­
sent mission will be equally successful.

In an interview with a "representative of The 
West India Committee Circular shortly after his 
arrival, he made it very evident that all is not well 
just now with Jamaica, for though the banana in­
dustry is at present flourishing, thanks to the com­
petition of the several companies which are now 
purchasing fruit for export, sugar is passing through 
a serious crisis. But even the banana industry is 
menaced by the Panama disease, which, unfortun­
ately, has found its way into the island, and ap­
pears at present to be incurable. This led Mr. 
Farquharson to reiterate the hope already expressed 
m the memorandum which he submitted recently 
on behalf of his association to Mr. Edward Wood 
that arrangements might be made for the periodical 
visits of the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture 
to Jamaica to be resumed. He expressed pleasure 
at learning that the Imperial Department of Agri­
culture was to be merged into the West Indian 
Agricultural College, and believed that it would 
be m the interests of Jamaica to support the Col­
lege financially.

With regard to sugar, Mr. Farquharson is greatly 
concerned by the attitude of the American fin an- 
ciers and refiners, who, he believes, are out to crush 
the British industry, just as Germany endeavoured 
to do before the abolition of bounties in 1902

Already, said Mr. Farquharson, “a combine 
has been set up m New York, and under an Act 
of Congress, known as the Webb Act, aims at re­
fining surplus Cuban sugar in bond for the purpose 
of export to European markets.”

Mr Farquharson said that he had heard with 
^”5 Mr Edward Wood’s announcement 

that the British Government would undertake to 
maintain the preference on sugar for ten years, but 
this by itself would be insufficient to meet the pre­
sent situation. He was, therefore, strongly of the 
opinion that the rate of preference should be in! 
creased, with provision that the substantive value 
of the preference should be maintained at a rea­
sonable figure. To legislation in Jamaica, which 
•7“«^ Mdmg °f PTOPerty beyond the value 
ot £!□ 000 by any one company or individual, Mr. 
Farquharson referred as handicapping bulk produc- 
tion, by which alone efficiency and economy can be 

secured, and he asked what possible inducement 
there would be for capitalists to embark on enter­
prise in Jamaica under such conditions.

Mr. Farquharson, who, it is satisfactory to be 
able to state, has lost none of his vigour and 
enthusiasm through his illness last year, will re­
main in England for the next few weeks.

ARTIFICIAL FARMYARD MANURE.

As a result of investigations carried out at the 
Rothamsted Experiment Station, it has been found 
that straw can be converted into an excellent imi­
tation of farmyard manure with the help of nothing 
more elaborate than water and some soluble nitro­
gen compound, of which sulphate of ammonia is 
at present most easily obtainable. Repeated ex­
periments have shown that the most rapid break­
down of straw occurs-when some source of nitrogen 
is supplied, and then only in those cases where the 
reaction of the solution is neutral or slightly alka­
line. As sulphate of ammonia tends to be acid, 
finely-ground chalk or limestone must be used 
with it to neutralise the solution. For general 
purposes three-quarters of a hundredweight of 
sulphate of ammonia and one hundredweight of 
finely-ground chalk per ton of straw are sufficient 
to induce fermentation.

The process of making the manure is quite 
simple. The only trouble arises from the tardiness 
with which the straw takes up the moisture neces­
sary for fermentation. It is suggested that the 
most effective method is to water the straw lightly 
at first, and leave it for a couple of days. During 
this time a slight fermentation with increase in 
temperature sets in, rendering the straw more 
capable of absorbing a second slight application of 

,Whe? examination shows that the interior 
ot the heap has become uniformly moist, the sul­
phate of ammonia and chalk can be broadcasted 
over the surface and watered in. After this fer­
mentation soon becomes more rapid, and may be 
assisted by turning the heap to admit air, just as 
is done with ordinary farmyard manure when the 
desire is to make it heat and rot down quickly. 
Nitrohm may be used in place of sulphate of am­
monia, m which case no ground chalk is required. 
Manure made as described must be inferior to real 
farrnyard manure in that it is not a complete fer­
tiliser. It must be considered as supplying only 
nrov^r UmUS* ?Ut H is an easy mftter to 

th.e necessary phosphates and potash in the 
form of mineral fertilisers.

S<?iJ Cul*vators’ says the Gardeners9 
ested th^ f ’ VXX” NO’ 1?20)’ wiU be more inter- 
^veV^^^^ the ^°^hamsted dis­
covery of the simple method of converting straw 

Wit1h0U} the heIP of “vested g FrX 

Cd ^eep much stock’ if any,
and they are finding it increasingly difficult to 
obtain sufficient supplies of town stable manure 
Yet they cannot grow their crops for long without 
some form of organic nitrogenous manure ^of which 
farmyard or stable manure is the best. ’
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RUM BONDING CHARGES.

Port Authority Promises Relief.

The following correspondence has passed between 
The West India Committee and the Port of London 
Authority on the subject of the charges for ware­
housing rum at the London Docks :—

17th February, 1922.
Sir,—We wrote to the Port of London Authority 

under date 7th February,*  urging that a further reduc­
tion of at least 50 per cent, might be made in its rates 
on West Indian produce in view of the fact that the 
market values of the principal West Indian staples 
had fallen to unremunerative figures. In that letter 
we instanced the case of sugar and cocoa to show that 
the reduction in Port Rates had not fallen commen­
surately with the decline in market values.

We have since received a letter from The Jamaica 
Imperial Association in which they lay stress on the 
heavy warehouse charges to which rum is now sub­
ject. As you are no doubt aware, Jamaica rum is at 
present almost unsaleable and proprietors have, con­
sequently, sustained very heavy losses which are 
aggravated by the heavy bonding charges now prevail­
ing. They inform us that they believe that these 
charges are based upon the capital cost of construct­
ing new Bonding Warehouses at a high cost during 
the war, and if this is the case, and if it should prove 
that the cost of erection of these warehouses is being 
borne by the produce stored in them, we venture to 
suggest that it would be more equitable if the cost 
were to be spread over the goods and produce handled 
at the docks as a whole, instead of charged against 
one commodity, but we shall be glad to know whether 
the assumption of The Jamaica Imperial Association 
is correct.

In anv case, we would strongly urge that the ques­
tion of'Dock Charges may be reconsidered and that 
reductions may be made at an early date with a view 
not only to affording relief to the much harassed staple 
industries of the West Indies, but also in developing 
the trade of the Port of London.

I am, Yours obediently, 
(Signed) Algernon Aspinall, 

Secretary.
Leadenhall Street, 

24th February, 1922.
Dear Sir,—Referring to your letter of the ^7^ 

instant, 7,431, I am desired to inform you that the 
Authority are now engaged upon a thorough investi­
gation of dock and warehouse charges generally and 
also are negotiating with labour for decreased pay­

ait % the Authority’s anxious desire to afford some 
relief and it is hoped that this will be done m the near 

fU The Jamaica Imperial Association are not right in 
their belief that the present charges on rum are base 
on the capita! cost of constructing new Rinded ware 
houses at high cost during the war. In fac. no alter 
ation has been made in the basic rates on rum since 
pre-war, except to absorb the stnk.f.
They have of course in common with other rates ha 
the war increase added.

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) J. H. Estill, 

Commercial Manager.

* Not reprinted here.

THE WORLD S SUGAR CROPS.

At the request of a correspondent the following 
totals of the world’s cane and beet sugar crops for 
the twenty-one years 1900-01 to 1920-21, with 
Messrs. Willett & Gray’s estimates for 1921-22, are 
published below.
Year. Cane. Beet. Total.

1900-01 ... 5,157,416 ... 6,123,377 ••• 11,780,793
1901-02 6,070,282 ... 6,983,859 ... 13,054,141
1902-03 6,118,059 ... 5,761,809 ... 11,879,868
1903-04 6,296,429 ... 6,060,178 ... 12,356,607
1904-05 6,597,690 ... 4,916,622 ... 11,514,312
1905-06 6,733,626 • •• 7,217,366 ... 13,950,992
1906-07 ••• 7,369,541 ... 7,150,010 ... 14,519,551
1907-08 6,894,481 ... 6,972,200 ... 13,866,681
1908-09 ••• 7,645,746 ... 6,901,010 ... 14,546,756
1909-10 8,291,587 ... 6,588,595 ... 14,880,182
1910-11 8,412,908 ... 8,550,220 ... 16,963,128
1911-12 ■ 9,175,130 ... 6,889,261 ... 16,064,391
1912-13 • •• 9,289,583 ... 8,918,638 ... 18,208,221
1913-14 • •• 9,801,536 ... 8,634,942 ... 18,436,478
1914-15 ... 10,176,649 • •• 8,306,577 ... 18,483,226
1915-16 ... 10,627,248 ... 6,254,698 ... 16,881,946
1916-17 ... 11,331,871 • 5,773,2i8 ... 17,105,089
1917-18 ... 12,408,166 ... 5,006,685 ... 17,414,851
1918-19 ... n,959,349 ... 3,881,331 ... 15,840,680
1919-20 ... 11,917,111 ... 3,263,623 ... 15,180,734
1920-21 ... 11,843,868 • •• 4,723,344 16,567,212
1921-22 ... 11,513,060 • •• 4,975,5oo ... 16,488,560

UNITED STATES SUGAR EXPORTS.

The following table gives the amount of the ex­
ports of refined sugar from the United States in 
the years 1919, 1920, 1921 to the various countries :

Destination 1921. 1920. 1919.

United Kingdom...............
France
Italy........................................
Gibraltar
Belgium ...........................
Denmark
Finland ...........................
Germany ...........................
Greece
Netherlands
Norway ...........................
Russia ... •••
Servia and Roumania
Spain
Switzerland
Turkey ............................
Iceland
Mexico
Panama
Argentina...............
West Indies...........................
Uruguay ............... •••
Canada and Newfoundland
Philippine Islands
Asia ...
Africa ...........................
Other Countries ...............

Tons. 
162,524 
52,891 
22,501 
6,661 

493 
2,460 
1,203 
2,232 

43,685
9,574 

11,035 
415 
958 

15,452

11,102 
132

12,014 
926 

14,868 
7,648

11,943 
6,103 
1,246 

846
7,982 
9,987

Tons. 
117,978 
155,230 

867 
4,668 
4,758 

2 
101 
955 

8,985 
5,257 

30,951 
705 

1,578 
21,203 
32,459 

7,523

5,327 
273

4 
2,281 

184 
2,827 
1,598

291 
4,647 
1,824

Tons. 
189,808 
280,213 
26,309 
34,032 

7.527 
4,593 
5,203 

328
22,324 

733 
6,133 
1,503 

654 
25,031 

1,000
14,343 

1,213
11,516 

980 
244 

1,168
14,140 

1,343 
1,636

607 
3,100 
2,894

Total ............... 416,881 412,494 *658,575

♦ 'ncludes toll shipments to Royal Commission on the

Sugar Supply.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “ Agronomist.”

Bonazzi has recently been studying the question 
of whether Azoto bacter chroococcum is a soil fixer 
of atmospheric nitrogen or not. He has come to 
the conclusion that this organism, instead of being 
an active gatherer of free nitrogen, may act by 
immobilising the nitrogen in the form of nitrate, 
taking the upper hand over the denitrifying bac­
teria, and, to a considerable extent, stopping leach­
ing.

* * *
Recent researches show that sulphur has a dis­

tinct action on cultivated soil, shown by an increase 
in crops varying according to the amount of or­
ganic matter existing in the soil, the extent of the 
surface, and the length of the time of contact. 
The increases are proportionate to the quantity of 
sulphur used, and the best economic results are 
obtained by the application of between 350 and 550 
lbs. per acre.

* * *
The experts of the Dairy Division of the United 

States Department of Agriculture have isolated a 
new prop±onic bacterium from American-made 
Swiss cheese, which they have called Bacterium 
acidi propionici (d), to distinguish it from the 
already known Bacterium propionici (a). This or­
ganism has been found to produce the character­
istic holes and sweetish taste of cheese of the 
Emmental type.

* * *
The Iowa Station Bulletin (197, 1921) contains a 

report of an investigation conducted during 1917 
in connection with the milk production of 58 farms. 
The average production per cow for the year was 
4,565 lbs. Leaving out management charges, but 
including depreciation, interest and taxes on cows, 
and crediting the account with the value of calves 
and manure, the average net cost of producing 
100 lbs. of milk was $8.15.

* * *
The total amount of actual potash imported or 

produced in the United States in 1920 was 240,000 
short tons, as against 237,437 tons in 1913. In 1920 
there were imported 1,480,503 short tons of nitrate 
of soda, as compared with 659,600 short tons im­
ported m 1913. There were 490,000 tons of am-

nniin the United States in 
1920, 70,000 tons of fish scrap, 2,288,000 tons of 
cottonseed meal, and 4,500,000 tons of acid- phos-

Mr. R. Snell states in the Queensland Agricul­
tural Journal (No. i6 of 192i) that the occufrence 
of odours in milk resembling those of ripe fruit is 
due m great part to contamination with Bacillus 
coll communis, and suggests cleaning the udder and

W1 o Iz-i n r. AI,. C? _ 'VC measures. Incheese-making, Mr. Snell says, the flavour can be 
counteracted by the use of a high acid lactic starter 
or by other methods whereby a relatively 
acidity is developed before the^heyTs"n. g

The results of preliminary work on the properties 
of the anti-scorbutic vitamine are published in the 
Journal of Biological Chemistry, No. 46 of 1921. It 
was found that the desiccation of cabbage in an 
atmosphere of carbonic acid for 35 hours at 150° F. 
causes destruction, and that the same result 
occurred from the fermentative process taking place 
in the manufacture of sauerkraut from cabbage and 
silage from com. The vitamine in orange juice is 
not destroyed by ether or by aeration, but is by 
oxidising agents, such as hydrogen peroxide and 
potassium permanganate.

* * *
The New South Wales Department of Agricul­

ture’s Farmers9 Bulletin (136, 1921) contains the 
results of experiments in manufacturing cheese 
from neutralised sour milk. By neutralising highly 
acid milk with caustic soda, using lime water in the 
whey, it was found possible to produce a good mar­
ketable cheese in the winter-time, but in the sum­
mer-time neutralisation with soda, followed by pas­
teurisation and treatment with calcium chloride to 
restore the coagulatory properties lost by heating, 
djd not in general produce a satisfactory cheese. 
When, however, the evening milk was thus treated 
and mixed with the raw morning milk, better re­
sults were secured.

* * *
A recent number of the Journal of the Society of 

Chemical Industry contains the results of the 
analysis of sixteen samples of Nauru and Ocean 
Island phosphate. Only traces of iron or alumina 
were present, but there were in several instances 
varying amounts of fluorides. The original source 
of the phosphoric acid was evidently accumulations 
° guano, and most of the phosphates gave evidence 
ot navmg undergone considerable metamorphosis, 
and of having been deposited either from solution 
or as sediment. Only part of the phosphoric acid 
was present as tricalcium phosphate, the composi­
tion showing the presence of varying proportions of 
tetra-calcium phosphate.

* * *
The loss of flavour in citrus fruit juices result ng 

from over or uneven heating may be avoided by the 
a continuous pasteuriser. In the case of 

grapefruit the juice is first extracted by means of a 
n»rSS the cut in halves °r quarters, 

the Z or ^ed. If much essential oil from 
bv n toccompames the juice, it should be removed
senaPrat«^g Th J —6 ^"gh a centrifugal cream 

The juice is then passed through the 
pasteuriser, which may be heated as high as 185° F 
five’an l °f heating « kept between
nve and ten seconds. From the steriliser the inire 
ar^corked fiYe °r ^’g3^« bottles, which

rked and kept m cold storage until all the 
^nient has deposited in the bottom of the bottle 
^th^LA^ ^1“ de,caTted’ mixed in the cold 
Stored thîonlh “gob1, P°r 100 gallons, and 
Thî nu . g? an ordmary rack and plate press 
Se»?te, te

sterilisation the juice is run tori . Ï vSe“nd 
capped, and stored mt° SterÜe
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SUGAR AND CACAO DUTIES. CERTIFICATES FOR RUM
The second annual meeting of the Manufacturing 

Confectioners’ Alliance, for an account of which we 
are indebted to The Confectionery Journal, 
was held on February 15th, and in the 
course of the discussion on the annual i eport, the 
subject of the duties on sugar and cacao was dealt 
with.

In this 
pects of 
the duty

connection Mr. Morrell said he saw no pros- 
any reduction in the coming Budget. If 
were reduced it would mean a reduction in 

the price, a reduction in the price would mean a larger 
demand, and a larger demand would mean more work.

Mr. Norton pointed out that the present high duties 
on cocoa and sugar affected our export trade on ac­
count of home consumption values. You all know, 
he said, the difficulties in regard to most of our Colonies. 
They charge their ad valorem duties on our home con­
sumption values, which are automatically increased 
by our Customs Import Duties of 4}4d. per lb. on raw 
cocoa beans and 2^d. per lb. on the sugar used in 
those articles. It has also to be remembered that in 
converting the raw cocoa beans to the manufactured 
article there is a loss in shell, evaporation, etc., which 
brings up the cost of duty on the manufactured article 
to 6d. per lb. when exported.

Our chief competitors—the United States of America 
and Holland—admit cocoa beans into their countries 
free of duty, and Switzerland has a very nominal im­
port duty of %d. per lb. or 4s. 8d. per cwt. These 

• three countries can buy their cocoa beans just as well 
as we can, and it is reasonable to suppose that their 
cost of manufacturing cocoa powder and chocolates 
is no greater than ours, consequently their home con­
sumption values will be approximately less than ours 
bv the amount of the above duties.

' Take the case of Canada as an example ; we get a 
preference of 12% per cent, on our goods entering 
that Dominion, but owing to the home consumption 
prices of the manufacturers of the three countries 
above mentioned being less than ours, their goods on 
entering Canada will pay the ad valorem duty on a 
much lower value, which brings about the anomaly in 
many cases of the 12% per cent. Preference Duty 
being not only completely wiped out, but our manu­
factures, such as cocoa powder, having to bear the 
additional handicap of ^d. per lb when compared 
with the prices of our three principal competitors

Mr Vernon Smith (associate member) referred to a 
meeting that was held at Liverpool m connection with 
the Liverpool Retailers Association, when a proposal 
was br^ht forward protesting against the heavy duty 

aS'S »y».« 
Sirs s

f the prices were reduced, they would not receive so

pr fit by
danger of high prices, he suggested

*at the Alliance .^k^coun^

E^h priceX g“ng to be good for them or the trade 

in general. ----- ------
A coon example of what Punch calls commer­

cial candour” ^urs

sell you.”

Australia's Requirements.

The attention of Rum producers in the British 
West Indies is called to the fact that in addition to 
the distillation certificate required by His Majesty's 
Customs in the United Kingdom to establish the 
age of rum, they should provide a certificate in the 
form demanded by the Australian Commonwealth 
Customs to prove the origin of the rum and to 
prove also that it has been distilled <e wholly from 
sugar, sugar syrup, molasses, or the refuse of sugar­
cane by a pot-still or similar process at a strength 
not exceeding 45 per cent, over proof.”

The Commonwealth authorities have now ap­
proved the following certificate from British Guiana 
which can be used mutatis mutandis for rum 
shipped from Jamaica or any other British West 
Indian Colony :—

BRITISH GUIANA. 
County of ..........................

AFFIDAVIT.
I, of No. being

duly sworn make oath and say as follows : —
1. That I am District Commissary of Taxation in 

charge of the Sugar Plantation situate in the
county of and in the colony of
British Guiana herein referred to on the attached Ware­
house Certificates.

2. That the rum in puncheons marked 
and numbered as follows : — 
was manufactured on Plantation 
aforesaid, and that the same is pure, distilled wholly 
from Molasses which is the refuse of sugar made from 
Sugar Cane, and is distilled by a Pot Still at a strength 
no?exceeding 45 per cent, over proof.

And further I say not.
Sworn to at British Guiana,
before me this day
of February, 1921. (Sgd.)

Commissioner of Affidavits.
British Guiana 
stamp 24 cents.

(Sgd.) - .
Chief Commissary.

Impressed stamp of British 
Guiana Government.

MINERAL WATER AS MEDICINE.

The Parliamentary Committee of the National 
Union of Mineral Water Manufacturers put the fol­
lowing questions in writing to candidates at Par­
liamentary bye-elections, with a request for a spe-

Cii^Wouid you be prepared to vote for the abolition 

of the table water duties? .
2 —Would you vote for a rebate of the sugar tax 

noon all sugars used for manufacturing purposes .
P, -Would you support a demand for a rebate of the 

soirit dutv on spirit used for manufacturing purposes 
Xs in this respect bringing our beverages into line 

with medicines?



122 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. March 16, 1922.

INSECTICIDES AND FUNGICIDES.

On account of the opposition of manufacturers, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has de­
cided, says The Fertiliser and Feeding-Stuffs 
Journal, to postpone the introduction into Parlia­
ment of the proposed Bill to regulate the trade in 
chemicals as insecticides and fungicides. Believ­
ing, however, that many manufacturers will be 
prepared to meet the terms of the Bill without 
previous legislation, certain of the more important 
provisions have been published (Leaflet No. 363). 
These conditions and the articles to which they 
apply are as follows :—

Lead Arsenate Paste.
(a) The total amount of arsenic in lead arsenate 

paste as sold for agricultural and horticultural 
purposes shall not be less than 14 per cent, of the 
paste in the condition in which it is sold, nor less 
than 28 per cent, of the paste when dried at 100 
deg. C., the arsenic being expressed in terms of 
arsenic oxide (As2O5).

(b) The amount of water-soluble arsenic in the 
paste as sold shall not exceed 0.5 per cent., ex­
pressed as arsenic oxide (As2O5).

(c) The actual percentage of arsenic in terms of 
arsenic oxide (As2O5) in the paste as sold shall 
be stated on the label, together with the dilution 
required to produce a standard spraying mixture 
containing 0.1 per cent, of arsenic oxide (As2O5).

(d) The amount of substance other than arsenate 
of lead and water in the paste as sold shall not 
exceed 3 per cent.

Lime-Sulphur Solutions.
(a) Lime-sulphur solution, as sold for agricul­

tural and horticultural purposes, shall be made 
from lime, sulphur, and water only.

(b) The specific gravity of the solution as sold 
shall not be less than 1.3 at 15 deg. C.

(c) The solution shall be free from suspended 
matter, and shall remain clear at all dilutions.

Nicotine.
It is proposed to deal under the Bill with nico­

tine when so|j as such, but exac^ requirements 
aie i under discussion. Purchasers of nicotine 
should, however, note that while the term “ nico­
tine is properly applied to the chemical in its 
free or uncombined state, it is sometimes used by 
sellers for combinations of nicotine with an acid— 
e.g., nicotine sulphate. Nicotine sulphate is an 
excellent insecticide, but it depends for its action 
on the nicotine it yields, and this nicotine must 
be released by mixing it with an alkali or spraying 
soap (which is sufficiently alkaline). Further a 
nicotme-sulphate spraying solution can only ’be 
valued by the percentage of free nicotine it yields 
and not by the percentage of nicotine sulphate.

Copper Sulphate.
Copper sulphate sold for use in a spraying mix- 

ture shall contain not less than 98 per cent, of 
crystallised sulphate of copper (CuSO45H2O).

Soft Soaps.
(a) Not less than 95 per cent, of the total alkali 

present in soft—that is, potash—soap sold for 
spraying purposes shall consist of potash.

(b) Soft, or potash, soap sold for spraying pur­
poses shall bear a label giving separate percentages 
of (1) the fatty acids, and (2) the resin acids, which 
the soap contains.

Liver of Sulphur.

(a) An article sold as “ liver of sulphur ” shall 
consist of a mixture of salts of potassium, chiefly 
sulphides.

(b) It shall conform to the characters and tests 
given in the British Pharmacopoeia, 1914, for sul­
phurated potash, and shall contain not less than 
42 per cent, nor more than 45 per cent, of sulphur, 
as determined by the process prescribed in the 
British Pharmacopoeia for the estimation of sulphur 
in sulphurated potash.

Sodium and Potassium Cyanides.

(a) An article sold as sodium cyanide for agricul­
tural and horticultural purposes shall be capable 
of evolving (when treated with an acid) not less 
than 56 per cent, of its weight as hydrocyanic add.

(b) An article sold as potassium cyanide for agri­
cultural and horticultural purposes shall be capable 
of evolving (when treated with an add) not less 
than 43.7 per cent, of its weight as hydrocyanic 
acid.

EXCESS PROFITS DUTY.

Double Payment Now Obviated.

An Order in Coyncil, for issuance of which The 
West India Committee has been pressing for some 
time was made on March 3rd, providing for the 
relief of those subject to payment of Excess Profits 
Uuty m the United Kingdom and British Guiana 
from double payment of such tax. The preamble 
summarises the various enactments on the subject, 
and the Order in Council reads as follows :_

Now therefore, His Majesty, by virtue and in 
exercise of the powers in this behalf by the Finance 
Act, 1917 or otherwise in His Majesty vested, is 
pleased, by and with the advice of His Privy 
Council to order and it is hereby ordered and 
declared, that under the law in force in the Colony 
ot British Guiana excess profits duty was chargeable 
for any accounting period which ended within the 
years 1917 1918 1919 and 1920, or which ended 
on the 31st day of December, 1917, 1918, 1919 and 
i920 m respect of profits in respect of which excess 
profits duty was also payable in the United 

and that arrangements have been made 
with the Government of British Guiana whereby in 
respect of any such profits only the duty which is 

igher m amount is to be payable, and that the 
amount of such duty is to be apportioned between 
the respective Exchequers in proportion to the 
amount of duty which would otherwise have been 

? lhe. United Kingdom and in the Colony 
of British Guiana respectively. And the Right 

.W.ms,to^ Spencer Churchill, His 
Majesty s Principal Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, is to give the necessary directions herein 
accordingly.”
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LIMESTONE IN AGRICULTURE. A CUP FOR H.M.S. “CALCUTTA.”

In an article on “ Pulverised Limestone for Agri­
cultural Use,” in The Fertiliser and Fee ding-Stuff s 
Journal of January 4th, Mr. A. Lancaster Smith, 
writing as to the British Isles, says that one of the 
most successful agriculturists has stated : “ If 
£1,000,000 were spent on lime for treating the 
thousands of acres that are utterly deficient in lime, 
the whole nature of the heavy land soil would be 
changed.” The farmer referred to has known what 
it is to take derelict land in Essex at a time of
agricultural depression, and make the proposition

Indian City’s Gift to its Name-Ship.

Tobagonians will learn with regret that their 
island’s name-ship, H.M.S. Tobago, which was 
mined in the Black Sea some little time ago, is not 
to be replaced. The handsome rose-bowl which 
they presented to her, having been vested in the 
Admiralty on trust, will now presumably find its 
way to Chatham or some other naval base.

In this connection it is of interest to learn that

pay, and his dictum is cer­
tainly worth consideration. 
The farmer and manure 
trader are faced with some 
peculiarly difficult pro­
blems. The falling prices 
of agricultural produce 
mean that costs of produc­
tion have to be lowered, 
or else the farmer must go 
out of business. The 
trader’s and the agricul­
turist’s prosperity are in­
terdependent. If agricul- 
culture is prosperous, the 
trader is prosperous, and 
vice-versa. The question

the City of Calcutta has now followed the generous

arises as to whether a
comprehensive system of 
liming British soils will 
help in lowering the costs 
of production, and the an­
swer is in the affirmative. 
Lime is an essential plant 
food, and without it soils 
cannot produce maximum 
crops. Very large areas of 
the land of these islands 
suffer from a deficiency of 
lime. A cursory glance at 
the map showing the geo­
logical formation of the 
country will show to the 
observer that these islands 
are richly endowed with a 
large variety of soils, vary­
ing in nature from the 
blown sand of some of the

Calcutta’s Gift to her Name-Ship.
cup is 16^ inches high.This handsome silver-gilt

example of Trinidad and 
Tobago, and has presented 
a handsome piece of 
plate to H.M.S. Calcutta, 
a very popular ship in 
West Indian waters. This 
gift takes the form of a 
handsome silver-gilt loving 
cup with chased vine-leaf 
ornamentation, and a cover 
similarly decorated. It is 
16| inches in height, and 
is inscribed as follows :— 
“Presented to H.M.S. Cal­
cutta by the Citizens of 
Calcutta," 1921.” The cup, 
which is a copy of a George 
I. pattern, was made by 
Garrard & Co., Ltd., of 
Albemarle Street.

No doubt many readers 
of the Circular will have 
the opportunity of seeing 
it when the Calcutta re­
turns from her cruise in the 
Pacific.

Some of his Parliamen­
tary colleagues entertained 
Mr. Wood at an informal 
dinner of welcome at the 
House of Commons on 
March 9th. Major Ormsby-
Gore was also a guest.
Mr. Percy Hurd presided,

coastal districts to the .
heavy clavs of Essex and Sussex, and in fertility 
from the "fens of Lincolnshire to the thin soils of 
the Wiltshire Downs. In some districts there word 
be an obvious lack of lime and m others the need 
would not be so apparent, but it must not be take 
as a safe guide that the geological formation of the 
land is an absolutely infallible indication as to 
whether lime is or is not required.

What Mr. Smith says about the British Isles 
applies equally to tropical countries.

Subscriptions to The West India Committee be- 
came renewable on January ist

and the 
eluded 
Murray,

company m- 
GideonMr.

Mr.
Colonel

Bigland,
Gibbs,Lieutenant-Colonel Amery, Colonel Gibbs, 

Sir John Baird, Sir John Gilmour, Sir Owen 
Philipps, Sir Joseph Hood, Sir Newton Moore, Sir 
A. Shirley Benn, Sir Ion Hamilton Benn, Captain 
E. A. Fitzroy, Colonel G. Dalrymple-White, Colonel 
John Gretton, General Coekenll, Sir William Cowan 
Admiral Sir R. Hall, Mr. Gershom Stewart, Colonel 
Burn, Colonel Wheler, Sir Robert Newman, Sir A. 
W. Smithers, Commander Carlyon Benams, Mr. . 
B. Betterton, Colonel E. Royds, Major R. y , 
CrJnnp] H Snender Clay, Sir Frederick Toung, Mr. 
Samuel Elliot, and Viscount

Curzon.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 107.)

Capricious Cucaracha.
The Canal authorities had intended to pass the 

Renown and her escort through the Canal in record 
time, but their plans were frustrated by a fresh 
movement of the capricious Cucaracha slide, which 
still periodically closed the channel for traffic by 
precipitating into it masses of rock and débris from 
the scarred sides of Gold Hill. As we lay

H.IVI.S. “ Renown >• passing the Cucaracha Slide.

Karren —__ 1 . . - rumours already
r?Ch something was amiss,

and we soon learnt that an immense boulder weigh-
A fty tOn5 htd chosen this occasion to come 

hurtling down and obstruct the Culebra Cut. Never- 
a’m” stin snowing Closely on 

entered th°^^ S1°wly °fi and

F°r the first six or seven miles the banks on either 
side are uninteresting. The channel crosses 
diagonally the old French canal, now rapidly silting 
up and in the bush and scrub one can still see th! 
s!™s’s day^ S°me °f the °W machinery of de Les- 

At Gatun there was no waiting. The locks are 
afi duplicated, one set being used for south- and 

the other for north-bound traffic; but for this one 
day all the shipping in the Canal gave way to the 
Renown and Calcutta, which therefore were able to 
enter parallel locks.

On either side of us on the lock walls were two 
electric “mules”—locomotives with windowed
“cabs” fore and after, and a turret amidships— 
from which steel cables were paid out and made 
fast to our bows and stem. The pilot on our upper 
bridge waved his arms, the cables were hauled taut 
to keep us in mid-stream, bells clanged, and off 
went the “mules,” grunting and scrunching along 
and towing us into the lock with remarkable pre­
cision and a complete absence of fuss. Behind each 
locomotive two or three negroes ambled along hold-

ing a spare line, 
but no lock-keepers 
and no assistants 
were in evidence, 
the locks being 
operated by a hid­
den hand in a con­
ning tower like a 
signal - box. 
sooner were
inside than 

No 
we 

the
gates closed behind 
us, handrails auto­
matically rising 
into position on 
them in a mysteri­
ous manner as they 
did so, and from 
the depths of the 
lock a great fender 
chain rose to hold 
us back in case of 
emergency, and 
prevent our bump­
ing into the ’ ’ 
gates.

At Gatun 
Prince and 
Staff landed, 

lock

the 
his 

and
were taken in a spe­
cial train to inspect 
the Gatun Dam,
accompanied by
the President of
the Panama Re-

big-wigs, who had bcen^tod^ spend 
thana+Vn tbe R™0™—and it proved a longe/day 
than they expected. This great barrier; fully 

mile and a half in length, closes in the 
thTcafd °T v'e Ck?«res Valley, forming thereby 
ihe SnZ The Prince was ^wu, too, 
1 200S&cf 1 y’ 3 oonctote-lined channel nearly 
1,200 feet long and 285 feet wide, through which 
deet^“ °f the lake and^alsZ the 

power for Jh 8t^t101? that P^des light and
fO . entlre Canal Zone.

Meanwhile, when the water in our locks had risen 
the great gates before us opened, the pilot S 
waved his hand, the bells clanged, and the eleftric 
mules once more grunted forward, towing us into 
the next lock, and thence, in due course, into the
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third of the flight, where the Prince and his party 
rejoined the Renown. The last gates then swing­
ing open, we entered the Gatun Lake, whose surface 
is eighty-five feet above Limon Bay. This immense 
artificial sheet of water, now covering villages, 
forests, and part of the old railway track, over 
which one had walked ten years ago, is, ap­
proximately, the size of Geneva; but the only re­
semblance it bears to that exquisite Swiss lake is 
in its size. That is certainly impressive, but other­
wise there is little to be said in favour of Gatun. 
From its shallow waters the barren stumps of silk­
cotton and other forest trees still project, and will 
continue to project until they rot away in course of 
time, for no one will trouble to move them. A few 
hill-tops also rise 
above the surface 
of the lake, form­
ing small islets, 
whose fauna, cut 
off entirely from 
the outside world, 
must present an in­
teresting study to 
naturalists.

We steamed 
through the lake at 
a good speed, along 
the channel clearly 
defined by concrete 
lighthouses and 
other symbols, ; 
until we entered 
the mighty Culebra 
Cut. This vast cut­
ting, now renamed 
the Gaillard Cut 
after the engineer 
who superintended 
the greater part of 
its construction, is 
by far the most 
striking feature of 
the Canal. It is no 
fewer than nine 
miles long, and its 
excavation in- 

and “Calcutta” in the Gatun Locks.The “ Renown ”
volved the removal 
of over 230,000,000 
cubic yards of 
“dirt,” of which ... ..
the French were responsible for 20,419,720. All the 
same the cutting now looks small to J^tit did 
before the water was let into it. So immense 
is it that, looking down from above when t 
was being excavated, one had to gaze at it 
for quite a long time before recognising that some 
thousands of workers were busily employed m A 
So far off were they that they looked Oke ants,wh te 
the “ dirt trains ” and gigantic steam ¿hovels 
which would lift several tons of rock with one 

scoop—resembled mere toys.
We now had ample time to inspect the Cut at 

our leisure, for though engineers had been fev« 
ishly attacking the latest obstructimi with dynamite 
and dredgers, the fairway was not yet sufficiently 
clear to permit of the safe passage through it of 

so large a ship as the Renown. Consequently, 
there was nothing to be done but to make fast 
alongside one of the tying-up stations, and to hope 
for the best while amusing ourselves by studying 
life—which included some fine specimens of alli­
gator and iguanas—on the lower slopes of the pre­
cipitous cliffs that overhung us. Occasionally tugs 
towing barges full of rock dredged from the ob­
struction would pass us, and it must have been 
nearly five o’clock before we were under weigh 
again.

Cautiously we then picked our way along the 
narrow channel, turning one corner just as the 
Renown disappeared round the next, until we 
passed the beetling cliffs of Gold Hill, which looked 

as though they had been riven by an earthquake. 
At this point there was little joom to spare as one 
could see from the flags which marked out the fan- 
wav; but the Renown got safely past the obstruc­
tion, with no more damage than a chip out of her 
starboard propeller, and we followed. Thereafter 
all was plam bailing. The locks of Pedro Miguel, 
irreverently known to habitues of the Canal as 
“'peter McGill,” were open ready to receive us 
and we went through them m fine style. Here n 
Prince and his Staff went ashore and took tomoto^ 
ca?“ since they had an important engagement to 
keep at the Tivoli Hotel at Ancon, the American 
suburb of Panama, and it was now getting late. A 
Pedro Miguel we were beyond the reach of many 
Spectators, and it was this, perhaps, that served to
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bring into prominence an elated American whom 
the long arm of prohibition had evidently failed to 
touch. It was most entertaining to listen to the 
cross-talk between him and the sailors, and he 
elicited a roar of laughter when, pointing to our 
range dial, he called the attention of our Officer of 
the Watch to the fact that his “clock was wrong, 
anyway.”

It was dark by the time we reached the Mira- 
flores Lake and the three locks between us and 
the Pacific, brilliantly illuminated by electric lights 
on tall concrete columns, and a great arrow studded 
with incandescent lamps indicating which chamber 
we were to enter, were reminiscent of the White City 
or Coney Island on a beautiful summer’s night. 
Thence we proceeded to Balboa, the commercial 
terminal of the great Canal, where we were accom­
modated alongside the wharf within a stone’s throw 
of the Renown.

It was now Holy Week, and Latin-American 
cities are naturally not seen to the best advantage 
during Lent; but when we sallied forth on the fol­
lowing morning there was little to complain about 
in this respect, the sun-flooded streets and Plazas of 
Panama being gay with the bunting of all nations. 
Balboa and Ancon, the American suburbs, which 
bid fair to exceed in size the old Spanish City, were 
more conservative, flying only the Stars and Stripes 
in accordance with their patriotic custom.

Balboa, known in earlier days as La Boca, the 
Pacific mouth of the Canal, is a busy American port 
with docks, coaling stations (equipped with con­
veyors and transporters of the most ingenious des­
cription) and immense tanks of oil, which were 
already replenishing the bunkers of the Renown and 
Calcutta as we stepped ashore. Behind the docks 
rise the hill of Ancon and the minor elevations pre­
sumably thrown up in the distant past by that now 
extinct volcano. Round about it is the residential 
quarter, with many practical, but not pretty, square 
villas, reminding one of great meat-safes, each being 
rigorously screened with mosquito gauze, behind 
which one could see the shadowy forms of the gold 
h?£T? and children, who no tofger
nave to fear insect-borne disease. 6
wh^h^tA ^°U r a WOrld of refereed concrete 
winch extends right across the Isthmus. Locks 
bridges, culverts, lighthouses, lamp standards tele­
graph posts, buildings—all are made of concrete a 

what the architect can do with 
trario™'lH^ by.tbe Canal Adminis-
itSH^L Wblte structure, three 
storeys high, the two lower recessed, the upper sun 
ported on tall columns and protected from the burn 
mg rays of the sun by a red tiled roof with over-’ 
. a gmg eaves, it is admirably proportioned Stand 

hi^ * is approached by three bX’ 
fied • PS’- WhlCh add stiU turther^ to its digni­
fied and imposing appearance. g

The Italians and French are reno-rted k +k 
finest road-makers in the w^rld * W !
surely be excelled by the Americans in S 
Zone, who have provided Balboa AnZ 
Panama with drivewavs as near r <?con, and 
be. Paved with as^t and" oh 

as smooth as a billiard table, and, by constan? 
and sweepmg, as glossy as black marble A brief

experience of these wonderful roads made one posi­
tively blush to think of the shortcomings of most 
of the British West Indian islands in this respect, 
and, for example, of the dreadful dust in Barbados, 
which must be responsible for much sickness.

Close alongside Ancon—so close that it is only 
from the architecture and the habits of the people 
that you can tell where one place ends and the other 
begins—lies Panama, which was built in 1671 after 
the destruction of the older city of the same name 
eight or nine miles to windward by the pirate 
Morgan. The Americans made it part of their bar­
gain with the newly-born Republic of Panama that 
thev should enjoy the complete control of sanita­
tion in its capital, for they realised the dangers 
they would have incurred through having on their 
flanks such a festering sore as the place would other­
wise have been. So they drained and paved the 
city, and now enforce in it the most rigid anti­
mosquito regulations.

The houses, mostly built of stone, with red tiled 
roofs and wrought iron balconies, have a squalid but 
picturesque appearance, and with many ancient 
churches look strangely out of keeping with the weil- 
paved roads. The principal thoroughfare is the 
Avenida Centrale, which winds like a serpent 
through the town, traversing on its way to the har­
bour two of those attractive Plazas in which 
Spaniards all the world over rejoice, beautifully laid 
out with gigantic Royal palms, kiosks and seats. 
In this street are stores devoted to the sale of 
Panama hats, souvenirs, and Japanese and Chinese 
silks and curios, and in the principal Plaza is the 
weather-worn cathedral, with a florid façade and 
twin towers, the domes of which, encased with 
mother-of-pearl from the neighbouring Pearl Islands, 
glisten and scintillate in the sun. According to a 
tradition, this cathedral was erected at the expense 
of a negro, the son of a poor charcoal burner, who 
rose to be Bishop of Panama.

Lower down the Avenida is another venerable 
church dedicated to Santo Domingo—now, alas in 
rums, but still celebrated for its famous “flat arch.” 
the church, of which only the walls and this arch 
now remain, was built by the Dominican monks, 
who experienced much difficulty in finding a suitable 
hunt lf°I the„orSan loft- Arch after arch was 
had d y Then °“* night a pious monk
tn kt“’?11 Whæh a Perfect arch was revealed 
rc nun Next morning he at once made a plan of 
has arch, which was in due course constructed by 

the Brother8- . When was completed and
the scaffolding was being removed, the inventive 
Mow itVith^f Id'd confldence “ Ms arch, stood 
this thl %rmS’ and from that day to
bricks wither ’ th?u£h only constructed of thin 
tion bS‘ a"y key;8tone, has remained in posi- 
of architet/ eaJtk(luakef> Arcs, and the scepticism 
pheTwren who 'm?118 the °f Cbristo-
the Town Cn ’ Xælding to the importunities of
seated to fdd r S ° Windsor> reluctantly con-
whkh he had Î CO UmnS to their Town Hall, 
othXise^ ^ey declared thaï
XS3T1 Chamber would collapse. He 
them tooshort fndht CrlU-m5S’ but Pnrposely made 
he made it with a tbe Aoor stands as

made it, with a space between it and the columns.
(to be continued.}
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THE NAME “GUIANA.

By Rev. James Williams.
The Rev. James Williams went out to St. Patrick’s, Ber- 

bice, in 1895, and after a year at St. Swithin’s, on the West 
Bank, he icent to Bartica as a missionary, remaining there 
until 1908, when he teas transferred to the Rupununi, where 
he continued his work until he left the Colony in 1913. Mr. 
Williams made a close study of the language and dialects of 
the Indians of the interior, and has written a valuable work 
on the subject, which he hopes some day to publish.

This spelling, “ Guiana,” familiar to Englishmen 
as being the name of British Guiana, the only 
British Colony on the South American continent, 
first appeared in print in 1596, when there was pub­
lished in London Sir Walter Raleigh’s book, “ The 
Discoverie of the Large, Rich, and Bevvtifvl Em- 
pyre of Gviana . . • .” The name has been 
variously pronounced and spelt. Probably the form 
“ Guayana ” best represents what we may suppose 
the original name to have been. The name has 
not always represented the same tract of country; 
it has denoted sometimes a geographical area, some­
times a political division. A modem writer tells 
us that the name of a country called “ Guayana ” 
is often met with in documents and maps from the 
15th century, when the country was first discovered, 
down to the present day.

What authority exists for this statement oi 
Father Strickland does not appear. It is, however, 
well-known that there was in use another name, 
“ Caribana,” for approximately the same country, 
both before and after the name “ Guayana came 
into general use. Thus we read m the first English 
translation of Peter Martyr : “They saye that the 
vnyuersal lande of the East region of the goulfe 
from the comer thereof reaehynge into the sea, and 
from the extreme or vtter moste mouthe of the 
same receavynge the waters of the sea which faule 
into it, euen vnto ‘ Os Draconis and Paria, is by 
one generail name cauled Caribana, of the 
• Caribes ’ or Caníbales whiche are founde in euery 
regyon in this tráete.” The same name is men­
tioned by Oviedo in 1526, and J. C. da Silva states 
that afteyr the Caribs had crossed over the Orinoco 
and invaded the country it became known as the

♦ rv the Caribs or (( Canbana, and was 
conn try of the Mercator in
X toyOrtheHus L 1570J4, ’79, ’81, ’84, ’87 ’92; 
? Revin 1592 and 1594; to Plancius in 1594, 

1596, and that eten a ® used, sometimes for 
" c"íro (SÍ ¿Slmí te I»

its coasts alone. mindful, doubtless,
Sir Robert H. Sc^burgk, min^^

of De Laet s word , y , the Wild Coast. It 
settlers called it Gui ’ from a small river, 
is said to ha7Áe„COrinoco ” This careful language 
a‘^" Xt Ihe suggestion did not altogether 
implies that the sugg same time he had
satisfy Schomburgk, a tributary to which 
no alternative one to offer the “Waini,” or
he refers »„evidently tinmap of British 
GuiaT-mpM^fmm^Schomburgk’s maps on a 

scale of seven miles to an inch, and engraved in 
1875. A larger river of the same name which flows 
into the Amazon is spelt and accentuated “Guainia” 
by the Venezuelan geographer Codazzi.

Mr. J. Rodway, discussing the name in a paper 
published in 1904, had before him the statement of 
an Arawak Indian, who ;said the name came from 
a tribe called “ Akayuanas,” who in a remote past 
dwelt between the Orinoco and the Amazon. Mr. 
Rodway identifies this name with the “Akaiwanna” 
Falls, on the Essequibo River, and thinks it is 
probably compounded of the Arawak words, 
fck akuya,” a fish, and “ wina,” water, but does not 
consider it as the source of the name “ Guiana.” 
There are, it is true, Arawak names on the 
Essequibo, as, for instance, “ Cumuti,” beyond 
the Akaiwanna Falls; at the same time we may 
remember that in the Macusi language, a Carib 
dialect, “ kaiwanna ” signifies “ planet.” Mr. 
Rodway, identifying the “ uni ” of river names 
like 66 Mazaruni ” and “ Cuyuni ” with the 
Arawak word for water, 66 uniabo,” readily adopts 
the suggestion mentioned by Schomburgk, and 
says : “ In its simplest form, ‘ uni ’ is found in 
the River ‘ Wini,’ or ‘ Wina,’ spelt on Spanish 
charts Guayni, or Guiania. It is hardly necessary 
to go beyond this for the identification of the name 
Guiana, but it may be stated that a softening of the 
‘ G ’ will assist; no doubt the original word was 
pronounced ‘ wiana.’ ” The spelling here, 
“ Guiania,” must be a misprint for Guainia. In 
a discussion on the aboriginal words meaning 
“ water,” the Venezuelan scholar, Aristides Rojas, 
savs •_66 Unu, une, uma, ueni, ini, uni, weni, om, 
wini, wune, ina,” the forms used by various tribes 
have all one origin. He instances the names of 36 
rivers in the neighbourhood of the Orinoco having 
this termination, including three tributaries of the 
Guainia, but he does not include the last named 
river in his list. Rojas continues As we have 
already said, the Quechuas have as a radical of 
water the word ‘ unu,’ and the Aymares a ^tion 
of the Peruvian Andes, say uma, while ,the 
Sarabecos, Poiconecas, and Moxos say une or 
runi ’ This proves to us that the tribes who left 
the eastern slopes of the Peruvian Andes in their 
tourneytowards the north, and in their wanderings 
over the savannahs of the Amazon and Orinoco, 

i a terminology which, notwithstanding it 
™P suffered s^T vanations, has maintained itself

• . the destructive action of the centuries. "¿T RolX,Tn t™e same paper, says of the River 

Essequibo thatIn its upper reaches it 
; Sin ’ which means rock or stone. The reference 
here "s J the Arawak word “ siba ” a rock or stone. 
This word is found in print as long ago as15 , 
J Peter Martvr refers to its use m the island of 
when Pete■Marty marmoreos calcuios & quos cibas 
voc^t& tabellas quasda A-as
guaninos «PPe^t) hahm’se diefit. U 
appear that the inhabitants a ms. 1624
UpPerf It is inhabited by Caribs
and Aruakas The Caribs inhabit the upper part of 
tTe river a^d the others the lower part.’

(To be continued.)
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THE COMMITTEE’S CALENDAR.

“Breadfruit” Bligh’s Second Voyage.

Judging by the many favourable comments re­
ceived, The West India Committee Calendar for 
1922 has been much appreciated. In the descrip­
tion of it in the Circular of January 5th, a proof­
reader made the Mutiny of the Bounty a “ meet­
ing,” which was unfortunate, since it was really, 
as shown, a “ parting.” From the Natural His­
tory Museum a request for a copy of the Calendar 
was received, so that it might be included in a 
collection of botanical plates, the Bread Fruit 
Trees depicted being regarded as of botanical 
interest.

Another correspondent asked if the vessel shown 
was really the Bounty, or just a ship of the period. 
In the 66 King’s Ships ” (H. S. Lecky) the Bounty 
is included in the list of ancient war vessels, and 
it would appear that she was “ hired and armed ” 
for the purpose for which she was commissioned.

Mr. W. G. Perrin, O.B.E., the Admiralty Lib­
rarian, and an authority on Naval records, who 
was consulted on this point, writes as follows :— 
“ There seems no reason to doubt that the artist 
properly represented the Bounty in his pic­
ture. Whether he ever saw her, or what plans 
or information he had to work on I cannot say. 
But the picture seems to correspond with plans 
of the vessel and of the launch in which the party 
was set adrift, which are to be found in Lieut. 
Bligh’s ( A Voyage to the South Sea, undertaken 
by command of His Majesty, for the purpose of 
conveying the breadfruit trees to the West Indies, 
in H.M.S. “ Bounty ” (London, 1792).’ ”

As a further result of the publication of the 
Calendar, The West India Committee Circular 
has received from the publishers a copy of “ Cap­
tain Bligh’s Second Voyage to the South Sea,” 
by Ida Leigh (London : Longmans, Green and 
Co., 1920), which relates how, in 1792 and 1793, 
Bligh successfully carried out his mission of trans­
porting the breadfruit plants to St. Vincent and 
Jamaica, in which he had been frustrated on the 
first occasion by the mutiny, and thus won the 
reward of one hundred pounds offered by The West 
India Committee. The Providence and the 
Assistant, after a stormy passage from St. 
Helena, anchored safely in Kingstown Bay St 
Vincent, on January 23rd, 1793. The arrival of 
the ships in the West Indies is thus described by 
the author, whose account is based on Bligh’s log- 
00*0 KS I

twenty yenrs have elapsed,” writes Captain 
f1?106 I.was ^is island, and as I was not 

certain of knowing Kingstown Bay in the night, I was 
induced to bring to near a French sloop for a pilot I 
got a negro who was perfectly acquainted with the 
harbour, and I anchored at half past ten, without 
accident: the winds were light, but fortunately the 
merchant ships knew who we were and sent assistance 
to tow us m.

“ I sent Lieutenant Guthrie to inform the Governor 
of my arrival, and to request that everything should 
be forwarded to receive the plants I had been ordered 

to leave on the island. In the morning Dr. Anderson, 
the superintendent, came on board and with him I 
waited on General Seton, and it was agreed to have 
the plants brought up to the Garden by negroes.

“ On the morning of the 24th we began to land the 
plants. A number of negroes carried the pots on 
their heads to the Botanic Garden which is about 
2 miles distant from the beach; and on returning they 
brought back in the same manner the plants that 
Dr. Anderson had got ready for His Majesty’s Garden 
at Kew.

“ A deputation from the Hon. Council and Assembly 
waited on me the day after my arrival, and presented 
me with a resolution and request to accept a piece of 
plate valued at 100 guineas as a mark of their appro­
bation and esteem. They likewise did me the honour 
to give a public dinner to all my officers, and during 
our stay were unremitting in their kindness and atten­
tion. Two bullocks were given us on behalf of the 
ships’ companies so that everyone benefited by their 
hospitality. I left in all 544 plants at this place, and 
I received, for His Majesty’s Garden at Kew, 465 pots 
and 2 tubs containing botanic plants.”

While the ships were in port at St. Vincent, Captain 
Bligh lost two men, Jno. Thompson (one of the 
Matilda's men), who deserted, and Henry Smith who 
fell overboard and was drowned.

On January 30th the ships once again put to sea, 
and proceeded towards Jamaica. Three days later 
their courses were altered to make Altavela and Beata, 
islands off the southern shore of San Domingo, which 
were visible at noon. The Providence sighted Cape 
Tiburon, the most westerly point of Haiti, on February 
4th, and at the same time Jamaica was visible but 
indistinctly. Next day both ships were brought to 
their moorings in Port Royal harbour, where Bligh’s 
long voyage was safely accomplished, and at last the 
breadfruit tree was brought to Jamaica.

On the 6th Captain Bligh went on shore to call on 
Commodore Ford and to place himself under his com­
mand, while Lieutenant Guthrie waited on 
Governor-General Adam Williamson to whom a letter 
had been dispatched asking that the plants mio-ht be 
taken out of the ship as soon as possible. The com- 
modore and many gentlemen from the shore came on 
the following day to see the breadfruit trees which we 
are told were then “in the highest perfection.”

Captain Bligh also informs us that he attended a 
meeting of the Committee on the 9th to discuss the 
destination of the breadfruit. It was then determined 
to divide the plants among the different counties but 
to reserve two general houses or nurseries for them 

was,.,to be at East Gard™ and the other 
at Bath. Mr. Wiles, one of the botanists, was en-

UIthe caPacitY of gardener to remain at Bath, 
and Bobbo or Pappo, the Otaheitan, was selected to 
remain with him.

“ I was solicited to take the plants allotted to Bath 
round in the ship to Port Morant when I had delivered 
those intended for this place, and requested to order 
the Assistant to carry the Cornwall plants round to 
Savannah la Mar.”

^Y^ the z3tli to take the Providence 
Wl?rY the remainder of the plants on 

board that ship 268 in number, were landed ; and on 
February 14 th the Assistant sailed with her cargo of 
plants for Savannah. Those delivered to Jamaica 
were thus distributed : The county of Middlesex re- 
ceived 110; Greenwich (for the County of Surrey), 

J.f°r the County of Surrey), 
268; Savannah (for the county of Cornwall), 100

In gratitude for his valuable services the Committee
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ordered a letter to be sent to Captain Bligh, of which 
the following is an extract : —

Kingston, 
March 20th, 1793.

“ Sir,—I am authorised in the name of the Com­
mittee appointed to act in the reception of the Bread 
Fruit and other valuable plants lately received, to 
assure you in their name of the high sense they enter­
tain of your exertions and great merit in bringing to 
so happy a conclusion the beneficent object of our 
most gracious Sovereign in this most arduous task 
committed to your charge.

“ I am, etc., Henry Shirley/'
The young trees were delivered at Port Morant 

in the usual way, being landed from the ship and 
carried to their destination on the heads of the 
negroes. When they had all been put on shore, Bligh 
weighed anchor and made sail again for Port Royal, 
where he found the Assistant lying already. Im­
portant news was received shortly afterwards from 
Europe on the arrival of the Duke of Cumberland 
packet at Jamaica. She reported that the National 
Convention of France had declared war on England. 
This naturally caused great excitement, and it also 
delayed the departure of the Providence and Assistant 
as Commodore Ford detained them “until more force 
had arrived at Port Royal.”

AGRICULTURE IN TRINIDAD.
The Department of Agriculture of Trinidad and 

Tobago has now issued Its administrative report for 
the two years 1919-1920. During the latter year 
important changes were made in the functions of 
the department. From September 1st, 1920, it 
became a purely advisory body, the Government 
assuming all responsibility for providing in the 
Department officers to replace the mycologist, en­
tomologist and agricultural adv:sers previously 
maintained by the Board from funds derived from 
a special tax, which has been now abolished, on 
agricultural produce. Another important change 
has been in connection with the St. Augustine and 
River Estates, which had been worked by the 
Department as independent concerns on their own 
basis, outside of the Colonial expenditure. Ihe 
River Estate has become an integral part of the 
Department, while a part of the St. Augustine 
Estate has been reserved for an experimental 

the balance being transferred to the Crown 
Lands Department for pasture and other PUIT?S^- 

The report gives an interesting account of the 
progress T agriculture of Tobago, as indicated by 
tte value of the exports. In 1917 the value of 

the «Port* "worth

£14«,565?the principal items in which P^8ress has 
been made being cacao, coconuts, and limes.

DEATH.
The charge for the fo^each aMiuS

and Death, i, 3/6 for three ‘Une, andUJ p
C1KCVLAH, and crossed

“ Colonial BankV 53 stradella Road.
Coombs.—-On March 4th, 1922,. at , of

Herne Hill, London, S.E., Eva .viay,
Commander W. H. Coombs,

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.
The Editor -will be glad to receive gifts of books, 

copies of publications relating to the Colonies, photo­
graphs of West Indian scenery, or local events of 
topical interest, and donations towards the Library 
Fund which will be duly acknowledged under this 
heading.

“ The Clipper Ship ‘ Sheila.’ ” By Capt. W. H. 
Angel. London : Heath Cranton.

The question of labour in the British West Indian 
colonies has, ever since the abolition of slavery, been 
more or less acute. In 1841 the introduction of East 
Indians to British Guiana and Trinidad under in­
denture was begun and continued for many years. 
The main features of the system were that East In­
dians were recruited by Emigration Agents in India. 
The immigrants were under agreement to serve their 
employers for five years at a wage of is. i|d. a day 
for able-bodied adults, and 8d. a day for those who 
did not come under that category. All of those who 
arrived in the colony before August, 1898, were en­
titled to a return passage to India or payment of 
one-fourth of the passage money in the case of men, 
and one-sixth in the case of women; and after ten 
years’ residence men who wished to return paid only 
one-half the passage money and women one-third, 
the balance being paid by the employer. As a matter 
of fact, the East Indians were so happy and contented 
in the West Indies that only a small proportion 
availed themselves of the reduced fares. Emigration 
from India under indenture has been stopped by the 
Indian Government, and efforts are now being made 
to secure free immigrants from India. We have lately 
received a book, “The Clipper Ship ‘ Sheila,’ ” written 
by the master of that vessel, Capt. W. H. Angel. 
The ship belonged to the firm of Sandbach, Tinne and 
Co., and was launched in 1877, having been built 
especially for the trade of carrying indentured In­
dian emigrants to the West Indies. The book, after 
telling all about the dimensions of the ship and her 
equipment, etc., describes her first voyage from Cal­
cutta with coolies on board. On August 30, 1877, 421 
men, 120 women, and 85 children were taken on board 
at Calcutta, together with two native doctors. Captain 
Angel relates how, after being a month at 'sea the 
Indians from being a poor, emaciated-looking lot of 
creatures on embarkation, under the influence of care 
and the best of food, were already putting on flesh. 
The Indians had their own cooks in strict accordance 
with their caste or faith. They were not only well 
fed on the voyage but were even supplied with cloth­
ing. Discipline and cleanliness were strictly en­
forced. Capt. Angel goes on to tell how well 
looked after the immigrants were when at work in 
their new homes. It was a penal offence for anyone 
to ill-use them. A stipendiary magistrate visited all 
the estates periodically and saw to it that the 
* ~ inqtlv treated. Capt. Angel’s account of the East
Indians in British Guiana and Trinidad bears out the 
General view taken by those who know how they

time was up• y ordinary reader

srsS-pi of fi.
too prolix, the author is interesung w ad
his Indians and describes what he saw or
and British Guiana.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Antigua’s Export Duties.

Ordinance No. i of 1922 imposes a revised list of 
export duties on sugar, molasses and cotton. In the 
case of crystallised sugar, the duties range from three 
shillings per ton when the price is under £jo to 
24s. 6d. per ton when it is between ^29 and £30. 
Muscovado selling at under ¿14 is taxed at the rate 
of one shilling per ton. The duty on molasses from 
crystals is one shilling per 100 gallons, and from 
muscovado, two shillings. On cotton the duty is one 

An .Aerial View of Georgetown.

Company, who has recently been making Aeroplane flights in this Colony

halfpenny when the price per pound of clean lint is 
under 2s. 6d. per lb., and one penny when it is 2s. 6d 
and over.

Barbados and the Income Tax.

In a message to the House of Assembly on January 
24th, the Governor announced that the services of Mr. 
C. H. Rickman, Chairman of the Jamaica Assessment 
Committee, would prove veiy valuable in connection 
with the administration of the recently enacted Income 
Tax, although Mr. Rickman would probably not be 
able to visit the Island until the autumn.—The fol­
lowing Commissioners, says the Standard, have been 
appointed under the Mosaic Disease Act Sir F. J 
Clarke, Messrs. G. S. Evelyn, G. D. L. Pile, H. A. 
Bo veil, and J. H. Wilkinson.—At a meeting of civil 
servants, on January 31st, it was decided to petition 
the Government for the retention of the 25 per cent, 
additional salaries and war bonus.—The majority of 
the Bridgetown lightermen went on strike recently 
as a protest against wage reductions.—There has been 
a series of cane fires, affecting among other estates

Holder’s, Frenche’s, Fairfield and Trent’s plantations.
—The death is announced of Mr. B. B. Clarett, the 
Government auctioneer.

Mr. Wood’s Visit to British Guiana.

Mr. H. V. Fitzpatrick, writing on 3rd February, 
states that the Government has decided to defer until 
the end of the year the collection of Sea Defence taxes 
for 1922 on all sugar estates that are working. Assess­
ments will be made as usual.—Major Wood and his 
party arrived on the morning of 2nd February, and 
spent the day in receiving addresses from the various 
associations and public bodies. These included the 
Mayor (Hon. M. Nascimento) and Council of George­
town, and the Elected Members of the Combined 
Court, on whose behalf the senior Financial Represen­

tative, Mr. A. R. F. 
Webber, read an address, 
pointing out the grave 
position of the Colony’s 
sugar industry, which 
was now facing a loss of 
from ios. to ¿3 per 
ton, and that in conse­
quence a complete cessa­
tion of work had taken 
place on six estates and 
the abandonment of 
several others was fore­
shadowed. Mr. Webber 
argued that the only 
immediately practical 
succour that was likely 
to save the industry was 
a doubling of the home 
preference until the crisis 
were past, the substan­
tive preference now ob­
taining being further 
guaranteed for ten years. 
He went on to protest 
against the introduction 

of legislation restricting 
the use of foreign capital 
in the Colony, to plead 
for help in the opening 
up of the hinterland, and 
to urge constitutional 
changes whereby the 
Governor might not 

have to preside over meetings of the Combined 
Court, that gaps in the ranks of the electives by absence 
or illness might be immediately filled, and a measure of 
colonial representation might be introduced into the 
Executive Council. After replying, Mr. Wood met 
representatives of the Royal Agricultural and Com­
mercial Society, the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
and the British Guiana Sugar Planters’ Association, 
the Hon. R. E. Brassington presiding. For the 
Chamber, Mr. Farrar dealt with the state of industry, 
the need of colonisation, the lack of adequate steam­
ship and cable communications and the question of 
harbour improvements. Mr. Brassington voiced the 
needs of the sugar industry, stating that it was pro­
posed to ask the local Government for a loan repay­
able over ten years, of £2 per ton of the output. In 
the course of his reply, Mr. Wood stated that if any 
plans could be devised for overcoming the difficulty 
that the deficiency caused by an increased preference 

j haV-e to be made UP by increased taxation in the 
United Kingdom, such plans should have the very 
earnest consideration of the Chancellor of the Ex­
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chequer, before whom lie (Mr. Wood) promised to lay 
the sugar case as strongly as he could. On the follow­
ing day, Mr. H. A. Britton led a deputation from the 
Farmers’ Conference, when Rev. E- R. O. Robertson 
asked for an Imperial loan for schemes of irrigation 
and drainage, Mr. Ormsby-Gore, replying. In the 
afternoon representatives of the Labour Union were 
given an audience, led by Mr. A. V. Crane. Mr. J. A. 
Luckhoo, President of the Indian National Congress, 
then introduced a deputation, representing that body, 
and Mr. Veerasawmy read an address asking on behalf 
of the East Indians that there be an irrigation and 
drainage scheme for rice growing and that Indian his­
tory be taught in the schools. The same afternoon a 
deputation from the older East Indian body, the East 
Indian Association, interviewed the Under Secretary, 
introduced by Dr. W.
Hewley Wharton. On 
February 4th, Mr. Wood 
and his party, accom­
panied by a number of 
representative men, left 
by ship for Bartica. On 
arrival at Vreed-en-Hoop, 
the party were joined by 
Mr. J. J. da Silva, Mem­
ber for West Demerara. 
The party then motored 
to l’arika, visiting the 
sea defences on the way. 
At Bartica an address was 
read by Hon. F. Dias. 
Afterwards the Penal 
Settlement was visited, 
Mr. Wood being wel­
comed by Mr. R. C. 
Pook, the superintendent. 
Returning to Georgetown 
the following day, the 
party motored on the 8th 
to Berbice, where they 
were the guests of Sir 
Edward Davson. On the 
way halts were made at 
the villages of Buxton 
and Victoria, at each of 
which an address was pre­
sented. On arrival in New

The llamine Falls, British Guiana.
characteristic scene in the interior of British Guiana is fromThis beautiful view of a taken from the air by Major Cochran-Patrick.a photograph

Amsterdam, the Under-
Secretary was welcomed by the Mayor, Mr. J. O. Dow, 
who read an address. Mr. Abbensetts afterwards pre­
sented Mr. Wood with a locally-made casket con- 
structed of lignum-vitae and gold from the Colony. 
Mr Wood referred to his reply as possibly the last he 
would be called on to make during his, tour.

Mr. Arthur H. Hill has been appointed to act as Senior 
Immigration Agent during the time Hon. K. • 
Stewart acts as Immigration Director
Francis F.I.C., has been appointed to act 
of Science and Agriculture and Chairman of the Board 
of A-rkulture -The Government are inviting appli- 
rations for $3 838,150

3xst of "the five million dollar 

loan offered last July-

British Honduras Chicle Industry. jar<relv

Public attention in the co ony s

k^^b^g^ ^ha^by reason of their retention 

at the higher figure, the Brazilian and other foreign 
trade (forming the bulk of the chicle exported from 
Belize), is being lost to the colony.—Special measures 
are being taken to safeguard inhabitants against a 
possible outbreak of influenza, a strong committee, 
with Captain Franco as chairman, having been formed 
for this purpose.

Mr. Wood in Grenada.
Details of the visit of Hon. Edward Wood and his 

party to Grenada are now to hand. Arriving from 
Barbados on January i8th, they were met by the 
Governor, heads of Departments, members of the 
Legislative and Executive Councils, and other pro­
minent men. After the presentation of an illuminated 

address to Mr. Wood by Mr. A. E- Steele, Chairman 
of St. George’s District Board, the members of the 
mission and the captain of H.M.S. Valerian were en­
tertained to luncheon. The last-named, responding to 
the toast of the Navy, mentioned that when asked 
whether he read much in the West Indies he hacl 
to confess that he was too busy working when at 
sea and too busy being entertained when in port In 
the afternoon the Hon. D. S. De Freitas introduced 
a deputation from the Agricultural and Commercial 
Society when Mr. J. T. de la Mothe and Mr. G. A. 
De Freitas referred to the serious economic condition 
of the colony, other speakers being the Hon. F K. 
iarford, Mr. W. M. Malins-Smith and Mr. C H Luca.. 
Mr Wood, in reply, said he could not hold out any 
oreat hope of an Imperial loan. As regards the 

“ export tax on cacao, if this were removed, 
the brunt ofthe new taxation needed to take its place 

t borne by much the same people, and 
heavy taxation was unfortunately now necessary. 
A deputation of Roman Catholics headedI by the Vca

“s, to
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whom Mr. Ormsby-Gore replied. The following day 
the Commission was busily occupied from 9.30 to 
4.30 (with a short interval) receiving deputations, 
which included representatives of the Medical Ser­
vice, the District Boards, the Representative Govern­
ment Association and the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. 
John Barclay, Mr. C. V. C. Horne and Mr. R. C. Fitt 
represented the Chamber, the subjects dealt with in­
cluding income tax, preference on cacao, steamship 
communications and an Imperial loan, the need of 
which was urged by Mr. Horne in the interests of 
the peasant proprietors. For the Representative 
Government Association, Mr. T. Albert Marryshow, 
Mr. C. F. P. Renwick and Mr. C. H. Lucas pleaded 
for an extension of the concession already granted by 
the Home Government, to admit of the security of 
the representative principle. Mr. Wood, who stated 
that he was a little disappointed that the granting 
of the elective principle appeared to be so coldly re­
ceived, promised to recommend that there should be 
five elected members instead of four, and five single 
district constituencies. There followed a garden party, 
at which were present the Marquis of Salisbury, Sir 
Edward Davson, Lady Ormsby-Gore, and Lady Wood. 
Mr. T. Albert Marryshow, Editor of the “ West In­
dian,” had the privilege of travelling to Trinidad with 
the Colonial Office party in H.M.S. Valerian.

Mr*. Wood Visits the Pitch Lake.
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn, writing on February 14th, 

states that Mr. Edward Wood, on the morning of 
January 31st, had a conference with Dr. Wise, the 
Surgeon-General, and afterwards inspected the site 
for the proposed Agricultural College before leaving 
with his party for Demerara in the afternoon. He 
returned from Demeraraon Sunday, February 12th, and 
next day visited the Pitch Lake and oilfields at La 
Brea. If time permitted he intended also to visit the 
waterworks at Diego Martin and Cocorite before em­
barking for England by the Oranje Nassau on 
February 14th.—Two large passenger steamers, on plea­
sure cruises from New York to Latin American and 
Caribbean ports, have called at Port-of-Spain, the 
White Star Megantic on February 2nd, and the Cana­
dian Pacific Empress of Britain on February 5th. Each 
had about 300 tourists on board.—His Excellency Sir 
S. H. Wilson made his first official visit to Arima on 
February 8th, and was presented with an address of 
welcome by the Mayor, Mr. C. H. J. de Gannes.

Extension of Jamaica Government Railway.

Mr. A. W. Farquharson left the Island on February 
20th with the object of obtaining improved preferential 
treatment of Jamaica’s industries in the Home 
markets.—Friction between soldiers and police 
occurred in Kingston on the nights of February 17th 
and 18th, resulting in several casualties among men 
of the West India Regiment, for whom all leave in the 
capital was consequently stopped.—A sensational 
escapade is also reported from Savanna-la-Mar, where 
on February 13th a constable, named Barrett, ran 
amok, shooting and bayoneting Corporal Samuels, 
keeping the crowd at bay with his rifle and finally set­
ting the police-station on fire before he could be over­
powered and put under restraint.—On February 18th 
at Montego Bay, His Honour W. Coke Kerr, O.B.E., 
presided at the unveiling by Mr. A. H. Browne, Chair­
man of the Parochial Board, of a portrait of the late 
Mr. Samuel Hart, the business man to whom much 
of the successful development of Montego Bay was due. 
—The 53rd Synod of the Anglican Church was in 

session in Kingston from February 6th to 10th under 
the presidency of Bishop de Carteret, who delivered a 
weighty and impressive address.—The scheme to erect 
a Memorial Clock Tower in King Street in honour 
of Jamaicans who fell in the war, has been revived.— 
The proposed extension of the Jamaica Government 
Railway from Chapelton to Frankfield in Clarendon 
has now been approved by the Secretary of State, and 
is estimated to cost ¿172,000.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.
Penny a Pint and Penny a Pound.

Mr. Hilton Young (Financial Secretary to the Trea­
sury) , informed Mr. Gideon Murray, on 2nd March, that 
the estimated cost to the revenue of a reduction of id. 
per pint in the duty on beer as now sold, and of id. 
per pound in the duties on tea and sugar would be 
approximately ¿26,000,000, ¿1,500,000 and ¿11,000,000 
respectively.

St. Lucia and Representation.

Mr. Churchill, on 6th March, informed Sir Joseph 
Wood that he awaited the report of his honourable 
friend (Mr. Wood) on his recent visit to St. Lucia, 
before coming to any decision with regard to the peti­
tion from inhabitants of that Island praying for the 
creation of elected representatives to the Iqpal legis­
lature, and he was therefore not in a position to make 
any statement at present.

More about Kelham.

Major Barnston informed Mr. Mosley on March 7th 
that Home Grown Sugar, Ltd., had not paid any divi­
dend either on capital advanced by the Government 
or on that subscribed by the public. Home Grown 
Sugar, Ltd., had been incorporated on 13th February, 
1920. The first accounts had been made up to 31st 
March, 1921, and there being no profit available for 
distribution, the Government had paid ¿9,186 8s. 6d. 
to Home Grown Sugar, Ltd., in June last as interest 
on the share subscribed by the public in accordance 
with their guarantee to the company. The Govern­
ment would continue to pay such interest, if neces­
sary, until 1930 unless the company ceased operations 
as sugar beet manufacturers or went into liquidation.

A Comparison in Colonia.! Taxation.

In answer to Mr. Wise, on March 8th. Mr. Churchill
supplied the following table showing- the taxation per
head (including indirect taxation) in certain British
Colonies, including British
Trinidad : —

Guiana, Jamaica and

£ s. d.
Straits Settlements and F.M.S. ... 4 7 5
Hong Kong ............... 26 0
British Guiana ................ 3 I 0

Trinidad .............. ............... 3 18 8
Jamaica ••• 1 ... I 7 8
Mauritius ... ... 2 8
Gold Coast I 0
Ceylon
Kenya 12 6
Uganda 4
Nigeria ..........................

............... 3 8^

This, he added, was only a rough estimate.
ITaxation in the United Kingdom is ¿26 per head.]
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Motagua, 
March 7th :—
Mr. H. F. Dann 
Mrs. T. D. Deas 
Mr. L. Franklin 
Major The Hon. Oscar

M. Guest, M.P.
Mr. J. F. Hardie

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth in s.s. Bayano, 
March, 14th:—
Miss P. Caws Mr. & Mrs. H. A. Da/is Miss R. Humphreys,
Mrs. E. Cobb Mr. H. N. Dron F.R.G.S.
Mr. & Mrs. A. Darney Rev. & Mrs. P. Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Scott

Heyworth

Avonmouth, in R.M.S. C amito,Sailings to Jamaica, from 
February 27th :— 
Mr. & Mrs. F.

Barkshire
Mr. W. E. H. Dickin 
Miss A. Fernandez 
Mr. G. A. Finch 
Major A. G. Gibson 
Sir. H. M. W. Gray 

K.B.E., C.B.

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth. Marci 
Mr. A. H. Adair 
Mr. N. Abela 
Mr. Otto Andre * 
Mr. A. K. Butler 
Mr. J. M. Bennett 
Mr. W. H. Barratt 
.Mr. & Mrs. E.

Challinor 
Miss K. Challinor 
Sister Mary Cecila 
Miss Luisa Daddi 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson 
Miss May Farquharson 
Mr. Randall Ferris

Mr. F. Hogg
Captain W. V. Howard, 

D.S.O. R.N.
Dr. & Mrs. H. G.

Johnston & fam.
Mr. A. H. Lindo

Mr. B. Hage 
Mrs. & Miss Isaacs 
Miss W. Knowles 
Mr. L. Mackinnon 
Mr. H. E. McGill 
Miss M. E. Nixon 
Mrs. G. Roots 
Sir George Saltmarsh

from Jamaica, 
5th : —

Mrs. Emily Geldard 
Mr. A. V. Gonzales 
Miss Mary Grech 
Capt. R. G. C. Harvey 
Mr. Benjamin

Hermandez
Mr. T. G. Jenkins 
Mr. H. Johnson 
Mr. T. Lightbody 
Mrs. W. McCalmont 
Mr. A. McInnes 
Mr. W. Mallinson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. R.

Pinnock

Captain V. W. P.
Massey

Mr. J. Morgan
Miss S. M. Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Paten 
Mrs. H. G. Scudamore 
Mr. W. Serruys

Miss E. Saltmarsh 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Tarbutt 
Miss W. Tarbutt 
Mr. C. Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. J. E.

Watts Carlton 
Mr. C. M. Wieden

in R.M.S. Bayano,

Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Swan
Mr. J. A. Scott
Mr. H. L. Simpson
Mr. R. Stennard
Mr. Frederico Sauter 

and family
Mr. & Mrs. W. D.

Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. V.

Townend
Miss V. M. Watson
Mr. G. White
Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Young

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Sailings to West Indies, from Dover in s.s. Crynssen, 

March 11th : —
Mr. Archbald 
Colonel B. E.

Armstrong, C.B.,
C.M.G.

Mr. H. E. Cezair 
Mr. P. Connock

Home arrivals from West Indies, in 
Plymouth, February 28th :—
Miss J. Cameron
Mr. R. Carr
Mr & Mrs. S Drayton
Mr. G. Fisher
Mr. A. Goring 
Miss B. James 
Mr. F. Lea

Those & Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Commodore, 

March 10th :—
Mr. D. A. Clifford Mr. R. T. Evans Mr. W. R. Smart
Mr. A. Davidson Mr. G. Hopkinson Miss Ward

Mr. B. R. Smart

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To From Packet Sailing

Jamaica . Bristol ... Changuinola ... Mar. 21
Jaca&B’mas .... Liverpool ... Settler - „ 22
West Indies ... London ... Scientist ... ,. 24
Jamaica London ... Conway ... „ 24
West Indies . Liverpool ... Musician ... „ 25
B’dos, T’dad & 
Demerara . Dover ... Oranje Nassau - „ 25
Jamaica . Bristol ... Coronado ■ „ 27
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Barranca ... „ 21

T’dad D’ara &
St. Lucia . St. Nazaire ... Martinique ...Mar. 22
West Indies . Halifax ... Chaleur ... Apr. 25
West Indies . New York ... Mar aval ... „ 25

’ Mr. S. J. Collins 
Mr. A. Fairbrother 
Mr. P. R. Fry 
Mr. G. W. Hudson 
Mr. Huff 
Miss E. Johnson 
Mr. E. F. Oakes

Mr. & Mrs. J. Listhrop
Mr. A. Nobrega
The Hon. W. & Lady 

Beatrice Ormsby-Gore
Miss E. Philips 
Mr. R. Raynolds 
Miss M. Romanes

Mr. J. Powter
Mr. A. W. A. Prowse
Mr. P. Rodrigi
Mr. S. Sage
Mr. G. F. Taylor
Mr. K. A. Thorp

s.s. Oranje Nassau,

The Marquis of 
Salisbur. K.G.

Mr. J, Stephens
Mr. A. Wardle
Mr. R. Wiseman
Hon. E. F. L. & Lady

Dorothy Wood

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES
L'he figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies foi 1921, 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

i Anti- 
gua.

i To
Dec. 3

Bar­
bados

To 
Dec. 3

British 
Guiana 

To
Dec. 31

: British
i Hondu-
1 ras. To

Dec. 31

Domi­
nica
To

Dec. 31

Grenada 
To 

Dec. 31

Jamaica.
To 

Dec. 31

I Mont-
' serrât.

To
: Dec. 31

St.
Lucia.

To
Dec. 31

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To
Dec. 31

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Dec. 31

Trinidad 
To

Dec. 31

A rrowroot ................ lbs.
2.204,633

92,283

Asphalt.............................
Balata ................

tons 
lbs. 1,390,402

1 462,898 [2,944 9,949,460 2,616 238

Bananas ............................. 12,384 34,912
Bauxite ...........................
Bitters ... ................. ... galls 757,568 9,791,152 8.108,800 125

358
1,384,867 130,644

152,064
75,729.138

Cacao ................
Cassava Starch lbs 

No. 
lbs. 
1h<5

2,760.632 7,259.306 299,787 9,964 23,423,135 171,660 121,890 12,303 20,893,871 
1,034

Coco-nuts 
Coffee ...............

405,136
87,751 199,137

626 212
17.752

7,627,424
1,570,262 33,479 83,805

137,189
4.163,103

Copra ............................
Cotton. M. Galante ...
Cotton. Sea Island ...

lbs.
lbs. 117,678 92,481

328.720

711,312
460,247
983,360

5,599
12,607

747.796
704,480

493,026
11,634

Cotton Seed ................
Diamonds

lbs.
... carats 106,520 4,605

170 1,824
Dyewoods ................. tons 

lbs.
3,000 328 1,298,192

Ginger ................ 10,247 200

1,900
9,325

313,643
Gold .............................
Ground Nuts
Honey ...
Lime Juice (raw) ...

... lbs. 
lbs.

... galls. 560
320

2,576 3,412
101,817
221,624

930,678
67,613

29.526
813

35,108
1 133

2,760
540

16,630
80 

5,088 
279

,. (conctd.) ...
.. oil.............................. .‘.7 lbs. . 49,161

70.075
1156,736 150 49,840

70
10,963Lime (citrate of)

Logwood —
760

164 861 15,053 22.452

feet 170,170
Lumber................ 8,005,444 2,439 2
Mahogany .................
Manjak ................ tons

.. gal’s 107.300
109

4191.471 204
69,172 441,020

3,844

199,546
20,582,480

1,152

103,712
209.364

3,240

810,200 107,481
6,764

60,729
1,128,615

Molasses — 
Oranges............................. lbs.’ 

... galls. 

... lbs.
lbs. 
lbs. 

... galls.

7.000 42,558,930
Essential Oils.................
Petroleum
Pimento...............
Rice ...............

6,780.226
1,680

1,008
851

8,602,608

956,244 ! 500

12,739
162,340

Rubber ................
Rum ................

25.858 2.228,164 •
1.890,300 I 86,230 28.729 36

30,825
3,238 8,134 168 46,496

ShingL-s ...
Sugar ... ...............
Timber

tons 
...cub. ft.

10,427 26 346 108,270 !
121.689 I 224.245 1,950 2,885

-____— —
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone— 
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib, London."

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

March Uth, 1922.

BANK RATE. 4| per cent, as from February 16th..
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Feb,28th Mar. 14th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 2 18 2
France 1 18 4 1 18 10
Belgium 2 0 4 2 1 8

., Italy ... 3 6 7 3 9 8

The intrinsic value of the

Feb.28th Mar.l4th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.

In Spain ... 12 0 12 0
Germany 49 2 9 55 8 0
Austria 895 0 0 1374 0 0

.. Holland 19 0 19 0

gold sovereign is £1 2s. 6d.
SUGAR, The New York market has showed consider­

able strength during the fortnight, the price of duty paid 
Cubans, after some fluctuations, rising to 3.92 c. yesterday, 
equivalent to 2.31 c. c.i.f. and 2.14 c. f.o.b. The futures 
market quotations yesterday were: May, 2.4-9 c.; July, 
2.84 c.; September, 2.84 c.

Demand in the home market has been good, and there 
has been a general rise in prices. Home granulated yester­
day was quoted at 47/9; American granulated, spot, 47/-; 
West Indian crytallised, 41/6 to 44/-; white Mauritius, spot, 
44/- to 44/3; Cuban, 96 deg. s., c.i.f. 12/10|.

Terminal market values were: For 96 deg., May, 14/-; 
July, 14/-; and September, 14/-. Values for white were: 
19/2L 19/3 and 19/3 respectively. *

Sales of San Domingo, 96 deg., were made for Europe at 
2.20c., f.o.b., for April delivery, on the 11th, and of Cubans 
for Japan and Europe on the 10th at from 2.15 c. to 2.20 
f.o.b.

The imports of sugar into British India for the eight 
months ending November, 1921, were 473,450 tons, as 
against 147,106 tons in the corresponding period of 1920. 
434,425 tons of the former came from Java. The estimated 
Indian crop of cane sugar for 1921-22 is 2,592,000 tons, an 
increase of 69,000 tons on the crop of the preceding 
campaign.

The Board of Trade returns for February show that the 
imports for the month amounted to 151,157 tons, as against 
105,074 tons in January. They consisted of 28,265 tons of 

refined, and 122,892 tons of “ unrefined.” Of the 
refined, 3,280 tons came from Holland, 3,672 tons from 
Czecho-Slovakia, and 17,505 tons from the United States 
In the unrefined class, 63,257 tons came from Cuba, 44,556 
tons from Mauritius, and 4,701 tons from the British West 
Indies, including British Guiana. The contribution of the 
home refineries for the month was 66,525 tons, and the 
total consumption for the 28 days of February 109,745 tons 
as against 129,111 tons in the 31 days of January. The 
stocks on hand on February 28th were 141,650 tons as 
against 110,010 tons on January 31st. The quantity of’ im­
ported refined sugar on hand was 13,650 tons, as against 
14,000 tons at the latter date.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on March 
4th were:—

1922. 
2,030 
5,327 
1,398

1921. 
5,014 
8,346 
5,072

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock
RUM. There is some inquiry

1920.
8,400 Tons.
6,144 „

10,392 „
trade qualities. —ij for home trade qualities

of Jamaica, both for spot and to arrive, but other sorts are 
neglected.

The imports for February amounted to 188,219 proof 
gallons, as against 139,532 gallons in January, and the 
amount which went into consumption during the month was 
145,238 gallons, as against 166,479 gallons. The exports 
were 22,399 gallons, as compared with 16,885 gallons in 
January. The stocks on hand on February 28th were 
11,689,000 gallons, as against 11,802,000 gallons on January 
31st. J

The stocks in London on March 4th were : —

Jamaica..............
1922

11,121
1921

9,114
1920

6,754 Puns.
Demerara 18,890 15,456 12,518 „
Total of all kinds 39,491 34,724 27,386 „
CACAO. During the past fortnight the market has 

been quiet, but steady. At auction to-day fine Grenada 
was in good demand, and sold at 58/- to 60/-, but other 
sorts were quiet.

The month’s imports were 164,770 cwts., as against 166,751 
cwts. in January. Only 7,418 cwts. came from the British 
West Indies. The quantity exported was 25,216 cwts., as 
against 23,224 cwts. in January. The month’s consumption 
was 97,157 cwts., an increase on the 89,590 cwts. of January. 
The stocks on hand on February 28th were 772,000 cwts., 
comparing with 463,000 cwts. on January 31st.

The stocks in London on March 4th were :—
1922.

Trinidad.............. 6,300
Grenada ... ... 16,031
Total of all kinds 104,855

ARROWROOT. A quiet
changed prices—33d. to 7fd.,

1921. 1920.
23,657 23,267 Bags.
22,025 17,133 „

192,256 115,877 „
business is passing at un­

according to quality.
BALATA is lower, and prices are nominal in the absence 

of an active demand. West Indian sheet is quoted at 3/1 
c.i.f., and spot 3/4.

BAY 
prices.

OIL is inactive, with buyers .expecting lower

COFFEE. Fine home trade qualities are in good de­
mand, but lower descriptions are slow. Costa Rica is 2/- 
to 3/- dearer on the fortnight. No Jamaica has been 
offered, and values are nominally unchanged. Imports of 
West Indian during February amounted to 42 cwts., as 
against 440 ends, in January. Total imports for the month 
were 254,208 cwts.

COPRA is steady to quiet, with West Indian f.m.s. 
valued at £25 15s. c.i.f. Holland, and £25 5s. c.i.f. London.

COTTON has been in fair request, and quotations of 
most descriptions are higher. A fair business has been 
done in West Indian Sea Island at steady rates : medium 
23d., fine 31d., and extra fine 40d. Imports in the eight 
weeks ended February 23rd, 286 bales.

HONEY. There is only a very restricted demand, and 
where sales have been effected, the tendency of prices has 
been easier. Dark liquid to dull setting yellow is valued 
at 30/- to 45/- per cwt., and dark to pale amber 30/- to 45/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. There is no business 
reported in Handpressed, and value is unchanged. Only 
a very small business is passing in Distilled, but prices are 
steady. Lime Juice. Some business in Raw is passing 
at 1/10 to 2/7L according to quality, but Concentrated 
continues neglected.

LOGWOOD remains unchanged and neglected. Last 
nominal quotation, £10 per ton.

ORANGE OIL. Further small sales of Sweet have 
been made on the spot at 9/6, but there is no demand 
for Bitter.

RUBBER. The market has been more active, and prices 
are firmer. Spot sheet and crepe are quoted at 8id.

SPICES. The market for spot Pimento remains very 
* ^J® ,mpossible to make P^gress to any extent

at 24d. per lb. There are sellers at 20/- per cwt., c.i.f. 
Hamburg, for March to June shipment. There is less 
inquiry or Ginger, but reports of another short crop in 
Jamaica should tend to keep prices firm. Nutmegs and 
Mace are very dull, and at the last auction scarcely any­
thing sold. J
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THE QUALITY OF FANCY SYRUP.

IN our issue of February 16th last we published a 
letter which had appeared in the Barbados 
Agricultural Reporter of December 24th, 1921, 

from a Canadian buyer of Barbados fancy molasses, 
calling attention to a great many complaints that 
he had received regarding the quality of that pro­
duct recently imported into Canada. This matter 
subsequently formed the subject of an interesting 
paper read *by Professor J. P. d’Albuquerque, 
the island chemist, before the members of the Bar­
bados Agricultural Society on January 27th. in 
this paper the Professor was able to show that the 
suggestion that the syrup had been adulterated with 
“black strap” molasses—that is to say, the molasses 
from 96° test sugar—was shown to be without foun­
dation, and that the cause of the complaint lay m 
the lower quality of the product. The AgrzcuUural 
Reporter, commenting upon Professor J. 
¿’Albuquerque’s paper, points out that the pre­
sent manner of manufacturing syrup is quite.dif­
ferent from what it was twenty years ago. Ihen 
every windmill estate and small steam works manu­
factured its own syrup, chiefly with copper evapora­
ting batteries in the open, which gave better oppor- 
tunities for freeing the syrup from nnpunties than 
the closed system of recent years. Where syrup, 
our contemporary remarks, is still made by the same 
process, the flavour and quality of it is still s^is 
factory; but in factories equipped with eliminators 
and tuple effects, the same result as regards quality 
cannot be obtained. The acid juice comes m con­
tact with iron, which darkens it, while the impuri­
ties cannot be properly removed. ProfJs®^ * 
d’Albuquerque, indeed, states as regards th^ 
that, although the dark colour and mfyior flavou 
of the shipments complained of may have been 

part due to the influence of the drought experienced 
last year in the island upon the quality of the cane 
juice, the large sediment noticed was the result of 
inefficient straining and skimming. To secure a 
clear, pale syrup of the requisite flavour, Pro­
fessor d’Albuquerque made the following very 
practical recommendations :—

1 .—-Keep everything in the boiling house as 
scrupulously clean and sweet as though a high 
quality grocery sugar was being made.

2 .—Avoid contact of the liquor with iron as far 
as possible; traces of iron greatly darken the syrup.

3 .—After tempering and cracking the liquor, run 
the clarified hot liquor through a small battery of 
three or more wire strainers of diminishing mesh, so 
as to remove as completely as possible the fine par­
ticles of megass which are left in the liquor, render 
the syrup cloudy, darken its colour, and lead to an 
objectionable sediment on standing.

4 .—During boiling in the copper battery, clean 
by skimming and straining with fine mesh wire 
gauze strainers, as if making grocery sugar, only 
with still greater care.

5 .—Run the finished syrup into scrupulously 
clean stone or concrete coolers, provided with covers, 
to keep out dust.

6 .__Deliver in new puncheons which have been 
sterilised by the use of a live steam jet.

If the use of unsuitable apparatus is the prin­
cipal cause of the decline in the quality of fancy 
syrup, the same cannot be said in respect of chicle. 
That product, one of the staples of British Hon­
duras, is, as most of our readers are aware, a sub­
stance bled from sapodilla tree, and used in the 
preparation of that popular confection known as 
Chewing Gum. It would appear from the informa­
tive report on British Honduras for the year 1920, 
written by Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell H. Smith, 
Colonial Secretary, that, tempted by the high prices 
prevailing for chicle during the season 1919-20, all 
who could rushed into the business, placing on the 
market gum far below the usual standard of quality, 
with disastrous results. In consequence of this 
mad rush to snatch profit at the cost of reputation, 
there was a considerable falling off an the demand 
during the following season. The gum ^^fac- 
turers became chary about buying chicle m Britsh 
Honduras owing to the poor quality which had 
been supplied to them at the advancedpnces, and 
transferred their patronage to the Far East where 
they could procure a natural gum which was 
aradually coming to the front as a substitute for 
fhicle inthe manufacture of chewing gum. The 
future now lies with the producers and sellers of 
chkle in British Honduras. If they tamtam a

Quality of excellence for their product, they 
wdl secure the continued patronage of the Amencan 
and Canadian chewing-gum manufacturers.
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the other hand, they fail to do so, they will inevit­
ably divert the trade to the Far East. What is 
happening in regard to chicle has occurred, and is 
occurring from time to time in respect of other kinds 
of West Indian produce, and a visitor to the Sale 
Rooms in Mincing Lane in recent years cannot fail 
to have been struck by the poor quality of much of 
the crystallised sugar, for example, which was sent 
over to this market during the period of high 
prices, thus prejudicing seriously the demand for 
that product.

THE HEALTH OF BRITISH HONDURAS.

OF the total number of deaths registered in 
British Honduras annually, 25% are shown 
by Dr. T. W. Gant, Principal Medical 

Officer, in his annual report, to be those of children 
under one year of age, whilst no fewer than 40% 
are of children less than five years old. Such an 
infantile mortality as this, even in face of the 
very satisfactory birth-rate, must act as a check 
on the normal increase in the population of the 
colony, which in a country where food is easily 
obtainable, the climate good, and the conditions 
of life easy, should be extremely high. The 
causes of this high infantile mortality are various 
and complex. Indian children suffer during epi­
demics of measles, scarlatina, mumps, whooping- 
cough, and other diseases, chiefly of childhood, 
far more severely than children of European or 
Asiatic descent, who have acquired a hereditary 
immunity from these complaints; whooping-cough 
m epidemic form is especially fatal amongst them. 
They suffer, in common with adults, from malaria 
and dysentery, especially at the commencement of 
the rain, while, before the campaign against it, hook­
worm was present to the extent of over 80 per 
cent, amongst the children of many Indian vil­
lages ; and, if not actually causing death, very 
frequently lowered the vitality of the child to such 
an extent as to render it an easy victim to the 
incidence of other diseases. The two main causes 
of the high infantile mortality in the colony are, 
however, undoubtedly : (1) illegitimacy, with the 
want of natural affection for, and proper care of 
the children which so frequently follow in its 
train; and (2) improper feeding. Chicleros, maho­
gany cutters, and other labourers frequently leave 
their families in the towns imperfectly provided 
for, while they return to their work in the bush 
for from 8 to 10 months in the year, with the con­
sequence that the children are neglected by their 
mother, who finds it difficult enough to procure 
food to keep body and soul together. Indeed, 
though life is easy, nature provides bountifully,’ 
and the conditions for raising babies are excellent, 
but children are no more popular in this colony than 
in the crowded tenement-houses or fashionable 
flats of a large city. Many children in the colony 
are fed from birth on a practically straight diet 
of arrowroot and water, and their survival at all 
is a wonderful proof of the adaptability of the 
human stomach and intestine to even the most 
unfavourable and unnatural conditions, for such a 
diet is almost entirely lacking in all the food ele­
ments necessary for the proper nutrition of a grow­

ing baby. A great and increasing number of 
mothers prefer not to suckle their children, so 
that the babies lose the best food supply of all 
for the first few months of their life.

Dr. Gant gives an interesting account of the 
outbreak of yellow fever in Guatemala, and of 
the measures taken to try and prevent its intro­
duction into British Honduras. The first intima­
tion received by the Government of the latter 
country was in a message from the United Fruit 
Company, on August 16th, 1920, to the effect 
that three cases of the fever had developed in 
Los Amates, 60 miles from Puerto Barrios. All 
trains were, therefore, forbidden to stop at Los 
Amates, round which a military cordon was estab­
lished, no one being allowed to enter or leave, 
whilst treatments with prophylactic vaccine and 
curative serum were vigorously undertaken. 
Meanwhile, at the ports of British Honduras, all 
persons arriving from Guatemala were placed under 
strict quarantine. The weak links in the quaran­
tine chain were formed by the numerous small 
settlements along the coast, frequently visited by 
Carib doreys carrying on a brisk smuggling trade 
between Guatemala and the colony, since the 
crews and passengers underwent no inspection on 
landing, and were under no supervision afterwards. 
To guard against the possibility of the introduc­
tion of the disease in this way, a close police patrol 
was sent along the whole southern littoral of the 
colony, the man at each station being provided 
with a sailing dorey, and the whole chain of pat­
rols supervised and assisted by the Government 
launch, “ Panther.” In addition to this, a re­
ward of $25.00 was offered by the Government to 
any person giving information leading to the 
conviction of any owner or captain of a boat land­
ing in the colony, at any place other than a port, 
from any part of the Republic of Guatemala. 
These precautions, so far as could be ascertained, 
seem to have been effective in preventing the 
landing of Carib doreys from Guatemala, but it is 
unfortunate that we should have to record that after 
the close of the period covered by this report yellow 
fever should have been introduced into British 
Honduras. But the outbreak was soon checked, 
and would have been worse but for the vigilance 
of the administration. The conclusions at which 
one arrives after reading Dr. Gant’s valuable re­
port are that the local medical service is keenly 
alive to the requirements of the situation, and that 
what is needed is a greater support on the part of 
the community to the efforts that are being made 
in their interest.

Owing to the carelessness of our printers, two 
i jS- were omitted from the second column of the 
leading article dealing with the West Ind ian Agri­
cultural College in last issue. It was intended to 
point out that the new enterprise was one of the 
most important pieces of constructive work carried 
out in connection with the West Indies for many 
years. It was also desired to point out that 
though some time must elapse before the College 
buildings are erected, teaching would be begun in 
temporary premises earlier than was anticipa'ed.
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NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ When breeze no blow, tree no shake.” 
* * *

1 he Indian Government has raised the duty on 
imported sugar to 25 per cent, ad valorem.

* * *
The import» of cacao from the West Indies into 

Canada last year were 5,589,686 lbs., and not as 
recently stated.

* * *
There were in bond in the United Kingdom on 

February 28 nearly 3| gallons of proof spirit, 7 lbs. 
of sugar and 5 lbs. of tea per head of population.

* * *
Mr. John Q. Rowett, the well-known rum mer­

chant and patron of the Antarctic Expedition, is to 
take the chair at the annual banquet of the Wine 
and Spirit Trade Benevolent Society on May 2nd.

* * *
Rev. R. L. Macnie, St. Andrew’s, Georgetown, 

British Guiana, has been appointed to the church 
and parish of Loth, Sutherlandshire, Scotland, and 
the induction took place on Wednesday, 29th March.

* * *
The Australian Sugar Journal states that the 

Colonial Sugar Company of Australia has put upon 
the market a new description of power alcohol. The 
wholesale price is 2/10| per package in Melbourne, 
and it is claimed to give the same power result as 
petrol.

* * *
In the course of a lecture given by Sir D’Arcy 

Power recently at the Royal British Nurses’ Associa­
tion Club, it was mentioned that Sir Thomas 
Woodall, a famous surgeon, stamped out scurvy in 
the Navy by the use of lime juice in the seventeenth 
century.

* * *
At the present price of sugar, the cost of pro­

duction of sweetened aerated waters, including 
duty, delivery, advertising and all overhead 
charges, is 2s. 0|d. per dozen. The cost of the 
sugar is slightly over 2d., and the duty is 
nearly 3d.

* * *
A film called “ The History of the Banana ” has 

been recently released and shown in Liverpool. 
It illustrates the whole method of banana cultiva­
tion in the West Indies. In a short sequel, en­
titled “ If we only knew,” the value of the banana 
as a means of preventing influenza is depicted.

* * *
The types of coffee are two, the “rich” and the 

“acid.” In the case of the former there is a full 
bodv, smooth texture, and rich colour. Mysore, 
Java, ordinary Jamaica, and ordinary Costa Kica 
belong to this class. The “acid” coffees/ are full of 
flavour and aroma, and of these, Jamaica Blue 
Mountain and fine Costa Rica are examples.

* * *
Sir John Harrison, C.M.G., is making good pro­

gress towards recovery after his operation, m spite 
of a severe attack of malaria of the aestivo-autum- 

nal type, which caused a temporary set-back, and 
must delay his convalescence. Sir John is still in 
the nursing home at Tunbridge Wells, and some 
weeks must still elapse before he is out and about 
again.

* * *
A modern chocolate factory is being erected at 

Claremont, near Hobart, the capital of Tasmania, 
by the English firms of Cadbury, Fry, and Pascall. 
Between £300,000 and £400,000 of capital is being 
invested in it. The scheme includes provision for 
workmen’s homes, shops, and public buildings, 
wdth 58 acres for playgrounds and recreation 
purposes.

* * *
The United States takes the lead in the posses­

sion of motor cars, with 9,211,395. Great Britain 
comes next with 420,000, closely followed by 
Canada with 403,000. .France has 202,000, 
Australia 78,000, Germany 75,000, Italy 35,000, 
Cuba 31,000, and Holland 20,000. India has only 
25,550. There is one car to 11 inhabitants in the 
United States, as against 1 to 12,333 in India.

* * *
What must be the record price of £1 19s. 9d. 

was recently paid for a banana from Jamaica. This 
was on board R.M.S. Camito, whose cargo of green 
fruit refused to ripen, to the intense disappointment 
of the passengers, who had learnt to enjoy the fruit 
greatly during their stay in Jamaica. When a 
single fine ripe specimen was found it was put up 
to auction, the proceeds being given to charity.

* * *
The last member of the expedition which visited 

British Guiana last year to investigate filariasis, re­
turned with the bulk of the material in mid-January, 
and Professor R. T. Leiper, M.D., D.Sc., and his 
assistants are now actively engaged in working up 
the mass of specimens collected. It is not, how­
ever, anticipated that the report will actually be 
published for some months, as it is of a somewhat 
technical character.

* * *
A considerable number of distillers in Cuba are 

now manufacturing alcohol for motor purposes, 
and production is stated to be quite up to the local 
market requirements. With molasses at its recent 
price of 2 cents per gallon, it is said that a motor 
spirit can be produced which can be sold at 20 
cents per gallon. The retail price at the end of 
last year was 27 to 30 cents a gallon, as agamst 
45 cents for gasoline.

* * *
A large grocery store in the Edgware Road has 

adopted a system in connection with sugar which, 
if largely extended, would be a material factor in 
increasing consumption. For every purchase o 
goods to the extent of 5/- over an initial outlay of 
5/6 the purchaser is entitled to purchase sugar at 
¡n increasingly cheaper rate, until when the pur­
chase amounts to 95/-, seven pounds of granulated 
sugar are supplied free.

* * *
The Compagnie Générale Transatlantique who 

recently aSed for their West Indian and Colon
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steamers to call at Plymouth, have decided that in 
future their New York liners—outward and home­
ward bound—shall call at that port to embark or 
land passengers. The first homeward call will be 
on May 3rd, and the first outward call on May 14th. 
It is forty years since the Company’s New York 
boats called at Plymouth.

* * *
The members of the Royal Navy Club of 1765 

and 1785 dined in the Edward VII. Rooms, Hotel 
Victoria, on March 21st, to commemorate Lord. 
Rodney’s victory over Comte de Grasse in the 
Battle of the Saints, on April 12th, 1782. Rear- 
Admiral Hyde Parker, C.B., presided, and the 
guest of the evening was Sir Julian Corbett, the 
distinguished naval author. Every West Indian 
flag should be flying on 12th April.

* * *
Dr. John Hutson, of Barbados, has called the 

attention of The West India Committee to a re­
markable case of delay in the delivery of a regis­
tered letter from Jamaica. The letter was posted 
at Mandeville, on January 7tn, and was delivered 
in Barbados on February 18th—42 days later. This 
serves to emphasise the lack of communication be­
tween Jamaica and the other West Indian islands, 
about which it is hoped that Mr. Edward Wood 
may have something to say. Formerly, Barbados 
used to be reached from Jamaica in three or four 
days.

* * *
H. P. Agee, Director of the Hawaiian Sugar 

Planters’ Experiment Station, has, says the 
Louisiana Planter, a lost, homeless and nameless 
cane variety that he is trying to match up with pub­
lished descriptions. As one way of finding out what 
it is and whence it came from he has photographed 
the culprit and is sending the likenesses all over the 
world asking experts in other cane countries to 
track down the fugitive and give it a name. Samples 
o . the cane itself cannot be forwarded to other coun­
tries, because cane countries are suspicious of one 
another, and have elaborate quarantine systems to 
guard against infection from that sort of exchanges.

* * *
°Jd daYs of the buccaneers and pirates are 

recalled by the vigilance of the United States pro­
hibition authorities and the ruses resorted to by 
bootlegging schooners to escape from their clutches. 
Chases are of frequent occurrence, and lately a 
fresh terror has been added to those that the rum­
runners have io face by the use of armed sea- 
P’anes- American exchanges record the capture of 
the Bnt'sh schooner Annabelle, which had 
cleared from the Bahamas with 11,500 cases of 
whisky aboard, by a fleet of four armed airplanes, 
this occurred in Jewfish creek, forty miles
south of Miami—-and yet they say that the United 
otates is a free country !

* * *
The Marquess of Salisbury, invited to give to the 

°f *he.impressions which he formed 
of the Brit sh West Indies on his recent tour through 
those colonies, wrote on March 25th : “ I look back 
upon my visit to the West Indies as one of the most 
pleasant and interesting in my life. The beauty of 

the scenery, the unbounded hospitality with which 
we were received, the great interest which the poli­
tical problems present, and above all the wonderful 
loyalty and attachment to the Mother Country which 
we witnessed, will always remain a great recollec­
tion to me. I am afraid, like all other parts of the 
Empire, the West Indies are going through many 
difficulties at the present time in the economic 
sphere. Let us hope that when the good times come 
again—as assuredly they will do—the West Indies 
may have their share in re turning, prosperity.”

* -X- -A-
Miss Carrington, of Missenden Abbey, formally 

opened a nurses’ home in connection with the 
Royal Bucks Hospital, at Aylesbury, on March 9th, 
with a golden key, which was presented to her. 
Mr. Eyre, thanking Miss Carrington for her 
kindness, referred to the splendid work which 
her brother, the late Mr. George Carrington (who 
died in 1916, and was for 13 years a member of 
the board) had done for the hospital. Mr. 
Carrington will be remembered in Barbados as the 
proprietor of the estate which bears the name of 
his family. He was also for many years a member 
of the Executive of The West India Committee. It 
was to perpetuate the memory of his charitable 
work that it was decided to establish the nurses’ 
home, the provision of which was one of his special 
aims and wishes. Mrs. Napier Higgins then 
generously contributed two thousand guineas for 
the purpose, stipulating that the home should be 
regarded as a memorial to her father, Sir Thomas 
Trymgham Bernard, as well as to Mr. George 
Carrington.

* * *
The gifted young author of “ Sonia ” and other 

novels, who recently made the round tour to 
British Guiana and back, writes to the Circular:

Ine West Indies, like all other countries, have 
to be visited at least twice in order that the 
traveller on his second voyage may repair the errors 
and omissions of the first. My own capital mis­
take lay m coming back too soon; and, whatever 
faults I commit on my next journey, this at least 
will not be repeated. 1 knew something of the 
tropical heat that was awaiting me, and something, 
too, of the natural beauty which I should find. 
1 was m no way prepared for the glowing warmth 
of hospitality shown me wherever I went on the 
islands or the mainland. Having visited Barba­
dos, Grenada and Trinidad, I now want to make 
one of these my base, and to explore thence the 
northerly and westerly islands. And, having seen 

e coast of British Guiana from Georgetown tc 
ew Amsterdam, I want, on my next visit, to go 

up country and to explore some of the big rivers, 
his part of the world is an ideal refuge for any­

one who wishes to escape an English winter, and 
1 look forward keenly to my next visit.” 

t FEI^-“T° 1 lb- of stewed <^0^ beaten 
dh-5 ,beaten eggs and 2 spoonfuls of 

flour, a little black pepper and salt. Taking up 
flour°»ndUH °f tb/.mlXt"re at a time> dust «¡th 
flour and drop it m boiling lard. Then fry a clear 

SerVe Tth a sauce of melted butter, 
vinegar and mustard.
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EAST INDIAN IMMIGRATION.

Colonisation Deputation in Guiana.

The Emigration Bill, 1922, as amended by the 
Indian Legislative Assembly, has now been 
adopted by the Council of State, and only awaits 
the sanction of the Viceroy before it becomes law. 
The main feature of the enactment (which re­
peals the Indian Emigration Act, 1908) is that 
“ emigration, for tne purpose of unskilled work, 
shall not be lawful, except to such countries and 
on such terms and conditions as the Governor- 
General in Council, by notification in the ‘ Gazette 
of India’ may specify in this behalf,” after the 
approval of both Chambers of the Indian Legis­
lature has been given. Both the Central Govern­
ment and the Local Governments of India are 
empowered to suspend emigration from par­
ticular ports to countries where serious epidemics 
have broken out. In order to emigrate skilled 
workers, the Bill requires special application to 
be made to the Local Government having juris­
diction over the port of embarkation, in which 
the emigration agent must state what security 
he proposes to furnish for the proper treatment 
of the emigrant and his dependents.

The definition given of an emigrant as “ any 
person who departs under an agreement to work 
for hire in any country beyond the limits of India, 
and any person who is assisted to depart otherwise 
than by a relative for the purpose of working for 
hire or engaging in agriculture,” etc., is impor­
tant. A further clause authorises Local Govern­
ments in India to appoint Protectors of Emi­
grants, who, amongst other duties, are to inspect 
vessels bringing return emigrants on their arri­
val, and inquire into the treatment received by 
the’ return emigrants, both during the period of 
their residence overseas and during the return 
voyage. The Governor-General, in Council, is 
also authorised to anpoint agents in the countries 
where there are Indian immigrants, to safeguard 
their interests. For the complete text of the Bill, 
together with the comments and amendments re- 
commended by the Select Committee appointed to 
report on it, readers are referred to the Gazette 
of India ” (Part V.), for January 21st, 1922.

Concurrently with the receipt of this informa­
tion came the news of the arrival of the Colonisa­
tion Deputation of the Indian Government in 
British Guiana. Comprising, as announced.
Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai, M.L.C 
Pudit Venkatesah Narayan Tiwary ; and Mr 
Gerald F. Keatinge, Esq., C.I.E., it was accorded 
a hearty welcome at a meeting held at the Town 
Hall, in Georgetown, on February 15th, at whic 
His Excellency the Governor Prided.

The proceedings were opened by Dr. W n. 
Wharton. Chairman of the British Guiana East 
Indian Association, who Ia>d stress on, the fact Hiat

or South

So? gt.’
as their European brethren or any other member
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of the community. In the hands of the delegates 
now rested the welfare of the Empire, because to 
develop the colony would be to assist in building 
up the economic wealth of the Empire. If the 
colony received the necessary help from India, he 
was sure that each member of the community and 
the Empire itself would be benefited. The pros­
perity of all was in the hands of the delegates, 
whom they were there to welcome.

The Secretary of the Association then read an 
address of welcome, in which the signatories re­
corded their satisfaction at the termination of the 
indenture system, thus closing a dark chapter in 
the colony’s history, to which they looked back 
with unqualified disgust, and emphasised their 
pride in the numerical preponderance of their race 
over others in the colony. Calling attention to 
the need of Government support in the direction 
of drainage and irrigation for the rice industry, 
they pledged their united support to Indian colo­
nisation if requirements were met in respect of 
this, and also housing accommodation, medical 
and sanitary requirements, transport facilities, a 
pure drinking-water supply, money grants and 
other facilities, so that the incoming colonists 
would be provided with conditions necessary to 
their settlement on the land.

Pundit Tiwary, who spoke in Hindustani, was 
non-committal. He and his colleagues had come, 
he said, to report on the conditions prevailing, and 
it was on their report that the authorities would 
act. He had, he added, been particularly struck 
with what he had seen exemplifying the freedom 
of the Indians. Mr. Keatinge also spoke, but de­
clined to venture an opinion on the subject of 
their investigations, and Mr. Pillai said that 
directly he arrived in the colony he felt at home 
on account of the welcome he had received.

The Governor, who followed, expressed his firm 
conviction that British Guiana would progress 
whether East Indians came to it or not.

A meeting with the British Guiana Labour Union 
followed on February 20th, when Mr. H. Critch- 
low, the Secretary, painted a most dismal picture 
of the surroundings and conditions in which the 
East Indian labourer worked and lived in the 
colony. .

From Fiji comes the disconcerting news that the 
Indian deputation which is visiting that colony has 
taken up the attitude that in no circumstances will 
India permit Indians to go abroad to work for hire, 
but will only al1ow farmers with capital and experi­
ence to emigrate. This is in direct contradiction of 
the terms of the Indian Emigration Bill, and if this 
attitude is persisted in, India must not be surprised 
if her people are cold-shouldered in certain colonies.

Membership of The West India Committee is, by the

£l”ls or «5 per annum, and the compounding 
tton for life membership for individuals is £10 10s. ($ • )•
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CACAO THRIPS IN SURINAM.

The damage done by the disease attributable to 
thrips had been overlooked for a long time in 
Surinam, the loss done to it being ascribed to the 
witch-broom disease which, since 1895, has put a 
check to the development of cacao cultivation in 
that colony. Mr. Reyne, in a valuable report 
published in the Bulletin of the Department of 
Agriculture of Surinam, says Surinam cacao plan­
tations no longer fear the latter disease, as they 
can easily combat it, but the cacao-thrips is a cause 
of great loss of crop and also of many trees. The 
result has been that new cacao plantations are no 
longer laid out, and trees that die out from the 
disease are usually replaced by coffee.

After giving an account of the occurrence of the 
disease, and of the damage done by it in other 
countries, notably Brazil and San Thome, the 
author says that in Surinam, “ brown pods,” which 
have to be scratched with the finger nail to see 
whether they are ripe, have been noticed since 1884. 
Some years later a new disease appeared, which the 
planters called the leaf disease, and the symptoms 
of which were that the leaves became covered with 
yellow and brown spots, subsequently falling. It 
was only in 1906, after the Agricultural Experiment 
Station was started, that it was discovered that the 
“ brown pod ” and “ leaf ” diseases were identical.

After describing the caeao-thrips, which is stated 
to be identical with the Heliothrips rubrocinctus 
Giard described by Franklin in 1908, and detailing 
the methods of examination used, and the history 
of its life-stages and habits, Mr. Reyne says that 
light is much sought after by the thrips, which, 
when discovered beyond the limits of the planta­
tions, is always found in sunny, exposed places, and 
never where there was dense shade. Indeed, many 
severe outbreaks of thrips have occurred in Surinam 
following the heavy pruning of cacao and shade 
trees.

In Surinam, it is noticed that thrips are most 
abundant in times of drought, and diminish in 
number during heavy rains, due, not to being 
washed away, but because the latter condition is 
unfavourable for multiplication.

Several plants which have not hitherto been re­
corded as food for thrips have been found to be so 
in Surinam. Among these are Eugenia javanica 
Lam, Eugenia Malaccensis, Lam, Bixa Orellana 
L., Canarium Commune L., Coccoloba Uvifera 
Jacq., Coccoloba Latif olia Lam, Triplaris Suri- 
namensis Cham, and Psidium Polycarporn Lamb. 
Thrips do not feed on Liberian coffee, as has been 
stated to be the case.

Little is known as to origin of thrips, but it is 
stated that tropical America may safely be con­
sidered as its native heath.

In Surinam, there has been for many years great 
loss of trees, no fewer than 2,269 acres having been 
thrown out of cacao cultivation between 1902 and 
1908, or one-seventh of the total area. This loss 
was formerly looked upon as being immediately due 
to Diplodia Cacaocola, or “ die-back ” disease, a 
fungus supposed to attack, by preference, trees 

weakened by witch-broom or thrips; but the author 
considers it to be almost entirely due to the latter 
disease.

As regards methods of control of the disease, the 
following general recommendations are made :—

(1) The shade should be maintained equal, and 
all spaces filled up as soon as possible.

(2) The pruning of shade and cacao trees should 
not be too heavy.

(3) The soil should be kept moist in the dry 
season by mulching, with irrigation if possible.

(4) Care should be taken that the cacao should 
not become weakened by bad drainage, borers, ex­
posure to the wind, etc.

For trees already infected with thrips, spraying 
with two per cent, milk of lime is recommended 
as being superior in results to the use of contact 
insecticides.

WHAT IS CHOCOLATE?

At the annual meeting of the Manufacturing 
Confectioners’ Alliance, held on February 15th 
last, the subject of “ What is Chocolate ?” was 
discussed. In this connection the chairman, 
Mr. Pascal!9 brought before the meeting the pro­
posal made at the Seventh International Congress 
of Applied Chemistry, twelve years ago, by Mr. 
Norman Booth, Messrs. Cadbury Brothers’ chief 
chemist, who suggested the following defini­
tions :—

(1) Unsweetened chocolate must be prepared ex­
clusively from roasted, shelled, finely-ground cacao 
beans, with or without the addition of a small 
quantity of flavouring matter, and should not 
contain less than 45 per cent, of cacao butter.

(2) Sweetened Chocolate.—A preparation con­
sisting exclusively of the products of roasted, 
shelled, finely-ground cacao beans and not more 
than 65 per cent, of sugar, with or without a 
small quantity of harmless flavouring matter.

(3) Granulated or Ground Chocolate for Drink­
ing Purposes.—The same definition as for sweet­
ened chocolate should apply here, except that the 
proportion of sugar may be raised to not more 
than 75 per cent.

(4) Chocolate-covered Goods.—Various forms of 
confectionery covered with chocolate, the composi­
tion of the latter agreeing with the definition of 
sweetened chocolate.

(5) Milk Chocolate.—A preparation composed 
exclusively of roasted, shelled cacao beans, sugar, 
and not less than 15 per cent, of the dry solids 
of full-cream milk, with or without a small quan­
tity of harmless flavouring matter.

It was ultimately decided to refer the matter 
to the Council of the Alliance so that a Committee 
might be formed to consider the whole question.

WANT.
Gentleman recently arrived from West Indies open to 

appointment in England. Complete knowledge of West 
Indian trade generally, with good organising ability. .41 
references.—Apply “ E. E.,” c/o The W.est India* Com­
mittee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.
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“ ESKIMO PIE.”

Our valued contemporary Tropical Lije was en­
trusted by some Trinidad cacao planters with the 
task of providing an Eskimo Pie for the recent 
Royal wedding. Our readers will at once ask, 
What is an Eskimo Pie ? The answer is to be found 
in the blocks of ice-cream that were so familiar in 
a certain caterer’s establishment last summer. It 
appears that when ice-cream is dipped in cacao­
butter, the latter has the same effect as the vacuum 
in a Thermos flask, enabling, as it does, the ice to 
maintain its frigidity for many hours, so that one 
can buy the pie in the morning, and take it home 
for the evening meal, when it will still be in per­
fect condition. It is said that the popularity of 
these delicacies recently made a marked difference 
in the New York cacao-butter market.

It appears that in the United States Mr. Christian 
K. Nelson has obtained the grant of a patent for 
the manufacture of Eskimo Pie, one half of which 
he has assigned to the Russell Stover Co., of 
Chicago. The fact that the Company claims it has 
fifty-six other patents pending in connection with 
the principle of this confection would indicate the 
amount of protection they deem necessary for the 
discovery and its application.

In his specification of letters patent, which is 
reproduced in the Candy Factory of Chicago, 
Mr. Nelson defines his invention as a com­
mercially practical coated brick or block of ice 
cream or the like, stating that its object is to pro­
vide a frozen dainty with an edible encasement 
which can be easily handled, as well as to provide 
a confection “ comprising a normally liquid centre 
and an enclosing member of such shape as will be 
adapted to provide a receptacle for the centre 
during its consumption as food or refreshment.” 
It would seem that the advantages offered by 
chocolate and cacao-butter as the outer casing lie 
in the fact that these materials are of a thickness 
and consistency adapting the pie to retain its shape 
and form at ordinary temperatures, but are not so 
brittle. when hard that it will crack when a sharp 
instrument is used to cut it.

It is to be hoped that the Eskimo Pie will obtain 
the same popularity in this country as it apparently 
has in America, thus benefiting the producers of 
cacao.

THEOBROMINE IN CACAO.

In a paper recently read at the Society of Public 
Analysts on “ The Theobromine Content of Cacao 
Beans and Cocoa,” Mr. Raymond V. Wadsworth 
pointed out that the analyses of cacao beans from 
twenty-one different producing areas showed a 
variation in the theobromine content of the mb 
from 2.2 per cent, to 3.9 per cent, calculated on 
the dry fat-free material. The variation was due 
(1) to^he variety of the bean (the Criollo bean 
containing much less theobromine than the 
Forestero), and (2) to the amount of fermentation 
the bean has been subjected to (fermentation redue- 
ing the theobromine considerably).

In the shell the theobromine varied much more 
than in the nib. The variation found was between 
0.19 per cent, and 2.89 per cent. This difference 
was wholly due to fermentation. During the process 
the alkaloid was brought by the sweatings from the 
nib to the shell, the amount naturally present in 
the shell being only 0.19 per cent. During roast­
ing there was practically no loss of theobromine 
from either nib or shell. The analyses of twenty- 
two brands of commercial cocoas showed a varia­
tion in the theobromine content of 2.39 per cent, 
to 3.55 per cent., calculated on the dry fat-free 
cocoa.

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

A Record Sugar Crop.
The Fordney Law practically shuts out from the 

American market sugar grown in Hayti and the 
Dominican Republic, with the result that the 
various Chambers of Commerce in the latter 
country have approached the Military Government 
in an endeavour to obtain a reciprocity treaty with 
the United States. The matter has been referred to 
Washington, says Mr. C. K. Ledger, H.M. Charge 
d’Affaires in Santo Domingo, in a report issued by 
the Department of Overseas Trade, but it is doubt­
ful whether anything definite will be decided either 
way until the question whether the United States 
will remain in occupation or a national government 
be set up is settled.

The year 1920 brought unprecedented prosperity 
to the Dominican sugar industry, and the crop was 
the largest on record, totalling 77,736 tons, while 
the average sales price of $12.65 per quintal was 
more than double the price of $3.98 realised on the 
1919 crop, and four times that received in any pre­
war year. The 1921 crop was expected to exceed 
that of the previous year. In view of the passing 
of the boom period, most of the estates have cut 
wages, and made other reductions in expenditure.

The three other major staples of the Republic are 
tobacco, cacao and coffee. The 1920 cacao crop 
was a good average one, as far as size is concerned. 
The yield from the 110,000 acres devoted to this 
staple totalled 51,457,795 lbs., as against 49,320,337 
lbs. in the previous year. The first few shipments 
to leave the island brought excellent prices, but 
before the bulk of the crop could be picked and 
marketed the demand had slackened so persistently 
that the average sales price for the crop was fully 
25 per cent, less than that realised for the previous 
harvest. Owing to a prolonged drought the coffee 
cron proved a dismal failure. Exports of this staple 
in 1920 were the lowest recorded within the past 
ten years, and amounted to but 1,358,826 pounds, 
valued at $265,937, whereas in the preceding year 
foreign shipments totalled 4,860,781 pounds, in­
voiced at $947,421. The outlook for the new crop 
was favourable, according to the report.

Meanwhile, as a result of trade depression, the 
Agricultural Experimental Station at Hama has 
been closed down, and very little interest is taken 
in bettering the methods of cultivation.
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SUGAR PRODUCTION IN EUROPE.

By F. I. Scard, F.I.C.
The writer of this article, tracing the development 

or otherwise of the European beet sugar industry 
during the past thirty-five years, is indebted to Mr. 
Truman G. Palmer’s admirable loose-leaf work, 
“ Concerning Sugar,” for the statistics given in 
it. Throughout, the short ton of 2,000 lbs. is used.

Russia.—In 1886-87, the area under sugar beet 
cultivation in Russia was 731,400 acres, which gave 
530,045 tons of raw sugar. The yield of beets per 
acre was 7.10 tons, and the extraction of raw sugar 
from them 10.21 per. cent. The exports amounted 
to 62,405 tons. Development proceeded steadily 
until 1911-12, in which year 1,944,677 acres were in 
cultivation, which yielded 2,255,306 tons of raw 
sugar, with a beet yield of 7.59 tons per acre, the 
sugar extracted from them rising to 15.29 per cent. 
By this time, the exports had grown to 634,925 
tons. From that point a decline set in, and in 1921 
there were only 538,678 acres in cultivation, which 
onty gave 183,680 tons of raw sugar, the tonnage 
of beets per acre having sunk to 2.73 tons, and the 
extraction of sugar to 12.50 per cent. The estimate 
for 1921-22 is 112,000 tons.

Germany.—In 1886-87, 684,193 acres of beet 
were harvested in Germany, 13.38 tons of beets 
being obtained to the acre. The total quantity of 
raw sugar produced was 1,116,595 tons, 12.18 per 
cent, being obtained from the beets. In that year, 
sugar was imported to the extent of 5,038 tons, and 
731,118 tons exported. Development proceeded, in 
spite of the operations of the Brussels Convention 
in 1903 and following years until the war, the 
apex of production being reached in 1913-14 
when 2,993,704 tons of sugar were produced from 
1,316,655 acres. No less than 14.18 tons of beets 
were reaped per acre, and the high proportion of 
10.03 per cent, of sugar obtained from them. The 
exports that year amounted to 1,218,077 tons 

record figure of 1,256,033 ton^ 
m 1905-1906. During the war, the production de­
clined, falling to 828,000 tons of sugar in 1919-20; 
but m the following year it rose to 1,290,000 tons' 
and the 1921-22 estimate stands at 1,500,000 tons

Austria-Hungary (New Austria, Hungary and 
Czecho Slovakia). — Austria-Hungary in 1886-87 

612,107 tons of raw sugar, obtain- 
ing 12.95 per cent, from the beets. The imports, 
as they have been all along, were negligible, but 
the exports amounted to 319,260 tons. The in­
dustry developed steadily, the output being only 
+0 £be fl,uctuatlon of cr°P due to seasons, up
to 1912-13 when 2,096,134 tons of sugar were 

P®r Cent- be’ng obtain«d from the 
! m J area J" cu^'vat>on that year was 

yield °£ beets 12.65 tons 
per acre. The maximum of export, 1,193,130 tons 
-s reached this year. The year of’the breaking 
up of the Empire 1917-18, gave 683,577 tons, only 
6.92 tons of beets being obtained per aere, and the 
exports that year amounted to 440,920 tons. What 
was left of Austria proper in 1918-19 only produced 

9,112 tons of sugar, given by four factories. But 
5.27 tons of beet were grown per acre, from which 
only 10.22 per cent, of sugar was obtained. By 
1920-21, however, there was some revival, 15,250 
tons of sugar being made. The yield of beets per 
acre also rose to 8.11 tons, and the sugar extraction 
to 15.86 tons. It is estimated that in 1921-22, 
17,045 acres are in cultivation.

In Hungary, 9,274 tons of sugar were produced 
in 1919-20, and 36,779 in 1920-21.

The bulk of the old Austrian sugar industry has 
survived in Czecho-Slovakia. There, last year, 
788,413 tons of sugar were produced, with a beet 
return of 9.72 tons per acre, and an extraction of 
17.03 per cent., and the exports amounted to 
366,009 tons. The current crop is estimated at 
644,846 tons.

France.—The area of beets reaped in France in 
1886-87 was 379,323 acres, which gave 558,205 tons 
of raw sugar; 14.23 tons of beets were obtained per 
acre, and the sugar extraction was 10.34 per cent.; 
159,485 tons of sugar were imported, and 138,008 
tons exported. The quantity of sugar produced 
rose, with considerable fluctuations in the area of 
beets under cultivation, until 1901-02, when the 
maximum production of 1,223,112 tons of 
sugar took place. During that crop, 13.35 
tons of beets were obtained per acre, and a 
sugar extraction of 11.87 per cent. The ex­
ports were 562,724 tons, below those of the pre­
vious year, when 796,723 tons were exported, and 
in this particular there was a steady decline in sub­
sequent years. In 1913-14, 860,896 tons of sugar 
were produced, with a beet yield of 13.03 tons per 
acre, and an extraction of 12.87 per cent. ’The 
exports that year were only 209,437 tons. The 
lowest point in production was reached in 1918-19, 
in which year only 134,860 tons of sugar were made, 
the yield per acre also sinking to 7.10 tons; 145,907 
tons were, however, exported, and 525,789 im­
ported. In 1920-21, however, the production rose 
to 341,600 tons, and the estimate for the 1921-22 
crop is 319,200 tons.

Belgium. In 1886-87, the output of raw sugar 
in Belgium was 123,458 tons, 10.77 per cent, being 
extracted from the beets; 15,873 tons of sugar were 
imported, and 109,238 tons exported. The industry 
gradually increased in importance, and in 1905-06, 

tons of raw sugar were produced, with a 
yield of 14.72 tons of beets per acre, and an extrac­
tion of 13.92 per cent. The imports by this time 
had been reduced to 7,165 tons and, conversely, 
the exports had risen to 210,539 tons. In 1913-14, 
there were 135,411 acres harvested, which gave 
330,969 tons of sugar. The war reduced the crops, 
and m 1918-19 the output was only 81,570 tons. 
Substantial revival, however, subsequently oc­
curred, and in 1920-21, 275,575 tons of sugar were 
produced from 123,550 acres. The 1921-22 crop is 
estimated at 308,644 tons.

Holland.—In Holland, the production of sugar 
m 1886-87 was 43,929 tons, and that year 127 600 
tons were imported and 109,192 tons exported. 
Development proceeded rapidly, and in 1896-97 
there were 109,680 acres in cultivation, from which
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189,687 tons of raw sugar were produced. The 
yield of beets per acre that year was 12.82 tons, and 
the extraction of sugar 13.49 per cent.; 90,278 tons 
were imported, and 194,506 tons exported. In the 
following years, considerable fluctuations took 
place, but in 1912-13 the acreage had risen to 
170,499 acres, and the sugar crop to 348,327 tons; 
46,076 tons of sugar were imported, and 244,159 
tons exported. During the war years, the industry 
drooped considerably, 190,157 tons being registered 
for 1918-19, but a strong revival took place, and 
in 1920-21 156,829 acres were reaped, which gave 
the record crop of 358,248 tons, with a yield of 14.80 
tons per acre, and an extraction of 15.44 per cent. 
The imports and exports for that year are not 
available, but in 1919-20 they were 45,688 tons 
and 145,467 tons respectively. The estimate for the 
1921-22 crop is 369,271 tons,

Italy.—Particulars for Italy are not available 
before 1903-4, in which year 148,811 tons of raw 
sugar were produced, 12.39 tons of roots being 
obtained per acre, with an extraction of 
13.50 per cent. The imports of sugar, which 
in 1886-87 were 150,868 tons, had now sunk 
to 2,405 tons. In 1913-14, the sugar output had 
risen to 374,247 tons, in that year 19.61 tons of 
beets having been reaped per acre, and an extraction 
of 12.50 per cent, obtained. The war caused a drop 
of output to 100,874 tons in 1917-18, only 8.81 tons 
of beets being reaped per acre. The 1921-22 crop, 
however, has yielded 225,972 tons, 12.06 tons of 
beets having been obtained per acre, although only 
10.25 per cent, was extracted.

Sweden.—In respect to Sweden, no figures are 
available, showing the area in cultivation in 1886- 
87, but in that year 62,153 tons of beets were 
harvested, from which 6,400 tons of raw sugar were 
manufactured, 10.30 per cent, of sugar being ob­
tained from them. In 1894-95, the area in cultivation 
had risen to 52,706 acres, which gave a yield of 
13.14 tons per acre. The extraction had risen to 
11.60 per cent., and the output of sugar was 80,347 
tons. After 1894-95, considerable fluctuations took 
place in the amounts of sugar produced, the biggest 
output being 191,690 tons in 1910-11, when 15.74 
per cent, of sugar was obtained from a yield of 
14.03 tons of beet per acre. During the years 1911- 
12 to 1919-20, the crops vaied between 140,874 tons 
and 169,882 tons, but in 1920-21, 183,897 tons of 
raw sugar were produced from 11.46 tons of beet^per 
acre, with an extraction of 15.76 per cent. Ihe 
1921-22 crop is estimated at 184,800 tons. Sweden 
has never been an exporter of sugar.

Denmark. — In 1898-99, Denmark produced 
39,242 tons of sugar, 10.22 tons of beets being grown 
per acre, and an extraction of 12.03 per cent, of 
sugar obtained. The output steadily increased until 
1914-15, when 173,061 tons were produced, with 
the increased extraction of 15.63 per cent., and a 
beet vield of 14.69 tons per acre. A set-back then 
occurred, and the crop fell to 130,071 tons m 1916- 
17. It subsequently rose to 173,833 tons m 1919 20, 
but the 1921-22 crop is only estimated at 134,400 
tons. Denmark does not export sugar.
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ALCOHOL FOR POWER PURPOSES.

Some Hints for Distillers.

The following hints as to the requirements of a 
distillery for the manufacture of etherized alcohol 
for motor purposes are taken from an article by 
Mr. J. P. Foster in the Sugar Central and Planters9 
News of the Philippines. In selecting a still for 
Motor Alcohol plants, the following characteristics 
should be insisted upon :—

(a) It should have a capacity in terms ol 
95 per cent, alcohol, of at least 50 per cent, greatei 
than the required output of the plant, and should 
operate at maximum capacity on 7 to 8 per cent, 
wash, with loss in the lees not to exceed one-tenth 
of one per cent.

(6) It should be as nearly automatic in opera­
tion as possible, and its automatic operation should 
be as far as possible inherent in the still. That is 
to say, it should not depend upon auxiliary regu­
lating devices.

(c) Its heat economy should be high.
(d) Provision must be made for quickly, easily, 

and thoroughly cleaning the still.
This last requirement is of the greatest import­

ance where molasses is to be the raw material, and 
the wash section must be provided with man-holes, 
not hand-holes, in each chamber.

Probably the most important point in the selec­
tion of the alcohol still is that mentioned in the 
first specification, i.e., its capacity. There will in­
evitably come a time when it will be necessary to 
rush through an unusual amount of wash, or there 
mav be some trouble in the fermentaticn, so that 
the* wrash will have only half of its usual alcohol 
content. If the still has no “over-load capacity,” 
the quality of the output will suffer, alcohol of 
lower proof will be run, the quality of the ether 
will be correspondingly aff cted, and the Motor 
Alcohol will fall below standard. It is most im­
portant that the quality of output be kept uni­
form. If the proof of the alcohol be allowed to 
vary from day to day, every variation will be car­
ried through, to a greater or lesser extent, into the 
fuel tank of the motor, with unsatisfactory results 
to the operator. Install a still “ too big ” rather 
than one “ big enough.” .

Of equal importance with the alcohol still is the 
ether still and its auxiliaries : The condenser and 
the ether purifier, or “scrubber.” Everything 
written above about the alcohol still capacity and 
the necessity for uniformity of output, applies with 
equal fo’-ce to the ether still. Greater care must 
be exercised in the purchase of an ether apparatus 
than in an alcohol still, for the reason that while 
there are many builders who know how to build a 
first-class alcohol still, there are not so many who 
know how to build an ether apparatus for Motor 
Alcohol. The general specifications for the ether 

Sti(l)S It must be built of, or lined with, the best 

grade of chemical lead obtainable.
(2) It must be provided with a heating system
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(3)

constructed of the best grade of chemical 
lead.
The shell of the still must be constructed so 
that the entrance to the still may be quickly 
and easily obtained for the purposes of re-
pair or renewal.

(4) The heating system must be constructed so 
that it may be readily removed for repair or 
renewal.

(5) A safety “ blow-off ” device must be pro­
vided, so that in case the still “ blows,” no 
damage to life or property will occur.

(6) A suitable means of determining the level 
of the boiling liquid must be provided. A 
sight glass is worthless.

(7) An automatic vacuum breaker must be pro­
vided.

(8) A suitable lead-lined entrainment trap must 
be provided, with drainage back into the 
still.

The “ scrubber,” in its ultimate effect upon the 
general fuel produced, is the most important 
apparatus in the distillery, and it may also be safe 
to say that it is the least understood. Its function 
is to neutralise the ether, ridding it of entrained or 
vaporised sulphuric acid from the still. There are 
four important specifications to be insisted 
on the purchase of a scrubber :—

(a) Suitable means must be provided 
tralising the ether.

upon

for neu-

for

for 
of

for pre-

(b) Suitable means must be provided 
pletely neutralising the ether.

(c) Suitable means must be provided 
pletely neutralising every drop . 
which leaves the scrubber.

(d) Suitable means must be provided 
venting the escape of a single drop of ether 
which has not been completely neutralised.

. I aRef tbe apparatus has been purchased, 
installed, and put into operation, be sure that the 
ether is neutral, completely neutral, always com­
pletely neutral. 

com-

com- 
ether

Ttr?-le °f the United States with the British 
inon Tndles m 1921, as compared with that in 
1920, was :—
Imports into U.S.A....................... $13942,069
Exports from „ ... ... 24,564,703

Total Trade $38,506,772

1920.
$23,102,189

46,437,304 
$69,539,493

Publications are obtainable at The 
LondonndE C Rooms, 15, Seething Lane,

ScMd^-””^ °f C*“ Sugar>” bT Jones and 

“The Banana: Its Cultivation, Distribution, and
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett- 16/- 
of t A ^al,°n the estivation and Curing
oi Cacao, by J. Hinchley Harf ; 8/- S
“™e Sugar Factory,” bÿ F. I. Scard; 3/-. 
< 2ulde to the w«t Indies 7/6

8 West Indian Tales of Old,” by Algernon Aspinall;

The British West Indies,” by Algernon Aspinall ;

“ Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall ; 8/- 
RnrL cM Kitts-^vis,” by Katherine
Burdon, 5/6. These prices include postage.

HON. JOHN DYMOND.

It is with deep regret that we have to announce 
the death, in his eighty-sixth year, of the Hon. John 
Dymond, the well-known and esteemed Managing 
Editor of the Louisiana Planter, a post which he 
had occupied for no fewer than thirty-four years.

Bom in Canada of English parents in 1836, John 
Dymond began his business career as a clerk in the 
cotton manufacturing firm of his father, in which 
he afterwards became a partner. He subsequently 
became a member of a New York brokerage firm, 
which led to his connection with the Louisiana 
sugar industry as an estates’ proprietor, managing 
his own property. In this capacity he took an 
active interest in sugar politics, and it was through 
his instrumentality that the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters’ Association was formed. His political 
activities were, however, subordinate to his interest 
in the internal affairs of the sugar industry, espe­
cially as regards organisation and the encourage­
ment of scientific and research work, and among 
his achievements in this direction was the establish­
ment of the Sugar Experimental Station in Audubon 
Park. He was elected a Senator of the United 
States in 1900, and was re-elected in 1904 and again 
in 1912, serving until 1920; but it is as a pioneer of 
progress in the Louisiana sugar industry and the 
Editor of one of the most liberal-minded sugar 
journals in the world, that his name will go down to 
posterity.

THE MANUFACTURE OF CANE SUGAR.

The Louisiana Planter of February 18th, review­
ing “ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Llewel­
lyn Jones and Frederic I. Scard, published under 

h^118?10^8 .°f,The West India Committee, says :— 
1 his book is handsomely illustrated with 243 cuts, 

thus visualising every phase of the sugar industry, 
and this is done excellently well. It is handsomely 
bound m buckram and makes a 5% by 9-inch volume 
printed Pi‘gCS °n lllgh’grade PaPer and is beautifully 

tr^i™°rtr^St<>ry °f the SUgar cane is given with >'lus- 
tiations of the varieties, of the methods of their growth 
slL™ '""i The various kinds of cane mills are 
shown, single, double and multi-geared, of preparatory 
machines, cane shredders, cane crushers, etc. ■ the 
fibration me^ods of cane j«ice clarification’ and 
into IhT’ he conc?nt.ratlou of the cane juice

Syrup aud.lts final concentration into 
sutoar in open pans or in vacuum pans. All these are 
use^f^f jUustrated and described. The multiple 
nnldwT* by eAvaPoratlon in vacuo, a process made 
possible by an American inventor, Norbert Rillieux, 

and the final purging to dry su^ar in 
the^T S centr,lf?gals> another American invention, and 
the sugar crystals are ready for baggino-.
at^in^h bagasse buri?ing is now'the great desider- 
faeMri^ SUg3r industlY and first-class sugar

Can tUrVUt SUgars of 96 Per eent. 
or bagasse produced and using no bought
ationb^/Vu Tj1S and °ther P^ses of steam gener­
ation are fully discussed and illustrated, as i? also 
the final disposition of the by-products.

Copies °f “ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar ” 
It™™ nf™« at WeSt India Committee 
Booms, price 25s. each, or 26s. post free.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Executive, on March 23rd, 

the following thirteen candidates were admitted to 
membership of The West India Committee, making 
the total number of members elected this year 41.

Names.

Mr. Otto Oppenheimer 
(London).

Mr. Rees P. Harries 
(Tobago).

Lieut.-Colonel A. R. Davis 
(London).

Capt. the Hon. R.
Plunkett-Ernle-Erle- 
Drax, D.S.O., R.N. 
(Country).

Mr. J. M. Brodie 
(Mauritius).

Mr. E. N. Walcott 
(Country).

Mr. J. Powter 
(Trinidad).

Messrs. Edward W.
Turner & Son 
(Country).

The Hon. Cecil Clementi, 
C.M.G. (British Guiana).

Mr. F. A. Corea 
(St. Vincent).

Mr. W. R. Murray 
(Country).

Rev. James Williams

Proposers and Seconders.
Mr. A. Hirsch.
Mr. William Gillespie.
Mr. Robert S. Reid.
Mr. John B. Murray.
Mr. William Gillespie.
Mr. W. A. Griffin.

Mr. R. Rutherford.
Mr. Cyril Gurney.

, The Hon. Allan Grannum, 
j C.M.G.

] The Hon. H. A. Tempany, 
( D.Sc., F.I.C., F.C.S.

i Mr. Robert Strang.
Mr. Gerald O. Case.

j Mr. Bernard T. Bonyun.
[ Mr. F. J. Morris.

C Mr. M. Garnett.
Mr. William Gillespie.

J Mr. R. Rutherford.
| Mr. Cyril Gurney.
/ Messrs. Dawson, Shores

& Punch.
Messrs. Jones, Brown &

• Sons.
( Mr. E. A. Haggart.

_ Lieut.-Col. Ivan Davson,
I O.B.E.
r Lieut.-Col. Ivan Davson, 
S O.B.E.

Mr. Mewburn Garnett.

MOLASSES FOR STOCK FEEDING.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries has 

issued a leaflet on the subject of the use of molasses 
for stock feeding which is misleading.

As regards molasses itself, it says : 6i It has a 
thick, black appearance, with a sweetish taste, and 
contains 60 to 70 per cent, of sugar. The rest of 
the molasses consists of salts and water.”

Cane sugar plantation molasses is of a brown 
colour, with a rich smell, contains about 55 per 
cent, of sugars and only from 16 to 25 of water, the 
remainder consisting of a small quantity of nitro­
genous matter, gums, and salts.

In connection with absorbents, beet pulps, spent 
hops, tapioca meal, soya bean meal, sugar-cane 
pith, apple pomace, and sphagnum moss are men- 
tioned, and it stated that the chief objection to 
the use of molasses foods thus prepared is that the 
absorbent replaces a part of the straw used wi 
liquid molasses, which would otherwise be 

SUThe’leaflet ignores the fact that the sugar-cane 

the^ul't that Molascuit contains as much sugar, 
if not more, as the original “S “Jv
friable condition also renders handling an easy 

matter.

A BALLADE OF RATION RUM.

The Circular is indebted to Mr. J. B. Blair, of 
Greystones, Kilmacolm, Renfrewshire, for this 
original ballad, which was composed by an officer 
on active service :—

Shall I, by dull convention led, 
Sing wine in yet another lay, 
And say again what has been said 
In nobler numbers yesterday ? 
Bacchus indignant answers “Nay, 
’Twere best to be discreetly mum,’’ 
Yet I’ve a debt of praise to pay 
That morning tot of Ration Rum.
I had been numbered ’mongst the dead, 
My end unlit by glory’s ray.
No German lead, but germs instead, 
Had laid me ’neath the Flemish clay. 
But I was saved. Full well I may 
Offend the tender ears of some 
Whose principles would take away 
That morning tot of Ration Rum.
The sun is up. Its ball of red 
Heralds a wild and bloody day. 
The shrapnel hurtles overhead, 
Shrieking in lust to rend and slay. 
Our hearts are very far from gay : 
Our feet are ice, our fingers numb. 
One saving solace is our stay : 
That morning tot of Ration Rum.

Envoi.
Arch not your eyebrows, Princess, pray, 
Nor think your scorn has struck me dumb, 
For Benedictus sit, I say, 
That morning tot of Ration Rum.

“ F. F.”
(Late Capt. 33rd Batt. Highland Light Infantry.)

AMERICAN SUGAR REFINING CO.

The annual report of the American Sugar Re­
fining Company for the year 1921 shows a loss on 
operations of $2,177,275, as against a profit of 
$1,802,437 in 1920. The capital of the company 
is $90,000,000.

In addition to its refining interests, the com­
pany owns a property in Cuba producing 65,000 
tons of sugar. It also holds shares in the domestic 
beet industry to the par value of S^^MOO,be­
sides a property in connection with which the com 
pany had lost $1,000,000, and that was to be taken 
over by a new company. f

The report complains bitterly of the effect of 
Government control in the United States and Cuba 
on sugar. “ For these experiments of Government 
control and of decontrol the people of the United 
States and of the world have paid hundreds of 
millions of dollars. The magnificent sugar indus­
try of the United States, including the Pr°ducers 
and refiners, both beet and cane, whether of Con­
tinental, United States, the Philippines, Hawaii, 
Porto Rico, or of Cuba, has paid almost with its 

life.”
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The badge of the West Indian xlgricultura! 
College, reproduced on this page, was designed in 
accordance with the instructions of a sub-com­
mittee of the Governing Body by Mr. MacDonald
Gill. It was felt 
embody in it any 
the sugar-cane or 
cacao, and conse­
quently the Royal 
Palm was chosen 
as being common 
to the West Indies 
as a whole. The 
sun (let it be 
hoped of success 
and prosperity) is 
seen rising over 
an heraldic Carib­
bean Sea behind 
three mountains, 
symbolic of the 
island in which 
the headquarters 
of the College are 
to be situated.

that it would be invidious to 
single economic plant, such as

Agricultural College Badge.

TWO RECENT REPORTS.

Agriculture in St. Lucia.
The report of the Agricultural Department of 

^t. Lucia for the calendar year 1920 states that 
during the year, owing to the high price obtaining 
for sugar and its products, that industry received 
considerable attention from both planters and 
peasants the quantity of sugar imported during 
the year being 4,029 tons, of the value of £146 316? 
Molasses and syrup to the value of £28,160 were 
also exported. There was a considerable decline 
m the exports of cacao, only 8*966 cwts. bein« 
snipped, as compared with 16,370 cwts. in 1919° 
lack of shipping facilities and general depression 
in the cacao market being stated to be contributory 
causes. J
.o^^r?gard? tl‘e ¿ime industry, the equivalent of 
42,537 barrels of limes was exported, rather less 
than the record crop of 1918, but slightly over 
that of !920. The value was £12,894. Very con­
siderable extensions continued to be made in the 
areas devoted to coco-nut cultivation; 1,301 272 
nuts and 169 cwts. of copra were exported during 
the year, and it is stated that it is expected that 
within a very short period these exports will 
assume considerable proportions.

In connection with the minor industries, that of 
honey showed a marked increase, the 1920 exports 
reaching 61,086 lbs. On the other hand, the bay 
OH industry was making no progress, only 603 
gallons haying been shipped during the year. Ex­
perience, it is stated, has shown that there is no 
lack of bay leaves in the Colony, and that if the 
present factories could be run steadily and continu­
ously during the year, a very satisfactory and 
profitable industry could be built up. As regards

cotton, owing to the high prices offering some 
isolated attention was paid to this cultivation, 
with the result that 4,345 lbs. of Sea Island lint 
was exported during the year, but the report states 
that this is but a speculative crop in St. Lucia. 
The logwood industry was receiving attention, 
1,134 tons having been shipped during the year, 
an increase of 780 tons in the export of the previous 
year.

Faulty Cacao Cultivation in Nigeria.

The Report of the Agricultural Department of 
the Southern Provinces of Nigeria for the period 
January, 1920, to the 31st of March, 1921, states 
that as regards general agriculture the quantity of 
cacao exported was, in 1920, 343,100 cwt., of the 
value of £1,237,588, as against 514,223 cwt. in 1919, 
of the value of £1,067,673.

As was pointed out in last year’s report, the 
higher prices for cacao have done little or nothing 
toward bringing about better cultivation, and have 
had the effect of discouraging fermentation. The 
decreased export has had its natural effect in a 
diminished revenue from the export duty on this 
product.

The export of cotton in 1920 amounted to 65,156 
cwt., of the value of £716,732, as against 60,220 
cwt. in 1919, of the value of £484,774.

The native cotton industry has been in a very 
healthy condition for three chief reasons : (1) the 
increased prices offered for seed-cotton (up to the 
end of June, 1921); (2) the introduction of the alloy 
coinage and its popularity in the place of the smaller 
currency notes; (3) the small movement of other 
produce, whereby the mercantile firms and middle­
men have been influenced to purchase cotton more 
energetically. In fact, cotton buying, in most places 
where it is common, has been the chief commercial 
activity.

It is. regrettable, however, the report states, that 
this fortunate state of affairs is not likely to be of 
long continuance. As is foreshadowed by the 
British Cotton Growing Association, the present 
very low demand and prices for the native cotton 
(caused principally by the general existing deflation 
and the virtual cessation of the German demand for 
cottons of the poorer kmd) will cause a serious fall 
m the prices offered by the Association, a circum­
stance that will be all the more discouraging to

• ^e’r ,exPerience of the high prices 
during the period under report.

The removal of shipping restrictions and the in- 
ImPortat“n of foodstuffs is stated to have 

led to a greater export of maize. In 1920 the shin- 
“stTf 14;328 r j Of the Value of £11 269,1s 
against 351 cwt., valued £198, in 1919.
regard '^>rtS °f c°“!lu.ts remain insignificant. In 

Wh^h ? chlefly produced at Topo 
Wadagn) the exports have fallen from 402 tons 
ment) to “ 1919 lthe year of the largest shiP- 
ment) to 222 tons, worth £8,508, in 1920. * P

c”"“1 Of their names from the 
M. £ W«
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “Agronomist.”

The number of yeast cells in an ounce of pressed 
yeast is calculated to be not less than fifty thousand 
million (50,600,000,000), all keen on work when the 
opportunity presents itself.

* * *
There are three sugar factories in Canada which 

manufacture sugar from beet. They are situated 
in Ontario. In 1911 20,677 acres were reaped, 
yielding 21,327,689 pounds of sugar. In 1917 
14,000 acres were reaped, which yielded 23,376,850 
pounds of sugar; and in 1919 18,800 acres, which 
gave 37,839,271 pounds.

# &
In the course of an article on bay rum in the 

Agricultural News, Mr. F. Hardy recommends that 
it should be made by mixing 54 pints of bay oil, 
8 fluid ounces of orange oil, 7 fluid ounces of 
pimento oil, 40 gallons of alcohol, 30 gallons of 
water, and 5 lbs. of calcined magnesia.

According to the United States Trade Commis­
sioner at Warsaw, the Pol sh bristle industry is 
recovering from the effects of the war, and a normal 
production of 5,812,000 pounds of bristles is ex­
pected annually. On an average a’hog y elds a 
pound of bristles. There are thus 5,812,000 pigs 
in Poland, and about 20 to the square mile. The 
Polish bristle is of the best technical quality, being 
long and elastic.

* * *
The Government of Perak, one of the Federated 

Malay States, is stated to be clearing an area of 
50,000 acres for the cultivation of the African oil 
palm, the soil and climate having been found to be 
well adapted for its growth. The labour and 
transport conditions are also very favourable to 
the commercial success of the industry. At present 
Southern Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, the 
French Ivory Coast, and the Congo are the chief 
homes of the palm oil industry.

# * *
The Journal of the Agricultural Society of 

Jamaica for October contains some useful notes on 
the subject of the treatment of the seeds of maize 
before being planted, and especially those of Guinea 
corn, to prevent them being eaten by mice, rats, 
ants, and birds. For Guinea com it is recom­
mended that wood ashes should be damped with 
kerosene, and the seeds, after two or three hours 
soaking in water, coated with it. Ordinary maize 
can be°treated either in this wav, or with coal tar 
thinned with kerosene.

* * *
The effect of manganese compounds on plant 

growth has been made the subject of experiment 
by E. P. Deatrick. With wheat seedlings it was 
found that, when present in comparatively high 
concentration, both the sulphate and the chloride 
exercised a toxic effect, but a marked stimulation 
in smaller quantities. The toxic influence was 
shown in the browning of the roots and the bleach­
ing of the leaves, the yellow leaves being found to 
contain more manganese than the green leaves. 

Low concentrations of manganese sulphate were 
found also to stimulate the ammonification of dried 
blood.

* * #
The Kauri gum industry of New Zealand has 

received a new impetus since the war ended. Until 
recent years its development was left entirely to 
individuals, but three years ago the Government 
established a department for the supervision and 
encouragement of the industry, with the result that 
operations are now being carried out by companies 
as well, on more systematic and scientific lines than 
those hitherto employed. The gum is now being 
gathered mechanically from the peat which con­
tains it by sluicing and screening. It is expected 
that from twelve to fifteen thousand tons of gum 
will now be produced annually, instead of eight or 
nine thousand.

* * *
Some interesting experiments on the stimulation 

of plant growth in cuttings by treatment with 
chemical compounds have been made at the Agri­
cultural Experiment Station at Cornell University 
by O. F. Otis. The results of these demonstrate 
that treatment with potassium permanganate may 
produce a very marked increase in root growth in 
various woody cuttings, and that manganese di­
oxide, manganese sulphate, aluminium chloride, 
ferric chloride, ferric sulphate, boric acid, and 
possibly phosphoric acid may at times have a slight 
stimulating effect in that direction. Nutrient solu­
tions Mr. Otis found to be as a rule injurious to 
root growth in cuttings.

# * *
Facts About Sugar gives a translation of the 

report on manure experiments in connection with 
the sugar cane recently carried out in Cuba by Dr. 
Mario Catrino, in which remarkable results were 
obtained from gypsum mixed with waste matter 
and ashes, due, it is considered, to the reaction of 
gypsum on the insoluble silicates of the soil, where­
by potash is liberated, as well as to the stimulation 
by it of micro-organisms in the presence of the 
“ waste matter ” and ashes. An increase of nearly 
50 per cent, was obtained over the yield of the un­
manured plots by the waste matter and ashes 
alone, and this was increased to 175 per cent, when 
1,793 kilograms of gypsum were added per acre.

* * *
It is impossible to read the reports of the various 

Agricultural Departments dealing with the sugar 
cane without being struck by the losses which how 
occur in cane fields from the prevalence of insect 
and fungoid pests, and a following thought is that 
the lines on which the scientists connected with the 
departments work in controlling and eradicating 
the pests are not those best calculated to bring 
about a more satisfactory condition of cane culti­
vation. The comparative freedom of cane fields 
from damage from insect and other pests in the 
more early days of the industry suggests that the 
main objectives of modem scientific work in con­
nection with the sugar cane should be in the direc­
tion of improving the sanitary condition of the soil 
and the conditions of cultivation of the cane rather 
than of methods of dealing with the pests and 
the attainment of a high sugar content.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 126.)

The Sack of Old Panama.
In the afternoon the Prince landed from the 

Renown and , drove through the crowded streets to 
the handsome Government Buildings, ■which, with 
the Teatro Nacional, appear to have been built 
regardless of expense with the proceeds of the sale
of the Canal Zone. Here he received many ad­
dresses, including one from the large British West 
Indian community, which was beside itself with 
delight at having the honour of welcoming the heir
to the Throne. He also 
inspected the local vete­
rans of the British West 
Indies Regiment, who 
paraded in full strength 
at the suggestion of Mr. 
Percy Bennett, C.M.G., 
His Britannic Majesty’s 
Minister, and to many 
of them the Prince had 
a kind and appreciative 
word to say.

The streets were lined 
by firemen, so prodigal 
in numbers that one con­
cluded that the old city 
must be subject to con­
flagrations of great fero­
city. These men were 
attired in very pictur­
esque uniforms consist­
ing of shirts of the bril­
liant red hue favoured 
by stage cow - boys, 
gaiters, and ancient 
leather helmets such as 
you only see nowadays 
preserved as curiosities 
in the offices of fire in­
surance companies. This 
function over, our Ad­
miral chartered a ram­
shackle motor-car, and 
we set out to visit the 
ruins of old Panama, 
after driving repeatedly 
round and round the 
Plaza de la Cate- 

Captain Henry Morgan.
This portrait of the “pirate” who afterwards became Governor 
or Jamaica is reproduced from an engraving published in 
Exquemehng s Bucaneers of America ’’ in 168-1-5

dral while we endeavoured to make our destination 
known to the chauffeur—and when once you enter 
that square there is no turning back; you must 
drive to the left and go right round or out the 
other side.

The high road being outside the sphere of Ameri­
can control was abominably bad and bumpy. For 
eight miles or more we churned up its dust, and 
then, turning down towards the sea, beheld rising 
out of the bush and scrub the identical tower on 
which Captain Henry Morgan and his band of 

pirates gazed with such exultation on the 27th day 
of August in the year 1670.*

After capturing the Isle of St. Catharine, with 
the connivance cf the Spanish Governor, and re-
ducing the garrison of the castle of Chagres, 
Morgan had set out with two thousand and two 
hundred men across the Isthmus to carry out his 
design of sacking Panama, the wealthy entrepot of 
the trade of the Pacific. A year before, when the 
Governor of that city had asked him for a pattern 
of the arms with which he had taken Porto Bello, 
Morgan had sent back a pistol and bullets, saying 
that he would come and fetch them in twelve
months’ 
deemed.

time. This pledge was now to be re- 
For eight days the pirates tramped

through bush and swamp, suffering such terrible 
privations that they were compelled to make a 

“huge 
leather

banquet” of 
bags thrown

away by some terri­
fied Spaniards, in order 
to “ afford something to 
the ferment of their 
stomachs, which now 
was grown so sharp that 
it did gnaw their very 
bowels, having nothing 
else to prey upon.”t It 
is not to be wondered at 
that when on the ninth 
day they sighted this 
steeple they “began to 
show signs of extreme 
joy, casting up their hats 
into the air, leaping for 
mirth, and shouting, 
even just as if they had 
already obtained the vic­
tory and entire accom­
plishment of their de­
signs. All their trumpets 
were sounded and every 
drum beaten, in token of 
this universal acclama­
tion and huge alacrity of 
their minds.”

That evening fifty 
Spanish horsemen came 
out of the city to with­
in a musket shot of
Morgan’s force, “ pre­
ceded by a trumpet that 
sounded marvellously 
well.” Threatening the 
pirates, the Span’ards 

shouted out : “ Perros nos veremos !” (“Ye dogs, 
we shall meet ye !”). Then the city began to fire 
and ceased not to play with their biggest guns all 
night long against the camp, but with little or no 
harm to the pirates, whom they could not con­
veniently reach.”

On the following day the Governor of Panama

Jl1® Career «¿.Morgan is given by Mr. Frank
Ä'ÄKM XXXV- »■>' »8

Ä 'O"°W ,ake" ExquemelinO
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extended in battle array 
prised “ two squadrons, 
and a huge number of 

his forces, which com- 
four regiments of foot, 
wild bulls, which were

driven by a great number of Indians, with some 
negroes and others, to help them.” Fortunately 
for the pirates, the wild bulls were too scared by 
the tumult to do much harm, and at the 
end of a sharp engagement most of the 
Spanish horsemen were killed, while the 
survivors fled precipitately back to the 
city. In this action the Spaniards lost 
no fewer than six hundred dead, besides 
many wounded and prisoners. The 
pirates, too, suffered heavily; but after a 
brief rest they marched 66 courageously 
towards the city, plighting their oaths to 
one another in general they would fight 
till never a man was left alive.” On 
nearing the walls of the city they were 
met by “full and frequent broadsides” 
from “many great guns, at several quar­
ters thereof, some of which were charged 
with small pieces of iron, and others with 
musket-bullets,” but after a combat last­
ing for three hours they overwhelmed the 
Spaniards and captured the city, which 
they found “well-stocked with all sorts 
of merchandize, as well silks and cloths 
as linen, and other things of considerable 
value,” although the inhabitants had 
been busily transporting their more trea­
sured possessions to “more remote and 
occult places.” Morgan, having placed 
guards at various points, then “ caused 
certain men privately to set fire to 
several great edifices of the city, nobody 
knowing whence the fire proceeded nor 
who were the authors thereof.” The 
conflagration spread throughout the city, 
and though the pirates co-operated with 
the Spanish in endeavouring to check it 
by blowing up houses with gunpowder 
and pulling down others, all proved in 
vain, and the fire lasted for four weeks, 
at the end of which period the pirates, 
after recovering all they could from the 
ruins, decamped with “one hundred and 
seventy-five beasts of carriage, laden 
with silver, gold and other precious 
things, besides six hundred prisoners, 
more or less, between men, women, chil­
dren and slaves.” Old Panama must 

began once more to attract notice and were cleared 
from undergrowth for the inspection of visitors and 
historians. Now no trace of former magnificence 
survives, unless it be in the solid masonry of the 
historic church steeple, the broken arch of the 
bridge that crossed the sluggish river which

The ruined Steeple in Old Panama.
This illustration, reproduced from “ The Souvenir of Panama

September 4th, 1670, after suffering terrible privations during 
September^ the Isthmus to attack Panama.

meanders through the town, and the remains of the

have been a city of great splendour. 
Many of its houses, which numbered two 
thousand, were built of cedar, and were 
“of very curious and magnificent struc­
ture . . . richly adorned within, especially 
hangings and paintings.” It boasted, 
fewer than eight monasteries besides two stately 
churches with many paintings and ornaments of

too, no

gold and silver. , . .
For more than two centuries after Morgan s visit 

and the calamitous fire, the ruins remained almost 
forgotten in the dense bush which soon hid them 
from view, and it was only when Europeans began 
to flock to the new city of Panama that they

O1 Possibly an archaeologist may some day be able 

to locate the “ darksome and stinking cellar into 
which Morgan cast the virtuous lady 
lised by Exquemehng, who repulsed the piraJ® 
amorous advances, although he lavished on her 
- much pearl, gold and all that he had got that 
was precious, and valuable m that voyag .
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may succeed also in identifying the ruins of the 
stately and magnificent house of the Genoese mer­
chants, or the spot where the faithful menial, who, 
refusing to disclose the whereabouts of his master’s 
cabinet, of which he had the silver key, was put 
on the rack, and then had a cord twisted about 
his forehead, and “wrung so hard, that his eyes 
appeared as big as eggs, and were ready to fall out 
of his skull,” after which “ his nose and ears were 
cut off and his face singed with burning straw ”— 
a truly refined form of torture.

Meanwhile we could only muse upon the events 
of that lurid month in 1670, while scrambling over 
the ruins and watching the egrets stalking about 
the sand on the sea shore by the massive founda­
tions of the old city wall.

The next excitement was a brilliant ball at the 
Union Club, a palatial building, with balconies 
overhanging the moonlit Bay of Panama. To the 
music of an excellent band, many strange measures 
were trodden, such dances as the tango, pasea, 
and dansillo figuring on the programme, though in 
most cases those not conversant with these steps 
managed to “get away” with the one-step or fox­
trot. The supper tables were exquisitely decorated 
with a profusion of pink roses, and for the economy 
of time, or perhaps in accordance with local 
custom, plates were laid all over them, each with 
a pleasing, if startling, variety of comestibles upon 
it, while cooling “ punch ” (non-alcoholic) was 
ladled from a large barrel, over which an ener­
getic American officer of high rank presided with 
a ladle, while we approached him as suppliants 
with our mugs, as visitors do at the health-giving 
springs of Spa or Homburg. For those whose need 
was greater, there was a bar (alcoholic) downstairs, 
whilst in the hall a row of uniformed policemen 
remained impassive and seated throughout the 
night to preserve order, if that were "necessary, 
thus adding a touch of Central-American-Republi­
can colour to the entertainment. Again the 
Prince danced nearly every dance, and again there 
was a reception, and it was not until the small 
hours of Holy Thursday, when many should have 
been thinking about going to Mass, that the pro­
ceedings were brought to a close.

Then came the parting of the ways. Just after 
daybreak the Renown left her moorings, and before 
the mists of early morning were dispersed she 
could be seen from my new cabin on the fore­
mast and just under the bridge (to which mv 
belonging8 had been transferred), moving out into 
the Pacific, on her way to San Diego,° her next 
port of call. Later in the morning \he Calcutta 
also put about, and resumed her voyage; but there 
was just time before we sailed for another ramble 
through the quaint old streets of Panama (where 
one noted that a brisk trade was being done with 
the sale of lottery tickets), and for a visit to the 
Editor of “ The Workman,” a patriotic newspaper 
conducted by a British West Indian, and devoted 
mainly to the interests of his long-suffering country­
men in the Canal Zone. From him one learnt 
something of their troubles. Following a strike 
many of them had been turned out of their resi­

dences, and unemployment was rife. The men 
and their families had come down to construct the 
Panama Canal, and many could date their arrival 
from the beginning of the work by the United 
States Government. Now that the Canal was com­
pleted, there was no longer any need for so great a 
labour force, and the problem of what to do with 
it was already becoming a serious one. More 
recently the troubles of these emigrants have be­
come aggravated through the dearth of employ­
ment in the islands from which they came. In 
many cases these British West Indians have been 
domiciled in the Canal Zone for years, and few of 
their children know any other home than the 
Isthmus on which they were born. Consequently, 
the demand has become persistent for the settle­
ment of the West Indians on the land as farmers. 
This would have the advantage of drawing the 
unemployed out of the congested cities of Panama 
and Colon; but what would be preferable, from 
the Imperial standpoint, would be for the Govern­
ment of some sparsely populated West Indian 
island, or of British Guiana or British Honduras, 
to make such arrangements in respect of land 
settlement as would bring these patriotic British 
citizens once more under the shelter of the Union 
Jack.

Our return journey was not marked by any unto­
ward incident, and the Calcutta was manoeuvred 
through the locks as easily as a steam launch at 
Boulter’s on the Thames. The passage of a cruiser 
through the Canal has now become such a common­
place occurrence that it no longer attracts specta­
tors, and the comparative solitude of our surround­
ings, only broken when we would pass a tramp 
steamer or a liner with passengers, cooks, and 
stewards leaning over the rail, made the size of 
the locks the more impressive.

first British vessel to use the Canal was the 
Daldorch,” a Scottish steamer which had started 

on her voyage round the Horn from Tacoma to 
Limerick, with a cargo of 11,500 tons of wheat in 
August, 1914, just after the outbreak of war. The 
Captain, receiving a wireless message from her 
owners, diverted her through the Canal, thus sav- 
mg forty precious days on the voyage, and also, in 
all probability, his ship and cargo, s nee Von Spee 
was on the high seas at that time. For the first 
few yBars after the Canal was thrown open for 
traffic Great Britain headed the list of nationalities 
using it no fewer than 41 to 45 per cent, of the 
1 o?- w.hlch Passed through in the years 1915 to 
1917 being British. Then with the rapid develop-

, ‘C /™el?can Mercantile Marine, the 
Uni ted S tates took the lead, which they still main- 
uted’thL ? ! PCT Cent’ °f a11 the vessels which 
used the Canal last year were British. The war at 
ft had Tr ™ent„al to trafRc- but afterwards 
it had a stimulating effect, and many thousands of 
St ™ w trooPs>. besides quantities of munitions 

Of a w.er%Carried ihrougb the waterway. But 
not a single Germ an ship entered the Canal during 
imnS Ge 'l IS matter f0r ^«faction tha? th! 
wTbe see™ been’ and

(To be continued.)
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THE NAME “GUIANA.”

By Rev. James Williams.

(Continued from page 127.)

De Laet, in 1633, says that the Caribs inhabited 
the banks of the Essequibo beyond the falls and 
almost to its sources. In modern times Coudreau 
mentions at the sources of the Essequibo the streams

Yaore ” and “ Tchipe Oua,” although he also 
says :—“ Voici ce fameux rio Sipo qui fait tant 
rêver les bonnes gens de Boa Vista.” Probably 
he learnt the name “ Sipo ” from the Boa Vista 
people, but obtained the name “ Tchipe Ouâ ” from 
the Aborigines themselves. Captain Whiffen names 
on his map this part of the Essequibo thus :— 
“ Chip Wa (Essequibo R.).” On the Rupununi 
River, north of Eupukari, on the way to Karakara, 
flows a delightful little stream, whose waters are 
refreshingly cool both as-a beverage and as a bath, 
and it bears the name of “ Chip3-w3t<”* Aublet 
tells us that “ Chipa ” was the Carib name for the 
“ Icica (decandra),” a burseraceous tree, which 
Littré, in his dictionary, spells “ Chibou.” I ven­
ture to suggest that “ Sipu,” the name of the Upper 
Essequibo, represents not the Arawak “ siba,” a 
stone, but the Carib “ Chipa ” (or “ Chip3 ”), the 
resinous tree.

In “Timehri,” of June, 1887 (p. 76), Mr. Rodway 
had suggested Peter Martyr’s Haytian word 
“ guanin,” which also occurs in the quotation given 
above as :—“ a possible derivation of the word 
Guiana.”

The earliest mention of the name “ Gauyana ” 
appears to occur in connection with the year 1532, 
and with an officer of the name of Johan Gonçalez 
de Sosa. In that year (1532) Diego de Ordaz, the 
first European whose travels up the Orinoco have 
been recorded, amiably desiring the death of this 
Gonçalez, sent him alone into the interior to explore 
the country. As Gonçalez returned safely he was 
sent again, and this time with twenty companions. 
Caulin, writing in 1759, says that this party soon 
discovered the Province of Guayana, where the 
Guayanos received them as friends, and some of 
these Indians accompanied them when, after twenty 
days, they returned back to the Governor Ordaz, 
and both he and his soldiers were cheered by their 
success. Herrera, in 1601, states distinctly that 
“ Guayàna ” is the name in the language òf the 
Indians. This passage of Herrera is given in an 
English translation by Mr. Rodway as an extract 
from “ an undated manuscript in the ‘ Archives de 
Indias,’ probably written about 1580.” Tavera- 
Acosta narrates an incident, without, however, 
giving his authority for it, to the effect that when 
the natives first saw Juan Gonzalez and his twenty 
companions a little below the mouth of the Caroni 
River, they exclaimed “ Uayano,” “Uayano, ’ a- 
word which, he says, is Carib,for “pale, ’ strange, . 
“ hurtful.” In 1535 Alonso de Herrera, the next 
after Ordaz to travel up the Orinoco, was attacked 
by an Arawak chief, who had obtained for the pur­
pose the assistance of 2,000 “Guayanos, or 
“ Indios de la Provincia de Guayana. Mr.

Rod way has brought to light and given in English 
a passage from a Spanish MS., dated circa 1544, in 
which the following words occur :—“ The River 
Orinoco is large, and it is said has its source in the 
territories of Quayena, and from information re­
ceived from the Aruacas, the Province of Quayena 
is good territory and populated with native Indians 
who are very good people.”

Thus from 1532-1535 we find mentioned a land 
called “ Guayana ” (accented sometimes on the 
last syllable, sometimes on the penultimate), and a 
people called “ Guayanos,” and the conclusion has 
been drawn that these people gave their name to 
the country. Humboldt accepts this conclusion, 
and says :—“ The Guayanoes, who early in the 
sixteenth century gave their name to the whole of 
that vast province, are less intelligent, but milder, 
and more easy, if not. to civilize, at least to subju­
gate, than the Caribbees. Their language appears 
to belong to the great branch of the Caribbee and 
Tamanac tongues.” Humboldt mentions also 
another tribe of the same name dwelling in the 
thick forests of the River Parana, in the south of 
the continent.

Aristides Rojas refers to the Mariches, Indians 
who lived in the neighbourhood of Caracas, as hav­
ing a territory called “ Guayana,” and, in his 
opinion, the Guayanos, as well as the Caribs, etc., 
sprang from the Guarani nation.

Codazzi says that “ Guayana ” was so-called from 
the natives who dwelt between the Caroni and the 
Sierra Imataka. Col. G. E. Church found the same 
theory in Michelena y Rojas, and in the Encyclo­
paedia Britannica supports it with the weight of his 
great authority. And we have Dr. J. Hampden 
Porter saying :—“ There are .... Guayanos, 
after whom ‘the Large, Rich, and Bewtifull Empire 
of Guiana ’—so called by Sir Walter Raleigh—was 
named . . . .”

Pedro Simon writes sometimes of “ the Indians 
of the Province of Guayana,” sometimes of the 
“ Indians. Guayanas,” and sometimes of the 
“ Guayanos.” Carvajal, in 1648, says that the 
“ yndios guayanos ” are most friendly with the 
Spaniards, are valiant men, good Christians, and 
loyal to the King, and he thinks the reason for 
finding more of these dualities in these people than 
in the rest of the Carib Indians must be because they 
live near the city of Guayana, while the others live 
high up the river.

Codazzi says that the “ Guayanos ” used to live 
between Angostura (i.e., the present Ciudad 
Bolivar), the Yuruari, and the Sierra Imataka, the 
district occupied by the Caroni Missions of the 
Catalan Capuchins. After saying that they had 
given Guayana its name, he adds that in his day 
they, with the Caribs, Guaicas, Aruacas, Barma- 
gotos, and Arinagotos, formed thè actual popula­
tion of the Canton Upata.

(To be concluded.)

Notf.— The “e” turned ' upside down is the phonetic 
sa mhol for the vowel sound in French “ je.”

‘ p || references to the authorities named m the above 
paper were given, but lack of space has prevented their 

insertion.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
Edit-01’ will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Canadian Manufacturers in Bahamas.

The party of Canadian manufacturers who are 
making a tour of the West Indies arrived at Nassau 
on February 21st, and were welcomed by Mr. R. H. 
Curry, Commercial Agent for Canada, and Hon. G. 
H. Gamblin, local manager for the Royal Bank of 
Canada, whilst Mrs. Lofthouse, M.B.E., President of 
the National Chapter of the Daughters of the Empire, 
met the ladies of the Party. In the evening the mem­
bers watched an amateur performance of “ Mrs. 
Temple’s Telegram ” in St. Andrew’s Hall, under 
the stage management of Mr. R. B. Shepherd, assis­
ted by Hon. Faith Dawnay, who is the guest of the 
Governor and Lady Cordeaux. After a conference 
on the following day with the Chamber of Commerce, 
the members of the delegation embarked on the 
Canadian Fisher for Jamaica. The Very Rev. P. J. 
Hayes, D.D., Archbishop of New York, in whose 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction the Bahamas is included, 
has arrived in the Colony on an official visit.

Frequent Showers in Barbados.

After the dry weather at the end of January, there 
were frequent welcome showers during February. 
The young crop, says the Advocate, is springing up 
well everywhere, but little supplying being needed. 
In the case of the few factories that had started reap­
ing by the middle of February, the results were very 
poor, the juice being weak and giving trouble in 
manufacture. The colony of Poles, for whom there 
was no more coppersmith work to do, have taken 
their departure for Cuba. They formed a peaceful 
and picturesque community, and excellent workmen, 
“ but their charges,” says the Advocate, “ did not 
suit a place like Barbados.”—On February 15th, in the 
presence of a record attendance, the impressive cere­
mony of presenting the King’s Colours to the Twelfth 
Battalion of the British West Indies Regiment was 
performed by His Excellency Sir Charles O’Brien 
who was accompanied by his A.D.C., Lieut C S b’ 
Swmley, R.N. The Volunteers, under Hon ’sir 
Frederick Clarke, K.C.M.G.; the Police under Cap­
tain J. R. Anderson; ex-members of the B.W.I., under 
Captain Reed, the Cadet Corps under Captain Allan 
Collymore; and the Boy Scouts under Scout­
master Barrow, all turned out in force, the com- 
bjned parade being commanded by Colonel Harrell, 
rhe dedication of the colours was carried out by the 
Bishop. After a stirring address from the Governor 
a tablet was erected in the Volunteer Drill Hall in 
honour of fallen members of the force.—The House 
of Assembly has rejected the recommendation to ap- 

expert, as also the suggestion 
that the Governor’s income should be exempt from 
tax_—¿3,000 has been paid for Chancery Lane Plan­
tation of 300 acres (of which 140 are arable) in the 
parish of Christ Church.

Some Help for British Guiana Sugar.

At a meeting of the Combined Court on Februarv 
17th, on the motion of Hon. J. Hampden King (Act­
ing Colonial Secretary) a resolution authorising as­
sistance to the Sugar Industry was carried. Loans 
up to a maximum of ten dollars per ton of sugar 
manufactured are guaranteed to estates approved by 
the Governor, interest to be at one per cent over

Bank rate, but not to exceed seven per cent. The 
time given for repayment of advances to the bank 
or other approved lender is three years. If the estate 
proprietor has not repaid in this period, the Govern­
ment becomes liable to do so, and the estates pro­
prietor is allowed a further seven years in which 
to repay the Government. Seconding the motion, 
Hon. R. E. Brassington said that quite 70 per cent, 
of the estates would avail themselves of the aid pro­
posed. To his mind, the visit of the Indian delegates 
was fraught with greater importance to the sugar 
industry even than that of Mr. Wood, as apart alto­
gether from the price of sugar, the acreage under 
cane had been steadily decreasing. Asked to what 
extent the Colony would be pledged, the Governor 
replied that if 100,000 tons were produced, the amount 
would be about ¿240,000 within the next 18 months, 
adding that he would be very glad to see 150,000 
tons produced, in which case the Colony would be 
faced wth a sum of ¿300,000. Being secured as they 
would be, there could be no eventual loss to the 
Colony.—The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
have been informed by the Government that, in view 
of the small area of land under cotton cultivation, 
it is not proposed to set up a Government gin. In 
order to encourage the industry, however, the Labora­
tory Compound of the Department of Agriculture 
is to be planted with Sea Island Buck cotton hybrids, 
so that sufficient seed may be available for farmers 
requiring it. Mr. C. C. Toppin has been appointed 
Hon. Secretary of the Chamber in succession to Mr. 
T. E. Guy, who has gone to England.—Under the 
direction of Professor W. Beebe, the fifth expedition 
despatched by the Department of Tropical Research 
of the New York Zoological Society, has arrived in 
the Colony for further scientific work at the Kartabo 
Station. The personnel includes two artists.—Canon 
A. M. B. Jemmott has been the recipient of numerous 
marks of esteem on his departure from the Colony, 
where he has spent 30 years of his priesthood.—Cor­
respondence has recently passed between the Gover­
nor and the British Ambassador to Brazil regarding 
the possibility of connecting the Brazilian railways 
with the British Guiana system. It appears that 
there is a concession in existence for a railway from 
the Port of Manaos to Boa Vista on the River Branco, 
but there is little likelihood of its construction in the 
near future, although a road is at present being made 
between these two points.—In connection with the 
diamond boom, the Argosy estimates that there are 
2,500 men engaged in this industry in the Mazaruni. 
—The obituary list includes the name of Mr. J. J. 
Rodrigues, a highly-respected merchant of Water 
Street.

Harbour Improvements at Belize.

His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by the 
Acting Chief Justice and Mrs. Francis, has paid a 
visit to Stann Creek in H.M.S. Mutine. The cam­
paign against mosquitoes is to be extended to Coro­
zal and Walk in the North, employees of the Yellow 
Fever Executive Commission being lent for this pur­
pose, according to the Clarion.

Hon. A. R. Usher, writing on February 23rd, states 
that the question of the reduction of the Export dutv 
on Chicle came up recently in the Legislative Coun­
cil, but it was decided to allow it to remain at 3 cents 
per lb. for the present. The Government have en­
tered into a contract with the Jefferson Construction 
Co., of New Orleans, to dredge and deepen the Bar 
of the Belize River, making a revetment and erecting 
a warehouse on Fort George. This when completed
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will be a great improvement, as it will allow vessels 
drawing about nine feet of water to come across the 
bar, where there is hardly three feet of water at 
present.—The Governor is now preparing his budget 
and considerable interest is being taken in the ques­
tion of adjustment of salaries which will be considered 
shortly.

Jamaica and the East Asiatic Co.

His Excellency Sir Leslie Probyn has appointed 
His Honour R. T. Orpen chairman, and Lieut-Colonel 
J. E. Green, D.S.O., and Mr. R. H. Isaacs membe® 
of a Commission of Enquiry into the circumstances 
of the collision between police and soldiers on Feb­
ruary 17th, 18th and 19th, as reported in last Circular. 
The arrival, on February 23rd, of the Danish oil-burn­
ing ship Virginia (1,000 tons) belonging to the East 
Asiatic Company, whose local agents are Messrs. Fred 
Myers and Son, inaugurated a new monthly service 
between St. Thomas, Santo Domingo, Hayti and 
Jamaica.—A serious fire broke out at May Pen in the 
morning of March ¿th, destroying the store of Messrs. 
Heffes Acar and Fadil, where the outbreak originated, 
together with three adjoining shops and a dwelling 
house.

Leewards’ Governor in St. Kitts.

The St. Kitts (Basseterre) Sugar Factory commenced 
crop on February 13th, wrote Mr. E. J. Shelford on 
March 3rd, and work was proceeding smoothly, 
labourers having accepted the lower rates of wages, 
which were inevitable owing to the depressed condi­
tion of the sugar industry. The Factory Company 
hope to handle about 10,000 tons of canes from estates 
in the neighbourhood of Sandy Point by means of 
water transport to Basseterre, and they are utilising 
the Government wharf at Sandy Point together with 
another which the Government has built at Godwin 
Sliant, about two miles further down the coast, for the 
purpose. The weather was dry when Mr. Shelford 
wrote, with persistent high winds, which are ripening- 
up the canes, so that it is necessary to reap the crops 
as speedily as possible.—H.E. the Governor and Lady 
Fiennes arrived in the Island on ¿th February, re­
siding at Government House, His Honour the Admin­
istrator and Mrs. Burdon having removed to Old 
Government House. Their Excellencies have been 
moving about amongst all classes of the community 
and have created a most favourable impression. A 
reception at Government House on February 21st and 
a ball next evening were most successful and much 
enjoyed. February 28th was declared a public holiday 
to celebrate the marriage of Princess Mary, when the 
Governor was present at aquatic sports and distri­
buted the prizes.—The new session of the Legislative 
Council was opened at the Court House on March 1st, 
when the draft Estimates were introduced and passed 
without amendment. The revenue has been estimated 
at ¿82,520, and the expenditure at ¿82,174, leaving 
rather a precarious credit balance of ¿34$. To meet 
the decreased revenue, due principally to the falling 
off of the Export Duty returns, slight increases have 
been made in taxation, and a Finance Ordinance was 
passed at this sitting. While the various schedule 
rates on incomes are low, the bill showed signs of 
hurried drafting, but unofficial criticism was silenced 
by the assurance of the Governor that 111 order to 
consider amendments the Bill would be introduced 
into Committee again before the commencement ot 
another financial year. The attention of the Govern-
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ment was drawn by Unofficials to the unduly high 
cost of the Presidency’s Federal contribution, 
amounting to ¿7,437 for the ensuing year.

Tobago Cacao Prospects.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on February 28th, 
records frequent showers, the vegetation growing 
almost as in the rainy season. The cacao trees per­
sist in throwing out fresh flushes of leaves, which 
practically wùpe out the young fruit, leaving few pods 
to reach maturity for the crop ending June 30th. A 
fairly good picking is expected for March-April, but 
the prospects thereafter are still very doubtful. How­
ever, with the rise in prices, planters are more cheer­
ful.—Mrs. Bruce Archibald has left for London.—Rev. 
F. R. Hammond is again resident in Tobago.—The 
death is reported of Mrs. Benjamin Lees, of the Whim, 
at an advanced age.

The Chacachacane Leper Settlement.

Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn, writing on February 25th, 
states that the opening of the 1922 Session of the 
Legislative Council on February 17th was preceded 
by the consecration, in the grounds of the Govern­
ment Buildings, of the King’s Colours of the 8th Bat­
talion of the British West Indies Regiment. After 
the ceremony had been performed by Dean Holt, 
Anglican Chaplain, and Father La Marre, R.C. Chap­
lain, the Colours were installed in the Legislative 
Council Chamber, in the presence of the assembled 
Council and of a number of prominent citizens. His 
Excellency Sir Samuel H. Wilson, in thé speech in 
which he opened the session, after alluding to the 
unfavourable financial position occasioned by the 
world-wide trade depression which necessitated strict 
economy, stated that while the actual revenue for 
1921 fell short of the estimate by some ¿25,500, a 
saving in expenditure of ¿33,500 was effected, mak­
ing the surplus balance ¿8,000 more than the estimate. 
A start had been made with water-supply schemes 
for certain of the country districts, and a separate 
prison’ for juvenile offenders was being erected, but 
it was necessary to postpone some important public 
works and suspend work on others which had already 
been begun. Provision is to be made for continuing 
t > develop the road system, and the Government 
will continue to expedite the proving of oil-bearing 
lands in order that land not required by the Oil Com­
panies may be released for agricultural purposes. The 
chief legislation foreshadowed was a bill to consolidate 
the law relating to marriages and a permanent Income 
Tax Ordinance.

Mr. George Kemsley, who has been appointed to 
the vacancy in the Legislative Council, created by 
the resignation of Mr. Fuller, took his seat for the 
first time. The Governor, in Executive Council has 
made rules for the regulation of the new Leper Settle­
ment at Chacachacare, and Mr. F. J. McLeon, a re­
tired Public Official, has been appointed Resident 
Superintendent from March 1st, by which time about 
100 lepers will have been settled there. The Anglican 
Svnod at which the Bishop of Trinidad delivered his 
annual charge, was held at All Saints Parish Room 
on Wednesday, February 22nd.

The total sugar production of the British West 
Indies, including British Guiana for 1921-22 is 
estimated by Messrs. Willett and Gray at 285,500 

tons.
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Trinidad Spies Oil Company.

The Trinidad Spies Oil Company has been registered 
with a nominal capital of £80,000 in £1 shares, to acquire 
petroleum or oil-bearing lands in Trinidad, or elsewhere. 
The first directors are Mr. J. A. Bryce, of 35, Bryanston 
Square, chairman of the Spies Petroleum Company, Mr. 
G. Gunnell-M.ilne, Mr. H. G. Trew, and Mr. A. Green.

The Bank of IVova Scotia.
An outstanding feature of the 90th annual report of 

this bank, which is the second oldest Canadian Chartered 
Bank, and one of the largest institutions in the Dominion, 
is an addition of $1,000,000 to reserve, making a total of 
$19,000,000, as compared with $9,700,000 of capital. The 
net profits of $2,111,733 were less than for the previous 
year, but substantially above those for 1919. Dividends 
were paid at the rate of 16 per cent., and a substantial 
sum written off, in addition to allowance for pension and 
taxation. The strong position of the bank is apparent in 
that out of total assets of $225,306,398, there is as large 
a sum as $131,795,872 in immediately available resources, 
against total liabilities to the public of $195,739,396, the 
ratio being 67.33 per cent.—an unusually high percentage for 
a bank to report. It has a widespread chain of branches 
throughout Canada and Newfoundland; offices at New 
York, Chicago and Boston; also in Porto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic, and at Havana, Cuba; and as well 
has eleven branches in Jamaica—the Kingston office having 
been established over thirty years ago.

CORRESPONDENCE.
The views expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.
Medicinal Value of Lime Oil.

Sir,—For as much as I know that you are deeply 
interested in West Indian affairs generally, I take 
the liberty of mentioning the following in the in­
terests of both my fellow lime-growers and the readers 
of your valuable Circular.

Lately, in the course of conversation with an old 
W.I. planter, he declared to me that the medicinal 
properties of hand-pressed lime oil, used both in­
ternally (in minute doses) and externally were very 
numerous and effective indeed, and in support of his 
assertion he enumerated quite a number of cases for 
which this oil is practically a cure.

Naturally, it has been impossible for me to ascer­
tain how far he is right, but I can assure all those 
interested that when applied externally and rubbed 
gently into the skin this oil is a wonderful relief 
for asthma, influenza, bronchitis, rheumatism, neu­
ralgia, gout and all such complaints, also for various 
skin troubles, as both myself and members of mv 
family have used it with complete success and satis­
faction, and also friends to whom I recommended 
it have reported satisfactorily results.

Trusting you will mention this in the Circular, 
Yours faithfully,

Antony Gloumeau.

DEATH.
Rey.—At Landsome, Anguilla, on March 22nd, 1922, 

Susan, aged 78, widow of the late Wager Rey, Esq., of St. 
Martin’s. Amongst the large family who mourn her loss 
are Mrs. G. B. Mason and Carter Rey, Esq., of Anguilla 
and St. Martin’s.

Sugar for Brewing.

Mr. Hilton Young informed Mrs. Wintringham, 
on March 23rd, that the quantity of sugar (including 
its equivalent of syrups, glucose and saccharin) used 
in the United Kingdom for the brewing of beer dur­
ing the year ending September 30, 1921, was 1,873,525 
cwts. and that no sugar, but 278,578 cwts. of molasses, 
was used for distilling during the same period.

The Imperial Institute.

Mr. Churchill informed Sir Harry Brittain, on 
March 16th, that the contributions to the Imperial 
Institute in respect of the current year were approxi­
mately as follows : —

£
Imperial Government (direct) ... ... 10,000
Dominions and India .......................... 9,650
Colonies, Protectorates, Egypt and

Sudan ... ... ... ... ... 21,150

Making a total of £40,800. In 1920-21 the indirect con­
tributions of the Imperial Government had beenZ’15.647.

The Distillers Protest.

Mr. Hilton Young stated on March 22nd, in answer 
to Mr. Hannon, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had received a petition from the Highland distillers 
submitting that the Spirit Duty of 72s. 6d. per proof 
gallon had threatened the Scotch trade with complete 
disaster, and also other representations as to the 
effects of the present Spirit Duty. As regards the 
question of a reduction, however, he was unable to 
anticipate the Budget statement.

[Amongst the “ other representations ” must be in­
cluded one from The West India Committee, acting 
on behalf of the rum producers of the West Indies.]

On March 23rd Mr. Hannon again drew attention 
to memoranda which had been sent to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer by the Whisky Association, the 
Distillers’ Company, and the United Distillery, Ltd., 
P'ointing out that the Spirits Duty, which was now 
72s. 6d., had been in 1913 14s. gd. per proof gallon, 
and was now, therefore, 18 times the average selling 
price of new whisky, a rate of taxation borne bv no 
other article subject to Excise duty, and asking for 
a reduction in the duty to 50s. per proof gallon.

Lime Juice for the Navy.

Mr. Ormsby-Gore asked, on March 14th, the Par­
liamentary Secretary to the Admiralty whether the 
contract formerly existing between Messrs. Rose and 
Company and the Admiralty for the supply of British 
West Indian lime juice for the Navy was now ter­
minated ; whether this contract had been replaced by 
a contract for a similar supply of Italian lemon jui^ 
from Sicily; if so, for how many years this contract 
was to run; and whether the interests of British 
Colonial lime producers would be borne in mind 
before any further contract was entered into?—Mr. 
Amery replied : No long period contracts are made 
for Biitish West Indian lime juice or Italian lemon 
juice. The former is still purchased in quantities as 
required, and a considerable contract was, in fact, 
placed with Messrs. Rose and Company in January 
last. No lemon juice has been purchased since 
January, 1920, when a certain amount was obtained 
from Messrs. Rose for the purposes of an investigation 
into its anti-scorbutic properties. The answer to the 
last part of the question is in the affirmative.
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Ingoma, London, 
March loth
Mr. w. Ault
Mr. H. Andrade
Mr. & Mrs. Ammon 
The Misses Ainsworth 
Mr. A. Archibald 
Mr. it Misses Atkins (2) 
Mr. H. Bulman 
Mr. W. Bulman 
Hon. A. G. Bell,

C.M.G., & Mrs. Bell 
Mr. F. Conyers 
Commander & Mrs. P.

Fairfield 
Mr. J. Falconer,

F.R.G.S. 
Captain Curtis Gallup 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Grannum & fam. 
Capt. H. Giles 
Mrs. F. Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. R. Hodgens 
. & fam.

Miss A. Horne 
Mrs. A Hodge 
Miss A. Humby 
Miss M. Henderson 
Mr. H. Holmes 
Mrs. D. Harries 
Mrs- B. Johnson 
Mrs. D. Jenkinson & 

child
Mr. H. Livingstone 
Mr- & Mrs. J. Laing 
Mr. W. Lessey 
Mrs. L. Laffitte 
Mr. Stephen McKenna 
Mr. Stair McHarrie 
Mr. A. Massey 
Dr. K Mrs. E. P.

Minett & child

Sir Charles & Lady 
Major 

Hon. Hugh McLelländ 
Miss D. Murry 
Miss A. Major 
Dr. R. Nathaniel 
Mr. T. & M iss Prentice 
Mr. & Mrs. E.

Percival 
Major T. Phillips 
Dr. F. Rooke 
Mr. T. Roy 
Mrs. C. Reid 
Mr. J. Stanton 
Dr. L. Sharples 
Mr. K. Stewart 
Miss B. Stoby 
Mr. H. Thorne 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Thomas 

& fam. 
Mr. A. Wilson

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To

Jamaica
From

Bristol
Packet

... Patuca
Sailing

... Apr. 4VV est Indies ... London ... Ingoma
B dos & T’dad... Liverpool ... Antillian ••• M 8Jamaica Bristol ... Catnito 10Jamaica Liverpool ... Greenbrier ... „ 11J amaica Liverpool ... Median ... ” 13

Trinidad
G’ada, T’dad &

Bordeaux ... Perou ... Apr. 6

Demerara New York ... Maraval 25
West Indies Halifax ... Chaleur ... „ 25
B'mas, J’aca &
B. H'das Montreal ... Canadian Fisher May 10

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Visitors from the West Indies are invited to register their addresses 
at the West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C. 
By doing so they will facilitate the forwarding of their correspond 
ence. Among those at present registered are:—

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Changuinola, 
March 21st :—
Mr. J. H. F. A.

Chandler
Rev. F. R. Cocks
Miss E. A. Cocks

Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H.

Hooper
Mr. R. A. Hooper
Mr. J. Hooper

Mr. C. G. Hansford 
Mr. J. C. Knollys 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Laurence
Miss M. L. Wright

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Coronado, 
March 27th :—
Mr. & Mrs. R. C.

de Mercado 
Re*. S. C. Gordon 
Sir George Haysom

Mrs. Savile E. Hudson 
Captain R. F. Mitchell 
Rev. & Mrs. T. B.

Prentice

Mr. A. Sinclair
Mr. G. M. Slater
Mr. Harold Williamson
Mr.Herbert Williamson

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth, March
Lord & Lady 

Athlumney 
Mrs. Anderson 
Capt. W. H. Burt 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Babin 
Mr. E. J. Brooks 
Mr. E. J. Brooks, jnr. 
Mr. Frank Carr 
Mf. G. D. Cobbett 
Dr. Thomas Gann 
Mr. Geo. Geeson 
Mr. A. H. Gibson 
Rev. & Mrs. Gifford & 

fam. 
Mr. & Mrs. D. M.

Glasbrook 
Mr. Victor Haywood

from Jamaica, 
19th
Miss O. Harrison 
Miss G. Keeling 
Mrs. & Miss Lindo 
Mr. G. S. Lysaght 
Major H. McDonald 
The Misses McDonald 

(2)
Mr. W. C. Mason 
Mr. W. R. Murray 
Miss M. Miles 
Mr. J. P. McElwee 
Rev. F. Martelli 
Rev. G. Misieri 
Mr. R. Norton 
Sir Fred & Lady

Painter 
Mr. & the Hon. Mrs.

F. J. Press

in R.M.S. Coronado,

Miss A. Round
Miss L. C. Ryman
Rev. G. Reyneri
Mr. T. A. Rodriguez 
Mr. & Mrs. C.

Strachan
Mr. & Mrs. S. Silvera 
Miss O. Silvera 
Mr- & Mrs. F. Sims-

Williams
Mr. A. Seminario 
Air. S. W. Sykes 
Mr. & Mrs. A- Urbano

& fam.
Mr- T. Verdaguez
Mrs. D. M. Whitelock 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolryche

Whitmore

Mr. F. H. Alcock 
Mrs. S. Archer 
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey 
Mr- L- Lambert Bell 
Hon. A. G. Bell, C.M.G. 
Brigadier-General J. A. Bell

Smythe, C.B., C.M.G.
Mr. B. Bonyun 
Mr. A. E- Bratt 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. Gerald O. Case 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke. B A..M.B. 
Mr- H. S. Cox 
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas 
Mr. Thomas Dunlop 
Mr- W- P. Ebbels 
Mr. C. G. S. Elvey 
Mr. F. J Evans 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson 
Hon- H. Ferguson 
Mr- J- J. Franco 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Mr. E- P- Gladwin 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. T. E. Guy

Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G.
Mr. E- E- C. Hosack
Mr. W. P. Humphrey
Mr. W. K. A. J. C. Hunter
Mr. T. W. Innes
Mr. Frank H. Johnson
Mr. J. P. Kirkness 
Air- H. N. Leacock 
Mr- Dugald MacPhail 
Mr. D. Luckie Matthew 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
His Hon. Mr. Justice W. P.

Micheliu
Mr. R. Nicol
Mr. J. H. Rapsey
Lieut. W. M. Richards
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I.
Mr. D. Hops Ross
Mr. L. A. Ryan 
Mr. C. B. Sayles 
Mr. Ivan J. Scott 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Mr. R. Strang 
Dr. The Hon. H. A. Tempany 
Mr. A. C. Thomas 
Air. E. M. Walcott 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C.
Mr. G. A. Yearwood

Mr. V. C. Hanschell
Mr. John M.Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.
Mr. A. M. Reid, South Cerney, Cirencester. Glos.
Mr. H. Blin Stoyle. Crediton, Devon.

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to West 
March 25th :—
Mr. A. Aberdeen 
Dr. & Mrs. Aitken 
Miss Boilers 
Captain & Mrs.

E. G. M. Buckly 
Mr. G. O. Case 
Mr. G. Davies 
Viscount Dunsford 
Colonel & Mrs. Evans

Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Oranje Nassau,

Mr. Fairbrother 
Mr. A. Gee 
Mr. & Mrs. Humphrys 
Miss A. Jones
Mr. J. Lovell
Mr. D. Lovell
Mr. M. Mitchell 
Mr. A. D. Napier 
The Misses Packer (2) 
Mr. R. E. J. Paul

Mr. & Mrs. Pedrique 
The AI isses Pedrique (2) 
Mr. F. Planchat 
Mr. C. Prescod 
Major M. Robertson 
Mr. A. V. Speight 
Mr. H. Weber 
Mr. E. B. Williams 
Miss Winter

Div.

10 %

8 %

Home Arrivals
Plymouth, March 25th :—

from West Indies, in s.s. Venezuela,

Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 %
3i %

s I
3*
3
4
4
3

The Colonial Bank

Redeemable 1919-44 
1925-42 — 

„ 1935 ...
,, 1923-45 ...

1917-42 —
,, .. 1934 -

1919-49 ...
1922-44 ...

„ 1919-44 ...
1917-42 ...
1922-44 ...

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Mr. L. Blackman
Mr. & Mrs. Percy Brunt 
Mr. P. J. Brunt 
Mr. D. G. Brunt 
Mr. L. M. J. Brennan 
Mr. R. J. Burrel 
Mr. H. Donnan
Mr. J. B. Farmer,F.R.S.
Mr. Forrester
Mr. R. J Frostick 
Mr. Ä Miss Hayward

Miss AL H. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. P. McDonald 
Mr. W. Moore 
Mr. it Mrs. A. Morgan 
Mr. F. Parsons 
Mr. J. R- Prentice 
Mr. P. O Reilly 
Mrs. & Miss Pereira 
Mr. H. C. Prevatt 
Mr. C. L. Reed 
Mr. & Mr . P. H.

Ribeiro

Miss A. J. Rice 
Mr. F. Robertson 
Air. D. Hope Ross 
Air. F. Russell 
Mr. W. J. C. Scrutton 
Air. & Mrs. G. Moody 

Stuart
Aliss AI. S. Toko 
Air. J. Winter 
Aliss J. M. Witter
Miss Dolfe Wyllarde

10 %

5%

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar..............  ..........................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ... ..............
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/..................................
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ... ..............
Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd., 10/- — •*
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd- (£1) -- -
United British Oilfields of Trinidad. Ltd. ... 
General Petroleum of Trinidad.........................

Direct West India Cable Co- ... ........................
W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary — ••
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-, 6% Cum. 1st. Pref. 
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. .. ¿“d „
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 5% Debentures---

Latest 
prices.
80-82 
73-78 
84-86 
62-64 
77-79 
86-88 
73-75 
61-63 
78-80 
82-84 
69-71

6 -6/

84-89

103-108
1/-
4/-

32/21
/10i

65/-
1/3

26/6
12/-
5/9

Li 
11-1* 
li-H 

69-74
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone—
Central 6642.

T elegrams—
“ Carib. London."

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

March 28 th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 4> per cent, as from February 16th.

EXCHANGE. Value of the X Sterling.

In U.S.A. ...
France

.. Belgium

., Italy

Mar 14th 
£ s. d.

18 2
1 18 10
2 1 8
3 9 8

Mar 28th 
£ s. d.
17111 

1 18 6
2 1 5
3 12 0

In Spain ... 
Germany

,, Austria 
Holland

Mar. 14th Mar .28th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.
12 0 12 4

55 8 0 72 9 0
1374 0 0 1332 0 0

19 0 19 2

The value of the gold sovereign is £1 2s. 5d.

SUGAR. The New York market showed great strength 
during the earlier part of the fortnight, sales of Cuban 
96 deg. having been effected on March 21st at 4.11c. duty 
paid, equivalent to 2.33c. f.o.b. A reaction then set in, 
prices declining until the spot value on the 25th was 3.86c., 
equal to 2.08 f.o.b., with sales for the first and latter part of 
April at 3.92c. and 3.98c. respectively. There was no 
change in the spot market yesterday, but Cubans for April 
delivery were bought at 4.04c. Future market quotations 
were: May 2.55, July 2.72, September 2.88.

In the home market the fortnight commenced with strong 
demand, and on the 20th refiners advanced their price 1/- 
per cwt., causing a corresponding rise in other kinds. In 
sympathy, however, with New York, the market became 
quieter and demand slackened, refiners in the latter part 
of the week reducing their prices by 6d. a cwt. Quotations 
yesterday were: London granulated, 48/6; American granu­
lated, spot, 47/9; Continental granulated, 2O‘/7| to 21/1| 
f.o^b.; West Indian crystallised, 42/3 to 44/6; yellow imita­
tions, 43/-; white Mauritius, spot, 44/9 to 45/-. The price 
ot Cuban 96 deg. was 13/4| c.i.f., equal to about 12/3 
f.o.b. '

In the terminal market values were: 96 deg., May and 
July and September, 14/3; white, May and Julv. 19/6 
September, 19/71. z ’

Willett and Gray report that the Java exports from April 
1st to February 28th have amounted to 1,480,000 tons, as 
against 1,312,582 tons, and 1,328,934 tons for the corres­
ponding periods of 1921 and 1920 respectively. The dif­
ferent direction of the Java 1921-22 exports is shown by 
the exports to the U.S.A, ports, and Europe only being 
140,000 as against 730,575 tons in the 1920-1921 ” period 
The present countries to which large exports of this cron 
have been made are Hong Kong, Japan, and India, the 
latter country up to December 31st having taken no less 
than ;>98,256 tons. The February exports were entirely to 
eastern countries.

Himely, under date March 11th, states that the free 
J0111 old and new sugars in Cuba since 

the first of the year, together with the improvement in 
havm? a good general effect throughout the island, 

and the crop is not now to be interfered with by any re­
striction of production or of exports.

The West Indian 
18th were :—

sugar statistics in London on March

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
3,543
6,671
1,567

1921.
6,291

10,978
3,717

1920.
11,190 Tons

7,526 „
11,800 „

RUM- There has been some enquiry for two to three- 
year-old Jamaicas of good quality, resulting in business, but 
prices have not been reported. The little interest shown by 
buyers m new rum has been confined to the arrival market

The stocks in London on March 18th w ere :—
1922

Jamaica ... ... 11,006
Demerara ... 19,303
Total of all kinds 39,805

1921
9,018 

15,968 
35,182

1920
6,883 Puns.

11,928 „
26,985 „

CACAO generally is quiet. A fair business has been 
done in fine Grenada at 60/- to 61/-. Fine Trinidad is in 
small supply, and has sold at 74/- to 75/-, or to arrive, 62/- 
c. & f. Fine Jamaica is quoted nominally at 58/-, or fancy, 
62/-.

The stocks in London on March 18th were:—
1922. 1921. 1920.

Trinidad.............. 5,410 22,494 20,219 Bags.
Grenada.............. 14,807 21,360 16,349 „
Total of all kinds 100,631 190,951 139,385 „

ARROWROOT. A moderate business is passing. Prices 
are unchanged at 3|d. to 7|d., according to quality.

BALATA. The market, in the absence of demand, is 
nominal, with West Indian sheet quoted at 3/3 to 3/4 spot.

BAY OIL is unchanged, remaining inactive with buyers 
expecting lower prices. The nominal quotation is 10/- to 11/-.

COFFEE generally is steady, with a good demand for 
home-made qualities, but export is slow, as prices—due to 
adverse exchange rates—are too high for Continental 
operators. On the fortnight there has been more demand 
for Jamaica, and low-middling in barrels has sold at 85/- to 
100/6. Good to fine ordinary is quoted at 65/- to 70/-, and 
small sales of this quality have recently been made at 69/-.

COPRA is dull. West Indian f.m.s. is valued at £25 10s. 
c.i.f. U.K., or £26 c.i.f. Holland or Germany.

COTTON. Since our last report, West Indian Sea 
Island has been in fair request, and prices are unchanged 
at: medium 23d., fine 31d., and extra fine 40d.

HONEY. The market is very dull. Dark to good dull 
setting is valued at 32/6 to 45/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is easier 
with bids invited. Distilled is steady at 2/2 to 2/3 for good. 
Lime Juice. There is no change in Concentrated. Sales of 
old Jamaica raw have been made at 1/10 to 2/- per gallon, 
and really good new juice would sell well.

LOGWOOD. Limited trading has been done at steady 
prices. Spot is valued at about £9 per ton.

ORANGE OIL. Sweet is dearer, with sales on the spot 
up to 10/-, but Bitter is unchanged.

RUBBER is steady but quiet at 8|d. spot for crepe and 
sheet. r

SPICES. The market for Pimento both on the spot 
and to arrive, has been quite lifeless since the date of last 
Summary. Nearly all the Ginger arriving is sold, and the 
last quotations are unchanged. At the last auctions West 
Indian Nutmegs met with a fairly good demand, but a 
large proportion was wormy, and in consequence prices were 
rather irregular. Mace at auction met with good demand 
and was rather dearer.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.

The following cablegrams have been received regarding 
the weather in the West Indies:—

Demerara (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.), 
March 24th Weather too dry.” Jama ca (The Direct

India Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended March 16th:—
Port Antonio, fair; Kingston, fine.”
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April 12th, 1922

DUTY FREE “HOME-GROWN” SUGAR.
UR friends associated with the movement for 

the production of sugar from beetroot in 
the United Kingdom are to be congratu­

lated upon the success which has attended their 
efforts to secure the remission of the excise duty 
on home-produced sugar. In the House of Com­
mons, on March 30th, Sir Arthur Boscawen, 
M.P., Minister of Agriculture, announced that the 
Government had decided that in view of the excep­
tional circumstances of the new industry of sugar­
beet, and the condition of unemployment in this 
country, no excise duty would be charged on home- 
grown sugar, and that the necessary provision for 
the removal of the existing duty would be made 
in the Finance Bill of this Session. He added that 
it was, of course, impossible to bind any future 
Government—a statement which evoked cheers 
from the Labour benches—but that, in view of 
the fact that the remission of excise was intended 
to assist a new industry during the experimental 
period, it might be hoped that Parliament would 
not reimpose any excise duty until the industry 
had been firmly established. This statement was 
received with cheers, and there is no reason to 
doubt that the proposals of the Government to re­
mit the excise duty on sugar will be accepted by 
the House of Commons. From the summary 
which we publish elsewhere it will be seen that 

the history of sugar-production in the United King­
dom has not hitherto been encouraging. Indeed, 
the failure of successive experiments which have 
been carried out intermittently from 1831 onwards 
have conclusively proved that a sugar-industry 
cannot be established in England without protec­
tion. It now remains to be seen whether the 
action of the Government, in supporting the in­
dustry by fiscal protection, as, in the case of the 
Kelham enterprise, it has already done by financial 
assistance and dividend guarantees, will result in 
sugar being included in the staple industries of the 
United Kingdom. As the sugar duties now stand, 
the fiscal protection afforded to home-grown beet 
will amount to £25 13s. 4d. per ton, or 2fd. per 
lb. against foreign sugar, and £21 7s. 9d. per 
ton, or 2]d. per lb. against colonial sugar. The 
present capacity of the existing sugar factories in 
England is understood to be in the neighbourhood 
of 15,000 tons of sugar per annum. This is such 
a small amount as to be negligible, as compared 
with a normal consumption of 1,800,000 tons in the 
United Kingdom; but protected to such an extent 
there is no saying how far the movement may not 
develop, and colonial producers would be hardly 
human if they did not consider that they, too, 
should also receive more favourable tariff treat 
ment. They see the sugar of Porto Rico, Hawaii 
and the Philippines entering the United States free 
of duty, and they naturally consider that their 
mother country should do for them what the United 
States is doing for the tropical territories under 
her flag.

THE CENSUS OF 1921 AND EMIGRATION.

IN the present issue we are able to publish, for 
the first time, the complete totals of the 
Census returns for the British West Indian 

Islands, British Guiana, and British Honduras, 
which were taken last year, The West India 
Committee having obtained from the Colonies by 
cable the figures hitherto lacking. It is shown 
that, taking the West Indian Islands as a whole, 
the population in April, 1921, was 1,734,972, as 
compared with 1,688,494 and 1,577,542 at the two 
last censuses taken in 1911 and 1961 respectively. 
Adding to these the figures for British Guiana and 
British Honduras, the grand totals for what might 
be termed “the Greater British West Indies 
become 2,077,980 for 1921, 2,024,993 for 1911, and 
1 910,917 for 1901. It must be admitted that this 
result is disappointing, the increase being far below 
what it should be in normally healthy and prosper­
ous communities. Particularly disconcerting is 
the return for British Guiana, indicating as it does 
that in spite of immigration, the population is 
practically stationary, a circumstance which points
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tc. the complete failure of immigration schemes 
up till now. On this subject, it will be recalled that 
Mr. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G., the Colonial Secre­
tary of the Colony, had something to say in his 
valuable 66 Report on the Condition of the Colony 
of British Guiana during the Great War,” which 
was presented to the Combined Court in 1919. 
In that document he laid stress on the fact that, 
despite artificial additions by immigration, the in­
crease in the population during the five preceding 
years had been at the rate of only .4 per thousand, 
and he attributed this failure of immigration to its 
having been neither initiated nor yet pursued in 
the interests of colonisation. “The planters needed 
adult male labourers, and were therefore indifferent 
to the low percentage of females introduced.'” 
Moreover, “the labour required by the sugar estates 
fluctuated,” and the planters did not trouble to 
maintain “the steady annual demand which might 
have served to accustom the minds of the labour­
ing classes in India and South China to the idea 
of emigrating to British Guiana.”

The decline in the population of Barbados is less 
surprising, inasmuch as emigration from that over- 
populated island has been deliberately encouraged 
owing to the absence of available land for the 
settlement of the people. Hitherto, emigration 
from Barbados has proved an advantage, inas­
much as the Barbadians who seek fresh fields 
and pastures new have been in the habit of sending 
back to their relations in “ Little England ” very 
substantial sums of money; but it is a question 
now whether this wholesale emigration has not 
gone far enough, since it is now being found that 
it is the better class of agricultural labourer and 
industrial worker that is emigrating rather than 
the casual. This circumstance is, no doubt, attri­
butable to the sugar boom, which resulted in 
thousands of labourers emigrating from the British 
West Indies to Cuba. Many of these men have 
now drifted home again, and it is possible that if 
a fresh census were to be taken, the result would 
already be more favourable than that of 1921. 
Nevertheless, it must be remembered that emigra­
tion from the British West Indies still continues, 
and only recently we have learnt from Grand 
Turk that the Bull Line of steamers, in addition 
to the Clyde and Columbus Lines (which latter 
have been allowed to use the port—if an open 
roadstead can be called that—free of dues of any 
kind) have been calling at Turks Islands to collect 
labourers for Santo Domingo. It is certainly an 
extraordinary state of affairs that we should have 
complacently to witness this exodus of labourers from 
under the British Flag, whilst only quite recently 
several British West Indian colonies were positively 
crying out for labour, and it is to be hoped that 
this is one of the many problems which will receive 
the attention of Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., whose 
report is so eagerly awaited. Another matter 
which should also be closely watched is the pro­
posal to draft West Indian labourers to the Gold 
Coast for work on a new harbour at Takoradi. 
Sir Frederick Guggisberg hinted recently that 
it was to Barbados that he was looking for labour 
to construct this harbour, and it has already been 

suggested that 2,000 Barbadians should be recruited 
for the purpose in the first instance. It would, 
indeed, be an irony of fate if British West Indians 
were to be drafted to West Africa in order to 
obviate a drain on the agricultural community 
which would be free to produce increasing quantities 
of cacao to compete with that of Trinidad and 
Grenada ! Surely the 2,000 labourers, and more, 
could be more profitably employed, from the 
West Indian standpoint, in the British West Indies, 
even if Barbados wished to be rid of them, and 
we commend to the consideration of the powers 
that be an extension of the system of peasant 
proprietors on the undeveloped lands of our main­
land colonies of Central and South America, and 
those of the West Indian islands wherever possible.

THE ENDOWMENT FUND.

A further list of donations to The West India 
Committee’s Endowment Fund is published below. 
It may be recalled that one of the objects of the 
fund is to enable the Committee to secure more 
convenient premises. Owing, however, to the 
great increase in rents in the City of London, it 
has not yet been possible to achieve this aim. 
In this connection readers are reminded that The 
West India Committee is the only colonial body 
of the kind that has not increased its rate of 
subscription, which remains at the pre-war figure 
of one guinea, or five dollars, per annum. Con­
sequently, it is hoped that every member will 
contribute voluntarily to the Endowment Fund 
and will use his best endeavour to interest his 
friends in the movement.

Thirty-Seventh List of Contributions.
Amount previously acknowledged £23,674 11 10 
H. Seedorff, Esq. ... ... ... 550
Andrew Barclay, Sons & Co., Ltd. 2 2 0
The Grenada Chamber of Commerce 2 2 0
T. C. Hepburn, Esq. ... ... 2 2 0
Edward W. Turner & Son ... ... 2 2 0
F. H. Alcock, Esq. ... ... 110
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas, M.R.C.S. 110
W. K. A. J. Chambers Hunter, Esq. 110
E. H. Mathew-Lannowe, Esq. (2nd gift) 110 
Miss Lillian M Pensen, B.A., Ph.D. 110
N. D. Simpson, Esq. ... ... 110
James Stewart, Esq. ... ... 110
P. Stanley Woods, Esq....................... 110
V. Grey-Wilson, Esq. ................ ^9 0
Thos. Fisher, Esq. ... ... ... 10 6
W. F. Gouda, Esq................................. 10 6
Julius Vigour, Esq. ... ... ... 10 6
Lionel Ryan, Esq................................... 10 0
Rev. James Williams ... ... 10 0
D. H. Seale, Esq. ... ... ... 8 0
Greville Hulse, Esq. ... ... 40

Contributions to The West India Committee’s 
Endowment Fund, which will be acknowledged in 
these columns, may be sent direct to the Secre­
tary to The West India Committee, 15, Seething 
Lane, London, E.C., or paid in at any branch of 
the Colonial Bank, the Royal Bank of Canada, 
the Canadian Bank of Commerce, or the Bank of 
Nova Scotia.
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NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Satisfied tell hungry man keep heart.” 
* * *

Mr. G. R. Stevens, the Canadian Trade Com­
missioner in Jamaica, has agreed to act as Honorary 
Trade Correspondent to the Department of Overseas 
Trade for that colony.

* * *
Mr. A. M. Latter, who, it will be recalled, 

recently advised The West India Committee re­
garding the Trinidad Income Tax Ordinance, has 
been appointed one of His Majesty’s Counsel.

* * v *
The Colonial Bank has lost a valued servant in 

the person of Mr. N. F. H. Smellie, chief clerk of 
the credit department, who was run over by a 
motor-lorry at Ealing on March 22nd, and killed.

* * *
The South African Sugar Journal states that the 

1921 South African crop was 151,500 long tons; 
12,000 tons were also imported from Portuguese 
East Africa. The exports of sugar for the year 
were 32,000 tons.

* * *
Mr. A. J. Dawe, having been promoted to be a 

Principal in the Colonial Office, Mr. E. B. Boyd 
has been appointed to succeed him as Private Secre­
tary to Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies.

* * *
At the 112th Festival Dinner of the City of Lon­

don Truss Society in London on March 29th, Mr. 
R. Rutherford, Chairman of the Committee of that 
very deserving charity, proposed the toast of the 
Lord Mayor (who presided) and the Sheriffs'.

* * *
Messrs. Lamborne and Co., the well-known 

sugar brokers of New York, state that while only 
a few Cuban concerns can make money with sugar 
at 2|c. cost and freight New York, fair profits 
would be shown by the majority at 2|c. to 2fc.

* * *
Sir John and Lady Harrison will receive many 

messages of condolence on the loss which they 
have just sustained through the death of their 
only son, Dr. John Harrison, which occurred at 
Malacca, in the Straits Settlements, on March 21st.

* * *
For some years past there has been a growing 

tendency for dates, almonds, etc., to be coated 
with chocolate for sale in confectioners’ shops. 
Stuffed olives, pickled gherkins, and cubes of cheese 
similarly treated are, according to our contempo­
rary West Africa, now on offer.

* # *
We regret to state that Mrs. Howell Jones, widow 

of the late Mr. Benjamin Howell Jones, C.M.G., of 
British Guiana, died at Aspley Heath, Woburn 
Sands, on March 27th. Mrs. Howell Jones spent 
many years of her life in British Guiana, where she 
was identified with much charitable work.

* * *
Mr. E. Hyslop Bell, joint general manager of 

the Colonial Bank, left in the s.s. Ingoma on April 
5th on a tour of inspection of the West Indian 

branches of that institution. Mr. Hyslop Bell 
hopes to visit all the islands in which the bank has 
branches, and to call in at New York and Montreal 
on his way home.

* * *
The King has granted to Mr. Henry Arthur 

Ballou, Entomologist to the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture for the West Indies, Royal licence 
and authority to wear the Insignia of the Third 
Class of the Order of the Nile, which decoration has 
been conferred in recognition of valuable services 
rendered by him while lent to the Egyptian Govern­
ment.

“Zv* "TV
Messrs. Paines and Reid, produce brokers, of 

32, Fenchurch Street, have admitted into partner­
ship Mr. W. C. Radermacher, who has had many 
years’ experience as a broker on the drug market. 
They have also secured the services of Mr. C. Howe, 
who has long been associated with him, and is 
especially experienced in the handling of West 
Indian produce.

'TV "7^

Sir John Chancellor is to preside at an after­
noon meeting at the Royal Colonial Institute on 
April 25th, at 4 p.m., when Dr. H. A. Tempany 
will read a paper on “Mauritius of To-day,” with 
lantern slides, and on May 23rd, at the same hour, 
Mr. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G., Colonial Secretarv of 
British Guiana, will deliver an address on “ Colo­
nisation in British Guiana.”

* * *
The quantity of beets required to produce 

1,700,000 tons of sugar would take the place of 
about 35 per cent, of the mangolds and turnips now 
grown in the United Kingdom. The imports of 
dairy products such as condensed milk, butter, 
cheese, bacon, hams, and pork were valued in 1921 
at £123,542.570, or, including beef, £168,611,240. 
The value of the sugar imported in the same year 
was £35,283,937.

* * *
An ingenious Dutchman is circularising English 

tobacconists regarding his firm, “ which already 
more than ten years manufactures with great suc­
cess imitations of Havana cigars, ‘ Cigarros 
Jamaica.’ ” A genuine Jamaica cigar can stand on 
its own merits, and it would be well for the Board 
of Trade to make it known to out friend that there 
is in existence in this country a Merchandise Marks 
Act, which may have some bearing on this case.

* * *
The Montreal Gazette, or Mr. Alfred Lambert, or 

both, is or are rather mixed on the subject of sugar. 
In its issue of March 23rd the Gazette, quoting Mr. 
Lambert, says that sugar planters in Jamaica in 
particular and the British West Indies in general 
are dissatisfied with the present commercial rela­
tions with Canada, principally on the alleged 
grounds “that the Dutch standard, which is re­
quired for quality, is inferior to their product, and 
that it undersells the finer Jamaica sugar on the 
Canadian market” 1

* *
An interesting sidelight is thrown on the wealth 

of Jamaica and the Beckford familv by the follow­
ing extract from “The Farington Diary” of 1797,
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now in course of publication in the Morning Post :— 
October 4.—Beckford [author of Vathek] usually 

rises about 6—breakfast at 10 which lasts % an Hour 
—dines at past 3—in an hour of so has coffee and
then quits Company to ride &c Such as choose it 
remaining at the table. His income, this year, is 
¿155,000—He had just reed, information of 7 of his 
Ships being arrived uninsured, by which He saves 
¿12,000. He pays ¿75,000 duties this yr. to govern­
ment. The King is well inclined to Beckford but 
Pitt and Lord Loughborough are his determined 
enemies.

* * *
Sir Stephen Herbert Gatty, K.C., who died 

at Christchurch on March 29th, spent the first 
nine years of his official life in the West Indies. 
Born in 1849, he was appointed Attorney-General 
of the Leeward Islands in 1883, thereafter succes­
sively filling the posts of Chancellor of the Diocese 
of Antigua, Acting Chief Justice of Antigua, Lord 
Commissioner of the Encumbered Estates Court 
for St. Kitts, Attorney-General of Trinidad, and 
of Chairman of the Royal Commission on the 
Franchise of Trinidad, and on the Metayer System 
in Tobago. He was appointed a judge of the 
Straits Settlements in 1892, and was knighted in 
1904.

* * *
Several readers have called the attention of the 

Circular to the following advertisement which ap­
peared in the Agony Column of The Times of 
March 18th :—

Cane Sugar.—Advertiser is anxious to secure evi­
dence in support of his view that the greatest good 
to the greatest number will result from the mainten­
ance and encouragement of the overseas cane sugar 
industry rather than from the present efforts to pro­
mote the growing of beet sugar in this country.— 
Will those interested kindly write to Box Z.745, The 
Times, E.C.4?
It is to be hoped that this anonymous advertiser 
will make known to the sugar-growing world the 
results of his inquiry.

* * *
Miss Howard, the daughter of the Agent- 

General for Nova Scotia in London, has consented 
to preside over the Canadian and West India stall 
at a garden fête to be opened by the Duchess of 
Albany, at Cam House, Kensington, on June 21st, 
in aid of the Poor Clergy Relief Corporation. This 
society, which aims at assisting the poorer clergy 
throughout the Empire, in response to an appli­
cation from Jamaica, in 1920, sent there a travel­
ling font and Communion set. Miss Howard, who 
since her visit to the West Indies last year, has 
taken the greatest interest in this part of the Em- 
pire, will be glad of offers of help and gifts for 
the stall, to be sent to her at 57, Pall Mall, S.W.

* *
Apr°pos of the leading article in the Circular 

of March 16th, on the subject of the American 
sugar combine, a correspondent informs us that 
the prospects of that organisation finding a mar­
ket for its sugar on the Continent of Europe are 
remote. “ The Belgian sugar manufacturers and 
agriculturists are going to appeal to the Govern­
ment gradually to increase the import duty to 

protect their market. There is no other European 
country which can take large quantities of sugar, 
that is to say, which will do so a few years hence; 
so the United Kingdom will become the dumping­
ground once more. Meanwhile, the Java pro­
ducers are very anxious about the situation, Cuba 
having sent quite a lot of sugar to the Far East.”

* * *
The Bill to settle the rates of income-tax for 1922 

which was introduced in the House of Assembly 
in Barbados, on February 21st, provides for the 
following scale of duties on assessable incomes :—

s. d.
Not exceeding £200 2 on every pound
Exceeding £200, but not exceeding £250 «3

250 350 4
„ 350 „ 500 5

500 „ 750 6
750 1,000 7 „ „

1,000 1,500 8 „
„ 1,500 „ 2,500 9
„ 2,500 „ 4,000 10 „

4,000 „ 5,000 1 0
„ 5,000 „ 7,500 1 3
„ 7,500 10,000 1 6

Over £10,000 .............. 
*

................ 2
* *

0

Mr. C. P. Cumberbatch, who died in the Colonial 
Hospital, at Port-of-Spain, from pneumonia, on 
February 15th, will be regretted by all West Indian 
sportsmen. Cumberbatch was a good all-round 
cricketer, who found a place as a bowler in the 
West Indian cricket eleven which toured England 
under the captaincy of Mr. H. B. Gardiner Austin 
in 1906. He played in 17 matches, and was placed 
tenth in the batting averages, with 13.39, and fifth 
in bowling with 27.48. Following a choral service 
at All Saints Church, conducted by the Rev. C. 
Stokely Doorly, B.A., Chairman of the Bonanza 
Cup Cricket Committee, this well-known West In­
dian cricketer was laid to rest at the Lapeyrouse 
Cemetery in the presence of representatives of all 
the local West Indian cricket clubs.

* * *
The following publications are obtainable at The 

West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. :

The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Iones and 
Scard; 26/-. ° ? J

‘ The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchiey Hart; 8/-.

“ The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. Scard; 3/-.
“ The Pocket Guide to the West Indies ”; 7/6.

‘ West Indian Tales of Old,” by Algernon Aspinall ;

Ihe British West Indies,” bv Algernon Aspinall; 
9/6.

“ Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall ; 8/-.
A Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis,” by Katherine 

Burdon; 5/6. These prices include postage.

Stewed Guavas.— Cut the fruit in half, scoop out 
all the seeds, and boil the skins with their weight 
(or a little less) of sugar, continuing to do so until 
the skins are tender and the syrup thick. A little 
spice boiled with the fruit greatly improves the 
flavour.
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BEET SUGAR IN ENGLAND.

1 he question of the manufacture of beet-sugar 
was taken up in the United Kingdom as far back 
as ^31. In that year a small company was 
formed for the purpose of growing and manufac­
turing beet-sugar on the Continental lines that then 
obtained, at I Iting, in Essex. A plant was erected, 
but the scheme was not a success. In 1870 a fac­
tory was erected at Lavenham, in Suffolk, for the 
manufacture, from sugar beets, of syrup, which 
was conveyed to the London refineries for conver­
sion into sugar. This factory worked for nine 
years, after which the project was abandoned. In 
1872 a sugar-beet growing venture was started at 
Buscot, in Oxfordshire, 1,600 acres being put under 
that cultivation, with the view of the manufacture 
of alcohol, but proved a commercial failure.

Towards the end of last century the subject of 
sugar production from beets was again taken up, 
and experimental growings took place throughout 
the kingdom. These demonstrated the fact that 
sugar-beet, equal in saccharine strength and ex­
tent of yield per acre to those produced on the 
Continent could be grown, and in 1911 the matter 
was crystallised by the erection of a factory at 
Cantley, in Norfolk, by the Anglo-Netherland Cor­
poration, which owned sugar factories in Holland. 
Up to the year 1915, as an act of grace, sugar 
from Cantley was allowed the whole of the pro­
tection afforded by the then customs’ duty of 
£1 16s. 8d. per ton, no excise duty having been 
levied. In that year, however, the import duty 
was raised to £9 6s. 8d. per ton, and the Govern­
ment definitely afforded protection to the sugar 
produced in the United Kingdom by fixing the 
excise duty at £2 6s. 8d. per ton below the cus­
toms duty on imported sugar, for sugar of over 98 
per cent, polarisation.

In 1915 the Board of Agriculture instructed Mr. 
C. S. Orwin, of the Oxford Institute for Research 
in Agricultural Economics, and Mr. J. C. Orr, to 
inquire into the financial results to the farmers of 
the Cantley factory. Although the Norfolk far­
mers had made a small profit per acre, the Suffolk 
farmers had suffered loss. The report was, on the 
whole, a sanguine one as to the future of the in­
dustry. Later on in the year, the same gentle­
men reported on the subject of a beet-sugar indus­
try, so far as Gloucestershire, Somersetshire, 
Devonshire and Cornwall were concerned. As re­
gards the first three counties the reporters did not 
see any chance of a beet-sugar industry being estab­
lished, as economic conditions did not warrant 
their cultivation in the place of existing crops. In 
Cornwall, where the economic conditions were dif­
ferent, factories worked on the co-operative system 
might, they thought, be established.

In 1916 the Cantley factory was compelled to 
close down owing to the impossibility of obtaining 
seed for planting; but manufacture was resumed 
in 1920-21. and the 1921-22 crop .has recently closed 

at 4,000 tons. .
In 1917 the Kelham Estate, in Nottinghamshire, 

was purchased for the sum of £125,000 on behalf 
of the British Beet Sugar Growers’ Association, for

the purpose of forming the nucleus of a beet-sugar 
production concern, and for making experimental 
trials of the suitability of the land for the culti­
vation of sugar-beet. The latter having proved 
successful, a company was subsequently formed, 
under the title of Home Grown Sugar, Ltd., with 
a capital of £500,000, the Government supporting 
the scheme by agreeing to take shares equally with 
the public until the whole capital was subscribed, 
and to guarantee a dividend of 5 per cent, on the 
capital subscribed by the public. The erection of 
the factory, which was sized to deal with 60,000 
tops of beet, equal to about 8,000 tons of sugar, in 
the season, was commenced early in 1921, the 
machinery being supplied almost entirely from 
France, and contracts made with farmers in the 
neighbourhood for a supply of beets for the 1921-22 
crop. As the erection of the factory progressed 
the capital was found to be insufficient for the 
purpose, and a further sum of £200,000 was raised, 
of which the Government contributed £125,000, 
secured by first mortgage on the property. The 
factory was formally opened on October 21st, 1921, 
and operations proceeded on the small scale pur­
posely arranged for during the subsequent months, 
2,000 tons of sugar being made. As the result of 
the working, it was found necessary, in spite of 
the fact that the sugar already received the benefit 
of preferential treatment to the extent of £6 4s. 5d. 
as regards foreign, and £1 18s. lOd. per ton as re­
gards colonial sugar, to apply to the Government 
for further support, which it has now been officially 
stated will be given, in the approaching Budget, 
by the total abolition of the excise tax, equivalent 
to a protection of 2|d. per lb. as against foreign, 
and over 2|d. per lb. as against colonial sugar.

THE WEST INDIAN CENSUS.
The West India Committee, having obtained by 

cable the figures of those West Indian Census Re­
turns which have not yet been available in this 
country, is able to publish below the following table 
showing the total population of the various West 
Indian Islands, British Guiana, and British Hon-

* Official Estimates.

duras, and of the British West Indies as a whole
for the years shown :—

Area in 
Sq. Miles. 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921

Barbados 166 '171,860 182,867 195,588 171,983 156,312
Bahamas .. 4,404 43,521 47,565 53,735 55,944 53,031
Tammca .. 4.207 580,804 639,491 755,730'' 831,383 857,921

4,741 4,744 5,287 5,615 5,612
Cayman Island s 89 4,000* 4,322 5,000* 5,564 5,253

.. 1,754 153,128 200,028 255,148 312,803 339,402
114 18,051 18,353 18,751 20,749 23,378

Grenada 120 42,4031I 53,2091 63,438 1 66,7501t 59,198
Carriacou 

St. Lucia 
St. Vincent

Grenadines
Antigua ..............

Barbuda 
Dominica - 
St. Kitts..............

13
233 38,551

J 
42,220

i 
49,883

J 
48,637 51,505

133
17

108
62

305

40,548 j.

34.964J

28,211

41,054 (

36,8191 

26,841

47,548*

34,971 J 

28,894

1 38,372
f 3,505

31,394
871

33,863

49,899
4,115

28,864
903

37,059
65
50

29,137
11,864

30,876 
13,087

29,782
12,774

26,283
12,945

22.415
11,569

Nevis 
Montserrat 32i 

35
10,083 
3,219

11,762
3,699

12,215 
3,890

12,196 
4,075

12,120
4,230

Anguilla .
Virgin Islands • 58 ' 5,287 4,639 4,908 5,562 5,082

Total West Indies 
British Guiana 
British Honduras

12,1344-1,220,372
90,300 252,186
8,598 27,452

1,361,576
278,328 
31,471

1,577,542 
295,896* 
37,479

1,688,494 
296,041
40,458

1,734,972
297,691
45,317

111,0321 1,500,010 1,671,375 1,910,917 2,024,993 2,077,980
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THE SUGARS OF COMMERCE.

The principal commercial sugars of the world are :
1. Cane sugar, the principal constituent of which 

in its pure form is known scientifically as sucrose, 
obtained from the sugar cane and some varieties of 
palms. .

2. Beet sugar, with its basis chemically and physi­
cally the same as that of cane sugar, obtained from

from the sugar. These are muscovado proper; 
jaggery, or sugar obtained from the date and pal­
myra palms; raab, the East India form; “ mat ” 
sugars, produced in the Philippines. Concrete 
sugar, or the juice concentrated until it sets hard 

' on cooling, as instanced by the gur of India, also 
rank among sugars which are refined. Muscova- 
does proper are usually bought on a basis of 89 per 
cent, polarisation.

the sugar beet.
3. Glucose, obtained by the 

starches.
4. Invert sugar, obtained in 

from cane sugars.
The first two of these con-

hydrolisation of
Second products, from 96 per cent, sugars, known 

in the country of origin as molasses sugar, but to 
the refiner as syrup sugar, are also included under 
the heading of refining sugars. The usual basis of 
sale is 86 per cent, polarisation. There is a corre-

stitute what is popularly
known as sugar. They may be 
divided into three classes : 
those which go to the refiners 
to be refined by a process ad­
ditional to that by which they 
were manufactured, and which 
are made and purchased with 
that object; the refined sugars 
resulting from them; and those 
sugars which are manufactured 
from the cane or beet juice for 
direct consumption, and which 
do not require the refining pro­
cess to render them suitable
for that purpose.

The descriptions of the first
class which dominate the re-
fining markets are, in the case 
of cane sugar, 96 deg. crystals, 
and in that of beet, 88 per 
cent. beet. The crystals are 
bought and sold on a basis of 
a polarisation of 96 deg., i.e., 
a content of 96 per cent, of 
sucrose, as determined by the 
polariscope, additions to or 
subtractions from the contract
price being made according to 
the extent of polarisation above

a similar manner

Mr. Samuel H. Davies.

spending sugar made in the 
case of beet, of which the basis
of sale is 75 per cent, rende­
ment.

The sugars which result from 
the refining of the above are 
principally loaf, cube, granu­
lated, crystals, caster, icing, 
amorphous, and pieces. These 
are all made with the use of 
animal charcoal, or “char,” as 
it is termed technically.

Loaf sugar derives its name 
from the loaves into which at 
one time all refined sugar was 
made. A loaf consists of a 
crystalline mass of sugar which 
has taken the form, so familiar 
to the past generation, of the 
mould into which the hot crys­
tallised magma is cast for com-
pletion of
drainage of

or below 96 deg. The sale price AGoverilorof the West Indian Agricultural College.
of the beet product is based on the figure of 88 per 
cent, resulting from the deduction of five times the
percentage of ash obtained by the ignition of the 
sugar and onqe the percentage of uncrystallised 
sugar or glucose from the direct polarisation, which 
is generally about 94 deg. As with the 96 deg. 
crystals, the sale price is subject to allowances or 
deductions for percentages above or below what is 
known as the rendement or yield of 88 per cent. 
Cuban sugar is a type of the 96 deg. class and Con­
tinental raw beet of the 88 per cent, class.

In the case of cane sugar, in some instances, as 
m Java and Hawaii, a sugar is made of a higher 
polarisation than 96 deg., namely, up to 98 deg., 
for special markets.

In addition to the above, there are also small and 
lessening quantities of low-grade cane sugars of the 
muscovado type, produced by the old, simple pro­
cess of open evaporation of the juice and gravity 
drainage of the molasses, or’ mother liquor,

crystallisation, 
mother liquor,
washing with 

syrup.* The loaf thus made is 
cut up into lumps, from which

cooling and

lump sugar derives its name. 
This'process, however, is rarely 
followed at the present day,
and the place of loaf sugar is 
taken by cube sugar. This is 
made either by casting the 

sugar, bodied as for loaf sugar, into moulds which
give a rectangular cake, which is freed from uncrys­
tallised syrup and washed by centrifugal action. 
The dried^kes are then cut up by machinery into 
cubes. Another process is to mix granulated sugar 
with a small quantity of syrup, and to compress 
the mixture into cubes of the desired proportions,
which are subsequently dried by hot air.

Granulated sugar is sugar prepared 
very fine crystal or grain, which is freed 
mother liquor by centrifugal action, the 
being subsequently dried by hot air. 
sugar is made in a similar manner, but the

with a 
from its 
crystals 
Crystal 

produc-
tion of a larger crystal than in the case of granu­
lated is aimed at. In caster sugar the grain is 
still smaller than in granulated. “ Icing ” sugar 
is the debris of lump and cake sugar ground to a 
powder. Yellow crystals are white crystals
‘Some interesting specimens oi the old shears by which the loaves of sugai 
were chopped up can be seen at the West Indian Produce Association's 
premises at 14. Creechurcn Lane, London, E.C.—Ed.
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which have been coloured with an aniline dye mix­
ture to imitate Demerara sugar. Amorphous 
sugar is a finely powdered sugar prepared by an 
especial process in which the sugar is not allowed 
to crystallise. Pieces are soft, moist sugars of a 
yellowish-brown colour made from the syrup from 
the loaf, cube, crystal or granulated sugar.

Direct consumption sugars, which constitute the 
third class, are, as already mentioned, made directly 
from cane or beet and do not pass through the re­
finer’s hands before going into consumption. Those 
belonging to the cane sugar category consist princi­
pally of Plantation White Sugar made directly from 
cane-juice with the aid of sulphurous acid gas, or 
with carbonic acid, or with both, in addition to the 
lime used in the manufacture of refining sugar. 
These sugars, as in the case of the white refined 
article, have a polarisation of over 99 per cent., 
but as is the case 
with all direct 
co n s u mpt i o n 
sugars are sold on 
a basis of their 
appearance. 
A beet granula­
ted sugar is also 
prepared, which 
corresponds to 
the white planta­
tion of the cane, 
and modern beet 
factories are al­
most invariably 
constructed to 

The Agricultural College’s Temporary Premises.

This building at St. Augustine. Trinidad, is to be fitted up with class rooms, 
laboratories and offices for the temporary accommodation of the West Indian 

Agricultural College and Imperial Department of Agriculture.

turn out such a 
sugar. Demerara 
sugar, otherwise 
known as West 
Indian crystall­
ised, is sugar 
made by a special 
process called the
Demerara pro­
cess, from cane juice of especial quality. It is, 
or should be, of a delicate yellow colour. It 
only polarises 95 per cent, or 96 per cent., but the 
balance is largely made up of desirable constituents 
and cane juice. Muscovado sugars of high class, 
which have been freed of their molasses either by 
drainage or centrifugals, and second sugars, either 
from white plantation or Demerara sugars, also 
go into direct consumption. The Indian form oi 
concrete, gwr, and of muscovado, raab, are also 
mostly directly consumed. Low grades of cane 
sugar are also used in making beer, and,Jgo under 
the name of “brewing” sugars. .

Commercial glucose is not a natural sugar, but is 
prepared bv heating starches as that of maize to a 
very great extent, under pressure with a weak solu 
tion of sulphuric acid. It is sold either in a solid 
form or as a syrup, and is largely used m confec- 
tionery and beer-making. Invert sugar is a snmla 
product made with the use of acid from low grades 
of cane sugar, and is used for similar purposes.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

It is recorded that when the “King’s College of 
Our Lady at Eton beside Windsor” was founded by 
Henry VI., sundry houses and bams were used 
as temporary premises while the stately buildings 
of the College were being planned and erected. This 
precedent has been followed by the West Indian 
Agricultural College, which has recently acquired 
from the Government of Trinidad and Tobago the 
Hospital and St. Augustine House, which stand on 
the land near St. Joseph that is to be conveyed to 
them. The Hospital, which is depicted on this 
page, is to be converted into class-rooms and labora­
tories. It will become the headquarters of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, which was 
amalgamated with the West Indian Agricultural

College on April 
1st last.

This timely 
provision of tem­
porary premises 
should enable 
work to be start­
ed earlier than 
was at first an­
ticipated, and 
meanwhile it is 
understood that 
the plans for the 
Collegebuildings, 
Principal’s resi­
dence, and also 
houses for the 
staff are under 
the close con­
sideration of the 
Governing Body 
and the Execu­
tive Committee 
in Trinidad.

At a meeting- 
on April 5th,of the Governing Body held

Mr. Samuel H. Davies, whose portrait appears 
on the opposite page, was elected a Governor of the 
College pursuant to Article 7 B. (4) of the Articles 
of Association, to represent the cocoa industry. Mr. 
Davies, who has paid several visits to the West 
Indies, is associated with the firm of Messrs.
Rowntree & Co

The consumption of alcoholic potable liquors 
in the United Kingdom during the respective years

was as follows :—1913, 1920 and 1921

BEER- Barrels. 
spirits—

Home-made, p. galls.
Imported, p. galls.

Rum 
Brand v 
Geneva

1913.
35,951,377

26,164,352

3,331,007
1,507,074

395 573

1920 
27,402,789

16,698,656

3,132 207
1,331,521

126,383

1921 
24,688,173

15,064,669

2,036,532
881,383
103,018
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OBITUARY.
Brig.-General J. A. Bell-Smythe, C.B., C.M.G.

It is with great regret that we have to announce 
that Brigadier-General John Ambard Bell-Smythe, 
C.B., C.M.G., died at St. Thomas’s Home, London, 
dh March 24th.

Brigadier-General Bell-Smythe was the son of the 
late Mr. John Bell-Smythe, who went out to Trinidad 
as a sugar planter and married Miss Ambard, sister- 
in-law of Mr. Leon Agostini. The subject of this 
memoir was educated at the Oratory School. Leaving 
Trinidad as a young man he entered the Army, re­
ceiving a commission in the ist (King’s) Dragoon 
Guards. He served with that regiment in South 
Africa from 1899 until 1900, when he was mentioned in 
despatches and received a Brevet Majority and the 
Queen’s medal, six clasps. In the European War he 
again served with distinction, being mentioned in 
despatches and receiving the C.B. and the C.M.G. and 
a Brevet Colonelcy. He remained in the Army until 
1920 when he returned to Trinidad, which he intended 
to make his home. It was only last year that he was 
married to a daughter of the late Dr. Charles Sharp 
Smith, of Canford Cliffs, Bournemouth. Gifted with 
a charming and engaging personality, Brigadier 
General Bell-Smythe enjoyed a well-merited popu­
larity, and his premature death, at the early age of 
54, will be deplored by a wide circle of friends.

Mr. Arthur Johnson.
We regret to state that Mr. Arthur Johnson died 

at Kenmore, Sidcup, Kent, on April 2nd.
Mr. Arthur Johnson was for over 50 years asso­

ciated with Messrs. Gillespie Bros. & Co., the well- 
known West India merchants, and readers of the 
Circular will recall that it was only on January 16th 
last that he was the recipient of a testimonial on the 
occasion of his jubilee with that firm. For some 
years past he had been in poor health, but he con­
tinued to attend business until shortly before his fatal 
illness. Mr. Johnson enjoyed a well-deserved popu­
larity. He was a member of the Committee of the 
West Indian Club with whose activities he closely 
identified himself until 1904, and he remained a mem­
ber of it until the last He will be greatly missed not 
only by the West Indian circle at home but also by a 
host of friends in the West Indies.

Sir Patrick Manson, G.C.M.G., M.D., F.R.S.
It is with regret that we have to record the death 

of Sir Patrick Manson, G.C.M.G., M.D. F.R S 
which occurred at 25, Portland Court, W.,’on April 
9th. 1

Sir Patrick Manson was justly regarded as the 
Father of Tropical Medicine. Born in Aberdeen, he 
had intended to be an engineer, but an injury to his 
spine in the works where he was studying ‘induced 
him to turn to medicine. Struck by the' mortalitv 

m Fonnosa> to which island he went out 
m 1866, he set to work investigating the causes there 
and in China, where he subsequently settled with 
results which are well known. Bv thè process of de­
duction he determined that filaria was attributable 
to infection through mosquitoes, which thenceforward 
he regarded as man’s implacable foe. In 1897 Sir 
Patrick became Medical adviser to the Colonial 
Office, and m the following year he was largely in. 
strumenta! m securing the successful establishment 
of the London School of Tropical Medicine. He was 
the author of many works on tropical disease.

CACAO IN COLOMBIA.

A Backward Industry.

Cacao is little cultivated in Colombia. The 
Colombians do not care much for this crop, be­
cause of the fact that it does not begin to produce 
until the sixth or eighth year from the time of set­
ting out the trees and the plant requires from 10 to 
12 years to reach full-bearing maturity. The cacao 
is rather delicate, and requires more care than the 
average native is willing to bestow upon it.

The cacao plant, says Mr. Hill, United States 
Commissioner, flourishes in the second agricultural 
zone of Colombia; that is, in the low hills and in­
terior valleys at elevations of 2,000 to 5,000 feet 
above sea-level. In general, it is grown in nearly 
every region of the country, but in comparison 
with coffee or sugar-cane, the industry is little 
developed. More attention has been paid to cacao 
in the region around Ocana than elsewhere, with 
the exception of Cauca Valley; but in the Ocana 
region planters have suffered in the past from de­
predation of the Motillones Indians and banditti 
from the Venezuelan border, and the outlying plan­
tations have been practically abandoned.
dustry is also heavily handicapped by the lack of 

The in-

roads and easy means of transportation to the 
Magdalena River for exporting.

On the other hand, there is an increasing demand 
for chocolate in Colombia, and the domestic supply 
of the cacao bean is not adequate to supply the 
demand in many places; Medellin and Bogota, for 
example. Small amounts of cacao are exported 
simply because in some places it is easier to ex­
port via Buenaventura or Barranquilla than it is 
to ship to Bogota or Medellin over the mountains 
with a high pack-mule freight rate, or up the river, 
as the case may be. There are chocolate factories 
in almost every town of any size in Colombia, and 
the manufacture of chocolate is one of the most 
important of domestic industries.

The five chocolate factories of Bogota cater only 
to the local demand, since nearly every town has 
its own chocolate factory. Chocolate roasting and 
cleaning machinery is made in Medellin. The larger 
factories make various candies and bonbons of good 
^uawhlcF are replacing the imported articles. 
Good domestic chocolate candy retails for 80 cents 
a pound of 500 grams, whereas the imported article 
has to be sold for at least twice that price. Choco­
late is used extensively as a beverage throughout 
Colombia, and especially in Bogota. The retail 
price of the local product is only about 42 cents a 
pound of 500 grams.
• ' Production of cacao is much better developed
m Ecuador, whence several cargoes were shipped 
to Colombia via the Panama Canal in 1919 this

? by the excessive accumu­
lation of cacao in Ecuador during the war and the 
high prices offering in Colombia at the time 
Canna V^l the °7a 7gi°n the Magdalena and 
Cauca Valleys produce the most cacao

trees are planted about 270 to the acre and 12 
cents’ net profit a tree per year may be mckoned 
on if the trees are well looked after, year in and
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year out. There is a little work in harvesting, as 
not much labour is required, and no machinery of 
any kind is needed for cleaning, etc. When land 
intended for cacao is cleared, the larger trees of 
the jungle are left, particularly those known as 
“ madre de cacao,” which form a shade for the 
delicate and much smaller cacao trees.

The Chiriguana cacao district lies to the east of 
the Magdalena River, towards Ocana. It was once 
a large producer of cacao, but is now more used for 
cattle raising, on account of the damage inflicted 
by the cacao beetle. Products are exported via the 
Cesar River and Chiriguana swamps to the Mag­
dalena. In 1919 cacao plantations suffered from 
the protracted dry season, production was consider­
ably reduced, and the business became speculative 
in the extreme. Experts who 
have visited this region are of 
opinion that irrigation should be 
resorted to ; but this is too costly 
for the limited capital available, 
and it is easier to set out plan­
tations in more favoured regions.

The Carare River Region in 
Santander produces the best 
cacao of the country, and, not­
withstanding the slight attention 
paid to plantations, the crop 
presents a fine appearance, and 
the beetle gives the planters 
little trouble. It is said that 
the industry has a promising 
future in this region, limited 
only by lack of labour and capi­
tal.

There are no data available 
that would show the extent of 
plantations or production in 
Colombia; but it is estimated 
roughly that the entire crop is 
worth between $2,000,000 and 
$3,000,000 annually, the bulk of 
the consumption domestic.
United States imports of cacao from Colombia 
amounted to 293,931 pounds in 1916, 422,277 pounds 
in 1917, 157,605 pounds in 1918, and 478,910 pounds 
in 1919.

In colonial times the Spaniards had larger plan­
tations in Colombia than now exist, and cacao was 
one of the principal products of the country for 
export to Europe. Prior to 1914 shipments of 
cacao were made regularly to Germany and France; 
but this trade was interrupted by the war, and the 
small production, combined with the domestic de­
mand, has further curtailed exports to Europe, 
New York offering a better market for available 
shipments.

Towards The West India Committee Wedding 
Gift to Princess Mary, the Hon. Treasurers of The 
West India Committee have received contributions 
from the undermentioned members in addition to 
those already acknowledged :—Mr. E. Radcliffe 
Clarke, Mr. Paul Dumoret, Mr. F. J. Larrouy, Mr. 
E. A. Lister, Mr. H. W. Lofty, Mr. Carter Rey, 
Mr. H. B. Sadler, Mr. G. Elliot Sealy, and Mr. 
Thomas Wildman.

TO POPULARISE COCOA.

Fry’s Demonstration Kitchens.

A Country Cocoa Kitchen.
It was suggested a few years ago in the West 

Indies that too little was being done in the direc­
tion of securing publicity for that 66 grateful and 
comforting ” beverage known as cocoa in the Old 
Country. As a matter of fact, there is no com­
modity which is so widely advertised in this 
country, Cadbury, Rowntree and Fry, “ the big 
three ” in the cocoa manufacturing trade, spending 
what must be immense sums in calling attention 
to the merits of the various products based on the 
Golden Bean. In this connection an interesting

A Country Cocoa Kitchen.
This is one of the demonstration cars which are touring the country with the object 
of popularisingcocoa, cups of which are distributed from it to the local housewives.

development is to be recorded. Messrs. J. S. Fry 
and Sons, of Bristol, have put on the road a small 
fleet of model kitchens, which visit country vil­
lages under the command of lady demonstrators, 
whose object it is to interest the housewife in cocoa 
by showing her how it should be made. The vans, 
one of which is depicted on this page, are painted 
a striking orange colour, and the modus operandi 
on reaching a suitable suburb or village is for the 
demonstrators to throw open the two sides and 
backs of the cars, thus exposing to the public gaze 
a neat little kitchen lined with white zinc tiling 
and enamelled woodwork, and an oil stove, on 
which the cocoa is prepared. After the demon­
stration the hot cups of cocoa are handed round 
and the consumers go to their homes happy and 
contented and determined to include cocoa in their 
weekly shopping list if thev do not do so already.

One of these demonstration vans is now making 
a southern tour from Bristol, along the south and 
east coasts, while the other is striking north through 
the industrial districts, and Messrs. J. S. Fry and 
Sons inform the Circular that the results have 
proved eminently successful.
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THE SPIRIT DUTIES.
---——— • .

The West India Committee have addressed the 
following letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
urging that provision may be made in the forth­
coming Finance Bill for a reduction in the duties 
on British spirits :—,

The West India Committee,
15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3. 

24th March, 1922.
Sir,—We desire to call your attention to the 

serious falling off in the consumption of rum which 
has resulted from the present high spirit duties.

2. It is shown by the Board of Trade Returns 
that the deliveries of rum for home consumption 
fell from 3,132,207 proof gallons in 1920 to 
2,036,532 proof gallons in 1921. This falling off 
must be attributed mainly to the excessively high 
spirit duties.

3. In the year 1920, before the serious effects of 
the trade slump began to make themselves felt, 
consumption was maintained in spite of the duty 
on British rum having been raised from £2 12s. lOd. 
to £3 12s. lOd. per proof gallon during the year. 
When, however, the depression became acute, the 
rum-consuming classes in the population were no 
longer able to afford the high prices which naturally 
had to be charged for rum by the retail trade.

4. From the West Indian standpoint this matter 
is one of great concern, since rum forms a valuable 
by-product of sugar, and its production and dis­
posal are material factors in reducing the cost of 
production of sugar, which, at the present time, 
when the world’s prices are below the cost of pro­
duction, is a very important matter.

5. As a result of the falling off in the consump­
tion of rum, the revenue derived from the duties 
on that spirit in the United Kingdom, as indicated 
by the Board of Trade Returns, has fallen from 
£10,301,319 in the calendar year 1920 to £7,510,567 
in 1921. If, therefore, the object in imposing the 
high duties was to secure an increased revenue, it is 
clear that this has not been attained. On the 
other hand, we are confident that if a reduction in 
the present duties were to be made, the revenue 
of the country would benefit, since the consumption 
of rum would resume its pre-war proportions, which 
in 1913 amounted to 3,331,007 proof gallons.

6. It might be suggested that the spirit could be 
disposed of for power purposes; but in this connec­
tion we would wish to point out to you, sir, that 
few facilities for the manufacture of spirit of a 
strength suitable for power purposes at present 
exist in the British West Indies and British Guiana, 
and that, in the existing condition of the sugar in­
dustry, it would not be possible to incur the expen­
diture for setting up new stills. Apart from this, 
the demand for power and motor spirit in the 
British West Indies and British Guiana would be in­
sufficient to absorb the supply, even if a large pro­
portion of the spirit produced were diverted in this 
direction. Moreover, the spirit would be unable to 
compete on any scale with petrol at its present 
price, while no demand exists in the United King­
dom for British West Indian alcohol for power 
purposes. r

(Concluded at foot of next column.')

JAMAICA IMPERIAL ASSOCIATION.

A Notable Year’s Work.

At the end of 1921, when the Imperial Asso­
ciation had been in existence for four years, its 
net membership totalled 288, including associates, 
but affiliated membership brought the number up to 
nearly 3,000. The annual report, which was pre­
sented to the general meeting of the Association 
on March 8th, is a record of a useful year’s work, 
consisting largely of efforts, like those of the anti- 
waste movement at home, to induce the Govern­
ment to curtail its commitments until they were 
in keeping with what the island could afford. The 
Government railway looms large in the report, the 
Association protesting strongly against the in­
creased freight rates at the beginning of the year, 
representations having also been made regarding 
extension and electrification.

As regards taxation, the Association resisted 
increased imposts, as also the broadening of the 
basis of taxation, arguing with regard to the sug­
gested inclusion of men earning less than £2 a 
week within the scope of the income tax, that 
“ not only has a man with one or two pounds a 
week to pay all the taxes he paid in 1913, but he 
pays far more taxes than he did in 1913.” As 
a result, the income tax was not increased last 
year, nor was any new taxation imposed. Per­
haps the most successful of all the year’s achieve­
ments was that undertaken in conjunction with 
The West India Committee last summer, when, as 
the result of the visit of a strong deputation to 
the Colonial Office, Mr. Churchill promised to 
scrutinise very carefully any proposals involving 
additional expenditure in the colony.

In this connection, the report states that “ there 
is every reason to believe that the Colonial Office 
carried out its promise to our deputation, and 
that the representations made by this deputation 
to the Colonial Office had considerable influence 
in determining the latter to send to this and other 
British West Indian colonies the Commission which 
visited Jamaica in December last.”

The Association also co-operated with The West 
India Committee in the questions of the rum 
duties and the unpatriotic school-books in use in 
Jamaica schools. Among questions dealt with 
by the Association during the year may be men­
tioned the mail service, wharfage rates, venereal 
disease, praedial larceny and the distress among 
Jamaicans in Panama, as showing how wide is its 
scope andyhow lively its concern for the best 
interests of Jamaica.

7. In the circumstances we beg to express the 
hope that'in the forthcoming Budget His Majesty’s 
Government will see their way to make a substan­
tial reduction in the present high duties on British 
spirits, which are rapidly undermining an important 
British industry.

We have the honour to be, etc., 
R. Rutherford, Chairman. 
Algernon Aspinall, Secretary.
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PREVENTION OF PLANT DISEASES.

Some Helpful Hints from Jamaica.

Mr. C. C. Gowdey, B.Sc., F.E.S., F.Z.S., the 
Jamaica Government Entomologist, gives the 
following advice to agriculturists as to general 
methods which should be adopted for the preven­
tion of plant diseases, in the Entomological Circular 
No. 5, 1921, of the Department of Agriculture for 
Jamaica :—

(1) Submit promptly to a competent authority 
any disease with which you are familiar, as soon 
as it comes under your notice in your locality, for 
by so doing you may be assisting in preventing the 
establishment of a dangerous disease.

(2) Endeavour to avoid the first introduction of 
disease into your cultivations by taking the trouble 
of inspecting your nursery stock, rejecting any 
plants or seeds that are diseased. In some cases it 
may be advisable to disinfect seeds by immersion 
for a quarter of an hour in a solution of corrosive 
sublimate (1 : 1,000), and in the case of sugar cane 
by soaking the seedlings in Bordeaux Mixture.

(3) Collect and burn all diseased plants, or parts 
thereof, crop débris and prunings. In the case of 
diseased plants these are obviously a medium of in­
fection. Crop débris and prunings may not only 
furnish food for insects in the interval between 
harvesting and planting, but also provide hiding- 
places for pests.

(4) Rotation of Crops.—In the case of a crop 
badly attacked by an insect it should be followed 
by other crops, not closely related, which are not 
liable to be attacked by that pest. It is well known 
that certain varieties of plants are much less sus­
ceptible or more immune to certain diseases than 
others. Though complete immunity of one variety 
of plant to a disease affecting other varieties of 
the same plant is distinctly rare, the less nearly 
related the crops are to one another the less likely 
arç they to be affected by the same disease. This, 
then, points to the advisability of a system of rota­
tion of crops, for in this way many parasites can 
be starved out, though this is not always possible, 
owing to the omnivorous character of certain 
insects. .

(5) Cultivation.—The object of an agriculturist 
should be to maintain his crop in a vigorous, thrifty 
condition, and this can be obtained without forcing, 
which is undesirable, for plants in such a condition 
produce sappy growth—a condition predisposing to 
disease. Vigorous, thrifty crops can be obtained 
bv proper cultivation, fertilizing with suitable 
manures, and pruning. Cultivation by causing 
physical, chemical and bacterial changes m the soil, 
increases the food supply of the crop. By thorough 
cultivation soil aeration is increased and thereby a 
larger proportion of the soil constituents are acted 
on by the atmospheric oxygen, resulting in a larger 
supply of plant food being rendered available 
Also, by frequent cultivation, the constituents of 
the soil become more mixed and balanced. Cura­
tion breaks up the particles of the soil, and the 

smaller the particles the larger the area exposed to 
the solvent action of the root-hairs; and, further­
more, the finer the soil the more easily is it pene­
trated by the root system, which becomes more 
extensive and co-ordinates with the extensive root 
system in the increased vigour of the plant and 
increased resistance to disease. Proper cultivation 
improves the conditions for the development of the 
bacterial organisms in the soil, whereby more food 
is rendered available. The organisms may be re­
garded as falling into two classes. The better known 
are the bacteria which form nodules on leguminous 
plants and store up atmospheric nitrogen, which 
on decomposing becomes available as plant food. 
Soils on which these bacteria naturally occur may 
by cultivation be so improved that the bacteria 
increase. The other class of bacterial organisms 
decompose vegetative substances rendering them 
available as plant food, and this process of decom­
position is aided by aeration, that is, by cultivation.

(6) Fertilizing.—If a vigorous condition of plants 
is to be attained the necessity for the fertilizing 
of the crop and so supplying the constituents re­
quired by it and which may be absent or deficient 
in the soil is obvious. Equally so is the necessity 
for the knowledge of what constituents required by 
the crop are and in what constituents the soil is 
deficient; in other words, the planter should ascer­
tain the food his crop requires and have his soil 
analysed, and then he will be in the position to 
know what fertilizer to apply.

(7) Pruning.—That pruning, markedly in the 
case of horticultural crops, has a beneficial effect as 
shown in the vigour of the plant and in the quality 
and quantity of the fruit, has progressed beyond the 
empirical stage and is now an accepted fact and 
should be practised by every planter.

(8) Fallowing.—The term refers to the practice 
of resting the land for a varying period between the 
harvesting of the main crop and the next planting 
of the same crop, not necessarily implying that no 
crop whatsoever is grown on the land in fallow. The 
three main ways of fallowing land are :—

Firstly, by abandoning the land and allowing the 
stubble of the main crop to remain and grasses 
and weeds to grow unchecked during the interval 
of the harvesting and planting of the main crop, or 
for even longer. The reason for such a practice is 
that it is considered that certain pests, for example, 
root borers, will be starved out; and this is to a 
certain extent true. Such a practice as this should 
not be considered in the event of an attack of 
the Fall Army Worm on sugar cane or com, for 
this pest feeds readily on grasses and certain weeds.

Secondly, a clean fallow, that is, the removal of 
the remains of the main crop and the maintaining 
of the land free of vegetation of any sort by frequent 
cultivation. The advisability of this practice is 
open to question, in the tropics at any rate, for it 
is quite probable that the good results accruing 
from this practice may be neutralized by the prob­
able destruction of the bacterial organisms exposed 
to the sun by cultivation in the absence of shade- 
»iving vegetation.
° Thirdly, the growing of a leguminous crop imme-



168 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. April 13, 1922.

diately after the harvesting of the main crop. The 
value of the practice is that the tilth of the soil 
is maintained or increased by the cultivation neces­
sary for the raising of this crop, the production of 
green manure, and the fixation in the soil of atmo­
spheric nitrogen by means of the bacteria within the 
root nodules.

RUM AND IMITATIONS.

The West India Committee recently repre­
sented to the Commissioners of Customs the de­
sirability of distinguishing rum from imitation rum 
in the monthly Board of Trade Returns. The 
Commissioners in reply, pointed out that this 
differentiation is made in the Annual Statement 
of Trade in the United Kingdom, adding that, in 
the interests of economy, and in order not unduly 
to swell the size of the monthly accounts, it is 
necessary closely to restrict the number of separate 
headings therein, and the imports of imitation rum 
are not at present of sufficient volume, as com­
pared with those of genuine rum, to justify their 
being distinguished in the monthly publication.

The West India Committee have now pointed out 
that the change could be effected without any 
material disturbance of the setting of the pages on 
which the figures relating to rum now appear, and 
have renewed their request, calling special atten­
tion to the fact that imitation rum is now being 
made by a new process from beet-sugar in Ger­
many, which, on the existing basis of exchange, 
might possibly find its way to the United King­
dom It is true that in 1920 (the latest year for 
which detailed figures are available) imports of 
imitation rum into the United Kingdom, as is 
shown below, were negligible; but the principle 
remains, and the possibility of any attempt to foist 
imitation rum on to English markets must be at 
once countered. These imports were :__

Netherlands 
France ...
Spain
Other countries

Proof gallons.
94

... 244

... 226

... 248

Total 812

A remarkable hand 
by Messrs. Sutton &

A USEFUL HAND.
of bananas was recently found 
Weaver, of Cardiff, in a con­

signment of fruit received 
through Messrs. Elders & 
lyffes, Ltd. According to 
the Banana Budget, the in­
teresting little weekly bul­
letin of that firm, the hand 
contained no fewer than 
thirty-four fingers, each one 
of which weighed 10 lbs. 
Ine hand which is depicted 
?n , Page measured 17 
inches from tip to tip, and 
weighed no less than 10 lbs.

TREASURE IN DOMINICA.

Romantic Find of Lost Gold.

A recent homeward mail brought from the West 
Indian island of Dominica a romantic story of a 
find of treasure. It appears that over a century 
ago, when a vessel called the Two Sisters (Captain 
O’Neale, of Bristol), which had anchored in the 
roadstead of Roseau, was unloading her cargo, a 
chest containing upwards of £40,000 in Portuguese 
gold fell overboard as the stevedores were trans­
ferring it into a boat, and was lost in ten fathoms 
of water.

Last month, while some of the boys who eke out 
a modest living by diving from crude boats of their 
own make and retrieving coins thrown by tourists 
from calling steamers were bathing near the Bell 
Jetty, one of them found in the water a large gold 
Portuguese coin. This discovery was followed by 
others, and for some time the boys made quite 
a profitable business of this search for gold, about 
90 coins in all having been found and sold for as 
much as three pounds each. Then the local Man­
darins stepped in, and declared that the treasure 
was the property of the Government. Conse­
quently the boys, compelled to stop searching for 
more gold on their own account, are now carrying 
on their operations on behalf of the local Govern­
ment, which grants them permits to search on the 
understanding that all the coins recovered are 
handed over to the Dominica Treasury, which re­
wards the lads by giving them one-third of their 
gold value—a very fair arrangement.

Dr. the Hon. H. A. Alford Nicholls, to whom the 
writer is indebted for this interesting information, 
expresses his conviction that these coins are part 
of the identical treasure lost more than one hun­
dred years ago, and he suggests that a hurricane 
which visited the island in September last, and 
was followed by exceptionally high seas and surf 
on the leeward side of the island, no doubt shifted 
the treasure which has been for so long hidden 
from sight.

From the Dominica Chronicle it appears that a 
party of Government officials recently made a sur- 
vey of Hie bottom of the sea in the neighbourhood 
of the find. They comprised Mr. P. Noble, the 
colonial engineer, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Bully and Mr. 
Aird, who put off in a boat with a marine glass 
constructed by Mr. Bully, but they found nothing.

ANTI DUMPING IN AUSTRALIA.

r ê Tariff Board has been estab-
nshed in Australia which will superintend the 
Australian anti-dumping proposals 'that were re- 
• X legalised. The anti-dumping duties are

6 i° PJeven^ injury to Australian industries 
e ®aæ goods from other countries at prices 

below the normal cost of their production. There 
? Pr°vision for a “ dumping pre-
cnunfid U X j° ke 4mP°se^ on goods from foreign 
rnarkpf68 ered m Australia at less than the fair 
turod n SU^ goods as they are manufac­
tured and sold m the United Kingdom.
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THE OIL PALM.

Its Suitability for the West Indies.

One of the most valuable trees in commerce is 
the African oil palm Elaeis guineensis, the fruit of 
which furnishes two oils that are largely used in the 
manufacture of soap, candles and margarine, and 
is greatly in demand in consequence. Although 
principally found in coast lands, at a consequently 
low elevation, the oil palm is capable of flourishing 
inland at a considerable altitude, and may be 
said, indeed, to be able to adapt itself to soils show­
ing considerable variation in character and com­
position.

The principal habitat of the 
oil palm is West Africa, on the 
coast lands stretching from the 
Gulf of Guinea to the south of 
Fernando Po. It grows on the 
islands of Zanzibar and Pemba, 
and recently large areas have 
been planted with oil palms on 
the East Coast of Sumatra.

The tree in growth presents 
the ordinary palm character. Its 
mature height is between thirty 
and forty feet, and in connec­
tion with the leaf growth at the 
summit is found the fruit. This 
consists of a fleshy, fibrous outer 
layer of a reddish-yellow colour, 
within which is an extremely 
hard shell, enclosing the kernel.

As mentioned above, the fruit 
furnishes two descriptions of oil, 
the one yielded by the fleshy 
covering of the nut, and the 
other by the kernel. The first 
of these is of a yellow colour, 
and is obtained by boiling the 
fruit with water. After cooling, the oil thus 
separated is pressed out of the mass, and is 
skimmed off as it rises to the surface. It is 
then refined by being reboiled and skimmed, 
the oil thus obtained being subjected to further 
drying by heat. This is the palm oil proper, the 
second product, which is obtained from the kernels, 
being known as “ palm kernel oil.”

In the preparation of the kernel oil, the nuts are 
cracked and the kernels collected. These are 
ground by mills, and oil extracted by the use of 
hydraulic presses, the resulting cake being of value 
for cattle food. Unlike the oil obtained from the 
flesh, the kernel oil is white in colour, but possesses 
the same pleasant odour when fresh. The kernels 
are, as a rule, shipped as such to the country of 
purchase, where the extraction process is carried 
out.

Where the cultivation of the oil palm is con­
ducted svstematically, it is calculated that the an­
nual production of palm oil proper and of kernels 
per acre, with the trees planted 26 feet by 21 feet, 
is, on those arriving at full bearing, which is usually 
in ten years, one ton and a half of oil and one- 
third of a ton of kernels.

The oil palm is practically unknown in the British 
West Indies, although its suitability for the condi­
tions there has been recently demonstrated by a 
specimen having been found growing wild among 
the flora of an abandoned sugar estate in British 
Guiana.

Its great value lies in the fact that its cultiva­
tion is admirably suited to peasant growers, who 
are in a position to prepare oil from the fruit, as 
described above, which can be used for food and 
other local purposes, while the local purchase for 
shipment of the kernels furnishes a source of supply 
of cash. At the present time the market of the 
United Kingdom is readily supplied from West 
Africa; but wha^ Africa is to Great Britain, the

The Colonial Hotel at Nassau.
This great tourist hotel in New Providence was destroyed by fire at thesend of March.

British West Indies might, in this respect, be to 
Canada.

A FIRE AT NASSAU.

The Colonial Hotel Destroyed.

A serious and destructive fire is reported to have 
broken out at Nassau, the Bahamas, at the end of 
March. At one time it was thought that the whole of 
the town would have been involved, but the flames 
were eventually subdued—not, however, before 
damage to the extent of millions of dollars had been 
done. It would appear, from the scanty informa­
tion at present to hand, that the outbreak originated 
in the Colonial Hotel, which was completely des­
troyed. This handsome modem hotel, an illustra­
tion of which is given in this page, had accommoda­
tion for 600 guests. It was one of the well-known 
Flagler group, being owned by the Florida East 
Coast Hotel Company. It is a remarkable fact that 
only at the end of last year an up-to-date set of 
fire-fighting appliances was installed in Nassau.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

At a recent sale of seed potatoes at Paisley, a 
new variety, yclept Katie Glover, sold at 11/6 per 
lb., or £1,288 per ton.

* * *
The manufacture of milk products is becoming 

an important industry in Australia, the annual 
quantity of milk dealt with being about 34,000,000 
gallons. The products manufactured are concen­
trated milk, unsweetened condensed milk, dried 
milk, lactose, and lactogen, together with infant 
and invalid foods.

-V- 
-TV W •7T

“ G. A. J.,” in the St. Madeleine Quarterly 
Revieiv, says that one of the secrets of the success 
of the real cane farmer in growing canes at a cheap 
rate is the fact that he combines cane cultivation 
with vegetable growing, and that this is, if not 
the only way, the most profitable, has been shown 
in the demonstration plots associated with the 
Usine St. Madeleine estates.

"TV 'TV

A great deal of misconception exists as to what 
is meant by 66 treacle,” the term being frequently 
confounded with “ molasses.” Properly speaking, 
treacle is a by-product of the refinery, and means 
the mother liquor from the crystallisation of the 
sugar made from the preliminary centrifugal wash­
ings of the raw sugar. Molasses, on the other 
hand, is the residual syrup from cane or beet juice 
after as much sugar as possible has been extracted 
from it.

* *

The Coccidse, or scale insects, form a remarkable 
group, in that the female does not progress to 
the winged state, but after a short larval period 
undergoes progressive changes, culminating in 
becoming merely a living egg-sack, with the 
simplest of organs; whereas the males, on the other 
hand, pass through the usual metamorphoses 
common to most insects. Although (as Mr. Gowdey 
remarks, in an article on the Coccidse of Jamaica, 
in the Entomological Bulletin, No. 1, 1921, of the 
Department of Agriculture of that Colony) the 
adult females are unable to fly, and with a few 
exceptions unable to walk, after they commence 
feeding, there is no group of insects which has a 
wider distribution, the reason for this being that 
their fixed motionless state makes dt easier for them 
to be transported in situ with the plants on which 
they are feeding.

* * *
It is generally stated that the reducing sugar 

of the sugar cane is optically active, but the 
analysis of molasses in which it has collected does 
not bear this out. Deerr, in his book on sugar, 
gives analytical figures for twenty samples, ten of 
Javan and ten of Hawaiian molasses. In the case 
of the former, the percentage of sucrose obscured in 
direct polarisation varies from 7.7 per cent, for 20.7 
per cent, reducing sugar to 0.3 per cent, for 15.4 per 
cent., while in one case the direct polarisation was 
actually 0.6 per cent, higher than the sucrose per­

centage, in spite of 25 per cent, of reducing sugar 
being present. In the case of the Hawaiian 
samples, the variation is from 11.3 per cent., ob­
scured by 5.9 per cent, of reducing sugar, to 1.4 
per cent, obscured by 21 per cent. If the reduc­
ing sugar natural to the sugar cane possessed 
optical activity, this would surely be constant for 
all sugar canes, and in all countries. The extreme 
variations in the above results point to the reduc­
ing sugar of the molasses being a mixture of sugars, 
invert sugar being probably produced by traumatic 
injury to the cane during life, or post-mortem 
change after cutting, or inversion in manufacture.

* * *
There is considerable divergence of opinion 

among experts as to what occurs as regards the 
sugar content of the sugar cane at the period of 
arrowing. Some contend that the quantity and 
composition of the juice as regards sugars remains 
unchanged; others, that the proportion of the 
sucrose diminishes, while that of the uncrystal- 
lisable sugar increases; others, that there is a 
diminution in the amount of the juice. What 
actually occurs is this : When the great vital 
process which culminates in the development of 
the arrow takes place, instead of the excess of 
uncrystallisable sugar over ordinary growth re­
quirements being stored up as sucrose, its whole 
energy is devoted to the production of seed, some 
of the sucrose also being drawn upon for the 
purpose. When the arrow “ falls,” the vital 
purpose of the cane is gone, and the remains of 
its vitality accumulates as sucrose for the benefit 
of the next bud generation. During the arrowing 
process, therefore, the proportion of sucrose in the 
juice diminishes, while that of the uncrystallisable 
sugar increases, while, in the subsequent ripening 
change, the converse takes place.

* * *
In a circular issued by the Jamaica Department 

of Agriculture on the subject of the prevention and 
control of insect pests, Mr. C. C. Gowdey, B.Sc., 
states that in the case of all crops, the best possible 
conditions for growth, such as thorough prepara­
tion, cultivation, etc., are of great importance in 
the prevention of diseases. It often happens that 
the same crop is grown for many years on the same 
land, and as a result the land is exhausted and 
infested with disease. In such a case the trouble is 
often attributed directly to weather conditions, to 
insect and fungus diseases; but though these do 
play an important part in the failure of the crops, 
Mr. Gowdey considers that these factors can be 
partially controlled by the adoption of certain agri­
cultural practices with the view of rectifying 
primary adverse conditions. It is probable, he 
goes on to say, that the greatest advances to be 
made in the control of plant diseases will be in 
the development of resistant varieties of crops by 
hybridisation and selection. The so-called (t im­
proved ” plants are usually so from the point of 
view of the consumer, and consequently of the 
grower, and not from the point of view of the 
vitality of the plant, which by the “ improve­
ment ” is removed from the normal and becomes 
more susceptible to disease.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 150.)
From Colon on the Atlantic side of the Panama 

Canal to Balboa on the Pacific, the distance by 
water round South America is 10,500 nautical miles. 
The length of the Canal being 44 miles, it follows 
that the maximum distance that can be saved by 
using it. is 10,456 miles. This fact is perhaps more 
interesting geographically than it is from the com­
mercial point of view, since vessels bound for the 
Pacific by way of the Straits of Magellan would not 
skirt the entire coast of South America; but it will 
give the reader some idea of the advantages offered 
by the Canal, which has opened up a new route 
from England to the Commonwealth of Australia, 
and has brought New Zealand 1,500 miles nearer to 
the mother country than it is bv way of the Suez 
Canal. It has also given us shorter trade routes 
by 6,046 miles to the Pacific ports north of Panama, 
and by 2,600 miles to those south of that city; but 
the principal advantages of the Canal are derived 
by New York and other cities on the Eastern sea­
board of the United States and Canada, which have 
been brought several thousands of miles nearer to 
Australia and the Far East by a sea route than 
they were before.

Captain Mahan predicted that the opening of the 
Canal would change the Caribbean Sea “ from a 
terminus and place of local traffic, or at the best 
a broken and imperfect line of travel . . . into one 
of the great highways of the world.” His words 
are now coming true, but it cannot be said that the 
West Indian Islands, except possibly Jamaica, have 
as yet derived any practical benefit from the open­
ing of the Canal. Several important shipping com­
panies are already using the new route; but though 
their steamers may touch at Kingston, Jamaica, on 
their way to and from the East, they have so far 
refused to carry passengers and cargo to and from 
West Indian ports on the grounds that it is more 
profitable to fill their space for the whole of their 
voyage rather than for part of it. This sounds 
reasonable enough; but there must be occasions 
when, spare accommodation is available, and the 
argument would apply equally to the Suez route. 
Yet the P. & O. and other steamship lines carry pas­
sengers to Egypt on their long voyage to the East 
by way of the Mediterranean. Perhaps some day 
one of the companies using the Panama route may 
be tempted similarly to place vacant berths on its 
steamers at the disposal of passengers for the^West 
Indies. Meanwhile all that can be said is-that the 
opening of the Panama Canal has served to bring 
the British West Indies before the public eye, that 
it has attracted to them an increasing number of 
visitors, and has given them a striking object-lesson 
of the advantages of modem sanitation and the 
prevention of tropical disease.

As we steamed out of the Canal the sky was over­
cast. and the sea was dashing itself angrily against 
the breakwater of Punta Toro, throwing up great 
masses of spray. This augured ill for our voyage 
to British Honduras, and to add to the apprehen­
sions of the only landsman on board the Calcutta, 

the seamen were furling the awnings, and the 
Admiral’s steward was putting away all movable 
ornaments and knick-knacks in a manner that was 
decidedly ominous. That night, on gaining the 
open sea, we did pitch a bit, and it required an 
effort of will to make the passage from my new 
eyrie on the foremast and face the perils of my 
host’s generous dinner-table. But next day all was 
calm again, and we were once more speeding over 
a placid blue sea, disturbing with our cutwater the 
flying-fish which rose in shoals under our bows.

We were now heading north for the Gulf of Hon­
duras, and parallel with the main of Central 
America, passing in succession Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, and Honduras. For two days we pur­
sued the even tenor of our way over a glassy blue 
sea strewn with saffron-coloured gulf-weed in 
streaks and patches. Again one could enjoy the 
easy delights of a good book from the Admiral’s 
varied library and a comfortable deck-chair under 
the lee of the barbette of the six-inch guns on the 
quarter deck, a dolce far niente rendered more com­
plete by watching others carry on with the multi­
farious duties that go to make up life on one of His 
Majesty’s cruisers at sea.

On the third morning out, which happened to be 
Easter Day, we entered the Gulf of Honduras. 
Overnight we had been compelled to heave to for a 
while and submit to a most unpleasant dusting 
owing to a light on a charted cay failing to make 
its appearance. For an hour or so we rolled almost 
gunwale under, but soon after dawn our equilibrium 
was restored, and we were picking our way through 
a maze of islets and cays, which form a broken 
barrier reef, to Belize, the capital of British Hon­
duras.

It might be supposed from its name that that out­
post of Empire is adjacent to Honduras, and it is 
probable that one of the reasons why British Hon­
duras has not found favour with English capitalists 
is because they identify it in some way with the Re­
public of the same name, which stinks in the nos­
trils of financiers, having defaulted on its loans 
almost from time immemorial. But as a matter of 
fact, British Honduras nowhere marches with Hon­
duras, and its name is therefore a misnomer. For 
the above reasons a good case could be made 
out for rechristening British Honduras, Belize, after 
the buccaneer Wallis, who first settled there, or 
Churchillia, if the Colonial Secretary would devote 
himself to the serious development of this outpost 
of Empire, or Lloydgeorgia, in accordance with the 
practice of making up portmanteau names (e.g., 
Ladysmith) so popular in South Africa-—and this 
might help towards extricating the colony from the 
rut in which, as we shall see later, it has unfortu­
nately stuck.

It has been said that the best view of Belize is 
obtained from the stern of a departing steamer, but 
the implication involved in this statement is neither 
fair nor correct. The appearance of the town as 
one approaches it is quite pleasing. The first object 
that strikes the eye after passing the cays with their 
waving coconut palms is a substantial white build­
ing looking like a great seaside hotel, and the dis­
appointment of visitors is profound when they learn 
that Belize is innocent of such luxuries, and that
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this promising-looking edifice is St. John’s College, 
a Roman Catholic institution run by the American 
Jesuits. Away to the right of this College a group 
of dainty white houses with red roofs in a setting of 
coconut and cabbage palms rise out of the sea, and 
in the dim distance the hazy outline of a range of 
mountains shimmers in the heat of the tropical sun.

Shortly after mid-day we dropped anchor about 
three miles from the town. A launch came out to 
meet us, and the usual formalities connected with 
the granting of pratique having been observed, an 
amiable young official took me ashore, and then 
busied himself ringing up my friends to tell them 
of my unexpected arrival. The residence of Mr. 
Grabham, Hon. Correspondent of The West India 
Committee, was naturally my first objective, and 
that worthy individual could not have been more 

North Front Street, Belize.
The three-storeyed building is that of the Belize Stores,belonging to Belize Estates & Produce Co.

surprised if I had dropped down from the clouds 
when he heard that I was in Belize.

His house is in Regent Street, perhaps the chief 
thoroughfare of the town, and on the way there my 
guide pointed out the actual spot where, in August, 
1918, Mr. Hart-Bennett, C.M.G., who had given 
promise of being one of the most sympathetic and 
thorough Governors who have ever presided over 
the destinies of British Honduras, was fatally 
wounded during a fire through some misguided in­
dividual throwing down from a roof a flagstaff, 
which struck him on the head. Another reminder 
of the conflagration was the gaunt and stark shell 
of the Public Buildings, still standing forlorn and 
desolate, there being no adequate funds available 
for their restoration. That is one of the tragedies of 
British Honduras. There are never any funds. So 
the Public Buildings are still in ruins, the streets 
remain almost unpaved and riddled with the holes 
of repellent land crabs, the swing-bridge over the 
river does not swing, and the town is hemmed in 
to landward by an evil-smelling swamp.

Belize is actually built on a reclaimed mangrove 
swamp; but the reclamation did not proceed far 
enough, and consequently the health of the people 
suffers. The front streets are clean and tidy, but of 
the back through which ugly drainage trenches run, 
the less said the better.

The town straggles along the sea front and up 
both banks of the Belize River, which would 
divide it into two parts but for the unswingable 
swing bridge. Below this bridge lie clusters of 
little sloops and schooners, any one of which might 
have existed in the hectic days of Tom Cringle, 
with their raking masts and dog-hutches on deck, 
and passengers of many shades of colour, who use 
these vessels for reaching the outlying places on 
the coast and the cays. Above it are equally 
numerous small craft, including dug-outs skilfully 

fashioned from various 
trees by black men by 
means of fire and adze. 
The larger of these 
boats, known as Pitpans, 
periodically make the 
journey of over 100 
miles between the capi­
tal and El Cayo on the 
western frontier, where 
goods are transferred to 
muleback and carried 
to the Peten district of 
Guatemala, while the 
shorter boats, called 
Doreys, are used for 
lesser trips down the 
coast and up the river, 
and woe betide them if 
they are overtaken by a 
sudden “Norther,” a 
wind which springs up, 
as we soon had good 
reason to know, with re­
markable suddenness.

On either bank of 
the river are mer­
chants’ stores, some

with landing rafts and sawmills, while on the 
surface of the water great baulks of mahogany, 
dogged together, await shipment after being floated 
down the river. The right bank ends in a short 
and flat promontory called Fort George, though 
no vestige of a fort remains, and there is nothing 
more offensive, nor defensive, upon it than the 
headquarters of the United Fruit Company, which 
traffics in such fruit as the Colony produces. In 
the streets primitive telegraph posts spring up in 
every direction from unpaved sidewalks, though 
in this twenty-second year of the twentieth century 
British Honduras is still deprived of telegraphic 
communication with the outside world except by 
wireless, which can only pick up Swan Island, 270 
miles out to sea, whence messages have to be 
relayed, by courtesy, if you please, of the United 
Fruit Company. This station was established be­
fore the war by the Germans, whose known ambi­
tion it was to have a place in the Caribbean Sun. 
Now its possession and that of the island on which 
it stands is a subject of international controversy.
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But let us return to Regent Street. At its far 
end is Government House, where we were enter­
tained by Mr. (now Sir) Eyre Hutson, the successor 
as Governor of British Honduras to Mr. Hart 
Bennett, whose enthusiasm and eagerness to 
develop the Colony he too evinces. A very roomy, 
wooden building, raised up on piles, with spacious 
reception rooms, wide verandahs and windows shut 
in with blue jalousies, it overlooks on one side a 
lawn running down to the sea, and on the other 
the old red brick Cathedral, by whose square and 
squat tower stands an immense vat to receive the 
rains of heaven, on which Belize depends for drink­
ing water.

In accordance with a time-honoured Easter 
custom, the lawn was thrown open in the afternoon 
to the people, who flocked to it to hear Mr. 
Pinkney’s band, and listened to an excellent concert 
given by these negro musicians. The people looked 
prosperous and happy, and were far better dressed 
than any we had seen in the islands, the young 
ladies being attired in gay yellow, pink and blue 
muslins and picture hats, and the men in spotless 
white or else suits of a distinct American cut, 
bearing the unmistakable stamp of New Orleans. 
But for the best dressed men in the town, you 
must look for a procession of one of the friendly 
societies, whose members do not consider them­
selves correctly attired unless they are wearing long 
black frock coats and top hats, which look more 
lugubrious with black faces than they do even with 
white, though they are relieved by many coloured 
aprons, sashes and scarves of their craft.

In Belize, men and women of African descent 
greatly predominate, but elsewhere in the Colony 
the people are of Spanish, Indian and Carib as 
well as African origin. As far as is known, the 
original inhabitants of British Honduras were the 
Maya Indians, who from some period before Christ 
until the sixth century were responsible for a civili­
sation that is believed to have been of an advanced 
and highly artistic character. They failed, how­
ever, to support themselves by tilling the soil, and 
were starved into emigration to Yucatan. So 
their country was left desolate until the thirteenth 
century, when, after the Toltec invasion of 
Yucatan, the survivors of the Mayas returned and 
carried o’n a precarious existence until they were 
practically exterminated by the Spanish conquista- 
dores. Now the population of British Honduras 
is only 45,317, or five to the square mile, and Mr. 
W. R. Dunlop, who at the time of my visit was 
investigating the possible agricultural resources of 
the Colony, has in his report sounded a serious note 
of warning, pointing out that unless agriculture is 
developed its people will share the fate of the 

Mayas.
(To be continued.)

The Canadian Pacific Railway announce that 
their cargo steamer Montezuma wall maintain a 
regular service between Montreal, Bermuda, Bar­
bados. Trinidad, and British Guiana. She will 
leave Montreal for her first trip on this route on 
May 15th.

THE NAME “GUIANA.
By Rev. James Williams.

(Continued from page 151 and concluded.)
Dr. J. Crevaux points out that the Indians known 

in French Guiana as the 66 Roucouyennes ” call 
themselves 66 Ouayanas,” and he reproduces a 
passage from Thevet which will be given further on.

Thevet’s well-known work, “ Les Singvlaritez de 
la France Antarctiqve,” was published in 1558, but 
Ternaux-Compans found a MS. in the “ Biblio­
thèque royale,” from which he quotes the follow­
ing :—i( Thevet, dans la relation de son voyage, 
rapporte qu’ayant eu occasion d’interroger un 
prisonnier qu’avaient fait les Indiens Tapouyas qui 
habitaient vers l’embouchure de l’Amazone, celui-ci 
lui parla de la province de Guyana comme d’un pays 
très-riche, et lui dit que pour s’y rendre il fallait 
remonter la rivière de Kourou.”

Coud re au says that the name “ Roucouyennes ” 
was given by the first colonists to a people who 
called themselves “ Ouayanas ” or 66 Gouayanas,” 
which he thinks is the origin of the name “Guyane.”

As to this, M. de Goeje has the following :— 
“ Coudreau fut le premier à émettre l’hypothèse 
que les Oyanas (ou Ouayanas) auraient demeuré 
près de la côte et que le nom Guyane ou Gouayana 
ne serait autre que le nom de cette tribu. Cette 
hypothèse ne s’appuit que sur la resemblance des 
noms, elle est dépourvue de toute autre base.” 
Apparently, M. de Goeje, like Mr. Rodway, has 
somewhat overlooked the testimony of the Spanish 
historians.

It may be impossible now to determine whether 
the “ Ouayanas ” of these French writers are the 
same as the “Guayanos” of the Spaniards ; whether 
the tribe of French Guiana is connected with the 
tribe of the Orinoco ; but that Aborigines called 
“ Guayanos ” or “ Guayanas,” belonging to the 
Carib race, dwelt on the banks of the Orinoco is 
surely beyond doubt. Schomburgk has remarked 
on the movements of tribes in former days :— 
“ While ascending the Rupununi last March, I saw 
at one of the settlements a Carib. who told me he 
had lately come with others from the Lower 
Marowini, and entered the Corentyne to join their 
relations at the Rupununi, and that they had left 
their craft at the place where the path leads from 
the Corentyne to the Essequibo. . . . The anti­
quity .... of this path rendered it very interest­
ing to me .... The Caribs, those scourges to the 
less valiant tribes, settled from Surinam along the 
Rupununi, and by means of another much fre­
quented path held intercourse with the Caribs of the 
Caroni and the Orinoco.” And again :—“ Andres 
Miguel had visited the mountains in a S.S.E. direc­
tion, which he described as extensive and inhabited 
by a nation called Aroaki. If this be founded in 
fact, it would be a remarkable instance of the dis­
tribution of tribes, as there could be no doubt that 
the Arawaaks, who at present inhabit the coast 
regions of Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo, wan­
dered from the South to the North. Baron 
Humboldt, in his enumeration of the Indian races 
who inhabit the former province of New Andalusia,
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observes that the Pariagotos, or Parias, formerly 
occupied the coasts of Berbice and Essequibo. They 
have advanced, therefore, further west, while the 
Arawaaks, from the south, and the Guaraounos or 
Warraus from the W.S.W., now occupy their place. 
The few Caribs who at present inhabit British 
Guayana say that their ancestors came from the 
Orinoco.”

Gumilia states that the Guayana Nation lives in 
friendship and alliance with the Cariba Nation, and 
that the “ Guayàna ” language is derived from the 
Carib.

It may be, as indeed often happened, that one 
tribe was known by two names ; at all events, 
Strickland, in a list of the Missions, describes the 
Indians at the “ Mision ... de Caroni ” as 
ii Guayanos o Pariagotos.” The same writer gives 
a document, dated September 9th, 1682, which 
states that two settlements (“ Pueblos ”) of Paria­
gotos existed in the city of Guayana, who had been 
civilised from among the people who dwelt in the 
neighbourhood. The Commandeur, Essequibo, 
writes to the Dutch West India Company, under 
date of January 15th, 1685, that :—“The French in 
the Barima corné and fetch them (i.e. hammocks. 
J.W.) even as far up in the Cuyuni, and have burned 
there the houses of the Pariacots, and have driven 
them away, the latter collect the balsam from the 
trees. ...” The Savannah up the Cuyuni River 
was known as the Pariacot Savannah. Certain in­
structions of April 20th, 1755, make reference to 
the Caribs passing from the Caroni :—“ The first 
mode of ingress is not so general among them 
because they are usually traitors, and although they 
come with the semblance of peace, they are afraid 
of the Missions, and dread being discovered, 
especially by the Pariagota, their enemies.” De 
Tauste’s book, published at Madrid in 1680, bears 
the title : “ Arte, y Bocabvlario de la Lengva de 
los Indios Chaymas, Cvmanagotos, Cores, Parias, 
y otros diverses de la Prouincia de Cvmana, o 
Nveva Andalucia.”

It may be that “ Guayanos ” was a name used 
to designate the tribe of Indians of the Carib race 
known otherwise as Pariagotos. At all events, the 
tradition passed on by Mr. Rodway’s Arawak 
acquaintance appears to be well supported by the 
best authorities. We have now to enquire the 
meaning of the name “ Guayana.”

Varnhagen, the historian of Brazil, held that the 
great nation called “ Tupi ” or “ Guarani,” as it 
spread itself over that country, and thence into 
regions beyond, took various names, and that one 
of these was “ Guayâ,” or “ Guaya-na,” from 
which is derived the names “ Guaiazes ” and 
“ Guaianazes,” and the name “ Guiana ” came 
from the “ Guaiauâzes ” (misprint for 
‘'Guaianazes”?), who dwelt on the Orinoco. 
Varnhagen says the name means “gente estimada,” 
or, as we might say, “ the illustrious people,” and 
is derived from “ guaya,” signifying 66 people,” 
and “ nâ,” meaning “ estimado,” ’“ we the 
esteemed people ” (“ nôsotros os estimados ”). As 
an alternative, he gives “guay” and “ana,” people. 
He also says “ Os senhores da Capitania de 
Vicente chamavamse a si uns ‘ Guaianâs ’ . .

Von Martius prefers another interpretation. He 
thinks the name probably represents the Tupí 
“ cua-apyaba,” which he interprets as “ men 
crowned with feathers.”

The termination of the name “ Guayana ” is, 
apparently, as in the name “ Wapisiana,” from the 
Guarani word “ana,” which means “a relation.”

The meaning Tavera-Acosta gives to the word, as 
we have seen above, looks as though it might be 
connected with the Guarani word “ gûâ,” stain, 
painting, and would signify the painted people. 
Oviedo refers to some Aborigines who were known 
as “ los Pintados,” the painted people.

The Guarani “ guâg ” ornament, or “ agûâ ” 
feather head-dress, probably represents the word 
Von Martius prefers. Perhaps the Guarani “ cû,” 
tongue, and “ai,” bad, might signify “foreigners,” 
the people who could not talk properly—that is, not 
in our language.

But perhaps the name “ Guayana ” is “Kuwái- 
ana,” “ the people of the palm-trees.” In the 
language of the Macusi Indians the palm-tree 
“ Mauritia flexuosa ” is called “kuwái.” Coudreau 
gives “ couaye ” as its name in the Ouayana or 
Roucouyenne language. Aublet writes of the same 
tree as “ Le grand ‘ Ouai ’ des Caraïbes.” It is the 
kind of name one finds among the Aborigines, as for 
instance, Im Thum mentions “ Awarakàna,” mean­
ing “ from the Awara palm,” as the name of an 
Arawak family. Anyone who has seen the “ æta ” 
or “ moriche ” palms (“ Mauritia flexuosa ”) grow 
in their native wilds will remember how prominent 
a feature of the landscape they constitute, and they 
abound in the country where the Guayanos or 
Pariagotos lived on the banks of the Orinoco. Im 
Thurn remarks :—“ These level plains are made 
beautiful by groups and forests of æta palms 
(‘ Mauritia flexuosa ’) . . . ,” and Colonel Codazzi 
writes of “ morichales,” i.e. groups of these trees, 
as one of the features of the savannahs of the 
Caroni. Curiously enough, Peter Martyr (Edition 
of 1516) gives in his “ Vocabvla barbara” the fol­
lowing entry : “ Guaiana : arbor est.”

DEATHS.
I he charge for the announcement of Births, Marriages 

and Deaths is 3/6 for three lines and 1/- for each additional 
line.

Howelt.-Jones.—On March 27th, after an operation. 
Alary, widow of the Hon. Benjamin Howell-Jones, C.M.G., 
o^ British Guiana, and of Aspley Heath, Woburn Sands, 
aged 66.

Harrison.—On March 21st, 1922, at Malacca, Straits 
Settlements, John Harrison, M.D., beloved husband of 
Flora "Harrison, and only and dearly-loved son of Sir 
John and Tady Harrison, of British Guiana.

Boyd. Op April 2nd, in Bridgetown, Barbados. Alice, 
the wife of A\ . A. Bovd. of Para, Brazil, late of 
Georgetown, Demerara. [By cable.]

Johnson. On April 2nd, at (the residence of his son 
and daughter-in-law, Kenmore, Sidcup, Kent, .Arthur 
Johnson, late of Farnham, Surrey, and of Gillespie Bros. 
& Co., Fenchurch Street, London, in his 70th year.

WANT.
Gentleman recently arrived from AVest Indies open to 

appointment in England. Complete knowledge of AVest 
Indian trade generally, with good organising ability. Al 
references.—Apply “ E. E,” c/o The AVest India Com­
mittee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
lpe Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

The Bahamas New York Service.
Mr. Frank C. Munson, President of the Munson 

Line, which has recently started a contract service 
lietween Nassau and New York, on March 7th enter­
tained the Governor, members of the Executive 
Council, the American Consul and others to luncheon 
on s.s. Munargo. Mr. Munson assured his hearers of 
his belief in the potentialities of Nassau as an incom­
parable winter resort.—The Revenue for the last 
quarter of- 1921 was £,128,173, surpassing all records. 
(If this amount, no less than £115,308 was provided by 
Customs duties. During the three months, expendi­
ture only accounted for £79,149.—A successful Exhibi­
tion and Regatta, which were attended by the 
(Governor, were held in Harbour Island on March 8th.

The Guardian calls attention to the unsanitary con­
dition in which the Nassau market is habitually kept.

The Reaping Season in Barbados.
February's weather is described by the Agricultural

Reporter as glorious. Very few dry days were noted 
and the month’s rainfall was the best for some years. 
At the beginning of March, manuring the young crop 
was affording difficulty, many fields having to be 
completed with sheep manure. The reaping season 
had begun, but owing to the rains fuel economy was 
necessary.—Dr. Dalton has tendered to the Govern­
ing Body of Harrison College his resignation as Head­
master as from August 31st, after sixteen years’ ser­
vice in this post.—The Lowell F. Parks, a two-masted 
schooner bound for Newfoundland, foundered on Feb­
ruary 23rd, off Speightstown, which port her 
Canadian crew were with difficulty able to reach.— 
In an interesting paper on the Mosaic disease, read 
before the Agricultural Society on February 24th 
Mr I R Bovell, Director of Agriculture, showed that 
the disease which had first made its appearance in a 
small area in the parish of St. Michael, had now 
spread to several parishes and was even attacking 
Indian corn an 1 sour grass. In order miniin^e the 
verv serious effects thg disease, whose infection spiead 
bv second and third ratoons did even greater damage 
to crops than the primary infection, it was ^nm^ 
on planters to pull up and destroy all ^ted pl^ 
-md select cuttings from healthy canes only.—In spite 
: the previons decision, the House of Assembly 
01 then prex secure the services of an Income
Tax0 eTpert " Mr. Rickman, in connection with local 
< Nation The . 1 gricultural Reporter, of 4th March, 
?dves the following comparison of the '^2° and 192 
gops on various leading estates as far as available .-on various leading

1920.
Tons Tons

Crysta’s. Muscovado.
1,580 —

192
Tons Tons

Crystals. Muscovado.
1,6 0 —

1,149 — 1,401 —

1,474 5 — 788 
1,008 _

: 600

1,000
7 (in

1,100
4231 ov 

900
747

— 501 
403’5

•119 358 —
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2,789 
1,610

1,770 
823’8

2,700

—

4.000
1,612 1,100

Andrews 
Applewhaites 
Carrington 
Edgecumbe 
Haggatts 
Joss River 
Vaucluse 
Kendal 
Warrens 
Mount Wilton 
Guinea

Waterford ... 
Sandv Lane 
lx-mon Arbour

Indian Delegation in British Guiana.
The Indian Colonisation Deputation visited Beter- 

yerwagting on February 27th, when a monster meet­
ing of East Indians was held under the auspices of 
the Rice Growers’ Association. Mr. Bisoonsingh, 
chairman of the local branch, presided, and Mr. 
Soodeo Persaud presented an address of welcome, to 
which Mr. Keatings replied in English, Mr. Tiwary 
in Hindi, and Mr. Pillai in Tamil. The representa­
tions of the meeting to the delegates included (ac­
cording to the Daily Chronicle) a demand for the pub­
lication of the scheme outlined by Dr. Niinan in 
India; (2) the provision of waste savannah lands on 
the East Coast for agriculture and settlement; (3) 
better medical facilities; (4) reduced rates for return 
passages to India; (5) improved drainage and water 
supply.—A Canadian squadron, comprising the 
cruiser Aurora (Captain H. G. Adams) and the des­
troyers Patriot and Patrician, has been visiting 

, Georgetown.—Mr. W. J. Raatgever, assistant sales­
man to Messrs. Garnett & Co., has been appointed 
supervising manager of Messrs. Davson & Co.—The 
death is announced of Dr. J. M. Rohlehr, the son of 
an old Dutch planter and former manager of Pin. 
Albiop. A special ordinance was passed in 1890 to 
enable Dr. Rohlehr (who had a Canadian degree) to 
practise in the Colony.

SaJe of a British Honduras Estate.
In the event of the Honduras Trading Company not 

liquidating their debt of $118,141 due to the Govern­
ment by April 18th, the Governor has invited the 
Legislative Council to accept the offer of Mr. George 
Vipond, of Montreal, to purchase the Riversdale 
estate. Mr. Vipond has offered $80,000 in four equal 
instalments, with an option for twelve months to buy 
Crown Lands within twenty miles of the estate at 
$2 per acre.—A recent visitor to' the Colony from 
Guatemala lias been Colonel J. H. White, head of 
Yellow Fever Commission of the Rockefeller Founda­
tion and Chief Adviser of the United States Govern­
ment in quarantine matters. Colonel White, who was 
entertained by the Governor and the Medical Officers 
of the Colony, expressed the view that the coming 
summer will see Yellow Fever stamped out on the en­
tire North American Continent.— In the interests of 
the suo’ar growers of Toledo and Corozal, who have 
recently found themselves unable to face the com­
petition of imported sugar, a motion was introduced 
into the Legislative Council in favour of doubling the 
suo-ar duties, but meeting with opposition was with­
drawn.—Under the caption “Our Local Poo-Bah, the 
Clarion calls attention to the fact that the Registrai- 
General (Hon. Herbert Dunk) is also acting as Dis­
trict Commissioner of Belize, and by virtue of these 
two offices he is also Census Enumerator, Official 
Receiver in Bankruptcy, and . Official Adnnmstiator 
while he holds in addition the offices of Controller of 
Enemy Property, Controller of the Local dealing 
Office and Commissioner of Income lax.

Grenada's British Population.
Out of Grenada’s total population of 66,302, 99-9 P« 

cent are of British citizenship, acquired in one form 
cen a , 66 aliens, iq are Americans, i0S 1? ar «laX majority of the 

last-named residing in Carriacon These facts appear 
^^r^r^ishT^

<’anil2 mi1v 201 per cent, of whom speak patois, the 
¡^bitXrf X in the Primary Schools has



176 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. April 13, 1922.

caused its gradual extinction. Ninety-four persons 
are returned as speaking Hindi—about half of the 
number shown as having been born in India. About 
one-fourth of the population is directly engaged in cul­
tivating the soil. Of the agricultural labourers the 
proportion of females to males is as 132 to ido. No 
fewer than 10,646, or a sixth of the entire population, 
are tabulated as “proprietors of land,” showing the 
strength of the peasant proprietorship system in 
Grenada, and it is probable that the above figure by 
no means exhausts the number of actual landowners, 
many having chosen to denominate themselves under 
their other occupations, commercial or professional. 
The number of black persons to each white was 56.3, 
the ratio being highest in Carriacou and lowest in the 
rural district of St. George. In every 1,000 of the 
population, 5.6 will be found to be either blind, deaf 
and dumb, mentally deranged or afflicted with 
leprosy. The Roman Catholic religion has the 
greatest number of adherents, numbering 59.72 of the 
whole, Anglicans coming next with 33 per cent. 
Nearly a third of the population are given as illiterate, 
but this unduly large proportion has been swelled by 
the inclusion of children between five and nine years 
old, a large number of whom in the ordinary course 
cannot read or write.

The New Jamaica Tariff.
The revised Bill to amend the Customs Tariffs and 

give effect to the Canadian Trade Agreement of 1920 
was read a second time on March 7th. Three of the 
elected members opposed the Bill chiefly on the 
ground that as it stood it had the effect of increasing 
taxation. A representative meeting of merchants, at 
which Mr. Simon Sou tar presided, was held on March 
10th to consider the Bill. Hon. H. A. L. Simpson, 
O.B.E., Mr. R. S. Gamble, Mr. W. Wilson, Mr. A. H. 
Da Costa, Mr. Horace Myers were amongst those who 
spoke criticizing various aspects of the Bill, a sub­
committee being appointed to draw up a resolution 
on the subject.—At the annual meeting of the Jamaica 
Imperial Association, which was held on March 18th, 
with Mr. W. Baggett Gray in the chair, the state of 
Kingston and the need for its improvement called forth 
a vigorous protest. On the motion of Mr. D. O. Kelly- 
Lawson, it was agreed to recommend the imposition 
of a duty of id. per lb. on sugar to protect the home- 
grown article.—The Secretary of State’s approval of 
the extension of the Government Railway from 
Chapelton to Frankfield having been obtained, the 
work is to be started shortly.—The delegation of 
Canadian business men, representing the Canadian 
Manufacturers Association, arrived on February 25th, 
sailing two days later. To welcome them, an “At 
Home” was given at King’s House, by the Governor, 
and this was followed by a banquet and ball at Con­
stant Spring Hotel. On the next day, the party was 
taken in motor cars to the new Gray’s Inn Central, 
near Annotto Bay. At a crowded and enthusiastic 
meeting at the Institute of Jamaica, the lines on which 
trade between Canada and Jamaica might best develop 
were forcefully indicated by speakers representing 
local business interests.—The death is reported of Mr. 
Charles Arnold Malabre, one of Kingston’s best 
known merchants and shipping agents.—Bathing in 
Kingston Harbour on March 14th, a 14 year old girl, 
Miss Lopez, had her leg bitten off by a shark, after­
wards succumbing to her injuries.—A decided step to­
wards the emancipation of women was taken in the 
Legislative Council on March 4th, when on the motion 
of Mr. Nash, a resolution approving of their admission 
to membership of the Parochial Boards and Kingston

Council, was carried.—Mr. William Morrison has 
been appointed a member of the Privy Council and 
nominated a member of the Legislative Council, the 
appointment giving great satisfaction. Mr. Ellis 
Levy has been made a J.P.—Mr. H. G. de Lisser, 
C.M.G., presiding at the annual meeting of the Insti­
tute of Jamaica, urged the need of greater support 
from public funds for the useful work of the Institute. 
Afterwards Mr. R. S. Biscoe delivered a lecture on 
Rural Jamaica.

The Montserrat Cotton Crops.

Mr. K. P. Penchoen writes under date March 13th . 
“Having had some rain at the end of February, cotton 
planting was started on the first of March (the earliest 
date allowed by law) and several of the larger estates 
have finished their first planting. With a continuance 
of present conditions the crop may be established in 
those districts now planted by the middle of April. 
Several bales of cotton have been sold locally of late 
and the s.s. Counsellor, now in port, is taking practi­
cally the last of the cotton crop, some 600 bales.—An 
effort is being made to allow cottonseed from here to 
be imported into Barbados, after being disinfected for 
pink bollworm.—His Honour C. F. Condell was en­
tertained at dinner by officials, and his friends at 
Coconut Hill Hotel on the evening of the nth. Major 
Peebles, who has come to act as Commissioner was 
also a guest. A most enjoyable evening was spent. 
Hon. W. H. Wilkins, senior unofficial member of the 
Executive Council, presided, and he proposed the toast 
of the evening. Mr. Condell replied in his usual 
felicitous style. Mr. S. W. Howes proposed the 
health of Major Peebles, and he replied : “ We are 
losing a good Commissioner and a courteous gentle­
man, and many of us are deeply sorry to hear that 
Mr. Condell is not likely to return as our Commis­
sioner.”

St. Vincent’s Small Cotton Yield.
For the current crop, it is estimated that only 

about 550 bales (of 360 lbs.) of Sea Island cotton will 
be reaped from 2,907 acres. This disappointing yield 
(for 1,453 acres planted in 1920 yielded 1,707 bales) is 
due to last autumn’s hurricane.

Trinidad and the Royal Wedding.

Writing on March nth, Mr. Hamlyn states that 
February 28th, was observed as a public holiday in 
honour of the marriage of Princess Mary, and, as ;t 
was also the second day of the local Carnival, the 
popular celebration was' very hearty. The amount 
subscribed to the public fund to provide a wedding 
gift to be presented to Princess Mary on behalf of the 
Colony has exceeded $3,000. At a’meeting of the 
Legislative Council on Friday, March 3rd, the 
Governor read the congratulatory7 telegrams which 
had been sent to the King and Princess Mary on the 
occasion of the Royal Wedding and the replies which 
had been received.—In answer to questions by7 Hon. 
E. M. Lazare, the Government furnished statistics 
relating to the oil industry for the years 1919, 1920, 
and 1921, showing that there had been a steady in­
crease in the output of crude oil, kerosene and gaso­
lene, and also in the Government revenue derived 
from the royalties and other dues levied on the in­
dustry. The acting Attorney-General obtained leave 
to withdraw a Bill to amend the Industrial Training 
Ordinance, and undertook to introduce a Bill consoli­
dating four existing Ordinances on the same subject, 
together with the proposed amendments. The Auditor-
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General obtained leave to postpone until the next 
meeting the second reading of a Bill to amend the 
Agricultural Relief Ordinance because he had re­
ceived two letters of protest against the proposed 
amendments which he had had no time to digest.—The 
White Star liner Megantic arrived from Jamaica on 
Monday, March 6th. A party of Canadian commercial 
men, representative of the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
Association, came by her. The Trinidad Chamber of 
Commerce has arranged for them a programme of 
entertainment, including visits to points of interest in 
the Colony, and a special meeting of the Chamber to 
welcome them is to be held on Tuesday, March 14th. 
The Megantic also brought Mr. Charles Rickman, 
the income-tax expert, who has been assisting the 
Government of Jamaica to arrange their taxation, and 
has come here at the request of the Trinidad Govern­
ment to render them a similar service. The Canadian 
Pacific steamer Empress of Britain paid a second visit 
to Port-of-Spain on Thursday, March 9th. Both she 
and the Megantic brought many more passengers than 
they did when they came here last month.—On March 
6th the Governor laid the foundation-stone of the 
Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Club. The building occupies 
a first-rate site opposite the Queen’s Park savannah, 
and is nearing completion.—The Governor has paid 
his first visit to Tobago, leaving Port-of-Spain on 
Tuesday, March 7th, returning on Thursday, March 
qth, and travelling both ways on H.M. Canadian 
cruiser Aurora.—The appointment of Mr. F. J. 
McLeod as Resident Superintendent of the Leper 
Settlement has not been confirmed by the Governor.— 
At a general meeting of the Agricultural Society on 
March 9th, Mr. Freeman, Director of Agriculture, 
read a paper on the establishment of a fruit industry 
in Trinidad and Tobago. On the motion of Mr. A. V. 
Stollmever a strong Permanent Fruit Committee was 
appointed.

MANDATED TERRITORIES.

Admitted to Preference Privileges.

An Order in Council dated the 6th of February, 
entitled “Imperial Preference Order No. 1 of 
1922 ” brings within the definition of the Bntisn 
Empire, tor thè purpose of Section 8 of the Finance 
Act, 1919, which extends a preference m goods con­
signed from, and grown, produced or manufactured 
in the British Empire, the under-mentioned tem- 

t°7a) The South-West Africa Territory
German South-West Africa) exercised by the 
Government of the Union of South Afnca,

Ibi The territory of New Guinea (i.e., the former 
German possessions in the Pacific Ocean situ­
ated south of the Equator other than german 
qnmna and Nauru) exercised by the Govern 
ment of the Commonwealth of Australia; and 

rei The territory of Western Samoa (formerly 
( ’ German Samoa) exercised by the Government

°f thn D°^ÌOtha”f iTteSt's of South- 

It mav be no and Western Samoa all

mately 6,800 to 7,000 tons.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

Jamaica’s “ Naval Dockyard.”
Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy, R.N., in the debate 

on the Navy Estimates on March 24th protested vigor­
ously against the maintenance of the naval dockyard 
at Jamaica, the dismantling of which he said would 
be a great proof of our sincerity when we said wé 
wished to live on terms of naval friendliness and co­
operation with the United States of America. Jamaica 
was sb far inside America’s sphere of shore action 
that in the event of war we could not hold the island, 
and money spent on it was therefore utterly wasted.

After continuing in this strain for some little time, 
the gallant and hon. member was somewhat taken 
aback when he was informed by Mr. Amery that the 
Jamaica naval dockyard was actually closed down in 
1904, and all that was provided for in the estimates 
were oil tanks necessary for the replenishing of out 
Fleet in North American and West Indian waters.

[This reminds iis of an episode which occurred some 
years ago in the Legislative Coiihcil of a Presidency 
of the LéëWard Islands. On an estimate for the pro­
vision of a salary for a chain-man for the surveyor, an 
honourable member, in a lengthy speech denounced 
thé local Government for introducing undesirable 
aliens, taking the bread out of the niôùths of thé 
labouring classes of the Colony, and so on, before his 
attention could be directed to the fact that it was a 
chain-man and not Chinaman who was to be introduced 
into the colony.—Ed.]

Mr. Amery, in reply to a subsequent question, in­
formed Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy that the 
amount spent by the Admiralty in the Island ol 
of Jamaica in connection with oil-fuelling arrange­
ments, and for other purposes, including the upkeep 
of the naval wireless telegraph station, was approxi­
mately £87,500, of which about ¿27,500 was in respect 
of the past year. The amount estimated to be spent 
in the present financial year was about ¿32,500, 
mainly capital ex]>enditure in connection with the oil-, 
fuel installation. Unless the naval wireless telegraph 
station was taken over by the Colonial Authorities, 
it would be reduced to care and maintenance party 
by the end of May.

Home-Grown Beet to pay no Excise.
In the House of Commons on March 30th Lieut. - 

Colonel Courthope (by private notice) asked the Minis­
ter of Agriculture whether the Government had yet 
come to a decision on the proposal, placed before the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer recently by a large and 
representative deputation, to grant a temporary re­
mission of the excise duty on home-grown sugar 111 
order to assist the establishment of the sugar-beet in­
dustry in this country ? t

The Minister of Agriculture (Sir Arthur Boscawen) 
replied : Yes, sir. The Government have decided that, 
in view of the exceptional circumstances of this new 
industry, and the condition of unemployment in this 
country? no excise duty should be charged onihome- 
<rrown sugar, and the necessary provision foi the 
removal of the existing duty will be made in the 
Finance Bill of this session. It is, of course, impossible 
to bind any future Government, but, in view 
Het that the remission of the excisé is ^fded to 
1 f o «éw industry during the experimental period, 
R may be hoped that Parliament would Wt re-impose
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any excise duty until the industry has been firmly 
established.

Colonel Wedgwood : Have the right hon. gentle­
man’s Liberal colleagues in the Government accepted 
this solution of the difficulty? Sir A. Boscawen : 
This is the decision of the Government.

Mr. Lyle-Samuel : May I ask when this decision was 
reached and when it became operative—whether it 
applies to this immediate financial year, or whether 
it will not become operative until a decision is reached 
by this House upon the proposals made in the Finance 
Bill for 1922-23 ?

Mr. N. Maclean : Have any conditions been laid upon 
the firms in this industry in this country that the 
difference caused by the remission of the excise duty 
is not going to be imposed upon the consumers in this 
country, and thereby give a larger profit to those con­
cerned in the industry?

Sir A. Boscawen : There will be nothing imposed on 
the consumer. Unless this remission is made the in­
dustry will not proceed. That is the only point. No 
special conditions have been laid down. As to when 
the remission comes into operation, the announcement 
which is made to-day will enable growers to plant 
their beet, but, of course, it cannot actually come into 
operation until it has been enacted bv this House.

Mr. Griffiths rose. Mr. Speaker : The answer to the 
last question makes it clear that a decision of this 
House will be necessary before anything can come into 
operation.

Mr. Griffiths : On a point of order. If the matter 
is not to be discussed until the Finance Bill is intro­
duced, are not these people going to receive the benefit 
in anticipation of the decision of the House?

Mr. Speaker : That is really not a point of order. 
It is quite clear that the Government have announced 
what they will propose to the House, and that is all 
they can do.

Lt.-Col. James asked on April 5th whether one of 
the beet sugar factories now operating in England, 
which, having been in existence for over 10 years 
could be regarded as no longer in the experimental 
stage, the controlling interest and management was 
in the hands of Dutch capitalists. Major Barnston, 
replying for Sir Arthur Boscawen, stated that the 
factorv referred to, that at Cantlev, was still in its 
experimental stage. It had been built in 1012, had 
been dosed during the war, and reopened in 1920. 
He understood that negotiations were now in pro­
gress for the amalgamation of the two factories under 
British control.

On the same dav Lieut.-Col on el James asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether seeing that the 
proposed remission of Excise Duty on home-grown 
sugar would amount to a preference of /21 per ton in 
favour of English beet as against Colonial cane as the 
duties now stood and that the Budget statement had 
been anticipated as regards the Sugar Excise Duties, 
he could now make anv statement as to assisting the 
Colonial cane-sugar industry by a reduction in the 
Customs duties or otherwise. Mr. Young replied : 
“The special circumstances which rendered necessary 
an immediate announcement on the subject of the 
Excise duty had already been indicated ; he was un­
able to anticipate the Budget statement in other 
respects.”

Mr. Macquisten : “Will the Minister take into con­
sideration that unless some step is taken to protect 
West Indian sugar, the West Indies will be again 
reduced to destitution, and the whole machinery of 
the trade will be destroyed owing to American opera­
tions in Cuba?”

CORRESPONDENCE.
The views expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular. z
To the Editor of The West India Committee Circular.

Sir,—I am directed by the Chairman of our Pro­
visional Committee, Sir George Le Hunte, to ask if 
you. will kindly allow us to use the medium of your 
valuable journal to keep the people of the West Indies 
informed from time to time, of the progress of the 
West India Health and Welfare Society. Circulars 
detailing the objects of our Socety have been sent 
to every West Indian Colony, and so far we have had 
encouraging replies from the Governors of Jamaica, 
Trinidad, British Honduras, and the Leeward Islands, 
the Administrators of St. Vincent, Dominica and St. 
Kitts-Nevis, the Commissioner of Turks and Caicos 
Islands, the Magistrate of Anguilla, and the Senior 
Medical Officers of Jamaica and the Bahamas.

Turks and Caicos have the distinction of being the 
first West Indian Colony to appoint a representative 
of our Committee in London, in the person of the 
Rev. A. H. Dolphin of the S.P.G. Our Bermuda 
correspondent has written that he hopes a branch 
may be started there, and it is possible a Jamaica 
branch will shortly be formed. The Hon. Mrs. Gideon 
Murray and Mrs. Minnett, M.D., have recently joined 
the Provisional Committee in London.

It cannot be made too clear, that we are out to 
encourage and support all the existing welfare socie­
ties in the West Indies with money and advice, if 
they will allow’ us to do so, when we are fully or­
ganised. The only condition we ask is, that these 
societies.should become affiliated to our Society. This 
they can do, by sending delegates to a central council, 
where two or more societies exist in a colony, and, 
let this council adopt our name and rules, and call 
themselves a branch of our Society. The organisa­
tion and rules of existing societies need not be inter­
fered with. Under Health and Welfare are 
included Baby Saving Leagues, Tuberculosis 
Associations, Nursing Associations and Crèches, 
and all similar societies. Our Executive Committee, 
when appointed, will consist chiefly of doctors, 
specialists in Sanitary Science and Tropical Medicine, 
some West Indian ladies interested in the movement, 
and some trained nurses.

We do not wish to go on until we have authority 
from the people of the West Indies to act for them. 
We, therefore, have asked them to form a branch 
in each Colony, and appoint a representative on <’uf 
Committee in London.

Our society has the support unofficially of 
the Colonial Office, The West India Committee, and 
the S.P.G., and is in touch with the British Red Cross 
Society, the Overseas Nursing Association, the London 
School of Tropical Medicine, the British Medical As­
sociation, and the Royal Colonial Institute. It is evi­
dent that if this Society is to succeed it must have the 
hearty support of the women of the West Indies of 
all classes, backed by the clergy and the doctors. We 
have provided the scheme for them to develop in their 
own way, if they wish to do it. .Temporary financial 
depression should not prevent the formation of a 
branch in each colony, because the minimum sub­
scription can be fixed locally to suit everybody’s 
pocket.

G. B. Mason,
Hon. Sec.

W.I. Health and Welfare Society.
•*59» South Lambeth Road,

Clapham, S.W.8. March 21st, 1922.
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Home Arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Stuyvesant, 

Plymouth, April 8th:—

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth, April 
Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Allan 
Miss Allan 
Mr. T. Clarke 
Miss E. Coates 
Mr. P. Clark 
Mr. J. Dreardon 
Mrs. E. Dagnail 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G

Finney 
Major A. G. Gibson 
Sir H. M.Gray, K.B.E., 

C.B. 
Mr. & Mrs. C. C.

Gulliland 
MissM. Gulliland

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

from Jamaica,

Mrs. Hawthorne & fam. 
Mr. E. L. V. Hill 
Mr C. Kirkland 
Miss M. Knowles 
Mrs. M. Morrison 
Mr. Robt. Morrison 
Mr. C. Munro 
Mr. L. McKinnon 
Mr. W. Moore 
Mrs. F. L. Olmsted 
The Misses Olmsted (2) 
Mr. J. Peet 
Mr. J. F. Phillpotts 
Mr. H. E. Phillpotts 
Mr. & Mrs. H. B. Pyne 

i R.M.S. Camito,

Mr. R. E. Prodgers 
M iss A. Potter 
Mr. & Mrs. D.

Robertson 
Mrs. & Miss Rushworth 
Sir George Saltmarsh 
Miss E. Saltmarsh 
Rev. & Mrs. R. Searle 
Mr. N. Sellars 
Mr. C. J. Strachan 
Dr. C. T. Trechman 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Thurston 
Mr. G. Yates

MissE. Adamson 
Miss M. P. Austin 
Mr. C. Bayston 
Mr. H. H. Berkeley 
Mr. P. Bullock 
Mrs. B. Bunnel 
Mrs. F. Clayton 
Sir Edward Davson 
Miss E. Fenwick 
Mr. & Mrs. JI. Fletcher

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

Mr. W. Ford
Mr. & Mrs. J. Genth
Mr. & Mrs. R. Hancock
Mr. E. Lamb
Mr. J. McLacklan 
Mr. E. Morgan 
Mr. S. Mosely 
Mr. A. Noakes 
Miss P. Noble 
Dr. S. B. Peart

Mr. J. Romanes
Mr.E. J. Rook
The Misses Rook (2) 
Mr. J. A. M. Scobie 
Miss C. Smith
Mr. C. Stainburn
Mr. & Mrs. R. Sterling 
Mr. & Mrs. C.

Wheating & family

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Scientist, 
March 31st:—
Mr. W. Bobbington 
Mr. H. M. Davies 
Mr. A. Groves & fam.

Mr. R. Leachaloupe
Mr. D. McAlister 
Mr. J. W. Mortimer

Mr. L. B. Ridley 
Mr. W. G. B. Smith 
Mr. D. M- Walsh

Sailings to West 
April 7th :—

Indies, from London, in s.s. Ingoma,

Mrs. Alefounder & fam. 
Mr. G. S. Baker 
Mr. E. Hyslop Bell 
Dr. A. H. Burt 
MissA. M. Edwards 
M r. A- Gomes

Miss S. Hughes
Mr. E. J. Lange
Dr. & Mrs. L. E. Murray
Miss E. M. Roden
Mi. & Mrs. H. G. Spain

Miss R. Spain
Mr. J. Sturge
Mrs. & Miss Thomas
Mr. T. Twyman
Miss H. M. Wilson

To
B’dos & T’dad..

From
Dover

Packet
... Venezuela

Sailing
... Apr. 14

Jamaica Bristol ... Motagua ... „ 18
B’dos & T’dad... Liverpool ... Or a ni an ... „ 21
Jamaica Bristol ... Bay ano - „ 24
Jamaica Liverpool ... Miami ... „ 25
West Indies ... London ... Counsellor ... „ 25

T’dad, D’ara &
St. Lucia St. Nazaire .. Haiti ... Apr. 19
G’ada, T’dad & 
Demerara New York ... Matura ... May 9
West Indies Halifax .. Chiqnecto ... „ 9
B’mas, J'aca & 
B. H’das Montreal ... Canadian Forester „ 31

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
I'he figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

■ Anti-
1 gua.

To
J Jan.31

! Bar-
1 bados.
! To
Feb. 28

British
Guiana 

To
Jan. 31

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
Feb. 28

Domi­
nica
To

Dec. 31

Grenada.
To 

Jan. 31

Jamaica.
To 

Mar. 4

Mont­
serrat.

To 
Jan. 31

St.
Lucia. 

To 
Jan.31

St. Kitts 
Nevis. 

To 
Dec. 31

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Dec. 31

Trinidad 
To

Jan. 31

Arrowroot ................ lbs.
— 2.204,633

6,002
Asphalt............................
Balata ...............
Bananas ............................

tons 
lbs. 

. bchs.
93,850

53.666 2,944 1,123,859 410 238

614Bauxite .......................... ... tons.
Bitters .............................
Cacao

... galls.
lbs. 757,568 1,451,744 1,939,392 136 302,347 130,644

152,064
5,118,592

Cassava Starch lbs.
44.920
83,290

i 288 470 299,787 3,788,590 8,310 121,890 12,303 1,337,075
Coco-nuts
Coffee ... ...............
Copra ...........................
Cotton. M. Galante ...

No. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs.

6.143

36,316
626 6.071,392

42,348 4,495

747,796

83,805
137,189
493,026

223,600

Cotton. Sea Island ... lbs. 9,882 2,800 704,480 11,634

Cotton Seed ................
Diamonds

lbs. 
... carats 11,542 4,380 1,824Dyewoods ................ tons 3,000 452,480

Ginger ................
Gold .............................
Ground Nuts ...
Honey ................
Lime Juice (raw)

lbs. 
ozs. 
lbs. 
lbs.

... galls.

1,281

3,412
101,817
221,624 535

146,132
1.503

12,992

6,298

313,643
2,760

540

.. (conctd.) ... ••• «V 70.075
.. oil.............................

lbs. 2 990 1156.736 34Lime (citrate of)
Logwood ... ... tons 6,318 164 861
Lumber 
Mahogany ................. 40

857.308
810,200 107,481 19.600

Manjak ................
Molasses............................. .. galls 52,500 211.038 175

441,020 73,000
180

6,764 65,885

Oranges .............................
Essential Oils................
Petroleum .................

... Xu.

.. lbs.

... galls.

3,844

3,013,024

2,387,876

Pimento.............................. lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs.

... ^a^ls.

1.740.536 442
Rice ...............
Rubber ................ 
Rum .............................

I
104 901 J 55.488

233,000
23

86,230

123,627

2 201 10 8,134 168
12

Shingles ...
Sugar ... ...............
Timber

tons 
...cub.ft.

1,009 1 2,342
13.869 224.245 __________
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY. RUM. On 
no sales have

the fortnight rum has 
been reported either

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib, London.” w

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3. 
April Uth, 1922.

export. Buyers are holding off until

been very dull, and 
for home trade or 
the introduction of

the Budget, which is provisionally fixed for May 1st.
The stocks in London on April

BANK RATE. 4| per cent, as from February 16th.
Jamaica ...
Demerara
Total of all kinds

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. ... 
France 

.. Belgium 

.. Italy

Mar 28th April 11th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

17 11J 18 li In Spain ...
1 18 6 1 18 0 ,, Germany
2 15 2 11 Austria
3 12 0 3 4 9 Holland

Mar.28th April 11th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.
12 4 12 6

72 9 0 64 8 0
1332 0 0 1378 0 0

19 2 19 2

CACAO is rather 
tions tending lower.

1922
10,911
19,342 
39,588

quiet, with

1st were:—
1921

9,231 
16,315 
35,696

values for

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 2s.
SUGAR. Prices in the New York market have been 

inclined to soar during the fortnight, the value of duty- 
paid Cubans rising to 4.11 c.—equal to 2.50 c. c.i.f., and 
about 2.33 c. f.o.b. Sellers had, however, to give way at this 
point, and yesterday’s quotation for duty-paid Cubans was 
3.86 c., equivalent to 2.25 c.i.f. and 2.08 f.o.b. Futures
quotations were: For May, July and September, 2.49 c., 
2.68 c., and 2.86 c. respectively.

There have been some fluctuations in the home market, in 
sympathy with New York, but the fortnight has closed 
with firmer prices. Yesterday’s quotations were:—London 
granulated 48/6, American granulated, spot 48/-; West 
Indian crystallised 42/6 to 44/-; white Mauritius, c.a.f., 
23/-; preferential, 96 deg., c.i.f., 17/-, and foreign, 96 deg., 
13s. 6d., c.i.f. Terminal market quotations were fbr May’ 
July and September, 96 deg. sugar, 14/6; white sugar, 
20/H, 20/21, and 20/3f.

The receipts of new crop sugars at the Cuban shipping 
ports for the week ending March 18th amounted to 220,458 
tons, which constitutes a record for the island. In addition, 
there were 14,892 tons of old crop sugars received, making 
the total arrivals for the week 235,350 tons. The exports 
also were very large, being 229,789 tons of old and new 
crop sugar. The shipments to Canada and Europe were 
11,529 tons and 50,724 tons respectively.

The actual loss of sugar in Cuba due to the recent fires 
in the canefield is estimated by Willett and Grav to be 
15,000 tons.

Messrs. Willett and Gray’s latest estimate of the 1921-22 
world’s crop is 16,607,560 tons, 15,897 tons in excess of 
the 1920-21 output. 11,597,060 tons are cane and 5,010,500 
tons beet. If the Indian official estimate is realised, the 
production will be 390,000 tons in excess of Willett and 
Gray’s figures.

The imports of sugar into British India for the nine 
months ending December, 1921, amounted to 528,650 tons, 
as against 181,066 tons for the same period in 1920. Java 
supplied 485,003 tons, and Mauritius 24,814 tons; 4,581 tons 
came from Belgium.

It is stated that a company has been formed in Holland, 
under the title of the International Sugar Company, having 
for its principal objects the acquiring and exploiting of 
sugar factories and trading in sugar. The capital of the 
company is 5,000,000 guilders, and the board of directors 
includes the manager of the German Disconto Gesellschaft. 
The 1921-22 crop of the Netherlands has concluded with 
the unexpectedly large output of 370,000 tons.

During January and February, the United States ex­
ported 127,720 tons of sugar, of which 37,350 tons went 
to the United Kingdom.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on April 1st 
were :—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922. 1921.
6.758 7,065
8,289 11,876
3,164 3,593

1920.
11,381 Tons

8,225 „
11,292 „

1920
7,214 Puns.

12,333 „
27,842 „

most descrip-
Fine Trinidad on the spot is in small

supply and quoted nominally at 73/- to 75/-; to arrive is 
slow at 55/- to 60/-. Fine Grenada is selling slowly at 
58/- to 60/-, but other West Indian is dull.

The stocks in London on April 1st were :—
1922. 1921.

Trinidad.............. 5,287 22,267
Grenada.............. 13,402 20,463
Total of all kinds 98,366 190,872

1920.
18,499 Bags.
20,753 „

151,663 „

ARROWROOT. Only a retail business is passing, and 
prices are unchanged at: fair to good manufacturing, 3±d. 
to 4d., and good to fine grocery 4^d. to 6fd.

BALATA, continues dull. West Indian sheet is quoted 
nominally at 3/2 per lb. spot; forward 2/11 c.i.f.

BAY OIL. The recent arrivals of bay oil have met 
with no demand.

COFFEE. Fine qualities continue to meet with a good 
demand, and prices are steady, but common sorts are slow 
of sale, with prices easier. Good to fine ordinary Jamaica 
is selling slowly at 65/- to 70/-, but Blue Mountain is 
nominal in the absence of supplies.

COPRA. The market is quiet, with West Indian 
f.m.s. valued at £25 10s. c.i.f. Holland, or £25 c.i.f. 
London.

COTTON. There has been a fair enquiry for West 
Indian Sea Island at unchanged prices: medium 23d., 
fine 31 d., and extra fine 40d.

HONEY is quiet, but steady. There has been a little 
more demand during the last few days for spot parcels, 
and Jamaica dark liquid is now quoted at 27/6 to 30/-, 
pale amber 40/- to 45/-, and fine pale, set, 60/- to 65/- per 
cwt

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is 
attracting \ery little attention. Distilled is easier in con­
sequence of heavy arrivals, and recent quotations are 
difficult to obtain. Lime Juice. Concentrated remains 
unchanged. The old stock of Raw of indifferent quality 
is neglected, but really good new juice is wanted.

LOGWOOD is unchanged. The last quotation was 
about £9 per ton spot.

ORANGE OIL. There are buyers of Jamaica Sweet 
at 10/- on the spot, but Bitter remains unchanged.

RUBBER has improved on the fortnight. Crepe and 
sheet are quoted at 8fd. spot. The total stock in London 
is 66,694 tons.

SPICES. The market for Pimento is very quiet, with 
sellers at 19/6 per cwt., c.i.f. Hamburg frim Jamaica. 
Spot is dull and quoted at 2|d. per lb. There is very little- 
enquiry for Ginger of low quality, but good to fine con­
tinues scarce. The market for Nutmegs is steady to 
dearer, with sound 65’s quoted at 1/1 to 1/3. Mace is 
quiet, but steady. Fair to good pale is quoted at 1/7 to 
1/9, and middling 1/4 to 1/6 per lb.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
4i Barbados (Messrs. M ilkinson & Gaviller), March 31st : 

Fine rains generally throughout the island. Weather in­
tensely hot, young crop very promising.” British Guiana : 
BeRBICE (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), April 5th:

Nice showers have fallen.” Demerara (Messrs. Curtis. 
Campbell & Co.), April 7th: “ A few light showers have 
fallen, but more rain would be acceptable.”
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TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS.

OVER twenty months have elapsed since dele­
gates representing the Dominion of Canada 
and the Greater British West Indies signed 

a memorable declaration appended to the Trade 
Agreement, in which they pledged themselves to 
recommend for the favourable consideration of 
their respective Governments that direct British- 
owned and British-controlled cables should be laid 
to connect Bermuda with Barbados, Trinidad, 
British Guiana, the Windward Islands, the Leeward 
Islands and Turks Islands, or Jamaica, without 
waiting for the termination of the agreement of

the West India and Panama Telegraph Company. 
Almost as many years have elapsed since The West 
India Comm’.ttee put forward this self-same policy 
for the amelioration of the West Indian telegraphic 
situation. Owing, however, to financial stringency, 
effect has not yet been given to the proposals for 
laying the new cables, and there is a danger of 
the West Indies being caught napping and having 
no cut-and-dried scheme ready to put into force 
before the expiration of the present contract. The 
result of this would be disastrous, and it is earnestly 
to be hoped that, with the cost of cables and tele­
graphic material generally on the down grade, it 
may be possible to make definite arrangements for 
the extension of the cable from Bermuda to 
Barbados and Trinidad. Meanwhile, it would be 
folly to ignore the growing possibilities of wireless 
communication. It may be remembered that the 
Committee of the Imperial Communications Com­
mittee, which closely investigated the respective 
advantages of wireless and cables for the West 
Indies, reported adversely on wireless on the 
grounds that it would involve a heavy expenditure 
owing to the number of new stations which would 
have to be erected and to the necessity of maintain­
ing a transmission and receiving station at Bermuda 
at the cost of the Colonies concerned ; and that if 
was not strategically so advantageous as the cable 
system. This report was produced at a time when, 
curiously enough, several of the West Indian 
islands were entirely dependent on wireless for 
communication with one another and the outside 
world, a small station having been equipped in 
Barbados during the war by some youthful enthu­
siasts who had just left school, which maintained 
very effective connection with the Trinidad station 
during that difficult period. It must be recognised 
that the position of wireless as a means for com­
mercial communication has undergone a remarkable 
transformation within the last few years, this 
development being due to the construction of more 
efficient apparatus and the employment of con­
tinuous electrical waves in the place of the earlier 
spark systems. Every day some fresh evidence of 
development in this connection is forthcoming. A 
station at Carnarvon recently transmitted a regular 
series of news messages direct to India and also 
to Australia for experimental purposes, and we 
are informed that these messages were received 
intact in each instance. There are now at least 
five commercial wireless services across the Atlantic 
linking the United States and Canada with Nor- 
way, *Great Britain, Germany and France^ while 
a further transatlantic route is under construction 
between the United States and Poland. In the
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western world again, apart from the long-distance 
commercial services from Canadian and United 
States stations, the United States Government pos­
sesses a number of high-powered stations, several 
of which, including one at Porto Rico, can, it is 
said, be heard on even small aerials in England. 
Atmospheric disturbances which have hitherto been 
considered to be inimical to wireless operations in 
the West Indies, can now, as we pointed out last 
year, be eliminated to a very marked degree by 
the employment of up-to-date apparatus, and in 
any case these troubles are limited to a compara­
tively few hours in the early morning and late at 
night, at which time traffic in the West Indies 
would, presumably, be almost negligible. Concur­
rently with the development of wireless telegraphy 
must be noted that of wireless telephony. A con­
cert given at Chelmsford has been heard by an 
audience in New York by means of wireless tele­
phone. Again, it was recently demonstrated in 
England how a private individual sitting in his 
own home could call up the local telephone ex­
change, ask for Amsterdam, and converse freely 
with a friend there, the speech, or rather its elec­
trical equivalent, being carried to the English 
coast on a trunk-wire, automatically across the 
North Sea by wireless and relaid into Amsterdam 
from the Dutch coast by a Dutch trunk-wire. Con­
stant and uniinterrupted conversation was thus 
maintained between England and Holland for 
many hours on end. In Holland itself, no fewer 
than 170 banks and persons interested in com­
merce are subscribing to a local circuit where­
by the latest Stock Exchange prices are recorded 
at frequent intervals throughout the day by wire­
less telephony direct from the Amsterdam ex­
change. In view of the actual facts, no one could 
charge us with being over-sanguine in envisaging 
the day when West Indian islands and British 
Guiana and British Honduras will be similarly 
linked up by wireless telephony. Surely it would be 
worth almost any expense to secure for the British 
West Indies such facilities as wireless telegraphy 
and telephony offer, and we commend to the 
Governments ooncerned, the desirability of their 
making the fullest possible inquiries as to the cost 
of wireless installations of both kinds, the estab­
lishment of which will be necessary to supplement 
the Bermuda-Barbados-Trinidad cable when it is 
laid in order to secure the linking up of the out­
lying islands. Apart altogether from this, one 
must consider the commercial advantages of reli­
able and uniform wireless installations which could 
pick up ships on their way to and from the 
Panama Canal, and the benefits which would 
accrue from an administrative point of view. 
These would be incalculable. In the new 
edition of their popular map of the West 
Indies which The West India Committee shortly 
propose to publish, it will be shown that in the 
West Indian Islands owned or more or less con­
trolled by the United States, there are no fewer 
than twenty-two wireless stations, and it is lament­
able to think that, as compared with these, there 
should be only eight in the British West Indian 
islands in the group.

THE TRADE POSITION.

AS will be seen by reference to the figures from 
the March Board of Trade Returns given 
in the Produce Market Summary there was 

no material change in the sugar position during 
the month as regards consumption, which, allow­
ing for the additional number of days in the month, 
was much the same as in February. It is, how­
ever, extremely probable that expectation as to 
the reduction of the sugar duties in the Budget 
from their present high level may have caused 
retailers to restrict their buying, and that this, 
by reducing the amount of the invisible stocks, 
has caused the consumption to be less than was 
actually the case. Although there are indications 
in the Returns of increasing output from the home 
refineries, the month’s deliveries being 76,977 tons 
and the three months’ 225,250 tons, with stocks 
of home refined 27,950 tons, as against 17,900 tons 
in February, the position of supplies from this 
source is still unsatisfactory from the point of 
view of the consumer, who has to depend upon 
sugar from outside sources to make up the de­
ficiency of home-refined sugar. As little or no 
sugar can be expected from the Continent between 
this and the end of the vear, it is evident that con­
siderable supplies will have to come from across 
the Atlantic. As regards rum, although the im­
ports during the month were much less than in 
February, there was a further big reduction in 
consumption, in which, as with sugar, the Budget 
may have been a factor. One redeeming feature, 
however, was the increase in the amount of ex­
ports, which rose to 50,823 gallons during the 
month, making 114.939 gallons for the three 
months, a substantial improvement on the 65,725 
gallons for the same period of last year. Although 
the cacao consumption for March was less than 
that for February, the quarter’s figures show a 
gain on last year’s January-March figures, and 
with the lowering in the price of chocolates which 
has recently taken place, this should be main­
tained. It is true that on account of the com- 
parativelv small quantity of cacao cominsr to the 
United Kingdom from the British West Indies the 
cacao producers are not directly affected to any 
great extent by the home consumption, but any 
increase in the world’s consumption must neces­
sarily be of advantage to them indirectly, and the 
question has been taken up by the Trade Com­
missioner for Canada, at Bristol. In the Commer­
cial Intelligence Journal of the Department of 
Trade and Commerce, published at Ottawa, the 
Commissioner expresses the opinion that if the 
Canadian refiners would take up the actual export 
instead of selling through New York jobbers, they 
would get a much better price for their products. 
He, therefore, suggests that Canadian refiners 
should have their own brokers on this side, and 
make a business of utilising their large excess of 
refining power—at present equal to twice the Cana­
dian consumption, by so doing. This excess is 
stated to be in the neighbourhood of 400,000 tons 
per annum.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

you jawA” y°U beUy y°U °Wn’ but not what in 

* * *
w.h!te suSars comprised 73.8 per cent, 

ol the Mauritius production; in 1913, 82.60 per 
cent., and m 1920, 95.46 per cent.

* * *
estimated that the expenditure on 

the Colonial Office and the Colonial Service (ex­
cluding that allocated to the Middle East) in 1922- 
1923 will be £2,124,832, as compared with £814,364 
in 1913-1914.

* * #
As the Louisiana Planter points out, the law is 

always at the heels of that pretender to the sugar 
throne saccharin. Regulations have just been 
formulated in Spain to the effect that no drug store 
is to stock more than 4 kilos (8.8 lbs.)

* * *
The amount of revenue yielded by the Gold 

Coast Cacao Export Tax since its inception in 1916 
to the end of August last year has been £1,776,000. 
In 1916 the rate of duty was £2 6s. 8d. per ton, but 
since 1919 this figure has been doubled.

* * *
The Canadian Government announces that the 

coming into force of the provision in the Customs 
Tariff requiring the marking of the country of 
origin on goods imported into Canada has been 
postponed until after the close of the next session 
of the Canadian Parliament.

* * *
The Cuban-Dominican Sugar Company has been 

formed to take over two factories in Cuba and three 
in San Domingo. The Cuban output of the com­
pany will be about 41,700 tons and the San 
Domingan about 80,000 tons for the current crop, 
to be increased to 120,000 in the season of 1923- 
1924.

* * *
Sir John Harrison is still in the nursing home 

at Tunbridge Wells, but he is now able to get 
up for a little every day, and is making satisfac­
tory, though slow, progress towards recovery. 
Lady Harrison and her son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Frere, are also in the Kentish 
health resort, where they expect to remain until 
June.

* * *
Molasses from cane sugar is of great value for 

feeding pigs. In the dolce jar niente days of British 
Guiana sugar, when managers frequently cultivated 
pigs on their own account in addition to canes for 
their proprietor, considerable quantities of molasses 
used to travel from the curing-house of the sugar 
factory to the pig-sty. As the result, estates pork 
was held in high esteem.

* * *
A correspondent writes that the term 

“molasses” should not be applied to Barbados 
fancy syrups. Molasses, he says, is the mother 
liquor left after crystallisation of the sugar, and 
which is separated by draining or centrifugals. n
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Barbados fancy syrups there has been no crystal- 
ksation, and therefore there is no molasses. The 
proper term is “ fancy syrups,” and not “ fancy 
molasses.” J

* * *
The sport of trap-shooting has lately become in­

creasingly popular in the Bermudas, and the Ber­
muda Gun Club of Hamilton, which was organised 
about two years ago by Captain C. F. Leighton, 
hope to hold a big trap-shooting tournament in 
April under the auspices of the American Trap­
shooting Association. Hinson’s island, one of the 
365 islands forming the group, has been selected as 
the venue for the shoot.

*
The Jamaica correspondent of The Times, in a 

message published on April 21st, reports that at 
a conference of the Parochial Boards Association 
it was unanimously resolved to urge Mr. Churchill 
to recall the Governor, Sir Leslie Probyn, for 
alleged mismanagement of the Colony’s affairs. 
One of the elected members of the Legislative 
Council has intimated his intention to propose a 
resolution of a similar nature in the Council.

* * *
The death in Trinidad of Mr. Chauharja Lala at 

the age of eighty-four is recorded by the East 
Indian Patriot. Mr. Lala arrived in the colony as 
an indentured immigrant in 1860, and served his 
term on Verdant Vale cacao estate. He then 
became a landed proprietor and resided in Arima. 
Converted to the Christian faith by the late Dr. 
John Morton, he became Canadian Mission Cate­
chist in that town, where he was greatly respected.

* * #
The valuation for Customs purposes of cacao im­

ported into the United Kingdom in 1921 was ::—
Per cwt. 
£ s. d.

British West Africa ... ... ... 2 30
British West Indies ... ... ... 3 2 7
Ecuador ... ... ... ... ... 3 1 7
Brazil ..................................................... 215 0
Ceylon ... ... ............................ 4 11 2

* * *
The Honolulu correspondent of Facts About 

Sugar, under date February 27th, says that the 
annual reports of the sugar plantations have re­
vealed that Hawaii’s main industry suffered a loss 
last year of several million dollars, owing to the 
combined factors of labour shortage and the low 
price of sugar. On the Waialua plantation, one 
of the largest in Hawaii, the cost of production was 
$96.83 per short ton, and the average sale price 
$74.92.

• * * #
The Hon. William Morrison, who has been nomi­

nated a member of the Legislative Council and ap­
pointed a member of the Privy Council of Jamaica, 
is best known to West Indians as a cricket 
enthusiast, being President of the Kingston Cricket 
Club. By profession he is a solicitor, having been 
admitted to practice in 1899, and he holds many 
important positions in the island. He is the son 
of the late Mr. William Morrison, journalist and 
poet, a greatly respected member of the community.
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Dr. J. Foreman, late Medical Officer in St. Kitts, 
who, after sampling the English climate, has re­
turned to that island, tells us that the campaign 
against yaws in his former district has been most 
successfully conducted by his successor. Dr. Burton, 
with the result that this disease is now seldom seen 
at Sandy Point. Dr. Foreman generously adds that 
Dr. Burton’s method is better than his, the injec­
tions now being given intravenously, whilst he was 
making them intramuscularly.

•TV* -7V
About 50,000 farmers are employed in the culti­

vation of sugar beets in the United States, owning 
5,000,000 acres, which they devote to general farm­
ing, of which the raising of beets is a part. There 
are 106 beet factories, in which $150,000,000 are 
invested, and which employ 35,000 hands. The 
output is about 900,000 tons of refined sugar. Ac­
cording to the Louisiana Planter, the by-products 
of the beet industry would fatten 750,000 “beef” 
cattle, and supply the greater ration of 350,000 milk 
cows.

* * *
The rarest postage stamp in the world, the “one 

cent 1856 British Guiana,” was sold on April 6th 
for £6,250. This philatelic curiosity, a description 
of which appeared in the Circular of March 4th, 
1920, is believed to be the sole surviving specimen 
of an emergency issue prepared by a local firm of 
printers in Georgetown. After changing hands for 
a few shillings in 1873, it found its way into the 
Ferrary collection in Paris, which, being seques­
trated as enemy property during the war, has now 
been put up to auction for the benefit of the 
Reparations account.

* * *
The Port of London Authority state that from 

April 10th reductions were made in their dock and 
warehouse dues, rates and charges, which, it will 
be recalled, were the subject of representations re­
cently on the part of The West India Committee 
(see Circular for March 16th, page 119). A re­
duction of 7| points is announced in the landing 
and extra charges in the case of imported goods, 
and in the charges in the case of exports, bringing 
the “percentage addition” in each case down to 
92| per cent. In “additional rent” there is a de­
crease of 15 points, reducing it to 85 per cent.

* *
Another use for molasses which is attracting 

attention is the production of compressed yeast. 
The value of yeast in bread-making is well known, 
but the main destination of the compressed yeast 
is cattle food, for which it is admirably suited. Its 
analysis shows that it contains over 50 per cent, of 
protein, upwards of 95 per cent, of which is directly 
digestible, besides 30 per cent, of non-nitrogenous 
matter which is wholly digestible. The ash also 
contains high proportions of potassium and phos­
phoric acid. One pound of compressed yeast is 
stated to have as great a food value as 3.3 pounds 
of meat. Details of the manufacture of compressed 
yeast are given in the Louisiana Planter of February 
4th, and there is more on the subject in the April 
1st issue.

The United States beet sugar industry is at a 
disadvantage compared with the best Continental 
beet industries in that both the yield of beet per 
acre and the amount of sugar extracted from the 
roots is considerably lower. In the United States 
the average yield of roots per acre for the five crops 
1916-17 to 1920-21 was 8.46 long tons, and the 
amount of direct consumption sugar extracted from 
them 13.41 per cent. In Germany, for the crops 
1914-15 to 1918-19, 10.13 tons of roots were ob­
tained per acre on the average, with an extraction 
of 15.96 per cent, of raw sugar. In Austria-Hun­
gary, the average yield of beets for the crops 1908- 
1909 to 1912-13 was 9.94 tons per acre, from which 
an average extraction of 15.40 per cent, of raw 
sugar was obtained, and in Holland for the five 
crops 1909-10 to 1913-14 an average of 11.03 tons of 
roots per acre were reaped, which yielded 15.11 per 
cent, of raw sugar.

* * *
We are apt to pride ourselves on modem agricul­

ture and the application of modern science to it, 
and are apt to forget that in many respects we are 
as babes compared with the agriculturists of old. 
As Mr. Kirby recently stated in a lecture at New­
castle, the ancient lands of Babylon gave a yield of 
com 200 times greater than the amount of corn 
sown, as against an average yield of 12 times in 
England. This was due to a great extent to the 
sagacity of Hammurabi, the great Babylonian 
king, who put into force, nearly 4,000 years ago, 
a code of laws providing for the forfeiture of land 
in the case of neglect, and for penalties for improper 
cultivation. Farming in Great Britain, Mr. Kirby 
said, was tied hand and foot by a system of rota­
tion of crops which was introduced 200 years ago, 
and he said that by more intensive cultivation the 
land could be made to produce double what it does 
at present. It is sorely needed.

* * *
The projected removal of the Excise duty on 

sugar produced in the United Kingdom calls atten­
tion to the fact that in the method employed to 
determine the amount, there is still a relic of the 
old Brussels Convention. It will be remembered 
that in this Agreement, the parties to it were 
allowed a maximum surtax—-that is to say, a maxi­
mum difference between the Customs duty and the 
Excise tax—of 6 francs per 100 kilos, which, at the 
then value of the franc, represented between 2/4 
and 2/5 per cwt. The preferential rate for colo- 
mal sugar as, in the existing tariff, five-sixths of 
the full rate, and in calculating the Excise duty, the 
old Brussels Convention surtax is blended with the 
modem Imperial Preference rate by the amount 
being arrived at by deducting the 2/4 from 
he full import duty and taking five-sixths of the 

remainder as representing the Excise. Thus the 
•ok z™ foreign su£ar of over 98 deg. polarisation 
1 j »W, per Cwt” and the Excise tax is five-sixths 
of 23/4, or 19/5|.

Cassava Pone.—To J lb. of lard add J lb. of 
□utter, 1 lb. of sugar, 1 large coco-nut grated, 4 
beaten eggs, and 1 lb. of cassava flour. Throw the 
mixture into a dripping pan and bake.
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CACAO AND THE PREFERENCE.

Optional Bills of Lading.

c«rresP°ndeiice has passed between 
with.1 and the Custom House
with regard to the refusal of the Board of Customs 
to admit at preferential rates British West Indian 
cacao imported into Great Britain on optional bills 
of lading, which give the option of landing the cacao 
at specified continental ports and/or the United 
Kingdom. It will be noticed that as a result of the 
Committee s representations the Board of Customs 
nave made a small concession as regards their 
interpretation of the Finance Act in this connection, 
it is to be presumed that the principle now recog­
nised will also apply to all dutiable products—for 
example, coffee.

The West India Committee.
a- „r i . March 31st, 1922.
Sir, \\ e desire to bring before your notice a matter 

concerning the British West Indian cocoa industry in 
relation to the Customs tariff of the United Kingdom.

2. The action of His Majesty’s Government in ac­
cording to British produced cocoa a tariff preference 
amounting to one-sixth off the duty, is, we need 
hardly state, greatly appreciated; but this concession 
is less effective than it should be owing to the follow­
ing circumstances.

3. It has for many years past been the custom of 
merchants to ship cocoa from the British West Indies 
on “Optional Bills of Lading,” which give the ship­
pers the option of having it delivered at ports on the 
continent and/or the United Kingdom, this option 
being exercised after the shipment of the produce, in 
accordance with the market conditions or require­
ments after the date of sailing. This system has 
proved of great advantage to the shippers, enabling 
them, as it has done, to take the fullest advantage of 
market requirements.

4. We understand, however, that it has been held 
by the Commissioners of Customs, that British cocoa 
shipped on an Optional Bill of Lading is not regarded 
as “ consigned from ” the British Empire, within the 
meaning of Section 8 (1) of the Finance Act, 1919. 
This decision, we regret to state, is having a very 
damaging effect on the trade.

5. We should point out that British cocoa shipped 
from the British West Indies on Optional Bills of 
Lading is largely carried in British bottoms, and that 
it could not therefore be said that the British shipping 
industry is prejudiced by this system.

6. In considering the question, it must be borne 
in mind that the British colonies produce far more 
cocoa than can be consumed in the United Kingdom, 
the figures for 1921 showing a production of approxi­
mately 3,500,000 cwt. within the British Empire, 
against a consumption of 920,000 cwt. in Great Britain 
and Ireland. This being the case, it is of the utmost 
importance that the fullest advantage should be taken 
of continental as well as British markets for cocoa. 
To this end progressive British merchants have de­
veloped a selling organisation in many European 
countries, the success of whose operations depends 
largely on the maintenance of the system of Optional 
Bills of Lading. The British merchants cannot bring 
their cocoa to London direct and distribute it there to 
the continent, since they would then incur heavy 
landing and warehouse charges in the United King­
dom, and would consequently be unable to compete 
with foreign merchants, who would purchase their
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cocoa direct from the producers. Moreover, in the 
case of France, cocoa transhipped in the United King­
dom would be subjected to the French surtax. . g 
Rriifch 5>f,.British cocoa shipped from
British colonies on Optional Bills of Lading in ac­
cordance with the custom of the trade of many years 
standing !S for the reasons set out above, a 
leal disability and one which is seriously handicap­
ping and curtailing the business of British traders. 
. We. therefore, respectfully to urge that if
in the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, cocoa 
shipped from British colonies on Optional Bills of 
Lading, and cocoa so shipped landed at a port on the 
continent and transhipped thence to the United Kino-- 
dom, cannot, as the law now stands, be admitted to 
preferential treatment, the Commissioners of Customs 
may recommend to the Right Honourable the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer that provision may be made in

forthcoming Finance Bill for remedying this dis- 
abihty m cases where proof is forthcoming to show 
that the cocoa has not been taken out of bond on the 
continent and that its British origin is beyond 
question. We have the honour, etc.,

(Sgd.) R. Rutherford, Chairman. 
Algernon Aspinall, Secretary.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, No. 
799°, referring to consignments of Cocoa imported 
from the West Indies on Optional Bills of Lading, I 
am directed by the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise to acquaint you that they have been in com­
munication with other Government Departments con­
cerned in regard to this matter, and special con­
sideration has been given to all aspects of the question.

Having regard to the terms of Section 8 (1) of the 
Finance Act, 1919, it has been decided that it is pos­
sible to allow preference in cases where Empire goods 
are imported from a part of the Empire in the ship 
in which they were loaded at the Empire port of 
lading whether the ship comes (a) direct, or (b) via 
a foreign port, provided that in the latter case the 
goods have not been removed from the ship.

In addition.to these classes of cases, Empire goods 
on through bills of lading will, as heretofore, subject 
to the conditions set out in paragraph 13 of Notice 
No. 27 A (copy annexed), be eligible for admission 
at preferential rates of duty.

I am, Sir, (Sgd.) John L. Mackie.

The following is the text of the paragraph in 
Notice No. 27a (Notice to Importers) alluded to in 
the concluding paragraph above :—

In the case of Empire goods consigned to the United 
Kingdom which have been transhipped en route, or 
have been shipped from a foreign port after overland 
transit from the Empire country of origin, the im­
porter at the time of making entry will be required 
to produce the through bill of lading or railway con­
signment note from the country of production to the 
United Kingdom in support of the certificate of origin. 
Where a through bill of lading or consignment note 
is not available, the invoice, local bill of lading, or 
consignment note from the original point of origin 
and certificate of arrival or landing at, and exportation 
from, the port of transhipment will be required. Such 
certificates are to be signed by the proper Colonial 
or Foreign Customs Officer at the port of tranship­
ment, and in the case of the latter the signature must 
be visaed by the British Consular Authority. It is 
essential to prove that the goods were consigned from 
a part of the Empire to the United Kingdom, and not 
to a foreign country from which they were subse­
quently reconsigned to the United Kingdom.
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CACAO PRODUCTS DEFINED. NEW MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

In The West India Committee Circular of 
March 30th a definition of chocolate in its various 
forms was given. Through the courtesy of Messrs. 
Rowntree & Co., Ltd., it is now possible to supple­
ment that information with a specification of 
various cacao products as known to the trade, 
which may be set out as follows :—

1 .—The Cocoa Nib consists of the natural broken 
segments of the roasted cocoa bean after the 
shell has been removed.

2 .—The nib is ground into what is known either 
as Cocoa Mass, or Cocoa Pure. It forms a paste 
which solidifies on cooling to a chocolate-coloured 
block. It may be used for the production' of either 
cocoa or chocolate.

3 .—When the hot cocoa mass is subjected to 
pressure in hydraulic presses, much of the cocoa 
butter is expressed, and the resulting cake, when 
broken up and sifted, is known as Cocoa Essence. 
Ic still contains 25 per cent, of cocoa butter.

4 .—Cocoa Butter is the aromatic vegetable fat, 
of the cocoa bean. Cocoa mass contains 54-55 per 
cent, of this vegetable fat.

Varieties of chocolate that are recognised on the 
market have been tentatively defined by the 
American Joint Committee (Association of 
American Dairy, Food and Drug Officials; the 
Association of Official Agricultural Chemists, and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture) as follows :—

I .—Cacao beans, cocoa beans, are the seeds of 
the cacao tree (Theobroma Cacao L.},

2 .—Cocoa nibs, cracked cocoa, is the roasted, 
broken cacao bean, freed as far as is practicable 
from cacao shell or husk.

3.—Chocolate, plain chocolate, bitter choco­
late, chocolate liquors, chocolate paste, bitter 
chocolate coating, is the solid or plastic mass ob­
tained by grinding cacao nibs without the removal 
of fat or other constituents except the germ, and! 
contains not less than 50 per cent, cacao fat and, 
on the moisture and fat-free basis, not more than 
eight and five-tenths per cent, total ash, not more 
than four-tenths per cent, ash insoluble in hydro­
chloric acid, not more than five and six-tenths per 
cent, ash soluble in water, not more than seven per 
cent, crude fibre, not more than four per cent, 
cacao shell.

Sweet chocolate, sweet chocolate coating, is 
chocolate mixed with sugar (sucrose), with Or 
without the addition of cocoa butter, spices, or 
other flavouring materials, and contains, on the 
moisture, sugar and fat-free basis, no higher per­
centage of total ash, ash insoluble in hydro-chloric 
acid, ash insoluble in water, crude fibre, or cacao 
shell, respectively, than is found in chocolate.

No definition of chocolate has been adopted by 
the Ministry of Health, nor has any definition been 
adopted by British chocolate manufacturers.

“ If hon. members tread on the corns of officials, 
they are placing themselves in a hornet’s nest.” 
So spoke a much respected member of an Island 
Legislature, according to a contemporary.

A new and revised edition of The West India 
Committee’s map of the West Indies will shortly 
be published. Since this popular map was first 
issued in 1914 the Dutch West Indian islands have 
passed under the United States flag, a fresh 
census has been taken of the British West Indies, 
British Guiana and British Honduras, and several 
new wireless stations have been established. These 
details have all received attention in revising the 
map, and several features have been introduced 
which should add greatly to the usefulness of this 
publication.

To begin with, more trade-route distances are 
now marked, and for the purpose of comparison 
an inset of Wales drawn to the same scale as 
that of the general map is given, and, as indicating 
the thoroughness with which the work has been 
revised, it may be mentioned that the new cattle­
trail from the Rupununi Savannah to Deme- 
rara and Berbice, in British Guiana, is now iden­
tified, and inset maps of the larger British West 
Indian islands and groups of islands are included.

As before, no attempt has been made to give 
the physiographical features of the individual 
islands, this being impracticable in view of the 
relative size of most of the islands to the main­
land, but the principal railways, sea distances, in 
nautical miles, cables, wireless stations and oil 
stations are all clearly marked.

On the earlier map many encomiums were 
lavished, one firm, with headquarters in America 
—where good cartography is appreciated—writing, 
“ It is by far the best map of the West Indies.”

The map of the West Indies is coloured, and 
will be obtainable in sheet form, mounted and 
folded, or varnished and mounted on rollers, at the 
following prices :—
Sheet . . . .7/6 Post free 8/6
Mounted and folded . . 15/. 15/6
Mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers 12 6

Carriage free (inland) 14 abroad according to 
destination.

It should be noted that on account of the cost of 
carriage it is not possible to send the map mounted 
on rollers abroad, except by special arrangement.

The following publications are obtainable at The 
West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane. 
London, E.C.

“ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Jones and 
Scard; 26/-. y J

Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
ot“Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

Calle Su»ar Factory,” by F. I. Scard; 3/-.
«The Pocket Guide to the West Indies ”; 7/6.

West Indian Tales of Old,” by Algernon Aspinall,

9 “ The British West Indies,” by Algernon Aspinall;

'■ Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall; 8/-.
A Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis,” by Katherine 

l.urdon; 5/6. These prices include postage.
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CONCENTRATED LIME JUICE.

Its Present Position and Prospects.

By Charles Howe.

The present deep depression through which the 
lime industry is passing is, no doubt, causing great 
anxiety amongst planters concerned with this fruit, 
whose main source of income has been diminishing 
for so long. The position, however, is not alto­
gether hopeless, as the writer will endeavour to 
show, and the following remarks from the market 
may prove interesting, if not altogether convincing.

There has been a good deal of discussion regard­
ing the prospects of the manufacture of citric acid 
in the West Indies as a remedy for the present 
stagnation, but the real solution does not appear to 
lie in this direction. Economy is the keynote to 
success in any industry, and it cannot be considered 
economical for prospective competitors for the 
citric acid market to build their factory in a part 
of the world which is by no means an ideal distri­
buting centre, and where large quantities of 
material indispensable to the process of manufac­
ture have to be imported, to say nothing of the oft- 
required renewals to plant and machinery.

If other manufacturers had no advantages in 
these respects compared with the West Indies, then 
the idea would be worth serious consideration; but 
it must be remembered that there are distinct ad­
vantages in favour of European manufacturers as 
to raw materia], fuel, machinery and distribution 
which wrill be readily recognised.

In addition to this, the following factors must not 
be disregarded by intending competitors of the 
European manufacturers :—

(1) The vast experience of the European manu­
facturers, which enables them to reduce their manu­
facturing costs to a minimum, and

(2) The preference commanded by English-made 
citric acid, which forces even Continental makers 
to undersell it.

To remedy the complaint, therefore, would it not 
be better to study the cause and the chances of its 
removal rather than to administer very costly 
restoratives'without a reasonable hope of success?

The most apparent cause of trade depression 
uppermost in everybody’s mind to-day is the 
inability of certain large consuming countries to 
buy foreign goods on account of the enormous de­
preciation in the value of their currencies, and it is 
obvious that any improvement in the value of the 
currency of a country where citric acid, concen­
trated lime juice, or citrate of lime are required has 
an effect on the value of those commodities. Again 
it will be seen that any improvement in the value 
of the currency of a country that competes with 
the West Indies in producing these articles for ex­
port will also increase their value.

It is the Italian exchange which mostly affects 
West Indian citrate and concentrated lime juice 
because it is from Sicily that citric acid manufac­
turers draw their main supplies, and it is en­
couraging to note that this exchange has remained 
fairly steady in spite of serious internal troubles.

COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. i87

It has recovered from well over 100 lire to the 
present value of about 82 lire to the pound, and 
this most certainly points to an industrial recovery 
which, it is to be hoped, will further strengthen the 
lire. The German, Austrian, and French exchanges 
affect citrus products, because each of these coun­
tries is a manufacturer and consumer of citric 
acid, besides Central Europe being large customers 
of our textile trades, in which concentrated lime 
juice and citric acid are employed. Russia, in 
normal times, is also a large buyer of citric acid 
and textiles, whilst the unsettled condition of India 
has deprived us of valuable support for the textile 
trades.

Although Sicily’s heavy stock of citrate will un­
doubtedly prevent for some time a return to the 
high prices enjoyed of recent years, there is, never­
theless, a better demand now for citric acid than we 
have experienced for many months. This demand 
is not yet sufficient to effect an immediate improve­
ment in the raw material, but this acid must 
use up some citrate of lime and/or concentrated 
lime juice, and those who control the Sicilian sup­
plies will not be acting up to their traditions if they 
neglect to take advantage of an increased demand. 
Planters should bear in mind also that freights have 
been considerably reduced and dock charges are 
now 85 to 95 per cent, over pre-war rates, against 
150 per cent, not so long ago.

It may be assumed, therefore, that we have 
passed through the worst, and the West Indian 
planter who wishes to watch for the improvement— 
which, of necessity, must be extremely slow—may 
be assisted by the foregoing remarks.

Mr. Adam Clayton Smith, son of the late Mr. 
Adam Smith, C.M.G., has been appointed hon. 
secretary of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, 
in succession to Mr. Alexander Rae.

Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., Mr. Ormsby Gore, 
M.P., and Mr. R. A. Wiseman will be the guests 
of The West Indian Club at a dinner on May 4th.

The report on the sugar cane experiments carried 
out in the Leeward Islands, under the supervision 
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, for the 
season 1919-20, deals, as in the case of the previous 
reports, with (1) experiments with varieties of sugar 
cane, and (2) manurial experiments with sugar cane. 
On account, however, of the lack of supplies of 
manures and the difficulty of obtaining the essen­
tial ones, it was found impossible to carry out the 
detailed manurial schemes previously in operation.

As regards Antigua, the first place among variety 
canes was again occupied by B.6308, a position 
which it has held for seven years, the average re­
turn being 23.05 tons of canes per acre, with a total 
sucrose yield of 5,100 lbs. of sucrose, and a sucrose 
proportion of 2.10 lbs. per gallon. In St. Kitts, the 
premier position was occupied by B.H.10(12) with 
a mean return of 26.9 tons of cane and 6,597 lbs. of 
sucrose per acre. The sucrose content of the juice 
was 2.3Ô lbs. per gallon. The cultivation of this 
variety was stated to be increasing in the island.
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KINGSTON HARBOUR TRAGEDY.

Miss Lopez’s Assailant Captured.
Further particulars regarding the tragic death, 

at the age of fourteen, of Miss Adeline Lopez, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Manly Lopez, and grand­
daughter of Mr. Thomas Abrahams, J.P., of 
Chapelton, Jamaica, through the bite of a shark, 
are given in The Gleaner of Jamaica. It seems that 
Miss Lopez was bathing in the harbour at about 
five o’clock in the evening of March 13th with a 
young friend, Tom Bray, son of Mr. Bray, of the 
Texas Oil Company, in front of her father’s resi­
dence, “Arran,” in Sea Shore Gardens, when Mr. 
Lopez heard piercing screams. Realising that his 
daughter must be in distress, he rushed down to the 
beach, and, lifting her from the water, was horri­
fied to find that her right leg had gone. Dr. Levy 
was hastily summoned to the scene, and he was 
followed by Drs. Allwood and Goegahen, who per­
formed an operation ; but Miss Lopez only survived 
for 48 hours, after which she succumbed to her ter­
rible injuries.

The appearance of a “tiger” shark in Kingston 
Harbour is believed to be almost without precedent. 
An eye-witness, writing to The Gleaner, declared 
that he and others sighted the shark close to the 
wharf after the attack had been made, and so the 
water about the pier was baited. Later the shark 
returned and made for the bait, when Mr. G. 
Abrahams drew a bead on the monster with a high- 
powered rifle and pulled the trigger as the shark 
opened its mouth to devour the bait; but unfortu­
nately his rifle misfired.

Mr. Mitchell-Hedges, the well-known deep-sea 
fisherman, who was staying at Black River, on 
being interviewed said that he had warned people 
that a disaster of this kind must happen sooner or 
later, and added that if what he suspected had 
entered the harbour, bathing was out of the ques­
tion, and that not even a dug-out would be safe 
now that fresh blood had been tasted.

Though on the point of leaving for Panama, he 
generously consented to remain and endeavour to 
catch the man-eater. The dénouement came on 
March 19th, when by his skilful efforts he succeeded 
in landing a huge shark near the very spot where 
the tragedy of the preceding Monday had 
occurred. The news spread like wildfire through­
out the town, and The Gleaner estimates that no 
fewer than “ten thousand persons gathered around 
Sea Shore Gardens and blocked up the eastern end 
of Harbour Street,” eager to know if it were true.

Mr. Mitchell-Hedges’ method of procedure was as 
follows. He laid down five big buoys, consisting 
of gasolene drums, round a certain area, attaching 
to them 75 yards of Manila rope and steel chains 
with immense hooks baited with five-pound fishes 
and two dead dogs. It would appear that the shark 
took the bait some time during Saturday night, and 
spent most of his energy tossing about with the 
hook in the jaw, and impeded by the floating drum. 
On Sunday morning, at about 9 o’clock, it 
was observed that one of the drums was shaking, 
and on a careful survey it was seen that something 
had taken the bait within a few yards of the spot 

where Miss Adeline Lopez had been bitten. Mr. 
Mitchell-Hedges was hurriedly telephoned for, and 
with the Harbour Master, Lieutenant Owen, was 
soon on the scene. The Harbour Master was just 
in time to prevent a rifle being used to shoot at the 
monster, which, Mr. Hedges thought, might have 
had the effect of causing the shark to plunge and 
break away with the hook. When he got alongside 
the little pier, the monster gave a huge convulsive 
snap of the jaw, and it buckled the great steel 
hook, which showed what a great pressure must 
have been brought to bear on it. Mr. Hedges then 
seized the tail of the shark, and ropes were got 
around it, and about ten men dragged it ashore.

The shark, which was found to contain three 
young, was subsequently presented to The Gleaner, 
at whose premises it was shown to the public, and 
the receipts for admission are to be devoted to the 
erection of a memorial to the victim of the tragedy.

Mr. and Mrs. Manly Lopez have been the re­
cipients of many expressions of condolence, with 
which the Circular wishes to identify itself, at the 
sad loss which they have sustained under such 
tragic circumstances.

GIANT FISH OF THE CARIBBEAN.

The following letter from Mr. C. H. Fraser, of 
Black River, Jamaica, appeared in the Daily Tele­
graph recently :—

Having read the accounts in the Press of Great 
Britain and America preceding and subsequent to the 
departure of Mr. F. A. Mitchell-Hedges, F.L.S., 
F.R.G.S., the explorer, hunter, and big game fisher­
man, who left England last September in an en­
deavour to ascertain in the interest of sport and 
science what giant fish and marine life exist in the 
virtually unknown waters of the Caribbean and 
Pacific, and also to attempt to elucidate much of the 
mystery of the ancient Aztec civilisation, I feel it will 
be of public interest to inform you that I have just 
returned after having witnessed Mr. Mitchell-Hedges 
operations in the Caribbean.

I have been interested in the big fish and marine 
life of tropical waters all my life, but anything I had 
imagined has been far surpassed. In one instance a 
link in the evolutionary chain has come to light which 
will be another revelation to scientists. On another 
occasion it took the entire strength of ten of the 
natives to drag a leviathan ashore. Unquestionably, 
during the Jurassic period great beasts roamed the 
earth, and it would seem that, with climatic condi­
tions and the advent of man, their extinction became 
complete. Do great fish and mammals of this age still 
remain in the vast waters of the Caribbean, Pacific, 
and Atlantic? Incredible as it may- seem, it would 
appear so, judging by the fact that the monster which 
was washed ashore at Cape May in November last 
(the photographs of which appeared extensively in 
the Press) measured no less than 78 feet in length and 
weighed fifteen tons, which is nearly the size of five 
full-grown elephants. The extraordinary similarity to 
reptile, mammal, and bird life exhibited by many of 
the fish I have seen brought ashore collectively forges 
still further links in the chain of evolution (now 
almost universally accepted by scientists), which will 
be plainly discernible when the remarkable photo­
graphs taken by Mr. Mitchell-Hedges are published 
upon his return.



April 27, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
189

“MANI”—WHAT IS IT? SOME TRINIDAD GUSHERS.
“ Mani ” is the name given by the Caribs of 

Dominica to a bituminous substance which has for 
generations been thrown up on the windward coast 
of that island in the neighbourhood of their settle­
ment at Salybia. Probably the name is a corrup­
tion of “manjak ” though, since the nature of the 
material is not known, some student of the history 
of the wanderings of the Israelites may have called 
it after “ manna,” in spite of the fact it is not good 
to eat.

An eminent authority on all that concerns Domi­
nica writes that this “Mani” is of a black colour and 
has the appearance and 
properties of pitch. From 
time immemorial the 
Caribs have used it—as 
Raleigh, in 1595, used 
the pitch at the place 
“called by the naturals 
Piché, and by the 
Spaniards Tierra de 
Brea,” at Trinidad, for 
caulking their ships. It 
is found adhering to the 
rocks, from which it is 
then scraped.

The question arises, is 
this bituminous substance 
ejected from some sub­
marine vent, or is it car­
ried by the currents of 
the sea from Trinidad or 
elsewhere ? Against the 
latter theory is the fact 
that the “Mani” is not 
found all along the wind­
ward coast, but only in a 
certain section of it. Our 
informant therefore in­
clines to the belief that 
it is of submarine origin, 
and, consequently, that 
borings judiciously made 
on the windward coast of 
Dominica might result in 
a strike of mineral oil. 
On the other hand, some 
scientists have asserted
that the “ Mani ” is of volcanic origin, though a 
geologist who recently visited Dominica stated that 
there could not possibly be oil there owing to the 
volcanic origin of the island.

A recent Trinidad Gusher
This well of the General Petroleum Co., of Trinidad, Ltd., 
was brought in at 1456 ft. and yielded 10.0C0 barrels 

a day.

“ Powellising ” is a new process invented by the 
late Mr. William Powell for the preserving and sea­
soning of wood by means of sugar. ...

The wood is treated in open tanks in which it is 
exposed to the sugar solution. The temperature of 
the latter is then raised, and while this is going on 
the sap in the wood is expelled and its place taken 
by the sugar solution; the exchange mainly occur­
ring when the solution is allowed to cool. As the 
hot solution reaches the exterior of the wood, it 
is stated that any remaining albuminoids are coagu-

Encouraging Reports from Oilfields.

Interest in the Trinidad Oilfields has been stimu­
lated this year by the news of several gushers 
having been struck. Three months ago the Trini­
dad Lake Petroleum Company brought in another 
very good well in Lot 4, which has already produced 
over 110,000 barrels of oil, and was reported at the 
end of February to be still flowing at the rate of 
500 barrels a day.

The Kern River Oilfields, according to advices re­
ceived on February 14th 
and March 8th, brought 
in well No1. 15 on Perse­
verance Estate at 1,260 ft. 
with a gusher which was 
out of control for 24 
hours, the estimated pro­
duction being 10,000 
barrels per day. After 
yielding this quantity of 
oil for two days, the well 
sanded up, the derrick and 
casing being damaged, 
but according to advices 
received subsequently, 
the damage was repaired 
and the well was flowing 
at the rate of 1,200 bar­
rels per day at a pressure 
of 400 lbs. per square 
inch.

At about the same time 
a well was brought in by 
the General Petroleum 
Company of Trinidad at 
1,456 feet, and after gush­
ing 10,000 barrels per day 
was brought in under 
full control. It is now 
capped and is awaiting 
construction of a pipe­
line. Our illustration on 
this page is from a photo­
graph taken by Mr. H. 
Huber of this gusher on 
February 26th.

(Continued from the preceding column.) 
lated and fungoid germs and insect pup as killed. 
In fact, the wood is sterilised. Including subse­
quent drying, if required, the process takes about 
three weeks.

Wood thus Powellised may be laid down without 
drying, as in the case of sleepers. For building 
purposes, internal work, furniture, painting and 
varnishing, it must be thoroughly dried, which can 
be done in a short time either in the open air or 
by kilns. The process has now stood the test of 
some years with most satisfactory results as regards 
all descriptions of wood used for commercial pur­
poses. It is proposed to use molasses as a source 
of the sugar solution.
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TRINIDAD INCOME TAX.

Mr. Rickman Interviewed.

In view of the introduction into the Trinidad 
Legislative Council of an Income Tax Bill, which 
is designed to form a permanent income tax 
measure, an interview given to the Trinidad 
Guardian by Mr. Rickman, the English Revenue 
official who was seconded from Jamaica to assist in 
its compilation, is of especial interest.

Mr. Rickman started by comparing the rate of 
taxation in the proposed ordinance with that im­
posed in England. The result is shown in the 
following table :—

Local English
Flat Rate Flat Rate
in the £ in the £

Amount of Income £1,000 .............. 3d. ... 4/-
£2,000 .............. 7d. ... 4/9

’’ , £3,000 .............. 1/1 5/6
„ £4,000 .............. 1/31 ... 6/6

’ „ £5,000 .................... 1/5| ... 7/-
, „ £6,000 .................... 1/101 ... 7 6
, ., £7,000 .................... 2/2 ... 8/-
„ „ £10,000 .................... 2/11 ... 9/-

Continuing, Mr. Rickman said that the only way 
in which the Government could collect revenue 
equitably was on income earned in the Colony, 
as it was the only means of direct taxation which 
would touch incomes that were not reached by 
indirect or general taxation. He estimated that 
about 3,000 persons in the Colony had incomes 
between £300 and £1,000. In Jamaica, 4,553 had 
incomes between £150 and £400. As regards the 
liability to double taxation in Trinidad and the 
United Kingdom, Mr. Rickman said :—

“ No single Colony can pretend to solve the 
question. Each Colony might have ideas of its 
own and might pass legislation differing from each 
other in the method of dealing with this point. 
In consequence, the Secretary of State has sent a 
general Income Tax clause to the Colonies on the 
question. This clause was contained in the 
Amending Bill No. 40 of 1921, and Section 20 of 
the proposed Bill was but a repetition of it. I 
think,” he added, “it would be inadvisable for 
any single Colony to attempt to effect any change 
now there was an Inter-Departmental Committee 
sitting in England on the whole question, on which 
I was invited to attend. It would hamper the 
ultimate rectification of this point. In the case 
of companies, however, I think a solution may 
be found as follows : The company or business 
could be charged in the United Kingdom as a 
bank on the total profits made, including those of 
its branches in the Colonies. The Government 
could then make a separate assessment and appor­
tion the profits made by the various branches. 
Then up to one-half of the English rate of tax 
let the English Government hand over to the 
Colonial branches for taxation on the local rates. 
This would be in fact dealing with the matter in 
the same manner that the Railway Clearing House 
in Great Britain deals with through railway fares 
extending over more than one railway system. 
The passenger would pay his fare for the through 

journey run. The Railway Clearing House took 
the passenger’s fare and apportioned it between 
the railways over which the journey is taken in 
accordance with the mileage travelled on each. 
However, I do not think the Colony should 
attempt to remove the present double taxation 
on incomes with the necessity for repayment until 
the Inter-Departmental Committee reports.”

The liability of agents of non-resident shipping 
companies to payment of the tax based on 5 per 
cent, of outgoing shipment when they are not in 
a position to give the actual profits of the com­
pany was discussed, also the penalty or seizure 
of the agents’ goods was next tackled. Mr. 
Rickman said the Government propose to remove 
from agents of non-resident shipping companies 
the liability for payment of Income Tax. In con­
tinuing, he said, “ In practically every Colony, 
owing to the insurmountable difficulty of arriving 
at the actual profits on the freight and passengers 
taken from the Colony, a percentage basis has 
been adopted as being the least troublesome to all 
concerned. Although in the new section the per­
centage is increased from 5 to 10, as a matter 
of fact the actual amount of Income Tax to be 
paid by the agent has been materially reduced. 
Under the old section (7) of Ordinance 54 of 1920, 
the Income Tax payable by the company was 5 
per cent, of the passenger fares and goods outward 
bound from the Colony. For example, a shipping 
company which took a total amount of £10,000 
for passenger fares and freight outward bound 
from this Colony would pay £500 as Income Tax. 
Under the new law, the assessable income of the 
company would be 10 per cent, of the amount, 
i.e. £1,000, and the agent would only have to 
pay Income Tax on that amount which, worked 
out at the present scale of 6d. in the £ would bring 
but £25 of Income Tax to the Government.”

Addressing a meeting of his constituents at 
Harrogate on March 25th, Hon. Edward Wood, 
M.P., referred at some length to his visit to the 
West Indies, and stated that on his return he felt 
it his duty to seek an audience of the King to assure 
him of the great loyalty of the people of these dis­
tant colonies. It made him feel proud of his con­
nection with the British Empire, for which he had 
been privileged to be on that occasion an Ambas­
sador. He hoped it would be possible for the 
Government to come in some degree to the economi­
cal help of these countries, the hopes of which were 
very much in one basket in these difficult days. He 
suggested that the ladies had it in their power to 
help one of those countries—Dominica. The root 
reason why we in this country were so silly as to use 
lemons when limes had so many advantages, was 
that practically every recipe in a cookery book 
said : “ Take a fresh lemon.” He asked the ladies 
to use their efforts to endeavour to correct that 
advice by substituting “Take a fresh lime.” If they 
did that they would be materially helping Dominica.

Mr. Charles Howe has now assumed his duties 
with the firm of Messrs. Paines & Reid, West India 
produce brokers, of Fenchurch Street, E.C.
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THE ANTI-SACCHARISTS.

A Curious Sect of 1792-1820.

s<Hier, Aujourd’hui, Demain,” a bi-monthly maga­
zine published in France, bears evidence of being 
edited by a devotee of the god of sweetness, for 
it frequently contains reference historical and other­
wise to sugar. In its February issue it gives an 
interesting resume of the history of the sugar ab- 
stentionists in England. It seems that the “ anti- 
saccharists ” constituted a regular sect between 
the years 1792 and 1820, when they formed the 
subject of many lampoons and caricatures. They 
refused to touch sugar in any form, this act of 
abnegation being a protest against slavery. 
Our contemporary publishes a conversation re­
corded in an old work on London in which a sugar 
user argues with an “ anti-saccharist,” reminding 
him of the sweat with which the European peasant 
waters the corn to make bread for the protector 
of the slaves, and asks, 66 What will become of the 
planters of Jamaica and the other West Indian 
islands?” if the use of sugar is given up—to which 
the reply is given, “ That is a secondary considera­
tion in the eye of philosophy. What does it 
matter what happens to a few whites as long as 
the dear blacks are freed ?”

Only recently Mr. Thackeray kindly presented 
to The West India Committee (which must not be 
suspected of having any leanings towards the 
iniquitous system of slavery) a quaint advertise­
ment of free-grown sugar, which, no doubt, en­
joyed much vogue among abolitionists. It reads 
as follows :—

James Heywood respectfully informs his friends 
and the public, that he has opened a Warehouse at 
No. 17, Great East Cheap, for the sale of East India 
Sugar, the produce of Free Labour, where they may 
now be supplied with that article genuine, and of 
various qualities, both Raw and Refined. Any orders 
with which he may be favoured will be carefully and 
punctually executed on very moderate terms for ready 
money, and Families accommodated with any quantity 
they wish, where the original package^ of 196 pounds 
weight is considered as 
refined Sugar in Lumps 
for delivery, of good and

too large. The East India 
and Loaves is now ready
fine qualities, and at a re- 

1b. on the first experiments 

for the Trade at a Charge

duction of nearly 2d. per 
made.

Purchase will be made — — ------- ~
of 1 per Cent. Commifsion, and that part of the Trade 
in the Country, who have not yet turned their atten­
tion to encourage the use of Sugar, the produce of 
Free Labour, will please give J. Heywood early in­
formation of their having introduced the sale of it, 
that any subsequent applications made to him (by 
Families on the spot) may be handed in course to

We the undersigned, feel much pleasure m recom- 
mendimr James Hevwood to the notice of the Friends 
of Humanity as a'person, who in our opinion, may Cl fu h reli« upon for supplying Sugars, the produce 
of Frei Labour, unmixed with that obtained by the 
01 1 ree . . • unown habits of punc-

attended to.

This interesting document bears the following 
signatures :—

George Harrison
William Allen
Willm. Forster Reynolds
Samuel Gurney 
T. Furley Forster 
William Crawford

John Eliot 
Thos. Christy 
Edwd. Carroll 
Robt. Forster 
W. S. Hathaway.

THE TRINIDAD SUGAR INDUSTRY.

The St. Madeleine Quarterly Review gives the 
following details regarding the Trinidad Sugar In­
dustry :—

The portion of Trinidad in which the Sugar In­
dustry lies extends roughly from Port-of-Spain in 
the North to the Oropouche Lagoon in the South, 
and from the sea on the East to approximately a 
third of the distance across the Island. The area 
included within these boundaries is by no means 
entirely devoted to sugar cane cultivation, much of 
it being taken up by cocoa, coconuts, and 
abandoned lands. It is, however, within these 
limits that practicallv all the cane is handled.

There are sixteen sugar factories in the Island. 
Of these Malgretout, of some 4,000 tons capacity, 
does not now operate, and the canes are sent for 
grinding to the Usine Ste. Madeleine; also Mon 
Desir, a small Muscovado plant, has made its last 
crop, we believe. These factories may be divided 
into three groups, viz., the Northern, Central, and 
Southern, as follows

northern.
Av.Output

Factory. Proprietors. for last 10
Years in 
tons Sugar.

Caroni ... Trinidad Estates Ltd., Glasgow ... 4935
Orange Grove... West Indian Trustees Ltd., London 3310
Golden Grove... M. J. de Silva, Trinidad ... *485

CENTRAL.

Waterloo ... Kleinwort Sons & Co., London ... 6440
WoodfordLodge Woodford Lodge Estates Ltd.,

London 2242
Esperanza ... F. Boos ... ... ... 2340
Brechin Castle Trinidad Estates Ltd., Glasgow ... 3633
Forres Park ... R. & J. Henderson, Trinidad ... 1670

SOUTHERN.

Usine Ste. Ste. Madeleine Sugar Co., Ltd.,
Madeleine ... London 16,654

Malgretout ... do. do. ... 13,313
La Fortunée ... F. Boos ... ... ... 3,879
Bronte ... Gordon, Grant & Co., Ltd..Trinidad 3,422
Craignish ... Geo. Liddelow & others, Trinidad 801
Hindustan ... A. Lawrie, Trinidad ... 894
Reform ... W. Sanderson, Trinidad ... 846
Mon Desir ... Trinidad Leaseholds Ltd., London J 161 
’ 4 Years average. f 5 Years average. J 8 Years average.

The Hon. Aucher Warner, K.C., Attorney- 
General of Trinidad and Tobago, and Mrs. 
Warner, have arrived in England.

Sir Edward Davson returned from Demerara in 
s.s. Stuyvesant, and the Circular takes this oppor­
tunity of congratulating him upon the birth of a 
son and heir, a happy event which took place on 
March 13th.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “Agronomist.”

Alcohol equal to 600,000 bottles of whisky was 
used in making bottled teetotal sweetened beverages 
in the United Kingdom in 1921.

* * *
A malformation of cotton, of which the cause 

is obscure, is present in almost all parts of 
Western India. The trouble exists in various 
forms, and has the effect of lowering the yield in 
various ways. American and Egyptian cottons 
are stated to be free from the disease, which at­
tacks severely some of the native varieties. Plants 
attacked show a marked change in root de­
velopment.

* ■ * *
The juice of the Palmyra Palm (Borassus flabel- 

liformis), from which sugar is made in India, is 
obtained from the young inflorescence. In the 
case of the date palm (Phoenix Sylvestris), an­
other source of sugar, the juice is derived from 
tapping the stem just below the crown of the 
leaves. The sugar content of the Palmyra palm 
juice is about 14 per cent., and of the date palm 
juice 11 per cent.

* * *
Mr. W. V. Tower, in the Porto Rico Station 

Reports, gives an account of observations on the 
citrus scab (Cladosporium citro) on that island 
conducted in a grove in which the trees had re­
ceived different applications of fertilisers. The 
trouble noticed appeared to have arisen from ex­
cessive applications of nitrogen, the trees thus 
being rendered susceptible to disease by reason 
of their rapid growth.

* * *
Experiments have been conducted in Georgia 

having for their object the destruction of the 
cotton-ball weevil by dusting with calcium arsen­
ate. The arsenate was used at the rate of five 
pounds per acre, application being made by means 
of horse-drawn motors. Admixture of the calcium 
arsenate with lime was also tried, and zinc arsen­
ate used instead of calcium arsenate. The results 
are said to have been satisfactory in practically 
afl the tests.

* * *
Some time ago the Agricultural Experiment 

Station in Cuba discovered that the Royal Palms 
in one of the districts of the island were being 
attacked by a small hemipterous insect, which 
did great damage to the leaves. Specimens were 
sent to the Bureau of Entomology of the Uniited 
States Department of Agriculture, and the decision 
was arrived at that the insect was not only a 
new species, but that it belonged to a new genus 
and sub-family. It has been named Xylostodorus 
luteolus, Barber.

* * *
In a recent discussion on genetics at the Royal 

Society of Arts one of the speakers stated that 
he had been experimenting on the subject of 
vitamines, and found that they had a most 
marked effect on the prolificness of animals. In 

the case of a herd of white pedigree pigs, the 
average litter, with ordinary feeding, numbered 
seven, but after feeding with three vitamines the 
litters had attained such a size that he felt it 
unwise to proceed further, nineteens and twenties, 
and even twenty-ones being quite common.

* # *
Among the important trees of Cuba, says the 

Cuba Review, is the ramon (Trophis racemosa). 
It is not a timber tree of great importance, but 
it has long been recognised as a valuable source 
of fodder for cattle, horses and sheep during the 
dry season of the year, when other fodder is 
scarce, the twigs and leaves being especially ap­
preciated by them. Bees resort to the blossoms 
in swarms for the sake of the sweet liquor they 
contain, and the fruit, which is the size of a large 
cherry, is eaten greedily by man and beast, especi­
ally pigs.

* * *
Ninety per cent, of talc mined is used in the 

manufacture of paper, moulded rubber goods, and 
foundry facings, only the higher grades being em­
ployed for toilet preparations and medicinal pre­
parations. Important uses also of ground talc of 
good grade are in the manufacture of french chalk, 
soap, and as a “ filler ” in the manufacture of 
certain classes of linen and cotton fabrics. It is 
also a constituent of waterproof paints and wall 
plasters. Talc is chemically a hydrated silicate of 
magnesium, and is known as steatite or soapstone. 
Valuable properties are that it is not acted upon 
by ordinary acids and is a bad conductor of heat 
and electricity.

* * *
Chemistry and physics, said Mr. Julian S. Hux­

ley, in a lecture recently delivered before the 
Royal Society of Arts, are the agencies by which 
we obtain control over our lifeless environment, 
biology, in its widest sense, being the agency by 
which we obtain control over life, our own in­
cluded. There are many signs, the lecturer went 
on to say, that the older divisions of biology are 
melting away. Physiologists are turning more 
and more towards the lower animals; zoologists 
are supplementing the methods of comparative 
anatomy by those of physiology; geneticists are 
uniting both botany and zoology in their single 
science. Everything, said Mr. Huxley, points to 
a re-integration of pure biology.

* * *
Menthol crystal is one of the products of Japan, 

the use of which is constantly increasing. It is a 
residue from the refining of the oil distilled from 
a variety of peppermint, and is produced mainly 
in the northern island of Hokkaido, where the 
mint crop is a favourite one for farmers on ac­
count of the distilling work it furnishes during 
the long winters. The crystal finds its chief mar­
ket in America, while the peppermint-oil is sold 
mostly in England, before the war its principal 
market being Germany. The 1920 production 
consisted of 265,000 pounds of the crystal, and 
about the same of the oil, much less than the 
output of 1917, which was 566,328 pounds of crys­
tal and 569,475 pounds of oil.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.
By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 173.)
Mr. Dunlop advocated the formation of a local 

Department of Agriculture, the extension of the 
sugar industry at Punta Gorda and Corosal, and 
the development of food production and other 
forms of agriculture, with the object of redeeming 
the Colony from its dependence on forest products. 
So far, however, nothing has come of these prac­
tical suggestions, there being, as usual, no funds 
available; but even if there were, it would not be 
wise to bank too much on agriculture for British 
Honduras. The Colony originated as a settlement 
of wood-cutters, and timber is still, and must re­
main, its foremost industry.

Hitherto, British Honduras has been, in a sense, 
living on its capital, since thousands of millions 
of cubic feet of timber have been cut out of its 
forests without any organised system of replanting 
being conducted. Already the more valuable trees 
in proximity to the rivers have been felled, thus 
necessitating operations farther afield. This 
wasteful policy is, however, to be checked, for in 
1920 Mr. C. Hummel, a fully-trained Forestry 
Officer, formerly employed by the Forestry Depart­
ment of the Federated Malay States, went out to 
British Honduras to investigate and report on the 
local forest resources. He has since been appointed 
Conservator of Forests, and it is confidently ex­
pected that as the result of his recommendations 
something will be left in the interior of the Colony, 
after all, for posterity. During the war British 
Honduras mahogany was largely used in the manu­
facture of propellers for our aircraft, and with the 
development of civil aviation, it is reasonable to 
suppose that a constant demand for this valuable 
timber, which is not excelled in any other part of 
the world, will be witnessed.

Talking of timber, reference must be made to a 
remarkable contract which was made in Septem­
ber, 1904, whereby the local Government agreed 
to sell the pine trees on the Crown lands through­
out British Honduras to Mr. B. Chipley, a citizen 
of the United States, at the nominal price of one 
cent per tree. In making this agreement, the 
Government no doubt believed that the contractor, 
in order to get at the trees, would open up the 
interior of the Colony with roads and traces, and 
that trade generally would be stimulated. Mr. 
Chipley, however, failed to avail himself of this 
opportunity of acquiring timber at such a favour­
able price, and the Consolidated Naval Stores 
Company, of New York, to which his rights under 
the contract have passed, have ?umlwly held off, 
and as the agreement expires m 1930, it is im­
probable that it will be taken advantage of It 
Thould be mentioned that the British Honduras 
pine is the pinus cubensis, which though not so 
valuable as the American pine tree, has been v y 

n^f the prolific -hune l^lm 

rnhune} which yield an excessively hard nut con 
taining a'rich and valuable oil. Prospectors and 

capitalists have been nibbling at this nut for years, 
but so far have failed to make up their minds 
whether the nut-cracking apparatus should be 
taken to the nuts or the nuts to the apparatus.

A forest industry of importance second only to 
that of mahogany-cutting is the collection of chicle, 
a substance that is bled from Sapodilla trees by 
labourers rejoicing in ¡the name of Chicleros, and 
forms the basis of chewing-gum of commerce, 
eventually finding its way to the under side of 
tables and chairs in America after its purchasers 
have absorbed the digestible ingredients with 
which it is prepared.

The question of opening up the interior of 
British Honduras has hitherto proved as difficult 
and complex a problem as that of the development 
of the hinterland of British Guiana. As far back 
as the eighties of last century, proposals were 
under discussion for the construction of a railway 
from Belize to the Guatemala frontier, and thence 
to Peten and Guatemala City, the basis of dis­
cussion being a grant of land to a depth of three 
miles on either side of the line, making 384,000 
acres in all, to contractors, subject to their giving, 
in turn, free grants of alternate blocks to actual 
settlers, and offering the rest of the land for sale 
in the open market. The estimated length of the 
line was to have been 100 miles, and the capital 
expenditure £500,000. Nothing came of these pro­
posals at the time, but in 1901 the railway ques­
tion was reopened. In that year the local 
Legislature sanctioned the payment of £60,000 
and a grant of 350,000 acres for the construction 
of a railway to the frontier. The Colonial Office 
sent out surveyors, who reported that the cost of 
making the line would be £735,000, and as 
the Secretary of State insisted that six-sevenths 
of this sum should be banked before construction 
was started, and that no Colonial expenditure 
should be made without its sanction, these pro­
posals also fell through. The scheme was then 
modified, the grant being increased to £75,000 and 
the land grant reduced to 200,000 acres, on which 
terms a well-known firm of railway contractors 
expressed their willingness to undertake the work.

This scheme was vetoed by the Colonial Office 
in 1905, and the local Legislature, still determined 
to have a railway, agreed to pay £3,500 per an­
num for ten years for a line to the frontier; but 
this also was turned down by the Colonial Office, 
which was nervous, fearing that if the railway did 
not prove to be a financial success it would be 
thrown on the hands of the Government. Discus­
sion now followed discussion, and after this long 
period of labour, the Government eventually gave 
birth to the quite inadequate Stann Creek Railway 
scheme in 1909. This line, starting from a pier at 
Commerce Bight, near Stann Creek, runs into the 
interior for a distance of twenty-five miles, at the 
end of which it comes to a dead stop, with no 
prospect of extension. The intention was to open 
up a valuable agricultural district, and bananas 
were extensively planted. At first they gave great 
promise, but then they were attacked by Panama 
Disease and now the railway, which had cost, 
down to December 31st, £165,000 to build, has
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practically no traffic, and can only be regarded as 
a dismal failure.

That night was the hottest we had yet experi­
enced, and when Easter Monday dawned the waters 
of the roadstead were unruffled by the slightest 
breeze. Every breath of air one inhaled felt as if 
it came out of a furnace, and a light haze over the 
town betokened greater heat later on. When we 
landed again it was sweltering, but this did not 
prevent our passing a most interesting day.

Shortly after noon, Mr. G. F. Mapp took me for a 
run up the river in a motor-launch, and showed me 
something of the Belize end of the mahogany in­
dustry. For several miles the banks on either side 
are densely clothed with depressing mangrove trees 
except here and there where clearings have been 
made for mahogany depots.

The principal firms engaged in the mahogany 
trade have their headquarters in Belize, and the 
procedure adopted by them is briefly as follows :— 
To begin with, they engage the services of an expert 
woodman, called locally a “ hunter ” or 66 timber 
cruiser,” who wanders about the forests and locates 
and marks suitable trees within easy reach of the 
rivers. A track is then cut through the forest to 
the tree selected, and the wood-cutters proceed with 
their work. The tree, having been lopped and 
cleaned-up, is trucked, or hauled by oxen to the 
river-side, this being usually done at night by 
torchlight, out of consideration for the beasts, which 
would suffer during the heat of the day. The logs 
are then allowed to lie at the river-side until the 
rainy season, and the rivers are sufficiently full to 
enable the mahogany to be floated, or “ driven,” 
as it is called, down to the mouth, where the logs 
are boomed or fastened together by “dogs” until 
they are hauled out to be trimmed or squared up 
ready for shipment.

One learnt with regret that the Americans get the 
pick of the timber, since they send agents to pur­
chase it on the spot—a form of enterprise which 
has not yet been emulated by British timber mer­
chants, owing, no doubt, mainly to the absence of 
direct steamship communication.

Mahogany is used for all kinds of purposes in 
British Honduras, just as marble is by the Italians 
in the Carrara district or granite by the Ticinesi 
peasants, and it was astonishing to see a sawmill 
made entirely out of this valuable red wood, which 
is reserved for pianos, sideboards, book-cases, and 
similar articles of furniture at home.

In the afternoon we experienced what is known 
in the Colony, as it is in the Bahamas and Jamaica, 
as a “Norther,” a chilly wind from the north, which 
sent the thermometer down with a rush from the 
90’s to the lower 70’s in the Fahrenheit scale, and 
lashed the water of the roadstead into angry waves. 
This sudden change of temperature added greatly 
to the comfort of the teams of the Calcutta and the 
Sussex Regiment, which met in friendly combat on 
the football ground just outside the town. Since 
1919, after one of those insensate riots which only 
bring punishment to the ringleaders, increased taxa­
tion, and a set-back in prosperity, a half-company 
of the Sussex Regiment had been stationed in 
Belize. They were quartered at the St. James’s 
Barracks, just to the north of the town, hemmed 

in between the sea and a mangrove swamp, in a 
row of hutments raised on piles. These were the 
historical barracks which were once upon a time so 
infected with mosquitoes that the men, to escape 
attack, used to immerse themselves up to their 
necks in the sea, and pray for the morning; but 
much has been done to clean up Belize since those 
days, and Dr. James Cran, V.D., O.B.E., deser­
vedly one of the most popular residents in the 
Colony, was able to boast that although he had 
resided in it for more than a quarter of a century, 
he had never suffered from fever.

One of the Barrack buildings was used as a 
Country Club, which encourages golf, lawn tennis, 
and polo, and lavishes a kindly hospitality on visi­
tors. Later in the day there were meetings of the 
British Honduras Contingent Society, when Corporal 
Haynes, on behalf of the Officers, N.C.O.’s and men 
of the 1st and 2nd Honduras Contingents who gal­
lantly volunteered and went over to Europe during 
the war, read an address in appreciation of the work 
of the West Indian Contingent Committee. Most 
of the Honduras Contingents served in Mesopotamia 
with the Inland Water Transport, a circumstance 
due to the fact that some members of the first 
draft sent there proved such excellent watermen 
that the “brass-hats” thought that all men from 
British Honduras must be similarly gifted.

This meeting was followed immediately after­
wards by one of the local Chamber of Commerce, 
when impressive and patriotic speeches were de­
livered by the Hon. Sydney Cuthbert, the Hon. 
G. E. Grabham and others, among the members 
present being the Hon. A. R. Usher, M.B.E., and 
Capt. H. Meihado; and the day was brought to 
a close by a dinner-party at Government House, 
which gave me the opportunity of meeting many of 
the prominent officials and residents.

During the evening more speeches were delivered, 
and many encouraging remarks were made regard­
ing the future of British Honduras, which would 
never be for a moment in doubt if only money were 
forthcoming for development, and a system of im­
migration could be established. Though rather 
larger than Wales, the colony has a population of 
one-quarter only of that of Croydon, and it is ob­
vious that until this state of affairs can be remedied 
no satisfactory development of agriculture, on the 
lines suggested by Mr. Dunlop, can have any chance 
of real success.

In recent years there have been indications of a 
greater interest being shown by Downing Street 
in British Honduras; but much leeway in this con­
nection has still to be made up, and it is deplor­
able that the colony should still be largely depen­
dent upon foreign steamship companies for com­
munication with the outside world, and that it 
should have no efficient wireless system. Mean­
while, Sir Eyre Hutson is in the unenviable posi­
tion of being compelled to make bricks without 
straw, and though there is no mistaking his enthu­
siasm and the earnestness of his desire to develop 
the colony, he must be to a great extent power- 
less to effect this purpose until the purse-strings of 
capitalists are loosened—which can never be until 
the door is opened by Downing Street.

(To be continued.)
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
J//»e Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Bahamas—The Nassau Fire.

Further particulars are now to hand in the Nassau 
Guardian of the fire which destroyed the Colonial 
Hotel on March 31st at the end of the most successful 
season in the history of the colony. 
The outbreak, the origin of which 
cannot be accounted for, was dis­
covered at 5.35 a.m. in the laun­
dry. The police, City Brigade, 
and Western Brigade engines 
were soon on the spot, but their 
efforts had shortly to be confined 
to saving as far as possible the 
surrounding buildings, no fewer 
than twelve of which were ablaze. 
The wind fortunately was light 
and in a favourable direction, fan­
ning the flames away from the 
town. By dint of dynamiting 
(under the direction of Mr. Sloan 
Dananhower) the eastern range of 
the fort—the business portion of 
the Ci|y—which was in imminent 
danger, was saved. At the first 
alarm, the guests in the hotel were 
aroused, and not one casualty is 
reported, very few of the visitors 
even losing any of their luggage. 
Many were leaving on that day by 
s.s. Munargo, and the rest were 
accommodated at the Hotel Royal 
Victoria, which had closed at the 
end of the season. The total loss is estimated at 
^250,000, the greater part of which is thought to 
be covered by insurance. Mr. W. J. Greene, 

The destruction of the Hotel voiomai, massau
This palatial building was completely destroyed by fire on March 31st, as recorded 

on this page.

manager of the Colonial Hotel, has received mes­
sages of sympathy and offers of help from Trini­
dad, Jamaica, and Bermuda.—Miss Mary Moseley, 
M.B.E., has been appointed a member of the Develop- 

meat Board, in the absence of Captaini Kenneth 
Solomon.

A controversy which has for some time been 
stirring the Anglican community has resulted in the 
institution of a civil suit against the Bishop of Nassau 
and certain of the clergy to decide the question 
whether church buildings in Nassau are absolutely the 
property of the Church or are subject to the restrictive 
conditions of a special trust.

The calamitous fire at Nassau
The photographs from which this’striking illustration'is reproduced were taken by 

Mr. Armbrister.

Barbados’ Satisfactory Crop Results.
Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, writing on April 5th, reported 

reaping as in full swing, and in most parishes the 
tonnage of canes to the acre was 
better than had been estimated, 
but unfortunately the price of 
sugar was low, the value of dark 
crystals being $2.75 per 100 lbs. 
There was very little enquiry for 
Choice Molasses, and only a small 
quantity had been sold on a basis 
of 15 cents per gallon. The 
young crops throughout the 
Island were looking splendid and 
were all well established.

The weather* during March was 
favourable, the early part of the 
month being dry, but the heavy 
showers later relieving the situa­
tion. The full results, says the 
Advocate, of two years’ shortage 
of rainfall, are now being felt, 
many factories being without 
water.—The House of Assembly 
has had before it the estimates for 
the year. Expenditure is put 
down at ^360,494, and revenue at 
>C3I§,35°- To- meet this deficiency, 
it is proposed to increase the 
duties on articles other than 
necessaries by 20 per cent., which, 

it is hoped, will yield ^20,000.—The party of Canadian 
manufacturers arrived at Bridgetown on March 26th, 
and were entertained at the Savannah Club on the 
following day by Mr. E. H. S. Flood, the Canadian
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Commissioner, a dinner being given in their honour 
the same night at the Drill Hall. Matters of trade 
interest were discussed with members of the Chambers 
of Commerce and the Agricultural Society.—Mr. A. 
Somers Cox, M.A., has been nominated to succeed 
Dr. Dalton, who, as already announced, will resign 
the Headmastership of Harrison College on August 
31st next.—Mr. W. Harper has been appointed, by St. 
Michael’s Vestry, churchwarden of the parish.—The 
British Union Oil Company have struck oil at 
Turner’s Hall, St. Andrew’s, the site of the former 
oil companies that prospected in the island, the return 
for one week showing an average of 400 barrels a day. 
(A barrel holds 42 gallons.) The quality of the petro­
leum is reported to be very good, and it is hoped that 
the beginning has been seen of a prosperous oil in­
dustry in the Island. Oil lias also been struck at 
Springfield in St. Joseph, but the yield here is at 
present insignificant.

Sir Edward Davson in Georgetown.
Sir Edward Davson, President of the Associated 

West Indian Chambers of Commerce, addressed a 
special meeting of the council of the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce on March 3rd, when Mr. C. 
Farrow presided. Sir Edward referred to the very 
full representation of Chambers at the Associated 
Meeting, several new bodies sending delegates for the 
first time. Alluding to the various resolutions passed 
in Trinidad, Sir Edward said that for ¿500,000 they 
could lay a Bermuda-Barbados-British Guiana cable, 
whilst a further ¿100,000 was required to extend it 
throughout the Windward and Leeward Islands. If, 
on the other hand, they adopted wireless, the cost 
would be but ¿20,000. On the basis of the present 
contributions, only ¿8,700 extra was asked for annu­
ally. Dealing with the question of federation, Sir 
Edward said that this might be a good thing between 
Trinidad and the Leeward and Windward Islands, 
but he could not see any advantage in having a central 
Government established in one place to govern the 
others, for he thought they could look after them­
selves and did not want government from outside. 
His proposal was to find a solution in co-operation 
as opposed to federation, and this was really a replica 
of what was happening in the Empire as a whole.

The death of Mrs. E. R. Boon, wife of the Chief 
Accountant of Messrs. Booker Bros, and Co., took 
place 011 March 1st.—Mr. F. Pudsey, second. Assistant 
Director of Public Works, has been paying a_ visit of 
inspection to the Rupununi Cattle Trail, which it is 
hoped to improve in the direction of making the 
route shorter.—The congratulations of the Bar were 
paid to Mr. G. J. de Freitas, K.C., on his appointment 
to act as Junior Puisne Judge.—The Government have 
been informed by the Indian Government that the 
latter will be pleased to allow 276 East Indians, re­
patriated from British Guiana and other colonies, to 
proceed to British Guiana provided free passage is 
provided for them.

Mr. J. V. Fitzpatrick, writing on 29th March, states 
that the Buxton Estates Co., Ltd., have sold out their 
two Estates Plantations Lusignan and Non Pareil 
to the Enmore Estates Co., Ltd., and this means that 
Plantation Enmore will take off all future crops of 
Plantation Non Pareil and Plantation Lusignan will 
in all probability take off Plantation Mon Repos 
crops, the Mon Repos Factory being dispensed with. 
Nothing definite, however, regarding the latter has 
been decided. The purchase of the Buxton Estates 
very effectually puts an end to what is known as the 
“Buxton and Friendship Village Right of Way ques­

tion,’’ which has been a bone of contention amongst the 
villagers there for several years, all proposals for the 
cutting of a connecting canal between Plantations 
Lusignan and Non Pareil having been rejected, 
although very handsome terms were offered for the 
privilege. The Buxton and Friendship villagers 
found themselves somewhat in a quandary last June 
when the Non Pareil Factory was closed down and the 
Friendship cane farmers were unable to convey their 
canes to Lusignan Factory for crushing. Eventually 
they decided at the end of last year to cut a connect­
ing canal across the Buxton village lands at their own 
expense in order to convey their canes to Lusignan, 
and they then approached the Buxton Co., offering 
for a toll to permit the Non Pareil cane punts to pass 
through their canal to Lusignan factory, but now that 
the estates have been to sold to Enmore, there will no 
longer be any need to convey Non Pareil canes to 
Lusignan.—Plantation Houston, which not very long 
ago was acquired by the British Guiana Sugar Fac­
tories, Ltd., has also been sold, it is understood, to a 
small local syndicate, while the town agencies of the 
British Guiana Sugar Factories, Ltd., and of the Wales 
Estates have been transferred to Messrs. Booker Bros., 
McConnell & Co., Ltd.—Mr. C. A. Campbell, senior 
partner of Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co., who came 
out on a visit of inspection over a month ago returned 
home by the s.s. Intaba, on which sailed also Mr. T. 
Harrison Hughes, senior partner of Messrs. Thos. & 
Jas. Harrison, owners of the Harrison Line of 
steamers. Whilst in the Colony, Mr. Harrison 
Hughes paid a visit to the interior, his trip including 
a visit to Kaieteur Falls.—The first of five or six 
expeditions sent by the Chicago Natural History 
Museum to South America has arrived in British 
Guiana. Mr. B. E. Dahlgreen and Mr. J. R. Millar, 
who comprise the mission, propose to remain for 
some time in the Colony, says the Argosy, where 
they will make botanical and zoological collections.

Grenada’s Electoral Districts.
The Committee appointed to advise on the neces­

sary constitutional changes to give effect to the pro­
mised measure of representation have recommended 
the mapping out of Grenada and Carriacou into five 
electoral districts, which the West Indian under­
stands to be as follows : (1) The town of St. George 
and part of the parish of St. George; (2) part of the 
parish of St. George and the entire parish of St. 
David; (3) the parish of St. Andrew’s; (4) the 
parishes of St. Patrick and St. Mark; (5) the parish 
of St. John and the island Dependency of Carriacou. 
Our contemporary criticises this arrangement on the 
grounds that both the town of St. George and the 
island of Carriacou should have their own representa­
tives.—Mr. J. P. Cohglan was the recipient of an illu­
minated address at a farewell gathering held under 
the auspices of the Catholic Men’s Union to mark his 
departure for British Guiana, where he has been ap­
pointed Stipendiary Magistrate.

The New Jamaica Tariff.

The new Tariff Bill received its third reading on 
April 4th, after protracted debates. Three of the 
elected members voted against its passing.—Mr. 
Mitchell-Hedges, after his success in capturing the 
man-eating shark which had killed Miss Adeline 
Lopez, was asked to continue the good work and rid 
the harbour of these pests, but owing to the state of 
his health, has had to relinquish the sport of big game 
fishing for a time. On March 28th he sailed for
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Panama. Several other large sharks of io to 12 feet 
in length have been captured at different points. It 
has been decided to devote the money subscribed to 
the Adeline Lopez Memorial to founding a scholarship 
at Wolmer’s School, where that young lady had 
been educated.—Answering a question in the Legisla­
tive Council, the Colonial Secretary explained that 
Government support was being afforded to Mr. A. W. 
Farquharson in his mission to England to the extent 
that the Government had addressed two despatches 
to the Secretary of State emphasising the importance 
of his mission, and forwarding the enclosures pre­
sented to the Jamaica Imperial Association.—Mrs. W. 
A. Hall has been publicly thanked and presented with 
an address at Brown’s Town in recognition of her 
devoted services during the alastrian epidemic.

Under the auspices of the Jamaica League, a presen­
tation was made, on March 21st, to the Rev. F. 
Gordon Somers, President of that organisation. Hon. 
H. A. L. Simpson paid a well-deserved tribute (says 
the Gleaner) to Mr. Somers’ work in the interests of 
education, as well as of the industrial, social and poli­
tical life of the people.

Moderate Pickings of Tobago Cacao.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on March 28th states : 
Cacao is coming on a little more freely, and moderate 
pickings are expected in April. Some favoured 
estates may make last year’s crop, but the majority 
will fall far short. A fortnight’s dry spell just ex­
perienced may harm the young flowers now on the 
trees. Light showers would be acceptable, the hill­
sides being by now quite dried up, especially in the 
Leeward district. The Government have been in­
vestigating the water supplies in the villages, and 
new wells are being dug.—Louis D’Or New Bridge 
was progressing well until work had to be shut down 
for lack'of a pump for the foundations, although the 
plans were made years ago.—The coastal steamer 
Belize was off duty for a week, undergoing periodical 
cleaning in the Government dock. Mails were dis­
patched by schooner, but cargo and passengers had 
to wait. Since the withdrawal of the Barima, North 
Coast estates can only send cargo one way and once a 
fortnight.

Canadian Manufacturers in Trinidad.

In a letter dated March 23rd, Mr. Hamlyn 
writes : A special general meeting of the Trinidad 
Chamber of Commerce was held on Tuesday, March 
14th, to welcome the representatives of the Canadian 
Manufacturers’ Association. The Hon. A. Fraser, 
President of the Chamber, in welcoming the visitors, 
referred to the unsatisfactory and one-sided working 
of the Reciprocity Agreements between Canada and 
Trinidad. Mr. W. S. Fisher, President of the Cana­
dian Manufacturers’ Association replied and m the 
discussion which followed, the disadvantageous posi­
tion of Trinidad sugar because of Canada s adhesion 
to Hie Dutch Standard, and the falling off of the pur- 
chases by Canada of Trinidad cocoa were thoroughly 
ventilated The representatives made it , clear that 
thev were travelling chiefly in search, of information, 
and while thev were quite sympathetic towards the 
desire of members of the Chamber for a better demand 
for Trinidad produce in Canada, they were not ab 
offer anv remedy. They -^sted that he situation 
might be ameliorated by both sid^ g g a
and discussing mutual needs. y 

cordial invitation to any Trinidad commercial men 
who felt inclined to visit Canada. Mr. Payne, secre­
tary of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Canadian Department of Trade and Commerce, who 
was accompanying the representatives on their tour, 
also spoke, and he assured the Chamber of Commerce 
that the new Minister for Trade and Commerce was 
as warm a friend of the West Indies as was his pre­
decessor, Sir George Foster. Mr. Albert Stollmeyer 
pleaded for help and sympathy from Canada in the 
efforts being made to establish a fruit industry in 
Trinidad. On Thursday, March 16th, Mr. C. F. 
Towers, Superintendent of the Foreign Trade Depart­
ment of the Royal Bank of Canada, delivered a lecture 
to the Chamber of Commerce on Canadian-West In­
dian Trade. The point he emphasised particularly 
was that Canada, by her rapid growth, would soon be 
in a position to dispense with New York as a source 
of supply of such tropical produce as she needed, and 
be able to purchase direct from the West Indies. The 
full extent of Canada’s purchases of West Indian pro­
duce would then be made apparent, and the working 
of the Preferential Tariff Agreements would be made 
clearer, with the result that it would appear more 
satisfactory from the West Indian standpoint.—On 
March 15th the corner-stone of the new Temple for 
the Royal Prince of Wales Lodge (of Freemasons), 
No. 867, E.C., was laid with appropriate ceremonies by 
Mr. George F. Huggins, O.B.E., Past Master of the 
Lodge, who had given the site for the new Temple at 
St. Clair.—At the meeting of the Legislative Council 
on March 17th consideration of a Bill to amend the 
Agricultural Relief Ordinance, 1921, was further post­
poned, and a Bill to provide for a permanent income 
tax was read a first time.—At Coccrite Leper Asylum 
on March 20th, H.E. Sir S. H. Wilson invested Rev. 
Mother Nigay, for many years resident superinten­
dent of the asylum, with the insignia of a Serving 
Sister of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, con­
ferred upon her by the King in recognition of her 
long self-sacrificing service in the cause of suffering 
humanity.

Writing again on March 30th, Mr. Hamlyn says :— 
At a meeting in premises recently acquired for the 
purpose in Port-of-Spain, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association was formally established on March 21st. 
Mr. T. Geddes Grant was in the chair, and Mr. R.*D. 
Pringle, of the National Council of Y.M.C.A.’s, 
London, explained the procedure to be followed. Rev. 
J. H. Poole was confirmed as General Secretary. Next 
morning the Governor received Mr. Pringle and Mr. 
Poole, and consented to become Patron of the 
Y.M.C.A. in Port-of-Spain.—At the meeting of the 
Legislative Council held on March 24th, a Bill to 
amend the Agricultural Relief Ordinance of 1921 was 
read a second time. The Auditor-General explained 
how the objections which had occasioned its post­
ponement had been met, and, as there were no further 
objections, the Bill passed through the remaining 
stages and became law. The Receiver-General having 
moved the second reading of the Income Tax Bill in 
an explanatory speech, the discussion upon it was, 
on the motion of the Hon. A. H. Cipriani, postponed 
until the next meeting.—His Excellency Sir H. E. 
Wilson attended the Speech Day of the Queen’s Royal 
College on March 24th, and, after presenting the 
prizes, unveiled the Memorial Tablet which had been 
nut up to commemorate those students of the College 
who had fallen in the Great War.—On March 26th 
Lady Wilson attended a meeting of the Girls Clubs 
Union at the residence of Mrs. Grieg, and delivered 
an address to the girls.
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WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

Mr. Wood's Report.
In reply to Mr. Gideon Murray, on April 6th, Mr. 

Edward Wood stated that he hoped to have his re­
port on his official visit to the British West Indian 
Colonies ready in the course of the next two or three 
weeks. He understood that courtesy demanded that 
it should not be laid on the Table of the House before 
it had had time to reach the Colonies concerned.

Labour Employed at Kelham and Cantley.
Replying to Sir A. Fell and other members on April 

10th, Sir Arthur Boscawen stated that from 8oo to 
900 men were employed for a short time in the winter 
months at Kelham and Cantley factories, but during 
this time the factory worked continuously for 24 hours 
a day and seven days a week. Mr. Hilton Young 
informed Captain W. Benn that no Excise duty on 
sugar due in the last financial year had been remitted.

Legislation in Jamaica.
Mr. Churchill informed Captain W. Benn, on April 

nth, that no instructions had been issued to the 
Government of Jamaica to prepare and pass imme­
diately a Bill to prevent the publication of misstate­
ments upon matters of public interest, but the atten­
tion of the Governor had been drawn in 1919 to cer­
tain legislation which had been passed in another 
Colony for controlling the importation and circula­
tion of seditious publications. A law called the 
“Harmful Publications Prohibition Law” had been 
recently introduced into the Legislative Council of 
Jamaica.

The Kingston Penitentiary.
Replying to Brigadier-General Nicholson, on March 

17th, Mr. Churchill stated that a petition had been 
received from the Kingston penitentiary staff, Jamaica, 
relating to their scales of pay and allowances. A 
Commission had recently been appointed to inquire 
into the salaries of the Civil Service in the Colony, 
and the Governor had been accordingly informed that, 
as the case of the petitioners would presumably be ex­
amined by the Commission, the Secretary of State did 
not propose to intervene in the matter.

British Sugar Machinery Manufacturers.
Mr. Macquisten asked on April 10th whether he was 

aware that during the war the United States of 
America had built a great number of sugar factories 
in Cuba, where there was now over-production, re­
sulting in these factories falling into thé hands of 
creditors for machinery, and thence into the American 
sugar refiners’ combine, who had diverted the whole 
of the . making of machinery for Cuba away from 
Britain, resulting in great unemployment of British 
machinery makers in Glasgow and elsewhere in 
Britain, who were now also threatened with the loss 
of the making of machinery for the West Indies 
owing to the. dumping of the Cuban surplus destroy- 
ino- the growing of sugar in the West Indies; and 
what steps did'he propose to remedy this matter? 
Mr. Churchill replied : “The effects of these circum­
stances upon the West Indies had been engaging the 
attention of His Majesty’s Government, but he was 
not in a position to make any statement on the sub­
ject at present.”

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.
The Editor will be glad to receive gifts of books, 

copies of publications relating to the Colonies, photo­
graphs of West Indian scenery, or local events of 
topical interest, and donations towards the Library 
Fund.

The Life of Enos Nuttall, Archbishop of the 
West Indies. By Frank Cundall. With a foreword 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. With Maps and 
Illustrations, pp. xiv + 256. London, The Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge. Price, 12 s. net.

A biography of Archbishop Nuttall, who died in 
1906, has long been due, and there is no one more 
fitted to undertake the task than Mr. Frank Cundall, 
who, in addition to his intensive enthusiasm for, and 
unrivalled knowledge of, West Indian literature, 
served for twenty-five years on the Archbishop’s 
Diocesan Council, and was also associated with him 
for many years in educational affairs. The result is 
an extremely able record of a forceful personality, 
whose heart, as the Archbishop of Canterbury says 
in a Foreword, was always centred in the West In­
dies, and whose sound judgment and statesmanlike 
way of dealing with difficult problems, would, ac­
cording to his biographer, have made him an ideal 
Colonial Governor. Mr. Cundall has in some measure 
left his hero to tell his own story by means of ex­
tracts from the Prelate’s diary and correspondence. 
That the task of selection can have been no light one 
can be gathered from the fact that copies of no fewer 
than thirty-five thousand of his letters have been 
preserved, filling over eighty books.

Born in 1842, Enos Nuttall spent his boyhood in 
Yorkshire, becoming at the age of seventeen a Wes­
leyan Lay Preacher, and it was as a Wesleyan mis­
sionary that he sailed to Jamaica in 1862. His first 
appointment in the Anglican Church was as a 
Deacon at Spanish Town in 1866. The same year he 
was ordained priest and given the incumbency of St. 
George’s, Kingston. Fifteen years later he was con­
secrated Bishop of Jamaica in succession to Bishop 
Tozer. It is interesting to find Bishop Nuttall, in 
1883, attacking Fronde’s “ English in the West In­
dies,” of which he says that “it is difficult to ima­
gine how anyone, evidently actuated by no unkind 
feeling, could have managed so utterly to misrepre­
sent the facts of the case.” We find him also alluding 
at some length, as far back as 1894, to Bedwardism, 
that strange cult whose leader was last year sent to 
a lunatic asylum.

From 1893, when Bishop Nuttall was elected by 
the Synod, Primate of the West Indies, he was labour­
ing incessantly for the welfare of these territories. 
Not only Church matters and education, but such 
questions as the Sugar Bounties, steamship com­
munication, hurricane and earthquake relief all en­
gaged his attention and enlisted his active interest. 
To obtain help for the sufferers from the Kingston 
earthquake of 1907, he and Mr. A. W. Farquharson 
travelled to England, and his energetic manner of 
dealing with the situation is well illustrated by a 
letter from Mr. Joseph Rippon, O.B.E., quoted by 
Mr. Cundall : “ There had been formed in London, 
as soon as the knowledge of the disorder reached us, 
a Committee of the West India Committee to con­
sider and take steps for the relief of the sufferers. 
Matters were progressing very satisfactorily. The 
Lord Mayor had been approached, and it had prac­
tically been agreed that the circumstances warranted 
the opening of a Lord Mayor’s Fund, and also that a 
grant-in-aid would be forthcoming from the Imperial 
Government. . . When all this had been fairly go,t
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under way, the Archbishop came to otir meeting, and 
I remember, as it were to-day, our dear old friend 
walking in, absorbing the whole Committee and all 
its affairs.” This we can confirm, for it is an in­
controvertible fact that as a result of the representa­
tions of the West India Committee, the Government 
had definitely decided to make a free grant of 
£150,000 and a loan of £800,000 (the figures actually 
suggested by Mr. E. A. de Pass), but had deferred 
making the announcement to the Committee until 
the arrival of the Archbishop and his colleague.

Archbishop Nuttall’s visits to this country were 
largely occupied by work for the British West In­
dies, and for Jamaica in particular, and in 1894 be 
founded the Jamaica Church Aid Association, which 
still maintains an active existence in London. Of 
a banquet given by the West Indian Club in 1911, 
the Archbishop wrote in his diary : “ It was a really 
useful opportunity for discussing West Indian affairs, 
and it was well taken advantage of.” The practical 
influence he brought to bear at a difficult time in 
the Church’s history, and the great affection with 
which he was regarded by all classes of public men, 
are well brought out in Mr. Cundall’s final chapter, 
and it is difficult to resist the conclusion from this 
account of the Archbishop and his fellow-workers 
that the Church of England has been well served 
in the West Indies.

Of many amusing anecdotes recounted by Mr. 
Cundall, it will suffice to quote one. A fellow­
passenger, noticing him wandering unhappily about 
the dock at Southampton, said : “ Archbishop, what 
is the matter? You look unhappy.” He replied : 
“ I have found some of my luggage under ‘ N ’ for 
Nuttall, and some under * W ’ for West Indies, but 
there are two packages I cannot find.” On which his 
fellow-passenger pointed out that one was under 
“ A ” for Archbishop, and another under “ G ” for 
Grace.

A History of The Bahamas House of Assembly. 
Written and presented to the House by Mr. Speaker. 
Printed by order of the House. Nassau : The Nassau 
Guardian, 1921. x + 83.

Whatever may have been the case in the past, the 
Bahamians are now justly proud of their political Con­
stitution, even if perhaps they do not show for it the 
almost aggressive veneration which the Barbadian has 
time and again displayed when his political institu­
tions have been called in question. To the Constitu­
tions enjoyed by Barbados and by Bermuda, that of the 
Bahamas 'is closely akin, being of a type of Colonial 
Government which was set up almost as a matter, of 
course in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but 
has onlv survived in these three examples. Now 
that Representative Government is a subject very 
much to the fore in the West Indies, it is peculiarly 
fitting that Mr. Harcourt Malcolm, O.B.E., K.C., 
should have put into permanent iorm the results of 
his researches into the origin and development of the 
Bahamas House of Assembly, of which he has been 
Speaker since 1914, bein£ the fortleth since 1/29 to 
hold this historic office.

The Bahamas were acquired by England bY 
ment about the year 1640, and from very early days 
thev have possessed elective institutions, so thatwhen 
at the time of the American Revolution, the Loya 
Ïts floekTd over from the neighbouring mamjan^ not 

only did they find a popular
“sHghtfy antiquated/’5 The House has 

£7»“ s 

which fs stilt sub judice. Although this spirit of inde­
pendence resulted in a number of stormy scenes, so 
that at one time Governors must have found, the 
Colony far from a comfortable one over which to pre­
side, there has been an almost entire absence of friction 
with the Home Government, the most notable excep­
tion being in 1900 when Mr. Joseph Chamberlain 
caused the suspension of one Act, and the elimination 
of several items from another, although both had in 
fact, came into operation. But the impasse thus created 
was skilfully avoided by the tact of the great Secretary 
of State, who tacitly although not expressly, with­
drew the veto which had been imposed on these 
measures.

In addition to tracing minutely the history of the 
Bahamas Constitution, the author presents an exhaus­
tive analysis of the present procedure of the House of 
Assembly, quoting many pertinent details from its 
records. It gives a pleasant sense of continuity to 
find in many of the old lists of members surnames 
recurring that are borne by families still prominent in 
the Colony. The mace of the House of Assembly, of 
which an excellent illustration is given, has often been 
thought to be identical with the “bauble” which the 
Protector, Cromwell, ordered to be removed from the 
English House of Commons, but the same claim has 
beén made for the mace of Barbados, and it must be 
added, for those of other Colonies. Mr. Malcolm 
effectively disposes of the myth in the case of the 
Bahamas by adducing evidence that the symbol was 
made in 1798.

The present volume should be of the greatest value 
to the historian, the constitutional lawyer and the local 
legislator, but should not be overlooked by the general 
public who may be interested in the fascinating story 
of these Islands. That it will take its place at once as 
the. standard work of reference for the subject of which 
it treats, we are assured.

The Civil Law of British Guiana. By LI. C. 
Dalton, M.A. Georgetown : The Argosy Company.

Roman-Dutch Law, which was expressly preserved 
by the treaty of capitulation of British Guiana, ceased 
to be the common law of the Colony in 1916, on the 
enactment of the Civil Law of British Guiana Ordin­
ance of that year. This ordinance purported to codify 
certain portions of the Roman-Dutch Law, and “in 
other matters to substitute the English common law 
and principles of equity, along with certain English 
statutory provisions for the Roman-Dutch law.” It 
may be regarded, therefore, as the foundation stone of 
the present Civil Law of the Colony, dealing as it 
does with such important legal relationships as are in­
volved in trusts, mortgages, wills, intestacy, title, etc. 
Mr. Dalton, who as a Puisne Judge in Demerara, and 
editor of the local Law Reports, is well qualified for the 
task-, undertook the compilation as the outcome of an 
article in Timehri. His method has been to set forth 
the text of the Ordinance in bold type, interspersing 
each section with his own comments and interpretation 
in smaller type, and completing the usefulness of the 
handbook by including all amendments to the prin­
cipal ordinance, together with notes, a list of decided 
cases, an index and an appendix of ordinances referred 
to. The arrangement is clear and concise, and as a 
work of reference Mr. Dalton’s book should be in­
valuable not only to legal practitioners, but also to 
litigants and property owners generally in the Colony.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The West 
India Committee who have not yet paid their subscrip­
tion for the current year are requested to do so at once.



200 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. April 27, 1922.

THE REFINERS’ CAPACITY. SOME COMPANY NOTES.

The following table shows the output of the 
sugar refineries in this country (according to the
official Board of Trade Returns) in relation to 
consumption of refined sugars in the United King­
dom. from the year after that in which the Brus-
seis Convention came into force.

Total
From Consumption

Refiners. Imported. Refined.

1904 529,804 873,191 1,402,995
1905 552,097 731,775 1,283,869
1906 539,760 873,620 1,413,380
1907 502 808 960,319 1,463,127
1908 537,255 911,944 1,449,199
1909 599,803 924,577 1,524,380
1910 636,751 823,602 1,460,353
1911 651,969 880,467 1,532,406
1912 714,471 808,037 1,522.508
1913 715,655 899,326 1,614,981
1914 731,650 901,930 1,633,580
1915 784,350 505,500 1,289,850
1916 731,150 410,770 1,141,920
1917 713,930 169,500 883,230
1918 739,100 21,000 760,100
1919 835,750 462,140 1,297,890
1920 785,140 139,622 924,762

A -— 1921 ... 787,572 469 472 1 257 044

It is only fair to the refiners

• • • 1 . 1

of the United
Kingdom to say that they state that they claim 
to be in a position to refine all the sugar required 
in the United Kingdom.

COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.
The following appointments and promotion 

affecting the Colonial Civil Service of the West 
Indies have recently been made by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies :—

Mr. E. Bebbington, Telephone Inspector, British 
Guiana.

Major A. N. Aitken, C. A.M.C., Medical Officer, 
St. Kitts.

Mr. C. G. Hansford, Microbiologist, Jamaica.
Sergeant-Major J. Murphy, Staff-Sergeant-Major, 

Jamaica Constabulary.
Mr. P. G. Noott (Superintendent of Prisons, 

Grenada), Chief Warder, 1st Grade, Prisons De­
partment, Southern Provinces, Nigeria.

Mr. H. W. Moor (Deputy Conservator of Forests, 
Trinidad), Assistant Conservator of Forests, Gold 
Coast.

Mr. J. H. Powter (District Traffic Superinten­
dent, Nigeria Railway), General Manager of Rail­
ways, Trinidad.

Dr. F. H. Alexander, Medical Officer, District 5, 
St. Lucia.

Mr. G. Mackay (Superintendent of Schools, 
Fiji), Director of Education, Trinidad.

[Mr. Mackay, who is a graduate of Aberdeen 
University, was in 1903 appointed an assistant master 
at Victoria School, Seychelles, subsequently becom­
ing headmaster and Inspector of Schools. In iqii 
he was made Principal 'of King’s College in that 
Colony. After two years as Chief Inspector of 
Schools in Mauritius, he was appointed in 1916 Super­
intendent of Schools in Fiji, where he also served as 
Commanding Officer of the Defence Cadet Corps.]

The Colonial Bank.
The accounts for the half-year ended December 31st 

last show a net profit of £67,550 (as against £80,236 for 
the same period in 1920), making, with the balance of profit 
from the previous half-year brought forward, a total of 
£97,165 (as compared with £116,814 in 1920). Out of this 
the directors recommend that £30,000 be allocated to pro­
viding for possible bad and doubtful debts, and that a 
dividend be declared at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum, 
less income tax, which will absorb £36,000, leaving £31,165 
to be carried forward. The directors, in their report, state 
that the present sugar crops of the British West Indies, 
generally speaking, will be somewhat short. In Jamaica 
the outlook with regard to the banana crop is good, and a 
considerably larger area is under cultivation. The cacao 
exports from the Gold Coast have been slightly in excess 
of the previous season. Active business is already result­
ing from the branch opened at Hamburg.

Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co.

Presiding at the fiftieth annual meeting of this company 
on March 23rd, Sir Henry Holloway said that a consider­
able extension of the company’s business had been made 
during the year, no fewer than seven installations of new 
plant for the manufacture of Trinidad asphalt macadam 
paving having been erected in various parts of England 
and Scotland. The total area of this paving laid in the 
United Kingdom to December 31st last represented some 
20) miles of roadway. A final dividend of 7| per cent, 
less tax, was approved, making 15 per cent, for the year 
0.1 both Preference and Ordinary shares, and a bonus dis­
tribution of 24,500 Ordinary shares of £1 each to the 
shareholders was authorised, at the rate of one such fully- 
paid share for every 10 Preference or Ordinary shares now 
held.

United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.

Presiding at the eighth ordinary general meeting of the 
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd., Lord Cochrane 
of Cults said that this company and the United British 
West Indies Petroleum Syndicate, the United British 
Mineral Oil Co., and the United British Producing Co. had 
been one entity for all practical purposes since the 1919 
reorganisation. The outstanding feature of the field opera­
tions in 1921 had been the completion of an arrangement 
with the Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij, the operating 
subsidiary of the Royal Dutch Co., who lent their assistance 
in return for a royalty on additional output. The com­
pany’s refinery had in 1920 and 1921 treated a total of 
106,000 tons of crude oil. The chairman concluded:— 
“ After a connection with 'Trinidad oil extending over 
nearly twenty years .... I can assure you that Trinidad is 
not one of the easiest places in which to work, and I am 
strongly of opinion that Trinidad oil problems are far from 
being the least difficult that the world presents.” Lord 
Eustace Percy, a director, referred to his recent visit to 
Trinidad, when he found the company’s work going on 
steadily, although he could not hold out any definite pro­
spects of spectacular success.

Major the Hon. W. Ormsby Gore, M.P., is 
to read a paper regarding the recent visit of the 
Colonial Office Mission to the West Indies, at the 
Royal Colonial Institute, in the second week in 
June. His interesting descriptive articles which 
appeared in The Times will shortly be published 
in pamphlet form by The West India Committee.
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Motaaua, 
April 18th:—
Mr. & Mrs. E. W. Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Air. N. Kendall

Carter Fearnside Miss M. Marsden
Mr. & Mrs. H. Green Mr. & Mrs. J. Wade

Visitors from the West Indies are invited to register their addresses 
at the West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C 
By doing so they vaili facilitate the forwarding of their correspond­
ence. Among those at present registered are :—

Sailings to Jamaica, from Liverpool, in s.s. Greenbrier, 
April 11th: —
Mr. J. C. M. Gibb
Rev. & Mrs. H. Hughes

Miss AI. Mudie 
Sergt J. Murphy

Mr. W. N. Williams

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in 
Avomnouth, April 16th

R.M.S. Bayano,

Mn & Mrs. T.
Anderson 

Miss Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Guy.Baxter 
Mr.R. Corfield 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Carlton 
Capt. & Mrs. C. A.

Chudleigh & lam.
Maior ix. Mrs. R..G, 

Collins & lam.
Mr. Clegg
Miss N.J. Coote
Mr. J Kemp Cooke 
Mts. B. E. Crowden 
My. F< C. Curtis- 
Mrs. A. F. Currie & fam. 
Mr. & Mrs. G. H.

Deerr 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Denyer 
The Misses Denyer (3) 
Mr. T. E. Dorrington

Mr. F. R. Ellis 
Mr. A. Escarre 
Mr. J. J. Galloway 
Miss F. Green 
Miss Alice Grant 
Mr. R. G. Hammond 
Air- A. J. Harris 
Mr. W. E. HorroCks 
Gapt. W. J. A. Hibbert 
Mr. Ä Mrs. H. Herzoy 
Mr. H. J. Henriques 
Miss B. Kaley 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Knohr 

& fam.
Mr. H. Lachner 
Mr. A. Lachner 
Mr. J. Lang 
Mr, & Mrs. A. Leer 

& fam.
Capt. & Mrs. C. M.

Lloyd 
The Misses Lloyd (3)

Brig. Gen. E. A. 
Moulton-Barrett, 

C.M.G.
Miss AI. E. McGregor 
Mr. A. N. Oxfo d 
Mr. W. Peters 
Mr. W. Prentice : 
Miss E. SaVagfe 
Mr. W. P. Sharp 
Air. B. Steinvorth . 
Mrs. L. Stocks- 
Mr. & Mrs. P, Tarbutt 
Miss W. Tarbutt 
Mr. H. J. Thonger 
Mr, H. W. Thornton-

Jones 
Miss E. P. Turberville 
Mrs. & Miss Tivy 
Mr. F. Velasquez 
Rev. & Mrs. J. W.

Wright

Mr. F. H. Alcock 
Mrs. S. Archer 
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey 
Mr. E. Lambert Bell 
Hon. A. G. Bell, C.M.G. 
Mr. B. Bonyun 
Mr. A. E. Bratt 
Mr, James Brown 
Air. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, BA..M.B. 
Mr. H. S. Cox 
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas 
Air. F. J. Evans 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson 
Hon.,H. Ferguson.
Mr. J. j. Franco 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Air. E. P. Gladwin 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn 
Mr. V. C. Hanschel 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G. 
Air. W. P. Humphrey 
Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
His Hon. Air.Justice E- C. Jackman

Mr. Frank H. Johnson 
Mr. J. P. Kirkness 
Mr. William Mackay 
Mr. Dugald MacPhail 
Air. D. Lückie Matthew 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
His Hon. Mr. Justice W. P.

Michelin
Air. R. Nicol
Air. E. A. Percival
Lieut. W. AI. Richards
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I.
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. D. Hops Ross 
Mr. L. A. Ryan 
Mr. C, B. Sayles 
Mr. Ivan J. Scott 
Airs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L- R. Sharples 
Mr. W, M.B. Shields 
Air. R. Strang 
Dr. H. A. Tempany
Mr. A. C. Thomas 
Mr. L. A. Torrance 
Mr. E. M. Walcott 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood 

Mr. John AI.Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.
Mr-Archibald Gordon, c/oMessrs. John Leckie&Co., 84, Fore Street,E.C. 
Mr. A. Af. Reid, South Cerney, Cirencester. Glos. 
Mr. H. Blin Stoyle, Crediton. Devon.

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and. intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth, April 1
Lt.-Col. G. M.

Goldsmith
Mrs. T. Gray & Son 
Mr. j. F. Hardie

from Jamaica, in s.s. Motagua,

Mr. & Mrs. G. Hawkins 
& Son 

Capt. W. V. Howard, 
K.N. 

Capt. V. W. Massy

Mr. J. AI. Morgan 
Miss S. M. Morgan 
Mr. & Airs. A. G.

Paten

To From Packet Sailing
B’dos & T’dad.. Dover ... Sfuyvesant ... Apr. 29
B. Honduras .. Liverpool ... Spectator ... „ 29
Ja’ca & B’mas .. . Glasgow ... Nortonian ... „ 29
Trinidad Plymouth. ... La Navarre ... May 1
Jamaica . Bristol ... Changuinola ... Mav 2
B’dos & T’dad.. . Liverpool ... Senator ... 6
Jamaica . Bristol ... Coronado ... „ 8
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Barranca • •• „ 9
Ja’ca & B’mas . . Liverpool ... Actor • „ 12
West Indies . London ... Intaba ... „ 12

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Advanced bookings pei- s.s. Specialist, from London.

April 28th : —
Mr. Boiler
Airs. AI. AI. Carter
Airs. & Miss Doggett

Mr. T. Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. Mclnroy

Miss Sturgess 
Air. Wight

B’mas, Ja’ca &
B.H’das 

G’ada, T’dad & 
Demerara 
West Indies

Montreal

New York 
Halifax

... Canadian Forester May 31

... M ar aval ... J une 6
... Chaudiere ... „ 6

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to West Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Venezuela

Div.
4 %

3J %
4 %
3 %

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

April 14th :—
Airs. Campbell & fam.
Mr. J. B. Centeno 
Mis. AI. J. Fielder 
Air. P. J. Harrison 
Mr. & Mrs. H. N.

Leacock

Air. J. Rees McArthy
Air. Paul
Air. Rhatigan
Air. L. J. Riley

Aiis. Russell 
Air. & Mrs. Urich 
Airs. Welton & fam. 
Air. W. F. Williams 
Aliss Yearwood

3¿ % 
3 %

<1

Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

Redeemable 1919-44 ...
1925-42 ...

1935 ...
,, 1923-45 ...

1917-42 ...
1934 ...

,, 1919-49 ...
1922-44 ...
1919-44 ...
1917-42 ...

,, ,, 1922-44 ...

Latest 
prices. 
84-86 
73-78 
85-87 
62-64 ' 
76-78XD 
86-88 
73-75 
69-71 
78-80 
83-85 
70-72

Home Arrivals from West Indies, in 
Plymouth, April 18th :—

s.s. Vän Rensselaer,

8 %

8 %

The Colonial Bank

Royal Aiail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

6-6i

95-100

Air. J. Barrington
Mr. E. Blake
Air. E. Brazar
Air. F. Brazar
Mr. & Mrs. C. A.

Campell
Aliss M. Crowley 
Air. A. Duckham

Air. C. Fleming 
Air. H. Godsal 
Mr. A. Gomes 
Aliss A. Gomes 
Air. & Airs. C. Gomes 
Mr. S. Gomee 
Air. G. Courtney 
Air. A. Hendriks

Air. T. Hitchin 
Mr. W. Holman 
Aliss F. Lamonde 
Air. A. Munro 
Air. J. Ramishar 
Air. A. Wade 
Air. H. Wimhurst 
Mr. L. Witz

6
6
7

10 %

Advanced bookings per s.s, Stuyvesant, from Dover,

April 29th
Air. & Mrs. A. E- 

Cbapple.
Air. G. E. Cookson

Airs. D. G. Lewis
Ali. Lock
Capt. C. F. O. Master

Air. Nethercote
Air- Short

— I
I 

_ I 
- I 
z 
5% 1

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co- 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar.............. ... ..............
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ... ..............
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/- .........................
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. — ..............
Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd., 10/- ... —
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd. (£1) .............. 
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.
General Petroleum of Trinidad.........................

Direct West India Cable Co- ....................................
W I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary — ...
w' I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-. 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. 5% Debentures...

103-108

4/3
40/-

1/6
59/- 
1/3
25/-

10/6
7/6

14-2

70-75
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY. The stocks in London on April 15th were : —

Telephone— 
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3. 
April 25th, 1922.

Jamaica ...
Demerara
Total of all kinds
CACAO is steady.

1922 1921
11,075 9,869
19,512 16,322
39,865 36,411
Business has been

1920
7,462 Puns.

12,343 „
28,303 „

done in Trinidad

BANK RATE. Reduced to 4 per cent, as from April 
13 th, after having remained at 4| per cent, from February 
16th.

on the spot at 75/-, and at 57/6 to 60/-, c.&f. to arrive. 
Grenada has sold on the spot at 58/- to 61/-.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

The imports of cacao for the month amounted to 162,343 
cwts., making 488,804 cwts. for the three months. Only 
1,100 cwts. came from the British West Indies, making

April 11th April 25th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 H 18 2
.. France 1 18 0 1 17 7
.. Belgium 2 11 2 0 10
..Italy ... 3 4 9 3 4 6

April 11th April 25th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.

In Spain ... 12 6 12 6
.. Germany 64 8 0 59 12 0
..Austria 1378 0 0 1384 6 0
..Holland 19 2 19 2

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 2s. 2d.
SUGAR. Quotations remained nominal in the New

York market from the date of last Summary up to the
22nd inst., when sales of Cubans for immediate delivery 
were made at 3.98 c., duty paid landed. This quotation, 
which is equivalent to 2.37 c. c.i.f. and about 2.20 c. f.o.b., 
remained unchanged yesterday. Future values were: May 
2.38 c., July 2.62 c., Sept. 2.82 c.

Demand for immediate supply in the Home Market has, 
in view of the approaching Budget, been slack, and prices 
remain much the same as they were at the date of the 
last Circular. Quotations are as follows : London granu­
lated, 48/6; American granulated, spot, 47/6; wh’te 
Mauritius, 44/6 spot, equal to about 23/- c.i.f.; Preferential 
96 deg., 16/6 c.i.f.; Cubans, 13/- c.i.f.; West Indian crys­
tallised, 417- to 43/6 spot terms. Terminal market values 
for 96 deg. were: May 13/10|, July 14/-, Sept. 13/10|. 
White 19/3f, 19/81, 19/81 respectively.

The Board of Trade Returns show that the imports 
of sugar for March were 156,676 tons, consisting of 
29,148 tons of refined and 127,528 tons of unrefined. This

19,449 cwlts. for the quarter.
The exports for the month were 88,336 cwts., or 136,776 

cwts. for the quarter. Last year the January-March exports 
were 83,837 cwts. The consumption for the month was 
88,040 cwts., as against 97,157 cwts. in February and 58,576 
cwts. in March last year; but for the three months it was 
274,679 cwts., as against 220,971 cwts. in January-March, 
1921. Stocks in hand on March 31st were 753,000 cwts., as
against 772,000 cwts. on February 28th.

The stocks in London on April 15th were: —
1922.

Trinidad.............  4,931
Grenada ... ... 12,457
Total of all kinds 99,268

1921.
22,691
28,139

198,604

1920.
17,419 Bag«.
20,131 „

151,782 „
ARROWROOT. A small business is passing, with prices 

unchanged at: fair to good manufacturing 3|d. to 4d., and 
good to fine grocery 4£d. to 6fd.

BALATA. West Indian sheet continues slow of sale,

brings the total imports for the quarter up to 412,809 tons, 
as against 256,174 tons for January-March, 1921. The im­
ports of refined sugar from the Continent for the month 
were only 3,946 tons, principally from Holland, Czecho­
slovakia only sending in 1,092 tons; but the United States 
contributed 21,882 tons. In the unrefined category, the 
month’s imports included 103,071 tons from Cuba, 8,555 
tons from the British West Indies, and 989 tons from
Mauritius.

The consumption for the month was 111,770 tons, making 
■for the quarter 350,423 tons, as against 334,361 tons for 
the first quarter of last year. The refiners’ contribution 
for the month was 76,977 tons, bringing their three months’ 
deliveries up to 225,250 tons. Stocks in bond on March 
31st were 209,900 tons, of which 16,550 tons were foreign 
refined and 27,950 home refined. These compared with 
141,650 tons on hand on February 28th, of which 13,650 
tons were foreign and 17,900 tons home refined.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on April 15th
were :—

1922.
Imports 7,529
Deliveries 9,576
Stock 2,648
RUM. The home market is

more demand for export. The

1921. 1920.
8,690 13,832 Tons

13,307 9,311 „
3,787 12,657

dead, but there is a little 
imports of rum for March

were 313,101 proof gallons, making 640,852 galls, for the 
three months, as against 1,634,126 galls, for the first three 
months of last year. The consumption for the month was 
75,751 galls., as against 145,238 galls, in February. This 
brings the three months’ consumption up to 387,468 proof 
.gallons, as against 616,249 galls, for January-March, 1921. 
The exports amounted to 50,823 galls, for the month, making 
114,939 galls, for the three months, a substantial improve­
ment in last year’s figures, which were 65,725 galls, for 
the same period. Stocks on hand on March 31st were 
11,413,000 galls., as against 11,689,000 galls, on February
28th.

with spot value nominal at 3/- to 3/0|. Fair stocks in 
London are reported.

BAY OIL continues neglected, with the supplies 
plentiful.

COFFEE. The Easter holidays have intervened since 
the date of last Summary, and the market was reopened 
on Thursday last. Coffee is generally unchanged, with very 
heavy offers, principally Costa Rica. Following a rise in 
Brazils, good to fine ordinary Jamaica is dearer, and 41 
bags sold at 72/-. Owing to exchange difficulties and high 
prices, export continues slow.

COPRA is steady, with West Indian f.m.s. valued at 
£25 10s. c.i.f. London, £25 15s. c.i.f. Rotterdam.

COTTON. A moderate business has been done in 
West Indian Sea Island; the quotation for fine is reduced 
100 points, and that of extra fine 200 points, at: medium 
23d., fine 30d., and extra fine 38d.

HONEY. Only small sales have taken place privately 
at unchanged prices. The present range of values is from 
27/6 to 65/- for dark to fine pale.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is very 
slow of sale, with value nominal at 12/6 per lb. The heavy 
arrivals of Distilled have depressed the market, making 
the quotation 2/- to 2/l| per lb. Lime Juice. Fine 
qualities of Raw are scarce and wanted at 2/9 to 3/- per 
gallon. In Concentrated, a considerable business has re­
sulted at £18 on spot.

LOGWOOD continues unchanged, with business slow 
and quiet. Last quotation, £9 spot.

ORANGE OIL. Sweet is quiet, with sellers asking 
10/6 per lb on spot. Bitter is unchanged.

RUBBER. The market has remained steady but quiet, 
with little change in values. Crepe and sheet, 8|d. spot.

SPICES. The market for Pimento remains quiet with 
spot valued nominally at 2|d. per lb., and to arrive 19/6 
per cwt., c.i.f. nominal. Ginger is quiet. New crop, 
common to good bold, is quoted at 180/- to 220/- per cwt. 
nominal. The market for Nutmegs remains steady; sound 
quality 7|d. to 9d., according to size; defective 4fd. to 
6|d. Mace is steady at: fair to good pale, 1/6 to 1/7; 
red, 1/3; common red, 1/- to 1/2.

TRINIDAD OIL. Production for March: Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., 9,050* tons; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, 
Ltd., 6,600* tons; United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
3,469 tons. (* Output restricted.)
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WEST INDIAN PRODUCE AND THE BUDGET.

SIR ROBERT HORNE, making his first Budget 
statement on May 1st, announced that 1/- 
would be taken off the Income Tax, and that 

the duty on tea would be reduced by 4d. per lb., 
and the’duties on coffee and cacao by one-third, or 
lid per lb. The expected reduction m the sugar 

duty did not materialise, and those who had looked 
for an increase in the preference on British-produced 
sugar, in view of the advantage given to home- 
grown beet through the removal of the excise duty, 
have so far been disappointed. It must be regarded 
as a matter for satisfaction in the circumstances 
that the duty on sugar has not been reduced, for 
had it been, the preference, as matters now stand, 
would have similarly been reduced, as is actually 
the case with cacao and coffee. Thus, in respect of 
cacao, the duty being reduced by 14/- per cwt., the 
preference is similarly reduced from 7/- to 4/8 per 
cAvt. As, however, the production of cacao within 
the Empire is so far greater than the requirements 
of the United Kingdom, the main value of the pre­
ference lies in the security of market which it affords, 
and the question of the amount is therefore of 
less consequence. With sugar, however, it is dif­
ferent. Every penny of the preference tells, and 
we had certainly hoped for an increase, bearing in 
mind that the United States admits the sugar from 
her territories free of all duty. But on this subject 
the last word has not yet been said. We have in 
mind the Hon. Edward Wood’s very definite an­
nouncement to the Associated West Indian Cham­
bers of Commerce on January 27th. It will be re­
called that he then said : “ His Majesty’s Govern­
ment is prepared, subject to the approval of Parlia­
ment, to enter into a formal agreement with the 
West Indian Colonies that preference on West Indian 
goods at present entitled to preferential rates on 
importation into the United Kingdom shall be con­
tinued for ten years from the date of the agreement 
on the basis of reciprocity.” Later, in Parliament, . 
Mr. Winston Churchill stated that it was an' 
“undertaking” that would be given. What we 
now want to emphasise is that to be of any real 
value in restoring confidence, the pledge shall be for 
the maintenance of the preference at a figure not: 
less than its present value, namely, £3 15s. per ton ; 
for 96° test sugar. Otherwise the preference would i 
be reduced if and when the sugar duty was reduced. J 
This point has been emphasised by The West India 
Committee, and also, as we are glad to learn, by 
the British Empire Producers’ Organisation, and 
Mr. Arthur Farquharson as representing the 
Jamaica Imperial Association. Coming now to the 
spirit duties, it is a matter for regret that these 
should remain unchanged and thus leave little hope 
for a revival in the demand for rum, the price of 
which is at present beyond the means of the work­
ing man.
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THE PREVENTION OF MALARIA.

ANY study of malaria must necessarily be of 
profound interest to the residents in the 
West Indies. The whole tropical belt has 

been for the past twenty years, and is to-day, 
actively engaged in the struggle against the plague 
of malaria, which has kept whole areas stagnant 
and has seemed by fresh outbreaks consciously to 
resist any attempt to lift the territories affected 
out of their hopeless condition. In this connec­
tion we may commend to the notice of our readers 
a volume entitled “The Prevention of Malaria in 
the Federated Malay States,” a second edition of 
which has recently been published.*  Dr. Malcolm 
Watson and Dr. A. R. Wellington, the authors 
of this book, and certainly the writer of the pre­
face, carry their own credentials with them. The 
issue of the first edition was supported financially 
by all the more important planting companies and 
firms in the Malay States, and one has only to read 
the book to appreciate the great advantages which 
must have accrued to these trading concerns from 
the work of Dr. Watson and his colleagues. What 
did they do? From small beginnings in 1901, long 
before the science of malaria prevention had 
reached the point where it stands to-day, and 
among a prejudiced and ignorant population, they 
made habitable and contributory to the progress 
o( the world places which had actually been or 
were on the point of being abandoned simply on 
the ground of the prevalence of malaria. Nothing 
strikes one more in reading these pages than the 
newness of the work of these public health offi­
cers. They had in effectiveness practically no 
predecessors. Until they began to put to practical 
test the discoveries of the late Sir Patrick Man- 
son, Sir Ronald Ross and Drs. Sambon and Low 
very little, if anything, had been done to combat 
the plague of malaria. This book describes the 
practical steps taken to deal with it in certain 
parts of the Malay States. Dr. Watson tells of 
how he came as medical officer to a place named 
Klang, where the work of eradicating malaria 
seemed well-nigh hopeless. Ten per cent, of the 
town area was swamp, ten per cent, was virgin 
jungle, and twenty per cent, was new forest 
growth. Everything favoured the mosquito. It 
was. not practical to adopt the intensive methods 
afterwards to be adopted in the Panama Canal 
Zone, and Dr. Watson, as he says, luckilv. went 
whole-heartedly for the clearing and drainage 
methods of combating the disease by destroying 
the breeding places of mosquitoes. He is very 
frank; he tells of his mistakes, but his successes 
are amazing. He claims, and with right, that 
from small coast-line areas malaria has been com­
pletely eradicated bv the drainage of swamps and 
the clearing of jungle, and that, when the jungle 
h felled and the pools drained, the mosquito 
(A. Umbrosas), which feeds in undrained jungle, is 
exterminated entirely, and with its extermination 

* “The Prevention of Malaiia in the Federated Malay States.” Arecord 
of twenty years progress. By Malcolm Watson, M.D..C.M..D P H and 
A. R. Wellington, M R.C.S.,L.R.C.P., D.P.H.. etc., and a preface by 
Sir Ronald Ross, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. Second Edition. London.

malaria disappears. This second edition of the 
book, which embraces statistics as late as those 
for 1919, gives very striking figures. In the case 
of children, an enlarged spleen is one of the effects 
of malarial infection. Among the cases examined 
since the prevention of malaria campaign in 
definite areas set in, the “ spleen rates ” have de­
scended from over 50 per cent, to a negligible 
fraction. It is all drainage and clearing in the 
Malay States coast areas. In the hill districts the 
same success has not been gained, and this ap­
parently is due to the different species of mosquito 
prevailing as a malaria carrier. The book must 
be read, and we can only drawr attention to its 
great value as a record of experience, and to the 
many practical lessons which can be drawn from 
its detailed description of Dr. Watson’s battle 
with the fever. As we read we cast a thought 
at the conditions prevailing in British Guiana. 
The system in that colony of making the surface 
of roads out of burnt earth dug casually in the 
neighbourhood causes pools of water to form, which 
are persistent breeders of the anopheles mosquito. 
This is bad, and would not be persisted in if those 
concerned would study Dr. Watson’s book and 
if road authorities would work closely with public 
health authorities. It is pleasant to read in a 
book written by a salaried official remarks indica­
tive of considerable distrust of statistics. Dr. 
Watson alludes to the fact that there are some 
spots so utterly unhealthy from malaria that no 
stranger ever visits them, the inhabitants of which, 
nevertheless, having acquired a certain degree of 
immunity, stand high in the health statistics.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
Estab : circa 1750. Incorporated by Royal Charter.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General 
Meeting of the members of The West India 
Committee (Incorporated by Royal Charter) will 
be held at the Committee Rooms, No. 15, Seething 
Lane, in the City of London, on Thursday, the 25th 
day of May, 1922, at 3 p.m.

Agenda.
(i) To receive and adopt the annual report of the 

Executive Committee, the audited statement of the 
Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 
December 31st, 1921, and the Balance Sheet.

(2) To elect twelve members of the Executive Com­
mittee in the place of the following, who retire by 
virtue of Article VI. of the Royal Charter of Incorpora­
tion, but are eligible for re-election :—C. A. Campbell, 
Esq., S. Cameron, Esq., Sir Edward Davson, Lieut.- 
Colonel Ivan B. Davson, O.B.E., E. A. de Pass, Esq., 
Humphry Crum Ewing, Esq., W. Fawcett, Esq., 
B.Sc., G. Macgregor Frame, Esq., W. A. Griffin, Esq., 
T. Harrison Hughes, Esq., G. Moody-Stuart, Esq., 
and H. F. Previte.

By Order.
Algernon Aspinall,

The West India Committee, Secretary.
15, Seething Lane, E.C.

May nth, 1922.
[The Report and Accounts for the year ended Decem­

ber 31st, 1921, will be found on p. 207.]
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Scornful dog eat dirty pudding.” 
* * *

The export of cacao from Ceylon in 1921 was
02,402 cwts., as against 55,491 cwts. in 1920.

* * *
The tenor of recent advices from Cuba points to 

a sugar crop of from 3,300,000 to 3,500,000, the 
latter figure being an almost certain maximum.

* * *
The youngest passenger landed from s.s. Crynssen 

at Plymouth on May 2nd was the son of a member 
of The West India Committee. His age was five 
days.

* * *
The value of the £1 shares of Home-Grown 

Sugar, Ltd., which was 5/9 at the time of the 
announcement in the House of Commons of the 
contemplated removal of the Excise duty on sugar, 
was 8/9 on April 18th.

* * *
We regret to learn that Mr. W. C. Beloe, senior 

partner of the firm of Messrs. William Belo.e & 
Co., produce brokers, of Bristol, died on April 5th. 
The firm will continue to be carried on by the 
remaining partner, Mr. Gerald H. Beloe.

* * *
The present year is the centenary of the institu­

tion of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Peradeniya, 
in Ceylon, and The Tropical Agriculturist devotes 
its March issue to an account of their history, and 
of the wTork done there since their establishment.

* * *
The following members of The West India Com­

mittee have recently taken up life membership : 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G., Mr. S. A. Hawkins, 
Major E. R. Branch, M.D., Captain P. Ernle-Erle- 
Drax, D.S.O., R.N. There are now 112 life mem­
bers of The West India Committee.

* * *
Mr. Charles Cambie, manager of the London 

office of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, enter­
tained a distinguished company of bankers and 
business men at dinner at Claridge’s on Wednes­
day. April 26th, to meet Sir Edmund Walker, 
C.V.O., LL.D., president of the bank.

* * *
It may not be generally known that Georgetown, 

Demerara, was once a spa. In the early years 
of the nineteenth century there was a chalybeate 
well where the Tower Hotel now stands. Like 
that yielded by the artesian wells in Georgetown 
in recent years, its water was strongly impregnated 
with iron.

* * *
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Wiseman, of Rotherwood, 

Leatherhead, are to be congratulated upon the birth 
of a son. This item of news is of West Indian in­
terest not only on account of Mr. Wiseman’s recent 
tour, but also because his wife, who was Miss 
Penelope May Cardew, is a great-niece of Mrs. 
Forster Alleyne, formerly of Porters, Barbados,

According to a cablegram from The Times cor­
respondent at Suva, dated May 1st, over 12,000 
cases of hookworm have been successfully treated 
in Fiji with carbon tetrachloride by Government 
agencies. Tests show that 98 per cent, of the 
worms were expelled with one dose, and 90 per 
cent, of the individuals cured with one dose.

"TV "TV

The apologies of the Circular are due to the 
Dutch West Indian Islands for a misprint on page 
186 of last issue, which made it appear that they 
“had passed under the United States flag.” It was 
obviously the Danish islands to which reference 
was made. The Dutch “ standard ” still waves 
over Curasao, Saba, and St. Eustatius—and the 
Canadian refiners.

* * ,
Lieut.-General Sir John Asser, who has been 

appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief in 
Bermuda, in succession to General Sir James 
Willcocks, entered the Army in 1887, and has since 
seen much service. He received the K.C.M.G., and 
was promoted Lieut.-General for administrative 
work during the Great War. His wife is a 
daughter of Mr. James Wotherspoon, of New York.

* * *

In a report made to the South African Sugar 
Commission of 1917, on the subject of the sugar 
industry of Natal, referred to in the March number 
of the South African Sugar Journal, Dr. Tempany 
expressed his opinion that in a country like Natal 
a sugar refinery is “ an absolutely unnecessary ex­
crescence,” and said that direct consumption sugar 
should be produced in the factories themselves. 
This view hardly agrees with that of Mr. Fairrie !

‘ * * *
Messrs. James Nourse, Ltd., announce that 

until further notice the rates of freight for June- 
October shipments from Calcutta and Rangoon 
to the West Indies are 60s. per ton for rice and 
dhall, and 65s. for gunnies. Cargo is accepted 
for Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, Porto Rico, and the Dominican 
Republic. In the case of Demerara and Surinam, 
an additional 10s. per ton is charged for tranship­
ment.

* * *

A report in the daily Press to the effect that 
school children in the United States are being re­
cruited to assist in fighting the cotton-weevil, whose 
depredations threaten the whole of the southern 
cotton crop, produces from Punch the following 
little parody :—

Up and down the cotton lands, 
Stamping out the evil, 

See the little warrior-bands— 
Pop goes the weevil I 

* *
The four articles descriptive of the recent visit of 

the Colonial Office Mission to the West Indies, 
which Major W. Ormsby Gore, M.P., contributed to 
The Times, have now been reprinted in pamphlet 
form under the auspices of The West India C°m~ I 
mittee, with the title. “ The West Indies To-day. J 
Copies will be sent free 'to members of The yvest 
India Committee, who apply to the Committee
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Rooms, 15, Seething Laïie, E.C., sending Id. stamp 
to cover postage.

az- 
W -TV

Miss Picton-Turbervill, O.B.E., who, as re­
ported in the Circular of March 2nd, recently 
visited Jamaica on behalf of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, has returned to England. 
She is reported to have secured promises of con­
siderable financial assistance towards the establish­
ment of a local Y.W.C.A. Through the untiring 
efforts of Lady Probyn, wife of the Governor, suffi­
cient funds have now been collected for the pur­
chase of a house in Kingston, which will be the 
headquarters of this much-needed society.

* * *
An illustration of the change in the world’s con­

dition is afforded by the publication of the Customs 
Tariff of Palestine by the Department of Commerce 
and Industry of that country. The tariff is a 
drastic one. Shaving brushes are not allowed to 
be imported at all from some countries, and those 
from Europe have to be inspected by the medical 
authorities before passing the Customs. Bees also 
have to produce the certificate of a competent 
agriculturist in their country of origin that they 
are in good health before being allowed to land.

* * *
The high opinion formed by the Circular of 

“Day Dreams,” the song composed last year by 
Major Jervis-Read, has been endorsed by the Royal 
College of Musicians, who have set it for their ex­
amination. Major Jervis-Read, who, it will be 
recalled, served in the British West Indies Regiment 
during the war, has recently brought out several 
new works, including “Little Preludes” for the 
piano, “Two Songs for Children,” and “Limehouse 
Wharf,” all published by Elkin & Co. The first- 
named are simple but interesting. “Limehouse 
Nights,” as its title suggests, is a rousing baritone 
song, after the style of a sea-chanty.

/V -TV*
According to the Australian Sugar Journal of 

March 10th, the Hon. A. S. Rodgers, who, as 
Minister of Trade and Customs, presides over the 
proceedings of the Commonwealth Sugar Council, 
has refused to listen to the resolution recently 
passed by the Australian Sugar Growers’ Associa­
tion on the subject of the extension of the agree­
ment between the Government and the sugar pro­
ducers. He said that he was not in a position to 
give any assurance as to its continuance, but that 
he advised the delegates carefully to consider the 
possibility of a satisfactory alternative being substi­
tuted later on, as the view's of the Government 
trended rather to increased tariff protection than to 
the extension of the agreement.

* * *
One of two Ipswich visitors who have been stay­

ing in Trinidad, and giving his impressions to the 
readers of the East Anglian Daily Times, calls 
attention to the limited number of British cars in 
that island. He writes : “The finest car on the 
island is a beautiful six-cylinder Wolseley, belong­
ing to the Governor. This has no number plate, 
but a crown stencilled on a plate. There is also 

a little Stellite and a Ruston-Hornsby, but British 
cars are not represented at all really. I have seen 
a few motor-cycles and a scooter going strong, 
ridden by a lady. A favourite American car here 
seems to "be the Dodge Brothers’ car, of which there 
are a great number, and all appear to be as reliable 
and to be giving as good service under the condi­
tions here as they do in England.”

* * *
Mr. W. R. Murray, of Kelso, a well-known 

Border farmer, who recently returned from a visit 
to the West Indies, has been describing his experi­
ences in The Kelso Chronicle. He writes with en­
thusiasm, and proves himself to be an observant 
tourist and a patriotic Scotsman who wTas duly im­
pressed by the number of his countrymen whom he 
met in Trinidad, where “ There are more Scotsmen 
and Scots money . . . than in any other of the 
British Antilles,” and where “nearly all the busi­
ness houses in Port of Spain bear Scottish names.” 
He was indeed told that nearly all the principal 
planters all over the island were Scots or of Scottish 
descent. He hopes before long to return to the 
West Indies to demonstrate the value of a motor 
soil-tiller and cultivator in which he is interested.

* * *
Colonel Amery, M.P., explained to a meeting of 

Empire Journalists, at which the Circular was 
represented, on May 4th, the objects of the Overseas 
Settlement Bill now before Parliament. The Im­
perial Parliament will vote £3,000,000 a year for 
sending and settling men, women and children over­
seas, the arrangement being that such emigrants 
shall only be assisted w’hen they are accepted as 
suitable by the Dominions participating in the 
scheme, or by organisations authorised by them, 
such Dominions to meet half the expense of pas­
sages, settlement, etc. The proposals apply equally 
to the colonies not possessing responsible Govern­
ment, and it would be open to any West Indian 
Government to devise some means for settling white 
men as small farmers if the funds were forthcoming.

* .* *
The C.P.R. steamer Montezuma, which, as an­

nounced in last Circular, will leave Montreal on 
May 15th for Bermuda, Barbados, Trinidad and 
British Guiana, to inaugurate a new service 
between those ports, is one of the most modern 
steel cargo ships. Built in the Armistice year, on 
the Clyde, she has a carrying capacity of 6,700 
tons. The passenger and freight service main­
tained by the s.s. Sicilian between St. John, Boston, 
Havana and Jamaica, and the cargo service offered 
by the Montezuma, should prove of great import­
ance in relation to Canadian trade with Cuba and 
the West Indies. The Canadian Pacific Sicilian also 
offers a delightful holiday for Canadians, combining 
at it does an opportunity to visit the new trade 
markets and to enter into direct and personal rela­
tions with merchants and importers.

Stewed Coco-Nuts.—Break off the shell and 
divide the coco-nuts in four, then tie up the pieces 
in a bag and let them stew in the tayche of sling 
(if you have one) until done.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
(Incorporated by Royal Charter.)

The Report of the Executive Committee for the year 1921, to be laid 
before the Annual General Meeting, at 3p,m„ on May 25th, 1922.

The Executive beg to present to the members of 
The West India Committee their Annual Report, 
the Statement of the Income and Expenditure 
Account for the year ended December 31st, 1921, 
and the Balance Sheet, duly audited by Messrs. 
Price, Waterhouse & Co.

Financial Position.—For the first time for six 
years the annual accounts show a small credit balance, 
the surplus of assets over liabilities on 31st December 
being increased to ^1,588 is. id. This was 
attributable in part to the interest from the investment 
representing the Endowment Fund. Owing to the 
circumstances set out below it has not yet been possi­
ble to secure more convenient premises for The West 
India Committee, and it may be noted that the rent of 
those now occupied has been raised to three times the 
figure at which it stood before the war. In this con­
nection the Committee wish to emphasise the fact that 
The West India Committee is the only organisation of 
the kind in the United Kingdom which has not in­
creased its pre-war rate of subscription.

Membership.—During the year 281 new members 
were elected, bringing the total membership of The 
West India Committee to 2,\7, which constitutes a 
fresh record. The Committee feel, however, that it 
is still far below the figure at which it should stand, 
and they confidently hope that members will help to 
increase it by introducing eligible candidates for elec­
tion. The number of new members admitted in 1904 
and in each of the seventeen years since the grant to 
The West India Committee of the Royal Charter of

Obituary.—The Executive record with deep regret 
the death of Sir William Trollope, Bart., a member of 
the Executive, and of Mr. Edgar Tripp, for many years 
their valued Hon. Correspondent in Trinidad, and of 
the undermentioneel members of The West India

Incorporation in that year is shown below —
1091904 . . 342 1910 ... 157 1916

1905 . . 138 1911 ... 128 1917 152
1906 . . 150 1912 ... 146 1918 222
1907 . . 141 1913 ... 122 1919 242
1908 . . 180 1914 ... 81 1920 419
1909 155 1915 ... 120 1921 281

Committee : —
Mr. François Agostini.
Mr. A. W. D. Alexander.
Mr. R. Bruce Archibald, J.P.
Hon. E. G. Bennett, K.C.
Mr. W. A. Bovell.
His Honour Mr. Justice

N. F. Briggs.
Sir Charles Bruce, G.C.M.G.
Mr. J. D. Smart Dalgleish.
Mr. A. K. F. Duncan.
Mr. David Findlay.
Mr. Thomas Flood.
Mr. M. A. French, J.P.
Mr. James Gilbert.
Sir G. Aubrey Goodman.
Mr. J. P. Gun-Muiiro.
Mr. Sholto H. Hare.

Mr. Luke M. Hill, M.I.C.E.
Mr. J. E. Lickfold.
Mr. Lee Lum.
Mr. J. A. Mahon.
Mr. S. V. Meggs.
Mr. W. Morison.
Mr. H. E. Murray.
Sir Bernard Oppenheimer, 

Bart.
Mr. F. Petford.
Mr. Hamilton Rolle.
Sir Joseph Savory, Bart.
Mr. E. C. Skinner.
Mr. M. G. F. Temple.
Mr. Arthur Wakefield.
Mr. E. U. Wing.
Mr. C. Guy A. Wyatt.

Mr. II. P. Hewitt.
Endowment Fund.- At the close of the year the 

total of the Endowment Fund, which was opened in 
1919 with the object of providing for increased secre­

tarial assistance and more convenient premises, stood 
at ^23,671 8s. lod. Owing, however, to the great in­
crease in rents in the City of London, it has not yet 
been possible to carry out the full programme which 
the Committee have in view. The contributions re­
ceived have been invested in the 5 per cent. War 
Loan, 1929-47, and show a large increase in value over 
the purchase price. The Committee express the hope 
that in view of the fact that the annual subscription 
has been maintained at its pre-war figure, members 
will not regard the fund as closed, but will continue 
to support it by further donations.

The West Indian Contingent Fund.—The Execu­
tive continued to administer the balance of the funds 
of The West Indian Contingent Committee, which was 
disbanded in January, 1920. At the close of the year 
there remained a balance of £8 17s. 1][d. unexpended. 
This account has since been closed, as will be noted 
from the statement appended to this report.

Special Funds.—The receipts and payments under 
this heading in the accounts indicate the multiplicity 
of matters dealt with by the Committee, apart alto­
gether from their regular work. Persona! service has 
become a steadily-increasing feature of the activities 
of the Committee, which, it is believed, is much appre­
ciated.

Annual Meeting and Election of Officers.—The 
report and accounts for the preceding year were 
adopted at the annual meeting, which was held on 
May 26th. At a subsequent meeting of the executive, 
pursuant to Article 5 of the Royal Charter of Incor­
poration, Mr. R. Rutherford was elected Chairman, 
Mr. Cyril Gurney Deputy-Chairman, and Mr. William 
Gillespie, Mr. Thomas Greenwood, Mr. E. A. de Pass, 
and Mr. H. F. Previte were elected Hon. Treasurers 
for the ensuing year.

Banquet to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G.— 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, K.G., was 
graciously pleased to honour The West India Com­
mittee by his presence at a banquet at the Hyde Park 
Hotel on June 24th, at which the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Harewood, K.C.V.O., President of the Committee, 
presided. The distinguished company present included 
the Right Hon. Winston S. Churchill, P.C., M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and representa­
tives of the various Government Departments. A 
full report of the proceedings was published in The 
West India Committee Circular (Vol. xxxvi. p. 271). 
This historical function had an interesting parallel in 
the banquet given by the Committee to His Royal 
Highness’s great-great-great uncles the Duke of 
Clarence (afterwards His Majesty King William IV.) 
and the Duke of York. The arrangements for the 
banquet in 1921 were carried out by a committee com­
prising Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. Cyril Gurney, Mr. W. 
Gillespie, Mr. Thomas Greenwood, Lieut.-Colonel 
G. A. O. Lane, Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. H. F. Previte, 
and the Secretaries.

Betrothal of Princess Mary.—On the announce­
ment of the betrothal of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Mary to Viscount Lascelles, son of the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Harewood, K.C.V.O., President of The 
West India Committee, it was decided that it would 
be desirable to mark the Committee’s gratification on 
this auspicious occasion by offering to Her Royal 
Highness a wedding gift. Contributions towards this 
object were accordingly invited at the close of the year.

Colonial Office Mission to West Indies.—The 
announcement that the Right Hon. Winston Churchill, 
P.C. M.P., had requested the Hon. Edward Wood, 
M.P.\ Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the
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Colonies, to visit the British West Indies, British 
Guiana, and British Honduras on his behalf, and to 
investigate on the spot the various problems affecting 
the welfare of those Colonies,was received with general 
satisfaction. Mr. Edward Wood on October 27th re­
ceived at the Colonial Office the members of the Exe­
cutive, who took the opportunity of submitting to 
him their views regarding various matters affecting 
the West Indies. Mr. Wood, accompanied by Mr. 
R. A. Wiseman, Principal of the Colonial Office, and 
Major W. Ormsby Gore, M.P., left Avonmouth for 
Jamaica on November 29th. It is much to be regretted 
that, owing 101 an outbreak of fever, the Colonial 
Office Mission should have been prevented from visit­
ing British Honduras on this occasion, but the Com­
mittee hope that it may be possible for some official 
of the Colonial Office to proceed to that Colony to 
investigate its economic condition.

Governor of Trinidad.--Sir Samuel Wilson, 
K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., attended a meeting of the Exe­
cutive on December 15th, when the opportunity was 
taken of discussing many matters affecting the wel­
fare of the Colony to which he proceeded on Decem­
ber 31st.

Income Tax Legislation.—West Indian Income Tax 
Legislation received the close and constant attention 
of the Committee. Prior to the passing of the Finance 
Act of 1920 of Great Britain and Ireland, the Govern­
ments of those Colonies which had accepted the prin­
ciple of direct taxation overcame the difficulty of 
double taxation within the Empire by excluding from 
the provisions of their Income Tax Acts and Ordin­
ances non-resident companies and individuals. Sec­
tion 27 of the Imperial Act provided that relief from 
the United Kingdom Income Tax should be given to 
any person who had paid Dominion Tax in respect of 
the same part of his income, such relief to be on the 
following basis : —

(a) If the Dominion rate of tax did not exceed 
one-half of the appropriate rate of United Kingdom 
tax, the rate at which relief was to be given was to be 
the Dominion rate of tax.

(b) In any other case the rate at which relief was to 
be given was to be one-half of the appropriate rate of 
United Kingdom tax.

The various West Indian Colonies above referred to 
thereupon took the opportunity of bringing non-resi­
dent companies and individuals within the scope of 
their Income Tax Legislation. Many complaints hav­
ing been received that owing to basic differences be­
tween the Income Tax Acts and Ordinances of the 
Colonies and the Finance Act of the United Kingdom, 
the declared object of benefiting the revenue of the 
Colony without subjecting companies and individuals 
to double taxation was unlikely to be attained, an 
Income Tax Sub-Committee was appointed in Febru­
ary, comprising Mr. H. J. J. Freeman, F.C.A., Mr. 
N.' Malcolmson, O.B.E., Captain G. Hudson Lyall, 
M.B.E., Mr. R. G. Longcroft, and Mr. A. O. Chud- 
leigh, F.C.I.S., F.L.I.A., to consider the whole ques­
tion in all its aspects. The Trinidad Ordinance No. 
54 (1920) in particular was subjected to adverse criti­
cism, and in view of the great complexity of the 
whole subject, it was decided to obtain the advice of 
Mr. A. M. Latter, a counsel recognised as an Income 
Tax authority of high standing, and his opinion, 
which was drawn up in consultation with the Sub­
committee, was subsequently embodied in a letter 
addressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and published in The West India Committee Circu­
lar (Vol. xxxvi. p. 344). Acknowledging this letter 
on August T2th, Mr. Churchill stated that it had been
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forwarded to the Governor of Trinidad with a recom­
mendation that the Committee’s views might receive 
careful consideration when the Income Tax Ordinance 
for the ensuing year was drafted. The Committee 
similarly called attention to certain objectionable 
clauses in the Grenada Income Tax Ordinance, and 
urged very strongly that an effort might be made to 
secure greater uniformity in the scope and character 
of the various Income Tax Acts and Ordinances 
throughout the British West Indies. This was again 
emphasised in a Memorandum forwarded to the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies on December 7th, where­
in it was urged that Income Tax assessments might 
be made in the country in which the taxpayer had his 
residence or principal place of business. The Com­
mittee further urged that an Inter-departmental Com­
mittee, comprising representatives of the Colonial 
Office, the Board of Inland Revenue, and of the com­
mercial interests involved, might be appointed to 
consider the whole question.

Certificates of Origin.—It appearing that much 
inconvenience was being caused through the lack of 
uniformity characterising the -Certificates of Origin 
required by the various West Indian Colonies and 
British Guiana in connection with their Preferential 
Tariffs, the Committee strongly urged that a uniform 
form of Certificate of Origin might be adopted 
throughout the West Indies. The Secretary of State 
subsequently recommended to the West Indian Colo­
nies the adoption of the form of Certificate of Origin 
prepared by the Imperial Customs Conference, at 
which the noil-self-governing Colonies were repre­
sented by Mr. T. F. Burrowes, C.B.E., formerly of 
British Guiana.

The West Indian Agricultural College.—During 
the year the Agricultural College Committee, which 
was originally appointed by Viscount Milner, the then 
Secretary of State for the Colonies in 1919, and had 
reported in favour of the establishment of an Agricul­
tural College in the West Indies, was called together 
again, their proposals having proved acceptable to a 
majority of the West Indian Colonies. The West 
Indian Agricultural College was incorporated under 
the Companies Acts as a Company Limited by Guar­
antee on September 9th, 1921. The Committee very 
gladly gave their consent to their Rooms becoming 
the Registered Office of the College, and approved 
the appointment of Mr. R. Rutherford to represent 
them on the Governing Body, to whom Mr. Aspinall 
was appointed Secretary. Before the close of the year 
it was decided that the West Indian Agricultural Col­
lege should be amalgamated with the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture, and the Committee believe that 
the work of this joint organisation should prove of 
great value to the West Indian Colonies which are so 
largely dependent upon agriculture for their pros­
perity.

Transatlantic Steamer Communication.-—In Febru­
ary the Secretary of State for the Colonies intimated 
that if he could obtain the concurrence of the Treasury 
and of the Governments of Barbados, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana, he proposed to invite tenders for a 
Transatlantic Steamship Service between England 
and those Colonies, or any two of them. The Trinidad 
Government,. however, decided not to participate, and 
the proposals were accordingly dropped. The Com­
mittee still attach much importance to the question of 
British steamship communication, believing it to be a 
matter of Imperial concern. Meanwhile, the needs of 
all the West Indian Colonies concerned were to a 
great extent met by the cargo and passenger steamers 
of Messrs. Thos. and Jas. Harrison, which, it will be
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recalled, were placed on the route at the request of 
the Committee, and, provided that arrangements can 
be made for these vessels to sail at regular dates, 
steamers of the type 
diate requirements.

now used should meet all imme-

The Hague Rules.—The Committee had under dis­
cussion the Hague Rules which had been adopted by 
the Maritime Law Committee of the International Law 
Association, in meeting at the Hague on September 
3rd, 1921, with the object of defining the risks to be 
assumed by sea carriers under bills of lading. Copies 
of the rules were sent to the various West Indian 
Chambers of Commerce, and they were eventually 
approved in principle by the Committee, which recog­
nised them as a basis for the settlement of the respec­
tive liabilities and rights of shipowners and merchants 
under bills of lading.

Postal Rates.—A heavy increase in postal rates on 
printed matter being threatened, the Committee in­
vited the Royal Colonial Institute, the Over-Seas 
Club, and other patriotic institutions to co-operate in 
protesting against it. A memorial was subsequently 
addressed to the Postmaster-General, who withdrew 
his proposals in thfs connection.

Telegraphic Communication.—No steps were taken 
to give effect to the recommendations of the delegates 
to the Ottawa Conference of 1920, which were ap­
pended in the form of a Declaration to the Trade 
Agreement between Canada and the British West 
Indian Colonies, signed on June 18th in that year. 
The delegates supported the views so often empha­
sised by the Committee, that the situation could best 
be met by laying new cables from Bermuda to Barba­
dos, Trinidad, and Demerara, and linking up the 
smaller islands by cables and wireless.

Freight Rates.—A delegation of the Committee met 
representatives of the steamship companies trading 
with the West Indies in conference on January 17th, 
and ur<red the imperative need for a reduction in 
freight rates. This matterf was also the subject of con­
siderable correspondence with the shipping com­
panies and with the Association of West India Trans- 
Atlantic Steamship Lines throughout the year, and 
reductions in freight rates were made from time to

Deferred Rebates.—The Committee having been 
invited bv the Imperial Shipping Committee to sub­
mit to them their views regarding the Deferred Rebate 
system, after full discussion submitted a memorandum 
in which they called attention to the disadvantages 
arising from the West Indian shipping companies 
granting deferred rebates. This memorandum was 
published in The West India Committee Circular 
(Vol. xxxvi. p. 6).

Immigration.—The question of Jhe /gumption o 
East Indian immigration to British Guiana a 
British West Indies, to which reference was made 1 
previous reports, was carried a stage further by the 
arrival in the United Kingdom of a delegation repre- 
sentino- the Indian Government, and comprising Mr. 
"dg Francis Keatinge C.I.E of the Indian Civil 
Service, the Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava Pillai, M.L.C., 
Deputy-President of the ^dras Legislative Conned, 
and Pundit Venkateah Narayan Tiwary ofAllahabad 
who were to proceed to British Guiana and Tun id ad 
and to report on the conditions there 
a view to enabling the Indian Government to decide 
whether it would be desirable to sanction emigratio 

^ugar Control.—The decontrol of 
the Committee had continued to press, was final y 

effected in February, and the Royal Commission on 
the Sugar Supply ceased operations, except as regar13 
the disposal of sugar still on hand, on the 28th of that 
month.

Sale of Sugar.—The Committee did not see their 
way to agree to a proposal that in future the number 
of bags of sugar sold publicly, or privately, in Lon- 
done should be 50 instead of 30 as heretofore, except­
ing in the case of original imports of a smaller 
amount.

Admiralty Sugar Purchases.—The Committee 
urged that in the matter of the sale of sugar to the 
Government for Admiralty purposes, the pre-war prac­
tice should be reverted to, namely, that the sugar 
should be put up to auction and that the Government 
brokers should invite the West Indian brokers to sub­
mit samples from time to time, and that where sugars 
to arrive were to be bought, these should similarly be 
offered by sending average samples of suitable marks.

Power Alcohol.—The Committee continued to urge 
that alcohol imported for power purposes might be 
duty free. The Finance Act provided for the removal 
of all duty from power alcohol. The regulations under 
the Act laid down, however, that alcohol for power pur­
poses imported from overseas must be denatured by a 
licensed methylator in the United Kingdom before it 
could be used. Moreover, the Finance Act provided 
that a bonus of ¿d. per proof gallon should be given to 
producers in the United Kingdom of spirit for power 
purposes, presumably to compensate them for the 
alleged excise disabilities to which they are subject, 
and thus, although colonial spirit for power purposes 
is not subjected to a surtax, it is placed at a disad­
vantage as compared with spirit distilled in the United 
Kingdom.

Rum Obscuration.-The question of rum obscura­
tion formed the subject of negotiations with the rum 
section of the Wine and Spirit Association, which 
pressed for an increased allowance by the merchants 
to compensate for the loss of duty sustained by reason 
of excessive obscuration. It was eventually agreed 
that the allowances for obscuration should be a penny 
per shilling of the bonded price per proof gallon for 
every degree of obscuration in excess of two degrees, 
the allowance for tenths of a degree over two degrees 
to be in proportion, with the reservation that should 
the price of rum fall to such an extent as to be out of 
proportion to the duty, the trade to letain the right 
to re-open the matter.

Immature Spirits (Restriction) Act.—It appearing 
that there were now ample supplies of rum in the 
United Kingdom for full compliance with the terms of 
the Immature Spirits (Restriction) Act, it was decided 
not to press for a further concession in regard to age. 
The concession was, however, renewed, the bonding 
period being fixed at eighteen months.

Jamaican Affairs.—The Committee kept in close 
touch throughout the year with the Jamaica Imperial 
Association At the request of that organisation, and 
foliowing a meeting of the Jamaica Standing Com­
mittee, Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. H. Crum Ewing, and 
the Secretary accompanied Mr. Robert Craig, Mr. 
A H D’Costa, Mr. W. Morrison, and Mr. Ernest Kerr, 
delegates of the Association, to the Colonial Office and 
represented to the Undet-Secretary of State and the 
Assistant Secretary the urgent need of securing cur­
tailment of expenditure in Jamaica in view of the 
serious financial position of the colony. A, memoian- 
dum embodying the various points raised was sub­
sequently forwarded to the Colonial Office, and the
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Secretary of State replied to the effect that he would 
scrutinise very carefully any proposed financial 
commitments, that the Governor had been in­
formed that it was desirable to postpone all 
but absolutely necessary railway works, and that 
the introduction of the Central Sugar Factory 
Loan Bill would afford the Legislative Council 
an opportunity of reviewing the scheme. This 
reply was regarded as satisfactory, and it was subse­
quently announced that the proposal to erect a Govern­
ment Central Sugar Factory in St. Thomas had been 
abandoned.

Rice Control.—At the request of the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce and the British Guiana Rice 
Growers’ Association, the Committee successfully pro­
tested against the continuance of the control of rice in 
British Guiana, which had been enforced as an emer­
gency measure during the war, it being felt that it 
was no longer justified two years after the cessation of 
hostilities. It was announced in the month of July 
that rice in British Guiana had been decontrolled, and 
the Committee received the thanks of the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce for the action which they had 
taken in the matter.

Trinidad Leper Asylum.—The Trinidad Chamber 
of Commerce, Incorporated, having represented to the 
Committee that the colony was practically unanimous 
in its opposition to a proposal to transfer the Leper 
Asylum from Cocorite to the island of Chacachacare in 
the Bocas, and informed them that a largely-signed 
petition on the subject had been forwarded to the 
Colonial Office, the Committee asked the Secretary of 
State to request the local Government to defer taking 
any further action in this connection until that docu­
ment had been considered. The Committee were 
agreed that it was desirable to transfer the Asylum to

May 11, 1922.

some site further removed from Port of Spain than that 
at Cocorite, but hoped that it might have been pos­
sible to locate it elsewhere than on one of the islands 
of the Bocas. Mr. Churchill, however, stated that he 
did not see his way to intervene in the matter.

Wharf Congestion in Trinidad.—In January the 
Committee called the attention of the Colonial Office 
to the inconvenience and loss resulting from conges­
tion on the wharves at Port of Spain, which weie 
shown to be inadequately supplied with modern ap­
paratus for handling cargo expeditiously. Iheii letter 
was forwarded to His Excellency the Governor of 1 run- 
dad, who replied that he had authorised the adoption 
of proposals for increased wharf accommodation.

British Empire Exhibition, 1924.—The Chairman 
and Secretary were appointed to represent The West 
India Committee on the Executive Council of the 
British Empire Exhibition, which is to be held at 
Wembley Park in 1924.

Distressed West Indians.—The Committee were 111 
constant correspondence during the year regarding 
the position of distressed West Indians in the United 
Kingdom, and offered their assistance towards securing 
their repatriation.

Unpatriotic Exercise Books.- The attention of the 
Committee having been called to the fact that exercise 
books were being used hi the schools of Jamaica heal­
ing the emblem of a foreign power, they wrote to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on the subject, who 
communicated with the Governor of the colony regard­
ing it. The Committee subsequently received an 
assurance that these books would no longer be used.

R. Rutherford, Chairman.
C. Gurney, Deputy Chairman. 
Algernon Aspinall, Secretary.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER).

2>r. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT, for the Year ended 31st December, 1921 CL

£ s. d.
T) Salaries and wages 2,712 3 7
,, Rent of Committee Rooms 495 0 0
,, Printing and Stationery ........................ 2,154 6 9
,, Newspapers and Press cuttings 13 9 3
,, Literary contributions, copyrights, etc. ... 48 0 0
,, Postages and cables.................................. 420 19 8
,, Travelling expenses 2 3 4
,, Rent of telephone 40 19 6
,, Audit fee ............................................. 21 0 0
,, Office cleaning, lighting and gas............. 141 18 11
,. Sundry office and general expenses 145 12 8
,, Repairs and renovations 19 17 6
,, Depreciation of office furniture 24 10 1
,, Interest on loan 31 6 0
,, Library, binding, etc. 23 9 4
,, Blocks 43 14 6
,, Bad debts written off 12 0
,, Income Tax on general and Life Member­

ship investments ............ 39 2 3
,, Expenses in connection with the banquet 

to H.R.II. Prince of Wales, K.G. ... 98 16 8
,, Balance carried to Balance Sheet............. 275 10 0

£ s. d. £ s. d.
By Subscriptions received from 

Members, amounts re­
ceivable for advertise­
ments (less commission) 
and sales of The West 
India Committee Cir­
cular and books

,, Interest on investments and 
sums on deposit—

General and Life Mem­
bership funds

Endowment Fund

,, Contributions from Colonial 
Government for repre­
senting the Permanent 
Exhibition Committees, 
publicity, etc. : —

British Honduras 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Leeward Islands 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent ...

5,249 19 5

135 7 7
1,291 5 0

---------------- 1,426 12 7

10 10 0
10 0 0
10 0 0
25 0 0
10 10 0
10 0 0

£0,752 12 0 £6,752 12 0
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BALANCE SHEET, as at 31st December, 1921. ar.

To Endowment Fund donations 
,, Life Members’ subscriptions 
,, Income and Expenditure 

account—

£ 
23,671

s. d.
8

17
10
0

s. d.

Balance 
3Lst,

Add :

at December
1920X1,588 13 2 
Sur-

plus for the 
year 1921, 
as per an­
nexed ac­
count ... 275 10 0

1,864 3

,, Sundry creditors for print­
ing, etc.

,, Sundry creditors for adver-

26,648

521

9 0

13 10

tisements 
advance 

,. Subscriptions

received

received in
195 11

149 18
of

advance ................
,, Unexpended balances

26,628

£ s. d.
By Investments at cost— 

.£500 Trinidad 3% In-
scribed Stock ...

£200 British Guiana 4%
444 17 3

Inscribed Stock 
£200 Jamaica 3A% In-

214 1 0

scribed Stock ...
£200 Antigua 4% In-

194 11 0

scribed Stock ...
£300 Barbados 8|% In-

203 9 8

scribed Stock ...
£300 Western Australia

290 6 0

4% Registered Stock
£300 Dominion of

Canada 4% Registered

291 16 0

Stock ............................ 299 13 6

(Market value 30.12.21, £1,393).

By Life Membership Fund—
£1,200 5% War Loan, 1929-47

1,941 14 5

(Market value 30.12.21, £1,107). 1,090 14 4

By Endowment Fund— 
£26,650 5% War Loan, 1929-47

3,032 8 9

(.Marketvalue 30.12.21, £21,584 12s. 6d)

By Office Furniture—
Balance at December

23,595 13 7

31st, 1920 ................ 311 18 1
Additions during 1921 ... 14 17 0

[jess: Depreciation at
326 15 1

7|% per annum 24 10 1

Library and Pictures—
Balance at December 

31st, 1920 £697 8 5
Additions 
during 
1921 ... 14 14 0

302 5 0

(Furniture, Library and Pic­
tures valued in March, 1921, 
at £2,325 5s.)

,, Sundry Debtors for Adver­
tisements, etc. ...

,, Subscriptions in Arrears re­
ceived in 1922 ...

,, Commission on Advertise­
ments paid in advance

,, Stock of Books and Paper, 
at cost ...

,. Cash—

712 2 5

At Banks ............................ 431 6 8
In Hand ... 8 9 9

1,014

496

64

£ s d.

4

16

1

439 16

£28,744 8 9

India Committee for the yearWe report that we have examined the books of The West
1921, and have checked therewith the above accounts, which we hereby certify to be correct.

ended December 31st,

3, Frederick’s Place, 

Old Jewry, E.C.2.

March 23rd. 1922,

PRICE, WATERHOUSE & Co,
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SPECIAL FUNDS, Year e

£ s. d. £ s. d.
To Payments during the year—

Shackleton Sugar Fund 11 14 0
The Bahamas Develop­

ment Board ... ... 15 10 0
Personal Services ... 465 10 8
The Highway Commis­

sioners, Barbados ... 38 19 0
Purchase of Oil Painting 

of Governor Henry
Worsley ... ... 53 8 0

Repatriation of distressed 
West Indians ......... 50 0 0

Sundry expenses incurred 
for The West Indian
Agricultural College ... 8 19 0

Sundry expenses incurred 
in connection with
Trinidad Ordinance 54, 
1920 ........................ 3 6 6

------------- 647 7 2
By Balances as per Balance ’ 

Sheet, December 31st, 
1921—

Trinidad Exhibition 
Account ... ••• 18 7 6

The Bahamas Develop­
ment Board, publicity
account ... ... 34 10 0

Princess Mary’s Wedding 
Gift Fund ......... 32 11 0

The Dominica Permanent
Exhibition Committee’s
Exhibition Fund ... 100 0 0

Personal Services Account 922 13 10
Trinidad Ordinance 

Account ... ... 20 13 6
Joseph Rowntree, Esq. ... 100 0 0

------------- 1,228 15 10

MMITTEE CIRCULAR. May H, la­

nded 31st December, 1921.

£ s. d. £ s. L
By Balances as at December 

31st, 1920—
Shackleton Sugar Fund... 11 14 0
Trinidad Exhibition 

Account ... ••• 18 7 $
________ - 30 1 6

Received during year—
The Bahamas Develop­

ment Board, for pub­
licity purposes ... ... 50 0 0

Princess Mary’s Wedding
Gift Fund .............. 32 11 0

The Dominica Permanent
Exhibition Committee, 
for expenses of partici­
pating in Exhibitions... 100 0 0

Joseph Rowntree, Esq., 
being contribution to­
wards cost of publica­
tion of work on 
Mycology ... ••• 100 0 0

The Highways Commis­
sioners, Barbados, being 
in connection with the 
appointment of a City
Engineer ... ... 38 19 0

The Government of Bar­
bados, for purchase of 
oil painting of Governor
Henry Worsley ... 53 8 0

The Board of Trade, for re­
patriation of distressed 
West Indians ... ... 50 0 0

The West Indian Agri­
cultural College, for 
sundry expenses ... 8 19 0

Contributions towards
legal expenses re Trini­
dad Ordinance 54, 1920 24 0 0

Various sums from Mem­
bers and others for ex­
penditure in connection 
with personal services 1,388 4 6

-------------- 1,846 1 6

£1,876 3 0 £1,876 8 0

THE] WEST INDIAN CONTINGENT FUND.

H>V. Final statement of payments for the period from July 1st, 1921, to April 12th, 1922. Ct.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Balance at July 1st, 1921 ............. 30 2 10 Board and Lodging ... ........................ 9 14 2

Clothing, boots, etc. ... ........................ 3 14 6
R. Rutherford Cables 2 7 6
William Gillespie Hon. Printing 1 5 0

H. F. Previte
Treasurers. s' General Expenses..............................................

Gift to man in hospital...................................
18
11

0
6

Algernon Aspinall 

Hon. Sec.
Gratuities to ex-Service men 11 12 2

£30 2 10 £30 2 10

We have examined 
3, Frederick’s Place, 

Old Jewry, E.C.2.
May 9th, 1922,

the above Account with the Books and Vouchers, and certify it to be correct.

PRICE, WATERHOUSE & Co., Chartered Accountants.
Auditors.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

Forty-two New Members Elected.

The monthly meeting of the Executive of The 
West India Committee was held on May 4th, Mr. 
Robert Rutherford (chairman) presiding. The 
other members present were : Mr. Cyril Gurney 
(Deputy Chairman), Mr. H. F. Previte (Hon. 
Treasurer), Mr. S. Cameron, Sir Edward Davson, 
Lieut.-Colonel Ivan Davson, O.B.E., Mr. Humphry 
Crum Ewing, Mr. W. Fawcett, B.S., Mr. G. 
MacGregor Frame, Mr. H. J. J. Freeman, Mr. T. 
Harrison Hughes, Lieut.-Colonel G. A. O. Lane, 
Mi Norman Malcolmson, O.B.E., Mr. R. M. 
Parker, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, and Mr. F. H. 
Watson. Mr. A. W. Farquharson was prevented 
from being present owing to a severe cold.

The following resolution, moved by the chair­
man and seconded by the deputy chairman, was 
carried unanimously :—

“ That the Executive of the West India Committee 
welcome the visit of Mr. A. W. Farquharson, Chair­
man of the Jamaica Imperial Association, to this coun­
try, tending as it will to stimulate the interest shown 
by various Departments of State in Jamaican affairs, 
and while regretting his inability to be present, owing 
to indisposition, desire to assure him of the value 
which the Committee attach to co-operation between 
them and the Association of which he is Chairman.”

The Committee then dealt with a long and varied 
agenda. In response to an invitation from Mr. 
Churchill, the Chairman and Secretary were 
nominated as the Committee’s representatives on a 
Departmental Committee to consider the question 
of West Indian Currency. Amongst other matters 
discussed were the question of the admission at 
preferential rates of cacao and other dutiable 
articles shipped on optional bills of lading; the 
sugar and spirits duties, with special reference to 
the Budget statement; hurricane and earthquake 
insurance; Indian immigration, and the New Trini­
dad Income Tax bill.

The following candidates were admitted to mem­
bership of The West India Committee, making the 
total number of members elected this year 84.

Names.

The Hon. Henry de 
Minvielle (St. Lucia).

Mr. T. P. Evelyn 
(Jamaica).

Mr. Ix>uis A. Hamilton 
(Jamaica).

Messrs. J. L. Wild & 
Co., Ltd. (London).

Mr. T. Jobson 
(Brazil).

Mr. R. J. Burrell 
(Country).

Lt.-Col. A. C. Macdonald, 
D.S.O., M.Inst.C.E.
(I,ondon).

Mr. L. R. Sharples, 
M.B., Edin. (British 
Guiana).

Proposers and Seconders.

Hon. G. Laffitte, J.P.
Mr. Henry Devaux, J.P.
Mr. A. L. Evelyn.
Mr. H. Berger.
Mr. H. Crum Ewing.
Mr. Cyril Gurney.
Mr. R. Rutherford.
Mr. H. Crum Ewing.
Mr. Arthur E. Morrish.
.Mr. Alfred J. Watts.
Mr. George Moody

Stuart.
Mr. R. Rutherford.
The Hon. C. Clementi, 

C.M.G.
Mr. R. Rutherford.
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas, 

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. C. J. Gomes.

Names.
Mr. D. Ransch 

(British Guiana).
Mr. Albert Stewart 

(Trinidad).
Mr. J. Hamlyn Hoadley 

(Trinidad).
Mr. L. L. Roberts 

(Trinidad).
Mr. J. W. Fraser 

(British Guiana).
Mr. A. Hamilton Roberts 

(Trinidad).
Mr. J. B. Laing 

(London).
Mr. William Mackay 

(Trinidad).
Mr. Southby Hewitt 

(London).

Mr. John H. Peach 
(British Honduras).

Mr. J. Herbert Poole 
(Trinidad).

Mr. A. Clayton Smith, 
M.C. (Trinidad).

Mr. James Forbes 
(Trinidad).

Mr. A. G. P. Blair 
(Trinidad).

Mr. R. H. Black 
(Trinidad).

Mr. G. T. Rock 
(Trinidad).

Mr. William Somerville 
(Trinidad).

Mr. Lewis O. Inniss 
(Trinidad).

Mr. Alexander Gordon 
(Trinidad).

Mr. Noel W. J. Miller 
(Trinidad).

Mr. zllexander Mathison 
(Trinidad).

Mr. W. Douglas Inniss, 
M.A. (Trinidad).

Messrs. Grannum & Co. 
(Barbados).

Mr. E. H. Biffen 
(Barbados).

Mr. J. C. Ginder 
(Country).

His Grace the Arch­
bishop of the West 
Indies (Antigua).

Mr. Conway E. Steele 
(Africa).

Messrs. Andrews, Gilles­
pie & Co. (Liverpool).

Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
(British Guiana).

Mr. E. S. Mason 
(Barbados).

Mr. Roger de Verteuil 
(Trinidad).

Mr. H. F. Pilgrim 
(Trinidad).

Mrs. Hannam 
(New York).

Major N. Godfrey Pigott 
(Country).

Proposers and Seconders,
J Mr. L. Lywood.
J Mr. John Macdonald.
J Mr. A lick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. John Grant.
/ Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. John Grant.
J Mr. A. F. A. Clairmonte.
I Mr. Henry H. Baird.
J Mr. A. F. A. Clairmonte.
( Mr. Henry H. Baird.
( Mr. A. F. A. Clairmonte.
I Mr. Henry H. Baird.
( Mr. Thomas Smellie.
J Mr. Paul Cressall. 
j Mr. Frank H. Johnson.
I Mr. Thomas Boyd.

{Captain A. R. Fellowes. 
Mr. R. Rutherford.

r Mr. Henry S. Schnarr.
< The Hon. James Cran,
( O.B.E., M.D.
J Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
( Mr. z\rthur J. Hamlyn.

Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. W. Robertson.
J Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. Arthur J. Hamlyn.
/ Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
( Mr. P. G. Glendinning.
J Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. James Fraser.
f Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. Arthur J. Hamlyn.
( Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
( Mr James Fraser.
f Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
i Mr. John Grant.
J Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
I Mr. D. McBride.
J Mr. A lick G. Hamlyn.
i Mr. James Fraser.
J Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
J Mr. Henry Dow.
( Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn.
J Mr. Arthur J. Hamlyn.
r Mr. Henry H. Baird.
I Mr. A. S. Brvden.
f Mr. J. W. Pearl.
J Mr. J. H. Wilkinson.
r Lieut.-Colonel Ivan
5 Davson, O.B.E.
( Mr. H. F. Previté.
_! Mr. R. Rutherford.
( Mr. Cyril Gurney.

J Mr. W. M. Steele.
I Mr. C. V. C. Horne.
C Messrs. Sandbach, Tinne
5 & Co.
I Mr. W. Gillespie.
J Mr. F. I. Scard, F.I.C.
( Mr. E. M. Walcott.
J Mr. M. H. Smith.
( Mr. S. Browne.
/ Mr. C. P. Rojas.
| Mr. Alexander Rae.
/ Mr. Frank C. Hutson.
; Mr. A. C. Broughton,
( A.M.I.M.E.
) Mr Fred Driver.
) Mr. George Moody Stuart.
J Mr. R. M. B. Parker.
Ì Mr. H. F. Previté.
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THE BUDGET.

Sir Robert Horne, M.P., Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, making his Budget statement in the House 
of Commons, on May 1st, showed that the actual 
revenue and expenditure for 1921-22 and the 
estimates for 1922-23 were as follows :—

Actual 1921-22.
Revenue ...
Expenditure

£1,124,880,000 
£1,079,187,000

£45,693,000Surplus

Revenue ... 
Expenditure

Estimates. 1922 23.
£956,625,000 
£910,069,000

Surplus ... £46,556,000

His proposals for changes in taxation are set out 
below :—

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE.
.Existing 
Duties.

Full Rate.

Proposed 
Duties.

Full Rate.
Customs : — £ s. d. £ e1. •d.

Tea ........................... lb. 0 1 0 0 0 8
Cocoa ... cwt. 2 2 0 1 8 0

Husks and Shells ... cwt. 0 6 0 0 4 0
Butter

Coffee :—
lb. 0 0 4| 0 0 3

Not kiln - dried,
roasted or ground 

Kiln-dried, roasted
cwt. 2 2 0 1 8 0

or ground
Coffee and Chicory :

11). 0 0 6 0 0 4

Roasted and ground,
mixed lb. 0 0 6 0 0 4

Chicory :
6Raw or kiln-dried cwt. 1 19 8 1 6

Roasted or ground lb. 0 0 6 0 0 4
(Preferential rate on above to

remain five-sixths of full rate
as at present.)

Excise : —
Chicory :

Raw or kiln-dried cwt
f 5-6ths of
1 1 18 6 1 1 1

Coffee or Chicory sub­
stitutes or any mix­
ture of such sub­
stitutes with Coffee 
or Chicory I-lb. 0 0 11 0 0 1

Sugar: varying cwt. 5-6ths of
(According to polariza­ Ils. 2d.to p-

tion.)
Molasses : varying ... cwt.

/I 3s. 4d. 
5-6ths of

4s. 9H- to

duty 
repealed.

13s. 6d.

POSTAGE, &c., RATES.
Present Rates.

Inland Letters............... Not exceeding 3-oz. 2d.

Letters to the British 
Possessions general ly, 
the United States of 
America, and British 
Postal Agencies in 
Morocco.

Inland Postcards
Inland Printed Papers*

For every addil. oz. |d.
Not exceeding 1-oz. 2d.
For every addtl. oz.

Hd.

Hd.
Not exceeding 2 oz. Id.

For every addtl. 2-oz. 
up to 2-lb. |d.

Proposed 
Rates.

1-oz. lid. 
3-oz. 2d. 

id. 
lid.

Ud.

Id.
1-oz. .id.
2-oz. Id.

id.

* The reduction in the rate lor printed papers will be accompanied by 
some limitation of the hours of posting at the reduced rate, in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Committee on National Expenditure 
(Cd. 15891

In addition, there will be certain reductions in telephone charges

*The total loss is estimated to amount to ¿3,000,000, of which ¿2,000,000 
will affect 1922-23 and the balance subsequent years.

'Die Cost of Reduced Taxation was given as follows :

1922-23. Full-year.

Reduced Tea Duty............... £4,400,000 £4,800,000
Cocoa ,, ... 440,000 480,000
Coffee „ ... 140,000 155,000

,, Chicory „ ...
Reduced Income Tax

20,000 
32,500,000

22,000 
52,000,000

Other Income Tax Changes 700,000 1,700/>00
Excess Profits Duty 2,000,000
Postal Reductions ... 4,850,000 5,550,000,
Telephone Reductions 800,000 1,000,000

Total £45,850,000 £65,707,000

+ These reductions, with the proposed cost of restoring Sunday collections, 
represent the surrender out of the Post Office surplus 9» commecial 
account basis of about ¿7,400,000 for a full year and about ¿6,2?0,000in 1922-23

SUGAR REFINERS’ BITTER CRY.

Fear of Direct Consumption Sugar.

Sir Robert Lyle, Chairman of Tate & Lyle, Ltd., 
and President of the Sugar Refiners’ Association, in 
a letter published in The Times of 10th April pro­
tested against the removal of the Excise Duty from 
home-grown sugar.

“The sugar refining industry of the United King­
dom is an old and honourable one. It flourished 
in the middle of last century, when there were many 
refineries in each of the ports of London, Liverpool, 
and Greenock, and others in Glasgow, Bristol, Leith, 
Plymouth and Dublin. Then came the ruinous 
competition developed under the unfair bounty 
system adopted by France, Germany, Holland, Bel­
gium, Austria, and other Continental sugar-pro- 
ducing countries. The weaker and less well man­
aged of our refineries gradually went down, until in 
the early days of this century, when the bounty 
system was abolished by the Brussels Convention in 
1903, there remained in active operation only twelve 
refineries, and their output represented but a small 
proportion of the sugar consumed in this country.

“Since 1903 the surviving refiners, freed from the 
unfair bounty-fed competition, have been able to 
hold their own and to increase their output, and. in 
1914 they were supplying a much larger proportion 
of the sugar consumed in this country than was the 
case in 1902.

“On the outbreak of war the sugar refining indus­
try was taken under Government control, and that 
control continued until February 26th, 1921. 
While other manufacturers, merchants, shipowners, 
and the sugar producers of the Colonies were free 
to make, and did make, huge profits, the refiners 
w’ere restricted to a rate of profit per ton based 
on the average profits of the three years immediately 
preceding the war. Owing to shortage of labour 
and other causes, some refineries could not always 
reach their pre-war output, and so, at times, did 
not reach their pre-war profits. The refiners did 
not complain. They worked hard and loyally with 
and for the Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply, 
and the importance of their services has been ac­
knowledged by that body.

“Owing to the present enormous duty the con-
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sumption of sugar in this country is much less to­
day than it was in 1913. The home refiners can 
supply all the refined sugar required by the nation, 
and, should the duty be lowered and consumption 
increase, the refiners would willingly increase their 
plants to meet the increase, provided they were 
given some assurance that they will receive fair and 
equal treatment with the other sugar interests of 
the Empire.

“ To-day Canada, the West Indies, Demerara, 
Natal, and Mauritius can, and do, send direct-con­
sumption sugars to this country to compete with 
the home refiners under a preferential tariff that 
gives the former an advantage over the latter of 
over £4 per ton. The advantage enjoyed by the 
beetroot sugar factories at Kelham and Cantley is 
greater still, and the latter is, or was, owned largely 
by Dutchmen. Now it is announced that the 
Government propose to grant entire freedom from 
Excise to home-grown sugar. This means that the 
factories named will enjoy, so long as the present 
rates of duty hold, an advantage over the British 
sugar refiner of £25 13s. 4d. per ton, or 2fd. per lb., 
an unprecedented and undreamed of and stagger­
ing amount of protection.

“Personally I do not believe that sugar produced 
from the sugar beet in Europe will ever again be 
able successfully to compete with cane sugar as 
produced in Cuba, Java, or Peru. But if the 
Government and Parliament wish -to continue the 
costly and doubtful experiment of producing sugar 
at home, let them do so in a way that does not mean 
the extinction of an old and, nowadays, firmly es­
tablished home industry. The way to do this is to 
grant whatever preference is deemed necessary on 
raw sugar only—say on sugar not over 97 deg. 
polarisation or 94 deg. net analysis. Such sugar 
would be taken by the refineries at its full world’s 
market price, the cultivation of the sugar beet would 
be encouraged, less capital would be required in the 
factories, and the refiners would not suffer. Let iit 
be remembered also (and this is a point that has 
evidently been overlooked by the Minister of Agri­
culture and others) that every workman who finds 
employment by the production of white sugar in a 
home beet sugar factory throws out of employment 
one or more of his fellows in the refineries of Lon­
don, Liverpool, or Greenock.

“The above is also the method in which prefer­
ence should be given, if it must be given, to the 
Colonial sugar producer. To give him a preference 
over the British refiner on direct-consumption sugar 
simply means encouraging Colonial capital and 
labour (often coolie labour) at the expense of home 
capital and home labour. While Natal sugar is to­
day enjoying in our markets an advantage over the 
product of the British refiners of over £4 per ton, 
the Government of the Union is considering how 
best to exclude from South Africa the small quanti­
ties of our products that find their way there !”

Lord Denbigh’s Crushing Retort.
To this Lord Denbigh replied in a letter pub­

lished on 5th May :—
“The desperate efforts made to bring more land 

under the plough early in the war are fresh in our 
recollection, and showed us that foreign nations,
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especially the Germans, had been more farsighted 
than British legislators when they gradually built 
up a great sugar industry, mainly in the interests 
of their agriculture. When certain parties here 
(mere ‘ optimists ’ in Sir Robert Lyle’s eyes) tried 
by every means to show their countrymen what de­
pendence on German and Austrian sugar for two- 
thirds of our supplies would mean in the event of 
war, we got no help from the refining industry 
making great profits from the refining of German 
raw beet sugar.

“Our endeavours only met with doubt and 
scepticism, coupled with thinly veiled hostility. I 
often wonder at the reason for this attitude, but 
now Sir Robert Lyle has released the cat and en­
lightened us.

“Up to a comparatively recent date, beet sugar 
factories only turned out the raw sugar, which then 
had to go to the refiners. In the course of constant 
developments and improvements in the industry, 
factories began to appear in which the process of 
sugar extraction was carried a stage further, result­
ing in the production of white granulated sugar fit 
for consumption, without passing through the re­
finers’ hands. This extended process proved re­
munerative to the factories, and consequently, 
when it became possible to start a factory in Eng­
land the improved process was naturally adopted.

“The more profit a factory can make, the more 
can it afford to pay farmers for their roots. As the 
welfare and very existence of the industry depends 
on being able to ensure ample supplies of raw 
material by offering an attractive price to growers, 
it is essential that our new factories should be 
equipped with the latest and economical process.

“Sir Robert calmly suggests that we should re­
vert to an out-of-date method, and, producing raw 
sugar only, send this to the refiners for treatment. 
In other words, he says : ‘You newcomers are 
poachers on what have hitherto been our preserves, 
out of which we have made large fortunes. Give 
us, however, a bit of the “ swag,” and then we will 
say no more about it.’ He says that at present 
every man employed in a sugar-beet factory throws 
out of work a refinery hand.

“I do not wish to be discourteous, or I might be 
inclined to use a short and brusque expression. 
What Sir Robert really means is that every man en­
gaged in improving British agriculture and pro­
viding rural employment through the sugar-beet 
industry may perhaps tend in time to reduce slightly 
the large profits hitherto made by the refiners. 
Even this contention I gravely doubt.

“Sir Robert says that the present refiners are 
quite capable of supplying all the refined sugar re­
quired by the nation at present, and that even if the 
duty should be lowered and consumption increased, 
they would gladly increase their plants. How kind 
of them ! He says, in effect, that there is, there­
fore, no necessity for disturbing their present mono­
poly by adopting a policy to help agriculture and 
increasing our com supply.

“But seriously, Sir, to talk of a home-grown in­
dustry bringing about the ‘ extinction ’ of British 
refining is too absurd. I suggest that many home 
factories must arise before Messrs. Tate & Lyle need 
reduce their dividends on that account, and even if
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that deplorable event should eventually come about, 
there will be little doubt as to which industry is the 
more valuable to the nation as a whole.

“When we consider that our pre-war consump­
tion of sugar was nearly 2,000,000 tons, and that in 
1920 it was nearly 600,000 tons less, there is surely 
room for a home industry alongside the great re­
finers.

“If in the next few years we can get twelve fac­
tories going, we shall only produce 100,000 tons, 
but the employment given in the factories in winter 
and on the land at other times, the thousands of 
acres kept under the plough, and the large sums 
circulated in rural districts in the winter months, 
would surely constitute a national asset that might 
compare favourably even with an extension of re­
finers’ plant in Liverpool or Glasgow.

“In my humble opinion, it is an asset well worth 
working for, even in face of the refiners’ attitude, 
which I regret to say lays itself open to a charge of 
being based on a commercial selfishness very much 
at variance with what we know are their personal 
characteristics. ’ ’_________________

THE WEST INDIAN CLUB.

Colonial Office Mission Entertained.

History repeated itself at the West Indian Club 
on May 4th, when the Hon. Edward Wood, M.P., 
was entertained at dinner by the members, Mr. 
Charles Wood presiding, as he did six months 
before, when the Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies was given a “ send off ” 
just before his departure for the West Indies.

Mr. Charles Wood, in proposing the health of 
the guests in an amusing speech, said that they 
all welcomed the members of the Mission back 
after their travels, and he should like to take the 
opportunity of congratulating Major Ormsby Gore 
on his admirable articles on the West Indies in 
The Times. Without wishing Mr. Wood to anti­
cipate his report, he would like to ask him two 
questions. The first was in the nature of a conun­
drum. If all the speeches to which he had 
listened with such patience, and all the 
answers which he had returned with such courtesy 
were put end to end, how many times would they 
stretch round the world? In the second place, 
he would like to ask Mr. Wood’s views as to the 
respective merits of rum and lime juice (laughter).

If the former, what prospect would he hold out 
as to a reduction in the enormous handicap under 
which that delectable beverage laboured in the 
matter of the spirit duties ? They could be certain 
to expect from Mr. Wood a sympathetic handling 
of all those problems which had been troubling 
the West Indies.

Responding to the toast, which was received 
with enthusiasm, the Under-Secretary of State con­
fessed to finding himself in a position of no little 
difficulty, for he had hoped that before this date 
his report on the tour would have been published, 
whereas now it would not be in the hands of the 
public for about three weeks, and in the mean­
time he naturally felt a certain reticence. It was 

recorded that on Bishop Creighton’s monument 
was inscribed :—66 He tried to write history. 
Similarly his own epitaph should be :—“ He tried 
to write a West Indian report.” Describing the 
journey, Mt. "Wood said that one of his fellow 
travellers had cautioned him as follows :• There 
are a lot of swizzles in the West Indies. It might 
bs well to declare yourself a total abstainer,” but 
he had replied that life was full of difficulties, but 
this particular difficulty was not to be got over in 
the way proposed. Continuing, he said that he 
had learnt a great deal about West Indian pro­
blems, many of which were of first-rate importance 
—two, the economic and the constitutional, being 
notably so. He had been deeply impressed by 
what he had seen of the general growth of political 
consciousness within the great scope of develop­
ment, not of uniform, but of diverse races. He 
came back more convinced than ever that the ex­
periment of sending the Mission was a wise one. 
The chief danger was the impression which he had 
met in certain quarters that in him they were wel­
coming a fairy godmother, with “ bars of silver 
and nuggets of gold for distribution,” and that the 
Mission constituted a kind of super-government to 
be set over those concerned with day-to-day ad­
ministration. Of the many advantages, the first 
and foremost was the fuller knowledge of West 
Indian conditions that they had gained, and with 
it the fuller sympathy that was the child of riper 
understanding. It made all the difference to com­
munities as to individuals to know that some other 
community was keenly interested in their conduct 
and welfare. He concluded by saying that no one 
could go to the West Indies without being thrilled 
with the historical atmosphere with which they 
were filled, and although he might be sent on mis­
sions to other parts of the world, the West Indies 
would always remain his first love.

Mr. Ormsby Gore, M.P., said that the social and 
political future of the British West Indies was bound 
up with the maintenance of a constant stream of 
men going out from the home country, men 
who were not only interested in the admini­
stration but also in the commerce of the colonies. 
The West Indies showed true evidence of genuine 
progress in every way, but the steps by which they 
advanced must be secured on a satisfactory 
economic basis, and the main problem was to ad­
just the burden of taxation with expenditure. 
British Guiana presented the most fascinating 
problem of all for the outsider who went to it for 
the first time, and with its gigantic belt of fertile 
land lying idle provided the best opportunity for 
this country to show that she was still in the van 
of Imperial progress.

Proposing the health of the chairman, the Hon. 
Gideon Murray, M.P., referred to the question of 
the preference in the sugar duties, and said that 
he entirely concurred in the policy of The West 
India Committee and the British Empire Pro­
ducers’ Organisation, for unless West Indian sugar 
production was maintained, we in this country 
would have later to pay dearly for our sugar. 
Whilst administrative federation was at present out 
of the question, unless the West Indies could pull
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together as regards commercial interests, they 
would be regarded as nonentities.

The company included : Mr. Bruce Austin, Mr. 
Claude P. Berthon, Mr. B. Bonyun, Mr. Roland L. 
Bryce, Mr. S. Cameron, Mr. H. A. P. Cotton, Sir 
Edward Davson, Lieut.-Col. Ivan Davson, O.B.E., 
Mr. Archibald de Pass, Mr. Harold de Pass, Mr. 
xMexander Elder, Mr. E. B. Ellis, Mr. Frank Evans, 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson, Sir William Goode, K.B.E., 
Major the Hon. W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., Mr. Thomas 
Greenwood, Sir Gilbert Grindle, K.C.M.G., Mr. 
Charles H. Hewett, Mr. A. Hirsch, His Honour Mr. 
Justice E. C. Jackman, Mr. Picton Jones, Captain 
Gilfred Knight, Sir Frederick Lugard, G.C.M.G., C.B., 
D.S.O., Mr. R. H. McCarthy, C.M.G., Mr. N. 
Malcolmson, O.B.E., Mr. F. N. Martinez, Dr. G. B. 
Mason, Mr. Allen E. Messer, Mr. F. J. Morris, Hon. 
C. Gideon Murray, M.P., Mr. R. M. B. Parker, Mr. 
George Parrott, Mr. C. W. Prest, Mr. H. F. Previte, 
Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. Arthur Scaife, J.P., Mr. 
Franklin Smith, Mr. A. H. Stockley, Mr. G. Moody 
Stuart, Mr. E. M. Walcott, Mr. F. H. Watson, Mr. 
R. A. Wiseman, Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. 
(Hon. Treas.), and Capt. F. F. C. Messüm (Hon. Sec.).

AUSTRALIAN SUGAR.
The following figures regarding the production, 

exports and imports of sugar in connection with 
Australia are from The Australian Sugar Journal.
Year. Production, 

tons.
Imports, 

tons.
Exports, 

tons.
1901 ............... 98,519 4,738
1902 ............... 98,795 93,444 3,335
1903 ............... 111,659 91,615 2,365
1904 ............... 164,670 38,086 2,944
1905 ............... 172,242 24,965 11,158
1906 205,576 42,025 9,253
1907 ............... 214,244 6,201 18,260
1908 ............... 165,715 19,598 14,741
1909 146,470 99,774 8,051
1910 ............... 229,584 34,060 6,585
1911...................... 190,595 33,275 6,552
1912 ............... 129,783 98,541 2,256
1913 ............... 266,267 74,901 3,419
1914 ............... 246,408 17,125 13,091
1915 ............... 159,681 22,510 7,181
1916 ............... 192,831 125,047 1,071
1917 ............... 324,260 63,936 1,347
1918 ............... 209,853 6,436 2,239
1919 ............... 162,298 103,337 2,314
1920 ............... 167,401 99,067 2,546
1921* ............... ...- 299,583 84,470 29,409

* An estimate only.
The figures regarding production for the years 

1901 to ^1909 inclusive are for the sugar season 
commencing April 1st each year, while trade figures
refer to calendar years.

The production of beet sugar in 1921 was 883 
tons, and for 1920, 1,551 tons.

The following figures, given by the Australian 
Grocer, are the latest available as to the per capita 
consumption of sugar for the Commonwealth, and 
include all sugar used, whether for domestic con­
sumption or for purposes of manufacture, either for 
local use or export. It is not mentioned whether 
the sugar is expressed in terms of raw or refined.

Consumption Per Capita 
in Aus'ralia- Consumption.

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920

Population- 
4,875,325 
4,935,311 
5,030,479 
5,247,019 
5,346,276

Tons. 1bs.
265.648 122
274,361 125
278,514 124
288,445 123
292,183 121

“FAIRRIE TALES.”

“ New Edition, Revised and Enlarged.”

In a lecture delivered at the Victoria Hall, 
Halifax, on April 12th, on the subject of ie The 
Production and Refining of Cane Sugar,” Mr. 
Geoffrey Fairrie, of the refining firm of Fairrie & 
Co.,Ltd.,of Liverpool,renewed his slanders against 
“certain yellow or brown sugars made in the tropics 
and sold here under various names, but collectively 
known as direct consumption sugars,” which he 
spoke of as being imported from the plantations 
without having been 66 cleansed ” and “ purified ” 
in a refinery. He now stated, on the authority 
of “ one of the most eminent authorities in the 
country,” that a “ muddy sediment ” appeared 
when these sugars were dissolved in water, and 
that it contained sugar-cane fragments, amor­
phous matter, miscellaneous debris, bacteria, 
fragments of living mould, mould spores and dead 
yeast cells.

As regards plantation white sugars, Mr. Fairric 
had no vis a tergo in the shape of an analytical 
report to help him, but attempted to discredit 
them by saying that these sugars, which contain 
over 99 per cent, of pure sugar, go off colour in 
keeping, owing to the oxidation of the 66 camou­
flaged ” colouring matter. This is all he can say 
against them. Now it is, to say the least of it, a 
curious coincidence that in his earlier lecture Mr. 
Fairrie should have given almost word for word 
a statement made in an anonymous pamphlet en­
titled “ Report on Direct Consumption Sugar,” 
published in 1917, regarding raw sugars being 
made by “ natives, whose habits are not altogether 
objectionable,” and that in his latest utterance his 
list of horrors should be an almost exact para­
phrase of one given by the anonymous author of 
that pamphlet.

In the circumstances it would not be unfair to 
assume that Mr. Fairrie’s “ eminent authority ” 
was the anonymous compiler of the pamphlet. 
Granted that it would not, the whole basis of Mr. 
Fairrie’s argument falls to the ground, for the 
sugar reported upon by the anonymous pam­
phleteer included sugar from Cuba, which does not 
produce either West India crystallised or genuine 
muscovado, or other direct-consumption sugar; 
and the pamphleteer added that samples were taken 
at a well-knoum refinery. So the cat is out of the 
bag, and it would appear that thus Mr. Fairrie is 
attributing to direct consumption sugars attributes 
of refining sugar analysed by an anonymous au­
thority, who published an anonymous pamphlet in 
1917 ! Mr. Fairrie would do better to attend to the 
business of developing the refining capacity of this 
country than to casting muddy sediments against 
imported sugars whose excellence is a household 
word.

Sir Owen Philipps, M.P., has been nominated 
as President of the London Chamber of Commerce, 
in succession to Mr. Stanley Machin, whose term 
of office has expired.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

In an article on the subject of rice cultivation, 
the Indian Scientific Agriculturist (Vol. 2 No. 8) 
states that the best yield is obtained by single 
planting, that is to say by putting down bunches 
of plants in spots nine inches apart instead of 
single plants at that interval. Another method is 
by seed selection in planting, a point on which the 
article lays great stress. Green manure crops are 
also strongly recommended.

* *
Seeds cannot be preserved indefinitely by drying, 

and the old stories of grains of wheat discovered in 
tombs in Egypt of the date of some thousand years 
ago germinating when sown must be treated with 
many grains of salt. But of properly authenti­
cated instances of the maintenance of vitality, 
there exists those of the germination of seeds of 
Hevea bi-capsularis 105 years old in Melbourne, 
and of Cassia linaris 87 years old.

* * *
Mr. E. N. Ward, in the Agricultural Gazette of 

New South Wales, gives the following recipe for 
the preparation of liquid manure. Soak a sugar 
bag of fresh cow, pig or poultry manure for a week 
in 50 gallons of water. The solution obtained 
may be diluted by the addition of three parts of 
water for use. The residue in the bag is then 
treated with another 50 gallons, and the solution 
diluted with an equal part of water. The product 
of a third extraction may be used without dilution.

* * *
The so-called wild sugar-cane of Egypt is a 

strong perennial plant growing to a ‘height of 
between six and nine feet, and is commonly used 
for sea defences on sandy shores, or for arresting 
the shift of sands in the desert. It was introduced 
into, and cultivated in, Algeria about fifty years 
ago, and the cut stalks are now used for making 
fences, wind screens, roofs, etc., and the young 
shoots for fodder. It is not adapted and is not 
used, for the manufacture of sugar, although it is 
probably the “sugar-reed” of Herodotus.

* * *
Fourteen new-born calves were fed by Mr. R. C. 

Calloway for upwards of 24 weeks on skim milk, a 
grain mixture consisting of wheat bran, corn meal, 
velvet bean meal, and oats in the proportion of 
2 :1 :1 :1, hay and corn and soybean silage. To 
this elaborate menu he added, in the case of seven 
of the calves, blackstrap molasses, in small amounts 
at the beginning, and at the rate of 2 lbs. per day 
as age progressed. The molasses had no undue 
laxative effect when fed cautiously, acted as an 
appetiser, increased the gains somewhat, and caused 
a reduction in the cost of raising the calves.

* * *
Data from 220 sugar-beet farms in irrigated dis­

tricts in Utah and Idaho show that the cost per 
ton of beets ranged from $5, in two instances 
where yields averaging 24 tons per acre were ob­
tained, to $35 in the case of one grower who har­

vested but 3 tons per acre. The acre yields on 
the 220 farms averaged 13.7 tons. Although the 
average cost was $9.49 per ton, this rate was 
exceeded on nearly half the farms. Seventy-two 
per cent, of the growers produced beets at a cost 
of $11 per ton or less. Labour constituted from 
69 to 75 per cent, of the costs exclusive of land 
rent ; material, 7 to 10 per cent. ; and insurance, 
taxes, overhead and miscellaneous expenses 17 to 
25 per cent.

1 * * *
“ There is,” says Mr. J. J. Kettle, F.R.H.S., 

“ obviously a close connection between beekeeping 
and fruit-growing; and, if intelligent educational 
propaganda in favour of bee-keeping be conducted 
among fruit growers, it is sure to be productive 
and to render a double service to the community. 
More fruit will set if cross-fertilised than when 
the flowers are pollinated with their own pollen : 
the fresh pollen brought by bees helping to pro­
duce the greatest possible amount of fruit. This 
fact has been proved over and over again by ex­
periments. This is no fairy story, but a fact. 
There is little doubt that the time will soon arrive 
when the fruit growers will, as a body, appreciate 
the close connection between fruit-growing and 
bee-keeping, and do all they can to make of every 
fruit-grower a bee-keeper.”

* * *
The Egyptian bee is scientifically known as Apis 

mellifica-fasciata Latr. The oldest record of 
Egyptian beekeeping, states the Tropical Agricul­
turist, is said to be about 4000 B.C., when the 
bee was used as a hieroglyphic for “ King ” on 
certain monuments. The native hive is a “ mud- 
cylinder,” of which Nile mud and cowdung are 
the chief ingredients. Swarming takes place 
between February and May. A colony may con­
tain virgin queens while a fertile queen is in the 
hive. Moreover, there are “ half queens ” that 
lay drone eggs. When laying workers occur, a 
great number laying a few eggs each take part 
in this business. It is further recorded that these 
bees favour the rearing of drones. Newly built 
combs have a darkish appearance, and even during 
a honey-flow there is no great inclination to build.

* * *
One of the most interesting subjects in Nature 

is that of luminescence in connection with animal 
life, especially in the case of insects, whose power 
of producing light is enormous in comparison with 
their size. Everyone who sees, in the sugar crop 
season in Trinidad, when the cane débris lies in 
the fields, especially attractive to insect life, the 
lantern beetle flitting, conveying the im­
pression of a lantern being carried about, is 
struck with this. Insect light is, in fact, particu­
larly efficient, Mr. E. Newton Harvey giving the 
efficiency of the light of the firefly as being 0.96, 
as compared with the 0.013 of a tungsten incan­
descent lamp, and the most efficient light for 
human use, both from the point of view of colour 
and energy, would be a light similar to that of 
the glow-worm, but differing from it by being 
white.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 194.)

Whilst we were still enjoying Mr. Eyre Hutson’s 
good cheer, the word went round that owing to the 
Norther not even a picket boat would put off for 
the Calcutta that evening. In this emergency, Mr. 
and Mrs. Grabham came to- my rescue, and enabled 
me to spend a comfortable night in their house, 
which, according to the ethics of writers of travel 
books, is quite enough in itself to justify my having 
attempted to describe the colony and its prospects— 
an undertaking which otherwise would have been 
quite unpardonable !

By morning the Norther had blown itself out, 
leaving the mercury at the comparatively low level 
of 75 deg. Fahr., which was refreshing after the 
sweltering heat of the preceding day. Regaining 
the Calcutta, we found that a party of officers of 
the Sussex Regiment, who had been dining on 
board, had been similarly marooned owing to the 
vagaries of the weather, and had spent the night in 
our good ship. Shortly before noon we weighed 
and threaded our way again through the many at­
tractive cays, both great and small, towards the 
open sea that separated us from Jamaica. These 
cays looked enchantingly beautiful in the morning 
light, with their fresh green coco-nut palms, and 
one could well understand how much they mean to 
the town-dwellers, who resort to them much as a 
Londoner does to the seaside. One of these islands 
is specially beloved by the people. That is St. 
George’s Cay, which witnessed the decisive engage­
ment between the British settlers and the jealous 
Spaniards on September 10th, 1798—an event which 
is still celebrated with patriotic enthusiasm every 
year. It was there that the stout-hearted wood­
cutters, or Bay-men, as they were called, made their 
headquarters, and it was there that, with the help 
of the crew of the British sloop Merlin, they inflicted 
defeat on a force of no fewer than 2,000 Spaniards 
under General O’Neil, the Governor of Yucatan, 
thus establishing upon a solid foundation “His 
Majesty’s Settlement in the Bay of Honduras.”

These early colonists had something worth fighting 
for, since by the end of the eighteenth century the 
value of mahogany had come to be fully appreciated. 
Their predecessors had devoted themselves to the 
cutting of logwood, which still forms an important 
industry, and it is said that it was quite by chance 
that the discovery of the advantages of mahogany 
for furniture-making, and the subsequent develop­
ment of the demand for that wood, were due. A 
Dr. Gibbons—so the story goes—happened to have 
a brother w’ho was captain of a vessel trading with 
the West Indies. This skipper brought home some 
planks or junks of the wood from British Honduras, 
but they were consigned to the Doctor’s back-yard, 
since no carpenter could be found to work them up, 
as they were so hard. Some little time after this, 
Mrs. Gibbons needing a box in which to store her 
candles, the mahogany slabs were requisitioned for 
the purpose, a carpenter, after some demur, being 

induced to make them up. The candle-box was 
finished, and, struck by the beauty of its grain, Dr. 
Gibbons caused a bureau to be made out of the 
mahogany, and the fine colour and exquisite polish 
of this piece of furniture excited general comment. 
Among others who admired the bureau was the 
Duchess of Buckingham, who was so greatly im­
pressed by its charm that she at once gave an order 
to Woolaston, the carpenter who had made it. 
From that moment mahogany furniture became the 
rage, and Woolaston’s fortune was made.

It was not until 1862 that the Settlement of 
British Honduras was declared to be a colony. In 
that year a Lieutenant-Governor was appointed, 
subordinate to the Governor of Jamaica, but since 
1884 the colony has been quite independent of the 
neighbouring island, which until recently could only 
be reached from it by passengers proceeding via 
some American port or Colon. As the result, how­
ever, of the Canadian Trade Agreement of 1920, the 
Canadian Government Mercantile Marine have es­
tablished a fortnightly service which gives Belize 
direct communication with Kingston, Jamaica, the 
Bahamas, and, best of all, with the Dominion of 
Canada itself, whose people now have a unique op­
portunity of showing what they can do in the direc­
tion of the development of a hitherto sadly neglected 
part of the British tropics.

It will be no injustice to this new service to say 
that the most agreeable way of making the passage 
is in one of His Majesty’s cruisers, especially if time 
is an object, for within fifty-three hours of leaving 
the roadstead at Belize, we were lying snugly 
against Messis. La,seelies de Mercado & Company’s 
wharf at Kingston.

Our first glimpse of the island had been a low 
range of hills, purple and blue in the distance, which 
gradually rose higher and higher as we coasted 
along, till they blended in a glorious crescendo with 
the Healthshire Hills, on which Nelson had his look­
out, the Long Mountain, and the famous Blue 
Mountain Peak. Let me here give Michael Scott’s 
impression of the glorious view that unfolds itself 
as one approaches the capital, for his description is 
as fresh to-day as when he put it in the mouth of 
Tom Cringle over a century ago.

“ I went on deck with a heavy heart, and, on 
looking in the direction indicated, I beheld the 
towering Blue Mountain Peak rising high above the 
horizon, even at the distance of fifty miles, with its 
outline clear and distinct against the splendid 
western sky, now gloriously illumined by the light 
of the set sun. We stood on under easy sail for the 
night, and next morning, when day broke, we were 
off the east end of the magnificent island of Jamaica. 
The stupendous peak now appeared to rise close 
aboard of us, with a large solitary star sparkling on 
his forehead, and reared his forest-crowned summit 
high into the cold blue sky, impending over us in 
frowning magnificence, while the long dark range 
of the Blue Mountains, with their outlines hard and 
clear in the grey light, sloped away on each side of 
him as if they had been the Giant’s shoulders. Great 
masses of white mist hung on their sides about half­
way down, but all the valleys and coast as yet slept 
in the darkness. We could see that the land-wind was 
blowing strong in-shore, from the darker colour of
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the water, and the speed with which the coasters, 
only distinguishable by their white sails, slid along ; 
while astern of us, out at sea, yet within a cable’s 
length, for we had scarcely shot beyond its influ­
ence, the prevailing trade-wind blew a smart breeze, 
coming up strong to a defined line, beyond which 
and between it and the influence of the land-wind, 
there was a belt of dull lead-coloured sea, about half 
a mile broad, with a long heavy ground-swell rolling, 
but smooth as glass, and without even a ripple on 
the surface, in the midst of which we presently lay 
dead becalmed.”

The little town of Port Hoy al, standing at the 
end of the long strip of sand called the Palisadoes— 
teeming with memories of the pirates and buc­
caneers, whose stronghold it was before it was over­
whelmed by earthquake in 1692—now formed a 
striking foreground to this wonderful scene. From 
the bridge we could see Nelson’s wooden quarter­
deck at Fort Charles, from which, while pacing up 
and down, the hero of Trafalgar was wont to scan 
the horizon. We could see, too, the trim white 
mess-rooms, barracks, store-houses, and workshops 
of the historic naval dockyard, now, alas, owing to 
the changed conditions of warfare, reduced to a 
cadre. Gliding up the spacious harbour, we passed 
in succession the Apostles’ Battery, so called from 
its twelve embrasures, the grim Fort Augusta, and, 
strangest sight of all, a tramp steamer flying the 
German flag ; but it is not until you are close to it 
that the capital comes in view.

Kingston is frankly a disappointment. One had 
hoped that there would have arisen from the ashes 
of the earthquake and fire which destroyed it in 
1907, a city immeasurably finer in every respect 
than the old capital. No such opportunity had oc­
curred since the town was first laid out by Colonel 
Christian Lilly (Her Majesty’s Engineer-General) 
during the administration of Sir William Beeston, 
after Port Royal had been overwhelmed by the 
earthquake in 1693; but, unfortunately, the oppor­
tunity was lost. An admirable scheme was put 
forward for erecting a sea-wall along the water front, 
with modern wharves and an extension of the 
Government Railway running along it, but owing 
to the obstinate obstruction of certain firms or in­
dividuals, it was never built, and the several owners, 
tired of waiting, re-erected their wharves in the 
same haphazard way as that followed by their fore­
runners, and only one or more short strips of sea­
wall now exist to show what this would have meant 
to Kingston.

With the rebuilding of the city it was much the 
same story. There was a sad lack of co-ordination. 
During the régime of Sir Sydney Olivier, two noble 
blocks of Public Buildings, whose flat roofs and 
shady colonnades give them quite an Oriental ap­
pearance, were erected on King Street from the de­
signs of Nicholson and Corlette, while private enter­
prise has been responsible for several handsome 
banks and stores in the same thoroughfare, and also 
a particularly charming Shipping Company’s office 
tinted a delicate yellow, and with a red roof, and 
standing aback of a trim little lawn graced with a 
fountain ; but otherwise, most of the new buildings 
are so paltry as to make one wonder what can have 
happened to the large sums of money which the
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Insurance Companies disgorged when it was con­
clusively proved by Court of Law that a fire pre­
ceded the earthquake on 14th January, 1907, when 
the greater part of Kingston was devastated.

The events; of that terrible day have often been 
described; how a large party of English visitors 
had been taken out by Sir Alfred Jones in his pala­
tial steamer Port Kingston to attend the Agricul­
tural Conference; how when some of them were 
shopping, some enjoying a siesta after luncheon, 
and others attending a meeting which was being 
addressed by Mr. A. J. Bo veil, a loud rumbling 
noise was heard, which developed into a prolonged 
roar, and culminated in an appalling series of bangs, 
the whole room where the meeting was being held 
heaving up and down in sharp waves, windows 
falling out, pictures and clocks tumbling down, the 
ceiling, on the point of falling, gaping from the 
walls, which themselves bulged and bent. In a 
moment all was confusion; the room was full of 
dust and falling plaster, and men’s faces blanched 
with terror. The earthquake was over, and the 
meeting was adjourned. Elsewhere people were less 
fortunate; the city was covered with a cloud of 
dust, and when this was cleared away, dead and 
dying were seen lying on all sides. Fully two-thirds 
of the houses and buildings were in ruins, telegraph 
and overhead tram wires wrere lying in a tangle 
across the roads, and to add to the terror, masses of 
smoke began to arise from the raging fire which had 
broken out. It was all very terrible, and the dis­
aster resulted in the loss of no fewer than 800 lives 
in Kingston alone, and it was only through the de­
voted work and admirable example set by the late 
Archbishop of the West Indies, and Mr. Charles de 
Mercado, and others that panic was averted.

It was a remarkable coincidence that whilst Sir 
Alfred Jones and his party survived unscathed, Sir 
James Fergusson, the Deputy-Chairman of the 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, who had 
reached Jamaica by another route to show the 
house-flag of his Company, should have been num­
bered among the victims; but Sir Alfred was never 
the same man after the earthquake, which undoubt­
edly hastened his end and deprived the West Indies 
of a generous and public-spirited friend.

The earthquake is now long forgotten; but, in­
credible though it may seem, traces of its effects are 
still in evidence in the shape of unsightly gap^ where 
houses have never been rebuilt, and even of ruins 
that have never been cleared away. Harbour Street, 
running parallel with the wharves, is especially 
noticeable in this respect. Once the principal busi­
ness thoroughfare, several of the leading firms 
whose stores were in it, alarmed by stories of pos­
sible tidal waves, removed to the more congenial 
atmosphere of King Street. Other firms followed, 
and King Street soon became the principal shopping 
street, so that the glories of Harbour Street have 
now departed.

But this is not all. The citv is abominably paved, 
badly lighted at night, and atrociously dusty. 
There are no name-plates affixed to its streets, and 
the state of some of the lanes with their wooden 
shacks would disgrace an East-end slum.

But perhaps the worst feature of Kingston is the
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dust, which is intolerable when the wind sets in 
from the south. This otherwise health-giving breeze 
is called the “ Doctor,” but no doctor would be 
tolerated for a moment if he were to arrive at a 
patient’s house with so unpleasant a concomitant. 
The reason why Kingston is so dusty is because the 
roads—which, by the way, are almost innocent of 
sidewalks—are repaired with soft limestone, which 
is disintegrated into fine sand-like powder by passing 
motor cars; while the reason for the shortcomings 
of Kingston generally, which are recognised by a 
majority of the inhabitants, is attributable to the 
evils of dual control—or what might, perhaps, better 
be described as lack of control, judging by results, 
the city having not only a Mayor and Council, but 
also General Commissioners, so that in such trifling 
matters as cleaning up the city, paving it, ridding 
it from dust, etc., the unfortunate citizens fall be­
tween two stools.

The result of this is that the visitor to Kingston, 
the gateway to our largest and not the least beau­
tiful of our colonies in the West Indies, receives an 
entirely false impression of Jamaica—and first im­
pressions are those which establish themselves most 
firmly in the memory.

(To be continued.)

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and ■ newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Barbados Young Crops Vigorous.

April opened dry, says the Agricultural Reporter of 
the 15th of that month. Certain of the black soil 
areas, particularly in St. George, have been having 
better rainfall than the red soil areas. Grinding 
operations are proceeding well, although the scarcity 
of water is proving an impediment. In St. Philip 
and Christ Church, reaping has been going on rapidly, 
and some estates will soon finish their crops, but the 
tonnage will not exceed 15 tons per acre. Reports 
from farther inland are more satisfactory, some fields 
yielding 36 to 42 tons per acre. The condition of the 
young crop is excellent throughout the island, and 
failing a drought, a heavy crop is predicted for next 
season. Ratoons are growing with vigour, very little 
supplying being needed. A warning comes from the 
Agricultural Society that mosaic disease is on the in­
crease, and is now found throughout the island, After 
twenty years’ valued existence, the last number of the 
Agricultural News was published on March lgth. 
Miss Jane Herbert, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sydney Herbert, of Fontabelle, was married on April 
10th to Captain E. B. Williams at St. Michael s Cathe­

dral.

British Guiana and East Indian Delegation.

The members of the Indian delegation attended a 
meeting of the British Guiana Sugar Planters Asso- 
ciation on the 31st March, Hon R. E. Brassington pre­
sidino- Diwan Bahadur Pillai spoke frankly of 
various complaints made to them by East Indian immi­

grants, particularly in the matters of drinking-water, 
housing, and rates of wages for piece-work. The 
Chairman and Mr. G. E. Anderson were elected as re­
presentatives of the Association for the purpose of re­
cording its views regarding the Colonisation Scheme 
aond giving evidence at the public meetings held by 
the Indian delegates.—Ordinances Nos. i and 2 of 1922, 
which provide for the Government assistance to be 
allowed to sugar estates and rice-farmers respectively, 
have received the Governor’s assent.

A Memorial to Mr. Hart-Bennett in Belize.

Mr. George Vipond has withdrawn his offer to pur­
chase Riversdale Estate, and it now remains, as the 
Clarion points out, for the Government, (1) to find 
another purchaser; (2) to make further advances to 
develop the Estate ; or (3) to get all that is possible 
out of it and then abandon the enterprise.—Including 
interest on the sum collected, the Hart-Bennett

The “ Shorts and Overs.”
A Pierrot PartySto be seen recently in Bridgetown. Organized by 
Lady O'Brien, the troupe gave two 'very sucessful performances in 
aid of the Barbados Baby Welfare League. Top row : Lieut C. S. B. 
Swinley, R.N-, A.D.C. Third Row : «.From left to right), Miss 
Patricia O Brien, Miss Carew, Mr. Hudson, Miss Hancock, Second 
row: Capt. Nourse, Miss Catford, Miss Boxill, Capt. Hancock. 
Seated: Mr. Prowse, Miss Rosamond O'Brien.

Memorial Fund now totals $1,288, subscribed by over 
2,600 people. Mr. C. R. Beattie states that it is sug­
gested that the memorial shall take the form of a 
clock in connection with the erection of new public 
buildings.—At a meeting of the British Honduras Tax­
payers’ Association on March 28th, Hon. A. R. Usher 
presiding, resolutions were passed in favour of a reduc­
tion of °the import duties on foodstuffs, and of the 
appointment of a retrenchment committee.

Grenada Government to Trade in Fertilisers?

The proposals for providing fertilisers by the 
Government as a means of assisting planters and bene- 
fiting the soil were explained by the Governor at a 
meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial Society, 
over which he presided, on March 16th. Planters 
would be given the opportunity of requisitioning for 
the quantity of manure required, and the order would 
be sent forward, a small charge of 7 per cent, being
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made, 6 per cent, being for interest on the loan to be 
raised for the purpose, and i per cent, going towards 
expenses. The first payment on account would be 
required on or about September 30th, 1923. The 
cost of the scheme is estimated not to exceed £20,000 
in any one year.

More Aid for Jamaica Sugar.
The Sugar Industry Aid Loans Law (1921) Supple­

mentary kid Bill (1922), which has been introduced 
into the Legislative Council, empowers the Govern­
ment to raise a loan not exceeding £350,000 to be ap­
plied in making loans and supplementing those already 
made under the principal law. In a message to the 
Council in this connlection, the Governor quotes the 
Sugar Board to the effect that “it is absolutely essen­
tia! that the principles laid down by the Board be 
continued for another crop.”—The charge against 
William Barrett, a private in the West India Regi­
ment, of assaulting a police detective, the sequel of the 
alleged offence being serious friction between police 
and military, has been withdrawn, the defendant 
agreeing to pay costs.—A motion in the Legis­
lative Council to increase the salary of the 
Chief Justice from £1,800 to £2,000 was lost, 
the officials not voting. The point was taken that 
no elected member could propose any increase in 
the figure on the Estimates either with or without 
the sanction of the President—a view with which 
the Attorney-General was inclined to agree.—A Com­
mission consisting of Mr. J. V. Leach, Mr. W. Wilson, 
O.B.E., and Mr W. Wrightson, C.M.G., has been ap­
pointed to investigate any grievances which may exist 
among the employees of the Government Railway, 
rates of wages being excluded from the terms of refer­
ence, as being already the subject of enquiry.—The 
sum of £291 having been subscribed to the Adeline 
Lopez Memorial Fund (including a donation of £210 
from Chapelton) the fund has been closed and a 
scholarship is to be endowed at Wolmer’s High 
School.—In his report on the health of Kingston, Dr. 
E. E. Murray, the Medical Officer of Health, points 
out that in spite of the persistent and vehement criti­
cism of the city, its “vital statistics are not surpassed 
(during February) by any other city in the British 
West Indies.”—At a public meeting under the 
auspices of the Jamaica Imperial Association on April 
nth, vigorous protests were made against any in­
crease in the Income Tax. Mr. P. C. Cork declared 
that from his experience an income tax was unsuit­
able to a tropical agricultural community owing to the 
necessarilv violent fluctuations in the revenue derived.

Cotton Conditions in Montserrat.
Mr. K. P. Penchoen, writing on March 30th, reported 

exceptional rains during last month, particularly on 
the leeward side of the island. Downpours on the 26th 
and 28th caused some damage to the young cotton 
plants. The germination of the cotton seed has been 
good.—Mr. S. W. Holmes has been appointed an un­
official member of the local Executive Council, in the 
place of Hon. W. H. Wilkin, who has resigned.—The 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association delegates were 
expected in the island by R.M.S. *Chaleur on March 
31st.

New Edition of St. Kitts Laws.
A new and revised edition of the Ordinances of the 

Presidency has been authorised under the direction of 
His Honour W. P. Michelin, First Puisne Judge of the 
Leeward Islands.—Mr. E. J. Shelford, writing on April 
6th, states that the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa­

tion members arrived here on April 2nd. They were 
met by an Entertainment Committee of the Agricul­
tural and Commercial Society, and afterwards coming 
ashore and proceeding to Divine Service at St. George’s 
Church, and from thence going on to Government 
House, Springfield, kindly lent by His Hon. The 
Administrator, where an excellent lunch was provided. 
Motor-car drives and an “At Home ” by the Agri­
cultural and Commercial Society at Government House 
closed the day’s proceedings. On the next day most 
of the visitors availed themselves of an invitation from 
Mr. A. W. Gordon to inspect the St. Kitts (Basseterre) 
Sugar Factory, and a Public Business Meeting was 
held at the Court House, His Hon. Major I. A. Burdas, 
C.M.S., taking the Chair. Notwithstanding rather a 
poor attendance of the local business men, the meeting 
was a successful one, interesting speeches being made 
by Mr. W. S. Fisher, of St. John’s, N.B., President of 
the Association, Mr. J. W. Johnson, Canada Cement 
Co., Montreal, Mr. Graham F. Towers, Superintendent, 
Foreign Trade Department, Royal Bank of Canada, the 
Honble. B. Marshall and others. Our visitors (says 
Mr. Shelford) appeared to be favourably impressed 
with our little island, and we parted with the hope that 
an impetus to trade with the Great Dominion of the 
North will be a result of their visit—one of the tangible 
reasons for this being the R.M.S. Chalcur in port 
going North pretty well loaded down with sugar and 
molasses.

St. Lucia Government takes over Wireless.

The British Treasury having agreed to transfer the 
wireless station at the Morne to the local Government 
free, a resolution was passed in the Legislative 
Council on March 17th, guaranteeing to provide 
sufficient funds for its maintenance, and sanctioning 
expenditure up to £600 in the current year for salaries 
and working expenses.

Mr. Archibald J. Brooks, writing under date 14th 
April, states that the coasting steamer Hewanorro has 
broken down again—this time seriously—and a new 
engine has to be obtained from England. The coastal 
service being the mainspring of local trade, this has 
greatlv intensified existing depression. A very suc­
cessful meeting of the Agricultural and Commercial 
Society was held on 29th March, to meet the delegates 
of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, when 
views were freely exchanged. Mr. Brooks expects to 
leave St. Lucia to take up his new appointment in the 
Gambia on June 7th.

Tobago’s Health Conditions.
Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on April nth, states 

that the weather has been favourable for growth, with­
out interfering with the crop operations which are 
general all over the island. A brave attempt is being 
made to continue sugar cultivation, and it would be 
unfortunate if the collapse in prices wipes out the few 
remaining muscovado plantations.—Dr. Wise, the 
Surgeon-General, in company with Mr. Sorzano, the 
Warden, has been visiting the medical districts of the 
island. There is urgent need of a Receiving Hospital 
at Roxburgh, with a motor ambulance for service to 
and from Scarborough, as well as of district nurses in 
the villages where so many valuable lives are sacri­
ficed by “ rule of thumb ” methods. The distances 
and difficulties also suggest the need of dispensaries. 
Mr. Urich and Mr. Scheldt, of the Agricultural Depart­
ment, have also been on a tour round the island, and 
were due to address the Planters’ Association after a 
demonstration meeting on Captain Short’s estate. In­
spectors have also been visiting the Agricultural Credit
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Societies.—Mrs. Buchanan Murray has left after visit­
ing her son at Kendal Estate, and Lieut.-Colonel G. LI. 
Hinds Howell, C.M.G., has gone on his annual trip to 
the Old Country. Col. Hinds Howell is making good 
progress with selected cacao plantation • at Arden.— 
Enquiries for lands in Tobago have recently been 
received from Venezuela, Brazil and India.—Dr. 
Turpin, owner of Charlotteville Estate, who was 
recently appointed Resident Surgeon at the Colonial 
Hospital, Port of Spain, has been in the island on a 
much-needed holiday.

Mr. D. Macgillivray writes under date April 6th : 
We had another call this week from the Clyde steamer 
Surinam with the Line’s superintendent, Mr. Collins. 
They seem determined to get a share of our exports. 
These for 1921 were : Cacao, 2,136,048 lbs. (over 12,000 
bags). This exceeds the figures for 1920 by 508,239 
lbs. Coconuts (including copra), 4,013,024. A large 
number of young trees are now coming into bearing 
annually.

The Trinidad Income Tax Bill.
Criticising the new Income Tax Bill in the Legis­

lative Council 011 April 7th, Hon. A. Cipriani said that 
the net result of Section 22, in which it is proposed to 
hold liable the agent for taxation leviable upon his non­
resident principal, would be a reduction in the number 
of agents employed, the smallest going out of business 
and the trade being diverted into the hands of 
monopolists.

The Income Tax Bill was passed in the Legislative 
Council on April nth. An amendment to section 22, 
moved by the acting Attorney-General, and carried, 
provides that “a non-resident person shall be deemed 
to be trading within the Colony in every case where 
his recognised agent or other representative resident 
in the Colony sells in the Colony the goods of such 
non-resident person, whether the contract for the sale 
of the goods, the delivery thereof, or the payment 
therefore, is made within or out of the Colony.”

Mr. J. H. Poole, under date April 15th, writes It 
would seem that the Board of Management of the Royal 
Victoria Institute has at last made up its mind to do 
something in the matter of the unsightly ruin that has 
disgraced the city for the past two years. The architect 
of the Public Works Department has been commis­
sioned to prepare plans for the rebuilding of the 
Institute, and it is believed that a modified scheme will 
soon be under way. A well-equipped Y.M.C.A. centie 
is to be opened in Port of Spain on May 1st by His 
Excellency the Governor. Mr. R. D. Pringle, of the 
English National Council of Y.M.C.A.s, came to the 
Colony early last year to organise this branch. He 
has been splendidly backed up by a large committee 
of Government and business men, led by Mr. G. F. 
Huggins, Mr. S. D. Harding and Mr. J. B. Connell. 
Suitable premises in the centre of the city have been 
secured at a cost of $15,000, and a further $10,000 is 
beino- spent on alterations and equipment. Ine 
Government gave ¿1,000 towards the scheme. A fine 
hostel has been prepared which it is hoped will be 
especially useful to the men coming from overseas.— 
The Government Economy Campaign goes ahead. The 
axe is lopping vigorously, and cherished schemes are 
being postponed sine die. This would appear to be 
the fate of the new scheme for the administration of 
Poor Relief in the Colony. A special commission 
recommended the appointment of a Board of Public 
Assistance, with a Chief Inspector to rank as a 
Principal Officer. Tn November last the Government 
invited applications for this post. It is ?ow announced 
that the whole scheme is postponed owing to the state 

of the finances of the Colony. It was a good scheme, 
and it is to be hoped that the Government will take it 
up again as soon as possible.

The Governor presided at a luncheon given on April 
13th, in honour of the three East Indian delegates, 
who had come on to the Colony from British Guiana, 
and was duly “garlanded” in East Indian style by 
Parmanand Pundit. The health of Hon. Diwan 
Pillai, and Hon. V. N. Tivary, and Mr. C. F. 
Keatinge was proposed by Hon. Rev. C. D. Laila.

Water Shortage in Turks and Caicos.
The latest message of the Direct West India Cable 

Co. complains of the great shortage of water. The in­
habitants of Grand Turk were having to resort to well 
water for domestic purposes, and Bay Well water for 
drinking, the latter being far from satisfactory. To 
get one barrel full means practically a whole day for 
man and boy. If rain were not forthcoming within 
a short time, the Government contemplated sending 
sloops to Puerto Plata for a supply.—The Parrot Cay 
Company arc having a large acreage of land leased 
from the Government on one of the islands close to 
Parrot Cay cleared, and intend putting it under cotton 
cultivation. Large quantities of cotton have arrived 
from the Caicos group to be ginned at the Government 
ginnery, and reports from all the plantations are 
favourable.

OBITUARY.
Sir James Hayes Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B.

We regret to state that Colonel Sir James Hayes 
Sadler, K.C.M.G., C.B., died on April 21st, at 
St. Briac, Brittany, in his 71st year.

The eldest son of Colonel Sir James Hayes Sadler, 
K.C.M.G., the subject of this memoir joined the 61 st 
Regiment in 1870. After various appointments under 
the Political Department in India, he was made Gover­
nor of the British East Africa Protectorate in 1905, 
succeeding Sir Ralph Williams as Governor of the 
Windwarci Islands four years later. This appointment 
he held until 1914, when he retired. He received the 
C.B. in 1902, and the K.C.M.G. in 1907. After his re­
tirement, Sir James interested himself particularly in 
the welfare of students and others who came to this 
country from the various parts of the Empire in which 
he had' served, and, as an active member of The West 
Indian Contingent Committee, his work for West 
Indian soldiers during the war will long be gratefully 
remembered. ____ ______________ _

WANTS.
Small “ Want ” advertisements will be accepted for publica­

tion under this heading at the rate of 3/6 for three 
lines and 1/- for each additional line.

Wanted.—Position in Sugar Factory; 4| years’ war expe­
rience; holder of the (Royal Technical College, Glasgow) 
Diploma in Sugar Manufacture; also certificate from City 
and Guilds of London Institute. Have sound engineering 
experience.—Write R. O. W., care of The West India 
Committee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3.

Copies of Circulars Nos. 590 of May 12th, 1921, and 612 
of March 16th, 1922, are required. The Manager will be 
pleased to pay 6d. per copy for unsoiled copies returned to 
this office. 

To obviate the removal of their names from the mailing- 
list for the Circular, members of The West India Committee 
who have not yet paid their subscription for the current 
year are requested to do so at. once.
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WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.
English Beet Sugar Corporation.

Mr. Hilton Young informed Captain W. Benn, on 
May 4th, that the Government had, no interest in the 
English Beet Sugar Corporation. He had no informa­
tion as to the nationality .of the present holders in this 
corporation. -----------
The West Indian Council.

Replying to Mr. Percy Hurd on May 3rd, Mr. Wood 
stated that the proposal for the formation of a stand­
ing conference of legislative representatives of each 
of the West Indian Colonies, British Guiana and 
British Honduras, had been handed to him in Trinidad. 
The question was discussed in his report.

St. Lucia’s Constitution.
Mr. Churchill informed Sir J. Hood, on the 28th 

April, that he had referred the petition from St. Lucia 
for more representative government to the Parliamen­
tary Under-Secretary of "State (Mr. Wood) for investi­
gation during his recent visit to the Colony. His 
views would be stated in his report, which was now in 
the press. 
Indians in Kenya and Fiji.

Sir John Rees was informed by Mr. Edward Wood, 
on May 2nd, that the position of Indians in Kenya 
was under active consideration between the India Office 
and the Colonial Office. As regards Fiji, he did not 
anticipate that any further action would be taken until 
a report by the deputation from India to Fiji had been 
received and considered.

Telegraphic Communications.
Mr. Wood informed Mr. Gideon Murray on May 4th 

that negotiations were still in progress for the con- 
struotion of a new cable from Bermuda to Barbados 
and beyond, but he was not in a position to make any 
statement at present. The question of wireless tele­
graphy and telephony had been taken into considera­
tion. During his visit to the West Indies his attention 
had been called constantly to these matters, and he 
had expressed an opinion on them in his report.

The West Indian Naval Station.
Mr. Amery informed Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy, 

on 3rd May, that the present staff employed at Ber­
muda was the minimum necessary to carry out the 
work there, which was considerably greater and more 
complicated than before the war. The disposition of 
the Navy had been considerably changed since the 
war, and at this moment there were on the West Indian 
station—which embraced the whole of North American 
waters in both oceans, and, in the absence of a South 
American squadron, South American waters as well— 
four light cruisers.

German Trade in the Colonies.
Replying to Sir John Rees, on May 2nd, Mr. 

Churchill stated that, generally speaking, German 
firms or firms of which German subjects were partners 
or directors were now allowed to trade under the same 
conditions as were applicable to British subjects in 
British possessions overseas. There were certain re­
strictions as to the payment of pre-war debts and 
similar matters imposed in virtue of the Peace Treaty. 
For the present, German individuals were not allowed 
to enter Colonies and Protectorates except under spe­
cial permit from the Colonial Government, but any 
Germans to whom such a special permit was granted 
were permitted to trade in the same way as other resi­
dents in the Colony.

Preference on Sugar and the Budget.
Speaking on the Budget proposals, on May 2nd, 

Mr. Macquisten presented the case for the reconsidera­
tion of the sugar duties. He said that before 1903 our 
great sugar industry had been almost completely des­
troyed, and all the vast colonial estates had gone out 
of cultivation through the pernicious system- of sugar 
bounties instituted by Napoleon for the purpose of 
building up the industries of P'rance and of injuring 
the industries of Britain. That policy had been seized 
on by Germany, and between her and Austria there 
was produced almost three-quarters of the sugar con­
sumed here. So desperate was the situation of our 
dependencies that Mr. Joseph Chamberlain had 
secured the abolition of the bounties. He had actually 
had to give a dole to some of our West Indian Colonies 
of a large sum of money. One: of the results of the 
late war was that these Colonies had been very largely 
cut off from us. We could not get to them owing to 
the submarine campaign and the shortage of shipping. 
America had proceeded to develop the sugar industry 
of Cuba, the products of which had risen from a few 
hundred thousand tons at the beginning of this cen­
tury to many millions of tons throughout the war. 
American capitalistic combines also put enormous 
quantities of sugar machinery’, made in America, into 
Cuba and the Philippines. These places and our West 
Indian Colonies had been accustomed to buy almost all 
their sugar machinery from Glasgow. Glasgow had 
made sugar machinery for the rest of the world long 
before France or any other country. The industry had 
employed thousands of men. These avenues of employ­
ment had now been closed, and Americans had stated 
their intention of getting complete possession of the 
sugar markets not only of their own country, which 
was legitimate, but of countries elsewhere. Now 
that prohibition was introduced, the United States 
used enormous quantities of sugar, which was one 
of the raw materials for home distillation. America 
had a surplus of sugar, and it was being sold 
in all our markets and in the British market at very 
much below cost. The result was that our sugar-pro- 
ducing colonies and dependencies, the natural sup­
pliers to us of the major portion of our sugar, were 
being reduced practically to the same position as that 
to which they had been reduced by the sugar bounties. 
They had been granted a small preference of about 
¿3 15s. per ton, but that had been met by the Ameri­
can producers. He therefore appealed to the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer, who had made a large con­
cession to home-grown sugar. It was a very proper 
concession, for if we could establish a new agricultural 
and manufacturing industry in this country, and help 
it over the early years of struggle, it might be a per­
fectly sound thing to do. The Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer, however, had not given anything like the 
same concession to the sugar producers of our Colo­
nies. They should get a stabilised figure of one-third 
instead of one-sixth abatement on the Sugar Duty. 
That was necessary to secure that they would not be 
extinguished by American competition. Once they 
were extinguished by America or Germany, we might 
expect very dear sugar. Such an abatement would 
have been a mote popular abatement than the abate­
ment on tea.

Speaking in the debate on the same day, Mr. Bonar 
Law said, that he admitted that it would be a great 
thing to reduce the sugar duty, but, in addition to 
the fact that the amount involved was so large, he 
thought there was this further consideration. The 
price was fluctuating so much, that if you were to 
take a penny off it, it was very doubtful if the con­
sumer would get the benefit.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
'1 he views expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

The Kingston Harbour Tragedy.

Dear Sir,—I read the article in the ClR-
CULAR referring to the shark caught in 
Kingston Harbour. I happened to be on 
the spot when it was landed, and I took a 
snapshot of it.

I enclose a couple of prints, which may 
be of interest. One shows the boy (sitting 
on the fish) who was bathing with the girl 
at the time.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,

Masson Works, Derby. J. Peet.
April 28th, 1922.

Dear Sir,—Referring to the account of 
the shark tragedy given in your CIRCULAR 
of the 27th, where it is stated that “ the 
appearance of a ’ tiger ’ shark in Kingston 
Harbour is believed to be almost without 
precedent,” may I call attention to a 
graphic and interesting account of a 
similar tragedy7 and heroic rescue some 
years ago, as given by’ Lord Frederick 
Hamilton on pages 137-8 in his book 
“Here, There, and Everywhere”?

Yours truly,
D. Gibson.

I lie Maples, Claremont Road, Redhill.
[ Lord Frederick Hamilton, in his de­

lightful travel book gives an account of 
how Robert Clinch, an apprentice on board the Port 
Kingston, dived under a shark in Kingston Harbour 
and attacked it with his fists in a gallant endeavour 
to save the life of one of his shipmates whom it was 
attacking. For this he received the Royal Albert and 
the Royal Humane Society’s Medals.—Editor.]

Master Bray Astride the Shark.
Son of Mr. Bray of the Texas Oil Company, this boy was bathing 

with Miss Lopez when she was attacked by the shark on which he is 
shown astride An account of the tragedy was given 111 last Circular.

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.
Four Stories and a Drama of Old Jamaica. By 

Alexander MacGregor James. Jamaica. The 
Gleaner Co. Price 2S.

Mr. A. M. James has followed up his Cacique's 
Treasure, which met with a very favourable reception 
last year, with a volume of short stories and a play.

The Man-Eating Shark, after Capture.
This shark, which was captured by Mr. Mitchell-Hedges as described 

in last issue, fatally injured Miss Adeline Lopez on March 13th.

The last, which is entitled “ A Soul’s Sacrifice ” 
and labelled “ A Dramatic Drama in One Act of Six 
Scenes,’’ was awarded a prize in the Literary7 Competi­
tion held under the auspices of the Institute of 
Jamaica some years ago. It contains all the thrills 
which help to popularise a Grand Guignol production.

The stories are slight, but vividly7 pre­
sented and instinct with local colour. We 
commend this little volume to lovers of 
Jamaica as a worthy sample of local crafts­
manship.

It is to be regretted that in the review 
of “ The Life of Enos Nuttall, Archbishop 
of the West Indies,” which was published 
in last issue, it should have been stated 
that the Imperial Government had defi­
nitely7 decided to make a free grant of 
£150,000 and a loan of £.800,000 for relief 
purposes after the earthquake of 1907, but 
had deferred making the announcement 
until the arrival of the Archbishop and 
his colleague.

This conveyed an erroneous impression. 
The West Indian Committee, at the instance 
of the Earthquake Committee of Jamaica, 
had. laid such data as were available to 
them before the Government, but it was 
considered desirable, before arriving at any 
definite conclusion, that full particulars 
should be furnished from Jamaica. This 
resulted in the visit of the deputation 
headed by Archbishop Nuttall, that sup­
plied the fullest details as to the effect of 
the disaster and the necessity for Imperial 
aid, in reference to which a decision was 
arrived at after a full consideration of all 
the facts.
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SOME COMPANY NOTES.

The Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd.
The directors of the Trinidad Central Oilfields announce 

that owing to delay in the production programme and 
production not having been commensurate with the drilling 
effort, they do not anticipate being in a position to recom­
mend a dividend for 1921. In respect of 1919 and 1920, 10 
per cent, was paid.
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd.

The report and accounts for the year ended September 
30th, 1921, show that the share capital is unchanged at 
£400,000 in £1 shares issued and fully paid. The oil 
profits fpr the year amounted to £72,970, and after deduct­
ing £18,859 for cost of damage by fire at No. 3 well; 
£15,984 for depreciation written off wells; and £2,174 head 
office net expenditure, there remains a profit of £35,951 
(subject to Income Tax and Corporation Profits Tax not 
yet ascertained) to be carried to the balance sheet. After 
deducting £1,028—the debit balance for the previous year— 
there remains £34,922 which the directors recommend 
should be carried forward, as they consider it prudent to 
maintain the present sound financial position of the 
company.

Capital expenditure of £110,652 was incurred during the 
year, in the further equipment and development of the 
property and the purchase of additional oil rights and 
surface rights.

Operations on the company’s property were retarded 
during the earlier part of the year under review owing to 
the reorganisation of work and restoration of plant and 
material consequent upon the fire at No. 3 well in Novem­
ber, 1920. The production of crude oil during the year 
was 44,494 tons, of which 43,453 tons were produced during 
tiie last seven months, i.e. from March to September, 1921. 
This production does not include about 15,000 tons of oil 
estimated to have been lost by the fire at No. 3 well. 
Deliveries of oil to Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., amounted 
to 37,402 tons for the year, while 6,639 tons remained in 
storage awaiting delivery to that company’s refinery. The 
arrangement for the sale of the oil production to Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., provided for deliveries to be taken up 
to 2,000 tons per month to July 31st, 1921, and thereafter 
up to 5,000 tons per month. Subsequent arrangements 
have been made, subject to the adjustment of details, for 
increasing the deliveries to be taken up to 10,000 tons per 
month, as soon as the purchasers are in a position to deal 
with this increased tonnage. In the meantime, production 
is being restricted to meet the present limited delivery 
requirements and the subject of the disposal of any surplus 
production which may not be taken by Trinidad Lease­
holds, Ltd., is under investigation.

Drilling operations have been directed towards both pro­
duction and test purposes, and have been attended with 
most successful results, both in the way of obtaining pro­
duction and in demonstrating the value of the property, 
and although the bringing in and operation of the wells 
has been hampered by the restriction of deliveries, 12 
wells have been sunk to date, of which 10 have been brought 
in or are ready to be brought into production as soon as 
increased deliveries can be taken. The bringing in of No. 
7 well with a heavy flow in August last necessitated closing 
down the other wells, and since then the greater part of 
the deliveries have been met by a regulated flow from that 
well, the balance having been provided from limited test 
operations and from a new flowing well, No. 8, recently 
brought in. Development work has mainly been on sands 
located at about 1,050 ft. to 1,400 ft. in depth, varying 
with the position of the well sites. Good results have also 
been obtained from shallow sands much nearer the surface. 
Tests will he made of the deeper oil-bearing zones at a 
later stage.

The Colonial Bank.

Presiding at he 168th half-yearly general meeting on 
April 27th, Mr. C. F. Wood, the chairman, said they were 
dealing with the half-year ended December 31st last, a 
period in which they suffered from the effects of the great 
fall in prices of produce and severe depression in trade 
generally; and under these trying conditions it was not 
unnatural that their figures showed an all-round shrinkage. 
In commenting on the principal items, he said that capital 
and reserves at £900,000 and £400,000 respectively remain 
unchanged. Their West Indian note issue at £648,928 
compared with £822,712 for the corresponding period. Their 
note issue was thus steadily reaching more normal figures.

Deposits at interest and current accounts at £6,646,767 
compared with £10,206,697 for the December half-year 1920, 
and with £8,710,604 for the June half-year 1921. This large 
decrease was accounted for, as he had already hinted, by 
the bad trade conditions experienced at the overseas 
branches, where the bulk of their deposits were raised, and 
where large sums had had to be withdrawn for the upkeep 
of estates and also for investment. It was, perhaps, worthy 
of note that in December, 1913, their deposits were only 
£2,051,000. Acceptances on account of customers at 
£1,308,602 compared with £2,218,876, the decrease being 
partly due to the general falling-off in business and partly 
to the great decrease in commodity values.

On the asset side of the balance-sheet, cash in hand and 
in transit at £520,157 compared with £919,637. As this 
item consisted of silver, copper and notes issued by the 
local Governments and the West African Currency Board, 
the decrease was indicative of the state of trade and the 
small demand for currency. Cash at bankers and at call 
and short notice stood at £1,027,419, while the figures for 
the corresponding half-year were £753,334. British 
Government Treasury bills and investments stood at 
£698,059, as compared with £990,559, while bills receivable 
were £2,057,207, as compared with £1,664,130.

They were asking the shareholders to confirm the 
appointment of the Right Hon. Sir Frederick J. D. Lugard, 
G.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., as a director. The name of Sir 
Frederick Lugard was a household word wherever the 
British flag flew, and the court were convinced that his 
unique knowledge of affairs in the British Empire overseas, 
and especially in West Africa, would be of incalculable 
service to the Colonial Bank.

After commenting on the present position of the princi­
pal Colonies in the West Indies, he said, dealing with the 
general trade position, that signs were not wanting that 
the tide had turned. So far this year their trade balance, 
after allowing for the invisible exports, had been on the 
right side. Index figures of wholesale prices were satis­
factory, and, given some assurance of peace in the labour 
market, he should say that there was a better undertone 
ah round.

Dealing with the visit of the Hon. Edward Wood, M.P., 
to the West Indies and British Guiana, he said that it was 
confidently anticipated that much good would result from 
his mission, and that if his recommendations were adopted 
a greater degree of confidence in our oldest group of Colonies 
would be established. That Mr. Wood’s visit was greatly 
appreciated through the British West Indies and in British 
Guiana went without saying, and he trusted that it would be 
regarded as a precedent for further expeditions of a similar 
nature; for it was, to his mind, of paramount importance that 
Colonial Office officials should possess first-hand knowledge 
of the countries whose destinies they, in a measure, 
controlled.

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted.

Subscriptions to The West India Committee be­
came renewable on January ist last.



May 11, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 227

WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica & Bermuda, from Avonmouth, in 
Chan/uinola, May 1st:—

Surg. Commdr. & Mrs. 
J. MacDonald

Miss MacDonald

S.S.

Lt. Col. G. E. Badcock 
C.B.E., D.S.O..

Mrs. G. E. Badcock, 2 
children 

Mrs. Chandler 
Major G. S. C. Cooke 
Captain K. G. B.

Dewar C.B.E., R.N.

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth, April 30th :

Lieut. G. T. Phillips, 
R.N.

Lieut. R. E. Shaw,R.N. 
Lieut. L. E. Smith, 

R.N.
Mr. F. P. Speer
Mr. G. L. Smith 
Mr. J. K. V. Wright 

R.M.S. Coronado

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Sailings to West Indies, from Glasgow, in s.s. Counsellor,

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Miss McEnearney
Kirkness Mrs. Pereira

April 28th :—
Mr. K Mrs. de Wishart 
Mr. H. S. Hutson

Sailings to West 
April 28th: — 
Mr. Boilers
Mrs. M. M. Carter
Mrs. & Miss Doggett

Home arrivals
London, May 5th : - 
Major J. A. Burdon 
Mr. J. B. E. Davies 
Mrs. Bella Grey

Indies, from London, in s.s. Specialist,

Mr. T. Garraway 
Master Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Mclnroy

from West Indies,

Miss Sturgess 
Mr. Wight

Mr. & Mrs. Altschul 1 
M iss E. Asher 
Sir Percy Bennett 
Rev. Bryan 
Mrs. K. L. Burridge 
Mrs. S. Braithwaite 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J.

Calderwood 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Castro 
Mrs. R. J. Chalk 
Mrs. E. C. Colly ns 
Mr. & Miss Crum-

Ewing 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Darney 
Mr. & Mrs. T. P.

Evelyn 
The Misses Evelyn (2) 
Mr. C. I. Farewell 
Mrs. E. Fernie & Infant 
Mrs. Elsie Griffiths &

Sons 
Sir George Hayson

Capt. & Mrs. C. I.. T.
Matheson 

Lt. Commdr. S. E.
Nicolle

from Jamaica, in

Mr. L. M. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. A. H.

Hooper
Mr. W. J. Hooper 
Mr. R. A. Hooper 
Mrs.'J. Higgon 
Mrs. S. E. Hudson 
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel

Isaacs
Mr. & Mrs R. Lawrence
Dr. G. A. Leon
Mr. J. Leiper
Mrs. & Miss La Forest
Mr. & Mrs. Lohmann & 

fam.
Mr., Mrs. & Miss

Manners
Mrs. D. Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Matthews 
Miss Matthews 
Mr. & Mrs. J.

McArthur

Mr. S. F. May 
Capt. R. F. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Orlich & 

fam.
Mr., Mrs. & Miss 

Proger
Mr. E. Pirie 
Mr. C. Robinson 
Miss E. Richards 
Mr. Dan. Samuels 
Mr. L. Schuster 
Capt. A. M. Sherlock 
Mrs. Stillwell 
Mr. E. D. Wagner 
Mrs. M. A. Way 
Miss E. J. Williams 
Miss M. L. Wright 
Mr. Herbert

Williamson 
Mr. Harold

Williamson

in s.s. Commodore,

Miss Maude Huggins 
Lt-Col. & Mrs. T. R.

St. Johnston 
Miss Dora Pitt

Miss Lillian Vernner 
Mr. & Mrs. H, F.

Wildy

Advanced bookings tö West Indies, per s.s. Intaba, from 
London, May 12th : —
Mr. Batson
Mr. & Mrs. Brasher
Miss Bovell
Mr. Cavenagh
Mr. A. G. L. Douglas
Mrs. Foley

Mrs. & Miss Grannum 
Mrs. Hampton & child 
Miss Haviland
Mrs. Hainman
Mrs. Miller
Mr. Justice Michelin

Rev. & Mrs. J. D.
Rainforth 

Mr. Sayles 
Miss Scott
Mrs. Forbes Todd 
Mr. Vine
Mrs. Yeats

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Home Arrivals 

Plymouth, May 2nd
from West Indies,

Home arrivals
Avonmouth, May 
Mr. Harvey Adams 
Miss Phyllis Attwill 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank

Cellier
Miss Mary Congden 
Mrs. E. Cobb 
Miss H. O. Dann 
Mr. Gordon Fleming 
Mr. Doane Gardiner

from Jamaica, 
7th

Mrs. W. Gamble 
M iss C. R. Harvey 
Miss M. H. Hope 
Miss R. Humphreys 
Miss G. Jonas 
Mr. & Mrs. James

Laughland
Mr. James Mason 
Mrs. S. B. Monkman

in R.M.S. Patuca,

Mr. T. Monkman 
Major & Mrs. G. B.

Newcomen
Mr. T. Newton 
Miss Marjorie Owen 
Mr. Edmond Phelps 
Miss Gwen Richardson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Smith

Mrs. G. Alston & Son 
Mt. Mrs. R. B.

Andrews & family
Mr. J. O. Coreia 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R.

Egerton
Mr. V'. R. Escobar 
Miss K. Hall 
Mr. H. Hickling 
Mr. G. H. H. Howell

Mr. & Mrs. F. W.
Jackson

Mr. G. Keatinge
Mrs. E. Leacock & Son 
Mr. & Mrs. H. L.

Little
Mr. T. H. Marshall
Mr. A. Moll
Miss J. Murra 
Mr. & Mrs. D.

Mr. M. Robertson
Pollard

in s.s. Crynssen,

Mr. & Mrs. A.
Rodriguez & fain. 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Saddler 
Mr. & Mrs. C.E.

Shèpherd 
Miss Betty Shepherd 
Mr. A. Travis 
Mrs. E. G. Curzon 

Villa & family 
Mr. N. G. Worrall

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing 

have been kindly supplied
the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates 
to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

j Anti- 
1 gua.
1 To
¡Feb. 28

! Bar­
bados.

1 To 
Mar. 31

British 
Guiana

To
Feb. 28

1 British 
Hondu­
ras. To 
Mar. 31

1 Domi­
nica
To

Í Dec. 31

Grenada 
To

Feb. 28

I Jamaica.
■ To

1 April 1 i

Mont­
serrat.

To
Mar. 31

St. 
Lucia.

To 
Mar. 31

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To 
Mar. 31

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Dec. 31

Trinidad 
To 

Feb. 28

Arrowroot, 
Asphalt.............. 
Balata .............. 
Bananas .............  
Bauxite .............. 
Bitters ..............  
Cacao ............... 
Cassava Starch 
Coco-nuts 
Codee ............... 
Copra ...............  
Cotton. M. Galante 
Cotton. Sea Island 
Cotton Seed 
Diamonds 
Dyewoods 
Ginger ...............  
Gold ................
Ground Nuts 
Honey 
Lime Juice (raw) 

.. (conctd.) 
.. oil............

Lime (citrate of) 
Logwood...............
Lumber ...
Mahogany
Manjak ...............
Molasses...............
Oranges...............
Essential Oils ... 
Petroleum

lbs.
.............. tons 
............... lbs. 
............. bchs.

... tons.
...................galls.
............... lbs.
............... lbs
... ... No.

lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

... ••• lbs.
................ carats

tons
................ lbs. 

ozs.
................ lbs.

................ lbs. 
- galls.

lbs.
............... tons 
................ feet

................ ton - 

............... galls

................ No. ¡ 
lbs.

... ... ga Is.

11,346

52,90(1

34,180

40 
1137,833

138,560

165.847
217,338

14,644

2,200

2.990

9,629

1.175

83,089

1,425,965

36,316

525
1,359 

2,048,007

2,944

757,568

299,787
626

3,000

3,412 
101.817 
221,624
70.075 

1156,736

164 861

441.020
3,844

2,122,512

2.700

2,800

22

535

48

242

2,035,656

2,004,464 .

6.308.750
6.605,312

48.797

7.266 
553,056

199,682

117,802

3,423.280 ’

452

299.159
288,960

16,689
460

5,040

540

1.031

949,837

23,889

27,698

12.992

11,284
240

34
9

23.970
169.036

1,287

90,300

50,120

48,745

2.204,633

238

130,644 
152,064
12,303

83,805
137,189
493,026
11.634

1,824

313,643
2,760

540

107,481
6,764

12,172

6 711 
12,993.868

3,450.509
50 

230,480

19,600
79,436

2.401,939

Pimento..............
Rice ..............
Rubber ...............
Rum ...............
Shingles...............
Sugar
Timber .............

lbs.
... lbs. 1 

............... lbs. i 

.................. galls. 
................ No.

tons
............... cub.ft.

115 000 !

2,500 Í

4,101.504 ,

129,201
298,000
10,431
15.413

390 1
86,230

224,245

160,223

6.425 17 i

361 I

391 .
31 (

5 i 168

442
48

1,858
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY. The stocks.in London on April 29th were:-

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib, London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

May 9 th, 1922.

1922
Jamaica ... ••• 11,130
Demerara ... 19,503
Total of all kinds 39,849

1921 1920
10.661 7.779 Puns.
16,409 12,768 „
36,963 29,018

BANK RATE. 4 per cent, as from April 13th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

April 25th May 9th 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

lu U.S.A. ... 18 2 18 3
France 1 17 7 1 18 8

.. Belgium 2 0 10 2 2 6

., Italy ••• 3 4 6 3 6 2
The intrinsic value of the

April 25th May 9th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.

In Spain ... 126 128
,, Germany 59 12 0 65 6 0
..Austria 1384 6 0 1530 0 0
., Holland 19 2 19 1

gold sovereign is £1 2s.

CACAO. During the fortnight a quiet business has been 
done in the home trade, but export is slow. West Indian 
sorts arc steady. Fine Trinidad has sold at 74/- to 75/-, 
and fine Grenada is firm, with sales at 63/- to 64/- spot. 
Fine Jamaica is quoted at 58/- to 59/-, but no sales have

SUGAR. Tn the New York market the quotations for

been reported.
The stocks in London on April

1922.
Trinidad ... ... 5.756
Grenada ... ... 12,023
Total of all kinds 99,731

29th were : -
1921. ’920

21089 21.058 Bags.
28,605 26.021 „

191,978 175,841 „

duty-paid Cubans have fluctuated between 3.98c. and 4.11c., 
yesterday’s value being 4.11c., equivalent to 2.50c. c.i.f., or 
about 2.33c. f.o.b.

The future market quotations were:—July 2.64c.; Sept. 
2.84c. and Dec. 2.88c.

In the home market the attention of retailers has been
directed to replenishing stocks which had_ been allowed to 
run down pending the Budget announcement as regards 
duty. There has been practically no change in prices, which 
stood yesterday at: West Indian Crystallised, 41/- to 43/6; 
Refiners’ Yellow Crystals, 42/9; London Granulated, 48/3; 
American Granulated, spot 47/6; Mauritius White Planta­
tion, spot 44/- to 45/6; White Brazil, 18/- c.i.f.; Cuban 
96 deg., 13/i| c.i.f.; Preferential 96 deg. (buyers), 16/6 c.i.f.

Terminal market values were: 96 deg., June, 14/3; 
August, 14/6; September, 14/-. White, 19/11|, 20/2| and 
20/Of, same months.

No information is yet to hand as to whether the last 
attempt to get the United States sugar duties raised during 
the passage of the Permanent Tariff Bill through the Senate 
has been successful or not, or what fate has overtaken the 
counter-efforts to obtain a reduction of the duty on Cuban
sugars.

The Cuban crop will close early, only 160 factories work­
ing on the 6th, as against 195 at the corresponding date 
last year. It is extremely probable, judging from the work­
ing results of the factories that have closed down, that the 
3,500,000 tons estimated by Messrs. Willett & Gray will not 
be realised.

Shipments of Cuban sugar for the first three months of 
1918, 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922 respectively, in tons: —

statistics, states that the enormous absorption of sugar in 
the United States this year has been due to the reduction of

To U.S.A. To other countries Total
1918 612,103 204.671 816,774
1919 771,004 163,414 934,418
1920* 1,035,107 395,487 1,430,594
1921 674,019 125,952 799,971
1922 1,403,935 498,049 1,901,984
♦Year of maximum prices. 

Facts about Sugar, to whom we are indebted for the above

the invisible stocks at the end of 1921.
The April official valuation of sugar by the Indian 

Government for Customs purposes gives protection for 
Indian sugar of 64 rupees against Java sugar over 23 D.S., 
7 rupees against China and Japan refined sugar, and 6 rupees 
against Mauritius, per cwt.

The Indian imports of sugar for the ten months ending 
January 31st last were 638,516 tons, as against 203,713 tons 
for the ten months ending January, 1921 ; 585,511 tons came 
from Java and 20,396 tons from Mauritius.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on April 29th

ARROWROOT. Only a retail business is passing, with 
prices unchanged at: fair to good manufacturing 3|d. to 4d., 
and good to fine grocery 4}d. to 6fd.

BALATA. West Indian sheet remains slow of sale, and 
is valued nominally at 2/11$ per lb. spot.

BAY OIL. The plentiful supplies of bay oil remain 
neglected.

COFFEE. Fair home trade qualities continue- to meet 
with a good demand, but low kinds are slow. There is no 
quotable change in values on the fortnight. At auction on 
Friday last, 40 bags of Jamaica common bold mixed sold at 
82/-. ’

COPRA is quietly steady with West Indian f.m.s. valued 
at £25 c.i.f. London, or £25 15s. c.i.f. Rotterdam.

COTTON generally has been in slightly improved 
request at hardening rates. No business is reported in West 
Indian Sea Island, the quotations of which arc unchanged 
at: medium 23d., fine 30d., and extra fine 38d.

HONEY. With the exception of finest pale set Jamaica, 
there was little demand at last week’s auction. About 120 
casks of Jamaica sold at 32/6 to 40/- for dark to palish set, 
and 51/- to 66/- for fair to fine white. Cuban sorts were quite 
neglected.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Small sales of Hand- 
pressed have been made at 12/6 per lb., but Distilled is 
neglected. Lime Juice. Good new Jamaica Raw has sold 
at 3/- per gallon, and Concentrated is firm with further 
sales at £18.

LOGWOOD. The market continues quiet and un­
changed. Last quotation, £9 spot.

ORANGE OIL. Sweet continues quiet, with sellers 
asking 10/6 per lb. Bitter is unchanged.

RUBBER. The market is dull and depressed, and very 
little business is passing. America is taking little interest in 
either the London or Eastern markets. Crepe and sheet 
8jd. spot.

SPICES. Sciarcely any business in Pimento has been 
done during the fortnight. There arc sellers on the spot at 
2|d., and on c.i.f. terms at about 19/3 Hamburg. The 
Ginger market is very firm with only a small quantity of 
Jamaica on the spot unsold. Some business on c.i.f. terms 
recently done marks an advancing tendency in prices. Spot 
values are nominal at 150/- to 220/-, according to quality.

TRINIDAD OIL. Production for April: Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., 8,500* tons; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, 
Ltd., 4,450* tons; United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
4,170 tons.

(•Output restricted.)

were: —
1922.

Imports — 10 598
Deliveries 10,491
Stock 4.082
RUM. There is absolutely 

home-made or export.

1921.
9,583

14,403
3,584 

no demand

1920.
19.447 Tons
10.740 „
16,843
either for the

WEATHER TELEGRAMS
The following cablegrams have been received regarding the 

weather in the West Indies:- British Guiana. Demf.rara 
(Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., Ltd.), May Sth: 
“ Indications of rains commencing, light showers falling 
generally.” Berbice (Messrs. Henry K. Davson & Co.), 
May 9th : “ Weather favourable.”
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in its contemporaries demonstrate. On April 1st 
last the Imperial Department of Agriculture was 
merged into the West Indian Agricultural College, 
and to this circumstance, involving as it has done 
much extra departmental work of an extremely 
complex and difficult character, the decision to 
suspend The Agricultural News is due. It is, how­
ever, certain that that valuable journal will be 
succeeded by a publication of which the scope will 
be possibly even wider, since it is intended that the 
West Indian Agricultural College shall have an 
official organ that will embody not only College 
news, but also the results of original research by 
Mr. H. A. Ballou, Mr. S. F. Ashby, Mr. F. 
Hardy, and Mr. T. G. Mason, the scientific officers 
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, who 
have now also become Professors of the West Indian 
Agricultural College. While regretting, therefore, 
the disappearance of The Agricultural News in the 
heyday of its useful career, tropical agriculturists 
can look forward to the appearance of a successor 
which will embody many of its more useful 
features. Meanwhile, we have offered the hospi­
tality of our columns to the Imperial Commissioner 
of Agriculture, so that the fullest publicity may 
be given to the work of the Department over which 
be so ably presides. This has been accepted, and 
we are consequently able to publish to-day the 
first of a series of articles and notes relating to 
West Indian agriculture which will, it is hoped, be 
appreciated not only by our regular readers, but 
also by those of The Agricultural News, among 
whom they will, as far as possible, be circulated.

The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone :
Central 6642.

Telegrams :
Carib, London.

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.
May 23rd, 1922.

“THE AGRICULTURAL NEWS.”

AGRICULTURAL literature will be the poorer 
by the disappearance from its ranks of The 
Agricultural News, the last number of which 

was published on March 18th. The official organ 
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, that 
journal made its first appearance on April 25th, 
1902, since which date it has faithfully carried out 
its original object of supplying, in a popular form, 
information of an agricultural character suited to 
the requirements of the West Indies. But it has 
done more; it has appealed to a wider public 
throughout the world of tropical agriculture, as 
frequent extracts from its pages that have appeared

SYNTHETIC SUGAR.

IN the course of a paper read at a meeting of the 
Chemical Society, on May 5th, by Professor 
E. C. C. Baly, reference was made to the 

possibility of the commercial production of syn­
thetic sugar. The late Professor Benjamin 
Moore made the first advance in the direction of 
the synthetic production of sugar, by showing that, 
in the presence of iron, formaldehyde was produced 
when a solution of carbonic acid was exposed to 
ultra-violet rays ; and he also showed that this 
formaldehyde was, in its turn, converted into a 
sugar when exposed to these rays. The secret of 
this process. Professor Baly went on to say, had 
been discovered in the Liverpool laboratories, 
where it had been found that when certain coloured 
basic substances had been employed, carbonic acid 
could be converted directly into formaldehyde in 
ordinary sunlight, these coloured basic substances 
acting in precisely the same manner as does the
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green chlorophyll of the leaves of the plant. He 
also stated that considerable quantities of sugars 
had in this way been produced in the Liverpool 
laboratories. It has long been believed by investi­
gators in plant chemistry that the first process that 
takes place in the living plant cell is the production 
of formaldehyde from carbonic acid and water, and 
that the next stage is the conversion of this formal­
dehyde into the simple sugars, glucose and fruc­
tose, which combine among themselves to produce 
cane sugar, starch, and other complex carbo­
hydrates, as occasion requires. Professor Baly 
did not state what description, or descriptions, of 
sugar had been already produced, but it may be 
assumed that the synthetic formation has not gone 
farther than that of the simple sugars to which 
reference has been made, which would fall con­
siderably short of even the laboratory production 
of cane sugar. But in any case, there is no cause 
for our sugar planting friends being alarmed at 
the announcement of Professor Baly, as there 
would be little probability of a synthetic cane 
sugar ever being able to compete in price with the 
natural product, even if scientists succeeded in 
imitating the operation of Nature so far as to be 
able to make it. The price which sugar fetches 
in normal times is an effectual safeguard in this 
respect. The plant pays nothing for the raw 
material from which it makes its sugar, the planter 
only providing the means of keeping the machinery 
going by agricultural processes, while the synthetic 
production of sugar on a commercial scale would 
mean a considerable expenditure in the direction 
of carbonic acid alone—even if the gases from 
factory chimneys were utilised for the purpose.

WEST INDIAN CURRENCY.

A Departmental Committee Appointed.

The Secretary for the Colonies has appointed 
a Committee to consider what, if any, changes are 
desirable in the currency systems of the West 
Indian Colonies, and whether any improvements are 
required in the existing facilities for exchange be­
tween these Colonies and the Mother Country.

The members of the Committee are as follows :— 
The Hon. W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P. (chairman), Sir 
James Stevenson, Bart., Mr. F. Wise, M.P., Lt.- 
Colonel Sir John Chancellor, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Sir Gilbert Grindle, K.C.M.G., C.B., and Mr. E. R. 
Darnley (Colonial Office), Mr. H. E. Fass 
(Treasury), Mr. P. H. Ezechiel (Crown Agents for 
the Colonies), Colonel Ivan Davson, O.B.E., Mr. 
Charles H. Hewett (Colonial Bank), Mr. T. R. 
Whitley (Royal Bank of Canada), Mr. R. 
Rutherford and Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. 
(West India Committee), and Mr. R. A. Wiseman 
(Colonial Office), secretary.

The attention of readers is called to the an­
nouncement regarding The West India Committee’s 
new map of thé West Indies, which appears on 
page 235.

COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.

The following transfers, promotions, and appoint­
ments affecting the British West Indies have been 
recently made by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies :—

Major H. W. Peebles, D.S.O., Commissioner, 
Montserrat, Leeward Islands.

[Major Peebles, who had joined the Canadian 
Mounted Infantry in 1899, served in the South African 
War from 1900 to 1902, being severely wounded and 
gaining the Queen’s Medal with four clasps and the 
King’s Medal with two clasps. In the Somaliland 
Campaign of 1903-1904 he served as A.D.C. to 
Brigadier-General Sir William Manning, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., in the latter year becoming A.D.C. and private 
secretary to Sir Bickham Sweet-Escott, K.C.M.G., 
Governor of British Honduras, where he commanded 
the Belize Light Infantry Volunteers. After two 
years in Nigeria, in 1907 he acted as private secretary 
to Sir Bickham, who was then Governor of the 
Leeward Islands. In 1913 Major Peebles was ap­
pointed clerk and private secretary to the Adminis­
trator of Dominica, where he raised and commanded 
the local defence force on the outbreak of war the 
following year. With the B.E.F. in France he was 
four times mentioned in dispatches, being awarded 
the D.S.O. in 1917. He was appointed Commissioner 
of the Virgin Islands in July, 1919-]

Mr. Archibald J. Brooks has been appointed 
Director of Agriculture for the Gambia.

[Bom in 1881, Mr. Brooks received his early train­
ing at Kew, and went out to Dominica in 1903 as 
Officer in Charge of the Agricultural School there. 
He was transferred to St. Lucia in 1911 as Agricul­
tural Superintendent, and became Officer in Charge 
of Reunion Estate in 1913. He is the author of “The 
West Indian Lime” and other works. For some 
years Mr. Archibald Brooks has been Hon. Corre­
spondent of The West India Committee for St. Lucia, 
and his interesting letters from that colony will be 
missed by readers of the Circular.]

Mr. H. K. M. Sisnett, Chief Justice, British 
Honduras.

[Mr. Herbert K. M. Sisnett was educated at Harrison 
College, Barbados, and called to the Bar by the Inner 
Temple in 1896. In 1897 he was appointed acting 
junior police magistrate at Bridgetown, going the 
following year to Jamaica, where he practised at the 
Bar until 1903, acting during this period as private 
secretary to Sir A. Hemming and Sir Sydney Olivier. 
For the next five years he served as resident magis­
trate of various parishes. In 1907 he was appointed 
Registrar-General of British Honduras and District 
Commissioner of Belize, being transferred in 1913 to 
British Guiana as Stipendiary Magistrate, in which 
capacity he was highly commended by the Secretary 
of State for his inquiry into the Rose Hall riots.]

Mr. A. N. Wolfsohn, Surveyor, British Honduras. 
Dr. H. C. Bell, Medical Officer, Abaco, Bahamas. 
Second Lieut. N. S. B. Vinter, Medical Officer, 

District 6, St. Kitts, Leeward Islands.
Capt. J. R. Anderson (Inspector of Police, Bar- 

bado*s), Assistant Commissioner of Police, Northern 
Provinces, Nigeria.



May 25, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 231

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ One finger can’t catch louse.” 
* * *

It Ihas now been definitely decided that a finan­
cial expert shall be sent to Jamaica to report on 
the finances of the Colony.

* * *
The Hon. T. R. St. Johnstone, the Colonial 

Secretary of the Leeward Islands, has arrived in 
London on three months’ leave of absence.

* *
The value of the imports into the British West 

Indies in 1920 was about £12 per head of popula­
tion, as compared with £42 in the United Kingdom.

* * *
An excellent portrait of Mr. S. Cameron, chair­

man of Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell & Co., 
Ltd., appears in the Canadian Gazette, of May 11th.

* * *
Major the Hon. J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., Ad­

ministrator of St. Kitts-Nevis, arrived in England 
in the s.s. Commodore, on May 5th, on leave of 
absence.

* # *
The revised edition of the Laws of British Guiana, 

which have been compiled by Dr. J. J. Nunan, 
K.C., LL.D., are now in the hands of the printers, 
and will be published shortly.

* * *
The West Indian Produce Association, of 14, 

Creechurch Lane, London, E.C., has recently added 
Bahamas sponges to the growing list of West 
Indian commodities which it retails.

* * *
The Nourse Line steamer Hughli, which sailed 

recently from Calcutta for the West Indies, had on 
board 101 repatriated Indian immigrants who have 
been permitted to return to the Colony.

* * *

Mrs. Musson, who died at Kinnaird House, 
Upper Norwood, on May 14th, was the widow of 
Mr. Peter Musson, for many years senior partner 
in the firm of S. P. Musson, Son & Co., of 
Barbados.

* * *
Mr. J. W. Clark has been appointed a Director 

of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. Mr. 
Clark has been for many years in the Company’s 
service, and after holding the position of Assistant 
Manager, was appointed General Manager in 1912.

* * *
The people of St. Vincent, Bequia and the 

Northern Grenadines have offered as a wedding gift 
to Princess Mary a table made of local woods. 
The presentation was made by the Hon. Mrs. 
Gideon Murray at Chesterfield House, on May 12th.

* * *

A remarkable increase in the consumption of 
syrup from cane juice has taken place in the United 
States in the last few years, and the production has 
increased from 23,000,000 gallons in 1909 to more 
than 41,000,000 gallons in 1921, a growth of nearly 
80 per cent.

Mr. G. E. Bodkin, until recently Assistant- 
Director of Agriculture and Government Economic 
Biologist in British Guiana, is passing through 
London on his way to Palestine to take up the 
position of Government Entomologist there, to 
which he was recently appointed.

* * *

Captain Kenneth G. B. Dewar, C.B.E., R.N., 
who was in charge of the Gunnery School at Devon- 
port and Assistant Director of Plans at the Ad­
miralty during the war, has been appointed to the 
command of H.M.S. Calcutta in succession to 
Captain Walter B. Crompton, D.S.O., M.V.O.

•V' W

The quantity of molasses which went into con­
sumption in the United Kingdom during the months 
January to April, free of duty, for use in distilleries 
and as food for stock was 720,905 cwts., or a little 
over 50,000 gallons. Of this quantity 313,264 
cwts. were imported, and 407,641 cwts. made in 
refineries.

* * *
The Commission of Agricultural Enquiry recently 

appointed in the United States reports that there 
is one retail grocer to 73 families, or 315 individuals. 
If all the sugar consumed in the United States 
passed through the retail grocers’ hands, the quan­
tity retailed by each would be 26,880 pounds 
annually.

W "TV

In connection with the new process for the manu­
facture of paper from rubber latex, The Chemical 
Age states that the Rubber Growers’ Association 
has arranged for the necessary supply of latex for 
the experiments. Experiments are also going on 
in the direction of the use of latex in the manufac­
ture of paints.

* * *

Mr. T. R. St. Johnstone, Colonial Secretary of 
the Leeward Islands, is the author of a new book 
entitled, “ South Sea Reminiscences,” which is 
being very well reviewed. Describing the position 
of Fiji, he quotes a thirsty friend who said, <e If you 
put a corkscrew in at the Criterion it would come 
out at Mac’s, in Fiji.”

* * *

The production of saccharin in the United King­
dom continues to diminish. In January to March 
of the present year 92,021 ozs. were produced, of 
which 33,173 ozs. were exported and 58,848 ozs. 
retained for consumption. In 1921 the correspond­
ing figures were 336,909 ozs., 238,733 ozs., and 
98,176 ozs., and in 1920, 1,035,835 ozs., 243,931 
ozs., and 791,904 ozs.

* * *

The total quantity of home-made spirits con­
sumed in the United Kingdom in the quarter end­
ing March 31st of the present year was 2,941,285 
proof gallons, as against 3,437,289 gallons and 
4,631,963 gallons for the corresponding periods of 
1921 and 1920. The consumption of imported 
spirits for the same periods was 603,824 gallons, 
1,002,052 gallons, and 1,738,322 gallons respec­
tively.
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Perhaps the most curious form of sugar which 
exists is that which comes from the needles of the 
Douglas pine, that forms such a prominent feature 
in the vegetation of the northern part of the Ameri­
can Continent. For centuries the Indians have 
gathered the snowy white blobs when they fall from 
the tips of the fir needles, where the sweet exuda­
tions collect and harden. The sugar is said to be 
delicious in flavour.

* * *

According to a cablegram from Mexico City, the 
Mexican Government has been informed by Great 
Britain that she is willing to accept the boundary 
line between the Mexican territory of Quintana 
Roo and British Honduras as recommended some 
time ago by a special Mexican committee. Work 
of placing the necessary markers is to begin imme­
diately. The boundary line in question runs 
through a desert country.

-Y- &
'7C 'TV

The island of Barbuda, says The Times of May 
8th, is the latest addition to the stamp-issuing 
Colonies of the British Empire. As a dependency 
of Antigua it has shared hitherto the postal issues 
of the parent island. A special series has now been 
provided in the form of contemporary postage 
stamps of the Leeward Islands, over-printed with 
the name “ Barbuda ” in red or black. This will 
doubtless be followed in due course by stamps of a 
more permanent character.

■7V ‘TV

Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Ltd., 
have formed a separate section to deal with the 
volume of business facing them in connection with 
hydro-electric matters. The new department will 
deal with complete water-power development 
schemes—and its various component parts—and in 
this connection the company now have survey 
parties out in many parts of the world. The offices 
of the Hydro-Electric Department are at 8, Great 
George Street, Westminster, S.W.

* * *

Mr. Harold Holden White, whose death at 
Funchal was announced in The Times of May 18th, 
was partner in the firms of Henry White & Co. and 
E. H. Keeling & Son, both well known in the West 
India trade. Called to the Bar by the Inner 
Temple, he entered the City in 1890. For some 
years before his death he had been in indifferent 
health, as a result of strain and exposure during 
the war, when he served in the Headquarters 
Division of the Special Constabulary.

* * *

The imports into the United Kingdom, in cwts., 
of cinnamon, ginger, and pepper for the first four
months of 1922, 1921, and 1920 were :—

1922 1921 1920
Oinnamon ... 533 459 9,162
Ginger 15,487 3,384 9,491
Pepper .......................... 39,834 35,524 98,543
The exports, in cwts.. for the same periods were :—

1922 1921 1920
Cinnamon ... 457 856 3,491
Ginger 5,060 4,027 21,498
Pepper 22,097 25,590 59,705

The famous band of the West India Regiment 
is to play at the World Exhibition at Toronto in 
August and September. They are to appear in 
their full war paint—with Zouave jacket, fez, 
gaiters, etc.—and the officer in command is in a 
quandary. The uniform was discarded during the 
war in favour of khaki, and no specimen uniform 
is available in England or in Jamaica. Conse­
quently, the Band President has been compelled to 
advertise for a Zouave uniform, which it is hoped 
will be forthcoming.

* * *
“By the way,” writes Britannicus, in his Empire 

Causerie, which forms an interesting and entertain­
ing feature of the Financial News every Thursday, 
“ I was hugely diverted by the final comment in 
the leading article of the current West India 
Committee Circular. Not to reproduce it ver­
batim would be a grave omission.

66 ‘ Coming now to the spirit duties,’ the Circular 
laments, ‘ it is a matter for regret that these 
should remain unchanged, and thus leave little 
hope for a revival in the demand for rum, the 
price of which is at present beyond the means of 
the working man.’ How the Pecksniffs will prick 
up their ears at this reference to ‘ the demon rum.’ 
It was useful enough for stimulating the shivering 
dwellers in trenches, though some would have de­
prived them of its warm glow, even in mid-winter 
on the Western front. To make it more accessible 
to the small consumer would be greeted with a 
howl. I wish The West India Committee good 
fortune in their endeavour, but I fear very much 
that in venturing to hope for such a policy as 
reduction of the rum duty, they are making, in 
comparison, Mark Tapley appear a dour pessimist.”

Black Crab Pepper-pot.—A capon stewed down, 
a large piece of beef and another of ham, also 
stewed to a jelly; then six dozen land crabs, picked 
fine, with their eggs and fat, onions, peppers, ochra, 
sweet herbs, and other vegetables of the country, 
cut small; and this, well stewed, makes black crab 
pepper-pot.—Lady Nugent9s Journal.

The following publications are obtainable at The 
West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. :—

“ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Jones and 
Scard; 26/-.

“ The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

“ Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

‘‘The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. Scard; 3/-.
“ The Pocket Guide to the West Indies ”; 7/6.

West Indian Tales of Old,” by Algernon Aspinall; 
8/-.

“ The British West Indies,” by Algernon Aspinall; 
9/6.

Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall; 8/-.
“ A Handbook of St. Kitts-Nevis,” by Katherine 

Burdon; 5/6. These prices include postage.
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WEST INDIAN AGRICULTURE.

Activities of the Imperial Department.

By arrangement with Sir Francis Watts, 
K.C.M.G., D.Sc., Imperial Commissioner of Agri­
culture, there will be published in these columns, 
under the above heading, from time to time, 
information of interest regarding the work of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture. When it 
became known that the publication of “ The Agri­
cultural News," the official organ of the Depart­
ment, was to be suspended pending the publication 
o/ a journal by the West Indian Agricultural 
College, the Circular very gladly offered the hospi­
tality of its columns to the Commissioner.

Mr. F. Hardy, M.A., Chemist to the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture, has written three im­
portant papers on West Indian soils and on the 
meaning of liming soils, which have been published 
recently in the West Indian Bulletin (Vol. xix., 
Nos. 1 and 2). The paper on liming explains the 
tremendous complexity of what has until recently 
been regarded as a relatively simple soil treatment. 
Liming may have at least six different and im­
portant effects on the soil. It frequently alters 
the texture of soils and improves aeration, reduces 
the strength of acidity, i.e., in modern scientific 
parlance, it depresses the hydrogen-ion concentra­
tion. Liming increases the calcium content; it also 
allows calcium-ions, the “ units of the element cal­
cium in solution,” to antagonise other ions which 
are toxic to plants and bacteria; liming may bring 
about the precipitation of certain organic and in­
organic substances toxic to plants, an entirely dif­
ferent process to the previous one; liming, further­
more, may increase availability of certain valuable 
ions by displacement (e.g. potassium from mineral 
silicates).

The fact that these effects are so diverse throws 
some light on the discrepancies of experimental 
results observed so often in the past in regard to 
liming. The effects show that liming may benefit 
even a soil of neutral reaction; on the other hand, 
it may not be always wise to lime just because a 
soil is acid. Indeed, there is abundant evidence 
to show that some acid soils are extremely fertile 
in the tropics, and that certain crops prefer a feebly 
acid reaction. A large number of loosely written 
articles have appeared on the question of liming, 
and it is time that planters should be more critical 
as to their soundness from a scientific and, there­
fore, a practical standpoint.

The papers on West Indian soils will be found 
as equally enlightening as the one on liming. So 
far, Mr. Hardy has dealt with the soils of Dominica 
and Montserrat, but another paper on the soils of 
St. Kitts is in preparation. The studies in these 
papers break new ground and attack the nature of 
the soils in question from the physico-chemical 
standpoint, with reference to colloidal matter, 
maximum water-holding capacity, permeability to 
water, reaction, organic matter, etc. The old idea 
of just analysing a soil to show the percentages of 

nitrogen, phosphates and potash, and the proxi­
mate mechanical composition, is archaic and 
broadly insignificant. The fundamental things to 
know about a soil are its water-giving capacity, 
its aeration, its reaction (acidity), and its balance 
of plant nutrients. It is time West Indian planters 
engaged themselves in acquiring this new outlook. 
It is only right to mention here that much of Mr. 
Hardy’s writings is based on recent research in 
the United States; but it is the first time that these 
new points of view have been brought to the public 
notice in the West Indies.

We may turn now from the study of soil science 
to notes of lighter interest. The Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture receives monthly reports as

Photograph by] [Elliot & Fry.

Sir Francis Watts, K.C.M.G., D.Sc.
First Principal of the West Indian Agricultural College and 
Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture for the West Indies.

to agricultural progress from many of the West 
Indian islands, and recent reports show, in most 
cases, a moderately satisfactory state of affairs. 
Prices, of course, are low everywhere, especially 
for ground provisions, which seem to be exceed­
ingly plentiful. This is especially so in Grenada 
and St. Vincent. In the former island sweet 
potatoes during March were selling as low as a |d. 
per lb. A report from Dominica refers to limes. 
The total crop of limes at the Lime Experiment 
Station was, for the year ended March 31st, 2,485 
barrels, and realised £456 8s. 3d., an average of 
3s. 8d. per barrel.

Following good rains, say other reports for 
March, the majority of the cotton acreage in 
Montserrat, and a large proportion of it in St. 
Kitts, were planted. Good germination and
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regular stands were obtained in both islands, 
though subsequent weather has acted somewhat 
unfavourably in Montserrat. In both islands se­
lected pedigree seed, properly fumigated against 
pink boll worm, was used. From Montserrat, 2,000 
lb. of cotton seed has been shipped for planting 
purposes to Tortola (Virgin Islands).

Much better yields of sugar-cane are being ob­
tained during the present West Indian crop than 
was formerly expected. This applies particularly 
to Barbados and St. Kitts. Increased considera­
tion is being given in the former Colony to the 
necessity of eradicating mosaic disease, made pro­
minent by recent reports showing the great losses 
that have been incurred through the disease in 
Porto Rico. On the whole, the young cane crop 
is very satisfactory.

The past year has been marked by representa­
tions of the sugar planters in many Colonies (parti­
cularly Jamaica, Barbados and Demerara) for 
Government aid in respect of the depression. Last 
month the sugar planters of British Honduras 
showed that locally produced muscovado and 
yellow crystal sugar was selling at 4c. per lb. 
(retail), and costing 3c. to 4|c. per lb. to produce; 
while white granulated sugar from the United 
States and Guatemala was being landed in Belize 
at $5.60 per bag of 100 lbs., duty paid. The 
Governor’s motion to protect.the local industry by 
increasing the import duty was strongly opposed 
in the Legislature, and withdrawn.

The seven Agricultural Instructors required by 
the Nigerian Government, whose selection was rele­
gated to the Imperial Department of Agriculture, 
have been obtained, after some difficulty, from 
120 applications. Four have been selected from 
Grenada, two from Trinidad, and one from 
Demerara.

For some years the Imperial Department has 
been endeavouring to stimulate pig-raising as an 
organised industry for the West Indies. A memo­
randum on the subject circulated a few months 
ago amongst agricultural officers is producing en­
couraging results. Enterprise is being shown 
already in St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Montserrat, 
and the project, as a whole, has received a sympa­
thetic reception in most islands. The object is to 
raise pigs in herds instead of in units, tied by one 
leg to a stake. Pigs thrive well and give firm 
meat in the West Indies if properly bred, fed and 
handled; the West Indies (excluding Jamaica and 
British Honduras) import pig products worth 
$1,000,000 annually, and there is a vast market 
in the United Kingdom—most of which is supplied 
by the United States. It is hoped to establish, in 
time, one or more pork and bacon factories in the 
West Indies. A small bulletin on certain practical 
aspects of the new industry is being prepared for 
general distribution amongst planters and agricul­
tural officers. _________ _

(Continued from next column-.)
directly assist all those who depended for their 
livelihood upon the industry. Mr. Wood further 
alluded to the general hope of better conditions, 
which he said must also have a beneficial effect on 
the sugar industry.

THE SUGAR PREFERENCE.

A deputation representative of the Empire’s 
sugar interests waited upon the Hon. Edward 
Wood, Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
on May 11th, to ask for an increase in the prefer­
ence in the customs tariff accorded to Empire sugar 
in view of the depressed state of the industry. It 
comprised Mr. A. W. Farquharson (chairman of 
the Jamaica Imperial Association), Colonel Older- 
shaw and Mr. Charles McNeil (Australian Sugar 
Producers); Mr. W. Scott Herriot (British Empire 
Sugar Machinery Manufacturers’ Association); 
Mr. F. French Kemp (British Beet Growers’ 
Society); Mr. W. C. Noxon (Canadian Beet Sugar 
Industry); Mr. A. Bigland, M.P. (Empire Develop­
ment Parliamentary Committee); Mr. A. D. 
Jackson (Indian Sugar Producers’ Association); 
Mr. Louis Souchon and Mr. J. W. Holloway 
(Mauritius); Hon. J. G. Jenkins (Royal Colonial 
Institute); Mr. W. J. Mirlees (South Africa).

Mr. Ben Morgan, Chairman of Council of the 
British Empire Producers’ Organisation, who in­
troduced the deputation, outlined the general posi­
tion, pointing out that the market price of sugar 
to-day was actually below the cost of production, 
and if some extraordinary measures were not taken 
without delay to deal with the situation, numerous 
sugar estates would go out of cultivation ; and sugar 
estates took several years to restore to a normal 
condition of cultivation. This retrograde move­
ment had started notwithstanding the fact that the 
Empire supply was far short of the Empire demand. 
He showed, too, how serious would be the effects 
of the destruction of the Empire’s sugar industry 
upon the taxpayer and consumer in this country.

Mr. Farquharson referred to Mr. Wood’s recent 
visit, and strongly emphasised the condition into 
which the sugar-planting industry would fall unless 
it received substantial and speedy support at the 
hands of the Imperial Government. Mr. Farquhar­
son mentioned the loyalty of the West Indian colo­
nists, and pointed out the bad effect of their coming 
to regard American influence as making for pros­
perity and opulence, and British influence as 
causing penury and uncertainty.

The views of the other parts of the Empire 
having been similarly set forth, Mr. Wood, in the 
course of a sympathetic reply, pointed out that the 
position of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
difficult, as he had to adjust the competing claims 
of equally valid competing demands. He recog­
nised the strength of the argument advanced by the 
Colonies that had given preference to Great Britain, 
largely impelled by the representations of the 
Imperial Government. The Government had not 
seen their way to double the preference, but they 
had promised to continue the existing rate of pre­
ference (one-sixth of the gross duty) for a period of 
ten years; and, as far as the money value went, 
by not reducing the gross duty the Government 
had, at least for one year, left that value un­
diminished. This was a concession of great value 
in that it afforded ground for confidence that would 

(Continued at foot of preceding column.)
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British guiana and its needs.
By John B. Laing.

Mr. John B. Laing, who was born in Berbice, 
was in the Colonial Bank from 1871 until 1894. 
when he went to Demerara as Joint Attorney oj 
Messrs. Sandbach, Parker and Co. In 1904 he 
became Managing Director of the British Guiana 
Bank, which position he continued to fill after that 
institution was taken over by the Royal Bank of 
Canada, until 1919, when he retired. Be­
tween 1914 and 1919 he filled many public posi­
tions. and served as a Member of the Combined 
Court and Executive Council of British Guiana. 
He recently revisited the Colony, and now records 
some of his impressions below.

After an absence of very nearly three years, I 
found Demerara changed in many ways, and 
greatly missed many old friends, especially amongst 
the social and mercantile community.

Owing to the sudden fall in the price of sugar, 
rum, and rice, the staple exports of the colony, I 
was quite prepared for depression all round, but 
found things much worse than I expected. How­
ever, this is not the first time that the colony of 
British Guiana has been face to face with a serious 
crisis in its history, and it will, I am sure, emerge 
from the present one stronger and more stable both 
agriculturally and commercially than in past years. 
If so, then out of evil will have come good. Over­
speculation in local shares will cease, and the lesson 
learnt during 1920-21 will prove of great use to the 
whole community.

I am glad to say that the labouring population 
have taken the necessary reduction in wages, both 
on the wharves in Georgetown and on the sugar 
estates, in a good spirit, and so far there has hot 
been as much trouble as there has been, and still 
is, in this country.

Much good is expected to accrue, not only to 
British Guiana, but to the West India Islands also, 
from the recent visit of the representative from the 
Colonial Office and the searching inquiries held as 
to the present condition of these colonies and their 
future possibilities. The visit of Sir Edward 
Davson, and the keen interest taken by him in all 
that concerns British Guiana and the West India 
Islands, will, I am sure, bear good fruit in the near 
future, but in any case he deserves the thanks of 
all colonists in these places. Would that we had 
.more men ready and capable of assisting in the re­
construction and building-up of the economic and 
commercial life of these old and valuable colonies !

British Guiana is, in my opinion, capable of great 
expansion. It can largely develop its sugar export, 
if only given fair play; the rice industry is suited 
in every way to attract large numbers of East 
Indians, and can be greatly expanded. I therefore 
hope that the deputation sent from India will re­
port favourably as to the status of the East Indian 
in British Guiana and suitability of climate, with 
the result of a steady flow of labourers into the 
colony from India, by which the sugar and rice 
industries will benefit.

The interior of British Guiana is but little known 

owing to want of communication, but I trust that 
before long the much-talked-of railway will be 
started, for, once let the capitalist in this country 
grasp the fact of the vast resources of the colony in 
timber, gold, diamonds, and money to be made by 
the establishment of cattle ranches on the large 
savannahs, I feel more than hopeful that the money 
to construct the railway will be found. Be sure of 
this : if the English capitalist does not find it, the 
American will, for his countrymen are already much 
interested in the colony, and are becoming more so 
every year.

At the moment what is most required is the 
dredging of the bar and improvement in guiding­
lights to the port, for until this is done there can 
be little or no improvement in steamer communi­
cation with outside countries. Better cable com­
munication is also greatly needed if business with 
other countries is to be carried on successfully on 
modern lines.

Given capital, a good supply of labour, and a 
Government watchful over its expenditure, there is 
no place I know of with greater possibilities than 
British Guiana.

NEW MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

To ensure early delivery of The West India Com­
mittee’s new map of the West Indies, orders should 
now be sent to the Secretary, The .West India Com­
mittee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.3. The size of the 
map, which is handsomely coloured, is 48 by 37 
inches, and the scale is 1 : 3,500,000, or 55 miles to 
the inch. The map extends from Tampa, Florida, 
in the North to the extreme Southern boundary of 
British Guiana in the South, and East to West from 
Paramaribo to Guatemala. The principal railways, 
steamer routes (with distances in nautical miles), 
submarine cables, wireless telegraph stations, and 
coaling and oil fuel stations are all clearly indicated, 
and the following islands and groups of islands are 
shown on the enlarged scale of 1 : 1,500,000 by 
means of insets : Jamaica, the Windward Islands, 
the Leeward Islands, Barbados, and Trinidad and 
Tobago.

An enlarged plan of the Panama Canal is also 
given on the scale of about three miles to one inch, 
and a route map showing the various connections 
between the West Indies and Central America and 
Canada and the United States. There is also a 
valuable statistical diagram giving the area and 
population of the British West India Islands, with 
the number of persons per square mile, based upon 
the 1921 Census, with additional figures for British 
Guiana and British Honduras. An inset of Wales 
provides a useful scale of comparison tin size with 
the countries and islands shown upon the map. 
Generally, the map has undergone most careful and 
thorough revision. The price of the map will be i 
Sheet . 7/6 Post free 8/6
Mounted and folded . .15/- „ 15/6
Mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers 12/6

Carriage free (inland) 14/-; abroad according to 
destination.
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TRINIDAD FRUIT INDUSTRY.
At a general meeting of the Trinidad Agricul­

tural Society, held on March 9th, Mr. W. G. Free­
man, the Director of Agriculture, read a paper 
on the subject of the establishment of a fruit 
industry in Trinidad. After stating that it was 
recognised that tropical fruits of good quality 
could be grown in both Trinidad and Tobago, 
Mr. Freeman said that from the time of the 
Governorship of Sir William Robinson efforts had 
been made in the establishment of a fruit industry, 
the first practical step having been taken by Mr. 
W. W. Symington, of the British West Indian 
Fruit Syndicate, in 1903, who formulated a scheme 
in which growers were assisted and arrangements 
made for shipment. The results were not finan­
cially successful, the reasons for the failure given 
by the shipping syndicate being :

1. Lack of knowledge amongst growers of the 
cultivation, harvesting and handling of fruit.

2. The inferior quality of much of the fruit and 
its unsuitability for outside markets.

3. Want of transport organisation.
4. Expenses incurred in experimental and edu­

cational work.
In 1906 a contract was entered into through the 

Crown Agents, between the Government and the 
syndicate, under which a subsidy was granted to 
the syndicate. This was terminated by the syn­
dicate in 1907.

Quite recently the matter was again taken up, 
the formation of a Co-operative Fruit Growers’ 
Association being proposed, in point of view of 
which the following desiderata for successful trade 
were given by Mr. Freeman.

1. A central depot in Port-of-Spain (similar to 
the ground provisions depot) to which fruit can 
be consigned to be bought, outright. The depot 
to have proper facilities for receiving orders and 
distributing fruit to purchasers. This might be 
obtained by an extension of the business of the 
present depot, which preferably should have suit­
able premises provided with a shop window in 
which fruit could be displayed in an attractive 
manner.

2. The cultivation and proper handling of the 
fruits to ensure their reaching the consumer in 
good condition.

The necessary steps to establish a fruit industry 
appeared to Mr. Freeman to be :

1. Arrangements for the purchase and sale of 
fruit through a central depot, possibly as a de­
velopment of the Government Ground Provisions 
Depot. Fruit could be sent in from any railway 
station or steamer depot, and its value received 
by the sender by means of an order on the col­
lector of the station, as done already for ground 
provisions and bananas. Fruit could be delivered 
to the consumer as with ground provisions now.

An attractive display of fruit should be made 
in Port-of-Spain and efforts made to render good 
quality fruit more readily accessible to those 
requiring it.

2. The development of an export trade in citrus 
fruits and bananas.

OUR WEST INDIAN TRADE.

The values of the exports of articles produced 
and manufactured in the United Kingdom to the 
British West Indies for the first four months of the 
present year, as compared with the corresponding

Total

period of last year, were :—
1922. 

X
1921.

X
British West Indian Islands ... 733,498 1,328,854
British Guiana ................ 149,783 380,459
British Honduras 29,118 32,487
Bahamas 156,532 100,165

Zi,068,931 Xi ,841,965

The total values of the exports from the United 
Kingdom to all countries for the same period were 

X
1922 ... ... ... 186,062,852
1921 ............................. 227,786,786

The values of the imports into the United King­
dom for the same periods were :—

1922. 1921,
X X

British West Indian Islands ... 621,404 1,430,674
British Guiana ............................ 426,608 765,206
British Honduras 2,388 106,593
Bahamas 5,062 8,544

Total Xi ,055,462 X2,311,017

The total values of the imports from all sources 
were for the same periods

1922 ......................................... X233,7°9,547
1921 ......................................... X.307,631,757

BANANAS FOR SWITZERLAND.

Matters are now all in trim, says the Basle cor­
respondent of the Manchester Guardian (May 4th), 
for the importing of West Indian bananas into 
Switzerland in large quantities. After lengthy 
negotiations, permission has at last been definitely 
secured to establish a distributing depot in Zurich, 
provided only Swiss labour is employed, and this 
establishment will soon be in full working order. 
But meanwhile a depot has already been set up in 
Basle, a large warehouse having been specially 
equipped for the ripening and distribution of the 
fruit.

The scientific treatment of the green fruit is a 
matter of great importance to the consumer, but 
has hitherto by no means been understood in Swit­
zerland ; consequently it has always been a lottery, 
when buying bananas retail in Swiss shops, as to 
whether they would be in good condition or not. 
This disability will no longer apply. AU that is 
wanted now, in the interests of all concerned, is 
that the Swiss Government should remove the 
absurd tax of £7 10s. a ton on banana imports. 
There can be no defence for a tax on wholesome 
food, the sale of which in no way injures any native 
product.
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THE SPIRIT DUTIES.
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A RECORD CENTRIFUGAL ORDER.

An American firm of sugar-machinery manufac­
turers recently claimed that a “ record ” contract 
for centrifugals had been placed with them. It 
was to supply 48 centrifugals; but in point of size 
this order has been easily eclipsed by one received 
by Messrs. Pott, Cassels and Williamson, of 
Motherwell, Scotland, who have just shipped a 
battery of 75 machines, for delivery to the Tjomal 
Sugar Factory, Pekalongan, Java, one of the 
largest factory refineries in the East Indies, which 
in 1921 ground 171,291 tons of cane.

The installation is arranged in two double-row 
batteries of forty-two and thirty-three machines 
respectively, the baskets being of steel 36 in. in 
diameter by 18 in. deep. There are four dis­
tributing mixers, one for each row of machines, 
and each mixer is driven by its own electric motor 
through bevel and worm gear.

A motor of the vertical type—which runs at 
about 1,200 revs, per minute—is placed above eaca 
machine for driving purposes, and connected to 
the centrifugal by a special form of friction clutch, 
this clutch also acting as a flexible coupling. The 
switches are of special design, being interlocked 
with the brakes, so that it is impossible for the 
brake and current to be “ on ” at the same time. 
The important duty of suspending the machine is 
carried out by the “solid ” type of spindle, having 
the makers’ well known arrangements of ball and 
sleeve bearing, with its self-adjusting indiarubber 
buffers.

Each centrifugal is fitted with inside and outside 
steaming apparatus, with an arrangement for 
supplying superheated steam to the baskets, and 
vapour pipes and automatic valves for carrying 
the vapours away from the outer collecting cases. 
All the supporting framing is of mild steel, with a 
steel chequer plate platform 6 ft. 6 in. high, thus 
giving very ample headroom for approach to the 
accessories under the centrifugals. In all, there 
are 83 electric motors embodied in this super plant. 
There was, obviously, keen competition among 
Continental and other makers of centrifugals for 
this valuable contract, and it is very encouraging 
to find that in these days of difficult trading one 
of our own engineering firms should have succeeded 
in securing and carrying out this record order. A 
photograph of the battery of centrifugals appeared 
on page xxvi. of last Circular, and will be shown 
again in next issue.

Arrangements have now been made whereby 
subscriptions to The West India Committee can be 
paid at any of the branches of The Bank of Nova 
Scotia in Jamaica, besides those of the other Banks 
already named. This will no doubt be a conveni­
ence to members in Jamaica, who will now have 
ample opportunity of paying their dues with a 
minimum of trouble, since the Bank of Nova 
Scotia has branches at Kingston, Mandeville, 
Savanna-1 a-Mar, Black River, Montego Bay, St. 
Ann’s Bay, Port Maria, Port Antonio, Spanish 
Town, Morant Bay, and Linstead.

The West India Committee have received the 
following letter from the Treasury in reply to theirs 
of March 24th (published in the West India 
Committee Circular of April 13th), in which they 
urged a reduction in the Spirit Duties :—

Treasury Chambers,
10th May, 1922.

Sir,—The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Treasury have had before them your letter (No. 
7864) of the 24th March last to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in which you express tLe hope that 
it may be found possible to make a substantial re­
duction in the duties on British spirits.

In reply I am to request you to inform your 
Committee that, as it is impossible to treat spirits 
imported from the Colonies more favourably than 
home-manufactured spirits, the duty on rum could 
not be reduced without dealing in the same way 
with home-manufactured spirits; and that, having 
regard, amongst other considerations, to the serious 
loss of Revenue involved, My Lords cannot in pre­
sent circumstances entertain any such proposal.

I am, Sir, etc.,
B. P. Blackett.

The West India Committee fully appreciated that 
it would obviously not be possible to differentiate 
between colonial and home-manufactured spirits; 
but it was hoped that an all-round reduction would 
have been possible in the present high duties, which 
have reduced consumption to such a low level 
that the revenue is suffering.

BRAZILIAN SUGAR COMBINE.

The Brazilian valorisation plan in connection 
with sugar, along lines similar to that used to con­
trol the coffee crop, has, according to a report to 
the Department of Commerce at Washington, finally 
been put into effect. The plan was originally ap­
proved on January 22nd. It provides for a mini­
mum price of 600 reis per kilo (about £18 10s. a 
ton) for first-grade sugar at Pernambuco.

Maintenance of this price is to be effected by the 
creation of a National Sugar Export Bank, to pur­
chase in the open market sugar in such quantity 
as may be necessary for the purpose. At the date 
of the report the Pernambuco price was about 
£12 10s. a ton. Stocks available for export at that 
date were 3,000 tons at Pernambuco and about 
50,000 tons at Rio de Janeiro.

Facts about Sugar states that receipts of 1921-22 
crop sugar at Pernambuco, to March 22nd, were 
3,146,900 bags (207,695 ordinary tons), against 
2,220,800 bags to the corresponding date in 1921.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The 
West India Committee who have not yet paid their 
subscription for the current year are requested to 
do so at once.
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THE SUGAR-CANE IN JAVA.

The Java sugar industry is especially interesting, 
in that Java sugar enjoys no preferential treat­
ment in any country, and yet flourishes, even in 
Holland. The following description of the 
methods of cultivation employed is taken from an 
article by the well-known Dr. Prinsen-Geerligs, ih 
“ Commercial Holland.”

The land on which the sugar-cane is planted in 
Java, as a rule does not belong to the sugar planter, 
but is rented by the estate either from the native 
population or, as is the case in the residencies of 
Djokdjakarta and Soerakarta, from the semi-inde­
pendent native rulers. The sugar-cane is almost 
exclusively planted in irrigated fields, the irriga­
tion works being the same as those in use for the 
rice cultivation; and the use of these goes with the 
land, so that the irrigation facilities accompany 
the tracts of land taken in for cane cultivation. It 
results from this method of acquiring land that 
the cane is planted alternately with rice and 
other crops, and the common use is to plant the 
same field with cane once in three years, to cut 
the latter after something over a year after being 
planted, and to restore the land to the native 
owner, who grows rice, tapioca, tobacco, beans, or 
other articles in the interval, while in every case 
rice is the crop which immediately precedes the 
cultivation of cane.

As soon as the rice has been cut in the field 
selected for cane cultivation, which may be in 
April or May, the land is prepared for this latter 
cultivation. First the soil, which in the cultiva­
tion of rice has been soaked with water for many 
months, has to be drained of the superfluous 
moisture. In cases of loose soil, the whole field 
is sometimes first ploughed several times in various 
directions, but in the heavy soil of the greater 
part of the sugar districts, ploughing gives too 
much trouble, and it is then treated after the 
Reynoso system. This consists in digging 
trenches, which serve for draining the subsoil 
water, as well as afterwards for supplying the irri­
gation water; and crosswise intersected gutters and 
rows, in which later on the plants are to be en­
trusted to the soil. Then the field remains ex­
posed to wind and sunshine for some time, say, 
not less than six weeks. In this period the wet, 
stiff clods of earth, impregnated with water, 
crumble away into a grey or light-brown powder; 
and the mineral plant-food contained in the soil, 
such as potash, phosphoric acid and minor consti­
tuents, becomes available, owing to the weather­
ing, to be afterwards absorbed by the cane roots 
and to supply food for the plant. When during 
this time, while the fields lie open, rainfall occurs, 
the soil which is washed down is drawn up on the 
banks to prevent the furrows from silting up.

Afterwards the hard bottom of the furrows is 
loosened, or square holes are dug in them. These 
are filled with loose earth; a portion of the 
weathered soil of the banks is pushed into the 
furrow, and then the field is ready to receive the 
seedling.

This seedling consists of the top of the sugar­
cane, which measures a few joints and, as a rule, 
carries three buds or eyes.

They are cut from the ripe canes at the time of 
their being crushed, and also from cane intention­
ally planted for this purpose and which is still in 
an unripe state.

The tops used for planting are cut in pieces of 
the desired length; the trash is stripped off, those 
infected with insects or fungi, or those which are 
shrivelled or sickly are carefully selected and con­
demned, while the sound ones are disinfected by 
means of coppersalts or tar before being planted.

Next the tops thus prepared are laid down in 
the rows lengthwise and horizontally one after the 
other, then covered with a layer of earth, after 
which they are irrigated. This irrigation is re­
peated every four or five days—afterwards, how­
ever, at longer intervals—till the cane has grown 
up well. The rainy season will then set in and 
render further irrigation superfluous. Before that 
time, however, still during the dry season, as the 
stalks of the cane develop, they are banked up; 
the secondary stalks sprout, the formation of roots 
is hastened and the the cane stands firmly in the 
field.

Together with the second and third banking 
the fields are manured, chiefly with nitrogenous 
fertilisers, such as sulphate of ammonia, oilcake, 
saltpetre, and the like.

Weeding is only necessary as long as the cane 
is not sufficiently high; as soon as the leaves shade 
the ground, the weeds die off. During the youth 
of the cane the insects which may harm it, such 
as boring caterpillars, beetle-larvae, and termites, 
are caught; but all labour is suspended as soon as 
the last banking has taken place and the monsoon 
has made the roads impracticable.

When afterwards the dry season sets in, the 
trash is removed from the stalks and soon after­
ward the harvest begins.

The cane is, for this purpose, dug out as far as 
the old seed, and rooted up as completely as 
possible, care being taken to leave as little cane 
in the ground as possible. The adhesive earth 
and rootlets are scraped off, the tops with the 
green leaves are cut off, being used as cattfe food, 
and the clean stalks are carried to the factory.

It is obvious that all these operations, especially 
the annual digging up of almost 400,000 acres of 
land, into deep furrows, requires an enormous 
quantity of labourers, and it is very fortunate that 

-— a dense population of thrifty people is found in 
the island of Java to allow the cultivation to be 
done so intensively as is required there to produce 
a good crop. The labourers have their dwelling 
houses in the vicinity of the factories, and are 
entirely free. They are available when they are 
wanted, and need neither be paid nor provided 
for during the time when there is no work to be 
done.

Subscriptions to The West India Committee be­
came renewable on January’ ist last.
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SUGAR IN MAURITIUS.

In a lecture on “ Mauritius To-day,” delivered 
recently before the Fellows of the Royal Colo­
nial Institute, Dr. H. A. Tempany, Director of 
Agriculture in the island, said that sugar was easily 
King in Mauritius. Plantations of sugar-cane com­
prised over 80 per cent, of all the cultivated land, 
and occupied more than one-third of the whole 
island. The sugar crops for the past five years had 
averaged nearly a quarter of a million tons, and, 
with the exception of British India, Mauritius was 
the largest sugar-producing unit in the British Em­
pire. The phenomenal prosperity which the plan­
ters had enjoyed at the close of the war had been 
followed by the inevitable reaction, but Dr. Tem­
pany testified that up to the present the resulting 
depression had not been so severe as in some sugar- 
producing countries. A striking feature of the 
Mauritian industry in recent years had been the 
rapid increase in the area cultivated by Indians. 
Most people who knew anything about Mauritius, 
knew that Indian labour had been imported to work 
the sugar plantations; but the inhabitants of the 
colony were usually identified in the public mind 
with the French Creole population, and probably 
very few realised how large was the proportion of 
Indians. They were, indeed, a preponderating 
element in the population, forming over two-thirds 
of the total. The great majority of the Europeans, 
it was true, were of French descent, but Europeans 
numbered only about 20,000 out of a total of 
370,000, whereas Indians numbered 260,000. In 
the last decade the area of sugar plantations in the 
hands of Indian agriculturists had almost doubled, 
and now amounted to nearly half of the total area 
under sugar-cane. This was due to the extension of 
the practice of dividing up estates into small hold­
ings, which were sold on easy terms to small plan­
ters, the conditions of sale usually including stipu­
lations that the land should be cultivated in canes 
and the produce sold to a specified factory on agreed 
terms. In practically every case the payment for 
the cane was fixed in terms of sugar—that was, for 
each ton of cane delivered to the factory, so much 
sugar, or its equivalent value in cash, had to be 
paid to the grower. The actual amounts paid 
usually range between 60 lbs. and 72 lbs. of sugar 
per ton of cane, and Dr. Tempany considered that, 
under average market conditions, these terms must 
be regarded as distinctly liberal—the result of the 
keen competition between the factories. Altogether 
there were fifty-four sugar factories in Mauritius, 
ranging in productive capacity from 1,500 tons to 
15,000 tons, and while some of them drew their sup­
plies of cane mainly from the estates to which they 
were attached, the majority were largely dependent 
on outside sources of supply—in other words, the 
small planter. Very few, if any, of the factories 
were completely up-to-date, though almost all pos­
sessed modem machinery. Improvements were 
being steadily introduced, and Dr. Tempany looked 
to the further increase of labour-saving machinery, 
both in the factories and more especially in the 
methods of cultivation, to provide a solution of the 
labour problem, which in Mauritius, as. in other 
parts of the world, was coming into prominence now 

that the tide of prosperity had returned ; for even 
in that remote island wages had gone up while the 
number of working hours had gone down. On the 
other side, the war had brought about the formation 
of a planters’ syndicate, to which practically all the 
more important sugar producers had adhered, for 
the purpose of marketing the crop on a co-operative 
basis.

Dr. Tempany has issued a Bulletin (No. 233) 
dealing with the experiments on varieties of seed­
ling canes conducted by the Department of Agricul­
ture of that Colony during the season 1918-20.

The results of the observations were that both on 
the low-country and up-country plots twenty-one 
varieties showed themselves to be superior to the 
White Tanna, which is the standard cane of the 
Mauritius sugar industry. Those which appeared 
suitable for low-country conditions, but not so suit­
able for up-country estates, were Sealy Seedling, 
D.117, P.O.J. 213, 33/55, 10804, and 26708, while 
the following appeared to be better suited to up- 
country conditions : D.K. 74/25, D.K. 74/70, 
33/100, 33/187, 18807, 33/95, 33/229.

The most promising of the canes which appeared 
to suit both conditions were the Demerara seedlings 
D.109, R.P.6, R.P.8, and R.P.73, the Barbados 
seedlings B.6308, and the Mauritius seedlings 7500, 
33/231, and 55/1182. The highest sucrose content 
of these was given by 33/231 (13.8 per cent.), and 
the lowest by R.P.6 (11.5 per cent.).

In 1920, two hundred and sixteen new seedlings 
were advanced a stage by being planted out, and 
twenty new varieties from Queensland, Hawaii, and 
Barbados introduced for observance.

BRITISH GUIANA SUGAR CROP.
“ Sugar ” publishes the following figures as re­

gards the British Guiana sugar industry :—

Period

Area under 
cultivation 

in acres

Tons 
of sugar 

exported 
per annum

Tons 
of sugar 

produced 
per annum

1879-83 ... ... 81,270 103,860 110,560
1884-88 ... ... 80,690 113,820 121,120
1889-93 ... ... 79,630 110,900 118,600
1894-98 ... ... 79,640 106,620 109,620
1899-03 ... ... 74,170 106,260 114,260
1904-08 ... ... 75,580 110,830 118,830
1.909-13 ... ... 72,640 94,820 102,820
1914-18 ... ... 76,673

Average 
tons sugar 
exported 

per annum 
per acre

109,700

Average 
tons sugar 
produced 

per annum 
per acre

117,700

Average 
tons sugar 
obtained 

per annum 
per acre

Period cultivated culti vated harvested

1879-83 ... 1.30 1.35 1.60
1884-88 ... 1.40 1.50 1.75
1889-93 ... 1.40 1.50 1.75
1894-98 ... 1.30 1.35 1.60
1899-03 ... 1.45 1.55 1.90
1904-08 ... 1.45 1.50 1.95
1909-13 ... 1.30 1.40 1.75
1914-18 ... 1.45 1.55 1.90

Captain Betram S. Thesiger, C.B., C.M.G., has 
been appointed a Naval Aide-de-Camp to the King, 
in place of Captain Henry T. Buller, C.B., C.V.O., 
A.D.C., promoted to flag rank.
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FACTORY WORK IN HAWAII.

In a review of the Hawaiian factory results for 
the 1921 crop in Sugar News of the Philippines, Mr. 
E. T. Westley points out how the factory work has 
improved from year to year in Hawaii. But, he 
says, there is another side to the story. In spite 
of high extraction, good press work, and good 
low grade work, less sugar was recovered from the 
sugar brought to the mill in cane than in any year 
since 1913. During 1921, 85.86 per cent, of the 
sugar in the cane was recovered as commercial 
sugar. In the last ten years there are only two 
lower years; the lowest on record was in 1913, when 
84.95 per cent, was bagged, and the other was in 
1912j when 85.66 per cent, was recovered. During 
1913 the extraction was 94.25, and in 1921 the 
average was 97.43. There is no record of the 
average final molasses for 1913, but it is sure to 
have been of a very high purity. We find, therefore, 
that after a lot of hard work and the expenditure of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to improve extrac­
tion and reduce the purity of the final molasses, a 
smaller percentage of the sugar brought to the mill 
in the cane is actually bagged than in other years 
when extractions were less and gravity purities of 
final molasses were higher. For instance, the year 
1914 shows an average extraction of 95.46 per cent., 
or 1.97 per cent, less than 1921; the gravity purity 
of final molasses was 40.40, or 1.87 higher than 1921, 
yet in that year 86.56 per cent, of the sugar in the 
cane was bagged, as against 85.86 per cent, in 1921, 
or 0.70 per cent. more. In 1914 the average first- 
expressed juice purity was 88.71, in 1921 it was 
86.22, or 2.49 lower. The mixed juice purity in 
1914 averaged 85.70, and in 1921 it was 82.77, or 
2.93 less. The average syrup purity in 1914 was 
87.31, in 1921 it was 83.90, or a drop of 3.41; and 
Mr. Westley, drawing his conclusions from the 
above facts, says : 4< High extraction with present 
method of extracting lowers the purities consider­
ably, and one may have 100 per cent, extraction at 
the mill, and the molasses may be reduced to a 
very low gravity purity, yet the recovery will be 
low if the purity of the juice is low. If the energy 
and money spent on increasing extraction had been 
spent in trying to get high purity cane to the mills, 
the writer feels sure that more sugar would have 
been recovered.”

The estimated taxation per head of British sub­
jects within the British Isles and the Dependencies 
is. according to the Westminster Gazette of May 
4th :

Population. Per head.
The British Isles 42,000,000 £22 0 6
Straits Settlements ... 1,100,000 4 7 5
Hong Kong ... 500,000 2 6 0
British Guiana 300 000 3 1 0
Trinidad .............. 260,000 3 18 8
Jamaica 650,000 1 7 8
Mauritius .............. 373,000 2 8 0
Gold Coast .............. 1,500,000 1 0 0
Ceylon... 3,500,000 0 13 0
Kenya ... 4,000,000 0 12 6
Uganda 3,500,000 0 4 10
Nigeria 15,000,000 0 .3 81

SUGAR IN THE UNITED STATES.
Some Interesting Statistics.

Some interesting statistics have been published 
by the Research Division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce of the United States. 
From these it appears that the United States con­
sumed 10,548,451,000 pounds of sugar in 1921, or 
28.4 per cent, of the world production. This re­
presents an increase of 8.4 per cent, over the con­
sumption in 1920, and is 25.9 per cent, larger than 
the average consumption for the 10-year period end­
ing 1920 (8,376,936,656 pounds). The per-capita 
consumption in 1921 was the largest in the history 
of the country, amounting to 97.8 pounds, com­
pared with 91.4 pounds in 1920, 85.3 in 1913, and 
58.8 pounds in 1900.

Sugar production in continental United States in 
1921 was 2,532,246,160 pounds, an increase of 30.2 
per cent, over the 1911-20 average (1,944,565,760 
pounds). Domestic production supplied 24.1 per 
cent, of the consumption in 1921, as compared 
with 17.4 per cent, in 1920 and 23.7 per cent, in 
1919. Of the domestic production, cane-sugar 
made up 352,204,160 pounds in 1921, an increase 
of 45 per cent, over 1920, but 30 per cent, less than 
the average for 1911-20 (504,132,160 pounds). On 
the other hand, 2,180,042,000 pounds of beet sugar 
were produced, the largest output in history, and 
51 per cent, larger than the average for the 10-year 
period ending 1920 (1,440,433,600 pounds).

The non-contiguous territories of the United States 
supplied 2,132,926,730 pounds of sugar for con­
sumption in this country in 1921, which is very 
near the average for 1911-20 (2,099,446,651 pounds). 
The amount supplied by the territories in 1921 was 
20.2 per cent, of the American domestic consump­
tion for that year, compared with 19.9 per cent, 
in 1920.

Of the amount supplied by non-contiguous terri­
tories, 977,738,902 pounds came from Hawaii, 
818,043,880 from Porto Rico, and 337,143,948 
pounds from the Philippine Islands. This repre­
sents a slight decrease from 1920 in the case of 
Hawaii and Porto Rico, but an increase of more 
than 600 per cent, from the Philippines. This large 
percentage of increase from the Philippines was due 
to the fact that receipts from there in 1920 were 
abnormally small (45,387,719 pounds) and the 
amount in 1921 unusually large.

Imports from foreign countries in 1921 
(6,673,041,867 pounds) were less than for 1920 
(7,550,195,838 pounds), but larger than the 1911-20 
average (5,034,307,260 pounds). Foreign imports 
supplied 55.7 per cent, of the consumption in 1921, 
62.7 per cent, in 1920, and 52 per cent, in 1919.

Exports during the year totalled 789,263,707 
pounds, a decrease of 45 per cent, compared with 
1920, but a small increase over the average for the 
1911-20 period (701,483,015 pounds).

The present sugar refining capacity of Canada is 
stated to be 700,000 tons per annum, while the 
consumption of refined sugar in the Dominion is 
a very little over 300,000 tons.
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GUIANA’S COLONISATION.

Lecture by Hon. Cecil Clementi.

The Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G., Colonial Secre­
tary of British Guiana, read an interesting paper 
on the subject of “ Colonisation in British Guiana ’ 
at a meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute last 
Tuesday, May 23rd, in the course of which he 
said that the earliest extant record of any settle­
ment in the area comprised by our South American 
Colony occurred in minutes of the Zeeland Chamber 
of the Dutch West India Company in 1626, this 
occupation being in the nature of a post for trading 
with the aborigines, chiefly in anatto dye. In 
spite of Sir Walter Raleigh’s dreams, there never 
was within this region any native township what­
soever, nor even any large village. At the census 
of 1921, the aborigines were enumerated to be 
9,150 souls, and it is doubtful whether they ever 
muclh exceeded that number, so that practically, 
when the Dutch first settled in the Essequebo and 
Berbice rivers, Guiana was an empty land. With 
the help of slave labour, agriculture was begun, 
and in 1664 the first sugar-mill was established at 
Brouwershoek. About 1750 the Essequebo and 
Demerara rivers, which Ihad hitherto been jealously 
reserved for Dutchmen, were thrown open to all 
nations, and Englishmen rapidly availed themselves 
of the privilege, a fair number of settlers being 
attracted from Barbados, Antigua, and other West 
Indian islands. By 1760, according to Gravesande, 
Englishmen were in a majority in Demerara—a 
fact to which the subsequent cession of the Colony 
to the British Crown must, no doubt, be mainly 
attributed.

Last year’s census revealed the distressing fact 
that the Colony’s total population numbered only 
297,691 souls—less by 41,572 than the number of 
immigrants introduced since 1831 ! Mr. Clementi 
considers that the causes of this disastrous record 
originated in i6 the migration to the coast,” begun 
in Dutch days. As a second reason for the failure 
of colonisation, the lecturer assigned the anomalous 
Constitution under which the Colony is governed— 
66 a Constitution unique in the British Empire, and 
thr creature of pure mischance.” He continued :

It is open to doubt whether .... the abolition 
of the College of Kiezers has not been a disadvan­
tage. For, when sugar was king, the Combined 
Court did at least continuously pursue a policy 
which (it was hoped) would benefit the sugar in­
dustry. But since the reforms of 1891, it is ques­
tionable whether any definite policy whatever has 
been consistently pursued by the Combined Court.”

As for the future, Mr. Clementi regards it as 
essential that a Government should be set up which 
can really govern, and from which the power of the 
purse is not withheld. “ The Colony is as yet 
unripe for any form of dominion self-government,” 
and there should be an official, not an unofficial, 
majority in the Colony’s body politic. Given this 
and the necessary funds, the best plan would be 
to organise a sound scheme of free emigration from 
India. The prime requisite in such a scheme was 

the establishment of cheap, regular and direct lines 
of communication between India and British 
Guiana. The tide of migration once set flowing, 
both countries benefited.

He must not be misinterpreted as advocating 
abandonment of the coastal estates, which were 
the. most important tangible assets that the Colony 
possessed to-day. But the experience of a hun­
dred years proved that we could not hope to get a 
natural increment from a population settled en­
tirely on the coast, and that, therefore, a deter­
mined attempt should now be made to establish 
centres of population, well above sea-level, at the 
most suitable places in the interior of the Colony, 
and to make those centres easily accessible. Eight 
years’ service in British Guiana had convinced him 
that the Colony held wonderful potentialities. It 
was capable of producing all the sugar that this 
country could consume. It should supply the 
British West Indies with their rice and beef. It 
should furnish the Empire with quantities of valu­
able hardwood. It should be the source from 
which we obtained our chief supplies of alumina 
and abrasives. It might well be found capable of 
yielding a large output of gold and diamonds. It 
should be both the tropical garden of the great 
northern Dominion of Canada, and also a land of 
promise for East Indians who found the struggle 
for existence too hard in their native country. If 
these aspirations were fulfilled, any investment in 
British Guiana of the capital and of the man-power 
available within the British Empire would be richly 
repaid. _________

BYGONE BUDGETS AND SUGAR.

Recalling former Budgets, the Manchester Guar­
dian of March 29th reminds its readers that the his­
tory of the sugar duties provides a whole series of 
political and Parliamentary crises, partly because, 
for a long period, it was more or less associated with 
the fierce struggle over the slave trade. Thus in 
the “ electioneering ” Budget of 1841 the Whigs 
suggested a reduction in the duties on foreign sugar, 
and Parliament was at once aflame. Abolitionists 
and West Indian planters were for once of one mind, 
for a reduction on slave-grown sugar from foreign 
countries was equally obnoxious to both classes, 
and between them they could wield great influence. 
In the debate, remarkable speeches were made by 
Gladstone, who included his famous reference to the 
fact that a son of Zachary Macaulay was associated 
with the scheme, and by Macaulay, who made a 
fiery reply. In the end Ministers were beaten by 
36. Peel came in, and in 1844 his Government was 
involved in another sugar crisis. Again, in 
Gladstone’s famous period as Chancellor he found 
that sugar could always raise difficulties in a Budget. 
And one ought perhaps to include the famous scene 
in the House when members were shouting with 
laughter over the constant recurrence of the word 
“ sugar ” in a Ministerial statement. The laughter 
persisted till the elder Pitt rose majestic, surveyed 
the House, and exclaimed : “ Sugar, Mr. Speaker. 
I say sugar. Who laughs now ? ”
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VANILLA.

Its Cultivation and Refining.

The following description of the methods of cul­
tivation and curing of vanilla is taken from the Tea 
and Coffee Trade Journal :—

Vanilla plant culture requires a tropical climate, 
hot and moist, with frequent but not excessive rains. 
The fertilisation of the flowers is accomplished natu­
rally by bees and humming birds in Mexico only. 
It is curious that in any other part of the world the 
bees rarely visit the flowers, and if they do they do 
not fertilise them.

In these other countries, therefore, it is necessary 
to fertilise the vanilla blossoms by hand. The opera­
tion is somewhat delicate, but is soon learned suc­
cessfully by the natives. Usually the flowers remain 
open for one day only, and for this reason a large 
number of persons, usually women and children, are 
required for the work in the flowering season.

The best time to fertilise the flowers is between 
eight o’clock in the morning and noon. Fertilisation 
is most successful on a clear day that has been pre­
ceded by a rain. The flowers open up one by one 
on the stalk, but sometimes more than one are open 
at the same time. The average worker uses a small- 
pointed stick the same size and shape as an ordinary 
toothpick. A number of these are carried by the 
operative, and with them he transfers the pollen to 
the stigma of the flower. An average worker can 
fertilise 2,000 flowers a day if the vines should have 
been planted fairly close together.

Nature does not always produce the best beans in 
any particular part of a vanilla district; nor may it 
be said that an estate yielding a well-developed crop 
one year will yield the same the next season. The 
collectors and curers of the reputedly best beans do 
not always grow them on their own estates, but con­
tract for and buy up the best crops from various 
parts of one or more districts and subject these to 
the same method of preparation, in which they 
have become expert.

There are numerous methods adopted for the 
artificial preparing or curing of the vanilla pods. 
They are sometimes cured by the “ hot-water ” 
method or by the “ stove-heat ” method, but gene­
rally by “ sun treatment.” Subjected to any one 
of these, they are rapidly ripened uniformly 
throughout the pod.

The writer has never seen vanilla treated by the 
stove-heat method, but it is understood that in 
cloudy and rainy weather the vanilla pods are cured 
in brick ovens having either brick or cement floors 
and exposed to a heat of 60 deg. C. (140 deg. F.), 
instead of being exposed to the sun. After an ex­
posure of six or eight hours to this heat they are 
subjected to the same treatment as that utilised in 
sun-curing the pods.

Many of the smaller curers employ the hot-water 
method of preparation. This consists in placing the 
green beans of various sizes into baskets and dip­
ping them into water heated to about 90 deg. C. for 
five seconds, withdrawing from the hot water, and 
after short intervals repeating the operation three 
or four times. An alternative method is sometimes 
used, in which the basket is lowered into the water 

for 20 or 25 seconds, after which the beans are 
wrapped up in matting and permitted to “sweat.” 
This method saves a great deal of weight in the 
finished beans, and is therefore one of the methods 
of sophistication.

Sun-curing is the method most generally em­
ployed. The first operation is to “tease” or 
“needle” the pods. This is done by making four 
to six longitudinal scratches from end to end on the 
outer surface of the green pod. The puncture must 
be deep enough to break through the outer skin 
and thus permit the ready escape of moisture during 
the sweating process. It is an advantageous opera­
tion, as it aids in curing the bean uniformly, in that 
there is a free access of air within and without the 
bean at the same time. It also prevents broad 
fissuring of the beans when they are heated in the 
sun preparatory to the sweating process.

The second operation is to spread woollen blankets 
upon floors or terraces built of brick or cement in 
the middle of the forenoon and spreading 40 or 50 
pounds of the green pods upon these. After four 
or five hours, the blankets are wrapped about the 
pods, folded tightly and bound. The bottom of 
the blanket is now reversed and exposed to the sun 
for another two or three hours, and then the bundle 
of beans is placed into tin- or metal-lined wooden 
boxes holding between 600 and 1,000 pounds of the 
pods at a time, and so built as not to permit the 
escape of heat during the 48 hours of sweating.

The sunning and sweating operation is repeated 
not less than ten times. This, however, depends 
entirely on the season of the year and the condition 
of the green bean. The operation, it should be re­
membered, must be repeated until after each suc­
cessive sweating the damp blanket when removed 
shows less and less moisture, or until the pods stiffen 
considerably, indicating that most of the aqueous 
moisture has been eliminated and that the beans are 
now emitting their natural fixed oil.

After each sweating treatment the wet blankets 
are put out to dry, and the beans exposed to the 
sun on dry blankets. After the first sweating of 48 
hours it is customary to subject the pods to sweat 
for only 24 hours at a time before re-exposure to the 
sunning. In curing the Guadeloupe or South 
American vanillas, fibre matting is used more gener­
ally than woollen blankets, and it seems to answer 
the purpose well.

In his lecture delivered before the Institute of 
Jamaica in March, on Rural Jamaica, Mr. Robert 
Stafford Biscoe said that at the present time, in 
that Colony, the evolution of the permanent 
peasant dwelling was :—

1st year.—Building foundations if of stone.
2nd ,, —Uprights and roof.
3rd ,, —Floor boards and partitions.
4th ,, —Wattling one room and fixing door.
5th ,, —Plastering same.

and in the meantime the family lives in a hovel.
“ This sort of living,” Mr. Biscoe goes on to 

say, “ will not suit us at all. We want quick 
houses and good ones, and the societies (local 
agricultural) must do all they can to produce 
them.”



May 25, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 243

ANÆMIA IN PORTO RICO.

The Only Effective Treatment.

By R. B. Hill, B.S., M.D., International Health 
Board, Rockefeller Foundation.

The West India Committee Circular is indebted 
to the Agricultural Extension Notes published by 
the Porto Rico Experimental Station at Mayaguez 
for this valuable treatise on anaemia.

Ankylostomiasis, variously called uncinariasis, 
hookworm, or anaemia, has been so long known in 
Porto Rico that it would seem trite to discuss it 
were it not for the fact that some aspects of the pro­
blem are not clearly understood by many people of 
the island, or if understood, are not acted upon, 
which is not probable.

For centuries travellers and inhabitants had 
noticed the peculiar pallor of the jibaro, and had 
ascribed it to the poor quality of the food he eats. 
When the hurricane of 1898 made thousands desti­
tute, the United States Army at once rushed food 
and supplies to the stricken people. Lieutenant 
Bailey K. Ashford noticed that they did not im­
prove with good food, and soon discovered that the 
anaemia was due to a small parasitic worm, allied 
to the common earthworm, which lived in the in­
testines and sucked the blood of the victim, at the 
same time injecting a poison which further disabled 
him. Up to that time the importance of the para­
site had not been generally recognised.

The Porto Rico Anaemia Commission, composed 
of Drs. Ashford, King, and Gutiérrez, was formed, 
and found almost 100 per cent, of the rural popula­
tion of the island afflicted with the disease. In the 
years from 1903 to 1911 they and their successors 
gave almost half a million treatments, estimating 
that they had treated over one-third of the popula­
tion of the island. Since that time the Department 
of Sanitation has been treating several thousand 
people every year. The importance of this early 
work can hardly be over-estimated. Whereas 11,000 
people died of anaemia in 1900, only 1,100 died in 
1919. Yet in spite of this, a survey of the island 
conducted by the Rockefeller Foundation in 1919 
revealed that almost 90 per cent, of the people still 
suffer from the disease. What is the reason for this 
continued prevalence of anaemia, and what is the 
outlook for the future ?

To begin with, we must note a change m the 
severity of the average case. In 1899 the usual 
case seen was a weak, sickly person, unable to work, 
often swollen with oedema, under-developed, under­
nourished, with perverted appetite, apparent heart 
trouble, and the pallid, pasty complexion that has 
given the common name to the disease m Porto 
Rico. At the present time this severe case is not 
verv common; instead we have a person who may 
be only slightly pale, who tires rather easily, suffers 
from dizzv spells, with dyspepsia, palpitation and 
headache/ and who may feel “run down. ine 
inability to do a good day’s work may make one 
think that he is lazy. Indeed, m the Southern 
States, hookworm and laziness are synonymous. 
Very important, too, is the “ carrier, a person 

who has none of the symptoms of anaemia, but who, 
on examination, is found to carry a few worms, and 
is as dangerous to his fellow-citizens in spreading 
the disease as the severe case. The role of the 
carrier in uncinariasis should be as well recognised 
as it is in typhoid or diphtheria.

It has long been proved that hookworm is con­
tracted ordinarily through the skin, usually of the 
foot by direct contact with earth infected with the 
young worms. It is not true, as commonly sup­
posed, that infection by drinking impure water is 
usual. How do these young worms, or larvae, come 
to be in the soil ? They reach there only in one way : 
by pollution of the soil with the excreta of a per­
son who has these worms in his intestines. Just as 
is the case with many other classes of parasites, this 
worm follows a definite life cycle, the breaking of 
which at any point will cause the eradication of the 
parasite, and hence the elimination of the disease. 
Let us briefly review this life history.

Starting from the adult worm in the human in­
testine—it lives only in the human being, although 
there are closely allied forms in the domestic ani­
mals—we find that the female work, measuring a 
scant half-inch in length, can and does lay about 
500 eggs per day. An average infestation with, say, 
100 females and 25 males would thus produce 
50,000 eggs daily. If we could only breed poultry 
to do as well! Fortunately for us these eggs do not 
hatch in the intestine, but pass out with the dejecta, 
where under favourable conditions they hatch in 
about twenty-four hours into the small larvae, which 
grow in four days to one-thirtieth of an inch in 
length, and are thus barely visible in the best light. 
They are now ready after this short period to enter 
a human being. With proper moisture and warmth 
they can live for some months in this state, ready 
at any time to attack the luckless individual who 
passes, entering through the pores of the skin where 
it comes in contact with the infected soil. This 
piercing of the skin by the minute worm produces 
the intense itching and infection which everyone in 
Porto Rico calls mazamorra. The worms make 
their way into the blood stream and travel to the 
intestine, where in seven weeks they have grown to 
adults and are producing eggs. Thus it is seen that 
the larvae must live at least four days outside the 
body before they can infect a person; and that soon 
after the fourth day they must hawe access to a 
human being or they die. They die rapidly unless 
they have proper shade and moisture. It is 
notorious that most mazamorra occurs during the 
rainy season.

Two methods of attack thus present themselves. 
(1) We can expel all the worms of all the people of 
the island. But one would needs be a St. Patrick 
to drive them all out at the same time, so that there 
remain none to again spread the disease. It is im­
possible. The Government has been treating 
anaemia for twenty years, and it is still almost uni­
versal. (2) We can so dispose of the excreta that 
there will be no chance of infection with the larvae. 
This is the present method of attack. In practice we 
combine the two, treating the people as fast as pos­
sible, but we consider it far more important that 
everyone, rich or poor, old or young, labourer or 
employer, shall recognise the dangers inherent in
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soil pollution; that they shall labour with us to pre­
vent it by placing a latrine at each and every rural 
home, and so placing latrines in the fincas that they 
will be readily accessible to the peones, who must 
be encouraged to use them at all times, and thus 
confine the larvae and prevent infection. As an ac­
cessory factor it is desirable to wear shoes, but this 
would not be necessary if the soil were not polluted 
with human ordure. The wearing of shoes will 
usually prevent infection, but tlhis is only a make-, 
shift. The use of latrines strikes at the root of the 
evil. Furthermore, the use of the latrines helps to 
rid us of other intestinal diseases, such as typhoid, 
dysentery, and diarrhoea, and is a definite sanitary 
advance. It paves the way for further advances 
for the people; it is progress.

We thus see that the disease has continued all 
these years because people have continued to infect 
the soil; they have not built and used latrines as 
they should have done. Over 80 per cent, of the 
homes of Porto Rico have no sanitary convenience 
whatever. As long as this condition obtains, hook­
worm disease will flourish in spite of all efforts to 
eradicate it. Experience has shown that anaemia 
declines as sanitation advances. The Government 
of Porto Rico is spending $80,000 every year in 
combating anaemia, while the Rockefeller Founda­
tion has also entered upon a five-year programme 
in co-operation with the Government, but these 
agencies will accomplish little without the under­
standing and help of the people of Porto Rico.

DYESTUFFS AND DISEASE.

Successful Experiment with Filariasis.

It is a property of certain dyestuffs, even in high 
dilution, to kill speedily the protozoa or parasites 
in syphilis, filariasis and similar diseases. Such is 
the claim advanced by Dr. Albert Renshaw and 
Mr. T. H. Fairbrother in a joint paper on “ The 
Relation between Chemical Constitution and Anti­
septic Action in the Coal-tar Dyes,” which was 
read before a meeting of the Society of Chemical 
Industry on March 30th.

Dealing with filariasis, an interesting experi­
ment was quoted. The authors wished to test cer­
tain dyes on the worms present in the blood of a 
patient suffering from this tropical disease. They 
were put in touch with two cases, who presented 
themselves for examination. The blood of the first 
patient examined was found to contain the tiny 
moving worms present in this condition. A solu­
tion of a dye was made and mixed with the patient’s 
blood until a dilution of one in 4,000 resulted. The 
blood being again examined, the filaria were seen 
to be still moving, but within five minutes of mix­
ing the dye with the blood they became dead. The 
whole experiment had taken up but 15 minutes to 
complete, and within this time the patient had the 
satisfaction of knowing that at least one substance 
existed which had a lethal action on his parasites. 
It is believed that this drug may possibly be ad­
ministered intravenously.

SAVING THE BABIES.

Valuable Work in St. Kitts.

The first Report of the Baby-Saving League of 
St. Kitts, which was founded on the 29th January, 
1921 by Mrs. J. A. Burdon, shows that much valu­
able work has been already done by that organisa­
tion. For the purpose of carrying out the objects 
of the League efficiently, the island has been divided 
into three districts, those of Basseterre, Sandy 
Point, and Cayon, and the Committee is confident 
that as a result of the work of the League, the rate 
of infantile mortality has already been appreciably 
reduced, though statistics are not yet available. It 
is believed that the eyes of the community have in­
deed already been opened by the crusade which has 
been carried on by a band of capable and willing 
workers. Crèches have been established, and advice 
is given to 
mothers. As 
an indication 
as to how 
greatly this is 
needed, it may 
be mentioned 
that many 
parents refrain 
from sending 
their infants to 
these crèches 
because they 
are given milk 
instead of solid 
food! Only 
time will wear 
down this pre­
judice.

The funds of 
the League are 
made |up by 
donations, sub­
scriptions, and 
a Government 
grant of £200, and the financial statement shows that 
during the nine months under review, £729 was 
received from these sources, and that there remained 
a balance of £543 in hand on October 31st.

It is unnecessary to say that Mrs. Burdon, who 
is shown on this page with a negro baby which won 
the first prize at the Baby Show organised by the 
League, will be glad to hear from philanthropists 
interested in this movement. The Chairman of the 
Central Committee is Dr. C. R. Durrant, C.M.O., 
the Hon. Treasurer, Miss Majendie, the Hon. Secre­
tary, Mr. D. H. Semper, and the members of the 
Committee, Mrs. J. A. Burdon, Mr. J. R. Yearwood, 
Mrs. Ross, Mr. C. W. Greenidge, and Miss Thibou.

The Circular would be glad to receive reports of 
the work of the other Baby-Saving Leagues as they 
are published. 

The total sugar production of the British West 
Indies, including British Guiana, for 1921-22 is 
estimated by Messrs. Willett and Gray at 235,500 
tons.

A Prize Baby.
Mrs. J. A. Burdon, founder of the 

St. Kitts Baby Saving League, hold­
ing the baby which won the first 
prize at the Baby Show at Basseterre.



May 25, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 245

JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

The production of tea in India last year 
amounted to 345,205,000 lbs., from an area of 
643,000 acres. In addition, there were 53,800 
acres unpicked.

* * *
Vitamine, water-soluble B, has been discovered 

in the leaves of the tea plant by Dr. Shepard, of 
the University of Minnesota. Black and green teas 
were employed in the experiment, and the vita- 
mine appears to have passed through the ferment­
ing and firing stages undamaged.

* * *
Messrs. Lyon and Wilson have ascertained from 

experiments with plants grown in flasks containing 
sterile nutrient solutions, that after a time these 
invariably contained organic nitrogen, although 
none was present to begin with. The plants ex­
perimented with were maize, oats, peas, and vetch.

* * *
Facts9about Sugar states that by intensive cul­

tivation the staff of the Experiment Station of the 
Honolulu Planters’ Association have succeeded in 
obtaining a yield of 15.85 tons (short?) of sugar to 
the acre from a seventeen-acre field, the yield of 
canes being 118 tons to the acre. The cane grown 
appears to have been H.109.

* * *
Various products are obtainable from the pine­

apple. The peel, when macerated in water, yields 
an astringent product which, when fermented with 
sugar, furnishes a drink which is efficient as a 
diuretic or vermifuge, while the crushed leaves 
give a juice which can be used for bleaching plant 
fibres, such as hemp and flax.

* * *
The authorities of the Audubon Sugar School in 

Louisiana have gone into the subject of sugar beet 
growing in Louisiana. The conclusions arrived at 
are that sugar beets can be grown there success­
fully, the tonnage per acre being heavier than the 
average elsewhere, and that, although the sugar 
content is not high, it is high enough for commer­
cial purposes, while the cost of cultivation is low.

* * *
Experimenting with refinery liquors, V. Skola 

found that when these were passed through cakes 
of decolorising carbon in the frames of a filter press, 
washing only removed 6.4 per cent, of the mineral 
matter absorbed by the carbon during filtration, 
and that calcium salts were absorbed by the carbon 
to a much greater extent than potassium or sodium 
salts. The latter salts were easily washed out of 
the cake, but the lime salts were held.

* *
The year 1920 was a record one in the diamond 

industrv of South Africa, the estimated value of 
the diamonds from all sources being £14,762,899. 
Of this amount, £12,289,602 came from mines, 
£2,441,440 from alluvial washing, and £31,867 
from debris washing. As regards the distribution 
of the industry, 1,364,706 carats came from the 
Kimberley district, 905,297 carats from the Trans­
vaal, and 275,014 carats from the Orange Free 
State.

Messrs. Ayres and Mudge, associated with the 
Dairy Division of the United States Department of 
Agriculture have recently isolated two streptococci 
from a commercial butter “ starter.” One of these 
belonged to the Streptococcus lacticus group, and 
the other corresponded to the S. kefir type. The 
former, in pure culture, produced but little volatile 
acid in milk, although the total acidity was high. 
The latter, however, in the presence of the former, 
caused production of volatile acids in considerable 
quantities. The characteristic acidity and flavour 
of the original starter were reproduced when the 
two organisms were combined in one culture.

* * . *
The influence on soil and crops of the use of green 

manures at different stages of growth has been 
made the subject of investigation by L. C. Martin, 
who publishes his results in Bulletin 406 of the 
Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Sta­
tion. The plants used for the green manuring 
were rye, oats, and buckwheat, and the conclusion 
arrived at, judged from the rapidity of humus for­
mation, the accumulation of nitrates, and the in­
creased availability of the plant nutrients, was that 
the greatest benefit was derived from the use of 
green manures at the half-grown stage.

* * *
In an article on 44 Liming as a means of Soil 

Amendment ” in the West Indian Bulletin (Vol. 
xix., No. 2), Mr. F. Hardy, the Chemist of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, comes to the 
conclusion from the numerous data that exist on 
the subject, that soil acidity is not, per se, always 
an objectionable condition which invariably re­
quires an application of lime for its correction. 
There is much need, Mr. Hardy goes on to say, for 
further investigation on the subject, for liming 
should in future be looked upon as an exact opera­
tion to be performed only when accurate informa­
tion regarding the significance of the various fac­
tors that might be involved in its employment has 
been accumulated for the particular soil and par­
ticular crop.

=& *
There are large areas of wild fibre plants in 

Colombia, which, according to the United States 
Consul at Baranquilla, have been hitherto of little 
value. Recent experiments, however, have resulted 
in the perfection of a machine that will reduce to 
fibre the leaves of plants of the wild pineapple 
family, from which are produced some of the finest 
vegetable fibres known—Bromelia Sylvestris and 
Bromelin Piñuela. The fibre from the former is 
divisible into one ten-thousandth of an inch. It 
has as much tensile strength as flax; it fully as 
well resists the action of water, and it takes dye 
perfectly and with a good gloss. The Indians used 
it for fish-nets, and their mummies were wrapped 
in it, some of the latter recently discovered and 
opened showing the fibre in a good state of pre­
servation. Bromelia Piñuela has also been long 
recognised as a valuable plant fibre, and large sums 
have been spent in efforts to perfect means for its 
mechanical reduction. Owing to its greater and 
more accessible supply in Colombia, this will be the 
first fibre produced in commercial quantities.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 221.)

In spite of its many shortcomings, the enumera­
tion of which, one found, did not in the least 
offend the inhabitants, Kingston is not without 
its attraction to the visitor. It has several very 
pleasant oases, such as the Jamaica Club, of bound­
less hospitality, standing in a walled garden at the 
top of a short flight of steps in Hanover Street, 
and the Myrtle Bank Hotel, with a delightful lawn 
studded with coco-nut palms, running down to the 
water’s edge, where local society mingles with 
American tourists on Saturday nights and dances 
to the inspiring music of the band of the West 
India Regiment. These musicians, now attired in 
the khaki uniform which they wore on active ser­
vice, will soon be 
donning once more 
the picturesque 
Zouave uniform, 
with its full blue 
knickerbockers, white 
gaiters, scarlet 
sleeveless tunic, and 
tasselled turban, 
which owes its 
origin to a fancy 
of Queen Victoria. 
Seeing some French
Turcos so attired, 

askedQueenthe 
why 
have 
too, 
were

we should not 
some Turcos. 

and so orders 
given that

Zouave uniforms 
should be served out 
to the West India 
Regiment, which 
has worn them ever 
since.

One has to admit 
that the best hotels 
in Jamaica are those 
under American 

Tempo di Marcia.

every thing youyou,

ask contingent give un - to If I should ask for a

Hop off of you can-tingent, Hop off of

you.

new pair of shoes all want is a hop off of you.

The “ B W.l.’s” Marching Song.

management. They are also the most expensive, 
and this so impressed itself upon Sir Richard 
Stapley, a wealthy merchant, who was visiting 
Jamaica for the benefit of his health in company 
with Dr. R. J. Campbell, that he there and then 
purchased the deserted Constant Spring Hotel, 
which had been closed since the early days of the 
war, and threw it open to visitors—all within a 
space of three weeks. Sending in to Kingston for 
the largest Union Jack procurable, he triumphantly 
flew it over the hotel to show that there was still 
such a thing as British enterprise. This public- 
spirited visitor had in his mind the possibility of 
using the building eventually as a kind of technical 
institute; but the proposal did not meet with 
much support. To the regret of all who had met 

him. Sir Richard Stapley died at sea on his way 
to England.

Another hotel of the first order in Kingston is 
that dedicated to the South Camp Road, in which 
it stands. It was there that I first heard the 
correct rendering of a song which was being 
whistled, sung and played all over the town. The 
occasion was a dinner given by the officers of the 
British West Indies Regiment. The genial Major 
E. G. Ogle was in the chair, and was supported by 
Colonel Pinnock, Lieut.-Colonel Pomeroy, Major 
C. S. Sanguinetti, Mr. “ Sam ” Burke, Kingston’s 
exceedingly popular polo-playing magistrate, and 
other veterans. Speeches were followed by an im­
promptu concert, in the course of which the song in 
question was first lustily sung by the junior officers 
present, and then taken up by us all. Its name 
was “ Hop-Off Contingent ”; its words, of which 
the precise meaning and significance have yet to 
be discovered, run :—

“ Hop off of you
Contingent.

Hop off of you.
Everything you ask 

Contingent.
Give unto you.
If I should ask for a 

new pair of shoes 
All I want is a hop 

off of you,Contin­
gent

Hop off . . .”

—and so on, da 
capo, over and over 
again. This remark­
able song, which 
had put “Jonah in 
de belly of de 
whale,” and other 
old favourites, com-
pletely into the
shade, was evolved 
by the men of the, 
Jamaican c o n t i n- 
gents whilst they 
were in camp await­
ing the transports 
which were to take 
them to the front.

It made an effective marching song.
Jamaica contributed by far the largest number 

of men of any of the West Indian Colonies to the 
British West Indies Regiment, whose official birth­
day was October 26th, 1915, when it was announced 
that the King had been graciously pleased to ap­
prove of the formation of a corps from the con­
tingents of the inhabitants of the West India islands 
under that name. Out of a total of 15,501 men 
who served in the B.W.I.’s, as they were called, 
no fewer than 10,380 were Jamaicans, and one can­
not say too much in praise of those gallant fellows 
who volunteered for active service and crossed up­
wards of four thousand miles of ocean to face 
dangers from an unknown foe in a climate to which 
they were totally unaccustomed, setting, incident-
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ally, an example to many a young man who was 
content to follow the war from the secure retreat 
of a West Indian estate or office, and grumbled if 
its exigencies interfered with his trade.

In his book, “ Roaming through the West 
Indies*,” that breezy American traveller, Mr. 
Harry A. Franck, gives publicity to what are worse 
than disparaging remarks about the B.W.I.’s. 
Says he :—

“ Official reports credit the ‘ B.W.I.’ Regiments 
with ‘ excelling in many acts of bravery ’; private in­
formation, even from some of the very men who dic­
tated the official reports, has a different tenor. Ac­
cording to this they were useless in actual warfare, 
not a man of them having died facing the enemy. 
Even as labour battalions they were not worth their 
keep, and their conduct was such that both the French 
and the Italians protested against their being stationed 
within reach of the civil population.”

Had he been present at the dinner at the South 
Camp Road Hotel, and had he there ventured to 
make this unwarrantable assertion, he would have 
returned to his lodging a sad but wiser man. The 
officers present would have told him of the courage 
of their men in the face of the enemy, of their 
steadiness under fire; how, on the Western front, 
they humped three tons of shells where the English 
Tommy humped one, and how their gallant bayonet 
charge in Palestine won the admiration of the 
Colonial troops. To this both Lord Haig and Lord 
Allenby have lent the weight of their testimony 
and to suggest that such eminent British officers 
would “ cook ” their reports to serve political ends 
is, to say the least of it, ridiculous.

But if Mr. Franck is unwilling to take the word 
oF a British officer, let him read what Mr. W. T. 
Massey, The Times correspondent with the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, wrote :—

“ I have just returned from witnessing our mounted 
men’s triumphant capture of Amman. . . . The Anzac 
Mounted Division east of the Jordan were assisted by 
some infantry, including a battalion of British West 
Indians, whose gallant bayonet charge on the banks of 
the Jordan won the admiration of the colonial 
veterans.”

Before me lies a letter from Brigadier-General 
E. W. Chaytor, which Mr. Franck and his in­
formants would do well to digest also. That dis­
tinguished officer, now Commandant of the New 
Zealand Defence Force, was in command of the 
Australian and New Zealand Mounted Divisions, 
under whom the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 
British West Indies Regiment served throughout 
the operations in the Jordan Valley. He writes :—

“Statements to the effect that the British West 
Indies Regiment was useless, that it did not distin­
guish itself in the advance to Amman, and that the 
favourable reports about the Regiment published in 
General Orders were untrue, and were only prompted 
for diplomatic reasons, are absolutely false, and I

*“ Roaming through the West Indies.” By Harry A. Franck (T. Fisher 
Unwin).

assure you that all I said of the B.W.I.’s, either in my 
reports or when speaking to them at Ram Allah on 
25th November, 1918, was true, and was prompted by 
no other motive than my appreciation of their work 
and of the great assistance they had given to me and 
my division during a difficult operation.

“ Previous to the two British West Indies Battalions 
coming under my command in the Jordan Valley, I 
had not met them, nor have 1 ever been in the West 
Indies or had any interest there; consequently I could 
have had no reason to favour them, and it must be 
obvious that neither the G.O.C. N.Z.M.R. Brigade nor 
I was likely to award an undue share of the credit for 
the success of the operations to an attached unit. Fur­
ther, no one ever tried to influence me as to what I 
should say in my reports on the B.W.I.’s or on any 
other unit. Those for the period when the B.W.I.’s 
were under my command were rendered direct to 
G.H.Q., and Lord Allenby is the last man to allow, 
still less to instruct, a subordinate to give praise 
which he considered was not deserved.

“My knowledge of the work done by the B.W.I.’s 
was derived from reports by the G.O.C. New Zealand 
Mounted Rifles Brigade, and from officers on my staff, 
and also from personal observation of their work in 
the line, of much of their fighting on the 19th, 20th, 
and 21st September, and of the condition of the 1st 
Battalion when it arrived at Amman, and its work 
there.

“Since my reports were written, I have frequently 
heard officers and men of the N.Z.M.R. Brigade, who 
had fought alongside the B.W.I.’s, speak of them, 
and all, without exception, have expressed apprecia­
tion of the ‘ Westies ’ and of the help they gave to the 
Brigade.”

(To be continued.}

A member of The West India Committee, resi­
dent in Cuba, writes :—

“ You are no doubt aware that the Cuban sugar crop 
for this year is to be very much under the two pre­
vious years. And that the enormous fires that have 
occurred during this grinding season, and also with 
the unprecedented drought Cuba has been suffering 
from during the last five months, sugar people need 
not trouble their heads about curtailing the sugar crop 
during the coming season. Next season’s crop will be 
very much smaller than whatever the present crop may 
be.”

In the course of a paper recently read before the 
Section of Tropical Diseases at the Royal Society of 
Medicine, Dr. John Anderson showed that true 
dysentery accounted for about 5 per cent., whilst 
other intestinal diseases, including enteric fever, 
diarrhoea, and enteritis, were responsible for oyer 
20 per cent, of the total deaths in the West Indies. 
For want of sufficient laboratory facilities the differ­
ential diagnosis of intestinal disorders is necessarily 
open to much inaccuracy, being based chiefly on 
clinical grounds or the degree of response to emetine 
treatment. Amoebis dysentery is, apparently, 
more prevalent than the bacillary form, and, owing 
tn inexact methods of diagnosis and unsatisfactory 
treatment, is attended by a high death-rate.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Hotel Schemes for the Bahamas.
A message has been received from the Florida East 

Coast Hotel Co. stating that that corporation is not in 
a position to consider reconstr notion of the Hotel Colo­
nial, but proposes to continue operating the Royal Vic­
toria and the steamship service from Miami, and would 
consider' leasing and operating a tourist hotel con­
structed by the Government.

Miss Moseley, M.B.E., writing on May 9th, states 
that 011 the previous day the House of Assembly ap­
proved the erection in Bay Street of a fireproof hotel 
consisting of at least 300 guest-rooms, provided that 
it can be ready for operation by 31st December, 1922, 
the cost not to exceed approximately ^270,000. There 
should also be a second new hotel by next winter, as 
the Government are guaranteeing a sum not exceeding 
$750,000 to the Foundation Company for the purpose 
of building a fireproof hotel opposite Fort Montagu— 
the finest site in the island. Thus, in spite of the 
destruction of the Hotel Colonial, there should be 
next winter more accommodation than ever for 
tourists.

Barbados Oil Wells’ Yield.

A dry fortnight is recorded by the Advocate of April 
25th, with, however, a few showers. The young crop 
all over the island is vigorous and healthy. Reaping 
operations are proceeding -apace. On the St. Philip 
and Christ Church seaboard the tonnage of canes has 
been very low, being about 15 tons .per acre; but in 
more favoured districts it has been from 20 to 35, and 
even 40 tons have been reached on some estates. A 
little muscovado of special quality is being made at 
the Belle for the London market. It is packed in 
hogsheads, the sight of which had become rare.—The 
British Union Oil Co. are putting down another well 
at Turner’s Hall. The oil from the first well, which 
is flowing intermittently, is of a very high quality, 
A different kind of oil, very heavy and dark, is being 
obtained in small quantities at Canefield. Mr. 
Fleming, the manager of the Shell Company operating 
in Trinidad, is at present on a visit to' the island. Mr. 
H. B. G. Austin has been elected President, and Mr. 
H. Jason Jones Vice-President of the Barbados Chamber 
of Commerce for the ensuing year. Mr. W. T. Edghill 
has been elected a member of the Council, in the place 
of Mr. J. Allan Jones, who has retired.—Mr. J. N. Mar­
shall, Acting Sanitary Inspector, has been appointed 
Chief Inspector of Health for the Parish of St. Michael. 
—The obituary list includes the name of Dr. Edward 
St. John, brother of Mr. F. A. St. John, of Cane Gar­
den, St. Lucy.

British Honduras Chicle Duty.

The export duty on chicle has been decreased by 
Ordinance No. 15 of 1922 from 3 to i| cents per lb. 
from April 22nd. A Bill has been introduced in the 
Legislative Council to provide for a loan for the im­
provement of Belize. In addition to the advance 
authorised by the Loan Ordinance of last year (No. 
28), the Governor is empowered to raise $50,000 to be 
appropriated to repairing, draining, and lighting the 
streets of the capital, principal and interest to be 
secured on the general revenue and assets of the 
colony.

Demerara’s Diamond Development.
Mr. V. P. C. Fitzpatrick, writing on April 15th, 

states that the delegates from India left the colony on 
April 7th. Very little hope is entertained of any good 
accruing to the colony as a result of their visit. The 
Indian members of this delegation seemed to pay a 
very great deal of attention to trifling and in many 
cases frivolous complaints made by immigrants and 
others, while they appeared to pass over explanations 
and overlooked the numerous benefits the East Indian 
immigrants enjoy. It would almost seem that the 
only 'way for this colony to secure Indian immigrants 
would be to prohibit Indian Immigration ! A Bill for 
the purpose of restricting rents is to be considered by 
the Court of Policy. The Government’s proposals in 
this matter have been hailed with delight by all 
tenants, but some of the landlords view this question 
in a different light. In some instances it certainly 
does appear that the Government’s proposals are some­
what unjust to the landlords, but on the whole there 
can be no doubt about the fact that this legislation is 
likely to produce a great deal of good, particularly in 
the case of tenements and small cottages.—Georgetown 
is filling up with diamond buyers coming from the 
four corners of the earth, and competition seems 
rather keen. Reports from the diamond fields are fairly 
satisfactory, and it is expected that the value of the 
diamonds exported from British Guiana during the 
year 1922 will be in the vicinity of $2,000,000. The 
Argosy of the 13th April gives some particulars of the 
new regulations framed in connection with the 
diamond industry.

Mr. Churchill’s cable published in the Argosy of the 
8th inst. has caused quite a considerable amount of 
interest in various schemes of development, and this 
interest has been enhanced by the arrival of Viscount 
G. Dunsford, Lt.-Col. Evans, and Mr. G. O. Case, 
representing Messrs. J. O. Wild & Co., James Byron, 
I#td., and Messrs. Bernhard Scholle & Co., who are 
said to be here to finance certain development schemes. 
—The new Sea Defence Bill came before the Court of 
Policy on the 7th inst., and has again been postponed.— 
The weather was hot and dry, and rain was badly 
needed. A large number of the negro cane-cutters have 
gone off to the diamond fields, and a shortage of this 
class of labour is complained of by estate managers. 
The East Indians have been rather unsettled by the 
visit of the Indian delegates, and several strikes have 
taken place, particularly in Berbice.

$1,381,100 had been subscribed by April 12th to the 
Government’s five million dollar loan.—Mr. Alfred 
Groves, formerly Superintendent of the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co. in the colony, has been appointed to the 
management of the local agency of Messrs. T. Geddes 
Grant, in succession to Mr. T. E. Guy.—Plantation 
Agatash (1,577 acres), on the left bank of the Essequibo 
River, is for sale.—Mr. J. van Sertima, Town Clerk of 
New Amsterdam, has been appointed a J.P. His son, 
Mr. Sydney van Sertima, was admitted to practice at 
the local Bar on April Sth. In introducing him, Hon. 
E. G. Woolford, K.C., referred to his brilliant academic 
career in England.

Mr. Solomon’s Death in Dominica.

The Dominica Guardian announces that there will 
be no issue of this paper for the next four or five 
weeks, “as Mr. Steber does not feel it either prudent 
or safe to entrust his office to the staff at his present 
disposal.”—The obituary list includes the names of 
Mr. A. W. Solomon and of Mrs. A. R. C. Lockhart, 
who was a daughter of the late Hon. G. L. Bellot. The
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death of Mr. Solomon, Magistrate of District “ E,” 
and Registrar-General, took place under tragic cir­
cumstances. He and Mr. Peter Noble were driving in 
the latter’s car between Roseau and Pointe Michel, on 
March 29th, when on a bad piece of road the car cap­
sized, and Mr. Solomon was thrown out, breaking his 
neck. The deceased official held the appointment of 
Chairman of the Roseau Town Board from 1919 to 
J92I> performing his duties, in the words of the Acting 
Administrator’s message of regret, “with marked 
diligence and ability, to the manifest appreciation of 
the Government and. the people.” 

taken over by the firm of E. Haughton San­
guinetti, Ltd., the directors being several of the 
leading business men in the island, with Mr. San­
guinetti as Manager and Secretary.—Mr. Winfield, of 
the Maritime Telephone and Telegraph Co., of Nova 
Scotia, has been paying a visit to the island with the 
object of investigating the Jamaica telephone system 
and ascertaining whether or not opportunity offered to 
his Company to take over the business.—Mr. W. J. 
Walker has been provisionally appointed Managing 
Commissioner to the Kingston General Commissioners, 
with whom he has been associated for thirty years, in 
succession to the late Mr. Isaacs.

Jamaica Water Rights.

The West India Electric Co. have petitioned the 
Legislative Council against the Bill to control the 
ownership of water in the island for the purpose of 
irrigation. A similar measure which was introduced 
in 1920, and was unfavourably criticised by The West 
India Committee, was dropped.—The Gleaner, in its 
issue of May 1st, gives particulars of a new company, 
Suppliers, Ltd., with a capital of ¿20,000, the greater 
part of which has been supplied by Chinese traders, 
Mr. Tie Ten Que being chairman.—The death of Mr. 
R. H. Isaacs, J.P., Managing Commissioner of the 
Kingston Geneial Commissioners, is recorded. A re­
markable feat of memory is credited to Mr. Isaacs in 
connection with the earthquake of 1907, when he held 
the position of accountant to the Commissioners, whose 
books and accounts were all destroyed. Mr. Isaacs, 
however, opened all the ledgers from memory, re­
covering over ¿4,000 from water rates alone.—Reply­
ing to a deputation from the Kingston Improvement 
Association, who waited on him on April 28th with an 
influentially signed petition addressed to Mr. 
Churchill, the Governor stated that the Amalgamation 
Bill was to be proceeded with this session, the differ­
ence in principle in the Legislative Council being 
with regard to the constitution of the new body, some 
members wishing it to be partly nominated, others a 
wholly elected board.—Sir H. Mackintosh, the toffee 
manufacturer, who has been' on a visit to the Island, 
states in an interview that he has found sugar there 
equal to any he had ever seen, and believes that if 
suitable arrangements were come to, English manu­
facturers should be able to develop a really extensive 
trade in Jamaica white sugar.—Over 350 Masons at­
tended a gathering on April 29th on the occasion of 
the unveiling of a Masonic War Memorial by Sergeant- 
Major Bent, V.C.—The advent of the Canadian Pacific 
Steamship Service into Jamaica trade is having an 
excellent effect, and both the Sicilian and the Monte­
zuma have been lifting large cargoes from Jamaica. 
Future bookings are even heavier, according to a re­
port of the Direct West India Cable Co., and there is 
talk of a third ship being placed in the service. Ex­
periments are also to be made by this line with car­
goes of fruit, which, if successful, will open up an 
entirely new field to the Jamaica growers. The only 
“fly in the ointment” is the Dutch Standard proviso 
for sugar entering Canada from the West Indies, 
which prevents the shipping to the Dominion of any 
but the lowest quality sugars.—A determined move is 
being made to call the attention of the authorities to 
the desperate need for the improvement of Kingston, 
the dust nuisance becoming worse every month as the 
soft metal is disintegrated by modern heavy motor 
truck traffic and stirred up by the prevailing sea 
breezes.—The business carried on by Mr. E. 
Haughton Sanguinetti has been reorganised and

H.M.S. “Wistaria” off Tobago.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on the 20th April, states 
that the Easter holidays have made things rather quiet 
on the estates, as few labourers return to work until 
24th April. Some of them are cleaning up their pro­
vision gardens to prepare for the planting season, but 
most of them are enjoying themselves at cricket and 
other sports. The Scarborough races were held on 
Easter Monday, and were patronised by the inhabi­
tants from all quarters of the island, horses being 
greatly in favour and local races on beaches and public 
roads being of frequent occurrence throughout the 
year. A donkey race, the only harness being a rope 
tied round the animal’s nose, and the rider sitting on 
the rump of the tail, is one of the merriest sights in 
the island. There was also a dance at Colony House, 
Scarborough, on the night of the races, and to this 
were invited the officers of H.M.S. Wistaria, of the 
Canadian Navy, which has been on a visit to the 
island.—There was an interesting meeting of the 
Tobago Planters’ Association at Richmond Estate, in­
cluding a field demonstration at which Messrs. Urich 
and Seheult, of the Department of Agriculture, assisted. 
There was a comparison of cacao samples, which the 
visitors admitted were equal to No. 1 Trinidad, and no 
doubt Tobago planters’ cacao is shipped as such, all of 
the produce being marketed in Port of Spain.

Trinidad’s Revenue and Expenditure.

The total revenue of the colony for the first month 
of this year amounted to ¿131,480, or ¿2,413 less than 
during the same period in 1921. Expenditure, on the 
other hand, during January, 1922, exceeded that of 
January in the previous year by ¿12,065, the amounts 
being ¿121,853 and ¿109,798.—In the interests of 
economy, a number of public works provided for in the 
estimates of 1922 have, says the Trinidad Guardian, 
been suspended, and only necessary repairs will be 
undertaken (luring the year.—An action brought in 
the Supreme Court by the. Esmeralda Oil Co. against 
Major Rust, claiming ¿1,000 for trespass on the Com­
pany’s land at Montserrat, was decided in favour of 
the plaintiffs, who were awarded ¿25, the amount 
paid into Court.—The Governor and Lady Wilson left 
Trinidad on May 1st on a second visit to Tobago.— 
A step towards solving the problem of Port of Spain’s 
water supply was taken on April 27th, when the 
Governor formally opened the Cocorite Pumping Sta­
tion, which has been named after Mr. C. A. R. Farrel, 
late City Engineer. The cost of the works is roughly 
¿85,000, but with one engine burning five gallons of 
oil per hour, the station has a capacity of 1,800,000 
gallons of water in 24 hours.
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JAMAICA GOVERNORS.

By Frank Cundall.

X.—Christopher, Duke of Albemarle.

Christopher, the second Duke of Albemarle, is 
one of the few Jamaica governors of whom lives 
have been published in book form. Written by 
Miss E. F. Ward, it was published in 1915.

Descended from the Moncks of Potherbridge, 
Devonshire, the son of the celebrated George Monck 
and Anne Clarges, the daughter of a farrier and 
widow of a milliner, he was bom in an attic over 
a tailor’s shop in the Strand, London, on August 
14th, 1653 ; but he was early removed by his mother 
to Deptford, to the house of her brother. Dr. Clar­
ges. She, soon afterwards, went with her husband 
to Dalkeith House, in Scotland, where Monck was 
in command, and later back to London, and St. 
James’s. At the Restoration Monck became Duke 
of Albemarle, and his son took by courtesy his 
second title of Earl of Torrington. When but thir­
teen years of age he received a commission as cap­
tain in a regiment, was elected member of Parlia­
ment for Devonshire, and as such took part in the 
impeachment of Clarendon. Three years later he 
was married to Lady Elizabeth Cavendish (eldest 
daughter and favourite child of the Earl of Ogle, 
afterwards second Duke of Newcastle), who was 
born on February 22nd, 1654-5. The wedding took 
place on December 30th, 1669, while the Duke of 
Albemarle was then dying in one chamber and the 
Duchess dying in another.

The Lady Elizabeth was at that time depicted 
by Lely, with his usual flattery in the case of female 
sitters, with “a curious haunting kind of beauty— 
sleepy, slanting eyes and a tiny mouth, the whole 
surrounded with pretty chestnut curls.”

The young Duke, who received his father’s insig­
nia of the garter at the hands of the King, of whom 
he was a boon companion, and from whom he also 
received many other honours and favours, was 
much pleased with his Duchess, and gave her twelve 
hundred a year for pin-money. This allowance was 
presumably in addition to the income she received 
from the rents of the manor of Grindon, which 
was part of her dower. She also held a patent 
as “ Searcher ” for the county of Kent, and de­
rived fees from the customs collected thereby. She 
was further concerned in a lace trade, which brought 
her some hundreds of pounds yearly. “ He 
mended her by letting her have her own will,” 
wrote a gossip of the day; and this spoiling was 
ill-suited to one of her highly-strung temperament. 
Owing to his great wealth, he being one of the 
richest men in the kingdom, they led a gay life, 
including gambling and all forms of sport, first at 
Albemarle House (Clarendon House, which he pur­
chased), the memory of which lives in Albemarle 
Street, where a large retinue of servants was kept 
up, afterwards at historic Newhall (built by Henry 
VIII.), which he had inherited from his father, 
where he entertained the King, and also at New­
castle House, in Clerkenwell, lent to him by his 
father-in-law, the Duke of Newcastle.

In 1673 he was given the command of one of 
the eight new regiments raised for service against 
Holland, and he and his men served in Prince 
Rupert’s flagship, the Sovereign.

Two years later, on coming of age, he took his 
seat in the House of Lords, at which he was con­
stant in attendance.

In 1677 he welcomed the Prince of Orange to 
England^ at Harwich.

In 1682, in which year Albemarle House had to 
be sold, on account of financial difficulties due to 
lavish hospitality, the extravagance of a spend-

Christopher, Duke of Albemarle.

thrift son of parsimonious parents—the health of 
the Duchess had grown more precarious, and she 
began to show symptoms of that mental trouble 
which recurred throughout the remainder of her 
long life.

In 1685 Albemarle commanded, with efficiency, 
the Devonshire militia in opposition to Monmouth, 
which service was ill requited by the appointment 
of Feversham over his head.

In 1686, to the wonder of friends and acquaints 
ances, who thought that he, a privy councillor, till 
recently Lord Lieutenant of Devonshire, joint Lord 
Lieutenant of Essex and of Wiltshire, one of the 
Lords of Trade and Plantations, Captain of His 
Majesty’s Life Guards, Chancellor of the University 
of Cambridge, and holder of other high offices, 
would be thrown away there—the Duke was ap-
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pointed Governor of Jamaica; Sir Philip Howard, 
the governor-elect, having died in April before he 
could take up his appointment.

Albemarle obviously only accepted the post for 
what he could make out of it, and he made no haste 
to assume office, drawing half the salary the while. 
His numerous friends and kinsmen in Devonshire 
published “Reasons humbly offered to the Duke of 
Albemarle against his going Governor of Jamaica.” 
Albemarle, however, who had already, in company 
with other “ Gentlemen Adventurers.” received 
large profits, to the extent of £40,000, from Phips’s 
venture on the Spanish wreck off Hispaniola, 
thought that by going there he could improve his 
diminished fortunes. He was given full rights over 
the gold, silver and other mines in America, and 
he also received power to confer knighthood, of 
which, however, he did not avail himself. He fur­
ther obtained the unusual permission to return to 
England without leave if he felt inclined to do so.

Two medals had been struck in honour of the 
adventure at the wreck; on the obverse of the one 
were the portraits of James and Mary, on that of 
the other Albemarle.

The Royal frigate Assistance (Lawrence Wright 
commanding) had been carefully prepared for the 
voyage, and temporary cabins built for the ladies. 
The Duke was empowered to carry with him five 
hundred tons of goods and one hundred servants: 
he also had the furniture for a chapel, books of 
homilies, and copies of the Thirty-nine Articles, 
one set for each church in the island. His chap­
lain was named Arwaker, and his secretary William 
Latton, but of neither is there record in the island. 
He was accompanied by Dr. Hans Sloane as his 
private physician, with special charge of the 
Duchess, and the botanical collection which Sloane 
formed while in Jamaica became the nucleus of the 
British Museum.

The Assistance left Spithead on September 12th. 
1687, accompanied by two merchant ships and the 
Duke’s own yacht, in the charge of Captain Monck, 
his natural son, carrying his provisions and ser­
vants. Once at sea he hoisted his flag on the main 
top-mast as vice-admiral. After touching at Barba­
dos, where he gained news of the ventures at the 
“ Wreck,” sailing up the Leeward Islands, Albe­
marle arrived at Port Royal on December 20tlh; 
but he did not finally leave the ship till six days 
later, when he and the Duchess were entertained 
at the public expense for three days. When the 
Council proposed to the Assembly that steps «should 
be taken for the fitting reception of this great 
peer of the Realm,” that body, with its not unac­
customed jealousy, gave an evasive answer, and 
Albemarle records that he was entertained by the 
Council. ,

He occupied his position less than a year, but 
he, unfitted as he was by temperament for such 
an office, although his experiences of colonial affairs 
in England should have stood him in good stead, 
succeeded in that period in doing a considerable 
amount of harm. . ,

One of his earliest acts was to obtain the King s 
permission to reinstate Sir Henry Morgan m the 
Council. A greater part of his short governorship 
was taken up with disputes with Molesworth over 

the King’s share in the treasure from the wreck. 
He quarrelled with Bernard, the Chief Justice, 
Musgrave, the Attorney General, Bourden, the As­
sistant Judge, and Samuel Barry, a member of the 
Council, and with the Assembly generally, which he 
dissolved. But all the officials whom he dismissed 
were reinstated after his death. He also came in 
conflict with Stephen Lynch, who had come out as 
representative of Sir Robert Holmes, the Royal 
Commissioner for the suppression of piracy, and he 
tampered with the freedom of election.

He sided with the planters in their quarrels with 
the Royal African Company over the supply and 
price of slaves.

One of the Galapagos group of islands was named 
by Cox, the buccaneer, Albemarle, in his honour.

His first Assembly met in February, 1687-8, and 
sat till April, when he dissolved it.

One member on the election of Charles Penhal­
low said that there were too many merchants in 
the house already.

The Speaker of the Assembly, which met in July, 
1688, was Elletson, Albemarle’s protégé. Most of 
the members, the Council later asserted, were “ ille­
gally and violently chosen.” The Acts which it 
passed had reference to the better government of 
slaves and their conversion to Christianity; for 
appointing an agent in England, for raising the 
value of pieces of eight from five shillings to six, 
and for raising a public revenue for the King.

On January 19th, 1687-88, occurred a forerun­
ner of the fatal earthquake of four years later, 
“ generally felt all over the island,” but “ no great 
harm done that I can hear,” adds Albemarle.

At this time great hope was entertained by the 
Roman Catholics. In 1688 the Bishop of Panama, 
in rendering assistance in negotiating with the buc­
caneers for the exchange of prisoners, wrote, “ I 
have information to give you, that the English 
are all become Roman Catholics, and that there is 
now a Catholic Church at Jamaica.” As a matter 
of fact, it was an instruction to Albemarle that he 
should protect and encourage all Roman Catholics 
and in particular Dr. Churchill, appointed chief pas­
tor of the Roman Catholics in Jamaica, who arrived 
a month later than the Duke. Churchill caused 
James de Castillo, who was later knighted by Wil­
liam HI., and made Commissary General for sup­
plying the Spanish West Indies with shares, to leave 
the island for a time. He reported to the Council 
that Castillo had procured a manifesto for the Arch­
bishop of Cuba prejudicial to the royal prerogative 
of King James. Castillo was ordered into custody, 
but fled the country and his goods were seized.

(To be continued.)

WANT.
“ Want ” advertisements will be accepted for publica­

tion under this heading at the rate of 3/6 for three 
lines and 1/- for each additional line.

Wanted.—Position in Sugar Factory; 4| years’ war expe­
rience; holder of the (Royal Technical College, Glasgow) 
Diploma in Sugar Manufacture; also certificate from City 
and Guilds of London Institute. Have sound engineering 
experience—Write R. O. W„ care of The West Indu 
Committee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3.
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WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

Oitric Acid Imports.
Mr. Baldwin (President of the Board of Trade), reply­

ing to Mr. Hogge, on May i8th, stated that the amount 
of citric acid imported into this country between 
October ist, 1921, and March 31st, 1922, was 122 cwts., 
valued at ¿1,618.

Mr. Wood’s Report.
Mi. Wood informed Mr. Gideon Murray, on May 

18th, that the Report was despatched to the West 
Indian Colonies “ by last week’s mail,”* with a re­
quest that its receipt should be acknowledged by tele­
graph. As soon as these replies had, been received 
from the Governors concerned, immediate arrange­
ments would be made for. it to be laid on the Table 
of the House.

United Kingdom’s Sugar Consumption.
Mr. Baldwin (President of the Board of Trade) in­

formed Mr. Waterson on May 15th that the amount of 
sugar consumed per head of the population in the 
United Kingdom was estimated to have been 76.8 lbs. 
in the financial year 1919-20, and 54.7 lbs. in the finan­
cial year 1920-21. Comparable figures for 1918-19 were 
not available.

Rum Imported into India.
Earl Winterton (Under-Secretary of State for India) 

informed Mr. Robinson on May nth that the quantity 
and value of rum imported into India during the year
1920-21 was as follows :—

Country from which consigned. Galls. £
United Kingdom ... 11,076 15,397
Straits Settlements (including Labuan). 4.314 467
Natal.............................................................. 5,560 1,596
Java ... 156,757 29,998
Other Countries 3,060 3,142

Total ... 180,767 50,510

The Governor of Jamaica.
Mr. Edward Wood informed Colonel Wedgwood on 

May 9th, with reference to the statements in the Press 
as to complaints regarding the action of the present 
Governor, that various matters arousing local dis­
cussion and controversy had been brought to his 
notice when he was in Jamaica, and these were dealt 
with in the report of his visit to the West Indies, 
which he hoped to lay upon the Table of the House at 
an early date. He hoped to send it out to the 
Colonies by the next mail. He might, however, say 
at once, that while in the Colony he saw and heard 
nothing which would justify the description of the 
situation then prevailing as strained. He would 
hesitate to go as far as to say that the matter was due 
to any extent to the policy of the Governor in settling 
people upon the land, although land settlement in 
Jamaica, as elsewhere, had been a matter of contro­
versy.
The Sugar Preference “Undertaking.”

Lieut.-Colonel James asked, on May 22nd, whether, 
seeing that on 29th January of this year the Under­
secretary of State for the Colonies had announced in 
Trinidad that the British Government had decided to 
make a trade agreement with the British West Indies, 
guaranteeing to them the existing rate of preference 
in the Customs duties of the United Kingdom for ten 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

* Presumably per S.S. Intab a, which sailed on May 12th.

CORRESPONDENCE.
The view» expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

Alcohol for Soft Drinks.
Dear Sir,—With reference to the paragraph on 

alcohol in “Jottings from my Notebook,” by 
“Agronomist,” in your issue of April 27th, I have 
made enquiries and think that the statement he makes 
must be based on a misapprehension of the facts.

Alcohol is not used by the mineral water trade for 
beverage purposes at all, but is the only mechanical 
agent at present known for enabling that trade to pre­
pare and incorporate in its sweetened beverages the 
various flavourings required. The trade would give a 
very handsome fee to anyone who could find any sol­
vent which would not involve them in the payment of 
the present heavy duty to which they are liable.

The document on which “Agronomist’s” statement 
is obviously based makes this quite clear, and it should 
have been stated. It further proceeds to say that ij 
fluid ounces of spirituous essence are used in flavouring 
6 gallons of finished beverage—that is to say, in 600 
gallons or 96,000 fluid ounces of lemonade there are 
theoretically 150 ounces of alcohol. A considerable 
proportion, however, of this alcohol disappears by 
evaporation, so that probably the actual amount would 
be overstated at 96 ounces. In face of the fact that 
there is one ounce of alcohol to every 1,000 ounces of 
lemonade, it is absurd to drag in the question of 
whisky at all.

Yours, etc.,
Interested.

May 9th, 1922.

[The Note to which “Interested” takes exception 
was based on the statement made recently by The 
Mineral Water, Trade Journal that ¿241,220 was paid 
to the Government last year in respect of duty on 
alcohol contained in the essences used in flavouring 
sweetened non-alcoholic beverages in 1921. “Agrono­
mist’s” statement that this was equivalent to 600,000 
bottles of whisky was not incorrect, as anyone who 
cares to make the necessary calculation will find. We 
are glad to have “Interested’s” explanation as to the 
purpose for which this alcohol is used, but cannot help 
feeling that the trade is suffering no veiy great hard­
ship if in 600 gallons of lemonade, for example, there 
are only 150 ounces of duty-paid alcohol. At the same 
time, we share the hope of our mineral water friends 
that the duty on spirits may be reduced, but there 
must be no differentiation in favour of alcohol for non­
alcoholic drinks.—Ed.]

(Concluded from foot of preceding column^ 

years, he would say what steps His Majesty’s »Govern­
ment proposed to take to redeem that pledge ? Mr. 
Wood replied : “I was authorised to announce in the 
West Indies that His Majesty’s Government would 
propose to Parliament the continuance of preference 
on existing lines to articles at present enjoying it for 
a period of ten years. It is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to maintain this undertaking 
in any relevant financial legislation which it may be 
their duty to submit to Parliament, as long as they 
continue to enjoy His Majesty’s confidence; and, as 
my right hon. Friend Stated in reply to the hon. Mem­
ber for ,Chelsea on the 23rd February, this legislation 
is, and must be, subject to Parliament’s approval.”
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to 
May 8th:— 
Mr. F. Carr 
Mr. C. K. Clarke 
Miss A. V. Craig

Jamaica from Avonmouth, in s.s. Coronado,

Mr. C. Duce
Dr. & Mrs. D. H.

McPhail & fam.

Mr. M. Matalón 
Mr. J. B. Menzies 
Mr. H. Worcester

Sailings to 
May 9th :—

Jamaica, from Liverpool, in s.s. Baranca,

Q.M.-Sergt. F. Bazley Mr. W. L. Coke Kerr 
S/Q.M.-Sergt. G. Mr. E. A. Morgan

J ohnson

S.S.-Major W.Williams

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Patuca, 
May 16th :—
S/Sergt. & Mrs. F. R. Mr. A, W. Farquharson Mr. R. P. Gallwey

Cox & fam. Miss M. Farquharson Lieut. A. B. Rennie

Home arrivals from
Avonmonth, May 
Master J. Armstrong 
Mr. G. Aguilar 
Mr. & Mis. N. Aroe 
Mr S. A. Ballance 
Miss C Barahona 
Mr. S. Biguria 
Mr. T. Beck 
Mr. J. A. Carey 
Miss E. W. Charley 
Mrs. J- M. Clark & Son 
Mr. W.H. Charnley 
Rev. F. K. Cocks 
Miss E. A. Cocks 
Mr. W. N. Colam 
Mr. S. Cohen 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M.

Dewar 
Miss G. M. Dewar 
Capt. B. Dicks 
Rev. & Mrs. L. Edge 

& fam. 
Mrs- E. L. O. Fitzgerald 

& Son

Jamaica, in R.M.S. Camito,
14th

Mr. & Mrs. F. Foncea 
Miss N. Fleming 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Green 
Mrs. L. R. Gibson

& Son 
Miss G. Guery 
Mr. N. Gamboa 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Inglis 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Kemp 
Mrs. W. E. M.

Loughman & Son 
Mrs. M. Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. A. A.

McInnes & fam.
Mrs. M. Martin & fam. 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. A. E.

Norton, D.S.O.
Miss N. Negretti 
Mrs. A. Philips 
Mrs. T. Robinson 
Mr. G. Roome 
Mr. & Mrs. C. H.

Rostron & Son

Rev. & Mrs. J. E.
Randall & fam. 

Mr. F. H. Robertson 
Mr. P. Renard
Mr. & Mrs.G. P. Smith 

& Son
Mr. I. Stahl
Mr E. H. Stammers 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Seibe 
Mr. & Mrs. E.

Steinwörth & Sons
Mr. R. Seminario 
Miss E. A. Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Tournan

& fam.
Miss E. A. Vickers 
Mr. & Mrs. B.

Valenzulea
Miss G. Valenzulea 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Wray 
Miss P. M. Whittaker 
Miss A. Young

Mrs. S. Archer
Dr. R- Wellesley Bailey
Major E. F. Becher
Mr- L- Lambert Bell
Hon. A. G. Bell, C.M.G.
Mr. B. Bonyun
Mr. A. E. Bratt
Mr. G. G. Brown
Mr. James Brown
Major The Hon. J. A. Burdon,

C.M.G.
Miss E- Burton 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C-M.G. 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens, V.D. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke. B A..M.B.
Mr- H. S. Cox
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas
Mr. F. J. Evans
Hon- H. Ferguson
Mr- J- J. Franco
Mr. W. G. Freeman. B.Sc.,
Dr. W. H. Fretz
Mr. C. C. George
Mr. E- P- Gladwin
Mr. Gordon Graham
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn
Mr. V. C. Hanschel
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G.
Mr. W. P. Humphrey
Capt. Thomas H. Irving
His Hon. Mr.Justice E- C. Jackman

Mr. E- B. Jarvis, C.M.G.
Mr. Frank H. Johnson
Mr- A. M. Low
Mr. L- Lywood
Mr. William Mackay
Mr. Dugald MacPhail
Mr. D. Luckie Matthew
M . G. C. May
Mr. Hugh McLelland
Mr- R- Nicol
Mr. E. A. Percival
Lieut. W. M. Richards
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I.
Hon. W. J. Robson
Mr. D. Hope Ross
Mr. L- A. Ryan
Mr. Ivan J. Scott
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L- R- Sharples 
Mr. W, M. B. Shields 
Mr. R. Strang 
Lieut. C. S. B. Swinley, R.N. 
Dr. H. A. Tempany 
Mr. A. C. Thomas 
Mr. L- A. Torran ce 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Mr. E. M. Walcott 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. Hugh F. Wiloy 
Mr. F. Williams 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood

Mr- John M.Fleming, The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.
Mr. A. M. Reid, South Cerney.Cirencester, Glos.
Mr. H. Blin Stoyle, Crediton, Devon.

STEAMER SAILINGS.

Home arrivals 
May 20th :—

from Jamaica, in s.s. Motagua. Avonmouth,

Mr. H. G. Bevan 
Miss N. Brugnoli 
Mr. E. D. Clarke 
Mr. F. W. Fullick 
Captain & Mrs. B. H.

Hodgson & Son

Mr. & Mrs. C. H.
Howorth

Mr. &. Mrs. W. A. R.
McRae

Mr. G. E. Payne

Mr. H. B. Robb
Miss D. Slater 
Mr. & Mrs. H. C.

Thompson

To From Packet Sailing

B’dos & T’dad... Dover ... Crynssen .. Mav 27
West Indies ... Glasgow ... Dramatist .. „ 28
Trinidad Plymouth ... Pérou .. „ 29
Jamaica Bristol ... Motagua .. „30
B’dos & T’dad... Liverpool ... Antillian .. June 3
Jamaica Bristol ... Bay ano .. „ 5
Jamaica Liverpool ... Miami •• „ 6

Ja’ca & B.H’das New York ... Zacapa .. June 17
West Indies Halifax ... Chaleur .. ,, 20
G’ada, T’dad &
Demerara New York ... Matura • • „ 20
B’mas, Ja’ca &

B.H’das Montreal ... Canadian Fisher » 21
Jamaica New York ... MetaPan „ 21

Sailings to 
May 12th :— 
Mr. Batson 
Mr. & Mrs. Brasher 
Miss Bovell 
Mr. Cavenagh 
Mr. A. G. L. Douglas 
Mrs. Foley

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

West Indies, from London, in s.s. Intaba,

Mrs. & Miss Grannum 
Mrs. Hampton & child 
Miss Haviland
Mrs. Hainman
Mrs. Miller
Mr. Justice Michelin

Rev. & Mrs. J. D.
Rainferth

Mr. Sayles 
Miss Scott 
Mrs. Forbes Todd 
Mr. Vine 
Mrs. Yeats

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to 
Rensselaer, May 
Mr. W. Brown

West Indies, from 
' 13th

Mr. R. C. Hart
Mr. J. Campbell 
Mr. A. C. Clark 
Mr. M. A. Fink 
Mr. F. Fox 
Miss E. Grell

Mrs. E. A. Hayes 
Mr. J. MacLaren 
Mr. A. E. Nicol 
Mr. L. A. Ralston 
Mr. & Mrs. Reece

Dover, in s.s. Van

Mr. E. Shapiro 
Mrs. E. L. Stokes 
Mrs. A,, E. Swift 
Mr. E. A. Vain 
Mr. A. H. S. Vigo 
Mrs. Watson

Home arrivals
Nassau, Plymouth, 
Mr. J. F. F. Anderson 
Miss G. Appleby 
Mr. C. Browne 
Mr. J. A Browne 
Mr. L. A. Bucaro 
Mr. E. G. Clyne 
Mr. & Mrs. R. C.

Crombie 
Mr. E. Culpan 
Mrs. B. Dovera 
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Duke 

& fam. 
Mrs. & Miss Eden

from West Indies, in s.s. Oranje
May 17th:—

Dr. A. E. Flaxman 
Mr. W. G. Freeman 
Mr. S. Hagley 
Mr. W. H. Hagley 
Miss M. »Hunter 
Mrs. G. M. Hutchings 
Mr. C. A. Hutchings 
Mrs. A; B. Hutchings 
Mr. V. Hanschell 
Mr. J. Kavangh 
Mr, F. K. Khan 
Mr. J. Lamont 
Mr. W. M. C. Mirtrie

Mr. A. Mulder
Mrw L. Ommanney 
Mrs. L. Paige & Son 
Mr. & Mrs. W. R.

Redman 
Mr, J. Roselaar .
Mr. Robert Ross 
Mrs. H. C. Smart 
Mr. C. E. Steele 
Mr. H. Tudd
Mr. J. Hampton Wall 
Mr. F. Williams

5%

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica
Jamaica . ... 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ...
% „ 1925-42 ...

4 % .... 1935 ...
3 % 1923-45 ...
4 % ,, 1917-42 ...
4 % „ 1934 ...
3$ % ,. ,. 1919-49 ...
3 % ., ,, 1922-44 ...
4 % . 1919-44 ...
4 % 1917-42 ...
3 % ,, 1922-44 ...

The Colonial Bank

RoyaÌMail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co- 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar................................................ 
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ...
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/ 
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. — ..............
Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd., 10/- .............
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., (£1)......................... 
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. 
General Petroleum of Trinidad.........................  
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad ...

Direct West India Cable Co. .............. ...............
W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary ..............
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-, 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., ,, 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd., 5% Debentures...

Latest 
prices.
84-86
73-78
89-91
62-64
76-78
91-92
79-81
69-71
78-80
83-85
70-72

6i-6fxd

92-97

103-108 
1/6 
5/9

46/3
1/6

47'6
1/3

25/-
14/- 

6/6
15/3

M 
1I-2J 
1Ì-2 

77-82
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Cariò, London."

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3. 
May 23rd f 1922.

will be seen below.The Board of Trade Returns, as

in March. The total liberated for consumption for the 
four months has been 443,528 galls., as against 757,672 
galls, for January-April last year. Stocks on hand on 
April 30th were 11,277,000 galls., comparing with 11,413,000 
galls, on the last day of the previous month. The exports 
were 47,125 galls., as against 50,825 galls, in March.

illustrate in a marked manner the effect of anticipation of 
the Budget in reducing the stocks in retailers’ hands, and 
thus giving rise to a figure for consumption below the 
actual.

BANK RATE. 4 per cent, as from April 13th.

The stocks in London on May 13th were :—

EXCHANGE. Value of

In U.S.A. .
,, France 

Belgium 
Italy

May 9th 
£ s. d.

18 
1 18 
2 2 
3 6

8
6
2

Maj' 23rd 
£ s. d.

18 3

the £ Sterling.
May 9th

The intrinsic value
SUGAR. There

2
3

19 3
2 6
8 10

In Spain ...
,, Germany 
., Austria 
.. Holland

£
1

65 
1530

s. d-
2 
6
0

19

8 
0
0

May 23rd 
£ s. d.

68 12
1810 0 

19
of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 9d.

6
0
0

has been little change in the New 
ork quotations for Cuban sugar since the last Summary, 

the value of Cubans yesterday being 4.07c., duty paid and 
landed, equivalent to 2.46c. c.i.f., or about 2.30c. f.o.b. 
The future market quotations were: July 2.66c.; Sept. 
2.86c.; Dec. 2.91c.

During the fortnight there has been very little change 
in the home market. West Indian Crystallised was quoted 
yesterday at 41/- to 43/-; London Granulated 48/; Ameri­
can Granulated 47/- spot; Imitation Yellows 42/6; Wh’te 
Mauritius 44/- to 45/- spot; Cuban 96 deg. 13/6 c.i.f.; 
Preferential 96 deg. (buyers) 16/6 c.i.f. The terminal 
market quotations yesterday were: 96 deg., July, 14/9; 
August 15/-. White, August 20 3fd.; September 20/5|d.

The Returns for April show that the total amount of 
sugar imported during the month was 193,097 tons, of 
which 47,347 tons were “refined,” and 145,750 tons “ un­
refined.” This brings the total imports for the four 
months of the present year to 605,856 tons, 134,768 

refined and 471,088 “ unrefined,” • as against a 
total import of 464,646 tons for the corresponding 
period in 1921, of which 100,511 tons were “ refined ” and 
364,135 tons “ unrefined.” 4,278 tons of the month’s im­
ports of refined came from the Continent, and 37,151 tons 
from the United States, 3,501 tons of the former originat­
ing from Czechoslovakia. For the four months, 84,826
tons have come from the United States, and 35,692 tons 
from Europe. For the month, 6,647 tons of unrefined were 
received from Mauritius, and 10,963 tons from the British 
West Indies, including British Guiana, the four months’ 
supply from these sources respectively having been 62,872 
tons and 35,968 tons, or slightly over 21 per cent, of the 
total imports.

The total amount of sugar liberated for consumption 
during the month was only 80,471 tons, as against 111 770 
tons in March, including 54,472 tons from the refiners 
bringing the apparent consumption for the four months up 
to 430,625 tons, of which the refiners contributed 279 72# 
tons, or 65 per cent.

The stocks on hand on April 30th amounted to 314,250 
tons as against 209,900 tons on March 31st. 45,200 tons 
° « J e C?JS,Sted of foreign, and 56,800 tons of home 
rehned The quantity of home-grown sugar which paid 
duty tor the three months ending March 31st was 3 63” 
tons.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on May 13th
were :—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
13 988 
12,810
5,873

RUM There is absolutely 
Only 121,875 proof gallons

1922 
11,081 
19,600 
39,851 
is very

1921
10,778
16,755
37,400 

quiet. Fine

1920
7,721 Puns.

13,103 „
30.251 ..

estate Trinidad

Jamaica ...
Demerara
Total of all kinds
CACAO generally 

is quoted at 74/- spot. 
The latter quality, to arrive, is quoted at 59/- c. & f., and 
sellers can be found at this figure. No Grenada is offering, 
and values are unchanged. Fine Jamaica is quoted at 58/- 
ta 59/-, and to arrive, at about 53/- c. & f.

The total imports of cacao for April were 121,855 cwts., 
making 609,109 cwts. for the four months. The British

and fair plantation 69/- to 70/- spot.

West Indies supplied 11,009 cwts. of the month’s imports, 
and 30,458 of the four months’ amount. The quantity 
liberated for consumption during the month was 60,833 
cwts., making 335,507 cwts. for the four months. The 
exports were only 40,924 cwts., as against 88,336 cwts. n 
March, the total for the four months having been 177,700 
cwts. as against 116,444 cwts. for the corresponding period 
of last year. Stocks on hand on April 30th were 772,000 
cwts., as against 753,000 cwts. on March 31st.

The stocks in London on May

Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds
ARROWROOT.

steady prices. Fair

1922.
6.391

11.639
107.088 

There is 
to good

13th were : 
1921.

22.352
28.402

192.261
rather more

’920.
23,780 Bags.
26,169 „

198.503 ,. 
doing, at fully

manufacturing, 3|d. to 4d. ;
_ „ 6fd.

„ BALATA. West Indian sheet is quoted at 3/- per 
lb. spot, and forward 2/10 c.i.f.

continues neglected, and quoted at 9/- to 
12/- per lb., according to test.

good to fine grocery, 4|d. to

COFFEE is a very slow market. At auction on Fridav 
last there were large offerings, but scarcely anything sold. 
No Jamaica has been offered recently. The market will 
be closed for a fortnight covering the Whitsun holidays, 
and auctions will resume on June 13th.

The month’s imports were 98,801 cwts., of which 5 cwts 
came from the British West Indies.

COPRA is very quiet, with West Indian f.m.s. valued 
at £25 c.i.f. London, and £25 10s. c.i.f. Holland.

COTTON generally has been active, with an advance 
in quotations. West Indian Sea Island has been in 
moderate request at steady prices: medium 23d., fine 30d., 
and extra fine 38d.

HONEY. Since the last auctions the market has shown
no change, and only a moderate business has been done at 
last prices: Jamaica, dark to palish set, 32/6 to 40/-; and 
fair to fine w'hite, 51/- to 66/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. 
slow of sale, and quoted at 11/- per lb. 
Distilled has been made at 2/1|d. per lb. 
Up to 3/6 has been paid for good new 
Liverpool. Concentrated is firm at £18, but' no further 
sales are reported.

Hand-pressed is 
A small sale of 
Lime Juice.

Jama’ca Raw in

LOGWOOD. Only a very little business is passing. 
Hie c.i.f. value is £8 10s. per ton nominal.
T orANQE OIL. Sweet continues very quiet, with 
Januuca valued at 10/-, and other West Indian at 9/- 
ihere is no enquiry for Bitter.

SPICES. There is nothing doing in Pimento The 
nominal quotation is 2|d. per lb., or 19/6 c.i.f First­
hand supplies of Ginger on the spot are very limited 
for JaZi-T ar® ThCTe been leSS demand 
tor .Jamaica to arrive. Quotations for Nutmegs and 

ace are somewhat firmer, especially for the latter.

1921. 
14,097 
15,361

7,140 
demand.
rum were

1920.
20,395 Tons
12,134 „
16,397 ,,

no 
of imported for

-------------------------- ?a,,s- for March, and only 
.)6,060 galls, went into consumpton, as against 75,751 galls.
the month, as against 313,101
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THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

IN 1924 there will be opened at Wembley Park, 
London, the greatest industrial exhibition that 
has ever been held in any city of this or any other 

Empire. Plans are already well advanced, and an 
active central organisation is at work putting into 
practice the aims and ideals of the British Empire 
Exhibition. The Dominions, Colonies and Protec­
torates of the Empire are preparing for participa­

tion on a .scale worthy of their position. The 
Government of India has applied for 100,000 square 
feet of space within the Exhibition grounds for 
a building suitable to house an exhibit re­
presentative of the resources and culture of that 
vast Empire, and has voted the necessary funds 
to defray the cost of participation on an extensive 
scale. The Government of the Union of South 
Africa has also voted large sums to be devoted to 
a similar purpose and provisional applications for 
space have been received from many other States 
within the Empire, including those as widely 
separated as Burmah and Nigeria, and territories 
as little exploited as Kenya and the Soudan. The 
Exhibition will, undoubtedly, afford the greatest 
opportunity ever provided for the Dominions over­
seas to show their products, to draw attention to 
their resources, and to emphasise their needs either 
m the direction of immigration, capital, or of sym­
pathetic treatment with regard to their growing 
industries. The exhibits will be drawn from the 
British Empire only, and there will, therefore, be 
throughout the Exhibition an atmosphere favour­
able to the development of Imperial co-operation

u C^oses^ possible lines. British manufacturers 
will have an opportunity of examining possibilities 
of fresh sources of supply of raw materials from 
within the Empire. It must be admitted that 
many sources of raw material within the Empire 
are insufficiently known, and that to the majority 
of British buyers the sources of many finished pro­
ducts familiar in the British market are quite un­
known. To all the Dominions overseas, it must be 
a matter of great importance that their products, 
their resources, their needs, should be brought pro­
minently before the British public, that the value 
of their particular commodities as against similar 
commodities placed on the market by continental 
countries, should be better known to the private 
consumer, and there can be no better way to 
achieve these results than by means of such an ex­
hibition as has been designed to be held in 1924. A 
few facts with regard to the Exhibition may be 
stated. It will be open from the middle of July, 
1924, until about the end of October of that yeari 
It will be held at Wembley Park, on a site of 145 
acres, which, besides providing the necessary space 
for exhibition buildings, will furnish grounds 
capable of accommodating immense crowds. These 
can be reached easily from any point in London 
or the Provinces. The general arrangement of 
exhibits will be such as to furnish in regard to each 
industry an illustration of the whole range of pro­
duction from the raw material to the finished 
article. The exhibits of the Dominions overseas 
will be shown in separate buildings or sections of 
buildings. Other features will be special sections
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devoted to Tropical Diseases, Mineral Resources, 
Fisheries, the Congress Hall, a special building for 
Fine Art, a National Sports Ground and a pro- 
gramme of amusements in which the Council hope 
to attain a higher standard of excellence than has 
hitherto been reached at Exhibitions of this 
character. The Commission now in Australia 
under Major Belcher on behalf of the Exhibition, 
conferring with the Governments as to the djte“8 
of Australian participation, will have visited the 
larger Dominions by the autumn of this year, when 
the5full scope of Dominion support will be better 
known. We hope that on their way home they 
may be able to visit the West Indian Islands and 
British Guiana, for it is very desirable that those 
colonies should receive such first-hand information 
regarding the aims and scope of the Exhibition as 
will make them realise the importance of their par­
ticipating in it on a scale commensurate with their 
growing importance, and we have represented this 
to the Exhibition authorities.

PAPER IN CANE CULTIVATION.
HE May number of Sugar contains an inter­

esting account of the use of paper in cane 
cultivation in Hawaii, to which reference has 

been made from time to time in The West India 
Committee Circular. The rainfall of the Ola a 
Plantation, where the system originated, is over 
100 inches per annum, and this excessive moisture 
necessitates much weeding and consequent labour 
for the hand cultivation of the young canes. The 
attention of Mr. Eckhart, the Director of the 
Hawaiian Experiment Station, was some time back 
drawn to this trouble, and it occurred to him that 
strips of paper might be used to cover the young 
canes, and he accordingly commenced experiments 
in that direction, with the result that 3,100 acres of 
canes were treated in this manner last year with 
paper manufactured from megass in a mill erected 
for the purpose on the plantation. The paper used 
is 30 inches wide, and weighs 142 lbs. to the ream, 
about 1,080 lbs. being required for one acre. It is 
surfaced with asphalt, which makes it waterproof 
and causes it to absorb heat, thus forcing the 
growth of the canes by keeping the ground warm. 
It is laid down on the cane rows after 
planting, and the young cane shoots are able 
to burst through the paper, which ultimately 
surrounds the canes and effectively keeps down 
weeds. It is stated that the saving of labour 
thus effected is not less than 50 per cent., and 
another important point is that the use of paper 
prevents “ leaching ” and consequent loss of soluble 
nitrates used as fertilisers. A further result is that 
an increased yield of cane is obtained, estimated 
last year as being not less than 10 tons per acre. 
This is stated by the Olaa Plantation Company to 
have meant a direct gain of 39.24 per cent, per 
acre, obtained by 16.56 per cent, less labour than 
was required by the rest of the plantation. With 
the scarcity of labour which exists on the British 
Guiana sugar estates, coupled with the heavy rain­
fall and weed growth of that colony, it would seem 
that considerable advantage might be gained from 

their adoption of this method of treatment of the 
young plant canes. It must be remembered, how­
ever, that the value of the Hawaiian sugar protec­
tion is double that enjoyed by the British Guiana 
planters, and that the same economic advantage 
might not be gained by the adoption of the method. 
But the system is worth trying, and no doubt the 
new Planters’ Experiment Station in British Guiana 
has its eye on the matter.

A NEW STEAMER SERVICE.

Elders & Fyffes and the Lesser Antilles.

It will be remembered that in December last 
Messrs. Elders & Fyffes diverted their s.s. Coronado 
to Trinidad in order to take Sir Samuel Wilson, the 
then Governor-designate of that colony, to Port of 
Spain. They have now informed The West India 
Committee that they have definitely decided to give 
a sailing once a month to Barbados and Trinidad, 
commencing with the s.s. Camito on November 4th. 
The itinerary will be as follows :—

Avonmouth, leave November 4th.
Barbados, arrive and leave November 17th. 
Trinidad, arrive and leave November 18th. 
Port Limon, arrive November 23rd, leave 24th. 
Cristobal, arrive and leave November 25th.
Kingston, arrive and leave November 27th.

The steamers will carry passengers only, since 
they are, as is well known, banana carriers.

This new service will be specially welcomed in 
the Northern Islands, since the steamer will arrive 
at Port of Spain on the day preceding that on which 
the Canadian Royal Mail steamer leaves on her 
Northern voyage. The position with regard to 
Demerara is, however, not so satisfactory, since a 
passenger reaching Trinidad on November 4th, for 
example, would have to wait until the 10th for the 
south-bound Canadian steamer, though he might 
possibly pick up one of the Quebec Steamship Com­
pany’s steamers for Georgetown, at Barbados. The 
new service will also form a much needed link be­
tween the Lesser Antilles and Jamaica, and though 
the voyage between Port of Spain and Kingston 
will occupy nine days, it will be better than any­
thing experienced since the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company’s service was suspended.

Messrs. Elders & Fyffes add that they will, of 
course, arrange for return calls early next year.

Lt is proposed that the outward sailings shall be 
so arranged in relation to those of the Harrison 
Line steamers Intaba and Ingoma as to give the 
West Indies a fortnightly passenger steamer service 
at any rate during the winter months. Thus, as at 
present contemplated, the s.s. Ingoma will sail 
from Tilbury on or about November 18th. This 
should lead to a revival of the tourist business. 
Before the war quite a number of visitors from 
England spent the winter in the West Indies, but 
recently they have been debarred from doing so 
owing to the lack of direct passenger communica­
tion, for experience has shown that comparatively 
few can afford the time or the means to make the 
long journey via Canada or the United States.
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for the contmuance 
steamship service for 
1922.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Two cents man can’t change half bit silver.” 
* * *

Last year’s cacao exports from Java amounted 
to 1,057 tons as against 944 tons in 1920.

* * *
On December 31st last year the unexpended 

balance of Trinidad’s million pound loan, raised 
in 1920, amounted to £633,746 5s. 4d.

* * *
Mr. Winston Churchill returned to the House 

of Commons on the 22nd May after an absence of 
several weeks due to an accident incurred in the 
polo field.

* * *
The Canadian Government have made arrange­

ments with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company 
of its Canada-West Indies 
two years from April 1st,

* *
The largest acreage of sugar beet ever sown in 

the country is reported from the Midland and 
Eastern Counties by the British Sugar Beet 
Growers’ Society, the total for the Kelham and 
Cantley Beet Sugar Factories being over 8,000 
acres.

* * *
The Pennsylvania Bureau of Food has, says the 

Tea and Coffee Trades Journal, given a clean bill of 
health to the chocolate-coated ice-cream bars sold 
in that State. Ninety samples from thirty cities 
were examined and found to be entirely free from 
paraffin, coconut-fat, or adulteration of any kind.

* * *
The total output of crude potash salts from the 

French and German mines during the last two 
years has been, in metric tons, as follows

Alsace. Germany.
1920 ... 1,061,197 ... 11,386,439
1921 ... 902,100 ... 9,241,179

# * *
Elders & Fyffes (France) Societe Anonyme is 

the title of a company registered under French law 
to develop the banana business with France. The 
company, which has acquired land at Saint Ouen, 
has a capital of 1,000,000 francs, and it is expected 
that it will handle its first direct continental ship­
ment of bananas next year.

# * *
The report of the Atlantic Sugar Refineries, Ltd., 

Canadian refiners, shows a deficit on the profit and 
loss account of $5,188,279 for the year ending 
December 31st, 1921. The issued capital of the 
company consists of $1,111,100 seven per cent, 
cumulative preference stock, $4,888,900 ordinary 
shares, and $1,195,000 six per cent, first mortgage 
bonds.

* * *
A new white paint pigment, with titanium oxide 

as its prime factor, is being brought forward. It 
contains 26.5 per cent, of titanium oxide and 73.5 
per cent, of barium sulphate. It is claimed that 

its great value is for protective purposes. It is 
not discoloured by sulphuretted hydrogen, nor 
attacked readily by sea or salt water. Its opacity 
is great, and it is innocuous to the painter.

* * *
Every effort is being made to push the sale of 

cocoa and chocolate in the United States. The 
Tea and Coffee Trades Journal states the Forbes 
Chocolate Co. are manufacturing a new product 
known as chocolate shavings. By using these it is 
unnecessary for the consumer to shave the cake of 
chocolate in making cup chocolate. One Pennsyl­
vania dealer is presenting an aluminium saucepan 
with every four pounds of cocoa.

* * *
Following on their Mill Bulletin in Portuguese, 

the Fulton Ironworks Co. have now published an 
edition in Spanish, which can be obtained by apply­
ing to the company at their office in St. Louis. 
The photographs of five and six unit mills, driven 
by steam, as in the case of Cuba’s biggest factory, 
Delicias, and by electricity in the case of the 
Cunagua factory, are extremely interesting and 
valuable. The number of the Bulletin is 101.

* * *
The American Beet Sugar Company’s report for 

the year ending March 31st shows a deficit on the 
year’s operations of $2,634,046, as compared with 
a deficit of $133,508 for 1920-21. The net loss 
on the production and sale of sugar during the 
year was $2,157,875. The average price realised 
for the 1,557,094 bags of sugar sold during the year 
was $5.98 per bag. The capital of the company 
consists of $15,000,000 of common and $5,000,000 
of preference stock.

* * *
Mr. Robert Strang, manager of Plantation 

Udtvlugt, Demerara, is quoted in the International 
Sugar Journal as saying that the Thomas and 
Petree process, in which the use of filter presses is 
entirely eliminated, constitutes a remarkable im­
provement in factory methods, and that, in spite 
of the prevailing depression in the industry, it 
would pay every factory to install it. He calcu­
lated that by its introduction he would save at 
least $2 per ton in the cost of manufacture. Not 
only so, but the sugar was of better quality, and 
he hoped that eventually white sugar would be

The American Vice-Consul at Santo Domingo 
gives the details of the exports of cacao from that 
country for 1913, 1919, and 1920, as being :

J 1913. 1919. 1920.

Destinations. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos.
United States .. 12,868.952 20,137,896 19,282,676
United Kingdom 
France

8,424 
3,295,327 2,111,882

246,235 
3,081,309

Germany ...............
Italy ... ...............
Spain ...........................
Netherlands

3,295,178

52,580

218,555
3,550

320,726
125,551

All other countries 2,946 115,977 111,304

Total 19,470,827 22,418,335 23,389,907
* * *

In order to benefit by the lower rate of duty 
provided for under the preferential tariff, goods of
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British origin imported into Trinidad by Parcel 
post must be accompanied by a certificate, wnicln 
may be in the following shortened form :—
“I, the undersigned, declare that the contents 

of this package are the growth or produce, or, if 
a manufactured article, is to the extent of at least 
one-fourth of its present value bona fide the 
manufacture of (here state Empire country of 
origin).” , .. _ . ..

The Postmaster-General states that if this certi­
ficate is not produced Customs duty will be charged 
at the higher rates prescribed by the general tariff.

* * *
In an article on “ Molasses Feeds,” in The 

Fertiliser and Feeding-Stu^s Journal, Mr. H. C. S. 
de Whalley, A.I.C., after enumerating the various 
forms of molasses cattle foods, makes the important 
statement that only in the case of molassine meal, 
in which Sphagnum Moss is the absorbent, is there 
any extra benefit derived from their being more 
easily handled than molasses alone. The statement 
is apparently based on the moss “reducing the soda 
to potash ratio by combining with part of the potash 
salts, converting them from a soluble to an insolu­
ble form, so that they are rendered harmless.” 
An ounce of stockyard practice is worth tons of 
laboratory theory, and the solid fact is that the 
supplies of Molascuit are readily swallowed up as 
they come to hand.

* * *
Dr. J. Edmestone Barnes, the author of “The 

Economy of Life. Some suggestions for World 
Betterment ” (Chorley, The Universal Publishing 
Co.), which has recently made its appearance, was 
born in Jamaica in 1857, and educated at the 
Kingston University School. Subsequently he has 
travelled in many countries and held many and 
varied appointments, including that of surveyor 
and engineer of the South American gold mine, 
“ Callao ”; surveyor-general, and afterwards 
Director of Public Works of the Liberian Republic 
(which he represented on the Boundary Commis­
sion that determined the frontier-line between the 
Republic and Sierra Leone); and managing direc­
tor of the Lahun Gold and Diamond Mining Syndi­
cate in West Africa. The book, the writing of 
which has occupied its author 15 years, expounds 
Dr. Barnes’ theories of national and racial regenera­
tion, as illustrated by his reading of current events.

* * *
Considerable advance has of late been made in 

the development of our knowledge of the constitu­
tion of, and the relation to each other, of what are 
known chemically as the elements, the lightest of 
which is hydrogen. For some time past it had 
become evident that the atoms of which these are 
composed were electrical structures of the same type, 
consisting of a minute but solid nucleus surrounded 
by protective “electrons.” It has also been shown 
that there is simple relation existing between the 
elements, which pointed to the nuclei of all the 
elements consisting ultimately of an ordered struc­
ture of hydrogen nuclei and electrons. Sir Ernest 
Rutherford, F.R.S., at the annual meeting of the 
Institute of Metals, held recently, stated in this 

connection that experiments made by Dr. Chadwick 
and himself with the use of radium had resulted m 
the protecting zone of electrons m the case of nitro 
gen, fluorine, sodium, phosphorus, and aluminium 
being penetrated and small quantities of hydrogen 
cleaved off from the nuclei of these so-called

elements.
* * *

Mr. Clementi, in his recent lecture on Colonisa­
tion in British Guiana, said that the prime requisite 
in a scheme of free emigration from India to British 
Guiana was the establishment of cheap, regular, 
and direct lines of communication between those 
countries. In justice to Messrs. James Nourse, 
Ltd., it should be mentioned that that firm main­
tains a regular monthly service, with additional 
sailings as required, from Calcutta to the West 
Indies. Vessels call at Demerar  a as required, pro­
vided the depth of water on the Bar at Demerara 
is sufficient for the vessel to cross. With regard 
to the return voyage, vessels are despatched from 
time to time from Demerara to Calcutta when there 
is a sufficient number of people requiring passages. 
Otherwise, vessels from Calcutta, after completing 
discharge in the West Indies, return to India with 
cargo from Cuba or America via the Mediterranean, 
or via the United Kingdom, as circumstances from 
time to time dictate. In the case of vessels return­
ing to India via the Mediterranean, it would be 
possible to carry a certain number of people if pas­
sages were required.

* * *
The Maritime Merchant states that the Associa­

tion of Hawaiian Pineapple Canners are using the 
leading magazines in the United States to carry on 
an educational campaign to promote the use of 
crushed and grated pineapple. The campaign will 
embrace 32,500,000 messages in colours and 
17,000,000 in black and white, to go before the 
readers in 8,000,000 of the best-buying homes on 
that continent. Apart from this, the product is 
being pushed among pastry makers. This effort 
is being made in order to avoid a waste which is 
now incurred in the manufacture of sliced pine­
apple. In order to produce the latter article in 
its present luscious state, there is the core and a 
part also of the fruit outside the circumference of 
each slice from which there is little sale; yet it is 
just as “ flavourful ” and desirable, apart from 
the fact that it is in the form of scraps. These 
scraps are now grated and crushed and put up in 
1, 2, 2| and 10 lbs. tins for use in culinary pro­
cesses. Pies and desserts may be very advan­
tageously made from this by-product of sliced 
pineapple, and an effort is being made to cultivate 
a demand for it on a large scale for this purpose.

Red Cock-tail.—Take a full teaspoonful of 
white sugar, and add to it a cock-tail glass of 
water, melting the sugar. Add two or three tea­
spoonfuls of Angostura bitters, swizzle well, and 
then pour in a cock-tail glass of good old rum. Put 
into this as much pounded ice as will make it very 
cold. Swizzle well until a white foam is raised, 
then strain and serve at once. (These directions 
should be followed in detail if a good cocktail is 
to be the result.)
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REFINED SUGAR IN INDIA. THE GERMAN SUGAR MARKET.

By Rao Saheb Kasanji D. Naik, M.A.

The author of this article is the Officiating Secre­
tary of the Sugar Bureau of the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture in India at Pusa. lie deals 
with the output of refined sugar in India in 1921.

In India, there are at present 18 factories refin­
ing raw sugar, gur or rab. Four of these are 
situated in the province of Bihar and Orissa, 8 in 
the United Provinces, 4 in Madras, 1 in Mysore, 
and 1 in Bengal. Enquiries were instituted by the 
Sugar Bureau to ascertain the quantity of gur 
and raw sugar melted, sugar made, and molasses 
turned out by each of these factories during the 
working seasons of 1920 and 1921. Returns from 
ah factories except three were received for the 
season 1920, while only one factory failed to submit 
a return for the season 1921. Grateful acknowledg­
ments are due to the management of the various 
factories for the readiness with which they sup­
plied the information required.

We give below the total figures of gur and raw 
sugar melted, sugar made, and molasses turned out 
by these factories :—

Year 1920. Year 1921.
Maunds.* Maunds.

Gur and raw sugar melted ... 2,212,817 2,471,026
Sugar made . 1,211,274 ... 1,324,646
Molasses obtained ... ... 723,965 ... 870,704

The figures for the season 1921 are higher, 
largely owing to the fact that two factories com­
menced refining gur for the first time, and returns 
were received from two factories which did not 
furnish similar information for the previous season.

A study of the returns submitted by individual 
factories shows that there is a wide variation in 
the percentage of recovery of sugar from the raw 
material dealt with. In Northern India, where the 
refining jaggery is of an inferior value, the recovery 
of sugar varies from 35 to 45 per cent., according 
tc the efficiency of the factory. In Southern India 
where the quality of gur melted is superior, bettei; 
results are obtained. It follows, therefore, that 
in Northern India the percentage of molasses 
turned out is comparatively higher. The largest 
number of refineries is in the United Provinces; 
yet the Madras Presidency produces the largest 
amount of sugar refined from gur or jaggery. The 
United Provinces only produced 350,320 and 
458,417 maunds in the seasons 1920 and 1921 re­
spectively, as against the out-turn of 410,109 and 
481,448 maunds in the Madras Presidency.

A note published by the Secretary, Sugar 
Bureau, in the Indian Trade Journal, dated the 
1st December, 1921, gives the total quantity of 
sugar and molasses produced by factories making 
sugar direct from cane for the year 1919-20 and 
1920-21 as follows :—

If the quantity of sugar as refined in the country 
is added to these figures the total refined sugar pro-

*A “ Maund ” is equivalent to 82.3 lbs.

t Includes some raw sugar imported from abroad and 
refined locally.

The German Government have removed the em­
bargo on the importation of sugar. This step was 
adopted on May 23, in spite of the protests of the 
German sugar manufacturers, who declared that if 
foreign sugar must be admitted it should pay a 
gold duty of 1,400 marks. It is said that the deci­
sion of the German Food Minister to open the local 
markets to foreign sugar is due to the profiteering 
of the dealers, who have forced the price of sugar 
up to 20 marks per pound. The dealers, faced 
with the prospect of competition with West Indian 
sugar, are now demanding protection.

In this connection it may be of interest to add
that Herr Licht gives the following preliminary 
estimate of the European sowings in hectares for
the campaign of 1922-3, as compared with those
of 1921-22.

1922-23 1921 22
Germany 340,000 ............... 332,980
Cz.-Slovakia ... 195.000 ............... 204,000
France 140,000 ............... 107,735
Holland 63,500 70,496
Belgium 58,000 57,514
Sweden ... ‘ 16,000 ............... 48,568
Denmark : 4,000 ............... 34,000
Poland ... 97,000 ............... 81,000
Russia ... 220,000 ............... 215,769
Hungary 29,000 ............... 34,500
Italy 84,500 ............... 73,395
Others ... 95,000 ............... 85,000

TOTAL Î,362,000 1,344,957

It will be noted that an increase of 17,043 hec­
tares, or 1| per cent., is shown. One hectare is 
equivalent to 2.471 acres.

The United Kingdom’s revenue in the year 1921- 
1922 from the Customs duty on sugar and molasses 
was approximately £35,947,000. This year it is 
estimated at over a million pounds less. The Excise 
duty on sugar and molasses, which last financial 
year accounted for £811,000, is this year only ex­
pected to bring in £650,000. Imported spirits paid 
last year £11,541,000 to the Customs, as compared 
with £51,112,000 paid to the Excise by home-made 
spirits, but for this year the Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer is only expecting to obtain £10,300,000 and 
£47,700,000 respectively. The revenue derived 
from cocoa during these two periods is put down as 
£1,865,000 and £1,310,000 respectively, and that 
from coffee as £597,000 and £440,000.

(Continued from preceding column.) 
duction would amount to l,993,937t maunds, or 
73,113 tons, in the season 1920-21, as compared 
with the total production of 1,840,1941 maunds, or 
67,476 tons, in the previous season.

Year Sugar made. Molasses.
Maunds Maunds

1920-21 ............... 669,291 ............... 404,712
1919-20 ............... 628,920.^............... 370,953
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COLONIAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE.

Valuable Work in the West Indies.

The Colonial Research Committee, of which Sir 
Halford Mackinder, M.P., is Chairman and Mr. 
E. R. Darnley (to whom the origin of this useful 
department is due) Secretary, has now issued its 
second annual report,* from which it appears that 
the grant in aid of Colonial Research has not 
escaped the blows of the economy axe, it being 
recommended that the grant for 1922-3 should oe 
reduced to £1,000, without, however, any reduc­
tion in the total amount of £100,000 to be provided 
in the aggregate. . .

Dealing with the progress of the work which is 
being performed under the Committee’s auspices, 
the report states that Mr. Crawshay, who is 
stationed in the Bahamas, has continued his in­
vestigation of sponge throughout the year, and an 
area of sea amounting to about two square miles, 
immediately adjoining the laboratory building, has 
been closed against all sponging with a view to its 
employment as an experimental ground. About 
100 sponge cuttings have been planted within this 
area and are now under observation. The several 
cuttings are all marked with a distinguishing num­
ber stamped on the disc, enabling a record to be 
kept in each case of the conditions of planting and 
of the subsequent progress of the cutting, the 
positions being marked by a buoy having lead 
label attached. As discs for attachment, different 
kinds of hardwood have been employed, with a 
view to economy and simplicity of method, and in 
order to test the suitability of these for the purposes 
required. Three woods locally known as Red Torch, 
Mastic and Whitewood have so far been used. 
Cement discs are also being made by means of 
wooden moulds. These have not yet been used for 
planting. A cutting is attached to a disc by means 
of a pin passed through the cutting and through a 
small hole bored in the disc, the pin being made 
from the stalk of the palmetto. The results of the 
experiments have so far been good, the rate of 
mortality being very low and the losses being in 
all cases easy to account for. A quantity of minute 
bodies, apparently vegetable organisms, which 
occur m Plankton samples taken with the fine tow- 
nets, may be found to contribute an important part 
towards determining the question of the food sup­
ply of sponges, but no definite conclusions can at 
present be drawn on this point.

British Honduras has had the advantage of hav­
ing two experts, whose services have been provided 
by the Committee. Mr. Hummel, the forestry 

1 his examination of the forests
of the Colony and furnished a full report, the print- 
mg of which is under consideration. An abstract 
of the economic aspects of the report will appear 
m next issue. Mr L. H. Ower. the geologist 
who arrived in the Colony in the middle of last year 
has furnished a progress report, which, however’ 
has not yet been received in this country. Mr’

*A summary of the first report was published in 
India CommiTTBB Cxkcudak of March K^92! p.^T 

Ower is expected to return to England in the 
autumn of 1922 for the purpose of working out his

The Government of Jamaica found themselves 
unable to co-operate with the Committee m the 
investigation of the Panama disease, and up to the 
present it has not been found possible to proceed 

in the matter.

Minerals in the Leeward Islands.
Mr. K. W. Earle, who was sent to investigate the 

geological conditions of the Leeward Islands, visited 
Antigua, Barbuda, the Virgin Islands and Domin­
ica, finally leaving for England in August last year. 
No new minerals have been discovered, but the in­
formation which he has obtained is of considerable 
importance from the agricultural and hygienic 
standpoints land certain vague hopes of mineral 
wealth have been proved to be without foundation, 
His first report deals with the geology of Barbuda. 
This island consists almost entirely of limestone, 
which is of excellent quality, but there are no other 
mineral products of economic value, except some 
phosphates and encrustations of salt. There 
appears to be an ample supply of underground 
water. A special report is devoted to the phos­
phate deposits. These occur in caves. There is 
some phosphate of good quality, but it is so small in 
amount that it can never be of economic impor­
tance. The phosphates of the island of Redonda 
have not yet been visited.

Mr. Earle has also furnished a report on the 
geology of Antigua, and has prepared a geological 
map of the island. He has been able to correct the 
views of previous workers on the geological struc­
ture, and to show that the Cassada Garden gravels 
are not surface deposits, as had been supposed, but 
underlie the limestones on the north and east of the 
Island. On the south-west, they overlie the ashes 
and sedimentary rocks, which rest on the volcanic 
rocks forming the lofty hills that characterize the 
south-west of the Island. He was unable to find 
any traces of oil, and considers that the structure 
of the country and especially the absence of anti­
clinal folds is not such as to favour the storage of 
any oil that may have existed. There appears to 
be no evidence of metalliferous deposits other than 
iron ore, which is not likely to occur in the amounts 
required by the modem iron and steel industrv. 
The volcanic rocks would, however, furnish valuable 
road metal and building stone.

Mr. Earle also deals with the question of water 
supply. There does not appear to be any reason to 
anticipate that a satisfactory supply of pure water 
could be obtained from beneath the central plain or 
the limestone heights on the north-east. The water 
occurring in the Cassada Garden gravels already 
referred to contains too much salt to be available 
for drinking purposes. But in the volcanic hills to 
the south-west of Antigua there appears to be an 
abundant supply of water. Mr. Earle suggests 
that it should be stored by damming the hill valleys 
and there is no doubt that sufficient for all needs 
could be obtained in this way. The possibility of 
the existence of an underground supply in the hills 
should not be neglected, but in the irregular struc­
ture of a volcanic area such supplies are much more
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difficult to locate than in most regions composed of 
sedimentary rocks.

Mr. Earle furnished two reports on the Virgin 
Islands, one on the copper and molybdenum de­
posits of Virgin Gorda, and the other on the islands 
generally. Unlike the other Leeward Islands, 
which consist almost entirely of limestones and vol­
canic rocks, the Virgin Islands are formed of meta­
morphosed rocks, highly altered sediments and 
volcanic breccias—into which plutonic rocks,
chiefly diorites, and dyke rocks, especially pegma­
tites, have been intruded. It is in rocks of this 
description that metalliferous veins are particularly 
apt to occur, and the molybdenum and copper 
deposits of Virgin Gorda are an example of such 
occurrence. Other occurrences are noted by Mr. 
Earle, but so far none are known to be of much 
economic importance. On account of the difficulty 
of access to the more isolated islands and of the 
thick scrub covering much of the ground, the 
region is, however, by no means easy to prospect. 
Mr. Earle’s report on the group is most interesting, 
and he has embodied his results in a preliminary 
geological map. Much work however still remains 
to be done. Although he furnished a report on the 
metalliferous deposits in Virgin Gorda, he was un­
able to give a complete account of the deposits 
because they were covered up with mine refuse. It 
is understood that these deposits are now. being 
opened up and it is desirable that Mr. Earle should 
pay another visit to the Island to make a further 
examination of the veins.

It is proposed that the scientific results of Mr. 
Earle’s work should be presented to the Geological 
Society in a paper, but that this should be deferred 
until the fossil remains have been determined, so 
that the periods when the rocks were laid down 
may be ascertained.

Mr. Earle left England on the 2nd December, 
1921, to resume his investigations. It is intended 
that he shall make an examination of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and if time permits also of Anguilla, and 
then complete his work in Dominica. He will pay 
a short visit to Guadeloupe for the purpose of com­
paring its structure with that of the British 
islands. He will afterwads proceed to the examina­
tion of the Windward Islands. A further visit to 
Virgin Gorda will be interpolated into this 
programme if the mines on that island are opened 
up.

Mr. James J. Sabey, who was for twenty years 
with the firm of Messrs. Nathan & Godfrey, and has 
been connected with the West Indies and British 
Guiana for over forty years, embarked on business 
on his own account on June 1st, under the name of 
James J. Sabey & Son, at Evelyn House, 101, 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C.3. He has been appointed 
sole agents for Messrs. G. Bettencourt & Co., Ltd., 
of Demerara and Surinam.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The West 
India Committee who have not yet paid their sub­
scription for the current year are requested to do so 
at once.

SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies.

The Imperial Department’s Work.
Mr. Joseph Jones, in his Annual Report on the 

Agricultural Department, Dominica, for 1920-21, 
states that if the average planter of limes were 
asked in what direction the improvement of his 
trees might be effected, he would nine times out of 
ten reply : “By increasing the citric acid content 
of the fruit.” Mr. Jones points out the difficulty 
and the danger of trying to effect improvement in 
this direction. The Dominica lime at present is of 
all things hardy and resistant to disease, and if 
breeding experiments were successful in respect of 
increasing the acid content they might be disastrous 
by developing susceptibility to parasites. More­
over, such experiments would take many years 
before useful or reliable results could be secured. 
Mr. Jones goes on to say that the real need for im­
provement in Dominica is in connection with the 
better treatment and care of existing trees. At 
the Lime Experiment Station as much as 500 
barrels of limes per acre have been obtained, 
whereas the average estate yield during the last 
year or two has been less than 100. In the course 
of his interesting report, Mr. Jones calls attention 
to the reasonably good prospects which are offered 
by the cultivation of coco-nuts and camphor in 
Dominica. Camphor may be found a suitable crop 
for the interior, because the transport of its pro­
duce would present no serious difficulties on ac­
count of its small bulk and negligible weight.

Reverting to limes, some interesting figures as 
to citrate of lime production in Sicily appear in 
Bolletino della Camera Agrumaria sede Messina for 
December, 1921. The stock in Messina last Octo­
ber was 521,026 Kg., compared with 13,886 in 
1918-19. During October to December, 1921, 
10,954,205 Kg. were shipped, compared with 
8.272,159 in 1918-19. These large increases have 
unquestionably depressed the market demand for 
citrate from the West Indies.

In regard to sugar production, it is of interest m 
the West Indies to note certain large developments 
at comparatively new and little heard of centres. 
Two such centres are the Philippines and Brazil. 
In 1920 the sugar output, of the Philippines was 
423,580,253 kilos, of which the island of Negros 
(occidental) was responsible for 36.7 per cent. The 
development of the sugar industry of Negros wa^ 
called attention to by the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture for the West Indies in the West Indian 
Bulletin (Vol. XI.). Brazilian developments have 
recently been noted in the Louisiana Planter. The 
State of Pernambuco has no less than 54 modern 
central factories, and has a total output of sugar 
equal to nearly 900,000 tons of sugar per annum.

Turning to matters of more local interest, recent 
reports from all the Presidencies of the Leeward 
Islands state that favourable weather has been ex­
perienced during April. The cotton crop and the 
young canes are in excellent condition. The
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weather has been showery throughout. The yields 
of cane of last year’s crop in the Basseterre dis­
trict of St. Kitts are low, however, giving only 8 
to 15 tons per acre. Next year the yields are 
certain to be much better.

Attention continues to be given to experiments 
with Bay oil in Montserrat and with camphor in 
Dominica. The Bay oil industry, especially, has 
great possibilities in view of the reduction in the 
St. Thomas supply. St. Thomas, by the way, 
still continues to be a good market for Tortola pro­
duce, especially onions and other vegetables. In 
connection with vegetables an instructive pamph­
let has recently been published by the Chilean 
Nitrate Committee. This is well illustrated, and 
describes the most suitable varieties and methods 
of cultivation of different vegetables. The manurial 
question, while being adequately dealt with, is not 
unduly emphasised. The author is Mr. R. S. 
Cunliffe., B.Sc.

Two general botanical matters of interest to the 
West Indies have recently come under notice. V. C. 
Aldaba, in the Philippines, has made an interest­
ing enquiry into the way in which coconut flowers 
are pollinated. (The Philippine Agriculturist, 
December, 1921.) The coconut is both close and 
cross pollinated, that is, a cross is possible between 
flowers in the same tree and between flowers in 
different trees. The female flowers become recep­
tive to pollen after two or three weeks from the 
time of the appearance of the inflorescence from its 
sheath. When receptive the flowers look like small 
green nuts. They remain “ receptive ” only for 
two or three days. And as the pollen bearing 
flowers in the same inflorescence have by that time 
fallen off, the female flowers depend upon other 
inflorescences on the same or on other trees for 
their fertilisation. Artificial pollination is possible 
theoretically. But there is a limit to the mechani­
cal possibilities of an inflorescence, and there is also 
the factor of bud and fruit shedding—points with 
which Mr. Aldaba does not deal.

The other matter of botanical interest is not new, 
but worth calling attention to. It appears that in 
1905-07 collections of grasses were made by Pro­
fessor M. E. Peak in British Honduras—a colony 
about whose indigenous flora we know very little. 
The grasses referred to are described in the Pro­
ceedings of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Vol. XLIX., No. 8, October, 1913. By 
now the list no doubt needs careful revision, but is 
nevertheless useful and interesting. By this time 
a large amount of information concerning the native 
trees of British Honduras should be available from 
the botanical collections made by Mr. C. Hummel 
in 1920-21, and sent to Kew.

With further reference to trade matters affecting 
the West Indies, interesting figures are recorded in 
the Supplement recently issued by the Canadian 
Government in the Trade of Canada for 1920-21. 
While great increases are to be noted in the exports 
from Canada to the British West Indies, there were 
greater increases in respect of Fiji and Cuba. The 
value of the exports to Cuba rose from $5,000,000 
in 1914 to as much as $37,000,000 in 1921. This 
is quite remarkable, and seems to show that Canada 
can compete with the United States.

THE MERITS OF RAW SUGAR.

Dr. F. W. Alexander, Medical Oilicer of Health 
for Poplar, has prepared a special report on the 
possible causes and the prevention of malignant 
diseases, in the course of which he says

“ Diet is the basic element on which all health, 
good and bad, rests, and the extension of cancer 
appears to depend largely upon the altered con­
ditions of modem life, particularly along the lines 
of errors in eating and drinking, causing deficiency

“ Professor ” Pile.
“ Professor ” Pile, the Georgetown alligator expert, is here 

depicted in the act of imitating the alligator “call.’

of potassium in the system, due to systematic indul­
gence in unsuitable or wrrongly cooked food.

“ The cells which make up the fabric of our 
bodies cannot possibly retain their healthy con­
dition unless they are supplied with suitable salts. 
The blood which nourishes the cells should be kept 
in a healthy condition by being supplied with the 
products derived from the materials which have 
not been deprived, by heat or other means, of their 
salts and vital principles. It behoves a meat eater, 
if he would avoid the ill-effects of too copious a 
meat diet, to partake freely of suitably cooked 
vegetable food or raw fruits rich in potassium.

Potatoes and vegetables are deprived of their 
valuable salts by boiling, and these salts are poured 
down the sink. Potatoes and vegetables should 
be steamed, and the condensation dregs should be 
partaken of in soups, stews, etc. Crude or brown 
sugar contains a large proportion of potassium 
salts, which is for the most part removed from the 
white or refined article.”
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AN ALLIGATOR'S NEST.

Reptile's Domestic Habits.

cealed spot is chosen. There is always a track, 
sometimes two, leading from the nest to the water; 
the nest is never far therefrom.

By G. E. Bodkin, B.A., Dip. Agric. (Cantab), 
F.E.S.

Some years ago an illustrated account was given 
in The West India Committee Circular of the 
famous alligator catcher of British Guiana—“ Pro­
fessor ” Pile by name.

The two illustrations reproduced in this issue, 
with the “ Professor’s ” portrait, from the author’s 
own photographs, are of an alligator’s nest, with 
the contained eggs exposed—both near and distant 
views.

This nest was discovered by tlhe redoubtable 
Pile in a clump of bamboos in the Botanic 
Gardens, Georgetown, British Guiana, in the vici­
nity of one of the lakes. There were several layers 
of eggs beneath the ones depicted in tlhe photo­
graph. The covering of damp and decaying bam­
boo leaves was removed to show the eggs.

During the months of June and July, Pile is 
actively engaged in locating alligator nests. Female 
alligators have a habit of constructing their nests 
in the same spot, year after year, despite the fact 
that they are regularly despoiled by the worthy 
Pile. Each nest is visited several times, and the 
eggs are not removed till they are ready to hatch. 
Alligators mate during tlhe months of May and 
April. During this period the males perform 
nocturnal, terrestrial perambulations in search of 
the females, and give forth a characteristic sound 
which Pile describes as a “ roar.” Violent com­
bats then take place between the males and, as is 
usually the case, it is the survival of the fittest.

The female alligator commences to construct tlhe 
nest some three weeks before the actual deposition 
of the eggs takes place. A secluded, well con-

An Alligator’s Nest.
This nest was discovered in the Botanic Gardens, Georgetown, 
Demerara, by “Professor” Pile, the well-known alligator catcher.

Alligator’s Eggs.
These eggs closely lesemble those of the duck. Below them were several 

more layers, an average deposit being from 20 to 45.

The nest itself is composed of de­
caying vegetation secured from the 
surrounding growth ; as often as not 
it is of bamboo leaves. This ma­
terial is raked together into a solidly 
composed, irregularly shaped heap 
about three feet high.

In the centre thereof the eggs are 
deposited. In number they vary 
from twenty to forty-five.

A point which strikes one about 
such nests is their solid construction, 
layer upon layer of decaying leaves 
being pressed well down upon one 
another. The centre is distinctly 
damp with a raised temperature. 
The external appearance conforms 
well with the surroundings. Nest­
making is carried on exclusively at 
night, and when the eggs are laid the 
female is continually on the watchk

The eggs are uniform in size and 
shape, and in colour pure white. 
In length they are 21 inches, in 
breadth 1| inches. In shape they
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are not unlike a fowl’s egg, but somewhat more 
elongate. The surface is rough, and produces a 
harsh grating sound when in contact with another 
egg. The noise thus produced is not unlike the 
grating produced by contact of the surfaces of red 
earthenware flower-pots. The incubation period is 
about 75 days.

The young alligators break the shells themselves, 
though the mother may help them out. They re­
pair at once to the water—their natural element.

The young alligators grow rapidly, and easily 
double their size within the year. Their food con­
sists principally of small fish and frogs. With age 
and accompanying bulk they grow bolder and 
attack large birds of prey. The young alligators 
are. themselves preyed upon by large fish, birds 
and their own kind.

THE MIAMI-BARBADOS CABLE.

The State Department at Washington con­
firmed on May 4th the permission granted by the 
United States Government to the Western Union 
Telegraph Company to land the Miami-Barbados 
cable at Miami, Fla. Officials, however, took 
care to explain, says the New York Times 
Washington correspondent, that this permission 
does not end the long-standing controversy be­
tween the cable company and the Government. 
Authority is granted merely to land the cable, 
and not to operate it. Upon being landed, the 
cable will be sealed and will remain so until the 
negotiations now in progress are completed. It is 
expected, however, that the matter will be satis­
factorily settled in the near future.

It is understood that negotiations are in progress 
between the Western Cable Company, a British 
concern with which the Western Union Com­
pany has a working agreement, and the All-Ameri­
can Cable Company, an American concern, look­
ing to the renunciation of certain monopoly privil­
eges now enjoyed by the two companies on the 
East and West coasts of South America respec­
tively.

The controversy with the Western Union, which 
began during the Wilson Administration and re­
sulted at one time in the use of naval vessels to 
prevent landing the cable at Miami, grows out of 
the policy of this Government in refusing to coun­
tenance cable monopolies. The Miami cable was 
intended to connect at Barbados with a line of 
the Western Cable Company, which connects with 
Brazil, where the British concern enjoyed mono­
poly rights.

The persistent attitude of this Government led 
the Western Cable Company and the All-American 
Cable Company to enter into negotiations looking 
to the mutual renunciation of their monopoly 
rights. When these are concluded the cable will 
be opened.

This matter is of importance to the West Indies 
since it was provided under the landing agreement 
at Barbados that in the event of all other means 

of telegraphic communication breaking down the 
companies owning the Miami-Pernambuco cables 
should accept messages for the outside world.

THE UNITED STATES TARIFF.

The proposed new Customs Tariff of the United 
States, as reported to the Senate on 10th of April, 
varies very considerably from the Bill in the form 
in which it was passed by the House of Representa­
tives last year. The following table shows the 
revised rates of duty on some of the principal pro­
ducts of the British West Indies :—
Angostura bitters, per proof gallon 

(Other bitters, $5).
Arrowroot (in its natural state) ...
Asphalt
Bananas, green or ripe
Chicle, crude, per lb.

,, treated, per lb.
Cigars, per lb.
Citric acid ...
Cocoa and chocolate, prepared, per lb.

$4’504- 25% 
25%

„ „ (valued at more than 20 cents, per lb.) 2 cents.
Coconut oil, per lb.
Coconuts, each
Cotton (If in. staple or more), per lb.
Diamonds, rough ...
Honey, per lb.
Limes and oranges, per lb.

(Lemons „ „ 2 cents.) 
Lime juice ...
Mahogany (unmanufactured)

10%

mo
free

15 cents.
20 „

ad valorem 
ad valorem 
... 1 cent.

... 4 cents.
... 4 cent. 
... 7 cents. 

ad valorem
... 3 cents.
... 1 cent.

free
15% ad valorem

Molasses and syrups (not above 75°), per lb. LW cents.
,, „ (not above 48% sugar), per gall.

Nutmegs (unground), per lb. ...
¿ cent.

2cei.ts.
„ (ground) „ ,, 

Petroleum crude, fuel or refined 
Pimento (unground), per lb.

„ (ground) ,, ,,
,, (preserved whole) per lb.

Sugar (not above 75°), per lb.
for each additional polariscope degree...

... 5cents, 
free 

... 1 cent. 
... 3 cents. 
...6 cents, 

cent, 
rb cent.

CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN.

Uniformity has long been a slogan of The West 
India Committee, whose members will be glad to 
learn that the action taken with regard to Certifi­
cates of Origin under the Preferential Tariffs is 
bearing fruit. It will be recalled that the Committee 
drew attention to the complete lack of uniformity 
which characterised these forms of certificates when 
they were first promulgated, and urged that steps 
might be taken to bring about uniformity with a 
view to simplifying and facilitating trade between 
the mother country and the British West Indies. 
Meanwhile the Imperial Customs Conference recom­
mended a form of Certificate of Origin for adoption 
throughout the Empire. This was submitted to 
the West Indian colonies by the Secretary of State, 
and has now been adopted by all with the exception 
of some of the Leeward Islands and British Guiana, 
with very satisfactory results. It is much to be 
hoped that the two colonies now standing out of the 
arrangement will shortly complete the circle, and 
will show once again that the West Indies are 
capable of acting uniformly in such matters.
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NEW MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.
The West India Committee’s new Map of the 

West Indies has now been published, and copies 
can be obtained from the Secretary, The West 
India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.3. The 
size of the map, which is handsomely coloured, is 
48 by 37 inches, and the scale is 1 : 3,500,000, or 
55 miles to the inch. The map extends from 
Tampa, Florida, in the North to the extreme 
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between the West Indies and Central America and 
Canada and the United States. There is also a 
valuable statistical diagram giving the area and 
population of the British West India Islands, with 
the number of persons per square mile, based upon 
the 1921 Census, with additional figures for British 
Guiana and British Honduras; An inset of Wales 
provides a useful scale of comparison in size with 
the countries and islands shown upon the map. 
Generally, the map has undergone most careful and

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE

THE WEST INDIES

A New Map of the West Indies.

ThbWBST India CoMMlWS new publication is claimed to be “ore 
much valuable information regarding steamship routes, cables, etc., etc., as to make

Southern boundary of British Guiana in the South, 
and East to West from Paramaribo to Guatemala. 
The principal railways, steamer routes (with dis­
tances in nautical miles), submarine cables, wireless 
telegraph stations, and coaling and oil fuel stations 
are all clearly indicated, and the following islands 
and groups of islands are shown on the enlarger 
scale of 1 : 1,500,000 by means of insets : Jamaica, 
the Windward Islands, the Leeward Islands, Bar­
bados, and Trinidad and Tobago. .

An enlarged plan of the Panama Canal is also 
given on the scale of about three miles to one inch, 
and a route map showing the various connections

thorough revision. The price of the map will be :

Inland 8/6
Abroad 9/6

Sheet . • -7/6 Post free {

Mounted and folded .15 - „
Mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers

Carriage free (inland) 14/-; abroad according 
destination.

15/6 
12/6 
to

FineMr J W. McConnel, Chairman of the 
Cotton Spinners’ and Doublers’ Association, whose 
death is recorded, .ÎÎæ ’
He was a member of The West India Committee.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE. SOME COMPANY NOTES.

Annual General Meeting.

Presiding at the annual meeting of The West 
India Committee, on May 25th, Mr. Robert Ruther­
ford referred at the outset to the loss that the 
Committee had sustained through the deaths of 
Sir William Trollope, a member of the Executive, 
and of Mr. Edgar Tripp, for many years the Com­
mittee’s Honorary Correspondent in Trinidad. He 
went on to say that he was glad that the Commit­
tee’s financial position was satisfactory, although 
the Hon. Treasurers had not yet been able to 
secure suitable new premises.

The Chairman then moved the adoption of the 
report and accounts,* briefly alluding to the 
various matters dealt with in the former. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Cyril Gurney (Deputy 
Chairman) and carried unanimously.

The re-election of the following twelve members 
of the Executive Committee, retiring by virtue of 
Article VI. of the Royal Charter of Incorporation, 
was moved by Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Codlens, V.D., 
of Trinidad, seconded by Mr. J. M. Du Buisson, and 
carried. Mr. C. A. Campbell, Mr. S. Cameron, Sir 
Edward Davson, Lieut.-Colonel Ivan B. Davson, 
O.B.E., Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. Humphry Crum 
Ewing, Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc., Mr. G. Macgregor 
Frame, Mr. W. A. Griffin, Mr. T. Harrison 
Hughes, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, and Mr. H. F. 
Previte. In moving the resolution, Lieut.-Colonel 
Collens said that, speaking as a resident in the West 
Indies, he could state that the efforts of The West 
India Committee on behalf of those colonies were 
very greatly appreciated, and in fact the Commit­
tee was looked upon there as the mouthpiece of 
the West Indies in London.

Lieut.-Colonel Davson then moved a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, which was seconded by 
Mr. H. F. Previte, and carried unanimously. Mr. 
Rutherford replied, and the proceedings terminated.

The members present included Lieut.-Colonel 
J. H. Collens, V.D., Lieut.-Colonel Ivan Davson, 
O.B.E., Mr. J. M. Du Buisson, Mr. Cyril Gurney, 
Sir William Grey-Wilson, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Miss 
Iris Howard, Mr. A. G. Low , Mr. E. Luxmoore 
Marshall, Dr. G. B. Mason, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. J. 
Herbert Scrutton, Mr. F. H. Watson, Rev. James 
Williams, Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. (Secre- 
tary)> and Captain Gilfred Knight (Assistant Secre­
tary).

Lady Glenconner, widow of Lord Glenconner, 
who died in November, 1920, was married on the 
4th June to Viscount Grey of Fallodon. It will be 
recalled that the bridegroom, so well known as the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs at the out­
break of the European War, was a member of the 
Royal Commission which visited the West Indies in 
1897.

The Report and Accounts were published in The West 
India Committee Circular of May 11th, pages 207-212.

The Queen’s Park Hotel Co., Ltd.
Speaking at the 27th annual general meeting, on April 

27th, at Marine Square, Port-of-Spain, the chairman, the 
Hon. Alexander Fraser, said that for the year ended 
December 31st last, the gross receipts were the largest in 
the history of the company. This was very satisfactory, 
especially as at the previous annual general meeting it was 
doubtful, on account of the depression in trade generally, 
if the hotel would have a successful year. While the 
receipts had been large, however, their expenditure had 
also been heavy, especially for repairs and renewals, the 
entire premises having been painted throughout. Other 
expenditure had also been incurred in putting the properties 
in first-class condition.

The balance at credit of profit and loss account amounted 
to $10,826, and the directors recommended that $3,648 be 
applied to writing off depreciation on buildings, plant and 
machinery and furniture, and the payment of a dividend 
at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum, absorbing $5,472. 
leaving $1,706 to be carried forward, including provision 
for income tax.

The company had purchased the property, No. 5, Cummins 
Lane, with the object of either extending the garage or 
rebuilding the house for the accommodation of members 
o^ the staff presently occupying rooms in the hotel. The 
working for the first three months of the current year 
was quite satisfactory, and as there would not be such 
heavy expenditure for repairs and renewals and laundry 
as in the past year, the chairman thought the shareholders 
could look forward to favourable results for 1922. Mr. Fraser 
paid a tribute to the staff for their loyal work during the 
past year.

The chairman moved the adoption of the report, which 
was seconded by Sir Norman Lamont, Bart., and carried 
unanimously. The retiring directors, Sir Norman Lamont. 
Bart., and Mr. A. S. Creighton, were re-elected.

British Guiana Loan.
A new British Guiana Government ¿1,000,000 54 

per cent, loan (being the equivalent of British Guiana 
dollars 4,800,000 at the fixed rate of $4.80 to the ¿) 
was issued in London on the 31st Mav, when sub­
scriptions were invited for bearer bonds in denomina­
tions of ¿1,000, ¿500, ¿200, and ¿100, at a price of 
99s per ¿100 bond, redeemable at par 1942-72. The 
loan, which is required to meet the cost of sea de­
fence works, railway improvements on the coast, and 
other public works (some of which have been already 
carried out), is secured on all the general revenues 
and assets of the colony, and ranks pari passu with 
all other loans of the colony which are outstanding, 
whether local or otherwise, subject only to a prior 
charge for the Civil List, which, as "appropriated 
under Ordinance No. 9 of 1917, is approximatelv 
¿23,000, and no other charge may be created. The 
Public Debt of British Guiana amounted on Decem- 
ber 31st, 1921, to approximately ¿1,666,666, since 
which date a loan of nearly $2,000,000 has been raised 
locally. It is gratifying to learn that by 10 a.m. on 
the day of issue the loan was over-subscribed.

The Hon. Carl de Verteuil was, on the occasion 
oi the King’s Birthday, awarded the C.M.G. in 
recognition of his long services to agriculture in 
Trinidad and Tobago.

Subscriptions to The West India Committee be­
came renewable on January 1st last.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

The Louisiana Planter says that Professor Tril- 
bert, of Germany, has experimented with the pro­
ducts evolved from the combustion of sugar, and 
found among them a gas which is fatal to typhoid 
and tubercular germs. The stench of dead meat 
was also completely removed by it.

* * *
Patterson has claimed that the decolorising 

power of animal charcoal is due to a nitrogenous 
base which can be extracted by concentrated sul­
phuric acid. His work in this direction has been 
repeated by Mr. P. M. Horton, who has brought 
his results before the American Chemical Society. 
Horton concludes that the nitrogenous base de­
scribed by Patterson has no special decolorising 
power, and that the decolorising power of animal 
charcoal is due to other causes.

* * *
The coffee leaf spot disease (Stilbella flavida) has 

been for some time the cause of continuous and 
heavy losses to the coffee growers of Porto Rico, 
and a Bulletin (No. 28) has been issued by the 
Porto Rico Experiment Station on the subject. 
The degree of control that the station was able 
to maintain over the disease in very adverse cir­
cumstances demonstrated that it could be handled 
easily by destroying the host plants, and after that, 
by maintaining a strict quarantine.

* * *
The United States Department of Agriculture 

has lately developed a process for the rapid pro­
duction of vinegar from oranges for which there is 
no market, or which are not fit for sale. The new 
process takes 24 hours instead of from 60 to 90 
days. One ton of oranges will make about 70 
gallons of the vinegar, at a manufacturing cost of 
10 cents per gallon. Anyone interested should 
apply for further information to the Citrus By­
products Laboratory, U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture, Washington, D.C.

* * . *
Attached to the Ewa plantation in Honolulu is 

a school for the children of the employees of the 
company owning the estate. Recently an addition 
has been made to the curriculum of the school in 
the way of a course of instruction in the first prin­
ciples of cane agriculture and sugar manufacture, 
which is conducted by the members of the planta­
tion staff. The Sugar Central and Planters News 
of the Philippines states that the experiment has 
been so successful that the Hawaiian Department 
of Agriculture is arranging to extend the idea to 
other of the Hawaiian schools.

* * *
An interesting lecture has recently been de­

livered before the Institute of Jamaica by Mr. 
Robert Stafford Biscoe, on the subject of Rural 
Jamaica. What Jamaica wants, said Mr. Biscoe, 
is villages in the place of bush settlements, 
coupled with good leadership and with co-opera­
tion. In these, sanitation should be provided. 

good recreation and friendly societies instituted, 
and as an encouragement to the production of good 
crops land should be set aside in each village for 
the purposes of agricultural experiments under the 
control of the Agricultural Society.

* *
Experiments have recently been made by Dr. C. 

A. Browne on the moisture-absorptive power of 
different sugars and carbohydrates. The sub­
stances experimented with were anhydrous dext­
rose, levulose, rhamnose, sucrose, maltose, lactose, 
raffinose, starch, cellulose, invert sugar, honey, 
molasses, malt syrup and commercial glucose. At 
the end of an hour’s exposure to an atmosphere 
of* 60 per cent, humidity at a temperature of 68 
deg. F., the substances which showed the greatest 
absorptive power were starch and cellulose, and 
the least, dextrose and sucrose.

* * *
The cultivation of tobacco in Java is conducted 

partly by natives working on their own account, 
partly by natives under the supervision of Euro­
pean planters, who lease the land from the natives, 
hiring these for the work, and partly by European 
companies, who lease large tracts of land from the 
sultans and princes. Three grades of tobacco are 
exported, viz., leaf tobacco, grown by estates under 
European control, “ Krossak ” or scrubs, a leaf 
tobacco grown by natives, of low grade, and “ Ge- 
korven,” or stripped and cut tobacco made up of 
leaves which will not go into “ Krossak ’’ grades 
to good advantage, but which are of fairly good 
quality.

* * *
Among the most interesting wild plants observed 

by Dr. N. L. Britton, the Director-in-Chief of the 
New York Botanical Garden, during his visit to 
Trinidad in 1920, was a small tree of the gentian 
family, growing at the top of the northern slope 
of Mount Tucuche. The tree is two or three times 
a man’s height, with a few nearly upright 
branches, and a smooth trunk three or four inches 
in diameter, near the ground. The leaves are 
stalked, broad, dark green and leathery, and the 
flowers are greenish-yellow in colour and bell- 
shaped, and about an inch long. Dr. Britton 
describes it as Chelonanthus Arboreus, spec, nov.^ 
although he states that he does so with some hesi­
tation.

-V- «V- az-w w
One of the greatest obstacles in the way of the 

development of sugar in India is the conservatism 
of the East Indian agricultural native, who regards 
anything new as being useless in the light of his 
countless centuries of agricultural practice. A good 
illustration of this occurred in British Guiana many 
years ago, when the Colonial Company started 
manurial experiments on their estates in that 
colony. The old-established mind of the East 
Indian immigrant could not grasp the why and the 
wherefore of the various, to him meticulous, 
details and practices essential to their conduct, and 
summed up the situation by describing them as 
“dam humbug fields,” by which title he invari­
ably alluded to them during the years the fields 
were carried on.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 247.)

Some of the later drafts for the British West 
Indies Regiment were certainly not up to the stan­
dard of fitness and efficiency reached by the first 
contingents, and there was some lack of discipline 
at Taranto when the men were awaiting repatria­
tion in the tedious months immediately .following 
the Armistice. But such disturbances as arose 
were far less serious than many which occurred 
among the Canadian and Australian troops whilst 
they were awaiting demobilisation, and it is gener­
ally believed that they would have been obviated 
if the B.W.I. battalions had been brigaded under a 
sympathetic officer, as they were in Palestine, in­
stead of a staff which quite failed to understand the 
men and their ways.

The most fantastic rumours of these demobilisa­
tion troubles reached the West Indies, and when 
the first homeward bound transports entered Kings­
ton Harbour, officers and men were indignant, 
though not a little amused, when motor launches 
with their seamen armed to the teeth and their 
carronades cleared away and all ready for action 
patrolled around and about them, as if they ex­
pected at least a mutiny. But in spite of evil fore­
bodings, the troops were landed, and demobilisa­
tion proceeded without a hitch, the men receiving 
a warm welcome from their relatives and friends.

Curiously enough, however, it was in the West 
Indies that the war effort of the local contingents 
appeared to be least appreciated. The colonies, or 
most of them, at any rate, having sent the men 
overseas, seemed to consider that their responsi­
bility ended there, and no organised effort was 
made to provide for the welfare of the repatriated 
veterans, or to settle them, on the land, and conse­
quently many of the B.W.I.s drifted to Cuba, to 
which island they were indeed deliberately en­
couraged to emigrate.

An attempt to deprive the B.W.I.s of the in­
crease of pay given to the English troops alongside 
which they were serving was frustrated by the acti­
vities of the West Indian Contingent Committee; 
but when the question of pensions came to be dealt 
with, that body had ceased to exist. The pensions 
granted seemed quite inadequate, since the cost of 
living had risen in the West Indies as elsewhere, 
and it was pathetic to see the eagerness with which 
a small party of cx-B.W.I. men, each minus one or 
more limbs, discussed this question after a meeting 
of the Jamaica Imperial Association, and how 
grateful they were when one promised to bring it 
before the notice of the authorities at home. This 
pledge was redeemed, and eventually the pensions 
were increased.

But let us return to Mr. Franck. That scurrilous 
writer does not confine his remarks to the 
British West Indies Regiment. He is equally rude 
about the people of Jamaica generally. He de­
clares that they are insolent, lying, slow-witted, 
inhospitable, arrogant, and goodness knows what 
else that is bad. There are, indeed, no bounds to 

the vituperation which he hurls at these British 
subjects, and it is not to be wondered at that, ac­
cording to his own admission, “children ran at the 
sight” of him.

Reading between the lines of his venomous at­
tack, one suspects that he must have attempted to 
treat Jamaicans as many of his countrymen serve 
the blacks in the United States—which will not do— 
and this suspicion is strengthened when one finds 
him admitting that he shouted back at some people 
who were chaffing him, “I am selling something to 
make niggers white” !

Even if his remarks had been confined to the 
people of Kingston—and it must be remembered 
that sea-port towns in no part of the world attract 
the best elements in the population of a country— 
they would have had no» real justification, and it is 
absurd for him to suggest that “the capital is un­
safe for respecting white women at any hour.” In 
this connection let me quote Sir Sydney Olivier, who 
in his book “ White Capital and Black Labour ” 
writes :—

Now the fact is that in the British West Indies 
assaults by black or coloured men on white women 
or children are practically altogether unknown. No 
apprehension of them whatever troubles society. I 
say this as an administrator familiar with the judicial 
statistics, as a resident familiar with all parts of 
Jamaica and all classes of its population, as the head 
of a household of women and girls which have fre­
quented the suburbs of Kingston, and lived for weeks 
and months in remote country districts with neither 
myself nor any other white man within call. Any 
resident in Jamaica will tell the same story7. A young 
white woman can walk alone in the hills or to King­
ston, in daylight or dark, through populous settlements 
of exclusively black or coloured folk, without en­
countering anything but friendly salutation from man 
or woman. Single ladies may hire a carriage and 
drive all over the Island without trouble or molesta­
tion. Offences against women and children come into 
the courts : but they are not against white women and 
children. Whatever may be the cause, it is the in­
disputable fact that Jamaica, or any other West Indian 
Island, is as safe for white women to go about in, if 
not safer than any European country with which I am 
acquainted. There have been no savage punishments 
here, no terrorism, no special laws, no illegal 
discriminations against the coloured. If, then, there 
is special ground for fearing assaults of this character 
by coloured on white in America, it clearly cannot 
possibly be due to any necessary or special propensity 
of race.

It is for the reader to decide whether he will ac­
cept the statement of a globe-trotting American, or 
that of a Colonial Administrator of wide experience 
who, as Colonial Secretary and Governor of 
Jamaica, was brought into close personal touch 
with the people of that island.

That there is a certain amount of begging must 
be conceded; but in this connection it is the 
thoughtless tourist who is the demoralising element, 
since he encourages children and cadgers by giving 
them money. Moreover, he often fails to realise 
that if you do not behave like a gentleman towards 
him, the black man becomes aggressive, being quick 
to appreciate your mental attitude.

Bearing in mind the wretched circumstances in 
which many of the poorer people live in Kingston, 
it is astonishing that there is not more crime and
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dishonesty than there is. The town has many 
squalid tenements—often six or eight in a “yard,” 
towards which the wastrels in the island drift in 
search of odd jobs or any other easy form of liveli­
hood. But to judge the Jamaican by such as these 
would be as fair as it would be to judge the English­
man by the “down and out” of the East-end of 
London.

The average Jamaican is really quite a self- 
respecting individual until he is tampered with by 
outside influences. With a tiny house and a pro­
vision ground in the country he passes a contented 
existence, and among all classes of the community 
there are many able and lovable men.

Unlike many wage-earners elsewhere—in Bar­
bados, for example—the Jamaican has never been 
compelled by force of circumstances to acquire the 
habit of regular work. But he does work hard on 
his provision ground, and has shown in Panama 
and Cuba that he can also work hard for others 
when sufficient inducement is offered. Those 
who would understand his mentality should study 
what Sir Sydney Olivier has to say about it in his 
admirable little book, to which reference has 
already been made.

At Kingston my cruise in that happiest of ships 
the Calcutta was brought to a close, and I reluc­
tantly bade farewell to Sir Alan Everett, the most 
entertaining of hosts. Captain Percy Noble, 
“ Flags” and Bartimeus and their shipmates, who 
had made me so welcome that I now felt that I 
had known them all my life. They were now bound 
for Bermuda, whose community was no doubt look­
ing forward to their arrival as eagerly as the people 
of the West Indies were anticipating their return. 
The officers and ships’ companies of these light 
cruisers which now patrol the Caribbean are quite 
a feature of social life in the West Indies, bringing 
with them as they do new ideas, and adding a spice 
of cheeriness to the social functions which invari­
ably mark their arrival at any given port. But 
they also serve a useful purpose, not only by show­
ing the flag—the importance of which cannot be 
exaggerated—but by safeguarding the law-abiding 
residents in the islands from those periodical dis­
turbances which occasionally arise in even the best 
regulated communities.

Writing of these cruisers reminds me of an occa­
sion in 1905—how long ago it now seems!-—when 
a deputation of the Executive of The West India 
Committee waited upon Mr. Arthur Balfour, the 
then Prime Minister, at Downing Street. It was 
stipulated that the interview should be private, and 
this injunction was observed so literally that an air 
of impenetrable mystery surrounded the meeting. 
The Unionist ministry was tottering to its fall, and 
the doorstep of No. 10 was besieged by Pressmen 
eager to know what the object was of the visit of so 
numerous a deputation. The members of the Com­
mittee, however, resolutely declining to disclose 
their identity, many strange rumours spread 
through London, the contents bills of the evening 
papers speaking of a “Mysterious Deputation to the 
Premier,” while one writer gave currency to the 
view that the deputation had waited on the Prime 
Minister to invite him to open a new green on the 
Tooting Golf Links, and another suggested that it 

had submitted patterns for wall-paper for Mr. 
Balfour’s private residence. What they really dis­
cussed was the question of the withdrawal of the 
troops from the West Indies—the paramount im­
portance of protecting these colonies. It was as 
the outcome of that meeting that certain of His 
Majesty’s ships have patrolled the Caribbean, 
ready at a moment’s notice to answer any S.O.S. 
that may reach them from the islands, and to sup­
port the local police in maintaining law and order. 
That they have proved a stabilising influence is 
beyond any possible doubt.

(To be continued..}

OBITUARY.
Mr. Septime Hughes Clauzel.

We regret to learn that Mr. Septime Hughes 
Clauzel died in St. Lucia on the 17th April, at the 
age of 83.

A member of The West India Committee for nearly 
twenty years, Mr. Clauzel came from a French plant­
ing and military stock, his father, Dominis Clauzel, 
being a descendant of Field-Marshal Bartnand 
Clauzel, who figured so prominently in the Napoleonic 
Wars. He began his planting career at a very early 
age, and at 18 he was the manager of the Monplaisant 
(now Invergoil), which then boasted of a large sugar 
plantation and muscovado works. Later he moved to 
Anse Mahaut, which he controlled for a short periou, 
after which he took charge of the Canaries estate, 
then the property of the late Hon. Emanuel Du 
Boulay. From that time onwards his fame as a sugar 
planter was widely recognised ; he was transferred to 
the Windward side of the island, where he laboured for 
18 years, and successfully managed the estates owned 
by Mr. Du Boulay in Dennery, namely, Anse Canot, 
Resource, Richfond, and La Caye. In 1884 Mr. Du 
Boulay formed a syndicate which acquired the Roseau 
estates and factory, to which Mr. Clauzel was again 
transferred, and after a long service of 34 years with 
the St. Lucia Usines and Estates Co., Ltd., he retired 
on a pension in October, 1919.

Mr. Clauzel’s experience and administration as a 
sugar planter and manufacturer were second to none 
in the island. His zeal and activity were remarkable 
for one so old, and during his management of the 
Dennery estates and factory he would take long rides 
on horseback from Roseau to Dennery and back 
again, and this at 79. At 82 he inspected the Cui de 
Sac plantations for the Cui de Sac Co., Ltd., for 
nearly six months. Everywhere Mr. Clauzel served, 
he succeeded in obtaining a greater output of sugar 
than any of his predecessors. In 1909 the Roseau 
factory, which he then managed, turned out 2,300 tons 
of 1 st jet sugar, thus exceeding, it is said, the com­
bined output of any other two factories in the colony 
in that year.

Of a hospitable and genial disposition, he was 
highly esteemed by all. His popularity with the 
labourers who toiled under him, as well as others, was 
reflected in the frequent visits he received during his 
last hours, and in the large concourse, which repre­
sented every section of the community, that followed 
him to the grave. In domestic life the deceased was 
a most affable husband and affectionate father. He 
leaves a daughter and two sons, one of whom is at 
present manager of Cui de Sac, to wWi he has be­
queathed a large share of his real estate.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Antiguaos Cotton Regulations.
A duty of five shillings on every passenger ticket 

for voyages outside the colony is imposed by Ordi­
nance No. 4 of this year.—To protect the cotton indus­
try from the ravages of the pink boll-worm, Ordi­

The Caroni Réclamation.
This great dam has been constructed by the shovel depicted in the 

second illustration on this page.

nance No. 7 enacts that all cotton plants must be 
completely burnt before the first day of the close 
season, during which time no cotton seed is to be 
sown. The period of the close season may be fixed 
for different localities each year by the Governor, 
who is also empowered to appoint inspectors with 
drastic powers to enforce the provisions of the Ordi- 
nance.—The Leeward Islands’ wedding gift to Prin­
cess Mary took the form of a beautifully 
mounted address, an illustration of which, 
from a photograph taken by the Rev. 
P. K. P. Bolton, will appear in next issue. 
Mr. Bolton has been appointed Rector of 
St. George’s, Dominica.

Bahamas Governor’s Salary.
The question of the Governor’s salary 

was debated in the House of Assembly on 
May 16th. A committee to whom the 
matter had been referred reported that 
“from a sentimental and Imperial point of 
view’’ it was desirable that the colony 
should not pay the whole salary, although 
they could at present afford to do so. A 
Bill increasing the colony’s portion to 
£1,500 a year (making, with the amounts 
paid from Imperial sources, a total of 
£2,600) was passed. The Legislative 
Council has sanctioned the Vote of In­
demnity For £304,500 for hotel accommo­
dation, and passed the Bill author­
ising the raising of a loan to meet 
the cost of erection if necessary.—The Commis­
sion of Enquiry into the conduct of Major Turner the 
Police Commandant, and Mr. Yates, the Magistrate 
have now reported, and the report has beciF trans­
mitted to the Secretary of State.—A Bahamas branch 
of the League of Nations Union has been started the

Hon. Willoughby Bullock being elected the first 
Chairman, and Mrs. Patrick Hare the Hon. Secretary.

Hon. H. E. W. Grant, C.M.G., the Colonial Secre­
tary, returned to Nassau on May 12th after spending 
six months leave in England.

Barbados Crop Conditions.

A dry fortnight is recorded in the Advocate of May 
9th, which states that the young crop continues 
healthy and vigorous, and the ratoons are also vigorous

and bunching thickly. In St. Philip’s 
and Christ Church reaping is nearly over. 
In the hill parishes and red soils the ton­
nage per acre is surpassing expectations, 
and the yield is regarded as satisfactory. 
The improved outlook for cotton has led to 
a larger area being planted in St. Philip 
than in recent years. Barbados is one of 
the few cotton-growing areas free from the 
boll-worm.—Mr. Rickman, the Income Tax 
expert, arrived in the Island on May 3rd.

Retrenchment in Honduras.
It is announced in the Official Gazette 

that New Orleans and Swan Island 
stations discontinued sending Press news 
after 30th April.—The Belize Independent 
of May 10th anticipated that the Retrench­
ment Committee, to correspond presum­
ably to the Geddes Committee of the home 
country, would consist of Hon. C. Francis, 
Hon. A. R. Usher, M.B.E., Hon. G. E. 
Grabham, Mr. F. W. Biddle, Mr. F. R.

Dragten, and Mr. P. Stanley Woods.

Dominica’s Acting Administrator.
The Governor of the Leeward Islands by Order in 

Council has directed an enquiry before the Executive 
Council of the Presidency into certain charges against 
Mr. Peter Noble, Colonial Engineer and Surveyor- 
General.—Mr. R. Nosworthy, Island Treasurer of

to reclaim the Caroni Swamp.

The Shovel “Chancellor.”
. F r , redge or shovel is shown hacking its wav through a hard 

P^tch of land at Caroni, Trinidad, and building up thé East Dam which 
will help to reclaim the Caroni Swamp.

Jamaica, has been appointed Acting Administrator 
01 Dominica for nine months.

The Panama Disease in Jamaica.
At a large gathering of banana proprietors, planters 

and cultivators at Port Morant, on the nth May, to
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consider the question of the Panama disease, Hon. S. 
S. Stedman advocated the establishment of an 
Advisory Board to work with the Agricultural De­
partment in an effort to combat the pest.—The 
obituary list includes the name of Captain Alexander 
Bonitto, of Battersea Pen, Mandeville, who died on 
May roth. For many years in the Royal Mail Ser- 
\ ice, Captain Bonitto was during the South African 
war in charge of a big cable ship, the Duplex.

Mr*. Brooks leaves St. Lucia..

Mr. T. G. Westall, Deputy-Chairman of the Agri­
cultural and Commercial Society, presiding at a 
meeting of that body on the 24th April, offered the 
Society’s congratulations to Mr. Archibald J. Brooks, 
the Agricultural Superintendent, on the occasion of 
his promotion to Gambia, at the same time expres­
sing the great regret felt by all at his approaching 
departure from St. Lucia. Mr. Westall stated that 
it was principally owing to Mr. Brooks’ encourage­
ment that the island’s lime industry was in such a 
flourishing state to-day, and as a. result of the Re­
union Scheme, which had been fathered by him, the 
Choiseul District was to-day the most independent 
and flourishing in the colony. Mr. Brooks was also 
the recipient on the 21st April of an address from 
Mr. H. G. Belizaire, Head Teacher of the Soufrière 
Boys’ Juvenile School, on behalf of the Primary 
School 'Teachers of St. Lucia.

Trinidad Income Tax.

Mr. William Nowell has been appointed to act as 
Director of Agriculture during the absence on leave 
of Mr. W. G. Freeman.—The Royal Gazette of May 
4th sets forth the regulations made by the Governor 
under the Income Tax Ordinance No. 8 of 1922, in­
cluding the form of return to be made in the present 
year of assessment. Where tax is paid in respect of 
the same source of income both in the colony and in 
the United Kingdom or elsewhere, full information 
should be applied for from the Commission, who will 
supply the necessary certificates to obtain relief.—A 
notice issued by the Colonial Secretary of Trinidad 
on March 18th sets forth certain amendments to the 
Customs Tariff by resolution of the Legislative Coun­
cil, including one to the duty on cotton piece goods, 
which now reads as follows: —

British General
preferential. Tariff.

Not exceeding in cost 6d. per yard free 10% ad val 
Exceeding 6d. per yard 10% ad val. 20% ad val.

To meet the cost of the reclamation of the Laven- 
tille and Caroni swamps, photographs of the work on 
which appear on the opposite page, a new ¿200,000 
loan has been issued in the form of 6 per cent, deben­
tures. Subscriptions have come in rapidly, ¿70,000 
being applied for on the day of issue.

Medal struck in honour of the “adventure at the wreck,’’ 
referred to in last issue (page 251). On the obverse is a 
portrait of the Duke of Albemarle.

JAMAICA GOVERNORS.

By Frank Cundall.

X.—Christopher, Duke of Albemarle.
(Continued from page 251.)

In July, 1688, the Speaker of the Assembly (Ellet- 
son) made a lengthy address to the Governor (Albe­
marle), reviewing the history of the Colony, in 
which he stated all things which he thought would 
be acceptable to his patron Albemarle, and illus­
trating thereby the baneful effect which party ani-

The Duchess of Albemarle.

mosities had had upon the young colony. He’ 
said :—

In the government of this island under the Lord 
Vaughan, the planter with pleasure and satisfaction 
received the comfortable enjoyment of the increase of 
his own labours, the merchant received his hoped-for 
suitable returns of his adventure, and trade and jus­
tice had their true current, as his then Excellency, at 
his going off and parting with this Government, 
plainly intimated, by asking the inhabitants ‘ Whose 
ox or whose ass had he taken ? ’

“ Sir Henry Morgan then succeeded him in this 
government; who, with perfect loyalty to his sove­
reign, justice to his Majesty’s subjects, care and dili­
gence for the general good of his Majesty’s island, 
and kind and courteous behaviour even to the worst 
of his enemies, though many and malicious, continued 
the same until the arrival of his then Excellency, the 
late Earl of Carlisle, into whose hands, with all duty, 
obedience, and service, Sir Henry Morgan delivered 
the government.

“ In his lordship’s government this island lay under 
a heavy but just character of an obstinate and wilful 
people, for that his then Majesty’s service was de­
signedly and truly maliciously opposed, by those who
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have since endeavoured, by all ways and means, per 
fas et nefas, to persuade and satisfy the King and 
Court of their loyalty and great abilities for his ser­
vice; whereas it is very well by experience known 
here that their hearts were hollow and loyalty lame, 
but both painted to colour the design of particular 
interest, in opposition to the public and common good 
of this island, and for executing a revengeful satisfac­
tion upon the truly innocent; yet his Excellency’s 
government was both profitable and pleasant, the 
island flourished, and the inhabitants thereof sat each 
under his own vine, in peace and quietness. His Ex­
cellency, like a good man and better Christian, con­
tinued daily doing good to the worst of his enemies, 
even those that afterwards most despitefully used and 
maliciously prosecuted him, being implacable and irre­
concilable; yet did flatter with their lips, although 
the poison of adders lay under their tongues.

“ At his lordship’s return to London the govern­
ment again devolved upon Sir Henry Morgan, whose 
inclination still carried him on vigorously to his 
Majesty’s service and this island’s interest; his study 
and care was that there might be no murmuring, no 
complaining in our streets, no man in his property 
injured, or of his liberty restrained ; his dispensations 
of favour and kindness were great and many, even to 
those who, true hornet-like, lay buzzing about him 
during his government, but immediately upon the 
alteration stung him even unto death.

“ After his two years’ government the late Sir 
Thomas Lynch arrived, into whose hands Sir Henry- 
Morgan, with all duty and readiness, again delivered 
the government, who found this island in a happy and 
good condition; all men at least appeared as of one 
house, of one heart, and of one mind ; no companies 
but one, the planter in a good condition, merchants 
thronging hither, trade brisk, and current money 
plenty, and the island generally growing strong by 
new comers and new settlements.

It was then indeed the golden age; but as was 
sweet, so it proved short; for that method and current 
of affairs in Sir Henry Morgan’s government were 
quickly changed, and several of those persons, who 
had the honour to bear their parts in the harmonious 
concert of his government, grew presently pale, 
peevish, envious, and angry, as if they had been truly 
weary of well doing.

“ Sir Thomas Lynch was scarce warm in his chair of 
state before the goats were divided from the sheep, and 
esteemed the only creatures; before the island was 
upon the decay, and brought into such a hectic as it 
still languisheth, and now, even now, groans under the 
pains of death ; before that unity and good correspon­
dence was maliciously divided into Lynch’s pretend­
ing, and Morgan’s truly loyal party; before the planter 
that could then answer his credit grew poor; before 
the general produce of this island lay upon the 
planter’s hands, and would yield little or no money; 
before there was a perfect stop of merchants coming 
hither, and a full stop to the beginning of any new 
settlement; before trade was entirely engrossed into the 
hands of six or seven men ; before there was no gold, no 
silver to be had, and consequently the planter’s credit 
left and undone; before few or no negroes were to be 
bought by any planter (unless a creature) but refuse, 
and them at the price of 22L. per head; before the 
island grew weak and feeble by the departure of all 
our sloops and seamen for want of employment, two 
Spanish ships and their seamen, with the convoy and 
trade of one of his Majesty’s frigates, engrossing the 
whole Spanish trade of this island; in a word, before 
all that had been theretofore done for the public and 
common good was turned into private design and par­

ticular interest, in prejudice of the island’s general 
advantage, and right to be done to all honest men ; 
sic z'olo, sic jubeo, being the sole rule of management, 
and the only maxim of state : But the name of the 
wicked shall rot.

“ By your grace’s know-ledge of our circumstances 
at your arrival, which were no trade, no money, poor 
and miserable, it will, without much consideration, 
appear plain to your grace what great alterations 
Hender Molesworth, esquire, made in his three years’ 
government, and whether he did not truly tread the 
track of his patron, Sir Thomas Lynch.”

Sloane, who from the first doubted whether the 
Duke, in his then poor state of health, created by 
high living, could stand the heat of Jamaica, tells 
us that the Duke had given up all desire for field 
sports and had become fond of a sedentary life, 
and was accustomed to sitting up late and often 
making merry with his friends. In spite of the efforts 
of his medical advisers, somewhat drastic at time, 
of which the most sensible seems to have been a 
change of air to Liguanea, ordered by Sloane and 
Dr. Trapham, whom he consulted “ as one who 
knew the country diseases, having lived there 
several years,” the Duke died on October 6th, 1688, 
aged thirty-five years. The news of his death, 
sent by special sloop, reached England three weeks 
after the landing of the Prince of Orange. The 
laws which he had made were cancelled, and Moles­
worth, who w-as in England, was knighted, and 
appointed Governor. The government of the colony 
for the moment devolved upon Sir Francis Watson, 
President, and the rest of the Council.

His body was preserved in pitch and in a senes 
of coffins to be sent home for interment, but his 
bowels were buried beneath the altar of the church 
at Spanish-Town.

While in Jamaica, the Duchess, not wishing to be 
forgotten at court, sent home fruits to the Queen 
and Maids of Honour. On the Duke’s death, owing 
to political differences, the island was in a state of 
unrest. The Duchess was at King’s House, with 
gold and silver ingots from the wreck, but with little 
protection, Captain Monck having taken the Duke’s 
yacht to Boston for repairs. But the Assembly 
rallied to the support of the “disconsolate Princess,” 
and passed a bill in her favour, which, however, is 
not recorded in any of the editions of the law. The 
militia protected her when she removed for change 
of air to Guanaboa. But she had but a sad home- 
going. After six months’ delay—on “ March 
8th,” says the log-book of the Assistance, “ the 
Duke’s corpse was put on board the yacht, the next 
morning mourning colours hoisted up.”

On Friday, March 15th, “all preparations were com­
pleted. In the darkness of night the Duchess was 
escorted on board the frigate by Dr. Hans Sloane, who 
was now established as sole guardian and protector of 
the widowed lady. With her came her treasure, her 
plate, her five hundred tons of furnishings, and her 
numerous retinue of servants.

One last moment of anguish now confronted the 
Duchess. At the instant of sailing Mr. Lynch came 
aboard the frigate, privately . . . without anv ticket 
or giving security according to law and custom,' and no 
attorney to answer the demands of the French about 
some Indians whom Lynch had seized and sold as 
slaves. . . . My Lady Duchess was much concerned
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that Mr. Lynch should go on board a frigate wherein 
she thought to have sailed with My Lord’s body!”

In spite of the tears of the Duchess and the com­
mands of the Acting Governor, Captain Wright, in 
haste to depart, and disquieted at the thought of 
what he might find in England, abruptly replied to 
both that he would as soon obey Lynch’s order as 
the Acting Governor’s. And sail Lynch did, in 
open defiance of the colonial authorities. Sir 
Francis Watson’s comment was : “Mr. Lynch could 
not be so acceptable to sail home in the same ship 
with ye Duchess, having been the occasion of much 
disquiet and troubel to ye Duke whilst he lived.” 
Next day the frigate set sail, accompanied by the 
yacht and a convoy of thirteen merchantmen. 
They knew that James II. had fled, but they did 
not know who reigned in England. Captain Wright, 
an adherent of the Stuarts, intimated that if he 
found the King in exile he would make all speed 
to France, and place himself and his frigate at the 
disposal of the rightful King. The frightened 
Duchess besought him to reconsider, for she did 
not fancy the idea of landing in a foreign country 
with all her chattels and her dead husband. The 
captain remained immovable. “ On hearing this 
assurance,” writes Dr. Sloane, “ which seemed to 
open to her the prospect ... of being car­
ried to France, the Duchess resolved on desperate 
measures.” Nothing less than to change her ship, 
taking all her wealth with her. She, with Dr. 
Sloane and her whole suite, left the Assistance in 
mid-ocean, and re-embarked on the Duke’s yacht, 
only to transfer later, in the midst of a thunder­
storm, to the Generous Hannah, one of the convoy 
of merchantmen.

They landed, on May 30th, at Plymouth, in a 
heavy rain; the Duchess, her dead Duke, her plate 
and jewels and treasure, her servants, and all their 
gear. In the harbour, with astonishment, they 
beheld the Assistance riding at anchor. Captain 
Wright had had leisure on his voyage to consider 
his future prospects. He prudently had sailed into 
Plymouth, and had sworn fealty to King William. 
The Duke left the bulk of his property to a certain 
Colonel Thomas Monck, who is thought to have 
been his natural elder brother.

The Duchess was not in good health, either in 
mind or body, on her return from Jamaica. She, 
only thirty-six years of age, determined to wed, 
but to give her hand to none but a sovereign 
prince. Ralph Montagu, Earl of Montague (who 
became Duke of Montague in 1705), courted her 
for her wealth, it is said, as Emperor of China, and 
she became his wife in September, 1692.

He died in 1709, and in the same year she—who 
had been very eccentric for years—was certified 
as insane, the Duke of Newcastle, her father, and 
the Earls of Thanet (her brother-in-law) and 
Sunderland being appointed her guardians. She 
died at Newcastle House in August, 1734.

In the History Gallery of the Institute of Jamaica 
are portraits of both Duke and Duchess. The 
former is a photographic copy of an engraving by 
Wm. Sherwin, the celebrated engraver, who mar­
ried Albemarle’s cousin and heir, Elizabeth Pride, 
and thu? secured an introduction by Albemarle to 
Prince Rupert, from whom he learnt the new art 

of mezzotinting. It is not included in Miss Ward’s 
list of portraits of the Duke. The latter is a photo­
graphic copy of a miniature of the Duchess, by 
Lawrence Crosse, in the possession of the Duke of 
Portland, at Welbeck Abbey. It was probably 
painted in 1680, in which year the Duke sat to 
Crosse for his portrait.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.
Admiralty Contracts.

Mr. Amery (Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Admiralty), informed Lieut.-Colonel Hilder, on the 
30th May, that in placing orders for Navy supplies 
the Admiralty practice was to give a preference to 
products of the Empire, even when such action in­
volved payment of a somewhat higher price.

Home-Grown Beet and the Colonies.

Answering Sir John Ganzoni, on the 25th May, Sir 
Robert Horne (Chancellor of, the Exchequer) said that 
he was unaware of any representations having been 
addressed to him from any sugar-producing parts of 
the Empire against the waiving of an Excise Duty on 
sugar produced in this country.

The High Duties on Spirits.

Mr. Hilton Young (Financial Secretary to the 
1 reasury) on the 29th May agreed with Viscount 
Elveden that the duty of 72s. 6d. per gallon on spirits 
yielded last year ^7,500,000 less than was anticipated, 
owing to decreased consumption, but he could not 
accept the suggestion that a reduction in the rate of 
duty would necessarily increase the revenue from 
spirits.

The Sugar Refiners’ Output.

Mr. Baldwin (President of the Board of Trade) in­
formed Mr. G. Roberts, on the 31st May, that the 
total quantities of sugar imported into the United 
Kingdom in the years specified, and the quantities 
of unrefined sugar delivered for refining in bonded 
factories, were as follows : —

Imported. Refined in bond.
Cwts. Cwts.

1902 ............. 31,586,909
1904 ... ... 32,289,000 ... 12,500,000
1914 ... ... 39,860,809 ... 16,608,947
1921 ... ... 25,660,011 ... 18,227,19/
[* The system of bonded refineries had not been 

established in 1902.]

Certificates of Origin and Value.

Mr. Wood informed Lieut.-Colonel James, on the 
29th May, that the Governments of the Common­
wealth of Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South 
Africa, and Newfoundland had decided to adopt the 
combined certificate of origin and value recommended 
by the Imperial Customs Conference in connection 
with British preferential tariffs. Of the Colonies 
which did not possess responsible Government it had 
been decided to adopt the certificate in Bahamas, Bar- 
bados, Trinidad, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 
British Honduras, Jamaica, Mauritius, Seychelles, and 
Fiji; and the territories of the South African High 
Commission would follow the Union of South Africa. 
He was waiting to hear from the other Colonies and 
Protectorates, which had been invited to adopt the 
certificate.
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The Jamaica Oil Fuel Depot.
In the debate on the Navy Estimates on the 23rd 

May, Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy reverted to the 
question of the oil fuel depot in Jamaica, lor which 
there is a vote of ^60,000.' He argued that in peace 
time we did not need an oil fuel depot at Jamaica. In 
war time, if we were allied with the United States, 
we should still not need it, because we could get all 
the oil we wanted from Key West, or others of the 
magnificent American naval bases; whilst if we were 
engaged in a war in which the United States was 
hostile to us, we should not be able to use Jamaica, 
because it was so far inside the Gulf of Mexico that, 
without such a preponderating’ increase of force as we 
were never likely to get, we should not be able to 
keep up our communications with Jamaica. Sir A. 
Shirley Benn pointed out that, according to Admiral 
Mahan, Jamaica was the great strategical point in the 
Caribbean Sea, and hoped that our ships that were 
going to be propelled by oil would always be able to 
go there and replenish. The vote was carried.

CORRESPONDENCE.
7'he views expressed by correspondents under 

ing are not necessarily those of The West India
Circular. ________

The State of British Guiana.

this head-
COMMITTEE

Dear Sir,—I have read with interest your report on 
the Hon. Cecil Clementi’s lecture on “Guiana’s Colo­

report on

The Financing of British Guiana.
Mr. Churchill informed Colonel Wedgwood, on the 

25th May, that thé Government of British Guiana had 
recently called locally for tenders for a loan for 50 
years of &,000,000 at 5! per cent., and had accepted 
a tender at 96. This loan was not guaranteed by His 
Majesty’s Government. British Guiana was not a 
Crown Colony, and accordingly the question as 
to whether the Colonial Office considered themselves 
bound by a statement of the late Rt. Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain to the effect that, guarantee or no, this 
country could not allow any Crown Colony to default 
in interest on their loans, did not arise. British Guiana 
was a Colony which had a legislature responsible for 
the proper control of its own .affairs, and therefore 
stood in a slightly different position to the other Colo­
nies we had control over or had to deal with. Although 
there was no sort of implied guarantee resting upon 
this country for any loans British Guiana might raise, 
he hoped, nevertheless, that this Colony, which was 
in a backward state, would get support, and that the 
money would be raised to help the Colony to help 
itself, but this would not be aided by its credit being 
unduly cried down by the lion, and gallant gentleman.

The Sugar Duties.

Mr. Young supplied to Captain W. Benn, on the 
29th May, the following statement showing the quan­
tities of imported refined and unrefined sugar re­
tained for home consumption in the United Kingdom 
and duty paid during the year 1921 and the first quar­
ter of 1922 : —

Calendar Year, 1921.

Description.

Imported, relined ...............
Imported, unrefined ...............
Refined in bond from impor­

ted material

Total entered ...............
Deduct drawbacks

Net retained for home con­
sumption

At Ful 
Quantity.

Cwts.
9.019,413

871,947

10,532,937

20,424,297
150,590

20,273,707

I Rate. .A 
Amount 
ol Duty.

£ 
11,567.737 

816,741

13.022,766

25,407,244 
192,604

25,214,640

■t Preferen 
Quantity.

Cwts.
367,808 

1,767,381

5,218,509

7 268.174
85,524

7,268,174

tial Rate. 
Amount 

of Duty.
£

392,869 
1,633,553

5,555,652
7,582,074 

91,425

7,490.649

January to March, 1922.

Imported, refined
Imported, unrefined ...
Refined in bond from impor­

ted material .......

Total entered
Deduct drawbacks

Net retained for home con­
sumption ....................

Cwts.
1,699,182

229,790

3.128,307

5,057.279
42,324

5,014,955

2,179,730
221,820

3,866,001

6,267,551
54,321

6,213,230

Cwts. £
18,503 19,788

550,678 556,480

1,376,701 1,459,175

1.945,882 2,035.443
12,496 13,361

1,933,386 2,022,082

nisation.” While I much appreciate Mr. Clementi’s 
efforts in this subject, I cannot quite agree with all 
his views. I went out to Detmenara in 1868, when 
“Sugar was King,” and retired in 1904, and from 1868 
until now not much that has taken place or been tried 
for the colony has escaped my notice and interest. 
One matter of the utmost importance to the colony I 
do not see referred to in your report of Mr. Clementi’s 
speech, viz., the drainage and irrigation of the villages 
and front lands of the colony. He says, “The experi­
ence of a hundred years proved that we could not hope 
to get a mature increment from a population settled 
entirely on the coast,” which is quite true under the 
present conditions of life in the swamped villages and 
land during the rainy season and parched state of the 
lands during the dry seasons. The people arc un­
healthy; the children get fever, etc., and many of them 
die before they reach maturity. Any effort to cultivate 
the land is hopeless ; the crops are either drowned out 
or scorched up. I hold that the villages on the coast 
lands arc the natural nurseries for a population suited 
to the needs of the colony. That is proved bv most of 
those who escape death during their infancy and vouth. 
Had proper drainage and irrigation been carried out 
ny the Government years ago, the colony would now 
be prospering with a full supply of home-grown popu­
lation, which no importations will ever supply.

rainage and irrigation is a big and costlv proposition 
and must be undertaken bv the Government The 
opening up of the country'bv rail wavs, etc.,’ to the 
hmjer and higher lands is a scheme beyond the pre­
sent condition of the colony, and not a job for imported 
labour and occupation; but once get a healthy home- 
giown population, and the country will, as it were 

ofJtself- Iniported Indians are good and
\ 1 f?F V’e SU^ar estates’ and sugar is still the prin­

cipal industry, giving most labour, circulating most 
money, and acting as “milk cow” to most other smaller 
industries. Few other industries that have been fed 

have survived. Rice and coconuts have 
done the best; gold, diamonds, and other mineral in- 
dustnes only impoverish the country’, take labour 
Hom sugar, and leave nothing behind.'

As to the past or present constitution of the colonv, 
am not sure that it is of so much importance as Mr. 

Clementi makes out—at least, not in the wav that he 
suggests. I had a good deal to do with the reform of 
the constitution in 1891. The College of Kiezers was 
a sore point with the people. The reform pleased 
them, and I don’t think did any harm. The Govern­
ment still get as much and more monev than the im­
poverished state of the colony can afford, much of it 
going into unproductive schemes, and a vast and costlv 
complication of Government Acts and bi<r staffs o'f 
Government officers have been and still'" are bein^ 
cieated, often hampering the free action and industry 
° PerhaPS a Crown Colonv Govern'-

cut would suit as well as any ; but the people would 
not have it. The frequent changing of Governors 
works against the prosperity of the ’place, every new- 
comer putting forward new schemes, knowing actuaTv 
nothing about the colony’s needs. actually

Yours faithfully, 
s"rrey- ' n- «-bson. 

May 26th, 1922.
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

8ai**S t0 Jamaica ^Qm Avonmouth, in s.s. Motaqua, 
May 30th :— y ’

LiSA Vi" Li'Ut- H- W- Sak" Mr. Í. B. H. Wrightson

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Commodore. 
May 28th :—
Mr. Pedro Lagaldera 
Miss K. M. Rourke

Miss V. Wadam 
Mr. Walcott

Mr. & Mrs. Walker

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Banano
June oth :— ’

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail,

Mr. & Mrs. W. Bown 
Mr. & Mrs. Caldwell 
Miss Caldwell 
Mr. C. S. Farquharson

Home arrivals

Rev. H. George 
Mr. E. L. V. Hill 
Mrs. & Miss Knollys 
Mr. F. T. Landale

Lieut. E. J. Richardson 
Mrs. A. V. Hatley

Watson

Sa^s fco West Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Crynssen 
a V V7t.h •— 0 ’May 27th :—

from
Avonmouth, May 28th :—
Mr. T. Alexander

Jamaica, in R.M.S. Bayano,

Mrs. H. Adams 
Mr. Justo F. Arosemena 
Mr. Fabio Arosemena 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Andre 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H.

Brookfield 
Mrs. R. A. Bush 
Mr. & Mrs. E. W.

Carter 
Hon. P. C. Cork,

C.M.G. 
Mr. & Mrs. F. A. Cary 
Mrs. L. Cartwright

& fam. 
Misses Carranza (2) 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Cox 
Mr. A. Dillon 
Mr. A. N. Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. Fearnside 
Misses Fielding (2) 
Rev. & Mrs.W. Graham 
Mr. Wm. Gawn 
Mr. G. A. Hart

Mr.
Mr.

Mr. 
Mr.

L. C. Harriss
& Mrs. A. M.

Henderson 
& Mrs. Wm. Hind 
G. Halversen

Mrs. M. C. de 
Hernandez

Miss G. P. Joynt 
Rev. & Mrs. G. H.

Leader
Mr. G. F. Lings 
Miss C. Lothian 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Levy

& fam.
Mr. R. Looney 
Mr. J. B. Laing 
Mrs. E. F. Madden 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. G.

Mair & fam.
Miss M. I. Mills 
Miss I. L. Morrison 
Mr. A. Munro 
Mrs. A. McLelland 
Mrs. & Miss Mills

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. 
mouth, June 5th :—

Miss M. Moncrieff 
Miss B. Montealegre 

i Mrs. & Miss
Nightingale 

Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Orpen 
Mr. & Mrs. J. B.

- Powell & fam.
Mr. & Mrs A. Pepper 
Miss M. Read

' Mr. R. Rivera 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Scott 
Miss E. A. H. Simmons 
Mr. & Mrs. E. T.

Stanigar 
Mr. & Mrs. L.

Solomayer 
Mrs. M. Thelwall & Son 
Capt. & Mrs. J. H.

Thompson 
Miss M. V. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wade 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Wrightson 
Miss D. Watson

Changuinola, Avon-

Mr. G. C. Barville
Mr. & Mrs. L. G.

Butt & fam.
Mr. F. Espindula
Mr. G. A. Gibbs
Mrs. I. Guzman & Sons

Mr. H. May
Mr. W. W. Pearce 
Mr. V. F. Prideaux 
Miss A. D. Paterson 
Miss C. Sentana

Mr. & Mrs. Thornton 
Miss M. H. N.

Thornton
Miss W. Vidal 
Mr. W. G. Weeks

Home arrivals from West Indies, in 
June 1st :—

s.s. Ingoma, London,

Dr. J. A. Allwood 
Mr. Grange Bennett 
Mrs. L. B. Cameron 
Mr. F. A. Chandler 
Rev. J. Curry 
Mr. & Mrs. D. A.

Delgad« 
Mr. J. Foord 
Mrs. J. Gibb

Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Gray 
Mr. T. M. Khouri 
Mme. E. Legentil 
Mr. & Mrs. J. L.

Mr. & Mrs.

Mr. & Mrs.

MacIntyre 
H. W.

Pedder 
J. Prentice

Dr. & Mrs. P. c. D.
. Pascoe

The Misses Pascoe (2) 
Mr. & Mrs. C. G.

Shoefer
Mrs. K. F. Snow 
Lady Wolseley 
Mr. W. R. Wolseley 
Mr. F. C. Wright

Mrs. E. Alexander 
Miss J. Alexander 
Miss K. Ambridge 
Miss K. Arthur 
Major E. Becher 
Captain & Mrs.

Bowring & fam. 
Miss L. Boxili 
Miss E. S. Briggs 
Mrs. A. J. Burton 
Miss E. Burton 
Miss F. S. Burton

From Barbados.
Mr. J. S. Clarke 
Mrs. E. J. Da Costa 
Miss D. G. Gaskel 
Miss E. E. Gowdey 
Miss E. Grannum 
Mrs. Kirke 
Mrs. D. Newell 
Sir Charles & Lady

O’Brien 
Misses O’Brien (2) 
Mr. J. W. Pearl

Mr. W. K. Barkas 
Mrs. D. Brassington 
Mr. T. H. Dagleish 
Mrs. T. H. Dagleish 

and family 
Mr. K. G. G. Dennys 
Mrs. Douglas & family

Mr. H. Alston 
Lady Anderson 
Mr». Arbuckle 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Brown 

& fam.
Miss Buck 
Mr. R. Duff 
Mr. J. Grant

From Demerara.
Mrs. M. E. Gomes 
Mr. O. T. Henderson 
Mrs. A. Mitchell 
Mis. K. Murray 
Miss N. Rowland 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M. B.

Shields

From Trinidad.
Mrs. Hall & fam.
Mrs. A. Horne 
Hon. Popham Lobb 
Dr. & Mrs. Macfarlane 
Mr. & Mrs. McDonald 

& child 
Mrs. McBride & fam.

Mr. & Mrs. W. H.
_ Porter

Mrs. b. Robertson 
Miss E. E. Smith 
Miss K. Smith (maid) 
Miss G. Smith 
Lieut. C. Swinley 
Miss D. Waite 
Mrs. Walter 
Miss Wills 
Mr. & Mrs. G.

Yearwood

Mr. & Mrs. A. Shields 
Mr. & Mrs. Jas. Smith 
Mr. G. J. Smith & fam. 
Mrs. A. M. Strickland

„ anJ family 
Mr. R. Toase
Mrs. A. M. B. White

Mr. & Mrs. C.
a. Mortimer & fam. 
Mr. C. M. Prodgers 
Miss N. Reid
Miss M. Slyne 
Lady Lucie Smith 
Miss Taylor 
Mrs. J. A. Young

, EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
Ihe figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Govp™™^

Arrowroot .... ................ ibs.
Asphalt ... , .......................... tons
Balata ........................... ... lbs.
Bananas............... ... .’ bchs.
Bauxite........................  ... tons.
Bitters ................  galls.
Cacao ........................... ... ibs.
Cassava Starch ................ ibs
Coco-nuts ............... ... No.
Coffee ............... ... ... lbs."
Copra ........................................ lbs.
Cotton. M. Galante ................ lbs.
Cotton, Sea Island ................ lbs.
Cotton Seed ............................ lbs.
Diamonds .. carats
Dyewoods   ;. tons
Ginger ........................ ... ibs.
Gold ...................... ... ozs
Ground Nuts ............... ibs
Honey .  “ ibs.'
Lime Juice (raw) ...................galls.

.. .. (conctd.) ...
.. oil 

Lime (citrate of) li>’s.
Logwood............... ................ tons
Lumber............................ ... feet
Mahogany . ... 
Manjak.........................." tons
Molasses...............   galis
Oranges ... ... ...
Essential Oils........................... lbs.
Petroleum ............... galls.
Pimento.............. lbs
Ríce .............. ::: ... ib/
Rubber ........................... lbs

, ....................................." galls.'
Shingles.............................. no
Sugar .......................... “• tons
Timber .........................  ...cub.ft.

Anti­
gua.
To 

Mar. 31

Bar­
bados 

To 
Mar. 3

British 
Guiana 

To
Mar. 31

British 
Hondu­
ras. To 
April 30

Domi 
nica 
To

April 3<

Grenada 
To 

Mar. 31

. Jamaica 
To

April 29

Mont­
serrat.

To 
April 30

St. 
Lucia.

To 
April 30

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To
Mar. 3

St.
Vincent 

To
Dec. 31

Trinidad 
To

Mar. 31

7,750

52,950

462

34.1S0

40 
1137,833

115,000

2,500

174,422

636.084
320,161
20,625

24,038

2,824

3,963

10,510

1,175

7,378,789

178,667
663,650
18,266
37,436

116,918

1,647.075

36,316

525
1,359 

2,050,517

1.384

1.35Í

482,048

73,137

15,673
44,104
39.867

214,256

110,181
2,159

11.978

2,534,224

2,700

24,752

73

815

50

392

3,013,212

3,071,712

8,120,350
7.208.992

66.266

8,668
944,272

439,642

128,852

4,749,360

432,711

12,161

452

299,159
288,960

16,689 
460

5,040

658

540

19

1,219

1,046,590

29,719

35,547

12,992
2

11,444
256

34
4,128

192

41.890 
219,516

1,683

361 
8,000 
1.107 
2,081

126,300

50,120

49,099

33

2.204,633

238

130,644
152,064
12,303

83,805
137,189
493.026
11.634

1,824

313,643
2,760

540

107,481
6,764

168

25,523

11 718 
16,277,291

4,718.409
50

1,281.480

48 881
90,936

8.161.327

754

12,452
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone— 

Central 6642.

T elegratns—
“ Carib, London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.
June 6th, 1922.

CACAO. The market is quiet, but steady. A small 
business has been done in good plantation at 70/- spot; 
fine estates is quoted at 75/-, but only small offerings 
are reported. A small business has been done in fine 
Grenada at 64/-.

BANK RATE. 4 per cent, as from April 13th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

May 23rd June 6th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 3 18 5
.. France 1 19 3 1 19 0
.. Belgium 2 2 6 2 2 4
.. Italy ... 3 8 10 3 8 5

May 23rd June 6th 
. £ s. d- £ s. d.

In Spain ... 1 2 11 12 6
.. Germany 68 12 6 63 1 7

Austria 1810 0 0 2306 0 0
Holland 19 0 19 0

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 8d.
SUGAR. There has been a substantial rise in the 

New York market during the fortnight. At the date of 
the last Summary the value of duty-paid landed Cubans 
was 4.07c. The market opened after the American holi­
days with a quotation of 4.29c., and to-day’s price is 4.45c., 
equivalent to 2.84c. c.i.f., or 2.67c. f.o.b. This is practi­
cally 1.10c. above the low water mark of December 28th 
last.

Future market values are: July 2.81c, September 3.00c.
The home market has responded to the New York, and 

there has been a material increase in values. The quota­
tions are: West Indian Crystallised, 41/- to 44/-; London 
Granulated, 48/9; Yellow Crystals, 43/3; American Granu­
lated, 48/3 spot; White Mauritius, 45/3 to 46/-. Cuban 
96 deg. are quoted at 14/6 c.i.f., the price of preferential 
9'! deg. being 17/6, producers receiving 80 per cent, of the 
value of the preference.

The terminal market quotations to-day are: 96 deg., 
July 14/9, August 15/-. White, July 21/5|, August 21/9.’

A new feature in Continental sugar policies appeared in 
the earlier part of the fortnight in the German Govern­
ment removing temporarily the prohibition of imports on 
account of the sugar shortage in that country, and as the 
result, American granulated was bought for diversion to 
Hamburg. Hungary has also removed the embargo unon 
imports.

factories are working in Cuba, against 75 at 
this time last year.

The total imports of sugar into India during the twelve 
months ending March 31st, 1922, amounted to 717,612 tons 
against 236,908 in 1920-21, and 408,723 tons in 1919-20. In 
Sn’ Tere re-exPorted’ as against 72,577 tons in 

1920-21, and 68,212 tons in 1919-20. The net imports were, 
5 • tOn'S in ^^L’22’ 164,331 tons in 1920-21, 

With 627 96- 7 1921'22 JaVa SUPPli6d India
12,798 tons ’ MaUnhus 61’611 and Belgium

Budget imP°ses an excise duty of 49c. 
p.i 100 lbs on home-grown beet, which has hitherto been 
exempt. It also increases the Customs preference on 
British sugar over 16 Dutch Standard from 1 to x

Official figures give 911,190 tons as the United 
beet crop for 1921-22. ed Elates

Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that the shipments of 
Trinidad cacao during April were as follows : —

Destination.
To all countries 

Shipped previously

Weight in lbs 
5,722,524 „

16,277,291 „

Total from 1st January... 21,999,815 „
To same date 1921 31.335 237 .,

„ „ 1920 39.569.783 „
, „ 1919 25 422,728 ..

„ „ 1918 25,164,010 .,
„ „ 1917 44.024.259 „
„ „ 1916 27,960,101 ,.
„ „ 1915 30,704,080 .,

1914 41,344,691 „
„ 1913 27,503,212 ,.

„ „ 1912 30,702,105 ..
„ „ 1911 23,699,791 ..

The stocks in London on Mav 27th were _
m • j j ,922- 1921.Trinidad.............. 6,786 22 724 1920.

31,747 Bags
Grenada.............. 9,461 29,871 25,416
Total of all kinds 99,136 194,188 228,295 „
ARROWROOT. Only small sales are passing, and 

rates are steady. Fair to good manufacturing, 3|d. to 4d.; 
good to fine grocery, 4|d. to 6Jd.

BALATA. West Indian sheet is unchanged, with sellers 
at 3/1 spot, and buyers at 3/OJ.

Scotch refiners have sold 4,000 tons of white 
Continent at a reported price of 20/3 f.o.b

The West Indian sugar statistics in London 
were:—

sugar for the

on May 27th

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
17,366
14,912
7,149

1921.
20,922
16,833
12,493

1920.
24,338 Tons
14.447 „
18,027 „

RUM continues dull and 
of any importance have been
past six weeks.

The stocks in

unchanged, 
reported in

No transactions 
London for the

London on

Jamaica.............
Demerara
Total of all kinds

1922 
11,495 
19,475 
40,093

May 27th were:—
1921 

10,956 
16,803 
37,744

1920
7.963 Puns.

13,045 „
30,592 ,

x ?AY ?IL' There is no enquiry. The nominal quo­
tation is 9. - to 12/-, according to test.

COFFEE, The market will remain closed until the 13th, 
and there is very little doing privately.

COPRA. There is a moderate business passing gener­
ally. West Indian f.m.s. is valued at £26, c.i.f. London.

COTTON has been in good demand, and quotations 
generally are higher. No business has been reported in 

est Indian Sea Island, and prices of this grade are un- 
mediu™ fin® 30d- and extra fine 38d.

HONEY has been in poor demand since the last auction. 
Small sales of fermented have been made at 20/-, dark 
liquid at 30/-, and good palish set at 55/- per cwt.

PR?DUpTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is 
neglected, with sellers at 11/- per lb. Distilled is also 
neglected, with sellers at 2/- to 2/3 per lb. Lime Juice. 
Good new Jamaica Raw has sold up to 3/9 in small quanti­
ties, the demand having been caused by the hot weather. 
Concentrated is firm, with further business done at £18.

LOGWOOD is quiet, with very little business passing.
I he nominal quotation is unchanged at £8 10s. per ton.

ORANGE OIL. Jamaica Sweet has sold on the spot 
at 10/6 to 11/-; other West Indian is worth about 1/- less. 
Bitter is neglected.

RUBBER. Only a small business is passing. Crepe 
and sheet are quoted at 7fd. spot.

SPICES. No interest is shown in Pimento. There 
are spot sellers at 2|d., or to arrive at 19/6 c.i.f., without 
business resulting. Ginger purchased on c.i.f. terms is 
being offered for re-sale on landed terms at prices above 
the market value. Jamaica is quoted at 140/- to 200/-. 
I he market for West Indian Nutmegs and Mace is firm 
anti rather dearer. Medium sized nuts, wormy, are worth 
about 8d. per lb., and sound about 9d. per lb. Mace 
1 /«/”’, SOld at 1/2’ and S°°d red to S°°d pole 

to 1/10.
4 O,l7'. The April shiPments amounted to
15 429 584 In’’ T f f°r the f°Ur raonths

’ii_ wa /°r 831116 period last y^, 11,531,784
«alls, were shipped, and m 1917 9,729,496 galls.
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THE HON. EDWARD WOOD'S REPORT.*

SINCE we last went to press, Mr. Edward 
Wood’s report on his recent official visit to 
the West Indies and British Guiana has been 

published in those colonies and presented to Par­
liament. Elsewhere in the present issue we publish 
a summary of its principal features. Mr. Wood’s 
mission was undertaken in consequence of represen­
tations made from the House of Commons last year, 
which expressed the growing demand in several of 
the West Indian colonies for the bestowal of a 
measure of representative government. Conse­
quently, as was to be expected, constitutional ques­
tions occupy the foremost position in the Report. 
The recommendations in this connection are far- 
reaching but moderate. Briefly, it is proposed that 
the elective system shall be introduced—in some 
cases one should say re-introduced—into each of the 
Windward Islands and Trinidad and Tobago; whilst 
in Jamaica and British Guiana it is to be extended 
so that the people may have a greater voice in the 
affairs of the colony. On the other hand, the ulti­
mate control is to rest, as heretofore, with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and ample argu­
ment is adduced for this decision. Those who have 
laboured for the cause of a reasonable measure of 
self-government are to be congratulated on the re­
sults now in reasonable prospect of attainment, 
while any who may be averse to such a political 
change as is now projected should realise that the 
demand for it is widespread, and it should be the 

*Command Paper 1679.

duty of the minority to assist in securing the smooth 
and efficient working of the amended constitutions. 
All who have studied West Indian affairs must 
have realised that some modification of the local 
constitutions was inevitable. All the world over the 
doctrine of “self-determination” has been accepted, 
and it is obviously better to anticipate demands in 
this connection by the adoption of a reasonable and 
statesman-like policy than to wait until they are 
forced upon the Government. The Leeward Islands 
(with the. possible exception of Dominica) alone 
stand outside the new proposals, Mr. Wood having 
found no volume of public opinion in that colony in 
favour of a change. Mr. Wood’s views on the 
question of Federation were no doubt influenced to 
some extent by the fact that shortly before his 
arrival in the West Indies, prooosals to hold a 
meeting of a West Indian Council had fallen through 
owing to several colonies having decided not to par­
ticipate. The object of this Council would have 
been to discuss matters of common interest; but a 
leading Barbadian, whose opinion Mr. Wood be­
lieved to have been fairly representative, pointed 
out that he doubted the utility of discussing com­
mon problems except by individuals specially 
selected for a particular conference summoned ad 
hoc to deal with a particular subject. Be that as 
it may, Mr. Wood is satisfied that, so long as pub­
lic opinion stands where it does to-day, it is both 
inopportune and impracticable to attempt amal­
gamation of existing units of government into any­
thing approaching a general federal system. But 
while appreciating the difficulties—physical as well 
as political—in the way of Federation, Mr. Wood 
suggests that the opportunity might be taken of 
the forthcoming retirement of the Governor of the 
Windward Islands to discuss the possibility of the 
association of the Windward Islands in some form 
with Trinidad, and he suggests that this question 
might be debated in the four Legislative Councils 
concerned with a view to eliciting responsible un­
official opinion regarding it.

Following the section of the Report dealing with 
constitutional matters is one relating to economic 
problems affecting the West Indies. It contains 
a particularly capable analysis of the difficulties 
from which the sugar industry has been suffering, 
and it is gratifying to us to be able to record that 
the assistance which Mr. Wood recommends for 
adoption is precisely that advocated by The West 
India Committee, namely, an increase of the 
preference from one-sixth to one-third, and in the 
event of the sugar duties being reduced, the main­
tenance of the preference on 96° test sugar at not 
less than £3 15s. per ton. The arguments in favour 
of this have evidently made a strong appeal to Mr. 
Wood and his colleagues, who from their personal 
investigations realise that the British West Indies
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cannot help comparing the treatment afforded to 
them by the Mother Country with that given by 
the United States to Porto Rico, whose trade since 
the islands became part and parcel of the United 
States is shown by statistics to have grown at a re­
markably rapid rate. 66 The British West Indies,” 
says Mr. Wood, “ cannot help contrasting this de­
velopment with their own and draw the inevitable 
conclusion.” Another industry singled out for 
special mention is that of limes, the crops of which 
cannot be disposed of even at prices below the cost 
of production, owing to the falling-off in the demand 
for citric acid, to over-production of that com­
modity in Italy, and to Exchange conditions. In 
this connection it is interesting to know that the 
Board of Trade is being asked to consider whether 
it would be possible to bring citrate of lime and 
citric acid manufactured in Italy within the pro­
visions of the Safeguarding of Industries Act, with 
a view to placing an import duty of 331 per cent, 
on foreign citrate of lime and citric acid. The de­
velopment of the demand for limes by the manu­
facture of a “ squash ” similar to the Australian 
lemon squash now sold in England, which is also 
recommended, would, it is to be feared, only prove 
a very slight palliative, since the demand for limes 
and lime drinks in this country, never really great, 
is apt to fall to negligible proportions with the mer­
cury in the thermometer.

We are glad to find that Mr. Wood was so greatly 
impressed during his tour by the importance of 
adequate communications both with the United 
Kingdom and between the islands, and that this 
point was also strongly represented to him in nearly 
every colony which he visited, for this was one of 
the matters prominently brought to his notice by the 
Deputation of The West India Committee which 
waited on him before he left London. He favours a 
service between Canada, the West Indies, British 
Guiana, and the United Kingdom, returning by the 
same route, but feels that this would not be suffi­
cient unless a direct service between Jamaica and 
Trinidad or Barbados can also be arranged. Here the 
steamers of Elders & Fyffes, which will commence 
to call at Barbados and Trinidad once a month on 
their outward voyages in the late autumn, will be 
helpful, for though they will not give direct com­
munication between those islands and Jamaica, they 
will at any rate form a valuable link. As regards 
telegraphic communication, Mr. Wood favours the 
scheme put forward originally bv The West India 
Committee and now generally adopted for the laying 
of cables from Bermuda to Barbados and Trinidad. 
He is firmly convinced of the necessity of carrying 
this scheme through, and strongly urges Mr. 
Churchill to expedite a decision regarding it by 
His Majesty’s Government. To which we say, 
“ Hear, hear.”

Not the least important sections of this valuable 
Report are those dealing with public health and 
sanitation, and education. Reading between the 
lines of his remarks on both subiects, one realises 
that he fully appreciates the paramount necessity 
of securing improvement in both respects. In 
British Guiana, to whose development he devotes a 
special chapter of his report, he considers that a 
vigorous tackling of the problem of improving
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health and sanitary conditions in the colony is an 
essential preliminary to development. Here the 
Government can help, but the problems of internal 
communications he considers require the assistance 
of private enterprise, in order to obtain which, 
definite concessions other than those limited to 
transportations may be found necessary. We have 
only touched very briefly on a few of the important 
matters dealt with by Mr. Wood in his Report, and 
would commend for the perusal of all interested in 
the development of the British West Indies and 
British Guiana that document, which should be 
read from cover to cover. It is by far the most 
valuable epitome of West Indian conditions that 
has been published since the memorable report of 
the Norman Commission of 1897, and we hope that 
it may mark, as did the report of that Commission, 
the starting-point for a fresh drive in the direction 
of economic development of our oldest group of 
colonies.

THE BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.
HE Board of Trade Returns for May show 

how genera] the impression must have been 
in the retail grocery trade that the Budget 

statement would provide for a substantial reduction 
in the duty on sugar. In April last the quantity 
of sugar taken out of bond was only 80,471 tons, 
as compared with 111,770 tons in March ; but last 
month the deliveries amounted to no less than 
191,451 tons, or nearly two and a half times the 
April figure. To produce this result, the invisible 
stocks in retailers’ hands must have been reduced 
to nearly vanishing point. The excess in May is, 
however, so great that there is every justification 
for considering that a part of it has been due to an 
increased demand on the part of consumers, and 
with the preserving season now in progress, there 
is every prospect of the increase in consumption 
being maintained. As it is, the five months’ con­
sumption of the present year shows an increase of 
84,640 tons, or 15.75 per cent, over that in the 
corresponding period of last year. Another interest­
ing feature in the Returns as regards sugar is that 
the refiners supplied the record figures of 101,914 
tons during the month, without unduly diminish­
ing their stocks of refined sugar, which shows an 
endeavour on their part to cope with the demand 
for refined sugar. Europe only supplied 2,540 tons 
of sugar, an indication of the scarcity of sugar on 
the Continent—a scarcity which must continue, and 
even be accentuated until the beet crop reaping 
begins in the latter part of the year. As regards 
rum, in spite of the quantity of that product taken 
out of bond being considerably greater than in 
April, this should not be looked upon in any other 
respect than as a replenishing of stocks, inasmuch 
as the five months’ consumption is 153,531 proof 
gallons, or 19 per cent, less than what it was for 
January to May last year. Although the greater 
part of the 33 per cent, increase in the cacao with­
drawals from bond in May over those for April was 
no doubt due to the Budget, yet, as in the case of 
sugar, there is evidence of increasing consumption, 
the five months’ consumption being 416,462 cwts., 
as against 373,586 cwts. for the same period last 
year.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Marriage hab teet’ an’ bite hot.”
* * *

A billion pounds of candy are sold yearly in the 
United States.

* * *
The cost of cutting canes to furnish one ton of 

sugar in Queensland is stated by the Australian 
Sugar Journal to be in the neighbourhood of £3 10s.

* * *
The distribution of last year’s Hawaiian sugar 

crop among the islands of the Archipelago was : 
Hawaii proper, 175,950 tons; Mani, 103,114 tons; 
Oaha, 112,019 tons; and Kanai, 90,242 tons.

* * *
Recently, in Manchester, a publican, who sold 

sweets as well as beer, applied for a renewal of his 
licence. He was given the choice of giving up the 
sale of beer or that of sweets. He gave up the 
sweets.

* * *
The pineapple industry of Hawaii began in 1901, 

when 2,000 cases were exported. In 1912 the ex­
ports had risen to 1,318,336 cases, and in 1920 to 
5,986,982 cases. In 1921 the production fell to 
5,263,156 cases, and the 1922 estimate is 5,250,000 
cases.

* * *
An Official Bulletin of the Japanese Government 

states that at the beginning of 1921 there were 40 
modern sugar factories in Formosa grinding 30,000 
tons of canes per day in all. The output includes a 
considerable amount of white sugar for direct con­
sumption.

* * #
At present the greater part of Chile’s sugar 

supply is in the form of raw sugar from Peru, 
which is refined in Chilian refineries. A company 
has, however, been formed with the view of creat­
ing a beet sugar industry, and the scheme is taking 
a definite shape.

* * *
Replying on June 13th to a deputation repre­

senting the whole of the retail licensed trade in the 
country, the Chancellor of the Exchequer said it 
would not be right to mislead the trade into hoping 
for some reduction in the beer and spirit duties, at 
all events at present.

* * *
The Australian Sugar Journal states that in 

Queensland an interval of two days between cut­
ting and grinding canes means a loss of 2.8 per cent, 
of the available sugar, 12.2 per cent, when the in­
terval is four days, and 18.8 per cent, when the 
canes are six days old.

* * *
“ Facts about Sugar ” states that 105 turbo­

electric generators are now in use in the sugar in­
dustry of Cuba, the units varying from 50 to 2,000 
kilo-watts. The usual unit size is from 500 to 1,000 
k.w. Some of the larger factories have as many 
as five electric generators, and Jaronu, the latest 
factory, has six.

The Fertiliser and Feedin g-Stuffs Journal states 
that recently an American steamer arrived at Liver­
pool with 9,000 tons of Cuban molasses consigned to 
the Pure Cane Molasses Company. This is the 
biggest cargo of molasses which has ever arrived in 
this country, and represents the molasses from 
about 27,000 tons of sugar.

* * *
A new fertiliser, styled electro-potash, is made 

in Sweden from a mixture of felspar, iron filings, 
and coal, heated in an electric furnace to about 
3,000 deg. Fahr. A ferro-silicon is produced with a 
potassic slag in which the chief constituent is potas­
sium silicate. It is supposed to take the place of 
potassium sulphate, and the results of its applica­
tion are well spoken of.

* * *
According to the Berbice correspondent of the 

Demerara Daily Chronicle, an East Indian woman 
in No. 60 Village recently gave birth to four chil­
dren, all of whom died. Not to be outdone, a 
negro woman in 79 Village responded by giving 
birth to five children, all of whom were, when tlhe 
mail left, “ doing well.” The mother should be a 
worthy candidate for the King’s Bounty.

* * *
British Guiana has now fallen into line with 

the majority of the West Indian Colonies, and has 
adopted, with one slight modification, the combined 
form of Certificate of Origin and value recom­
mended by the Imperial Customs Conference for 
use in connection with preferential tariffs. This 
modification is the omission of Clause 8, which re­
lates to the origin of bottles, jars and other con­
tainers.

* * *
The date of the first establishment of the sugar 

refining industry in England is uncertain, but Deerr 
mentions two refineries as operating in London in 
1544. The Scotch industry was initiated in 1669 by 
the erection of a refinery on the Clyde. No record 
is available as to when refining was started in Ire­
land, but the additional excise duty levied on Irish 
refined sugar by the Act of Union of 1801 was the 
death-blow to the industry in that country.

* * *
Experiments have recently been made at the 

Midland Agricultural and Dairy College as to the 
value as a fertiliser of ammonium chloride in com­
parison with sulphate of ammonia. The crop 
selected for experiment was oats, and the conclu­
sion arrived at was that although sufficient was not 
available to indicate its full possibilities, there is 
little doubt that it is practically as effective as sul­
phate of ammonia for top-dressing purposes.

* * *
In Australia, the cost of refining the Queensland 

sugar, including the carriage by rail from the fac­
tory to the refinery, is between £6 and £6 10s. per 
ton. In the United States the cost of refining 96 
deg. sugar, including carriage from wharf, has been 
officially stated to be .94 cent per lb., or $21 per 
ton. The cost of refining in the United Kingdom 
is a trade secret, but there is no apparent reason 
why it should be higher than in the United States.
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The Naval Wireless Station at Colyville, Jamaica, 
closed at midnight on May 31st, thus cutting off 
communication with Belize, British Honduras, and 
Nassau, Bahamas, via Jamaica, by wireless. It is 
understood that this is in accordance with the 
general policy of the Admiralty, which is nego­
tiating with the various Governments with a view 
to their taking over the stations established during 
the war. St. Lucia has already decided to take 
over the wireless, as reported recently in the Cir­
cular.

* * *
Messrs. Willett and Gray, in their Statistical 

Sugar Trade Journal of May 4th, give the world’s 
sugar crops for 1921-22 as 16,906,217 tons, as 
against 16,681,692 tons in 1920-21. The 1921-22 
beet sugar crops realised 5,000,500 tons—4,077,500 
tons in Europe, 900,000 tons in the United States, 
and 23,000 tons in Canada. The total cane sugar 
crops are estimated at 11,905,717 tons, 6,145,813 
tons in the West, 4,850,610 tons in the East, 
540,593 tons in Africa, 363,701 tons in Australia 
and Polynesia, and 5,000 tons in Europe.

* *
With reference to the table of Customs duties ol 

the new United States tariff, as reported to the 
Senate, which was published on page 264 of last 
Circular, it should be noted that the present rate 
of duty on 66 sugars, tank-bottoms, syrups of cane 
juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete, and 
concentrated molasses ” remains unchanged, being 
1 16-100ths cents per lb. on sugar testing 75 degrees 
by the polariscope, and 4-100ths cent per lb. on 
every additional degree; fractions of a degree in 
proportion. Thus the duty on 96 degree sugar will 
still be 2.00 cents, and on 100 degree sugar 2.16 
cents. .

* * *
An endeavour is being made to raise a Building 

Fund of £5,000 for the Girls’ High School in 
Antigua. That institution provides for the educa­
tion of children of Government officials not only in 
Antigua, but in other Presidencies of the Leeward 
Islands. . The school has never been adequately 
housed since it was founded in 1886, and its present 
building is too small for its pupils, who now number 
74. By means of various entertainments the sum 
of £335 has been raised locally, and an appeal is 
now being made to Old Girls abroad and to wealthy 
persons in England who are interested in education 
and m the welfare of the colonies. Donations may 
be sent to His Grace the Archbishop of the West 
Indies, Bishop’s Lodge, Antigua.

* * *
The West India Committee some years ago took 
yii1 the Canadian Government and the Royal 

Mail Steam Packet Company the question of a call 
by the Canadian direct steamers at Nevis. They 
recently renewed their representations on the sub- 
ject and have learnt from the Deputy Minister of 
Trade and Commerce at Ottawa that arrangements 
have now been made for the Royal Mail steamers 
to call at Charlestown on their north-bound voyages 
when sufficient inducement offers and space is avail­
able. Ihe sufficient inducement necessary is a 

minimum of 100 tons of sugar, or 150 puncheons of 
molasses, and it will be interesting to learn whether 
this quantity will be available. The Royal Mail 
Company point out that the itinerary of their 
steamers continues to tax their powers to the 
utmost, and that an extra call, especially south­
bound, would be liable to endanger the regularity 
of arrival and departure which is so essential to a 
mail service.

* * *
The countries of the world, according to Facts 

about Sugar, which show an increase in their 1921- 
1922 sugar crops over those for 1920-1921 are :—
The Virgin Islands 8,000 tons as against 5,600 tons
Mexico 120,000 „ 100,000
Brazil 360,000 „ 300,000
Peru 325,000 „ 320,000
Egypt ............... 100,000 „ 80,000
Natal 151,500 „ 150,000
Japan, including}

Formosa and > 425,000 „ 340,000
Manchuria '

India 2,592,000 „ 2,350,000
Java 1,654,650 „ 1,550,000
Australia 295,500 „ 260,000
Germany 1,320,000 „ 1,070,000
Belgium 289,613 „ 240,000
Holland 374,000 „ 311,000
Italy 222,000 „ 132,000 1.

# * #

In connection with intercolonial steamer commu­
nication, the Circular is reminded that facilities 
for communication between Trinidad, Barbados 
and Jamaica is now afforded by the steamers of 
James Nourse, Ltd., of 71, King William Street, 
E.C. These vessels, on reaching the West Indies 
from India and Burmah, whence they sail twice a 
month, make Trinidad or Barbados their first port 
of call, and proceed thence to Guadeloupe, Porto 
Rico, Jamaica and Cuban ports. Arrangements 
have been made for timely notice to be supplied 
tn the company’s agents at Barbados and Trinidad 
of the amount of passenger accommodation avail­
able and the ports of call after leaving Trinidad 
and Barbados. The company’s agents at Trinidad 
are Messrs. Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd., and in 
Barbados Messrs. Da Costa & Co., who will always 
b? glad to answer any enquiries about this route. 
The company also carries passengers from South 
Africa to the West Indies, thus opening up a 
possibility of immigration into British Guiana from 
the Union.

Hot Sauce.—Peel and mince 4 ozs. of eschalots, 
| lb. of onion, | oz. tumeric, J oz. ginger, | oz. 
mustard, 1 oz. of salt, 2 pints and 3 gills of vinegar, 
12 bonnet peppers without seeds, and 15 negro 
peppers, 1 lb. of grated horse radish, 6 cloves°of 
garlic. When these have been all finely minced, 
mix well and add 3 dozen peeled whole eschalots, 
and bottle. The sauce is ready for use in 3 or 4 
days.—Mr. C. E. Yearwood.

[Those readers unable to secure the ingredients 
for this condiment can obtain Hot Sauce from the 
West Indian Produce Association, 14, C reechurch 
Lane, London, E.C.^
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HON. EDWARD WOOD'S REPORT.

Its Findings Summarised.

Mr. Edward Wood’s report on his visit to the 
West Indies and British Guiana has now been pre­
sented to Parliament and published as a White 
Paper [Cmd. 1679]. In an introduction Mr. Wood 
refers to the origin of his mission, and enumerates 
the places visited. He expresses particular regret 
at having been compelled to forgo his projected 
visit to British Honduras—whose possibilities he 
has since discussed with the Forestry Officer of the 
colony—and then deals with the loyalty of the West 
Indian colonies to the Throne and to the person of 
the King, a sentiment that “pervades everything, 
and finds expression in every form and on all occa­
sions. It is,” he says, “a feature of our tour which 
stands out in boldest outline, and which I recall 
with the greatest satisfaction. The effect of it is 
constantly to direct the gaze of the West Indian 
communities towards Britain and towards the 
visible symbol of unity that the person of the 
Sovereign affords. The worth of such an influence 
in maintaining Imperial solidarity and in counter­
acting the possible growth of other tendencies can 
hardly be placed too high, and it is well that citi­
zens of the United Kingdom should appreciate it.”

This was the first tour of the kind in the long 
history of the West Indies. “The occasion was 
therefore regarded as a new departure by the Colo­
nial Office, deliberately conceived with the object of 
promoting a closer touch between those responsible 
in the United Kingdom for the administration of 
the Colonies and their inhabitants. On this ac­
count the visit was everywhere much appreciated, 
and hopes were expressed that the policy might be 
periodically repeated by similar missions to dif­
ferent parts of the Empire.”

From the outset the tour had a political com­
plexion; but as soon as it was made clear to the 
colonies that it was not the purpose of the visit to 
supersede the local Government, a point on which 
some misconception at first existed in certain quar­
ters, the opportunity afforded of full and frank dis­
cussion of local problems and aspirations with re­
presentatives of the Imperial Government was 
warmly welcomed.

The report which follows is grouped under five 
headings, namely: (I.) Constitutional; (II.) 
Economic; (III.) Medical; (IV.) Educational; and 
(V.) Miscellaneous.

Within the compass of the Circular it is not 
possible to give here the findings in full, and it 
must suffice, therefore, to summarise them.

(I.) Constitutional.—This section deals with 
the lines of constitutional development in the 
British West Indies, constitutional questions in 
Jamaica, in the Leeward Islands, in the Windward 
Islands, and in Trinidad and Tobago, the use of the 
official majority in the Leeward and Windwards 
and British Guiana, West Indian Federation, De­
federation in the Leeward Islands, and the Inter­
change of officials between the Colonial Office and 
the Colonies.

The constitutions of Barbados and British 
Guiana, the products of historical circumstances, 
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with their “ qualities and defects,” are left out of 
consideration, though it is suggested that should 
necessity or the desire of the colonists ever compel 
their revision, it is probable that such revision 
would be along the lines common to the other colo­
nies. The other colonies are administered under a 
system of pure Crown Colony Government. Mr. 
Wood traces the growth of political consciousness 
and democratic sentiment stimulated by the war 
and education, and, in the case of Jamaica, by the 
treatment afforded by the United States to Cuba 
and the Philippines.

The deliberate demand for elective representa­
tion is far less than its champions would profess. 
Nevertheless it would be grave unwisdom to allow 
this consideration to lead to the refusal of the privi­
lege claimed if the Secretary of State is satisfied 
that the demand is of sufficient substance to justify 
concession. It would be wise to build upon the 
foundation of the remarkable loyalty to the Throne 
by which the people are inspired, and avoid the 
mistake of endeavouring to withhold a concession 
ultimately inevitable until it has been robbed by 
delay of most of its usefulness and grace.

If, then, the demand is to be met, what con­
cessions can be made ? Responsible Government 
is ruled out owing to the mixed populations, of 
which great blocks are backward and uneducated, 
to the absence of a class of leisured citizens who 
could take an active part in political life, to the 
controlling influence of the Secretary of State being 
essential for securing some uniformity of adminis­
tration, and finally to the small proportion of the 
electorate who exercise the franchise.

The main stages of evolution suggested are there­
fore as follows :—
(i) The first stage would be on the basis approved 

for Grenada by such adjustment of numbers as 
will, while leaving the official “bloc” in a clear 
majority, give place to “elected members” by 
reducing the number of nominated unofficials.

( ii) The next stage would appear to be the adjust­
ment of numbers with the effect of transferring 
the majority held by the official “bloc” to the 
hands of the elected and nominated elements 
conjointly. Such a redistribution of numbers, 
under which, of course, the nominated un­
official element would retain complete liberty 
of voting as it liked—a liberty which it now 
possesses in all Colonies save Jamaica—would 
at the same time afford reasonable likelihood 
that on grave matters the responsible element 
in the community represented by the nominated 
members would be found in support of the 
Government, and thus furnish a majority if, 
on the most unfavourable hypothesis, the 
elected members were unanimous against it. 
In this connection it is worthy of note that it 
is desirable to establish definitely the liberty of 
nominated unofficial members in Jamaica to 
vote as they like. Only in this way is it pos­
sible to relieve nominated members of the 
stigma, which detracts so much from their use­
fulness both in the community and in debate, 
that they are mere dummies under the thumb 
of the Governor, to whom it is useless to appeal 
by discussion or by argument.
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Every measure of constitutional advance must 
call for prudent and deliberate action, and on these 
lines it will be possible to take the first steps in 
associating the people directly with the task of their 
own government.

But in every case it is essential to preserve un­
impaired the ultimate control of the Secretary of 
State. In stage (ii), where the Government would 
no longer control an official majority, this can best 
be done by entrusting the Governor with the power 
of carrying in the last resort by the votes of ex- 
officio and nominated members only measures or 
votes declared to be “essential to the good govern­
ment of the Colony,” such action to be matter for 
reference for confirmation or disallowance by the 
Secretary of State.

The question of including elected representatives 
in the Executive Council is not discussed, respon­
sible government being ruled out, and similarly the 
possibility of establishing a “dyarchy” is rejected, 
the field of Government being too restricted and the 
communities too small to obtain any administrative 
advantage from division of the different functions 
of government among responsible ministers and 
official departments, as in India.

The constitutional changes regarded as desirable 
m particular colonies are as follows :—

Jamaica.
1. The Central Government.
(a) The Privy Council to remain constituted as 

at present.
(&) A new Executive Committee to be set up 

(the necessary alterations being made in the instru- 
ments to effect the requisite constitutional change). 
This Committee to be “advisory” to the Governor, 
and to deal with such matters, financial or other, 
that he may desire to bring before it. In practice 
it may be anticipated that all financial matters, and 
projected legislation, will be referred to this body. 
Ihe Committee to comprise the Governor, Officer 
Commanding troops, Colonial Secretary and 
Attorney-General, two nominated non-officials of 
the Legislative Council, four elected members of 
the Legislative Council, and the Legislative Council 
to consist of the Governor, Officer Commanding 
troops, Colonial Secretary, two other officials, five 
nominated non-officials, and fourteen unofficial 
members.

2. The Parochial Boards.
The Parochial Boards should in future be com­

posed of the “Custos” and of the member of the 
Legislative Council for the parish and of six to ten 
elected members (instead of nine to fifteen as at 
Present), with power to co-opt as “aidermen” a 
further number of members to not more than one- 
half nor less than one-quarter the number of their 
directly elected members. The reduction in the 
th^Roar'd eJected. ™embers is necessary to prevent 
the roll i f ToC'ng unwie,dy in size. Possibly 
the Collector of Revenue should also be made a 
member of the Board, which should retain full 
Possession and control of its own financial resources.

Leeward Islands.—The question of representa­
tive government not having1 hitherto attuned the 

constitutional importance as in other colonies, no 
institutional changes are recommended for St. 
Kitts-Nevis, Antigua, and Montserrat. There was 

a strong feeling that Dominica had something of 
the character of a separate entity, and that it should 
be treated differently from the other Presidencies, 
and Mr. Wood promised to consider the colony’s 
claim for a measure of representation, though he 
emphasised the need of securing for the Secretary 
of State the final responsibility for the administra­
tion.

St. Lucia and St. Vincent.—In both of these 
colonies the election of two or three members of the 
Legislative Council by popular vote is recom­
mended.

Grenada.—Here the principle of representative 
government had already been conceded by I,ord 
Milner, but Mr. Wood is prepared to recommend 
that if the principle of a single constituency for the 
whole island is dropped, the people should be 
allowed to elect five members of Council instead of 
four, as at first proposed.

Trinidad and Tobago.—Here the question of 
representative government was more difficult owing 
to the lack of homogeneous public opinion and ex­
ceptionally cosmopolitan population, but the fol­
lowing scheme is recommended :—

The official side of the Legislative Council, con­
sisting of ten members to be so altered as to enable 
the Governor to nominate (apart from the official 
members of the Executive Council) not the holders 
of particular offices, but such heads of departments 
as he may consider suitable. The unofficial side to 
comprise seven elected members (if Tobago wishes 
to participate) and six nominated unofficial mem­
bers, the official side of the Council being increased 
by two. A local Commission should be appointed 
to consider details, certain principles being laid 
down, namely, that candidates should reside in 
their constituencies, that they should be British 
subjects, and that the Council should last for five 
years. It is further recommended that if it be 
found that the Legislative Council can appoint a 
Committee composed of members of whom only 
some have the right to vote, that this anomaly be 
atolished, and all members of the Finance Com­
mittee be placed on the same footing.

A note on the use of the official majority in the 
Leeward and Windward Islands and British Guiana 
follows, it being suggested that a general despatch 
be sent to the Colonies laying down that when there 
was unanimous opposition on the part of all the 
unofficial members of a Legislative Council, the 
Governor should refrain from bringing the contested 
measure into operation until further reference was 
made to the Secretary of State, to whom the un- 
ofnciaJs should a.so have the opportunity of expres­
sing their views, it being understood, however, that 
financial measures, such as taxation ordinances 
must always be treated as urgent when there is any 
possibility of evasion by forestalment or serious loss 
of revenue by delay.

West Indian Federation.—Reference is made 
to the proposals of the Hon. Gideon Murray, M P 
for a federation, of Sir Samuel Hoare, M.P who 

the appointment of a High Commissioner, 
and of Sir Edward Davson, who proposed a West 
Indian Council with a permanent secretariat. The 
advantages of federation are dealt with ; but the 
conclusion is arrived at that, however much it
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would be to the evident advantage of the colonies 
to secure machinery for greater unity and co-opera­
tion, there are practical objections which for the 
present, at any rate, make this impossible. The 
refusal of some of the colonies to entertain Sir E. 
Davson s exceedingly modest proposals for a con­
ference to discuss the possibilities of more con­
tinuous co-operation was significant of the recep­
tion likely to await any extensive scheme of federa­
tion. The first and most serious difficulty is physi­
cal, the lack of steamer communication—the im­
provement of which is one of the most urgent pro­
blems of the West Indies—and political considera­
tions, the sea tending to divide rather than unite 
the archipelago. Barbados rejected the tentative 
proposals for a West Indian Council, and a leading 
Barbadian, whose opinion was believed to be fairly 
representative, informed the Mission that he 
doubted the utility of discussing common problems, 
except by individuals specially selected for a parti­
cular conference, summoned ah hoc to deal with a 
particular subject. The possibility of the federa­
tion of the Windward Islands with Trinidad might, 
however, be discussed, though it must be made 
clear that an essential condition of approval by the 
Secretary of State will be a deliberate opinion in 
favour of the change in the Colonies themselves.

Defederation in the Leeward Islands.__In 
each presidency Mr. Wood found a movement in 
favour of defederation, the substance underlying it 
being that each paid too much for federal services. 
This was particularly strong in Dominica. He was 
not, however, in favour of changing the existing 
system, the chief argument in favour of which is 
financial. Nowhere was the advantage to a com­
munity of securing the services of good officials, 
or how largely it was a question of paying good 
salaries realised. It is undoubtedly better for the 
islands to secure the part-time services of highly 
qualified officers rather than less competent ones 
for whole time. Various suggestions are made, 
however, to obviate difficulties, such as the Ad­
ministrator of St. Kitts being required at any 
moment to vacate Government House for the 
Governor—provision of a second Government 
House in each of the Presidencies being advo­
cated. A local commission should also sit to con­
sider complaints that inhabitants are paying too 
much and receiving too little.

Dominica already enjoys a measure of indepen­
dence, its administrator being permitted to com­
municate direct with the Secretary of State, and 
Mr. Wood does not see what further political 
change can be made without losing the advantages 
it enjoys under federation. There is force in the 
argument that a representative of Montserrat 
should sit in the Federal Council, and it would be 
reasonable that two representatives of Nevis should 
sit on the Legislative Council of St. Kitts-Nevis.

Interchange of Officials.—The desirability of 
an interchange of officials between the Colonial 
Office and the Colonies was advocated in unofficial 
circles. Apart from difficulties arising over pen­
sion rights and conditions of service, there are 
other obstacles. Senior officials, of the Colonial 
Office cannot be spared for any length of time 

without gravely impairing the efficiency of the 
department, nor is it clear that there is any office 
that they could fill. The same applies conversely 
to senior officials in the Colonies. Junior officers 
could only fill subordinate posts which would not 
bring them into contact with the type of problem 
with which the Colonial Office has to deal, and 
it would be obviously improper to employ junior 
officers from the Colonies on work involving criti­
cism of the decisions of responsible officers in the 
Colonies.

Mr. Wood suggests, however, that in the first 
few years of an officer’s service in the Colonial 
Office he should, as a matter of policy, and as one 
of the conditions of appointment, be sent to the 
Colonies on a definite mission of instruction, so 
that without attempting to fill any definite Colonial 
post he might see what tropical conditions were 
like, and how administration looks from the 
Colonial side which is virtually the suggestion 
made recently in The West India Committee 
Circular.

(II.) Economic.—Under this heading a general 
description of the principal West Indian industries 
is given. The material welfare of the West 
Indies depends almost entirely upon obtaining over­
seas markets for sugar, coco-nuts, cocoa, bananas, 
cotton, limes, nutmegs, and arrowroot. <e In this 
connection,” says Mr. Wood, “ I attach the 
highest possible importance to the foundation of the 
new Agricultural College in Trinidad. It is 
impossible for any industry to compete successfully 
in the modern world unless it has easy access to the 
best scientific advice upon practical questions that 
arise in the course of the daily routine. The college 
will provide a centre for the prosecution of research 
and for the gradual propagation of scientific ideas, 
not only in Trinidad, but throughout the Colonies 
from which its students will undoubtedly be drawn 
in increasing numbers.

As regards cocoa, the quality of that produced 
by Trinidad and Grenada is well known, and it 
would seem that those two Colonies are able to hold 
their own in spite of the rapid extension of the 
cocoa industry on the Gold Coast. The cultivation 
is, for the most part, carried on by small pro­
prietors, but the presence of a few large planta­
tions have been helpful to the smaller man as show­
ing what can be done by improvements in manur­
ing and cultivation.

Hurricane and Panama disease are the chief 
enemies of the banana industry in Jamaica, the 
notable success of which is due very largely, if not 
entirely, to the part played by the United Fruit 
Company, the Atlantic Fruit Company, and the 
Jamaica Fruit and Shipping Company, of which 
the first named stands out on account of the scale 
of its operations and the business ability displayed 
by both its principals and its agents. “ This great 
American concern employs in Jamaica a staff of 
approximately 1,500 persons, mainly in the organi­
sation of the export and shipping of the fruit. Of 
this large staff only three are not British subjects. 
The bulk of the trade is with the United States and 
Canada, though a certain amount of business is 
done with the United Kingdom and the Continent
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of Europe by Messrs. Elders and Fyffes, a British 
company managed in England, but in which the 
majority of shares are held by the United Fruit 
Company. As is, perhaps, natural, fears are ex­
pressed from time to time that the operations of 
so great a concern as the United Fruit Company, 
which is, in effect, a great trust, may become 
inimical to the interest of the grower, but an im­
partial survey of the operations of the company 
over a long period of years, both in Jamaica 
in Central America, tends to be reassuring, 
so far, at any rate, the company has been 
ducted on enlightened and progressive lines.

and 
and

con- 
The 
twoUnited Fruit Company has, approximately, 

million pounds sterling invested in Jamaica alone, 
and the contribution which both it and the Atlantic 
Fruit Company make to direct and indirect taxa­
tion in the Colony is large and significant. Practi­
cally the whole of the coastwise shipping of the 
Colony is in the hands of the United Fruit Com­
pany, the two principal hotels in the island belong 
to it, and the company has done much to develop 
a tourist traffic which is of considerable benefit to 
the inland. On the whole, it may be said that the 
relations between the United Fruit Company and 
the Colonial Government are friendly and satis­
factory.”

During the last year of the war and two suc­
ceeding years the West Indies enjoyed a brief 
period of exceptional prosperity. This was suc­
ceeded by one of acute depression. The revenues 
are contracting, and taxation has become a burden. 
The task of the administrators is, therefore, a hard 
one; but it would be wrong to paint too black a 
picture of the economic outlook, whether in the 
present or the future. Taken as a whole, the West 
Indies are standing the strain. There is little or 
no unemployment, and, thanks to bountiful Nature, 
no real physical distress. The real difficulty is that 
of the planter and proprietor who invested in land 
and its equipment during the boom.

Credit is now restricted, and the planter is in­
clined to criticise the banks and business houses, 
but it must be remembered that both have been 
hit by heavy taxation and burnt their fingers in 
the boom, just as the planters did. They have 
already large sums of money out, with little pro­
spect of early repayment.

Throughout the West Indies, the general public 
had an altogether fictitious idea of the ability of 
th^ Government to help them financially,
and Mr. Wood had to explain that Imperial assist­
ance at this juncture, whether by way of loans or 
grants, was very unlikely. Unless, therefore 
assistance is forthcoming from private enterprise, 

± Imperial nor Colonial Governments 
S » Upou any undertakings that are not 
absolutely essential.

was ^Presented toMr. Wood that the West Indian Colonies were at 
a disadvantage as compared with other parts of the 
Empire m having no official representative in 
London whose duty it would be to press on public 
notice their produce and the opportunities they 
offered for the extension of British trade. V

“ It is generally recognised,” says Mr. Wood, 
“ that the services of The West India Committee 
have been of great value in this direction, but there 
is an impression that an official representative, 
with the resources of the Colonial Treasuries behind 
him, could do more for the Colonies than an 
unofficial body. It is out of the question for each 
Colony to maintain its own agency, and I see great 
difficulties in the way of appointing any individual 
or body to act officially for each and all. It is 
equally out of the question for the Crown Agents to 
undertake the kind of campaign of advertisement 
and propaganda desired, or indeed to act as effec­
tively as The West India Committee, in their 
capacity of representatives of the producing in­
terests in the West Indies. The problem is not an 
easy one, and I have no ready-made solution to 
put forward. But the example of the Malay States 
Agency suggests that there may be room for yet a 
third institution besides the Crown Agents and The 
West India Committee, and I would recommend 
that the interests more particularly concerned 
should examine the position, and if possible suggest 
a practical scheme.” Mr. Wood does not, for 
several reasons (the most notable being that a West 
Indian agency could not command professional 
and technical advice of the standard now afforded), 
recommend any changes in the system of purchases 
of stores and material for the West Indian Colonies, 
but if any scheme could be devised for bringing the 
Crown Agents and their staff into closer touch °with 
the West Indian Colonies, it would deserve favour­
able consideration.

The Sugar Industry.—A special section is de­
voted to the sugar industry. Mr. Wood is satisfied 
that on the economic side there is no West Indian 
problem which more urgently demands the atten-

°i ■ 1S Government. The present
difficulties of the industry are due to various causes, 
notably the unprecedented fall from boom prices, 
whfie the falling-off in the demand for rum has been 
a further factor. It was generally represented that 
sugar could not be produced remuneratively in the 
Colonies unless the producer could get £15 a ton 
for his product.

• j case °f the West Indies, the
industry had been carried on for such a 
long time on a narrow margin of profit that most 
of the estates were heavily mortgaged, and their 
machinery was antiquated. Much of the profits 
earned during the years of prosperity, were neces­
sarily devoted to paying off charges and to buying 
new machm'ery at war prices. Moreover, in regard 
to firms domiciled in the United Kingdom owning 
estates in the West Indian Colonies, the difficulties 
of setting aside proper reserves were accentuated 
by the Excess Profits taxation claimed by the 
Imperial Exchequer.”

A further consequence of the boom has been the 
banking situation. “The bankers made large 
advances on the basis of the prices which it was 
^Pected m 1920 that the sugar crops would yield. 
When the slump came, not only did many estates 
tint evolved far beyond their expecta­
tions, ^ut the bankers had committed themselves to
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such an extent that they had in many cases to 
refuse all further advances. Consequently the 
local Governments have had to take special steps 
to meet the unprecedented situation, notably in 
Jamaica, and now in Barbados and British Guiana. 
These measures are, however, essentially unsound, 
since they involve guarantees to the banks for the 
bankers own business of financing the crops in 
those Colonies, are emergency measures which can­
not be continued or repeated, and involve liabilities 
which cannot be met unless the sugar industry is 
restored to solvency.”

The reasons why the West Indies look to the 
United Kingdom for help are then set out. These 
include the fact that those Colonies were compelled 
to extend to the Mother Country the preference 
which they agreed to give to Canada under the 
reciprocal trade agreement, and to the treatment 
extended by the United States to Porto Rico and 
the consequent development of that island which 
the British West Indies cannot help contrasting 
with their own, drawing therefrom the inevitable 
conclusion. There is, too, the competition with 
Cuban sugar admitted to the United States on pre­
ferential terms, and the fear of dumping, not only 
Cuban sugar—which Ihas been strongly reinforced 
by the formation of the Sugar Export Corporation 
in America—and of European beet sugar assisted 
by depreciated exchanges. “ To meet this position 
the West Indies advance the following request :—

“ That the present rate of preference in the 
United Kingdom should be doubled, i.e., increased 
from one-sixth to one-third over a period of years, 
preferably equal to the period of ten years for 
which the West Indies are bound to Canada under 
the existing arrangement, and for which they have 
undertaken to give their present high rate of pre­
ference to British goods, and also that an under­
taking may be^given that should the sugar duties 
be reduced during that period the substantive pre­
ference on British sugar should not be allowed to 
fall below the present figure—namely, in the case 
of 96° test sugar approximately £3 15s. a ton. I 
would add, parenthetically, that representations 
have already been made from the West Indies to 
the Canadian Government asking that the Canadian 
preference may be doubled.

“ So far as the continuity of the principle of pre­
ference is concerned, their views have been already 
met by the undertaking given by His Majesty’s 
Government that, subject to the approval of Parlia­
ment, preference at the existing proportion of one­
sixth of the duty shall be maintained during the 
period of the Canada-West Indian Agreement. But 
valuable as is this concession, it is urged that it 
only partly meets the West Indian situation, and 
that for the reasons given above the existing pre­
ference of 16f per cent, is inadequate to safe­
guard the industry. Moreover, those concerned 
are apprehensive that the present proportionate 
preference of one-sixth might diminish to vanishing 
point, if there was a substantial reduction in the 
sugar duties. It is to meet this possibility that 
they desire His Majesty’s Government to undertake 
to maintain for the period specified a minimum pre­
ference of £3 15s. per ton.” This, it should be

mentioned, is precisely the demand put forward bv 
The West India Committee.

With regard to it Mr. Wood says :—
6 61 would strongly recommend that, having 

regard to the political and economic issues here ad­
vanced, this request should be favourably con­
sidered.

“It is impossible that any concession granted to 
the sugar industry should be limited to the West 
Indies, as it would be open to the objection of 
favouring one part of the Empire as against 
another, and it is obvious that the first consequence 
which a doubled preference would entail upon the 
United Kingdom must be an immediate prospec­
tive loss of revenue. If the preference were 
doubled, the loss would amount to, say, £1,200,000 
on the imports from the British Empire. On the 
other hand, it must be remembered that the sugar 
industry, more than any other in the West Indies, 
is carried on with capital invested from the United 
Kingdom, which pays taxes in the United King- 
dom. If sugar becomes an uneconomic proposi­
tion, these estates will go out of cultivation, and 
the United Kingdom will lose, not merely the 
capital -which has been invested, but also a con­
siderable source of taxable revenue. Other tropical 
products do not require investment of capital on 
the same scale. Secondly, the sugar industry in 
the Colonies provides more employment per acre 
and more revenue per acre than any other crop. 
The effect of closing down the sugar estates would 
be to produce a state of the gravest financial em­
barrassment, and to create serious unemployment 
in the Colonies, which are largely, or in some cases 
entirely, dependent on the sugar industry. It is 
not impossible that their difficulties would be so 
great that an appeal would be necessary to the 
British Treasury for a grant-in-aid to enable them 
to carry on at all, thus repeating the unfortunate 
history of 1897.

“ At the present moment the outlook is so un­
certain that planters are tending to give up sugar 
and go into other crops, thus increasing the depend­
ence of the United Kingdom upon sugar pro­
duced on foreign soils. They are unwilling to-day 
to invest money in new machinery. The only way 
to ensure orders for such new machinery in the 
United Kingdom, and to secure an Empire-grown 
supply of sugar, is to show that His Majesty’s 
Government intend to pursue a policy which will 
encourage the industry to look forward to a reason­
ably assured economic future over a period of 
years.

“ Finally, it is right to remember that the stabL 
lity and progress of the West Indies are largely 
dependent upon the presence of a European 
element. The sugar industry, being pre-eminently 
one which cannot be carried on without a European 
staff to organise and direct the local labour, is the 
chief means of attracting and maintaining the 
European population. From the political, social, 
commercial and Imperial point of view, it is vital 
that this element should be maintained, and this 
can only be done by preserving the sugar industry 
in those Colonies where it still exists. It is, there­
fore, not only on economic but also on political
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grounds that I would recommend that His Majesty’s 
Government should agree to the proposals of the 
West Indies in this matter. I realise the danger 
of demands from other quarters for an extension 
of preference on other products such as cocoa, but 
it must be borne in mind that when the preference 
was first initiated, it was only sugar producers who 
pressed for a change of policy from the point of 
view of assistance to their industry. In the case 
of tea, coffee and cocoa, no such strong demand 
existed, and I do not anticipate difficulties from 
those quarters. Even in the case of the West 
Indies, the demand for an increased preference on 
cocoa is not likely to be urged, seeing that so large 
a proportion of the production comes from the 
British Empire, and preference therefore gives little 
or no advantage to the producer.”

The Lime Industry of Dominica is also the sub­
ject of a special section. Whereas the other West 
Indian islands enjoyed a boom in their economic 
products from 1918 to 1920, the lime industry had 
no such boom. Before the War, the United States 
cf America took large quantities of green limes for 
the purpose of making lime squash and for use in 
cocktails. In 1914 Dominica exported to the 
United States of America 45,000 barrels of green 
limes, in 1920 this number had fallen to 19,000 
barrels and the trade is still declining. Prohibition 
in the States, so far from helping Dominica, has 
had the opposite effect. During the war the 
United States Government imposed, for internal 
economic reasons, a prohibition on the import of 
Dominican limes, and from this prohibition the 
trade has never recovered. The fresh lime has 
never been well known or widely used in England, 
and owing to the depreciation of the Italian ex­
change the British Colonial product cannot at pre­
sent compete successfully with the Sicilian lemon.

The prosperity of the Dominican lime juice cor­
dial trade has depended in the past on the contracts 
made by the Admiralty, War Office, and Navy and 
Army Canteen Boards for bottled lime juice. Both 
fresh lime juice and lime juice cordial have valuable 
anti-scorbutic properties, and have long been issued 
to the Navy for the prevention of scurvy. It 
would seem that in the interests of economy the 
Admiralty have commenced replacing contracts for 
Dominican lime juice by contracts for Sicilian lemon 
juice. Further, various synthetic citrus drinks are 
now competing in the European market with the 
genuine fruit product.

In regard to citrate of lime for the manufacture 
of citric acid, the effect of Sicilian competition is 
even more marked, though it would appear that 
the importation of the Italian produce is now declin­
ing owing to the slackening demand for citric acid 
by the calico printers. Figures given by the 
Department of Overseas Trade show that in 1920 
the imports into the United Kingdom of citrate of 
hme from the British West Indies (almost entirely 
Dominica) amounted to 1,933 cwt., as against 
¿.5,956 cwt. from Italy. In 1921 the figures were 
4,122 cwt. from the British West Indies and 6,360 
cwt. from Italy. The present output of Dominica 
is equivalent to 400,000 barrels of limes, but the 

outlook for all lime products is so bad that it would 

appear to be impossible for Dominica to dispose of 
its crops or their derivatives even at prices below 
the cost of production. Owing to bad trade during 
the last six years, more than half the lime estates 
in Dominica are mortgaged up to a third of their 
capital value, and are unable to obtain further 
advances to enable them to carry on. Both 
planters and peasants are losing money, and unless 
some steps can be taken to improve the trade, the 
Colony and its inhabitants seem doomed to severe 
financial depression, and even economic collapse. 
The development of a trade in green limes with 
the United Kingdom is advocated, and the sug­
gestion is made that a more attractive beverage 
than “ lime juice ” might be made from limes, 
and Mr. Wood adds that he is considering with the 
other departments of His Majesty’s Government 
as to an amendment of the Food and Drugs 
Act, with a view to protecting lime beverages from 
competition with drinks made synthetically. The 
Board of Trade are also being asked to investigate 
whether citrate of lime and citric acid from Italy 
could be subjected to a duty of 33| per cent, under 
the Safeguarding of Industries Act.

Telegraphic Communication is next dealt with. 
Mr. Wood gathered that opinion in the West Indies 
was strongly opposed to any renewal of the present 
cable contract after its expiration, and that most 
of the Colonies would almost certainly refuse to 
continue their subsidies to the West India and 
Panama Telegraph Company. His Majesty’s 
Government have announced their intention of pro­
ceeding with the alternative policy of a direct cable 
from Bermuda to Barbados, and negotiations have 
for some time been in progress with a view to its 
construction. Mr. Wood is firmly convinced of 
the necessity of carrying this scheme through, and 
strongly urges Mr. Churchill to expedite a decision 
by the Government. He rejects wireless.

“I think,” he says, “the West Indian Colonies 
should realise that, apart from the difficulty of 
guaranteeing reliable wireless communication for 
commercial purposes, unless stations of the order 
oi 50 kilowatts are erected in Bermuda and 
Barbados, and subsidiary stations erected in each 
°* the Colonies to which communication is desired, 
this system of communication by itself would not 
afford adequate facilities. Moreover, serious admin­
istrative difficulties would be involved unless all 
the stations were administered by a single com­
mercial company, and even then the service would 
be subject in time of war to far greater restrictions 
than m the case of cables. For these reasons, His 
Majesty s Government have expressed the opinion 
that wireless should not be developed in the West 
Indies, except for ship and shore work, and for the 
purpose of assisting trade during a breakdown of 
the cables.” The traffic of the West Indies would 
oe insufficient for two systems.

As to Currency, Mr. Wood hoped to hear an ex­
pression of the views of the West Indies regarding 
Colonel Ivan Davson’s proposals at the West Indian 
onference. In one or two places some interest 

was displayed, but the aspect more especially men­
tioned was the possible addition to the Colonies’ 
financial resources by the receipt of a proportion
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of the seigniorage on minting. The matter has 
already been referred to a Departmental Com- 
mittee.

Passenger Steamship Communication.—The 
present position is reviewed and the hope ex­
pressed that the trial voyage made by Elders & 
Fyffes to Barbados and Trinidad, en route to 
Jamaica, may be repeated. Mr. Wood was greatly 
impressed by the importance of adequate commu­
nication both with the United Kingdom and be­
tween the islands, and this was strongly represented 
to him in nearly every Colony which he visited. 
Personally, he would like to see a service instituted 
between Canada, the West Indies, British Guiana 
and the United Kingdom, returning by the same 
route; but this would not be sufficient unless a 
direct service between Jamaica and Trinidad or 
Barbados could also be arranged. With regular, 
easy, frequent and cheap communication, many of 
the problems which now make the government of 
the West Indies difficult would be removed, and 
the assurance of such communication would do 
much to assist economic and political progress.

Assistance towards the promotion of Agricul­
tural Banks was solicited in many Colonies, and Mr. 
W ood undertook that, if a reasonable scheme could 
be framed, involving only the provision of local 
capital, the Colonial Office would deal with it in 
no . pedantic manner, but would give whatever 
assistance might lie within their power. The 
success of the Agricultural Credit Societies in St. 
Vincent shows what can be done by local effort, 
and should be an encouragement to other Colonies 
to proceed on similar lines. If any information 
on the subject is desired, reference should be made 
to the reports on the working of the Raiffeisen 
system, which will be found in [C. 7582 and 7896] 
of 1895, and in the report of the working of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture which was laid 
before Parliament in 1906 ([Cd. 2901], page 169).

In Trinidad the Agricultural Society asked that, 
in order to prevent peasant owners from being 
wiped out by excessive charges on advances, a new 
usury law should be enacted, putting a maximum 
of 15 per cent, upon the charges allowed for in­
terest. The arguments against artificial limitation 
of the rate of interest and the mischief which may 
ensue are well known, but Mr. Wood considers 
that the observations of the local Government 
should be obtained on this proposal.

The section dealing with Medical Affairs is sub­
divided under the headings Public Health and 
Sanitation and Medical Services. Under the 
former, it is stated that the general conditions 
of health and sanitation in the West Indies are not 
yet satisfactory. The vital statistics taken over a 
period of years reveal a rate of mortality, mor© 
especially among infants, that is far too high* 
Thanks to strict quarantine regulations, yellow 
fever is now unknown in the islands, where fifty 
years ago, or even less, its annual toll was heavy. 
There remain, however, malaria, dysentery, 
ankylostomiasis, hookworm, yaws, typhoid, tuber­
culosis, and venereal diseases. The last named are 
rife, and apart from the mortality directly attribut­
able to them, they are having a very serious in-
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direct effect on the powers of the population to 
resist other endemic or epidemic diseases. A very 
considerable percentage of the population is 
infected with hereditary or contracted syphilis, and 
very little headway has yet been made against the 
further spread of venereal diseases. The standard 
of sexual morality is low among all classes of the 
West Indian communities, and in many Colonies 
it is difficult to convince people of the serious 
nature of these scourges and the urgent necessity 
Oi combating them more vigorously.

Important as is the quality of the medical 
service, and valuable the help that Governments 
can render, it is, I think, true to say that in health 
and sanitary matters there is a temptation to place 
too much reliance on the medical staff and bn the 
Government, and too little upon personal initiative 
and voluntary co-operation. The surest way to 
improve sanitary conditions is by educating the 
community from the schocls upward in the need 
of adopting more sanitary habits. At present it is 
very often—-e.g. in British Guiana—the bad sani­
tary conditions obtaining in the schools which 
discourage rather than assist the necessary advance 
in these matters. The majority of tropical diseases 
are either mosquito-borne, or the results of insani­
tary habits, eating uncleanly, or drinking con­
taminated water. Many of the members of the 
various legislatures are full of desire for improved 
health and sanitation, but in too many cases their 
appeal is to the Government for the provision of 
funds for expenditure on operations, such as drain 
age or the digging of wells, and too little attention 
is paid to the result which might be attained by 
the rousing of public opinion, and by the deter­
mination among the more enlightened element of 
the population that each individual should be made 
to realise the importance of personal effort. There 
is no use in providing a well and then finding that 
the persons using it are allowing it to become con­
taminated with sewage. On many points, on which 
experience has proved that adequate remedies 
already exist and await application, I found little 
disposition to take advantage of them. In hardly 
any West Indian Colony were houses screened 
against mosquitoes, whereas Americans and the 
companies influenced by American ideas, invariably 
provide such protection for their European em­
ployees. I would urge employers, owners of house 
property, school managers, to assist in every way 
possible, if only in their own interest, to improve 
the standards which now obtain.”

Mr. Wood then reviews the position of the local 
medical services, and warmly advocates the pay­
ment of better salaries in order to attract a good 
class of candidates for first appointments, and to 
increase the supply of lucrative appointments to 
which senior officers can be transferred by way of 
promotion.

Educational affairs then receive attention, and 
here Mr. Wood summarised the existing position. 
In British Guiana the sanitation of the schools was 
quite inadequate and the danger commented on; 
also the loss of efficiency due to defective eyesight, 
which might be removed by use of spectacles if 
medical inspection were instituted.
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In British Guiana and Trinidad the illiteracy of 
the East Indian in English and the multiplicity of 
Indian languages spoken formed a serious draw­
back to the East Indians themselves, and every 
effort should be made to enable the rising genera­
tions to become literate in English. The East 
Indians, the backbone of the agricultural industry 
in both Colonies, are the underdogs politically, 
when compared with the negroes, owing to the 
inferior educational conditions of the latter. As 
regards curriculum and text books, dependence 
on English models and English publications is the 
rule. There is much local history and so much of 
history in the local natural history, agriculture, 
etc., that it should be easy to produce a good West 
Indian Reader which would aim at teaching chil­
dren the common history and the common life and 
problems of the British West Indies as a whole.

In conclusion, Mr. Wood advocates the holding 
of Intercolonial Conferences on Education periodi­
cally, and of the temporary employment of an 
Educational Adviser and Intelligence Officer for the 
West Indies generally.

The remainder of the report deals with questions 
affecting the principal Colonies, a notable feature 
of it being a section devoted to the development 
of British Guiana, to which reference will be made 
in next issue.

COLONIAL OFFICE MISSION.

Lecture by Hon. W. Ormsby Gore, M.P.

The Hon. W. Ormsby Gore, M.P., whose articles, 
written as the outcome of his recent tour in the 
Wes .and published in pamphlet form by
1 he West India Committee, excited much interest, 
read a valuable paper on the British West Indies at 
to?LeetTng oi ^°yal Colonial Institute on the 
13th June, Sir Owen Philipps, M.P., G.C M G 
presiding. ’ ’

Referring to the Colonial Office Mission, the 
speaker said that it had the effect of bringing to the 
attention of the representatives of the Imperial 
Government many matters of general and local 
interest m a considered form by different sections of 
the inhabitants m the colonies visited, and it would 
be impossible to exaggerate the value of the per­
sonal touch which such a Mission was able to bring 

°f the difflcul«e8- Not its least 
nlaE het T the discU8sion Which took 

Mlsslon as representing the Colo- 
manv ™ 1 ”r re8PonsiWe administrators on 
wWM S which had formed the
froili London”^ Wntten ““““Nations to and 

re£son which led the Secretary of 
State to select the British West Indies for the first 
mission of this kind was to be found in the repre­
sentations that had been received during 1921 Ex­
pressing the growing demand in several of the West 
Indian Crown Colon es for the bestowal of a 
measure of representative government

After referring to Mr. Wood’s recently published 
Report, which he characterised as a veryPValuable 
mine of information on the various problems of the 

colonies visited, and in its principal section a very 
valuable contribution to the study of constitutional 
development of the Empire which might have im­
portant bearings upon the future of Crown Colony 
government elsewhere, Mr. Ormsby Gore stated 
that he proposed to concentrate on the political and 
constitutional questions which had been raised. 
He would not deal further with economic considera­
tions beyond saying that the collapse of the Euro­
pean element in those communities if the sugar in­
dustry were allowed to become extinguished could 
not fail to have very far-reaching effects upon the 
future character of the Colonies, and he hoped that 
when the British public were brought to realise the 
present menace of foreign control of the bulk of the 
world’s sugar production and its refining, they 
would bear in mind the necessity in their own in­
terests of maintaining somewhere within the British 
Empire, and particularly in the British West Indies, 
a British sugar industry.

Continuing, he said that in none of the Colonies 
had it been suggested that anything in the nature 
of responsible self-government could or should 
be introduced. The fundamental constitutional 

Mr.

problem, therefore, really resolved itself 
how far it was possible to concede to local 
public opinion a voice in the direction or even 
the control of the official Government. Mr. 
Ormsby Gore then proceeded to examine the pre­
sent West Indian constitutions in detail, remarking 
that the most difficult case with which they had had 
to deal was undoubtedly that of Trinidad. He was 
emphatic that any attempt to introduce communal 
representation would tend to divide rather than 
unite. He concluded by saying that the growth of 
strong local patriotism, in which each and all sec­
tions of the community could co-operate, without 
distinction of race and colour, was a very good 
thing, and by far the best safeguard against the 
dangers of racial consciousness and racial hostility. 
But over and above this, he would place the pre- 
servation of the Imperial idea, the idea that the 
British Empire was a unit making for human pro­
gress and prosperity which was based not upon the 
domination of any one race, colour or creed, but on 
the common loyalty of increasingly self-governing 
communities to one King-Emperor.
. The took part in the discussion which
followed the reading of the paper : The Marquis of 
Salsbury, G C.V O KG., Sir William Allardyce, 
tv.C.M.G., Sir Edward Davson, Mr. Ben II 
Morgan, Mr. R. a Ababrelton, Dr. D. E. Anderson’ 
Dr. H. A. Moody, and Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey

Those present included Ladv Allardyce, Mr 
and Mrs. Algernon Aspinall, Mr. D. Baird, Mr 
Claude Berthon and Mrs. Berthon, Major J R 
Boose and Mrs Boose, Mi•. G. M Boughe^, O.B.E. ’, 
D ’ M ‘ ?^nS’ VD> and Mrs- Collens, Lady 
K C M cMr’ Sir G. T. Gilbert-Carter,
K.C.M.G. and Lady Gilbert-Carter. Mr. Thomas 
Greenwood, Mr. J. M. Hattrick, Mrs. E B Ja^is 
Miss Audrey Jeffries, Mr. Gilfred Knight Sir 
Godrey Lagden, K.C.M.G., Mr. Harcourt Malklm" 

and Mrs. Malcolm, Dr. G. B. Mason and 
Mrs Mason Captain F. F. C. Messum, Mr. W I 
Mirrlees and Mrs. Mirrlees, Mr. H. F. Previte Mr 
J. Stanley Rae, and Mr. E. Salmon. ’

into
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THE SUGAR PREFERENCE.

___TheTfoJ?owing letter, which was addressed by The 
Wes* Committee to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, in March last, on the subject of Im­
perial Preference and the Sugar Duties, is now pub­
lished for general information. It is believed that 
the representations of the Committee resulted in the 
maintenance of the preference on sugar for the 
current year at £3 15s. per ton for 96 deg. test, for 
had the duty been reduced, as it is believed was 
generally intended, the preference would ipso facto 
have been reduced, unless the Cabinet had agreed 
to its being increased from one-sixth.

The West India Committee 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter), 

14th March, 1922.
do not doubt that Mr- Edward Wood, 

V1Slt to thc British West Indies 
and British Guiana on your behalf has been so greatly 
appreciated, will have already informed you as to the 
serious position in which the sugar industry- in those 
Colonies has been placed through a variety of circum­
stances arising out of the War.

2. For some months past the price of sugar has 
remained at a figure admittedly below that of the cost 
of production in the principal sugar producing coun­
tries of the world. This is attributable to the falling 
ott in consumption owing to a variety of causes, in­
cluding the high sugar duties in consuming countries, 
adverse exchanges and the burden of taxation which 
has greatly reduced, the purchasing power of the 
people.

3. The world’s total production of sugar for the 
year now current is estimated at 16,488,560 tons as 
compared with 18,436,478 tons in 1913-14. The falling 
oft is mainly in the European beet sugar producing 
countries, the production of cane sugar having in­
creased by 1,701,524 tons since 1913-14.

4. Encouraged by the tariff preference which it has 
enjoyed in the markets of the United States since the 
year 1899-1900 the production of sugar in Cuba has 
gone rapidly ahead from 308,543 tons in that year to 
3,936,040 tons last year. Of last year’s crop, accord­
ing to Messrs. Willett & Gray’s Weekly Statistical 
Sugar Trade Journal of February 22nd, 1922, upwards 
of 600,000 tons had yet to be marketed on that date 
and with the new crop, estimated by Himely to pro­
duce 3,581,000 tons, now being reaped there is a glut 
of sugar which cannot as yet be absorbed.

5. The situation has been aggravated by the tariff 
policy of the United States, which, while admitting 
to their markets the sugars of Porto Rico, the 
Philippines, Hawaii and the American Virgin Islands 
free of duty, and exempting cane sugar produced in 
Louisiana and domestic beet sugar from the payment 
of any- duty whatever, extends to Cuban sugar 
a tariff preference of 40 cents per 100 lbs. The sugar 
produced in the United States territories now amounts 
to 2,250,000 tons, which is protected to the extent of 
$2 per 100 lbs. for 96 deg. test sugar against foreign 
sugar or about 10s. 6d. per cwt., and of $1.60 per 
100 lbs. against Cuban sugar.

6. The Cuban crop for the year now current is, 
as already stated, estimated at 3,581,000 tons and it 
will thus be noted that the total production of sugar 
protected by, or enjoying a preference in, the United 
States is estimated to reach this year 5,831,000 tons, 
whereas the consumption in that country is placed at 
4,100,000 tons only-, thus leaving a substantial balance 

of sugar which, if produced, must be exported else­
where.

7* this connection we feel it incumbent upon us 
to draw your attention to what would appear to be the 
policy of American financiers and refiners, who are 
working in combination in respect of sugar. Under 
the Act of Congress known as the Webb Act, an 
organisation entitled the Sugar Export Corporation 
has been formed which aims at refining surplus Cuban 
sugar in bond for the purpose of invading European 
markets. We enclose sundry cuttings relating to. the 
operations of this combine.* Having regard to1 the 
disastrous effect which somewhat similar combines on 
the Continent of Europe had on the British Colonial 
sugar. industry immediately prior to the abolition of 
bounties by International Agreement embodied in the 
Brussels Convention of 1902, the operations of the 
Sugar Export Corporation should, we respectfully 
submit, be subjected to careful scrutiny by His 
Majesty’s Government. We feel that we should be 
remiss in our duty if we failed to call your attention 
to the menace which threatens the British Sugar in­
dustries from foreign combines.

8. With regard to the immediate situation we 
would point out that the sugar industry of the British 
West Indies and British Guiana has been further 
prejudiced by the falling off in the demand for rum— 
an important by-product of sugar—as the result of the 
present high spirit duties in the United Kingdom, 
which amount to approximately ^491 per puncheon 
or 8s. 5%d. per quart bottle, a figure which places 
this popular beverage beyond the reach of the work­
ing man—the habitual consumer. Deliveries of rum 
for home consumption in the United Kingdom last 
year amounted to 2,036,532 gallons as compared with 
3,331,007 gallons in 1913, while stocks have reached 
the abnormal figure of 11,689,000 proof gallons. As 
a result of this state of affairs it has been found neces­
sary to suspend altogether the manufacture of rum 
on many estates.

9. In consequence of these circumstances the out­
look in the British West Indies and British Guiana is 
regarded as serious and it is believed that the produc­
tion of sugar in those Colonies will be jeopardised 
unless immediate steps are taken to afford assistance 
to the industry to enable it to' tide over the present 
critical period.

10. We have noticed with satisfaction the announce­
ment made by Mr. Edward Wood that His Majesty’s 
Government had agreed to guarantee the continuance 
of the existing rate of preference to British West 
Indian producers for the definite period of ten years, 
for we recognise in this the desire to restore confidence 
in the sugar industry of the British West Indies and 
British Guiana and to encourage the inflow of British 
capital which is so greatly needed in those Colonies. 
We would, however,' point out that it is feared that 
the mere guarantee of the continuance of the present 
percentage of preference, namely one-sixth off the 
duty, would be altogether insufficient to restore con­
fidence in the industry, for if within the next few 
years it were decided to reduce the sugar duties say 
bv one-half, the preference of ¿3 15s. on 96 deg. test 
sugar which would be correspondingly reduced, would 
become one of 17s. 6d. only and this would be 
altogether inadequate.

it. In the circumstances we desire most earnestly 
to urge that the rate of preference to be maintained 
for the ensuing ten years may be 33^ per cent, off the 
general duty and that an undertaking may be given that 
should the sugar duties be reduced during that period

*Not reprinted.



290 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. June 22, 1922.

the substantive preference on British sugar shall be 
maintained at the present figure, namely, in the case 
of 96 deg. test sugar, ¿3 15s. per ton. It has, we 
understand, been suggested that if such a concession 
were made it would prevent the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer reducing the sugar duty below the value 
of the present preference during the continuance of the 
undertaking; but such an objection could be overcome 
if it were agreed that in the event of it being decided 
to reduce the sugar duty to such an extent or to re­
move it altogether the question of the maintenance of 
the industry might be the subject of fresh negotia­
tions.

12. In support of our request we would respectfully 
point out to you, Sir, that since last year the British 
West Indies and British Guiana have been extending 
to goods imported from the mother-country, a tariff 
preference amounting to 50 per cent, in Barbados, 
British Guiana and Trinidad and 33^ per cent, in 
British Honduras, the Leeward Islands and the Wind­
ward Islands, while Jamaica has pledged herself to 
give a preference of 25 per cent, (a Bill to that end 
having been accepted in principle and being now in 
course of passage through the Legislative Council) 
and is already giving one of 40 per cent, to 50 per 
cent, on British cotton goods. According to the Board 
of Trade Returns, the British West Indies and British 
Guiana imported from Great Britain and Ireland dur­
ing 1921, articles produced and manufactured in the 
United Kingdom to the value of over ¿5,000,000, whilst 
the imports into Great Britain of British Indian 
sugar, cacao and rum—the three principal staples— 
were valued at ¿4,696,653. It could not, therefore, be 
said that the British West Indies and British Guiana 
were asking for all and giving nothing in return.

13. In conclusion we would submit, Sir, that in 
putting forward these representations we are request­
ing His Majesty’s Government to do less for British 
Colonies than the United States is already doing for 
the territories under their own flag. We would add 
with full sense of responsibility that it is impossible 
to ignore the serious effect which any set-back in the 
British sugar industry would have in Colonies whose 
residents see the industry in the neighbouring Islands 
under a foreign flag prospering under the generous 
treatment afforded to them by their mother-country.

Trusting that you will be pleased to bring these 
representations before the attention of His Majesty’s 
Government and that they may receive favourable 
consideration. We have the honour to be, etc.,

R. Rutherford,
Chairman.

Algernon Aspinall,
Secretary.

Mr. Churchill, acknowledging this letter on March 
24th, stated that the representations of The West 
India Committee were receiving his careful con­
sideration.

The West India Committee have received the 
thanks of various organisations in the West Indies 
for putting forward the case of sugar. It was re­
corded in the Minutes of the British Guiana Sugar 
Planters’ Association of May 3rd that that body 

expressed its high appreciation of the action taken 
by The West India Committee in this matter and 
the excellent exposition of the case of the British 
Guiana and West Indian sugar industries.”

A summary of Mr. Hummel’s valuable report on 
the Timbers of British Honduras is unavoidably 
held over. J

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Executive held on June 8th, 
Mr. Robert Rutherford was elected Chairman on 
the motion of Mr. E. A. de Pass, seconded by Mr. 
H. F. Previté, and Mr. Cyril Gurney Deputy-Chair­
man on the motion of Mr. E. A. de Pass, seconded 
by Lieut.-Colonel Ivan Davson. On the motion of 
Mr. H. J. J. Freeman, seconded by Lieut.-Colonel 
H. A. Clifton, the following were appointed Hon. 
Treasurers : Mr. William Gillespie, Mr. Thomas 
Greenwood, Mr. E. A. de Pass, and Mr. II. F. 
Pre vité.

The 23 candidates whose names appear below 
were admitted to, membership of The West India 
Committee, bringing the total number elected this 
year up to 107 :—

Names. Prop<fcers and Seconders.

Mr. A. L. Malabre 
(Jamaica).

Mr. Henry Thorne 
(British Guiana).

Mr. C. D. Johnston, M.D. 
(Jamaica).

Mr. J. Gonsalves 
(British Guiana).

Mr. Louis Franklin 
(London).

Mr. John F. L. Lamport 
(British Guiana).

Mr. A. E. Muschett 
(Jamaica).

Mr. J. F. Gore 
(Jamaica).

Mr. W. Wells Palmer
(St. Lucia).

Mr. F. Deighton Rogers 
(St. Lucia).

Messrs. Plaistowe & Co., 
Ltd. (London).

Mr. H. M. Berkeley 
(London).

Mr. D. C. Hylton 
(Jamaica).

Major Claud J. Low, 
D.S.O., T.D. (London).

Mr. G. E. Bodkin, B.A. 
(London).

Mr. J. M. Hattrick 
(London).

Major H. C. Corlette, O.B.E.
F.R.I.B.A. (London).

Mr. H. M. Brandon 
(Jamaica).

Mr. Kenneth S. Longley 
(Trinidad).

Mr. H. J. B. Walcott 
(Jahna ica).

Mr. K. McMahon de Roux 
(Jamaica).

The Hon.Richard Nosworthy 
(Dominica).

Mr. Manoel D’Andrade 
(British Guiana).

J .Mr. L. de Mercado.
( Mr. W. Baggett Gray. 
t Mr. A. Hirsch.
I Mr. W. Gillespie. 
( Mr. R. B. Daly. 
J .Mr. E. A. de Pass. 
J Mr. M. P. Comacho. 
( Mr. H. de Cambra. 
r Mr. Archibald Gordon. 
< Messrs. John Leckie & 
( Co., Ltd.

f Mr. Leonard Lywood.
I Mr. John Macdonald. 
I Mr. W. Baggett Gray. 
] Mr. A. Spooner, 
j Mr W. Baggett Gray. 
( -Mr. A. Spooner.
f Mr. .Archibald J. Brooks, 
j Mr. A. R. C. Mallett.
( Mr. Archibald J. Brooks. 
J Mr. Gregor McG. Peter. 
f Mr. F. N. Martinez.
| Mr. N. Malcolmson. 
j Mrs. Bromley.
| Mr. C. Gurney, 
j Mr. E. A. de Pass. 
J Mr. Cyril Gurney.

Mr. H. F. Previte.
j Lt.-Colonel Ivan Davson, 
? O.B.E.

Lt.-Colonel Ivan Davson, 
O.B.E.

Mr. Thomas Greenwood.
Mr. A. W. Thomson.
Mr. H. F. Previté.
Mr. Cyril Gurney.
Mr. H. F. Previte.
Mr. E. A. de Pass.
Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.
T. Geddes Grant, Ltd.
Mr. H. F. Previte.
Mr. W. H. Farquharson.
Mr. F. H. Farquharson.
Mr. S. M. de Roux, J.P.
Mr. E. A. de Pass.
His Honour Chief Justice 

H. K. M. Sisnett.
Mr. Cyril Gurney.
Mr. H. de Cambra.
Mr. John Fernandez.

{ 

{
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WIRELESS TELEPHONY. A QUAINT COCO-NUT PALM.

Grand Turk a Pioneer.

Broadcasting ” by wireless telephony is already 
a possibility that is coming nearer to the West 
Indies. Apropos of the article that appeared in these 
columns on April 27th on the subject of wireless 
telephony and telegraphy, the Circular is now able 
to announce that the first wireless telephone sys­
tem has actually been established in the British 
West Indies. The honour of being the pioneer on 
this occasion is due to the island of Grand Turk, 
which is now linked by wireless telephone with the 
islands of South Caicos and Salt Cay, distant from 
it twenty miles and eight miles respectively.

The system is in full working order, and can also 
be used for wireless telegraphy, in which capacity 
it has a sending range of 150 miles. It proves (so 
the Circular is informed) a great boon, enabling as 
it does the people of Grand Turk to know when 
steamers are approaching their shores or when they 
leave Puerto Plata, Santo Domingo, for their road­
stead. Mr. G. Whitfield Smith, I.S.O., the Com­
missioner of the Turks and Caicos Islands, is cer­
tainly to be congratulated upon this development.

“COCOA” AND “CHOCOLATE.”

A Distinction with a Difference.

A correspondent asks what difference there is 
between the two distinct beverages known respec­
tively as “cocoa” and “chocolate.” That the 
latter is the richer concoction of the two is common 
knowledge, but beyond that little is known by the 
public. Here, then, is the answer to the enquiry.

Cocoa or cocoa powder is made by grinding 
roasted cocoa nibs, subjecting the warm semi-liquid 
mass to hydraulic pressure, thus removing a large 
proportion of the cocoa butter. The pressed cake 
is then broken up and sifted through fine silk. 
While the ground cocoa mass contains 54 per cent, 
of cocoa butter, the cocoa powder (or essence) 
should contain about 25 per cent.

Chocolate or drinking chocolate is a preparation 
of the ground cocoa mass described above, mixed 
with sugar. The blend of beans is selected with 
a view of obtaining a mild chocolate taste, to con­
trast with the stronger and fuller taste of a cocoa 
essence.

During the present year 107 new members of 
The West India Committee have been elected. Of 
these, 72 reside in the West Indies, in the places 
shown below :—

Trinidad ............... 21 St. Kitts ............... 2
British Guiana ... 15 Antigua ............... J
J amaica 14 British Honduras 1
Barbados 6 Montserrat 1
St. Lucia............... 6 St. Vincent I
Dominica ... 3 ^obago 1

Can any of our readers account for the cork­
screw shape assumed by the coco-nut palm depicted 
on this page ? The possibility of the palm having 
been struck by a succession of hurricanes suggests 
itself; but this must be ruled out, since it stands in 
British Guiana—outside the hurricane zone. A 
somewhat similar freak palm exists—or did exist_  
m British Honduras, and was depicted in The West

. A Freek Coco-nut Palm.
This curious palm “gyres and gimbles ” in British Guiana, 
where it was photographed ,by Mr. G. E. Bodkin. It is 

over 60 feet high.
India Committee Circular of October 11th, 1910. 
The photograph of the British Guiana freak palm 
from which the illustration on this page is repro­
duced was taken by Mr. G. E. Bodkin, B.A., F.E.S.

Major the Hon. J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., 
Administrator of St. Kitts-Nevis, who has been 
spending his leave in London, returns to the Presi­
dency in the s.s. Councillor on July 21st.

Mrs. Harold Frere gave birth to a son at 
Tunbridge Wells on June 8th. Mrs. Frere is the 
only daughter of Sir John and Lady Harrison, of 
Georgetown, British Guiana, who will, like Mr. and 
Mrs. Frere, be the recipients of many congratula­
tions upon this happy event.
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DEATH TO THE MOSQUITO.

The United States Bureau of Entomology recom­
mends a new trap for mosquitoes. According to a 
leading article which appeared in The Times of 
May 10th, experiments in the use of odoriferous 
substances led to no useful results, but it has 
now been found that a joint of stove-pipe, 
heated by an alcohol lamp, attracted about 
as many mosquitoes as were attracted by per­
sons in the vicinity. Heat was the lure, and 
the range of heat at which the maximum response 
occurred was from 90 to 110 degrees Fahrenheit, in 
close correspondence with the temperatures 
radiated by a living human body. Above or below 
that range, the mosquitoes paid no attention to 
the lure. The insects showed greater cleverness 
than flies in escaping even from complicated traps 
after they had been caught, and it is necessary to 
add some poisonous substance to the contrivance. 
It would probably be hopeless to expect control 
of mosquitoes in the open country by traps on the 
American pattern. Fortunately, however, the 
species most dangerous to man, the carriers of 
malaria, yellow fever, and so forth, are local in 
their habits. They seldom travel more than a few 
yards. The adult insects require to visit water, 
not merely to find the right conditions for their

Prof. Maxwell-Lef noy’s Mosquito Trap,

eggs and larvae, but for drinking purposes. Con­
siderable success has been obtained by the simple 
method of removing old bottles or cans, repairing 
water-spouts, covering cisterns, and oiling pools, 
so that a house and garden without these local 
concessions to the habits of the insects may enjoy 
relative immunity, even in an infested area. On 
the other hand, a house may suffer from the care­
lessness of its neighbour, and may enjoy an addi­
tional security from this new method. Many 
suburban villas have both mosquitoes and kitchen 
gas-fires; it should not be difficult to take a lead 
from the chimney and fit it up as a heat-lure.

Apropos of the above, it may be useful to re­
publish an illustration of Mr. H. MaxweH-Lefroy’s 
mosquito trap, which originally appeared in The 
West India Committee Circular of August 17th, 
1909. The trap, which is depicted on this page, 
only catches the Culex fatigans, and other 
mosquitoes which like to rest in shady places 
during the day. Unfortunately, thie Anopheles 

and Stegomyia fasciata do not fall within this 
category. It will be seen that the trap is quite 
easy to make. The inside measurement is 9 in. 
by 9 in. by 12 in. high. The inside, b, must be 
lined with some dark material, such as green 
baize, and should have tin on the floor. It 
should when ready be placed in a shady corner of 
the room as high up as possible. Bookshelves and 
hangings should then be dusted, and the mosqui­
toes will seek refuge in the box. The door c is 
then closed, and a teaspoonful of benzine or petrol 
is poured through the orifice a, which is then 
closed with a cork. In five minutes the insects 
are stupefied, and can be shaken out and burnt.

The best sport with this trap is obtainable soon 
after sunrise and at midday.

ST. VINCENT ARROWROOT.

Owing to the present state of the arrowroot 
market the planters in St. Vincent have curtailed 
cultivation. Some shippers have as many as three 
years’ crops lying either in the island or London 
unsold and the outlook for the immediate future is 
in no way encouraging. This conclusion is reached 
by the Committee of Management of the St. Vin­
cent Arrowroot Growers’ and Exporters’ Associa­
tion, of which Mr. H. Egerton Ellis has succeeded 
the Hon. J. Elliot Sprot as Secretary, in their 
report for the year ended December 31st, 1921, 
which states :—

“ No fixing of prices for the London market took 
place during the year, as that market still con­
tinued in a state of stagnation, owing to econo­
mical conditions. The prices fixed for Canada 
did not result in any material business being done 
in consequence of shippers from a neighbouring 
island having purchased large quantities during 
the time prices were inflated; their efforts to sell 
these quantities in the United States, a limited 
market, resulted in their offering St. Vincent 
arrowroot at a price far below cost of production. 
Shipments during 1919, 1920 and 1921 were 11,112, 
12,702, and 10,021 barrels respectively. No adver­
tising was attempted during the year.”

A proposal to amalgamate the Association with 
the St. Vincent Cotton Growers’ and Agricultural 
and Commercial Society was dropped on the for­
mation of a local Chamber of Agriculture and 
Commerce.

Sir Charles O’Brien, Governor of Barbados, 
accompanied by Lady O’Brien and his daughters, 
has arrived in England on a few months leave of 
absence, and his address for the present will be 
Alum Chine Lodge, Bournemouth.

Sir John Harrison is, unfortunately, still an 
invalid, and, it being improbable that he will be 
fit to return to duty for some little time, has been 
compelled to obtain an extension of leave for three 
months. He and Lady Harrison, who, one regrets 
to learn, is far from well, are now at Cumberland 
Villa, Cumberland Walk, Tunbridge Wells.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

The pineapple industry of Hawaii threatens to 
usurp the place of sugar as the premier industry. 
The 1922 pineapple crop is expected to realise 
$25,000,000, while sugar will not bring in more 
than $40,000,000.

* #
A good instance of surgical skill resulting from 

experience actuated by liking is that of the New 
Zealand Rea. This bird is fond of sheeps’ kidneys, 
and extracts the juicy kidneys from browsing sheep 
with unerring dexterity, but with fatal results to the 
sheep.

* * *
Canada produces a small amount of apalite, the 

mineral phosphate, mainly in the province of 
Quebec, as a by-product of the mica mines. It 
contains about 86 per cent, of tricalcium phosphate, 
with about 7 per cent, of calcium fluoride. In 1910 
the production was 1,478 tons; in 1919, 24 tons.

* * *
An Australian planter proposes to use eucalyptus 

oil for the destruction of cane grubs, it being claimed 
that the oil will not injure the cane, while killing 
the grubs. The oil is obtained by distillation from 
the Australian blue gum tree, and may be applied 
from a tank connected with the plough when 
furrowing.

* * - *
The extraction of vegetable oils by crushing is by 

no means of recent date. Vitruvius, in an article 
written two or three thousand years ago, men­
tioned oil presses worked by very long levers, and 
Pliny, about 23 A.D., gives a description of an oil 
press consisting of a set of stones, and used for 
grinding olives.

* * #
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society 

states that occasionally in Jamaica fowls with legs 
so short that their bodies are almost on the ground 
are come across. This, it says, is characteristic of 
a breed called 66 Scotch Dumpies,” and it is not 
known when the last specimens of the breed were 
imported. They are best of sitters and mothers, in 
spite of their ungainly appearance.

* *
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society 

states that there is hardly a field of cacao trees in 
Jamaica where there is not a terrible mixing up of 
varieties resulting from planting the first pod that 
comes to hand. The idea also obtains that the 
lowest pod on the trunk is the best for planting, 
and the planter therefore often selected the lowest 
pod from any or every tree, without reference to 
variety or ability of the parent tree to bear heavily.

* * *
A great problem dealing with the formation of 

nitrogen compounds in plants, such as alkaloids and 
proteins, has, says Prof. Baly, been solved. In the 
Liverpool University laboratories it has recently 
been discovered that the nitrates which the plants 
absorbed from the soil combined, in the form of 
nitrites, with the active formaldehyde. Alkaloids 
have been made, as well as those animo-acids known 
to be the basis of proteins, the production of which 

is only one stage further, and there is every reason 
to believe that this stage w:ll soon be reached.

* *
Observations made on the work done by bees, 

carried out in New York State, showed that the 
average working hours were from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
—a ten-hour working day. The “nectar” was col­
lected from white sweet clover, and the number of 
trips made ranged from below 12 up to 24, the 
average being 13 trips. The longest period recorded 
for the round trip was three hours, but the average 
was 45 minutes. The average time spent in collect­
ing was 34 minutes. The carrying capacity of 
robber bees was 90 per cent, of their weight, of 
swarm bees, 75 per cent.

* * . *
In an article especially written for The Fertiliser 

and Feeding-Stuff s Journal it is stated that Holland 
has never enjoyed ( ? ) the old-time “ squire and 
farmer ” conditions of social England, which have 
but just disappeared, with the result that for cen­
turies Dutch agriculture has had to be severely 
self-supporting on a strictly business basis. One 
result has been that the Dutch farmer has com­
pletely organised himself into co-operation through­
out the length and breadth of his country. The 
various Unions combine to buy their fertilisers and 
to sell their produce. Agricultural banks have been 
founded to assist, on an economic basis, the farmer, 
and credits of from six to nine months are readily 
available.

* *
The development of a colony of bees in spring 

depends, says the Agricultural Gazette of New 
South Wales, upon three factors—the queen, the 
supply of nectar and pollen, and the combs con­
tained in the brood chamber. A colony in which 
the queen is exhausted, whom the bees have failed 
to supersede, should be marked for re-queening at 
the first opportunity. In the case of supplies of 
honey and pollen not being available in the hive, or 
not forthcoming from natural resources, the colony 
should be fed. It is extremely important also that 
there should be good combs in the brood chamber, 
as no queen can prove her worth unless the cham­
ber is equipped with combs containing a maximum 
number of worker cells. In the spring, therefore, 
the opportunity should be taken of removing combs 
too old or which contain too manv large cells.

* * *
In the old Egyptian days the ibis was held sacred, 

and it is not an error to assume that this 
was due to its power of destruction of locusts, 
the insect plague of Egypt. In his “Wild 
Life in Australia,” Mr. Le Souef gives remarkable 
evidence of its value in this respect. In one colony 
of the straw-necked ibis in that country there were 
estimated to be 200,000 adult birds. A number of 
these were shot and their crops examined. Each 
crop was found to contain on the average 2,410 
young grasshoppers, giving a dailv consumption of 
482,000,000 grasshoppers for the 200,000 birds. The 
flocks work most systematically. When one patch 
of land is cleared of insects, the flock clears off to 
another, returning to the first when it is again popu­
lated. The ibis also dotes on caterpillars, and wire­
worms and other grubs are also favourite items of 
food with it.
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“HEAT HAZE” OR “MAY DUST”?

Sir Robert Schomburgk, in his “History of Bar­
bados,” records that during the eruption of the 
Soufrière in St. Vincent in 1812, ashes ejected from 
the crater fell over Barbados, causing at first not a 
little consternation. This phenomenon was re­
peated in 1902, when, during an eruption, ashes 
were carried against the Trade Wind by an upper 
current of air for one hundred miles from St. Vin­
cent to Barbados, on which island they were de­
posited to a depth of several inches. On both oc­
casions the ash was called “May Dust,” and in 
passing it may be remarked that it is contended 
that Barbados owes its present soil to some extent 
to prehistoric precipitations of this dust.

The fall of “May Dust” is recalled by reports 
from various parts of the Lesser Antilles of an ex­
traordinary mist which prevailed there in the 
middle of May. In Tobago it was regarded as what 
the Negroes call “heat haze.” Mr. G. H. King, 
writing from St. Kitts, is more definite. He says :—

“The weather here has for some time past been 
most unusual. In place of the bright sun and blue 
sky of the tropics, there has been a haziness like a 
Scotch mist intensified. A thin smoke seems to 
pervade the atmosphere, and through it the hills 
and mountains, which usually stand out clear and 
well defined, look like shadows of themselves, and 
at a little distance cannot be seen at all.

“Through a curtain of sombre-looking mist, the 
rising sun glimmers like a yellow moon, and all day 
his tropic brilliance is obscured. So noticeable has 
been this phenomenon that persons of all classes 
are asking the cause. The superstitious see in it a 
token of impending disaster, the weather-wise pre­
dict severe drought, and the religious minded con­
sult their priests. The more reasoning ones recall 
the atmospheric conditions that followed the erup­
tions of Mont Pelé twenty years ago, and ascribe 
the phenomenon to the most natural cause, namely, 
a fall of volcanic dust. There has, however, been 
no eruption within a long distance of these latitudes, 
and one can only suppose that to some far distant 
explosion the present dust fall can be ascribed.

“Towards the end of April, that is nearly three 
weeks ago, Mount Etna, in Sicily, was reported to 
be in violent eruption, and it is quite conceivable 
that the fine dust driven upwards in that explosion 
and reaching the upper strata of the atmosphere 
has been circling about, and is now being deposited 
at a distance of some' 4,000 miles from the scene of 
its expulsion from the volcano. This phenomenon, 
which is quite well understood by the scientific 
world, is a matter of wonder to the ordinary mind. 
An air wave generated by the eruption of Mount 
Krakatoa in 1883 is said to have encircled the globe 
fully seven times, and it can well be understood 
that erupted dust, travelling on such a wave, might 
go a tremendous distance before succumbing to the 
force of gravity and settling on the earth.

Could the present dust fall be properly identi­
fied as originating from Etna or elsewhere, valuable 
data might be obtained with regard to air waves 
and air currents which could be applied to the

(Concluded at foot of next column.)
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TWO USEFUL ORGANIZATIONS.

The fifth report of the Civic Circle of the Lyceum 
Club in Barbados shows that that enthusiastic and 
public-spirited body of ladies has been continuing 
its good work of beautifying Bridgetown and its 
surroundings by planting and maintaining gardens 
and restoring monuments—those commemorating 
the Tercentenary of the island at Hole Town and 
the memorial of the 36th Regiment and the Royal 
York Rangers, near the Savannah—besides carry­
ing out such useful social service as the provision 
of educational cinematograph films and interesting 
themselves in the important question of film cen­
sorship.

It is satisfactory to learn that under the auspices 
of the Circle, whose attention was called to the 
matter by The West India Committee Circular, 
the restoration of the old Naval and Military Ceme­
tery at Needham’s Point is progressing, a wall being 
in course of erection round the graveyard as a pre­
liminary step. From the personnel of the Circle 
which is given, it appears that the officers now are : 
President, Lady Gilbert-Carter; Vice-Presidents, 
Miss Law, Miss M. Packer, and Lady Clarke; with 
Miss R. Browne Hon. Secretary and Miss Sander­
son Hon. Treasurer.

The financial statement accompanying the re­
port shows that the funds available are extremely 
modest, and by no means commensurate with the 
importance and work of the campa’gn that is being 
carried on. The work of these ladies should cer­
tainly receive a greater measure of support.

. y^cl°ria League of Jamaica, whose patriotic 
aim it is to promote mutual understanding, help, 
and intercourse between all citizens of the British 
Empire, held its annual public meeting on May 10th. 
The Bishop of Jamaica, President of the League, 
took the chair, and those present included the 
Governor and Lady Probyn, Hon. Col. II H 
Bryan and Mrs. Bryan, Hon. W. A. S. Vickers, 
Mrs. H. G. de Lisser, Mrs. Charlton Thompson,’ 
Mr. Noel de Motagnac, and Mrs. M. E. Spooner, 
who has been acting for some time as Hon. Secre­
tary.

The Annual Report, which was adopted, is the 
record of a useful year’s activities, which included 
the entertaining of the officers and men of the 
British and Canadian Navies when they visited the 
island, the former in November, the latter in July 
last year. An interesting experiment was also 
started in arranging for correspondence to be car­
ried on between children in Jamaica and children 
in Australia. In the course of his speech, Sir Leslie 
Probyn told the story of a hard-worked Bishop 
whose speech before a meeting of the Victoria 
League set up a record for shortness :—“This 

has a value known to you all. God bless it. 
that is the first point. The second point is £ s. d.”

science of aviation. One effect of volcanic dust in 
tne atmosphere is a succession of remarkable sun­
sets, but at present the thickness of the dust fall is 
such as to entirely obscure the rays of the setting



June 22, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.
295

COCO-NUT PALM INSURANCE.
The terms of the usual contract of insurance 

of coco-nut palms against loss by hurricane having 
been the subject of criticism, advantage was taken 
of the occasion of Mr. A. W. Farquharson’s recent 
^sit to this country to approach Messrs. Henry 
Head & Co., who specialise in this form of insurance, 
with a view to their modification.

As the result of a conference in The West India 
Committee Rooms on the 11th April, between Mr. 
Farquharson, Major W. W. Rhodes; the Secretary 
of The West India Committee, and a representative 
of Messrs. Head & Co., the latter firm agreed to 
substitute in Clause 1 of their policy the word 

loss ’ for the word te damage,” the clause now 
reading as follows :—

No claim shall attach unless the loss caused by 
gale or cyclone during any one period not exceed­
ing twenty-four hours exceed — per cent, of the 
value of the coco-nut trees hereby insured, each 
estate being treated as a separate insurance, and 
then the underwriters shall only be liable for the 
amount by which the loss exceeds such — per cent.” 

The following definition of the word “ loss ” was 
adopted, and now appears as a footnote to the 
policy : “It is understood that the word shall cover 
the total destruction of any tree or such damage as 
shall make it apparent within a period of six months 
that the damaged trees are incapable of further 
bearing.”

The question of the rates of premium was also 
discussed, but the underwriters would not consent 
to any reduction for the present year, these having 
been already fixed. Messrs. Head stated, however, 
that they would endeavour to obtain a concession 
in this respect if they went through this season 
without loss.

The rates are-: 40/- to pay the excess of 5 per 
cent, of the value of the plantation; 30/- to pay the 
excess of 10 per cent.

THE CORONA CLUB.
In the unavoidable absence of the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies, the Hon. Edward Wood, 
M.P., presided over the Corona Club dinner, which 
was held at the Hotel Cecil on June 13th. Among 
the large company present there was a goodly 
sprinkling of Colonial Civil Servants who have 
served or are still serving in the West Indies. At 
the ‘‘high table” were Lieut.-Colonel Sir Charles 
O’Brien, K.C.M.G., Sir Frederic Hodgson, 
K.C.M.G., V.D., Sir William Grey-Wilson, 
K.C.M.G., K.B.E., and Lieut.-Colonel Sir John 
Chancellor, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., R.E., whilst in the 
body of the hall were noticed :—

Mr. J. Paton Auld, Dr. E. P. Minett, Dr. Q. B. 
De Freitas, Dr. J. A. Brown, Mr. W. M. Gordon, 
Mr. Aucher Warner, K.C., Mr. C. Sadler, Mr. E. H. 
Cunningham-Craig, Mr. Walsh Wrightson, C.M.G., 
Mr. Archibald Graeme Bell, C.M.G., Mr. Cecil 
Clementi C.M.G., Mr. R. Popham Lobb, C.M.G., 
Major J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., Lt.-Col. T. R. 
St. Johnson, Dr. York T. G. Moore, Dr. L. M. 
Moody, Captain Mark Kerr, Mr. H. Ferguson, Arch­
deacon F. W. T. Elliot, Dr. P. James Kelly, Captain 
Thomas H. Irving, Mr. C. H. Harley Moseley, C.M.G., 
Sir Robert Johnstone and Dr. H. A. Tempany.

the west indies revisited.
By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 269.)

In its Imperial Association Jamaica has an active 
business organisation which, though only founded 
as recently as 1917, already exerts great influence 
in creating and fostering sound public opinion re­
garding matters affecting the economic, social, 
agricultural and commercial life of the island. The 
success which has attended its efforts in this direc­
tion has been largely due to the energy of its 
founder and Chairman, Mr. A. W. Farquharson, a 
far-seeing Imperialist who enjoys the somewhat rare 
gifts of a logical mind and the power of thinking 
out problems for himself. Mr. Farquharson is one 
of a clan of that name many of whose members 
have made Jamaica their overseas home. The 
Farquharsons are indeed almost as numerous in 
Jamaica as Welshmen are at a certain College at 
Oxford, where it is said that if you stand in the 
Quadrangle and call out “ Jones, have a drink ! ” 
every window is at once thrown up and an indivi­
dual enjoying that patronymic appears at it. Simi­
larly there is a tradition that if you travel on the 
Jamaica Railway, a Farquharson is bound to board 
your train before it reaches Montego Bay.

Formerly Crown Solicitor of Jamaica, Mr. Far­
quharson is a practised speaker with remarkable 
powers of persuasion, which result in his being one 
of those men who gets things done. In this he is 
ably seconded by his lieutenant, the Secretary, Mr. 
Herbert G. de Lisser, C.M.G., a Jamaican of great 
ability and considerable literary attainment, who 
finds time not only to conduct the affairs of the 
Association, but also to write leading articles for 
the Gleaner, the local daily (with which he has 
been connected for many years), and to publish a 
remarkable number of books of fact and fiction re­
garding the island in which he was bom, whose 
welfare and prosperity is always very near to his 
heart.

It was my good fortune to “ see ” Jamaica under 
the auspices of these tutelary geniuses, and one 
could not have been in better hands. On behalf of 
their Association they housed me in the Jamaica 
Club, where I was able to “hob-nob” with such dis­
tinguished members of the Legislative Council as 
Sir John Pringle, Mr. C. W. Hewitt, and Mr. F. M. 
Kerr Jarrett, who has since retired into private life. 
They also arranged interviews for me with represen­
tatives of all classes of the community and provided 
me with motor-cars which enabled me to inspect 
more of the country in a week than I could have 
seen in a month in the old days of the dilapidated 
buggy.

The Jamaica Imperial Association has somewhat 
eclipsed another institution of the kind which is 
overburdened by the lengthy name of “ The Royal 
Jamaica Society of Agriculture and Commerce and 
Merchants Exchange ”; but as the latter specialises 
in purely commercial matters, there should be 
ample room for both and one would regret to see 
the older body, whose affairs are in the hands of 
Mr. S. Soutar and Mr. J. L. Ashenheim, the moving
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spirit of the Jamaica Jockey Club, put out of busi­
ness. Similarly the Jamaica Agricultural Society, 
of which Mr. John Barclay is Secretary, fills an 
important niche in the agricultural life of Jamaica, 
co-ordinating as it does, the work and research of 
an infinite number of branches scattered through­
out the island. Another local institution is Mr. 
Frank Cundall. That learned and artistic individual 
must be quite tired of reading of himself as the cul­
tured Secretary of the Jamaica Institute. A 
Londoner by birth, Mr. Cundall has given to the 
world a prodigious number of magazine articles and 
books dealing with Jamaica and the West Indies, 
and has collected the finest library of West Indian 
literature existing in either hemisphere. He also 
watches over an interesting museum containing 
such historic treasures as the old Bell of Port Royal 
and the famous “ Shark Papers,” found in 
the belly of a shark by Lieut. Michael Fitton, R.N., 
off Jacmel, that led to the condemnation by Prize 
Court of the brig Nancy, which was sailing under 
false colours—as described by Michael Scott in 
“The Cruise of the Midge,”—besides a gallery of 
Jamaica Governors and worthies. In this his own 
portrait should most certainly be included.

Captain Mahan referred to Jamaica as “ the great 
strategical point in the Caribbean,” on account of 
its commanding position, its size and its population, 
which approximates very closely to that of the 
whole of the rest of the British West Indian Islands 
put together. Jamaica is properly regarded as our 
leading colony in or near the Caribbean Sea; but 
its trade is not yet commensurate with its relative 
importance, being actually below that of Trinidad. 
Thus in 1910 the total trade Qf Jamaica was 
£5,183,165, and that of Trinidad £6,810,599, whilst 
in the “ boom ” year of 1920, the totals were 
£17,459,300 and £18,914,711 respectively.*

Nevertheless Jamaica is making headway and 
having a greater diversity of industries than that 
which any other West Indian colony can show, her 
future is assured. Her exports include sugar, fruit, 
logwood, coconuts, rum, dyewoods, cacao, coffee, 
tobacco and pimento, to give them in the order of 
comparative importance, besides many unclassified 
“ minor products.” The probability of all these 
industries being put out of action by economic 
causes or by pests and hurricanes simultaneously, 
is remote, and therefore, though individual planters 
may experience losses from time to time through 
such material disadvantages, the community as a 
whole maintains its equanimity and the island pro­
gresses in spite of occasional setbacks.

Sugar is once more King in the island, though 
here his throne has been threatened by circum­
stances arising out of the slump which followed the 
post-war boom; but the banana industry is also 
menaced to some extent by the fell Panama disease 
which has spread through the island with uncanny 
speed. The best brains of agricultural science are, 
however, applying themselves to the task of finding 
a remedy for this trouble, and it is hoped that it 
may be overcome by the discovery of a variety of 
banana which will resist its ravages.

* It is only fair to add that the trade of Trinidad is swollen 
by the transhipment of goods principally to and from the 

Main the value of which in 1910 was £1,544,284.

The position of sugar until recently was more 
serious. For months prices remained below the 
cost of production, and those planters who could 
not believe that quotations would ever come down 
from the high level ruling in 1920, were caught 
napping. Some bought estates at fancy prices, and 
when the slump came, found that they could no 
longer finance them, while even the more level 
headed found that their resources were locked up 
in the new machinery which they purchased while 
times were good. Consequently, a difficult and 
precarious situation had to be faced. To some, 
relief has been afforded by loans from the Govern­
ment, which was forced to step in where the Banks 
feared to tread, and gradually improved market 
conditions are relieving the anxiety of the planters.

The banana industry has also had its trials, 
for, spart from the ravages of the Panama disease, 
it had to face hurricanes in three successive years, 
which reduced the exports of fruit from 16,201,772 
stems in 1914-15 to 3,449,565 in 1916-17.

This industry, as is well known, is mainly con­
trolled by a vast American combine which has deve­
loped out of the operations of Captain J. D. Baker, 
the Captain of a wind-jammer that used to trade 
between Jamaica and Boston. On his homeward 
voyages he used to take a few bunches of bananas 
home to his friends, and he found that they were 
so much appreciated that he began to trade in the 
fruit. From those small beginnings emerged the 
Boston Fruit Company, now the United Fruit Com­
pany, with a capital of $100,000,000 and vast rami­
fications throughout the Western Atlantic. For 
many years this company had matters its own way 
in Jamaica, pursuing successfully the plan of absorb­
ing its competitors, a policy which reached its 
climax in 1913. Then, to the indignation of the 
independent planters, it secured the control of the 
loading of the steamers of the Impérial Direct West 
India Mail Service, which had been established 
with the main purpose of breaking down the mono­
poly and opening up a new market for bananas in 
the United Kingdom. The second of these two 
objects was attained, but not the first. It must, 
however, be borne in mind that the hand of Sir 
Alfred Jones—Chairman of the Imperial Direct 
line—was forced owing to his inability to secure ade­
quate -supplies of fruit from independent growers, 
partly as a result of a hurricane which had de­
stroyed large numbers of banana trees in 1903.

The United Fruit Company, like other concerns 
of the kind, has come in for a liberal share of abuse ; 
but it is to be doubted whether the banana industry 
would ever have reached its present dimensions in 
Jamaica without their enterprise and capital, and 
the advantages of their activities in the island far 
outweigh the disadvantages of an American com­
pany operating on such a large scale in a British 
colony. As Mr. Edward Wood has stated in his 
report on his visit to the West Indies, they em­
ploy a staff of 1,500 persons, all, with three excep­
tions, British subjects, and have invested approxi­
mately two million pounds sterling in the island. 
Their operations have been conducted on enlight­
ened and progressive lines. Sanitation is almost a 
fetish with them. They own the two largest hotels, 
and, with their “Great White Fleet,” have built up
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a tourist traffic which must be of considerable bene­
fit to the island. They also control Messrs. Elders 
& Pyffes, Ltd., which now give the colony a weekly 
passenger steamer service to and from Jamaica. 
This service, though no freight is carried, is better 
in every respect than that of the former subsidised 
line which used to cost Jamaica £20,000 a year and 
the Imperial Government a like sum.

If as is said to be the case, the soil of the famous 
Cuban tobacco fields is getting “ tired,” and promised,

The Barbados Theatre.
H.therto Jamaica lias been the only West Indian Colony possessing a real 
theatre. Now Barbados is falling into line with this handsome theatre 

(in the outskirts of Bridgetown) which is rapidly nearing completion.

Havana cigars are consequently deteriorating, the 
Jamaica product should enjoy a still greater popu­
larity than it does already. Here, again, private 
enterprise has been supplanted by a combine, the 
two principal cigar factories in Jamaica, those of the 
Golofina Company and Messrs. J. & J. B. Machado, 
being controlled by the British American Tobacco 
Company. The tobacco industry, of which the 
Hon. Evelyn Ellis, of Montpelier, was a pioneer, 
was started in earnest during the Cuban-American 
war, when several expert cigar makers from the 
neighbouring island sought refuge in Jamaica, and 
showed the local idea how the real “Havana” should 
be rolled. A visit to Machado’s cigar factory in 
(Kingston showed how well the lesson had been 
learned. There, in one of several large rooms, were 
forty or fifty men and women, each seated at a 
small table, with a suction plate on it to keep the 
tobacco leaf flat, rolling the finest “ gentlemen,” 
ee young ladies,” “ Panatelas,” etc., while they 
listened to a well-educated black who, perched on 
a dais in the centre, read to them—not a Spanish 
love story, as one might have expected in such 
surroundings—but the local Gleaner. In a neigh­
bouring room a modem cigarette machine was turn­
ing out cigarettes as fast as one could count, the 
tobacco falling on to a strip of paper which gradu­
ally closed round it, and th^n, gummed together, 
was cut into the precise length required, with 
astonishing precision.

(To be continued.)

In the next issue of the Circular will be published 
a précis of an important debate on Imperial Preference 
which took place in Parliament on June 19th.

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Antigua and Rockefeller Foundation.

Addressing the General Legislative Council of the 
Leewart Islands on the 29th March, the Governor 

that, should times improve, relief from in­
direct taxation would be afforded as early 
as possible. In refutation of the constantly 
repeated cry that “sugar is done,” Sir 
Eustace referred to the proposals of Mr. G. 
Moody Stuart to increase the plant of his 
factory to enable a larger amount of cane 
to be dealt with, in addition to which Mr. 
Moody Stuart had other developments in 
connection with the sugar industry gene­
rally, for which he intended to acquire the 
necessary capita!. From a federal point of 
view, greater attention, and assistance was
going to be given to all the Presidencies, as 
was their right and due, and he had given 
instructions that two visits, as the mini­
mum, every year were to be paid to each of 
the islands by the Federal officers. His 
Excellency announced +faat in response to 
an appeal to the Rockefeller Foundation, an 
American doctor was on his way to Antigua 
to make a survey -at the expense of the 
Foundation.

Less Barbados Syrup this Year.

The Agricultural Reporter of May 13th records a dry 
fortnight with hardly half an inch of rainfall any­
where. The young crop was, however, progressing 
extremely well throughout the Island, and the ratoons 
growing fast and regularly. Owing to low prices, 
considerably less syrup is being made this year than 
last. The Mosaic disease of the cane is, unfortunately, 
spreading, and if thorough measures are not taken to 
eradicate it, the sugar industry will be in danger. 
Now that the Agricultural News of the Imperial De- 
partment is defunct, the Agricultural Society is con­
templating the publication of a journal of its, own.— 
At their monthly meeting on May 4th, the Council of 
the Chamber of Commerce passed a resolution urging 
the Government to endeavour to get Alastrim included 
in the quarantinable diseases under the West Indian 
Quarantine Convention rules.—The new theatre is 
rapidly nearing completion under the direction of Mr. 
Rosenthal. Situated near Bay Street, it is easy of 
access from the heart of the capital. For the photo­
graph of the building, appearing on this page, the 
Circular is indebted to Mr. J. W. Pearl, who has 
recently returned to England from a visit toi the Island. 
—Mr. Alleyne Howell, Chief Clerk of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture, was married on May 4th 
to Miss Elizabeth Parker, the ceremony being per­
formed by Canon Howell, rector of St. George and 
brother of the bridgroom.—The death took place on 
May 10th of Mr. Samuel Jordan, for many years 
steward of the Bridgetown Club.

Rent Restriction in British Guiana.

In moving the adoption of the Report of the Baby 
Saving League at its annual meeting on May 15th, 
the Governor presiding, the Bishop of Guiana said
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that whilst the Government contributed something 
like $7,600 to the work, .deviations received only 
amounted to $202. In some ways the Report was a 
very sad one, particularly when they considered that 
there was hardly any improvement in the infantile 
mortality, the rate of which was 197 per thousand in 
1887, whilst in 1921 it was 195. The Report was 
seconded by Dr. Winkler and carried.—The Rent Re­
striction Bill, which aims at protecting tenants by 
fixing a standard rent (this being taken at the rent 
at which the dwelling house or land was let on the 
1st January, 1919), and only allowing certain defined 
increases thereto, was assented to by the Governor 
on the 29th April. It is expected to give work to 
the Courts, as it is resented by many of the landlords, 
whilst some of the tenants appear inclined to take 
unfair advantage of it.

Cost of British Honduras’ Public Works.
The Clarion, of May 25th, strongly criticises the 

Public Works policy of the Government, instancing 
the Harbour scheme, regarding which our contem­
porary argues that deepening the bar without protect­
ing the mouth of the river is mere waste of money, 
whilst in the matter of building a temporary bridge, to 
cost $30,000, it is pointed out that Hon. G. E. Grab­
ham had suggested the construction of two barges to 
serve this purpose, at a cost of $5,000, half of which 
his company guaranteed to pay for the barges when 
they should be no longer required.—A petition has 
been sent to the Governor by the British Honduras 
Taxpayers’ Association, praying for a pipe-borne 
waiter supply for Belize. The petitioners declare that 
during the 120 years during which British Honduras 
has been a British Colony, there never has been a 
proper supply of portable water. When drought 
occurs, as has happened this year, the Town Board 
have to ship water from distances of ten and eighteen 
miles.—The Colony’s wireless station is now being 
refitted with an Admiralty 25 kw. arc set, and other 
improvements are being made to the installation. 
When complete the station should be capable of main­
taining regular communication with the station in 
Jamaica when reopened, and the Government had ap­
proached the Halifax and Bermuda Cable Co. in the 
latter Colony with a view to their tendering for the 
supply of a daily service of press news. Mr. Pocock, 
the company’s acting superintendent in Jamaica, has 
replied that it is .impossible to quote a through press 
rate to Belize until an outlet beyond Christiana station 
is secured, but quotes ¿1,200 a year for 1,000 words per 
diem to include the cost of transmission from Kingston 
to Christiana.

Dominica’» Economic Problems.
Mr. C. E. A. Rawle has been appointed an Unofficial 

Member of the Legislative Council, in the room of 
Major E. F. Becher, who has resigned.—In his ad­
dress to the Legislative Council on April 28th, the 
Administrator said that at the present time the out­
look for the lime industry could not be considered 
rosy, and if the United States imposed a tariff -wall 
against tropical produce of foreign countries this 
would be an additional blow to the Island’s trade, not 
only in concentrated lime-juice but in green limes, for 
which the United States was Dominica’s best market. 
He did not see much outlook for increased taxation 
except in a revision of the Income Tax, which at pre­
sent yielded about ¿1,500 a year, but what was reallv 
needed was a model income tax law for the Colonies 
drafted so as to provide a basis of priniciple for the 
various requirements and conditions of the Colonies 

concerned. As for a loan, what security could they 
offer? It would be idle and unfair to call upon the 
Imperial Government for assistance. Economy must, 
therefore, be the watchword during the coming year. 
The year 1921-2 opened with a surplus of ¿1,546 and 
closed with a deficit estimated at ¿3,000 to ¿5,000. 
The estimated revenue for 1922-3 was given at ¿58,115. 
There was one item in the liabilities which had 
appeared, for years, namely war tax, ¿4,090. For 
this item the present Administration could not be 
held responsible, but it represented a debt of honour 
which ought to be repaid. Provision was made for the 
salaries of the medical officers of districts “A,” “B,” 
“C,” and “D,” to be increased from ¿375 to Z45?- R 
had not yet been found possible to fill the vacancies in 
the last two districts. The new hospital for Roseau 
was hanging fire. The question of appointing a resi­
dent chemist for the agricultural department faded 
for the present from the realm of practical politics, 
but on the retirement of the present Curator (Mr. J. 
Jones) whose services to Dominica were too well known 
to need any praise, the possibility of combining the 
duties of curator and chemist might be considered.

Grenada Government Trading.
The official Gazette, of the 26th April, supplies par­

ticulars of the fertilisers which are being obtained 
through the Crown Agents and sold by the Govern­
ment to agriculturists at a price based on costs and 
charges only. They consist of the following (the 
amounts shown being the c.i.f. prices quoted to the 
Government) :—Complete cacao fertiliser (6 per cent, 
ammonia, 30 per cent, phosphoric acid, 5 per cent, 
potash), ¿13 9s. Sulphate of ammonia (24 per cent, 
ammonia) ¿19 12s. Nitrate of soda, probable price 
¿20. Superphosphate (40 per cent, phosphoric acid) 
¿8 6s. 2d. Basic slag (20 per cent, phosphoric acid, 80 
per cent, fineness) ¿7 is. Sulphate of potash (90 per 
cent, pure) ¿14 3s. 5d.—Mr. D. J. Kerr, Acting Super­
intendent of Prisons, has been appointed to act as 
Chief of Police and provisionally as an Official Member 
of the Legislative Council during the absence on leave 
of Major O. C. Heidenstam.—Judgment, reversing a 
magistrate’s decision on “a point of considerable im­
portance,” was given by Chief Justice G. O’D. Walton 
on May 2nd, when the appellant, Mr. F. W. Hudson, 
successfully resisted a claim made by the Colonial 
Treasurer to treat the rate of export duty on cacao 
imposed by Order in Council of January 9th this year, 
as retrospective, in the absence of any express pro­
vision to that effect in the principal Ordinance.

Jamaica and the Panama Disease,
The Panama disease of bananas is being seriously 

tackled, and a Vigilance Committee has been formed 
in Golden Grove where a meeting was addressed on 
May 2nd by Mr. S. S. Stedman, Mr. A. Hansford, 
the Government Microbiologist, and Mr. J. Sutherland, 
Inspector of Plant Diseases. The last named strongly 
advocated the “spy” system for checking the disease’s 
ravages, but said that without the hearty co-operation 
of all, any preventive measures were doomed to failure. 
—The West Indian Club Challenge Cup, which is 
open for competition to teams of ten, the best eight 
scores to count, in any of the British West Indian 
Colonies, was shot for by the Jamaican team on Em­
pire Day. Captained by Rev. J. L. Ramson, they put 
up (says the Gleaner) the remarkable score of 785 out 
of a possible 840.—Another shark tragedy is reported 
from Savanna-la-Mar, on May 22nd, where a young 
French sailor, by name Le Sausse Leon, who was 
bathing from his ship, was killed after a five minutes*
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struggle with one of these monsters.—The death is 
recorded of Mr. David Balfour, Registrar-General, 
which took place on May 20th. Mr. Balfour, who 
was born in Scotland, went to Jamaica in 1891 and 
was admitted to practice as a solicitor in that Colony 
two years later. After being appointed a Stipendiary 
Magistrate in 1906, he was selected to fill the post of 
Registrar-General in 1908.—An interesting addition 
has been made to the Manuscript Collection of the 
Institute of Jamaica in the form of a R^ter written in 
1701 by Admiral Benbow on board H.M.S. Breda, the 
ship in which that gallant Admiral’s cowardly cap­
tains were later tried by court-martial.

Leeward Islands’ Governor in Montserrat.

Mr. K. P. Penchoen, writing on the 26th May, re­
cords a visit from Sir Eustace Fiennes and Lady 
Fiennes, who arrived in the Island by s.s. Parima on 
May 14th, receiving an enthusiastic reception from all 
classes. Having inspected a Guard of Honour com­
posed of men of the Defence Force and Police under 
the command of Captain Twose, His Excellency 
went to the Court House, where he was presented 
with an address read by Hon. W. L. Wall. In the 
course of a strenuous four days in the Island, the 
Governor visited nearly all the schools, public build­
ings and institutions, and saw the greater part of the 
Island by car or on horseback. He also played tennis, 
took part in a two-day cricket match, and was present 
at an “At home” and two dinner parties at Govern­
ment House, besides attending a dramatic perform­
ance on May 18th, organised by Major and Mrs. 
Peebles with a view to starting a Self-help Society. 
The cricket match was against Antigua, and the local 
team were confident of winning had the game been 
finished. The scores in the first innings were :— 
Antigua, 198; Montserrat, 181. In the second innings, 
Antigua declared after making 182 runs for 8 wickets, 
and Montserrat then played out the time, having made 
60 runs with the loss of four wickets. His Excellency 
played for Antigua, and Major Peebles for Montserrat. 
The weather has been favourable with some rain and 
no high winds, and the cotton planted in March looks 
well, but much depends on a satisfactory rainfall dur­
ing June.

St. Kitts’ Acting Administrator.

Hon. W. M. Wigley, Crown Attorney and Magis­
trate of district “C,” is acting as Administrator in the 
absence of Major J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., Mr. D. H. 
Semper taking Mr. Wigley’s place in District “C” and 
Mr. G. P. Boon acting as Crown Attorney. Dr. A. N. 
Aitken, M.D., M.R.C.S., L-R-C.P., has arrived in the 
Presidency and assumed the duties of Medical Officer 
of No. 1 District (Basseterre).

A Buyer of St. Vincent Arrowroot.
Mr. J. M. Palmer, vice-president of the firm of J. 

Morningstar & Co., of New’ York, has been visiting the 
Island in order, it is believed, to enter into negotia­
tions for the direct purchase by his firm of arrowroot 
on a big scale.—Hon. W. Carden Hutchinson is acting 
as Administrator in the absence on leave of His 
Honour R. Popham Lobb. The latter has agreed to 
act as chairman, and the following have been ap­
pointed members of a committee to make recommenda’ 
tions for an exhibit at the British Empire Exhibition, 
1924 Hon. W. C. Hutchinson, Hon. A. M. Fraser, 
Mr. T. Jackson, Mr. W. Grant, Rev. E. A. Pitt, and 
Mr. A. Da Santos.

Tobago’s 11 Heat-haze.”

Writing on the 17th May, Mr. Robert Reid states 
that the first part of that month was rather too dry. 
There has been more than a week of sea-fogs night 
and day, which the inhabitants call “heat-haze,” indi­
cating the approach of rainy weather. There have 
been liberal pickings of cacao in the last six weeks, 
but when Mr. Reid wrote, they were drawing to a 
close, and there will be very little available until 
October. A few favoured estates will obtain their 
average crops, but the majority will be 25 to 40 per 
cent, behind last year.—The Governor returned to 
Trinidad on May nth, after ten days visit, during 
which he motored to all accessible places on the Island 
and rode from Speyside to Charlotte ville, Man o’ War 
Bay. Several deputations waited on His Excellency 
to inform him as to the needs of the Island, including 
the question of the water supply in the Leeward dis­
tricts. It was also suggested that if the Royal Mail 
Co. were to terminate their contract in view of the 
prospect of calls from ocean steamers, the local 
Government should buy R.M.S. Belize outright rather 
than a possible “white elephant” elsewhere.

Trinidad : Victoria Institute to be Rebuilt.

It is good news to learn that the Board of Manage­
ment of the Royal Victoria Institute have decided to 
commence rebuilding that valuable institution. The 
present attitude of the Government, says the Trinidad 
Guardian, is that there can be no contribution this 
year, but it is more than likely that a grant-in-aid will 
be included in the estimates for 1923. At present the 
Board have in hand a sum of £4,000, which-was re­
ceived as insurance money, for starting operations.

Rev. J. H. PoOle, writing on May 30 th, states that 
on the 2nd of that month Mr. George MacKay, the 
newly appointed Director of Education, presided for 
the first time over the Board of Education, when he 
was welcomed by Dr. Laurence, one of its senior 
members.—The Governor has notified the Receiver- 
General that he does not intend to draw the “cost of 
living ” bonus to which the members of the Civil Ser­
vice are entitled.—As a result of a Charity Dance 
organised by Mrs. M. A. Rapsey, a contribution of 
£125 was made to the St. Dunstan’s Hostel for Blinded 
Soldiers, and other deserving charities were also 
assisted.—The £200,000 required by the Government 
to meet the cost of the Caroni Reclamation Scheme was 
subscribed in fourteen days, the whole amount having 
been received by May 23rd. The progress of the work 
of reclamation has been excellent, and in the near 
future the Colony will be rid of a. pestilential swamp 
which has been the breeding-ground of mosquitoes and 
a set-back to anti-malarial work in the County of St. 
George. The scheme w'hen completed will render a 
large area within easy reach of the town available for 
cultivation.—On the night of May 20th a serious fire 
broke out in Frederick Street, when the business pre­
mises of Messrs. Murphey Mose & Co. were completely 
gutted. The fine work of the Fire Brigade prevented 
the fire from spreading, but the neighbouring stores 
have suffered considerable damage from water.

The work on the Government docks recommended 
by Mr. S. F. Staples, at the end of last year, is almost 
completed, and it is expected that by the end of the 
current year it will be possible to use the dock at its 
full capacity. As the result of the report of a Committee 
of the Legislative Council, the Dock Administration 
has now been merged into the Public Works Depart­
ment under the immediate supervision of the Director 
of that department.
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THE KIRTHDAY HONOURS.
The Honours List published on the King’s birth­

day (June 3rd) contained several names well known 
in the West Indies, the following, to whom the 
congratulations of the Circular are due, being 
among those decorated :—

Privy Councillor.—Leopold Charles Maurice
Stennett Amery, M.P. ,

The Rt. Hon. Leopold Amety was Parliamentary 
Under-Secreitary of State for the Colonies from 1919 
to 1921, and represented the Colonial Office at the 
Ottawa negotiations for the trade agreement between 
Canada and the West Indies in the summer of 1920. 
In addition to being Parliamentary and Financial 
Secretary to the Admitalty, Lieut.-Colonel Amery is 
Chairman of the Oversea Settlement Committee.

C.M.G.—Carl de Verteuil, Esq., lately a member of 
the Legislative Council of Trinidad and Tobago. This 
award, as announced in the last issue of the Circular, 
is in recognition of Mr. de Verteuil’s great services to 
agriculture.

Knight Bachelor.—Charles Pitcher Clarke, Esq., 
K.C., Attorney-General of Barbados.

I.S.O.—Wallace Haynes Cook, Esq., Secretary of the 
Poor Law Commissioners of British Guiana.

Thomas Fisher, Esq., Chief Keeper of Prisons, the 
Leeward Islands.

COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.
The following appointment and promotions af- 

fecting^ the West Indian Civil Service have recently 
been made by the Secretary of State for the Colo­
nies :—

Lieut. W. V. Beaumont, M.C., Sub-Inspector of 
Police, Jamaica.

Mr. G. P. Lewis (Postmaster-General, Trinidad), 
Senior Surveyor, Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
Nigeria.

Mr. Lewis, who served as Assistant Postmaster- 
General of Northern Nigeria in 1910, and of the East 
African Protectorate in 1918, was transferred to Trini­
dad last year, in succession to Mr. A. E. C. Ross.

Mr. G. E. Bodkin (Assistant Director of Science 
and Agriculture, British Guiana), Entomologist, 
Department of Agriculture, Palestine.

Mr. Bodkin, who recently joined The West India 
Committee, is a graduate of Jesus College, Cambridge. 
He received his appointment in British Guiana ' in 
1911, and is the author of numerous papers dealing 
with original investigations into the life history of 
insects in that Colony. An article from his pen ap­
peared in a recent number of the Circular.

BIRTH.
The charge for the announcement of Births, Marriages 

and Deaths is 3/6 for three Unes and 1/- for each additional 
hue. Cheques, postal orders, etc., should be made payable 
/ ) The West Indu Committee Circular, and crossed 
“ Colonial Bank.”

Frere—On June Sth, at the Kent Nursing Home 
Tunlbridge Wells, to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Frere, of Roydon 
Hall, Diss, Norfolk, the gift of a son.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The West 
India Committee who have not vet paid their sub­
scription for the current year are requested to do so 
at once.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

The House of Commons reassembled after the 
Whitsuntide recess on the 12th June.

The Preferential Duties.
Sir Robert Horne supplied to Major Barnes on the 

12th June the following particulars of the amount of 
duty in ¿’s collected in 1921-2 at the full and preferen­
tial rates respectively in respect of certain commodi­
ties : —

Articles.

Cocoa ...
Coffee ...
Spirits ...
Sugar ... ............
Molasses
Glucose
Saccharin
Sugar composite articles

At full At preferential Total.
rate of duty, rate of duty.

526,000 1,339,000 1,865,000
... 359,000
... 5,100,000 
... 25,175,000 
... 681,000 
... 757,000

1,000 
... 1.337,000

238,000 
6,441,000 
7,870,000

56,000 
1,000

69,000

597,000 
11,541,000 
33,045,000

737,000
758,000 

1,000 
1,406,000

Rum Consumption.
Sir Robert Horne informed Mr. Lindsay on the 12th 

June that the approximate quantities of certain im­
ported spirits retained for home consumption in the 
financial year ended the 31st March, 1922, were :—

Proof 
Gallons.

Brandy ... ... ... 795,713
Rum ... ... ... 1,803,161
Geneva ... ... 96,868

SOME COMPANY NOTES '

Napanima Oilfields of Trinidad.

The directors of the Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad have 
entered into a provisional agreement with the Whitehall 
Petroleum Corporation, Ltd. (who are associated with 
Messrs. S. Pearson & Son, Ltd.), whereby a new company 
will be formed in England or Trinidad, with a nominal 
capital of £450,000, which will take over the Trinidad 
properties (16,000 acres) as from April 1st last, 200,000 of 
it« shares being allotted as fully-paid to the Naparima 
Company as purchase consideration, and 50,000 shares being 
subscribed for ai par by the Whitehall Corporation (who 
will thus obtain the control of the new company), to proride 
working capital. If the corporation subscribes for a further 
50,000 shares, it will be entitled to receive 100,000 fully- 
paid shares of the new company as commission. It will 
also have the option (until March 31st, 1926) of subscribing 
for an additional 50,000 shares in the new company at par, 
and a further option of buying at par from the Naparima 
Company 50,000 of the 200,000 fully-paid shares to be 
allotted as the purchase consideration. When the scheme, 
which has been approved by shareholders controlling 
approximately 125,000 shares, is carried out, the Naparima 
Company will become a holding company.

Trinidad Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.

Presiding at the adjourned ordinary general meeting of 
this company on May 29th, Dr. Enrique Prada referred to 
the proposed amalgamation with the British Guiana Mutual 
Insurance Co., the advantages of which would be the 
obviation of the latter company’s competition in Trinidad, 
the abolition of the requirement of a premium note, and 
the greatly increased capital at their back in the case of 
necessity. The proposal was carried unanimously. On the 
motion of Sir Henry Alcazar, a 6 per cent, cash dividend 
was sanctioned for the past year.
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WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Home arrivals 
Avonmouth, June 11
Miss M. B. H.

Alexander 
Miss E. K. S. Bartrum 
Miss V. S. Bellingham 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Burrows 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Caspersz 
Miss E. Checkley 
Comdr. C. Dickson,

R.N.
Mrs. England & family 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Finlay 
Mrs. L. Frith 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Gosling 

& family
Mr. & Mrs. E. Gosling 

& family
Rev. & Mrs. M. Groves 
Lt.-Col. K. D.

Hutchison 
Mrs. C. Hutten Vach

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.
from Bermuda, 
th :—
Lt.-Col. D. O. and

Mrs. Hyde 
Capt. & Mrs. A.

Iremonger & family 
Mrs. A. James 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B.

Kennish 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W.

Lambert 
Mrs. M. Lindsay 
Maj.-Gen. J. C . & 

Mrs. MacDougall
Mrs. B. Martin
Miss M. A. McLeod 
Mr. E. J. Murrell 
Mr. & Miss H. Onions 
Mrs. K. C. Pulleyne 
Miss M. G. Rainsford 
Mrs. L. Reay 
Miss M. R. Russell

in s.s. Coronado,

Miss S. E. Seon
Mrs. & the Misses

Sinclair
Mrs. W. M. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. E. W.

Taunton
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Thoma 
Mr. & Mrs T. D.

Trimingham
The Misses

Trimingham( 2)
Mrs. M. Tucker
Mrs. Walsh
General Sir James

Willcocks, G.C.B.
G.C.M.G.

Lady Willcocks 
Mr. & Mrs. E.

Wilkinson
Mrs. & Mrs. H. B.

Wittridge

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.e. Changuinola. 
June 14th :—
Mr. W. J. Branday 
Mr. J. H. Crowther 
Mr. E. Jaderholm

Mr. E. Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F.

Mr. W. J. Pocock
Mr. J. F. Powell

Phillpotts Miss Ê. W. M. Smithard

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Patuca, Avonmouth, 
June 17th.
Miss G. M. Brown 
Mr. J. W. Butcher 
Miss W. Butler 
Mr. H. D. Cowan 
Mrs. H. D. Doran 
Mrs. A. W. Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Johnstone 
Mrs. Keeling
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kermack

Mr. O. Lambert 
Mr. L. Liebes 
Mr. E. V. Lockett 
Miss A. M. Lockett 
Mr. E. P. Oddy 
Mr. J. E. Powell 
Mr. C. R. Relph 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Roberts 
Mr. E. Roos 
Miss A. Savage

Miss G. W. Seibert 
Mr. R. P. Simmonds 
Mi. W. Simms 
Misses C. & M. Simms 
Master Jesson 
Mr. E. M. Tibbett 
Baroness M. Von

Maltzahn 
Miss J. M. Walker 
Mr. R. S. Wetherall

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Sailings to West Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Oranje Nassau, 

June 10th :—
Mr. H. W. Barnes 
Mr. F. W. Gösswein 
Captain J. A. Hodges

Home arrivals 
Plymouth, June 7th 
Mrs. E. Alexander 
Mr. J. R. Anderson 
Mr. C. E. Bailey 
Mrs. & Miss Bagot 
Mr. C. Boxill 
Miss D. G. Carew 
Mr. W. C. Chapman 
Mr. N. Chapman 
Mr. C. W. H. Collier 
Mr. & Mrs. C. B.

Collier 
Mr. C. F. Condell 
Mrs. Corstorphine 
Mr. H. N. C. Edwards 
Mr. R. Evans 
Mr. W. F. Farrar

Dr. R. Madgwick
Mr. W. Moore
Mr. J. H. C. C. Thorne

Tom West Indies,

Mr. F. C. Gooding 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Harrison and family 
Mr. M. C. Hohenkerk 
Mr. H. Hunn 
Miss B. Lamy 
Mrs. H. Littlepage 
Mrs. E. Lyon and fam. 
Mr. E. Marques 
Mr. H. McGill 
Mr. & Mrs. McLeod 
Mr. J. McNiven 
Mrs. M. A. Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. D.

Paterson and family

Mr. A. J. Vokes
Mr. E. M. Walcott

in s.s. Venezuela,

Mrs. & the Misses
Pereira

Miss Richardson
Mr. & Miss Sanderson
Mr. & Mrs. G. E. Sealy 
Mrs. I. Seon
Mrs. E. Slack and fam.
Mr. & Mrs. A. H. H.

Smith
Mrs. E. Stollmeyer
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. T. S.

Thyne and family
Mr. P. C. Vincent 
Mr. R. J. Williams 
Miss E. Williams

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.
Hon. J. P. Auld 
Mrs. S. Archer 
Mrs. A. Bagot 
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey 
Major E- F. Becher 
Hon. A. G. Bell, C.M.G. 
Mr. B. Bonyun 
Capt. W. Bowring, M.B.E. 
Mr. A. E. Bratt 
Mr. A. J. Brooks 
Mr. G. G. Brown 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. R. Bryson 
Major The Hon. J. A. Burdon,

C.M.G.
Miss E. Burton
Mr. J. W. Cathcart
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Cöllens, V.D. 
His Honour C. F. Condell 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, B A.. M.B. 
His Hon. P. C. Cork, C.M.G. 
Mr. H. S. Cox 
Mr. R. P. Daggett 
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas 
Hon. H. de Minville 
Mr. F. J. Evans 
Mr. T. P. Evelyn 
Hon- H. Ferguson 
Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc., 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Mr. E. P. Gladwin 
Mr. J. Gonsalves 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Mr. P. Lechmere Guppy 
Mr. A. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. H. Hamel-Sm ith 
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn 
Mr. V. Hanschell 
Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G. 
Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L. Humphrys

Capt. Thomas H. Irving
His Hon. Mr.Justice E. C. Jackman 
Mr. E. B. Jarvis. C.M.G.
Mr. Frank H. Johnson
Mr. J. F. L- Lamport
Mr. L, J. Lee
Mr. K. S. Longley
Mr- A. M. Low 
Mr. L. Lywood 
Mr. John Macdonald 
Mr. William Mackay 
Hon. Harcourt Malcolm. O.B.E-.

K-C.
Mr. D. Luckie Matthew
M'. G. C. May
Mr. Hugh McLelland
Mr- R. Nicol
H. E. Lt.-Col. Sir Charles O’Brien, 

K. C.M.G.
Mr. T. W. O'Neal 
Mr. V. A. Pires 
Hon. J. Stanley Rae 
Lieut. W. M. Richards 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. D. Hope Ross 
Mr. L. A. Ryan 
Mr. W. Sanderson 
Mr. Ivan J. Scott 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L- R. Sharples 
Hon. A. P. Sherlock 
Mr. W, M. B. Shields 
Lieut. C. S. B. Swinley. R.N. 
Rev. W. R. Symons.
Dr. H. A. Tempany 
Mr. A. C. Thomas 
Mr. L- A. Torrance 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. Hugh F. Wildy 
Mr. F. Williams 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood
Mr. H. Graham Yearwood

Mr. John M. Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.
Mr. A. M Reid, South Cerney, Cirencester, Glos.
Mr. H. Blin Stoyle, Creditou, Devon.

Div.
4 %

3à %
4 %
3 %
4 % 

3à %
3 %

il
8 %

8 %

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ...
3s % ,, ,, 1925-42 ...
4 % ., 1935 ...
3 % 1923-45 ...
4 % .. ,, 1917-42 ...
4 % 1934 ...
3$ % .. .. 1919-49 ...
3 % 1922-44 ...
4 % , 1919-44 ...
4 % 1917-42 ...
3 % ,, 1922-44 ...

The Colonial Bank

Sailings to 
June 16th :— 
Mr. Andrade 
Mrs. Austin 
Hon. A. G. & Mrs. Bell 
Mr. T. W. Clarke 
Mrs. E. Coleman 
Mr. Davies 
Miss Douglas 
Rev. & Mrs. E. H. Duke 
Mis. Godden

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
West Indies, from London, in s.s. Ingoma,

Mr. Hutchinson
Miss Hutchinson
Dr. Kelly
Mrs. King& child
Mrs. Matthey
Rev. & Mrs. McLean
Miss M. G. Miles
Miss Nanton
Mr. & Mrs. Peyton

Miss A. Phillips 
Mrs. Plummer 
Mr. Treves Skinner 
Mr. A. Smith 
The Misses Smith (2) 
Mr. H. Thorne 
Miss C. Wilkes 
Miss F. Williams 
Mrs.Whyharn

6
6
7

10 %

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref.
St. Madeleine Sugar.....................................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ...
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/- ..........................
Trinidad Central Oilfields..............  ..............
Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd.. 10/- .............
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., (£1)..........................
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.
General Petroleum of Trinidad..........................
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad..............

5%

Direct West India Cable Co- .....................................
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary ...
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-. 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., ,, 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd., 5% Debentures --

Latest 
prices.
84-86
73-75 
87-89xd.
62-64
79-81
99-92
79-81
67-69
78-80
83-85 2
68-70xd

6-6è

86-91

103-108
1/- 
4/3 

41/ioà 
l/2¿

45'6

23/14
11/7è

6/3

i-i
li-lt 
H-it

77-82

STEAMER
To 

Trinidad 
Jamaica 
West Indies 
Ja’ca & B’mas 
Ja’ca & B’mas 
B’dos & T’dad 
B’dos & T’dad 
Jamaica

From
... Plymouth
... Avonmouth
... Glasgow

... London

... Dover

... Liverpool

... Avonmouth

SAILINGS.
Packet Sailing

... La Navarre ... June 26

... Patuca ... „ 27

... Comedian ... ,, 28
... Nubian ... „ 28
... Conway ... „ 30
... Venezuela ... July 1
... Antillian ... „ 1
• • Catnito ... „ 3

(Continued from preceding columnf
To From

B’mas, J’aca &
B. H’das ... Montreal 

West Indies ... New York 
G’ada, T’dad &

Demerara ... New York 
West Indies ... Halifax

Packet Sailing

... Canadian Forester July 12

... Guiana ... „ 14

... Mar aval ... „ 18
... Caraquet ... „ 21
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Cariò. London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3. 
June. 20th, 1922.

BANK RATE. Reduced to 3^ per cent, as from June 
15th, after having remained at 4 per cent, from April 13th.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.
June 6th June 20th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 5 18 8
.. France 1 19 0 2 0 11
.. Belgium 2 2 4 2 2 9
., Italy ... 3 8 5 3 12 5

The intrinsic value of the

June 6th June 20th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.

In Spain ... 12 6 12 6
,, Germany 63 1 7 70 1 7
.. Austria 2306 0 0 2810 0 0
., Holland 19 0 19 0

gold sovereign is £1 2s.
SUGAR. The day after the date of last Summary the 

spot quotation for duty-paid Cubans in the New York 
market rose from 4.45c. to 4.61c. A relapse to 4.48c. sub­
sequently occurred, but a quick recovery took place to 4.61c., 
and yesterday’s quotation was at this figure, equivalent to 
3.00c. c.i.f., or about 2.83c. f.o.b.

The futures market quotations were: July, 2.91c.; 
September, 3.13c.; December, 3.23c.

The home market responded to the New York conditions 
and prices all round are higher. Yesterday’s quotations 
were: London Granulated, 49/9; American Granulated, 
spot, 48/6; West India Crystallised, 41/6 to 44/6; Yellow 
Crystals, 44/3; White Mauritius, 46/6 to 47/- spot. 96 deg. 
centrifugals are quoted at 15/6 c.i.f., with Preferentials at 
18/9.

Terminal market values yesterday were: 96 deg., July, 
21^1* September’ 15/-' White, July, 21/9; September’

The quantity of sugar imported during May was 226,062 
tons, bringing the total for the five months to 830,879 tons. 
The amount which entered under the head of “ refined ” for 
the month was 62,543 tons, bringing the total for the five 
months to 197,121 tons. The month’s “ unrefined ” imports 
were 163,519 tons, these for the five months thus being 
633,758 tons. For the month, Europe only supplied 2,540 
tons, but the United States sent in 45,646 tons. These 
amounts bring the totals for the five months to 38,232 tons 
and 130,284 tons respectively. In the unrefined category 
Cuba contributed 277,498 tons for the month, over half o*f 
the total imports for the five months, which were 427,155 
tons; 1,571 tons came from Mauritius for the month, and 
8,123 tons from the British West Indies, bringing the totals 
for the five months from these two sources to 64,442 tons 
and 44,091 tons respectively.

The amount of sugar liberated for consumption was 191,450 
tons, as against 80,471 tons in April, mainly due to the 
replenishing of stocks after the Budget. This brings the 
total consumption for the five months to 612,785 tons. Of 
the month’s consumption 101,914 tons came from the refiners. 
Elie consumption for January-May last year was 537,145 tons.

The stocks on hand on May 31st amounted to 335,150 tons 
as against 314,250 tons on A^ril 30th. The stock of imported 
rehned was 38,250 tons and of home refined 49,800 tons, both 
slightly less than for the previous month.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on June 10th 
were:—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
22215
16,375
10,535

1921. 1920.
21,576 29,490 Tons
18,126 17,130 „
11,854 20,496 „

RUM remains neglected.
• ImpOrtf *7 ?he “onth were 396,234 proof gallons, bring­
ing the total for the five months to 1,158,961 gallons, con­
siderably less than the 2,905,592 gallons import of Januarv- 
Ma,y last year. The consumption was 204,989 proof gallons 
and the consumption for the five months 648,517 gallons as 
against 892,448 gallons for the corresponding period of last

year. Exports were 50,637 gallons for the month, as against 
47,125 gallons in April. The stocks on hand on May 31st 
were 11,283,000 proof gallons, as against 11,413,000 gallons 
on April 30th.

The stocks in London on June 10th were : —

Jamaica ... 
Demerara
Total of all kinds
CACAO is very

1922 1921
12,143 11,181
19,624 16,730
40,798 37,913

iet. Fine Trinidad

1920
8,343 Puns.

12,878 „
31,069 „

is quoted at 75/-
spot, with only small sales reported; forward, Plantation 
58/- c. & f.; there are sellers of fine Grenada at 59/- to 
60/-. Export is dull.

The imports for the month were 130,553 cwts., of which
18,985 cwts. came from the British West Indies, bringing the 
five months’ total from the latter source to 49,443 cwts. The 
amount liberated for consumption was 80,958 cwts., as 
against 60,833 cwts. for April last, and the five months’ con­
sumption of the present year has been 416,462 cwts., as 
against 721,501 cwts. for the corresponding period of last 
year. The exports were 21,627 cwts. for the month, as 
against 40,924 cwts. in April and 88,336 cwts. in March. The 
stocks on hand on May 31st were 797,000 cwts., as against 
772,000 cwts. on April 30th.

The stocks in London on June 10th were : —

Trinidad...............
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds

1922. 1921.
5,883 23,163

12,351 29,626
116,881 193,393

1920.
37,833 Bags.
24.484 „

214,752 „
ARROWROOT is 

facturing, 34d. to 4d. ;
unchanged. Common to good man><- 
good to fine grocery, 4^d. to 6|d.

BALATA. West Indian sheet is steady, but slow of sale. 
Spot value, 3/- per lb.

BAY OIL is in plentiful supply, but neglected. The last 
nominal quotation was 9/- to 12/-, according to test.

COFFEE. There is only a very slow demand, and in 
order to effect sales, lower prices have had to be taken. The 
home trade demand has fallen off, and export business is 
still negligible. No Jamaica remains in first hands.

COPRA is steady with buyers of West Indian f.m.s. at 
£25 10s. c.i.f. Rotterdam.

COTTON generally has been in fair demand at advancing 
rates. M est Indian Sea Island is generally neglected with 
prices unchanged at: medium 23d., fine*30d., and extra 
fine 38d.

HONEY. There is very little enquiry for Jamaica. Good 
to fine pale is worth 50/- to 60/-, but common qualities are 
neglected.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. In Handpressed there 
have been small sales at 10/- per lb., with a lower tendency. 
Ihere are sellers of Distilled at 2/- to 2/l| per lb., according 
to quantity. Lime Juice. Raw is dearer. The bulk of 
the old stock has moved off at from I - to 2/3 per gallon 
A small arrival of fair cloudy to good Jamaica and Grenada 
has sold at 4/- per gallon. A fair business in Concentrated 
has again resulted at £18.

LOGWOOD is quiet with no business doing The 
nominal quotation of £8 10s. per ton is unchanged.

ORANGE OIL. There are sellers of Sweet at 10/6. 
1 here is no enquiry for Bitter.

RUBBER. During the past week the market has been 
hrmer. Crepe and sheet are quoted at 7|d. spot.
9i?P,^ES‘ S?°ASaleS °f Pi™e"to have been made at 
¿8d. For arrival there are sellers at 19/6 c.i.f. The market 
tor Jamaica Ginger is quiet, with prices unchanged. The 
demand is checked by the high level of values.
r TR,N,DAD O,L. Production for March: Trinidad 
Leaseholds Ltd., 9,550* tons; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. 
Ltd., 1,600* tons; United British Oilfields of Trinidad 4 108 
tons’ *Output restricted.
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The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone:
Central 6642.

Telegrams :
Carib, London.

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

July 4th, 1922.

INCOME TAX LEGISLATION.

FIRMS and individuals domiciled in the United 
Kingdom and doing business in the British 
West Indies will no doubt learn with much 

satisfaction that The West India Committee have 
been informed by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that a Model Income Tax Ordinance is 
being prepared by the Inter-departmental Income 
Tax Committee for consideration in the West Indies. 
It is anticipated that the various West Indian colo­
nies which have adopted the system of income taxa­
tion will be requested to bring their Income Tax 
Legislation into conformity with the provisions of 
this model ordinance. Inasmuch as the Inter­
departmental Committee (which, it may be recalled, 
was set up at the urgent request of The West India 
Committee) includes among its members three re­
presentatives of the Board of Inland Revenue, each 
of them an expert in income tax matters, it is 
reasonable to suppose that the model ordinance, 
when adopted, will have the result of obviating all 
possibility of double payment of income tax in the 
United Kingdom and the colonies concerned, and 
also many of the annoyances to which taxpayers 
have been subjected through hastily drafted and 
ill-considered income tax legislation. It will also 
mark a distinct step forward in the direction of 
securing that uniformity in all matters concerning 
the West Indies which we have so constantly advo­
cated. It would obviously be too much to expect 
the West Indian colonies to adopt a uniform scale 
of taxation where such divergencies exist in local 
conditions and requirements, but as we have so 

frequently pointed out, nothing should be allowed 
to stand in the way of uniformity in income tax 
regulations, and it is gratifying to know that in 
consequence of the action of The West India Com­
mittee this is at last within sight. Meanwhile, 
pending the adoption of the model Ordinance, an 
endeavour is to be made by means of amending 
ordinances to adjust some of the more conspicuous 
anomalies which still characterise the legislation on 
this subject now in force.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

IT is now practically certain that the West Indian 
Agricultural College will be opened on October 
1st next, the necessary alterations and arrange­

ments for the equipment of the temporary buildings 
at St. Augustine, Trinidad, being now well advanced. 
Following a preliminary announcement which has 
been circulated in order to convey to the Public 
some idea of the objects of the College, a prospec­
tus giving particulars of the provisional syllabus 
for the year’s course of studies will shortly be avail­
able. Already the College is receiving attention 
from those interested in other tropical colonies, a 
contemporary, West Africa, for example, in its issue 
of July 1st devoting a leading article to it, in which 
the suggestion is made that the National Congress 
should initiate joint general action to endow 
scholarships at the College for the training of West 
African youths in scientific agriculture to serve as 
teachers in a similar college in West Africa. The 
Times, which gave its blessing to the College im­
mediately after the inaugural meeting at the 
Colonial Office, is again helpful, publishing in its 
issue of July 4th a further leading article, in which, 
after expressing satisfaction that Sir Arthur 
Shipley should be now restored to economic 
zoology from his arduous and successful tenure of 
the Vice-Chancellorship of Cambridge, and eulo­
gising the work of the Imperial Bureau of Entom­
ology, refers to the CoEege as a very practical appli­
cation of science to the needs of Empire. Con­
tinuing, The Times says : “ A College for the study 
of Tropical Agriculture is to open its first session 
ar St. Augustine, Trinidad, this autumn. Last 
year we were able to welcome the constitution of 
a governing body to carry out the details of the 
scheme. Sir Arthur Shipley, chairman of the 
governors, and his distinguished colleagues, have 
selected a competent staff and devised practical 
courses extending over three years for a diploma, 
and shorter periods for training in special subjects 
or for post-graduate research. The island of 
Trinidad has provided the site and a handsome 
grant towards the erection of the buildings, 
which are now complete. Private persons 
and commercial companies interested in tropical
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pioduce have made benefactions, and other West 
Indian islands are to contribute towards mainten­
ance. But the benefits of the College in Trinidad 
will radiate far beyond the Antilles. The condi­
tions of soil and climate which favour the luxuriant 
growth of tropical fruits, vegetable oils, rubber, 
and woods also favour the growth of animal and 
vegetable pests. Insects and moulds which no 
more than maintained existence in the jungle pro­
liferate under the conditions of cultivation. Much 
can be done towards identifying and studying these 
in the museums and laboratories at home, and 
something also towards the devising of treatment. 
But the detection of the early stages, discrimina­
tion between methods of treatment, and deter­
mination of the most suitable times and modes of 
applying these can be adequately pursued only in 
the field. The work of the professors of en­
tomology and of mycology will be eagerly watched 
in many parts of the Empire, and the men they 
train will have no difficulty in finding useful spheres 
when the demands of the West Indian islands have 
been satisfied.” We are proud to feel that in this 
matter of the teaching of tropical agriculture the 
British West Indies should be a pioneer.

THE FLY PERIL.

THE season is rapidly approaching when that 
most filthy and dangerous pest, the common 
House-Fly, emerges from its winter retreat 

and begins its fell work of infecting our food and 
milk with the germs of typhoid, dysentery, and 
other diseases. In the West Indies the question, 
“Where do flies go in the winter-time ?” does not 
arise. In the Golden Islands of the West these pests 
are always present, and it surprises visitors to those 
colonies to notice how little attention is paid to it. 
A more or less active campaign is carried on against 
the mosquito; but in many parts comparatively 
little attention is paid to the house-fly—perhaps 
because its onslaughts are more indirect than those 
of its winged fellow, directed as they are against 
food rather than against the person. Consequently 
flies abound in the West Indies, and epidemics of 
typhoid fever and dysentery follow with sad regu­
larity in their train. In pursuit, therefore, of our 
policy in endeavouring to awaken public opinion 
to the grave danger of such insect pests, we now 
present to our readers an article dealing with the 
life history of the house-fly, and giving some des­
cription of its abominable habits and the dangers 
to human life resulting therefrom. The writer is 
Sir Arthur Shipley, Master of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, the eminent entomologist, who now 
also fills the position of Chairman of the Governing 
Body of the West Indian Agricultural College, and 
is recognised as one of the most eminent scientists 
of the day. We hope that this article, which was 
originally written for the enlightenment of our 
sailors and soldiers during the war, will be read 
very widely throughout the West Indies, and that 
the lessons which it teaches will be taken to heart. 
Visitors to the Natural History Museum at South 
Kensington will find there a remarkably interesting 
and instructive exhibit consisting of greatly en­
larged models of the eggs and larvse of the house­

fly, and of that odious pest the musca domestica 
itself, tracing their career from the dung-heap to 
the milk-jug. We have always felt that reproduc­
tions of this striking exhibit, and of similar ones 
dealing*with the life history of the culex, anopheles, 
and stegomyia mosquitoes alongside it, should be 
placed on public exhibition in every British West 
Indian colony, and we hope that the day may come 
when some generous benefactor may provide the 
necessary funds for carrying out this laudable 
object. Meanwhile, we commend to the attention 
of our readers Sir Arthur Shipley’s most enter­
taining article, which we are now permitted to re­
produce by the kind permission of the author and 
of Mr. John Murray, his publisher. It is written 
in popular phraseology, and will, we hope, prove of 
some assistance to the earnest band of workers in 
the Colonial medical services in their most praise­
worthy efforts to educate the communities under 
their charge regarding the perils of ignoring the 
house-fly and kindred pests.

MORE THAN A MAP."

Such is the description generally given to The 
West India Committee’s new Map of the West 
Indies. This new publication is, indeed, actually 
more than a map, since it provides a fund of in­
formation regarding the West Indian colonies— 
steamer routes (with distances in nautical miles), 
submarine cables, wireless telegraph stations, and 
coaling and oil fuel stations all being clearly indi­
cated upon it.

The map should find a place in the offices of every 
firm doing business with the West Indies, and in 
every office, chamber of commerce, club, hotel, and 
school in those colonies. In this connection, the 
Canadian Gazette of June 22nd says : “ Mr. Wood 
laid stress on educating the West Indians about 
the history and traditions of their own Colonies, 
and this map strikes us as being just the kind 
needed for West Indian schools, and it might with 
advantage be considered by education authorities 
of the Colonies.”

Readers of the Circular can help towards secur­
ing wide publicity for this map, which should assist 
materially in bringing the British West Indies, 
British Guiana, and British Honduras into the 
public eve by asking those responsible for the 
management of such institutions as those men­
tioned above to secure copies of the map and to 
display them on their walls.

The size, of the map, which is handsomely 
coloured, is 48 by 37 inches, and the scale is 
1 : 3,500,000, or 55 miles to the inch. The map 
extends from Tampa, Florida, in the north, to the 
extreme southern boundary of British Guiana in 
the south, and east to west from Paramaribo to 
Guatemala.

The price of the map is :—
Sheet ... 7/6 . Post free I Y:K* 8/6
u . , , _ , _ , t Abroad 9/6
Mounted and folded 15 . Post free 15 6
Mounted on rollers 12'6 Carriage free U.K.* 14.

* Abroad according to destination.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

(i Macaque conne ki boi a monter.” 
* * *

The United Fruit Company’s output of sugar in 
Cuba last year was 157,153 tons.

* * *
The Nauru Island phosphate mining is progress­

ing rapidly. Last year, the first full year of work­
ing, the exports amounted to 394,000 tons.

* * #
Wireless messages for Inagua, Bahamas, are 

now accepted in the United Kingdom for despatch 
via Anglo through Baracoa, Cuba, at 2/5 per word.

* * *
“ Come-to-help-we ” is the name given in 

Jamaica to a St. Vincent yam, because it grows on 
poor soil better than its standard fellows, such as 
the Afou, White, Negro, and Lucea yams.

* * *
In the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1922, 

391,292,960 gallons of crude petroleum for refining 
purposes were imported into Canada, as against 
311,719,057 gallons for the fiscal year 1921.

* * *
Sir John Harrison has been requested by the 

Secretary of State to represent British Guiana at 
the forthcoming International Geological Confer­
ence to be held at Brussels from August 10th to 
August 19th.

* * *
Mr. Thomas Greenwood, a member of the 

Executive of The W’est India Committee, has joined 
the firm of Gane, Jackson, Jefferys & Freeman, 
Chartered Accountants, with which his grandfather 
and father were associated about 50 years ago.

* * *
Out of twenty-two sugar corporations in Hawaii 

in 1921, three paid no dividend, five from 2 per 
cent, to 3| per cent., nine from 6 per cent, to 
10| per cent., four from 12 per cent, to 18 per 
cent., and one 60 per cent.

* * *
Lady Northcote and Dame Sarah Swift, 

G.B.E., have been appointed by the Council of 
the British Red Cross Society to represent that 
association on the committee of the West India 
Health and Welfare Society.

Major H. Hesketh Prichard, D.S.O., M.C., 
explorer, big game hunter, cricketer, and novelist, 
who died on June 14th, was the author of 66 Where . 
Black rules White : a Journey across and about 
Haiti,” which was published in 1900.

# * *
It is not generally realised that although the 

Louisiana sugar estates have to maintain a com­
plete series of “ dams ” to prevent flooding by the 
waters of the Mississippi, they drain into the 
swamps inland, which are at a lower level.

* * *
The value of the imports of agricultural 

machinery into Australia in 1920-21 was £912,148, 
as against £429,961 in the previous year. Canada
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supplied such machinery to the value of £425,435, 
the United States to that of -£379,709, and the 
United Kingdom to the value of £107,004.

* * *
The Hon. A. G. Bell, Director of Public Works 

in Trinidad and Tobago, returned to Port of Spain 
in the s.«s. Ingoma on June 16th, and Lieut.-Col. T. 
R. St. Johnston, Colonial Secretary of the Leeward 
Islands, left for Antigua in the s.s. Venezuela on 
July 1st.

* * #
Amongst members of The West India Committee 

who have recently taken up Life Membership are : 
Lieut.-Colonel A. C. Macdonald, D.S.O., M.I.C.E. ; 
Mr. Thomas E. Ward, Mr. Otto Oppenheimer, Mr. 
J F. Gore, Mr. D. Grafton Simpson, and Major 
Claud Low, D.S.O., T.D. The total number of 
Life Members is now 117.

* * *
Cuba’s proposed new Customs tariff, which was 

to have come into operation in April last, is still 
(according to H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Havana) 
under discussion. It differs materially from the 
existing tariff, and is far lengthier, comprising no 
fewer than 1,700 items, as compared with 600 in 
the tariff now in force. The Bill proposes to dis­
card ad valorem rates entirely.

* * *
The beet sugar industry of the United States 

began in 1888-89, with a crop of 1,861 tons, reaped 
by two factories. In 1898-99 there were 15 fac­
tories, producing 32,471 tons. By 1908-09 the 
output had increased to 384,010 tons, 63 factories 
being then at work. In 1918-19, 91 factories 
reaped 682,867 tons, and in 1921-22 the same 
number of factories turned out 911,140 tons.

* * *
Mr. R. Bryson has retired from the active 

management of Messrs. Geo. W. Bennett, Bryson 
& Co., Ltd., Antigua, his place being taken by Mr. 
N. Scott Johnston, assisted by Mr. A. K. Petrie- 
May, who joined the firm as a Director in 1920. 
Mr. Bryson intends to settle down near London, 
but hopes to pay periodical visits to his many 
friends in Antigua, where he still has considerable 
interests.

* * *
From the West Indies the seasonal influx of visi­

tors has set in, as will be noted from the growing 
list of visitors from overseas published in last 
Circular. Among recent arrivals in England have 
been Hon. William and Mrs. Morrison, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lionel De Mercado and Mrs. de Lisser from 
Jamaica, Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Alston and Mr. E. A. 
Robinson from Trinidad, and Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
from Barbados.

* * *
During the first five months of 1920, 1921, and 

1922, the quantities of molasses imported and the 
product of home refineries which were delivered 
free of duty for distillery and cattle foods were, 
in cwts. :—

1922 ...
1921 ...
1920 ...

Imported. Made in Bond. Total.
668,417 545,689 1,214,106
670,970 285,527 956,497
269,435 356,211 625,646
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The new Editor, succeeding the iate Mr. John 
Dymond, of our esteemed contemporary, the 
Louisiana Planter, and of its Spanish edition, El 
mondo Azucarero, is Dr. Blouin, wlho is well known 
in association with the Louisiana Sugar Experi­
ment Station, the Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Ex­
periment Station, and the experiment station at 
Tucuman, in Argentina. Dr. Blouin is a 
Louisianian, and a graduate of the Louisiana State 
University.

W *7v

Since 1821 the Seamen’s Hospital Society, an 
institution closely associated with the London 
School of Tropical Medicine, has treated no fewer 
than 1,014,906 cases. During 1921, the society 
lost its chairman. Sir Perceval Nairne, who had 
been associated with it from the days when the 
hospital was in the old Dreadnought, afloat on the 
Thames, but lived to see it with three hospitals, a 
sanatorium, a convalescent home, and a school of 
tropical medicine.

"TV •7V

According to an official German publication, 
which bears a title which we will not tax the powers 
of the compositor to reproduce in this trying 
weather, the potash supply of Germany is sufficient 
for the world’s consumption at its present rate for 
800 to 1,000 years, and that of Alsace for 300 years ; 
while Spain is believed to contain deposits equal to 
those of Alsace. Deposits of unknown extent have 
also been unearthed in Russia, on the southern 
slopes of the Ural mountains.

* * *

The practical application of the science of wire­
less telegraphy is generally supposed to have 
originated with Hertz’s experiments in 1888. It 
was, however. Professor David Hughes who was the 
first to initiate experiments in that direction, trans­
mitting, in 1879, signals through space for a dis­
tance of between three and four hundred yards. 
The results of these experiments were not pub­
lished. Hughes thought that his results were due 
to conduction by the air, not realising that they 
were due to electric waves.

* * *

In 1921 the consumption in Italy of superphos­
phate was 850,000 tons, as against 1,070,000 tons 
in 1913. The local output in 1921 was 501,975 
tons. The consumption of nitrate of soda last 
year was 32,000 tons, against a pre-war average 
of 55,000 tons, and of sulphate of ammonia 20,000 
tons, as against 35,000 tons in 1913. Half of the 
sulphate of ammonia was produced locally. Of 
the other nitrogenous fertilisers, ammonia nitrate 
and~ cyanamide, the consumption in 1921 was 
12,500 tons and 24,000 tons respectively.

J?iN Alcindor> District Medical Officer for 
the Paddington Division and President of the 
African Progress Union, who. it will be recalled 
was last autumn awarded a Certificate of Honour 
by the Joint Committees of the British Red Cross 
Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
has now to be congratulated upon receiving from 
the former Society their war medal for home service 

—a distinction which is not given for less than two 
years’ war service. Dr. Alcindor’s birthplace was 
in Trinidad, where he was educated at St. Mary’s 
College.

* * *
The magnificent C.P.R. liner Empress of Britain 

will again be seen in West Indian waters next 
winter. Her first cruise will start from New York 
on January 20th, and will cover 6,000 miles, with 
Havana, Port Antonio, Kingston, Colon (Panama), 
La Guayra (Venezuela), Port of Spain and La Brea 
(Trinidad), Barbados, Fort de France, and St. 
Pierre, Martinique, San Juan, and Nassau as the 
ports of call. The second cruise will start from 
New York on February 20th, and stops will be 
made at Havana, Port Antonio, Kingston, Colon, 
La Guayra, Port of Spain, La Brea Point, Bar­
bados, Fort de France, St. Pierre, San Juan, and 
Bermuda.

* * *
The green banana, as it grows on the tree, is 

constantly engaged—together with its expansive 
leaves—in decomposing carbonic acid extracted 
from the air into starch grains. It is for the 
<f marker ” to say when the banana skin is full 
and the enzymes, which will change the starch 
into sugar, may get to work. Probably 90 per 
cent, of the work of gathering carbonic acid is 
performed by the leaves, so that when the banana 
bunch is separated from the parent stem, the de­
velopment of the fruit is arrested. In the opinion 
of Mr. B. Rogers, of Bristol, who writes on this 
subject in the Banana Budget, the most successful 
results in the treatment of bananas during the 
ripening stage can be achieved by : Darkness, to 
give uniformity of colour; fresh air, to prevent 
skin irritation or outer fermentation; and even 
temperature, to give maximum sugar content or 
flavour.

* * *
When Japan occupied the island of Formosa, 

the Chinese were found growing and manufactur­
ing from 60,000 to 80,000 tons of low-grade sugar. 
The Japanese at once took the matter in hand. In 
all sugar-producing schemes, modem plants of 
machinery were made obligatory, and the use of 
the old cattle mills prohibited. A sugar bureau 
was constituted, the formation of large companies 
encouraged by liberal subsidies or guarantee of 
interest, irrigation projects developed, appliances 
for mechanical tillage imported, and new varieties 
of cane obtained from Hawaii, Java and Australia. 
Formosa now turns out about 300,000 tons of 
sugar, but The Far Eastern Review states that 
practically all the land available for sugar in South 
Formosa has been allotted, and that there only 
remains 10,000 acres on the east coast of the 
island suitable for that purpose.

Squashy Pudding.—Take 1 lb. of young 
squashies. Having boiled them and squeezed 
them dry between two plates, beat them with | lb. 
of fresh butter, J lb. sugar, and 12 eggs (of which 
six of the whites are extracted). Then bake in 
a quick oven.
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GUIANA’S WEDDING GIFT. HOME GROWN BEET SUGAR.

Presentation to Princess Mary.

At Chesterfield House, on June 20th, Mr. Cecil 
Clementi, who was accompanied by Mrs. Clementi, 
presented to Princess Mary the handsome diamond 
bracelet depicted on this page as a wedding gift 
from the people of British Guiana. Mr. Clementi 
subsequently received the following gracious letter 
from Her Royal Highness

Chesterfield House,
2ist June, 1922.

Dear Mr. Clementi,—I wish to express my grateful 
thanks to you and Mrs. Clementi, and through you 
to the Colony of British Guiana, for the most beautiful 
diamond bracelet with which you presented me yester­
day.

I find it difficult to tell you how much I admire 
this splendid gift, or how greatly I value the kind­
ness and good will of which it is the expression. I

By Victor C. Meyer.
The decision of the British Government to grant 

io a concern known as Home-Grown Sugar, 
Limited, protection to the extent of considerably 
more than the value of their product is noteworthy 
m more ways than one; for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in his recent Budget statement, retains 
the Customs duty at its present high figure of 
£25 16s. 8d. per ton, while he repeals the whole 
Excise duty on the same article. The Minister of 
Agriculture had presaged this extreme measure by 
his announcement in the House of Commons that 
fi the Government has decided that, in view of 
the exceptional circumstances of the new industry 
of sugar beet and the condition of unemployment 
in this country, no Excise duty should be charged 
on home-grown sugar,” and in view of the economic 
significance and the imperial importance of such

British Guiana’s Gift to Princess Mary.
Tins magnificent Diamond Bracelet was presented to Princess Mary by Mr. Cecil Clementi, on behalf of the 

People of British Guiana, on June 20th. It consists of seventeen beautifully graded stones, 
equally matched for colour and size and of excellent quality.

have been so deeply touched during these past months 
by the manner in which the people of the British 
Empire all over the world have sent me their good 
wishes and their gaits at this time of my great happi­
ness.

May I ask you again to express to the People of 
British Guiana the very sincere and grateful acknow­
ledgment of their thought for me, which I cannot give 
to them in person.

(Signed) Mary.
The bracelet, which was contained in a royai 

purple leather case, was made entirely of diamonds 
and gold from the interior of British Guiana. Mr. 
H. Thorne, the well-known diamond buyer, who 
represents Messrs. Lewis and Marks, Ltd., Mr. Otto 
Oppenheimer (a Life Member of The West India 
Committee), and other London firms in George­
town, kindly supplied the stones at the local cost 
price, and the necessary cutting and polishing was 
performed at the National Diamond Factory at 
Brighton by disabled soldiers, free of expense to 
the Colony.

a statement, some observations on the general 
situation may not be uninteresting.

The growing and manufacture of beet sugar in 
the United Kingdom is no new project, but not 
one of the ventures has been a success, and the 
more recent attempts at introducing sugar manu­
facture as an indigenous industry have been 
attended with the most abject failure. The sugar 
beet can be grown in our own country, as in most 
other temperate regions, but its practicability as a 
commercial undertaking is quite another matter, 
for experimental results have never been confirmed 
by practical experience.

In 1831, following on the incentive of Napoleon 
I. and the strides made by France in the cultiva­
tion of beet sugar, some young men of Essex, 
members of the Society of Friends, crossed the 
Channel to gain the best information and experience 
in sugar manufacture, and so qualify them to 
establish a home manufacture on like principles. 
They were interested in the movement for the
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abolition of slavery, and actuated by the desire to 
produce an essential article of food by free labour. 
On their return they were accompanied by two 
Frenchmen, trained to the industry, and with their 
assistance proceeded to the erection of a sugar fac­
tory at Ulting, near Maldon. The mill, though 
small, was well equipped for its time, the most 
modern principles in construction and appliances 
being adopted. The roots were drawn, rasped and 
crushed to pulp; the juice expressed, clarified, and 
boiled by steam heat in copper pans—in fact, the 
methods there applied showed little change from 
the practice of to-day.

The new industry assisted, in a small way, the 
employment of the peasantry and benefited agricul­
ture by providing not only a new outlet for the 
product of the soil, but an article of fattening 
qualities for farm stock. The venture excited 
much interest at the time, but the actual results 
did not confirm the experimental tests; many un­
foreseen difficulties were met with, and lack of 
necessary capital hampered the success of the pro­
ject which, after a short life, was abandoned.

About the middle of the century the cultivation 
of the sugar beet was tried in several parts of 
Ireland, and although results promised well, the 
efforts never got beyond the experimental stage. 
The next practical application of indigenous sugar 
manufacture in the United Kingdom was in 1868, 
when James Duncan, of Benmore, a sugar refiner 
who had migrated from Greenock to London, 
Where he successfully conducted refining operations, 
established a beet factory at Lavenham, in 
Suffolk. Duncan, an experienced sugar refiner 
and astute Scotsman, was, perhaps, the best 
qualified of all the prospectors, before or since, to 
introduce, with any measure of success, the home 
manufacture of beet sugar; but, as in the other 
cases, his venture was a failure. Although the 
co-operation of the farmers was hearty and help­
ful, the great cost of working, with a lack of suit­
able labour and farm material, added to other 
disadvantages, caused the abandonment of the 
undertaking as a bad job, after eight years’ 
struggle. The Lavenham factory was satisfied 
with gaining the beet juice, clarifying it, and con-

!t for transP°rt to Duncan’s Clyde 
W harf Refinery for mixing with cane juice before

S?me yeafs oi idJeness, it was re-opened in 
1881 and a considerable sum of money expended 
on it to manufacture beet sugar by a new German 
process, but the few tons produced convinced the 
operators that the attempt was futile, and thev 
wisely gave it up. ’ y

The insidious and uncontested campaign of Con- 
tmental State bounties, for both raw and refined, 

* theJas.t garter of the nineteenth century made 
any effort at home sugar growing quite outof the 
question, as our old-established sugar producing 
Colonies were almost ruined, and our home refinin'^ 
trade well nigh extinguished. But the Brussels 
Sugar Convention, entered into by Mr. Balfour’s 
Government m 1903, introduced a more equable 
Xtld^ C°ndltlOn tO -the SU^ar trade of the 
world, Cane sugar growing, both in our own 

Dependencies and elsewhere, showed marked in­
crease and improvement. But that was no guaran­
tee that home beet growing had any better chance 
of success, more particularly as the succeeding 
Government of Mr. Asquith, with a strange inter­
pretation of the principles of Free Trade, aban­
doned the Convention in 1913.

At that time, however, a beet factory was started 
at Cantley, in Norfolk, in conjunction with a Dutch 
sugar company. It ran for a few years, but even 
with large grants from the Development Fund to 
assist the farmer, and a direct bounty on manu­
facture of 1 /10 per cwt. in the form of exemp­
tion from duty, it was a colossal failure. The 
total exemption of the then sugar duty was granted 
by the same Free Trade Government which had 
condemned the Brussels Convention as being of a 
protective nature.

The financial complications with the Dutch sugar 
growers made it difficult to establish the real losses 
of the Cantley Company, but in the few years of its 
working heavy adverse balances were revealed. 
The price paid for roots in the first year was 23/- 
per ton, augmented by a grant from Government 
of £11,000, equal to another 7/- per ton, or 30/- 
in all, and even with a bounty on manufacture of 
£1 I6s. 8d. per ton, the vear’s trading showed a 
loss of over £45,000, not including interest on 
debentures or any allowance for depreciation. The 
second year’s operations were not one whit better, 
and disclosed a debit balance of nearly £100,000. 
These results, too, were on a meagre output of a 
few thousand tons.

The usual difficulties were experienced, both in 
field and factory, and did not give hope of any 
revival of the industry; but immediately at the 
close of the Great War, and misled by the abnor­
mal world’s price of sugar, it was re-started under 
a new directorate. Despite the preference to 
home-grown sugar, which was still conceded, the 
one season’s working is said to have resulted in a 
loss of about £70,000.

(To be continued.)

In the first four months of the pi esent year, the 
United States exported 355,126 tons of refined 
sugar to 58 different countries, including Ireland.

Although £3,000,000 represents Australia’s an­
nual bill for petrol and kerosene, the Common­
wealth Excise Department insist upon a system 
of denat^rismg power alcohol, which costs 7d. a 
gallon, rendering successful competition with im­
ported petroleum products out of the question.

When food supplies of the American Relief Ad 
began to arrive in the Volga River 

Valley of Russia. this spring, it is reported, says the 
Journal> that the native pea- 

sants looked with dire suspicion upon the kettles of 
st^ammg cocoa distributed from the kitchens.

1 he devil is posing as an American and trying 
to make us drink his brown poison ! ” they ex- 

tn the h0'1"" containing cocoa 
tn I'0 +cWdren- . ^he American inspectors 

had to conduct a campaign of education
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THE HOUSE-FLY PERIL.

By Sir Arthur Shipley, G.B.E., F.R.S.
Reprinted from 66 The Minor Horrors of War ” 

by kind permission of the author and of Mr. John 
Murray. _________

Musca est mens pater, nil potest clam ilium haberi; 
eC nec. tam profanum quidquam est, quin

Ibi ihco adsit. (Plautus, Mercator.)

co“mon house-fly (says Ruskin) is the most 
perfectly free and republican of creatures. There 
is no courtesy in him; he does not care whether it 
is a king or a clown whom he teases, and in every 

p P. lns swift mechanical march and in every pause 
or his resolute observation there is one and the same 
pertect expression of perfect egotism, perfect inde­
pendence and self-confidence and conviction of the 
world having been made for flies. Your fly free in 
the air, free in the chamber, a black incarnation of 
caprice, wandering, investigating, fleeting, flittino- 
feasting at his will with rich variety of feast from the 
heaped sweets in the grocer’s window to those of the 
butcher’s back yard, and from the galled place on 
your horse’s neck to the brown spot on the road 
from which, as the hoof disturbs him, he rises with 
angry republican buzz; what freedom is like his?”

The house-fly is all that Ruskin describes it to 
be, but it is more. It is the most cosmopolitan of 
insects. Wherever man is, there is the fly. It 
comes—

From Greenland’s icy mountains, 
From India’s coral strand.

But it is naturally more frequent in warm climates 
than m cold, as the rate of its development depends 
very largely upon an average high temperature.

Unlike the lice and the bed-bug, the fly, like the 
flea, passes through a complete metamorphosis— 
egg, larva, pupa, and imago. It will breed in 
almost any rotten matter, whether vegetable or 
animal, and it breeds most successfully, as Gordon 
Hewitt has pointed out, when certain processes of 
organic fermentation are taking place in its breed­
ing-place. Probably the fermentation has a 
favourable effect not only upon the food of the 
larvae, but by raising the temperature of habitat 
of the larva. Undoubtedly the place most readily 
selected by the female for laying her eggs is stable 
manure. A few years ago there was a remarkable 
reduction in the number of house-flies in London, 
and Lord Montagu of Beaulieu attributed this re­
duction to the refreshing and insecticidal petrol 
vapour writh which the streets of that town were 
then bathed. I do not know what experiments 
Lord Montagu had made on the subject of the in­
secticidal value of petrol vapour, but the ordinary 
man in the street attributed—and I think more 
correctly—the diminution of the plague of flies to 
the absence of the nidus in which the female fly 
lays her eggs. Stable-yards had been turned into 
garages. But flies will, indeed, breed in almost 
any kind of dejecta—including the human—and 
in rotten straw, rotten wool, rotten cotton gar­
ments, decaying vegetables and fruits, bad meat, 
rotten grain, and even in spittoons, but they pre­
fer horse-manure.
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. Various methods have been adopted for prevent­
ing flies from breeding in horse-manure, such as 
sprinkling the manure-heap with 5 per cent, creosol, 
or with crude-oil-emulsion, or by covering it with 
earth with which crude oil has been mixed in the 
proportion of one gallon of oil to forty of earth. 
This amount should be enough to cover from 80 to 
100 square feet. Garbage of all kinds should be 
collected and burnt or buried; huts, tents, and the 
surrounding ground be kept as clean as possible. 
All fresh horse-manure and stable-litter should be 
promptly removed and destroyed or disinfected 
with the materials mentioned above. No excre­
ment should ever be left exposed, and if no other 
methods are available it should be, as Moses re­
commended, immediately covered with earth.

Fig. 1.—Mass of'eggs of M. domestica.

In our country house-flies usually begin to breed 
in June and July, continuing well on into October 
if the weather be but warm. Their greatest 
activity is, however, in the hotter month of August 
and the beginning of September. But in warm 
stables, restaurants, and kitchens flies are able to 
reproduce the whole year round. A single fly will 
deposit at one time 100 to 150 eggs, and in the 
course of her summer life may produce five, or even 
six, batches of ova of this size. The eggs are pearly 
white, elongated structures, with two converging 
lines, along which the egg-case will ultimately split 
to give exit to the larva. The eggs are laid, by 
means of a long ovipositor, a little way beneath the 
surface of the dung-heap in a position where they 
will not readily be dried up. In favourable condi­
tions the eggs hatch in from eight to twenty-four 
hours.

The larvae are legless, tapering towards the head, 
a short distance behind which, on the second body 
segment, is a pair of breathing-holes, or spiracles; 
their bodies are much stouter towards the hinder 
end. On the whole they are white, unpleasant- 
looking maggots, called by freshwater fishermen 
“gentles.” By contracting and expanding its body 
it pushes its way through the moist, semi-liquid
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surroundings. The skin is usually moulted some 
twenty-four hours after birth, but all these time­
limits depend much upon the temperature and 
favourable conditions. With normally high tem­
peratures—say with 30 deg. C. to 35 deg. C.—the 
larva will become fully grown in five or six days.larva

Fig. 2. - Eggs of
M. domestica, x 40. 
(From Go rd o n 
Hewitt.)

The third and final larval stage, 
after the second moult or 
ecdysis, lasts three days, and 
when fully grown the maggots 
are now about half an inch in 
length. Externally, twelve seg­
ments are visible, but the inter­
nal anatomy shows that thirteen 
are really present, though one 
is almost “masked.”

It is only during these larval 
stages that the insect grows, and 
it is never more bulky than in 
the third larval stage. Now it 
leaves the moist situation, in 
which it has flourished, and, 
crawling through *the manure, 
seeks some dry material near 

the surface of the manure heap or in the neighbour­
ing earth. For a time it rests, and then after an 
hour or two’s quiescence it retracts its anterior end 
and assumes a barrel-shaped outline, its 
white colour slowly changing to a 
mahogany brown. The larval skin 
forms the pupa-case, and within this 
pupa-case the body of the larva under­
goes a wonderful change,’ far greater 
than even human beings undergo at the 
time of puberty. Many of its organs 
are disintegrated and re-formed, and in 
the course of three or four days the 
white, legless, repellant maggot, who 
“loves darkness rather than light,” is 
changed into a lively, flying insect, seek- 
lHg ** P Tolono rti-v*»* 95 4.1_ ____a place in the sun ” and the companionship 
of man. As the Frenchman said of the pig which 
goes into one end of the machine in the Chicago 
meat-factory as live pig and comes out at the other 
end in the form of sausages, “ Il est diablement 

changé en route.”

Fig. 3.—Abdomen of female 
house-fly, showing the ex

In a very short time 
after leaving the pupa­
case the adult fly has 
stretched her wings, 
the chitin of her body 
has hardened, and she 
flies away “on her 
several occasions.”

Flies become sexu­
ally mature in a week 
or ten days after 
emerging from the 
chrysalis-case, and are 
capable of depositing 
their eggs four days 
after mating, so that

the

tended ovipositor. (From 
Gordon Hewitt.)

«.the conditions be indeed 7av™nrab£ 
whole development from the egg to the per 
feet fly may be accomplished in nine or ten days, 

and the second generations 
eggs ten days later. The 
such an insect explains the

are able to lay their 
appalling fecundity of
fact that in the

parts of the world nearly every edible thing 
to be covered with them.

hotter 
seems

liquidThe proboscis of a fly can only suck up 
food; and when we see it feeding on solid sub­
stances, such as sugar, it has really dissolved the 
sugar by depositing some saliva on it, and is suck­
ing up the sugary solution so produced. It not 
infrequently regurgitates its food in a spherical 
drop, part of which it generally re-absorbs.

As we have seen, flies are very susceptible to 
temperature, and with the approach of cold 
weather they seem to die. We used to think that 
some, in a state of suspended animation, “ carried 
on ” through the winter months. This is, how­
ever, “ non-proven.” Many of them undoubtedly 
die in the autumn, as bees die, of old age. They 
are literally worn out. But a great number fall 
victims to a parasitic fungus called Empusa. Flies 
killed by this fungus are frequently to be seen in 
autumn, hanging dead on windows, etc., sur­
rounded by a halo of little whitish, powdery spores 
formed by the fungus.

Flies, like many other common insects, are ex­
tremely difficult to keep alive in captivity, and creamy

XiH
V XI Xil

body segments. (From Gordon Hewitt.)

aril. 
Anterior 
I, head ;

Fig. 4. Mature larva domestica. a.sp.
spiracular process ; an.I, anal lobe ; sp, spiniferous pad. 
ii-xm, body segments. (From Gordon Hewitt.)

few halve succeeded in rearing them for more than 
a month or two. At one time, as we have said, it 
was thought that those flies which survive the 
winter were fertilised females of the younger broods, 
and that during the winter they subsisted on their 

fat bodies.”
Doubt has recently been thrown on this theory 

and ma recent report of the Local Government 
Board Dr. Newsholme sets forth the results of the 
researches of Dr. Monckton Copeman and Mr. E. 
E. Austen in the foilowing words :__

Until recently there was general agreement that 
a certain number of flies managed to survive the 
winter and spring by hibernating in dark nooks and 
crannies m dwelling-houses, or, as contended bv 

ir lnvvanoys sheltered situations outside 
of &STC? ?S of the thatch

f J ^yar<LStacks’ Ihe researches of Mr. Jepson 
and others have shown that, during the period ex­
tending from late autumn to early summer flies 
may be found occasionally in all active conditions in 
warmed houses, and especially in such places as 

^b^-b011868^ where the temperature is 

further, that under these 
matt^ m h€ PresePce of sufficient food 
material they may even continue to breed. Doubt



July 6, 1922. THE West india committee circular. 311

has, however, been expressed as to whether a suffi­
cient number of flies remain in active condition in 

these localities to per­
petuate the species,

cx^

w.

and to 
rapidly

start the 
multiplying

generations of the fol- 
-n.sp. lowing summer.

Ibr-JL 

!b.

In view of the im­
portance of obtaining 
further information on 
these points, some in­
quiries were under­
taken into the hiber­
nation of flies, the re­
sults of which were set 
out in a communica­
tion by Dr. Copeman 
published in the sixth 
report of this series. 
Arrangements were
made with a working 
naturalist for the col 
lection of any flies 

Fig 5—“N m h ” of V cou^ be found in 
domestica dissected out of pupal- situations like those 
case about thirty hours after which Dr. Laver and 
pupation. an, Swellings of other observers had 
nymphal sheath marking bases found to be favourite 
ot antennae ; ex, coxa of leg; lb, labial portion of proboscissheath; quaHers ?
Ibr, labral portion of same ; n.sp, hibernating flies. In 
spiracular process of nymph ; w, view of the need, 
wing in nymphal alar sheath, pointed out by 
(From Gordon Hewitt.) Howard, for expert

identification------------- of the 
species of all flies captured in a dormant condition 
during the winter months, the co-operation of Mr. 
Austen, of the British Museum (Natural History), 
was obtained, and to him all the flies collected
were submitted for examination. The one specially 
interesting and unexpected point emerging from 
this inquiry was that not a single specimen of the 
house-fly {Musca domestica) was met with among 
the considerable number of hibernating flies caught 
in situations which have hitherto been regarded as 
the special habit of this fly. Under these circum­
stances it was felt that further detailed investiga­
tion of the matter was needed; and, accordingly, 
inquiry on a more extended scale, and covering— 
as it proved—an extensive area, was initiated and 
carried through during the winter of 1915-16.

Once more, the results obtained afford no support 
to the belief that house-flies hibernate, in this 
country, in the adult state; and the problem as 
to the manner in which the interval between one 
fly-season and the next is bridged over still remains 
unsolved.

Gorden Hewitt, Copeman, Howlett, Merriman, 
and others, have made experiments as to how far 
a fly can travel. Marked flies have been taken 
within foity-eight hours at distances ranging from 
300 yards to a mile. Apparently the direction of 
the wind plays a considerable part in the distance 
they cover.

(To be concluded in our next.)

SEA ISLAND COTTON.

British West Indies' Production.

The market conditions for Sea Island cotton in 
1921 were unfavourable, and there was very little 
demand for the goods made from this style of 
cotton. It is pointed out in the seventeenth Annual 
Report of the British Cotton Growing Association 
that with the high prices ruling in recent years the 
cost of production has increased enormously, and 
planters are complaining that they find it difficult 
to produce cotton at a profit even when it is pos­
sible to sell the produet at 27d. to 30d. per lb.

Notwithstanding the fact that the pink boll-worm 
has now existed in a number of the islands for its 
second season, it appears that under the conditions 
of soil and climate characteristic of certain of these 
islands, fairly satisfactory crops of cotton can be 
produced. The steps taken by the Imperial De­
partment of Agriculture to combat the pest have 
been most commendable. Much depends on the 
efforts of all concerned in the industry in cleaning- 
up after each season’s crop. The old plants and 
all parts of them must be burned promptly as soon 
as the cotton is picked; seed cotton must be ginned 
and the seed properly disposed of; all seed for 
planting must be fumigated or otherwise treated 
for the destruction of the insects in it; all build­
ings or premises where cotton has been stored or 
handled before the time when there shall be any 
cotton bolls in the field must be thoroughly cleaned.

The report goes on to refer to the definite estab­
lishment of the West Indian Agricultural College, 
stating that the fact that Sir Francis Watts has 
been appointed its Principal augurs well for its 
careful and solid foundation as a research and 
educational institution.

It is estimated that approximately 4,500 bales 
(of-400 lbs.) of cotton were grown during 1921 in 
new fields in the British West Indies, which contri­
buted 5,028 bales of the 671,106 bales consigned to 
the United Kingdom from all parts of the British 
Empire during the year. As regards the cotton ex­
ported, 3,423 bales were shipped from the Leeward 
Islands, 1,554 from St. Vincent, 822 from Grenada, 
and 179 from Barbados. Jamaica is credited with 
having exported one bale, whilst it is stated that 
no returns are available in the cases of Trinidad 
and Tobago and St. Lucia. The total West Indian 
exports of 5,979 bales were valued ait £214,542, 
showing an average price of 21|d. per lb., as com­
pared with one of nearly 5/ - for 1920.

The following publications are obtainable at The 
West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane. 
London, E.C. :—

“ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Jones and 
Scard ; 26 / -.

The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

“ The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. Scard; 3/-.
“ The Pocket Guide to the West Indies 7/6/
" Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall ; 8/-.
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HONDURAS TIMBER RESOURCES.

Mr. Hummers Hopeful Report.

More than one-third of British Honduras consists 
of workable mixed high forest, whilst about a third 
is pine forest land, making a total workable forest 
area of about 4,300,000 acres.

In his report to the Colonial Research Committee 
an abstract of which is given in an appendix to 
the second annual report of that valuable depart­
ment, Mr. C. Hummel, who has recently com­
pleted a forestry survey of the Colony, states that 
its mahogany forests are at present sub-normally 
stocked, averaging only about one tree per acre 
instead of 20 or 40 trees. The available stock 
of mahogany is continually, although slowly, de­
creasing, because the natural reproduction is in­
sufficient. The easily accessible forests have been 
worked out to a great extent, while some of the 
relatively good forests are not accessible at present 
without roads and railways, whilst with falling 
prices it does not pay to exploit the more remote 
forests unless they are made accessible more easily 
by roads and railways.

What of the future ? The Colony’s total output 
of mahogany is very small as compared with the 
extensive area of the forests, being only some 
10,000,000 superficial feet or approximately 25,000 
tons a year, but under intensive forest management 
Mr. Hummel considers that this quantity could be 
grown in a permanent rotation on an area of 
about 25,000 acres or less. If the present scattered 
growth of mahogany were thus concentrated on 
a well-selected area, it would be worth while 
building good permanent roads and railways for 
exploiting such well-stocked mahogany forests. 
Better means of transport would indirectly foster 
agricultural enterprise, and the more systematic 
utilization of the forests in a permanent rotation 
would put the general shifting conditions of work­
ing and living in British Honduras on a more 
stable basis. Another result of more concentrated 
production and exploitation by modern means of 
transport would be that it would put the mahogany 
trade of British Honduras into a very strong 
position for competing in the world’s market, with 
the ultimate result that British Honduras would 
get a much larger share of the world’s trade in 
mahogany.

The quality of British Honduras mahogany is 
second to none; it is a first-class cabinet wood and 
is also first-class for technical purposes. Wood of 
this quality will have a sure market at all times 
as long as it is obtainable at a reasonable price, 
but the price, in the past, has been very high. It 
has had a good market for the last 200 years. 
Under proper treatment it takes the British Hon­
duras mahogany tree (Swietenia Macrophylla) 30 
to 50 years to mature, but in the untreated 
wild forest it takes longer, viz., about 100 years, 
owing to suppression by other useless trees. If a 
plantation of British Honduras mahogany were 
made this year (1922) on a well selected area, the 
best trees of that plantation would be exploitable 

25 to 30 years hence, i.e., after 1947. In the worst 
case the forest could be felled by 1970. It a loan 
were raised for this purpose, it should be a loan 
for an equally long period, redeemable by 1970.

After discussing the financial aspects of 
mahogany planting in detail, Mr. Hummel goes 
on to state that quicker results than are obtain­
able from plantations may be expected from so- 
called “improvement fellings,” and at a lower cost. 
Their object is to bring the already existing under­
sized mahogany trees quicker to maturity by gird­
ling and killing interfering useless trees. The same 
method has the additional advantage that it im­
proves also the ■natural reproduction of the de­
sired species. From experiments made with 
British Honduras mahogany, it has been found 
that the above silvicultural treatment, if applied 
judiciously, leads to the establishment of whole 
groups of self-sown mahogany seedlings round 
each parent tree. The financial outlook for this 
kind of treatment is, therefore, still better than 
that for mahogany plantations. It is proposed to 
increase the production of mahogany chiefly by 
(i improvement fellings ” on a big scale, and to 
make artificial plantations only where there are 
special reasons for doing it. Good practical results 
from “ improvement fellings,” viz., quicker matur­
ing of undersized trees, and a gradually increasing 
output from selected areas, are expected to become 
distinctly noticeable very soon, after about five 
years.

The British Honduras Forest Department should 
certainly become a revenue department which will 
yield an annual net revenue for general expendi­
ture similar to the forest departments of India, 
the Federated Malay States, Ceylon, etc., but 
funds are required for making a start. The total 
amount required for the first ten years would 
be some $500,000. If it were possible to 
make twice that amount, i.e., $1,000,000 avail­
able, a much quicker development of the Colony’s 
extensive forests, and consequently a quicker open­
ing up of the country by roads and logging rail­
ways would be possible. In order to get well 
ahead of other competing countries in Central 
America, it would be desirable to bring large areas 
under forest treatment from the very beginning. 
The possible annual output under proper forest 
management is, at a very low estimate, about 
half a million tons of pine wood and one million 
tons of other wood. It is almost certain that teak 
also would grow well in British Honduras. In 
this estimate not the whole forest area of about 
4,300,000 acres has been taken into account, but 
only 2,800,000 acres, whilst the remaining 
1,500,000 acres have been excluded, so as to make 
provision for later agricultural development which 
is expected to follow when the country is made 
more accessible by logging roads and logging rail­
ways. {To be concluded.)

Copies of the First Year’s Prospectus of the West 
Indian Agricultural College will shortly be obtain­
able from the Registrar, c/o The Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Barbados, or the Secretary, 
15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3.
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SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies.

A British Bay Rum Industry.
A predominant part of the activities of Mr. W. 

Robson, Curator of the Agricultural Department of 
Montserrat, have been directed towards the selec­
tion of those strains of Sea Island cotton whose 
continued perpetuation has been shown to be de­
sirable. Attention has also been given to the ques­
tion of “ suppressed lint length ” of cotton—a 
curious shortening of the fibres which is often seen 
in the second picking. In dry seasons planters fre­
quently have to depend on their second pickings, 
so that the quality of this later-formed lint is an 
important matter. But unfortunately the pink 
boll-worm, which gained entrance into the island 
during 1920-21, does its chief damage about the 
time of the second pickings; so that unless this 
pest can be controlled, neither second pickings nor 
the elimination of suppressed lint length can be of 
much value. Prompt measures were taken from 
the start to control pink boll-worm by close sea­
sons, by keeping the fields and ginneries clean, and 
by the fumigation of seed for planting, and there 
is every reason to believe that the pest will be kept 
under control. It constitutes, however, a con­
tinual menace, and, like the mosaic disease of sugar­
cane, is an example of the serious difficulties which 
the West Indian planter has to face, quite apart 
from the question of the world’s prices for his pro­
duce. Mr. Robson’s investigations concerning bay­
oil have also been important. Everything points 
to bay-oil proving a profitable industry, and one 
capable of considerable development in Montserrat. 
The one-acre plot at the Station, for instance, 
planted in 1911, yielded in 1920 8,654 lbs. of leaves, 
giving 108 lbs. of oil valued at £75. The cost of 
cultivation is practically nil, and the distillation is 
a very simple and inexpensive operation. In this 
connection reference must be made to the assist­
ance rendered by Mr. Collens and the staff of the 
Government Laboratory, Antigua, who have car­
ried out several series of chemical and physical 
tests of the Montserrat oil. One interesting experi­
ment showed that the yield of oil and its quality 
(Phenol content) are improved bv drying the leaves 
before distillation—a result which is quite new and 
important.

It may not be generally known that greatly in­
creased attention is being given to the manufacture 
of bay rum in the West Indian islands since pro­
hibition reduced the output from St. Thomas and 
high duties its importation into islands like Bar­
bados. St. Lucia and Barbados are both making 
bay rum in considerable quantities and of good 
quality. It will scarcely be credited that Barbados 
is obtaining its bay oil from St. John (U.S. Virgin 
Islands) because “the leaves .are much better than 
in the British Islands.” But so the writer of these 
notes has been informed. If islands like Montserrat, 
St. Lucia and Dominica allow such a fallacy to re­
main uncorrected, and do not seek to take advan­
tage of their closer proximity to Barbados, and of 

that island’s preferential tariff, it is hardly to be 
expected that St. John will do it for them I Mr. 
Robson’s most recent report should help to correct 
the impression that St. Thomas and St. John arc 
the only centres of supply of bay leaves and oil.

A recent report on agriculture in Tortola and the 
British Virgin Islands affords an instance of where 
St. Thomas provides the British Islands with an 
important market. The prosperity of Tortola was 
extraordinary during 1920-21, and this was to a 
large extent due to the demand in St. Thomas for 
vegetables, especially onions. Although coco-nuts 
are extending with the arrival of white settlers, the 
principal money crop, however, in Tortola, is 
cotton, grown by the peasants. During the year 
Tortola was able to secure very good prices for its 
cotton, and since the crop was handled by the 
Government, the revenue of the island benefited 
greatly, so that on March 31st, 1921, Tortola was 
one of, if not the, best-off islands in the West 
Indies. And it was likely to continue so, for as 
Mr. Gomez’s report shows, the island has a variety 
of industries in addition to cotton and vegetable­
growing, of which stock-raising, hat-making, and 
fishing are amongst those worth mentioning. But 
Tortola, like Montserrat, St. Lucia, Dominica, and 
Barbados, should bear in mind what a good out­
look there is for bay rum, which is in demand, and 
is a two-product article in that its manufacture 
would not only stimulate the planting of poorer 
lands in bay trees, but also find an outlet for a 
grade of rum which most sugar factories should 
easily be able to prepare and sell or utilise on a 
profitable and permanent basis.

OBITUARY.
Mr. Dugald Campbell, J.P.

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Dugald 
Campbell, J.P., which took place at his residence 
in lower St. Andrew, Jamaica, on the 20th May.

Born in Argyllshire in 1844, Mr. Campbell went to 
Jamaica as a planter, and was identified with the 
public life of the Colony for upwards of 43 years. The 
owner of Rose Hall Plantation, and a Justice of 
the Peace since 1879, he was elected a member of the 
Legislative Council for the parish of St. Catherine in 
1879, subsequently being appointed a nominated 
member of the Council. For a number of years he was 
a member of the Board of Management of the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society, by whom his counsel was greatly 
valued. During the war he was Chairman of the 
Recruiting Committee at Linstead.

Mr. Raymond Parfait Duval.
We regret to state that Mr. Raymond Parfait 

Duval died at Laborie, St. Lucia, on May 22nd, 
in his 5Gth year. .

Mr. Duval, who was born in the Island, received 
his education at the.. Mico Juvenile Schools, which he 
left early in oixler to become a clerk in the old-esta­
blished firm of Barnard & Sons. Before long, how­
ever he started out on his own account, and be­
came a prominent figure in the mercantile community, 
securing the agency of Messrs. Rylands, of Man­
chester/ Mr. Duval married (as his second wife) Miss 
Charlotte Rusty, of Laborie, who with his brother, Mr. 
Epiphane Duval, survive him. His loss will be much 
felt in St. Lucia, where he was held in high esteem.
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Mr. A. W. FARQUHARSON. TOBACCO IN ST. KITTS.

The Moral of His Mission.

Mr. Arthur W. Farquharson was accorded a 
triumphant reception on his return to Jamaica, and 
a great dinner in his honour was held at the Con 
stant Spring Hotel on June 1st, at which Mr. W. 
Baggett Gray presided. Mr. A. H. da Costa having 
cordially welcomed their returning missionary, Mr. 
Farquharson reviewed the steps which had been 
and were being taken by The West India Commit­
tee, the Britisn Empire Producers’ Organisation, 
and the Royal Colonial Institute to endeavour to 
secure better tariff treatment of sugar, and indi­
cated that an active campaign in this connection 
would be necessary. He then referred to the 
gravity of the Panama Disease menace. It was all 
very well to criticise Government officers, who could 
not be interested in the Colony as were those whose 
living depended on its industries. There was an 
old saying that a country generally got what it de­
served, and he asked them whether they did not 
think that it was possible to do more than they 
were doing with regard to the Panama disease, for 
which no specific cure had yet been found. Banana 
men should organise themselves into a Vigilance 
Committee, and all should co-operate in an en­
deavour to stamp out the disease.

Turning next to the sugar industry, he said that 
he had had the opportunity of discussing the con­
ditions under which sugar was produced in Java 
and Mauritius. The advice which he then pro­
ceeded to give is thus summarised in The Gleaner.

“We must no longer show a contempt lor the teach­
ings of science and experience; we must be prepared 
to make draughts on the large reservoir of knowledge 
and experience accumulated in other countries. In 
many sugar producing districts in this island the ton­
nage per acre was very low indeed. In Mauritius, 
the yield was not less than 25 tons of canes per 
acre, which meant three tons of sugar per acre. 
In Java the. yield was 30 to 40 tons of canes per acre. 
They had in Jamaica in a small way started in experi­
menting on new species of canes and unless that was 
systematically kept up, they would find in a few 
years that the yield would be very poor. He thought 
they should make every effort to co-operate with a 
view to put that on an entirely different basis. 
Planters should contribute to establish in the country 
experimental stations. He was bound to say that in 
an agricultural country such as this, the Director of 
Agriculture was the most important officer; the man 
in charge of the Agricultural Department was there 
for the purpose of helping the productivity of the 
country, pointing out what should be done in order to 
increase the wealth of the Colony; and he should be 
constantly at that job working out problems, helping 
planters and getting the best out of the land. They 
were behind other Colonies and it seemed that they 
must help themselves quite regardless of whatever 
help they might get by arrangement with the British 
Government.”

Subsequent speakers included Colonel Bryan, 
Hon. William Morrison, and Mr. F. M. Kerr- 
Jarrett.

It is recorded that in the year of the settlement 
of St. Kitts, Thomas Warner and his fellow colo­
nists raised a good crop of tobacco.

Following a suggestion made by Sir Eustace 
Fiennes that tobacco should be revived in St. 
Kitts, The Union Messenger of that island states 
that if this were done it would give steady all-year 
employment to labourers who have to wait for 
nearly half the year on the coming crop. “ But,” 
adds our contemporary, 66 there are other indus­
tries. We import beef, pork, milk, cheese, leather. 
A dairy-farm with extensions would make us ex­
porters in all these lines. We export grey crystals, 
and then import loaf-sugar. The addition of an 
oven to our sugar factory would convert us to ex­
porters of the finished product. Castor-oil, a good 
deal of which is imported, could be produced in 
large quantities in the same way as cotton-seed oil 
is extracted. These, and many other minor indus­
tries which may suggest themselves to the enter­
prising, would lessen the roll of unemployment and 
emigration, which are the fruits of our lethargy. 
As a result of all this indifference to our own in­
terests, we find that we have no reserve, no alter­
native.”

CANADA AND THE WEST INDIES.

The value of the imports for consumption into 
Canada from the British West Indies during the 
fiscal years ending March 31st, 1922, 1921, and 1920 
were :—

1922 1921 1920
* 5

British Guiana 6,166,664 9,085,108 7,412,931
British Honduras 79,756 134,739 302,043
Barbados 2,994,559 8,314,996 7,532,265
J amaica 2,213,873 4,418,062 2,631,833
Trinidad . 1,678,658 628,896 966,719
Other B.W.I. 1,226.363 1,471,792 983,973

Total 14,359,873 24,053,593 19,829 764

The value of the exports to the British West 
Indies from Canada were for the same periods :—

1922 1921 1920

British Guiana
S 

2,298,105
$

3,594,118
IF 

3,109,381
British Honduras 150,964 38,783 29,350
Barbados 1,377,984 2.537,087 2,131,195
Jamaica 2,214,164 3,380,991 3.280,515Trinidad 4,555,023 4,949,376 3,746,644Other B.W.I. ... 1,829,798 2,162,771 1,700,962

Total 12,426,038 16,663,126 13,998,047

The imports into Canada of produce in which the 
British West Indies are principally interested in the 
years 1922, 1921, and 1914 were
o 1922 ]90] 1014
Sugar under 16 D.S. 385,904 310,352 293 834 tons.
~acao ................ 16.3,978 116,269 68 878 cwts.
Branas (bunches) 2,157,860 1,706,288 2,638.099
GhlCle ................ 492,086 514 910 a\i-. ™ lb«
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By Agronomist.

In last Jottings, apalite should read apatite, and 
animo-acids, amino-acids.

* * *
The Raw Materials Review states that a deposit 

of mineral phosphate has been found at Viatka, in 
Russia, of gratifying thickness of bed and of good 
quality. Analysis shows that the composition of 
the deposit is closely allied to that of the South 
Carolina phosphates.

A'-

The Louisiana correspondent of Facts about 
Sugar states that experiments have recently been 
conducted relative to the advantages to be gained 
from selecting canes for planting which are free 
from the mosaic disease. It has been found that 
canes grown from these show more “thrift” and 
better germination than in the case of canes grown 
from infected canes, both in the case of plant canes 
and ratoons.

* * *
A phosphate deposit is stated to have been dis­

covered in March last in the Philippines, estimated 
to contain 100,000 tons of phosphate and 69,000 
tons of guano. The guano contains 3.76 per cent, 
of nitrogen, 17.68 per cent, of phosphate, and 1.12 
per cent, of potash with the best quality, and 1.28 
per cent, nitrogen and 25.01 per cent, phosphate 
with the worst. A factory for turning out a ferti­
liser from it will be erected at Iloilo.

*AA- AL.
TV '7V

Irrigation of cane lands is on the increase in 
Hawaii. In 1900, out of 63,815 acres in cultivation, 
27,090 acres were irrigated, or 42.4 per cent. In 
1921, out of 119,855 acres, 63,686 acres were irri­
gated, or 53.1 per cent. The highest average yield 
per acre on the irrigated lands was 5.84 long tons 
in 1914, and the lowest 4.91 tons in 1921. The 
highest average yield on the non-irrigated land was 
4.12 tons in 1915, and the lowest 2.57 tons in 1905.

* * *

In Louisiana there are, in addition to numerous 
small plants, twenty to thirty cane-grinding plants 
which turn out syrup only. This is either canned 
on the spot or sent to canning establishments in 
New Orleans, where the various qualities are 
blended, and from which distribution to all parts of 
the United States takes place. The effort to pro­
duce a standard grade has not, however, according 
to Mr. J. H. Morse, in the Louisiana Planter, been 
entirely successful.

* * *
The Louisiana Experiment Station has been ex­

perimenting with the use of molasses for cattle 
feeding. The Louisiana Planter states that cattle 
fed with a daily ration of five pounds of blackstrap 
molasses (molasses from 96 deg. refining sugar), in 
addition to forty-five pounds of silage and five 
pounds of cottonseed meal have brought the highest 
price of the year in a neighbouring market. One 
pound of molasses is said to have the same food 
value as a pound of Indian corn.

* * *

In the course of an article in Facts about Sugar 
on the essentials which govern the choice of a de­

colourising carbon for sugar manufacture, Mr.W. H. 
Dunstone, Jun., says that in order to permit of 
successful filtration, the carbon must not be too 
fine, but sufficiently granular in texture, and be 
of a hard physical structure. Different carbons 
have different selective properties in colour absorp­
tion, and one should be chosen which gives a spark­
ling white, and not a dull grey sugar. The carbon 
should also be free from mineral acid.

* * *
According to figures given in The Commercial 

Review of British Guiana, there is quite a boom in 
coffee production in that colony, the amount ex­
ported for January-April of this year being 411,413 
lbs., as against 34,737 lbs. for the same period last 
year. In the early days of the colony, Berbice 
coffee was celebrated, and coffee was an important 
item in its exports. When, however, the early 
Dutch settlers left the rivers and migrated to the 
coast lands, they had to discontinue its cultiva­
tion, the conditions being unsuitable for it.

* # *
The Bureau of Chemistry attached to the United 

States Department of Agriculture is hard at work 
on the subject of the utilisation of wool-scouring 
wastes for fertiliser purposes. The experiments 
take the lines of mixing the concentrated wool 
scourings with other waste materials. The concen­
trated liquid waste of the wool scourings is stated 
to contain 42 per cent, of moisture, 14 per cent, of 
potash, 1.25 per cent, of nitrogen, and 14 per cent, 
of grease, while the dried and “de-greased” waste 
contains 24.5 per cent, of potash, 2.55 per cent, of 
nitrogen, and 0.6 per cent, of grease.

* * *
Synthetic nitrates for manurial purposes are com­

peting strongly with the natural nitrate of Chile. 
According to Mr. W. F. V. Scott, the Commercial 
Secretary to the British Legation in Santiago, in 
1894 the Chilian nitrate used was 73 per cent, of the 
whole; in 1904, 66 per cent.; in 1913-14, 56 per 
cent., and in 1921, only 33 per cent. To restore the 
position of Chilian nitrate in the world supplies, 
according to the American Fertiliser it is neces­
sary, inter alia, to reduce the production cost by 
improved methods, and that the Government ex­
port tax, which, it may be remarked, constitutes 
two-thirds of the income of the Chilian Govern­
ment, be lowered.

*AA AL
7V "7V

The Chinese have always been great paper manu­
facturers, and the quality of the paper on which 
the early manuscripts extant are written is excep­
tionally good. The art of paper-making is supposed 
to have originated in China about 2,000 years ago; 
in fact, it was in China that vegetable fibres were 
first pulped and pressed for the purpose. The 
material mostly used is rice-straw, but reeds, bam­
boo, and the bark of a species of mulberry are also 
used. The so-called rice-paper, however, is not 
made from rice, but from the pith of a plant called 
Fatsia Papyrifera. In spite, however, of the old 
associations of China with paper-making, the value 
of the paper imported into that country in 1920 was 
14,404,650 taels—over £3,000,000,
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 297.)

Of the architecture of pre-earthquake Kingston, 
the most notable example surviving is Head­
quarters House, a palatial building of the old Colo 
nial style in Duke Street. Mr. Cundall, in his in­
formative book, “Historic Jamaica,” tells how that 
palatial residence was erected as the result of a 
bet. In the latter half of the eighteenth century 
four wealthy and ambitious Kingston merchants, 
Jasper Hall, Thomas Hibbert, John Bull, and 
another whose name is forgotten, made a wager 
amongst themselves as to w'ho should erect the 
most magnificent building. History does not record 
who won the bet; but Headquarters House, which 
was Thomas Hibbert’s contribution to the compe­
tition, could hardly have been excelled for quiet 
dignity and noble proportions. This stately man­
sion, for some years the residence of the Officer-in- 
Command of the troops, is now devoted to the use 
of the Colonial Secretariat and the Legislative Coun­
cil, whose thirtv members are accommodated m 
the great panelled dining-room where Thomas 
Hibbert was wont to entertain his wealthy friends 
in days gone by. The offices of the Colonial Secre­
tary are on the upper floor, which you reach by a 
spacious mahogany staircase. That the dining­
room is utterly unsuited to the purpose for which 
it is now used must be apparent to anyone who has 
attended a debate there. The Governor, as Pre­
sident of the Legislative Council, sits like a school­
master behind a desk on a dais, whilst the Honour­
able Members, like schoolboys—some indeed unruly 
—are huddled together at desks set at right-angles 
to him below, the nominated members to the right, 
and the elected representatives of the people to the 
left. Visitors are tucked in alongside the| Governor 
wherever a comer can be found for them. This 
arrangement did not seem to make for healthy 
debate, and possibly the discomfort to which the 
members were subjected may have accounted 
for the acrimonious nature of some of the discus­
sions, which were so unduly prolonged that the ex­
cellent suggestion was made of establishing a time 
limit for the speakers. Before the war the Legisla­
tive Council used to sit twelve or sixteen days 
every year. Now the Sessions drag on for 
months, with the result that many business 
men, whose time is precious, refrain from 
submitting themselves for election. It is, more­
over, obvious that the work of Government de­
partments must suffer when their heads have to 
sit day after day in Council to secure the Govern­
ment majority. Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., did well 
to call attention to this waste of time in his Report 
on his West Indian mission.

Proposals are under consideration for erecting a 
more convenient building for the Legislative Coun­
cil, which is certainly much needed; but it would 
be a pity if Headquarters House were to go, for it 
is one of those buildings which should certainly be 
preserved as a national monument, and with so 
many vacant sites in Kingston, there should be no 

difficulty in finding one on which to erect a build­
ing for the local Parliament.

In former days, while the planters resided in the 
“Great Houses” on their estates, the merchants 
preferred to live in the town near their offices. 
Now, thanks to improved means of communica­
tion, they live as far out as they can, a popular 
residential neighbourhood being Liguanea Plain, to 
the north of Kingston, which Sir Harry John­
ston once described as resembling parts of Brixton 
(“ mind you,” he added, “ the very best parts ) 
put down in the tropics. On the plain there are cer­
tainly some red brick villas, which are reached by 
electric tramcars, but there the fancied resem­
blance begins and ends. The houses are far 
prettier than anything that Brixton can show, and 
in the gardens in which they stand, brick-red and 
purple bougainvilleas, hibiscus, and clitoria run 
riot. A characteristic of the neighbourhood is the 
quaint cactus and pipguin hedges which abound. 
The former resemble rows of immense cucumbers, 
each with six parallel rows of prickles along its 
length, which must make them impassable except 
for the variety of livestock which can masticate and 
enjoy the prickly pear or Turk’s head cactus. The 
pinguin fence is even more formidable, and must 
be dreaded by the “ tief,” who would stand a poor 
chance if he became involved among its spikes. A 
variety of wild pineapple, the pinguin, has long, 
narrow leaves which are studded with the most 
appalling thorns imaginable.

The presence of these plants points to a dry and 
sandy soil; but in spite of this, the plain is covered 
with trees, that lend their shade to the pleasant 
roads, some of which lock quite like homely Eng­
lish country lanes till you suddenly realise that the 
trees are far larger than anything that you have 
ever seen in England.

On this plain is situated the Liguanea Club, 
opened by Chief Justice Sir Fielding Clarke at 
Knutsford Park in 1910, the best, if not the only, 
real Country Club in the British West Indies. For 
this rendezvous the fortunate members and their 
friends make a bee-line every afternoon at four 
o’clock. There they play tennis, polo, golf, and 
other games, and dance to their hearts’ content, 
and, at the appropriate hour, quaff the seductive 
swizzle.

On the plain, too, is King’s House, another re­
inforced concrete creation by Messrs. Nicho'son 
& Corlette, with an immense ball-room sup­
ported by big buttresses as a safeguard aga:nst 
earthquakes.

Jamaica has 2,230 miles of main roads, which 
make it the best of all British West Indian islands 
for motoring. The credit of being the first to in­
troduce the motor-car into the island is due to Mr. 
H. C. Davenport, of the West India Regiment, who 
in 1906 imported an English Rover, which stood 
No. 1 on the local register. Then American cars 
began to creep in. The English makers failing to 
take up the challenge, the result has been that the 
“ flivver” from the “ Land of the Free”
now holds the road tq the exclusion of 
the English car. This is attributable partly 
to the war, which prevented the English 
manufacturer from delivering the goods at a
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time when planters and merchants were pros­
perous, and were in the market for motor-cars; but 
the principal reason for this state of affairs is the 
comparative cheapness of the American automobile 
and the enterprise of its manufacturers, who have, 
through their agents, seen to it that the garages of 
the island are plentifully supplied with spare parts 
of their particular makes. If English manufac­
turers were to adopt similar tactics, their cars 
would no doubt be more extensively used, espe­
cially now that a substantial preference in the tariff 
is afforded to British goods. Meanwhile, “ Tin 
Lizzies,” Buicks, Cadillacs, indeed, the whole 
gamut of American cars will continue to race about 
the island.

The main roads, being under the care of the 
Public Works Department, have a good surface 
and are well tended, the only material disadvantage 
being that they are repaired with rough 
limestone, which plays 66 old scratch ” 
with rubber tyres. But in Jamaica, as in 
Trinidad, the heavy motor lorry will 
have to be reckoned with. It is, indeed, 
already presenting a difficult problem 
to the Public Works Department.

Another disadvantage is the unbridged 
watercourses and fords which have to be 
crossed, but become impassable after 
heavy rains. One Sunday morning I 
set out with Mr. D’Costa, a leading mer­
chant, to pay a visit to the Hon. J. H. 
Phiilipps, Member of the Legislative 
Council for St. Thomas, at his residence 
at Morant Bay. After passing Harbour 
Head, where Admirals Vernon and 
Rodney were accustomed to water their 
ships, and the historic Fort Rock, an 
ancient fortress which spans the route, 
we crossed several of these watercourses, 
and it was easy to realise from the im­
mense boulders, trunks of trees, etc., 
which liberally bestrewed their bed, 
what they must be like when the heavy rains 
have fallen in the mountains. One of these 
dry rivers was fully a hundred yards wide, and, 
judging by an experience which I had when cross­
ing Sandy Gully in a buggy some years ago, their 
beds may be so altered in a night by the raging 
torrents which they carry to the sea, that it becomes 
difficult to get from them to the bank, and vice- 
versa, as it is sometimes to cross the bergschrund 
of a glacier. When endeavouring, with a friend, 
to make the passage in a bus (the little Victorias 
which ply for hire in Kingston are always 
called “buses”), the traces, consisting of old ropes, 
broke, and the horse made the ascent, while the 
carriage rolled gracefully back into the bed of the 
river (luckily dry), greatly to the concern of 
Bedward, the driver, and his fares.

The route to Morant Bay affords occasional 
glimpses of the sea, and a pretty view of a cascade 
at Roselle. Otherwise the scenery is not quite up 
to Jamaica standard until the road enters small 
areas under cane, coco-nuts and bananas 
in the parish of St. Thomas. These patches develop 
into large plantations, some furnishing the great 
White Fleet with bananas for its steamers, which 
call at Bowden, the port of Morant Bay, and Serge 

Island Estate with cane for its gigantic mills. The 
road then passes through a small town of wooden 
houses to an open place on an undercliff overlook­
ing the sea, on the brink of which stands the 
historic Court House, the scene of the tragedy of 
1865.

The “Jamaica Rebellion,” as it was called, is 
now happily almost forgotten. In 1865 the island 
had for some time been in a state of unrest, which 
was accentuated by the high cost of foodstuffs re­
sulting from the American war. To make matters 
worse, the Governor, Mr. Edward John Eyre, was 
at loggerheads with the House of Assembly, and it 
only required a spark to set the island aflame.

On October 7th the conflagration burst out. On 
that fatal day, whilst the magistrates were trying 
a negro for trespass, an unruly mob, armed with 
bludgeons, and accompanied by a band of music, 

The Court House at Morant Bay.
This was the scene of the outbreak of the Rebellion of 1865.

broke into the Court House and rescued the 
prisoner. Two days later a warrant was issued 
for the apprehension of twenty-eight of the rioters 
at the village of Stoney Gut, whence they came; 
but all efforts to execute it proved fruitless owing 
to the hostile demeanour of the people.

Baron von Ketelholdt, the Custos, or Chief Magis­
trate of the Parish, a naturalised German settler, 
accordingly reported the occurrence to Governor 
Eyre, „who at once instructed the naval and mili­
tary authorities to be prepared to give assistance if 
it should be needed. It arrived, however, too late, 
for on October 11th, at about four o’clock in the 
afternoon, whilst the magistrates were deliberating 
as to what should be done, a further determined 
attack was made on the Court House. The Deputy 
Clerk of the Peace hurriedly lined up in front of the 
building the few volunteers whom he had sum­
moned from Bath, and von Ketelholdt, standing on 
the steps, exhorted the mob not to enter the square. 
His appeal proved of no avail. The people pressed 
on, and the Riot Act having been read, the volun­
teers fired a volley. Then, before they could re-load, 
they were overwhelmed by force of numbers. The 
infuriated crowd thereupon raided the police bar­
racks near by and rushed to the Court House, which
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they endeavoured to storm. Failing to enter it, 
some miscreants then set fire to the building, and 
the occupants, being now compelled to evacuate it, 
were killed almost to a man.

Retribution followed swiftly. Martial law was 
proclaimed, and many of the ringleaders in the 
affair, including George William Gordon, of Cherry 
Garden, who by his speeches had aroused the pas­
sions of the people, were put to death. The rebel­
lion was then at an end; but for many years there­
after the deplorable episode was the subject of 
acrimonious discussion in Parliament, in the Law 
Courts, and in the Press, and to this day the action 
of Governor Eyre in causing Gordon to be re­
moved from a district where there was no martial 
law to one where it was in force, and there tried, is
one of several leading cases arising out of the dis­
turbances that are still cited in the Courts of Law 
throughout the British Empire.

The Court House, rebuilt soon after these dis­
turbances, is a two-storeyed building of limestone 
distempered yellow, with steep sloping red roof. 
The court and offices are reached by a double stair­
case constructed of brick. Behind the building is 
a yard paved with red bricks, and the embrasures 
of an ancient fort looking out to sea. In front of it 
is a flagstaff, on which the Union Jack, the symbol 
of liberty and ordered government, still floats. As 
we viewed these historic sites, the voices of the 
congregation singing a morning hymn were wafted 
to us through the open windows of the little Parish 
Church near by, and it was hard to realise that the 
quiet of this peaceful little village could ever have 
been disturbed by such terrible events as those of 
1865. (To be continued.)

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
Antigua’s New Hospital.

Writing on the 2nd June, Hon. Donald McDonald 
says : There was quite a large gathering at the Public 
Hospital yesterday afternoon when, in the presence of 
His Excellency the Governor and Lady Fiennes, His 
Grace the Archbishop, and the clergy of all de­
nominations, His Honour the Chief Justice, the 
Official and Unofficial Members of Council, Medical 
Officers and staff of the hospital and many friends 
interested, Mrs. Bryson opened the new Children’s 
Ward at the Holberton Hospital. After His Grace had 
offered up prayers, His Excellency expressed the long- 
felt want of such a ward, where the children would 
be treated separately from the grown-ups. His Ex­
cellency explained that the cost of this building had 
been defrayed from a sum of ¿500 sent back to 
Antigua by Mr. Bryson’s sister, Mrs. Bonthron, who 
had during the years of the war raised a large sum of 
money in England for war charities by the sale of 
Antigua native seed work. Hi Excellency referred 
to the good work done by Mrs. Bryson for the poor 
children of the Island in connection with the 
Children’s Day Nursery and expressed the gratitude 
of the community to Mr. and Mrs. Bryson for all they 
had done. Mrs. Bryson, on behalf of the donor, de­
clared the ward open. Mr. Bryson thanked His Ex­
cellency for what lie had said and explained that the 
idea of building a children’s ward had emanated from 
his wife as the money had been given to her by Mrs. 
Bonthron to use it in the best interests of the Island. 
His Excellency pointed out that the only thing re­
quired to complete the building was that it should be 
wired in to keep the flies out and invited those present
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to assist to that end. A hearty and prompt response 
to this invitation was made, £50 odd
in a few minutes. This handsome and usef u 1 little bmld- 
ing, and the good work which it will assuredly do 
will stand as a permanent memorial to the energy 
and kindness of Mrs. Bonthron, and to the interest in 
the welfare of Antigua shown by Mr. and Mrs. Bryson, 
who happily were able to sec it opened before their 
departure from Antigua and perhaps, if not in name, 
at least in the minds of many, it will be also a 
memorial of that gallant lad, Mr. Bryson’s only son, 
who in the great war, just fresh from school, in all 
the promise of young manhood, bravely gave his hie 
for his King and Country.—On the Hon. Donald 
McDonald’s initiative, a Leeward Islands Agricul­
tural conference was held recently. 1 his conference, 
which was of a purely informal nature, its object being 
to pave the way for a regular annual meeting to dis­
cuss matters of common interest, was addressed by 
Mr. Collens, the Superintendent of Agriculture, who 
spoke on the agricultural possibilities of the various 
Islands of the group, with particular reference to the 
minor industries.—Mr. E. M. Tibbetts is acting as 
Colonial Secretary in the absence on leave of Colonel 
St. Johnston.—Mr. A. E. Cowley, Chairman of the 
Agricultural and Commercial Society, has been far from 
well.—The results of the last Cambridge Local exam­
inations show that the Leeward Islands Scholarship 
had been won by Mr. Ralph Branch. Thus Antigua 
Grammar School records remain unbroken, this being 
their fifth consecutive win, and the fourth time the 
scholarship has been held by one of the Branch family. 
Mr. Ralph Branch, who gained first-class honours 
with three distinctions, intends to study medicine in 
London. The Girls’ High School, which for many 
years has worked quietly and consistently for the wel­
fare of the community and indeed for that of the whole 
Leeward Islands, has never had a suitable building. 
The Government would help but cannot. Conse­
quently the proprietors are making a wide appeal on 
the cliance of obtaining support for this excellent 
cause.—The sudden death from heart failure of Rev. 
Thomas Streater, Rector of St. Phillip’s, deprives the 
parish and the diocese of a hardworking, genial and 
much liked priest who had endeared himself to his 
parishioners.—The Mutual Improvement Musical 
Society is to be congratulated on a successful concert 
which was held on May 30th.—Merchants are being 
inundated with German advertisements and circulars 
offering to sell everything under the sun.—The Empire 
Day Celebration Sports Committee, of which Mr. F. G. 
Harcourt was chairman, brought off a good day’s 
sport on May 24th, when the competitors, most of 
whom were untrained, achieved remarkably good 
times.—The War Memorial Committee have selected 
a design for a memorial, and will be glad if relatives 
and next-of-kin of those from the Island who were 
killed or died after serving, will forward particulars.
Barbados’ Water Supply.

Mr. J. H. Wilkinson, writing on the 6th June, states 
that the water supply is the most serious matter in 
the Island at the moment. The Government have been 
compelled to discontinue the unlimited supply of 
water to steamers calling and this is now limited 
to a very small amount. The effect of this on the 
trade of the port will naturally be serious as steamers 
will not call for coal if they are unable to get 
water.—The weather during the last three weeks has 
been exceedingly dry and the young canes, which are 
forward for the time of the year, are suffering and a 
good rain of two inches is badly wanted. Reaping is 
fast coming to a close and the tonnage of canes to the 
acre has been in most cases very much better than was
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at one time anticipated.—The British Union Oil Com­
pany have practically had to stop operations in conse­
quence of not having water to work their boilers. The 
manager, Colonel Yates, has made a very liberal pro­
posal to the Government which lias been accepted and 
the Company are now boring for water close to the 
Belle Plantation on Government land. He hoped they 
would be successful in obtaining a good supply, in 
which case the Government stood to gain materially.— 
An Act (No. 12 of 1922) which received the Governor’s 
assent 011 the 26th April, authorises the Govemor-in- 
Executive to raise by the issue of debentures, the sum 
of Zi7,000, the interest not to exceed 5I per cent, 
and the loan to be redeemable in 47 years from the 
date of issue. Meanwhile, to provide additional 
revenue, a tax on motor vehicles is imposed, the rates 
of which range from X1 8s. for a motor cycle without 
side car, to £8 8s. for a private car not exceeding two 
tons in weight (Act No. 18 of 1922). A tax is also 
imposed 011 owners and occupiers of property and on 
traders (No. 17 of 1922). The rates for ownership are 
is. for each acre of land and 3d. in the £ on the net 
annual value of houses or stores. For occupiers other than 
owners the rate is 3d. in the £ on the net annual value, 
which is also the rate to be paid by traders in respect 
of their profit.—The Empire Social and Athletic 
Club celebrated its seventh anniversary on May 24th 
with a dinner at the Pavilion, Bank Hall, the Hon. 
C. P. Clarke, K.C., Attorney-General, presiding. 
Professor d’Albuquerque, Mr. H. W. Lofty, Lieut.- 
Colonel M. D. Harrel, Very Rev. Dean Shankland, 
and Captain Reed were amongst those who delivered 
congratulatory addresses.—Mr. J. B. Howell has been 
appointed to act as Colonial Secretary, whilst Hon. 
W. E. Jackson is administering the Government.

The Attorney-General introduced in the House of 
Assembly a Bill to authorise the Govemor-in-Execu- 
tive to issue debentures in discharge of the indebted­
ness of the Public Treasury to the Colonial Bank.— 
The House approved of the scheme proposed by the 
British Union Oil Co. whereby the company under­
take to sink a shaft near Kingston House with a view 
to supplying not less than 200,000 gallons of pure 
water a day.—A new regulation has been passed 
affecting the Preferential Tariff. To obtain the bene­
fits of this, it lays down that where a through bill of 
lading is not available, the ocean bill of lading from 
the foreign port of shipment must bear a certificate 
signed by the steamship company before the British 
Consul that the goods have passed through such 
country in bond.—A large number of friends mourn 
the loss of Hon. Edward Grannum, C.M.G., late 
Auditor-General of the Colony, who died at his resi­
dence at Hastings on June 6th, at the age of 78. After 
45 years in commercial life he entered the House of 
Assembly, where he attained a prominent position. 
On his appointment as Auditor-General he was 
elevated to the Legislative Council.—The Agricultural 
Reporter of June 10th records more favourable 
weather during the first nine days of June, with an 
average rainfall of 3% inches in the red soil area and 
2% inches in the black soil districts. Meanwhile 
the young canes in almost every district except the 
lowlands of St. Joseph and St. Thomas have been 
hard hit and have been shrivelled. The ratoons in 
the red soils continue to grow vigorously. The old 
crops in St. Joseph have not yet been finished, a few 
factories expecting to grind until the middle of July. 
Some estates in Christ Church closed with a good 
average, 25 and even 30 tons of canes per acre being- 
obtained. Ten to fifteen tons were averaged by 
estates in St, Philip, whilst some estates in St. John 

and St. Joseph have obtained an average of 28 tons, 
there is still, unfortunately, a frequency of cane fires. 
—The Council of the Chamber of Commerce have re­
plied to the Trinidad Chamber that in view of the 
financial circumstances of the Colony, they cannot 
recommend the Government to contribute anything 
towards the creation and maintenance of a West 
Indian Trade Representative’s office in Canada.
Power Alcohol in British Guiana..

Following the successful experiments with specially 
treated rum as a motor spirit which were made by 
Mr. E. C. Freeland, chemist, at Plantation Uitvlugt, 
and by Mr. W. G. Harry, manager of Booker’s 
Garage, a Government motion is to be introduced in 
the Combined Court to exempt all denaturing 
materials from import duty, and further to remit the 
excise duty on locally manufactured industrial alcohol 
in respect of the first 100,000 gallons produced. 
Should these privileges be granted, Messrs. Booker 
Bros, propose to instal a sulphuric ether still to be 
used in conjunction with their alcohol still at 
Plantation Uitvlugt.—The Acting Hon. Secretary of 
the Associated Chambers has replied to the repre­
sentatives of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
regarding the difference in bank rates to the effect that 
the Demerara branch of the Colonial Bank has re­
duced the margin from 2% to 2 per cent., and that the 
previous widening of the margin was due to the rapid 
and violent fluctuation in New York, when the rate 
varied as much as 1 per cent, in a few hours.—Busi­
ness was started at the new premises of the Colonial 
Bank, at 48, Water Street on June 6th.—Mr. Nelson 
Cannon has petitioned the Privy Council to withdraw 
his appeal from the Full Court of the Colony in the 
matter of his libel action against the Argosy.—Mr. 
D. C. Gorsira was the recipient on May 23rd of a 
cheque and an address from the staff of Messrs. 
Bettercourt, on his retirement from the post of acting 
secretary after fifteen years’ service with that firm.— 
The Daily Chronicle understands that Dr. Percy 
James Kelly of the Government Medical Service, 
Ceylon, has been appointed Surgeon-General in suc­
cession to Dr. Conyers who has resigned.—The 
Governor has promised that the Government will 
view sympathetically irrigation schemes in cases 
where the inhabitants themselves show they have con­
fidence in the financial success of the undertakings.— 
On the occasion of his departure to assume the duties 
of his new office as Inspector of Prisons and Superin­
tendent of H.M. Penal Settlement, Mr. Napleton 
King, Traffic Superintendent of the Colonial Trans­
port Service, was the recipient of presentations from 
the staff of the Transport Service and from the clerks 
of the Georgetown Stellings.—Mr. J. F. Burton, 
Acting Superintendent of the Georgetown Gaol, has 
been appointed Assistant Superintendent of the Penal 
Settlement.—The Argosy of June 1st records the death 
on the previous day of Mr. Francis Thornhill, who 
was acting for Mr. A. E. Bratt (now on leave) as 
Manager of Pin. Leonora. Mr. Thornhill had been 
associated for over twenty years with the estate, where 
he started as junior overseer. He is succeeded by 
Mr. Rhodes, of Pin. Farm.—The total subscription to 
the five million dollar loan by the end of May was 
$1,569,410.—Mr. Nelson Cannon has submitted to the 
Georgetowm Town Council a housing scheme whereby 
the Bel Air Park (which consists of about 55 acres) 
should be bought for $65,000, and a model township 
of 400 holdings erected thereon. Mr. J. Wood Davis, 
Assistant Secretary' of the Chamber of Commerce, 
criticises the scheme on the ground that it would
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lead to class segregation. A joint committee of the 
Legislature and Town Council is to report on the 
matter.—Some excitement was caused on May 24th 
by the news of an insurrection amongst some of the 
prisoners at Bartica, a few of whom, under the leader­
ship of an old ringleader named Doanes, managed to 
provide themselves with arms and escape. All were 
eventually rounded up.
British Honduras’s Railway.

Doubts having arisen as to the proper construction 
of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, and the 
Companies Act, 1913, of the Imperial Parliament, 
which are in force in the Colony, provision is made 
by a recently-passed Ordinance (No. 17 of 1922) 
as to what bodies shall perform the duties assigned to 
the Board of Trade, the Bank of England, etc., in the 
principal Acts.

Mr. A. R. Usher, writing on June 8th, states that 
the long drought in Belize', which has caused a great 
deal of hardship to a large number of people, lias been 
interrupted by much-needed, rains, which, however, 
have stopped all mahogany trucking operations in 
the Colony.—It is rumoured that the Government 
have received an offer either to extend the Stann Creek 
Railway or to build a light railway from Belize 
towards the Cayo, and that the matter is under con­
sideration.
Dominica Limes Attacked by Fungus.

There are strong reasons for suspecting that the 
“Wither Tip” fungus of citrus plants, which did great 
damage in Trinidad in 1918, is now attacking 
Dominica limes. Fortunately the disease was in the 
former colony found to be comparatively easy to treat, 
necessitating the burning of all the dead wood and 
diseased leaves during the dry season, and a thorough 
spraying of the trees' with Bordeaux mixture as soon 
as they begin to make new growth. But in Dominica 
anything like effective spraying of lime plantations 
would be practically impossible.
Grenada’s Medical Service.

The West Indian, in a leading article in its issue of 
May 2nd, paid a generous tribute to The West India 
Committee, which our contemporary dubs “that watch­
dog of West Indian interests,” adding that if only 
merchants and planters in the West Indies identified 
themselves far more with The West India Committee, 
and acquainted themselves with and even helped to 
inspire its functions, greater good would have been 
done for the West Indies. The article concludes : 
“For its work during the war in pushing the British 
West Indies Regiment, and for its splendid organisa­
tion which looked after the comforts of ‘ Our Boys,’ 
the Committee holds an imperishable place in the 
hearts of West India,ns.”—Ordinance No. 13 of 1922, 
which received the Governor’s assent on the 30th May, 
prohibits any missionary, educational or philanthropic 
work being carried on in the Colony by an alien with­
out the Governor’s permission in writing.—Mr. T. M. 
Commissiong and T. W. S. Garraway, have been ap­
pointed Police Magistrates of the Colony.—A Com­
mittee with His Honour R. Popham Lobb as chair­
man, has been appointed to inquire into the Medical 
Service of the Windward Islands, the scope of inquiry 
including such questions as salaries, pensions, etc. 
The following are the members : Hon. D. Paterson, 
Hon. J. T. de la Mothe, and C. F. P. Renwick (repre­
senting Grenlada), Hon. Dr. Richards, and Hon. G. 
Williams (St. Lucia), Hon. Dr. Stephen and Mr. Grant 
(St. Vincent). —The Legislative Council on May 12th, 
unanimously carried a resolution of appreciation of 
the work of Mr. W. J. Lawrence, the late Superin­

tendent of Works, who had spent 30 years.in the ser­
vice of the Colony.—Captain C. F. O. Master, the 
Wiltshire Reejt., has been appointed Private Secretap 
and A.D.C. to the Governor.—The business of the 
West Indian is being transferred to a company, which 
is inviting applications for shares at five dollars each. 
—Mr. K. W. Earle, the geologist, has arrived in 
Grenada in order to investigate the Island’s mineral 
resources.—A serious accident occurred on June 27th 
in St George’s, when a motor cycle ridden by Mr. J. 
Bain Wills with Mr. G. Rapier in a side-car fell over 
a precipice at the side of Tanken Road into a coal 
yard forty feet below. Mr. Rapier escaped with a few 
bruises, but Mr. Wells was dangerously hurt.—May 
24th, Empire Day, was celebrated by a parade of 
school children, the arrangements being in the care 
of Mr. H. V. Mahy. The Governor addressed the 
children, pointing out that it was possible for the 
poorest boy in Grenada to climb the educational 
ladder and finish his education in a British or other 
University.
Jamaica’s Subsidy to Canadian Service.

The Legislative Council on June 7th voted the 
¿5,000 asked for by Canada to help make good the 
loss incurred in the Government Merchant Marine 
Service provided under the Canada West Indies Trade 
agreement. Several elected members complained that 
Canada had not fulfilled her part of the pact in failing 
to supply a fortnightly service.
Twentieth Century in St. Kitts-Nevis.

A system of combined flash light and telephone 
communication between St. Kitts and Nevis (at a 
cost to the transmitter of a penny a word) was started 
at the beginning of June.
Tobago-Trinidad Route.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on the 31st May, 
states that on the Governor’s return from his recent 
visit to Tobago he landed at Togo, a new road- from 
which to Sangre Grande has recently been pushed 
through in order to establish motor traffic from Toco 
to Port of Spain, enabling the Governor to have 
dinner in Governor’s house the night of his landing. 
For mail and other quick services a route from 
Tobago via Toco would be useful, but for merchandise 
or produce it would be more expensive than the sea­
route to Port of Spain, and would involve a motor 
drive of about 30 miles to Sangre Grande Railway 
Station, making about a 60-mile journey through 
to Port of Spain.—Thunder and some heavy showers 
(making the rainfall at Hermitage about 5.28 inches 
for May) have cleared away the heat-haze.—The cacao 
trees are about cleared of old crop, and there is a fine 
flush of flowers and young fruit, which, it is hoped, 
may develop into a big crop of ripe pods in September 
or October.
Trinidad Wants Agricultural Bank.

The Secretary of State has approved the carrying out 
of a scheme for supplying Princes Town, Arouca and 
Sangre Grande districts with water, the cost of which 
is estimated at ¿27,700, being charged to the million 
pound loan of 1920.—His Excellency the Governor 
took the chair at a meeting of the Agricultural 
Society on June 8th, which was attended by Sir 
Francis Watts. A resolution standing in the name of 
Mr. A. B. Carr, was adopted urging the absolute 
necessity for the establishment of a Government 
Agricultural Bank. Sir Francis Watts spoke 011 the 
subject of the Agricultural College, inviting mem­
bers of the Society to visit the site and see what was 
being accomplished.
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WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

Imperial Preference.

West Indian affairs have recently been brought 
prominently before Parliament. To begin with, 
frequent reference to those colonies was made in 
the debate in the House of Commons on June 19, 
in the discussion on the tea duty, which was taken 
as the opportunity for a general discussion regard­
ing Imperial Preference. Again, on June 20th, 
mention was made of the West Indies in the debate, 
on the section of the Finance Bill dealing with the 
withdrawal of the Excise Duty in home-produced 
beet sugar.

In the consideration of the Finance Bill in Com­
mittee on June 19th, Major M. Wood moved to omit 
the provision giving a preference to tea grown within 
the Empire and raised the whole question of Imperial 
preference. Mr. Ormsby Gore maintained that so far 
from it being bad business, we should have lost every 
single penny, or at any rate a great deal of our trade 
with our Crown Colonies, if it had not been for 
Imperial Preference. The preference was given to us 
by the British West Indies as a quid pro quo for the 
preference we ygave to them. The one Colonial 
Secretary whose name was on the lips of everybody in 
the Crown Colonies was Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, 
and nothing that England had done for those Colonies 
was more appreciated there than the grant of Im­
perial preference. He hoped that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would not give way to the antedilu­
vian, rigid, obscurantist doctrine preached from the 
Opposition benches, but would, stick to his present 
policy, and when he wished to' reduce the duties on 
imported articles would do so by a further increase 
of Imperial preference.

Colonel Wedgwood said that the Labour Party ob­
jected to preferences in favour of the Colonies, because 
they involved putting taxes on the people of this 
country in order to give higher profits to producers in 
other parts of the Empire.

Sir R. Horne replied that preference had not merely 
brought about cheapness in certain commodities of 
vital necessity in this country. It had increased the 
trade of our Dominions and Crown Colonies with this 
country, and was that not a benefit ? Did hon. gentle­
men opposite say that they would rather trade with 
the outside world than with our own Dominions ? 
Had they begun to be aware that the markets upon 
which we most relied were those of our Dominions 
and Colonies? Were they prepared to propose to 
business men that we should ask our Dominions 
no longer to give us their preference? What answer 
would they get from the mass of the working people of 
this country, whose employment depended upon our get­
ting sufficient markets to which they could send their 
products? (Cheers.) The way in which the United 
States of America was building up and increasing 
trade on the basis of preference to its own people 
was becoming a very serious menace to British in­
dustry. (Hear, hear.) But, apart from the material 
aspect of the matter, did anybody say that by taking 
off this preference, after it had existed since 1919, that 
they were not going to give a shock to the opinion of 
their brethren across the seas which would shake to 
some extent the very fabric of the Empire? What 
would have been the position of this country today if 
our great Dominions had not stood with us in the time 
of trial through which we had recently passed ? Were 
* hey going to strengthen that fine sentiment by flouting 
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the offers they made to us and by denying to them 
the preference for which they had asked? There 
could be 110 more dangerous course for this Empire to 
start out on.

Mr. Gideon Murray asked if either the Independent 
Liberals or Labour Party, or both got into power, they 
would set upon the Statute Book a measure repealing 
Imperial Preference. There was no- reply, because 
they knew that if they were to do so they would create 
the greatest unrest throughout the Empire. The 
Government’s policy was based on the recommendations 
of Lord Balfour’s Committee. Lord Balfour was a 
convinced Free-trader, and there were many members 
of that Committee who were also- Free-traders, but 
yet, after examining the whole of the conditions that 
existed towards the end of the war and those which 
were likely to exist at the end of the war, they came 
to the deliberate conclusion that Imperial Preference 
was necessary in order to maintain the Empire on a 
satisfactory basis. He hoped the Government would 
go further and extend Imperial Preference.

On the same day, the revised duties on cocoa were 
passed. A motion by Mr. T. Thomson still further 
to reduce the full duty from ¿1 8s. to /j 3s. 4d. per 
cwt. was lost by 171 votes to 79. Similarly the revised 
duties on coffee were carried by 189 votes to 72.

The Sugar Excise Duty.

On the consideration of Clause 6 on June 20th, which 
provides that the Excise duties on sugar and molasses 
made from home-grown beet shall cease, Colonel 
Wedgwood stated that it was the intention of the 
Labour Party to abolish the indirect taxes upon sugar 
and thereby lighten the burden upon the whole of the 
consuming population of this country. Mr. Hannon 
moved an amendment limiting the Excise relief to 
sugar of a polarisation not over 97 degrees. He said 
that his object was to confine the experimental 
stations in this country to the manufacture of raw 
sugar, otherwise the concessions in the Bill would tend 
to deprive the sugar refiners of a considerable propor­
tion of their activity, and would inflict considerable 
injury upon the large number of people engaged in 
that industry. The actual subsidy given under the 
existing arrangement to Cantley last year had beeii 
^26,700. The amount proposed to be given to the 
industry was considerably in excess of the value of 
refined su^ar without the duty. If this subsidy was 
given to the sugar beet factories, they would be in­
evitably placed in unfair competition with our own 
Colonies. Mr. Waterson, speaking from a consumer’s 
point of view, objected to the increase of subsidy from 
6/2^d. per cwt. to 25/8d. per cwt. He asked whether 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was aware that many 
of the shareholders of the Cantley concern were Dutch­
men, and said that when British money was taken 
from British taxpayers it should go into British 
avenues to encourage British trade. The English re­
finers were to-day melting Cuban raws, which they 
offered upon the market after being refined at 22/6 
per cwt., and yet a subsidy was offered to the beet 
factories at the rate of 25/8 per cwt. How could 
business be conducted in that way ?

Mr. G. Roberts said that it was true that if the 
industry did develop, and it became a big one, of 
necessity the interests of the refiners would be ad­
versely affected, adding :—“ You make and refine 
sugar in a modern sugar factory. It is obviously 
most uneconomic to convey beet to the factories and 
restrict the manufacture to raw sugar, and then to 
have to transport the raw sugar to a refinery, re­
fineries in this country being mainly situated at a port
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because obviously they have hitherto dealt exclusively 
with the imported raw sugar.” He thought that we 
were indebted to the Dutchmen for having introduced 
the industry into this country. In order to carry 
on the industry economically, the two enterprises 
(Kelham and Cantley) ought to be amalgamated, and 
they were now engaged in an endeavour to effect that 
policy. The Dutchmen who had introduced the indus­
try into this country would have no hesitation in pro­
viding the necessary funds, but he and his colleagues 
were concerned that it should be a British sugar beet 
industry carried on bv British capital alone.

Mr. Lyle explained that the polarisation of the raw 
sugar received in the refineries was between 95 and 96. 
Tn^the amendment the figure was deliberately put as 
high as 97, because they did not want to exclude any 
of& the sugars coming from the Colonies and other 
parts. He disagreed with the suggestion that it would 
be a retrograde policy for any beet sugar factory not 
to go to the full length and produce white sugar. 
Prior to the war, there were not more than five fac­
tories in Germany and Austria which turned out white 
sugar although he admitted that the position was 
different in France.

Resisting the amendment, Sir Robert Horne said 
that it would be impossible for the beet factories to 
carry on a profitable business if, having put up a plant 
for producing refined sugar, they had to start a pro­
cess which fell short of 'that. The Budget proposal 
was not a subsidy at all : it was only a remission of 
Excise duty. If the amendment were passed, the fac­
tories were doomed as surely as if they had no aid 
whatever. The Excise duties had only been put on in 
1915, because under the Sugar Convention we were 
bound to impose them. To-day, the Exchequer had 
nothing to gain by imposing the duties, because there 
would be nothing to come from the factories. He 
would remind members who objected to the remission 
on the ground of its being protective, that all the 
economists whom they professed to follow had made at 
least one exception in the case even of protection, and 
that was with regard to infant industries. John 
Stuart Mill had set forth the great advantages to be 
obtained from Protection by the State of an infant 
industry which had the opportunity of acquiring 
natural growth and in the end standing on its own 
feet.

Captain Wedgwood Benn characterised the proposed 
remission as just another step in the Government’s 
preconceived plan of a stealthy imposition of Protec­
tion in this country. It had already done a good deal 
to destrov that feeling of gratitude on which the 
scheme of Imperial Preference was supposed to be 
based. As regards the number of persons employed, 
this was said to be only 800 or 000.

Was the alternative to this bolstering up of this 
industry, that the money, amounting to 25,000, 
which the Government had sunk in it, was going the 
same way as that on celluloid and dyes and all the other 
industries into which they had put the public money 
of this country? Mr. A. Hopkinson said that every­
body in commercial circles knew perfectly well that it 
was quite impossible to realise the Government invest­
ment in the beet sugar factories. On a division, the 
amendment was rejected by 274 votes to 80, and the 
clause was agreed to. A reduction of the Customs 
Duties on sugar was moved by Mr. Holmes on 
June erst. Sir Leslie Scott (the Solicitor-General) 
said that the new danse, if adopted, would cost the 
Government in a full year £la,000,000. Mr. Waterson 
pointed out that an increase in the sugar duty had a 
tendency to reduce consumption. In 1913 there had 

been consumed in this country more than 34,500,000 
cwts., whilst in 1919, when the tax had risen, the con­
sumption had decreased to 30,500,000 cwts., and a 
year later, with the extensive taxation placed upon 
this main commodity, the consumption had decreased 
to just over 22,000,000 cwts. On a division, tire clause 
was defeated by 227 votes to 79.
North America and West Indies Station.

Replying to Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy on the 
28th June, Commander Eyres Monsell (Civil Lord of 
the Admiralty) stated that the force attached to the 
North America and West Indies station consisted of 
the light cruisers, Raleigh, Capetown, Calcutta, and 
Constance, and the sloops Valerian and Wistaria. 
The estimated additional cost of sending these ships to 
Rio de Janeiro for the forthcoming exhibition was 
/.38,ooo including the return voyage. The Admiralty 
did not consider that these ships would constitute a 
squadron adequately representative of the British 
Empire.
The Spirits Duties.

A new clause to the Finance Bill substituting a duty 
of fifty-seven shillings and sixpence per proof gallon 
for the present Customs and Excise duties and im­
posing an export duty of thirty shillings per proof 
gallon, was moved on June 28th by Mr. Ford, who 
claimed that the result to the Exchequer would be 
the same. The clause was, however, ruled out of 
order, as proposing a new duty on export.

(The duties for home-distilled spirits are at present 
72s. 6d., and for imported spirits 72s. rod.)

SOME COMPANY NOTES
Acadia Sugar Refining Co.

The report of this concern, which owns the refinery at 
Halifax, N.S., shows a loss on trading of $112,522, after pro­
viding for interest on the floating and funded debt. A 
scheme of reorganisation is to be submitted to shareholders, 
and it is proposed to transfer the undertaking to a new 
company to be domiciled in Scotland.

Trinidad Leaseholds. Ltd.
Speaking at the annual meeting of Central Mining & In­

vestment Corporation, Ltd., on June 21st, the Chairman, 
Sir Lionel Phillips, in referring to the Trinidad Leaseholds, 
Ltd., said that production was satisfactorily maintained up 
to the close of last year, but had been restricted for some 
months past owing to storage congestion and the company’s 
desire not to produce a greater quantity of oil than could 
be readily marketed. Great attention had been given to the 
development of methods for dealing with the high gas 
pressures encountered at depth, and hopes were entertained 
of a successful solution of this difficult problem. The exten­
sions to the refinery were practically completed, and the 
plant was now capable of treating largely increased quantities 
of crude oil. Mr. Beaumont, the general manager, who had 
recently assumed charge of the property, was hopeful of its 
future and was approaching his big task with vigorous 
enthusiasm and capas-.1}

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To From

West Indies
Jamaica
Jamaica
B. Honduras ...
B’dos & T’dad ... 
B’dos & T’dad ... 
Jamaica

J London 
Liverpool 
Bristol 
I Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Dover 
Bristol

Packet

... Scientist ...

... Chancellor
... Motagua
... Warrior
... Alexandrian
... Stuyvesant
... Bay ano

Sailing

... Julv 7

... 8

... „ 11
- 15

... „ 15
... „ 15
... „ 17
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Intuba, London, 
June 29th :—

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in 
Liverpool, June 24th :—
Miss M. K. Barr Mr. D. P. G. Fosk«y
Dr. & Mrs. Grossweil Mrs. J. C. Ganshore

s.s. Manzanares,

Miss I. L. Watson 
Rev. & Mrs. O. Young

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.e. Patuca, 
June 27th :—
Mr. & Mrs. Charnley Miss E. M. Seymour Capt. A. M. Sherlock 
Mr. A. M. Geld

Mr. & Mrs. L. G. Alston 
Misses A. L. & M. G.

Alston
Rev. F. J. Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. Browne 
Mr. & Mrs. Bryden 
Mr. & Mrs. Cadman 
Mr. & Mrs. Campsie 
Miss A. B. Chandler 
Mr. & Mrs. Currie 
Mrs. B. M. Deane 
Misses C. & A. de

Freitas
Mr. & Mrs. de Souza

Mr. A. Edwards 
Mrs. Fitt 
Miss H. J. Franklin 
Mr. R. O. Gill 
Mr. & Mrs. P. G.

Glendinning 
Miss Gomes
Mr. & Mrs. Gonsalves 
Mrs. B. Gooding 
Mrs. & Miss Hayward 
Mr. J. M. Ironside 
Mr. W. V. Kenney 
Mr. & Mrs. Longmore 
Miss A. Muncaster

Mr. B. T. Murray 
Mr. S. F. H. Nurse 
Mr. & Mrs. O’Dowd 
Mrs. O. H. Paterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Pereira 
Mr. J. Pereira 
Mr. & Mrs. Poyser 
Hon. E. A. Robinson 
Mrs. Smith 
Miss O. H. Smith 
Mrs. S. Stanley 
Mr. A Thomson 
Mr. J. Weber 
Miss B. M. Whateley

Home arrivals from 
June 25th.

Jamaica, in s.s. C amito, Avonmouth.

Mr. & Mrs. Ashenheim 
Miss R. Butterfield 
Miss E. Cole
Mr. & Mrs. de Cordova
Mr. T. Connolly
Mrs. de Lisser
Mr. C. Duce
Mrs. Ely
Mr. S. Haughton-James
Mrs. E. Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Hudson

The Misses Hudson (2) 
Mis. M. Malcolm 
Mr. N. Jenks
Mr. & Mrs. de Mercado 

& fam.
Mr. & Mrs. Morrison 
Capt. & Mrs. Richards

& fam. 
Miss R. Sturridge 
Mrs. Simmons

Mrs. & Miss Worsfold 
Mrs. L. Cooper 
Mrs. Conelley 
Mr. R. Gardiner 
Mr. D. Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Newberry 
Mrs. Rossiter 
Mr. & Mrs. Salmon 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart 
Mr. Warren

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Stuyvesant, 
Plymouth, June 20th :—

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

The Rev. O. Barn
Mr. E. Beach
Mr. & Mrs. A. Brooks 
Miss A. T. Carrington 
Miss J. Conacida 
Mr. W. Dassie
The Rev Father

Dowling 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Emlyn 
Mrs. & Miss M.

Greenhalgh

Mrs. K. Huggard
Mrs. D. Lang
Mr. & Mrs. J. C.

McIntosh
Miss D. McIntosh
Mr. D. G. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. A. Morrell
Mr. E. T. Newton-Clau 
Mr. O. L.

Nan-Son-Hing 
Mr. J. H. Phillips

Miss J. Price 
The Rev. E. O.

Rampert
Mr. L. H. Scott
Mrs. D. Cooper Scott 
Miss D. Scun
Mr. L. Skinner
Dr. E. M. Skute 
Mr. E. A. Wallis 
The Rev. T. W. Warren 
Mr. A. Young

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
London, June 19th :— 
Mr. & Mrs. Bancroft Mrs. F. T. Greaves 
Miss Bancroft Miss Inglis
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bryson

in s.s. Counsellor,

Mr. C. A. Raven
Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Watts

Sailings to West Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Venezuela, 
July 1st :—

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Scientist, Glasgow
June 20th :— 
Mrs. J. Barclay 
Mrs. A. Bell 
Hon. & Mrs. F. W.

Griffi

Mr. F. V. Griffith 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Mr. R. Harvey

Mr. A. A. Lindsay 
Capt. P. Ruane

Mrs. & Miss Ball 
Mr. F. E. Barker 
Mr. A. G. V. Berry 
Mr. Broughton 
Mr. A. Davis 
Mr. R. J. M. Field 
Mr. H. D. Fletcher 
Mr. J. Fogarty 
Mr. J. Ford 
Mr. C. Gorsira

Mr. R. T. Hancock 
Air. C. Hankey 
Air. S. V. Hicks 
Mr. Hosein 
Mrs. A. L. Hoyte 
Air. F. H. Johnson 
Miss A. C. Lord 
Mr. Alaharaj 
Mr. H. D. Maryon 
Mr.W. McKenzie

Mrs. E. P. Mustard 
Mrs. & Aliss Plummer 
Mr. H. M. Ramsey 
Mr. W. R. Redman 
Mr. E. S. Robinson 
Mr. C. Sanderson 
Mrs. N. M. Shepherd 
Lieut.-Col.&Mrs. T. R.

St. Johnston

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

Anti­
gua.
To 

Mar. 31

Bar­
bados.

To 
Apr. 30

British 
Guiana 

To
Apr. 30

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
April 30

Domi­
nica
To

April 3C

Grenada 
To, 

Apr. 30

I Jamaica.
To

June 3

1 Mont- 
j serrât.

To
1 April 30

st.
Lucia. 

To 
April 30

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To
Apr. 30

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Apr. 30

Trinidad 
To 

Apr. 30

Arrowroot ............... lbs. 920,327
Asphalt........................... tons 39,396
Balata ........................... lbs. 221,320
Bananas ........................... .. bchs. 116,918 1,35! 4,560,902 1,219
Bauxite .......................... ... tons.
Bitters ............................ ... galls. 12,470
Cacao ........................... ... lbs. 482,048 3,549,392 4,148,928 452 1,046,590 51,816 21,999.815
Cassava Starch lbs.

29,719 203,300
24,321

6,573.264Coco-nuts ................ No. 708.884 1,647.075 73,137 10.879.235 480
Cofiee lbs. 411,413 8.421,168

72,933
50

Copra ........................... lbs. 31,014 36,316 4.940 205,538 35,547 1,732.502
Cotton, M. Galante ... lbs. 66,752

299.159 232,877
304

Cotton, Sea Island ... lbs. 7,750 81.493! 137,445
Cotton Seed ............... lbs. 148,624 288,960 255,360 150
Diamonds ............... ... carats 34,534
Dyewoods ............... tons ■ 14,636
Ginger ............... lbs. 723 1,208,256 650
Gold ............... ozs. 2,876

152,513Ground Nuts ............... ... lbs.
12,992Honey ........................... lbs. 573,286

16,689
15

Lime Juice (raw) ... galls. 15,673 2
.. ,. (conctd.) ... 44,104 895 460 11,444
,. oil........................... 39 867 256

Lime (citrate of) lb*. 6,073 214,256 5,040
Logwood ... tons 525 50 34
Lumber........................... feet 10,800 1.359 4,128
Mahogany ................
Manjak .............. ton- 40

2,050,517 692 192

41.890 65,808 60.046Molasses.............. galls 52,950 2108,640 7,405 658 24,304
Oranges.............. ... No. 110,181 131,802

540
219.516 900 90,936

Essential Oils............... lbs. 2,159 1,683
12,G10,421Petroleum ............... ... ga ls.

Pimento.............. lbs. 5,747,952
Rice .............. lbs. 8,914,564 •
Runber ........................... lbs.

361Rum ........................... ... galls. 115,000 232,733 1,384 516,180 848

Shingles...............
Sugar .........................

... No.
tons 462 ! 8,018

763,650
25,698 24.131 19

8,000 
1J07 2,787 22,394

Timber ......................... ...cub.ft. 37,436 11,978 2,081
Í* •
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY. RUM. There is absolutely no demand either for the

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London." w

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.
July kth, 1922.

home trade or export.
The stocks in London on 

1922
Jamaica ... ■■■ 12,776
Demerara ... 19,571
Total of all kinds 41,352

June 24th were : —
1921 1920

11,584 9,474 Puns.
17,281 12,544
38,697 31,735

BANK RATE. 3| per cent, as from June 15th. 
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

June 20th Julj' 4th

In U.S.A. .
France 

.. Belgium

£ s. d.
18 8

2 0 11
2 2 9

£ s. d.

Paly — 3 12 5
The intrinsic value

CACAO is a quiet market. Fair to fine marks of Trini­
dad have sold at 67/- to 75/- spot; to arrive is rather firm 
at 57/- c. & f. At auction, fine Grenada sold at 59/- to 61/-. 
There is practically no export demand.

The stocks in London on June 24th were

July 4thJune 20th 
£ s. d- d.

6
0
0
0

2
0
0

19

In Spain ...
Germany 

,, Austria 
.. Holland

18 2
70 1 7

2810 0 0
19 0

90
3500

2 
2

of 
in

1 11
4 1

14 9
the gold sovereign is £1 2s.

wm»... _____ j ___ the fortnight the price of Cubans,
duty-paid landed, in the New York market rose from 4.61c.

SUGAR. Earlv

to 4.86c., but subsequently sagged to 4.73c. On the 30th, 
however, which, on account of the Independence Day cele­
brations, was the date of latest quotation available, a re­
covery took place to 4.76c., equal to 3.15c. c.i.f., or 3.00c. 
f.o.b. at present freight rates.

Future market values were:—July, 3.23c.; September, 
3.34c.; December, 3.41c.

Prices in the home market have further strengthened 
during the fortnight, the values yesterday being:—London 
Granulated, 50/3; American Granulated, spot, 49/-; West 
Indian Crystallised, 41/6 to 45/6; Yellow Crystals, 44/9, and 
White Mauritius, spot, 47/- to 48/-.

Terminal market values were:—96 deg. (nominal) July, 
17/-; August, 17/3. White, August, 22/5; September, 22/3.

The proposed excise duty in Canada on beet sugar has been 
reduced from 49c. to 24c. per 100 lbs., and will not come into 
force until January 1st, 1923.

The imports of sugar into the United States for the ten 
months ending April 20th, 1922, amounted to 3,216,931 short 
tons, as against 2,975,732 short tons for the same period in 
1921. The exports during these periods reached 653,211 
short tons and 155,563 short tons respectively. The amounts 
retained for home consumption, therefore, were 2,563,720 
tons in the 1922 period, as against 2,820,168 tons in the 1921 
period.

The imports of sugar into the United Kingdom from the 
Continent during the present year as compared with those 
for the same time last year throw an extremely interesting 
and important sidelight on the European position as regards 
consumption. The beet crop of Europe in 1920-21 was 
3,637,000 tons, and in 1921-22 4,107,687 tons. Yet in 
January-May, 1921, 100,990 tons were imported from Europe 
into the United Kingdom, and only 38,232 tons in January- 
May of the present year. In spite, therefore, of the excess 
of production of nearly 500,000 tons, and of the exchange 
being generally more in favour of the Continental producer 
this year than last, only a third of the sugar has been 
exported to Great Britain—the principal ex-European market 
—up to now from the Continent of that which came this way 
in the corresponding period of last year. The differences 
include Holland, 11,312 tons instead of 42,349 tons; Belgium, 
2,417 tons instead of 16,038 tons; France, 19 tons instead of 
3,007 tons, and Caecho-SIovakia, 23,286 tons instead oi 
33,870 tons. These facts, coupled with the removal of import 
restrictions on the part of Germany and Hungary* and with 
the considerable buyings on the other side of the Atlantic 
for Continental Europe, show unmistakably that the con­
suming power of the Continent is increasing rapidly, a power 
which, if maintained, will more than absorb the coming 
European beet crop, which is estimated by Prinsen Geerligs 
at 4,175,000 tons at raw valuation.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on June 24th 
were :■—

1922. 1921.
Trinidad ... ... 6,980 23,923
Grenada.............. 10,517 30,892
Total of all kinds 120,589 193.071
ARROWROOT is unchanged. Common

1920.
42,766 Bags.
23,718 „
252,267 „ 
to good manu-

facturing, 31d. to 4d.; good to fine grocery, 4±d. to 6|d.
BALATA. West Indian sheet is unchanged with sellers

on the spot at 3/-.
BAY OIL is unchanged. The last nominal quotation 

reported was 9/- to 12/-, according to test.
COFFEE generally is a slow market, and prices are 

easier. At auction, 24 barrels of Blue Mountain sold up to 
158/6. Good to fine ordinary Jamaica is quoted at about 70/-. 
Export business is dull.

COPRA is firm with buyers of West Indian f.m.s. at 
£26 10s. c.i.f. Rotterdam or Holland.

COTTON generally has been less active, and quotations 
of most descriptions show a decline. A retail business has 
been done in West Indian Sea Island, and prices are un­
changed at medium 23d., fine 30d., and extra fine 38d.

HONEY remains very quiet. Dark liquid to darkish 
amber is quoted at 30/- to 35/-; set palish to pale, 40/- to 
50/-; white, 55/- to 60/-. Cuban is quoted at 27/6 to 50/-
per cwt.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. There are sellers of 
Handpressed at 10/-, but there is little enquiry. No business 
is reported in Distilled; there are sellers at 2/-. Lime 
Juice. Raw is scarce and wanted. Good Jamaica and 
really good other kinds would be worth 4/- per gallon. Con­
centrated is easier in consequence of lower Italian exchange.

LOGWOOD. The market is steady but quiet. The 
nominal value is about unchanged at £8 10s. per ton.

ORANGE OIL. There are sellers of Sweet at 10/6 to 
11/-, but no sales are reported. There is no enquiry for 
Bitter.

RUBBER. Following the meeting of the Dutch Rubber 
Producers on June 27th, when it was decided to seek Govern­
ment assistance in restricting production, the price of rubber 
advanced sharply to 9d. for crepe and sheet, but it has 
subsequently declined to about 8d.

SPICES. Small sales of Pimento in London have 
been made at 2^d. to 2^d. per lb., but the market generally 
is inactive. The German demand has vanished owing to 
the sharp fall in marks. In Nutmegs slightly wormy 
Grenadas have sold at 7d. to 7|d. per lb. Sales of Grenada 
Mace have been made at 1/4 for broken, and 1/6 to 1/9 
for red to pale.

WANTS.
Small “ Want ” advertisements will be accepted for publica­

tion under this heading at the rate of 3/6 for three 
lines and 1/- for each additional line.

Furnished Flat to let August; one sitting, two bed-rooms, 
kitchen, bath, electric light, plate and linen; maid available; 

gns. weekly.—Mrs. Skinner, 21a, Regents Park Road, 
N.W.

1922. 1921. 1920.
Imports 27,482 25,369 31,009 Tons
Deliveries 17,691 19,694 18,701 „
Stock 14.486 14,079 20,444 „

Secretarial Post wanted in September. Knowledge of 
shorthand and typewriting.—“ S.S.”, c/o The West India 
Committee Circular, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.3.
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OUR COMING TERCENTENARY.

THE Hon. Treasurer of The West Indian Club, 
presiding at a dinner given in honour of 
Major J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., ithe Adminis­

trator of St. Kitts-Nevis, on July 14th, reminded 
the company of the fact that next year will mark 
the three hundredth anniversary of the settlement 
of St. Kitts, and consequently the Tercentenary of 
the British West Indies. We warmly endorse the 
hope which he expressed, that that festival will be 
widely observed throughout the length and breadth 
of the West Indies. Not for many years will it 
be possible for any British Dominion to celebrate 
a tercentenary; but we can well imagine what re­
joicings there will be when the far-distant day 
arrives when it is able to do so. British West 
Indians may well experience a feeling of pride on 
being able to celebrate the three hundredth anni­
versary of English settlement in their colonies, and 
though their scattered and far-flung archipelago is 
not yet a Dominion, they will, we hope, neverthe­
less show by celebrations, collective and individual, 
that they are united at least by bonds of sentiment 
and sympathy. Major Burdon, responding to the 
toast of his health, foreshadowed a special issue of 
postage stamps in the mother colony of the West 
Indies, and also the possibility of dedicating a 
Public Park to the use of the people, to mark next 
year’s anniversary. As regards the rest of the 
British West Indies, the form that the celebrations 

might take which naturally suggest themselves are 
a public holiday, religious observances, sports, and 
the striking of a special commemorative medal. 
We commend these suggestions to the notice of the 
respective Governors.

A TRADE COMMISSIONER.

THE question of the appointment of a West 
Indian Trade Commissioner and of opening 
a Trade Office in London was raised 

again by Mr. Ormsby Gore, M.P., in the debate 
on the Colonial Office vote in the House of Com­
mons on July 4th. It will be recalled that Mr. 
Edward Wood, M.P., in his valuable report, stated 
that there was an impression prevailing in the West 
Indies that an official representative with the re­
sources of the Colonial Treasuries behind him could 
do more in the direction of advertisement and pro­
paganda than an unofficial body. Mr. Ormsby 
Gore now suggests that a trade office should be 
opened in one of our big public thoroughfares <£ to 
bring home to the people of this country the vast 
possibilities still awaiting development ” in the 
West Indies, “ and particularly in Trinidad, 
Jamaica, and British Guiana.” It must be 
borne in mind in this connection that these pos­
sibilities cannot become actualities until the labour 
problem is solved, and that no good purpose can 
be served by opening an office to attract white 
settlers and capitalists until an assurance can be 
given that there will be an adequate supply of 
black labour provided to carry on the real manual 
work of development, which is beyond the power 
of the white man in the tropics. Similarly it must 
be remembered that the great West Indian staples, 
sugar, cacao, cotton, coffee, etc., are already well 
known to the trade, and have their clearly.-defined 
channels of distribution, and that no shop window 
display would lead to enhanced prices or dif- 
ierentiatdon in favour, of West Indian 96° 
test suffar, for example, against Cubas. On
the other hand, there are certain products 
that are far more in the nature of speciali­
ties of the West Indies, which are practically their 
exclusive source of supply in this country, and the 
following readily occur to one’s mind in this con­
nection,'though the list is probably capable of ex­
pansion Demerara and grocery muscovado 
sugars, choice molasses, rum, arrowroot, lime 
drinks, Jamaica cigars, Blue Mountain coffee, 
Bahamas sponges, greenheart timber, mahogany, 
and bay rum. The popularity of these typical West 
Indian commodities might well be enhanced in this 
country by judicious display on the lines suggested. 
As regards minor products, such as guava jelly, 
sauces, pickles, etc., it must be recognised that
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these are not produced on a commercial scale, and 
that the supply of them is not sufficient to meet a 
stimulated demand. That the Trade Commissioner 
would prove of great service in answering enquiries 
regarding the British West Indies, their climate, 
their resources and their possibilities goes without 
saying; but this work is already being performed, 
not ineffectively, as we venture to think, by The 
West India Committee in close co-operation with 
the Overseas Settlement Committee, and we confess 
that we feel some doubts as to the desirability of 
setting up a third body whose functions would cer­
tainly overlap with those already being carried out 
at Seething Lane. The Strand show-rooms are in­
tended t6 catch the eye of the passer-by—the pos­
sible settler for whom the Dominions afford ample 
opportunities—and the position of the West Indies 
in this connection is certainly not analogous to that 
of Canada, South Africa, and Australia. In the 
circunistances, it is to be doubted whether the out­
lay on a Trade Commissioner’s Office in a business 
thoroughfare, which could hardly be maintained 
effectively for less than £5,000 to £10,000 a year, 
could be justified, and it will be readily under­
stood that the salary of the Commissioner would 
have to be placed at such a figure as would 
make him absolutely proof against any temptation 
to dabble in business. A century ago each West 
Indian colony of importance had its agent in Lon­
don. His place has been taken by the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, who do all that is necessary in 
connection with the purchase of stores, the payment 
of salaries, and kindred matters. Some years ago 
Jamaica appointed a Trade Commissioner to popu­
larise her rum, and it will be remembered that the 
experiment proved a ghastly failure. The sym­
pathies of the trade were alienated by his attempt 
to declare that rum was not rum unless it was made 
in a pot still—which would have ruled out a con­
siderable part of the output of British Guiana; and 
this Trade Commissioner, who should have kept 
aloof from business matters, then proceeded to es­
tablish a combine of Jamaica rum producers. We 
venture, therefore, to suggest that the most advan­
tageous way of securing greater publicity for the 
West Indies would be to make more use of an exist­
ing organisation, namely, The West India Commit­
tee, rather than to establish a new one altogether. 
Given financial support, The West India Committee 
could carry out the work quite as effectively as, and 
far more cheaply than, an entirelv new department, 
which could not acquire in a day the knowledge of 
the trade conditions in the United Kingdom and 
the British West Indies, which can only be gained 
by years of experience. In throwing out this sug­
gestion, we will conclude by quoting the following 
comment from the new pamphlet, “Jamaica in 
19^2, which has just been published, and to which 
further reference will be made in an early issue :—

Of late years The West India Committee in 
London, Which was formally founded about 1760, 
although it had probably then been in operation 
for some time, has taken steps to fill so far as it 
can for the West India colonies the part played by 
the agencies-general of the autonomous colonies; 
and by the work of that Committee, sympathy 
between the West India colonies and the mother 

country has been engendered, and the conditions of 
life in Jamaica and her claims on England are better 
understood than they were. This was made abun­
dantly evident by the many efforts made by that 
Committee on behalf of the West India colonies 
during the war.”

THE AGREEMENT AND THE PLEDGE.

FROM Press cablegrams and letters received 
from the West Indies it would appear that 
there has been some misapprehension in 

those colonies regarding the much-discussed “trade 
agreement” with the mother country. It is true 
that Mr. Wood, whilst in Trinidad, announced that 
“His Majesty’s Government is prepared, subject to 
the approval of Parliament, to enter into a formal 
agreement with the West Indian Colonies that pre­
ference on West Indian goods at present entitled to 
preferential rates on importation into the United 
Kingdom shall be continued for ten years from the 
date of the agreement on the basis of reciprocity.” 
Mr. Churchill, however, in his answer to an en­
quiry put to him in the House of Commons on 
February 23rd, which was subsequently sent out 
to the colonies with a covering despatch, made it 
clear that the “agreement” had been whittled down 
to an “undertaking.” This undertaking is, as Mr. 
Wood explained in Parliament on July 11th, a 
guarantee, applicable to all Imperial products from 
whatever part of the Empire they may come, on 
objects that enjoy a preference, that the present 
rate of preference shall be maintained for a period 
of ten years. It will be noted that the arrangement 
applies to all products now enjoying preference, and 
not only to sugar, as some of our friends seem to 
think. It will apply equally to cacao, and to West 
African cacao as well as West Indian. It will be 
noted also that it is the proportionate rate of pre­
ference that is to be maintained, and not the pre­
sent substantive value. Therefore, if at any time 
the duties are removed altogether from sugar or 
cacao, for example, the preference on that product 
will vanish into thin air, as Mr. Wood had to admit, 
though he added that he wished it would not. But 
that is not all. Replying to Lieut.-Commander 
Kenworthy, M.P., Mr. Wood stated that the 
Government, in giving the undertaking, were con­
scious that they could not bind their successors, as 
obviously no Government could bind its successors. 
He added, however, that it was one of the honour­
able traditions of public life in this country, from 
which his hon. and gallant Friend, if he formed a 
Government, would be most reluctant to depart, 
that pledges which had been given responsibly, and 
after due reflection by predecessors of whatever 
party, should be fulfilled. All the same, we con­
fess that we should have preferred an agreement if 
it had been possible of accompdishment, for we 
cannot forget that the pledge to guarantee a stated 
price for wheat for a given period was cancelled by 
the very Government that made it. Nevertheless, 
the British WTest Indies may feel confident that they 
have a trusted friend so long as Mr. AVood remains 
in power, and that should the time come when he 
finds himself in opposition, he and his colleague, 
Mr. Ormsby Gore, will be at hand to see that thev 
receive fair play.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Cockroach no argue ’fore fowl.” 
* * *

The estimate of the Java 1922 crop is 1,473,500 
tons.

* * *
No less than £328,000,000 of British money is 

invested in the Argentine.
44-
'TV "7V •7V

A decolorising carbon, called Kelpchar, is now 
being prepared on a large scale from kelp on the 
Pacific coast.

* * *

The remainder of Mr. Victor C. Meyer’s interest­
ing article on Home-Grown Beet Sugar is unavoid­
ably held over.

* * *
State control of sugar in Italy ceases in the 

middle of August. Italy’s consumption is esti­
mated at 270,000 tons per annum.

* * *

June 8th was a record day in the New York 
sugar futures market, the transactions totalling 
71,000 tons, representing about £1,000,000.

* * *

The cost of production of sugar in Cuba before 
the war was shown by a United States Commission 
of Enquiry to have been in the neighbourhood of 
£6 15s. per ton.

* * *

Queensland pines have been shipped from 
Brisbane to the United Kingdom and delivered in 
good order after twelve weeks’ journey, ten of 
which were occupied on the voyage.

* * *

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The West 
India Committee who have not vet paid their sub­
scription for the current year are requested to do so 
at once.

* * *

The Sixth International Exhibition of Rubber, 
other Tropical Products, and Allied Industries is to 
be held at the Hall du Cinquantenaire, Brussels, in 
April, 1924, under the patronage of the King of the 
Belgians.

* * *

Following a series of misfortunes that befell a 
ship carrying a large shipment of refined sugar, one 
of the oldest marine underwriting firms in the United 
States has decided to discontinue writing insurance 
on refined sugar.

* * *

The larger factories in Queensland—there are 
eight of them—have a nominal crop capacity of 
16,000 tons of sugar. There is one factory siz^d at 
15,000 tons, two at 32,000 tons, one at 11,000 tons, 
and three at 10,000 tons.

* * *

The mean f.o.b. values of Cuban sugar sold to 
New York and the United Kingdom, taken from 
ten consecutive fortnightly prices were, after 
allowance for exchange, approximately :—To New

York, £11 Ils. 5d. per ton; to United Kingdom, 
£12 2s.

* * *
It is said that the ability of Germany to buy 

sugar, in spite of the depreciated condition of her 
currency, is due to the fact that her chocolate fac­
tories have been selling their products all over the 
world, and established credits in currencies other 
than German.

*7V '7V

Passengers booking by the Royal Netherlands 
West India Mail’s service between Amsterdam, 
Madeira, Paramaribo, Demerara, Trinidad, Caru- 
pano, Pampatar, La Guaira, Puerto Cabello, 
Curacao, Haiti, and New York will, in future, be 
issued with a free ticket from London to Amster­
dam.

#
Out of 1.490,975 tons of sugar that were shipped 

from Java between the 1st of Aoril, 1921, and the 
31st of March, 1922, 620,470 tons went to British 
India, 302,110 tons to Japan, 299,942 tons to Hong­
kong, and 83,385 tons to Europe, out of which 
9,116 tons were consigned to the United Kingdom, 
and 10,114 tons to France.

•7V -TV

The Confectionery Journal is dead against cheap 
sugar in this country. Cheap sugar, says our con­
temporary, has the undoubted tendency to flood the 
market with cheap confectionery. If cheap confec 
tionery, it is added, were as good as it is cheap, 
this would be a consummation devoutly to be 
wished, but unfortunately it is not only cheap, but 
in certain respects is sometimes nasty.

* * *
A Samoan correspondent of the Sydney Bulletin, 

writing of papaw, says that the present value is 
16/- per lb., and that a coolie, without exerting 
himself, can turn out 1 lb. a day. The juice is ob­
tained by making an incision in the green papaw 
with a bone or wooden knife. From this it flows 
into an earthenware cup arranged to receive it. 
The fruit is left on the tree, and may be tapped 
several times. The juice should be dried as soon as 
possible by the sun, or preferably by a hot-air drier.

* * *
Since the 22nd of last month the Canadian 

Government Merchant Marine steamers Canadian 
Fisher and Canadian Forester have been calling at 
Bermuda on both their north and south-bound sail­
ings. This arrangement not only saves passengers 
from British Honduras, Jamaica, and the Bahamas 
having to travel via New York to reach Bermuda, 
which it brings at least 1,300 miles nearer those 
colonies, but it also provides an alternative route 
for passengers from Demerara, Trinidad, Barbados, 
the Windward and Leeward Islands proceeding to 
Jamaica.

# * *
The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company announce 

the resumption, in January next, of their cruises 
from New York to the West Indies, catering espe­
cially for the American season. The luxuriously 
appointed R.M.S.P. triple-screw steamer Orca 
(16,000 tons) has been allocated to this service, and
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additional interest is lent by the fact that the jour­
ney from Southampton on January 5th to New 
York will be the Orca’s maiden voyage on the 
North Atlantic run. There will be two tours, the 
first of which will leave New York on January 24th, 
and the second on February 24th.

* * *
The manufacture of compressed yeast for fodder 

purposes is becoming a prominent industry in Ger­
many. Somewhere about 5,000,000 tons of nitro­
genous foodstuffs for horses and cattle were im­
ported before the war, and it is stated that before 
long Germany will, by her yeast industry, be in­
dependent of outside supplies. The yeast is grown 
in a medium composed of the refuse material from 
the sugar factories mixed with salts, including am­
monium compounds obtained synthetically from 
the air. One yeast factory recently built produces 
over 400,000 pounds of compressed yeast per day.

•Tv "TV

Mr. G. M. Trevelyan, in “ British History of 
the Nineteenth Century,” recalls that Pitt, in pro­
posing the income-tax of 1798, calculated that, of 
the incomes enjoyed in Great Britain, those derived 
from the West Indies very much surpassed those 
derived from Ireland, and from all the rest of the 
world outside the British Isles. Mr. Trevelyan 
falls into the same error as that made by Fortescue 
in attributing the losses incurred during our mili­
tary operations in the West Indies to tlhe “ pesti­
lential climate.” It was not the climate that lost 
us 80,000 men in the campaign of 1793-6, but the 
lack of sanitation and of the knowledge that yellow 
fever and malaria were insect-borne diseases.

* * *
As foreshadowed in the Circular of June 8th, 

arrangements have now been made which will 
obviate any overlapping between the direct first- 
class passenger service of Messrs. Thus. & Jas. 
Harrison to Barbados, Trinidad, and Demerara, and 
the new service of Messrs. Elders & Fyffes to 
Jamaica via Barbados and Trinidad, the following 
sailings having been arranged :—
Ingoma ... .............. Sailing Sept. 1 . . London
Intaba ... ... n Oct. 7 London
Camito ... ... ... ,, Nov. 4 . Avon mouth
Ingoma ... ... ... n Nov. 17 . London
Coronado ............... „ Dec. 2 . Avonmouth
Intaba ... ... ... ,, Dec. 29 . . London

This joint service, as it now becomes, will not only 
obviate the difficulties which our West Indian 
swaHiows have experienced in getting back to their 
homes in recent years, but will also afford facilities 
to winter tourists wishing to visit the Lesser Antilles 
as well as Jamaica, which have been lacking in 
recent years.

Kouka. —Haying sliced two or three okros, put 
them into a pint of rapidly boiling water. Have 
ready half a pint of Guinea or Indian cornflour or 
cornmeal, mixing it smooth with half a pint of cold 
water. When the okros are soft, add a level tea­
spoonful of salt, and then stir in the wet meal and 
boil until it is stiff enough to turn out. Finally, 
throw the kouka into a buttered bowl and turn out 
on a dish.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Executive, twenty-four 
candidates, whose names are given below, were 
admitted to membership of The West India Com 
mittee, making a total of 131 members elected this 
year. ’The total membership of the Committee 
new amounts to 2,420.

Names.

Mr. P. A. George 
(Jamaica).

Mr. V. L. George 
(Jamaica).

Mr. A. C. Brazao 
(British Guiana).

The Venerable Archdeacon 
Caspar A. Downie 
(St. Vincent).

The Empire Club 
(Barbados).

Mr. H. Gray Massiah, M.D. 
(Barbados).

Mr. J. J. F. Morrison 
(Country).

His Honour Mr. Justice 
A. D. Russell, M.A., 
L.L.B.
(Trinidad).

The Hon. W. Ormsby Gore.
M.P. (London).

Mr. John Alcindor, M.B., 
Edin. (London).

Mr. Harold F. Ritchie 
(New York).

Major M. S. Hampton 
(St. Vincent).

Mr. Hamel Hamel-Smith 
(British Guiana).

Mr. V. A. Pires 
(British Guiana).

Mr. F. A. Mitchell-Hedges, 
F.L.S., F.G.S. (Country).

The United Cane Growers’ 
Association of Australia 
(Australia).

Mr. Harvey Gordon-Burr 
(Nigeria).

Mr. Egerton Beck, M.A. 
(London).

Mr. Cecil Andrew Phillips 
(British Guiana).

Mr. James Andrew Phillips 
(British Guiana).

Mr. Arthur G. Solomon 
(Jamaica).

The Allied National Corpora 
tion, Ltd. (London).

Mr. R. G. W. Farnell 
(Oxford).

Messrs. Moline & Co.
(London).

Proposers and Seconders.

( Mr. Manley Lopez.
[ Mr. E. A. de Pass.
i Mr. Manlev Lopez.
) Mr. E. A .‘de Pass.
j Mr. H. de Cambra.
| Mr. John Fernandes.

C Mr. P. W. Verrail.
Mr. J. H. Aikman.

f Mr. A. F. A. Clairmonte.
| Mr. Henry H. Baird.

i Mr. E. Martin Haynes.
) Mr. C. B. Austin.
< Mr. G. Moody Stuart.
' Mr. Claude T. Berthon,
( A.M.Inst.C.E.
/ The Hon. Denis Slvne
J C.B.E.
i Sir G. Townsend Fenwick.
( K.C.M.G.
( Mr. R. Rutherford.
1 Mr. Chas. F. Wood.
f Miss Audrey Jeffers.
I Mr. W. Gillespie.
( Mr. Thomas Boyd.
I Mr. G. M. Frame.
J Mr. Archibald J. Brooks.

I Mr. F. H. Watson.
( Mr. A. H. Hamel-Smith.
) Mr. F. H. Watson.
f Mr. A. H. Hamel-Smith.

1 Mr. F. H. Watson.
i Mr. Rutherford.
I Mr. E. A. de Pass.
< Mr. F. I. Scard, F.I.C. 

Mr. R. Rutherford.

J Mr. F. Evans.
I Mr. Fred Williams
I Mr. R. Rutherford.
I Mr. E. A. de Pass.
/ Dr. W. Hewley Wharton.
I Mr. T. Greenwood.
i Dr. W. Hewley Wharton.
I Mr. T. Greenwood.
I Mr. William Wilson.
I Mr. A. W. Farquharson.
J Mr. R. Rutherford.
1 Mr. W. Gillespie.
( Sir Edward Davson.
I Mr. R. Rutherford.
f Major John Disnev.
I Mr. F. I. Scard. F.I.C.

Membership of The West India Committee is, by the 
Royal Charter of Incorporation, confined to British subjects. 
Any members of The West India Committee may propose or 
second candidates for election. There is at present no en- 
rance fee. I he Secretary will gladly send specimen copies 

o' I he West India Committee Circular to any friends of 
members on application. The minimum subscription is 

s., or $5 per annumt and the compounding subscrip- 
ton for life membership for individuals is £10 10s. ($50.40).
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SUGARS AND THEIR RELATIONS.

It is a common thing to see in the Press that a 
plant has been discovered which yields sugar, and 
the impression is conveyed to the general public 
that a new source of what is commonly called sugar 
—viz., the cane or beet sugar of commerce—has 
been found. This is by no means necessarily the 
case. The term “sugar” in science is applied to a 
number of bodies whose common property is that 
they can all be represented chemically as being com­
posed of the elements carbon and water, on ac­
count of which they are termed carbohydrates. 
Starch, dextrine, and woody fibre are also carbo­
hydrates, but these, although they can be converted 
into sugars by the addition to them of molecules of 
water, contain less* of the latter than the sugars.

Sugars are divided into two classes—simple and 
compound. The former are also called mono­
saccharides, while the latter are divided into 
di-saccharides, tri-saccharides and tetra-saccharides, 
which are looked upon as being composed of two or 
more molecules of the sugars of the first class, from 
which one or more molecules of water have been 
extracted.

The simple or mono-saccharide group contain one 
atom of carbon to each molecule of water. They are 
called dioses, trioses, tetroses, etc., up to nonoses, 
according to the number of carbon atoms in the 
molecule. The greater part of these do not occur 
in nature, but have been made synthetically. The 
natural sugars of this class are mainly hexoses, 
their molecule containing six atoms of carbon, pos­
sessing the formula CfiH12O6, and are represented 
by glucose, or grape sugar, and fructose, or fruit 
sugar. Cane or beet sugar—that is to say, sucrose 
or betose—belong to the first class of the compound 
sugars, the di-saccharides, their composition agree­
ing with the supposition that their molecule con­
sists of two molecules of hexose sugar, from one of 
which one molecule of water has been taken away. 
Maltose, the sugar formed from starch by the action 
of malt biologically, or of sulphuric acid chemically, 
and lactose, or milk sugar, are representatives of 
this group. Raffinose, the sugar found occasionally 
in beets, belongs to the tri-saccharides, the molecule 
of which is looked upon as consisting of three 
hexose molecules, from each of two of which a 
molecule of water has been abstracted.

As regards the probabilitv of a synthetic sucrose 
being made, it mav be pointed out that no sugar 
has yet been made in the laboratory by the abstrac­
tion of water. The sources of all artificially pre­
pared sugar are the starch and fibre carbohydrates, 
with which further water is incorporated. A simple 
hexose sugar can be made in this way and the di- 
saccharide maltose, which has the same composition 
as sucrose, but is not sucrose. To obtain the 
latter it is evidently necessary to first form a hexose 
sugar, and then combine two molecules of it, at the 
same time abstracting water. This is what evidently 
happens in nature, but there is not at present the 
slightest indication of it being accomplished in the 
laboratory.

When discoveries of sugar-yielding plants are 
announced, it will be seen from the above that the 
probabilities are that it is not a source of sucrose 

that has been found, but of one or other of the 
sugars, probably a hexose, and therefore not fitted 
for commercial use as a substitute for “sugar.”

In connection with the important matter of the 
composition of sugars, Dr. S. Judd Lewis has re­
cently read a paper at the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists on the subject of the fluorescence of 
various substances, especially carbohydrates, in 
which he brought forward results which have an im­
portant bearing on the constitution of sucrose. He 
found that the fluorescence curve of this body ex­
hibited characteristics different to those of the 
curves of all the other carbohydrates he examined, 
except that of lactose. According to Dr. Lewis, 
these characteristics show that “with multiple mole­
cules composed of several groups of the same kind, 
as exemplified by maltose and inulin, the fluorescent 
power in the horizontal section of the curves is pro­
portional to the number of groups in the molecule, 
and that with molecules built up of groups of dif­
ferent kinds, as in the cases of sucrose and lactose, 
the fluorescent power may be even less than that of 
either of its constituent groups.” The view gener­
ally taken of the constitution of sucrose is that its 
molecule is composed of two molecules of glucose, 
which belongs to the mono-saccharide or simple 
group, from one of which a molecule of water has 
been abstracted. As mentioned above, Dr. Lewis’s 
observations appear to show that this is not the 
case. This view is strengthened by the fact that 
the fluorescent power of inulin (the sugar of 
dahlias), which belongs to the tetra-saccharide 
group, is four times that of the mono-saccharide 
glucose, and that of maltose, which belongs to the 
di-saccharide group, twice. It would be of great 
service if Dr. Lewis would applv the fluorescence 
test to betose—beet sugar—and see how far its 
fluorescent powers agreed with that of sucrose. 
Agreement would definitely decide the question as 
to whether the sugar of cane is identical with the 
sugar of beet or not.

JAVA’S SUGAR CROPS.
The following table, giving details regarding the 

Javan sugar crop for the last three years, is taken 
from Concerning Sugar, the basic figures being 
supplied by the Javan Sugar Association.

(1) On January 1, 1919, there was still a large stock from 1918 
unshipped, which gradually was exported. Stocks on Jan­
uary, 1922, 313,600 short tons; March 1, 1922, 99,1?2 short 
tons.

191.9. 1920. 1921.
Acres of cane harvested ... 340,138 385,647 396,130
Tons (short) of cane harvested 14,644,155 16.126,027 17,348.489
Tons „ of sugar produced 1,472.977 1,701.909 1,824.010
Tons ,, of cane per acre... 
Pounds of sugar per acre ... 
Sugai- extraction % of

4305 4182 4379
8,661 8,826 9,209

weight of cane 
Sugar extraction,

1006% 10’55% 10’51%

lbs. per ton of cane 20116 21106 21026
No. of factories in operation 179 183 184
Acres of cane per factory ... 1,900 2,107 2,153
Tons of cane per factory 81.811 88,120 94.285
Tons of sugar per factory ... 
(1) Exports of sugar,

8 229 9,300 9,913

tons (short) 
Consumption of sugar,

2,042,443 1,634,920 1,829,326

tons (short) 145,600 145,600 145,600
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THE “MAUSS” CENTRIFUGAL.

A New Continuous Separator.

The heavy pressures used and the deep grooving 
of modern cane crushing mills cause a large amount 
of finely divided particles of cane fibre to be carried 
down with the expressed juice, and it has been 
found practically impossible to screen these out 
with any type of perforated strainer. This “cush- 
cush” or bagacillo is more or less soluble, the rate of 
solubility increasing with the alkalinity and tem­
perature of the juice, the dissolved substance being 
called in a general way “gums.” The presence of 
these gums during clarification results in a less in­
crease in purity than there would have been had 
none been present, and these hydrolised particles 
of fibre persist throughout the process, appearing 
in the final products, sugar and molasses. Remark­
able results have, it is claimed, been obtained in 
practice by the “Continuous Centrifugal Separa­
tors,” invented in South Africa by Mr. William 
Mauss. These separators taking the raw juice from 
the ordinary mill strainer free it almost entirely 
from suspended matters, not only particles of cane 
fibre, sarid, etc., but what is equally important, 
from impurities of lighter specific gravity, such as 
wax.

Recent tests conducted at Sezela Factory, Natal, 
by Dr. William Arthur Caldecott, D.Sc., F.C.S., 
etc., showed that the raw juice before entering the 
centrifugal separators contained 3.81 parts per 
1,000 weight of suspended solids, and the separated 
juice leaving the machine contained 0.13 parts per 
1,000, showing 96.6 per cent, of the solids removed. 
The test took place on the 21st December, 1921, 
when the juice from the Uba cane was very gummy. 
The1 purity of the raw juice was 87.9, while that of 
the separated juice was increased to 88.6. This 
might properly be questioned, since “purity” refers 
to matters in solution, and is not affected by the 
removal of matters in suspension; but it is claimed 
to be a fact, the explanation being that very small 
particles of matter are in suspension in the juice, 
and cannot be separated by any ordinary process 
of settling or filtration. These affect the gravity 
reading to a small extent. When the high centri­
fugal force developed in the “ Mauss ” Separator 
acts on these particles, they coalesce and are taken 
out of suspension, giving consequently a lower 
gravity reading of the cleared juice. As the sucrose 
is unaltered, the purity, of necessity, is shown 
higher. It is well known that laboratory samples 
of ordinary strained juice will show a higher den­
sity immediately after preparation than they will 
do after settling for some hours, showing that the 
solids unavoidably left in suspension affect the read­
ing of the hydrometer.

The “Mauss” Centrifugal Separator is of very 
simple construction and consists of a series of im­
perforate conical drums revolving on a vertical 
spindle at 1,000 to 1,200 revolutions per minute. 
The spindle is hollow and contains an internal 
spindle which is attached at its top end to an 
hydraulic piston and at the bottom end operates

(Continued at the foot of next column.}

AGRICULTURE IN JAPAN.

The agricultural industry of Japan has its own 
characteristics, its system being quite different 
from that of other countries, states the 
Yokohama Chamber of Commerce Journal. A re­
port recently prepared by the Japanese Govern­
ment in connection with the Geneva International 
Labour Conference points out certain fundamental 
features of the country’s agricultural economy, of 
which the following is a summary :—

The area of farm land in Japan, the report states, 
represents only 15.6 per cent, of the whole area of 
the country; 52 per cent, of the whole population 
of the country live by farming. The number of 
agricultural families in Japan is 5,561,000, which 
includes 29,584,000 men and women.

Rice growing has for many centuries been the 
leading department of the country’s agriculture; 
animal husbandry is comparatively new, and its 
combination with general farming is rare. Rice 
farmers, however, usually practise sericulture and 
other subsidiary employments in conjunction with 
their main occupation-.

Another characteristic of Japanese farming is the 
minute division of land under cultivation. In the 
Kwansai districts one or two chobu is the outside 
limit of single ownership. In the north-eastern 
provinces land under a single owner is larger, but 
it ranges between two to three chobu. This is 
stated by the official report to be a result of concen­
tration on rice cultivation. Compared with France, 
Belgium, or Switzerland, where agricultural enter­
prises are carried on intensively, the ratio of popu­
lation to land is higher in Japan, the fact being one 
of the salient features of Japan’s farming industry.

(Continued from the foot of preceding column.} 
toggle levers to open and close the drum sections. 
This movement of opening and closing is controlled 
by a timing gear adjustable to give the cycle of 
operation necessary. The raw juice is introduced 
into the bottom drum while the machine is revol­
ving and overflows upwards into all the conical 
drums. Centrifugal action throws the heavy parti­
cles to the periphery of the drums, and the clear 
juice is decanted over the top lip of the top drum 
into a gutter which carries it away. When the 
maximum quantity of solids have been retained, the 
flow of juice is automatically stopped by the timing 
gear, which also admits a small quantity of water to 
displace the remaining juice and then operates the 
toggle gear, opening the drums, the solids being 
instantly discharged by the centrifugal force into 
the outer casino, and falling to a conveyor for re­
moval. The machine works continuously and all 
operations are entirely automatic, the average 
period of the cycle being juice decanting and mud 
collecting 20 to 30 minutes, mud discharging and 
restarting decantation again 45 seconds.

The machine is driven by belt from any con­
venient source of power, only five horse-power 
being absorbed. Messrs. Duncan Stewart & Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow, have acquired the patent rights for 
these machines, which are fullv protected in all 
countries.
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AMERICAN ENTERPRISE IN CUBA. 
The Development of the Sugar Industry.

Mr. Truman G. Palmer has added to his valu­
able 44 Loose Leaf Service ” four useful pages 
epitomizing the history of American enterprise in 
Cuba. As a result of commercial reciprocity which 
gave Cuban sugars a tariff preference in American 
markets, American exploiters and American capital 
have made Cuba the greatest sugar producer in the 
world.

In 1898, the year the United States freed Cuba 
from the yoke of Spain, the island’s sugar output 
amounted to 342,208 tons of 2,000 lbs. In 1901, 
when at the instigation of the American Sugar 
Trust the Cubans joined the Trust in the agitation 
for commercial reciprocity with the United States, 
the Cuban production had increased to 686,310 
tons. In 1903, when the commercial reciprocity 
treaty became effective, the output had reached 
946,447 tons. The treaty gave Cuban sugar a pre­
ferential of 33.7c. per 100 pounds and in 1914 when 
the world war began, Cuba’s output had reached 
2,909,460 tons, which, with the domestic produc­
tion of 2,194,530 tons in continental and insular 
United States, provided 892,000 more tons than the 
latter’s entire sugar requirements. Under the terms 
of the reciprocity treaty, Cuba’s preferential is on 
a percentage basis —20 per cent, lower than the 
U.S. tariff on sugar from other countries —and it 
works to give Cuba an advantage, whether the U.S. 
rate of duty be increased or decreased. An in­
crease of duty of $1.00 per 100 lbs. automatic­
ally increases Cuba’s preferential 20c. per hundred, 
thereby strengthening her ability to prevent the 
U.S. importation of Javan, Santo Domingan and 
other foreign sugars. Thus the emergency tariff 
bill of May 24, 1921, which increased the U.S. duty 
74.4c. per 100 pounds, automatically increased the 
Cuban preferential 14.9c. per 100. On the other 
hand, while a reduction in the U.S. duty on sugar 
reduces Cuba’s preferential, it discourages the 
home production of sugar in the United States and 
thus enlarges the market for foreign sugar.

With the beginning of the world war capital 
began to pour into the expansion of the Cuban 
sugar industry at an unprecedented rate, with the 
result that in 1919 Cuba produced 4,448,839 tons 
or within 106,000 tons of the total amount of 
sugar consumed that year in the entire United 
States. Eighty-four and three-fourths per cent, of 
this entire expansion came from American-owned 
mills, some of which were greatly enlarged and 
others newly erected, thereby increasing their out­
put 1,340,154 tons, while the output of all other 
Cuban mills increased only 241,292 tons, or 15J per 
cent. Of the island’s entire output of 4,408,365 
tons in 1921, American-owned mills produced 
2,331,143 tons, or 53 per cent, of the total.

The difference in conditions and costs of produc­
tion in the eastern and western portions of Cuba 
scarcely could be greater if the two sections were 
located on opposite sides of the globe. For this 
reason cost production figures which include both 
east and west Cuba are misleading. Cost of pro­
duction is much lower in the eastern than in the 

western provinces and it is in the eastern provinces 
where lands are cheaper and yields are heavier that 
most of the American capital has been invested. 
Seventy-two per cent, of the 1921 output of the 
eastern provinces of Camaguey and Oriente was 
produced in American-owned mills. The western 
end of the island has been cultivated for centuries. 
The fertility of some of the soil has been greatly 
depleted, the eradication of weeds and troublesome 
foul grasses which grow in profusion require much 
labour, the sugar mills are so numerous and close 
together that there is great competition among 
them for cane,much of it being transported by train 
loads past several mills before reaching £he mill in 
which it is to be ground. The individual land hold­
ings are not inordinately large, and the lands are 
fairly high priced for a tropical country. But few of 
the mills own or control a sufficient area to supply 
them with cane, most of which is purchased from 
independent colonos who are in position to negoti­
ate with several mills for the best rate obtainable.

Cost of Colonos’ Canes.
As a consequence, in this section the mills pay the 

colonos for cane an average of 6 to 8 per cent, of 
its weight in raw sugar, or say $3.60 to $4.80 
per ton when raw sugar is selling at 3c. per pound. 
In the east end of the island cane is pur­
chased on a basis of 4 to 5| per cent, of its weight 
in sugar, or $2.40 to $3.30 per ton when 
sugar is selling at 3c. per lb. A difference of 2 per 
cent, or 40 pounds in the amount of sugar paid the 
colonos for cane amounts to $1.20 per ton of cane 
when sugar is worth 3c. per pound and with an 
extraction of 11 per cent, or 220 pounds per ton, 
the difference in cost by reason of this one item is 
54c. per 100 pounds of sugar. It is difficult for the 
large American-owned mills of western Cuba suc­
cessfully to compete with the more favourably situ­
ated mills of eastern Cuba and it is still more diffi­
cult for the smaller and less efficient Cuban mills 
to compete with them. In the race for supremacy 
the smaller mills are crushed out, as is illustrated 
by the fact that the 1,190 little Cuban Mills which 
50 years ago produced 590,000 tons of sugar, all 
have succumbed and less than 200 giant mills now 
produce eight times that amount of sugar.

(To be continued.)

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To From Packet Sailing

B’dos, G’ada, 
T’dad, & D’ara.. . London ... Counsellor . Julv 21
West Indies Plymouth. ... Perou - „ 24
Jamaica Bristol ... Changuinola • » 25
West Indies Dover ... Van Rensselaer „ 29
Jamaica Bristol ... Coronado • „ 29
B’dos & T’dad.... Glasgow ... Spectator . Aug. 2
Jamaica , Liverpool ... Nessian „ o

B’mas, J’aca &
B. H’das Montreal ... Canadian Fisher Aug. Z

West Indies ... Halifax ... Chaudière ■ „ 4
G’ada, T’dad & 

Demerara New York ... MatuYa . „ 8
West Indies New York ... Guiana • » n
West Indies Halifax ... Chaleur ,, 18
G’ada, T’dad & 

Demerara . New York ... Mayaro 22
B'has, J’aca & 

B. H’das Montreal ... Canadian Forester „ 23
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DOMINICA’S LIME PRODUCTS.
The Effect of Sicilian Competition.

A meeting of members of The West India Com­
mittee interested in Dominica was held in the Com­
mittee Rooms on July 5th to consider what means 
could best be taken to restore the prosperity of the 
lime industry, in view especially of Mr. Wood’s 
recent report, wherein no fewer than three pages 
are devoted to this topic. Mr. E. Luxmoo re 
Marshall presided, and those present included Mr. 
W. Gillespie, Mr. J. Herbert Scrutton, Mr. C. 
Algernon Campbell, Major E. F. Becher, Mr. W. 
Morris Fletcher, Mr. Charles Howe, Capt. E. B. K. 
Hunt, Mr. Charles Mackintosh, Mr. C. M. Rose, and 
Mr. J. B. Winkworth.

Lt was complained that one or two statements in 
the report might lead to misconception, notably 
where it was said on page 51 that “grave difficulties 
have been found in the packing and transport of the 
finished citric acid crystals,” which was greatly 
exaggerated, whilst as regards the implied import­
ance of citric acid to the dyeing industry, it was 
pointed out that, according to one of the largest 
firms of distributors, the consumption of this pro­
duct by the textile trade was normally never more 
than about 50 tons per annum, whilst at present it 
amounted to only about 20 tons.

It was also clearly shown that Dominica’s present 
difficulties were very largely due to the accumulated 
stocks of citrate in Sicily, which now amounted 
to as much as 24,000 tons, or three years’ 
normal supply, and until these were liquidated, 
there was little chance of a remunerative price 
being obtained. It was decided to represent to the 
Colonial Office the present deplorable condition of 
the lime trade, and enquire whether the Board of 
Trade had yet reported on the advisability or 
otherwise of including citric acid and citrate of lime 
within the provisions of the Safeguarding of Indus­
try Act. ________

An Association of Sugar Technologists has been 
formed in Porto Rico, consisting of chemists, engi­
neers, and agriculturists connected with the sugar 
industry of that island. It is proposed that the 
Association meet twice yearly, at the close of the 
crop and at its commencement, for the reading of 
papers and general discussion. Professor F. S. Earle 
has been chosen as President.

The annual report of The West Indian Club, re­
cently circulated, records a membership of 732. The 
Club Committee announce with gratification that 
while, owing to financial difficulties arising out of 
the war, several London clubs have been compelled 
to close their doors, The West Indian Club has not 
only survived, but is in a stronger position than it 
was in a few years ago. That it has come through 
the crisis successfully is largely due to the loyalty 
of its members, who, by punctual payment of their 
subscriptions, can greatly strengthen the position 
oi this institution, which has now entered its 
twenty-fifth year. 

A few subscriptions to the West India Committee 
are still outstanding. Punctual payment helps the 
Hon. Treasurers.

THE HOUSE-FLY PERIL.
By Sir Arthur Shipley, G.B.E., F.R.S.

(Continued from page 311 •)

The importance of 
the house-fly as a car­
rier of disease, espe­
cially bacterial dis­
ease, has recently 
been recognised, espe­
cially in times of war. 
Moses was as great as a 
Principal Medical Offi­
cer as he was a Direc­
tor of Supplies; and 
this is shown in Deu- 
teronomv. Chapter 
xxiii., where he deals 
with the need of strict 
hygiene in the camp.

In the middle of the 
last century already 
attention was being 
drawn to the fact that 
the house-fly and the 
blow-fly transmitted 
various diseases. But 
it was during the 
Spanish-Ameri'an War 
and the South African 
War, which followed 
shortly afterwards, 
that the part played 
by these pests in con­
veying enteric became 
definitely established. 
Flies coming straight 
from the latrines, 
with their legs and 
their wings and their 
proboscides soiled

Fig. 6. -Pupal-case or pupa- 
rium of M. domestica from which 
the imago has emerged, thus lift­
ing off the anterior end or “cap” 
of the pupa; ventro-lateral 
aspect, asp. Remains of the 
anterior spiracular process of 
larva; l.tr, remains of the larval 
lateral tracheal trunk ; n.sp, 
temporary spiracular process of 
nymph ; p.sp, remains of the 
posterior spiracles of larva. (From 
Gordon Hewitt.)

with typhoid bacilli, would enter the camp and the 
tents of the soldiers and settle on their food sup­
plies—crawling over their jam, floating on their

hÎG. 7. .1/. domestica in the act of regurgitating 
food. (From Gordon Hewitt).

milk Thirty to forty per cent, of the deaths in 
our South African War were due to typhoid fever. 
1 he bacillus, as is well known, is capable of exist­
ing for a long time and of persisting alive in the 
alimentary canal of the insect. Dr. Graham-Smith 
has shown that the bacilli may remain active for 
six days after feeding, and that the feet of flies
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which have the bacillus on them are capable of 
infecting surfaces upon which they walk for at least

ABC
Fig. 8.—a, Foot of a fly, showing hairs 

bearing bacteria ; b, a single hair more highly 
magnified ; c and c, bacteria. Diagrammatic.

two days after first coming in contact with the 
germs that cause “ enteric.”

Faichnie reared maggots in dejecta infected with 
typhoid bacilli, and he was able to show that the 
flies into which these maggots turned 
contained virulent typhoid germs in 
their intestines. There is absolutely no 
doubt that typhoid is largely conveyed 
by the agency of these insects ; and as 
flies are perfectly controllable, if “the 
people will but have it so,” it is one of 
the disgraces of our civilisation that this 
disease should be so prevalent.

The protective inoculation against 
enteric is now almost perfect, and its 
value is shown by quotations from a 
leaflet issued by the Research Defence 
Society :—

Sir William Leishman, in a letter pub­
lished during the recent war, August 
22nd, 1914, says : “The benefits of 
inoculation are so well recognised in the 
regular forces that we find little diffi­
culty, in foreign stations, in securing 
volunteers for inoculation ; for instance, 
about 93 per cent, of the British garri­
son of India have been protected by 
inoculation; and typhoid fever, which 
used to cost us from 300 to 600 deaths 
annually, was last year responsible for 
less than 20 deaths. Inoculation was 
made compulsory in the American Army 
in 1911, and has practically abolished 
the disease; in 1913 there were only 
three cases, and no deaths in the entire 
army of over 90,000 men.

In Avignon, in the south of France, 
during the summer of 1912, typhoid 
fever broke out in the barracks. 
Of 2,053 men, 1,366 were protected 
were not. The non-protected had 155 
typhoid, of whom 21 died ; the protected had not 
one case. In the winter of 1913 the French Senate 
resolved that the protective treatment should be 
made compulsory throughout the French Army; 
and in special circumstances among the reservists.”

Infantile diarrhoea, which so afflicts the crowded, 
poorer quarters of our cities in the summer, is an­
other disease intimately associated with Musca 

Prepared 
Hewitt.)

and 687 
cases of

domestica. The tubercle bacillus is another 
germ conveyed by flies. House-flies are par­
ticularly fond of feeding on saliva; and Hayward, 
Lord, and Graham-Smith have obtained virulent 
bacilli from the intestines of dejecta of flies which 
had been fed on tubes containing tuberculous 
sputum. These experiments have been amply con­
firmed by other workers. Anyone who has ever 
been in Egypt will remember the terrible sight of 
the flies attacking little children suffering from 
ophthalmia, and it is believed that the wide preva­
lence of this most pitiful trouble is attributable to 
the abundance of flies—the flies of Egypt, a plague 
even in the times of the Pharaohs. Things do not 
alter much in Egypt, and the Biblical plagues are 
wont to recur.

Another disease — anthrax, or wool-sorter’s 
disease—may be conveyed by the same carriers 
from infected cattle to man, and there is a good 
deal of epidemiological and bacteriological evidence 
available to show that flies play an important part 
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Numerical Abundance of Flies. ì........... . ........ .

Deaths from Diarrhoea.

Fatal Cases commencing.

plG 9—Chart illustrating)the relation of the numerical abundance 
of house-flies to summer diarrhoea in the city of Manchester in 1904. 

from statistics and chart given by Niven. (From Gordon

in the spread of cholera, and possibly in dissemina­
ting the organisms which cause yaws and tropical 
sore.

It will be noticed that the fly is not a necessary 
second host for any of these germs. They are con­
veyed simply by contact with the proboscis or the 
legs or some other tainted organ of the fly. The 
bacilli, however, pass through the alimentary canal 
apparently unchanged and unharmed, and are 
deposited either with the regurgitated food from
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the fly’s stomach (Fig. 7), or with the dejecta of 
the insect. There is no subcutaneous inoculation— 
such as takes place in the case of the mosquito 
when it conveys malaria, or in the case of the 
tsetse-fly when it conveys sleeping sickness—where 
the disease-causing organism is injected into the 
human body. The action of the fly is mechanic a1, 
but none the less efficient. The poisoning of the 
soldiers’ food supply was its chief role in the war.

INCOME TAX LEGISLATION.

Model Ordinance to be Prepared.

Further correspondence with the Colonial Office 
regarding West Indian Income Tax Legislation, 
with special reference to the Income Tax Ordi­
nances of Trinidad and Tobago and Grenada, is 
published below :—

»
The West India Committee,

16th June, 1922.
Sir,—I beg to inform you that your letter 

21819/1922 of the 16th May was laid before a meet­
ing of my Executive held on June 8th.

2. They noted that Mr. Secretary Churchill 
was unable to intervene as regards the provisions 
of the Trinidad Income Tax Ordinance, 1922, until 
he had received a copy of the Ordinance as passed 
by the Legislative Council, but that when he did 
receive such a copy, he would carefully consider it 
in consultation with his technical advisers and in 
relation to the representations contained in our 
letter of May 8th, and would recommend to the 
Government of Trinidad any amendments which 
might appear to be desirable.

3. I was instructed to ask whether a copy of the 
Ordinance had been received, and if so, whether 
you would kindly inform my Committee what 
amendments to it, if any, Mr. Secretary Churchill 
proposed to recommend to the Government of 
Trinidad.

4. I was further instructed to ask if you could 
inform them when the report of the Initer-depart­
mental Committee on Income Tax would be avail­
able, and whether, in the event of that Committee 
not having yet completed its investigations, there 
was any further information that The West India 
Committee could supply to it.

5. In conclusion I was to state that the criti­
cisms and suggestions made by my Committee re­
garding the Trinidad Income Tax Legislation applied 
equally to the Grenada Income Tax Ordinance, 
mutatis mutandis, and to express the hope that Mr. 
Secretary Churchill would consequently recommend 
to the Government of Grenada any amendments to 
the Grenada Income Tax Ordinance which might 
appear to be desirable in view of the representa­
tions that had been made regarding it.

I have the honour to be, etc.,
Algernon Aspinall,

Secretary.

The Secretary of State’s Reply.

Downing Street,
30th June, 1922.

Sir,—In reply to your letter No. 8830 of the 16th 
June, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Churchill to 
inform you that the Trinidad Income Tax Ordi­
nance, No. 8 of 1922, has now been received in 
this Department, and that the Interdepartmental 
Income Tax Committee, to whom the Ordinance 
was referred, gave it most careful consideration at 
a recent meeting.

2. Mr. Churchill has not advised His Majesty to 
exercise his power of disallowance in regard to the 
Ordinance, but has made the following observa­
tions in a despatch to the Governor of Tripidad :—

(a) With regard to Section 11 (8), which adopts 
the three years average as the basis of assessment, 
I understand that the Interdepartmental Commit­
tee propose to recommend that the year previous 
to the year of assessment should be retained as 
such basis. Opinion in this country is in favour of 
changing the present practice prevailing here, pro­
vided that proper provision is made for losses. A 
clause embodying this change will, it is understood, 
appear in the model draft.

(b) I am advised that Section 25 (1) should be 
limited to companies incorporated in Trinidad and 
carrying on business there. A local Ordinance 
cannot give a foreign company the power purport­
ing to be conferred by the Section.

(c) Section 26 would appear to be too wide in 
scope, and should be amended in such a way that 
the tax should only be imposed on the amount of 
profit made by a seller in the Colony, and not on 
that made by the purchaser outside. This is the 
practice followed in this country.

(d) With regard to Section 28, I understand that 
the Interdepartmental Committee and those whom 
they have consulted consider that 5 per cent, would 
be a fairer basis for computing the profits of a 
shipping company than the 10 per cent, enacted in 
the Ordinance.

3. It is not yet possible to state definitely on 
what date the report of the Interdepartmental 
Income Tax Committee will be available, but it is 
hoped that the Committee will terminate its work 
at the end of next month.

4. I am to convey Mr. Churchill’s thanks to The 
West India Committee for their kind offer of fur­
ther assistance. He understands, however, that the 
Interdepartmental Committee have now heard suf­
ficient evidence and have collected enough material 
to enable them to complete their task without fur­
ther investigation.

5. With regard to the concluding paragraph of 
your letter under reference, the Interdepartmental 
Committee hope to be able to produce a Model Or­
dinance which will possibly help to remove many of 
the outstanding difficulties connected with Income 
Tax law in the Colonies. It is anticipated that 
Grenada along with other Colonies will be requested 
to bring its Income Tax Legislation into conformity 
with the provisions of the Model Ordinance.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

G. Grindle.
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THE WEST INDIAN CLUB.
Major J. A. Burdon Entertained.

Major J. A. Burdon, C.M.G., Administrator of 
St. Kitts-Nevis, was the guest of The West Indian 
Club on July 14th, Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G., 
Hon. Treasurer of the Club, presiding.

Proposing the health of their guest, Mr. Aspinall 
said that Major Burdon was in the heyday of a 
brilliant Colonial career. After leaving Cambridge, 
he had discarded the mighty pen for a still mightier 
sword, serving successively in the Manchester Regi­
ment, the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, and 
the Cameron Highlanders, and seeing a good deal 
of active service with the Royal Niger Company’s 
forces at the close of the nineteenth century, when 
he was mentioned in despatches on no fewer than 
four occasions. It was, he believed, largely due 
to Major Burdon’s tact, courage, and determina­
tion that what was now a province of Nigeria had 
been saved for the British Crown.

Their guest’s connection with the West Indies 
might be said to date from 1910, when he had been 
appointed Colonial Secretary of Barbados. His 
wise administration and princely hospitality had 
shown that he was already well fitted to fill the 
position of a Colonial Governor, which he would 
no doubt shortly be called upon to occupy. More­
over, at the outbreak of war he had placed Barba­
dos in a posture of defence, throwing across the 
mouth of the harbour an impenetrable boom which 
had been commended by the Admiralty. Mean­
while. Major Burdon had been called upon to act as 
Administrator of Dominica. During the too short 
time in which he had filled this position, he had 
evolved a scheme of road construction which had 
met with the approval not only of the Legislature 
and people of Dominica, but also of the Secretary 
of State, and it had been no fault of Major Burdon’s 
that the £25,000 earmarked for roads had been 
subsequently frittered away on temporary pallia­
tives.

The speaker then came to Major Burdon’s ad­
ministration of St. Kitts, referring especially to his 
compilation of the standard maps of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and to his valuable services in improving 
the health of the people. So successful had his and 
Mrs. Burdon’s efforts been in this direction, that 
the Presidency afforded an object-lesson of what 
could be effected in ameliorating that curse of the 
West Indies, infantile mortality, and those distress­
ing complaints known as yaws and venereal dis­
ease. Testimony to their beneficent work had been 
given by Dr. Laetitia Fairfield, who declared that 
in dealing with venereal disease, St. Kitts was 
in advance of the whole of the rest of the West 
Indies, and by Mr. Edward Wood, who in his recent 
report had specially singled out Mrs. Burdon for 
commendation for her work in tackling, the pro­
blem of infantile mortality, which last year showed 
a reduction of no less than 25 per cent, over the 
preceding year’s figures.

He concluded by saying that it was peculiarly 
appropriate that the Club should be entertaining 
the Administrator of St. Kitts-Nevis, inasmuch as 
we were on the eve of the 300th anniversary of 
English settlement in St. Kitts, and consequently 

the tercentenary of the British West Indies, 
which he hoped would be commemorated through­
out the length and breadth of those Colo­
nies. He asked Major Burdon whether it was 
merely a coincidence that steps were already being 
taken to re-establish the tobacco industry, the first 
form of cultivation introduced into St. Kitts by 
Thomas Warner. Possibly at next year’s celebra­
tions we might be regaled with the bouquet of 
Kittifonian cigars besides that of the fragrant 
Jamaica weed.

Major Burdon, responding to the toast, which was 
cordially received, said that the Chairman had 
spoken in laudatory terms of what wTas known in 
Barbados as “ Burdon’s Folly.” The credit for 
this piece of engineering, which might certainly 
claim to have been effective, seeing that no German 
raider attacked Barbados, was really due to Mr. 
Ernest Bowen. As regards what had been said on 
the subject of public health, Maior Burdon paid a 
tribute to non-resident proprietors, who, he said, 
had shown themselves fully cognisant of the advan­
tage of saving life in the West Indies. The St. 
Kitts Baby Saving League had only been in exist­
ence for one year, but was already a thing to boast 
about. In this connection he was glad to see Dr. 
G. B. Mason present, and wished him the same suc­
cess with his scheme for a West India Health and 
Welfare Society as he had had in founding The 
West Indian Club.

The idea of Tercentenary celebrations was not 
being overlooked in St. Kitts. It was true that 
Barbados had celebrated its three hundredth anni­
versary in 1909, but all that that marked was the 
cutting of a few words on a piece of wood. With 
the exception of Barbados and Trinidad, St. Kitts 
could claim to have been responsible for the colo­
nisation of the entire British West Indies. They 
intended to mark the occasion by making a really 
good cricket ground, to raise the funds for which 
they proposed to issue a special Tercentenary 
Postage Stamp.

The credit for the revived cultivation of tobacco 
was due to the Governor. A Kittifonian cigar 
would not be available next year, and all that 
could be hoped for at present was the production 
of a kind of Boer tobacco.

In conclusion, he said that St. Kitts was not 
“ broke,” and not downhearted. In that Presidency 
they had a number of men keenly interested in the 
Colony, and keenly alive to the value of economy, 
whose advice he had found specially valuable.

Dr. G. B. Mason then proposed the health of the 
Chairman, who briefly responded, and it was unani­
mously agreed to send a cablegram of good wishes 
to Mrs. Burdon.

The company present included : Mr. John Allsop, Mr. 
Norton Breton, Mr. L. de Mercado, Mr. A. Elder, Mr. 
P. Greenwood, Mr. A. Hirsch, Mr. Justice E. C. 
Jackman, Mr. Gilfred N. Knight, Mr. J. F. L. 
Lamport,, Colonel G. A. O. Lane, Captain G. Hudson 
Lvall, Dr. H. Gray Massiah, Captain F. F. C. Messum, 
Mr. E. W. Mason, Dr. G. B. Mason, Hon. William 
Morrison, Mr. G. Parrott, Mr. C. K. Pile, Mr. G. D. 
Pile, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. M. 
Howard Smith, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, Mr. E. 
Sturridge and Mr. Clifton Wright.
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GOLD COAST CACAO.

Difficulties of Transportation.
General Guggisberg, Governor of the Gold Coast, 

reviewing the situation in respect of the colony, 
states that with regard to cacao there Ihas been no 
falling off in the demand. There was every reason to 
suppose that it would obtain an export of 140,000 
tons by the 31st March. This will probably leave 
some 40,000 tons of this year’s harvest for export 
during the coming year. This amount, however, 
covers only the produce of those districts which are 
within a commercially payable radius of transport­
ation, according to West Africa.

As regards future productive capacity, he has 
during the past year made a close study of this 
subject, based on the observation of political and 
agricultural officers and merchants and on his own 
personal observations. A study of the map show­
ing the area suitable for cacao cultivation and 
those portions of it which are within reason­
ably paying distance of the railway or the sea 
ports, reveals one fact very clearly : The cultivation 
of cacao which is a non-indigenous product is gener­
ally thickest within a day’s march of the railway 
or of good motor roads, and gradually thins off as 
the distance increases. There are two large areas in 
which, even during the period of cacao boom, the 
farmer is unable to dispose of his crop to any 
appreciable extent. The first area comprises the 
whole of the north of the Central Province, tlhe 
eastern portion of the Obuasi district, and the 
north-western portion of the Akim-Abuakwa dis­
trict. The above area is rich with cacao fields, but 
by far the greater part of the crop is absolutely 
wasted for lack of transportation. The second 
area is a considerably larger one, and consists of 
the whole of the western half of the Western 
Provinces of both Ashanti and the Colony. Even 
during the boom very little cacao came from this 
area—at present prices none at all. Motor roads 
have been pushed out as rapidly as possible, but 
until a railway goes through the country the in­
creased export will not be appreciable.

At a modest estimate, from 20,000 to 30,000 tons 
from existing cacao plantations of the areas just 
mentioned did not reach the beach, even during 
the high prices of 1920. At present prices, far 
more is lost. The cacao is there and is waiting to 
be taken away. In addition to that, the farmer of 
the Western Province has naturally no incentive at 
the present time to maintain his existing farms, and 
has certainly none to increase his production. The 
moment it is decided to build a railway to any 
part of the cacao district new plantations will 
spring up everywhere, and production in that dis­
trict will be doubled.

The Governor states that he proposes, in due 
course, to publish the result of his investigations. 
These lead him to believe that the Gold Coast 
Colony and Ashanti are at present producing some 
170,000 tons of cacao annually, and are capable of 
producing at least 200,000. It is to be regretted 
that this last figure has been published as their 
present production. Such, of course, is not the 
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case. Their greatest export of cacao in any one 
year was 176,000 tons in 1919, but it is understood 
that this was largely part of the previous year’s 
harvest. In 1920 they exported 124,000 tons, and 
in 1921, 133,000 tons. As these are far greater 
than in any previous year except 1919, it is obvious 
that their cacao production is increasing at a rapi4 
rate, and, given means of transportation, will easily 
reach and maintain an annual output of 200,000 
tons, a figure also given by the recent Trade and 
Taxation Committee.

Besides investigating cacao diseases and the 
chemical properties of cacao soil, the Agricultural 
Department has made steady progress in develop­
ing other industries. Striking success has so far 
attended the development of the Accra Sisal Planta­
tions, and the report of a committee on its future 
prospects will, in due course, be laid on the table. 
They were fortunate in securing the services of an 
efficient planter in Mr. Lyne, to whose energy and 
initiative and hard work the success of the planta­
tion is entirely due.

Three communal coconut plantations have been 
started, one in each province of the Colony, and 
have made satisfactory progress. The experiment 
of employing Singhalese instructors has proved 
successful.

DOMINICA LIME SQUASH.
With reference to the suggestion made in Mr. 

Wood’s report that non-alcoholic beverages other 
than lime juice cordial similar to the Australian 
Kia-Ora Lemon Squash might be manufactured 
out of Dominica limes, it should be mentioned that 
for some years past Messrs. L. Rose and Co. have 
had on the market a Lime Squash which they call 
Zetril. This beverage is the nearest approach to 
the juice of fresh limes that has yet been offered 
for sale.

Mr. Wood’s remarks will probably result in 
further experiments being made. Meanwhile the 
following particulars of processes of producing 
lemon juice and lemon oil now under trial at Jaffa 
in Palestine should be of interest.

The lemons on arrival at the factory are peeled 
by machinery worked bv hand. The interior of the 
lemons is then placed in large presses from which 
all the juice is extracted. The machine is so de 
signed so that it does not crush the pips which 
would give an unpleasant taste to the resultant 
juice. The juice is put into bottles with an addi­
tion of 4 to 5 per cent, of sugar.

The peel is then placed in a vat for distillation, 
and the essential essence of lemon oil is extracted 
and then rectified. Four to five per cent, of alcohol 
is added, and the product is then saleable.

From 22,000 lemons which were purchased at 
the cost of £E.13, it is possible to make 100 kilos 
of essence of oil and 800 litres of lemon juice.

The entire process of conversion of 22,000 lemons 
occupies six men for a period of five days and one 
man for a period of 30 days. Should the result 
of this experiment prove satisfactory, Dr. Yevnin 
proposes to establish his factory on a considerably 
larger scale.
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JAMAICA'S FUTURE. HONDURAS TIMBER RESOURCES

Sound Agricultural Advice.

Jamaica lives in the present—“ Sufficient for the 
day, etc.” “This,” says the Journal of the Jamaica 
Agricultural Society, “applies forcibly to the pre­
sent time. We live and move and have our being 
principally by the export of our staple products.

“ From 1914 until now, very little fresh planting 
has taken place with most of our crops, and we 
have less coffee, cacao, orange and grapefruit trees 
than we had when the war broke out and the neces­
sity for applying ourselves to produce our own food 
arose. Unfortunately trees that cost money and 
years of time to bring to bearing were ruthlessly 
chopped down to make room for cane.

“ The banana industry is our chief money-making 
industry, yet those who know the effects of Panama 
Disease in Central America have stated that there 
may be no ‘ Jamaica ’ bananas here to export ten 
years hence, i.e., our present commercial variety. 
We trust that this is too pessimistic a view, and 
that with the increasing efforts being made to check 
this disease where it has occurred, and our more 
favourable conditions for checking it, there will be 
districts left immune. But we should not trust to 
that, for unless we find new areas to plant bananas 
—and there is not much room left in Jamaica 
to grow bananas that can be economically marketed 
—there must be a reduction of output. Yet there 
are some places suitable for growing bananas and 
cacao and coffee, and within a short distance of 
sea or rail, if a few roads were made to tap them, 
where there is little of these products grown to­
day.

“ The valleys of the parish of Hanover are not 
planted with bananas to the extent they once were, 
and they were never fully exploited. There is good 
land in the valley bottoms, and room for an output 
of many thousands of bunches per week.

“ What we want right away is to take advantage 
of the banana boom and insist that cacao should 
be planted on every place suitable, and in the 
higher altitudes, coffee. In the uplands of Man­
chester, St. Ann, and St. Catherine, also, orange 
trees should be planted. There should be no delay. 
There need be no waiting for young cacao plants 
from nurseries; these can be used later. Take the 
best cacao pods from the best trees, and plant three 
seeds in the shade of the young bananas, protecting 
the seeds and marking the spot with three or four 
stakes around. It is also good to plant two or three 
Overlook Beans around the cacao seeds for early 
shade, and further to mark the place.

“ Young coffee trees are available in abundance 
where old coffee trees stand. Lift the best of these 
carefully with a ball of earth attached, and plant 
out in a previously prepared place. Prepare a 
nursery bed and plant Seville orange seeds; these 
also can be planted at stake, i.e., where they are to 
be kept to grow.

“ Those with plenty of old Seville orange trees 
should use them for budding selected sweet oranges 
or grape fruit.”

Mr. Hummers Hopeful Report.

(Continued from page 312.)
Pine forests cover one-third of the whole coun­

try, the trees growing on poor sandy soil which is 
of little use for agriculture. The present stock 
of pinewood, like that of mahogany, is also sub­
normal, being only one-tenth to one-fifth of what 
it should be. The natural production is plentiful, 
but many trees are destroyed by fire every year. 
All that is required to get these pine forests fully 
stocked is to protect them from fire during the 
dry season. This measure can be applied on a 
large scale, and is not expensive. The quality of 
the British Honduras pinewood is good, similar, 
though slightly inferior, to American pitch pine; 
this is the opinion of a large American lumber 
company which has tested pine logs from British 
Honduras. As this wood is still quite unknown in 
the world’s market, there may be some prejudice 
against it at the beginning, as timber merchants 
are inclined to be very conservative; however, 
this difficulty can be overcome. The Consolidated 
Naval Stores, Jacksonville, Florida, are consider­
ing pine operations in British Honduras on a large 
scale, but have difficulty at present in financing 
them; they require a capital of $750,000 for doing 
them. American forest experts anticipate that the 
supply of similar pine wood in the United States 
will be nearly exhausted in about 10 years. The 
British Honduras pine forests should be brought 
into a good condition bv that time.

The chewing gum is the product of various kinds 
of Sapodilla trees, which grow wild in British 
Honduras. They are scattered over large areas 
like mahogany. Four different kinds of Sapodilla 
trees have come to Mr. Hummel’s notice. The 
best kind is being gradually exterminated by ruth­
less tapping. The chicle (chewing gum) of three 
of the above-mentioned four varieties is inferior. 
Good chicle is often mixed with bad chicle and 
with substitutes from other trees. The trade in 
chicle in Central America is considerable, and the 
world’s demand is supposed to be increasing since 
the habit of chewing is spreading from America 
to other countries. The cost of collecting the 
chicle from the relatively few and scattered trees, 
and of bringing the collected chicle to the port of 
export is great.

The prospects for concentrated growth of the 
best species of Sapodilla in pure Sapodilla forests 
(which has apparently never yet been tried) 
appear to be almost as good at the present time 
as the prospects were about 18 years ago for grow­
ing Para rubber in pure plantations. In pure 
Sapodilla forests there would be much saving in 
collecting and transporting the chicle; there would 
be no risk of getting it mixed with inferior quality 
and substitutes; there would be clean handling and 
cooking in a central factory. If it is desired to 
produce good chicle in this way (in pure Sapodilla 
forests), it would be important to make an early 
start before other countries do so. The Sapodilla
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trees produce good hard wood besides chicle, and 
the best of the four species produces also a good 
edible fruit.

As regards other useful woods in British 
Honduras, about 200 different species have come 
under the notice of Mr. Hummel, who estimates 
their total stock to be not less than 50,000,000 
tons, which no attempt has, so far, been made to 
exploit. Their systematic exploitation would help 
to finance the construction of roads and railways. 
A timber syndicate of Washington has arranged 
to send a representative to British Honduras this 
year, with a view to studying the possibility of 
and utilising these secondary woods on a large 
scale. This concern is inclined to construct 15 
miles of railway at its own expense, if the results 
of its investigations prove satisfactory.

Mr. Hummel’s conclusions are that the forests 
of British Honduras are of such a nature that with 
relatively little expenditure, and within a rela­
tively short period, good results may be expected. 
If money can be made available for improving 
these forests systematically, it will be possible to 
grant concessions for exploiting the timber on 
selected areas on the condition that the conces­
sionaires should build roads and railways at their 
own expense. Nearly the whole of the country 
can be opened up systematically in this way. It 
pays to construct a logging railway into a 
mahogany forest as soon as the exploitable stock 
of mahogany is raised to about one-tenth of what 
would be normal, whilst the present stock is only 
about one-twentieth or less. It is certainly not 
necessary to wait until these forests are fully 
stocked. Money spent on systematic forest im­
provements in British Honduras may, therefore, 
be considered a good and productive investment 
in more than one respect, viz., from a purely 
financial point of view, as well as from the point 
of view of political economy and general adminis­
tration. ________ _______

(Continued jrom page 339.)
Financial Control in British Guiana.

Mr. Stewart asked on July 5th whether it would not 
be possible to localise the present antiquated system 
of financial control in British Guiana to Georgetown 
and its immediate neighbourhood, and work the hinter­
land entirely under Colonial Office control. Mr. Wood 
replied that this was a very difficult and broad ques­
tion of policy which he must excuse himself replying 
about then. He was aware that there was a British 
deputation at present in British Guiana, but he 
thought it was more prudent to await the result.
Air* Transport in the West Indies.

Mr. Wood informed Sir E. Bartley-Denniss on July 
4th that Messrs. Elders & Fyffes had announced their 
intention of running a monthly service which would 
place the Eastern and Western groups of West Indian 
Colonies in direct communication with one another. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies was fully pre­
pared, in conjunction with the Secretary of State for 
Air, to consider the encouragement of any scheme for 
air transport in the Colonies which appeared to offer a 
prospect of eventually becoming self-supporting, but 
there would scarcely appear to be justification at pre­
sent for asking the Governments of any of the Colo­
nies to contribute to the cost of air transport.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

The Preference “ Undertaking.”
Continuing the debate on the Colonial Office Vote 

on July nth, Mr. Gideon Murray asked what steps 
the Government proposed to take in order to give effect 
to their undertaking that the preference to British 
sugars should be based on a ten years’ agreement. He 
did not wish to raise the whole issue of preference at 
that moment, but it was very important if the sugar 
producers in the British Empire were to get the fullest 
advantage from the preference which had been granted, 
that they should be given it upon a ten years’ basis.

Mr. Wood explained that, as had been repeatedly 
stated in that House, that guarantee of preference that 
he had been authorised to give in the West Indies had 
been a guarantee that was applicable to all Imperial 
products from whatever part of the Empire on objects 
that enjoyed a preference, and that guarantee had to 
remain at the same rate of proportionate preference 
for a period of ten years. Captain Benn asked 
whether it involved any undertaking on the part of the 
Government that the whole duty should not in any 
case be removed. Mr. Wood replied that he wished 
it did, but it did not. All it did was to guarantee 
that, whatever the duty, they should have propor­
tionate preference for that period, and his hon. friend 
recognised very well that if the duties were reduced to 
a very low figure, the value of the proportionate pre­
ference would be proportionately diminished. He 
would take the opportunity of saying that there had 
been, he thought, some misunderstanding in the West 
Indies and elsewhere, and he wished to make it abso­
lutely plain that, so far as His Majesty’s Government 
had the power, they wished to do everything in their 
power to secure the continuance of this policy, and 
they were confident that that policy would do some­
thing to encourage and restore confidence that had 
been impaired in the sugar industry by these very diffi­
cult times.

Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy asked whether any 
sort of pledge had been given to the West Indies with 
regard to preference in the future, and if any attempt 
had been made to bind future Governments. If a 
pledge had been given by the hon. gentleman, it put 
his party in a very curious position should they come 
into power. They did not want to be taunted with 
wishing to break pledges. The House ought to have 
been asked if that were the case. He admitted he was 
not fully seized of the situation, but he thought the 
lion, gentleman had rather exceeded his power. Mr. 
Wood said that he could give his assurance that he 
had not exceeded his powers, and the Government, 
through him, had given an undertaking to the West 
Indies for a period of ten years, but in giving that 
undertaking they had been conscious that they could 
not bind their successors, as, obviously, no Govern­
ment could bind its successors. But in giving it, they 
were not unconscious that it was one of the honour­
able traditions of public life in this country, from 
which his hon. and gallant friend, if he formed a 
Government, would be most reluctant to depart, that 
pledges which had been given responsibly, and after 
due reflection by predecessors of whatever party, 
should be fulfilled. Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy 
said that he believed he was voicing the opinion of 
many Liberals in the country and Members of the 
Labour Party when he said that they could not hold 
themselves bound by that. He was the last to say 
we could not carry out pledges entered into legiti­
mately. This one had been smuggled through.
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The Colonial Office Mission.

In the course of the discussion on the Colonial Office 
Vote on July 4th, Mr. Wood referred to his visit to the 
West Indies, which he described as in the nature of an 
experiment in Colonial administration. He laid em­
phasis on the warmth of feeling and hospitality of 
which the party were the recipients. He hoped that 
the undertaking that he was authorised to give on 
behalf of the Government of the continuance of the 
existing proportion of preference for a period of ten 
years would go some way to assist to restore confidence 
among those communities which had suffered so 
severely. Whether the Government now or at any 
future date might be disposed to go further was ob­
viously a concern of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He himself had endeavoured to state the West Indian 
case as faithfully as he could to that Minister. If it 
were important to maintain in these Colonies as a con­
dition of progress and. stability a European element, 
that depended upon the prosperity of the sugar indus­
try—a condition which should not be lost sight of.

As regards the movement for representative govern­
ment, whilst we had, in the West Indies, the universal 
foundations of loyalty, confidence in British adminis­
tration, and good will, that was the time to meet the 
demands to the utmost legitimate extent. It was pos­
sible that as time went on, wisdom might suggest and 
events might warrant further advances along these 
lines. For the present it was deemed essential to 
maintain in some form or other the ultimate control 
exercised on behalf of Parliament by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. Political Federation was a 
very attractive proposition, but he was at present 
driven to admit that public opinion in these Colonies 
was far too centrifugal to make West Indian federa­
tion immediately practicable. He regarded the grant 
of some measure of representative institutions as the 
first step in education towards this larger policy.

Coming to British Guiana, after detailing the ob­
stacles which hindered its exploitation, such as its. lack 
of population, the rich alluvial coast belt being under 
sea level, and the wide waterways being interrupted 
by unmanageable rapids, Mr. Wood stated that in his 
judgment the only way to obtain the development of 
the Colony was to make a frank appeal to private en­
terprise—that private enterprise which would realise 
the possibilities, take count of the opportunities, and 
be prepared to wait for its reward. Any such attempt 
that was substantially conceived and intelligently 
directed would be deserving of very generous treat­
ment at the hands of the Government. He concluded 
by saying that he looked eagerly to the Colonial Office, 
whatever might be the political complexion of any 
future House of Commons, to endeavour to make a 
repetition of such visits as that entrusted to him an 
integral portion of Imperial policy.

Col. Wedgwood said that the best stroke of work 
the House had done in recent times in connection with 
Colonial matters had been sending the Under-Secretary 
to the West Indies. He criticised, however, Mr. 
Wood’s recommendation that a representative to the 
Colonial assemblies should, live in the constituency 
that selected him. Mr. Ormsby Gore said that it was 
important to have people in the legislatures who were 
interested in the mountainous districts or m distant 
parts away from the capital, and who would bring 
their grievances properly before the legislature. The 
danger in the West Indies to-day was that. everything 
was done for the central town, and very little for the 
outlying parishes. He believed that Federation would 
come about sooner than his hon. friend (Mr. Wood) 
thought. There was nothing that wanted more help, 

encouragement or push than the question of public 
health. The mortality rates were very high. Many 
of the doctors were grossly underpaid, an<J some im­
petus was wanted to induce the public not to rely ex­
clusively on the doctors, but to do something them­
selves. From the economic point of view, the West 
Indian people felt that this country had not done all it 
might to help the British West Indies. They saw that 
the exports of Porto Rico had gone up 2,000 or 3,000 
per cent, owing to the economic stimulus and en­
couragement which America had given to those places 
since she had taken them over, and they argued, if 
America could do this, why could not Great Britain 
also? He would like to see something like a West 
Indian Trade Commissioner and a West Indian Trade 
Office opened in one of our big public thoroughfares 
to bring home to the people of this country the vast 
possibilities still awaiting development in these 
islands, and particularly in Trinidad, Jamaica, and 
British Guiana. He had formed the opinion that in 
spite of the present economic depression, with drastic 
oversight by the Colonial Office on the Government’s 
expenditure in those Colonies, the corner would be 
turned. In a colony like Jamaica, where there was 
continual pressure upon the Government to spend more 
money on this and that, it required a man with a very 
big stick at the Colonial Office to prevent unnecessary 
expenditure.

Mr. Percy Hurd said it was essential that the cable 
problem should be resolutely faced. He would be 
glad to hear what progress was being made with the 
proposal for a direct cable from Bermuda to Barbados. 
Again, the use of wireless in Colonies like the West 
Indies was incalculable as feeders to the cables. He 
would ask the Secretary of State if he would bear in 
mind the possibility of bringing the British West 
Indies within the Empire wireless project.

Mr. Gideon Murray said that the West Indian 
report was one of the most valuable reports which had 
ever been issued in connection with the Crown Col­
onies. He went on to say that the defederation of the 
Leeward Islands, in his opinion, was as important as 
the federation of any of the other islands. .He wel­
comed the proposal for the association of Trinidad and 
the Windward Islands under a single Governor, with 
this reservation, that the single Governor should only 
be concerned with the common affairs of these islands, 
and the local administrators should be permitted to 
communicate direct with the Colonial Office upon all 
their local affairs. Lieut.-Colonel Freemantle said 
that it was a pity that the Under-Secretary had 
not been able to go on to British Honduras, 
where he would have found an outbreak of 
yellow fever which had been predicted by Sir 
Rupert Boyce, 17 years before, and could easily 
have been prevented but for the usual proverbial 
policy in sanitary matters, of “wait and see.

11 Home Grown ” Beet Shares.
Sir G. Collins, who asked on the 12th June, what 

change had taken place in the value of the shares in 
the British Sugar Beet Company since the announce­
ment that the Excise Duty on home-grown sugar 
would be removed, was informed by Sir Robert Horne 
(Chancellor of the Exchequer) that the alteration in 
the average price of the shares of Home Grown Sugar, 
Limited, since 30th March last was negligible. Sir 
Robert added that he had no information as to the 
English Beet Sugar Corporation, Limited.

(Continued at foot of page 338.)
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By Agronomist.

Increasing interest, says Facts about Sugar, is 
being taken in the manufacture of building board 
—Celotex, as it is called in Louisiana—from 
megass. It is stated that the money value in this 
form of megass is far greater than when it is used 
as a fuel. A .$500,000 plant for Celotex manufac­
ture has been installed.

* *
The Bureau of Chemistry of the Agricultural 

Department of the United States says, in Bulletin 
No. 103 : “A table syrup of high palatability and 
agreeable colour can be made from sugar-cane 
without the addition of any bleaching or clarifying 
substance of any kind, and without any other 
manipulation than the application of heat, mechani­
cal skimming, settling and filtering.”

* * *
As the result of four years’ feeding tests with 

cane-sugar molasses, conducted at the Livestock 
Experimental Station at Jeannerette, in Louisiana, 
it was found that in fattening pigs, giving them all 
the molasses they could absorb, in the case of 
molasses-fed animals, 100 lbs. gain in weight was 
obtained, at a cost of $3.95, while in the case in 
which molasses had not been given, the 100 lbs. 
cost $4.19.

* * * .
A little blue butterfly, scientifically known as 

Catachrysops onejus, does considerable damage in 
Honolulu to the bean crops used for green manur­
ing in connection with the cane cultivation. Mr. 
F. X. Williams, the field entomologist of the 
Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ Association, has recently 
been on a mission to the Philippines, having for its 
object the discovery of some hostile insect to deal 
with the pest, and has returned with four descrip­
tions of wasps, one hundred specimens of which 
have been let loose in the canefields near the Experi­
mental Station.

* * *
It has always been a vexed question in Louisiana 

as to how and where the sugar-cane borer spends 
his winter, and a new theory on the subject has 
been advanced by Dr. T. E. Holloway, of the 
United States Bureau of Agriculture, in Facts 
about Sugar, who considers that in the cane fields 
planted in October borers remain in the larval stage 
through the winter, becoming moths in the spring. 
These deposit eggs on the young plants, and the 
trouble begins. The cane borer moths are remark­
ably fruitful. Dr. Holloway stating that if put to 
it one pair of moths could produce millions of indi­
viduals between spring and winter.

* * #
The uses of the Nipa palm are many. From the 

main stem salt is produced, from the stems of tlhe 
flower, sugar. The stems are used as floats for 
timber rafts, and for native fireplaces. When 
rotten stems are found floating in the streams, thev 
are collected, dried, and ground to a fine powder, 
said to be most efficacious in the treatment of 
wounds. The skin mside the base of the leaf stems 
is largely used for boat balers, while the leaf stems 
themselves are used for flooring. The heart is 

eaten as a vegetable. The leaf ribs are used for 
making brooms, the flower is made into a preserve, 
and the husks of the fruit into brushes, the fruit 
itself being used instead of betel nut.

* * *
One of the most striking instruments of modern 

times for chemical analysis is the spectrograph, by 
means of which a photograph is obtained of the 
spectrum of the substance examined. So delicate 
is the process that a single drop of London tap 
water, dried and submitted to the electric arc, 
shows the presence of the sodium, magnesium and 
calcium it contains, although the total solid matter 
present does not exceed the three-thousandth part 
of a grain, and the ten-thousandth part of ] per 
cent, of lead can be identified in a complex mix­
ture. The process can also be used for quantitative 
determinations of the metals even present in minute 
traces, the photograph being a permanent record 
from which the percentage figures can be calculated.

* * *
In that portion of the Zuyder Zee called the 

Wadden Zee, between the mainland and the chain 
of islands extending towards the German coast, 
there is an area of some three miles in circumfer­
ence where seaweed grows abundantly. The water 
is comparatively shallow, and the bed on which 
the seaweed grows is not more than five feet below 
the surface. The leaping season is from June to 
August, and the seaweed is mown with scythes, the 
crop being spread out over the adjacent fields to 
dry in the sun. When it becomes black it is soaked 
in water and redried, when it is ready for the 
market. The United States Consul in Amsterdam 
states that from 2,000 to 3,000 tons are exported 
annually from that city. The seaweed is chiefly 
used in Holland for filling mattresses.

* * *
One of the greatest dangers which threatens 

modern science is the mechanical turning out of 
“ Scientists ” by training establishments. Scholas­
tic acquirements and practical experience are all 
very well in their way, but are not sufficient to 
produce a true scientist. For this the fundamental 
want is a scientific mentality, the power to originate 
a line of research in the right direction, and to 
aPPly the results obtained to practical use for the 
benefit of mankind; not the mere ability to reel 
out results of experiments, which are far too often 
“ vain repetitions.” The practical agricultural 
scientific knowledge of many of the old nations 
which have died off, or become effete—the 
Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Aztecs—were, in 
many respects, as is gradually being recognised as 
the result of antiquarian investigation, far in ad­
vance of ours, and it is not impossible that 
their decadence was coincident with the decline 
of scientific mentality, especially as regards 
agriculture. The bov is the father of the man, 
and a great responsibility rests with his school­
master in the direction of determining Ihis fitness 
or np-t for a scientific career, but a further respon­
sibility, and a heavy one, with those who have 
charge of his scientific training, so that he should 
not become a mere imitative machine. Here the 
Trinidad Agricultural College should help.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 318.)

Mr. and Mrs. Phillipps’s house “ Miramar ” is a 
charming bungalow set in a garden of bright flowers 
sloping down to the road, which takes you eventu­
ally round the East end of the island to Port 
Antonio. It commands an exquisite view of the 
sea, which breaks into white foam on a fringe of 
coral reefs running parallel with the shore at this 
spot. Their nearest neighbour is Mrs. Phillipps’s 
brother, Mr. C. Hope Levy, who now fills the im­
portant position of Custos, formerly held by the 
unfortunate von Ketelholdt.

Diagonally to the north-west from Morant Bay 
stretches the broad Blue Mountain Valley, in the 
lower part of which—so broad that it is almost a 
plain—stands the old- 
time sugar estate of 
Serge Island. We had 
heard a good deal of the 
enterprise of its man­
ager, Mr. Henry Hol­
gate, a Canadian, but 
were frankly surprised 
on visiting the place, to 
find what he was doing 
to meet the stress of 
competition of modem 
times. One hundred 
years ago the sugar 
canes at Serge Island 
were crushed by water 
power, as we were re­
minded by a massive 
aqueduct, whose ancient 
stone fabric is now pic­
turesquely overgrown 
with creepers and fes­
tooned with lianes. Then 
for a long time the mills 
“ went about,” to use a 
West Indian term, by 
steam. Now there has been a reversal to type and 
water is once more used—not, it is true, directly, 
as in former days, but to generate electric power 
for the purpose. To this end a mighty dam has 
been thrown across the Johnson River about a 
mile and a half away, and a hydro-electric plant, 
including several 250 horse-power dynamos, estab­
lished at its base. The power so obtained is con­
veyed to the factory, where it performs every func­
tion save that of actually boiling the juice and dis­
tilling the rum. The initial outlay on this great 
work was £22,000, but Mr. Holgate expects to 
profit bv saving a heavy annual bill for fuel and 
also by efficiency.

The* dam had iust been completed when we 
inspected it, and the great lake now formed above 
it promises to add greatly to the amenities of life 
of the residents in the Great House, by affording 
fishing and boating to its residents.

But Serge Island is not the only estate in 
Jamaica on which modern methods are now 

applied to the manufacture of sugar. There is a 
story told of a planter in a neighbouring island 
who, when it was suggested to him that a cane 
coated with juice already crystallising in the sun, 
had not been properly crushed, replied “ Maan, 
doan’t you think that that old mill knaows a baad 
caane when he sees ’em ? ” Many people believe 
that this kind of thing still goes on in the West 
Indies; but they are absolutely mistaken. The 
old-time planter who lived on his estate and was a 
manufacturer as well as an agriculturist, is rapidly 
dying out and no one can truthfully say that, 
taking them as a whole, the British West Indies are 
behind the times in respect of sugar production, 
though their units of manufacture may be smaller 
than the huge centrals of Cuba—which, some 
think, have exceeded economic limits.

During my visit a large new sugar factory was 
taking off its crop of canes at Barnard Lodge, near 
Spanish Town. Its owners were two enthusiastic 

The Serge Island Dam.

resourceful Jamaicans, the brothers Lindo, who, 
after making a fortune in Central or South 
America, had returned to the island of their birth 
with that homing instinct so characteristic of the 
West Indies, which similarly brought Dr. Graham 
Pilgrim back to Barbados. Their great factory, 
that had sprung up as if in a night, since the out­
break of the war, on lands which were formerly a 
“ pen” (as Jamaica’s cattle ranches are called), was 
my first “ port of call ” in the course of a day’s 
drive across and right along the island to Montego 
B Our way out of Kingston lay along the dusty 

Spanish Town road, and it was worth being nearly 
blinded by dust to see once again those two his­
toric landmarks on it, the old Ferry Inn, and a 
little beyond that the famous Cotton Tree, immor­
talised bv Michael Scott in “ Tom Cringle’s Log. 
The old Ferry Inn has been allowed, alas I to fall 
into rack and ruin. Formerly the halfway house 
between Kingston and Spanish Town, its glory has
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departed and it is no longer used as a tavern. Its 
balcony, or gallery, supported on stone piers, is 
tottering, and its chances of surviving another 
earthquake look remote. It is most certainly de­
serving of a better fate, if only for the memories of 
the past which it conjures up. Lady Nugent, the 
wife of Major-General George Nugent, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jamaica from 1801 to 1806, gives in 
her journal a delightful account of what the com­
pany at the inn was like in its palmy days. Under 
the date of June 13th, 1803, she wrote of a visit 
to it* :

“I was much entertained, for the inn is situated on 
the road, between Kingston and Spanish Town, and it 
was very diverting to see odd figures, and extra­
ordinary equipages, constantly passing—kittareens, 
sulkies, mules, and donkeys. Then a host of gentle­
men, who were taking their sangaree in the Piazza; 
and their vulgar buckism amused me very much. 
Some of them got half tipsy, and then began petition­
ing me for my interest with his Honour—to redress 
the grievance of one, to give a place to another, and 
so forth; in short, it was a picture for Hogarth.”

No less deserving of respect is Tom Cringle’s 
cotton tree, whose immense trunk was described 
by Michael Scott as ie twenty feet through of solid 
timber : that is, not including the enormous spars 
that shoot out like buttresses, and end in strong, 
twisted roots, that strike deep into the earth and 
form stays, as it were, to the tree in all directions.” 

(To be concluded.)

CORRESPONDENCE.
Jamaica’s First Motor-Car.

Old Hall, Ramsden, 9th July, 1922.
Sir,—I do not think the “credit” of introducing the 

motor car into Jamaica belongs to the West India 
Regiment. In 1904, if not earlier, Mr. Ernest Nuttall, 
to the admiration of all beholders, used to glide 
sedately about the Liguanea Plain, with Mrs. Nuttall, 
in a small steam-driven gig, and I think it was not 
later than the same year that Mr. John Lockett, of 
Troja, had a primitive chain-driven Buick, which was 
the first petrol-driven car I ever rode in in the Island. 
I remember it as rather a “ musical ” ride.

Yours sincerely Sydney Olivier.
(The writer of “ The West Indies Revisited ” states 

that his authority is “ Jamaica in 1922.” According to 
that valuable pamphlet (p. 123) whilst Mr. Davenport’s 
“ Rover ” was registered on April 3, 1906, the “ Loco­
mobiles,” one of which was the “ gig ” driven by Mr. 
Nuttall, were not registered until the following month. 
—Ed.)

Germany's Sugar Refineries,
Sir,—I notice that in your report of the discussion 

which took place in the House of Commons on June 
20th, in connection with the remission of the Excise 
Duties on Sugar, Mr. C. E. L. Lyle is credited with 
the statement that prior to the war, there were not 
more than five factories in Germany and Austria 
which turned out white sugar. It would be interesting 
to discover upon what authority Mr. Lyle bases this 
remarkable utterance. Mr. Truman G. Palmer, the 
expert sugar statistician, in his well-known loose-leaf 
series “Concerning Sugar,” gives the number of beet- 
sugar factories in Germany alone turning out white 
sugar in 1913-14 as thirty-nine!

Yours, etc., Plantation White.
*Lady Nugent’s Journal, Edited by Frank Cundall, F.S.A., Jamaica.— 

The Institute of Jamaica, 1907.

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

The illustrations on the next page are reproduced 
from photographs by Mr. Reginald L. Power, 
taken on the occasion of the opening of the Sailors’ 
and Soldiers’ Club in Port of Spain by the Governor, 
Sir Samuel Wilson, on June 14th. The building, 
which was designed by Dr. Maxwell Johnstone, 
who also superintended its erection, was built by 
the Trinidad Trading Co., Ltd., at a cost of $13,500, 
which has al readv almost been paid off by money 
raised in various ways. Various rooms in the build­
ing, which will fill a long-felt want, were presented 
in memory of relatives who fell in the war, their 
names including Robertson, Haynes, Hoadley, 
Hadley, Doyle, Exley, Payne, Derwent, Havelock, 
and Turner. The movement started during the 
war, when a few ladies, including Mrs. Centeno and 
Miss Minerva Hart, opened a temporary club for 
sailors and soldiers in the Grand Stand on the 
Savannah.

The Bahamas Direct Route to England.
The direct cargo services with England which had 

been so eagerly awaited, have, now that they are 
operating, not been found altogether an unmixed 
blessing. Merchants began ordering largely from 
England, but the direct freight rate is more than those 
charged^ via Canada and New York, and it is now be­
lieved that the latter are to be increased so as to equal 
the direct rate.—The hotel question is still uppermost 
in the public mind. The plans of the House of 
Assembly for the erection of two new hotels by next 
winter were considered somewhat hasty by the 
Governor, who thought that every effort should be 
made to induce a steamship company to build 
an hotel before the Government put up their own. 
It is still hoped that the Fort Montagu Hotel will be 
finished in time for next season. The Governor has 
been in New York negotiating with regard to this 
question.—Mr. N. B. Burnside, I.S.O., having re­
signed the post of Auditor of Public Accounts, Mr. 
W. H. Bethell has been appointed to act in that 
capacity.—The annual election of three trustees for 
the Nassau Public Library has resulted in the return 
of Miss Moseley, M.B.E., Rev. D. Wilshere, and Mrs 
H. T. Brice.

Barbados Sugar Crop Results.

June has been a very kind month in the matter of 
weather, states the Advocate of June 21st, several 
heavy rains having fallen, thus changing the whole 
outlook Returns for the crop just over are not vet 
available, but it is expected that results will be as 
uneven as last year’s distribution of rain, but that the 
balance will be considerably on the wrong side.—The 

S1tuption has been improved by the rains and 
py the utilisation of wells at Carringtons, St. Philip 
from which about 180,000 gallons a day will be 
pumped into the public mains, enabling the sunnly 
to stopping to be continued.—Under the name of Shop-­
keepers Ltd a company has been registered with a 
nominal capital of $2,000,000, with the object of en 

T/YVOI O*T1 a i touch withrepresentative^- 
‘ ' — nutation, St. Andrew’s, about 800 acres,
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mostly pasture, has been sold to a syndicate headed 
by Mr. Samuel Manning, for ^3,000. It was bought 
two years back by the late owner for 1,000.—The 
Sugar Industry Guarantee Act, which received the 
Acting Governor’s assent on May 31st, provides that 
money borrowed by the Sugar Industry Agricultural 
Bank during the agricultural year beginning on 1st 
June, 1922, and money already lent to the bank by 
depositors remaining due on August 31st next, shall 
be charged on the funds of the bank and the general 

20 years,

The Sailors and Soldiers Club, Trinidad.
This new institution stands on the site of the St. Ann’s Boys
Government School, which was acquired on a lease of 

at the rental of 1/- per year.

revenue and assets of the Island. Certain powers of 
control over the bank are conferred on the Governor 
in Executive Committee by Act No. 21 of 1922.

British Guiana. Irrigation Schemes
The Government's drainage policy was discussed at 

a meeting of the Combined Court on June 9th, Mr. 
Webber pressing for the appointment of a Committee 
of the Court to deal with any proposals for undertak­
ing drainage and irrigation. The embargo on the im­
portation of cattle into the Colony has 
been removed for six months, the duty on 
foreign cattle remaining at $6 per head. 
On June 10th the Combined Court agreed 
to accept the offer of the Imperial Govern­
ment to hand over for the Colony’s use the 
Naval Wireless Station free of charge.— 
The ss. Intaba, which sailed on June 7th, 
carried 13,614 diamonds, weighing 2,545 
carats and valued at $61,583.

British Honduras Wireless Service

Since the beginning of July, radiograms 
between the Colony and the United King-
dom have been despatched and received via 
New Orleans at a cost of 67 cents per word, 
instead of via Jamaica.—Mr. E. C. Buck, 
late Director of Public Works in British 
Guiana, and now representing the British 
Engineering Manufacturers’ Alliance, has 
been visiting the Colony, and his ^advice as 
to installing a pipe-borne water system has 
been sought by the Belize Town Board. The marriage 
took place on June 14th of Mr. H. McDonald, Assistan 
Superintendent of Police, and Miss Leah Heusner.

Hotel Accommodation in Grenada.
The recently opened Cockburn Hotel not paying its 

way, has been closed, and the Island’s requirements 

in the matter of hotel accommodation, continue, there­
fore, to be met solely by the “Home” Hotel.

Changes in Jamaica Civil Service.
Hon. A. Nos worthy was the guest of the St. Andrew 

Club (Mr. H. V. Alexander presiding) at a dinner 
held on June 13th, on the occasion of his leaving the 
Island to act as Administrator of Dominica.—The 
Gleaner of June 15th records the promotion of Mr.

Justice Anthony De Freitas to be Senior
Puisne Judge in the place of Mr. H. K. 
Sisnett, who has gone to British Honduras 
as Chief Justice, and Mr. H. I. C. Brown, 
K.C., Registrar of the Supreme Court, to 
be 2nd Puisne Judge.—The Governor, ac­
companied by Hon. A. G. Nash, paid a 
visit to the Lititz factory and reservoir on 
June 10. His car breaking down on the 
way, His Excellency continued his journey 
on a passing lorry.—In his annual report 
for 1920-1, which is just published, Hon. 
C. G. H. Davis, the Auditor-General, states 
as his opinion that the Colony should have 
a much larger cash surplus than at pre­
sent, unless it is to be content with 
a system of borrowing on short loan. He 
also points out that there are strong ob­
jections to a Colony’s making it a practice 
to utilise any deposits which may be in the 
hands of the Treasurer for safe keeping. 
—Mr. Halstead, the microbiologist, speak- 

a meeting of banana planters of St.
which has hitherto been immune from 

Disease, said that up to June of last

ing at 
Catherine
Panama
year the greatest number of cases of this disease 
treated in Jamaica had been 400, but between June 
and February this year, 1,300 had been treated.—There 
was a large attendance at the special service at the 
Duke Street Synagogue in Kingston, on June 18th, in 
aid of the suffering Jews in Eastern Europe, and a 
substantial sum was collected for this cause.—It is 

Sir Samuel Wilson Opens a Club.
The photograph showing Sir Samuel Wilson opening the new 
Sailors and Soldiers Club in Port of Spam on June 14th, like 
the other on this page, was taken by Mr. Reginald L. Power.

announced that the Government have decided to 
separate the offices of Registrar of Titles, Registrar- 
General, and Deputy Keeper of Records. These 
offices which were combined in the governorship of 
Sir Sydney Olivier, were held by Mr. David Balfour 
until his death recently.—A petition has been sent to 
the King by the Legislative Council pointing out that
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the absence of eight heads of departments from their 
offices, owing to the necessity for their presence in 
Council must be detrimental to the best interests of 
the Colony, and suggesting that private gentlemen 
should be nominated to seats on the Government side 
of the House.—The Colonial Secretary, the Attorney- 
General, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Nash, Mr. Ewen and Rev. 
A. A. Barclay, have been selected to proceed to 
England (if necessary) to lay before the Colonial 
Office the Council’s views regarding the Constitution. 
—The Legislative Council has agreed to the advertis­
ing of Jamaica abroad, provided that the business 
community contributes as much to the cost of the 
publicity campaign as the Island’s Treasury, the 
latter’s share not to exceed ¿3,000 or to be less than 
¿2,500. The Attorney-General (Hon. F. C. Wells 
Durrant) who had much to do with the successful 
advertising of the Bahamas, will be chairman of the 
Publicity Board.—Commander E. Codrington Hall, 
Custos of Portland, who died at his residence at 
Hector’s River, on June 22nd, had served in the Royal 
Navy for 21 years before he settled in Jamaica, and 
was a veteran of the Crimea.—During the first half of 
the present year, Jamaica has shipped upwards of five 
million bunches of bananas, or nearly two million 
bunches more than during the same period in 1921.

St. Kitts’ Revised Export Duties.
The revised schedule of export duties provided for 

by Ordinance No. 3 of 1922 fixes the rates for crystal­
lised sugar at 4s. per ton when the f.o.b. price is under 
¿15, 4s? 6d. when it is between ¿15 and ¿16, with an 
additional 9d. per ton for every increase of ¿1 per ton 
in price up to ¿26, and 2s. per ton for every increase 
over ¿26. For cotton lint, the export duty is fixed 
at Id. per lb. when the f.o.b. price is under is. 6d. 
per lb., |d. per lb. between is. 6d. and 2s., with an 
increase of Id. per lb. for every increase in price of

St. Vincent’s Financial Condition.
The Government ginnery is paying $22 per ton 

for cotton seed, or $10 per ton with 1,700 lbs. of 
manure returned to the vendor. The prices fixed for 
the season 1921-2 for ginning 1 lb. of lint, and dis­
integrating 1 ton of cotton seed are 3 cents and $4 
respectively.—The revenue of St. Vincent last year, as 
shown in the Colonial Treasurer’s Report, was ¿53 »806 
against an expenditure of ¿56,220, thus reducing the 
Colony’s surplus fund from ¿12,013 to ¿9,599- 
value of the imports during 1921 amounted to ¿144,543, 
a decrease of ¿112,687 on the previous year’s figures. 
The United Kingdom, Canada and the United States 
ran remarkably close in their share of this trade, 
the contributions being ¿39>°58, ¿36,869 and
¿37,385 respectively. Exports realised ¿137,7l8, con­
siderably less than half the value of those of the pre­
vious year. This striking decrease is attributed to 
the great reduction in the prices obtained for practi­
cally all items, and partly to a shortage in production 
due to the hurricane of September 8th. In the 
Southern Grenadines, where the effects of that dis­
turbance were felt with especial severity, the work of 
repairing the damage had been practically completed 
at the end of last year.

Tobago’s Cacao Crops.
Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on July 7th, states that 

the weather is well suited for the young cacao crops. 
The old crop is practically closed. If conditions con­
tinue favourable, good autumn pickings may be ex­

pected.—Mr. Henry Meaden, the Assistant Warden, 
has been promoted to St. Patrick’s, Trinidad. His 
services to Tobago were greatly appreciated, and a 
farewell dinner at the Union Club, Scarborough, was 
attended by 29 members from all over the island.— 
With great enthusiasm the Charlotteville Wesleyans 
are digging the foundations for a new church.

An Agricultural Bank for Trinidad.
The Agricultural Society, on the motion of Mr. 

A. B. Carr, passed a resolution on June 8th urging on 
the Government the absolute necessity of establishing 
a Government Agricultural Bank. Mr. Carr argued 
that the agriculturist who borrows from the merchant 
pays nominally eight per cent, for the accommoda­
tion, but that in reality the loan costs him about 18 
per cent, per annum. The Chamber of Commerce also 
report in favour of such a Bank being set up. At 
their meeting on June 28th, Mr. G. F. Huggins stated 
(according to the Trinidad Guardian) that the tem­
porary relief which the Government had afforded to 
mortgagors by special legislation was more than coun­
terbalanced by the jeopardy to securities which the 
enactment had brought about. At the same meeting, 
the question of the appointment of a West Indian Trade 
Commissioner in Canada was discussed. Suggestions 
by Mr. Stollmeyer for solving the financial difficulties 
of the proposal were referred to a Committee of the 
Chamber.—The death took place on June 29th of Mr. 
J. W. McCarthy, at the age of 75. Mr. McCarthy, 
who came to Trinidad from Nova Scotia in 1856, was 
connected with the La Brea pitch industry, and was 
also one of the founders of the Trinidad Fire Insurance 
Co., a Director of the Building and Loan Association, 
and an Aiderman of Port of Spain.

Turks and Caicos Islands Labourers.
A correspondent writes with reference to labour and 

emigration, explaining that labourers have not to any 
extent left the Islands for employment in Santo 
Domingo. What happens is this : The Clyde and 
Columbus lines call at Grand Turk about five times 
a month, on their way from New York to Santo 
Domingo, to pick up stevedores. These men are em­
ployed on board the ships on their voyage round the 
coast of the Republic, and after ten or fifteen days, 
are brought back to Grand Turk, where they are paid 
off. Since the outbreak of the war, this business has 
steadily increased in volume, and in 1920 the Clyde 
S.S. Company disbursed over $50,000 in wages, whilst 
the Columbus Line paid over $22,000. How this has 
affected the general welfare is revealed in the record of 
the Savings Bank, which at the end of 1914 had 
slightly over ¿3,500 to the credit of depositors. On 
the 31st December, 1921, the figure stood at over 
¿15,000, whilst the Customs duties have increased 
from ¿3,000 to over ¿4,500 in the same period. Lately 
the Bull Line cargo steamers have sought to gain a 
footing here on the same terms as the other ships, 
but the Dependency being already amply served as 
regards mails, permission was refused as far as Grand 
Turk was concerned. In the case of the Caicos, where 
owing to the drought all the provision crops had beer 
destroyed and the inhabitants reduced to the verge of 
starvation, the payment of port dues w^s waived for 
three months, provided the steamers called at a port in 
those Islands and took their stevedores there. About 
five steamers have already availed themselves of the 
concession, and their calling and disbursement of over 
$2,000 has been a godsend to the suffering islanders.
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Camito, 
July 3rd:—

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.

Mr. C. H. Browne 
Mr. L. K. Davidson 
Mr. J. R. English 
Miss M. S. Lewis 
Mr. C. G. MacGregor

Capt. H. W. S.
McGrath

Mr. & Mrs. Julian
Opstaele

Mr. Juan Opstaele

Mr. S. Panayioton 
Miss S. Paterson 
Mr. A. A. Rochester 
Mr. G. S. T. Ten Quee

Sailings to Jamaica, from Liverpool, in s.s 
July 4th. :—

Greenbrier

Miss E Browne 
Capt. G.H. Hall, 

D.S.M.
Mr. W. T. Jack

Mrs. G. M. Kearney 
Mr. F. W. Kitchen 
Miss M. E. Ross

Miss E. V. Smith 
Mr. J. H. Wallace 
Mr. R. J. Wishart

Sailings to Jamaica,Í from Avonmouth, in s.s. Motagrca,
July 11th :—
Mr. T. E. Dorrington 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Hind 
Mr. A. E. Orford

Mr. J. E. Powell Mr. & Mrs. A. D.
Miss D. E. A. Reade Westbrook

Home arrivals from 
July 9th.

Jamaica, in s.s. Bay ano, Avonmouth,

Lieut. E. Bear 
Mr. & Mrs. E. i 

Bronstorph
Miss L. Bronstorph 
Miss E. Crawford 
Mrs. G. M. Chambers 
Mr. S. J. Downham 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Dewar 
Mrs. M. R. Farncis 
Mr. L. J. Gillies 
Mr. & Mrs. W. A.

Hewett 
Mrs. I. S. Hendriks

Mr. & Mrs. A. Hendriks 
Miss G. Hendriks 
Mr. S. M. Jacobsen 
Mr. & Mrs. O. H.

Keeling 
Miss H. Livingstone 
Miss F. S. Leigh 
Mr. W. Latham 
Mrs. K. Lucie-Smith 
Capt. J. D.

Lucie-Smith 
Mr. C. Hope Levyh 
Mrs. W. Machillan

Mr. J. A. Nisbet 
Mrs. R. S. Owen 
Miss C. J. Piper 
Miss M. V. Preston 
Mrs. E. A. Rickman 
Mr. & Mrs. O. H. Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. F. H.

Saunders 
Rev. & Mrs. G. Stone 
Lieut. T. Sweeny 
Miss E. Talbot 
Mr. S. Wolffsohn 
Mr. A. Young

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in ’s.s. Miami, Liverpool, 
July 9th :—
Hon. H. H. Cousins 
Mr. A. Farquharson 
Mrs. G. Kite

Mr. & Mrs. F. Moore
Miss Moore
Mrs. A. Riley

Mr. G. Rock
Mr. A. T. Sheehan
Mrs. & Miss J. Ward

Mr. L. G. Alston
Hon. J. P. Auld, M.I.C.E.
Mr. F. C. Archer
Mrs. S. Archer
Mrs. A. Bagot
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey
Major E- F. Becher
Capt. W. Bowring, M.B.E.
MT. A. C. Brazao
Mr. A. J. Brooks 
Mr. G. G. Brown 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. R. Bryson 
Mr. H. Gordon Burr 
Miss E- Burton 
Mr. M. P. Camacho 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens. V.D. 
His Honour C. F. Condell 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, B.A., M.B.
Mr. R. P. Daggett 
Mr. M. D’Andrade 
Mr. J. de Freitas 
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas 
Hon. H. de Minville 
Mr. G. P. Dewar 
Mr. F. J. Evans 
Mr. T. P. Evelyn 
Hon. H. Ferguson 
Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc.. 
Dr. W. H. Fretz
Mr. C. C. George
Mr. E. P. Gladwin
Mr P. G. Glendinning
Mr. J. Gonsalves
Mr. Gordon Graham
Mr. J. T. Greg
Mr. P. Lechmere Guppy
Mr. A. H. Hamel-Smith
Mr. H. Hamel-Smith
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn
Mr. V. Hanschell
Mr. V. C. Hanschell
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G.
Mr. S. M. Haughton-James
Mr. F. W. Hopkinson 
Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L- Humphrys 
Mr. J. M. Ironside 
Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
His Hon. Mr.Justice E- C. Jackman 
Mr. S. M. Jacobsen

Mr. A. Laurie
Mr. Dudley Leacock
Mr. L, J. Lee
Mr. C. Hope Levy 
Mr. K. S. Longley 
Mr- A. M. Low 
Hon. J. Challenor Lynch 
Mr. L- Lywood 
Mr. John Macdonald 
Mr. William Mackay 
Hon. Harcourt Malcolm. O.B.E..

K-C.
Mr. E- S. Mason 
Dr, H. Gray Massiah 
Mr. D. Luckie Matthew 
M . G. C. May 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
Hon. W, Morrison 
Mr. R. Nicol 
H.E. Lt.-Col. Sir Charles O'Brien, 

K.C.M.G
Mr. T. W. O'Neal 
Hon. J. H. Phillipps 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Mr. V. A. Pires 
Hon. J. Stanley Rae 
Hon. E- A. Robinson 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. G. T. Rock 
Mr. D. Hope Ross 
Mr. L- A. Ryan 
Mr. W. Sanderson 
Mr. Ivan J. Scott 
Mr. L. H. Schoener Scott 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L- R- Sharples 
Hon. A. P. Sherlock 
Mr. W, M. B. Shields 
Dr. E. M. Skeete 
Mr. M. Howard Smith 
Lieut. C. 3. B. Swinley, R.N. 
Rev. W. R- Symons.
Dr. H. A. Tempany 
Mr. A. C. Thomas 
Mr. L- A. Torrance 
TheRt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. Hugh F.Wildy 
Mr. F. Williams 
Hou.S. Wolffsohn 
Mr. W. Harold Wiight 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood 
Mr. H. Graham Yearwood

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Mr. E- B. Jarvis, C.M.G. 
Capt. O. H, Keeling 
Mr. J. F. L- Lamport 
Mr. John M. Fleming, The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent. 
Mr. A. M. Reid, South Cerney, Cirencester. Glos.

Sailings to West 
July 7th :—

Indies, from London, in s.s. Specialist,

Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Bushe
Mr. Chisholm
Mr. Clarke
Mr. F. R. Hamer

Mr. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Wilson

Nicholls

Mr. Hobart Phillips
Mrs. F. Smith
Mr. C. T. Watts WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

Royal Netherlands West-Indian Mail.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Van Rensselaer,
Plymouth, July 4th
Mr. Charles Dales 
Mrs. Helene de Eraso 
Mr. W. Dickson 
Mr. H. M. Donald 
Mr. & Mrs. S.

Flesseman
Mr. M. Furniss 
Mrs. B. Gordon 
Mrs. A. Hodges 
Mrs. A. G. Hombersley 
Mr. St. C. Hunte
Mr. W. Knapp

Mr. & Mrs. D. Lawrie 
& fam.

Mr. D. Leacock 
Mr. J. C. Lynch 
Mr. E. Mason 
Dr. H. C. Massiah 
Mr. G. McNabb 
Mrs. J. Miller 
The Misses Miller p 
Mr. E. Oakes ........ 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Pile 

and fam.

Mrs. A. Reside & fam.
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. H.

Rust
Mrs. E. L. Sealy & Son 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Smith 
Mr. C. G. Stanton 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Westcott 
Mr. H. Williamson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm.Wright

Div.

8 %

Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44

The Colonial Bank

8 %

1925-42 ...
1935 ...

1923-45 ...
1922 ...

1917-42 ...
1934 ...

1919-49 ...
1922-44 ...
1919-44 ...
1917-42 ...
1922-44 ...

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Latest 
prices.
84-86 
74-76 
87-89 
61-63 
102 
79-81 
88-90xd. 
77-79 
67-69 
79-81xd 
83-85 
68-70

6-6J

88-93

Sailings to West 
July 15th:—
Miss G. M. Appleby 
Mrs. F. M. Bagot 
Mr. G. A. Bonilla 
Mr. F. J. Brown 
Mr. E. C. Collymore 
The Rev. Father R. P.

Devas 
The Rev. E. Dutton 
Capt. U. H. McU.

Gooden-Chisholm

Indies from Dover, in s.s. Stuyvesant,

Mr. R. C. Hackstoun 
Mr. A. A. Hill 
Mr. D. Hope-Ross 
Miss A. Jeffers 
Miss B. Jeffers 
Mr. F. McCool 
Mrs. J. Rose 
Mr. R. Squire

Mr. & Mrs. N. S. B.
Vinter

Mr. F. R. Worsley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. G.

Wright-Nooth
Miss D. A. Wright-

Nooth
Mr. J. A. Young

5%

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref. 
St. Madeleine Sugar..............  ..........................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ... ..............
Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/ 
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ..........................
Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd., 10/- .............
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., (£1).........................  
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd. 
General Petroleum of Trinidad.......................... 
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad •••

Direct West India Cable Co- ... ...............
W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary — ..
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-, 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd.. ,. 2nd ..
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. 5% Debentures-

103-108
1/3
5/9 

40/-
1/3 

36 3
1/4 

22/6 
9/-
4/- 

10/-
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London.’’

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3. 
July 18th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 13th, after having 
remained at 3| per cent, since June 15th. The rate is now 
back at pre-war level.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. • 
.. France 
.. Belgium 
.. Italy ...

July 4th 
£ s. d.

18 2
2 1 11
2 4 1
3 14 9

July 18th 
£s. d.
18 3

2 2 9
2 S 1
3 19

The intrinsic value of

In Spain ...
,, Germany 

Austria
,, Holland

July 4th 
£ s. d- 
12 6 

90 0 0 
3500 0 0 

19 0

July 18th 
£ S. d.
1 3 9

102 10 5
5072 5 0

18 9

the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 9d.

SUGAR. A smart rise took place in the New York 
quotations when the market reopened after the Independence 
Day holidays, the price of duty-paid Cubans rising to 5.05c., 
equal to 3.44c. c.i.f., or about 3.28c. f.o.b. The market sub­
sequently weakened, but yesterday was firm with a value for 
Cubans of 3.30c. f.o.b. The future market quotations 
yesterday were:—September, 3.48c.; December, 3.57c.; 
March, 3.31c.

Prices in the home market yesterday were slightly higher 
than at the date of last Summary, values being :—London 
Granulated, 50/9; American Granulated, spot, 49/9; West 
Indian Crystallised, 42/6 to 45/6; White Mauritius, 47/6 to 
48/6; White Brazil, 47/-, and White Trinidad, 48/3. Cuban 
90 deg. were quoted at 17/6 c.i.f., Preferential 96 deg. 20/3 
c.i.f. Values in the terminal market were:—96^ deg.: 
August, 17/3; September, 16/10|. White: August, 22/4|; 
September, 22/3; October, 21/4|.

Facts about Sugar estimates the quantity of domestic sugar 
of the United States and Cuban supplies available for the 
seven months June-December as being, in terms of refined, 
2,100,000 tons, or 300,000 tons a month. As the U.S. con­
sumption for the first six months of the present year has 
been, according to Willett and Gray, 2,780,000 tons, there is 
every probability of full duty sugars being imported before 
the end of the year, especially as the U.S.A, beet crop is 
only estimated at 600,000 tons.

Himely has raised his estimate of the Cuban production 
from 3,580,000 tons to 3,800,000 tons.

The Board of Trade Returns for June give the imports 
of all kinds of sugar for the month as having been 
209,646 tons. The month’s imports of “ refined ” were 
65,416 tons, including 1,142 tons from Holland, 1,210 tons 
from Czecho-Slovakia, 45,216 tons from the United States, 
and 17,602 tons from “other countries not in Europe.” The 
imports of “ unrefined ” sugar were 144,230 tons, mainly 
from Cuba, which supplied 67,338 tons. Mauritius con­
tributed 26,878 tons, and the British West Indies 23,605 tons.

For the six months of the present year the total imports 
have been 1,039,050 tons, made up of 261,062 tons of refined 
and 777,988 tons of unrefined. 40,829 tons of the refined
came from Europe, and 179,150 tons from the United 
States. Cuba contributed 494,993 tons of the unrefined.
Mauritius 91,321 tons, and the British West Indies (which 
includes British Guiana) 67,697 tons.

The sugar delivered for consumption during the month 
was 163,173 tons, of which 85,547 tons, or only 52.4 per 
cent., came from the home refiners. The consumption for 
the six months has been 784,903 tons, a satisfactory increase 
on the 658,168 tons of the first six months of last year. 
The monthly consumptions of the present year have been :—

Tons. Tons.
January............. 129.111 April ... ... 80,471
February ... 109,745 May ................ 191,450
March ... ... 111,770 June ... ... 163,173

The stocks on hand on June 30th were 364,250 tons, con­
sisting of 44,300 tons of refined in the refineries, 41,750

tons of foreign refined, and 278,200 tons of unrefined. 
These compare with 335,150 tons, 49,800 tons, 38,250 tons, 
and 247,100 tons respectively, the stocks on hand on May 
31st.

RUM. The market is still quite lifeless, and any pro­
spects of a revival in Continental demand have been shattered 
by the further fall in exchange.

The imports of rum for the month were 94,891 proof 
gallons, and the quantity liberated for consumpt’on 
61,196 gallons, bringing the total imports for the six 
months to 1,225,186 gallons, and the consumption to 709,712 
gallons. These figures compared with 3,228,491 gallons im­
ported, and 975,301 gallons consumed during the first six 
months of last year, and with 2,121,274 gallons imported 
and 1,580,856 gallons consumed during the first six months 
of 1920.

The exports for the month were 52,928 proof gallons, 
making 265,629 gallons for the six months, as against 
94,800 gallons for the first six months of last year. The 
stocks on hand on June 30th were 11,188,000 proof gallons, 
as compared with 11,283,000 gallons on May 31st.

CACAO. Auctions were held immediately after last 
Summary had gone to press. They consisted chiefly of 
Grenada cacao, which was in slow demand and only partly 
sold at 56/- to 57/- for fine—a decline of at least 3/- on the 
previous sale prices given in last issue. Other kinds wer^ 
entirely neglected. There have since been small sales at 
steady prices. Grenada fine is quoted at 57/-, and ordinary 
Plantation Trinidad at 67/-.

•During the month 151,042 cwts. of cacao were im­
ported, of which 30,791 came from the British West 
Indies. For the six months the imports have been 887,926 
cwts., as against 805,027 cwts. for the first six months of 
last year. The quantity which went into consumption 
during the month was 76,845 cwts., bringing the total for 
the six months to 493,278 cwts., as compared with 454,008 
cwts. for January-June last year. Exports were 12,121 
cwts., making 211,448 cwts. for the six months.

The stocks on hand on June 30th were 859,000 cwts., as 
against 797,000 cwts. on May 31st last.

ARROWROOT. During the early part of the month 
there was somewhat greater activity, some 800 barrels being 
sold, ranging from highest to lowest grades. The market is 
now dull and inactive.

BALATA. West Indian sheet is firm but quiet. Value, 
spot 3/1 to 3/1J.

BAY OIL is neglected. The last nominal quotation was 
9/- to 12/-, according to test.

COFFEE. The market is quiet and prices generally are 
lower. There has been no Blue Mountain offering since last 
Summary. Ordinary Jamaica is quoted at 65/- to 70/-.

COPRA. The tone is steady, with West Indian quoted 
at £26 c.i.f. Rotterdam or London.

COTTON. Quotations all round are dull, and Sea 
Island has been generally neglected. Nominal prices un­
changed at medium 23d., fine 30d., and extra fine 38d.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is 
neglected, with sellers willing to meet the market. There is 
only a retail business in Distilled. Lime Juice. Raw is 
steady. Small sales of old stock good quality are reported 
ip to 2/6 per gallon, but demand has been checked by the 

bad weather. Only small supplies of Concentrated are avail­
able, but buyers are showing no interest.

LOGWOOD. A quiet market, with little business 
passing at unchanged value, £8 10s. per ton.

ORANGE OIL. There are sellers of Sweet at 10/- spot, 
but no sales reported. There is still no enquiry for Bitter.

SPICES. Some business in Pimentohas been done on 
the spot at 2d. per lb., but the market is still very dull. 
Mace remains very firm, at 1 6 to 1/10 for fair red to 
good pale. The demand for Jamaica Ginger has become 
very slow. Parcels on the spot are held for full rates, but 
buyers show little interest.
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TO DEVELOP EMPIRE TRADE.

WEST INDIANS will watch, with sympathy 
and interest the new movement in the 
direction of the development of trade within 

the Empire. This movement was originated by 
Lord Long, who in a letter in The Times of July 
7th recalled what had been done in 1917, 
when definite resolutions dealing with this 
subject were unanimously adopted by the Im­
perial Conference, and in the following year, when 
a Cabinet Committee was appointed to explore the 
whole question. A special Economic Committee 
was then appointed, with Mr. Hewins, M.P., then 
Under-Secretary of State, as chairman, and a series 
of reports were prepared which formed the basis of 
resolutions of the Conference. Lord Long then 
urged “ most learnestly ” the appointment of a 
Cabinet Committee to prepare the way for an Im­
perial Economic Conference to deal finally and effec­
tively with the whole subject, which he regarded 
as of great Imperial importance. Lord Long’s letter 
was received with great satisfaction in Colonial 
circles, and it was announced on the following day 
that it would be communicated to the Dominion 
Governments. Here we may pertinently ask, Why 
not also to the Governments of the colonies not 
possessing responsible government ? Mr. L. S. 
Amery, M.P., then took up the cudgels, and, 
staunchly supported by Lord Long, emphasised in 
an article in the Sunday Express the fact 
that before the war our exports to the 
Dominions were two or three times as great 
as those to the whole of Central Europe. At 
a luncheon given in his honour by the British 

Empire Producers’ Organisation on July 11th, 
Mr. Amery commented on the fact that the people 
of this country had invested thousands of millions 
in every country in the world outside their 
own Empire, and were even now, after the ex­
haustion of the Great War, devoting far more atten­
tion to the discussion of the credits required to 
rehabilitate Central Europe or prpp up tottering 
Bolshevism in Russia than to plans for Empire de­
velopment. He rightly said that the immense trade 
opportunities offered by our own Empire must 
occupy the first place in our thoughts. The main 
theme of discussion in England at this moment was 
not the development of Imperial trade, but the 
haunting fear lest, if we imposed a duty of 33 1-3 
per cent, on fabric gloves, the Germans would be so 
annoyed that they would stop purchasing their 
yarn from Lancashire, and insist upon purchasing 
dearer and worse yarn from countries which taxed 
these same gloves 50 and 60 per cent. Following 
these expressions of views, it was announced on 
July 22nd that a new association had been formed 
under the title of the Empire Development Union 
for the promotion of the trade relations of the 
United Kingdom within the Empire on the lines of 
resolutions unanimously adopted at successive Im­
perial Conferences. Lord Long is President, and 
Sir Vincent Caillard Vice-President, while the 
Chairman is Mr. W. A. S Hewins, formerly 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies. In a 
manifesto, these gentlemen recall that the govern­
ing principle of the resolutions of the Imperial 
Conferences of 1917-18 was that in order to re­
establish the industries of the world, the British 
Empire must approach the problem with a united 
mind. The decisions of the Conference, they add, 
embrace legislative and administrative measures 
dealing with the development of Empire resources 
by joint action, the organisation of supplies of raw 
materials, the safeguarding of essential industries, 
protection against dumping, the development of 
Customs and administrative preferences within the 
Empire. We welcome the formation of this new 
Association, whose address is 26, Abingdon Street, 
London, S.W., and hope that its work will lead to 
the development of trade between the Mother 
Country and the rest of the Empire.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT BANKS.

NOT long ago the Trinidad Chamber of Com­
merce appointed a Committee to enquire 
into and report on the question of the estab­

lishment of a permanent Government Agricultural 
Credit Bank for the purpose of maintaining and 
developing the agricultural industries of that 
colony. The Report of the Committee, which was 
presented at the Meeting of the Chamber on June
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28th and unanimously adopted, recommends that 
such a bank should be established in place of the 
present system of Government advances to 
planters, to serve the following ends :—
(a) Mobilizing agricultural credits to be used as 

security for the money being, and to be, em­
ployed, in the maintenance and development 
of agricultural industries.

(b) Lowering and equalizing interest rates on first 
mortgage agricultural loans.

(c) Providing long-term loans for agriculture with 
the privilege and advantage of repayment by 
instalments.

(d) Providing short-term loans against growing 
crops at cheap rates of interest.

(e) Making it easy for the thriftv to free their pro­
perties.

(/) Providing safe investment within the colony 
for the profits earned in the colony, so that 
the colony’s funds should be used for the deve­
lopment and enrichment of the colony.

(g) Putting to practical use and profit the local 
Department of Agriculture.

The industrial value of such institutions has been 
so well proved in progressive agricultural countries, 
notably Canada, Germany, Holland, and the 
United States, that there can be no question of the 
advantage which Trinidad would derive from the 
establishment of a Government Agricultural Credit 
Bank on the lines laid down by the Committee of 
the Chamber of Commerce.

THE ENDOWMENT FUND.
Thirty-eighth List of Contributions.

The West India Committee Endowment Fund 
has now reached the total of £23,779 12s. 8d., the 
following additional contributions having been re­
ceived :—

Amount previously acknowledged £23,700 
R. P. Simmonds, Esq. ... ... 52
H. M. Brandon, Esq. ... ... 2
The Hon. James M. Brodie ... 2
J. M. Hattrick, Esq. ... ... 2
Thomas Jobson, Esq. ... ... 2
J. H. Allwood, Esq. ... ... 1
Andrews, Gillespie & Co..................... 1
J. Connell, Esq. ... ... 1
Major H. C. Corlette, O.B.E.,

F.R.I.B.A...................................... 1
Lt.-Col. A. R. Davis ... ... 1
G. D. Henriques, Esq. ... ... 1
G. V. Hepburn, Esq. ... ... i
John B. Laing, Esq. ... ... 1
Major Claud J. Low, D.S.O., T.D. 1 
J. Powter, Esq. ... ... i
Brig.-Gen. C. E. Rice, C.B.E., d’s.O. 1 
D. Morris Skinner, Esq. ... ... 1
A. Clayton Smith, Esq., M.C.
Dr. R. A. Hoyte ... i
“Anon” ........................... ; ;;;
H. M. Berkeley, Esq.
F. W. Ross, Esq.
Rev. P. K. P. Bolton
Hugh F. Pilgrim, Esq. 
Robert Catton, Esq. 
“Anon”

15 4
10 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
2 0
1 0
1 0
1 0

1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
1 0
0 10

15 0
10 6
10 6
10 0
10 0

6 0
3 6

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.
“Fool shut he mattee koker and lef he own 

open.” 
* * *

Income Tax in Kenya was abolished on May 31st.
* * *

The Canadian Bank of Commerce has opened a 
branch at San Fernando, Trinidad.

* * *
Mr. Gilfred N. Knight has been elected a

member of the Committee of the West Indian Club.
* * *

Mr. Peter Abel leaves London to-morrow for
South Africa, where he will spend the next few 
months.

* * *
The increasing consumption of sugar in the world 

is one of the best signs of the revival of the world’s 
industries.

* * *
The flour consumption of the United Kingdom 

is 41,000,000 sacks per annum, or almost a sack 
per head of the population.

* * *
Mr. Frederick N. Martinez leaves London this 

month on an extended tour to South and Central 
America and the West Indies.

* * *
Mauritius, by increasing the general Customs 

duties on imported foreign goods by 12| per cent., 
is thus giving a preference to British goods.

* * *
Brazil manufactures about 350,000 tons of 

sugar. In 1920 the exports were 109,141 tons, and 
in the first nine months of 1921, 107,753 tons.

* * *
For the first four months of the present year, 

the United States exported 355,126 tons of refined 
sugar to 58 different countries, including Iceland.

* * *
The potash output of Germany in 1920 was 

equivalent to 923,643 tons of K2O, as against 
1,110,369 tons in 1913. France produced 199,175 
tons.

* * *
Mr. John Allsop, until recently the Royal Mail 

Steam Packet Company’s general representative for 
Canada, has been appointed an assistant manager of 
the company.

* * *
Mr. William Martineau, son of that valued 

friend of the British sugar producers, the late Mr. 
George Martineau, has been elected Master of the 
Grocers’ Company.

* * *
Sir Charles and Lady O’Brien and the Hon. 

William and Mrs. Morrison had the honour of 
attending their Majesties’ garden party at Bucking­
ham Palace, on July 21st.

* * *
“Tela, in Honduras, produces the best bananas 

grown in the world, and there is every indication 
of larger supplies from there in the* future.”— 
Mr. Hal Stockley in the Banana Budget.
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If, says Facts about Sugar, the expected ice­
cream consumption of 300,000,000 gallons in the 
United States comes off this year, there will be a 
consumption of from 130,000 to 140,000 tons of 
sugar from this industry alone.

* * *
In the nine months ending March 31st, 1922, 

Australia imported rum to the value of £5,029, as 
against £15,142 for the corresponding period ending 
March 31st, 1921. The values of the imports of 
sugar for these periods were respectively £159,900 
and £4,971,385.*44. 44.

A sugar factory has been erected in the Vaico 
River district in Cochin China, says the Journal des 
Fabricants de Sucre, with a capacity of 300 tons of 
cane in 24 hours. It has a distillery which will 
turn out annually 1,500 to 2,000 tons of alcohol. 
The quality of the canes is said to be good, the 
sugar content being from 16 to 17 per cent.

* * *
The Board of Directors of the Southern Queens­

land Fruit Growers’ Society have asked the Legis­
lature to put into operation a scheme as regards the 
Queensland banana industry, of which the principal 
items are (1) compulsory grading according to stan­
dards already agreed upon, and (2) absolute control 
of all bananas produced in Queensland for sale.

* * *
For many years the Turks and Caicos Islands 

have been without a newspaper, the inhabitants 
depending upon the Government Gazette for news 
items. Now a weekly sheet, entitled the Chronicle, 
is being published at Grand Turk. To the new ven­
ture, which has the support of the Commisioner and 
the local merchants, The West India Committee 
Circular wishes the best success.

* * *
By Proclamation dated 26th June, the following, 

amongst other articles may be imported into 
Germany without licence as from the 10th of last 
month :— Cocoa husks, whether roasted or not; 
cocoa butter; cocoa, roasted, ground, crushed, etc., 
also in tablets or cakes, and cocoa paste; ginger; 
mace; nutmegs; allspice; pepper; cinnamon; 
vanilla; hard wood; and sea turtle, living or dead.

* * *
It is hardly possible to translate the influence of 

prohibition into cold and infallible statistics, but, 
says Facts about Sugar, it is perfectly logical and 
reasonable to conclude that it has had and is having 
a decided influence in bringing about a greatly in­
creased consumption of sugar in the United States. 
Combined with other factors, it is likely to bring 
the yearly consumption of the United States up to 
the impressive total of 5,000,000 tons within the 
very near future.

* * *
During his recent travels in Angola, Mr. M. F 

Dawe, the well-known tropical agriculturist, dis­
covered a pasture grass which he found to be par­
ticularly obnoxious to tsetse flies and ticks. It is 
an oily grass with an objectionable odour, so objec­
tionable, indeed, that even jiggers cannot stand it. 
From a botanical point of view, it is not a new 

grass, being found not only in various parts of East 
and West Africa, but also in South America, par­
ticularly in the Brazils.

* * *
The Crown Agents for the Colonies have been re­

quested by the High Commissioner of Palestine to 
undertake the sale of Jordan water in glass vials 
made in Hebron, earth from Mount Moriah in silk 
sacks from Damascus handlooms, Roman pottery 
from the excavations at Ascalon, pressed flowers 
from the hills of Judea, and shells from the Lake 
of Galilee. A practical interest might be imparted 
to the venture by including relics from the sugar 
factories found there by the Crusaders.

* * *
In the course of an article in the Louisiana 

Planter, Mr. S. E. Ruegg says as regards Cuba : 
“ She used her enormous profits to increase her 
output, for the sole purpose of dominating the 
American market, destroying by the might of her 
power of her enormous production at a much lower 
cost than the American producer could produce.” 
Substitute Germany for Cuba, and the British colo­
nial sugar producer for the American, and the above 
might have been written twenty years ago.

* * *
The Krajewski crusher, which is an almost uni­

versal accessory to modem mill plants, had its 
forerunner in Faure’s defibreur. This, like the 
Krajewski, consisted of two deeply-grooved rolls, 
between which the canes passed on their way to 
the mill proper. It was experimented with at the 
Usine St. Madeleine, in Trinidad, in 1882, but as 
the working of the mill to which it was attached 
showed no superiority over that of the duplicate 
mill working without it, its use was abandoned.

* * *
The results of fifteen years of experiment in con­

nection with the preparation of Indian woods for 
use as sleepers have been published by the Indian 
Department of Forestry. Manv methods of pre­
servation were tried, and the best results were ob­
tained by “ powellising ” the wood. The sleepers 
so treated had a life of nine years in comparatively 
dry ground, but in wet districts, however, their life 
was short. A description of the “powellising” pro­
cess was given in The West India Committee 
Circular of April 27th last.

* * *
The total revenue of Trinidad amounted to 

£1,867,944 in 1921, as compared with £1,917,743 
in the preceding year and £1,342,884 in 1919. The 
colony’s “Yellow Book,” from which these figures 
are extracted, shows that nearly a third of the 
above totals is contributed by Customs duties. The 
income tax yielded £64,691 in 1919, £107,950 in 
1920, and no less than £213,960 last year. The 
island’s asphalt paid last year £29,655 in the shape 
of export duties. The total expenditure exceeded 
the revenue in 1921 by £206,982.

* * *
Few people, says Mr. Taussig, in the Louisiana 

Planter, realise how dependent they are on molasses 
in their daily lives, for molasses enters, indirectly, 
into the manufacture of many commodities. Few
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motorists who drive over a certain road near New­
ton Center, Mass., know that the road was built 
from molasses, but this is the case. Molasses, when 
mixed with lime, has the property of forming a 
compound that is as hard as cement. Very good 
roads have been built, using molasses as a base. 
Whenever you have occasion to use a piece of 
machinery that is made from cast iron or cast 
bronze, you may be reasonably sure that molasses 
has entered into its manufacture, for foundries have 
discovered that molasses is the best medium to 
utilise in the moulding sand to make it plastic.

* * *
A correspondent in Nicko’s (the Australian 

fruit journal) says : “ I have lately had the op­
portunity of reading Fawcett’s admirable book, 
‘ The Banana ’ (published under the auspices of 
The West India Committee), and can recommend 
it to any banana grower. Of course, it deals with 
West Indian conditions and the cultivation of the 
Gros Michel variety, but still there is a lot of advice 
which we can take to heart.” The point which 
appears to have struck the writer of the letter most 
in reading the book was Mr. Fawcett’s statement 
that to secure payable results Jamaica planters 
must so prune and manage their plants as to make 
them bear during only four months of the year, 
and that when a young planter has acquired the 
art, he can turn his attention to the production of 
large bunches, and he strongly urges all local 
Associations and the Department of Agriculture to 
take the matter up with the view of the. system 
being adopted in Australia.

* * *
The 135th Half-yearly Report of the Colonial 

Sugar Refining Co.,* Ltd., of Australia for the half- 
year ending 31st March, 1922, has been issued. The 
profits made during that period from the work of 
the mills and refineries, after providing for 
depreciation and other charges, amount to 
£171,949 8s. lOd.; to this must be added the earn­
ings from other investments subiect to Federal In­
come Tax, £43,730 19s. Id.; total, £215,680 7s. lid. 
From this sum the Board propose to place to Re­
serve Fund £50,000; and, from the first amount, to 
pay a dividend of 15s. per share, £121,875; and, 
from the second amount, to pay a dividend of 5s. 
per share, £40,625; total, £212,500; leaving 
£3,180 7s. lid.; to this sum must be added the 
earnings from investments not subject to Federal 
Income Tax, £30,309 5 s. 6d.; leaving a balance of 
£33,489 13s. 5d.; to which sum has to be added the 
balance at profit and loss account on the 30th 
September, 1921, £319,635 14s. lid.; leaving to the 
credit of profit and loss account, £353,125 8s. 4d. 
The Chairman, Mr. Katir, stated that the agreement 
with the Commonwealth Government expired in 
June, but that as the Government control was to 
continue, a fresh agreement would be made.

THE COMING TOURIST SEASON.
As usual, there will be ample opportunity for 

visiting the British West Indies from New York 
by special tourist steamer during the coming winter 
season. The R.M.S.P. Company, the C.P.R., and 
the White Star Line are all arranging cruises, and 
the itinerary and time-tables given below will, no 
doubt, enable those concerned to make adequate 
preparations for the reception and entertainment 
of their visitors. Only British ports of call are 
mentioned.

R.MS.P. Orca. 

Destination.

Nassau ...

Kingston 
Trinidad 
Barbados 
Bermuda
N ew Y ork

January 24 
Arrive 
Jan, 

Sat. 27 
Feb.

Fri. 2 
Sat. 10 
Mon. 12 
Sun. 18 
Wed. 21

Arrive
Feb

Tues. 27
Mar

Mon. 5
Tues. 13
Thurs. 15
Wed. 21
Sat. 24

White Star s.s. Megantic.

Destination.

Kingston
(Port Antonio)

Port oí Spain 
Barbados 
N assau 
Bermuda 
New York

I Stay 
Hours.

28

35
24
12
25

Ì Wed. 24 ' Mon. 26 I Sat. 31. 33
Mar. Apr.

I____________Leave New York.____________। Stay
( January 15. (February 17.1 March 22. I Hours.

Arrive ’ Arrive ! Arrive. I 
Feb. Feb.

i Thurs. 1 Tues. 6 i Sun. 8 ; 24
Sat. 3 1 Thurs. 8 Tues. 10 ! 12
Fri. 9 — — 9

! Wed. 14 Mon. 16 1 26
1 Mon. 12 1 Sat. 17 ' Thurs. 19

From England visitors will now be able to reach 
the West Indies by the joint service of Messrs. 
T. & J. Harrison and Messrs. Elders & Fyffes, Ltd., 
whose sailing dates are as under :—
Ingoma ............................ Sailing Sept. 1 . . London
Intaba ............... ... „ Oct. 7 . . London
Camito ... ... ... „ Nov. 4 .Avonmouth
Ingoma ... ............... ,, Nov. 17 . . London
Coronado ... ... M Dec. 2 .Avonmouth
Intaba ... ... ... M Dec. 29 . . London
These steamers should have ample-accommodation 
for tourists besides the regular seasonal passengers 
returning to their homes. The West India Com­
mittee is always glad to give advice and informa­
tion to intending visitors to the West Indies, and 
it has for distribution pamphlets of the Bermuda 
and Bahamas’ Development Boards.

Floating Island—a delicious M7est Indian dish. 
Beat up the whites of five eggs for half an hour 
with four tablespoonful's of guava jelly. Make a 
custard of four yolks of the eggs and one pint of 
milk (not boiled too thick). Put this in a dish and 
allow the beaten jelly to float on the top.

Amongst the visitors to The West India Com­
mittee Rooms recently have been the following :__ 
Mr. L. G. Alston, Mr. Robert Arthur, Mr. H A 
Arthur, Mr. N. J. Bascom, Mr. L. Lambert Bell, 
"l J?is Hon- Mai°r J- A- Burdon.
C.M.G. Mr. G. P. Dewar, Mr. William Gamble. 
Mr. P. Lechmere Guppy, Mr. A. M. Low, Mr. E S

Roden> Major Randolph Rust, 
V.D., Mr. W Sanderson, Dr. E. M. Skeete. Mr. M. 
Howard Smith, Mr. R. P. Simmonds, and Mr. 
W. Harold Wright.
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SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies.

The West Indian Agricultural College.

Concurrently with the usual administrative and 
technical correspondence with the northern islands, 
the Head Oilice of the Imperial Department of 
Agriculture has for several months been actively 
engaged with the various details of the coming 
move to Trinidad. At the time of writing, the 
reconstruction work of the St. Augustine buildings 
which are to be the provisional premises of the 
Agricultural College and new office of the Depart­
ment is proceeding vigorously and there is every 
prospect of College work being started in October 
next. A few weeks ago, Sir Francis Watts paid a 
visit to Trinidad and returned to Barbados well 
satisfied as to the way matters were progressing. 
During his visit he addressed the Agricultural 
Society of the Colony, and in the course of his 
remarks paid tiibute to Trinidad’s interest and en­
couraging criticisms in respect of the new in­
stitution. It is evident that Trinidad appreciates 
the great asset the College will be. The opinion has 
been expressed in a Trinidad paper that the 
standard of the College Entrance Examination is 
too high, corresponding, as it does, to that of the 
Cambridge Senior Local Examination; but a 
moment’s consideration will make it evident that 
this view, while understandable, is based upon 
misapprehensions. Although an Agricultural Col­
lege is one for vocational or professional training, 
its primary aim—as of any College of University 
standing—is, first and foremost, to turn out edu­
cated men. To accomplish this, it must insist 
upon a good standard of elementary education. 
Moreover, this standard is a kind of necessary 
guarantee that the students are capable of bene­
fiting by the instruction given, that they are 
actually students capable of studying. For the 
best work a student does is that which he does him­
self rather than what he is asked to do by others. 
In putting forward these views it is not the inten­
tion to give the impression that the work of the 
College will be of a theoretical character. Full 
provision is being made for the work to be of a 
character essentially practical with due regard to 
all matters appertaining to the production of 
tropical crops and animals.

At the present time a question which will be 
uppermost in the minds of those who are thinking 
of taking advantage of the training which is a ou 
to be offered is that of expense. As stated m the 
Provisional Announcement, recently issued, the fee 
for tuition in the Diploma Course will be £50 per 
annum. A limited number of students from 
Colonies and industries contributing towards the 
maintenance of the College will be admitted on the 
nomination of the contributing Governments 
and/or industries without the payment of tuition 
fees. Other students from contributing Colonies 
will be admitted on payment of tuition fees of £25 

per annum. Minor laboratory charges, text books, 
etc., will be extra. Exactly what it will cost a 
student to live in Trinidad is not so easily stated; 
enquiries are being made by the College concerning 
suitable accommodation for students, and in a 
general way one may say, perhaps, that the cost 
of living will be found to be in the neighbourhood of 
£10 a month.

It may be mentioned that copies of the first year’s 
prospectus of the College can now be obtained from 
the Secretary, at the registered offices, 15, Seething 
Lane, London, E.C., or from the Registrar of The 
West Indian Agricultural College, St. Augustine, 
Trinidad, B.W.I.

The Pig-raising Business.

In 1915, Sir Francis Watts contributed a paper 
to the West Indian Bulletin on the economic poss­
ibilities of developing pig-raising in the West Indies 
along organised lines. In the years following, the 
prices of the produce of established industries like 
sugar, became greatly increased, and no very 
definite steps were taken in regard to the new 
suggestion for a time. But latterly, since prices 
have dropped and a development of all resources 
together with the diversification of agriculture are 
being found to be imperative, the pig-raising sug­
gestion has again come to the fore. In this con­
nection, a recent pamphlet issued by the Imperial 
Department on this promising line of development 
by Mr. W. R. Dunlop (who will be a mem­
ber of the teaching staff) at the Agricultural 
College pending his transfer to the Colonial 
Service) should prove stimulating and useful 
to all concerned. Incident allv this pamphlet 
shows the many considerations that have to be 
taken into account when it is endeavoured to 
develop a new industry, how it is necessary to 
institute research and enquiry and, above all, to 
look at things from the points of view of different 
people. This pig-raising business, the aim of 
which is eventually to establish one or more pork 
packing plants in the West Indies (recognised as 
possible recently by a Chicago pork packer passing 
through Barbados) is being taken up in several 
islands. In St. Vincent, the Honourable C. P. 
Simmons, Mr. Punnett of Calder Estate and Mr. 
MacDonald of Wallibou have ordered pure bred 
stock from Trinidad or Barbados recently, and 
Mr. Simmons has reserved special lands for pig- 
raising. From Montserrat, Mr. W. Robson writes 
to say that many persons are seriously thinking 
of taking up the project. Again, from Nevis, Mr. 
W. I. Howell, the Agricultural Instructor, writes : 
“I can see a pig-raising industry for Nevis is com­
ing.” Mr. Maloney, a planter of that island, has 
already developed a herd of over 200 pigs, and is 
making a success of the enterprise. Even in 
Barbados a considerable amount of interest is 
being taken in this new suggestion and one estate 
at least is anxious to make experiments as regards 
different breeds and methods of feeding.

In regard to such a matter as the foregoing the 
W'est Indian Agricultural College should be in a 
position to render useful service by conducting 
feeding experiments along scientific lines. It
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might be mentioned here that the care of live stock 
generally has been much neglected in the West 
Indies and it will be a great misfortune if animal 
husbandry does not in due course become a prom­
inent feature of the work of the College.

The Chaulmoogra Tree in the West Indies.
Although Chaulmoogra oil has been used for 

hundreds of years by the natives of India in the 
treatment of leprosy, it is only comparatively 
recently that, chiefly as a result of successful scien­
tific investigations in Hawaii and the United States, 
a general public interest has been aroused in it.

Popular attention was first called to the value 
of Chaulmoogra oil in the West Indies in the public 
telegrams of December 11, 1919, and this led to 
enquiries being made of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture as to whether the tree occurred in 
the West Indies. The tree not 
having been introduced in the 
West Indies, a request was sent 
to the Royal Gardens, Kew, for 
a supply of trees from India, or 
rather Burma and Assam, of 
which countries the tree is a 
native. In due course three 
supplies of seed were received 
and distributed in 1920 and 1921 
to the Agricultural Departments 
of Trinidad, Dominica, St. Vin­
cent, Antigua, and St. Lucia. 
Accompanying the seed was a 
letter stating that they might be 
found to have lost their viability 
even though they had been col­
lected with care and despatch 
and packed in damp charcoal. 
This was found to be the case. 
Only in St. Vincent and Domi­
nica have plants been raised.

The publicity whicl’ The West India Committee 
Circular gave to the results obtained with the oil 
against leprosy, in its issue of February, 1922, 
makes it seem desirable that an attempt should be 
made to establish a chaulmoogra plantation in the 
West Indies. Should it be considered desirable to 
attempt further introduction of chaulmoogra 
trees, however, it will be well to consider the re­
commendations and conclusions arrived at by Dr. 
J. S. Rock, Agricultural Explorer, United States 
Department of Agriculture, in Bulletin No. 1057 
(Bureau of Plant Industry) dated April, 1922, 
dealing exhaustively with the chaulmoogra tree 
and some related species. This Bulletin with a 
section on the chemistry of the oil, is the result of 
a recent survey in Siam, Burma, Assam and Bengal. 
From Dr. Rock’s remarks it would seem that there 
is some considerable difficulty in ensuring the exact 
identity of the seed, for there are several closely 
similar types of seed, all of which grow in a wild 
and scattered fashion throughout the jungle; and 
although Paraktogenos Kursii is the principal 
species, there are other similar ones, some of which 
may present more remarkable medicinal properties. 
Dr. Rock’s Bulletin is one that all Agricultural 
officers in the West Indies should consult.

BRIGHTON’S NEW VILLAGE.

With the consideration for its labourers which 
has always characterised it, the New Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Company has recently established a model 
village for them at La Brea, or Brighton, as the 
place is now more generally called.

From the illustrations on this and the opposite 
page, for which the Circular is indebted to Mr. 
H. F. Previte, it will be noted that the village con­
sists of cottages and barracks of a uniform type, 
and when it is said that all are equipped with water 
service, electric light, and a sewerage system, it will 
be agreed that the new village presents features of 
novelty where the housing of labourers in the 
tropics is concerned.

In order to further the health of the locality, the 
forest which used almost to encroach upon the lake

presents many novel

The New Village at Brighton, Trinidad.
This new village erected by the Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company for its iabourers

features. It is equipped with water supply, electric light, and 
a sewerage system.

has been cut down and kept down for some years, 
and the village has been built on high ground on 
the eastern half of the north side of the vast deposit 
of pitch, the surface of which—with oil derricks 
beyond—can be seen in one of the illustrations. 
The District Medical Officer—at present Dr. Eric 
de Verteuil—by arrangement between the local 
Government and the Company, now acts as Sani­
tary Officer to the village.

We feel sure, says the Australian Sugar Journal, 
that the non-technical reader will find “The Manu­
facture of Cane Sugar” a simple, useful, and read­
able account of the trend of modern cane sugar fac­
tory plant and practice. The technical reader, too, 
will glean much useful general information. “We 
think this book, apart from other merits, will cer­
tainly serve its avowed purpose in extending know­
ledge of the sugar industry to a wider circle than 
could be reached by the purely technical works now 
m existence.” “The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” 
by Jones and Scard, is obtainable at The West 
India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, Loxi- 
don, E.C.3. Price 25/-; post free 26/-.

A few subscriptions to the West India Committee 
are still outstanding. Punctual payment helps.
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HOME-GROWN BEET SUGAR.
By Victor C. Meyer.

(Continued from page 308.)
We now come to the establishment of a beet fac­

tory at Kelham, near Newark-on-Trent, in which 
the British Government has taken a large financial 
holding (about £375,000). This 
bade fair to be the greatest 
failure of all. The circum­
stances under which Home- 
Grown Sugar, Limited, was in- 
augurated were most adverse, 
more particularly since the erec­
tion of premises and machinery, 
the formation of roads and rail 
connections, and all preliminary 
contracts were made at the very 
height of their respective mar­
kets. The installation of the 
factory took place when finan­
cial fever, fanned by the fervour 
of war, ran riot with common 
sense. So that when a normal 
economic level is established, the 
outlook will not be favourable. 
Granted a verv large amount of 
preference, the growing of beet 
might temporarily benefit a few 
agriculturists, but the actual re­
sults cannot have the slightest effect on the world’s 
sugar markets. On account of the extraordinary 
cost of labour and material, the original capital had 
to be augmented to the extent of nearly 50 per 
cent., and is now at a figure far out of proportion 
to its production.

The contract price fixed with the farmers for 
their roots, as in the case of Cantley’s last effort, 

A Street in the New Brighton Village, Trinidad.
In this new street, formerly La Brea Road, stand a row of comfortable family cottages, 
whose inmates will receive the care and attention of the District Medical Officer.

was about four times the normal figure, so that 
any hope of a profitable result, even under reason­
able preference, was futile. Well might it be stated 
at a meeting of the company that the farmers were 
satisfied with the success of their part in the ven­
ture, and that the loss was on the ¿manufacturing side!

America, after many years of beet growing, can 
only get nine tons of roots to the acre, or about 
one ton of sugar, and the industry can only be 
carried on with exceptional preferential treatment. 
After a century’s experience on the Continent, 1| 
to If tons of sugar to the acre, under the most 
favourable conditions, is the rule, whereas the

A Family Cottage at Brighton.
While the bachelors are accommodated in barracks,^married couples are housed in 

cottages as well. These cottages are perfectly ventilated, and drained.

average world’s figure is 2^ tons per acre. With 
such experience to work upon, the assertions 
made by those interested as to the general 
results at Kelham, both in weight and sugar 
content, might be considered as fantastic. With 
sugar at its present price, home production 
seems a most hopeless and expensive proposition. 
Now, although the amounts of money invested— 

and lost—in home-grown beet 
would indicate industries of 
some magnitude, the works in 
question are of small capacity, 
both in output and volume of 
labour involved. The total 
capacity of the two concerns 
does not amount to 1 per cent, 
of the normal United Kingdom 
consumption, and the number of 
men engaged is only a few hun­
dreds. To employ to the utmost 
the manufacturing powers of 
the two existing home factories 
would absorb about 15,000 
acres, which might be applied to 
better productive purposes, as 
the amount of exemption 
granted under the recent fiscal 
concession represents, under 
such circumstances, about 
£350,000 annually.

The dream of a United Kingdom independent of 
outside sources for her sugar supply connotes the 
application of about 1,250,000 acres of beets, and 
5,000,000 with rotation, to beet growing. As one 
of the main arguments of the home growers is the 
agronomical advantage of the rotation of crops,
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that would mean a further area of land made suit­
able for sugar culture.

When we consider that in 1914 home growing 
of wheat absorbed 1,905,000 acres; that of barley 
1,871,000; and potatoes 1,200,000, it will be 
readily seen that the available land in the United 
Kingdom might be employed for purposes of more 
alimentary importance than sugar, so long as we 
have Colonies equipped by Nature for the facile 
cultivation of that very wholesome commodity, 
Colonies, moreover, which are placed at a distinct 
disadvantage by the enormous and unreasonable 
preference shown to the home grower of sugar.

In a general sense, there are many obstacles to 
a successful result in the growing and manufacture 
of indigenous sugar. Beet sugar, as a commercial 
undertaking, must be grown on “ the grand scale,” 
and must have as one of its accessories cheap 
transport. The physical features of our land are, 
in a way, unfavourable to such necessary advan­
tages. Other elements which militate against the 
feasibility of the home production of a commodity 
which can be marketed at such a cheap price as 
sugar are the incidence of taxation and the condi­
tions of labour.

The high level of taxation and other heavy bur­
dens on land practically put a severe handicap on 
an article which can be grown under more natural 
conditions, both as to soil and climate, in other 
parts of the world—-many of our own Dependen­
cies included. The Sigh rates of railway carriage, 
—a combination of taxation and labour demands— 
make transport, for even a comparatively short 
distance betwen farm and factory, prohibitive. For 
the ratio of weight is about 10 tons of raw mate­
rial to 1 of manufactured. In beet culture, the 
many field operations, such as hoeing, thinning, 
and weeding, demand much labour which is 
adequately performed on the Continent by women, 
boys and girls; for there they are free of many 
sentimental restrictions in restraint of trade.

In the earlier stages of the Cantley venture the 
difficulty, or impossibility, of getting suitable 
labour for much of the field work necessitated the 
importation of a small Colony of Hollanders, who 
were settled in the district, so that one of the 
avowed objects of the undertaking was largely 
defeated. Management, considerable labour, both 
skilled and unskilled, with the appliances they 
handled, all of Continental origin, did not indicate 
much of a home industry. In any scheme of intro­
ducing a new industry, the element of labour plays 
a most important part, and the manufacture of 
beet sugar, in that connection, presents certairf 
disadvantages.

Undoubtedly, under present conditions, the work 
can be more economically and better done abroad 
than at home, so that we must be at a disadvan­
tage, both in regard to tonnage on the farm and 
sugar content in the factory. When She period of 
maturity has arrived the roots must be harvested 
at once and their contents turned into sugar. The 
processes must be expeditiously and continuously 
carried through, any delay or interruption being 
fraught with danger, nay, even disaster.

(To be concluded.)

JAMAICA’S TASTE IN TOBACCO.

“ Jackass Rope,” the locally prepared rope­
tobacco, is, according to the Canadian Trade Com­
missioner, Mr. F. L. Casserly, preferred by most 
Jamaicans to imported pipe tobacco, which is 
favoured by the upper and middle classes. A local 
pipe tobacco, sold as “Machados Mixture,” is, how­
ever, gaining ground.

Cigars are extensively smoked by the upper and 
middle classes, and are all, save the wrappers, of 
local manufacture and mostly of high grade. Their 
pale blue smoke, firm grey ash, and delicate 
bouquet have carried them throughout the world, 
and earned for them a reputation scarcely inferior 
to that of Havana cigars. No imported cigars are 
consumed in Jamaica; and in view of the cheapness 
and excellent quality of the local product, together 
with the lower cost of labour in Jamaica, and a 
high tariff of 10s. per pound preferential and 
13s. 4d. per pound general on imported cigars, as 
against a graduated excise tax ranging from 6d. per 
100 on the cheapest to 2s. per 100 on the most ex­
pensive locally manufactured ciears, opportunities 
for import business do not exist.

“ In the case of cigarettes the position is rather 
different. The Jamaican consumption of cigarettes 
is about 15,000,000 per month of which, roughly, 
12,000,000 are imported. Four years ago the per­
centages were nearly reversed. The chief reason 
for this change is undoubtedly the superior quality, 
more attractive packing, better value and competi­
tive prices of imported cigarettes. A secondary 
clause is the acquirement of a taste for English 
cigarettes by thousands of Jamaican soldiers when 
on active service abroad during the war.

“ With the exception of one or two brands, the 
locally made cigarette is a distinctly inferior article. 
When smoked, it lasts only about half as long as 
the imported cigarette. Then the tobacco is bone- 
dry, harsh in flavour, and in the form of small 
chips instead of strands as in the case of its im­
ported competitors ; consequently it easily falls out 
of the wrapper. The Jamaican cigarette is really 
a by-product of the cigar. In cultivating tobacco 
small leaves in considerable quantity are produced, 
and these are not suitable for the manufacture of 
cigars. Hitherto the practice has been to use these 
leaves for making cigarettes. The local tobacco 
firms have therefore for some time past viewed with 
alarm the decrease in the consumption of Jamaican 
cigarettes, and in the early part of 1921, when the 
Preferential Tariff Bill was in course of preparation, 
they pointed out to members of the Legislative 
Council that unless the duties on imported cigar­
ettes were raised, the Jamaican cigarette industry 
would be destroyed, and the prices of Jamaican 
cigars, both in Jamaica and elsewhere, would neces­
sarily increase. These representations resulted in 
increased duties upon imported cigarettes; they 
were raised from a flat rate of 3s. 6d. per pound to 
5s.^3d. preferential and 7s. general tariff.

“ It might be mentioned however, that the sales 
of Jamaican cigarettes show but slight improve­
ment since the preferential tariff became effective, 
as the prices of imported cigarettes, although at 
first advanced, have been reduced of late.”
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BANANE DES ANTILLES.
Its Reappearance in Alsace.

The banana could hardly have chosen more bene­
volent climatic conditions than those which 
heralded its reappearance in Alsace, writes Mr. 
E. M. Prince, of the Continental Department of 
Messrs. Elders & Fyffes, in the Banana Budget. 
The thermometer had registered 90 degrees in the 
shade over the week-end, and when Monday arrived 
with even a higher temperature, it found the Stras­
bourgeois eager for anything that promised succu­
lent and moderately cheap refreshment without 
great effort. Thus the barrow gentry of Strasbourg 
had a regular field-day on Monday morning, and a 
perpetual stream was returning to the entrepot 
during the afternoon and following days for fresh 
supplies of ammunition.

Crowds collected quickly round these barrows, and 
Alsatians, male and female, of every state and walk 
in life, could be seen strolling the streets, relishing 
the long-denied “ Banane des Antilles,” whose 
metamorphosis from the pre-war “ Westindische 
Banane ” no doubt made it all the more palatable.

Living in France is very expensive to-day, but 
the price of 50 centimes (2|d. now) for each banana 
is comparatively cheap, and soon made its effect 
felt on the price of their Canary cousins, whilst even 
cherries, which formerly claimed to hold their own 
against all comers, were forced to haul down their 
flag and surrender 50 centimes a pound.

The handlers in France have many difficulties to 
contend with, difficulties which demand the sym­
pathies of their more fortunate confrères in Eng­
land. Apart from a long and expensive haul from 
Rotterdam, they have irksome Customs duties and 
aggravating taxes to meet which prohibit them at 
present from being able to place a really cheap 
banana on the market. However, banana men 
have the same tenacity of purpose all the world 
over, and find their chief pleasure in surmounting 
obstacles. Moreover, the foreigner has not been 
slow in noting the tremendous advantages of our 
modern methods—such as flatting, regulators, etc., 
and his only complaint is the now almost universal 
cry : “ Why can’t you send more? ”

It is stated that the United States Government 
has asked the British Government to prevent “rum­
running” from the West Indies, either by treaty 
or by the establishment and enforcement of regula­
tions to prevent it. Presumablv the term “ rum- 
running” is used generically to cover smuggling of 
spirits of all kinds, since it is whisky that is being 
imported into dry America in greatest quantities. 
The position is a difficult one to deal with, since, 
as far as the British and Colonial Governments are 
concerned, the liquor trade is conducted on per­
fectly legitimate lines, and they could hardly be 
expected to assist in enforcing America’s prohibi­
tion policy. It has been suggested that the Ameri­
can Customs jurisdiction might be extended to 
eighteen miles from the mainland, which would 
enable patrol launches to search any suspected 
vessel outside the usual territorial waters ; but the 
adoption of this proposal might well lead to Inter­
national complications.

AMERICAN ENTERPRISE IN CUBA.
(Continued from page 331.)

On a study trip through Cuba in 1915 the factory 
managements of six American-owned factories in 
eastern Cuba furnished the writer with the cost of 
production figures for a total of 18 campaigns, the 
figures covering from one to eight campaigns per 
factory. The lowest cost for a single campaign of 
an individual factory was 1.35c. per pound and the 
average cost for the 18 campaigns of the six eastern 
factories was 1.58c. per lb. Management reports 
covering 16 campaigns of 4 large American factories 
equally well managed in western Cuba showed an 
average cost of 2.42c. per lb., an excess cost of 84 
cents per 100 lbs., as compared with the six factories 
in eastern Cuba. Eastern Cuba abounds in good 
harbours, all of the mills are within a few miles 
of the coast, the normal freight rate to New York 
is 8 to 12c. per 100 lbs., and all the projectors of 
new factories with whom the writer came in contact 
were counting upon their ability to land sugar in 
New York at a cost not to exceed 2c. per pound. 
Comparing Cuban and American costs of production 
it may be said that in the latter the average cost 
of the extractable sugar in the beets alone on the 
44,000,000 tons produced from 1905 to 1914 was 
2.213c. per pound, or 63.3c. per 100 more than the 
total cost of producing sugar in eastern Cuba, and 
to this must be added transportation from farm to 
factory, factory labour, fuel, coke, lime and other 
supplies, administration, overhead, depreciation 
and all other charges. Under the abnormal condi­
tions which prevailed in the years 1919 and 1920, 
American farmers received 4.76 and 4.57c. per 
pound respectively for the sugar which was ex­
tracted from their 15 million tons of beets.

American Railway Enterprise.

The building of the Cuba Central Railway along 
the “ hog-back ” of Cuba from Santa Clara through 
the eastern provinces of Camaguey and Oriente 
to Santiago, was begun by American capital soon 
after Cuba gained her independence. Prior to that 
time, except for small areas adjoining the seaports, 
these two provinces were a terra incognita, a vast 
forest and dense jungle through which there were 
no roads and but few trails.

Unimproved lands in Cuba being free from taxa­
tion, the greater portion of the vast wilderness of 
eastern Cuba has descended from generation to 
generation in large tracts, and its selling value was 
merely nominal. With the advent of transporta­
tion facilities the incoming American sugar ex­
ploiters were quick to see the advantages of clear­
ing and planting this low priced wild land instead 
of embarking on improved lands in the western 
portion of the island. Non-resident owners were 
slow to appreciate the value of their holdings, and 
American companies usually acquired several times 
the area of cane-lands needed for the mills they 
erected. In many cases the land was bought for a 
song. The writer’s attention was directed to a 
hundred thousand acre tract which one American
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company purchased for $190,000, but usually the 
cost, while low, was several times this rate per acre.

In purchasing virgin land, the purchaser usually 
contracts with the seller to clear a certain portion 
of it, plant it to cane, and furnish cane to the mill 
for a period of six years, with the privilege of re­
newal for another six years, generally on the basis 
of 4 to 5| per cent, of the weight of the cane in raw 
sugar, or from one-half to two-thirds the price 
paid in Western Cuba for raw material. The cost 
of clearing is advanced by the new owners, and is 
paid back in yearly instalments deducted from the 
payment for cane, so that in six years not only has 
the mill made the customary profit on the cane 
ground, but it has thousands of acres of profitable 
cane fields, the cost of which is only the nominal 
cost of the wild land.

When, in 1915, the writer travelled from Santa 
Clara to Santiago, Santiago to Antilia, and Antilla 
to Camaguey, the clouds of smoke from bush fires 
were so continuous it seemed as though the entire 
stretch of more than 1,000 miles of main and side 
trips was being prepared for planting. To prepare 
the land for planting, the jungle is cut and grubbed 
out, the trees are felled on the brush piles and 
burned, after which such brush as was not burned 
by the first fire is raked into piles and subjected 
to a second burning. Looking across the network 
of unburned logs and stumps, one is puzzled to 
know how a bull-cart of cane ever can be hauled 
across such obstructions, but somehow they manage 
it, and in due course they are obliterated by decay. 
With the land still covered with stumps and 6 to 
10-inch logs, ploughing would be impossible, even 
if it were necessary, which it is not. The writer 
visited one plantation which had 20,000 acres of 
ripe cane before ever they had a plough on the 
estate.

How the Canes are Planted.
To plant the cane, gangs of natives armed 

with steel pointed sticks jab holes in the ground 
as near as they can calculate 3 ft. by 3 ft., skipping 
logs and stumps, drop in a joint of cane, scrape 
the dirt over it with the foot, and in one to three 
months the new cane leaves completely shade the 
ground, and from that time on the roots continue 
to yield an annual crop of cane for from 20 to 50 
years without replanting. At Guantanamo the 
writer saw a cane-field from which the fiftieth suc­
cessive crop of cane was being cut from the same 
roots without replanting. Other fields which had 
been producing cane from the same roots for 20 
to 40 years without replanting were common, and 
the writer was informed that none of the cane 
planted in these new districts since Cuban inde­
pendence had been replanted.

Perhaps an even greater advantage than the long 
ratooning of cane in Cuba is enjoyed by those who 
take up and improve wild land in Eastern Cuba. 
During all the centuries of natural growth, the 
jungle throughout Camaguey and Oriente has been 
so thick that neither weed nor grass seed which 
happened to have blown into it could live and 
germinate, and hence, unlike the fields in the west 
end of the island and elsewhere in the world, there 
is none of this foul growth to fight, either imme­

diately or during a long term of years. Except 
on the older sugar estates which had been in 
operation near Santiago, Guantanamo and Nuevitas 
long before Cuban independence, none of the cane 
fields visited had ever been cultivated, and all the 
estimates submitted to the writer on the total cost 
of cultivation in eastern Cuba placed it 66 less than 
a dollar an acre per year.”

Assuming that in their year of greatest produc 
tion the 85 American-owned mills listed ran to 
capacity, they have a combined annual capacity of 
3,116,942 tons of sugar, equal to 70 per cent, of the 
total amount of sugar produced in Cuba in 1918-19, 
the year of the island’s greatest production. Of 
the 85 American-owned mills, 49 are either owned 
outright by American sea-board sugar refining 
companies, or are affiliated with them by inter­
locking officers and directors, as shown by Poor 
and Moody’s Manuals. These 49 mills have an 
average capacity of 47,572 tons per mill, a total 
of 2,331,033 tons, equal to 53 per cent, of the total 
Cuban sugar production in 1920-21.

In his testimony before the Senate Committee on 
Finance on December I9th, 1921, Mr. Henry A. 
Rubino, of the Mirandi Sugar Company, repre­
senting the American producers of sugar in Cuba, 
submitted a tabulated statement showing that the 
total value of the assets of American companies 
engaged in the Cuban sugar industry now amounts 
to $621,219,766, and that these American com­
panies own and control 4,459,407 acres of cane land, 
which, with the average Cuban yield of 2.46 tons 
of sugar per acre, would produce 10,970,000 tons of 
sugar. Of the total American-owned cane area 
and assets in Cuba, Mr. Rubino’s statement shows 
that 3,328,549 acres and $489,698,904.67 of the 
assets are owned outright by United States sugar 
refining interests, or by companies affiliated with 
and controlled by them, these interests having a 
sufficient cane acreage to produce an annual crop 
of 8,188,000 tons of sugar.

OBITUARY.

Mr. Edward Goulburn Sinckler.

We regret to state that Mr. Edward Goulburn 
Sinckler, manager of the Barbados Savings Bank, 
died on June 30th, after a brief illness.

The son of the late Rev. E. G. Sinckler, the subject 
of our memoir, was born in 1856. He entered the 
Civil Service of the Colony in 1874, as a clerk in the 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, rising to be Chief Clerk 
of the Record Branch, and Acting Clerk to the 
Governor. In 1892 he was appointed Chief Clerk to 
the Judges of the Assistant Court of Appeal. He 
received the substantive appointment of Police Magi­
strate and Judge in 1901, having very frequently acted 
in that capacity previously, and notably having acted 
as Coroner of St. Michael at the time of the humcane 
of 1898. In 1911 Mr. Sinckler was appointed Census 
Commissioner, receiving, eight years later, the post 
of Manager of the Government Savings Bank which 
he held at the time of his death.
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AGRICULTURE IN TRINIDAD. WHAT IS LIME-JUICE CORDIAL?

A Record Cacao Crop.

A record was broken by the quantity of cacao 
exported from Trinidad last year, when the total 
amounted to 75,238,566 lbs., beating the previous 
record figures of 1917 by five million lbs. The 
Director of Agriculture’s report for 1921 shows that 
there were no unusual diseases or pests. Pod-rot 
was prevalent, due to the wet season, but the same 
cause resulted in thrips attacks being less severe 
than usual. A special campaign against the cacao 
beetle, which causes damage principally to 
neglected small holdings, was waged in the Mo ruga 
district.

So successful was the campaign waged, under the 
direction of Mr. C. M. D. Roach, against the mosaic 
disease of the cane, that whereas to start with the 
average infection was 106 stools per acre, at the 
end it was less than two. The unusually wet year 
was a heavy handicap, but the very considerable 
success achieved gives reason to hope that with 
continued watchfulness in 1922, and hearty co­
operation of the planters large and small, the dis­
ease will be prevented from doing any considerable 
harm in the future.

Taking as usual one pound of copra as the equiva­
lent of three nuts, the exports of coco-nuts were 
approximately 33,000,000 nuts, compared with 
39,000,000 in 1920, whilst in value they fell from 
£416,575 to £172,077. Diseases are still trouble­
some, mainly bud-rot and red-ring. As already 
reported, the latter has been shown by Mr. Nowell 
to be due to a nematode. On some estates it causes 
heavy losses amongst palms just reaching the bear- 
mg age, losses which prompt and vigorous action 
in destroying the diseased plants and checking by 
cross drains the spread of the disease to adjacent 
trees would, it is believed, materially reduce. The 
first cases are too often neglected and allowed to 
become centres of infection. Work on these lines 
is the more necessary as older trees are very 
much less liable to infection, so that the expense of 
eradication is only necessary for a comparatively 
brief period. As yet, coco-nut diseases are not fully 
understood here or in any other country.

The Anthracnose (Wither-tip or Blossom Blight) 
of limes, first reported in 1918, shows no sign of 
disappearing, and is very widely spread—it was 
found, even on an isolated old tree on the very 
summit of the Island of Chacachacare, at an eleva­
tion of about 810 feet. In Tobago it is present 
apparently only on one estate, and with the per­
mission of the owner arrangements were made to 
destroy all the limes on the property. Infected 
trees in the neighbourhood were also destroyed and 
compensation paid. The Rangpur lime, said to be 
resistant to the disease, has been introduced, and a 
plot of it planted at St. Clair. The old cotton 
ginnery building at Scarborough was added to 
during the year by the Public Works Department 
to make it suitable for the promised co-operative 
lime factory.

The exports of citrus fruit were larger than in 
1920, being over 1,100,000 oranges.

Should it contain Phosphoric Acid?

Mr. Wood on page 53 of his recent Report, deal­
ing with the competition that lime-juice had to face 
from drinks made with synthetic chemicals, stated 
that he was “considering with other departments of 
His Majesty’s Government whether an amendment 
of the Food and Drugs Act would be possible” in 
order to obviate this.

That some legislative change is necessary is 
evident from the failure of a recent prosecution 
under the law as it stands—a case vitally affecting 
growers of limes, but in other respects recalling 
some of the features of the famous “Demerara 
Sugar ” prosecutions of the last twenty years.

In this case the defendant, Mr. Herbert Foster, was 
summoned at Marylebone on June 23rd to answer a 
charge of selling to the prejudice of the purchaser, 
lime-juice cordial which contained forty grains of 
phosphoric acid per pint, and was not, therefore, of 
the nature, substance and quality demanded by the 
purchaser.

Mr. Charles Hill, who prosecuted on behalf of the 
Paddington Borough Council, said that the case arose 
in respect of a bottle of lime-juice cordial which the 
Council’s inspector had had analysed. The label on 
the bottle read “Schweppes’ Lime-Juice Cordial, pre­
pared from the juice of the finest West Indian culti­
vated limes.” Lime-juice cordial by no stretch of 
imagination would include phosphoric acid, the use 
of which, however, seeing that it was ^140 per ton 
cheaper than citric acid, one could understand.

Mr. A. W. Stokes, public analyst, giving evidence, 
said that the presence of phosphoric acid was quite 
unusual and not at all necessary. He had never 
before found it in lime-juice cordial, which should 
consist of water and sugar, citric acid and essential 
oils due to the lime. Phosphoric acid was not in­
jurious in any way. The idea had been spread about 
that citric acid contained lead, but this was not a 
fact. Similar evidence was given by Dr. Dudfield, 
Medical Officer of Health for Paddington.

For the defence, counsel contended that the pre- 
secution failed in that the inspector had asked for 
Schweppes’ Lime-Juice Cordial, and had obtained the 
article for which he had asked—.which the magis­
trate declared was an important point to raise, as it 
might lead to a new Act of Parliament being passed. 
Mr. James Forbes Henderson said he had been forty 
years engaged in the manufacture of lime-juice, and 
was now associated with Messrs. Schweppes. To his 
bitter regret he had tried to make lime-juice from 
lime-juice, water and, sugar alone, and the public 
would not have it, because it was harsh in flavour. 
It was necessary to add some acid, preferably phos­
phoric acid. He admitted that his firm also sold a 
lime-juice described as pure West Indian lime-juice 
which did not contain phosphoric acid.

In dismissing the case, the Magistrate (Mr. J. A. 
Symmonds) said that several sample bottles of lime- 
juice cordial of different makers had been produced, 
all of which were completely free from phosphoric 
acid. They were all of a lower price than the one in 
this case, except one, which was the same. He 
found, however, on the facts before him that the pur­
chaser did not get an inferior article to that to1 which 
he was entitled.
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THE TEN YEARS’ PLEDGE.
“ Undertaking ” the Same as Agreement.

In view of the prevailing uncertainty as to the 
exact scope of the Government’s pronouncements 
regarding the guarantee of preference to the West 
Indies for a period of ten years, Sir Edward Davson, 
as President of the Associated West Indian Cham­
bers of Commerce, addressed a letter on May 26th 
to the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, going over the whole ground, and in­
viting a statement as to what extent the position 
had altered since Mr. Wood made his original state­
ment, and how far the West Indies could still rely 
on the continuance of the preference.

Sir Edward pointed out that Mr. Wood had an­
nounced to a meeting of the Associated Chambers 
in Trinidad on 29th January that His Majesty’s 
Government was prepared, subject to the approval 
of Parliament, to enter into a formal agreement 
with the West Indian Colonies that the existing pre­
ference on West Indian goods imported into the 
United Kingdom should be continued for ten years 
on the basis of reciprocity. The letter then drew 
attention to the fact that in an answer by Mr. 
Churchill in the House of Commons on the 23rd 
February, and a despatch addressed to the West 
Indian Governors on March 9th, the word “under­
taking” had been substituted for the word “agree­
ment.” Whilst the change of policy thus indicated 
had caused some apprehension, Sir Edward 
thought that the West Indies would be prepared to 
acquiesce in the form of the guarantee being a 
matter for the Imperial Government to decide, so 
long as the preference was maintained.

On May 22nd, however, Mr. Wood had stated 
that it was the intention of the Government to 
“maintain this undertaking so long as they continue 
to enjoy His Majesty’s confidence,” from which it 
would appear that the original promise of a formal 
agreement had been reduced to an undertaking that 
the Government would not withdraw the preference 
before the next general election. He concluded :—

“ Should this view of the position be correct, I 
can only say that it will cause the most bitter dis­
appointment throughout the West Indies. High hopes 
have been placed on an announcement which pro­
mised so much, but it is difficult to see how these 
can be sustained in existing circumstances. It is 
realised that it is possible for future Parliaments to 
reverse the policy of their predecessors, but no Par­
liament would presumably revoke an agreement with­
out mature deliberation. The same security cannot 
be felt over an undertaking which has so far only 
been given in Parliament in the form of an answer to 
a question, and great uncertainty is bound to' arise 
in the West Indies as to how far this may be con­
sidered binding on, or even remembered by future 
Governments. ”

Mr. Edward Wood replied on July 11th. After 
pointing out that it would be a source of keen regret 
to the Government if there should be any mis­
apprehension in regard to their policy on this 
matter, he went on to say that to the full extent of 
their power the Government had, subject always, 
of course, to the over-riding authority of Parlia­
ment, definitely committed the Mother Country to 

a continuance of preference on the existing lines to 
articles at present enjoying it for a minimum period 
of ten years.

“There is, in the opinion of His Majesty’s 
Government,” he continued, “no difference between 
an * agreement ’ and an ‘ undertaking ’ in such a 
matter. Both alike constitute a pledge, the value 
of which depends on the prospect of its being 
kept as a matter of public faith, and not upon the 
form in which it is cast. If the undertaking were 
embodied in a formal written agreement, it would 
not be the document but the honourable obligation 
to observe its terms that would constitute the guar­
antee to the West Indies of the continuance of pre­
ference. As, therefore, there are some constitu­
tional and practical objections to reducing the un­
dertaking to the form of a written agreement, His 
Majesty’s Government have on further considera­
tion preferred to use the term ‘undertaking,’ which 
more accurately expresses the substance of their 
engagement, but in their opinion in no way de­
tracts from the binding character of their promise.”

Finally, as regards the anxiety lest a change of 
Government should lead to a reversal of policy, 
Mr. Wood stated that the Government could not 
doubt but that their successors, even if they dis­
agreed with the policy involved, would consider 
themselves fully bound by the pledge which had 
been given, and there was no ground whatever 
for anticipating any such departure from estab­
lished precedent and from the honourable traditions 
of public life in this country as would be involved 
in a failure to observe an undertaking which had 
thus been formally given to the West Indian Colo­
nies. ________

The West India Committee has been informed 
by the Imperial War Graves Commission that the 
Director of Works, who recently visited Taranto 
Cemetery, in which many N.C.O.’s and men of the 
British West Indies Regiment lie, found it exceed­
ingly well kept and tidy. The cemetery is in a 
secluded and beautiful spot, and the many flowers 
in it are now in bloom.

THE BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.

That the monthly Board of Trade Returns need 
overhauling and recasting in some respects must 
have been apparent to the readers of The West 
India Committee Circular, which has protested 
against “rum and imitation rum” appearing as a 
single item, and saccharin being classified as sugar. 
Now comes another complaint, Messrs. Clayton & 
Jowett protesting in our contemporary the Mineral 
Water Trade Journal against the failure of the au­
thorities to differentiate between Jamaica and 
Cochin ginger. They point out that the value of 
ginger imported in May was given as 70/- per cwt., 
whereas Jamaica ginger root was valued at 195 /-to 
250/- per cwt. during that month.

Another cause for complaint is the classification 
of direct consumption sugars, such as plantation 
white Demerara sugar, etc., as “unrefined.” 
Direct consumption sugar and raw sugar would be 
a more suitable form of classification.
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ALCOHOLIC MOTOR SPIRIT. PIGS IN DOMINICA.

The Distillers Company’s Enterprise.

Speaking at the annual general meeting of The 
Distillers Company at Edinburgh on July 14th, Mr. 
W. H. Ross (the managing director) said that there 
could be no doubt whatever that the greater the 
number of people who could be weaned from the 
habit of partaking of spirituous liquors as a bever­
age in moderation through the effects of the high 
price which the continuance of this excessive duty 
entailed, the more vulnerable would be their 
position when the next local veto election took 
place. Now just as a prudent man insured his 
property against the possibility that some day it 
might be burned to the ground, so the directors 
were ever alive to the importance of looking out 
for new outlets for their products to provide for the 
possibility of the present channels of business being 
closed against them. He was glad to acknowledge 
the valuable assistance which they had received 
from the Fuel Research Board through their 
officer, Sir Frederic Nathan, K.B.E., also from 
H.M. Board of Customs and Excise, in getting the 
necessary alterations made to the regulations per­
mitting of the easier handling of this product. 
This has enabled them to erect a mixing plant at 
their Hammersmith Distillery, London, from 
whence they are regularly supplying quantities of 
their “Discol” motor spirit to a limited number of 
users.

The Empire Motor Fuels Committee of the Im­
perial Motor Transport Council have published an 
interim report of the sub-committee, of which Dr. 
Ormanby is chairman, appointed to investigate the 
behaviour of alcohol when used as fuel in internal 
combustion engines. Their conclusions are :—

(1) Alcohol can be employed from the low com­
pression employed on paraffin engines up to a far 
higher compression than can be used on any petrol 
engine; (2) the thermal efficiency obtainable with 
alcohol is higher than with petrol or benzol; (3) 
under all conditions of throttle or mixture alcohol 
requires the spark more advanced than is the case 
with petrol or benzol, and much more advanced 
with the weak mixtures; (4) there was no evidence 
at any piston speed attained in the engine that the 
rate of combustion of alcohol under the conditions 
obtaining was too slow to obtain the maximum 
effect; (5) detonation does not occur at compres­
sions up to 8-1, and pre-ignition does not occur 
at 6-1, even when running for long periods at the 
highest possible power output of the engine; (6) 
there were no evidences whatever of corrosion in 
the engine; (7) the power output and efficiency 
are increased by low temperature of the circulat­
ing water; (8) supplying heat to the carburettor 
reduced the power output, but slightly increased 
the thermal efficiency; (9) increase in the water 
contents up to 10 volumes per cent, is an advan­
tage, particularly in very high compression engines.

A new series of experiments is now in hand with 
a view to investigating the effect of ether with 
alcohol, and the influence of alcohol when mixed 
with petrol, benzol, paraffin, and the like.

The Need for Stock Raising.

A considerable number of pigs are bred in the 
country districts of Dominica, and also in the vil­
lages, but the conditions under which they are 
raised are not pleasant.

In a valuable memorandum on the subject, Mr. 
Joseph Jones, the Curator of the Botanic Gardens, 
shows that pig-raising on scientific lines is taking 
an increasingly prominent part in the island’s agri­
cultural economy, although the topography of 
Dominica is not altogether favourable for stock 
raising, except perhaps in the case of the agile goat, 
owing to the lack of any considerable areas of level 
or slightly undulating land. It is due to this fact 
that the meat market in Roseau depends to some 
extent on importations of cattle from Montserrat. 
During the war, when this source of supply was 
cut off, the stock of animals in Dominica, never 
quite equal to local wants, was greatly depleted, 
and is now only slowly recovering from that serious 
set-back. Although the island is not, from a stock- 
man’s point of view, altogether well suited for 
stock raising, pigs do well if properly housed and 
fed. It is, of course, well known that wild pigs, 
the descendants of domesticated pigs, exist in the 
forest, where they live on various wild yams, the 
fruits of forest trees, and unfortunately, by raids 
on the varied produce found in peasants’ gardens 
situated near the edge of the forest. These pigs 
are occasionally hunted, but possibly not so much 
since the hurricanes of 1915 and 1916 owing to the 
difficulties of travelling through the forest caused 
by fallen tree trunks. The flesh of the young hogs 
is said to be well flavoured.

The kind of pig in Dominica is largely Berkshire, 
but it has not been kept up by regular importa­
tions of new blood. Consequently, the pig of to­
day, owing to poor feeding, bad housing, and 
general degeneracy, is an exceedingly small and 
lean representative of the above breed. During 
the days of the Agricultural School, a couple of 
Poland-China boars were kept for breeding pur­
poses. These were sent round the island and stood 
for service at different estates. This good work of 
improving the local breed of pigs came to an end 
on the closing of the Agricultural School twelve 
years ago. As regards Dominica it is not difficult 
to answer the enquiry as to the breeds best suited 
to local conditions. The trials at the Agricultural 
School some years ago, the experience of planters 
who have imported boars, and the recent work at 
the Paz Farm, all confirm the Berkshire and the 
Poland-China as the premier breeds for the island. 
The white Yorkshire and the Tamworth breeds do 
not thrive. There appears to be no record of any 
importation of Duroc-Jersey pigs.

While there appears to be no very great scope for 
a pig-raising industry in Dominica, it is probable 
a fair measure of success would attend well directed 
efforts by two or three hard-working individuals. 
Vegetables for feeding these animals could be 
raised, perhaps, more easily than in any other
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island, and if the efforts were made on or near a 
lime estate, this food could be supplemented by 
lime seeds, of which the pigs are very fond, and 
on which they fatten readily. The question of 
shelter during night should not be a difficult one 
in a country like Dominica in which an abundance 
of posts and thatching material can be easily 
obtained. The matter of enclosing even small 
fields with imported fencing is impossible under 
present conditions on the score of expense. It re­
mains to be seen whether that useful tree, Glirici- 
dia maculata, could not be utilised in this connec­
tion for enclosing fields with a living stockade. 
Posts of this tree carefully planted at about ten or 
twelve inches apart will speedily take root, and 
with the rapid growth of this species, should form 
an excellent and lasting fence if kept topped at a 
height of about five or six feet. To form a suit­
able fence of this kind would require twelve 
months or more, according to the care given, as 
well as a supply of established trees to furnish 
great numbers of cuttings. An alternative scheme 
would be to fence in the land with rough posts 
placed ten or twelve feet apart, and barbed or 
other wire, and then to plant Gliricidia as stated 
above and secure the cuttings to the wire for sup­
port. By the time such material as barbed wire 
has rusted away, the living fence should be 
thoroughly established and should prove practically 
permanent.

While it is hoped that some attention will be 
given to this matter of hog raising, efforts could 
also be made in other directions for the purpose 
of increasing the local meat supply. If planters 
could only be persuaded to give more attention 
to the planting of coconuts, a very promising in­
dustry for Dominica, and utilise some of their best 
lands for this purpose, numbers of sheep could be 
raised, especially when the coconut palms were 
between two to seven years of age, at wRich time 
there is usually a rich herbage covering the ground 
coupled with a certain amount of grateful shade. 
There is no doubt that the extension of coconut 
planting and the raising of sheep could proceed 
side by side with considerable advantage to the 
planter, and with every prospect of effecting a 
gradual improvement in the agricultural conditions 
of Dominica. Comparison with the other islands 
would probably show that all kinds of live stock 
in Dominica, both in proportion to population, and 
to area under cultivation, are on a lower ratio in 
both instances than in neighbouring islands. It is 
well known that many estates do not carry the 
number of head of cattle which they should do*, 
both in their own, and, incidentally, in the public 
interest.

WANTS.
Small “ Want ” advertisements will be accepted for publica­

tion under this heading at the rate of 3/6 for three 
. lines and 1 f- for each additional line.

Lady travelling to Demerara in September would like 
another, lady to assist her on board to destination or near 
port. Has been very ill. Half passage in exchange. 
Reply to “ T. G.”, c/o The West India Committee 
Circular, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3.

THE WEST INDIAN OILFIELD.

Were oil not temporarily under a cloud owing 
to over-production, an article on Petroleum in 
Central America and the West Indies, appearing in 
the July number of the Mining Magazine, from the 
pen of Mr. Henry B. Milner, would arouse much 
enthusiasm regarding the oil-yielding possibilities 
of the West India islands.

Mr. Milner, who is an accepted authority, being 
lecturer in Petroleum Technology to the Royal 
School of Mines, quotes Sir Stopford Brunton as 
stating that “ So far, neither petroleum nor natural 
gas has been found in Jamaica, but during the win­
ter of 1919-20 some prospecting was done with a 
view to determining the possibilities of finding oil 
in certain WTestern parishes,” and adds that it 
seems almost incredible that the largest of the 
British West Indian Islands should have been 
neglected in the matter of oil exploration until 
comparatively recently.

In Jamaica there exist structures such as are 
frequently favourable to the accumulation of petro­
leum, providing the faulting has not been too ex­
cessive. There is, however, apparently very little 
surface evidence of oil though the nature of some 
of the deposits, more particularly the lowest mem­
bers of the Coastal Series, is suggestive. Apart 
from the Western part of the island, some possibi­
lities would seem to exist in the district lying to 
the east of Kingston, where both sediments and 
structures are potentially favourable.

Coming to Antigua, Mr. Milner points out that 
practically the entire Southern and Western parts 
of that island are composed of a complex of igneous 
rocks and altered sediments corresponding in age 
and character to the Blue Mountain Series of 
Jamaica. There remain the Tertiary areas of the 
central plain and of the country to the North and 
North-East which have been prospected, but so far 
no favourable indications of petroleum have been 
reported, though the type of rocks developed in the 
North-East (representatives of the Oceanic Series 
of Jamaica) and also the local structures, would 
seem to be quite favourable.

In British Honduras oil exploration has been 
largely confined to the Cretaceous dolomite region, 
and to the northern area of Tertiaries, though a 
more thorough geological survey is now in progress. 
Geologically speaking, Mr. Milner considers that the 
conditions would seem to be decidedly favourable 
to the ultimate location of an oilfield there.

BIRTH.
The charge for the announcement of Births, Marriage' 

and Deaths is 3/6 for three lines and 1 /- for each additional 
line.

Pearce.—At Belize, British Honduras, on June 21st, the 
wife of H. W. Pearce, of a son.

DEATH.
Woodhouse.—On July 29th, at a nursing home, Coventry 

Archer Woodhouse, of 30, Mincing Lane, and 13, Gledhow 
Gardens, S.W., late of Southmead, Wimbledon Park, aged 
74.



August 3, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 361

JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By Agronomist.

Among the many Belgian industries which suf­
fered during the war was that of vegetable oil. In 
1913 Belgium imported 260,000 tons of linseed. In 
1920 the imports only amounted to 21,000 tons.

* * *
Sugar is the greatest manufacturing industry in 

the land of the Mormons, there being 18 beet sugar 
factories in Utah, with a total root capacity of 
15,000 short tons per day—say between 1,700 and 
2,000 tons.

* * *

In one of the many coffee substitutes which ob­
tain in Germany, there has been found roasted and 
ground narcissus bulbs. The Teutonic stomach 
must be functionally peculiar, as the bulb of the 
narcissus contains an alkaloid whose action is 
strongly emetic.

* * *
The consumption of air-dried peat in Ireland on 

the domestic hearth is stated to be about 7,000,000 
tons annually, and it is calculated that the Irish 
bogs contain no less than the equivalent of 4,000,000 
tons of peat dried to a water content of 25 per cent. 
In an ordinary Irish bog there is 90 per cent, of 
water.

* * *
In the United States the term Holsteins is ap­

plied to a breed of cows which in the United King­
dom is called Friesians, as this breed comes almost 
entirely from the Friesland district of Holland. The 
breed in the United States vies with the Jersey in 
popularity and numbers. There are records of 
Holstein cows yielding 50 quarts of milk a day.

TV -7C

The whole of the cotton seed used for planting 
purposes in Montserrat for the 1921 crop was 
treated by heat for the destruction of the larvae of 
the pink boll-worm by means of a citrate drier 
which was in the island. The maximum tempera­
ture used was 130 deg. F., and it is stated that the 
vitality of the seeds was in no way impaired by the 
treatment.

* * *
The coffee industry of India is practically con­

fined to Southern India, comprising the Madras 
Presidency, Coorg, and the States of Mysore, 
Travancore, and Cochin. In 1920-21, according to 
Mr. D. N. Ghosh in the Indian Trade Journal, the 
total area under cultivation was 124,672 acres, or 
an increase of 7 per cent, on that of the preceding 
year. The total production of cured coffee was 
22,486,696 pounds, and the yield varied from 246 
pounds per acre in Travancore to. 1.32 pounds in 
Cochin.

#az. az.
•7v -tv

The “greyback” beetle is one of the great pests 
of the Australian sugar industry, and the question 
of the manurial value of “beetlemeal,” prepared 
from their dried bodies, has been made the subject 
of investigation by the Bureau of Sugar Experiment 
Stations in Queensland. The meal has been found 
to contain 10.20 per cent, of nitrogen, 1.75 per cent. 

of potash, 1.66 per cent, of phosphoric acid, 0.27 
per cent, of lime, and 4.82 per cent, of fat. The 
Australian valuation of this fertiliser is about £11 
per ton.

* * *
The Journal of the Jamaica Agricultural Society 

is a great believer in the use of wood ashes in agri­
culture. Ploughed in around fruit trees it will often 
immediately improve the quality of the fruit, espe­
cially in cases where the fruits store much starch 
and sugar. In the treatment of stiff clay soils it is 
also invaluable. In one instance, the Journal 
states, where the soil was so stiff that it caked and 
cracked unless kept constantly watered, in three or 
four weeks after the application of wood ashes it 
became quite loose and friable. 

*az- az.

Bees in the United States are evidently recover­
ing from the effects of the war, the loss of colonies 
during last winter and that of the year before 
having only been 9.4 per cent. a^nd 8.4 per cent, 
respectively, as against 12.4 per cent, for the seven 
winters of 1913-14 to 1920-21. According to Sugar, 
the loss was due to weakness of colonies from 
deficiency of young bees due to poor queens, short 
food supply, and disease, the latter causing a loss 
of 3.6 per cent. The want of proper winter pro­
tection caused a loss of 1 per cent.

* * *
The destruction of Indian corn by weevils has 

been very considerable in Louisiana, but the trouble 
has now been successfully dealt with by converting 
an ordinary com-crib, or granary, into a weevil- 
proof crib, fitted with hatches and ventilating pipes. 
After the weevils which have been brought in from 
the fields have developed and the eggs hatched, 
almost all the hatches and ventilating pipes are 
closed, and bisulphide of carbon poured in on the 
grain, in the proportion of 1,000 pounds to 12,500 
bushels of corn, through those left open. The crib 
is then completely closed for 48 hours and re­
opened. Mr. Horace Nelson states in Facts about 
Sugar that after this treatment “we have yet to find 
a live weevil, but we find many dead ones.”

#az. az.
W -7V

Dr. Lode has been studying the subject of fur­
ther sugar content possibilities in the beet. From 
his observations it would appear that the beet 
possesses two descriptions of leaves, the starch 
leaves, whose function is to form and maintain a 
stock of starch, and the sugar leaves, which never 
form starch, but which accumulate soluble carbo­
hydrates, especially saccharose. It would appear 
that after a limit of accumulation of sugar the beet 
only forms starch. This limit appears to be in­
creased by the degree of osmotic pressure, the 
higher the pressure the greater the production of 
sugar. Seeing that the structure of the beet as 
regards its histology is quite different to what it 
was in the past, when the sugar content was rela­
tively low, Dr. Lode concludes that the limit of 
accumulation of sugar in the beet can be carried 
further by continuous selection. In 1907 the 
highest sugar content found was 21.8 per cent. In 
1909 this limit had risen to 24 per cent., and during 
the last European crop, individual beets were found 
containing 27 per cent, of sugar.
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THE WEST INDIES REVISITED.

By Algernon Aspinall.

(Continued from page 342 and concluded.)
The broad highway between Kingston and 

Spanish Town runs in places almost parallel with 
an historic section of the Jamaica Railway—his­
toric because it was the first iron road to be con­
structed in the western tropics. The prospectus 
of the concern was issued in the memorable year 
of “ railway mania ” in England, which perhaps 
accounts for the fact that though the original line 
was only ten or twelve miles in length, it cost no 
less than £222,250 to build 1 This “golden line,” 
as it might have been called, for many years came 
to a dead end at the Angels, just beyond Spanish 
Town; but it has long since been extended right 
across the island to Montego Bay, while branches 
serve Ewarton, Clarendon, and Port Antonio. The 
main railway follows, for the greater part of its 
length, an extraordinarily inconvenient route, pas­
sing through a desolate and rocky district called the 
Cockpit country, which, though pleasing to the eye 
on account of its rugged scenery, is perfectly use­
less for agriculture. After enduring many 
vicissitudes the railway is now owned by the local 
government.

Spanish Town, the old St. Iago de la Vega of the 
Spaniards on the banks of the Rio Cobre, or Copper 
River, became the capital of Jamaica in 1664, and 
retained that distinction until 1870, when the seat 
of Government was transferred to Kingston by Sir 
John Peter Grant. Had that Governor been pos­
sessed of second sight, and foreseen the discovery 
of the internal combustion engine and the revolution 
that it was to make in means of communication, 
Spanish Town would probably still be the capital, 
so easily is it now reached from Kingston by motor­
car, and the need for building a new Parliament 
House would have been obviated.

To-<lav the old town is very much a place with a 
past. Its handsome red brick Cathedral, with 
many monuments from the chisels of Bacon and 
other well-known sculptors, is sadly deserted. So, 
too, is the picturesque King’s Square, now a garden 
of tropical palms, round which stand the old King’s 
House, the former Public Buildings, and the most 
impressive memorial in the British West Indies— 
that erected in honour of Rodney, the victor of the 
Battle of the Saints. This memorial consists of a 
classic temple surmounted by a cupola and lanthorn 
supported by open arches and connected with the 
neighbouring buildings by a colonnade. Under 
the cupola stands the elder Bacon’s statue of the 
Naval hero, who is shown incongruously attired in 
the scanty garb of a Roman warrior, whilst on either 
side of him is a bronze cannon, one of the few 
remaining relics of de Grasse’s flagship, which, after 
being brought triumphantly into Kingston Harbour 
after the battle, was wrecked by a hurricane on 
her voyage to England.

Anthony Trollope’s remark that three people made 
a crowd in New Amsterdam might be applied with 
equal force to Spanish Town. The old capital is 
now but a ghost of its former self, and only the 

spacious buildings remain to recall the days when 
fashionable ladies and their dashing cavaliers in 
resplendent uniforms drove in their chariots and 
kittareens through the square to attend the 
Governors’ routs and levees.

After passing through the sleepy streets, all full 
of memories of the past, it was quite refreshing to 
hear the; scrunching of the mills and the whirl of 
machinery in the Lindo factory, to which light 
locomotives were dragging enormous trucks, similar 
to those used in Cuba, laden to the brim with sugar­
cane. It was interesting to see how these trucks 
were tilted over on a movable table to enable their 
contents to fall on to the endless belt that carried 
them into the factory.

From Barnard Lodge my route lay across Mount 
Diabolo to the north side of the island. To reach 
that mountain pass we ascended Bog Walk, the 
Boca d’Agua, or water’s mouth of the Spaniards, 
whose scenery is more romantic than its English 
name. Here the Copper River rushes down towards 
the sea through a rocky gorge of rare beauty and 
charm. The road in some parts is level with the 
purling waters. In others it mounts high 
above them. Near Spanish Town the river fills an 
irrigation canal, which, though artificial, furnishes 
one of the most exquisite pieces of Jamaica scenery. 
Recalling a backwater of the Thames, it is never­
theless far more beautiful than any stream outside 
the tropics. Feathery bamboos and leafy coco-nuts 
almost meet overhead, and are reflected in its 
limpid waters, which render the fortunate planters 
of St. Catherine’s independent of the “seasons.” 
Farther on, the upper reaches of the river are kept 
back by a great dam in order to furnish power for 
the tramway system and illumination of the capital.

Beyond Bog Walk the road ascends by a steeper 
gradient and affords magnificent views through gaps 
in groves of tall banana trees of the spacious vale 
known as the Sixteen Mile Walk, with the purple 
Blue Mountains beyond. The primitive huts of 
the squatters, with their bread-fruit trees, papaws 
and coconut palms, now become fewer and farther 
between. Just over the top of this glorious pass is 
Moneague, which inspired Ella Wheeler Willcox to 
write :—

A lovely Princess throned in high estate, 
And like a watchful army in command, 
The stately mountains round about her stand 
While the four winds of Heaven upon her wait; 
Great orchestras of birds make glad her bowers, 
And nature brings her gifts of fruit and flowers.

Then comes the descent to the coast through the 
narrow defile appropriately called the Fern Gully, 
since it is one mass of fems of every description, 
with their feathery fronds, including tiny golden 
fems, silver fems, maidenhair, many of which 
would be considered rare in a conservatory at home, 
and great tree fems that could not be bettered in 
New Zealand.

This wonderful ravine brings one at last to Ocho 
Rios, on the north coast, and from there to Montego 
Bay the road ¡hugs the silvery sand of the seashore, 
fringed as in the days of Columbus with the seaside 
grape, except for a short distance beyond Dry 
Harbour, where it dips inland.
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On the north side of Jamaica one is in Columbus’s 
country. St. Ann’s Bay, an exquisite little hamlet 
ensconced in a coco-nut grove, was the discoverer’s 
Santa Gloria. It was near it that he established 
the town of Sevilla Nueva, of which no trace now 
remains. Dry Harbour has been identified as 
Puerto Bueno, where Columbus first landed after 
repelling the Indians, of whom he saw so many 
that the earth appeared to be covered with them, 
painted chiefly in black, and wearing nothing 
but plumes on their heads and aprons of leaves 
round their waists. Again, Don Christopher’s Cove 
is the spot where, in 1503, he ran his worm-eaten 
caravels ashore when they were no longer fitted to 
battle with the storms of the Atlantic.

In the centuries that followed, the greater part of 
the coast was under sugar cane, but now bananas 

called the Bogue Islands. My destination was 
Appleton Hall, where I received a cordial welcome 
from the Hon. W. Coke Kerr, the Custos, and his 
wife, who were encaged in a kind of meat-safe on 
their broad gallery, an extremely sensible arrange­
ment at the time when mosquitoes abound.

The real business of the day consisted of a meet­
ing at the Court House, and it was encouraging to 
find how greatly the work of The West India 
Committee was appreciated in this distant tropical 
town.

Next morning, after picking up Mr. Kerr Jarrett 
at his ancestral sugar estate, Shrewsbury, my host 
and I motored right across to the south side, 
through some of the best cattle-raising districts of 
the island, including the famous Pens of Knock 
Alva and Shettlewood, which would resemble large

The King’s Square in Spanish Jown.
Reproduced from an’engraving in James Hakewill’s “A Picturesque Tour of the Island of Jamaica,” London 1825, this 

Square is shown as it was in 1820 or 1821 before the garden of palm trees was planted in its centre.

and coco-nuts furnish the principal crops, though 
near Montego Bay there is still a group of large 
sugar estates, which yielded prodigious wealth to 
the Sugar Lords in the eighteenth century. That 
the north coast is ideal for coco-nuts is demonstrated 
by the healthy appearance of the trees and the pro­
digious height of the old palms fringing some of 
the roads that lead to the substantia] Great 
Houses of the old sugar estates.

One longed to have the time to stop and explore 
the old churches and Court Houses which we passed, 
but my chauffeur was obdurate. We had to reach 
Montego Bay before dark, and so well did he handle 
the throttle that there was still an hour of daylight 
before us when we passed Doctor’s Cove, one of 
the best bathing places in the West Indies, and the 
pretty little villas of the American colony that has 
made Montego Bay its home, clattered across the 
old square of that town, and ascended the hill over­
looking the harbour dotted with the tiny atolls 

English parks but for the size of the trees and a 
fine herd of Indian cattle.

At Savanna la Mar, the chief town of Westmore­
land, there was a meeting at the Court House, 
through the indulgence of Mr. Charles Calder, the 
Magistrate, whose administration of justice was 
thereby delayed. Here the talk was all of sugar, 
for Westmoreland is the parish which won for 
Jamaica the name of “The land of rivers of Rum 
and mountains of Sugar.” This was the district in 
which the Beckford family, who gave London a 
Lord Mayor and to literature “Vatlek,” made their 
fortunes, and through the kindness of the Hon. R. 
F. Williams we were privileged to lunch at one of 
their former residences, still named Beckford Lodge. 
With our party augmented by that member of the 
Legislative Council, we then headed for home, 
along the south coast as far as Black River, where 
there was another halt.

Black River has a very old-fashioned air about it,
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the houses, like those of pre-earthquake Kingston, 
having galleries built out over the footwalk, and 
sheltered by jalousies, just as they stood in the 
period described in “Tom Cringle’s Log.” But the 
most beautiful part of our drive was yet to come, 
for after leaving Black River we turned inland and 
passed through Lacovia, racing over the hills, 
across a broad valley, and far away up a steep 
mountain road on the other side to Spur Tree Hill, 
which would be an ideal place for a hill station if 
Jamaicans could be induced to realise that migra­
tion to the mountains is advantageous during the 
hot season. Some little way below the crest of this 
hill is Mandeville, the most English village in 
Jamaica, with a picturesque church standing on the 
edge of a village green. Here the air was so cool 
and refreshing that it was difficult to believe that 
we were really in the tropics.

After tea we again proceeded on our course, and 
night had already fallen when we eventually reached 
the hospitable shelter of the Jamaica Club.

There remained only one expedition. It had long 
been my wish to visit the cantonments of Newcastle, 
which can be seen from the plain hanging in ter­
races like a Thibetan monastery, near the summit 
of the mountains behind Kingston. Formerly, to 
reach this elevated military base one had to drive 
up the rugged valley of the Hope River to Gordon 
Rown and then take to the saddle. Now one can 
gc all the way by an excellent motor road which 
zig-zags up the mountain side until it reaches the 
lowest of the range of barracks.

Perched at a height of 4,000 feet above the sea 
level, these cantonments were established by Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, Governor from 1839 to 1841, for 
the benefit of the white troops, who were literally 
decimated by yellow fever during the sickly season 
in the plains. In this eyrie the remnant of the 
white garrison must find time hang rather heavily 
on its hands, for there are no shops, no petticoats 
and none of the amenities which make garrison life 
what it is; but to make up for this the climate at 
this exalted spot is superb and the scenery exqui­
sitely beautiful.

Finally, to speed the parting guest, there was a 
send-off dinner at the Jamaica Club, over which 
Mr. Lucie Smith presided, when all the other 
speeches were eclipsed by the winged worls of Mr. 
William Morrison, who is recognised as the Public 
Orator of Jamaica.

* * * * *
My tour was now at an end. My great regret 

was that circumstances prevented my making a 
longer stay in the West Indian isles, the lure and 
appeal of which are as strong to those who have 
been fortunate enough to have tasted their delights 
as the call of the Orient is to him who has once 
shipped “somewhere east o’ Suez.”

*****
In bringing this series of articles to a conclusion, 

it may perhaps be permissible to refer to the Ameri­
canisation of the West Indies, and especially 
Jamaica, a subject which usually impresses itself 
upon visitors to the Caribbean area.

The suggestion made by certain irresponsible 
politicians from time to time that our oldest group 
of colonies might be transferred to the United States 
in part payment of our war debts cannot be re­
garded seriously. Apart from other considera­
tions, West Indians, who could hardly be denied 
the right of “self-determination” in such a matter, 
would”not “stand for it”—to use a colloquialism. 
Besides, Canada would have something to say if 
there was any prospect of her being deprived of her 
most accessible source of supply of tropical produce 
under the British flag. It is to be hoped, however, 
that the emphatic statements of the Prince of Wales 
tlhat the West Indies are not for sale have given the 
quietus to the contemptible suggestion that we 
should barter away our oldest group of colonies.

The Americanisation of several of the islands, 
and especially Jamaica, has, nevertheless, been pro­
ceeding apace, and it is not surprising that develop­
ments in Cuba, Porto Rico, Panama, St. Thomas 
and elsewhere should have led to a quickening of 
American interest in the Caribbean area, the possi­
bilities of which have been more fully recognised by 
Uncle Sam than they have by John Bull. The 
American bag-man has re-discovered the West 
Indian islands, and his principal’s methods of busi­
ness have made a strong appeal to local mercantile 
communities, with the result that American com­
mercial houses have strongly entrenched themselves 
in the British colonies in the group. This is espe­
cially the case in Jamaica. But one is forced to 
admit that that island would have been in a parlous 
state to-day had it not been for the enterprise and 
resource of the United Fruit Company of Boston. 
Not content with agencies, several American firms 
have opened their own branches in Kingston, there 
is an American colony at Montego Bay, and the 
swarms of American tourists who flock to the island 
in the winter months carry the peaceful penetration 
of the Stars and Stripes still further. Quite nine- 
tenths of the vessels which put in at Jamaican ports 
must be of American register, and it was with feel­
ings of shame, not unmingled with gratitude, that 
I learnt that my only means of reaching the 
American continent was under the United States 
flag. Moreover, it jarred to hear the band of boys 
from a British Industrial School giving a send-off 
to the Roman Catholic Bishop of a British colony 
by playing American airs; but the Bishop was an 
American, and that is perhaps why so many of 
these young Jamaicans had “ U.S. Navy ” em­
blazoned on their caps.

Nevertheless, whatever outward appearances may 
be, the intense loyalty and patriotism of Jamaicans 
is not in doubt, and though many may like to work 
under the Stars and Stripes, they all prefer to sleep 
under the Union Jack, and “in spite of all tempta­
tions to belong to other nations” they are still 
British West Indians to the backbone.

THE END.

Mr. Boswell Tucker has been nominated to 
represent the Government of Bermuda on the pro- 
posed West Indian and Atlantic Group Committee 
tor the British Empire Exhibition, 1924.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Another Bahamas Fire.

The Governor returned from New York on July 3rd, 
after five weeks’ absence, during which he successfully 
accomplished the objects of his mission. As a result 
of his negotiations, an arrangement has been come to 
with the Munson Steamship Line, whereby that Com­
pany will give the Colony a first-class passenger ser­
vice from New York, as well as one from Florida, 
and will erect and furnish a first-class fire-proof 
hotel of three hundred rooms which they will 
operate in conjunction with the steamship ser­
vice, for a period of ten years, in consider­
ation of an annual subsidy of £.35,000.—On June 25, 
less than three months after the Hotel Colonial con­
flagration, the Government Ice House, one of the 
oldest landmarks of old Bay Street, was completely 
destroyed by fire. The entire re-equipment of the 
fire department is expected to be complete shortly.— 
The death took place on June 25th of Mr. J. S. 
Garland, who came originally to the Bahamas in 1896 
as engineer for the sisal plantation of Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain at Andros.

Barbados’ Record Rainfall.
The rainfall for June was the heaviest for the last 

twenty years, says the Advocate of July 4th, and the 
crops everywhere are looking splendid. Threats of a 
water famine have consequently disappeared, but 
effective measures will have to be taken if the menace 
is not to recur. The 1922 crop is estimated as follows : 
Dark crystals, 32,000 tons; centrifugal muscovado, 
4,000 tons; fancy molasses, 53,000 puncheons ; choice 
molasses, 5,000 puncheons.—During the absence of 
Sir Charles Clark on six months’ leave, Mr. H. W. 
Reeve will act as Attorney-General.—Following the 
formation of an Island Goat Society, a Dairy and 
Stock-Breeders’ Association has now been started 
under the auspices of Major Watson, Hon. E. A. 
Hudson, Mr. V. Edghill, Mr. H. A. Arthur, Dr. 
Thorpe, and others.

The Problem of British Guiana’s Constitution

Mr. V. P. Fitzpatrick, writing on June 20th, states 
that the weather has recently been on the wet side, 
and heavy showers have fallen, keeping the pumping 
engines hard at work and making the sugar estates 
managers concerned over the consumption of fuel. 
The increase in the price of sugar has reflected itself 
on the planting community, who are far more opti­
mistic.—Mr. Paul Cressall, whose departure shortly 
from the colony for England, where he will enjoy his 
retirement, is announced by the Argosy, has offered 
to present silver cups to the Georgetown Cricket 
Club and the British Guiana Football Club. The 
Elected Members of the Court of Policy have decided 
to take action regarding Mr. Clementi’s statements 
regarding the colony’s constitution at a recent public 
meeting in England, when he advocated the setting 
up of an official majority, from which the power of the 
purse was not withheld. Hon. R. E. Brassington 
has tabled a motion requiring the Colonial Secretary 
to withdraw publicly the statements complained of.— 
Mr. Critchlow, Secretary of the Labour Union, stated 
on June 19th that that body was supporting the move­
ment for the extension of the present Governor s 
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regime so as to enable His Excellency to carry out 
plans for draining and irrigating the coastlands.—The 
death took place on June 22nd of Mr. Napleton King. 
Manager of Pin. Vergenoegen for the last twelve years, 
Mr. King had previously served on Pins. La Grange, 
Farm, Diamond, Wales, and Vriesiand.

The committee, consisting of Hon. G. D. Bayley, 
Hon. F. Pudsey, Mr. L. S. Hohenkerk, Mr. H. B. 
Lumsden, and Mr. C. Farrar, recently appointed by 
the Governor to consider the question of providing for 
the inspection of timber and sleepers for export, has 
reported in favour of a voluntary system of certifica­
tion by a competent inspecting officer that the articles 
exported are true to name and free from blemish. 
They are of opinion that the absence of such a system, 
which has been in vogue in Tasmania for many years, 
has considerably handicapped British Guiana’s timber 
industry.—The s.s. Montezuma, of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co., made her first call at Georgetown 
on June 18th, consigned to Messrs. Sandbach, Parker 
& Co.—The s.s. Querriman, the new steamship for the 
Colonial Transport Department, arrived on June 15th. 
Costing $285,000, she will be used on the Demerara 
Ferry.

British Honduras.
Hon. G. E. Grabham and Hon. L. R. Grant left the 

colony for the home country on June 25th. The prin­
cipal object of Mr. Grabham’s visit to England is in 
connection with the proposed railway from Belize to 
Cayo.—The Governor’s assent was given on June 14th 
to Ordinance No. 19 of this year, which provides for 
the punishment of labourers who deliberately receive 
advances from employers without any intention of 
fulfilling the contract by subsequent work, the maxi­
mum penalties allowed being a $50 fine or six months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour, or both.

Jamaica's Banana Trade.
Mr. R. W. Bryant and Dr. E. E. Bryant were unani­

mously elected Mayor and Vice-Chairman respectively 
of the Kingston City Council on July 10th. An im­
pressive memorial service for the late Rev. W. 
Graham, Pastor of the Scotch Kirk, was held on 
June 9th, at which the Governor and Lady Probyn 
and an influential gathering attended.—The banana 
trade is booming, and bananas have been fetching as 
much as 6s. per bunch in some of the parishes. Ex­
periments have been made by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Line in shipments to Canada, and the fruit is 
said to have arrived in good condition.

Trinidad’s Fruit Trade Development.
Among the arrivals in s.s. Hughli, on June 22nd, 

were 102 East Indians who had been previously re­
patriated from Trinidad and British Guiana. This, 
savs the Trinidad Guardian, is the largest batch that 
has as yet returned, and a feature of the incident is 
that the immigrants gladly paid their own passages in 
order to settle again in the West Indies.—Reporting 
on a plague of mosquitoes in Woodbrook and St. 
Clair the Local Authority find that the nuisance was 
caused by a large number of dirty pools of stagnant 
water. The matter is now in the hands of the Central 
Board. The forthcoming registration in the Colony is 
announced of an English company, the West Indies 
Co-operative Fruit and Produce Corporation, with a 
capital of £250,000, its object being to market on 
co-operative lines all the fruit, including bananas and 
citrus, that can be grown locally. Mr. A. N. 
Stollmeyer is connected with the scheme.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
The views expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

Jamaica’s First Motor Car.

Old Hall, Ramsden,
22nd July, 1922.

Sir,—Put not your trust in the hypotheses of pro­
fessional historians. Remember “The Antiquary.” 
That a particular car was not the first to be regis­
tered in April, 1906, does not prove that it was not 
in Jamaica in 1904, when there was no motor, law, 
not even one requiring a man with a scarlet flag and a 
horn to walk in front of steam carriages. I remember 
the modest deportment of Mr. Nuttall’s first car as 
well as I do the flamboyant apparition of the first 
boneshaker bicycle I ever set eyes on—a rattling 
monster with a wavy wooden backbone, a crocodile’s 
head—spiritedly painted—and a small tightly curled 
up tail. Mr. Nuttall’s car was not at all like that, 
but it had the like arresting prestige of the pioneer. 
It is possible that I may be mistaken, but I have 
several very good reasons for feeling confident that 
my date is correct. I was out of Jamaica from 1904 
to 1907, when I returned with a car of my own. T here 
were then plenty of others, and the steam locomobile 
was a “back number.’ ’

Yours faithfully,
Sydney Olivier.

Plantation White Sugar.

Sir,—It is astonishing that only in an American 
Sugar Journal can one read of any appreciable pro­
gress in sugar manufacture in the Island of Jamaica. 
In the issue of The West India Committee Circular 
for October 27th, 1921, Mr. Scard, after pointing out 
the quality of some Demerara sugar then on the 
English market, which he criticised, ended with the 
following :—“Surely it would be better to face the 
matter and make white sugar, rather than send in in­
ferior “ yellows ” or trust to the tender mercies of the 
refiners. To show that such “whites” were being 
made in Jamaica a sample was sent to the late Editor 
of the Louisiana Planter, which was most favourably 
reported on in the issue of the Louisiana Planter of 
December 24th, 1921. This report, apparently, was 
never copied by any West Indian journal. This 
white plantation sugar, made at Mr. H. Crum-Ewing’s 
Caymanas Estate in St. Catherine, is on view at 
Messrs. N. C. Henriques, Ltd., wholesale agents, 
show window in Kingston, and with a view of letting 
you see what class of white sugar is being manufac­
tured in the Island, I have procured some of the ex­
cellent sugar which retails at threepence halfpenny 
per lb., and send under separate cover a sample, 
which I hope you will report on and let us hear the 
results through the pages of your Journal.

While we appreciate the fact that much of your 
space is devoted to West Indian industries, and in 
your issue of May 20th we note such headings to in­
teresting columns as “British Guiana and its Needs,” 
“Trinidad Fruit Industry,” “Sugar Cane in Java,” 
“Sugar in Mauritius,” etc., we feel almost slighted to 
see any of our sugar news, or news relating to our 
chief industry, not sandwiched, but rolled jelly-cake- 
wise between a conglomeration of other subjects, and 
like the proverbial roll cake, the jelly layer is far too 
sparingly applied.

We confess to feeling no apprehension at the tirade 
addressed by Sir Robert Lyle against direct consump­
tion sugars, for our local market is growing stronger 
and stronger each day for our high-class manufac­
tured sugars, and we live in hopes of yet doing a 
business on a larger scale with these sugars with the 
Mother Country. Sir Harold Mackintosh, who was in 
the Island recently, displayed a keen interest in our 
high-grade sugars, and thought them equal to any 
he had seen elsewhere. He was of opinion that 
Jamaica and her doings in sugar manufacture could 
be better known in England, and hoped he would be 
able to do some good advertisement for us in this line. 
To show his practical interest he gave an order for 
some of these sugars and declared that there were 
other men manufacturing sugar stuffs who would find 
use for the other grades of sugar he has seen here.

While not forgetting that Jamaica is less than one­
fifth of 1 per cent, of the British tropical possessions, 
as Mr. A. W. Farquharson, Chairman of the Jamaica 
Imperial Association, explained to us in a speech 
made at the welcome dinner given him on his return 
from acting as the Jamaica delegate on the West 
Indian “Higher Preference” question, still he would 
be glad if at times you could see your way to devoting 
even a good-sized paragraph in the pages of your 
highly-esteemed Journal, setting out plainly the 
doings in the sugar section of this beautiful, plucky, 
and interesting little Island.

In the name of all sugar men, accept thanks in 
anticipation.

Claud Hillary.

[It is hardly fair of Mr. Claud Hillary to blame the 
Circular for not having reported upon sugar which 
was never sent to it. If the owners of Caymanas or 
any other West Indian estate were to send over sam­
ples of sugar to be criticised, a report regarding them 
would certainly be furnished; but the Circular would 
hardly feel justified in expressing an opinion regard­
ing an estate’s sugar without the permission or in­
vitation of the owner. Setting this aside, the 
Circular cannot be accused of neglecting the question 
of Plantation White Sugar, the manufacture of which 
it has strongly urged for several years past.—Ed.]

SOME COMPANY NOTES.
“Shell” and “ Burmah ” on Trinidad.

The Chairman of the Shell Transport and Trading Com­
pany, at the annual meeting on July 4th, had, as usual, 
nothing of an encouraging nature to say about his company’s 
interests in Trinidad, which are represented by the United 
British Oilfields. “ In Trinidad,” he said, “ the company 
in which we are interested made little progress, and drilling 
results have so far proved on the whole disappointing. We 
are undertaking a very careful geological examination, which 
we hope will succeed in increasing production.”

Sir John Cargill, at the annual meeting of the Burmah 
Oil Company, which is also interested in the same concern, 
was pessimistic, though not to the same degree.

Our interests in Trinidad,” he said, “have unfortunately 
not even yet developed into a condition in which production 
on a satisfactory scale and of reasonable stability has been 
forthcoming, but geological opinion continues not unfavour­
able to eventual success in both these directions, and cer­
tainly, if expert and thoroughly qualified technical control 
can secure these results, we have every right yet to expect 
them.”
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Lrd.

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Changuinola, 
July 25th:—

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Commodore, 
July 14th :—
Mr. & Mrs. M. C. B. His Hon. Justice S. C. Mr. C. A. Richer

Austin Dean Mr. W. R. Weber
Mr. T.C. Shields

Mrs. G. Adair
Mr. & Mrs. E. N.

Eddowes

Sailings to 
July 17th :— 
Mr. C. Atkinson 
Mr. J. Coughlin 
Mr. R. A. de Mercado

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Coronado, Avonmouth 
July 23rd: —
Mr. W. Accar 
Mr. T. Aguilar 
Mr. & Mrs. Assaf 
Miss M. Baguley 
Mr. & Mrs. Bown 
Mr. & Miss Brown 
MissM. Clare 
MissW. M. Cousins 
Mr. E. W. Eveleigh 
Mr. H. A. Evelyn 
Mr. C. S. Farquharson 
Mr. E. H. Farquharson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. H.

Farquharson

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Barranca, Liverpool,
July 23rd.
Miss E. L. Anwyl 
Mrs. & Miss

Farquharson

Sailings to West 
July 21st : —
Mrs. Blunt
His Hon. Major J. A.

Burdon, C.M.G.
Miss Davies

Miss P. F. Eddowes 
Mr. G. Mc.N.

Hargreaves
Mr. E. M. R. Frazer

Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Bay ano,

Mr. J. A. Doyle
Miss D. Gilpin Hudson 
Mr. C. McL. Morales

Misses I. U.K I. B.
Facey

Mr. E. Ferro 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C.

Hatton
Mr. J. W. Hill
Mr. D. K. Hodgson
Mr. H. Horton 
Miss N. Issa 
Mr. J. V. Legge 
Lady M. H. Menzies 
Miss H. I. MacPherson 
Mr. W. McMillan 
Mr.B. Minot

Mrs. I. E. Haughton 
Mr. W. J. Lane

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Indies, from London, in s.s. Counsellor,

Mr. G. Drawmer
Mrs. Johnson
Mr. July
Mr. Lawrence

Miss F. M. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. J. B. Powell
Mrs. F. Edwards

Mr. A. W. Turner 
Mr. C. E. L. Verley 
Miss D. Whitbourne

Mrs. N.J. Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Mortimer 
Mr. & Mrs. A. C. Paton 
Miss D. M. Pringle 
Mr. H. F. Sasso
Mrs. R. Tarr
Mr. A. W. Watson- 

Taylor
Mr. E. C. Watson- 

Taylor
MissC. D. Williams 
Mrs. E. M. Wilson 
Mr. H. Yarid

Mrs. S.A. Lecesne

Mrs. Shand
Mrs. Dyer Smith
Mrs. Thurston 
Miss Watlington

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
Plymouth, July 18th :—

in s.s. Crynssen,

Mr. H. A. Arthur
Mr. & Mrs. R. Arthur 
Miss A. Ashby
Mr. F. C. Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Beaumont
Mr. W. Bernonilli 
Mr. William Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Canning 
Miss G. Canning
Sir Charles Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Clarke

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To From Packet Sailing

Jamaica . Liverpool ... Norwegian Aug. 5
Jamaica Bristol ,.. Patuca • „ 8
B’dos, G’ada,
T’dad, & D’ara . . London ... Settler • „ 11
West Indies . Dover ... Crynssen . 12
B’dos & T’dad .. . Liverpool ... Meltonian ■ „ 12
Jamaica , Bristol ... Camito ■ ,, 14

West Indies New York ... Parima . Aug.25
G’ada, T’dad &

Demerar<i New York ... Mar aval ■ „ 29
West indies Halifax ... Chignecto . Sept. 1
G’ada, T’dad &

Demerara New York ... Matura • „ 12
B’mas, J'aca &

B.H’das Montreal ... Canadian Fisher 13
West Indies Halifax ... Caraquet ■ „ 15

Mrs. T. Clarke
Mr. V. de Montbrun
Mr. C. Henderson
Mrs. G. King
Mr. R. King
Miss V. Knaggs
Mr. & Mrs. S. Manning
Mr. L. F. Marquez
Mr. G. Matchet
Miss T. McLaren 
Mr. M. Moody Stuart 
Miss E. Moody Stuart

Misses Morraile (2) 
Mr. W. Neville
Mr. & Mrs. Pollonais 
Miss M. B. Robinson 
Miss R. Scheuit
Mr. & Mrs. T. Sorzano 
Mr. F. White
Mr. C. F. Williams
Mr. A. Wilmore 
Miss H. Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. K. S. Wise

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

1 Anti­
gua.
To

May 31

Bar­
bados.

To 
June 30

British
Guiana 

To
May 31

British 
Hondu­
ras. To 
April 30

1 Domi- 
nica 
To

May 31

Grenada 
To 

May 31

Jamaica. 
To

June 24

Mont­
serrat.

To
May 31

St.
Lucia. 

To 
April 30

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To
May 31

St. 
Vincent.

To 
Apr. 30

Trinidad 
To 

May 31

Arrowroot ................
Asphalt............................
Balata
Bananas ............................
Bauxite .. ...............
Bitters ............................
Cacao
Cassava Starch
Coco-nuts
Coffee
Copra ...............
Cotton. M. Galante
Cotton, Sea Island 
Cotton Seed
Diamonds ...............
Dyewoods ...............
Ginger ...............
Gold ............................
Ground Nuts ...............
Honey ...............
Lime Juice (raw)

„ .. (conctd.) ...
,, oil ... ................

Lime (citrate of)
Logwood ...
Lumber............................
Mahogany ................
Manjak ...............
Molasses............... ...
Oranges ...
Essential Oils................
Petroleum
Pimento............................
Rice ..............
Rubber ...........................
Rum ............... ...
Shingles...............
Sugar .........................
Timber ..........................

... lbs. 
tons 
lbs.

.. bchs. 

... tons. 

... galls.
lbs. 
lbs. 
No. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

... carats 
tons 
lbs.
ozs.

... lbs. 
lbs.

... galls.

lbs.
... tons 

feet

ton' 
.. galls 
... No.

Ibs. 
... galls. 
... lbs.

lbs. 
lbs.

... galls. 
No.

... tons 

...cub.ft.

7,750

1.040

53.850

3,909

103,751

49
4059,131

3.255

19.720

221.320

764.250
524.828
36,160

54,358

4,310

6,073

61,397

17,205

10.942.399

288,570
775,150
33.459
46,656

116,918

1,647,075

36.316

525
1,359 

2.050,517

1,384

1.711

517.664

83.339

59,009
46,655
48 902

214,256

128,800
2.663

27,750

12,621

5.206.208

50

6.777
231.168

439.040

723

9.520
1,635

58

785

5,511,170

5,355,056

12.983.815
3.407,488

312.885

15,820 
1,261.904

720.412

131,802

6.421,408

571.893

29.299

452

299,159
288,960

16,791
460

5,040

1.366

612

33

1,219

1.046,590

29,719

35.547

12,992
2

11,444
256

34
4,128

192

41.890
219.516

1,683

361
8,000
1,107
2,081

240,200

232.877
255,360

174.921

2,848

920,327

51,816
24,321

480

72,933
304

137,445
150

650

152.513

24,304
900

54.601
1,883

14 296 
27,217,784

7.987,947
329

2 974.498

•U

74.672
90.938

20.900.024

572
1.279

32,601
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone— 
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.

Aug. 1st, 1922.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent. ;
EXCHANGE. Value of

July 18th Aug. 1st 
£s.d. £s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 3 18 3i
,, France 2 2 9 2 3 6
,. Belgium 2 5 1 2 7 7

Italy ... 3 19 3 16 9
The intrinsic value of the J

as from July 13th.
the £ Sterling.

July 18th Aug. 1st 
£ s. d- £ s. d. 

In Spain ... 13 9 12 9
Germany 102 10 5 1418 0 0
Austria 5072 5 0 8333 0 0
Holland 18 9 18 10i

old sovereign is ¿£1 Is. 9|d.

SUGAR. The New York market has been very strong 
during the fortnight, pr'ces showing increasing values. 
Yesterday the quotation for duty-paid Cubans was 5.36c., 
equivalent to 3.75c. c.i.f., or about 3.60c. f.o.b., as against 
an f.o.b. figure on July 17th of 3.28c.

Future market quotations were: September, 3.69c.; 
December, 3.83.

There has been a marked increase in demand in the home 
market, to a great extent due, in every probability to re­
tailers realising that as prices are not likely to be lower 
in the near future, it was time to replenish exhausted 
stocks. Values have risen in sympathy with the movement 
in New York, yesterday’s quotations being : London Granu­
lated, 51/9; American Granulated, spot, 51/-; West Indian 
Crystallised, 43/- to 46/-; Yellow Crystals, 46/3; White 
Mauritius, spot, 49/-; White Trinidad, 49/-; White Brazil, 
48/-; White Java for July shipment, 22/- c.i.f. Cuban 96 deg. 
was quoted at 19/3 c.i.f., with Preferential 96 deg. at 22/- 
Czecho-Slovakia Granulated for November-December ship­
ment was bought at an average price of 21/9 f.o.b. Sales 
were made to Germany of White Javas at 21/9 c.i.f. 
Hamburg. Values in the terminal market were: 96deg.: 
August 19/6, September 19/6. ■ White: August 23/111, 
October 22/9|, December 22/H.

During the first six months of the present year, no less 
than 3,500,000 tons of sugar were shipped from Cuba. With 
an estimated 1921-22 crop of 4,000,000 tons, Messrs. Willett 
and Gray’s latest figure, and with an initial stock of 
1,185,000 tons of 1920-21 crop sugar on hand on the 1st of 
January, 5,185,000 tons would be available for the calen lar 
year 1922. Of this, 3,500,000 tons were sh'pped during the 
first six months, leaving 1,685,000 tons as available for the 
second six months. Of this, :t is estimated that between 
500,000 and 600,000 tons have been already purchased, leav­
ing between 1,100,000 and 1,200,000 tons as being still in 
the market for the balance of the year.

Messrs. Willett and Gray’s revised estimate of the cur­
rent Java crop is 1,658,000 tons.

The reports of the several Continental 1922-23 beet crops 
are in favour of a higher yield per acre than was obtained 
last crop.

In the last Circular, “ Cuban 90 deg.” was a misprint for 
Cuban 96 deg.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on July 22nd 
were :—

1922. 1921. 1920.
Imports 34,044 31,793 36,136 Tons
Deliveries 21,310 23,773 22,521 „
Stock 18,633 16,424 21,751 „
RUM. There is 

or for export.
no demand either for the home trade

The stocks in London on Julv 22nd were :•—
1922 1921 1920

Jamaica ... 13,285 11,641 10,734 Puns.
Demerara 19,583 17,721 12,323 „
Total of all kinds 41,789 39,408 32,900 „

CACAO. No public actions have been held since July 
4th—reported in last Summary. The market during the 
past fortnight has remained quiet but steady. A small 
business in fine Grenada has been done at about 57/- spot, 
and sales of fine estates Trinidad have been made at 72/- 
to 75/-. Plantation Trinidad to arrive is quoted at 59/- 
c. & f.

The stocks in London on J uly 22nd were
1922.

Trinidad ... ... 7,493
Grenada ... ... 16,216
Total of all kinds 121,574

1921. 1920.
24 829 46,495 Bags.
24,053 24,234 „

179,496 293,022 „
ARROWROOT. Only a small business is passing, with 

prices unchanged at 31d. to 4d. for fair to good manufactur 
ing, and 4Jd. to 6|d. for good to fine grocery.

BALATA. West Indian sheet is firm but quiet. Value, 
spot 3/2 to 3/3.

BAY OIL continues neglected, and lower prices are 
expected.

COFFEE remains a very quiet market. Owing to Con­
tinental exchange difficulties, export trade is negligible. 
Home trade descriptions are about steady. Good to fine 
ordinary Jamaica is nominally unchanged at 65/- to 70/-.

COPRA is quiet, with West Indian f.m.s. valued at 
£26 10s. London or Rotterdam.

COTTON generally is in fair demand. West Indian 
Sea Island is nominally unchanged at : medium 23d., fine 
30d?, and extra fine 38d.

HONEY. At last auction about 1,100 packages were 
offered, but there was scarcely any bidding. A few casks 
of Jamaica sold at 38/6 to 45/- for setting dull yellow to 
pal:sh set, and 26/- for dark liquid. Set pale Cuban sold 
at 45/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. There is a disposi­
tion to sell the rather heavy stocks of Handpressed before 
the arrival of new supplies. In Distilled there is a steady 
business at 2/- per lb. Lime Juice. Raw is very quiet, 
and the value of new season’s is uncertain. No sales of 
Concentrated are reported.

LOGWOOD is quiet on the spot, with the nominal 
quotation of £8 10s. per ton unaltered.

ORANGE OIL. There is a fair business in Sweet on 
the spot at 9/9 per lb., and small sales of Bitter have been 
made at 9/- per lb.

RUBBER. There is only a small business passing. Spot 
crepe and sheet are quoted at 7£d. per lb.

SPICES. A few hundred bags of Pimento have been 
sold on the spot at 2d. per lb. The further decline in the 
value of the German mark has prevented further sales to 
Hamburg. Nutmegs are unchanged. A parcel of very 
wormy and broken sold at 5d. per lb Mace is firm, with 
Grenada valued at 1/6 to 1/1Ô per lb. A small lot of 
choice flat pale St. Lucia (Moka) sold at 3/- per lb.

TRINIDAD OIL. Production for June: Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., 8,500 tons*; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, 
Ltd., 5,000 tons* ; United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 3,109 
tons.

* Output restricted.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.
The following cablegrams have been received regarding 

the weather in the West Indies :—
Demerara (Messrs. Curtis, Campbell & Co.), July 28th: 

“ Weather favourable for cultivation.” Jamaica (Th0 
Direct West Indian Cable Co., Ltd.), week ended July 20th: 
“ Port Antonio, fair; Kingston, fine.”
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Membership of The West India Committee is, by the 
Royal Charter of Incorporation, confined to British subjects. 
Any members of The West India Committee may propose or 
second candidates for election. There is at present no en­
trance fee. The Secretary will gladly send specimen copies 
of The West India Committee Circular to any friends of 
members on application. The minimum subscription is 
£1 Is., or $5 per annum, and the compounding subscrip­
tion for life membership for individuals is £10 10s. ($50.40).

The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone :
Central 6642

Telegrams :
Carib, London.

15, Seething Lane, 

London, E.C. 3.

August 15th, 1922.

THE BRITISH SUGAR INDUSTRY.

THE Executive of The West India Committee 
in February, 1915, passed a resolution in 
which, after drawing attention to the fact 

that before the war the United Kingdom was 
dependent on foreign countries for no less than 95 
per cent, of its sugar supply, they urged the desir­
ability of British-produced sugar being accorded 
for a period of ten years such preferential treatment 
by the Mother Country as would suffice to encourage 
the development of both existing and potential 
sources of sugar supply within the Empire. To the 
extent that the Government Ihas now given a 
definite pledge that a preference of one-sixth off the 
duty shall be granted to British-produced sugar 
for ten years this request has been conceded; but,

as we have already shown, this concession in itself 
is insufficient to restore such confidence to the 
British sugar industry as will encourage the invest­
ment in it of British capital. What is really wanted, 
and what is essential, is a guarantee not merely of 
the rate of preference, but of the substantive value 
of a preference on the basis of at least £3 15s. per 
ton on 96 deg. test sugar. That, and that alone, 
will “ suffice to encourage the development of both 
existing and potential sources of sugar supply with­
in the Empire.” The movement towards stabilis­
ing the present value of the sugar preference in the 
United Kingdom for a specific number of years was 
originated primarily in the interest of the British 
West Indian sugar industry, and it has recently 
been conducted with increased vigour owing to the 
obvious necessity of securing that industry from 
such a danger as that which arose from the large 
production of Cuba, resulting from the support 
given in recent years to the sugar industry of that 
island by the United States Government. When, 
however, the value of the preference is stabilised, 
the effect will, in every probability, be far-reaching. 
Such stabilisation would ultimately lead to Great 
Britain’s supply of sugar being drawn entirely from 
Empire sources. That it is in the power of the 
Empire to grow the necessary amount of sugar the 
replies to the enquiries of The West India 
Committee made on the subject in 1915-16, and 
published by them in a pamphlet in 1916, 
showed. The quantity of sugar imported into 
the United Kingdom in 1913 was 1,969,000 
tons, consisting of direct consumption 
sugar and raw sugars for the refineries. The 
equivalent consumption of sugar for the year was 
about 1,750,000 tons, and as the consumption of 
the United Kingdom, in common with that of the 
rest of the world, is rapidly increasing, there is 
little doubt that it will soon regain that figure. The 
amount of British sugar now available towards this 
consumption is made up of the Mauritius and West 
Indian crops and some sugar from Fiji and Natal, 
not over 600,000 tons in all. In the markets of the 
United Kingdom and Canada, whose consumption 
has risen again to 300,000 tons, there is, or will be 
in the near future, room for over 1,600,000 tons 
more Empire sugar than is at present available. 
It follows that if this output were realised, there 
would go into the hands of the sugar machinery 
engineers of Great Britain—for it is assumed that 
the granting of such a preference would have asso­
ciated it with the condition that the machinery came 
from British makers—on a conservative estimate, 
the sum of between £30,000,000 and £35,000,000 
as the f.o.b. cost of the factories, of which a large 
proportion would be spent in labour. The main­
tenance of the factories, railways, and the annual



370 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. August 17, 1922.

supply of stores, etc., would- also amount to a con­
siderable sum, while to this would be added the 
expenditure on agricultural implements, manures, 
etc., with consequent outward freights, the value 
of all of which to Great Britain for its share of the 
trade would be a very large annual item. It is 
also certain that general trade would follow that 
immediately resulting from sugar, the increased 
steamship traffic alone almost guaranteeing this. 
Apart, however, from trade considerations, it is 
manifestly desirable that the Mother Country 
should be relieved from her present dependence 
upon foreign countries for her supply of so impor­
tant and essential a food of the people as sugar.

WANTED—A DEFINITION.

IN our last issue a resume was given of a prosecu­
tion which took place recently at Marylebone 
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act in 

respect of lime-juice cordial which contained phos­
phoric acid, the purchaser, according to the pro­
secution, being thus prejudiced by being supplied 
with a substance which contained a constituent 
foreign to the lime, and which -was consequently 
not of the “nature, substance, and quality” of the 
article asked for. The case was dismissed, partly 
on account of the want of definition of what is 
understood by the word “cordial.” The matter is 
one of considerable importance to West Indian lime 
growers, inasmuch as the decision supported the 
claim of the manufacturers of this description of 
beverage, which is becoming exceedingly popular, 
to eke out a given quantity of lime-juice with a 
substance not natural to it, but added to simulate 
one of its essential properties, its citric-acid acidity. 
The immediate effect of the addition of phosphoric 
acid is to give rise to a lesser use of the lime-juice 
itself than would otherwise be the case. Judging 
from the evidence for the prosecution, it is con­
sidered in analytical circles quite permissible to 
strengthen lime-juice by the addition of citric acid, 
the argument being that as citric acid is a consti­
tuent of lime-juice, the addition of it does not con­
stitute adulteration. But citric acid is also ob­
tained from lemon-juice, and its use for the above 
purpose from this source would surely be an adul­
teration. Lime-juice is, in this respect, very much 
in the same class as rum, the citric acid correspond­
ing to the alcohol, and the essential oils and other 
substances natural to it to the esters and flavouring 
bodies of rum. To add to lime-juice citric acid not 
coming from the lime is on a par with adulterating 
rum with silent spirit from some other source than 
the sugar-cane. In the case of lime-juice cordial, 
however, as mentioned above, the matter is com­
plicated by the want of definition of the word 
“cordial.’-* The old idea was that a cordial is some­
thing warming and stimulating, taken, in the words 
of St. Paul, “ for the stomach’s sake.” Modern 
views on the subject appear to be different, but not 
even the most enthusiastic disciple of prohibition 
could apply these terms to phosphoric or citric acid. 
Until, therefore, there is some satisfactory decision 
as to what constitutes a present-day cordial, manu­
facturers can go on supplying what they please as 
lime-juice cordial, so long as there is some lime-juice 
in it.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Executive, held on August 

3rd, Mr. R. Rutherford presiding, the candidates 
whose names are given below were admitted to 
membership of The West India Committee, which 
now has 2,427 members

Names.
Mr. E. P. Rodulfo 

(Africa).
Mr. J. W. Caracciolo 

(Trinidad).
Mr. J. B. Wells 

(Grenada).
Mr. J. A. Branch 

(Grenada).
Mr. J. T. Murphy 

(British Honduras).
Mr. William C. Price 

(British Honduras).
Mr. Charles Gibbons 

(British Honduras).
Colonel S. H. Godman 

(Country).
Messrs. Baker & Finnemore, 

Ltd. (Country).
Messrs. King, Sons & Co., 

Ltd. (Country).

Mr. Lionel H. Phillips 
(British Honduras).

Mr. W. H. W. Westmorland 
(Jamaica).

Proposers and Seconders.
J Mr. Geo. S. Best.
( Mr- Fred. Williams, 
j Mr. A. Hamilton Roberts. 
( Mr. L. Llewellyn Roberts. 
( Mr. George F. Branch. 
I Messrs. Boddington & Co. 
( Mr. J. Barclay.
I Mr. C. V. C. Horne.
( The Hon. G. E. Grabham. 
I The Hon. Sydney Cuthbert. 
( The Hon. G. E. Grabham. 
( The Hon. Sydney Cuthbert. 
( The Hon. G. E. Grabham. 
| The Hon. Sydney Cuthbert. 
( Mr. R. Rutherford.
I Mr. W. Gillespie, 
f Mr. F. N. Martinez. 
( Mr. R. Rutherford, 
f Mr. F. N. Martinez. 
( Mr. R. Rutherford, 
r Mr. P. Stanley Woods. 
) Mr. Keith M. B. Simon, 
( M.B., L.M.C.C., D.P.H. 
f Mr. William Wilson, O.B.E.

Mr. W. Baggett Gray.

OBITUARY.
By the death of Viscount Northcliffe, which took 

place on August 14th, Britain has lost a great 
patriot and the Empire a staunch Imperialist. 
West Indians will have special cause to sympathise 
with Lady Northcliffe in her loss, since she is a 
daughter of the late Mr. Robert Milner, of St. Vin­
cent, in the British West Indies.

Mr. Coventry Archer Woodhouse.
We much regret to announce the death of Mr. 

Coventry Archer Woodhouse, senior partner in 
Messrs. C. M. & C. Woodhouse, which took place at 
a nursing home on July 29th, following an operation.

Mr. Woodhouse, who was born in 1848, was actively 
engaged in the City for over fifty-five years, and had 
been a partner in Messrs. C. M. & C. Woodhouse since 
1871. He was also on the Committee of the London 
Commercial Sale Rooms, and a prominent member of 
the Grocers’ Company, whose Chair he occupied as 
Master in 1884. Possessed of a charming personality, 
Mr. Woodhouse had a very wide circle of friends, by 
whom he will be keenly missed.

Mr. Michael Jackson Bovell.
We regret to state that Mr. Michael Jackson 

Bovell died at Lee, on July 31st, at the age of 73.
A brother of Sir Henry Bovell, the subject of our 

memoir was the son of the Rev. W. Henry Bovell, 
B.A. (Oxon.), Rector of St. Thomas’, Barbados, whose 
ancestors settled in that island in the seventeenth 
century. Mr. Boyell some years ago represented St. 
Andrew’s parish in the House of Assembly, and was 
Secretary of the Barbados Mutual Life Assurance 
Society for many years before he came to England in 
1920. He was for many years a member of The West 
India Committee.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Nebber change blue darg for black monkey.” 
* * *

The Rt. Hon. Sir John Simon, K.C.V.O., K.C., 
has again arranged to spend the long vacation in 
Jamaica.

* * *
The French duty upon bananas from Jamaica is 

more than double that imposed upon the same 
fruit grown in Colombia.

* * *
Mrs. Helena Elizabeth Moore, who died at 

Bexhill on July 29th, was the widow of Mr. Frank 
II. Moore, of Stockton, Barbados.

* * *

Out of the fifty-six million francs’ worth of 
chocolate exported from Switzerland in 1921, 
forty-two millions’ worth was taken by Great 
Britain.

* * *

Rum rations were issued to men of the North 
Wales Territorials when they were flooded out of 
their tents at Aberystwith during the severe weather 
last week.

* * *

Members of The West India Committee, who have 
recently taken up life membership include Mr. 
Joseph P. de Verteuil, Mr. Louis A. Hamilton and 
Hon. R. P. Simmonds.

* * *
The value of German currency is well illustrated 

by a German confectioner wrapping up confec­
tionery in 20, 30 and 40 pfennig notes. He finds 
them cheaper for the purpose than tinfoil !

* * *
It is expected that the Delicias sugar factory in 

Cuba, the largest in the world, will close its present 
crop with an out-turn of 142,000 long tons. On 
July 18th it had already reached 128,000 tons.

•7V "TV

Mr. Alfred Charles Woodhouse has been ad­
mitted into partnership in Messrs. C. M. & C. 
Woodhouse. The new partner is a son of the firm’s 
late senior partner, a memoir of whom appears on 
page 370.

* * *
The Right Rev. Herbert Mather, who died on 

July 30th, at the age of 81, was Bishop of Antigua 
from 1897 to 1904. On returning to England in 
the latter year he became Assistant Bishop of 
Hereford.

* * *
The only country which sent a larger number of 

cigars to England in 1920 (the latest year for 
which comparative figures are available) than in 
1913 was Jamaica, whose shipments were doubled 
in this period.

* * *
Of the 1921-22 Mauritius sugar crop, no less than 

95.8 per cent, was obtained in the form of first 
quality plantation white. The average quantity 
of commercial sugar extracted from the cane was 
10.20 per cent.

Mr. C. W. O. Rochs, formerly of the Direct West 
India Cable Company, has been elected a member 
of the Council of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
in London, his nomination being seconded by Sir 
George McLaren Brown.

* * *

The Governor of Jamaica has appointed the fol­
lowing as members of the Group Committee to 
represent that Colony for the purposes of the British 
Empire Exhibition, 1924 :—Sir Sydney Olivier, Sir 
Fielding Clarke, Mr. William Fawcett, Mr. Arthur 
Douet, Mr. A. H. Miles, and Dr. E. G. L. Goffe.

* * *
Dr. J. Albert Thorne, a Barbadian resident in 

New York, has informed the New York Herald that 
he has obtained a concession in Nyassaland, whither, 
under the auspices of an organisation called the 
African Colonial Enterprise, he will transport 
negroes of the New World desirous of settling in 
Africa.

* * *

A Commission has been appointed by the Govern­
ment of Newfoundland to consider the question of 
reforming the Customs Tariff, with a view to its 
simplification. The opportunitv would appear to 
be a favourable one for establishing closer trade re­
lations between the oldest colony and the oldest 
group of colonies.

* * *
Littlecote, in Wiltshire, successively the 

country seat of the Darrells and Pophams, which 
has recently been the subject of litigation in con­
nection with the Bevan affair, was once the country 
residence of the son of Brigadier-General Leybourne, 
Governor of Grenada in 1772, who married Ann, 
daughter of Edward Popham.

* * *
The Synod of the Province of the West Indies, 

consisting of eight bishops representing seven dio­
ceses, is due to meet in New York during this 
month. It is a sad reflection on the absence of 
Inter-Colonial steamship facilities, that the most 
convenient rendezvous for the Right Reverend 
gentlemen should be outside the Province.

*az. az.
•7V '7V

It would appear that West Indian currency con­
ditions are not as simple as is sometimes claimed. 
Recently in Barbados, the tender of a British 
Treasury Note in settlement of an account was not 
accepted in the Colonial Treasurer’s Office, the indi­
vidual concerned having to go to the Bank and 
change his “ Fisher ” for a Colonial Bank note be­
fore he was allowed to liquidate his debt.

* * *

When did Ferdinand Paleologus first reach 
Barbados ? Whence did he start ? Did Hie go there 
after the death of his father at Landulph with his 
maternal relatives, the Balls of Hadleigh ? Can it 
be shown that the Balls, who were among the early 
immigrants into Barbados, really went there from 
Hadleigh ? These questions are asked by 
“ W. S. B. H.” in Notes and Queries of July Sth.
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The Governor has informed the Mayor and Conn 
cil, states the Times Kingston correspondent, that 
it is impossible to accede to the request that the 
body of an unknown Jamaican warrior should be 
obtained for burial at the foot of the war memorial 
now being completed in Kingston. The graves of 
Jamaicans on all the battle fronts were marked 
with the exception of three which cannot be traced.

* * *
It is satisfactory to learn that the delay in the 

delivery of the registered letter despatched from 
Jamaica to Barbados, which took 42 days in transit, 
and to which reference was made in the Circular 
of March 30th, was not due to any laxity on the 
part of British officials. The West India Com­
mittee, who investigated the matter, have now 
ascertained that the delay was caused by an error 
of a clerk in New York.

* * *
British Guiana, Barbados and Trinidad im­

ported between them in 1920, 33,201,719 lbs. of 
salt fish. The bulk of this came from Newfound­
land. In the old days of the “ salt fish schooners” 
from the latter Colony, an excellent vintage of 
port was obtainable in British Guiana, which had 
been taken out to Newfoundland by the French 
fishing fleets which paid yearly visits, and re­
exported to the “ land of mud and swizzle-sticks.”

* * *
The Port of London Authority announce a fur­

ther reduction as from July 31st in their dock and 
warehouse charges, a previous lowering of which 
was reported in the Circular of April 27th (page 
184). The “percentage additions,” or extra charges 
imposed during the war are now decreased in the 
case of imported goods from 92| per cent, to 72| 
per cent., the same applying to exported goods, 
whilst additional rent now becomes 65 per cent, 
instead of 85 per cent.

'7V 'TV

The report of the United States Tariff Commis­
sion, recently published, gives the following costs 
of sugar production in cents per pound in countries 
supplying the United States with sugar, the pre- 
wrar figures being the average for five years.

Pre-war. 1916-17. 1917-18. 1918-19.
Cuba 1-700 2904 3-931 4104
Domestic beet 4123 4’357 5498 7306
Hawaii ... 2-898 3853 5339 5196
Louisiana 4480 4-605 6-471 10086
Porto Rico 2’828 4229 4568 5-802

* *

“It is not surprising to find that English-owned 
banks were in operation in the British West Indies 
prior to the- establishment of the first branch of a 
Canadian bank. The surprising part is that the 
field has not been more thoroughly exploited.” In 
this way Mr. E. L. Pease sums up a review of the 
banking situation in the British West Indies in an 
article in the Montreal Herald. He points out that 
the first point touched by a Canadian bank in the 
Caribbean Colonies was Nassau in the Bahamas, 
where the Royal Bank of Canada opened a branch 
in 1908.

In the last scene of “ The Behars’ Opera,” by 
Mr. Gay, the play which when it was originally 
staged in 1728 was said to have made Gay rich and 
Rich (its producer) gay, Macheath advises Polly 
Peachum and Lucy Lockit to slhip themselves to 
the West Indies, where, he tells them, “ You’ll have 
a fair chance of getting a husband apiece, or, by 
good luck, two or three, as you like best.” In view 
of the great success which has attended the pro­
duction of “ The Beggars’ Opera,” at Hammer­
smith, it is talked of reviving the sequel, Polly, 
the scene of which is laid in the West Indies.

* * *
Recent additions to the library of The West India 

Committee include a well-preserved copy of John 
Luffman’s entertaining letters published in 1789 as 
“A Brief Account of the Island of Antigua,” which 
throws an interesting light on life in the Leeward 
Islands at the close of the eighteenth century; 
“Memoirs of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton,” the 
Abolitionist, by his son (London, 1849), and “The 
Life, Voyages, and Exploits of Sir Francis Drake,” 
by John Barrow, F.S.A. (London, 1844). Members 
of The West India Committee will earn the grati­
tude of the Executive by overhauling their shelves 
and presenting West Indian books to the Library.

* * *
We are requested by Sir Eyre Hutson, K.C.M.G., 

Governor of British Honduras, to give publicity to a 
withdrawal by the Clarion, in its issue of June 8th, 
of its previous statements regarding what were 
described as the wasteful methods of the Public 
Works Department of that Colony, and in particular 
the alleged estimated expenditure of $30,000 for 
the construction of a temporary bridge over the 
Belize River. The matter was briefly alluded to in 
the “ Mail Notes ” of the Circular of June 22nd, 
without, however, in any way endorsing the allega­
tions made by our contemporary, which the 
Circular rejoices to learn are admittedly un­
founded.

’ * * • *
The value of the trade between the United King­

dom and the British West Indies (including British 
Guiana, the Bahamas and British Honduras) for 
the first six months of the present year, as com­
pared with that for the corresponding six months 
of 1921, was :—
Imports into the United Kingdom from British 

West Indies :—
1922 ............................. £3,005,364
1921 ............................. £5,206,254

Exports of Produce and Manufactures of the United 
Kingdom to British West Indies :—

1922 ............................. £2,321,200
1921 .. ........................... £2,944,708

To Pickle Limes.—Having cut the limes in quar­
ters, about two-thirds through, take out the seeds, 
and fill up the fruit with salt. After putting the 
limes in a deep pan for a few days, place them in 
a flat dish exposed to the open air and hot sun for 
three days, keeping them filled with salt. String 
alternately with green ginger, garlic, and peppers, 
putting them in a jar in layers between the limes 
until the jar is full, when the whole should he 
covered with boiling vinegar.
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AUSTRALIAN SUGAR CONTROL. STRANDING OF H.M.S. “RALEIGH.”
Sugar has again become a disturbing element in 

Australian politics, the war control of the Govern­
ment still continuing, pending the settlement of the 
question of the renewal of the agreement between 
the Commonwealth Government and the Queens­
land planters. The fruit growers of Southern 
Australia resent the, to them, high Government 
price of 6d. per pound, which, they contend, pre­
vents them competing with other countries in their 
jams and preserved fruit trade. The Queensland 
sugar planters, on the other hand, maintain that a 
comparatively high price for sugar is essential to 
the continuance of the 
industry, by reason of 
the excessive cost of the 
compulsory white 'labour 
in the cane-fields. The 
absence of a complete 
statement of its dealings 
in sugar by the Govern­
ment is also a source of 
general complaint, and 
notices of votes of cen­
sure on the Government 
by the Country and 
Labour parties respec­
tively in the Common­
wealth Parliament have 
brought the matter to a 
head. The Times cor­
respondent, however, 
states that after a meet­
ing of the Government 
Party, held on the 10th 
inst., the Ministers ex­
pect to be able to defeat 
both motions.

The Maui Agricultural 
Company of Hawaii has 
recently erected an irri­
gation pump, which de- 
livers 12,000,000 gallons 
of water per day to a 
height of 751 feet.

BRITISH GUIANA’S GOVERNOR.

Sir Wilfred Collet’s Successor.

Sir Graeme Thomson, K.C.B., has been ap­
pointed Governor of British Guiana, in succession 
to Sir Wilfred Collet, K.C.M.G. Sir Graeme Thom­
son, who was educated at Winchester and New 
College, Oxford, entered the Home Civil Service in 
the Admiralty in 1900. In 1914 he became Direc­
tor of Transports at the Admiraltv; in 1917 he was 
appointed Director of Transports and Shipping at 
the Ministry of Shipping. Since 1919 he has been 
Colonial Secretary of Ceylon.

West Indian Flagship Aground.

The fatality that overtook H.M.S. Raleigh, flag­
ship of the North America and West Indies station, 
which ran aground at Point Amour, on the 
Labrador coast, on the 8th August, and is likely 
to become a total wreck, is the first instance of the 
loss of an Admiral’s ship of the British Navy in a 
time of peace since the collision between the battle­
ships Camperdown and Victoria in 1893.

H.M.S. Cruiser “ Raleigh.”
Vice-Admiral Sir William . Pakenham's Flagship on the North America and West Indies 
Station, which ran aground off the coast of Labrador on Aug. Sth, and is likely to become a 

total loss ; H.M.S. “ Raleigh ” had been only fully commissioned for just a year.

Admiral Sir William Pakenham, Commander­
in-Chief in North American waters, whose flag the 
Raleigh flew, was on board H.M.S. Calcutta at the 
time of the accident to his ship. According to an 
Admiralty communiqué, ten men of the cruiser’s 
crew are presumed to have lost their lives. Costing 
£1,671,000, with a displacement of 9,750 tons, and 
carrying a complement of 730, H.M.S. Raleigh was 
begun in 1916, and has only been just a year in 
full commission. She arrived at Bermuda on 
August 11th last year. The cruiser, as she ap­
peared on completion, is depicted on this page.

Bv a coincidence, in 1857, when H.M.S. Raleigh 
of that day, commanded by Admiral Sir Harry 
Keppel, struck a rock in the China Seas, many of 
the officers were transferred to the H.M.S. Calcutta 
of that day.
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WEST INDIAN LIME INDUSTRY.

Following a meeting of members of The West 
India Committee interested in Dominica, which 
was reported in the Circular of July 20th (page 
332), the following letter was addressed to the 
Under-Secretary of State on July 27th :—

Sir,—I am directed to inform you that a meeting 
of members of The West India Committee interested 
in the island of Dominica was held at the Committee 
Rooms on July 5th, to consider what steps, if any, 
could be taken to ameliorate the present position of 
the Presidency, which is regarded as very serious in 
consequence of the depression in the staple industry 
of lime cultivation.

2. In this connection they wished me to inform you 
how much they appreciate the comprehensive refer­
ence to the lime industry in the Report of the Hon. 
Edward Wood, M.P., on his West Indian tour.

3. I enclose a brief account of the meeting above re­
ferred to, from which it will be noted that one or two 
of the statements made by Mr.Wood were criticised as 
being likely to lead to misconception, and I have been 
requested by the sole consignees of the Montserrat 
Company, Ltd., of Birmingham, for Montserrat lime 
juice, to point out that this juice is consigned solely 
from Montserrat for the bottling of “ Montserrat ” 
Lime Fruit Juice, and for the “Montserrat” Lime 
Fruit Juice Cordial. I should add, however, that it 
was realised that his analysis of the situation as a 
whole, shows ample evidence on the face of it of Mr. 
Wood’s earnest desire to bring about improvement in 
the economic condition of Dominica.

4. The Dominica proprietors expressed themselves 
as being gravely concerned by the outlook in view of 
the severe competition with the lemon products of 
Sicily with which their staple industry is faced. It 
was pointed out that stocks of Citrate of Lime to the 
extent of 24,000 tons, or three years’ normal supply, 
have accumulated in that island, whence they can be 
exported and dumped on the English market at 
prices far below the British West Indian cost of pro­
duction, owing to the debased Italian exchange.

5. It was stated in Mr. Wood’s Report that the 
Board of Trade were being asked to investigate the 
desirability of Citrate of Lime and Citric Acid manu­
factured in Italy, being brought within the provisions 
of the Safeguarding of Industries Act with a view to 
placing an import duty of 33^ per cent, on Citrate of 
Lime, and Citric Acid not of British origin. My Com­
mittee would be glad to learn whether any decision 
has as yet been arrived at by the Board of Trade in this 
connection, and I am instructed further to ask whether 
it is proposed to take any steps towards the restora­
tion of the coastal steamer service round the island, 
which is regarded as essential for the marketing of 
produce in the absence of adequate roads in the Presi­
dency.

6. In conclusion, I am to say that the Dominica 
Proprietors attach considerable importance to the sug­
gestion made by Mr. Wood that steps should be taken 
for the prevention of the use of chemicals in the manu­
facture of beverages in imitation of lime juice, and 
that they have noted with satisfaction that Mr. Wood 
has been considering with the other Departments of 
His Majesty’s Government whether legislation could 
be adopted effectively to prevent such adulteration. 
They venture to think that the need for such legisla­
tion is emphasised by a case which was heard at the

(Continued at foot of next column.)

SUGAR MARKET PROSPECTS.
American Firm’s Optimism.

The pessimism which characterised the markets 
wlhen sugar was quoted $1.75 f.o.b. in December 
last has given place to a more hopeful feeling. It 
is never safe to prophesy about sugar, but if statis­
tics count for anything, the outlook may be re­
garded as more encouraging than appeared possible 
in the dark days of last winter.

Thus in their report, dated July 7th, Lamborn & 
Company, of New York, state that as the heavy 
consuming period progresses, it is more evident that 
the strong underlying factors in the market are 
asserting themselves. The increased consumption 
this year, together with a partial or gradual replen­
ishment of invisible stocks, has made such heavy 
inroads into Cuba’s production and the surplus car­
ried over from last year, that the statistical position 
of sugar has changed materially. In fact, Cuba’s 
statistical position is no longer bearish, but, on the 
other hand, is gradually taking on a decidedly 
bullish aspect, with prospects for practically no 
carry over at the end of this year.

Relative to the consumption in the United States 
for the first six months of 1922, Willett & Gray have 
published statistics indicating consumption of 
2,781,218 tons. That authority stated that it 
would appear that the country is consuming sugar, 
up to the present time, at the rate of 5,500,000 tons 
refined value per year, which is an enormous in­
crease over the distribution figures for last year, 
which were 4,107,328 tons. They add : “ It is 
hardly likely that such a great rate of consumption 
will continue, but it is a rather curious fact, if we 
take the average annual increase of consumption, 
and which average is based on ninety-nine years of 
statistics, of 5.216 per cent, and apply same to the 
nine years since 1913, the last year in which condi­
tions were normal and not influenced either by war 
conditions or Government control or restrictions, 
and in which year the consumption was 3,743,139, 
and without compounding, the consumption thus 
indicated would be 5,511,000 tons, almost the figure 
shown by the above calculation.”

Stocks at Cuba continue to decrease as exports 
are still on a very heavy scale, with all indications 
that they will continue so for the next month at 
least as there has been considerable sugar purchased 
by United States refiners, and also by Europe for 
July shipment.

(Continued from previous column.)
Marylebone Police Court on June 23rd and 27th, where 
a firm was prosecuted unsuccessfully for selling Lime 
Juice Cordial containing a considerable proportion of 
phosphoric acid. A report of the case is appended to 
this letter, and my Committee would be glad to learn 
whether any satisfactory conclusion has been arrived 
at.

It is felt that if a standard for Lime Juice could be 
adopted, it would undoubtedly lead to a larger con­
sumption of the genuine article, besides benefiting the 
consumer.

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Algernon Aspinall, Secretary.
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SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies.

The Problem of Weed Control.
Many people think of a tropical virgin forest as a 

tangled mass of vegetative luxuriance through 
which the traveller literally has to hack his way 
with axe and cutlass; but the fact is that except 
for here and there a fallen log or a pendant liane, 
one can ride relatively easily through the virgin 
forests of the tropics over practically bare black 
soil, even though in the rainy season the ground is 
inclined to be swampy. It is the dense shade that 
produces this bareness of the soil, and it is only in 
secondary forests and abandoned agricultural land 
that travelling begins to become impossible. This 
circumstance gives us the safest and best clue in 
the matter of weed control, and is responsible for 
all systems of smothering by shade, which is both 
Nature’s and the most economical way of keeping 
down the herbaceous and woody pests of artificially- 
planted land. Still another reason why virgin 
forest is relatively free from weeds is that there are 
few agencies by means of which they can be dis­
tributed ; there is no wind, no agricultural labourers 
or animals going from one place to another, no 
manure, no interchange of seed. If these agencies 
were lacking under plantation conditions, a closely 
planted cacao estate in Grenada, for instance, or an 
evenly-established coco-nut property in Trinidad 
might be reasonably free from weeds, for the shade 
is considerable. That they are not free is largely 
due to the agencies referred to and the entrance of 
that pest par excellence—-grass. Naturally the 
shade is not so complete under plantation condi­
tions as it is under a full crown cover in the forest, 
and the presence of weeds is consequently in­
evitable. In a developed plantation, therefore, 
labour has to be applied to control weeds mechani­
cally, for it is not possible effectively to control 
agencies of distribution. Weeds are usually con­
trolled under orchard conditions by cutlassing, or 
what is known in Spanish countries as machete 
work, which costs from 25 cents to 75 cents for 25 
square yards, and needs to be performed at least 
several times a year. In suitable localities the land 
is forked or ploughed; this has the two-fold effect 
of controlling weeds and increasing the aeration of 
the soil.

In the orchard in its developing stage, as for ex­
ample in a coco-nut plantation of trees some two 
or three years old, smothering crops of an annual 
leguminous kind, such as Dolichos hosei or 
Tephrosia purpurea, can be grown with the double 
object of weed control and manuring. Again, the 
land between the trees may be cultivated, and 
ordinary crops like cassava, bananas, or tannias 
may be grown for profit.

In both young and old orchard cultivations, 
grass is the most objectionable and most difficult 
weed to control, as has alreadv been intimated. 
It can only be controlled by shallow cultivation,

though it can be kept down satisfactorily under 
conditions of labour shortage by the continuous 
circling of the soil around the younger trees for a 
yard or so from the base. It is important to note 
that in connection with grass, and possibly certain 
other weeds, there may be a secretion of toxic sub­
stances which have an injurious effect upon the 
roots of cultivated plants growing below.

Green mulching is probably the best method of 
manuring in orchard cultivation, and it is in itself 
a form of weeding as well; furthermore, mulching 
has a smothering action, and tends to keep down 
other weeds for a time. Eventually, however, it 
will be found necessary to resort to the use of the 
cutlass, except where, as in a properly planted 
coco-nut plantation, a plough can be employed satis­
factorily. For this work, the American prairie 
type of plough may be recommended. This is a 
plough with a very broad but much sloping mould­
board, and ploughing can be done with this imple­
ment at a depth as shallow as two or three inches 
with a furrow-width of nearly two feet. It is, 
therefore, a useful implement to employ against 
grass, especially if a small tractor can be used to 
drag it. Another useful implement for keeping 
down weeds in orchard cultivation is the disc plough 
or cultivator; but the discs must be set at the 
proper angle so as to get a good cutting effect. 
The use of these implements assumes, of course, 
that the land is free from stumps, though the disc 
plough can be used even if partially rotted stumps 
still remain in the soil.

Hoeing Compared with Mechanical Tillage.
In arable cultivation in the tropics, the cultiva­

tion or implemental method of keeping down weed 
is in general use. In places like Barbados, where 
there is abundant labour, the sugar-cane fields are 
hoed and kept as clean as an English market garden. 
This, of course, is exceptional. In connection with 
this matter, however, the possibility of a more 
general weed*control system is made by experi­
ments by Mr. Geddes in St. Croix. By substituting 
mechanical tillage for hand hoeing, he has been 
able to obtain greater yields of sugar-cane at a less 
cost. By implemental tillage he has shown that 
he can reduce the labour cost of growing cane from 
$45 to $20 per acre, getting at the same time an 
increase of five or six tons of cane per acre. He 
claims that the main benefit of this imple­
mental tillage is the fact that weeds are 
adequately and economically controlled. Whereas 
the Barbados system is not generally appli­
cable, there is no reason why many countries 
should not follow the example set by Mr. Geddes. 
As a matter of further interest, it may be stated 
that in regard to weed control the Quack Grass 
Exterminator Company, of Minneapolis, now sells 
for £200 a machine which is a kind of soil plough 
and soil-threshing machine combined; it cuts 
ribbons of soil and sifts them as it goes along so 
as to eradicate the underground stems of grasses 
especially. In most places in the West Indies 
where cane is grown, a few weedings of the young 
crop have to suffice. This is one of the reasons for 
close planting and lengthy periods of ratooning in
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such places as Cuba and Trinidad. The close plant 
ing especially helps to keep down weeds. In 
Hawaii and Queensland, where labour is scarce and 
expensive, weeds in canefields have been success­
fully controlled by means of paper mulches. After 
the crop is cut, strips of tarred or asphalted paper 
(91b. to every 100 square feet) are placed over the 
cane stumps. The paper is weighted down by 
stones, and as soon as the cane starts to grow, the 
stronger shoots push through the paper in order to 
reach the light, while the less powerful weeds suc­
cumb. Some of the weaker cane shoots do not 
get through, however, but make tent-like elevations 
on the paper to show they need assistance, and men 
go along the rows and make slits to let them 
through. This is reported to be a much cheaper 
method of controlling weeds than the ones already 
described..

The Value of Spraying.
The use of sprays against weeds has been sug­

gested from many sources, but has never proved 
really practicable owing to the damage such poison­
ous liquids occasion both to crops and the soil. The 
most effective spray is probablv arsenite of soda 
in an extract of prickly pear leaf. The prickly pear 
imparts an adhesive character to the spray which 
causes it to remain longer on the leaves of the 
weeds. But these poisonous sprays are dangerous 
things to use for the reasons mentioned above, and 
are best confined to garden path weeding, railway 
tracks, roads, and the like. They are extensively 
used on tropical railways in the case of which 
weeding is quite as much a problem as on any 
agricultural plantation.

An ingenious method of eradicating weeds on a 
pasture, or, to be more exact, in a lawn, is by an 
overdose of chemical fertiliser. In Barbados, three 
and a half ounces of ammonium sulphate in four 
gallons of water was applied per 100 square feet 
with remarkable results. The land in question was 
Crowded with duck weed (Syne drella*no diflord) and 
nut grass (Cyperus rotundus) before the treatment, 
but soon afterwards these excrescences had quite 
disappeared. Their proportion in the control or 
check lawn remained the same. The improvement 
was no doubt caused by the greater vigour given 
to the lawn grass desired (Bahamas grass), and it 
may also have been due to a toxic effect upon the 
weeds themselves. In connection with pastures, it 
is of interest to note that in India pastures have 
been botanically examined or analysed, and have 
been found to contain as much as 50 per cent. weed. 
While the seeding of nutritious grasses is recom­
mended by Indian economic botanists, it is urged 
that only native grasses should be used, for intro­
duced ones are not likely to be able to compete with 
the indigenous flora in most localities.

The Results of Weeding.
Weeding is, and always will be, a problem in 

agriculture. That it pays has been proved on more 
than one occasion. In Hawaii it has been shown 
that weeding produces gains as great as fertilising, 
if not greater. The following figures indicate this 
fact; in some experiments it was found that where 
weeds were allowed to grow with the application 

of a fertiliser the yield of cane was 21.3 tons per 
acre ; where weeds were controlled and fertiliser 
added, the yield was 29.37 tons ; where weeds were 
allowed to grow and no fertiliser was applied, the 
yield was 13.19 tons; whilst where weeds were con­
trolled without fertiliser, the yield was 20.38 tons. 
Each of these figures is taken from an average of 
eight to twelve plots for each treatment. Striking 
as this may be, the great trouble in regard to 
weeding in the tropics is getting the labour to do it. 
The only solution of this difficulty is the use of 
implementai tillage or smothering methods, to­
gether with taking every precaution to prevent the 
entrance of weeds by the agencies referred to earlier 
in these notes. It is also of value to study the 
habits of weeds especially, to know those which like 
nut grass have underground stems. Weeding is, 
o? should be, a community problem, and this is 
recognised, for instance, in Grenada, where there 
is a Noxious Weeds Ordinance, making it a punish­
able offence for planters not to destroy certain weeds 
specified by the authorities.

MECHANICAL TILLAGE IN JAPAN.

eThe Acting British Consul-General in Japan 
states that there are forty-four tractors now in 
use in Formosa in connection with the sugar indus­
try.

When tractors were first used in Formosa the 
chauffeurs and engineers sent with them found the 
work very trying owing to the heat. For this reason 
and owing to the engineers’ lack of experience, both 
of tractors and agriculture, accidents were frequent, 
and full benefits were not derived from the 
machines. Most sugar companies, however, adopted 
the new system, and a considerable economy in 
wages and cattle feed has been effected.

Since then, the engineers employed have gradu­
ally acquired an understanding of the machines and 
of agriculture, and the tractors have been utilised 
to better purpose. Their economic value in the 
plantations, however, is largely dependent on the 
cost of petrol, labour and cattle feed. It has been 
established that they are not directly economical 
when fuel is expensive and labour cheap.

Figures showing the cost of ploughing by tractor 
and ox-plough ar3 given in the table below. The 
tests were carried out in July last at the Govern­
ment Sugar Experimental Station. In both cases 
conditions were favourable for ploughing by trac­
tors, and no allowance was made for depreciation 
or the cost of repairs. The tractors ploughed to a 
depth of 8.5 to 9.5 inches, and the ox-plough to a 
depth of 4.25 inches.

(1) Tractor. (2) Tractor. Ox plough. 
Cost per “ Ko ” (2'42

acres) ...................Yen 10’544 Yen 12121 Yen 9’600
Area ploughed per

diem ............... 3 “ ko ” 2 " ko ” *25 "ko”
(Yen = 2s. Id.)

Under normal conditions in the Canary Islands^ 
sufficient water to irrigate an acre of bananas costs 
from £40 to £70 annually, an amount which is often 
in excess of the rental value of the land itself.—The 
Banana Budget.
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HOME-GROWN BEET SUGAR.
By Victor C. Meyer.

(Continued from page 354 and concluded.)
The sugar content of the root must be extracted 

at a certain period of its growth, failing which it 
changes its character and the sugar loses in sac­
charine value. So that the manufacture of beet 
sugar entails day and night work for the compara­
tively short campaign of about 80 to 90 days.

What an opportunity here for the exploitation 
of those terrorist tactics advocated by some of our 
modern labourists, and which have already had 
such a detrimental effect on the trade of the 
country !

The losses already sustained by Home-Grown 
Sugar are sufficient to warrant its extinction as a 
commercial undertaking, and there is little prospect 
of any improvement in the future. The magnani­
mous concession of total exemption of the sugar 
duty—about 2|d. on every pound of sugar—is only 
perverting the sound principle of protection to a 
fallacious subsidy to a fatuous enterprise, and 
commits the Government to further extravagance 
by throwing good money after bad. The Govern­
ment, while getting no interest on their own capital 
invested, have guaranteed 5 per cent, interest on 
the public capital (£250,000) for 10 years, condi­
tional on the concern continuing to produce sugar, 
so that their bolstering up of an effete and ineffec­
tual industry is only serving to continue their own 
pecuniary responsibility. The sugar beet is, at 
the best, but a highly developed vegetation, and its 
saccharine strength is largely due to chemical skill 
and scientific observation, coupled with economic 
conditions, which are wanting at home.

The sugar cane, on the other hand, is a more 
natural product, and we have Dependencies in all 
parts of the world—the West Indies, Natal, 
Mauritius, Australia, and British India—well fitted 
to supply all our needs, did we accord to our over­
seas possessions not only a fair measure of prefer­
ence, but that sympathetic interest which has been 
so long denied them.

Instead of fostering impossible industries at 
home which cannot have the slightest commercial 
importance, let our Government but ensure to our 
cane growing Colonies a security of trade and 
stability of policy and we need never lack an 
adequate supply of sugar at a reasonable price.

Germany never had the proper colonising spirit, 
and where she did obtain a footing overseas her 
rule was not conducive to the best commercial 
utilisation of the natives or the nature of the land. 
She had to fall back on the scientific and specialised 
skill which developed to such a high degree her 
internal agriculture. But with our imperial re­
sources we have no need to follow the artificial 
methods of Germany as regards her sugar culture. 
The generous act of God has provided the world 
with tropical lands bursting, under man’s good 
guidance, to produce sugar in abundance, while 
the patriotic actions of pioneers have annexed many 
of these prolific lands to the British Crown. De­
spite common prejudice to the contrary, tropical 
cane sugar can be produced at less cost than tern- 
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perate beet, and the sugar cane is native to many 
of our possessions. Lacking the encourage­
ment so marked in the cases of other Powers having 
sugar-producing Dependencies, the comparative 
indifference and disregard of the Home Govern­
ment towards our Imperial sugar sources and the 
development of their rich natural products caused 
a marked decline in the West Indian crops.

Forty years ago British Guiana and our West 
Indian islands produced considerably more sugar 
than they do to-day ; in fact, at one time the 
Jamaican crop was double the present figure. 
Twenty years ago, in the dark days of the Foreign 
Bounties, when the sugar trade of our West Indian 
Colonies was in danger of disappearing, and the 
inhabitants were writhing under a deep sense of 
wrong, they were forced to endeavour to enter into 
reciprocity treaties and commercial conventions 
with the United States of America. Jamaica, more 
particularly, became largely tied by economic 
bonds to the United States. The fond hope, en­
gendered by the terms of the Brussels Convention, 
of an Imperial interest and equality of opportunity 
was soon dissipated by the selfish and parochial 
policy of Mr. Asquith’s Government, with its dis­
torted and spurious interpretation of Free Trade, 
and the old subject of annexation to her near neigh­
bour was again revived. Needless to say, many 
schemes of necessary improvement were deferred, 
and many undertakings of feasible expansion were 
curbed, while the trade with America increased by 
leaps and bounds. The war, however, opened the 
eyes of many to the fallacious and circumscribed 
policy of keeping an “open door” to a horde of un­
scrupulous enemies, and certain measures of sane 
preference were adopted.

The continuance of a stable fiscal policy and the 
strengthening of Imperial ties, in opposition to the 
apathy and neglect of past years, should tend to 
improved sugar conditions, both at home and 
abroad. The expansion and amelioration of our 
Colonial resources would undoubtedly result in the 
prosperity of the British producer and the advan­
tage of the Home consumer.

THE “THREE B’s.”

In view of the demand in many of the West 
Indian Colonies for a measure of Representative 
Government, and Mr. Wood’s recommendations 
thereon in his recent Report, it will be of interest 
to set forth particulars of the three Colonies, often 
grouped together in this connection as “ the three 
B’s,” whose constitutions, dating from the first 
half of the seventeenth century, already possess 
representative institutions.

No. of
Elected 

Members.

Date of
Consti- Colony.
tution.

1620 Bermuda
1625 Barbados
1647 Bahamas

Population.

22,000
156,000
53,000

No. of Life of 
Electors. Parliament.

36 (paid) 1,413 5 years.
24 (unpaid) 2,308 1 year.
29 (unpaid) 14,263 7 years.

In each Colony the Governor and Upper House 
are appointed , by the Crown, the Lower House is 
entirely elective and possesses full financial control.
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ON THE WOOD REPORT.

The West Indian Medical Service.

In an article on the Medical Service in the West 
Indies, the British Medical Journal, in a supple­
ment dated July 15th, states that the conditions 
of the medical service in the West Indies, and more 
particularly in the Leeward and Windward Islands, 
have caused the Dominions Committee of the 
British Medical Association increasing anxiety over 
a considerable period. The main grievances which 
the association has had to combat have been three : 
(1) Total inadequacy of pay aggravated by the en­
forcement of official tariffs for private fees; (2) the 
absence of any recognised system of promotion 
and facilities for leave or study; and (3) the imposi­
tion of new and onerous duties without additional 
remuneration. Effective action, says our contem­
porary, has invariably been hindered by the delay 
incident on the reference of special points to the 
Colonial Governments and by the fact that the 
duties and emoluments of any given post are sub­
ject to arbitrary variation by the Governor, whilst 
the Colonial Office itself, in advertising vacancies, 
is unable to supply candidates with adequate in­
formation as to the conditions of service.

In the circumstances ? the British Medical Journal 
welcomes Mr. Edward Wood’s report, which 
“shows an appreciation of local conditions at once 
shrewd and sympathetic,” and it adds that “whilst 
the recommendations for immediate action fall 
short in several respects of the fair claims of the 
officers concerned, the ultimate goal—namely, the 
unification of the West Indian medical service—is 
throughout kept well in sight. Moreover, the 
recommendations put forward are clearly in Mr. 
Wood’s view not only urgent but immediately prac­
ticable. And this, having regard to the acute 
economic difficulties of the moment, is in itself no 
small advantage.”

After summarising the section of the report deal­
ing with medical affairs the British Medical Journal 
says :—

These recommendations, if adopted, will go far to 
remove the most pressing grievances of the service in 
the Windward and Leeward Islands, and accordingly 
the Committee has expressed its gratitude to Mr. 
Wood for the trouble he has taken in investigating the 
matters contained in his report, and its general satis­
faction with the recommendations he has put forward 
to the Secretary of State. Certain points, however, 
are not satisfactory. In the first place it is to be re­
gretted that the special difficulties of other services 
besides those of the Leeward and Windward Islands 
have not received closer consideration. For instance, 
Mr. Wood was unable to see the deputation from the 
medical officers of Jamaica which desired to submit 
certain very definite grievances for his consideration. 
Moreover, whilst the ^400 initial salary is the amount 
actually asked for by the officers concerned, the maxi­
mum of ¿600 has long been regarded as essential and 
the indefinite postponing of its introduction is un­
fortunate. Then again, the general maximum trans­
port allowance of £60 a year represents- no advance in 
many cases where the existing allowance is demon­

strably inadequate. These points will be the subject 
of strong representations to the Colonial Office.

It must not be forgotten in considering the advance 
actually achieved that Mr. Wood’s recommendations 
are as yet recommendations only. Their effect will 
depend in part upon the reception accorded to them 
by the Colonial Office and in part on the local Govern­
ments. It is for the West Indian Branches to con­
tinue to exert such pressure as they can locally, whilst 
the Dominions Committee brings all possible pressure 
to bear on the Colonial Office. In this connection the 
formation of a sound and well-formed parliamentary, 
opinion is of no small importance, and the thanks of 
the Association are due to Dr. F. E. Fremantle, M.P., 
for the able manner in which he directed attention, in 
the discussion on the Colonial Office vote, to the re­
sponsibility of the Colonial Office in connection with 
the public health problems of the Colonies, and to the 
claims of the Overseas Medical Services.

GERMANY’S CACAO CONSUMPTION.

The German journal Wirtschaft und Statistik, 
writes “ W. J.” in the Tea and Coffee Trade 
Journal, quotes statistics of the world’s consump­
tion of cacao, and sets out features indicating Ger­
many’s relative position thereto, comparing her 
consumption of 100,000 tons of cacao in 1921 with 
America’s 124,416 tons and Britain’s 47,164 tons.

Then, ascribing the reduced consumption in other 
countries compared with 1913 to the discouraging 
state of money exchange, the journal says it is not 
to be wondered at that the American people con­
sumed such large quantities of cacao in 1920 and 
1921 when it is remembered that besides the im­
proved living standard the consumption of alcoholic 
liquors was prohibited. On the other hand, Ger­
many, even with her greatly lowered standard of 
living, imported 100,000 tons in 1921, the limited 
export of which in manufactured cocoa was easily 
balanced by the greater import of manufactured 
cocoa.

Importations in immediately preceding years 
were small—45,059 tons in 1920, 11,700 tons in 
1919, and none at all in 1918—consequently the 
exhausted stocks had to be replenished. Notwith­
standing this, the rise in consumption is astonish­
ing. The journal says that the whole German 
system is living above its means, which may easily 
end in a crisis. It quotes a communiqué by the 
union of German chocolate manufacturers on the 
absence of sugar, to the effect that cocoa and choco­
late possess high nourishing value and claiming that 
“therefore cocoa as a people’s food is of great im­
portance.” But the journal, which is none too 
sympathetic with the chocolate business, says that 
too much sugar is finding its way into the choco­
late and alcoholic liquor industries.

Mr. Peter Noble, A.M.I.C.E., Colonial En­
gineer and Surveyor-General of Dominica since 
1912, has been appointed one of the Government 
engineers in Palestine. It will be recalled that pre­
vious to his appointment in Dominica, Mr. Noble 
was District Engineer in Demerara, acting in addi­
tion as Chief Draughtsman and as Assistant Colonial 
Civil Engineer.
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CACAO DISEASES.

How to Combat Them.

A valuable paper by Mr. William Nowell on 
Cacao Diseases in Trinidad has been published by 
the Agricultural Society of Trinidad and Tobago. 
In this Mr. Nowell points out that the fungus dis­
eases of cacao fall into two classes :—

(1) Debility diseases which depend on a lack of 
vigour in the trees ;

(2) Diseases which can attack trees without re­
gard to vigour, but which can only develop when 
the external conditions favour the fungus by which 
they are caused.

Both types can be met by purely agricultural 
methods, and once their nature has been established 
it is rather to the cacao agronomist than to the 
pathologist that the grower should look for advice.

In countries with a highly developed agriculture, 
and especially where mechanical aids are so readily 
adopted as they are in the United States of America, 
the practice of spraying fruit trees at frequent in­
tervals has become a matter of routine. Agricul­
ture in Trinidad, especially on cacao estates, is not 
highly developed, and in the adoption of mechanical 
appliances there are difficulties in the shape of un­
trained labour, in the absence of repair facilities, 
in poor means of access to cultivations, and not 
least, in the rapid deterioration of rubber hose. 
Spraying, to be of value, must be systematic, fre­
quent, and indefinitely repeated. Bordeaux mix­
ture is strictly preventative of infection and not a 
cure.

Says Mr. Nowell : “I see no present prospect of 
the adoption of spraying as a regular practice on 
Trinidad cacao estates. As a matter of fact we do 
not spray for pod-rot at River Estate, and I have 
not so far found it advisable to recommend it. 
While spraying is the most direct and the most im­
mediately applicable measure, there are others 
which go nearer to the root of the matter and have, 
in view of their application to Trinidad, the great 
advantage of depending directly upon agricultural 
skill and not involving either the practice of a new 
art or the provision of new machinery.

“The fungus, as I have said, belongs to a group 
that is particularly dependent on humidity. Its 
commonest method of reproduction is one in which 
its spores are liberated into and swim in a film of 
water. It it true that it is able to modify this pro­
cedure and produce conidia that germinate in the 
more ordinary way, but it is not by any means 
adapted for activity under even moderately dry 
conditions. This® is its weak side and it can be 
attacked on it. The reason it has developed as a 
pest of cacao is because the conditions maintained 
in a cacao cultivation are, during the wet season 
at any rate, such as suit its requirements. Its 
control by cultural measures resolves itself into the 
question how far we may modify these conditions 
m the direction of dryness without affecting the gen­
eral health of the tree. The degree of humidity 
in a cacao field is governed by the weather, by the 
situation as regards the contour of the ground and 
the nearness of hills and forests, by the condition of 

the soil in respect to natural and artificial drainage, 
by the extent of pruning and by the amount of 
shade provided. Three of these factors are under 
our control, drainage, pruning, and shade. There 
ought to be no need, though I cannot say there is 
none, to insist upon the importance of drainage, as 
much on general grounds as for the special purpose 
we are considering. But it is mainly by means 
of shade trees, and to a lesser degree by pruning, 
that the conditions considered suitable to cacao 
are provided. If we think the matter out, we can 
see that the growing of immortelles, though it may 
be in many cases the best means available, is a 
somewhat clumsy expedient. If shade trees 
are the right size when the field, let us say, is fifteen 
years old, they have grown too big long before it is 
thirty. But their reduction in size or number is 
an awkward business, entailing very considerable 
risk of damage to the trees beneath them. It is 
easier to let them alone and so we get the condition 
which is so common, of shade trees far more num­
erous than is desirable for their size, or far larger 
than is necessary for their number. It is in such 
fields that pod-rot, other things being equal, is 
most severely prevalent. It is interesting to know 
on the authority of a Ceylon planter who recently 
paid us a visit, how in that island the difficulty 
just referred to is avoided. They replace their 
shade trees, a different species of immortelle from 
ours, with very large cuttings every ten years or so. 
It is notable that in Grenada, where most fields 
are without shade, pod-rot is very much less 
prevalent than in Trinidad.”

With regard to the shade problem, it is of interest 
to note that Mr. Nowell is an advocate of reducing 
immortelles to a minimum where they cannot be 
dispensed with altogether and to supply their 
function by means of marginal wind-breaks where 
needed, and by the use of mulch and pen manure 
m the soil, to prune the trees to enable air to cir­
culate freely and to attend to drainage.

BRAZIL'S CACAO TRADE.

The tendency of the Brazil cacao industry is to 
expand, as will be noted from the following table 
showing the exports for the past six years and the 
first nine months of 1921 :—

Kilogs.
1915 ............... 44,979,974
1916 ............... 43,720,021
1917 ............... 55,621,839

1921 (9 months)

1918 ............... 41,865,472
1919 ............... 62,584,308
1920 ............... 54,418,608

... 35,543,958
The destinations of these exports since 
ning of 1919 have been as follows :—

the begin-

1919. 1920. 1921

United States ...
France ...
Great Britain ..
Argentine 
Holland ...
Germany

33,577,844 
15,575,150 
3,565,773 
1,295,705 
2,130,346

151,562
The large falling off in 
Kingdom since the British
into force (in 1920) is significant.

25,327,955
8.362,259

623,487
2,279,731
5,308,805
6,149 886 

exports to 
Preferential

(9 months'). 
18,038,027 
2,361,929 

161,181 
1,297,500 
2,589,080 
7,898,100 

the United 
Tariff came
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YEAST FROM MOLASSES.

One of the recent uses to which molasses has been 
applied is that of the manufacture of compressed 
yeast, either for the purpose of bread making or as 
a food for cattle, or even man, and we have re­
ceived from Dr. Henry Arnstein, 193, Rooseveldt 
Boulevard, Philadelphia, a copy of an article which 
he has written on the subject, which appeared in 
the Louisiana Planter, early in the present year.

In the manufacture of this product, as described 
by Dr. Arnstein, the molasses is diluted to about 
10 deg. Balling (Brix.), and inverted by means 
oi organic or inorganic acids. The diluted molasses 
is then filtered through filter tanks by gravity or 
mixed with diatomaceous earth (Kieselghur), and 
filtered through filter presses. Prior to the filtra­
tion, the diluted acid may, or may not, be inocu­
lated with lactic acid bacteria. In the former 
case, the yeast produced will be lighter in colour 
and have better keeping properties than in the 
latter.

The clarified and acidified wort flows into 
large fermenting vessels, in which is a pure culture 
yeast which has been acclimatised to the conditions 
and the nature of the materials used. To produce 
this seed yeast, the following method is adopted :

In the first place, a pure yeast is prepared in 
the biological laboratory, which is then diluted with 
sterilised mashes until only one yeast cell*  is present 
in one droplet. This droplet is then inoculated 
with a gelatine or agar-agar medium, and from 
the colony of yeast cells thus formed members are 
picked out with a sterilised platinum needle and 
transferred to a small glass vessel, and when two 
to five litres of this pure culture yeast is obtained, 
it is introduced into a pure culture apparatus hav­
ing a capacity of from 20 to 200 lbs. of dry yeast. 
With the dry yea’st thus produced, a tank approxi­
mately 10 per cent, to 25 per cent, of the capacity of 
the large fermenting tanks is stocked with it, and 
in this tank a wort of a higher sugar content and 
greater acidity is fermented.

The main fermenting tanks are large wooden, 
iron or copper cylindrical tanks, with either flat 
or conical bottoms. They are supplied with a 
series of cooling coils for the purpose of reducing 
and controlling the temperature produced by the 
fermentation. The amount of seed yeast used 
depends largely on climatic conditions, and whether 
a cool or hot fermentation is carried out. The 
larger the quantity of yeast the quicker the fer­
mentation, and the higher the temperature pro­
duced.

To help and shorten the fermentation, large 
quantities of purified and cooled air are used, Dr. 
Arnstein stating that at least | cubic feet of air 
per minute is required for every pound of yeast 
produced. Fermentation should be completed in 
from eight to sixteen hours. The shorter the fer­
mentation period the stronger the yeast, and the 
longer the fermentation, the greater the yield. The 

*The diameter of a yeast cell is from to of an
inch.—Ed.

chance of infection by other organisms is greater m 
the case of long fermentations than in short, and 
quality of the yeast is always poorer.

After fermentation has been completed the fer­
mented wort contaming the yeast in suspension is 
separated from it by centrifugal force. The centri­
fugal machine used works on the same principle 
as a cream separator. It has two outlets, the upper 
one discharging the wort which has been freed 
from the yeast, while the other discharges the yeast 
in a thick, creamy condition. The latter is col­
lected in wooden, copper, or steel vessels and 
cooled to 40 deg. or 45 deg. F. It is then pressed 
dry in filter presses of the frame or recess type. 
Yeast of good quality will take about an hour to 
obtain a dry cake and be quite brittle. The 
pressed yeast cakes are then transferred to a mixer, 
where they are mixed with water, and sometimes 
with starch, and in which the proper consistency is 
produced for treatment in the final machines. In 
this the yeast is forced through a cone-shaped screw, 
being cut into desired lengths in the process, giving 
1 lb., | lb., 1 oz., or | oz. cakes. These are 
wrapped in waxed paper, refrigerated, and are then 
ready for the trade.

A certain amount of alcohol is formed in the 
course of the fermentation, and Dr. Arnstein states 
that every gallon of molasses will yield 4| lbs. of 
compressed yeast and .325 gallon of absolute 
alcohol. The yields of yeast and alcohol pan be 
controlled as desired. The wort from which the 
yeast has been separated contains from 0.75 to 1.5 
per cent, of alcohol.

The composition of the dried yeast is :—
Protein (95 per cent, digestible) ... 53.43%
Water ...........................  8-55%
Mineral matter ... ... ... ••• 6.47%
Fats ...........................    2.90%
Crude Fibre .......................................... 1.54%
Non-nitrogenous matter (100 per. cent.

digestible) .......................................... 27.11%

100.00%
In the manufacture of compressed yeast from 

molasses, in addition to the sugar, nitrogenous 
food is also required to increase the yield and 
quality of the yeast. According, therefore, to the 
nitrogen content of the molasses, 10 per cent to 
20 per cent, of grain, ammonium sulphate, am­
monium phosphate, or other nitrogenous matter, 
has to be added to it.

Dr. Arnstein states that there is sufficient evi­
dence to show that compressed yeast as food has 
been successfully employed in aejie, anthrax, beri­
beri, bronchitis, cancer, cervitis, cholera, diabetes, 
diphtheria, dysentery, erosion and ulceration of the 
cervix, enteritis folliculitis, furuncolosis, gonorrhea, 
impetigo, influenza, leuchorrhea, measles, osteomye­
litis, panaritum, pellagra, purpura, scarlatina, 
acourbut (sic), septic condition of the genito 
urinary organs, sycosis, tonsilitis, tuberculosis, ty­
phoid, urticaria vaginitis, and variola. Housemaid’s 
knee does not, apparently, yield to the treatment, 
but, on the other hand, compressed yeast is stated 
to be used successfully in the manufacture of steel 
ropes.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By Agronomist.

Nicko s states that a hen laying 150 eggs per year 
and weighing 51bs. will eat approximately 25 times 
her own weight of food and lay nearly four times her 
weight in eggs in that period.

* * *
It is reported that petroleum has been discovered 

in the Lake Albert region of Africa, under the lake 
and surrounding regions, including the Belgian 
Congo possessions on the borders of the lake.

* *
For the year ending June 30th, 1921, the Philip­

pines produced 502,237 tons of sugar, 24,180 tons 
of cake sugar (panochas), 369,245 tons of copra, 
5,955,000 gallons of coconut oil, 889 tons of cacao, 
and 1,062 tons of coffee.

* #
The great progress made in the cultivation and 

canning of pineapples in Hawaii is mainly due to 
(1) the use of iron sulphate for spraying, to make up 
for the lack of iron in the soil, (2) the perfecting of 
a mechanical coring and peeling machine, (3) the 
invention of a slicer, and (4) the development of 
an apparatus which retrieves the pineapple left in 
the skin after the first rough peeling.

* * *
A scheme, which the editor of the Sugar Central 

and Planters9 News of the Philippines, describes as 
“ a Utopian dream,” has been formulated in those 
islands. The prospectus proposes the formation of 
a corporation with a capital of 50,000,000 Philip­
pine dollars for the purpose of cultivating 1,400,000 
hectares of canes on Mindanao and the establish­
ment of a bank. The above area would mean at 
least 6,000,000 tons of sugar I

* * *
In Australia, out of a total area of nearly 

2,000,000,000 acres, only 13,000,000 acres were in 
cultivation in 1920-21. Out of the population of 
5,432,000, 42 per cent, live in the six principal cities. 
The area devoted to wheat was 9,000,000 acres, to 
oats 1,000,000 acres, and to sugar cane 115,000 
acres. There appears to be no probability of a 
marked increase in areas under cultivation in the 
near future, in spite of efforts of the Commonwealth 
and State Governments.

* * *
A writer on agriculture in the Sydney Mail says 

that when a bee colony gets low in stores, the de­
ficiency must be made up, either from other stores, 
or from an artificial supply, and recommends a 
sugar syrup for the purpose. To prepare this, two 
parts by weight, of white sugar (not brown, which 
causes dysentery) are stirred into one part of boiling 
water until the syrup is clear. This should be fed to 
the bees at a lukewarm temperature, inside the hive, 
and at dusk, so as to avoid excitement and probable 
robbing. For a normal colony about half a pint 
every 24 hours until the stores are built up, will be 
found sufficient.

* * * . _
Enquiries have been made in the United States
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as to the use of fertilisers in growing cotton. The 
replies included 13,000 cotton farms, and The 
A merican Fertiliser says that from the standpoint of 
actually finding out what fertilisers will do under 
unfavourable circumstances, the report is a com­
plete one, and that the data prove beyond all doubt 
that it pays to use fertilisers in the cotton industry 
and, further, that those farmers who had had the 
courage of their convictions and used fertilisers had 
been rewarded. No less than 80 per cent, of the 
replies were to the effect also that unfertilised cotton 
deteriorated more rapidly than the fertilised.

* * #
Horticus, in “ Memos from My Notebook,” in 

Nicko9 s9 discusses the question of the relation of the 
guava to the fruit fly. This tree, he says, although 
it is credited with harbouring the fly, has the merit 
of bearing a fruit which for jelly making purposes 
has few equals. As regards its cultivation in Aus­
tralia, he considers, with a bit of humouring, the 
guava can be made to bear its fruit when the fly is 
least active. For thirty or forty years, he goes on 
to say, the guava has been treated as an outlaw of 
the fruit family to be killed at sight, and advocates 
attention being paid to it in the way of cultivation 
and selection of varieties as 66 there is something in 
it.” * *

The May, 1882, number of the Hawaiian Planters9 
Monthly tells how the Lahaina cane came to 
Hawaii. It appears that in 1854 Captain Edwards, 
of the whaler, George Washington, took on 
board at Tahiti two varieties of cane, subsequently 
known as the “ Cuban 99 and 66 Lahaina,” for a 
planter at Kauai. The ship calling at Lahaina, the 
U.S. consul there annexed the canes, and planted 
them in his garden at Lahaina. Two or three years 
later cuttings of the “ Cuban ” cane were obtained 
from this source, and this is the cane now known as 
Kenikeni, a corruption of 66 Kinikini,” meaning 
“ very many.” When sugar making commenced 
in Lahaina, the “ Cuban,” or Keni-keni cane was 
the one grown, but the (t Lahaina,” which is 
really identical with the Bourbon, subsequently 
displaced it. X

W *7V 'TV

There are three descriptions of slag phosphate now 
on the market. These are, the original slag phos­
phate, derived from the Bessemer steel process, and 
the two varieties of “ open-hearth ” phosphates. 
The first of these contains phosphoric acid equiva­
lent to about 40 per cent, of tricalcium phosphate, of 
which 85 per cent, is soluble in a 2 per cent, solu­
tion of citric acid. The two “ open-hearth ” phos­
phates contain about equal proportions of phos­
phoric acid, equal to anything between 15 per cent, 
and 35 per cent, of tricalcium phosphate, but while 
the proportion of citric acid soluble phosphate in 
the one is about the same as in the Bessemer phos­
phate, in the other it is much less. Judging from 
an article by Sir E. J. Russell in the Journal of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, it is not yet clear that there 
is any difference in field results between slags of 
60 per Cent, to 80 per cent, solubility, but it does 
appear that the phosphoric acid in slag phosphates 
of considerably lower solubility is less effective.
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fairrie tales.
Direct Consumption Sugar Vindicated.

In December last and again in May, the Circular 
protested against damaging and untrue statements 
that were being made by Mr. Geoffrey Fairrie, of 
the firm of Fairrie & Co., Ltd., sugar refiners, of 
Liverpool, regarding direct consumption cane 
sugars. In the course of one of his exordiums he 
spoke of “certain yellow or brown sugars made in 
the tropics and sold here under various names, but 
collectively known as direct consumption sugars,” 
alleging that a scientific examination of high-grade 
direct consumption sugars which had “ recently 
been made” showed that the sugar, when dissolved, 
yielded a “muddy sediment,” etc., that it was 
“ obviously unclean,” and so on. Asked to supply 
sealed samples of the sugars reported upon, or to 
furnish the name of his eminent authority, Mr. 
Fairrie ignored the request, and eventually, when 
asked whether his remarks applied to West Indian 
crystallised and muscovado grocery sugars, he 
stated that “he did not have sugars from any par­
ticular source in his mind.” To this the obvious 
retort was that he must have been referring to 
sugars from all sources (including the West Indies) 
—or none.

Meanwhile it had become evident from similarity 
of wording that his “eminent authority” was the 
anonymous author of a “Report on the Direct Con­
sumption of Raw Sugar,” published by a firm of 
refiners in 1918, when a proposal was made to meet 
the sugar shortage by putting into direct consump­
tion raw refining sugars. For the purpose of his 
analysis, the author admittedly took his sample 
from a “ well-known refinery.”

It was thus made clear that Mr. Fairrie was ap­
plying to direct consumption cane sugar remarks 
made four years before by an anonymous pam­
phleteer regard raw refining sugars. As to the 
ethics of this the reader can be left to judge. Even­
tually an interview took place between the Secre­
tary of The West India Committee and Mr. Fairrie, 
at which this Liverpool refiner undertook to send a 
letter to the newspapers stating that in his earlier 
remarks he was not referring to any sugars other 
than refining raws. That was on May 23rd last, 
but though two months have elapsed, he has not 
yet redeemed his pledge. First his excuse was 
pressure of work (June 26th), then it was that he 
had been expecting to deliver a lecture, and again 
that he had only recently completed a list of editors 
to whom his letter was to be sent (June 28th). 
Finally another interview was suggested, and Mr. 
Fairrie said he hoped to be in town in a week or 
so (July 4th). Nothing more having been heard of 
him for over a month,*  he must not be surprised if 
judgment regarding his action goes by default, 
whilst his contemptible remark that the process of 
raw sugar manufacturing was carried out by natives, 
whose habits were not altogether unobjectionable 

*Since the above article was set up. Mr. Fairrie has 
written to the Secretary of The West India Committee, 
again suggesting an interview.

nor characterised by scrupulous cleanliness, which 
was obviously lifted from the eminent authority or 
anonymous pamphleteer, may be dismissed as 
characteristic of the misstatements of Mr. Fairne 
on the subject of direct consumption sugars.

Meanwhile the International Sugar Journal had 
taken up Mr. Fairrie’s challenge, and had demon­
strated that his damaging statements were abso­
lutely unfounded. Our contemporary put the 
matter to the test, submitting samples of Demerara, 
Jamaica, and Trinidad crystals to Messrs. J. J. 
Eastick & Co. for analysis. The results, which are 
published in the July issue of the Journal, make it 
clear that the total insoluble matter found in the 
West Indian yellow crystals was really very small, 
varying between 10 and 48 mgrms., or 0.01 and 0.05 
per cent., “making it difficult to understand how 
even a partisan like Mr. Fairrie could term such an 
amount a ‘ muddy sediment.’ A South African 
plantation white which was recently examined 
yielded on solution in water a liquor that was prac­
tically clear and colourless, and in appearance 
closely resembled the best refined.”

The Journal adds : “ In the manufacture of 
genuine yellow crystals it is well known that con­
siderable care is taken to eliminate insoluble im­
purities from the syrup before boiling to grain; 
while in the case of plantation whites a necessary 
condition is that the syrup going into the pan 
should be quite clear. In view of this, one would 
expect the insoluble matter in these direct con­
sumption sugars to be less than in raws, in the 
manufacture of which no special effort is taken to 
eliminate the impurity in question.”

The case for the refiners will not be helped by the 
broadcasting of such gross inaccuracies as those to 
which attention has been called.

COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.

The following appointments, transfers and pro­
motions, affecting the West Indies, have recently 
been made to the Colonial Civil Service by the 
Secretary of State :—

Mr. T. D. H. Bruce (Crown Solicitor, Fiji), Resi­
dent Magistrate, Jamaica.

Born in 1885, Mr. Bruce is a graduate of Brasenose 
College, Oxford. After being admitted a Solicitor in 
1911, he was two years later appointed Crown Solicitor 
of Fiji. Since returning from active service in 1919, 
he has acted as Deputy Commissioner of the Western 
Pacific and as Resident Commissioner of the Gilbert 
and Ellice Islands.

Mr. E. Edginton (Island Postmaster, Cyprus), 
Postmaster General, Trinidad.

Lieut. W. B. Heaton, Assistant Inspector of 
Mines, Trinidad.

Mr. R. G. M. Fell, Inspector of Ways and Works, 
Trinidad Railway, Trinidad.

Mr. R. C. Greenway, Assistant Science Master, 
Queen’s College, Trinidad.

Mr. R. G. Wright-Nooth, Superintendent, Public 
Works Department, Antigua, Leeward Islands.

Mr. R. Bonello, M.D., Medical Officer, Windward 
Islands
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THE CAMEROONS. ANOTHER FREAK PALM.
An Opportunity for Tropical Planters. Coco-nut Tree’s Strange Vitality.

The ex-enemy properties situated in the British 
sphere of the Cameroons are being offered for sale in 
London on October 11th and 12th of this year.

The British sphere of the former German Pro­
tectorate of Cameroons, which is to be administered 
by the Government of Nigeria under mandate from 
the League of Nations, consists of some 33,750 
square miles, carrying a population estimated at 
644,000. It is a narrow strip of land forming a 
wedge between the thickly populated Protectorate 
of Nigeria on the west and north, the French sphere 
of the mandated territory on the east, and the 
Atlantic Ocean forming the southern boundary.

Prior to 1914 the German Imperial 
policy in the Cameroons was to create 
within a few years a tropical possession 
to surpass in importance the British and 
Dutch East and West Indian Colonies, 
which have only attained their present 
condition of prosperity after centuries of 
experience. At the outbreak of war 
Germany had gone far towards the 
realisation of that ambition, and in the 
thickly - populated districts of the 
Cameroons trade in such indigenous pro­
ducts as palm oil, kernels and ground 
nuts expanded during recent years in 
the same way as it has done in the neigh­
bouring French and British Protec­
torates ; but this natural development 
was not considered sufficient, and the 
sparsity of population, coupled with 
good climate and exceptional fertility 
of soil in the Victoria Division, led the 
German Government to select that 
region for the establishment of organ­
ised plantations. European occupation 
of the land for planting purposes was 
encouraged. Government undertook the This 
supply of labour, a special Customs 
tariff was granted to planting com­
panies, and experts in tropical agriculture were 
appointed to give advice to individual planters and 
commercial firms who took up land.

It will be remembered that Professor Preuss, 
who was early appointed Chief Agricultural 
Adviser, and was also responsible for the laying out 
of the Victoria Botanical Gardens, spent some time 
in the West Indies studying planting systems and 
the political economy of those islands. In the island 
of Trinidad he was fortunate in having the advice 
and assistance of the late John Hinchley Hart, who 
did so much to advance our knowledge of tropical 
agriculture. The work of Professor Preuss and 
other German scientists in the development of the 
agricultural resources of the Cameroons followed 
very closely West Indian methods, and as one result 
the produce now exported from this former German 
Protectorate is, as regards quality, far in advance 
of the produce exported from other parts of West 
Africa. The German policy of European owner­
ship of land had the further beneficial result of 

(Concluded at foot of next column.)

The Circular is indebted to Mr. Robert S. Reid 
for a photograph of a freak coco-nut still more re­
markable than that depicted in its issue of June 
22nd. It is reproduced on this page. Mr. Reid, 
whose veracity is beyond question, states that the 
broken palm trunk shown lying on the bank of the 
King’s Bay River, in Tobago, was part of a coco­
nut palm growing on the opposite bank some 40 feet 
away, which was undermined by a flood and fell 
across the stream. Being an obstruction, it had to 
be cut as shown in the illustration, and the lower 
part of the trunk cleared away. The bud and 
branches kept on growing, minus the roots, and 

A Freak Coco-nut Palm in Tobago.
rootless trunk of a coco-nut palm [shows remarkable 

vitality, and has given birth to a new tree.

turned upwards as seen in the picture. Mr. Reid 
writes :—
“It is rather a marvel to see a coco-nut growing 

in this fashion, as one never hears of a smashed 
coco-nut tree growing a fresh ‘ head,’ even when 
the roots are undisturbed in the ground.”

(Continued from the preceding column.) 
teaching the African by example the advantages of 
systematic planting and intensive cultivation.

The cultivated plantation products to which chief 
attention has been directed are cacao, hevea rubber, 
cola, oil palms, coffee and tobacco. The banana 
industry, which was specialised in at Tiko, near 
Victoria, attracted the Germans, and the famous 
raider Moewe was one of two boats especially built 
for the fruit trade. The plantations are well 
equipped with European bungalows, labourers’ 
houses, hospitals and stores, also plant to deal with 
the various crops grown and narrow-gauge railways 
for transport. Electric power machinery and light 
is installed on several of the properties.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
Sale of Barbados Estates.

July lias followed June in the matter of favourable 
weather, the effects of which on the young crops is 
very marked. Cane-supplying has been carried out, 
says the Agricultural Reporter, at a minimum cost, 
whilst it is difficult in many places to tell second 
from first ratoons.—It is understood that Bush Hall 
and Kew estates have been sold to a syndicate.—At 
a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on July 6, 
Mr. H. G. B. Austin, M:C.P., presiding, it was de­
cided to write to the President of the Associated 
Chambers, stating that the impression left on their 
minds from the statement made by Mr. Wood was 
that the preferential undertaking was given for ten 
years, and that if it was taken away, the question arose 
whether Barbados ought to continue her preference 
to the Mother Country.—Mr. H. L. Johnson, Parochial 
Treasurer of St. Michael, successfully resisted an 
action brought before the Chief Justice by the Vestry 
to recover $793, alleged to be improperly paid out.— 
Dr. E. Walter Roberts has been appointed Senior Resi­
dent Surgeon of the General Hospital in the place 
of Dr. E. B. Skeete, who has resigned. Dr. C. M. 
Austin has been appointed Junior Resident 
Surgeon.—The death took place on June 23rd of Mr. 
C. F. Hoad, Second Officer of Customs. Mr. Hoad 
entered the Civil Service in 1886.

British Guiana's Irrigation Problem.
A Committee of the Council of the Chamber of Com­

merce have reported against the present system of 
storing oil in Water Street, Georgetown, owing to the 
risk of fire, recommending that the oil warehouses 
there be controlled by a Board consisting of Govern­
ment nominees and merchants interested, at the same 
time approving the site selected by the Government 
in Kingston.—In a letter to the Argosy of July 2nd, 
Rev. E. R. O. Robertson comments strongly on the 
Governor’s attitude regarding improved irrigation and 
drainage. Meanwhile an agitation is on foot to have 
His Excellency’s term of office extended in order that 
he may deal with this very question.—There has been 
a ’famine causing considerable distress among the 
Indians of -the Moruka district,- due-to abnormal 
weather conditions and the .failure of the. cassava 
crops.—Dr. E. H.* Gewand, -.Medigal Superintendent 
of the Leper Asylum, Mahaica, has retired from the 
Medical Service of the Colony, with,the intention, it is 
understood, of engaging in private practice.—Dr.F. L. 
Stevens, .who organised the College of Agriculture at 
Porto Rico, is at present in the Colony with the object 
of . obtaining specimens of fungi' and parasitical 
plants' for the University of Illinois;—Dissatisfied 
with the conduct of racing in the Colony, Dr. E. S. 
Massiah has advertised the sale of his racing stable.— 
By having a copy shipped by s.s. Arakaka, the Argosy 
was able to print Mr. Wood’s Report four days before 
copies were available for the Government and the rest 
of the Colony.—At a meeting of the British Guiana 
branch of the British Medical Association on July 7, 
vigorous criticism was raised by Drs. Rowland, 
Winckler, and Ozzard against the statement in the 
Report to the effect that the Medical Service of British 
Guiana did not appear to be fully alive to the import­
ance of adequate sanitary and health measures being 
energetically undertaken throughout the Colony, and 
it was unanimously decided to send to the parent 
association a strong protest to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of State.—To mark his retirement from the 
position of Senior Attorney of Sandbach, 
Tinne & Co., and of his departure from the Colony,
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Mr. Paul Cressall was the recipient of presentations 
from the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society 
and from the staff of his firm (as well as from many 
other bodies). Replying to Mr. Walcott, who read 
an address from the latter, Mr. Cressall recalled that 
his business connection with the Colony started 
when he came out as a cabin-boy in s.s. Sandbach 
44 years ago.—The Georgetown Town Council have 
been informed by the Government that the Governor 
will be prepared to recommend the raising of a Muni­
cipal Loan of $2,500,000 for carrying out certain road 
construction and sewerage schemes, provided that a 
special rate be levied to cover Sinking Fund and 
Interest charges, to be kept under Government control, 
that the Government have power to enforce punctual 
payment, that the Council’s estimates of expenditure 
be approved by either the Governor-in-Council, the 
Court of Policy or the Combined Court, and that the 
Government have the right to supervise the proper 
carrying out of the works undertaken. The Public 
Works Department is carrying out a series of impor­
tant experiments in road construction under the direc­
tion of Mr. H. S. Whittaker, with the object of finding 
a means of avoiding the heavy cost of maintenance 
of roads built of burnt earth.

Lime Measure Discrepancies in Dominica.
A writer in the Dominica Chronicle complains that 

the Government standard measure is not so large as 
the American fruit barrel used by the principal pur­
chasers of limes, the consequence being that growers 
who use a Government standard get less for their 
limes, some buyers paying one third less for the 
Government measure.—Mr. R. A. Erskine-Lindop has 
been appointed a Captain in the Dominica Defence 
Force. _______
Great Damage Caused by Fire in Jamaica.

There have been recently several serious fires in 
different parts of Jamaica. On July 21st damage esti­
mated at ^50,000 was done to Messrs. Fred L. Myers 
& Son’s sugar wharf by a blaze which started in a 
stack of creosoted piles belonging to the Government 
Railway. The cause of the fire has not been ascer­
tained. The loss is covered by insurance. The dis­
trict of Four Paths in Clarendon was the scene of a 
five-days fire which came to an end on July 12th, 
after devastating a large area of cane cultivation and 
burning a few small houses. Early accounts of the 
damage (some of which were telegraphed to the Eng­
lish Press) were greatly exaggerated, and the Gleaner 
of July 14th estimates the loss as not exceeding ^5,000 
(of which ^400 represented the value of the houses 
destroyed), and this was the amount voted by the 
Legislative Council towards the relief of the sufferers. 
Another disastrous conflagration broke out in Spanish 
Town on July 4th, when Mr. Gustav Boettcher’s dry 
goods store was completely destroyed, damage to the 
estimated extent of ^20,000 being done.—Mr. E- C. 
Buck, Consulting Engineer to the British Manufac­
turers’ Alliance, was in the island at the end of July 
with proposals for improved fire-fighting appliances 
in Kingston.

After a prolonged session of four and a half months, 
the Legislative Council adjourned on July 20th until 
November 21st. Consideration of a scheme to form a 
Labourers’ Grant-in-Aid Annuity Fund was postponed 
until the autumn session. An Export Duty (Spirits) 
Law was passed on July 19th. Explaining its pro­
visions, the Colonial Secretary said that a large export 
trade in liquor was developing in the island, and it 
was necessary to provide for the increased Customs
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work involved. The duties were fixed at £.6 6s. per 
puncheon or case containing not more than ioo gal­
lons. It was explained that on this measure being 
enacted, the recently passed Customs Regulation 
Amendment Law, which provided that whisky put 
into bond in Jamaica and then shipped elsewhere must 
pay the island duty, which would only be refunded on 
production of a certificate showing its arrival at its 
destination, and was characterised by elected mem­
bers as an endeavour to do America’s prohibition 
policing, would not be acted upon. The Council has 
unanimously extended the application of the preferen­
tial tariff to the Dominion of New Zealand and the 
colonies of Cyprus, Fiji, Bahamas, Barbados, British 
Guiana, British Honduras, Trinidad, the Leeward 
Islands, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Turks and 
Caicos, and the Cayman Islands, all of which give 
reciprocal advantages to Jamaica.—The principle of 
amalgamating Kingston and Lower St. Andrew has 
been adopted by the Council. The Amalgamation 
Bill proposes that the Mayor and Council, the King­
ston General Commissioners, and the Parochial Board 
of St. Andrew shall be dissolved, the functions of these 
bodies being vested in an official styled the Kingston 
and St. Andrew Commissioner, who shall hold. office 
until the election of a new body to be known as the 
Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation, consisting of 
Mayor, Councillors, and Aidermen.

A bill introduced by Mr. Lightbody on July 4th, 
aimed at lessening the competition from Chinese and 
other aliens in the Island was withdrawn by consent, 
the Governor stating that it was the intention of the 
Government not to allow the Chinese community to 
be enlarged by immigration.—A Bill to restrict in­
creases of House Rents was thrown out on July nth 
by 8 votes to 7.

An investigation was held on July 21st at the 
Marine Board into the circumstances attending the 
grounding of the s.s. Greenbrier on April 27th. The 
decision of the Board, which was presided over by 
Hon. R. Johnstone, was to suspend the pilot’s certifi­
cate for three months.—On July 19th, the drought, 
which had been seriously affecting agriculture, was 
broken in many places, but in others there were still 
no signs of rain.—Mr. G. P. Myers and Mr. Caleb 
Campbell were, on July 7th, elected chairman and 
vice-chairman respectively of the St. Andrew Paro­
chial Board.—Mr. Lionel de Mercado is President of 
a New Club, the Jamaica Gun Club, which has been 
formed with a view to acquiring exclusive shooting 
rights on some of the best available lands.—Mr. W. A. 
Baker has been appointed to succeed Mr. A. E. Young 
as Surveyor-General.—On July 22nd, Hon. F. C. 
Wells-Durrant, the Attorney-General, left New York 
to interview the principals of steamship and tourist 
agencies with regard to the publicity campaign which 
it has been decided to inaugurate. His plans in­
cluded the possibility of going on to Canada to get in 
touch with the Canadian Government and the C.P.R. 
in the same cause.-—Mr. Frank Cundall has been 
authorised by the Council to prepare a history of the 
part played by Jamaica -and Jamaicans in connection 
with the war.—A new society, the Jamaica Income- 
tax Payers Union, has been formed. Mr. R. P. 
Simonds, Mr. W. Wilson, Mr. L. Nunes, Mr. A,. W. 
Farquharson, Mr. Lionel de Mercado, Mr. P. Lindo, 
and General Moulton Barrett are amongst the mem­
bers of the Committee.

St. Vincent and Representative Government.
In a special Representative Government Edition, the 

Vincentian of July 15th states that as a result of Mr.

Wood’s Report, “the thin edge of the wedge of Self- 
Government has been driven into the political structure 
of the West Indies,” and appeals to its readers to show 
themselves worthy of the confidence which has been 
reposed in them as a people by the Home Govern­
ment.

Tobago’s Crops Short.

Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on July 13th, states that 
Major Wood’s Report created quite a flutter of excite­
ment amongst amateur politicians in the towns and 
large villages, but the peasant proprietors and field 
workers take little interest in the matter. A public 
meeting was to be arranged in Scarborough at which 
the opportunity of returning an elected member to 
the Trinidad Legislature under the proposed new 
Constitution was likely to be demanded. Much de­
pends on the franchise qualification, but difficulty in 
getting anyone to stand for election may result in the 
Governor having to nominate a representative for the 
Tobago Ward.—The Inspector-General of Constabulary 
has been visiting the Island to “swear in” the mem­
bers of the local Defence Force.—The weather con­
tinues favourable for the young cacao crop. Field 
work is not plentiful, and the P.W.D. have practi­
cally shut down on the score of economy. Although 
one or two estates have made average crops for the 
year ending 30th June, there is a general shortage of 
from 20 per cent, to 40 per cent, in the cacao output. 
This is due to the excessive rainfall in the last half 
of 1921, and the storms of September and October. 
Unfortunately the poor results financially are restrict­
ing all but the necessary cultivation, which may re­
strict the new crop to some extent. The same applies 
to coco-ntits, but the trees are hardy and the soil and 
climate good, and planters anticipate good crops. 
Planters, perforce, economise, but the heavy dead 
weight cost of transport is all out of proportion to the 
value of their produce.—The Clyde Line of steamers 
landed four steel badges at Scarborough to facilitate 
loading of cargo. When coco-nuts are saleable at 
better prices, some use will probably be made of them, 
but meantime copra pays better and always finds a 
ready market at Port of Spain.

Trinidad’s Civil Servants.
In accordance with a despatch recently received 

from the Secretary of State, the Government have 
called upon several members of the Civil Service to 
resign as from December 31st under the regulations 
regarding age limit. These include Hon. R. G. 
Bushe, C.M.G., Auditor-General, Hon. Denis Slyne, 
O.B.E., Receiver-General, Mr. C. P. Huggins, Magis­
trate of St. Andrew, and Mr. Sydney Smith, Assistant 
Inspector of Schools. It is understood, however, that 
certain of these resignations may not take effect pend­
ing the completion of various duties.—The Trinidad 
Guardian of July 19th predicts that the establishment 
of the Agricultural College will probably lead to an 
extension of cotton growing- in the Colony.—Mr. 
Leonard Child, M.C., who died on July 19th, was the 
son of Mr. Arthur Child, late Chief Justice of St. 
Lucia. He served with great distinction during the 
War in Salónica and Serbia.

The Governor has appointed a Committee to advise 
the Government as to the desirability of establishing 
an Agricultural Bank in the Colony. The Auditor- 
General is nominated as chairman, other members in­
cluding the manager of the Colonial Bank, Hon. A. H. 
Cipriani, M.B.E., Hon. E. M. Lazare, and Mr. A. V. 
Stollmeyer.
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OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.

The Red Book of the West Indies. Compiled and 
edited by Allister Macmillan, F.R.G.S. London, 
W. H. and L. Collingridge.

The demand for a work of this kind is shown 
by the fact that when it was first produced in 1909 
it ran into three editions. The present volume has 
been revised and much enlarged, incorporating, as 
it does, the results of the many important changes 
which have affected the West Indies in recent years. 
Historical, descriptive and commercial, the scope of 
the book is very wide. With his careful record of 
industrial development and potentialities, and his 
authoritative accounts, under the headings “ Com­
mercial Bridgetown,” “ Commercial San Fernando ” 
of the principal trading concerns in the larger 
colonies, Mr. Macmillan Iras written what almost 
amounts to a commercial handbook of the West In­
dies. It is perhaps inevitable, in view of the mass 
of detail presented, that one or two slips should 
creep in; thus we notice on page 350, that His Ex­
cellency the Governor of Barbados has not been cre­
dited with the honour of Knighthood which he re­
ceived in 1920. We suggest, too, that if in future 
editions of the book, our Central American Colony 
of British Honduras were to be included in its pur­
view, its.value as a work of reference would still 
further be increased. Mention must not be omitted 
of the excellent photographs with which the publica­
tion is profusely illustrated, adding greatly to its 
attractiveness.

Power Alcohol : Its Production and Utilisation. 
By G. W. Monier-Williams, O.B.E., M.C., M.A. 
Henry Froude and Hodder & Stoughton, Bedford 
Street, Strand. 323 pp. 21s. net.

This work, which is one of the Oxford Technical 
Publications, appears when apprehensions as to the 
scarcity of petrol and the consequent seekings after 
possible sources of alcohol to take its place have 
passed away. The question of the production of 
power alcohol is now one of the utilisation of by­
products, such as molasses, rather than of the use of 
first-hand products for the purpose. This, however, 
does not detract from the merits of the book, although 
it limits its sphere of usefulness.

The author, after giving a resume of the scientific 
position of the plant as a source of alcohol, deals with 
the production of alcohol from starches and sugars, 
and in the chapter on “The economics of alcohol pro­
duction from crops,” the results of recent investiga­
tions are summarised, while the production of alcohol 
from cellulose and materials such as sawdust and 
wood waste is dealt with in chapter v.

One of the most valuable features in the book is 
the part dealing with the principles of the internal 
combustion engine and the conditions of application 
of alcohol to it as a source of power. The chapter on 
Excise regulations also illuminates this darkly mys­
terious subject, and Mr. Monier-Williams explains 
lucidly how the home-produced power alcohol still re­
ceives preferential treatment to the extent of 8%d. per 
bulk gallon as compared with the Empire produced 
imported spirit.

As might be expected, the printing and general 
get up of the book is all that could be desired.

A Short History of British Expansion. By 
James A. Williamson. London, Macmillan & Co., 
1922. pp. 647.

For all its six hundred odd pages, this volume 

must still be called short, seeing, for anyone who 
traces the story of the Empire, how much there is to 
tell. Mr. Williamson interprets expansion in a 
liberal spirit, including not merely colonisation but 
also the movements that affected it—foreign trade, 
the rise and decline of economic theories, religious 
and secular incentives to emigration and changes 
which have taken place in the national outlook. For 
this reason he has had perforce to treat his subject in 
outline, and lest he should miss the wood for the 
trees has been content to tread the broad highways, 
leaving many fascinating avenues unexplored. The 
author’s method in dividing his narrative into five 
well-marked periods, and dealing separately with 
each, is eminently successful, enabling as it does the 
reader to determine the progress of any section of the 
Empire in relation to what was going forward at the 
same time in other parts of the world. Numerous 
authorities are quoted, but, perhaps owing to the vast 
mass of available material, Mr. Williamson seems 
mainly to rely on recent researches; it is curious in 
a work treating in part of the English in the West 
Indies, to find no mention, for instance, of Bryan 
Edwards of Schomburgk, or among living writers, 
of V. L. Oliver or Cundall.

As regards the discovery of the West Indies, Mr. 
Williamson presents, without endorsing, a recent 
revolutionary theory to the effect that so far from 
Columbus really setting out for Cathay by a Western 
route, his intentions were based on the secret know­
ledge imparted to him by an unknown pilot, who, 
overtaken by a tempest whilst making a trading 
voyage, had been blown far across the Atlantic and 
landed on an unknown shore on the other side, re­
turning after incredible privations and finally dying 
penniless in Columbus’ house after revealing his 
secret to his benefactor. According to this version, 
several years afterwards some person, probably 
Bartholomew Columbus, forged the Toscanelli map 
and correspondence in order to give the lie to the 
story—then widely current—of the unknown pilot 
and the accidental nature of the discovery.

It is common knowledge that at a later period the 
West Indies were regarded as the most important of 
all the English possessions, and in this connection 
the author suggests that if a statesman of Charles II.’s 
reign had been asked to appraise the various Colonies 
in the order of their value to the nation, he would 
have placed Barbados first, followed by Newfound­
land, Jamaica and the Leeward Islands; after them, 
Virginia and Maryland; then the Middle Colonies and 
the Carolinas, and last of all, New England. Mr 
Williamson is also impressed by the fact that whilst 
the Dominions during the last century have received 
greater power and wider responsibility, the tendency 
in the West Indies has been in the direction of in­
creased dependence upon the Mother Country’.

The story of British expansion is necessarily not 
a finished one, since the Empire itself is, let us 
hope, still in its heyday, and the outcome is for the 
future to reveal.

Marconi International Directory of Cable Ad­
dresses, Buyers’ and Exporters’ Guide.— First 
edition; 13 in. by 9^ in. London: The Marconi 
International Code Co., Ltd. Price 25s.

The main object of this directory is to develop inter­
national trade by bringing together willing sellers and 
willing buyers of all countries, and to provide them 
with instantly accessible information intelligible to 
persons of any nationality. It contains the names of
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over 40,000 of the principal firms of the world together 
with their postal and cable addresses and nature of 
business; a cable address arranged alphabetically; and 
a classified trades section, and covers over 1,000 pages.

The mass of information contained in the Directory 
is exceedingly well arranged, and every progressive 
merchant should secure a copy. By arrangement with 
the Marconi International Code Co., Ltd., members 
of The West India Committee may order their copies 
from 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.

A SOCIAL WELFARE LEAGUE.

With Mrs. Bannister as president, and an influen­
tial central council, the Barbados Women’s Social 
Welfare League is actively carrying out the objects 
for which it was formed by Lady O’Brien (now its 
patroness) last year, namely, the advancement of 
the moral, mental, and physical welfare of all 
classes of the community, the promotion of 
the Venereal Disease Clinic and the provision of 
amusements as a counter-attraction to the streets. 
The league has representatives or branches in 
every parish, and affiliated to it are the Civic 
Circle, the Baby Welfare League, the Mother’s 
Union, the G.F.S. Girl Guides, and the Girls’ In­
dustrial Union. Under the auspices of this useful 
institution a Venereal Disease Clinic has been suc­
cessfully started, towards the cost of which Mrs. 
Fellowes collected in England £175, including £20 
from Lord Harewood, the President of The West 
India Committee. To March last, 225 cases were 
treated, and it is satisfactory to learn that attend­
ance of patients is becoming more regular and 
continued.

It would be impossible to commend too highly 
the work of the ladies of the Barbados 
Women’s Social Welfare League, who are un­
selfishly devoting so much time and energy to the 
betterment of the people among whom they live. 
It may be added that the subscription for member­
ship is a modest 1/- per annum.

SOME COMPANY NOTES.

Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates, Ltd.

At an extraordinary general meeting, held on July 5th, 
a resolution for the voluntary winding up of this company 
was unanimously passed. The chairman, Mr. A. S. Collard, 
said that the total debit balance at the end of last year was 
£27,816, and that the company’s bankers, to whom they 
owed a large overdraft, had refused further advances. The 
position was that, unless the company were placed in volun­
tary liquidation, its creditors would foreclose^ and the pro­
perty would be realised without any regard to the interests 
of the shareholders.

Mr. A. F. White, a former manager of the company in 
British Guiana, was appointed to act as joint liquidator with 
Major A. P. Stockings.

A new series of experiments is now being made 
by the Empire Motor Fuels Committee with a view 
to investigating the effect of ether with alcohol, and 
the influence of alcohol when mixed with petrol, 
benzol, paraffin, and the like.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The views expressed by correspondents under this head­
ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committef 
Circular.

The Vagaries of the Weather.

Sir,—Last year I wrote you stating that I believed 
that there is an interconnection between the Northern 
summer and the West Indian wet season, and I went 
on to suggest that if records were kept with a view to 
ascertaining what sequence of weather as regards 
temperature and rainfall at this end resulted in good 
rams over British Guiana and the West Indian 
Islands, that it might be found possible to forecast 
the character of the coming wet season in the West 
Indies in any given year from the character of the 
Northern weather during the months preceding it.*

Thanks to the help of friends in London and in the 
West Indies I was able in 1921 to keep records of the 
weather here, and to compare the two weather sys­
tems. One year’s records are not enough to deter­
mine if forecasting is possible, but they strengthened 
my belief that there is an interconnection between the 
two weather systems. In writing last year I laid 
great emphasis on temperature, but the result of my 
work in 1921 was to show that humidity must also be 
taken into consideration. Last year drought pre­
vailed not only in the United Kingdom and Ireland 
but throughout Europe generally. There were local­
ities which were favoured with a better rainfall and 
localities which were specially hard hit, and these con­
ditions were reproduced in the West Indies. Again 
rainfall has been over the average for the first four 
months of this year and in Barbados (an island of 
smooth and rounded contours the general land mass 
of which stands at no great height above the sea 
level) what are known as the planting showers were 
more abundant and the young crop was easily esta­
blished and is looking well. Last year’s conditions 
were just the reverse and the young crop was not 
established until late. This is especially interesting 
as it shows that the humidity of the Northern air 
supplies from which the North-east Trade draws 
affect not only the amount of the precipitation during 
the regular wet season, but even the amount of rain 
which comes from the occasional light showers that 
fall at other times during the year. In the West 
Indies the governing factor which determines how 
much rain will result from the passage over a place of 
a moisture-bearing current appears to be elevation 
above sea level. A most interesting example of this 
occurred at the time of the hurricane last year. The 
storm passed South of Barbados, St. Vincent and St. 
Lucia. The indraught to the storm when passing 
over Barbados produced an average rainfall of just 
over % inch. Barbados, as I have said above, stands 
at no great elevation above sea level. In St. Vincent 
and St. Lucia, in both of which islands the general 
land mass is much higher than in Barbados, the rain­
fall was much greater.

From my observations during the year it seems 
likely that if I am successful in showing that a fairly 
reliable forecast can be made of the character of the 
wet season year by year, each colony taking the 
matter up will have to work out its own forecast, both 
on account of differences in elevation above sea level, 
and because they are situated at varying distances 
from the equator. The matter of distance from the 
equator obviously determines the date on which the 

*The West India Committee Circular No. 588, 1921, 
page 157.
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wet season starts, since the equatorial belt moving 
from South to North must reach the Colonies nearest 
the equator first. But this matter of position may 
have more important consequences. Last year when 
the majority of the West Indian Islands suffered from 
a shortage of rainfall, some very severely, Trinidad 
had a fair amount of rain. British Guiana had good 
rains in the early part of the year, which closed with 
very heavy wet weather. That these two colonies 
had no shortage of rain was obviously due to their 
position. The year 1921 opened warm at this end, so 
much so, that spring last year began early instead 
of late as happened this year. The effect of this was 
to start the belt of calm moving northward earlier 
than usual and the wet season in Demerara and Trini­
dad started early. During the latter part of the year 
there were cold spells here, but these were not pro­
longed enough to interfere with the normal move­
ment of the belt over those two colonies although they 
may have interrupted the smooth sweep of the belt 
northward; and so owing to their position British 
Guiana and Trinidad escaped the drought conditions 
that places further away from the equator were sub­
jected to.

There were other matters which I was able to note 
from keeping records in 1921, but I must not trespass 
further on your space.

Faithfully yours,
Fred C. S. Bascom.

Plantation White Sugar.
Sir,—With reference to the letter from Mr. Claude 

Hillary on the above subject in your last issue, the 
following appear to me to be cogent reasons for the 
British West Indian sugar planters substituting the 
manufacture of plantation white sugar for that of 
96 degrees refining crystals.

1. They could make it, as shown by the excellent 
white sugar made at Caroni in Trinidad and Caym- 
anas in Jamaica.

2. The c.i.f. value of Preferential plantation white 
sugar is not less than £6 in excess of that of Prefer­
ential 96s., when the refiner only takes 5s. of the pre­
ference value in dealing with the latter. The more of 
the preference the refiner succeeds in obtaining over 
this figure, the more is the excess of value in favour 
of plantation white sugar.

3. Of the above £6, between £3 10s. and £4, at a 
very conservative estimate, is net profit, interest on 
investment in additional machinery, depreciation, 
extra cost of manufacture and loss from higher polari­
sation of the sugar, being allowed for on a liberal 
scale.

4. The sugar consumption of the United Kingdom is 
rapidly approaching 1,750,000 tons per annum, of 
which it is evident that the refineries cannot supply 
more than 1,000,000 tons. There is thus room for all 
the white plantation sugar that Mauritius, the British 
West Indies and Natal can supply without entering 
into competition with the home refiner. But even if 
there were competition, preferential white plantation 
sugars would be in a favourable position for it, on 
account of the lower cost of production.

5. The rapid increase of consumption in the United 
States is crippling the power of export of the re­
finers of that country : and supplies are likely to be 
less available in the future from that source than of 
late, and the same may be said of Continental sugar 
from a similar cause. But, in any case, these sugars 
are non-preferential, and therefore at a disadvantage 
of £4 5s. per ton as compared with British plantation 
white sugar.

6. In the event of the lapse of the preference due 
to the abolition of the sugar tax or to other causes 
the West Indian Planter making white sugar would 
certainly not be in a worse position than if he were 
making 96 degrees sugar. Indeed he would be in some 
respects in a far better position, inasmuch as the extra 
value of his sugar would be greater in proportion to 
the extra cost 'than the extra value of the refiner s 
product to the cost of refining.

I am. Sir, etc.
Frederic I. Scard.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

The Houses of Parliament adjourned for the 
Autumn Recess on August 4th until November 
14th.
Gold Coast Cacao*

Mr. Churchill informed Dr. Murray on July 17th 
that he was considering whether the financial position 
of the Gold Coast justified any reduction in the ex­
port duty, which, he added, had not prevented a 
continuous increase in the quantity of cacao shipped.

The Empire’s Cotton Crop.
Sir Philip Lloyd-Graeme informed Mr. Hannon on 

the 4th August that the most reliable estimates of the 
world’s cotton crop indicated that approximately 17 
per cent, of the total would be grown in the British 
Empire, including nearly 164 per cent, grown in India.

Price of Palm Kernels.
Mr. Churchill informed Dr. Murray on the 25th July 

that the average price of palm kernels at Lagos (in 
May) was about £11 per ton, the export duty being 
£2 a ton. In reply to Mr. Myers, Mr. Churchill stated 
that cacao was produced on a considerable scale in the 
British sphere of the Cameroons, which imposed an 
export duty of £2 6s. 8d. on this product as in 
Nigeria.

Crown Agents’ Contracts.
Mr. Wood informed Mr. Lyle, on the 2nd August, 

that it was the practice of the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies to ensure, as far as possible, that all require­
ments of the Crown Colonies were placed with manu­
facturers in this country. During the last year only 
two small contracts for manufactured goods had been 
placed outside the United Kingdom, namely : Dump 
cars for the Harbour Works, Gold Coast, value 
£11,227, ordered from a Canadian firm, and Neosal- 
varsan for Ceylon, value £7,687, ordered from 
Germany.

The Belize Water Supply.
Mr. Hannon asked the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies, on the 2nd August, whether His Majesty’s 
Government would consent to guarantee the loan to 
Belize, British Honduras, for providing an adequate 
water supply for the city on the condition that the 
materials were purchased in the United Kingdom, 
especially in view of the rival offers put forward by 
American firms. Mr. Wood replied that the question 
of the provision -of an adequate water supply for 
Belize was receiving consideration. Assistance under 
the Trade Facilities Act would be likely to raise ques­
tions of the control of the finances of the Colony, 
and such control in British Honduras rested with the 
unofficial majority of the Legislative Council.
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. VISITORS

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

bailings to Bermuda and Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in 
R.M.8. Coronado, July 29th :—

BERMUDA.
H.E. Lieut.-General Sir 
John Asser, K.C.M.G., 

K.C.V.O., C.B.
Lady Asser 
Miss M. Asser 
Capt. E. R. Chanter 
MissL. Farley 
Mrs. M. Feldwick 
The Misses Feldwick (3) 
Mr. W. T. Foxlee

Mrs. K. Gunn & Son 
Miss D. F. Hammond 
Miss E. H. Harrington 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. J. W.

W. Houghton 
Miss A. M. Heney 
Mr. T. Mann 
Capt. C. H. Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E.

Nicholl

KINGSTON.

Miss B. Missen 
Mr. H. G. L. Onions 
Mrs. AL H. S. Philip 
Miss N. AL Pye 
Mr. H. V. Silk 
Major & Mrs. C. E.

Sykes-Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Winter

Mr. W. T. Connolly 
Mrs. R. M. Hall

Mr. G. S. Macintosh 
Miss B. W. R.

McCrindle

Mrs. & Miss Martin. 
Mrs. E. Ross

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Greenbrier, Liverpool, 
August 6th.
Mr. & Mis. W.P. Adam 
Mr. Sidney Alberza 
The Misses Arrett

Mr. D. D. Callaghan
Mr. W. Cowper 
Mr. Trevor Lyons

Miss F. M. Small 
Mr. R. E. Wyman

Home arrivals 
August 6th:— 
Mr. & Mrs. Cargill 
Miss Cargill 
Sir Anthony Coll 
Mr. & Mrs. Doubleday 
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis 
Mr. F. Gandy 
Mr. P. Geringer 
Miss K. Howsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Heywood

from Jamaica, in s.s. Camita, Avonmouth,

Mrs. & Miss Isaacs 
Mr. A. Jaderholm 
Mrs E. Levin 
Mr. Mackay 
Mrs. AI. Manton 
Mr. & Mrs. Milligan 
Mr. F. Moving 
Air. J. Morrison 
Lieut. J. H. Owen

Mrs. L. Ower
Mr. Pringle
Mr. & Mrs. Ronaldson
Mr. V. Rudoli
Miss M. Shields
Lt.-Cdmr. Swanson 
Hon. & Mrs. W. A. S.

Vickers
Mr. & Mrs. Wightman

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West 

August 11th :—
Indies, from London,

Mrs. Archer
Mr. Stanley Cox
Col. & Mrs. Davidson-

Houston

Mr. V. Forbes-Todd 
Miss AI. Huggins 
Miss A. Rice

in s.s. Settler,

Mr. & Mrs. A. C. 
Thomas

The Misses Thomas (2)

Royal Netherlands West

Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. 
July 29th:—

Indian Mail.

Van Rensselaer,

Mr. L. G. Alston 
Hon. J. P. Auld, AI.I.C.E. 
Mr. F. C. Archer 
Mr. Robert Arthur 
Airs. A. Bagot 
Dr. R. Wellesley Bailey 
Mr. James B!ack 
Capt. W. Bowring, AI.B.E. 
Mr. A. C. Brazao 
Mr. A. J. Brooks 
Mr. G. G. Brown 
Mr. James Brown 
Hon. P. N. Browne, K.C. 
Mr. R. Bryson 
Mr. H. Gordon Burr 
MissE- Burton 
Mr. M. P. Camacho 
Mr. E. H. Canning 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens, V.D. 
His Honour C. F. Condell . 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, B.A., M.B. 
Air. F. A. Corea 
Mr. R. P. Daggett 
Mr. AI. D'Andrade 
Mr. & Mrs. Ivor C. Daniels 
Air. A. Cory Davies 
Air. J. de Freitas 
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas 
Hon. H. de Minville 
Mr. K. McM. de Roux 
Mr. G. P. Dewar 
Mr. F. J. Evans 
Mr. H. A. Evelyn 
Air. T. P. Evelyn 
Air. W. H. Farquharson 
Hon. H. Ferguson 
Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc., 
Mr. J. K. French 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Mr. F. F. C. Gill 
Mr. E. P. Gladwin 
Mr. J. Gonsalves 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Air. P.Lechmere Guppy 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Air. A. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn 
Mr. V. Hanschell 
Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.AI.G. 
Air. S. M. Haughton-James 
Mr. L. AT. Hobson 
Mr. F. W. Hopkinson 
Mr. G. F. Huggins. O.B.E. 
Air. W, P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L. Humphrys 
Mr. J. Al. Ironside 
Capt. Thomäs H. Irving 
Mr. L. A. Isaacs
His Hon. Mr.Justice E. C. Jackman

FROM OVERSEAS.
Mr. S. M. Jacobsen 
Mr. E. B. Jarvis, C.M.G. 
Mr. H. I. Jeffers 
Mr. Archibald Johnston 
Hon. W. G. Kay 
Capt. O. H. Keeling 
Mr. J. F. L. Lamport 
Mr. A. Laurie 
Air. Dudley Leacock 
Mr. L, J. Lee 
Mr. A. Levitt 
Mr. C. Hope Levy 
Mr. K. S. Longley 
Mr- A. AI. Low 
Hon. J. Challenor Lynch 
Mr. L. Lywood 
Air. John Macdonald 
Air. William Aiackay 
Mr. M. P. Alai Hard
Hou. Harcourt Malcolm. O.B.E..
Mr. Samuel Manning [K-C- 
Mr. E- S. Mason 
Dr. H. Gray Massiah 
M . G. C. Maj’ 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
Mr. J. C. McLelland 
Mr. W. McMillan 
Mr. J. Morison 
Hon. W, Morrison 
Mr. R. Nicol
H.E. Lt.-Col. Sir Charles O’Brien, 
Mr. T. W. O’Neal EK.C.AI.G. 
Mr. L. A. P. O’Reilly, K.C. 
Hon. J. H. Phillipps 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Mr. V. A. Pires 
Hon. J. Stanley Rae 
Hon. E. A. Robinson 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. G. T. Rock 
Mr. L- A. Ryan 
Mf. W. Sanderson 
Mr. L- H. Schoener Scott 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Hon. A. P. Sherlock 
Mr. W, M. B. Shields 
Hon. R. P. Simmonds 
Dr. E. M. Skeete 
Mr. M. Howard Smith 
Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart 
Rev. W. R. Symons 
Dr. H. A. Tempany 
Mr. L. A. Torrance
The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Hon. W. A. S. Vickers 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C.
Air. Hugh F. Wildy 
Mr. F. Williams 
Hon. S. Wolffsohn 
Mn W. Harold Wright 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood 
Mr. H. Graham Yearwood

Mr. & Mrs. R. Bonello 
Mr. & Mrs. S. E.

Branker & family 
Mr. H. P. Clegham 
Mr. C. E. Clements 
Mrs. M. de la Duke 
Rev.Canon W.S. Doorly 
Miss K. D. Doorly 
Mr. D. L. A. Ducaro

Mr. G. L. W. Fleming 
Mrs. & Miss Golding 
Air.,Mrs. & Aliss Gibson 
Air. S. D. McClean 
Air. T. McLaren 
Afiss V. E. Nye 
Air. L. AL Ommanney 
Air. M. A. Ravenor 
Mr. G. Robinson

Air. V. H. Robinson
Mi. & Airs. W. E. Ross
Mr. C. F Smith
Aliss A. Taitt
Air. L. Ventress
Air. J. C. L. Verley
.Mr. J. Waldie
Aliss B. E. Wood

Mr. Henry H. Baird, c/o Messrs. Thom & Cameron, 93, Cheapside Street, 
Mr. John M. Fleming, The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent. [Glasgow.

Div.
4 %

3à %
4 %
3 %

5à %

Sailings to West 
August 12th:—
Air. & Airs. J. Acham 
The Alisses Acham (2) 
Mr. P. Acham-Chem 
Mr. & .Mrs. H. Box 
Mrs. & Aliss A. J.

Croome 
Airs. J. Dalton

Indies, from Dover, in s.s. Crynssen,

Air. J. Davey
Air. L. J. Graf
Air. & Airs- W. Heaton

& child
Aliss G. Julien
Air. & Airs. J. Pendrich 
The Alisses Sedgwick (2)

Airs. & Aliss Sharpe
Mr. J. Simpson
Air. A. G. Stuart
Air. A. E. Thompson
Air. H.D. Weatherhead 
Air. & Mrs. G. R.

Wight

4 %
4 %

3è %
3 %

3 %

8 %

8 %

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
Plymouth, August 1st:—

in s.s. Oranje Nassau,
6 %

Aliss AI. Bailey 
Air. J. AI. Beveridge 
Mr. C. Bolton 
Mr. J. Brewster 
Mr. E. H. Brocksopp 
Mrs. I. Carrington 
Mr. H. W. Everington 
Air. W. Ferns 
Mr. A. Fisher 
The Misses Green (2) 
Mr. W. J. Gill 
Mr. F. Gill 
Mr. AI. Gomes

Airs. V. Haydon 
Air. B. Haydon 
Dr. C. J. Hicks 
Airs. A. Hortrop 
Air. W. Johnson 
Mr. D. Krag 
Air. P. Laurie 
Air. A. Levitt 
Mr. R. Macgilp 
Air. W. Aiackay 
Mr. J. McCarthy 
Mr. W. McFarlane

Mr. & Airs. J.
AIcLelland & family 

Mr. N. McPride 
Air. J. A. Parillon 
Mr. L. Riddick 
Mr. D. Robertson 
Air. A. Russ 
Airs. E. Sharp 
Aliss P. Sharp 
Alaster C. Sharp 
Air. AI. Sweenoy 
Air. K. H. Williams

5%

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
I Antigua 

Barbados 
British Guiana 

; British Guiana 
I British Guiana 
I Grenada 
I Jamaica 
i Jamaica 
| Jamaica 
I St. Lucia 
i Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44 ... 
3$ % ,, .. 1925-42 ...
4 % -,U .. 1935 ...
3 % ,, 1923-45 ...
5) % „ 1922 ...
4 % ,, ,, 1917-42 ...
4 % ,, ,, 1934 ...
3à % .. ,, 1919-49 ...
3 % .. ,, 1922-44 ...
4 % , ,, 1919-44 ...
4 % ,, ., 1917-42 ...
3 % ,, ,, 1922-44 ...

The Colonial

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

| Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures 
Consolidated Rubber and Balata Estates Pref.

I St. Madeleine Sugar................................................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ..............

I Petroleum Options, Ltd., 10/- ..........................
I Trinidad Central Oilfields .. .. ..............
| Trinidad Dominion Oil, Ltd., 10/- .............
i Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.. (£1) -. .............
: United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.
I General Petroleum of Trinidad ... ..............

Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad ...

Direct West India Cable Co. ..............
W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., Ordinary ...............
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd., 5% Debentures •-

Latest 
prices.
82-84
74-76
87-89
61-63 
104
82-84
89-91
77-79
70-72
79-81
85-87
68-70

6-6^

86-91

103-108
1 3

40/-

7d. 
20,6 
9/3 
5ÌOs 
8/-

H-ll 
i-ià 

75-83
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.

Telephone—
Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib. London.' w

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.
Aug. 15th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 
EXCHANGE.

Aug. 1st 
£ s.d.

3 per cent, as from July 18th.

In U.S.A. . 
France

.. Belgium 
Italy

18
2 3
2 7
3 16

34 
6
7
9

Value of
Aug. 15th 

£ s. d.
18

2 3
2 6
3 1

4 
10
2
8

the £ Sterling.

In Spain ...
.. Germany
.. Austria
.. Holland

Aug. 1st Aug. 15th
* £ s. d.£ s. d-

1 2 9
1418 0 0
8333 0 0

18 10à

1 2 9
1784 0 0
Nominal 

19 0

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 9d.
SUGAR. The New York Market was fairly strong at the 

beginning of the fortnight, prices of Cubans advancing from 
5.36c., duty paid, to 5.42c. At this point buyers held 
aloof, and the market weakened, but on the 11th a firmer 
tone prevailed, buyers re-entering the market, and sales of 
Cubans being effected at 5.36c. Sellers then advanced their 
prices to 3.87c. c.i.f., as against the buyers’ 3.62c. c.i.f., 
sales yesterday being effected at 5.36c. duty paid, equal to 
3.60c. f.o.b., or 3.75c. c.i.f.

Future market quotations were : September 3.66c.; Decem­
ber 3.79c.; March 3.62c.

Refiners have again advanced their prices in the Home 
Market during the fortnight, and the values of all kinds are 
consequently higher than at the date of last Summary. 
Quotations yesterday were: London Cranulated, 52/9, as 
against 51/9; American Granulated, spot, 51/6, as against 
51/-; Yellow Crystals. 47/3, as against 46/3; West Indian 
Crystallised, 44/6 to 47/3, as against 43/- to 46/- ; White 
Mauritius 49/3, as against 49/-; White Trinidad 50/9, as 
against 49/-. Foreign 96 deg. were quoted at 19/6 c.i.f., 
as against 19/3, with sales of Preferentials at 22/- c.i.f.

Terminal Market values were: 96 deg. September 19/6; 
White, September 23/-; December 22/2|.

In the Permanent Tariff Bill before the United States 
Senate, an amendment to the sugar duties has been 'passed 
increasing the Customs duty to an extent that will bring the 
full duty on 96 deg. to 2.30c., making that on Cuban 1.84c. 
This decision, however, is not final. A sugar trust with the 
object of controlling and re-developing the entire sugar in­
dustry of Soviet Russia has been formed, with its seat at 
Moscow. According to the Louisiana Planter, the trust 
will be managed by a committee of three, of which the 
chairman will be appointed by the Minister of Agriculture, 
the other two members being immediately connected with 
sugar. Russia has now only 235 sugar factories left, of which 
87 will operate for the coming crop.

The Board of Trade Returns for July show that 153,500 
tons of sugar were taken out of bond during the month, 
bringing the consumption for the seven months of the year 
up to 938,135 tons, as against 814,836 tons for the correspond­
ing period of last year, or at the rate of 1,608,228 tons per 
annum, as against 1,396,860 tons per annum. Out of the 
month’s 153,500 tons, only 85,058 tons came from the home 
refineries, bringing their contribution towards the public 
supply to 552,242 tons for the seven months, or slightly under 
59%, as against 58.5% for the corresponding period of last 
year.

The imports for the month totalled 175,485 tons, made up 
of 60,595 tons of refined, and 114,890 tons of unrefined. 
Europe accounted for 2,525 tons of the refined and the United 
States 46,575 tons. In the unrefined category, 78,371 tons 
came from Cuba, 14,500 tons from the British West Indies 
and British Guiana, and 6,514 tons from Mauritius, the 
balance being made up of 2,358 tons from Peru, 7,737 tons 
from Brazil, 0.5 ton from British India, and 5,409 tons from 
other countries not in Europe. There have been imported 
for the seven months 1,214,283 tons, 321,618 tons of refined 
and 892,665 tons of unrefined. Europe has contributed dur­
ing this period 43,355 tons, the United States 220,687 tons.

Cuba 572,865 tons, Mauritius 97,835 tons, and the British 
West Indies 82,196 tons. The Cuban supply has thus been 
47% of the whole directly, and 18% indirectly, in the form 
of American granulated, in all 65%, while that of the British 
Colonies has been slightly under 15%. The stocks on hand 
on July 31st were 346,900 tons, consisting of 43,100 tons ot 
home refined, 39,500 tons of imported refined, and 264,300 
tons of unrefined. These figures compare with stocks on hand 
on June 30th of 364,250 tons, consisting of 44,300 tons of home 
refined, 41,750 tons foreign refined, and 278,200 tons of 
unrefined. .

During the six months ending June 30th, 3,i62 tons of 
home-made beet sugar went into consumption.

RUM. There is absolutely no demand either for Jamaica 
or proof kinds.

Imports for the month amounted to 63,526 proof gallons, 
and the quantity which went into consumption, to 80,507 
o-allons. The seven months' figures are 1,288,712 gallons and 
790,219 gallons respectively, as against 3,385,458 gallons, and 
1,046,210 gallons for the corresponding period of last year. 
The month’s exports were 22,039 proof gallons, making 
287 668 gallons for the seven months, as against 104,031 
gallons for January-July, 1921. The stocks on hand on July 
31st were 11,087,000 gallons, as against 11,188,000 gallons on 
June 30th.

CACAO generally has remained very quiet. Small spot 
sales of fine Grenada have been made at 57/- to 58/-. Fine 
estates Trinidad is quoted at 73/- to 75/-, with small sales 
reported at the lower figure. There is nothing doing in 
export. i j • t i c

There were 80,216 cwts. of cacao imported during July, ot 
which 14,099 cwts. came from the British West Indies. The 
quantity taken out of bond for consumption was 82,232 cwts. 
The total imports for the seven months have been 968,142 
cwts., of which 94,949 cwts. were British West Indian, and 
the consumption 575,481 cwts. The latter compares with a 
consumption of 516,838 cwts. for the corresponding period 
of last year. The exports for the month amounted to 20,637 
cwts., bringing the total for the seven months to 232,085 
cwts.’ The stocks on hand on July 31st amounted to 848,000 
cwts., as compared with 859,000 cwts on June 30th.

ARROWROOT. The market is bare of common kinds, 
and as recent arrivals are not yet available, low to good 
manufacturing kinds command an advance of fully |d. on 
last prices.

BALATA. West Indian sheet remains firm, but quiet.
Value 3/3 spot, forward 3/2 c.i.f.

BAY OIL continues neglected.
COFFEE The market has remained closed since the 1st 

inst., and re-opened to-day. Jamaica good to fine ordinary 
is nominally unchanged at 65/- to 70/-.

COPRA is steady, with very little doing. West Indian 
f.m.s. is valued at £25 15s.' to £26, c.i.f. London or 
Rotterdam.

HONEY. Since the last auctions—reported in last Sum- 
mary—there has been hardly any demand privately. Values 
remain nominally unchanged.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is weak, 
with no sales reported. Distilled is steady, with sales at 
2/- per lb. Lime Juice. Arrivals of new season’s Raw 
are meeting a dull market, with no sales reported. Concen­
trated is lower, with fair business at £17 10s.

LOGWOOD is quiet, with a very small business passing.
Nominal value unchanged at £8 10s. per ton.

ORANGE OIL. The market for Sweet is quiet, with 
no change in values. Bitter is neglected.

RUBBER is only in moderate request, with a fair inquiry 
from America. Crepe and sheet are quoted at 7fd. spot.

SPICES. Small spot sales of Pimento have been made 
at 2d. per lb., but the market is quiet. There is a very 
quiet demand for Jamaica Ginger which is valued 
nominally at 175 - to 215/- spot for small to fine bold bright. 
Nutmegs and Mace are unchanged.
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The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone : 
Central 6642.

Telegrams :
Carib, London.

15, Seething Lane, 
London, jE.C. 3.

August 29th, 1922

Membership of The IFesi India Committee is, by the 
Royal Charter of Incorporation, confined to British subjects. 
Any members of The West India Committee may propose or 
second candidates for election. There is at present no en­
trance fee. The Secretary will gladly send specimen copies 
of The West India Committee Circular to any friends of 
members on application. The minimum subscription is 
£1 Is., or $5 per annum, and the compounding subscrip­
tion for life membership for individuals is £10 10s. ($50.40).

WHY NOT “DRIFTERS”?

FROM the letter to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, published in our last issue, it 
will be noted that The West India Com­

mittee has called attention to the need of restoring 
Dominica’s coastal steamship service. In every 
West Indian colony coastal steamer communication 
is now far worse than it was immediately before the 
war. On the grounds of economy coastal services 
have been suspended, and, generally speaking, the 
facilities for handling coastwise traffic are little 
better than they were a hundred years ago, before 
coasting steamers were sent out to the West Indies 
to link up the capitals of various islands with the 
outports. The efficient coastal steamer services 
enjoyed by Dominica, Grenada, St. Lucia and 
Jamaica are no more, and that of Trinidad has been 
reduced to a single steamer. In reviewing the 

position generally, it might be asked why greater 
advantage is not being taken of the internal com­
bustion engine in this connection. Motor boats 
and vessels fitted with auxiliarv motors are being 
used in some cases; but, in the light of recent 
developments, it does seem remarkable that several 
West Indian islands should still be dependent on 
sloops for communication with one another, and 
one has in mind the position of Nevis in relation to 
St. Kitts, Grenada to that of Carriacou, St. Vincent 
in regard to Union Island, and Jamaica to the Cay­
man Islands. Would it not be worth while to take 
expert advice as to whether motor boats and motor 
droghers could not be economically used for coastal 
services and for linking up islands such as those 
mentioned above ? We believe the answer to be 
in the affirmative. Another suggestion which we 
venture to make is the possibility of using 
“Drifters” or “Trawlers” for this purpose. During 
the war a very large number of drifters and trawlers 
were built and commandeered for anti-submarine 
and mine-sweeping service, and in recent years 
these strong little ships have been placed on the 
market at prices which in many cases make their 
purchase a real bargain. Some drifters, indeed, 
have been sold at a figure as low as £750 to £1,000 
each where an order has been placed for a number. 
Wooden drifters about 85 ft. long are still to be 
obtained for about £1,500 each, whilst for a steel 
vessel of this type £2,500 would have to be paid, 
these figures representing about a sixth of 
the vessels’ cost price. Again 125 ft. steel 
trawlers, well-built vessels with a good turn 
of speed and general handiness, which are 
suitable for conversion to many purposes as 
sea-going vessels, obtain about £5,500. The cost 
of sending these vessels across the Atlantic would, 
no doubt, be heavy, but, even taking that into 
account, their price delivered at a West Indian 
port should be attractive. If these vessels could be 
adapted for the purpose of application to coastal 
services, there would here appear to be an oppor­
tunity of the local governments securing a bargain, 
and solving the problem arising from the suspension 
in recent years of the steamer coastal services.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

IN their Royal Charter of Incorporation the object 
of The West India Committee is stated to be 
by united action to promote the interests of the 

agricultural and manufacturing industries and trade 
of the British West Indies, British Guiana, and 
British Honduras, and thus increase their general 
welfare. Whilst the Committee have never swerved 
from fulfilling as far as has been humanly possible
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the primary purpose for which they came into exist­
ence, in the course of time other activities on behalf 
of the West Indies have come to be added. 
Among these may be classed what we will call 
personal service to its members. It must be of the 
greatest value to members of the Committee living 
—as two-thirds or over 1,600 of them do—in the 
West Indies to feel that they have in this country 
a body which is anxious and willing to represent 
their interests on this side whilst they are away, 
and do all that is possible for their comfort when 
they may land on these shores. Such services take 
many forms, ranging from such small but essential 
matters as the obtaining of passports or passages or 
the finding of hotels to the more weighty fiduciary 
relationship of acting in loco parentis to the children 
of members resident in the West Indies who have 
been sent to school in this country. What the 
Committee has been able to do in this respect is, 
we believe, greatly appreciated; at any rate, in 
recent years it has certainly very largely increased. 
A typical example of this appreciation came to hand 
from a member a few days ago. Writing to say 
good-bye after a short visit to this country, this 
member stated : i6I have to thank you for all the 
kindnesses you have shown to me since my arrival 
in London on the Sth inst., and I wish particularly 
to say that I consider The West India Committee 
a very good friend in the many difficulties I have 
had to meet as a stranger in this large City.” The 
value of the assistance which was given to West 
Indian soldiers during and after the war has been 
too often recognised to need recapitulation here. 
It is not, however, so widely known that the Com­
mittee were able to step into the breach, when the 
Board of Trade had definitely declined to assist 
further in the provision of passages, by arranging, 
at the request of the Colonial Office, for the re­
patriation of a number of British West Indian sea­
men who for various reasons had been paid off in 
British ports, and owing to the shipping depression 
were unable to sign on again, and were not able to 
obtain employment of any other kind. These men 
were often reduced to a state of the greatest dis­
tress, through no fault of their own, and whilst the 
Borough Guardians and Poor Law Officers did 
much to relieve their immediate necessity, it was 
obviously desirable to help them to return to their 
own Colonies, where they had friends and a reason­
able chance of obtaining employment. This The 
West India Committee, through the valued co­
operation of the shipping companies concerned, 
have been able to do in a great number of cases, 
and they continue to act in this capacity. It seems 
to us, then, sufficiently evident that The West 
India Committee do not take any narrow view of 
their responsibilities, and that apart altogether from 
questions of trade, they are able to offer many im­
portant facilities to their members and to West 
Indians generally. We trust that with greatly im­
proved and far more commodious premises, which 
we hope to learn that the Committee will soon have 
acquired, they may be able to continue their good 
offices on an even larger scale. All that i§ needed 
is that the Committee shall more and more receive 
the unstinted support of all who have the welfare 
of the West Indies at heart.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Mout open, story jump cut.”
■TV •7V

Sir Samuel Hoare has been appointed a member 
of the Royal Commission on the Distribution of 
Honours.

* * *
Lieut. C. S. B. Swinley, R.N., until recently 

A.D.C. to the Governor of Barbados, has been ap­
pointed to H.M.S. Curacoa.

* * *
Mr. F. T. G. Tremlett, who served as Sub­

inspector and Inspector of Constabulary in Jamaica 
from 1903 to 1912, has been appointed Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, Uganda.

* * *
Of the 76 largest vessels now owned in the world 

—those of 15,000 tons and above—'Lloyd’s Register 
shows that 33 are under five years old, 18 between 
five and ten years old, and the other 25 between 
ten and twenty-five years old.

* * *
Although the condition of the canes for next 

year’s crop in Cuba :s far better than that of the 
canes at this time last year, it is not expected that 
the next crop will equal the present owing to the 
smaller area planted.

* * *
During the first seven months of this year Great 

Britain exported 14,189 dozens of pairs of leather 
boots and shoes to the British West Indies, as com­
pared with 2,931 and 4,018 dozens of pairs in the 
same periods in 1921 and 1920 respectively.

* * *
There are now 63 estates, comprising 6,000 acres, 

in Java growing coca, the cultivation of which was 
begun there in 1880. Planted as a subsidiary crop 
with coffee, rubber and cacao, Javan coca finds a 
ready market in the United States and Japan.

* * *
Of the 197 touring cars, 83 motor lorries, and 

seven motor cycles in the Bahamas, all are located 
in Nassau, and nearly all (reports the United States 
Consul) are of American make, three American car 
manufacturers being represented by agents in 
Nassau.

* * #
The West India Committee are now acting as 

agents of the Bahamas and Bermuda Development 
Boards, whose object it is to popularise those 
colonies as tourist resorts. The publications of the 
Boards can now be obtained at the Committee 
Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, E.C.

* *
It is understood that Sir Graeme Thomson, the 

Governor-Designate of British Guiana, will not pro­
ceed to Demerara before next spring, since Sir 
Wilfred Collet will continue to administer the 
Government of the Colony until next April, when he 
will retire. A photograph of Sir Graeme Thomson 
appears on page 397.

* # #
Sir John Harrison, who has been undergoing a 

course of treatment at the Hospital for Tropical
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Diseases, is now at the Ilchester Mansions Hotel. 
Though much better in health, it is improbable that 
he will be able to leave for British Guiana at the 
end of September as originally intended. Lady 
Harrison has also greatly benefited from her visit 
to England.

*
al 
“7V -tv

Mr. L. Ower, the British Honduras Government 
Geologist, has returned to this country, where he 
is examining samples and co-ordinating the results 
of his researches into the colony’s mineral resources. 
His investigations have led him to the belief that 
oil is not, after all, to be found there in a paying 
quantity, but he is more hopeful regarding other 
mineral products.

*
al al

"7V -TV

Why will the Board of Trade persist in classifying 
saccharine under articles of food ? At present it 
comes between “ glucose ” and “ confectionery ” 
in Group F of Class I., when its proper place is 
among drugs in Group N of Class III. The recent 
alteration of the form in which the monthly returns 
appear would have been a good opportunity to right 
this injustice to sugar.

* * *
The annual report of the Marian Central Factory 

in Queensland states that last season 57,384 tons of 
canes were ground, which yielded the equivalent 
of 6,045 tons of sugar of 94 per cent, net “ litre,” 
and that there will not be a boom in values of such 
an extent as to raise materially the retail price of 
■sugar, the actual net litre for the season being 
98.73. The statement of assets, and liabilities 
showed a profit for the year of £29,685.

* * *
The Hon. R. S. Aucher Warner, K.C., has re­

signed his position as Attorney-General of Trinidad 
and Tobago. Should he and Mrs. Warner decide 
to make their home in this country, England’s gain 
will be Trinidad’s loss, for as a sportsman, as well 
as in his capacity of lawyer, Mr. “ Auchie ” Warner 
is deservedly popular in lere. It will be recalled 
that he was “ skipper ” of the first West Indian 
cricket team to visit England.

* * *
A sheet of rubber which formed part of the cargo 

of a vessel torpedoed in the Mediterranean during 
the war has been cast ashore at Spitzbergen. It 
must have been carried through the Straits of 
Gibraltar, passed out into the Atlantic, travelled 
via the North Equatorial Current across to South 
America, thence up along the coast to the West 
Indies and into the Gulf of Mexico, where it would 
have been caught up by the Gulf Stream and carried 
north.

* * *
A Harley Street dentist, having declared that 

’“ confectionery is doing humanity more injury than 
drink,” Mr. P. W. Vinsen has challenged him to 
produce evidence to substantiate such a sweeping 
statement before a committee, according to whose 
finding either he or the dentist shall pay £100 to 
charity. Mr. Vinsen points out that men with the 
whitest teeth in the world are to be found on the 
sugar plantations, “ where they are always chewing 
sugar cane.” The challenge has not been accepted.

The Imperial Department of Agriculture for 
the West Indies having been amalgamated with the 
West Indian Agricultural College, the head office 
of the department has now been transferred from 
Barbados to Trinidad. In consequence of this 
transfer, it is requested that all communications fçr 
the Department may be addressed to the principal 
of the college, or to the Imperial Cotnmissiônêr“ of 
Agriculture, as the case may be, at the West Indian 
Agricultural College, St. Augustine, Trinidad,

al '
'7V' W ’ ‘1 \

The export of refined sugar from the United 
States for the first six months of the present year 
amounted to 665,709 long tons, 75 per cent, niore 
than the highest export of previous years for the 
similar period. This represents about 715,000 tons 
of raw sugar, and has been an important f actor in 
the reduction of Cuban stocks. The current six 
months will not show anything like the abdye 
quantity, but Facts About Sugar is of opinion that 
a total of 1,000,000 tons for the year will be 
reached.

*AL AL
’7V 'TV

Sir George B. Haddon-Smith, K.C.M.G., has 
had his term of office as Governor of the Windward 
Islands extended for one year. Sir George assumed 
office as Governor in December, 1914, and an exten­
sion of two years was given to him in the spring of 
1921. It will be recalled that in his recent report 
Mr. Wood stated that if anything was to be done in 
the matter of a closer association of Trinidad and 
the Windward Islands, it should be done at once, 
as the Governor was due to retire at the end of the 
present year.

*AL AL
•7V -TV

Sir Daniel Tudor, K.C., who has been Chief 
Justice of the Bahamas since 1911, has left that 
colony to take up his new appointment as Chief 
Justice of Gibraltar. In doing so he will break a 
connection with the West Indies which has lasted 
since 1903, when he became Attorney-General of 
Grenada and St. Vincent. Between 1907 and 1910 
Sir Daniel on different occasions administered the 
Government of both these colonies, whilst he was 
also responsible for the revised edition of the Laws 
of Grenada, which was published in 1911.,

* * *
In connection with the forthcoming sale of ex­

enemy properties in the Cameroons, to which refer­
ence was made in last issue, it will be of interest 
to know that the cacao and other plantations, to 
be offered by auction by Messrs. Hampton and Sons 
on October 11th and 12th next, have been in the 
charge of Mr. Frank Evans since 1915. Mr. Evans, 
it will be recalled, was for some years in Trinidad, 
where he filled the position of assistant to the late 
Mr. J. Hinchley Hart, and was in charge of the 
Botanical Department after his retirement.

* * *
A scheme f6F-thé~rëôrgânisation of the Acadia 

Sugar Refinery Company of Canada was decided 
on at an extraordinary meeting of. shareholders, 
held at Halifax, on July 27th. Thé scheme in­
volved a reduction of capital of 11,000,000, àfid 
. ; v sion for a working fund of $1,000,000*.' The
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plan also involves the surrender and cancellation 
of shareholders’ present holdings, coupled with sub­
scription by them to the extent of 20 per cent, of 
their present holdings in the form of mortgage de­
bentures, the amount not to exceed $1,000,000. It 
was stated at the meeting that the refinery at Hali­
fax was working almost at full time with an output 
of over 400 tons a day.

* * *
Sir William Allardyce, K.C.M.G., has been 

appointed Governor of Newfoundland in succession 
to Sir Charles Alexander Harris, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
C.V.O., who is about to retire. Sir William Allar­
dyce, it will be recalled, was Governor of the 
Bahamas from 1915 to 1920, while Sir Charles 
Harris was Secretary of the West India Royal Com­
mission of 1882, Assistant Secretary to the Inter­
national Sugar Bounty Conference of 1887, and was 
attached to the Attorney-General’s staff in Paris 
during the Venezuela Boundary enquiry, having 
been specially detailed to prepare the case of His 
Majesty’s Government. From 1898 to 1909 he was 
Principal Clerk at the Colonial Office.

•7V 'Tv

What is the highest waterfall ? asks The Times on 
August 21st. A distinction has to be drawn be­
tween the broad voluminous type, like Niagara, in 
which a wide river roars over a precipice, and the 
slender “ bridal veil ” type, familiar in moun­
tainous districts. Of the former, the Kaieteur Fall, 
the height of which is usually given as 822 ft., 
stands easily first, although the Wooloomumbi, 
about 900 ft. high, in New South Wales, is ex 
eluded only on account of its lesser volume. In 
the “ bridal veil ” class, Mr. F. E. Matthes, of the 
U.S. Geological Survey, awards the palm to the 
Tosemite Falls, where the waters of the Creek River 
descend a vertical distance of 2,565 ft. in two leaps, 
the first of which measures 1,360 ft. in height.

* * *

Cherished traditions regarding snakes are shat­
tered by Mr. G. Aylmer in “ Sierra Leone Studies.” 
A snake, he says, has no movable eyelids, and the 
eye is protected by a transparent scale, similar to a 
watchglass, which is regarded as representing the 
lower lid. This gives that perpetual stare which is 
supposed to exert a fascinating influence over birds 
and animals. This, however, is not the case, all 
birds and most animals showing no sign of concern 
in the presence of snakes, so long as the latter re­
main quiet and do not strike at them. The belief 
that snakes are influenced by music is also erro­
neous. It is doubtful if they can perceive any but 
the loudest sounds, and even to these they show no 
reaction. The music of snake charmers is more in 
the nature of an accompaniment, and the swaying 
of the cobra is purely a natural habit and has 
nothing to do with the music.

Guava Fool.—Peel some very ripe guavas, and 
press them through a hair sieve. Add enough milk 
to make a thick cream; then sweeten to taste and 
ice well.

AN EDUCATIONAL MAP.

Mr. Edward Wood, M.P., in his recent report, 
laid great stress on the necessity of pupils in the 
schools in the West Indies being made familiar with 
the history, geography and tradition of their own 
homes. No better means of instilling into the 
rising generation a knowledge of geography of the 
West Indies could be found than by displaying The 
West India Committee’s new map of the West 
Indies in every college and school in those colonies. 
Measuring 48 in. by 37 in., with a scale of 55 miles 
to the inch, the map forms a valuable compendium 
of information regarding the Caribbean area. It 
is already used in the principal banks in the West 
Indies, and should be found in every mercantile 
office and social club. The main features of the 
map, which has been aptly described as “more than 
a map,” having regard to the statistical informa­
tion it affords, and the trade returns, cables, wire­
less stations, etc., whose position it shows, have 
already been given in these columns.

It may be recalled that it extends from Tampa, 
Florida in the north, to the extreme southern boun­
dary of British Guiana, and cast to west from Para­
maribo to Guatemala. Besides a genera] map of the 
West Indies which occupies the centre, there are along 
the lower end of the map insets of the islands showing 
principal towns, highest mountains and largest rivers. 
In the upper right hand corner is a small map 
with the different routes from Canada, United States 
to Panama and West Indies. Alongside of this in a 
statistical diagram is given the area and population of 
the various islands. There is also a plan of the 
Panama Canal. In addition to this the submarine 
cables, wireless stations are clearly indicated, as well 
as the coaling and oil fuel stations.

The price of the map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3, is as follows :—
Sheet ... ............. 7/6 Post free / Y,K ,

I Abroad 9 6 
Mounted and folded ... 15 - Post free 15 6
Mounted on rollers ... 12/6 Carriage free U.K. 14- 
Hitherto it has not been possible to quote for de­
livery of the “mounted on roller” copies in the 
West Indies, since it is too large to be despatched 
by parcel post; but by arrangement with the 
Harrison Line and Messrs. Elders & Fyffes, it can 
now be delivered in any West Indian island at 19/- 
carriage free.

The following publications are obtainable at The 
West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.:—

“The Manufacture of Cane Sugar.” by Jones and 
Scard; 26/-.

‘ The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

“ Cacao: A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

“ The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. Scard ; 3 -. 
“The Pocket Guide to the West Indies” ; 7/6. 
“West Indian Tales of Old,’’ by A. E. Aspinall; 8/-. 
“The British West Indies,” by A. E. Aspinall; 9/6. 
“ Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall; 8/-.

A Handbook otf St. Kitts-Nevis,” by Katherine 
Burdon; 5/6. These prices include postage.
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AUSTRALIAN SUGAR. CANE-GROWING IN LOUISIANA.

I he protective dut*r on Queensland raw suyar 
under the Federal tariff is £6 per ton, and it has 
never been higher. When the introduction of 
Kanaka labour in connection with the industry was 
abolished by the Commonwealth Parliament, an 
excise duty of £4 per ton was levied on all Austra­
lian-grown sugar, but £3 per ton was refunded in 
the shape of a rebate in respect of all sugar grown 
by white labour. This excise duty, less the rebate, 
says The Times, in the course of an interesting 
article on the Queensland sugar industry, resulted 
in the Commonwealth netting some £2,400,000 out 
of the industry during the time that duty was in 
fc rce. When the price of sugar rose enormously 
in most countries, the Australian consumer during 
the whole war period paid only 3|d. per lb., whilst 
the Australian grower obtained but £16 to £21 per 
ton for the raw sugar which he produced. It was 
not till 1920 that the present price of £30 6s. 8d., 
provided for under the much-discussed agreement, 
was paid. This was done to encourage Australian 
production. The supplies of home-grown and im­
ported foreign sugars were then uooled and sold to 
the public at 6d. per lb., which is still the fixed 
price. The Australian producer, however, received 
only the equivalent of 3|d. per lb. for his raw sugar, 
the difference between this and the selling price 
(after covering cost of refining and handling) going 
to make up for the loss to the Government due to 
the higher prime cost of the foreign sugar which had 
to be imported by it to make up the deficiency in 
the home supply. It has been admitted by the 
Minister for Trade and Customs that the sugar in­
dustry of this country has more than repaid the 
Commonwealth for any advantages it has received.

There can be no question that the object of the 
agreement—to stabilise the industry and encourage 
production—has been fully realised. The sugar 
farmers generally have put new areas under cane, 
utilising in many cases land that had been lying 
idle for years; more fertilisers have been purchased 
and used; millers have improved and extended 
their crushing and manufacturing plant, and fur­
ther expansion is in progress. During the past two 
years there has been put into the sugar mills of 
Queensland new capital to the amount of 
£ J,250,000, and every endeavour has been made 
b) the mill-owners to render their plant as efficient 
as possible.

Our contemporary goes on to say that whilst 
there appears to be little prospect at present of a 
profitable export trade, it cannot be doubted that, 
with reasonable assurances as to the future, the 
necessary expansion to provide for the increasing 
needs of Australia will continue. Much, however, 
depends on the action of the Commonwealth 
Government and Parliament in the winter session. 
The demand of the consumer is for cheaper sugar, 
and once the Government has cleared off the 
accumulated deficiency due to the purchase of 
foreign sugar at high prices (which was refined and 
supplied to the public at a fixed rate of 6d. per lb.),

(Continued at foot of next column.)

The Cost and the Loss.

An interesting account of the cost of growing 
canes in Louisiana for the 1921-22 crop, and of the 
financial results thereof, is given in Facts about 
Sugar of June 10th last. The figures relate to six 
plantations growing canes for a neighbouring fac­
tory, and the only crops commercially grown were 
canes and com, legumes also being planted for the 
purpose of green manuring, mostly in conjunction 
with the corn, but also to a small extent by them­
selves.

The canes were sold at 90 cents per ton—it is 
presumed the short or American ton is used—for 
each cent per pound fetched by 66 clarified yellow 
sugar,” and this method appears to have yielded 
$3,607 per ton. The com was sold to the “ feed ” 
account of the estates stock at 50 cents a bushel 
over cost prices, and the cane growing account 
credited with the proceeds. The rates paid for 
men’s wages were :—From February 1st to Octo­
ber 15th, 1920, Si.75 per day- October 16th to 
January 10th, 1921, $2.25 per day; from January 
11th to October 15th, 1921, $1.00 per day, and 
from October 16th to January 10th, 1922, $1.25 
per day. The total area planted in canes was 2,286 
acres, of which 51 per cent, was in plants, and in 
corn 1,582 acres, 331 acres being planted in legumes 
alone.

The indirect cost, which comnrised all overhead 
and other charges, including interest on working 
capital but not that on investment, of the canes was 
$111,739.92, which, with the cost of com cultivation 
as above added, and the proceeds of the com sales, 
$16,754.45, deducted, brought the net indirect cost 
to $109,632.61. The total net cost of the canes, 
therefore, was $234,620.37 or $102.63 per acre. 
The quantity of canes reaped and sold was in all 
46,480.97 tons, consisting of 28,105.59 tons of 
plants, 10,281.38 tons of ratoons and 8,094 tons of 
seed canes. The cane cost was therefore $5.05 per 
ton.

The canes fetched in all $168,830.15 or $3.63 
per ton, producing a loss per ton of $1.42. To this 
had to be added $0.61, the interest on investments 
on laud, building, etc., at 6 per cent, having been 
$22,375.86, and on tools and implements at 8 per 
cent. $6,233. The total net loss was, therefore, 
$2.03 per ton.

An editorial note on the subject says :—(( The 
continuance of the Louisiana sugar industry 
depends on producing more and cheaper sugar to 
the acre. . . . The opportunitv for agricultural 
improvement in the Louisiana sugar belt is just 
beginning to be appreciated.”

(Continued from previous column.)
the retail price can and will be reduced. Without 
lowering the present price to the Australian pro­
ducer, refined sugar could be retailed for about 5d. 
per lb.; but this may not satisfy the consumer and 
the manufacturers using sugar in their business, 
although the latter are getting a rebate of £20 per 
ton on sugar used in manufacture.
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MILL EQUIPMENT IN HAWAII.

In connection with the Report of the Hawaiian 
Committee on Mill Equipment, Mr. H. S. Walker, 
Superintendent of the Pioneer Mill Company, said : 
“I think that most of the improvement in extrac­
tion at Pioneer in the last ten years has resulted 
directly from additions or improvements to the mill. 
Our extraction with a 9-roller mill in 1905 was re­
ported as 94.93. Seven years later it was only 94.87. 
Following the change to a 12-roller mill for the 1913 
crop, extraction went up to 96.13. Messchaert 
grooves, put in gradually during 1914 and 1915, 
had very little influence on the extraction, as it was 
only 96.32 in 1915. The effect of the grooves seems 
to have been to allow about 20 per cent, more cane 
to be ground than formerly without a loss in ex­
traction. The shredder was used during only part 
of 1916. The combined influence of Messchaert 
grooves and shredder increased the extraction a 
little over 1 per cent, from 1913 to 1917. During 
the next two years no changes were made in the 
mill, and there was very little gain in extraction. 
The change to a 15-roller mill in 1920, with a wider 
crusher and better shredder, resulted in a gain of 
0.67 per cent, in extraction at a 9 per cent, faster 
grinding speed. With the same equipment in 1921 
extraction fell back 0.27, though the average tons 
cane per hour was a little more. Nineteen twenty- 
one was an exceptionally bad year, both for milling 
and boiling house work, owing to the prolonged 
grinding season and the considerable amount of 
dried-up cane ground.”

CANE DISEASE IN PHILIPPINES.

Judging from an article in The Transpacific 
Magazine, by Mr. E. H. Taylor, there appears to 
be considerable anxiety in the Philippines on ac­
count of the increase in the amount of disease 
among the sugar canes there. The cause of this 
seems to lie in the introduction of canes from other 
countries. Up to recent years the native varieties 
of canes were universally grown, which did not 
suffer from cane pests or diseases. These, however, 
probably on account of the yield being less than in 
other countries, did not continue to give satisfac­
tion to the Philippine planter. Foreign varieties 
were imported, chosen for their greater productive 
qualities, quicker growth, and greater sugar content. 
But these varieties have not proved themselves so 
resistant to disease as the native cane, and con­
siderable loss has resulted therefrom.

■The two principal diseases in the Philippines are 
the “Fiji” disease and a recent importation from 
Formosa to which the name of the “ leaf-stripe ” 
disease has been riven. The former seems to have 
appeared in the Philippines within the last ten 
years, and at once started on its path of destruction, 
particularly among the imported varieties. This 
disease is caused by a fungus whose native heath is 
probably New Guinea. It reached Fiji and did 
much damage there, and arrived in the “Philippines 
about 1916. The disease may be recognised by the 
crumbling of the leaves as they emerge from the 

centre of the stalk, and a feature is the presence of 
characteristic galls on both healthy and diseased 
leaves •The' “ leaf-striped ” disease was imported by 
Japanese planters from Formosa, in spite of the 
quarantine existing against foreign canes, owing to 
the laxity of Customs officials. It is hoped, how­
ever, that from the measures taken the disease will 
not spread beyond its present area.

The average Philippine planter, Mr. Taylor states, 
is quite willing to spend money on experiments 
leading to the more thorough extraction of the juice 
from the cane, and feels that he has scored a 
triumph if he gains one per cent., but is reluctant 
to do so on research tending to increased production 
by the elimination of the various diseases, which 
take a yearly toll of from 1 to 10 per cent.

Only a single ratoon crop is obtained in the 
Philippines, owing, it is stated in the article, to 
insect pests increasing so rapidly with each succeed­
ing crop that ratooning ceases to be profitable owing 
to the loss of canes from these causes.

VALUABLE SUGAR BOOK.

Committee’s Publication Appreciated.

Professor Ling, F.I.C., of the University of 
Birmingham, contributes to Nature of July 1st a 
review of The Manufacture of Cane Sugar*  recently 
produced by The West India Committee, in which 
he says :—

“ The first edition of Messrs. Jones and Scard’s 
treatise was published in 1909, and the fact that a 
second edition has now appeared is a fitting testi­
monial, if one were needed by two such eminent 
and well-known technologists, of its utility as well 
as of its appreciation by technologists. Mr. 
Aspinall in the introductory chapter tells us that the 
first impression of the work was soon sold, and that 
the authors preferred to prepare a new and revised 
edition instead of issuing at once a reprint of the 
first edition.

“ The work as now presented is in its original 
form, but it has been thoroughly revised with some 
27 additional pages of text and 26 further illustra­
tions. The volume is a welcome addition to the 
literature, more especially from the technological 
point of view. A special feature is the large 
number of well-executed drawings and plans, num­
bering in all 270, for which the authors are in­
debted to the leading engineering firms.

“ The work will be found indispensable to all 
engaged in the industrv, and we welcome its 
appearance at a time when it behoves sugar-cane 
technologists, more especially in the British 
Dominions, Dependencies, and Protectorates, to 
cultivate the highest efficiency in their subject, and 
make the Empire self-supporting as regards sugar. 
This is a matter which, in the writer’s personal 
knowledge, one of the authors at least, Mr. F. I. 
Scard, has long had at heart.”

*The Manufacture of Cane Sugar. By Llewellyn Jones 
and Frederic I. Scard. Second revised edition. Pp. xix + 
481 +270 plates. (London: Duckworth and Co.,‘ 1921.) 
25s. net.
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OPTIONAL BILLS OF LADING.

And the Preference on Cacao.
The following further correspondence has passed 

between The West India Committee and the Board 
of Customs, regarding the allowance of Preferential 
rates to West Indian produce shipped to this country 
on Optional Bills of Lading. Previous letters on 
this subject were published in The West India 
Committee Circular ” of April 27th, page 185.

The West India Committee,
June 15th, 1922.

Sir,—I beg to inform you that your letter 21,323/22 
of May 12th, together with our earlier correspondence

Photograph by Russell.

British Guiana’s Governor Designate.
Sir Graeme Thomson, K.C.B., who is due to succeed Sir 

Wilfred Collet, K.C.M.G., in April'next.

on the subject of the admission of cocoa shipped from 
British Colonies on Optional Bills of Lading, was laid 
before a meeting of my Executive held on Thursday 
last, June 8th.

They note with much regret that the Commissioners 
of Customs and Excise have not as yet seen their way 
so to modify the regulations that goods shipped from 
British Colonies on Optional Bills of Lading and im­
ported into the United Kingdom, shall be admitted to 
preferential treatment under the Customs Tariff.

As we have already pointed out, it has for long 
been a necessary custom of the trade for cocoa and 
coffee to be shipped on optional Bills of Lading, and 
the with-holding of the preference in cases where 
goods so shipped have of necessity to be transhipped 
in a foreign port, is a serious injury to the shippers in 
the West Indies and neutralises to a great extent the 
benefit which the preferential duty was intended to 
confer on them. In this connection I should point out 

that only recently the Royal Mail steamer Grelrosa, 
which sailed from Jamaica on November 15th last, was 
compelled fo tranship her London cargo at Hamburg, 
whilst the company have notified consignees that the 
cargo declared for London by the steamer Teviot which 
left Jamaica on May 6th last, will probably have to 
be transhipped at Antwerp. That British goods 
shipped by these steamers under optional Bills of 
Lading and ultimately destined for a United Kingdom 
port should in such cases be deprived of preference, is, 
we venture to assert, an injustice to the shipper.

From the economic point of view the system of 
optional Bills of Lading is one to be encouraged as it 
provides the merchants with the means of avoiding 
overstocking the home market, thereby annulling all 
advantage from the preference, for, as regards the 
re-exportation of such surplus stocks, it is notorious 
that the heavy landing and reshipping charges in 
United Kingdom ports severely handicap such busi­
ness in competition with foreign cocoas of similar 
character going direct to a foreign port.

In the circumstances I am to request that this 
matter may be re-opened and that it may receive the 
further consideration of the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise.

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 
Algernon Aspinall, Secretary.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 15th June (8,808), 
with reference to the admission to preference of Cocoa 
shipped from the British Colonics on optional Bills of 
Lading and transhipped at a foreign port, I am 
directed by the Commissioners of Customs and Excise 
to acquaint you that the case advanced by your Com­
mittee for the grant of preference in respect of tran­
shipped consignments has again been reviewed in con­
sultation with the other Departments concerned, but it 
is regretted that it is not possible to agree to any 
modification of the existing practice, under which pre­
ference is allowed only in the cases specified in the 
letter from this Department of the 20th April last.*

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant,
John L. Mackie.

* [That is, “ where Empire goods are imported from 
a port of the Empire in the ship in which they were 
loaded at the Empire port of lading, where the ship 
comes direct or via foreign ports, provided that in the 
latter case the goods have not been removed from the 
ship.”—Ed.]

CHOCOLATES AND CINEMAS.
Important newspapers in Germany, says The 

Confectionery Journal, are carrying on a campaign 
against so much sugar being used in the manufac­
ture of confectionery and chocolates, the general 
public being deprived thereby of the benefit of 
cheap sugar, children especially not receiving so 
much sugar under existing conditions as they did 
under the card system. Now chocolate and sweet­
meat shops are appearing in the streets, and the 
newspapers call for a heavy tax upon them. 
Although cacao beans have to be paid for in hard 
cash, the sale of chocolate in Germany has risen 
from 52,900 tons in 1913 to 127,000 tons in 1921, 
with a much diminished population. In this con­
nection, it appears to The Confectionery Journal 
that a perfect orgy of chocolates and kinemas is in 
progress in Berlin, dissipation in the latter no doubt 
leading to intemperance in the former.
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CHOCOLATE MANUFACTURE.

The following remarks regarding the keeping 
qualities of chocolate are made by Mr. F. E. 
Thomas in an article appearing in the “ Confec­
tionery Journal ” of August 17th :—

Let us consider the nature of chocolate, and we 
will take the simplest case, that of bar chocolate, 
which, if properly made and properly cared for, 
ought not to show bloom at all, or only after very 
prolonged periods. Chocolate as put on the market 
consists, alas ! of a good many things, but we will 
assume that the chocolate we are considering con­
tains only cocoa mass, added cocoa butter, sugar 
and flavouring. There are a large number of 
different substances in nibs, some in very small 
quantities, but of real importance in deciding the 
flavour and aroma of the resulting chocolate. We 
will be modest, and sav that in our chocolate we 
have at least ten different (i.e., chemically diffe­
rent) substances present in amounts which must be 
taken into consideration. Now, all these sub­
stances have different properties, and are affected 
to very different extents by such ordinary factors 
as heat and water, e.g., some liquefy very easily, 
such as fats, some only at high temperatures which 
are normally not reached, such as sugar. The 
reason why chocolate melts in the mouth is because 
the cocoa butter contained therein melts at blood 
heat, and carries with it into the liquid mass those 
substances, such as sugar, which are still solid at 
that temperature. The object of the chocolate 
manufacturer is so to mix his ingredients as to pro­
duce an intimate and homogeneous mixture of 
substances which, be it noted, do not easily mix, 
owing first to the fact that they liquefy at different 
temperatures, i.e., have different melting points, 
and, secondly, owing to their nature—water and 
oil, although both liquids, will not easily mix, and 
the chocolate factory has a problem of the same 
kind, but not perhaps the same degree, to face.

When the manufacturer has, bv careful manipu­
lation and by passing his paste through a whole 
series of processes, produced his chocolate, it is in a 
certain state, which cannot be regarded as stable 
unless it is kept in the right conditions. For in­
stance, suppose the chocolate to be exposed to a 
moist temperature. A certain amount of water will 
condense on the surface of the chocolate. A cer­
tain percentage of this surface consists of small par­
ticles of sugar : the water has an action on this 
sugar—it dissolves it—while it has none on fat. 
The result is that some of the sugar is dissolved out 
of the chocolate, and tends to concentrate m small 
drops. If subsequently exposed to heat or a dry 
atmosphere, the water evaporates, and small par­
ticles of sugar will be left on the surface of the 
chocolate, giving it a “ sugar bloom,” which might 
easily have been avoided, and is no fault of the 
manufacturer.

A similar thing happens when chocolate is ex­
posed to the excessive heat of the sun. The fats 
melt or get into a semi-liquid condition in which 
thev tend to percolate through the chocolate, even­
tually coming to rest on the outside surface, and on

(Continued at foot of next column.)

THE CAUSE OF CACAO THRIPS.

Conditions in San Thome.

In a paper read before the Trinidad Agricultural 
Society on July 13th, Mr. F. W. Urich, Entomolo­
gist of the Department of Agriculture of that 
colony, gave an interesting account of the cacao- 
thrips pest in San Thome, which he visited in 1919.

The thrips on the leeward side of that island, he 
said, were so numerous that the cacao leaves were 
actually black with them, although the soil con­
ditions were good and there were no fungoid dis­
eases.

The causes of this enormous multiplication of 
thrips, which are of the same species as those 
found in Trinidad, were : Climatic conditions, 
numerous species of food plants being grown be­
sides cacao, want of wind breaks and overhead 
shade; and extensive prevalence of algal disease 
and general debility of the cacao trees brought 
about bv faulty cultivation.

Wind breaks keep out thrips and shade trees pre­
vent too much breeding in places where drainage 
and tillage are not done. There was a general 
absence of both in San Thome.

Faulty cultivation.—W’hen cacao was first 
planted on virgin soil it grew and bore very well, 
but there was no system, distances were not ob­
served, and several trees were allowed to grow at 
each stake, whilst in most cases the planting was 
too close. No special shade trees were planted, 
but the original forest trees, which were left for 
such, were in most cases unsuitable, besides having 
extensively powerful root systems. They were 
very tall, with small crowns. In many places, too, 
much of the original forest was felled, leaving ridges 
and steep hill sides bare and exoosed to wind and 
erosion. Very little tillage or drainage was done. 
Under these conditions the trees were starved, and 
were easy victims to thrips and algal disease.

The conditions described are not universal; 
there are districts naturally protected with good 
soil that can show fields as good as any in other 
parts of the world.

Among the visitors to The West India Committee 
Rooms during the past fortnight have been the fol­
lowing : Mr. W. Gordon Gordon, Sir John Harrison, 
C.M.G., Hon. W. G. Kay, Mr. Dudley G. Leacock, 
Dr. G. I. Lecesne, Hon. H. de Minvielle. J.P., and 
Mr. Leslie H. Ower.

(Continued from previous column.) 
cooling down the fat is left on the surface as a pale 
yellow or whitish solid. Again, an avoidable 
occurrence. Badlv made chocolates will, we know, 
bloom even if reasonable care be taken, but in the 
present state of knowledge it seems definitely 
settled that manufacturers can put on the market 
chocolates which will not bloom.* at any rate, for 
the period within which they might reasonably be 
sold, and it must be disheartening to have their 
efforts neutralised bv inattention on the part of the 
retailer.
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TRADE WITH CANADA.

Report of the Manufacturers* Party.

The Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, at 
their annual meeting from June 20th to 23rd, passed 
a number of resolutions dealing with the problem 
of increasing the trade between Canada and the 
British West Indies, with special reference to the 
visit paid to the Caribbean Colonies by a party of 
its members in the spring of this year. The Asso­
ciation finds that trade has improved considerably 
between the Dominion and the Colonies since the 
Trade Agreement of 1920 came into force, but that 
it is capable of considerable further expansion. 
They have therefore empowered Mr- W. S. Fisher, 
who headed the party, to appoint a special com­
mittee who will give exclusive attention during the 
coming year to the study of the trade relations be­
tween Canada and the West Indies. They further 
urge the Dominion Government to provide adequate 
steamship passenger and refrigerator accommoda­
tion for the West Indian service.

In their report on their visit, the Manufacturers’ 
party state that they were impressed by the way in 
which Canadian Hour millers had practically gained 
control of the British West Indian market, which 
they attribute to the system of appointing good 
agents at every point, combined with periodical 
trips by representatives from headquarters. They 
go on to state that it is not generally appreciated 
that these Colonies possess practically nothing in 
the way of manufacturing industries except those 
which operate on the products of the soil which they 
export. They found that all business is con­
ducted in the West Indies very much along the 
same lines as in the Dominion so far as the exten­
sion of credit is concerned, and the risk of doing 
business is no greater there. In most lines New 
York was an active competitor, being particularly 
resorted to by firms in the smaller islands, who are 
attracted by the convenience of including in one 
order a variety of small purchases. During the tour 
references were made at nearly every point to the 
late arrival of documents covering shipments from 
Canada—a matter to which, the report states, spe­
cial attention should be given.

In regard to transportation arrangements, Canada 
is in a relatively favourable position, United King­
dom exporters being greatly hampered by the ab­
sence of regular steamship facilities. Nevertheless, 
throughout the islands people are looking forward 
to the improved services contemplated by the Cana­
dian Government, which will give a decided im­
petus to the business relations between the two 
parts of the Empire. The report further recom­
mends Canadians to travel far more in the West 
Indies, and calls attention to the lack of Canadian 
news in the Press of those Colonies as contrasted 
with the prominence given to American happen­
ings. From the West Indian standpoint, the manu­
facturers state that they found a general feeling 
throughout the Colonies, with the exception of 
British Guiana, that Canada was not buying enough 
from them, and they recommend an increase of 
direct buying instead of purchases of West Indian 
products through New York.
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Trade Commissioner's Report.

In a communication to the Commercial Intelli­
gence Journal of the Canadian Department of Trade 
and Commerce, Mr. G. R. Stevens, the Canadian 
Trade Commissioner in Jamaica, says : The old- 
established houses, which make up the backbone of 
West Indian commercial life, present a peculiar 
problem to the Canadian exporter. They constitute 
the class distributors whom he is most anxious to 
reach. However, if he appoints one of these houses 
as his representative, he is automatically precluded 
from further connections with any of the others 
as these old-established houses make it a point never 
to buy from each other if it is possible to obtain 
supplies elsewhere. In addition, an agency placed 
with such a house in many cases means that no 
excessive canvass will be made in the interest of the 
Canadian manufacturer’s goods. These houses 
have their own clientele which comes to them for 
their wants, and the manufacturer may be reason­
ably sure of supplying one set of retail customers 
and possibly a few others. Therefore in many cases 
the Canadian manufacturer passes by the old-estab­
lished houses and appoints a manufacturers’ repre­
sentative who will cover the entire trade in his 
behalf. But this unfortunately serves to preclude 
him from any sales to any of the old-established 
houses; these latter import direct, and they are as 
proud of not paying commissions to local agents as 
they are of refusing to buy from each other. This 
extreme individuality places the Canadian exporter 
in the position of having to take his choice between 
what an agent may possibly do for him in the large 
field and what one of the old-established houses will 
assuredly do for him with a comparatively restricted 
custom.

Another difficulty in catering to West Indian trade 
arises from the extremely small scope which each 
colony offers. In reality each colony can only take 
from the average Canadian manufacturer about as 
much as a first-class retail account at home. All 
business is done in small parcel orders which are a 
nuisance to the Canadian exporter and to the West 
Indian importer alike. As an illustration the case 
of a West Indian hardware merchant may be taken- 
To keep his stock up, the hardware merchant prob­
ably needs small quantities of perhaps 50 to 75 
different lines manufactured by perhaps 30 to 50 
different concerns. If this hardware merchant is to 
place his orders through local agents, it means 
searching out a large number of these agents and 
placing a little bit of business with each. This is a 
great bother, as it means separate payments, 
separate packages, separate customs clearances, and 
the arrival of stock over a considerable period. If 
on the other hand the hardware merchant imports 
direct from each manufacturer, it means even more 
bother, as he has the entire work of forwarding 
separate orders over and over again for small 
quantities of supplies.

On account of such difficulties the established 
general merchants of the West Indies, together with 
a large and growing class of importing retailers, pre­
fer to do their business through indent agents in
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New York and London. They simply forward an 
order for every class of supply which they require ; 
the indent house does their business for them and 
the goods come properly handled in one ship­
ment. There is a minimum of documentation ; the 
supplies arrive together ; their packing and invoicing 
is certain to be correct ; and for this service the 
indent house almost invariably charges a smaller 
commission than a manufacturers’ representative or 
brokerage house.

NIP A PALM SUGAR.

No Rival to the Cane Product.

From time to time the question of the manufac­
ture of sugar on modern lines from the nipa palm, 
Nipa fruticans, is brought forward as a commer­
cial proposition, hitherto the industry having been 
confined to the manufacture by natives of a crude 
product for family use or the local market. The 
portions of the palm used for the purpose are the 
stems of the flower and of the fruit, and the manner 
of procedure in Sarawak is as follows :—

The palms grow wild, and the manufacturer 
selects the area which he intends to work, clearing 
away undergrowth and impedimenta calculated to 
prevent free access to them. He then builds his 
factory, which consists of two coppers, or large 
cauldrons, set in brickwork and arranged for under­
neath firing, and a hole in the ground made to re­
ceive the copper when the time comes for “oscilla­
ting” with a long ladle the concentrated syrup. 
The factory having been thus erected, a number of 
one-foot lengths of three-inch bamboos are prepared 
for the purpose of collecting the juice.

Everything being now ready for the crop, and it 
being the flower and not the fruit season, the outer 
skins are peeled from the flower stems, an operation 
which takes about two days to provide material 
for the ordinary sized manufacturing plant. The 
stems thus treated are then bent over, and the 
flowers cut off. In the evening the bamboo col­
lectors are placed under the cut end of the stems, 
and during the night the sap flows into them to 
the extent of half filling the bamboos, or more, 
but generally the former. In the morning the 
bamboos are collected, and a thick slice cut off the 
end of the stems to prevent drying up during the 
day. In the daytime no collection is made, bees, 
hornets and monkeys taking over the situation. In 
the evening another slice is taken off the stems 
and the bamboos fixed for the next collection. This 
process continues for about four months, from 
August to December, until nothing is left of the 
stem.

Instead of dealing with stems during flowering, 
the palms are sometimes allowed to fruit, and the 
fruit stems manipulated in a similar manner to the 
flower stems. The process, which is carried out 
between January and August, is, however, much 
more tedious, and the “flower” reaping is preferred.

The filled or partly filled bamboos, having been 
collected, are carried to the factory, and their con­
tents emptied through a strainer into the cauldrons. 
Here the sap is boiled, a wall of bark about 3 feet 

high being fitted round the edge of the cauldron to 
prevent loss from boiling over. The empty bam­
boos are kept “sweet” by being placed near the 
fire to dry before being again used.

The concentration of the sap takes about five 
hours, and when it has been carried out sufficiently 
each cauldron is removed to its hole in the ground 
and its contents stirred for about an hour to start 
crystallisation. The concrete sugar thus made is 
then transferred to tins or jars for cooling, setting, 
and subsequent use. It is stated that two hundred 
of the bamboo charges will yield about three gallons 
of the product.

It is evident from the above that sugar from the 
nipa palm is never likely to be a serious competitor 
with that from the sugar-cane. The industry is 
especially adapted to industrious peasants, who 
place no especial value on their time and are con­
tent with a product that is primitive, but not the 
iess toothsome or nutritious on that account. But 
as such the industry is of considerable value, inas­
much as it adds to agricultural production, and is 
thus a useful agricultural asset in a well-populated 
tropical country.

VITAMINES AND THEIR SOURCES.
An important article on the subject of vitamines 

appears in the Journal of the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association (1922 vol. xxxiv.). Its author is Dr. 
Harden, of the Lister Institute, one of the greatest 
authorities on the subject. He gives an account of 
the three recognised vitamines, the fat-soluble “A,” 
the water-soluble “B,” and the water-soluble “C.”

The effect of the absence of “A” from food is re­
tarded growth, ending in death, and eye disease. 
It is also an important factor in the causation of 
rickets. The absence of “B” causes retarded 
growth, ending in death as in “A,” beri-beri, and 
paralysis in birds and rats. Scurvy is caused by 
the absence of “C.”

The best and usual sources of “A” are fish-liver 
oils, green plants, including clover, lucerne and hay, 
butter, cheese and milk, egg yolk, animal fats, and 
some roots, such as carrots, parsnips and mangolds. 
The best sources of “B” are seeds and grains, parti­
cularly in the germ and outside layers of cereals, 
yeast, egg yolk, milk, green plants, including clover, 
lucerne and hay, and many roots and tubers, e.g., 
carrot, potato, turnip, mangold and beet. Of “C,” 
the usual and best sources are green vegetables, 
especially of the cabbage tribe, orange and lemon 
juice, swedes and turnips, germinated seeds, toma­
toes and milk.

The vitamines are present in small quantities— 
“A” in oil seeds, oleomargarine in proportion to 
the presence of animal fats, and cereals; “B” in 
meat, some fruit juices and cheese; “C” in meat, 
many tubers and roots, many fruit juices and dried 
vegetables.

In the case of “A,” vitamines are entirely absent 
from white flour and bread, most vegetable oils, 
most lard, most margarine and yeast; of “ B,” 
from white flour, polished rice and fats; of “C,” 
from seeds and grains, white flour and bread, fats 
and yeast.
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SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies.

New Varieties of Coconuts.
During 1920, the Imperial Department of Agricul­

ture for the West Indies received requests from 
several of the West Indian islands for the introduc­
tion from different parts of the tropics of notable 
varieties or types of coconuts, particularly thè 
“ Dwarf ” coconut of the Federated Malay States. 
In response to these requests, and believing that it 
would be of much advantage to have a general col­
lection of types in the West Indies, the Imperial 
Commissioner wrote to the Director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, suggesting that Kew might 
communicate with the various agricultural authori­
ties in the different tropical countries, with a view 
to obtaining for the WTest Indies a supply of the 
main types of coconuts of economic value at present 
recognised. As a result, in July, 1921, a supply 
of “dwarf” nuts and of nuts marked “red” and 
“green” were received from the Director of Agricul­
ture, Federated Malay States, and these nuts were 
distributed from Barbados to all islands under 
British administration between Trinidad and St. 
Kitts, where they were taken charge of and planted 
by the resident agricultural officers.

Next month a quantity of nuts were received 
from Malabar, Southern India. These consisted of 
two varieties or types : the “ Nicobar” and the 
“West Coast” variety. Some of each were likewise 
distributed. In March of the same year 50 sacks of 
the famous San Ramon nuts were received from the 
Director of Agriculture, Philippines, and likewise 
forwarded to each Colony. During the present year 
a further interesting supply of coconuts was received 
from the Director of Agriculture, Ceylon. These 
consisted of eight varieties from a private collection 
of trees in Ceylon, all of which were sent to Trinidad, 
it being felt that the best procedure is first to estab-s 
fish a collection in one island. Trinidad, for several 
reasons, was considered the most appropriate. In 
course of time other varieties of nuts are likely to 
be received, and the collection in Trinidad is likely 
Lo become one of considerable interest and import­
ance.

Unfortunately, the viability of the coconut is not 
as great as one might think from its exterior. The 
Malabar nuts sent to St. Lucia and Antigua, for 
example, failed to germinate; many of the other 
nuts, when received in Barbados, had started to 
sprout, and when planted out some of them died 
back. But a fair proportion of the nuts received 
have been successfully raised, and in due course 
should afford, as already stated, an interesting and 
important collection for study and comparison not 
only amongst themselves, but with West Indian 
types. It may be noted in this connection that the 
best-regarded type in tropical America is the ban 
Blas nut of Panama, which is a small nut with a 
large percentage of “meat.” This variety, w ic 
should be included in the Trinidad collection, is 
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under cultivation in some of the West Indian 
islands.

The Question of Silage.
In Tortola and the other Virgin islands, the cattle 

industry suffered during the first half of this year 
fiom dry weather. Owing to the failure of pastures, 
cattle had to be sold below their value. Now comes 
the information that the demand has fallen off alto­
gether, especially in respect of the St. Ihomas 
market. Stock-owners in Tortola have much stock 
on hand which is unsaleable.

In connection with stock-feeding in times of 
drought, the success of the recent silo-pit experi­
ment in Barbuda is interesting and important. A 
pit 35 feet long by 15 feet wide and about 2| feet 
deep was filled with cut Guinea corn stains and 
Guinea grass on February 20th last. The pit was 
covered the following day, being topped up to the 
height of about 5 feet. A week later, when shrinkage 
had taken place, some more earth was placed on 
the top. The pit was opened on June 9th last, and 
the silage was fed about every other day to forty' 
five cattle until July 10th, when it was finished. 
The cattle ate the ensilage readily, and, after the 
first morning, were found waiting at the pit for the 
ration to be issued. It was, however, noticed that 
the animals preferred the Guinea corn stalks to the 
Guinea grass. It is estimated that the cattle con­
sumed the ensilage at the rate of 1| cubic foot per 
head per day.

Silos, as is well known, are regarded as important 
adjuncts in the dry zone of Jamaica, and the 
Department of Agriculture of that Colony has 
clearly demonstrated their value; even Antigua has 
silos. These, however, are tower silos. The pit­
silo which is referred to above is of special interest 
and importance because it does not entail anything 
like as much capital outlay as the tower variety, 
and is therefore within the means of even the 
smallest livestock owner of the most diminutive 
island. -------------

A BOON TO THE BAHAMAS.
Prohibition in the United States is a great boon 

to the Bahamas, said Sir Daniel Tudor, in 
the course of an interview with the correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph in Montreal. Officially 
said Sir Daniel, the American drought had n .t 
affected the Bahamas, but, as a matter of fact, 
as is well known, enormous quantities of liquor 
imported into these islands eventually find their 
way to American cellars. A curious feature 
of the rum-running traffic, Sir Danie1! Tudor re­
marked, is the revival of the ancient piracy business 
of the Spanish Main, with the difference that to-day, 
instead of pirates attacking galleons laden with 
treasure, they are directing their attention to at­
tacks on venturesome rum-running crafts containing 
almost equally valuable cargoes of spirits, ship­
sinking frequently resulting from these small sea 
battles. .

Sir Daniel did not point out that the Colony s 
motto is “ Expulsis Piratis Restituta Commercia.” 
Now, however, it would appear that the revival of 
commerce synchronises with the return of the 
pirates !
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TREATMENT OF PELLAGRA. THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION.

Experiments in Barbados.
Of the various theories as to the cause of Pellagra, 

or Psilosis Pigmentosa, that propounded by Dr. 
Louis Sambon, who attributed the disease to a 
particular species of fly, for long held the field. 
Now, however, Professors Scala and Allessandrini, 
of the Institute of Tropical Hygiene of the Univer­
sity of Rome, have concluded as a result of their 
researches that. Pellagra is an acid intoxication 
caused by silica in colloidal solution in the water 
supply, which must have its origin in a clay soil or 
pass through it.

Through the instrumentality of Mr. Joshua 
Baeza, practical tests have been made in Barbados 
of the treatment advocated by the Italian Profes­
sors in the light of this view. The treatment con­
sists of a ten per cent, solution of trisodium citrate 
injected intramuscularly with no change of diet, 
except that the patients are required to drink 
freely of lime-water. By arrangement with the 
Poor Law Guardians and with the consent of the 
patients, a trial was made with the pellagrins in the 
almshouse, who were divided into two groups. 
Trisodium is not to be obtained in Barbados, so 
that sodium citrate had to be substituted. Of the 
twelve pellagrins in group “ A ” who were given 
sodium citrate (females intravenously, males 
orally), with ordinary diet, by June 30th, seven had 
been discharged as cured, one had improved, one 
was still in the Institution, and three died. Group 
“B” were given the usual pellagrous treatment, 
that is, a more nutritious diet, with cod liver oil and 
other tonics. Of the seven in this group, two were 
discharged as cured, one showed slight improve­
ment, three had not improved, and one died.

Some of the above results were complicated by 
the presence of syphilis. Although not at present 
conclusive, they appear distinctly encouraging, and 
the progress of the further experiments which are 
being carried out, will be watched with the greatest 
interest.

BRAINS AND BANANAS.
There was once a popular idea that a fish diet 

was specially good for the brain; but that was ex­
ploded by science long ago. As a matter of fact, 
the phosphorus in fish does service to the joints and 
not to the head. The one merit that fish possesses 
is that it is easily digested, and blood is not there­
fore drawn from the brain to aid the digestive 
organs.

By an alliterative coincidence the three things 
which physicians hold to be best for the brains are, 
says the Kalamazoo Star, bananas, bacon and 
brushes. Bananas have in them that which directly 
feeds the grey matter of the brain. Their content 
of sugar is excellent. Sugar, in any form, is ener­
gising to the body, and as brain and body are 
closely allied, anything which reduces bodily fatigue 
helps the brain. Mental workers know the heavy 
mental strain of working when the body is tired.

Bacon is said to be a good food for the brain­
worker, because pork excites the imagination. A

(Continued at foot of next column.)

Facts and Figures of Tropical Disease.

Interesting facts concerning the increasingly suc­
cessful world campaign against tropical diseases are 
revealed by a review of the Rockefeller Founda­
tion’s work in 1921, written by Mr. George E. 
Vincent, its President.

During his visit to Ecuador, Peru, and Yucatan 
in 1918 to 1920, Dr. Noguchi isolated the germ that 
is believed to be the inciting cause of yellow fever, 
preparing from it a vaccine and serum. Experience 
with these up to the end of last vear indicates that 
the former, when properly administered, affords a 
marked protection against attacks of yellow fever, 
and that the latter, if used on or before the third 
day of the onset of the disease, reduces the mortality 
in a striking way. Thus in Peru, of a group of 50 
non-immune soldiers who were being sent into an 
infected district, 25 were vaccinated and 25 were 
left unvaccinated. Of the latter group, 20 con­
tracted vellow fever, whilst the former escaped en­
tirely. Again, of 12 yellow fever patients in Belize 
who were treated with the serum on or before the 
third day, all but one recovered. Until yellow 
fever is eradicated at its source, the vaccine and 
serum promise to be the most valuable means of 
prevention and cure. The outlook is encouraging, 
says the report, although it is too early to proclaim 
a complete victory.

As regards hookworm, what can be effected by 
proper methods of control is shown by the story of 
an intensive campaign carried on in Virginia. 
When this was started in 1910, no fewer than 82 
per cent, of the school children in that State were 
found to be infected. Fifteen months later, as the 
result of organised propaganda and treatment, the 
infection was reduced to 35 per cent. A third sur­
vey made last year showed the almost negligible 
infection of 2.2 per cent., the resulting change to the 
life and work of the community being unmistakable.

It is to be hoped that equally satisfactory results 
will attend the anti-hookworm campaign being 
waged in many of the British West Indian Islands, 
and notably in Jamaica. In this connection it is 
relevant to recall that according to the report of the 
Jamaica Hookworm Commission for June last, of 
2,148 prisoners examined on admission to the St. 
Catherine District Prison, 71 per cent, were found 
to be infected. The United Fruit Company have 
set a useful example by appointing a full-time sani- 
tary inspector for their estates in this area.

(Continued from previous column.) 
well-known writer of exciting stories confesses that 
his inspiration comes from pork chops. So, bacon 
for the brain. There remains the brush. Probably 
nine persons out of ten scratch their heads when 
they feel a sort of temporary hold-up in the action 
of their brains. That is nature’s stimulus to the 
grey matter. Rub your head and you bring the 
blood to the excited part. That is what your brain 
needs—more blood. Hence the vigorous use of a 
stiff-bristled brush will, by exciting the scalp, bring 
blood to the brain and invigorate it.

So if you are a busy brain-worker, try bananas, 
bacon and a brush.”
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

An important use for yellow palm oil, says 
“Agricola” in Imperial Commerce, is in the Welsh 
tinplate industry, where the oil, commonly mixed 
with cottonseed oil and certain mineral oils, is em­
ployed for coating the heated iron plates prepara­
tory to the 66 tinning ” process, with the object of 
preventing oxidation.

* * *
Excellent results have been obtained by Dr. Oscar 

Loew, of the Porto Rico Experiment Station, in the 
direction of the partial sterilisation of soil with com­
mercial chloride of lime. An application at the 
rate of two tons to the acre had the effect of con­
siderably increasing the crops with which the ex­
periments were made.

* * *
Potash deposits said to contain many million 

tons of the crude mineral are being exploited in 
Spain. They exist in the Province of Lerida, and 
it is anticipated that not only will the whole of the 
potash required for fertiliser purposes in Spain be 
produced from them, but that there will be large 
supplies available for export.

* * *
The official forecast of the principal agricultural. 

crops of India for the season 1921-22 gives the esti­
mate for cane sugar as 2,592,000 tons; for cotton, 
4,463,000 bales; for sesamum, 515,000 tons; for 
indigo, 60,000 cwts.; for ground nuts, 920,000 tons ; 
for rice, 32,994,000 tons; for linseed, 434,000 tons; 
for rape and mustard, 1,142,000 tons; and for 
wheat, 9,818,000 tons.

* * *
One of the greatest forest products developments 

which has taken place in Canada of recent years 
has been the manufacture of paner pulp. In New 
Brunswick, 89,069 tons were produced in 1921, of 
which 82,356 tons were exported, and in Nova 
Scotia the production was 23,384 tons, of which 
the entire amount was exported. Altogether about 
two thousand men were employed in the industry.

* * *
Canada supplies at the present time between 85 

per cent, and 90 per cent, of the world’s supply of 
asbestos. The deposits occur in the Province of 
Quebec, in a long and narrow zone of serpentine 
rock which enters Canada from the south near Lake 
Memphremagog, and extends in a north-easterly 
direction into the Gaspe Peninsula. During 1920, 
the output of asbestos from the Quebec mines was 
174,521 tons. About 80 per cent, of the production 
goes to the United States.

* * *
There is a growing demand for tropical and semi- 

tropical fruit in the United Kingdom, the Board of 
1 rade Returns showing that during the period 
January to July of the present year, no less than 
6,267,551 bunches of bananas, 5,301,487 cwts. of 
oranges, and 611,059 cwts. of lemons, limes, and 
other citrus fruits were imported. During the cor­
responding period of 1921, the imports were : 
bananaSj 5,148,852 bunches; oranges, 4,192,478 
cwts., and other citrus fruits, 465,114 cwts.

Particularly in France, and sometimes in this 
country, plagues of cockchafers occur, especially in 
dry seasons, which, in their way, do considerable 
damage to vegetation. These weird insects can, 
however, be used as food for poultry and pigs, 
although the proportion of nitrogen is on the 
high side for the purpose. With fowls, however, 
the quality of the eggs is affected prejudicially, and 
with pigs their use as food has to be suspended some 
time before slaughtering, as otherwise the flesh has 
an unpleasant taste. In Germany they have been 
dried in the summer months for use in the winter.

* * #
The most important textile plant jn China is 

ramie (Bochmeria nivea). It is mostly grown in 
valleys, but in the warmer parts of the country is 
cultivated at altitudes up to 4,000 feet. Ramie 
gives what is probably the strongest and finest fibre 
known, which, although rather lacking in elasticity, 
is less affected by damp than any other fibre. It 
takes takes dyes readily, and in Japan is used in the 
making of imitation silk garments. Ramie fibre is 
largely consumed for ropes, lines, nets, canvas, etc., 
and is employed in the manufacture of gas mantles, 
for which it is particularly suited. Paper can also 
be prepared from it. The exports of grass cloth 
made from ramie from China in 1919 were valued 
at £994,000.

* * *

On the West Coast of Malabar, the class of raw 
sugar known as jaggery is manufactured for local 
consumption from the juice of the coco-nut palm, 
obtained from the inflorescence. The proportion of 
sucrose in the juice is about the same as in cane 
juice, but only traces of glucose are present, and the 
juice is clear and colourless. The Agricultural 
Journal of India (Vol. XVII., Part IV.) contains 
an article giving the results of experiments con­
ducted with a view to improvement in the manu­
facturing process, which point to the advantage to 
be derived from the use of alum after liming in 
clarification. Whether the value of the sugar 
manufactured compensates for the loss of nuts— 
for, of course, the yield of these is less when sugar 
is made—is an open question, hinging on the value 
of labour.

* * *
It is extremely doubtful how far modern inks, 

with their basis of aniline dye, and thus particu­
larly subject to chemical changes, will stand the 
test of time, but they certainly will not compare in 
this respect with the old Chinese ink prepared with 
finely divided carbon. The original method of pre­
paration of this ink is described by Mr. C. A. 
Mitchell in his first Cantor lecture, published in the 
Journal of the Society of Arts of August 4th, the 
description being taken from a remarkably perfect 
Chinese manuscript of 2697 b.c. The oil or vege­
table matter from which the carbon was made was 
burned with a limited supply of air, and the smoke 
collected in cold terra-cotta receivers, skill being 
required to stop the process at the right moment to 
prevent the lamp black becoming yellow. It was 
then sifted, dried, mixed with a strained solution of 
glue, pounded for hours, and moulded into cakes, 
which were dried in the ash from rice-straw.



404 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. August 31, 1922.

JAMAICA GOVERNORS.

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XI.—Sir Francis Watson, President.

On the death of Albemarle in October, 1688, and 
in the absence of Modyford, the government de­
volved on Sir Francis Watson, the senior member, 
and the rest of the Council. Watson appears as 
Lieutenant-Governor in the Journals of the House 
of Assembly, but he was really only President of 
the Council and primus inter pares, and he got into 
serious trouble by trying to assume the powers of 
Governor. His commission as Deputy-Governor to 
the Duke of Albemarle apparently ceased with the 
Duke’s death.

Of Watson’s origin there is little record. He 
himself said in 1689, in writing to the King, that he 
had served for nearly forty years under Lord- 
General Monk and their late Majesties. It is pos­
sible that he may have been the Francis Watson 
mentioned in 1675 by Edward Cranfield in his 
Narrative of Proceedings for bringing the Suri­
namers to Jamaica, as a Surinamer who owed 
21,733 lbs. of sugar to Matthew Hide, and again in 
June, 1676 as a proposed immigrant to Jamaica. 
Le Neve, in his “Collection of Knights,” mentions : 
“Sir Francis Watson of . . . Knighted at White­
hall, 22 Feb. 1677.”

Charles Wise, who writes very fully of the Watson 
family in his work entitled “Rockingham Castle 
and the Watsons” (London, 1891), does not refer 
to him. There is no mention of him in the County 
histories of Rutlandshire, Northamptonshire, 
Cheshire and Kent (Baker, Bridges, Morton, Blore, 
Omerod, Hasted, Wright, etc.). It is very possible 
that he may have descended from one of the 
younger branches of the Edward Watson of Lyd- 
dington, Co. Rutland, but there is no printed infor­
mation confirming this.

From his will we learn that he was a friend of 
Thomas Betterton, the actor and dramatist, and in 
the life of the latter in the “Dictionary of National 
Biography” we read :—

“Betterton. embarked (1692) a sum of ^8,000, ^6,000 
of which were advanced by the famous Dr. Radcliffe, 
in a venture to the East Indies undertaken by a 
friend, Sir Francis Watson, Bart. The speculation 
was successful, but the vessel on the return voyage, 
after arriving safely in Ireland, was seized by the 
French in the Channel. The entire savings of 
Betterton appear to' have been sunk in this specula­
tion. Sir Francis Watson is said to have died of his 
loss, leaving a daughter Elizabeth, aged about 
fifteen, whom Betterton adopted and who subsequently 
married Bowman the player. The outlines of this 
story are supplied by Gildon (‘ Life of Betterton ’) 
the filling up is due to a correspondent of the 
‘ Biographia Britannica,’ who elected to remain 
anonymous, and who was too discreet, as were all 
authorities of the day, to mention the name of Sir 
Francis.”

The date given for the venture, 1692, is wrong; 
Watson died in 1691. This is all that can be 
gleaned of his life outside Jamaica.

In March, 1677, Sir Thomas Lynch by deed poll 

conveyed to Francis Watson 2,000 acres of wood­
land and 1,000 acres of savanna on the Porus river.

In January, 1677-78 a commission was granted 
to Sir Francis Watson to be Major-General of the 
Forces in Jamaica, and in March he was named 
second of the Councillors whom Carlisle was to 
summon on his arrival. On the 22nd of December, 
1678, he married at St. Catherine, Elizabeth, widow 
of Captain Anthony Collier, of Seven Plantations. 
He was sent home in the following year with letters 
for the King (who received him on the 9th of July) 
to “negotiate the ancient system of making laws,” 
Carlisle intending to go himself if Watson failed in 
his mission. In October Watson put before the 
Lords of Trade and Plantations a list of the stores 
required by Jamaica (100 barrels of powder, 30 
guns for the new fort, 50 recruits for the two com­
panies, and a good fourth-rate frigate to defend the 
harbour), but the soldiers and frigate he also asked 
for were decided against. A little later he submitted 
in London the Objections made by the Assembly to 
the laws transmitted by the King.

With Sir Thomas Lynch and Lord Vaughan he 
was asked by the Lords of Trade and Plantations 
to put in writing what he knew of the Government 
of Jamaica since the Restoration. In January, 
1680-81 the Lords of Trade recommended that 
Watson (“who is suddenly returning to Jamaica”) 
should instruct Carlisle to follow his Instructions of 
the 28th May in dealing with Jamaica, which was 
in a very unsettled condition. Early in 1681 
Watson was back in the colony, and had given 
Carlisle a letter from Coventry and a verbal mes­
sage from the King granting him permission to re­
turn to England.

In November, 1680, he was a judge of the 
Supreme Court. He must have retired at some 
time, for in March, 1687-88, when Bourden resigned 
his judgeship and Albemarle appointed Elletson 
Chief Justice in succession to Bernard, Watson was 
put in Bourden’s place.

In July, 1681, when the Lords of Trade and Plan­
tations issued Lynch’s commission as Governor, 
they recommended the revoking of the commission 
of Sir Henry Morgan and Sir Francis Watson as 
Lieut.-General and Major-General respectively, and 
in September the King revoked them. In the fol­
lowing year, however, a warrant was sent to Lynch 
authorising him to put Watson into the Council. 
In October, 1683, he and Ballard were in a minority 
in favour of keeping Sir Henry Morgan a member of 
the Council, when the Council decided to deprive 
him of all offices, and he was apparently considered 
as one of Morgan’s adherents. In 1683 he patented 
1,235 acres in Clarendon. On the 12th of February, 
1683-84 he sailed for England with despatches from 
Lynch.

In November, 1688, George Reid, writing home 
to Father Churchill telling him of Albemarle’s death, 
said, “It is generally wished here that Mr. Constable 
may become Governor and Sir Francis Watson 
Deputy Governor.” George Reid was at that time 
appointed a member of the Council. He had been 
elected member for St. John in July, and may have 
been the father of George Reid, who in 1716 was 
Member of Assembly for St. Thomas-in-the-Vale. 
William Constable was Agent for the King in



August 31,1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 405

respect to his tenths of the treasure from the wreck 
off Hispaniola.

On November 30th, 1688, the King wrote to 
Watson that, having heard of the Duke of Albe­
marle’s death, he had ordered Lieut.-Governor 
Molesworth to repair to Jamaica and assume the 
Government.

“ We intend to restore all things relating to the 
Government to the state in which they were on the 
Duke’s arrival. We hear that the Assembly continues 
its Sessions since his death without legal authority, 
and we hereby declare all their acts and proceedings 
since his death to be null and void; nor shall any 
new ' Assembly be summoned until Lieutenant- 
Governor Molesworth or a new Governor arrive. 
You will pursue the methods of administration that 
were followed by Sir Thomas Lynch, and no fines or 
forfeitures shall be levied until Lieutenant-Governor 
Molesworth’s arrival.”

The Attorney-General (Symon Musgrave), in a 
long account of abuses existing under Albemarle, 
dated March 12th, 1688-89, to the Lords of Trade 
and Plantations, says : “Sir Francis Watson, 
though expressly named President in the King’s 
letter, persists in acting as Governor, and has called 
a Council of War and put the island under martial 
government, under the shelter of which the Chief 
Justice and Colonel Needham, both much indebted 
here and at home, hope to escape from the island” ; 
but the King’s letter, filed in the Record Office, was 
addressed : “To our trusty and well-beloved Sir 
Francis Watson, Knt., our President and the rest 
of our Council of Jamaica.”

On March 15th, 1688-89, Watson wrote to the 
Lords of Trade and Plantations, “I have prorogued 
the Assembly to 22 April next.” On the 6th of 
June he wrote to them :

“ Though I have frequently addressed your Lord­
ships since the Duke of Albemarle’s death, I have re­
ceived no, answer, so that I greatly suspect my letters 
have been detained, and the feelings of the people 
misrepresented by men of a contrary bias to the good 
of the Island. (I send copy of an address sent home 
by His late Grace through Major Knight, which sets 
forth the true and genuine state of the inhabitants’ 
grievances.) And I am confirmed in my opinion by 
the directions of his late and present Majesty in un­
doing all the work done since the death of the Duke of 
Albemarle, which was in accordance with his Grace’s 
methods; whereby the memory of so great and good a 
man is eclipsed. He was generally lamented here, 
especially by the planters, and he procured a per­
petual Revenue Bill such as no Governor before him 
had been able to procure. I have recalled my pro­
clamation of martial law in obedience to the King’s 
orders. I must observe that the Session of the 
Assembly after the Duke’s death was not illegal as is 
alleged, it was called by writ in the late King’s name 
and sat according to precedent. There were but three 
Roman Catholics in the Militia, who at once quitted 
their commands. I have also laid aside the title of 
Governor in obedience to the King’s orders, though 
I assumed it in accordance with every precedent to 
Colonel Doyley’s time and by advice of the Crown’s 
law-officers. The Council is so diminished by sick­
ness that I was forced to take two suspended Coun­
cillors, Colonels Walker and Ivy, back into it. On 
Colonel Molesworth’s arrival I shall readily submit the 
government to him, though I think that my forty 
years of service might plead somewhat for me.”

SAN GLORIA.

Christopher Columbus visited San Gloria Bay (now 
St. Ann’s Bay), Jamaica, in 1494. In 1503 he was 
shipwrecked on its reef.

0 Captain of wide western seas,
VI here Death embays thy vessel’s bow, 

Dost thou remember things like these ?

Bright sands, strange commonwealths of trees 
That watched from far thy plunging prow, 

Dost thou remember things like these ?
San Gloria’s circling mountain frieze

Her blue bay mirrors; seest thou ?
Dost thou remember things like these ?

The fire-fly through the forest flees
And frets with gold the night-black bough,

O Captain of wide western seas I

Still thundering, the insurgent seas
Roar round the rough reef’s ragged brow— 

Dost thou remember things like these ?

0 Captain of wide western seas,
Dost thou remember things like these ?

Hear our dark island woodlands sough, 
O Captain of wide western seas,

Where thy strong soul inhabits now!
T. H. MacDermot.

OBITUARY.
Mr. George S. Pomeroy.

We regret to state that news has been received 
in Barbados that Mr. George S. Pomeroy, pro­
prietor of the Hotel Pomeroy (formerly the Marine 
Hotel), has been killed in America in a motor-car 
accident.

Mr. Pomeroy, whose home was in Portland, Maine, 
first came to Barbados in 1887 as manager of the 
Marine Hotel, of which he subsequently became pro­
prietor, spending every winter season in the Island. 
“During this time,” writes Mr. W. R. Dunlop, “Mr. 
Pomeroy’s name became a household word in the 
West Indies, his cheerful, entertaining personality 
making him a most popular proprietor. A self-made 
man, who rosé from being an office-boy to something 
approaching a millionaire, those who knew him, 
well appreciated the kindness of his heart, and 
relished his ready wit and the never failing geniality 
of his disposition.”

It is understood that the Interdepartmental Com­
mittee which is sitting to consider the question of 
Colonial Income Tax in relation to that of the 
United Kingdom contemplates one or two more 
sittings in the autumn ; but that it proposes to issue 
the promised model Colonial Income Tax Ordinance 
in time for the next year’s financial legislation in 
the West Indies.

A few subscriptions to The West India Commit­
tee for the current year are still outstanding. These 
may be paid to any branch of the Colonial Bank, 
the Royal Bank of Canada, the Bank of Nova 
Scotia or the Canadian Bank of Commerce or sent 
direct to the Secretary, 15, Seething Lane.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Antigua’s Onion Crop.
The past season’s business of the Antigua Onion 

Growers’ Association closed on May 5th last, a total 
of 2,476 crates having been exported during the 
season.

Vicissitudes of a Barbados Estate.
At the beginning of August, rain was still reported 

to be much needed, especially in Christ Church and 
St. Michael. In St. Andrew’s and St. Joseph reap­
ing operations were then still dragging on.—The 
Advocate of Aug. 1st states that the Government have 
called upon Mr. Lingwood, the Colonial Engineer and 
Manager of the Water Works to resign on the ground 
of age, and has put down a bill to vote him a pension 
of ^600 a year, the amount of his salary.—Canon 
H. A. Dalton, D.D., who is retiring from the head- 
mastership of Harrison College after a sixteen years 
connection with that Institution, will be succeeded by 
Mr. A. Somers-Cocks, M.A. Mr. Russ, an assistant 
master, has also resigned.—Mr. Rickman, the Income 
Tax expert, left the Island for Jamaica on June 26th. 
A bill to amend the Income Tax Act in the light of 
Mr. Rickman’s recommendations, was read a second 
time in the House of Assembly on July 18th, after 
which the House adjourned for a fortnight.—Rugby 
Plantation, St. Thomas, with an area of 41 acres, has 
been sold by Mr. T. H. Lashley to Mr. F. G. Inniss for 
^5,000. Mr. Lashley bought the estate in January, 
1919, for ^15,800, and resold it a year later for ^19,500, 
buying it back in January of this year for ^6,500.

The Barbados Customs Tariff Amendment Act, 
which came into force on May 7th, in dealing with 
spirits provides for a flat rate per liquid gallon when 
the spirits are of proof or under, with the same rate 
per proof gallon when they are overproof. The prefer­
ential rates are : For brandy, whisky, cordials and 
liqueurs (including bitters), 15s. per gallon; gin and 
rum, ios. per gallon; Bay rum, 5s. per gallon; and 
unenumerated spirits, potable or non-potable, 10s. per 
gallon. The surtax on foreign spirits is in each case 
2s. 6d. per liquid and proof gallon respectively.

Drainage and Irrigation in British Guiana.
The decision of the Government to withdraw all 

temporary increases and bonus to members of the 
Civil Service as from January 1st next has caused 
considerable dissatisfaction among the Colony’s public 
officials, who have prepared a petition to the Secretary 
of State, protesting against the reduction. Elected 
members have agreed to defer coming to any decision 
on the question of salaries until they are in a position 
at the end of the year to ascertain the true financial 
position of the Colony.—In a letter to the Chronicle of 
July 21st, Viscount Dunsford writes to correct the im­
pression that his firm, Messrs. Bernard Scholle & Co., 
made a very large profit out of the recent Million 
Pound Loian. He points out that although the pur­
chase price was 96 per cent., and the loan was issued 
to the public in London at 99! per cent., less than one 
per cent, remained to the company after paying under­
writing commission, etc.—The Directors of the Schoon 
Ord Estates, Ltd., have decided that in the future the 
canes grown on Pin.Schoon Ord will be ground at Pin. 
Versailles.—The Governor has informed a Deputation 

of Elected Members of the Court of Policy that he 
intends to appoint a Committee to consider what steps 
should be taken towards providing irrigation atid 
drainage.—The British Guiana Labour Union, which 
was established in 1919, has been duly registered un­
der the Trades Union Ordinance of last year.—Mr. 
L. D. Cleare, of the firm of S. Davson & Co., has been 
offered the post of Government Entomologist in suc­
cession to Mr. G. E- Bodkin.—Expeditions are being 
made up the Corentyne and Berbice Rivers in the hope 
of locating gold and diamonds. It is believed that the 
Corentyne expedition has already been partially suc­
cessful in tracing diamonds.—Captain A. A. de 
Gonzaque, one of the senior captains in the Sproston 
Line, was drowned in the Essequebo River on July 
20th, whilst making a sounding from the launch Ira.

At the annual general meeting of the Sugar 
Planters’ Association, held on July 17th, Mr. E. Wal­
cott stated that from private sources he learnt that if 
a deputation was sent from British Guiana to Canada 
with full powers to negotiate Free Trade they would 
undoubtedly receive a very sympathetic hearing and 
consideration from the Canadian Government, and he 
proposed that the Hon. R. E. Brassington should move 
the question in the Court of Policy and ultimately 
arrange to proceed to Canada as the Colony’s Delegate 
with Mr. A. P. Sherlock, who might be induced to 
cross over from England and join Mr. Brassington in 
laying these proposals before the Canadian Author­
ities. This was unanimously agreed to, and the chair­
man promised to give the matter his early attention.

Reclamation Work in British Honduras.
The Hon. A. R. Usher, writing on August 8th, 

states that the Jefferson Construction Company, who 
are now engaged in dredging the Bar of the Belize 
River, and on reclamation work at Fort George, 
have submitted a rough estimate of the cost of 
bringing water from the Sibun River by pipes to 
Belize, amounting to about $268,000. This is under 
consideration.—His Excellency Sir Eyre Hutson 
was due to go on leave on the 24th of this month. 
Lieut.-Colonel Smith will administer the Government 
in his absence.

Sulphuric Acid for Dominica.
Sulphuric acid, which the Collector of Customs is 

satisfied is imported for the manufacture of citric 
acid, has been added to the list of articles which 
may be imported free of duty.

A Grenada Agricultural Exhibition.

Mr. E. P- Smith, writing on August 3rd, states 
that an agricultural and industrial exhibition under 
the auspices of the Agricultural and Commercial 
Society and the Chamber of Commerce, is being 
arranged for the month of December next.—A guaran­
tee fund to cover expenses of the colony’s partici­
pation in the British Empire Exhibition scheduled 
to take place in 1924 has been inaugurated by the 
Agricultural and Commercial Society, and a great 
deal of interest is being aroused.—The two-day race 
meeting in St. George’s, fixed for August 7th and 8th, 
promised to be a great success. The St. Vincent and 
St. Lucia ponies arrived on July 30th on the schooner 
Columbia, and appear to be in fine form. The pro­
ceeds of the meeting will go towards the fund for 
erecting a new grandstand.—The distribution of 
manures to agriculturists by the Government has now 
been completed, the Department of Agriculture having 
apparently had a busy time. Altogether about 620
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tons, costing approximately £7,389, were distributed 
under a credit scheme.—The maritime inhabitants of 
Carriacou are determined to keep on building sailing 
vessels, two or three large schooners having recently 
been turned out, one of which is now being ad­
measured by the Shipping Controller in St. George’s. 
—Mr. J. Bain Wells, who recently sustained two frac­
tures in a fall over a 40-foot drop when riding a motor­
cycle, has been able to return to his home from the 
Colonial Hospital, where he had been under treatment 
since the accident occurred.

Jamaica and the Panama Disease.
The Governor and Lady Probyn travelled to 

Hanover on July 28th to open two new bridges, one 
over the Gordon River, and the other over the Green 
Island River.—In the Gleaner of August 3rd, Major 
Malcolm pays a tribute to the energetic manner in 
which the Agricultural Department are tackling the 
serious epidemic; which has been diagnosed as 
neurotic-stomachtitis, that is infecting the island’s 
cattle.—The first meeting of the Jamaica People’s 
Association, the objects oi which are to take an in­
terest in all matters affecting the welfare of the British 
Throne and Empire, and to co-operate loyally with 
the administration in all that makes for the advance­
ment of Jamaica and its inhabitants, was held on 
a recent date. Mr. F. A. Judah has been elected 
a member of the Kingston City Council in succession 
to Dr. R. A. Logan, defeating Mr. T. A. Gayle by 
twelve votes.—The United Fruit Company have sent 
to the Jamaica Agricultural Society a report on a spe­
cial shipment of China bananas sent to Philadelphia 
this summer. The opinion of the trade appears to be 
that the appearance of the fruit is very much against 
it, and that it would only sell to advantage during a 
severe shortage of bananas, and then probably at not 
over 60 to 70 per cent, of the value of the regular 
variety. A perfectly ripe finger was described as 
tasting like breadfruit, of a tough, lumpy texture, and 
before being thoroughly masticated lost its flavour and 
tasted more like raw corn starch than bananas.—The 
question of the Panama Disease was raised at the half- 
yearly meeting of the Agricultural Society on July 
27th on serious reports from the branch Societies. Mr. 
Sutherland, the Inspector of Plant Diseases, pointed 
out that merely taking out the affected root had no 
effect in preventing the spread of the disease, but that 
all the trees a chain away must be removed.

St. Kitts’ Sugar Crop.
Mr. E. J. Shelford, writing on August 4th, states 

that the St. Kitts (Basseterre) Sugar Factory, Ltd., 
finished crop on the 22nd ult. with a total of 8,426 tons 
crystals, made from 74,277 tons canes delivened, giving 
an average of 8.81 tons of canes to the ton of sugar. 
The estates in the Christ Church and St. Mary’s Cayon 
Parishes reaped good crops, the returns varying from 
25 to 21 tons of canes per acre, Stapleton Estate, in 
St. Peter’s Parish, being the only estate outside of this 
area with a return of over 20 tons per acre. The Basse­
terre Valley Estate’s crops were again very light this 
season, for which the drought is not entirely respon­
sible.—Owing to persistent motor engine troubles, the 
water transport service of canes inaugurated this year 
has been a failure. It would seem that a good, ser­
viceable steam tug would solve the difficulty.—-The 
Company have started work in earnest on the railway 
extension, labourers from Anguilla having been intro­
duced to assist with the undertaking. The Capisterre 
Factory Co., Ltd., has unfortunately come to grief, 
and is now in the hands of the Receiver. It is doubt­
ful if a great deal of the material will ever be disposed 

of. The failure of this scheme has hit the North Side 
Estate Owners very hardly, and the only hope for 
them now is the extension of the Basseterre Factory 
system. Cotton picking has commenced on some 
Estates; owing to persistent dry weather, it is ex­
pected that returns will be lighter than usual this 
season. The cotton worm has been unusually trouble­
some—but the pink bollworm does not appear to 
affect the yield erf the early cotton seriously.

A St. Lucia Banana Industry.
The Agricultural and Commercial Society, at their 

meeting on July 20th, Hon. G. M. Peter presiding, 
decided to recommend the nomination of His Honour 
E- D. Laborde, I.S.U., Mr. Frank Barnard and Mr. 
Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G., to represent St. Lucia in 
connection with the British Empire Exhibition, 1924. 
A letter was read from Mr. G. C. Cook, Special Repre­
sentative of the Canadian Government Merchant 
Marine, stating that he was “making a fight” for a 
weekly service by the line next year with faster and 
larger ships, whose ’tween decks would be fitted for 
carrying fruit (as in the case of the Clyde Raporel 
ships) to leave Dominica and St. Lucia fortnightly. 
He required a guarantee from local planters that 
they could supply from April next onwards, at least 
20,000 bunches of bananas per fortnight. Mr. Niles, 
the Acting Agricultural Superintendent, informed 
the meeting (says the Voice) that he considered it 
would be possible for St. Lucia to obtain the benefit 
of three or four years good trade before any banana 
disease was likely to make itself felt. It was decided 
to request the Administrator to obtain from the 
Department of Agriculture a report on the possibility 
of obtaining a sufficient quantity of fruit.—Mr. Hath­
away has arrived on the Island to take charge of the 
Wireless Station. 

WANTS.
Small “ Want ” advertisements will be accepted for jfublica- 

tion under this heading at the rate of 3f6 for three 
lines and If- for each additional line.

A Coffee Officer is required for the Uganda Government 
Service, to be responsible under the Director of Agriculture 
for promoting the extension and improvement of coffee pro­
duction in the Protectorate. Sound knowledge of the culti­
vation and treatment of the coffee plant and of the 
preparation of coffee for the market essential. Costa 
Rican, Jamaican, or Ind’an experience preferred. Salary 
¿£."■00 per annum, with free quarters, or an allowance in lieu 
thereof, and free first-class passages. Temporary engage­
ment for one tour of from 20 to 30 months’ residence in the 
first instance. Leave according to East African Regula­
tions. Non-pensionable. Applicants should apply to the 
Assistant Private Secretary (Appointments), Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, S.W.l.

Cassava Flour or Starch.—Advertiser would greatly 
appreciate any practical information on the manner and cost 
of preparation of this in the West Indies from any fellow 
member of The West India Committee.—Answers to 
“Major,” c/o H. W. Hall, 42, Old Broad Street, E.C.

Lady travelling to Demerara in September would like 
another lady to assist her on board to destination or near 
port. Has been very ill. Half passage in exchange. 
—Reply to “ T. G.”, c/o The West India Committee 
Circular, 15, Seething Lane, London, E.C.3.

MARRIAGE.
Farquharson-Wrightson.—On the 16th August, at St. 

Stephen’s Church, Gloucester Road, London, by the Rev. 
I. Lloyd-Jone's, Frederick Farquharson, second son of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Farquharson, of Retreat Estate, Jamaica, 
L.W.I., to Dorothy, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Wrightson, of Clacton-on-Sea.
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OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.

The Birds of British Guiana. Based on the collec­
tion of Frederick Vavasour McConnell, Camfield 
Place, Hatfield, Herts. By Charles Chubb, F.Z.S., 
M.B.O.U., Zoological Department, British Museum. 
Bernard Quaritch. Vol. II.

In the British Museum (Natural History) at South 
Kensington is to be seen a collection of the birds of 
British Guiana made by the late Mr. Frederick 
Vavasour McConnell, and presented to the museum by 
his widow. The collection, which is a very large one, 
took Mr. McConnell twenty-five years to assemble. 
He made several expeditions into the interior of British 
Guiana and secured specimens of many rare and beau­
tiful birds, which formed the nucleus of a unique col­
lection at his residence at Camfield Place, Hatfield, 
An account of this collection has been rendered possible 
through the labours of Mr. Charles Chubb, of the 
Natural History Department of the British Museum, 
who has for many years made a special study of South 
American ornithology. It is pathetic to think that Mr. 
McConnell did not live to see the record of his life’s 
work. He died in January, 1914, and it was not until 
some two years later that the fimt. of two large quarto 
volumes dealing with the collection appeared. We 
noticed the first of these volumes in our issue of June 
15th, 1916; and the second is now before us. The 
edition is limited to 250 copies. When it is said that 
each volume contains some 700 pages, some idea will 
be conceived of the labour that has been accomplished 
by Mr. Chubb. It is truly a monumental work. The 
mere index occupies 22 pages. There are ten coloured 
plates and 214 drawings by Mr. H. Gronvold. A sys­
tematic index is given in addition to the alphabetical, 
and the book is thus made very easy of reference.

While, naturally, the work is mainly of interest to 
the student, who will find details given of each bird— 
description of male and female, size, breeding season, 
nest, eggs, particular haunts, habits, etc.—the book is 
of the deepest interest to the ordinary reader, for an 
account is given of the second journey to the famous 
Roraima made by Mr. McConnell in August, 1898, for 
the biological exploration of the mountain, and more 
especially of the summit. The account of the journey 
is written by Mr. J. J. Quelch, who, by the permission 
of the Directors of the Royal Agricultural and Com­
mercial Society of British Guiana, accompanied Mr. 
McConnell on the expedition as his guest. It will be 
readily understood that to the layman this is the por­
tion of the book that appeals most. We say this with­
out for a moment detracting from the admiration due 
to Mr. Chubb’s great work, which to the scientist will 
henceforth be the book on the subject.

The traveller to-day finds the problem of reaching 
Roraima a very different one to what it was in 1898. 
By the Pota.ro route there is a steamer available to a 
point on the Upper Demerara river, from which a short 
railway runs to a station on Fssequibo River, above the 
first set of falls —a journey of one day. Here there is 
a comfortable hotel with every accommodation. From 
this station a launch runs, in another day’s journey, 
to the Pot a ro River, below the great cataract of Tuma- 
tumari. Here there is another convenient rest-house. 
Above this there are facilities available by boat and 
road for an easy journey of three or four days to a 
point below the Great Kaieteur Falls. The portage of 
baggage to the top of the plateau being accomplished, 
the coast people can be sent back if arrangements are 
made for Indians from above. From this point on­
wards the journey is a fairly direct one of a few days. 
It will be remembered that the Hon. Cecil Clementi, 

the Government Secretary of British Guiana, and Mrs. 
Clementi have recently travelled over the route.

The Journey to Roraima.
When Mr. McConnell made the journey in 1898 there 

were no such facilities, and the journey had to be made 
by boat and on foot. All kinds of difficulties had to 
be surmounted, and the journey was one not only of 
excessive labour and continual delays through the 
rivers being flooded, but of frequent danger, especially 
in the rapids and falls. In planning his second jour­
ney to Roraima, Mr. McConnell decided to follow the 
route by the Mazaruni River rather than by the Potaro, 
for two main reasons. In the first place, the land jour­
ney promised to be decidedly shorter, according to the 
map and published accounts; and this was of import­
ance in transporting food and baggage and conserving 
the strength of the men for the stiff Roraima work. 
One of the difficulties met with on the first journey 
was the fact that one tribe of natives, the Makushis, 
were frightened of the men of another tribe, the Arre- 
kunas. Tribal feeling and prejudice are strong. It was 
therefore a great help when Ritchie, a settler in the 
great savannahs, well known to the people all over the 
district, agreed to bring down Makushis enough for two 
boats and himself to act as captain of one, and to be in 
general charge of all the arrangements further. The 
other captain was a black, Jacob, who not only proved 
an ideal man for his post, but knew all the best camp­
ing grounds in the best fishing and hunting districts. 
It is impossible in a limited space to follow the route 
throughout, but as an example of the dangers met with 
on the way, we may quote the following incident from 
Mr. Quetch’s narrative :—

“ We were running the Itakki Falls, down a long 
cataract of very rough and heavy water, curving 
around from left to right, when the large paddle of 
the bowman of the second boat caught on a rock 
below the water; and from the half-standing, stoop­
ing posture in which a bowman places himself when 
running the falls, with his legs braced against the 
sides, he was pitched up and forward completely out 
of the boat. By the merest accident, as he fell, he 
was able to grip the gunwale with both hands by 
the fingers, but unfortunately in the very dangerous 
position between the boat and the rocks of the curve 
along which we were rushing at a tremendous pace. 
So narrow was the interspace at times from project­
ing rocks in front, that it seemed impossible that he 
could escape being crushed. His grip must have 
been like that of a vice, for he was constantly 
splashed and buffeted by the rough wafer; and any 
attempt to haul himself up into the boat must have 
been disastrous. The man’s life lay, of course, in 
Ritchie’s steering, and it was splendid. He had 
constantly, down the long run, to keep the boat 
sufficiently out from the rocks at the side of the 
curve and from those projecting into the channel, 
both for the safety of the man and of the boat itself, 
both of these operations usually being very largely 
part of the bowman’s work by heading off the boat 
with his long paddle. Ritchie’s success again de­
pended on the pace the paddlers could give over 
the rushing water, and this every man in the boat 
—all Indians—knew, and they struck with 
every ounce of their strength to give Ritchie the 
extra headway on the boat that success required.

“ We in the first boat had not seen the accident. 
Running through the cataracts is always exciting, 
and this one, from its great curve and numerous 
rocks, was dangerous. We were spellbound by it. 
Jacob’s attention, even amid the sound of our quick 
paddles, had been caught, however, by the extra

Pota.ro
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heavy and rapid rattle behind. He had glanced 
round for an instant, and then his sharp and loud 
call, ‘ Headway! ’ rang over the boat in so un­
usual a tone that we glanced back at him, and then 
we saw. It was horribly fascinating! A human 
life in our charge, so to speak, in great jeopardy : 
the boat leaping forward at a tremendous pace to­
wards us, and Ritchie, standing to his great 
paddle, braced like a figure of energy. Our men 
probably had glanced back, too, at the call, so un­
usual in the midst of a cataract, for our paddles 
rang out even quicker to give extra before the on-

Onychorhynchus Coronatus,

One of the many illustrations from the second volume 
of ‘ ‘The Birds of British Guiana.” This bird was found 
by the late Mr. F. V. McConnell, on the Continga 

River, in 1898.

coming boat, though the captain’s call was as much 
to the men behind as to ours.

“ It was like a hard grip off one’s heart when we 
reached smooth water below and the Indian was 
drawn into the boat by two of the others, safe. He 
was quiet and trembling, but he at once turned to 
get another large paddle such as he had lost, spares 
being always carried. We all seemed more excited 
than he by the incident. And then we were all 
looking at Ritchie and his men, and some of us 
cheered, for they had not only saved the man, but 
themselves also from a terrible death, though we 
had not at first realised what the full catastrophe 
might easily have been; and we had been spared 
witnessing such an event while utterly unable to 
render any help.”

Mumbo-Jumbo Worship.
The whole story of the journey is full of interest. 

We are taken by the writer past primeval forests filled 
with magnificent timber, hard woods, furniture woods 
and those adapted for all sorts of purposes, awaiting 
their application to general industry when the colony 
has developed. Animal life was varied. Monkeys 
and bats were the commonest mammals met with. 
Birds were plentiful. The roar of the jaguar was 
often heard. Of insects there were a varied assort­
ment, many of them most unpleasant. Mr. Quetch 
has much that is interesting to tell of the native 
tribes met with on the way, and some fine photo­
graphs of them are included in the book. He relates 
the following story of the natives met with at Roraima, 
who have a perfect passion for church-going. Any 
person of authority as accepted aS parson, and at 
Roraima the Chief, Jeremiah, had services every day.

“ Many years ago a young deacon of the Church 
of England had spent quite a long time at one of 
the large villages on the Upper Ireng river, not

very far from Roraima, under urgent request from 
the Chief, who exercised great authority in the dis­
trict, and people had flocked thither from all direc­
tions, Jeremiah (the Chief) and his villagers among 
them; and in the building which he had put up 
afterwards on his return to Roraima, he had regu­
larly carried on church. The imitation of the 
manner and ceremonial of the parson was so perfect 
that it was always like pure comedy to witness it, 
though it was painful in a way, since one saw that, 
underlying it all, there was a real deep feeling with 
the desire to learn and to worship something that 
could be but a species of Mumbo-Jumbo in reality 
to them. Neither Jeremiah nor any other could read, 
though they knew by heart many parts of the ser­
vice of the Church of England, printed in the Akka- 
waio language, which the other Carib tribes under­
stand^ Many of them could only pick out some 
of the capital letters in the book of the service which 
the chief had, but they could repeat many of the 
chants, the Collects, and parts of the prayers and 
Psalms, and knew exactly where they were in dif­
ferent parts of the book, pointing to the places, 
though they repeated merely from memory and 
were quite at sea if dodged. Some of the older 
women spent the day in the church teaching the 
younger to learn these parts as ‘ school,’ and they 
would point with a stick, word by word, as they 
had seen the teachers do in the mission school­
houses—at times, however, at what had nothing 
whatever to do with the words they were repeating.” 
If Mt. Quelch’s itinerary could be published to­

gether with the story of Mr. McConnell’s first trip to 
Roraima, apart from the description of the collection 
of birds, a most interesting book might be produced 
at a price within the reach of the ordinary reader, to 
whom the two handsome volumes are out of reach, 
first, because only 250 copies are issued, and secondly, 
because they could not possibly be produced except 
at a very high figure.

WEST INDIAN COMPANIES.

West India and Panama Telegraph Co.
In their annual report for 1921, Directons record a loss 

on the year’s working of £1,519. Had it not been for the fact 
that £21,991 17s. 9d. was earned in 1921 by the hiring of 
the Company’s Cable Ship and by the sale of several years’ 
accumulations of Id materials, the total Debit Balance 
would, on the 31st of December last, have reached nearly 
£100,000. The hope of improved business in 1921 was not 
realised, whilst in Porto Rico the Company have now to 
meet the competition not only of a French Company, but 
also of an American Company. During the year, the 
Directors considered it imperative to place the serious posi­
tion of the Company before the Treasury and the Colonial 
Office. At present no relief has been offered to the Com 
pany; there has, indeed, been a definite refusal of direct 
financial help, but the Directors have submitted another 
proposal which is now under the consideration of the 
Government.

Amongst the visitors to The West India Com­
mittee Rooms during the past fortnight have been 
the following :—Mr. H. H. Baird, Hon. P. N. 
Browne, K.C., Mr. A. Cory Davies, Mr. J. K. 
French, Dr. Thomas Gann, Mr. F. F. C. Gill, Mr. 
F. W. Hopkinson, Mr. H. Israel Jeffers, Hon. 
W. G. Kay, Mr. A. F. Levitt, Mr. Samuel Manning, 
Mr. P. Noble, A.M.I.C.E., Dr. E. M. Skeete, Lieut. 
C. S. B. Swinley, R.N., Hon. S. Wolffsohn.
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CINCHONA. BARK. CORRESPONDENCE.

The name “ Cinchona,” which survives in the 
Blue Mountains in Jamaica, recalls the experiments 
conducted in that island with the production of 
cinchona for the manufacture of quinine. The cin­
chona tree was first introduced into Jamaica in 
1861, when four hundred healthy plants were raised 
by Nathaniel Wilson, the curator at the Botanic 
Garden at Bath, in St. Thomas-in-the-East, from 
seeds supplied through the liberality of the British 
Government, and on the recommendation of Sir 
Joseph Hooker, the Director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew.

Writes Mr. Frank Cundall in “Historic 
Jamaica’’* :—

“Bv the month of October, 1861, Wilson reported 
that he had over four hundred healthy plants quite 
ready for planting out. As the climate of Bath was 
unsuitable for the successful growth of cinchona, by 
the kindness of Dr. Hamilton, they were tried at 
Cold Spring coffee plantation at St. Andrew, at an 
elevation of 4,000 feet. Here Wilson found the 
climate and soil to be all he could desire, and as it 
afforded every facility for carrying out so valuable 
an experiment he at once availed himself of it, and 
planted out in the coffee fields, November, 1861, 
several nlants of each species.

“The garden at Castleton was then finally estab­
lished, and ultimately the Government cinchona 
plantations were opened in 1868, and placed under 
the management of Robert Thompson, who on 
Wilson’s retirement had been appointed superinten­
dent of the Botanic Gardens. The cinchona trees 
flourished, but the industry was killed by the 
cheaper production of bark from India.”

In this connection it is of interest to note that 
a new volume in the series of Renorts of the Indian 
Trade Enquiry conducted at the Imperial Institute, 
just published by Mr. John .Murray, deals with cin­
chona bark, the source of quinine.

At the present time Java has a virtual monopoly 
in the production of cinchona bark, its closest com­
petitor being India, which produces only about 
8 per cent, of the world’s supplv. Moreover, the 
manufacture of quinine is largely under the control 
of Dutch interests, and of the 8,000,000 ozs. used 
annually in the British Empire, about 5,000,000 
ozs. have to be obtained from foreign sources. In 
view of the importance of the matter it is recom­
mended that attempts should be made to produce 
in India sufficient bark to meet a much larger pro­
portion of the Empire’s requirements. Cinchona 
has been introduced into several tropical parts of 
the Empire, and the volume contains the results of 
examination at the Imperial Institute of cinchona 
bark grown in St. Helena, Tanganyika, and the 
Cameroons.

* Historic Jamaica. By Frank Cundall, F.S.A., with 52 
illustrations. Published for the Institute of Jamaica bv 

The West India Committee. Price 5/-. Post free 5/6. ’

The £1 shares in Home-Grown Beet, Ltd., carry­
ing a Government guarantee of 5 per cent, interest, 
were quoted on August 21st at 5/-.

The views expressed by correspondents under this head­
ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

The State of St. Kitts.

Sir,—On reading the account of the dinner given 
to the Administrator of St. Kitts in your issue of 20th 
July, I notice with pleasure that Mr. Aspinall in his 
speech referred to the success of the Baby Saving 
League, recently established there, and upon which 
Major and Mrs. Burdon are to be congratulated sin­
cerely. But, having spent last winter in the Island 
with full opportunity for investigation, I am in a posi­
tion to state that its general health is far from being 
satisfactory.

Venereal disease is still rampant.
Typhoid seems to be on the increase and might 

easily become epidemic. This need not be wondered 
at when the sanitary condition of Basseterre is taken 
into consideration.

It is true that a scheme of sanitation on modern 
lines presents some difficulties, and the cost of such an 
undertaking might be greater than the Treasury can 
at present afford, but immediate measures should cer­
tainly be adopted to improve the method of dealing 
with the existing situation which is, to say the least, 
deplorable. An additional danger is the inadequate 
supply of water. Year after year in the dry season 
there is the same outcry, “no water,” and yet nothing 
is done to relieve the situation. Reservoirs in various 
localities are found to be full of trees and scrub instead 
of water, pipes are left unrepaired and wastage occurs 
as a natural consequence.

This, Sir, is a matter which brooks of no delay as 
it is one of vital importance to the entire community.

There are two other points upon which I should like 
to touch, not perhaps directly applicable to the subject 
of health, but which undoubtedly affect the temper and 
well-being of the inhabitants.

i. The system of lighting the town of Basseterre, 
which ma|y be described as mediaeval and which 
should be abolished ruthlessly and promptly in favour 
of electricity.

2. The state of the roads throughout St. Kitts 
generally.

These roads while in the hands of the planters were 
at one time the pride of the Leeward Islands, but since 
they were taken over by the Government they have 
been allowed to deteriorate until they have reached 
their present disgraceful state.

Repairs which are merely palliative and reluctantly 
applied under extreme pressure only mean money 
wasted.

To summarise.—There are four acute questions 
which demand attention on the part of the Govern­
ment :— Sanitation; water; lighting; roads.

Born in St. Kitts and knowing it intimately, I have 
confined myself to a statement of facts which can be 
verified by any intelligent person who desires to be 
enlightened as to the true state of affairs, and I main­
tain that before anything else is thought of, remedial 
action should be taken and every available penny de­
voted to this object, from whatever source it may be 
derived.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

H. M. Berkeley.
August 12th, 1922.
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, 
August 15th :—

from Avonmouth, in s.s C amito,

Miss A. Campbell 
Rev. R. E. Clark 
Mrs. L. R. Gibson 

and fam.
Mr. E. H. P. Greaves

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Miami, Liverpool, 
August 20th.
Mr. E. Cooper Hon. & Mrs. R. Miss B. A. Muirhead
Miss F. W. Garden Johnstone Mr. E. Price
Mr. & Mrs. A. Helmy Miss Johnstone Mr. T. J. Stockley

& family

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bay ano, Avonmouth 
August 20th :—
Captain H. W. Arnott 
Mr. Hector Brooke 
Mr. Harold Brooke 
Colonel A. Butler 
Mrs. K. Butler 
Air. Haiold Buckley 
Miss V. Bradshaw 
Miss B. Bramwell 
Mr. W. Bourke & Son 
Mr. J. Clerk 
Miss M. del Castillo 
Lieut. H. de Quincey 
Mrs. E. Dunn 
Mrs. E. George & farn. 
Captain and Mrs. Green 

& family

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Motagua, 
August 22nd :—
Mrs. W.-Hamilton- Mr. & Mrs. W. A.

Jones & family Hewitt
Mr. E. V. Lockett

Mr. G. A. Hart 
Mr. & Mrs. N. W.

Manley
Mr. R. T. Michelin
Mr. C. C. P. Michelin

Mr. & Mrs. S. H. 
Hammond & fam.

Mn F. Kenward
Mr.&Mrs.J.G. Kieffer 

& family
Lt..Col. C. F. S.

MacLaverty
Lieut. G. McAlister 
Mr. C. E. Mellish 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Murphy 

& family
Dr. V. St. Leger 

Pinnock
Miss J. Purser
Mr. J. S. Ricord
Miss G. Robertson

The Rt. Hen. Sir John 
Simon, K.C.V.O.. K.C. 
Lady Simon
Miss J. A. Simon

Mr. & Mrs. L. Roper
& family 

Mrs. A. C. Ryan & fam. 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Scott

& family
Mr. H. P. Sewell
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Smith 
Mr. A. E. Standon 
Mr. & Mrs. C.

Stevenson 
Mr. & Mrs. H.

Stevenson 
Mr. & Mrs. R.

Tweedlie & fam. 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J.

Wilson & fam.

Mr. P. H. Morton 
Mr. J. A. Nisbet 
Mr. R. P. Simmons

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Home arrivals from West Indies, 

London, August 3rd :—
in s.s. Ingomd,

Miss T. Andrade 
Mr. & Mrs. Alder 
Mr. Baird 
Mr. G. Bates 
Mr. J. Berry 
Mr. James Black 
Mr. & Mrs. Bowers 
Mr. & Mrs. Braitwaite 
Miss C. Brookner 
Mr. E. Brown 
Mr. V. Branson 
Mr. H. Brown 
Mr. W. Cates 
Mr. H. Chapman 
Mr. & Mrs. Chaderton 
Misses Clarke (2) 
Mr. &!Mrs. Corea 
Miss K. Corlett 
.Mr. & Mrs. Ivor C.

Daniels 
Mr. & Mrs. Dannatt 
Mr. Darrell 
Capt. & Mrs. Dewar 
Mrs. Dow

Frederick Leyland & Co., Ltd.

Sailings to West Indies from Liverpool, in s.s. Asian 
August 28th : —
Mrs. Fitzgerald Miss F. S. Hammersley Mr. & Mrs. A. Watson
Air. J. H. French Air. McInnes Air. W. T. Waller

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Oranje Nassau 
August 26th:—
Miss Ance
Air. & Airs. B. Barnes 

& family
Air. W. Bayley
Air. E. D. Caldecott 
Air. & Mrs. R. H.

Carr & family
Mr. A. G. Cox
Airs. Fisher
Air. A. T. Greathed
Rev. F. Hodgkins
Mr. St. C. Hunte

Mr. K. Earle 
Mr. M. Fink 
Mr. E. Firmlnger 
Mr. Ginder 
Mrs. Grant 
Mr. Guy de Gray 
Mr. J. Harker 
Mr. P. Hing 
Mr. L. Holder 
Mr. Hopkinson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. F.

• Huggins
Mr. Huggins 
Mr. H. I. Jeffers 
Mr. J. Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jones 
Hon. & Mrs. W. G. Kaj' 
Mrs. E. Lees 
Mr. E. Low 
Mr. & Mrs. M. P.

Maillard
Mr. & Mrs. J. Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Martin 
Mr. F. May

Air. & Mrs. G. Kemsley 
Aliss King
Mr. D. W. Lashley
Air. & Airs. J- J. Lewis 

& family 
Alessrs. AI. P. & G.

Maillard
Mrs. & Aliss Alann
Mr. J. H. McLachlan
Mr. F. Oxley
Air. & Airs. D. Paterson 
Aliss O. J. Paterson 

Air. A. Messet 
Mrs. L. Moll 
Mrs. J. Nowell 
Miss H. Owen 
Rev. J. Papworth 
Mr. J. Parnell 
Mr. W. Pearce 
Mr. & Airs. Penny 
Mr. & Mrs. Peterkin 
Mr. V. Pillai 
Mr. T. J. Redhead.

M.C.
Mrs. & AL Rodriques. 
Mr. E. Shapiro 
Mr- Siddoun 
Mr. & Mrs- Smith 
Mrs. E. Stollmeyer 
Mr. C. Standridge 
Miss A. Valera 
Mr. Watson 
Mr. A. Warren 
Mr. W. Wharton 
Mr. F. Wrightson

Air. J. S. Rae 
Air. L. B. Reeves 
Mr. & Airs. H. T.

Spencer 
SpencerAliss A.

Aliss A. van Stenis 
Mr. J. W. Stephens 
Aliss AL AL Stodart 
Mr. & Airs. A. T.

Webber
Air. C. Wheating 
Mr. C. T. Willans

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to June 30th, 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.
1 Anti­

gua. 
To

June 30

! Bar­
bados. 

To 
June 30

British 
Guiana 

To
June 30

) British 
Hondu- 

i ras. To
June 30

I Domi­
nica
To

June 30

Grenada 
To

June 30

Jamaica. 
To

June 30

Mont-
1 serrât.

To
June 30

St. 
Lucia.

To 
June 30

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To 
June 30

1 St.
1 Vincent. 

To
i June30

Trinidad 
To 

June 30

Arrowroot ................ lbs. 1.371,260
Asphalt............................ tons 65,291
Balata ........................... lbs. 221,320 2,823
Bananas ................ .. bchs. 195,944 2,012 5,756.347 1,914
Bauxite .............. ... tons.
Bitters ............................ ... galls. - 19.497
Cacao .......................... lbs. 526,736 5,378,016 5,357,072 482 1,192,009 67,642 33,624,532
Cassava Starch lbs 38,663
Coco-nuts ............... No. 889 057 2,931.885 103,331 50 14,916,115 43,569 240,915 480 9,510.774
Coffee ........................... ... lbs. 581,197 3.407,488 329
Copra ........................... lbs. 62,634 36,316 6.777 330,885 51.929 196,759 3,982,338
Cotton. M. Galante ... lbs. 231.168 41,278
Cotton, Sea Island ... lbs. 8,250 103.751 302,524 232,877 231,561
Cotton Seed ............... lbs. 1.400 631.568 512,960 255,360 150
Diamonds ... carats 63,500
Dyewoods ............... tons 16,821
Ginger ........................... ... lbs. 800 1,261,904 650
Gold ........................... ozs. 4,927
Ground Nuts ............... ... lbs. 100 221,090
Honey ... ................ lbs. 757,288

16,791
13.552 591

Lime Juice (raw) ... galls. 1,040 70,978 9.520 2
.. .. (conctd.) ... 48,208 1,635 460 12,310

oil............................
lbs.

54 323
5,040

320
Lime (citrate of) 6.073 214,256
Logwood............................ tons 875 70 81
Lumber............................ ... feet 70,281 9,919 5,028 6,251
Mahogany
Manjak ............... tOHo 49

3,263,479 985

1.553

4.512

102.762 196,814Molasses........................... ... galls 80,890 4059.131 27,405
153,802

42,785 99.850
Oranges ............................ No. 128,800

612
229,516 900 91.936

Essential Oils............... lbs. • 2,699 2,331
27,505.585Petroleum ................ ... galls.

6,548,864Pimento............................ ... lbs.
Rice ........................... lbs. 12,220.711

4.102
1.802

Rubber ...........................
Rum ...............

... lbs.

... galls. 3.255 311,248 1.384 580,752 361
Shingles............................
Sugar ..........................

No.
... tons 4,256 19,720

1,099,650 
43,926

32,900
35,186 33

8.000
2.884 2,861 33 36.662

Timber .......................... ...cub.ft. 47,320 35.400 2,899
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produce Markets summary.
Telephone—

Central 6642.
Telegrams—

“ Carib. London

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3.
Aug. 29th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 13th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. ...
,, France
.. Belgium

Italy

Aug. 15th Aug.29th Aug. 15th
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d-

18 4 18 4 I lu Spain ... 12 9
2 3 10 2 6 3,. Germany 1784 0 0
2 6 2 2 8 7 I ,, Austria Nominal
3 1 8 4 0 111., Holland 19 0

Aug. 29th 
£ s. d.
1 2 10

362 0 0
Nominal

19 0

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. lOd.
SUGAR. There has been a considerable set-back in the 

New York Market since our last Summary, the duty-paid 
value of Cubans declining from 5.36c., the quotation on the 
44th, to 5.11c. on the 22nd, and values subsequently falling 
¡rapidly as the result of speculative sellings up to the 24th, 
when Cubans, ex store, were disposed of at 4.80c., duty paid, 
equivalent to 3.19c. c.i.f., or about 3.03 f.o.b. On the 
following day the tone was firmer, there being ready buyers 
at 4.85c., duty paid, with no sellers, and yesterday's quota­
tion was 4.98c., equivalent to 3.37c. c.i.f., or 3.21c. f.o.b.

Future market quotations were:—September, 3.31c.; 
December, 3.48c.

There has been a considerable reduction in values in the 
Home Market during the fortnight, to-day’s quotation for 
London Granulated being 50/9, as against 52/9 on the 14th, 
with a corresponding drop in the values of other sorts. 
American Granulated was quoted at 49/6 spot; West Indian 
Crystallised at 42/- to 45/-; Yellow Crystals at 45/3; White 
Mauritius 47/- to 48/-; and White Java 48/6. The quota­
tion for Cuban 96 deg. was 18/- nominal, with Preferentials 
at 21/- nominal.

Terminal market values were: 96 deg. nominal; White, 
September 20/ll|; December, 21/2|.

On the 19th inst. the United States Senate passed the 
Permanent Tariff Bill, in which the sugar duties are raised 
from 2.16c. for full duty 100 polarisation sugar to 2.50c., 
making the full duty on 96 deg. 2.30c. instead of 2.00c., 
and on Cuban 96 degs. 1.84c. instead of 1.60c. The Bill 
goes now to a Conference Committee, and after adjustment 
of the different rates between the House and Senate Bills, 
will have to be again submitted to the House and Senate, 
and then go to the President for signature. All this takes 
considerable time.

On the subject of the Sugar Tariff, Messrs. Willett & 
Gray say that it is extremely to be regretted, to say the 
least of it, that just at a time when the sugar situation had 
gieatly improved from the distressing conditions of last 
year, and purely on the basis of supply and demand without 
Government interference, that the United States Senate 

¡should disturb the whole situation by voting an increased 
tariff on sugar from rates already too high.

The rates under which sugar is now being assessed were 
put into the Emergency Tariff at a time when an emer­
gency could be reasonably stated to exist, but, as mentioned 
above, this situation is now past and there is not the slightest 
necessity or urgency to further increase the rates on sugar. 
The new proposed rate on 96 deg. test Cuban sugar of 1.84c. 
will assess a tax on the American public of, approximately, 
$200,000,000, only about one-half of which will go into the 
Treasury of the United States, the balance being a protec­
tion to domestic and insular sugar producers.

The increased tax on the consuming public was brought 
about chiefly by two senators, Senator Wadsworth, of New 
York, and Senator Willis, of Ohio. While these Senators 
voted down one amendment increasing duty rates, they 
agreed to the Smoot amendment increasing the rates, as 
mentioned above. The vote agreeing to the Smoot amend­
ment was 37 to 35, and the changing of votes by the two 
named Senators caused the amendment to be adopted.

The total quantity of 1921-22 crop sugar imported from 
Cuba up to August 5th, was 3,029,724 tons. 2,234,745 tons 
of this went to the United States, 108,516 tons to Canada, 
429,967 tons to the United Kingdom, 106,294 tons to France, 
4,258 tons to Spain, and 77,350 tons to other countries in 
Europe. 68,462 tons were shipped to Japan and China. Up 
to the corresponding date of last year, only 1,701,984 tons 
had been shipped, 1,466,756 tons to the United States, 31,101 
tons to Canada, 111,666 tons to the United Kingdom, 19,541 
tons to France, 14,282 tons to other European countries, 
38,741 tons to Japan and China, and 19,597 tons to Australia.

RUM remains flat, with a complete absence of demand 
for Jamaica kinds. The chaotic exchange conditions con­
tinue to ¡prohibit export business.

CACAO. The market generally is very quiet. Ordinary 
plantation is quoted at 67/- to 68/-, and fine estates at 71/- 
to 73/-, with a small business passing. There is a slow 
demand for fine Grenada, which is selling at 57/- to 58/-. 
Export is dull. Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that the 
exports of cacao from Trinidad for June were as follows:

11)S.
To all countries................................... 6,406,748

Shipped previously ........................ 27,217,784

Total from January 1st ... ... 33,624,532
To same date 1921 .............. ... 48,459,502
„ „ 1920 ........................ 48,447,777

„ 1919 ........................ 43.908,019
,, ,, 1918 ........................ 36,871,808
,, ,, 1917 ........................ 55,070,093
„ „ 1916 ........................ 37,662,970
,, „ 1915 ........................ 39,346,826
„ „ 1914 ........................ 54,323,618

ARROWROOT. The market is firm, but buyers are re­
luctant to pay the high prices asked. About 100 barrels of 
fair to good manufacturing have been sold at 4^d. to 5d.

BALATA is quietly steady, with prices of West Indian 
unchanged (3/3 spot, 3/2 forward).

BAY OIL continues neglected, and in the absence of 
demand values are nominal.

COFFEE. At auction on the 24th, home-trade qualities 
were steady, but export kinds were nearly all bought in. 
Blue Mountain sold at 110/- to 115/6 for smalls; 132/6 to 
167/6 for second sizes; 162/- to 195/6 for bold ; ami 186/- to 
205/- for peaberry.

COPRA generally has declined £2 to £3 per ton on th 
fortnight. Since the 26th inst. the market has been a little 
steadier, with West Indian f.m.s. quoted at £21 10s. c.i.f.

HONEY remains unchanged. No further auctions have 
been held, and Jamaica dark liquid to good pale set is now 
quoted at 26/- to 50/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is weak, 
with sellers at 9/-, but no sales reported. Distilled is 
steady, with sales at 1/11 to 2/-, according to quantity. 
Lime Juice. Arrivals of new season’s Raw continue to 
meet a dull market, with no sales reported. Some further 
business in concentrated has been done at £17 10s.

LOGWOOD is steady, with a quiet demand. The 
nominal quotation is unchanged at £8 10s. per ton.

ORANGE OIL. Sweet continues quiet, without change 
in value. Bitter is neglected.

RUBBER remains in a dull and uninteresting state. 
Crepe and sheet are quoted at 7d. spot.

SPICES. Small sales of Pimento continue to be made 
at 2d. per lb. spot, but owing to exchange difficulties export 
is dull. The demand for Jamaica Ginger is quite inactive, 
and very few transactions have been reported during the 
month. West Indian Nutmegs are firm, With sound 
medium valued at 8d., and bold at 9d. to 9|d. per lb. Mace 
is also firm; red to good pale 1/6 to 1/10, fine 2/-.
TRINIDAD OIL. Production for July: Trinidad 

Leaseholds, Ltd., 8,600 tons; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., 
7,300 tons; United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 4,683 
tons.
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The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone :
Central 6642.

Telegram» :
Carib, London.

15. Seething Lane, 
London, E.C. 3.

September 12th, 1922

“ 14, TRINITY SQUARE.’’

WE are glad to be able to announce that the 
Executive have now been successful in 
securing more convenient and commodious 

premises for The West India Committee, whose 
address, on and after the 29th of this month, will 
consequently be 14, Trinity Square, E.C.3. The 
new offices are on the first floor of a modern build­
ing recently erected immediately to the south of 
the Port of London Authority’s great building 
which is to be opened by the Prime Minister next 
month, and a Premises Committee, comprising Mr. 
W. Gillespie, Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. T. Green­
wood, Mr. H. F. Previté, and Mr. G. Macgregor 
Frame is now engaged in the task of equipping 
the new “ Rooms ” with modern furniture and 
fittings. It may be recalled that the decision to 
obtain new premises was arrived at in 1919 and 
that with that object in view, and in order also to 
provide for increased secretarial assistance, an 
Endowment Fund was then opened. Towards this 
fund the sum of £23,786 18s. 8d. has so far been 
raised. It is improbable that the interest on that 
sum will be sufficient by itself to meet the expense 
of the developments now in view; but we arc 
reasonably confident that with the greatly increased 
activities in many directions which it will be pos­
sible to conduct from the new headquarters, the 
membership of The West India Committee will 
continue to expand, and that the revenue thus 
resulting, together with further donations towards 
the Endowment Fund, which we hope will be forth­

coming, will obviate any serious deficit in the 
accounts in future. In an early issue we shall hope 
to publish a plan showing the site of the new offices 
which, we may mention, is immediately behind 
Mark Lane Station, on the Underground Railway, 
and overlooking Trinity Square and the Tower of 
London, and also some illustrations of the Rooms 
themselves. The new offices have a commodious 
room for meetings, which should prove particularly 
useful during the next few years in connection with 
the forthcoming British Empire Exhibition, since it 
will form a convenient rendezvous for the 
West Indian Group Committee now in course of 
formation. The King, on the occasion of 
the opening of the London County Council Hall 
earlier in the year, stated that an institution that 
was meanly housed was often meanly esteemed. 
The converse is equally true, and we trust that the 
influence of the Committee and its power for doing 
good to the British West Indies, British Guiana 
and British Honduras will be further intensified, 
as the result of the move.

TRINIDAD'S OIL INDUSTRY.

THE difficulties under which the oil industry of 
Trinidad has been labouring are emphasised 
by the passing of the dividend by the Trini­

dad Central Oilfields. It may be recalled that in 
May last the directors of that company intimated 
to their shareholders that owing to delay in the pro­
duction programme, and to production not having 
been commensurate with the drilling effort, they did 
not, anticipate being in a position to recommend a 
dividend for 1921. Their recent announcement was 
not, therefore, unexpected; but it deserves of more 
than passing notice inasmuch as not a single Trini­
dad oil company now remains in the dividend pay­
ing list. After twelve years of development work 
this state of affairs is, to say the least of it, dis­
appointing ; but it has not been a surprise to those 
acquainted with the difficulties which oil companies 
outside of the great combines have to face—difficul­
ties not so much of production, as in the case of the 
Trinidad Central, as of transportation and market­
ing. The Manchester Guardian Commercial, in the 
first of a series of articles on this subject, in its issue 
of August 31st, lays stress on this. Says our con­
temporary, 6i It is not sufficiently appreciated in 
the first place, that these big companies (the Com­
bines), with issued capital of many millions, are 
large combinations or groups engaged in the four 
functions of production, transportation, refining, 
and marketing simultaneously, and are, therefore, 
in the unique position of being able to weather the 
violent price fluctuations peculiar to an industry in 
which it is impossible to maintain the balance be­
tween demand and supply. Nor is it appreciated,
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in the second place, that these large companies or 
combines can afford to command the best tech­
nicians or experts in the different branches of what 
is a highly skilled industry, can buy their materials 
more cheaply, can produce with less waste, and can 
supply markets more economically by reason of the 
world-wide distribution of their sources of supply.” 
The chief disturbing factor in the Trinidad oil in­
dustry at the present time is over-production else­
where, and notably in Mexico. How long this is 
likely to last it would be difficult to say. We are 
constantly told that the Mexican wells are going to 
salt water, but some are disposed to accept exagger­
ated statements in this connection with the prover­
bial pinch of the substance which gives the water its 
character, and little improvement can be looked for 
until effective steps are taken to control production 
in the world’s great producing centres—at any rate 
until trade improves and the demand for oil and its 
products is stimulated. It has been reported that 
steps in this direction are already being taken m 
America, where increased tankage accommodation 
is being prepared, and if co-operation is secured on 
a large scale some relief may result. Meanwhile 
shareholders in companies operating in Trinidad 
may take heart of grace from the recent figures 
relating to progress in that island. From the annual 
report of Mr. A. P. Catherall, Inspector of Mines 
for the Colony, which is summarised in another 
column, it will be noted that during 1921 the local 
wells yielded the greatest production of crude oil in 
the history of the colony, the total output amount­
ing to 82,395,595 imperial gallons, as compared with 
72,905,947 and 64,436,632 in the years 1919 and 
1920 respectively. This may be regarded as a dis­
tinctly encouraging feature, and judging by recent 
returns for the month of July, when the already 
restricted production of the Apex Company rose to 
3,498,600 gallons, and that of the Leaseholds to 
2,793,000 gallons, this total should be exceeded in 
the year now current, unless the exigencies of the 
market compel companies to restrict their output. 
Another hopeful sign is that all the large oil com­
bines are now represented on the Trinidad oilfield, 
for it is inconceivable that they would be there if 
they did not believe in its future.

BRITISH SUGAR OR FOREIGN?

ACORRESPONDENT writes to inform us that 
he has seen displayed in a multiple grocer’s 
shop at a seaside town the announcement, 

“We do not sell foreign sugar. We only sell------’s 
refined sugar,” and he asks us whether this is a 
legitimate advertisement, having regard to the fact 
that the firm of refiners whose name was given of 
necessity melts more foreign sugar than British. We 
claim that it is not. No exception could be taken 
to foreign sugar refined in this country being adver­
tised as “English refined,” but it would be quite 
incorrect to describe such sugar as “British” or 
“English.” This is made clear by the English 
Customs Regulations, which do not recognise 
foreign sugar refined in this country as British for 
the purpose of the Preferential tariff, and we hope 
that when this is brought before the notice of the 
company owning the multiple shop, it will see the 
error of its ways.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.
“ Water-melon never bear pumkin.” 

* * *
The shares of Home-Grown Sugar, Ltd., had, on 

August 31st, suffered further decline to 4s. 3d.
* * *

The sailing of the Harrison Line s.s. Intaba has 
been postponed from October 6th to October 17th.

Sir Leslie Probyn, Governor of Jamaica, and 
Lady Probyn left Kingston on September 4th on 
short leave of absence.

* * *
The total area of beets contracted for by the 

sugar factories in Sweden for the coming crop is 
only 13,500 hectares as compared with 42,000 
hectares in 1921.

* * *
The decrease in the foreign demand for Swiss 

chocolates is attributed to their increased manu­
facture in countries which formerly procured the 
supplies from Switzerland.

* * *
The West Indian Produce Association, of 14, 

Crcechurch Lane, E.C., have just issued an A.B.C. 
of W’est Indian Produce, which begins with All 
Spice and ends with Wormwood Bitters.

* * #
In the recent passage of the Permanent Tariff 

Bill through the United States Senate, no fewer 
than 2,436 alterations were made in the measure as 
sent up from the House of Representatives.

* * *
The Sugar News of the Philippines estimates the 

1923 sugar crop of those islands at 250,000 tons, 
provided the locust pest which is troubling the 
industry is controlled, and weather conditions are 
favourable.

* * #
Mr. E. A. de Pass has been elected a member of 

the Committee of the West Indian Club and pre­
sided at a dinner given by the members to 
the Hon. William Morrison, member of the Privy 
Council of Jamaica, on September 12th.

* * *
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Gordon and their son, 

who arrived in England by last Dutch mail, are now 
at Strathpeffer, in the Highlands. Mr. Gordon, 
who had suffered from fever, benefited greatly by 
the transatlantic voyage.

* * *
It is sad to learn that owing to the absence of 

regular steamship communication between the 
eastern and western groups of colonies in the Carib­
bean, the Provincial Synod of the Church of Eng­
land should have to hold their meeting in New York 
this year.

* * *
In a letter to the Editor of Tropical Lite, the 

Governor of the Gold Coast estimates the possible 
cacao production of that colony and Ashanti as 
284,000 tons per annum, if onlv one-ninth of the 
area for cultivation is used and eight-ninths left 
lor forests to preserve humidity.
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Readers in Barbados should in about a month’s 
time be on the look-out for Captain Harold J. 
Symonds, a plucky Australian, his wife, and a 
Welsh boy of 18 years of age, who sailed last week 
from Southampton in the 26-ton yawl-rigged yacht 
Seawood for Madeira and Bridgetown en route to 
Melbourne.

* * *
In connection with the recent prosecution for 

the addition of phosphoric acid to lime juice in the 
manufacture of lime juice cordial, it may be re­
marked that 66 phosphated ” drinks are common 
in the United States. They consist of fruit syrups, 
diluted with soda-water, phosphoric acid being 
subsequently added.

# * *
A decolorising carbon can be made from megass 

by charring it at a low temperature, grinding it 
until it can pass through a sieve of 70 to 90 mesh, 
heating to 800-850 in a closed vessel, boiling with 
20 per cent, solution of caustic soda, washing with 
water, boiling with a 1 per cent, solution of hydro­
chloric acid, again washing with water, and drying 
at 200 deg.

* * *
One of the United States Beet Sugar Companies 

has erected a plant for the utilisation of the residual 
molasses in the production of industrial alcohol 
and carbonic acid. Twenty-five tons of molasses 
will be operated on daily throughout the year. 
The fermenting vats will be covered so that the 
carbonic acid formed may be collected, washed and 
liquefied for sale. A commercial fertiliser will be 
made from the lees.

* * *
The Report on the working of the Co-operative 

Credit Societies of Mauritius for the year ending 
June 30th, 1921, states that the total available 
capital at the credit of the Society on the 30th of 
June of that year amounted to Rs.445,792. exclu­
sive of the interest due on existing loans, an in­
crease of Rs.79,935 as compared with the previous 
year. Seven new societies were registered during 
the year. The total number of societies was 33.

* * *
The total amount of sugar imported into Canada 

for the three months ending June 30th, 1920, 1921, 
and 1922 were, for sugars of 16 D.S. and under 
respectively, 120,900 tons, 68,311 tons, and 153,770 
tons. Of these 8,000 tons, 16,000 tons, and 67,000 
tons respectively came from the British os 
Indies. For the first three months of the present 
year Canada exported 57,000 tons of sugar, 70 per 
cent, of which came to the United Kingdom.

* * *
Nearly all the gasoline imported into Cuba comes 

from the United States, the exports fromthat 
country to Cuba having been, m 1919, 8,308 837 
U.S.A, galls.; 1920, 8,718,043 galls., and in 1921 
2,493,162 galls. About 600,000 galls, of gasoline 

- - - - crude petroleum imported
Alcohol isare made monthlv from 

from the United States and Mexico.
Cuba as aassuming considerable importance m«wimuug consiueraoie —

motor fuel, its selling price being considerab y
lower.

The Hawaiian Pineapple Company is the largest 
fruit concern in the Hawaiian Islands, the capital 
being $2,600,000 in 130,000 shares of $20 each, of 
which $2,518,920 have been issued. There is no 
preferential stock or bonded indebtedness, and in 
1921 the dividends paid amounted to 20 per cent. 
Out of the five and a quarter million cases of pine­
apple products exported from Hawaii last year, 
1,544,007 cases belonged to this company. The 
total area owned is 9,178 acres.

W 'A'
The production of iodine in Chile is controlled by 

the Government, only 500 tons or so being allowed 
to be exported annually. The effect of this is that 
a great deal of the iodine mined is lost, by reason of 
it being more remunerative to extract a portion of 
the iodine from the ore than the whole or greater 
part. It is held that, were the production of iodine 
uncontrolled and a lower excise tax imposed, the 
producers of nitrate of soda wjio are also producers 
of iodine would be able to supply the former pro­
duct at a lower price than at present.

The trade of Canada with the British West 
Indies, including British Guiana and British Hon­
duras, for the first three months of the present year 
amounted to $7,707,300, of which $5,193,026 con­
sisted of imports into, and $2,514,274 exports from, 
Canada. The distribution was as follows :—

British Guiana
British Honduras
Barbados
Jamaica
Trinidad and Tobago ...
Other British W. Indies

Total ...
*

Imports. Exports. 
$ $

944,262 ... 447,427
5,667 31,922

1,413,277 ... 275,105
1,543,903 ... 593,739

754,968 ... 833,275
530,949 ... 332,806

5,193.026 ...2,514,274
*

At All Souls’, Langham Place, on Saturday, 
September 9th, Mr. St. John Hodson, Lieutenant 
1st Leicestershire Regiment, son of the Rev. Dr. 
and Mrs. Hodson, of Upnor, Cheltenham, was 
married to Kate Elsie, younger daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Arthur, of Upton, Barbados. The 
bride’s dress was of white crêpe romaine, em­
broidered with bugles, and her train was of old 
Carrickmacross lace, lent by her Aunt, Mrs. 
Challenor. The bride was given away by her 
father, and was attended by two bridesmaids, Miss 
Barbara Packer, of Barbados, and Miss Tomlinson, 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. The bridegroom 
was attended by Mr. Stainer as best man, also a 
lieutenant in the 1st Leicestershire Regiment. 
After the ceremony a reception was held at the 
Berners Hotel, Berners Street, and later the bride 
and bridegroom left by motor-car for Sonning-on 
Thames, where the honeymoon is being spent.

Rum Shrub.—8 gallons of rum, 30 gallons of 
sugar, 9 pints of lime juice, the peel of 36 limes 
infused in rum for 24 hours. Three days after 
making, fine with 3 pints of milk, and bottle in 
from 3 to 6 weeks.

West Indian recipes for publication in this column 
will be welcomed by the Editor.
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

Term to Commence on October 1st.

With the appointment of Mr. J. Sydney Dash to 
be Professor of Agriculture and Agronomist the 
Professorial staff of the West Indian Agricultural 
College is for the present complete ; though, no 
doubt, in due course a sugar technologist will be 
required. The staff is now as follows :—Professor 
of Entomology, Henry Arthur Ballou, M.Sc. ; Pro­
fessor of Mycology, Sydney Francis Ashby, B.Sc. ; 
Professor of Chemistry, Frederick Hardy, M.A., 
Dip. Ag. ; Professor of Botany, Thomas Godfrey 
Mason, M.A., Sc.B.,Agr.B. ; Professor of Agri­
culture, J. Sydney Dash, B.S.A.

Mr. Dash was for some years Assistant to Mr. 
J. R. Bovell, Superintendent of Agriculture in 
Barbados, and more recently Director of the Agri­
cultural Department at Pointe-à-Pitre, Guadeloupe.

As already stated, the headquarters of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, consequent 
upon its amalgamation with the West Indian Agri­
cultural College, have been transferred to Trinidad, 
where Sir Francis Watts, Principal and Commis­
sioner, arrived on August 19th.

Prior to his departure he received a letter from 
the Acting Governor, from which the following is an 
extract :—•

“ As your departure will mark the close of the 
long association of this Colony with the Head­
quarters of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, 
I cannot let the occasion pass without an expression’ 
of regret at the termination of this association between 
the Colony and a Department whose work has been a 
landmark m the history of the West Indian Colonies. 
I beg also to be allowed to express the cordial grati­
tude of the Government of Barbados for the valuable 
and ready assistance which the Imperial Department 
has rendered the local Government on numerous 
occasions, as well as for many personal courtesies 
irom yourself. In bidding farewell to the Imperial 
Department, may I also assure you of the warm good 
wishes of the Barbados Government for the success 
and prosperity of the Agricultural College in which 
the Department will now be merged, and of our con- 
ndent hope that the establishment of the College will 
prove to be a great step forward in, the development 
ot scientific tropical agriculture, not only in the West 
indies, but also in a wider field.”

Recent advices from Trinidad indicate that rapid 
progress is being made with the equipment of the 
temporary premises at St. Augustine, and it is now 
certain that a limited amount of educational work 
wi be undertaken during the College year, which 
he pCXTe On October lst- The staff will also 
be engaged m carrying on the activities of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture

As at present contemplated, four courses and 
faculties for study will be available, namely, a 
Diploma Course, a One Year Course in elementary 
agri culture science. Courses for Agricultural officers, 
and Post Graduate Research. The Diploma Course 
will extend over three years, its object being to 
give a thorough training in the science and prac­
tice of tropical agriculture to those students intend 

ing to become tropical planters, investigators or 
experts in different branches of agricultural science 
or technology. The elementary one-year course is 
intended for those who cannot spare the time for 
the Diploma Course, and it is intended to impart 
to them some practical knowledge of the scientific 
side of tropical planting and the more up-to-date and 
proficient methods of production and management. 
The courses for agricultural officers are intended to 
meet the needs of officers selected for Colonial ser­
vice in Tropical Agricultural Departments, who will 
now receive special training prior to their taking 
up their substantive appointments. The facilities 
for post-graduate research will be more especially 
in connection with plant pathology, agronomy and 
Physiologic botany, and it is understood that 
several students have already offered themselves 
for selection.

The fee for tuition in the Diploma Course will 
be £50 per annum. A limited number of students 
from Colonies and industries contributing towards 
the maintenance of the College will be admitted on 
the nomination of the contributing Govern­
ments and/or industries without the payment of 
tuition fees. Other students from contributing 
Colonies will be admitted on payment of tuition 
fees of £2o per annum. Minor.^laboratory charges, 
text books, etc., will be extra.

Copies of the prospectus of the first year’s studies 
with particulars regarding admission, etc., can be 
obtained from the Chief Clerk and Registrar at St. 
Augustine, Trinidad, or from the Secretary of the 
West Indian Agricultural College, 15, Seething 
Lane, London, E.C.3.

THE MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

Mr. Winston Churchill’s Appreciation.

“ Mr. Churchill considers the Map to be a valu­
able one, and notes that it contains diagrams in­
dicating the areas and populations of the West 
Indian Colonies and islands and other special 

Whtch have ewdently been carefully thought 

The above testimony by Mr. Winston Churchill.
Sectary °f State for the Colonies to thè 

West £df WeSt Ind'a C°mmittee’s Map of the 
^aS eontamed in a letter from the 

Colonial Office m reply to the suggestion that par­
ticulars regarding that publication might be brought 
before the notice of the Educational Authorises in 
sented^to1 IndÌeS’ Mr’ Churchill has con­
sented to communicate with the Governments 
a usefu^e/“^ * “ h°P-d that the MaP may Prove 
“n ¡he W«t the risinS generation
wanhvof Indies knowledge regarding the geo- 
graphy of the colonies m which they live.

°rder f°r twelve impressions of the 
Trinidad' andncore-eiVb 'T” Canadian Mission in 
a rima act, and copies have been requisitioned bv the 
SS" D ^¥5 “,d

"<f « £ "> »><
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THE WORLD S BIGGEST CENTRAL. PORT-OF-SPAIN’S WATER SUPPLY.

Plantation Delicias in Cuba, says Facts about 
Sugar, filled its millionth bag of sugar for this year’s 
crop on August 14th, and was still grinding. In 
Cuba seven bags of sugar go to the ton, conse­
quently, 142,000 tons had been the output to that 
date.

The crushing equipment at Delicias 
consists of three tandems, each being 
equipped with double crushers and 
15-roller mills. The average tonnage of 
canes ground per tandem per hour has 
been 109.5 tons. All the crushing 
machinery was built by the Fulton Iron 
Works Company.

The boiler plant consists of 30 multi­
tubular boilers of a combined capacity 
of 7,500 horse-power. In addition the 
mill has three Babcock and Wilcox 
boilers of a combined capacity of 16,050 
horse-power.

The mill’s three evaporators have a 
total of 63,000 square feet of heating 
surface, and it has one pre-evaporator 
of 10,000 square feet. There are nine 
vacuum pans of 13 feet diamenter, 
which were built by Joseph Oat and 
Sons, R. D. Wood and M. II. Treadwell 
Company. The last-mentioned concern 
is also chiefly responsible for the 38 

16 forty-

crystallisers, each 9 by 24 feet, with 
which the mill is equipped. There are 28 
forty-inch water-driven centrifugals, and 
inch electrically-driven centrifugals, all supplied by 
Watson, Laidlaw and Company.

The megass carriers, sugar conveyors, cane con-

A Turbine at Cocorite.

This plant entirely of British manufacture, can deliver 1,500,000 gallons of
water to Port of Spain in 24 hours.

veyors and elevators, with which the mill is fully 
equipped, were built by the Link-Belt Company, 
while automatic sugar bagging and weighing 
machinery was furnished by the Richardson Scale 
Company. The Link-Belt Company also supplied 
the carriers feeding each tandem.

Modern Pumping Station.

The new waterworks pumping station at Cocorite 
Farm, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, recently erected by 
the City Council at a cost of £25,588 18s. Id., for 
the purpose of augmenting the supply to the 

Trinidad’s New Pumping Station.

This new water pumping station has recently been erected at Coco rite, 
Trinidad. It will greatly augment Port of Spain water supply.

city, was formally opened bv the Governor. 
The system is one of pumping from wells sunk 
near to each other on the lands of the Cocorite 
Farm, a coconut estate owned for many years past 

by the Corporation, all the wells being 
connected. The plant was designed by 
the late Mr. Charles A. R. Farrell,
B.Sc., City Engineer, to whom is due 
also the credit of having, by patient and 
continuous efforts, convinced the autho­
rities that his scheme and his site for 
the sinking of the wells was the most 
suitable. Unfortunately Mr. Farrell 
died before the completion of the erec­
tion of the works, though not until very 
near the end ; and the scheme was then 
brought to completion by the new City 
Engineer, Mr. T. H. Scott, assisted 
by Mr. W. J. Anderson, Asst. Engineer, 
and Mr. W. M. Dickson, mechanical 
engineer to the Corporation.

The plant comprises a complete dupli­
cate set of engines and pumps. The 
engines are of the semi-Diesel type, by 
Messrs. Mirrless, Bickerton, Day & Co., 
of Stockwell, England; of 200 h.p. each, 
and their consumption of fuel oil is 
remarkably low, averaging not more 

than 5 gallons per hour when working at full speed. 
The pumps are of the three-throw ram type, by 
Messrs. Frank Pearn & Co.

The illustrations on this page are from photo­
graphs by Mr. Reginald L. Power, to whom the 
Circular is indebted for their loan.
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PLANTATION WHITE SUGAR. REFINED SUGAR IN INDIA.

The Cause of Deterioration. The Influence of Religious Sentiment.

The Department of Agriculture of Mauritius has 
issued a Bulletin (No. 24) giving the results of in­
vestigations conducted by Dr. Tempany, the 
Director of Agriculture, and Mr. D. D’Emmerez 
de Charmoy, Assistant Director, in Mauritius in 
connection with the deterioration of white planta­
tion sugars.

The conclusion arrived at is that the cause is 
primarily the absorption of moisture from the 
atmosphere. If such sugar can be protected from 
absorbing moisture from the air, it will not deterio­
rate but, on the contrary, will keep indefinitely. 
The fact that organisms capable of causing destruc­
tion of sucrose invariably exist in such sugars is a 
matter of smaller importance since it is impossible 
to produce, commercially, absolutely sterile sugars 
under existing conditions, and if the moisture con­
tent does not exceed the danger point they cannot 
develop.

The question therefore of minimising losses of this 
description consists essentially in protecting sugars 
as far as possible from conditions likely to lead 
to moisture absorption, and in this connection the 
construction of warehouses where sugar is in­
tended to be stored is a matter of the greatest 
importance. There is no doubt that existing ware­
house accommodation requires to be considerably 
modified in form if the desired degree of protection 
is to be fully secured.

In the light of the information brought forward 
it seems clear that warehouses for the storage of 
sugar should be solidly constructed, they should 
be fitted with doors and windows capable of being 
tightly closed to avoid currents of moist air, and, 
above all, they should be fitted with floors of non­
conducting material; warehouses in which sugar is 
stored should be opened as infreouently as possible 
after the sugar has been placed therein and for 
purposes of inspection it is desirable that protected 
or double doors should be provided so as to mini­
mise the risk of air currents. To facilitate inspec­
tion in stores of this type, electric light would be 
a very desirable addition. It is possible that some 
special provision could be made for drying the air, 
inside sugar stores, but on this point it is not pos­
sible to pronounce a definite opinion at present.

It is, however, of interest to note that jute, of 
which material sugar bags are universally made, 
possesses great hygroscopic power. To exemplify 
this it may be stated that a sample piece of jute 
bag exposed to a damp atmosphere for 10 days had 
at the end of that time absorbed 35 per cent, of its 
weight of moisture. It seems not improbable that 
this property of jute may assist in drying the air 
in sugar stores to some extent and so may tend to 
counteract the conditions leading to deterioration. 
Another practice which has been found of use in 
other countries in counteracting the tendency to 
moisture absorption lies in the use of crinkled paper 
linings for sugar bags, which tends to protect the 
sugar from direct contact with the air.

(Continued at foot of next column.)

By Rao Saheb Kasanji D. Naik, M.A.

Officiating Secretary of the Pusa Sugar Bureau of 
the Imperial Department of Agriculture in India.

Any estimate of the total production of refined 
sugar in India should include not only the output 
of factories making sugar direct from cane and of 
modern refineries working with gur or rab as their 
raw material, but also sugar refined in small estab­
lishments following the indigenous method of sugar- 
making. As will be seen below, this industry is not 
insignificant as it produced no less than 58,000 
tons of sugar in the year 1920.

The amount of sugar refined each year depends 
entirely on the price of sugar and the character of 
the season. In fact the decline of this industry 
synchronises with the increasing import of cheap 
foreign sugar. The stock in trade required is prac­
tically nil, consisting of a masonry pit, and a 
certain number of sacks or earthern vessels and the 
bamboos through which the molasses runs.

This process of making sugar is extremely waste­
ful as it enables the khandsari to recover only from 
three to four maunds of sugar from 100 maunds 
of cane, against nearly 9.5 maunds obtainable in 
up-to-date factories and 4|—5^ maunds obtained 
in modern refineries working with gur as their raw 
material. The cost of production is so high that it 
has a limited market only among orthodox Hindus, 
the product not being able to compete with im­
ported sugar or sugar made in India by modem 
factory methods. As a matter of fact, it is only 
the prevalence of a religious sentiment among 
Hindus in favour of country-made sugar free from 
the use of bone char in refining, which has enabled 
this process still to exist in some parts of India, 
e.g., United Provinces, Punjab, Bihar, Bengal and 
Madras.

A brief description of the process will not be 
without interest to some readers. In the United 
Provinces where rab (mixed crystallized sugar and 
molasses) is the material used for refining it is put 
into gunny bags, which are stacked in piles, and are 
pressed down bv the feet. The molasses exudes 
through the bags and runs off in small drains. The 
resulting product is then removed from the bags 
and stacked to a depth of three or four feet on 
bamboos covered with reeds or cotton stalks. The 
further treatment to which it is submitted is 
similar to that used for refining gur, a description 
of which is given below.

It may be mentioned at the outset that country 
gur refineries work on more or less the same prin-

It is not to be inferred, says the Bulletin, that 
attention to cleanliness and consequent minimisa­
tion of infection with micro-organisms is to be 
neglected, but the fact remains that the prime 
cause of deterioration of white sugar lies not so 
much m the organisms which they contain as in 
the atmospheric conditions at the point of storage.
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ciples. The only difference is in the method of 
curing, which differs in different provinces. The 
process, as described by Mr. Maxwell, Manager of 
the New Savan Sugar Works, is as follows :—

The gur is melted down to a density of about 
25 degrees Beaumé with water and concentrated 
to a massecuite in open pans. The finished mas­
secuite is either cured in hand centrifugals, which 
is no doubt the more economical method of the two, 
or is discharged into draining baskets consisting of 
a wooden framework 2 ft. wide, 4 ft. long and 2 ft. 
deep, lined with bamboo matting, through which 
the mother liquor is allowed to drain out in the 
course of a month or three weeks, according to the 
viscosity of the boiling. The result is a yellow- 
brown concrete sugar remaining inside the matting- 
lined box. In order to obtain a higher grade of 
sugar (i.e., a fine whitish grain sugar) this sugar 
is covered with a layer of one to two inches of a 
water weed called 66 sewar,” which is renewed from 
time to time. The action of this weed is twofold, 
viz., gradually dissolving the film of molasses sur­
rounding the crystals, which is carried downwards, 
and ultimately comes out through the apertures of 
the bamboo matting and (2) the bleaching effect 
produced by the acids of the weed. The process 
is obviously very slow. From time to time a layer 
of a few inches of the clarified sugar is scraped off 
the top as a whitish concrete sugar. This is spread 
out on mats and the adhering crystals are separated 
by the primitive method of trampling with the feet. 
The result is a granulated, fine grain, whitish sugar 
which commands a high price in the market as 
being real deshi sugar.

In Southern India, when country sugar is to be 
made, treacle is prepared and stored in earthen 
pots having a narrow mouth. These pots are 
placed one over the other with their tops down, so 
that the molasses runs out easily. They are kept 
in this position for not less than two months. The 
raw sugar is then transferred to cylindrical bamboo 
baskets and undergoes a process of refining similar 
to that described as prevalent in other parts. The 
resulting product is called china, which is further 
subjected to boiling, addition of milk water and 
removal of impurities. The final product so 
obtained is called bura. It is dried in the mats 
for a day or two and then packed into bags.

In the year 1920, when the price of sugar was 
the highest ever recorded, the Directors of Agri­
culture in the various provinces were requested by 
the Secretary of the Sugar Bureau to ascertain the 
extent of this industry in their respective provinces 
and furnish information regarding the number o 
such refineries and their total output. From e 
returns forwarded by them the number of retinenes 
in operation in 1920, worked out to 3,188, of which 
1,791 were in the United Provinces; 1,086 m the 
Punjab, 206 in Bihar and Orissa, 81 in Bengal, 
22 in Madras and one each in Assam and Burma. 
In the Central Provinces, Bombay, and the North- 
West Frontier Province, no such refineries were 
reported to be in existence. .. ,

The total output of sugar from these establish­
ments is given below :— _______________

(Continued at foot of next column.)

CACAO AND EDUCATION.

A system of teaching geography to children by 
means of cacao is recommended by the Francis 
P. W. Parker School in Chicago. This school was 
one of the pioneers in using new materials in educa­
tion, and publishes a year-book outlining its 
methods which is studied all over the country. 
Cacao was selected because it had a direct appeal 
to the children and because it represented the 
tropical countries in the same way that meat repre­
sented the temperate and arctic regions. While this 
is not an innovation of the last year, it is interest­
ing because it indicates the lines along which 
schools are working.

The system followed is thus described by the 
Tea and Coffee Trade Journal : Prior to the start 
of the journey in search of cacao, a large loose-leaf 
note-book is made by each child. This is the Travel 
Book for his record.

Preparations are made for the trip from Chicago 
to New York. The Great White Fleet steamer is 
used from New York to Jamaica. A day’s visit is 
made to a cacao plantation in Jamaica. Full 
observations of the planting, growth, gathering, 
and preparing for shipment of the cacao beans is 
made.

At this point a real trip is taken to the Garfield 
Park Conservatory, to see a real cacao tree. A 
second real trip is then taken to a candy factory, 
where are seen the full processes of making cocoa 
and chocolate. The amount of cacao beans used 
by this factory raises the question, Does Jamaica 
supply the world with cacao ?

The imaginary trip is resumed in the quest for 
countries similar in climate to that of Jamaica. As 
the children go along they study all the features 
of the country. For instance, they make a real 
trip to the Lincoln Park Zoo to see the animals 
met with on the journey, and when some questions 
arose as to the sun’s rays in relation to weather 
they -wrote to schools in Kingston, Havana, Rio 
de Janeiro, and Buenos Aires asking for the facts.

Number of 
Establishments.

Sugar 
in Mds.

made
in Tons

United Provinces 
Punjab ..............  
Bihar and Orissa 
* Bengal..
Madras ...
Assam
Burma ...............

1791
1086
206

81
22

1
1

1,308,748
32,980

110,202
77,925
59,388 

948 
300

47,989 
1,209 
4,040 
2,857
2,179 

35
11

3188 1,590,491 58,320

As mentioned above, the industry depends for 
its existence not upon economic grounds but on 
religious sentiment. With the gradual weakening 
of that sentiment, the establishment of more 
modern factories in India, and the increasing 
cheapness of the product manufactured in up-to- 
date factories, this industry will lose its importance 
even if it does not wholly die out.

Tn Bengal the industry is prevalent in the two districts of 
Jessore and Farid pur, where the Jaggery or gur refined 
is produced from date-palms.
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HUMUS AND PHOSPHORIC ACID.

A useful article by Mr. K. Mack on the Influence 
of Humic Acids on the Assimilation of Phosphoric 
Acid has recently appeared in the Chemiker 
Zeitung. For the following abstract of it the 
Circular is indebted to The Fertiliser and Feed- 
ing-Stuffs Journal.

Phosphoric acid, says Mr. Mack, occurs in the 
soil in the form of mono-, di- and tri-plhosphates of 
the alkali metals, calcium, aluminium, magnesium, 
iron and manganese, and possibly also as tetraphos­
phates of the heavier of these metals. It is also pre­
cipitated by their hydroxides, carbonates and sili­
cates from the soil water in which it exists as ions, 
these insoluble phosphates being partially converted 
into soluble forms by bacterial action, that is to say 
by the carbon dioxide and the organic acids result­
ing from such action in the soil. A solvent action 
is also exerted by the considerable quantities of 
humic acids present. Furthermore, the stubble 
and roots of plants and other vegetable matter 
■furnish the soil with phosphoric acid in different 
forms of organic combination, such as phospha­
tides, phytines and nucleoproteids. Stocklasa, in 
experiments on the assimilation of phosphoric 
acids by bacteria, found that the combined acid in 
soil is far more readily assimilated than are the 
pure insoluble phosphates, and he therefore 
assumed the existence of previously unrecognised 
forms of phosphates, viz., readily assimilable 
*‘ humophosph ates. ’’

The author has isolated humic acids from peat 
and separated the alkali humates, by treatment 
with sodium chloride solution, into a soluble and 
an insoluble form, from both of which the humic 
acid can be precipitated completely by inorganic 
acids, and also by organic acids when sodium 
chloride is present. In the former case, the pre­
cipitated acid is soluble in pure water while fresh, 
but loses this property on being dried. The finely 
powdered humic acid was allowed to react with 
secondary and tertiary -calcium phosphate and 
with the tertiary phosphates of iron and 
aluminium, in the proportion of 10 grms. of humic 
acid to 1/100th molecule of phosphoric acid, and 
sufficient water to make 1 litre, the mixture being 
kept at room temperature for 48 hours, with occa­
sional shaking.

In all cases the insoluble phosphates were par­
tially transformed into soluble monophosphates, 
the greatest effect (28.46 to 29.45 per cent, of the 
total phosphorus pentoxide present) being obtained 
with the calcium phosphates, the proportions with 
aluminium and iron phosphates being 12.54 per 
cent, and 7.46 per cent, respectively. On con­
verting the humic acid into ammonium humate, by 
treatment with ammonia, the amount of mono­
phosphate formed was slightly less in the case of 
calcium (23.08 per cent.), but higher in the ease 
ot aluminium (23.77 per cent.) and iron (20.37 
per cent.). Similar results were furnished by the 
potassium and sodium salts of humic acid, but the 
experiments were not carried any further with 
these compounds, since the bases themselves have 

a greater dissociative action on phosphates than is 
the case with ammonia.

To ascertain how the humic substances in the 
soil behave towards the insoluble phosphates, 
several specimens of humus soil were extracted 
with weak (0.5 per cent.) ammonia, after the dis­
sociated phosphates had been washed out w’ith 
pure water. The first sample (woodland soil), 
containing 0.095 per cent, of phosphorus pent­
oxide, furnished 2.89 per cent, of dry (ammonia) 
extract, which, on calcination, yielded 0.0488 per 
cent, of phosphorus pentoxide (51.37 per cent, of 
the total oxide), 0.0439 per cent, of ferric oxide, 
0.0192 per cent, of alumina and 0.0113 per cent, 
of lime.

The second sample was from a compost heap 
mixed with bone meal and lime, and contained 
0.274 per cent, of phosphorus pentoxide. The 
dried ammoniacal extract weighed 3.21 per cent, 
and the ash of same furnished 0.0096 per cent, 
of phosphorus pentoxide (3.5 per cent, of the 
total oxide), 0.022 per cent, of ferric oxide and 
alumina and 0.141 per cent, of lime. The third 
sample—well-manured garden soil—contained 
0.146 per cent, of pentoxide, and the dried ex­
tract weighed 3.57 per cent., the ash furnishing 
0.0369 per cent, of pentoxide (25.27 per cent, 
of the total), 0.1033 per cent, of ferric oxide and 
alumina and 0.1207 per cent, of lime. Ten grms. 
of the ammoniacal extract were extracted with 
ether and then with alcohol, the former dissolv­
ing out 0.024 grm. of a bituminous substance 
free from phosphoric acid. The alcohol ex­
tracted 1.782 grm. of a dark brown substance 
soluble in water and containing 0.0043 grm. of 
phosphorus pentoxide, together with traces of 
iron and calcium. The presence of ammonium 
phosphate in the ammoniacal extract was tested 
for by treating 10 grms. with semi-saturated 
sodium chloride solution. Owing to the partial 
solubility of the extract, the filtrate was treated 
with more sodium chloride and rendered dis­
tinctly acid with hydrochloric acid, which pre­
cipitated the humic acid almost completely. 
After adding ammonium citrate, on account of 
the iron, lime and alumina, the phosphoric acid 
was thrown down with magnesia mixture, 0.0015 
grm. of pentoxide being obtained.

Since, in all three cases, there was an excess 
bases, the phosphoric acid was mainly in the 

condition of basic phosphates, which explains the 
small amount extractible from the garden soil by 
the sodium chloride treatment. In spite of the 
relativdy large amount of phosphoric acid in the 
soil, the amount obtained in the extract was sur­
prisingly small, and explains the bad effect of 
overtiming moorland soils. The existing assump­
tion that the humic acids contain phosphoric acid 
m organic combination must be characterised as 
erroneous. The iron and alumina present in all 
from IP °nl|y the soluble phosphates
X" be- SO1 T! ’ ^)ut are also able to extract 
Phosphonc acid from the insoluble phosphates pre- 
ZV? presence of alkalis or alkaline salts, the 
phosphates of iron and alumina in the soil are 
combined by the humus complex, and the circum-
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stance that the slightly alkaline soils are the most 
fruitful indicates the formation of soluble salts of 
the humatophosphatoferric (and aluminic) acids in 
such soils. In consequence of the high absorptive 
capacity of these soils and the colloidal character 
of the complex acids and salts in question, only 
very small quantities of the complex phosphoric 
acid compounds escape into the subsoil.

Experiments have shown that the humato­
phosphatoferric (and aluminic) acids are more 
readily assimilated by plants than inorganic 
phosphoric acid, and it would appear that the 
success attending the use of ferric hydroxide as an 
addition to calcium cyanamide and sulphate of 
ammonia is due to the resulting formation of huma- 
tophosphato-ferric salts.

The conclusions to be drawn from these investi­
gations are that ferruginous deposits of crude phos­
phates, though they cannot be entirely converted 
into soluble phosphates, are suitable for applica­
tion to soils containing humus and of a slightly 
alkaline character, since, under these conditions, 
the phosphoric acid is rendered easily assimilable. 
The only preliminary treatment required is such 
as will destroy the crystalline structure. The 
effect of such phosphates is improved by the con­
joint application of manures furnishing humus, 
and where such manures are lacking, peat forms 
a valuable substitute, since it also supplies nitro­
gen and food for the soil bacteria.

THE BARBADOS-MIAMI CABLE.
International Controversy Ended.

The United States Government, having at last 
consented to the landing of the Barbados-Florida 
cable at Miami, the new telegraphic route between 
Brazil and America, in which it forms a link, was 
formally opened on September 7th, the day on 
which the centenary of the Independence of Brazil 
was celebrated. The Miami-Barbados cable is 
owned by the Western Union Company, an 
American concern, whilst the Pernambuco-Barbados 
link is the property of the English Western Tele­
graph Company, to whose monopoly in South 
America Washington objected. An acute inter­
national controversy was raised, and for nearly two 
years the shore end of the cable has been buoyed 
off the Florida coast. .

It will be recalled that Barbados, m granting 
landing rights, made it a condition that the com­
panies should accept messages for transmission 
from Barbados to the United Kingdom when all 
existing routes were interrupted. The new cables 
are very clearly and distinctly marked on The es 
India Committee’s new wall map, to which refer­
ence is made elsewhere in this issue.

The price of the Map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 15, Seething Lane, Lon­
don, E.C.3, is as follows :—

Sheet
Mounted and folded ...
Mounted on rollers

*British West Indies 19/- 

Other 
Post Free Coun- 
W. Indies tries. 

9/6 10/6 
15/6 15/6

Post Free 
U.K.
8/6 

15/6

Price 
7/6

12/6 14/- 19/- *
Canada 22/- ; elsewhere accord­

ing to destination.

TRINIDAD CHOCOLATE.
Possibilities of the Local Market.

A Committee of the Trinidad Agricultural Society 
has had under consideration the question of the 
manufacture of chocolate in the island. Their re­
port, which is signed by Mr. A. B. Stollmeyer, is 
now available. From this it appears that the com­
mittee met on four occasions, and restricted their 
efforts firstly to the consideration of the commercial 
side of investigating the possibilities of manufactur­
ing locally and shipping chocolate in partly manu­
factured or “block” form to the manufacturers, 
instead of in the raw bean. To this end, they corre­
sponded with representative firms in the United 
Kingdom, France, Holland, Canada, and the United 
States, and their finding have been that apart from 
existing protective duties on the manufactured 
article into these countries, general expressions 
deprecating the suggestion were made by importers 
and manufacturers alike, on the grounds of the in­
troduction of an article to which they have been 
unaccustomed, and to the fact that departure from 
the accepted process of manufacture would be en­
tailed.

The consideration of the possibilities attached to 
manufacturing chocolate for local consumption, and 
for nearby export trade, was also engaged in, and 
in this the committee found that there was material 
room for expansion with success, if manufacture be 
undertaken on co-operative lines by planters based 
on a similar organisation to that which obtains at 
present in Ceylon. They were informed that in 
that colony success was conditional on a sufficient 
factory capacity to merit up-to-date equipment, the 
employment of a trainer and responsible manager, 
and a travelling representative to introduce their 
products into nearby markets.

HOME-GROWN SUGAR.
A Forthcoming Amalgamation.

In accordance with the working arrangements 
which have been entered into with the view to the 
future amalgamation of the Kelham and Cantley 
sugar beet schemes, it has been arranged for the 
sugar beet crops of the Kelham growers to be 
worked at the Cantley beet sugar factory this year. 
By dealing with the total acreage of beet now being 
grown in this country (upwards of 8,000 acres) at 
one factory, so that it can work at its full capacity, 
it is hoped to secure the lowest economic cost of 
sugar production for future guidance. In the mean­
time proposals for extending and improving the 
Kelham beet sugar factory are under consideration, 
with the same object in view for future seasons.

The beet contracts department of Home Grown 
Su^ar Ltd. (Kelham), has been placed at the dis­
posal of the English Beet Sugar Corporation, Ltd. 
(Cantley), for the present campaign, and Mr. Alfred 
Wood F.C.A., the Secretary of Home Grown Sugar, 
I.td , has agreed to act as Assistant Secretary of the 
English Beet Sugar Corporation, Ltd. It is the 
intention of both companies that Mr. V\ ood shall be 
appointed to be the Secretary of the new company 
when the proposed amalgamation has been effected.
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A FRUIT TRADE FOR TRINIDAD.

Fruit-growing in Trinidad and Tobago, said Mr. 
Stollmeyer, discussing a paper on “ Trinidad’s 
Fruit-growing Possibilities,” read at a meeting of 
the Trinidad Agricultural Society on March 5th,* is 
replete with possibilities, not only to supply 
adequately a rapidly growing local demand, but in 
bringing the colony’s products to the markets of 
the world. “Attempts in the past have been made 
to encourage the growing of fruit here on a com­
mercial scale, but the efforts were unsuccessful for 
many reasons, the chief among which I venture to 
say was the lack of confidence at that period in its 
future, and there was much to justify this feeling. 
The outlook in the past seemed to . hold out no 
measure of hope that such an industry would 
ultimately receive support, and be stabilized, and 
under such conditions it was not possible to view 
its future with anything like encouragement. 
Times have happily changed for the better, and the 
political atmosphere is such to-day that it is 
pleasing to feel we can entertain the thought that 
initiative and enterprise can command a measure of 
recognition and reward. My purpose is not to in­
dulge in platitudes, but to endeavour to place 
before this Society and through it to the agri­
culturists of our neighbouring islands—for my 
sentiments can be of equal benefit and applicable to 

group the possibilities which the development 
of this industry can offer.

“To be brief, three main questions require to be 
dealt with, they are :—

(1) Can we produce fruit such as oranges, 
bananas and pineapples with equal success, 
as they can be grown in the present centres 
of supply?

(2) On what market in particular can we de­
pend, and can we look forward to the proper 
means of transporting our fruit to that 
market when it is available ? and

(3) Can we market our fruit profitably, and 
successfully meet competition?

I say with every assurance that these questions 
can be answered in the affirmative, and for these 
reasons I feel justified m asking the serious con­
sideration of agnculturists to the development of 
this industry With regard to the first question : 
I he suitability of soils and climate of these islands 
with™J^rowmg can not only compare favourably 

th other producing centres, but in my own 
adaptable 6 VeW much more
pencil,1 natural soils of this island and,
ban an J? ^“2’ of,the West Indies for citrus;

pineaPPles may considered as 
FhriH '“"JP5™ with, for instance, those of Se^s SUC“SS in meas-
clud neirtoX °n the “ost intensive culture in- 

ding irrigation. Our average rainfall is 
adequate, m fact, is all that could be desired and 
provided means are adopted to conserve ’ Xs 
natural moisture in our hilly and lesser damn 
situations, no irrigation is imperative. With S 
advantages we can without doubt produce tS 
nuts at least equal m excellence to, and perhaps

* See The West India Committee Circdlae, No. 617, p. 263. 

more economically than our Northern neighbours. 
The fact that these fruits are of tropical origin, and 
these Islands are their natural habitat is in itself 
sufficient to justify this proof. The answers to 
questions 2 and 3 are vital, for after having pro­
duced our fruit we naturally must look for a 
market and a profitable one, and a means of trans­
port to that market, for unless we can entertain 
reasonable hope that these assurances are depend­
able it would be idle to attempt the growing.

“The fruit trade is one that should move quickly, 
and requires a frequent and regular steamship ser­
vice. Our markets are not limited, but my view is 
that Canada would be our best outlet, and we have 
in her government Mercantile Marine a means of 
transport which needs encouragement and support. 
In the course of time there is every reason 
to believe that the Canadian Government as a 
result of our reciprocal treaty would quite willingly 
afford fruit protective encouragement, and we 
would be justified when we have the necessary 
quantity to offer, to make representation under this 
treaty for a preference at least equal to the present 
fanff now inflicted on British fruit entering the ports 
of the United States. For these reasons I cannot 
express too strongly the inestimable value which 
the adoption of this service of steamers, and this 
market, would be to this industry. In the course of 
time when our production demands it, the request 
for refrigerated space could be called for to carry 
banauas and pineapples in the summer, and we 
could accommodate them—if we have a will to do 
it—with a sufficient number of oranges and grape­
fruit to cope with the ever-growing demands of the 
JJominion. It will interest you to know that the

°f oranseslgrape fruit into Canada 
aurin 1921 were roughlv respectively 250,000 000 
and 20,000,000, all of which with little exception

Ca,ifo™a Florida. This is an 
to - . helr Present consumption and an index
indust^ h'l ' The future of thYs
industry has no illusion for me, and I am a verv 
enthusiastic believer in it. Proper handling will be 
necessary and, above all, efficient organisation and 
Seated f™"5 S:de’ an^n the other, 
tol to v presentat‘ves, aU of which can he 
rought about with intelligent application.”

BRITISH GUIANA SUGAR EXPORTS.

The Circular is indebted to the British 
Sugar Proprietors for the following statemenZ

1st January to 28th July, 1922. g " period

Months.

J anuary 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July

Total

United 
Quantity.

Tons.
962

3996’48
2489-Ä

1^7’
594948 
5419’^
2350’^

21314'48

Kingdom.
Value.

$ C.
64,916 00

255,62100
154 915 00

9,75000
563,53900
370,23600
194,495 00

$1,613,47200

Quantity. 

Tons.

Canada.

4084 1« 
5346 ^

5047^
5/35'48

Value.

$ c.
78,31500

286,82700
335.24400 
475,37600
119443 00 
376,11300
477,75500

$2,148,9730030636- J g



September 14, 1922. THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. 423

TRINIDAD'S OIL INDUSTRY. COTTON IN AFRICA.

Record Production in 1921.

In his annual report on the Mines Branch of the 
Lands and Mines Department of Trinidad, Mr. 
A. P. Catherall, Inspector of Mines, gives, as usual, 
a valuable account of the development of the local 
oil industry.

During 1921, the year under review, there was 
much activity in this industry. There was a con­
siderable increase in the footage drilled by the 
various oil companies, with the result that the pro­
duction of crude oil has also been largely increased. 
During the year 1921 the greatest production of 
crude oil in the history of the colony has been ob­
tained. Although the exports of crude oil and its 
products during the period under review show an 
increase over the year 1920, they are still below the 
quantities exported in 1918 and 1919; there were, 
however, at the close of the year large stocks in 
storage. The Admiralty continue to purchase con­
siderable quantities of oil fuel, and have entered 
into new contracts to take supplies from two local 
companies, viz., the Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., and 
the United British Refineries, Ltd. Shipments of 
both crude oil and refined products continue to be 
made to private firms in the United Kingdom, and 
there is also a considerable trade with the other 
West Indian Colonies. Regular shipments are also 
made by steamers calling at Trinidad for oil 
bunkers.

The following table shows the number of feet 
drilled and the quantity of oil produced during the 
period under review as compared with the years 
1919 and 1920 :—

Crown Lands ...
Private Lands ...

Total ..

1919.
Feet Oil Won. 

drilled. Imp.gals.
49,122 53.534,295
18,937 10,902,337
68,059 64,436,632

1920. 1921.
Feet Oil Won. Feet Oil Won 

drilled. Imp.gals, drilled. Imp.gals. 
53,404 61,532,046 70,710 61,325,279 
23,972 11,373,901 46,150 21,0/0,316 
77,376 72,905,947 116,860 82,395,595

During the year 1921 the number of new wells 
drilled was 84 (49 on Crown lands and 35 on 
private lands), a total increase of 17 over the pre­
vious year. In 42 of these wells oil was struck. 
The total number of wells drilled in the colony from 
the commencement of operations to December 31st 
last was 607, of which 362 were on Crown lands.

At the close of the year 1921, 20 companies were 
actively engaged in the winning of oil, as against 
22 at the end of 1920. Several companies had, how­
ever, temporarily suspended operations just e ore 
the end of the year.

Details regarding the work of the various com­
panies are given in the report, which can be seen 
at The West India Committee Rooms.

Mr. C. B. R. King, M.A., and Mr. J. O. Gordon 
leave Dover in the Dutch mail s.s. Venezuela on 
September 6th for Trinidad, where they will enter 
the West Indian Agricultural College as students.

To obviate the removal of their names ^om the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The Wes 
India Committee who have not yet paid their sub­
scription for the current year are reqites ed o 
at once.

Nigeria's Output of Long-Staple.

The cultivation of improved long-staple cotton in 
the Northern Provinces of Nigeria continues to 
make steady progress, and it was stated at the last 
meeting of the Council of the British Cotton Grow­
ing Association that the purchases of this type of 
cotton so far this year constitutes a record—namely, 
7,357 bales, as compared with 5,016 bales for the 
same period of last year. The Association have 
concentrated their efforts for some years towards 
encouraging the cultivation of improved cotton in 
the Northern Provinces, and the results achieved 
have been most gratifying. The exports of cotton 
from Uganda in 1921 amounted to 81,340 bales, 
which constitute a record, and compare with 52,000 
bales for the previous year. Unfortunately there 
has been a severe drought in most districts during 
the growing season of the 1921-22 crop, with the 
result that the production is expected to show a 
large falling-off. At the same time efforts are being 
made to induce the natives to cultivate a second 
crop by early planting, in order to obtain a harvest 
about October-November. This has been done 
before, and has been fairly successful.

OBITUARY.

Major Gardiner Bruce Austin.
It is with great regret that we have to record 

the death of Major Gardiner Bruce Austin, which 
took place in Trinidad on August 10th.

Possessed of a genial and engaging personality and 
gifted with irrepressible bonhomie, Major Bruce 
Austin, better known to his intimates as “ Stiggs,” 
enjoyed wide popularity not only in the islands of his 
birth and adoption but also throughout the West 
Indies and at home. Born in 1864, he was the son of 
the Rev. Preston Bruce Austin, Rector of St. James 
and St. Philip, in Barbados, with which island the 
family has been connected for generations. After re­
ceiving his education at Harrison College he joined 
the firm of Cavan & Co., now Gardiner, Austin & Co.; 
but later he entered the service of the Standard Life 
Assurance Company to which he became Inspector of 
Agencies, and eventually head of their office in Port 
of Spain. An enthusiastic volunteer he commanded 
the Trinidad Light Horse, only retiring after the war. 
He was married to Miss Marie Damien, who pre­
deceased him, and leaves two sons and a daughter 
with whom much sympathy will be felt. The last sad 
ceremony took place at St. Mary’s, Tacangua, wheic 
Major Bruce Austin was laid to rest in the presence 
of a large gathering of his friends.

The following publications are obtainable at The 
West India Committee Rooms, 15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.r—

“The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Jones and 
Scard; 26/- (Post free).

“The Banana: Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/- (Post 
free) .“Cacao: A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/- (Post free).
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WITHERTIP IN DOMINICA.
Is Poor Cultivation the Cause ?

Mr. S. F. Ashby, Mycologist on the staff of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture, recently 
visited Dominica to investigate an outbreak of 
Withertip disease, which has been attacking the 
lime plantations in that island. He found the 
disease more widely distributed than was at first 
suspected, occurring as it did in the Roseau Valley 
and at Sherwood, Saltoun, etc., as well as in the 
Grand Bay District.

It is doubtless too early yet to decide what effect 
the blossom blight and fruit spot form of the disease 
is likely to produce on the late crop, but Mr. Ashby 
suggests that observations in regard to that should 
be made by the agricultural officers in co-operation 
with planters. It is also desirable to form an esti­
mate of the injury due to the withertip form of the 
disease, especially on young trees and also in 
nurseries. In making such observations due regard 
should be given to the age and situation, soil, 
humidity (including rainfall) and management 
(including drainage and manuring) of the planta­
tions.

Mr. Ashby considers it to be quite probable that 
the clothes of labourers are an important means of 
spreading the spores of the fungus in individual 
estates, especially when they are moving about 
among trees wet with rain or dew. In this way 
the disease could be readily carried from one field 
to another separated by a wind-break, where the 
spores would have difficulty in passing through 
such a wind-break by natural agencies. Bees, how­
ever, are likely to be an important means of spread­
ing the blossom-blight form of the disease.

. ‘The fungus isolated from anthracnose spots on 
ripe limes has so far been the common normally 
saprophytic strain of Colletrichum glocosporoides, 
so it is very doubtful if the withertip strain is able 
to infect the rinds of ripe fruit.

Mr. Rorer found in Trinidad that the disease 
attacked seedlings in the nursery. It would there- 
fore, says Mr. Ashby, be advisable to have the 
ingredients for the Bordeaux-resin wash available 
for spraying should withertip appear in the 
nurseries at the Botanic Station. Mr. Rorer 
pointed out, in the Trinidad Bulletin, that the 
Director of Agriculttire had written “ In the 
course of a visit paid one day by Mr. Urich and 
myself to three lime estates in Trinidad with very 
similar climatic conditions, it was noticeable that 
the disease was much more marked in'places where 
the cultivation was poor. Thus, on one estate, 
the older trees which had been in an abandoned 
condition for several years, were badly affected, 
whilst close by young trees under good cultivation 
showed no sign at all of the disease.” It may be 
remarked that m Tobago, where withertip has been 
present for a number of years, it is not regarded 
as a cause of serious injury.

■ J.he of Candidates elected to the West
India Committee during the last three months of the 
current year will, when paid, not be renewable until 
January 1st, 1924,

COLONIAL REPORTS.

Grenada's Cacao Industry.
The report of Mr. N. Julian Paterson, Acting 

Colonial Secretary, on Grenada for the year 1921 is 
brief but instructive.

The revenue amounted to £97,931, and the expend­
iture to £136,969, showing a deficit of ¿£39,038. This 
is mainly the result of the fall of the market prices 
for cacao, the Colony’s staple product. The following 
comparative statement indicates the extent of this 
fall

Value of Cacao Exported from the Colony.
£ £

1917 ................. 412,261 1920 ...................... 466.658
1918 ................. 519,365 1921 165,193
1919 ................. 539,740

The corresponding figures of revenue and expend­
iture for previous years are as follow :—

Year.
1916-17 .................
1917-18 ...............
1918-19 .................
1919 (nine months)
1920..............................

Revenue 

£
114,525
106,138
110,357
87,295

134,128

Expenditure 

£ 
108,078 
109,390 
108,252 
107,011 
148,174

The assets of the Colony at December 31st, 1921, 
stood at £97,512, and the liabilities at £110,800, show­
ing a net deficit of £13,288. The public debt at the 
same date was £223,670, and the sinking fund £62,427.

The values of the exports for the last four years 
are shown in the following statement :—

By the Census

Country.
1918.
E£

1919. 
£

1920. 
£

1921.: 
£

United Kingdom 386,348 238,642 436,531 165,950
Canada ... 15,056 10,902 15,527 16,404
Trinidad 6,548 78,569 32,155 33,725U.S. of America 290,039 107,867 108,955 51,069

- it was shown that the population was
44« less than that in April, 1911. This result is 
attributed to the constant stream of emigration to the 
Canai Zone, Cuba, the United States of America and 

aces; The birth-rate per thousand was 34.86 
death rate J9-5- Judging from the returns as 

to deaths caused by syphilis, it would appear that the 
operation of the Venereal Diseases Ordinance of 191- 

results- 111 1921 the number of 
deaths caused by that disease was 18 as compared 
with 25 in 1920, and 38 in 1919.

A MINIATURE MILL PLANT.
The Fulton Ironworks have recently erected a 

^Ugar faCtOry in Salvad°r. which 
Plete in kmd’ lnasnluch as> while it is com-
piete m itself as any modern milling plant 

tO •tTd qUite as Severe «trains, it 
The i d 6 tons of canes Per hour,

plant consists of a crusher and three 3 roll 
mill nuts with rolls 18 in. by 30 in. Hydrluhc 

tOP r°"S Of the mill 
by 42 " ¿,7 e ’S worked hy an 18 in. 
compounding through solid
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

Several acres of good quality tobacco have re­
cently been reaped at Church Crookham in 
Hampshire.

* * *
That useful field product the soya bean mainly 

comes from China, which supplies 80 per cent, of 
the world’s production. Between 60 and 70 per 
cent, of this is derived from Manchuria.

* * *
During January-July of the present years 36,871 

cwts. of ginger were imported into the United King­
dom of the value of £121,264, as against 
13,664 cwts. of the value of £41,662 in the first 
seven months of 1921.

* * *
The sugar beet has its insect troubles as well as 

the sugar cane. Among these are web-worms and 
army-worms, blister and leaf beetles, together with 
special local brands of insect pests. The principal 
damage is done to the leaves, growth being thus 
retarded. As a rule, however, the insect enemies 
of the sugar beet are more or less local and art* 
seldom very destructive for more than one or two 
years in succession.

* * *
On the subject of the rationing of pigs, Professor 

Eward, of the Iowa Agricultural College, says that 
a young growing pig weighing between 30 to 60 lbs. 
should get about 1 lb. of protein for every pound of 
carbohydrates, when 100 lbs. weight is reached the 
proportion of protein to carbohydrates should be as 
one to five; at 150 lbs. one to six, and at full growth, 
with a weight of from 240 to 300 lbs., the proportion 
should be as one to eight.

* * *
During the early part of 1921, half the automo­

biles of Pernambuco were using alcohol fuel to the 
amount of, approximately, 20,000 gallons per 
month, the spirit used being alcohol from the sugar­
cane products mixed with various percentages of 
kerosene or other mineral oils. At the present time, 
however, according to the American consul at Per­
nambuco, 90 per cent, of the vehicles using alcohol 
have gone back to gasolene.

* * *
Fur-farming promises to become a great industry 

in Canada. It has now advanced beyond the ex­
perimental stage, and in 1921 there were 794 fur 
farms in operation, an increase on the 1920 figure of 
206, in spite of the slump in values of furs during 
that year. They consisted of 758 fox farms, 12 
mink farms, nine racoon, three marten, two skunk, 
four Karatal sheep, three beaver and three 
musk rat farms. The total receipts of the farms in 
1921 amounted to $1,415,236.

* * *
Mr. A. Carr Bennett contributes an article to 

Nicko’s June number, in which he points out that 
the electrification of seeds is by no means intended 
as a substitute for manure, but affords a means of 

doing with less, these two agents together giving a 
better crop, both as regards quantity and quality 
than when non-electrified seed is used. “ Having 
electrified your seed,” he says, 66 give the ordinary 
attention and cultivation you would do otherwise, 
and you will be assured of a better crop.”

•TV W
The subject of the treatment of crops by elec­

tricity is dealt with in a recent work on “ Agricul­
tural Research and the Farmer,” by Mr. V. E. 
Wilkins, which gives an account of the work done 
in this direction at various experimental centres in 
the United Kingdom. The results show that with 
spring-sown cereals an increase of 22 per cent, in 
the yield has been attained and 20 per cent, in the 
case of hay. The maximum current which can be 
used without prejudicial results is 100,000 times as 
great as that normally supplied by the atmosphere.

* * *
For some years past the question of the cultiva­

tion of tobacco in Mauritius has engaged the atten­
tion of the agricultural authorities in that island. 
The extremely comprehensive Mauritius Almanack 
for 1922 says that complete success has attended 
the experiments in this direction, and that the 
necessary licences are now being issued to small 
growers. “ Prospeats for the development of this 
not unimportant minor industry,” says the 
Almanack, “ appear to be decidedly hopeful.” The 
tobacco experimented with was the type grown in 
Reunion.

*
Mr. D. C. Willis, in one of the Agricultural Ex­

tension Notes, published by the Porto Rico Experi­
mental Station, says, that in the cultivation of pine­
apples it has been found that nitrate of soda is of 
little value as a fertiliser, while the results with 
sulphate of ammonia have been exceptionally good. 
Mr. Willis considers that the difference in the effect 
of the two forms of nitrogen on the crops probably 
lies in the different effect they have on the reaction 
of the soil, the nitrate of soda being injurious on 
account of its ultimate alkaline effect, while sul­
phate of ammonia is beneficial because it leads to 
acidity. Acidity of soil appears to be necessary to 
pineapples.

* * *
Mr. F. Scott-Fowwater, M.Sc., A.I.C., in an article 

in The Fertiliser and Feeding-Stuffs Journal, points 
out that the most important fact yet discovered with 
regard to vitamines is that they appear to be abso­
lutely necessary to maintain animal nutrition. An 
animal fed on a diet which contains no vitamines, 
however complete the diet may be in the usual food 
requirements, such as proteins, fats and carbo­
hydrates, soon ceases to gain weight, its nutrition 
becomes faulty, it develops certain diseases and 
ultimately dies, unless the necessary vitamines are 
restored in its diet. Any animal, including man, 
however, which gets a reasonable amount of fresh 
food in its diet, will generally obtain thereby suffi­
cient vitamines for satisfactory nutrition, without 
having to be supplied with specially manufactured 
vitamine-containing food.
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SOME COMPANY NOTES.

Trinidad Central Oilfields.
The accounts for 1921 show a credit balance of £20,441. 

The Directors regret they are unable to recommend a 
dividend. The production for the year was 129,724. barrels, 
against 98,000 for 1920. During the year costs of production 
increased by some 30 per cent., and prices realisable for all 
petroleum products fell seriously. The conditions reported 
in circular to shareholders in May last were largely respon­
sible for this increased cost and disappointing amount of 
production.*

Pursuant to the agreement made with original conces­
sionnaires of the Ortoire lands, the company was under 
obligation in event of its taking up a lease of such lands to 
pay £12 in cash per acre of land taken up under the lease. 
The area under exploration and prospecting licences was 
4-2,216 acres. It was of paramount importance that the com­
pany should be "placed in a position to select areas out of 
their lands to incorporate in the lease, and negotiations were 
entered upon with all parties having rights under the agree­
ment with a view to its amendment. The result has been 
satisfactory, and the rights of all parties over all lands in 
question, with the exception of 5,000 acres of very question­
able value, have been acquired for £42,988.

The geologists who have been in charge of exploration 
work on these lands have now acquired sufficient informa­
tion to advise inclusion of the 37,216 acres in the company’s 
application for a comprehensive lease. While in Trinidad, 
the chairman put in the necessary application to cover not 
only those lands included in the Ortoire areas, but in other 
areas over which the company holds prospecting rights. The 
surveys required by the Trinidad Government are now being 
made.

The Financial News of September 4th gave the following 
comparative table showing the company’s results for the 
past three years:—

Production (barrels)
Trading profit 
Other revenue

1921. 
129,724 
*£1,463

45,129

1920.
98.000 

£65,976
20,231

1919. 
169,667 
£59,689

2,193
Total revenue £43,666 £86,207 £61 882To depreciation 23,428 16,500 10,788Fees and expenses... 12,657 13,621 8,081
Profit... £7,581 £56,086 £43,013Brought in............. 12,860 17,821 9,808
Available £20,441 £73,907 £52,821New issue expenses — 3,463Dividend ............. — 57,584 35,000Rate per cent. — 10% 10%
Carry forward £20,441 

* Loss.
£12,860 £17,821

West India and Panama Telegraph Co. Ltd.
Speaking at the eighty-fifth ordinary general meeting, on 

August 30th, the chairman, Sir Alexander King, said that 
in the present distressful position of the company he would 
probably not be required to enter into a detailed examination 
of the accounts, but that it was only fair to draw attention 
to the fact that with two exceptions the items of expendi­
ture showed a reduction on the figures for 1920. The cost 
of maintenance of cables, including expenses of the Henry 
Holmes, was again high—£53,700, as against £82,200 in 1920.

It was not, however, the working expenses of the Companv 
(which, he contended, were moderate) that had led to the 
present position, but the falling off of traffic receipts. Look­
ing back, but omitting 1920, when so many of their lines 
were interrupted, he found that both in 1918 and in 1919 
the traffic receipts totalled more than £92,000, whereas last 
year they were £70,000 only. It was that additional £22,000

* See The West India Committee Circular, No. 616, p. 226. 
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which was now wanted to enable the Company to continue 
working.

Continuing, he said that when they met in June last 
year he said that traffic receipts for 1921 up to that time 
were fairly good; but in the later months of the year they 
showed a sad falling off. With regard to the present year, 
he regretted he could not repeat what he said last year 
owing to the deplorable state of trade in the region they 
served. In fact, traffic receipts so far this year were very 
disappointing. It was no consolation to know that they 
were not alone in this respect, an analysis of the traffics of 
other Telegraph Companies deriving income from West 
Indian business showed a considerable decrease in 1921 as 
compared with 1920.

Since the end of June this year expenses were in excess 
of income, and they would have been so prior to the end of 
June had it not been that they had been able to let out 
their repairing ship in the early part of the year. Several 
of their stations were, and always had been, worked at a 
loss, but, under the terms of their contract with the Govern­
ment, these stations could not be closed. He was unable 
to offer any hope that expenses would be materially reduced 
and, unless there was a great and speedy revival of trade in 
the West Indies, he could not disguise the fact, nor did 
he wish to do so, that, without assistance of one kind or 
another, the day was coming when they would be unable to 
keep their cables in repair, and this, of course, meant that 
their stations in the West Indies would be cut off from 
telegraphic communication.

In «reply to a question asking whether, when the Henry 
Holmes was put into Trinidad for repairs, a contract was 
made on the usual business lines as to cost and time limit, 
the chairman answered that the usual business lines were 
followed. It was impossible to get a contract for a Lloyd’s 
survey of the ship, because it was not known what repairs 
were necessary until the ship was opened up, and in the case 
of the Henry Holmes this difficulty was very much intensified 
by the fact that the survey ought to have been made, well, 
three years before, in 1915, he supposed. But during the 
war the Government would not allow them to send their 
ship for this survey for fear of telegraphic communication 
being cut off, and, of course, every month, every year cer­
tainly, added to the amount of repairs that were necessarv. 
Until the ship was opened up by the dock people it was 
impossible for anyone to say what repairs were necessary.

In reply to a further question, the chairman said that, 
m his opinion, their troubles were entirely due to the long 
detention of their cable ship at Trinidad. As previously 
admitted, it would have been better to have sent the ship 
elsewhere, but the directors were influenced by patriotic 
feelings. They were advised that the Government dock in 
the West Indies would take longer than, say, some of the 
American docks, and imagined that that might, perhaps, 
be a month or two longer. If they had known that it meant 
20 months, their ship would never have gone to Trinidad. 
They were aware of the facts in Trinidad, but one reason 
for the long time taken was the want of supervision. The 
war had attracted all, or many, of the capable people from 
the Islands. A West Indian Contingent came over, and 
foremen could not be obtained in sufficient numbers to look 
after the workmen. They had worried the Government 
during the last 12 months with many letters, and had been 
to see them, but, with the present economy craze on, the 
Government said that they could not find any money.

Asked if the Government had been told that telegraphic 
communication might have to cease, the chairman replied 
that they had been told that in two or three letters. A 
shareholder suggested that in any further communications 
it should be stated that the company would have to close 
down, and that perhaps that would make the Government 
act. The chairman, in reply, asked how they could close 
down at once.

They had a staff there and a ship. They were getting a
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little money at present with which to pay the wages of the 
staff and of the men on the ship. If they closed down they 
would get nothing. They would have to give their people 
reasonable notice. It would be possible to say to the Govern­
ment that this day three months they would stop working, 
but then they would lose their subsidy, which was £16,000 
a year. They would lose that and have no money with which 
to pay the staff. They must give reasonable notice before 
closing down. Continuing, the chairman said they were 
receiving the same amount of subsidy as before, and could 
not increase their charges. They had pointed that out to the 
Government. Here at home the British Government had 
increased their telegraph charges by 100 per cent. Instead 
of 6d., it now costs Is. to send a message. They had 
pointed out to them that if they could make such an increase 
they would be flourishing, but they had failed to move them 
so far.

A shareholder remarked that it was rather extraordinary 
that the Government did not take some notice of this 
point because a cable company, as they all knew, was in a 
different position from a trading company. The public 
were benefited. It was a case of pro bono publico, and the 
Government ought to recognise that.

The chairman replied that it did recognise it to the extent 
that when they reduced the rates they gave them this 
subsidy, and the point was that they should not increase 
the rates so long as they paid the subsidy, but that was 
before the war. They had not taken into consideration 
that what was worth £1 before the war was now worth only 
15s., and some time ago was worth only 12/- or 13/-. As 
another gentleman had pointed out, in equity they should 
increase the subsidy correspondingly. It was not for want 
of putting these facts before the Government that they 
were in this position. They had put them before the Govern­
ment to the extreme.

Asked if there was a chance of any other company buying 
them up, the chairman replied that they had considered 
that also, and had approached another company. The 
difficulty was that they did not stand alone. Their com­
munications in the West Indies passed through two other 
companies who were connected with them. They had not 
a direct line in the West Indies. They were under strict 
obligations to one of those companies, so that anyone who 
bought them up would probably have to take over the obli­
gations, or at any rate pay for the obligations which bound 
them. If they did not pay for them, this company would 
have to pay compensation, and probably pay away every 
halfpenny it received in respect of purchase money.

The resolution that the report and accounts for 1921 be 
adopted was unanimously agreed.

After passing a vote of thanks to the chairman and 
directors, and to the staff for their work during the past 
year, the chairman was asked if he could tell them anything 
of the nature of the proposal which had been submitted 
to the Government—whether it would help them at all.

He replied that he could not give particulars. He did 
not think it would be fair to the Government, for it was 
not only our Government which was involved. Several 
Governments in the West Indies were involved, as well as 
the Canadian Government. But he could say this if the 
proposal was approved the Company would be, he would 
not say rich, but in a position to pay its way, which at 
present, unfortunately, was not the case. The proceedings 
then terminated. „

Hon. R. E. Brassington has been re-elected 
Chairman of the British Guiana Sugar Planters 
Association for the ensuing year, the following being 
elected as members of the Council : Messrs. G. E. 
Anderson, A. E. Bratt, J. B. Cassels, A. E. Craig, 
IT. Deverill, C. Farrar, W. S. Jones, C. H. Nicolson, 
H. G. Seaford, R. Strang, and E. Walcott.

JAMAICA GOVERNORS.

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XI.—Sir Francis Watson, President.

(Continued from page 405 and concluded.)
In July the Council, hearing that there were 

fourteen ships, supposed to be French, to wind­
ward, delayed the sailing of the Drake (Captain 
Spragg), the only vessel available for local defence, 
as the Assistance frigate was sailing for England; 
and the Callipatch sloop was commissioned with a 
crew of fifty men, and two fire ships were ordered 
to be prepared, the pink Speedwelle being hired for 
£320, and the barque Sivan for £163. Fear of in­
vasion continuing, steps were taken to put the local 
forces in as good order as possible, some difficulty 
being experienced by one or two officers seeking 
promotion to the command of regiments. Steps 
were also taken to build additional fortifications, 
especially at Port Royal.

At this time the Treasury was “ bare of money,” 
and the Council had to borrow from Smyth Kelly, 
the Provost Marshal.

In September, Christopher Codrington, wishing to 
rid himself and the Leeward Islands of some trouble­
some Irishmen, 66 upon pretence that there wa< 
danger of them joining with the enemy,” sent them 
to Jamaica in the ship Anne (Captain John Leach), 
but the Council promptly forbade their landing and 
had them detained at Port Royal. William Drax, 
member of Assembly for St. Ann, having said that 
William III was a usurper, an order for his arrest 
was issued. He fled to St. Jago' de Cuba, and 
Watson sent a letter to the Governor there to de­
mand that he should be delivered up. In October, 
the embargo on shipping was removed, provided 
that vessels sailed in fleets; but it was re-imposed 
in December. In this month the Council refused a 
Habeas Corpus for Robert Elletson on the person of 
the late Chief Justice who had been imprisoned at 
the instance of the Attorney-General, but the deci­
sion was made by a majority of three (Bourden, 
Fuller and White) to two (Watson and Ballard). 
Watson apparently did not get on well with some 
of his Council, which was split up into two factions. 
He, having served under Monck, was not unnatur­
ally a strong supporter of his son, the second Duke 
of Albemarle. Elletson at times advised him ill.

The outbreak of war was announced at the 
Council Meeting on January 13th, 1689-90, and on 
the 10th of February it was ordered that the Order 
in Council appointing the President to be Com- 
mander-in-Chief upon any alarum was revoked, the 
President and Ballard dissenting. Again, four days 
later, the President and Ballard were in the minority 
of two, when Francis Hickman was suspended from 
his office as Clerk of the Council.

In December, some of the Monmouth rebels 
attempted to regain their freedom, but the Council 
decided that they must serve their ten years, and 
their arrest was ordered.

In December, Laurance Graff, the Dutch pirate, 
having taken a New England vessel bound from 
Jamaica, and having formed a fleet of pirates, had
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landed on Jamaica and taken off slaves. Several 
merchants of Port Royal and owners of sloops 
offered to go against Graff at their own expense. 
This was agreed, and Captain Spragg, Commander 
of the Drake, was ordered to go in command. A 
proclamation was issued “ for Encouraging the 
Search and Discovery of Derelict Treasure in the 
bottome of the Seas not yet Discovered or 
Wrought ” by which those who exploited such 
wrecks were permitted to bring the proceeds to the 
island on payment of the royal tenths only.

In January, 1689, it was known that Lord Inchi­
quin was coming as Governor and the Receiver 
General was instructed to provide a house at Port 
Royal “for three months certain,” for the reception 
of him and his family, and to see that the King’s 
houses there and at St. Jago de la Vega were put 
into good repair. A medal was presented by the 
President and Council to Richard Chitty for his 
“ good service and great care and industry about 
the new forts at Port Royal hee haveing received 
noe other pay or reward for same.” The medal 
cost £54. On the 10th of February, 1689, and 
upon debate, the Council resolved in order to re­
move doubt, “that ye Administracon of the Governs 
ment of this Island is at present in the President and 
Councill according to ye words of ye Commission 
and the King’s Commands.”

When at this time Watson decided to send a letter 
of remonstrance to tlhe Vice-King of Mexico pro­
testing against the insults to which captains of ships 
from Jamaica had been subjected by the Governor 
of Vera Cruz, the Council decided that the letter 
should go “ in Sir Francis Watson’s name only.*'

In April, 1690, when all eight members were 
present, the Council divided up £2,000, one year’s 
salary of the governor since the death of Albemarle, 
amongst themselves, and gave Watson only the 
same as the rest, £250; Watson and Ballard as 
usual dissenting.

“May it please yr Lordships upon informacon to us 
in Councill yt several! psons in the island appre­
hended the Government still to have been in Sir 
Francis Watson as President and Govemr, wee re­
solved that ye administracon of this island is for the 
present in the President and Councill according to ye 
words of the Commission and the Kings Comand. And 
on the Tenth of February Last we ordered the same 
resolucon to be published & read at the head of every 
Iroop & Company in Island with his Majties Letter 
relating thereunto.”

In the margin of the minutes is written : “ Sir 
Francis Watson and Coll : Ballard entred their 
dissents to this clause.” In the instructions to 
Lord Inchiqum it was ordered that Watson should 
be paid at the rate of £500 per annum from Albe­
marle s death, “ and his conduct to be reported on 
for decision whether £500 more shall be paid to

-n sported that he did not think
that either Watson or Ballard was fit to be a mem- 
ber °f the Council. Sir Francis was £30,000 in 
debt, and this estate most scandalously mortgaged 
two or three times over, probablv by reason of the 
venture m which Betterton lost a large amount of 
money; and on the 30th of November, 1690 the 
King signed a warrant for the removal of Watson 
and Ballard from the Council. Watson died in

1691. In February, 1692-3, the laws made under 
his presidency were ordered to be cancelled by the 
King, and in October they were in Jamaica, “ un­
fixed from the broad-seal,” and cancelled. An Act 
was passed restoring Sir Francis Watson’s estate in 
Major Henry Lowe. Roby tells us he was buried 
in the chancel of the church at Spanish-Town in 
1691, and his widow in 1698.

His will, dated 7th August, 1684, is recorded at 
Spanish-Town. He describes himself as of the 
parish of St. Martin in the Fields. He appointed as 
trustees his “ loving friend Thomas Betterton of 
London, gent.” and his nephew, ffrancis Watson, 
son of his brother Eward Watson. He bequeathed 
to them his “ negroes, negrinnes, villaines and 
slaves.” He admitted his indebtedness of £6,000 
to Betterton. He left legacies to Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Elizabeth Maine, to his nephew ffrancis 
Vincent, to his niece Elizabeth Vincent, to ffrancis 
the son of Elizabeth Maine, and £100 to his nephew 
ffrancis Watson who is now in jamaica , “for his 
trouble about this Will.” By a codicil, dated 19th 
September, 1690, he left his wife Clarendon Park, 
in the parish of Clarendon, which he had purchased 
of Sir Thomas Lynch in 1677 ; also his pen in Bowers 
Savanna, in St. Dorothy and Clarendon; also all his 
houses in the town of St. Jago de la Vega, and his 
plantation and pen at a place called Hogg Hole 
Path in St. Katherine’s. There is no mention of 
the daughter whom Betterton is said to have 
adopted. If she was fifteen at her father’s death, 
she was born in about 1676, before his marriage 
in 1678; in which case she may have been Eliza­
beth, the daughter of Elizabeth Maine. We learn 
from the “ Calendar of State Papers,” that in 1675 
he was indebted to his brother-in-law, Matthew 
Hyde. ________

TO COMBAT COPRA PESTS.
Mr. Rutgers' Simple Remedy.

The Bureau of Entomology consulted recently 
regarding a pest which was attacking copra in the 
West Indies referred the enquirer to a paper by 
Mr’ ê’ aV RutSers in “ Verlag van den Directeur 
van het Algemeen Proefstation der A.V.R C S 
1 Juh, 1917—30 Juni, 1918.” Mr. Rutgers dealt 
with a case where copra was infested by a Tineid 
moth by a Nitidulid beetle {Carpophilus sp.\ a 
Cucupd {Laemophloeus sp.), and the Clerid.

rUftpteS’ stati”g> “ It is advisable to 
keep copra from old nuts separate from that 
obtained from young ones, as the latter is more 
severely attacked. Sulphur fumigation was tried, 
tli Were not lastin^Iv successful, and
the method at present employed is to keep the 
copra constantly turned over.” P

In 1920 the chocolate and cçcoa industry of Canada 
was earned on in nine plants, capitalised at $5 551 s7i 
with 1,400 employees, receiving $1,245,693 in wagls 
and accounting for a production of $8,908 277 The 
kinds of products comprised chocolate, cocoa cocoa 
butter confectionery and spices, of which chocolate 
QiXld nTr- half the value of production.

fi d aie the centres Of the trade, there
the Fatt^ ™Th S and three in
tne latter, with one plant in Nova Scotia.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
Ihe Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Barbados— Mr. Wood’s Report Approved.
The Agricultural Reporter states that the weather 

during the fortnight ended August 19th had been 
moderate. Some refreshing showers fell on the 10th 
in some parishes, but this was followed by intense 
heat and bright days. A few estates in St. Andrew 
and St. Joseph were still reaping.—The headquarters 
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture have now 
been transferred to Trinidad consequent upon the 
amalgamation of the Department with the West 
Indian Agricultural College, and Sir Francis Watts 
left for Port of Spain on the nth. The remainder 
of the staff were to follow very shortly.—His many 
friends in the island have learnt with regret of the 
death of Mr. G. Bruce Austin, in Trinidad.—The 
death of Mr. G. S. Pomeroy, the popular proprietor of 
the Hotel Pomeroy, better known as the Marine Hotel, 
is also the subject of general regret. The obituary 
also includes Mr. J. Godfrey Archer, of Messrs. C. F. 
Harrison & Co.—The Chamber of Commerce! had their 
monthly meeting on the 3rd inst., when they passed 
a resolution expressing appreciation of Mr. Wood’s 
Report and supporting his recommendations in re­
spect of preference on sugar and telegraphic and 
steamship communication, adding, however, that the 
subject of communication with the United Kingdom 
via Canada would require further and fuller consider­
ation.

British Guiana.— Improved Sugar Prospects.

Mr. V. P. Fitzpatrick wrote on August 18th that the 
weather had been entirely favourable for the last three 
weeks, during which the colony experienced hot sun­
shine and several good showers, while, during the 
last week-end there was a very heavy fall amounting 
to 7 inches in 36 hours. The drainage pumps have 
now taken all the water off and damage to cultivation 
was unlikely.—The abandoned front lands of the 
estates and villages on the East Coast were, however, 
flooded, and owing to there being no longer any effec­
tive natural drainage, the condition of the villages 
was unenviable. — Thanks to the good weather that 
has been experienced during the last few months, crop 
prospects are excellent and good returns are antici­
pated when the autumn grinding begins. With sugar 
now at 4 cents practically all the estates in the Colony 
should show a small profit 011 the year’s working.— 
With the improved prospects of the sugar industry it 
is expected that the Government will collect at the 
end of the year the 1920 Profits Tax and the 1922 Sea 
Defence Assessments, the collection of which was de­
ferred owing to the depression in the sugar market.— 
Owing to a very large number of men having gone off 
to the diamond' fields, a distinct shortage of transient 
labourers (labourers who do not live on the estate but 
come from the villages—usually blacks) is being ex­
perienced, and a shortage of cane-cutters assuming 
serious proportions is reported. Unless something is 
done in the very near future as regards the importa­
tion of labour for work on the sugar estates, an ade­
quate labour supply for 1924 and J925 S€ems very 
doubtful. The industries of the interior are attracting 
a considerable number of people from the coast while 
city improvements and the prospective drainage 
schemes and other public works are very likely to 
affect the estates labour supply considerably.

Viscount Dunsford’s Group applied to the Govern­
ment for a concession of some 3,000 square miles of 
unoccupied diamondiferous land in the diamond min­
ing district; but nothing has yet become public as 
regards the manner in which they propose to exploit 
this extensive area, and what guarantees are offered 
to the Government. However, this application has 
caused quite a sensation amongst the people interested 
in the diamond industry, and the daily papers contain 
several letters protesting against the Government 
granting such a concession.

There seems every prospect of theDemerara Bauxite 
Company concern resuming its operations at 
McKenzie City early next year. A Mr. Barnes has 
arrived from the States to take up the position, it is 
understood, of technical general manager, and Mr. 
Carr, the vice-chairman, is expected to return from 
England in the near future.—A Committee has been 
appointed by the Government to enquire into the 
question of the East Coast Drainage, and several 
schemes are under consideration. The idea is, it is 
believed, to dig a very wide ami deep trench from 
Georgetown to Mahaica on the land side of the Sea 
Wall to act as a reservoir for the surplus water drain­
ing naturally off estates. On certain points of this 
trench powerful drainage pumps are to be erected to 
pump the water over the Sea Wall at any stage of the 
tide and thus maintain a sufficiently low level of 
water in the reservoir to permit natural drainage from 
the estates. The matter, of course, at the present 
moment is merely in the stage of discussion and the 
public has yet to learn in what manner it is proposed 
to raise the money necessary to cut the reservoir 
canal and erect the necessary drainage and pump sta­
tions.—A group of gentlemen interested in horse rac­
ing has formed a new Turf Club. It was first pro­
posed to lay out a race course and erect stands at 
Plantation “ Houston ” on the East Bank, but now it 
is possible that Mr. Nelson Cannon may sell Bel Air 
Park Race Course.

Withertip in Dominica.
Mr. S. F. Ashby, mycologist of the Imperial De­

partment of Agriculture, recommends rigid disinfec­
tion of the clothing and cutlasses of labourers with 
the object of checking the spreading of withertip dis­
ease. He suggests that clothes should be disinfected 
by boiling and the cutlass blades by fire and the 
handles by 5 per cent, solution of Jeyes.—The Rev. 
Father M. Hermans was the recipient of an address on 
July 18th prior to his departure for a holiday in 
Europe. The presentation was made by Messrs. 
A. R. C. Lockhart, C. E. A. Rawle, E. E. Giraud, 
J. F. H. Giraud, P. I. Boyd, L. Dupigny, T. Cools- 
Lartigue, J. A. Pinard and Dr. Thaly.—The Governor 
is expected to visit Dominica in November.

Jamaica Legislators Study Panama.
A delegation of the Legislative Council has been 

visiting Panama on behalf of the Jamaica Planters’ 
Association to investigate the conditions of life on 
the Isthmus, and, at the request of the Government, 
to study sanitary methods with a view to effecting 
improvements in Jamaica.—A Society to combat 
praedial larceny is establishing branches in different 
parts of the Island with a view of suppressing the 
theft of growing crops which is still very prevalent. 
In support of this movement the Rev. T. W. Coore 
and Mr. Manly Lopez have been touring Claredon. 
According to the Direct West India Cable Company 
the totarrainfall in Kingston during July was so far 
below the average that the bananla crop will be re-
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duced to about one-tenth of its estimated proportions.
The water supply in the city of Kingston has been 

kept going by continuous pumping from the Ferry 
River Station, but the supply in the suburbs of 
Kingston and Lower St. Andrew has been confined to 
nine hours out of twenty-four. In addition, the water 
in the Rio Cobre above Bog Walk has fallen so low 
that the West India Electric Company have been un­
able to maintain their supply of electric power, in 
spite of the steam auxiliary station in Kingston being 
used to the limit of its capacity. The tram service 
during July was only intermittent, the cars when run­
ning at all only being allowed to proced at half speed, 
and each car is, naturally, mobbed by undesirables, 
with the result that it is literally impossible for re­
spectable citizens to use the service at all. The elec­
tric light supply has been equally deficient, the pres­
sure falling from the normal 104 volts to between 70 
and 80 volts and only intermittent at that.

Mr. R. W. Bryant, O.B.E., has been re-elected 
Mayor of Kingston, and Dr. Penso, Vice-Chairman 
of the City Council. Mr. C. A. Rickman, Income Tax 
Expert, returned from Barbados, and resumed his 
duties. Mr. Chas. Veitch of the United Fruit Com­
pany has arrived from Costa Rica and assumed the 
duties of Assistant Superintendent of Farms of the 
Local Division. Lieut. J. H. Owen, D.S.C., Harbour 
Master and Naval Agent, has gone to England on 
leave of absence. Whilst he is away Mr. J. W. 
Gaynor is acting as Harbour Master and Mr. F. A. 
Whitaker as Naval Agent. Captain Lindsay, 
of Messrs. Lindsay, Swan Hunter, Ltd., has 
left for New York accompanied by Mrs. Lind­
say. Col. Green of the East Lancashire Regi­
ment has returned from Bermuda. Mr. T. G. S. 
Hooke, Manager of the Myrtle Bank Hotel, and Dn 
I. W. McClean of the United Fruit Co.’s Medical De­
partment, were amongst those who left the Island 
on holiday this month. Hon. F. C. Wells-Durrant, 
Attorney-General and Chairman of the Trade Develop­
ment Board, has gone to the United States in connec­
tion with the proposed publicity campaign to attract 
visitors to the Island. Capt. A. M. Furber and Capt. 
J. C. Buchanan have been appointed J.P.s.

Calf Diphtheria has broken out in certain of the 
Western Parishes. The disease has been made noti­
fiable under the Contagious Disease Animal Law of 
1909. The mortality is high, and strenuous efforts 
are being made to cope with the outbreak and pre­
vent it spreading to the other parishes.

St. Lucia’s Gratitude.
It is proposed that the decision to introduce the 

elective system in the Legislative Council of St. Lucia 
shall be marked by the establishment of two or three 
scholarships at a local college. The scheme has been 
discussed at a public meeting held at Castries, at 
which a resolution was passed urging that the 
scholarships should be in the name of the people of 
St. Lucia, and that to commemorate in advance the 
enfranchisement of the people, not only as the result 
of a well-conducted campaign for representative 
government but also as a result of the recent tour of 
investigation by the Hon. E. F. L. Wood, M.P., 
voluntary subscriptions be obtained annually from 
every district in the island, to be administered by 
trustees, for the education of two or three students 
at St. Mary’s College for a period of five years.

Elected Representatives for St. Vincent.
The local Times voices the satisfaction with which 

the people have received the news that Mr. Wood had 

recommended that they should be allowed to elect 
two or three members of the Legislative Council. 
Flags were hoisted and the announcement, which 
had reached the Islands from Mr. Marryshow in 
Grenada was greeted with jubilation.

Trinidad Agricultural Credit Banks.

The Governor, according to the Trinidad Guardian, 
paid his first visit to Siparia on August 18th and 
received a hearty welcome from the inhabitants, who 
presented to him an Address in which they urged 
the need of adequate supplies of uncontaminated 
water and the provision of a market place. At the 
meeting of the Agricultural Bank Committee held on 
August 16th the following Resolution was moved by 
the Hon. A. H. Cipriani; seconded by the Hon. E. M. 
Lazare, and carried nem. con. : —

“ That the Committee consider that funds for the 
Government Agricultural Bank should be obtained 
by the issue of Government debenture bonds; and 
that the Bank be given power :—•

(1) To make loans on first mortgage on agricultural 
lands haying crops of a permanent character, all such 
loans being made repayable by equal annual or semi­
annual instalments over a period of years; and

(2) To make advances against crops for the pur­
pose of maintenance and cultivation of estates.”

A party of British Guiana teachers have been visit­
ing the Island. They were welcomed by the Director 
of Education, who urged that greater efforts should 
be made to get the people in the various Colonies to 
know more about each other.—Major G. Bruce 
Austin, the popular Agent of the Standard Life Assur­
ance Co. in Trinidad, died on August 9th. Possessed 
of a kindly and engaging personality he will be verv 
greatly missed.

Tobago's Defence Force.

Mr. Partridge, Editor of the Trinidad Guardian, has 
been visiting the island. According to Mr. Robert 
S. Reid, he was able to participate in the “ August ” 
celebrations, which are still a feature of life in Tobago. 
—The community mourns the death of Mrs. T Elton 
Miller, which occurred on July 29th, after a few davs 
illness- A greatly respected lady, she was the wife 
of the owner of “ Friendship ” coconut estate in the 
I/eeward district.—The rainfall for July was just over 
6 in 111 the windward, and only a little over half of that 
in the leeward district, and August opened disappoint­
ingly as far as moisture was concerned. Prices of cacao 
were 12.50 dols to 13 dols. per fanega, which about 
paid for production expenses.—Cocoanuts are practic­
ally unsaleable, but copra at 4.20 dollars per 100 lbs. 
makes ends meet —Planters are wondering where the 
old time demand has disappeared to. lithe US 4 
has gone dry on coconuts as well as groo- coconut 
growers outside the Philippines and Sther’ tropical 
U.S territory will be in a bad wav. No doubt the 
protective duty has checked British imports for the 

makCTS ™ the °ld country 
tO this in mind ,-27 men have 

“.2 d?f?nce force under Captain Short
Lieutenants for the Leeward, 

Middle and Windward districts.

TÌe WeSt Mia Committee on and 
after September 29th next will be 14, Trinitv Square 
Ä11’ T^,^ephone numb^s will 'be ‘< 22^ 
and 2201 Mmories.
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WEST INDIAN LIME INDUSTRY. CORRESPONDENCE.

The following letter has been received from the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies in reply to The 
West India Committee’s representations in their 
letter, dated July 27th, which was published in The 
West India Committee Circular of August 17th :

29th August, 1922.
Sir,—1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Churchill to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th 
July regarding the lime industry of Dominica, and, 
with reference to paragraph 3, to state that he is glad 
to learn that in the opinion of the meeting of mem­
bers of The West India Committee held on the 5th 
July, the difficulties of packing and transporting the 
finished citric acid crystals are not so serious as 
would appear from the statement made at page 51 of 
Mr. Wood’s Report. It is noted, moreover, that the 
statement made in the Report (page 50) as to the use 
of green-limes in the manufacture of lime-juice does 
not apply in the case of the Montseritat Co., Ltd., of 
Birmingham.

2. As regards the bringing of citrate of lime and 
citric acid within the provisions of the Safeguarding 
of Industries Act, I am to state that the Board of 
Trade, who have been consulted in the matter, report 
that the item citric acid has been deleted from the list 
of dutiable articles by order of the Referee appointed 
under Section 1 (5) of Part I. of the Act, and conse­
quently the Board have no power to re-insert this 
item. The Board of Trade further report that as 
citrate of lime of the quality ordinarily used as a 
raw material for the manufacture of citric acid is not 
comprised within the terms of any of the general 
headings of the schedule of the Act, the Board have 
no power to include it in the list of dutiable articles.

3. The Ministry of Health are being consulted as 
to the possibility of amending the Food and Drugs 
Act with a view to protecting Colonial producers of 
lime-juice from competition with manufacturers of 
drinks made from synthetic chemicals. A further 
letter will be addressed to you on this point in due 
course.4. As regards the proposal for the restoration of the 
coastal steamer service round the island, I am to 
state that it is feared that the financial position oi 
Dominica at present precludes expenditure on a 
project of this magnitude.

I am, Sir, etc.,
The Secretarv, . G- Grindle-

The West India Committee.

WANTS.
A Coffee Officer is required for the Uganda Government 

Service, to be responsible under the Director of z gn 
for promoting the extension and improvement of cottee pro­
duction in the Protectorate. Sound knowledge ofthe culti­
vation and treatment of the coffee plant and of the 
preparation of coffee for the market essential. Costa 
Rican, Jamaican, or Indian experience preferred. Salary 
£500 per annum, with free quarters, or an allowance lieu 
thereof, and free first-class passages. Temporary en^a e- 
ment for one tour of from 20 to 30 months ffl^ce m the 
first instance. Leave according to East Afncan Regula 
tions. Non-pensionable. Applicants should apply pJ"6 
Assistant Private Secretary (Appointments), Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, S.W.l.

Home offered to children of English parents; every care, 
reasonable terms; first-class educational centre. References 
given and required.—Christchurch Vicarage, Malvern, Rev. 
Robert Bren.

The views expressed by correspondents under this head­
ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committer 
Circular.

English or Foreign.

Sir,—In the window of a multiple grocer’s shop at 
the sea-side, recently, I noticed the announcement, 
“ We sell no foreign sugar. We only sell ----- ’s 
English refined sugar.” Now the name of the refiner 
was that of a firm which must necessarily handle 
foreign sugar in view of its immense output. Is, 
then, this advertisement legitimate ?

Yours truly,
Ann.

[Our reply to “Ann” is, Certainly not. This subject 
is dealt with in a leading article in the present issue. 
—Rd.]

Roraima and Religion.

Sir,—It may be of interest to your readers of Mr. 
Quelch’s account of the religious observances and 
ritual found among the Indians at the foot of 
Roraima that one writer on the subject, I think Sir 
Everard Im Thurn, speaks of having found installed 
over the altar of the church erected by them a por­
trait of the late Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone.

Yours, etc.,
Ecclesiasticus.

The Late Mr. E. Goulburn Sinckler.
Sir,—Those who knew him will deeply regret the 

death of Mr. E. Goulburn Sinckler, of Barbados. Mr. 
Sinckler was of a retiring disposition and had few 
friends, nor wanted many. He chose them for some 
bent akin to his own, which was towards the records 
and memorials of the past, and particularly the past 
of Barbados. Mr. N. Darnell Davis—whose death, 
in common with all who knew how much rare and 
laboriously acquired information about the infant 
history of the British West Indies would be buried 
with Mr. Davis, he deeply deplored—called him the 
“Monkbarns of Barbados”; and the name stuck. It 
suited him. He was the lineal descendant—trans­
planted to this “hott plantation”—of Sir Walter’s 
antiquary. He was the inheritor of the tradition of 
Mr. Nathan Lucas, Judge Lucas, of Farley Hill. Be­
ginning an official life, which just fell short of fifty 
years, in the Colonial Secretary’s office, Bridgetown, 
he there, through the dusty, djamp-stained, sometimes 
blackened and vermin-damaged documents that lay 
in heaps or higgledy-piggledy on the floor was 
brought into touch with the actual records that linked 
far Barbados with the 17th century, with Marston 
Moor and the fatal field of Naseby, with Oliver, Pro­
tector, with the Restoration, and as regards the north­
ern plantations for. which so- often Barbados was the 
“jumping-off ground”—with New England and 
Virginia. The neighbouring islands—St. Vincent, 
Grenada, etc.—were then in deep wood, and were 
the homes of the Carib and Arawak. Small wonder 
that seeing and handling such papers the young 
man’s imagination was fired, and that an ardour for 
historic research was kindled that never to the end 
of this life went out!

Mr. Sinckler did not publish much, unfortunately. 
He was of the type that digs and digs, and tends to 
become absorbed in digging. Moreover, he was 
always a busy man, and never allowed his hobby to
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trespass on his duties as a magistrate, etc. He in­
spired much that others published. Extracts from 
old documents, in his beautifully neat handwriting, 
and preserving to a letter all their “original rugged­
ness of spelling,” found their way to correspondents 
in England and North America—and the north coast 
of South America. Perhaps he was best known, gen­
erally, as the compiler of the “Barbados Handbook,” 
published in 1912 and revised and enlarged in 1913 and 
1914. The historical notes which open the Handbooks 
are genuine Monkbarns in their brevity and trust­
worthiness. In 1918, he contributed a paper to 
“Timehri,” entitled “The Indians of Barbados.” He 
believed that Barbados at one time was inhabited by 
Indians, probably bearded Indians, hence the name. 
Like Fronde, but less positively, he disbelieved in 
a derivation from bearded fig-trees. In 1909, a Com­
mittee was appointed to enquire into the historic sites, 
old forts and houses, burial-grounds and tombs of 
Barbados, and to report what measures were necessary 
to preserve them from neglect and decay. Naturally, 
Mr. Sinckler was a member of the Committee; inevi­
tably, he was its honorary secretary. No work could 
have been more thoroughly congenial to him. No 
historic nook of the island but was known to the 
antiquary. (The figure standing in a Carib tomb, 
St. Michael’s parish, in a photograph in the Hand­
book, is Monkbarn’s—characteristically, with his back 
turned). Much of the information in the Committee’s 
report must have been a part of himself for years. His 
hand is seen in every paragraph of the report, and in 
the references to authority, genealogy, etc., in the 
footnotes.

Apart from such work, published separately, and in 
more or less permanent form, most of Mr. Sinckler’s 
writings—the fruit of quiet and (as time allowed) 
persistent burrowing in Council Minutes, deeds, wills 
and registers—lie, probably forgotten, in the dustv 
files of island newspapers. Sometimes the column, 
half-column or paragraph—rarely more—is initialled 
“E.G.S.”; sometimes the writer is sufficiently be­
trayed by matter and manner. Antiquaries are not 
prolific in Barbados. Some years ago, Monkbarns 
published a dozen or two of the legends of Old Bar­
bados which he had collected, in the Barbados 
Standard. It is not to be supposed—nor is it in fact 
the case—that Barbados has been planted for nigh on 
three hundred years without strange and interesting 
legends having grown up around some of its old 
houses,. mill-towers, ruins of forts, bays, caves and 
even giant silk-cotton trees; and Monkbarns, if any­
body, was the one to draw out and welcome such 
legends, and to write them down for his own and his 
friends’ gratification. The legends, as published, per­
haps suffer from excessive brevity, as do most of 
Monkbarns’ writings; it is as if the magistrate, in his 
minute book, wished to “boil down” the evidence. 
One rather wanted him to write it up ! We tried to 
persuade Monkbarns, after a little amplifyino- the 
Legends, to collect them and bring them out in a 

or pamphlet. But it was not done, and 
won t be done now.

Mi. Sinckler was a most interesting companion in a 
drive—leisurely-wise, in a buggy—about the island. 
He overflowed with island lore. There would be a 
pause now and again; a grey house among trees to be 
pointed out, and perhaps visited, where in the 17th 
(or it might be in the 18th) century, it was said a 
runaway couple had been hidden from an irate pur­
suer, or the master of the estate had been murdered 
in strange circumstances, or there had been a slave 
revolt; or we would get out, and, leaving the horse 

and buggy with a faithful old groom, we would walk 
through the woods and down a path to the sea-shore, 
and there—two old guns, half buried in the sand, still 
pointing seawards—we would trace the low stone 
walls of the gunners’ quarters of Maycock’s Fort. 
And then, returning home, and going into his study 
—where books on the Scottish Highlands and High­
landers foregathered with reports of criminal trials, 
and “Timehri,” in odd numbers, with papers by his 
friends, hobnobbed with bound volumes of “ Carib- 
beana”—he would take out an album of newspaper 
cuttings and read an article he had written some years 
ago on that same Maycock’s Fort, long ago so busy 
with match and musket, now so quiet down by the 
sea.

Mr. Sinckler was of the type of West Indian—the 
late Mr. N. Darnell Davis, and in a lesser degree Mr. 
G. H. Hawtayne, were of the class, as is Sir Charles 
P. Clarke, also of Barbados—who took a deep interest 
in the history of their native land, and found exhaust­
less pleasure in exploring the dim chronicles of the 
past. The type seems to be becoming rarer—in fact, 
to be going out. We will gratefully remember those 
pleasant walks and talks, with their flavour of old 
time, now that Monkbarns—antiquary and modest 
gentleman, leal and affectionate friend—“home has 
gone and ta’en his wages.”

Yours faithfully,
J. Graham Cruickshank.

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.
The Petroleum Industry. A Brief Survby of the 

Technology of Petroleum. With an introductory 
by Sir Frederick W. Black. Edited by A. E. 
Dust an. London, The Institution of Petroleum 
Technologists. Pp. 346.

Under the above title, the Institution of Petroleum 
Technologists has published in book form a series 
ot essays mostly based on lectures given bv its mem­
bers during the Petroleum Exhibition at the Crystal 
Palace 111 1920 The essays are all bv experts,'.and 
we commend this book to investors, and, above all, to 
speculators in the shares of oil companies. From it 
they may learn what a serious and busy industrv is 
petroleum, and how very far a company whose pros- 
peets are merely based upon promising indications 
‘ LL t^P0®1^" of paying dividends to its 
shareholders. The fact that Trinidad can be accu­
rately desenbed as the -key of petroleum origin” is 
of academic interest and but small consolation to the

W°Ld hk.t a dlvid«nd- But to thoughtful 
L i J? u L notlung discouraging in this work. 
Inevitably it shows that the oil industrv requires 
ThL«L ’’k m“ J’k CapitaI of likc dimSions. 
The essay by Mr. Hubert May on the - Winning of 

i*” alld, lnteresting an outline of a very 
Si? TtoLSL an^e T’C yet encountered. The late 
• i i’n Redwood, to whose memory this book 

h-S introduction “ The Romance 
descrinH and 'ndustry more clearly earns the 
rXtmL^^ lts uncertainties,' its disap- 
achieved ali n^nlt® when success is
ZlLL ^ltOKmake 11 the ’od^tone of the most 
“e & of to?he bra’ns of the dav' n is in 
kno™ to n Pc^o’cum has been longest
torm of L rOrH’ '™ * is P“*^ that in the 
,isJ’ P^°’.««n pitches derived from asphaltic

1 d pad-’naking it may become most 
» e i*™14 °f t°-day- Th"s it is 

rather surprising then that this use of a derivative 
of petroleum is so lightly touched on in ¿his woL
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings t9 Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Changuinola, 
September 5th :—
Rev-& Mrs-J T.Burchill 
Miss F. D. Copeland 
Mr. & Mrs. Cordova 
Miss E. Cordova 
Mr. J. L. Cundall 
Rev. J. Currey

Mr. & Mrs. A. Fata 
Miss F. Fata 
Mr. N. Fata 
Miss W. Kasan 
Mr. M. K. Kasan 
Mr. J. G. P. Lamont’

Mr. V. G. Lecesne 
Miss C. G. Malick 
Mr. F. N. Marinez 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Setton 

and family
Miss S. A. Wahlin

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Coronado, Avonmouth, 
September 3rd :—
Mrs. Muriel Ackerley 
Mr. R. W. Aitken 
Mr. V. Andrew 
Mr. C M. Atkinson 
Mr. G. W. Bean 
Mrs. M. A. Davis 
Mrs- F. H. Edgar 
Mrs. E. M. Edwards 
Mr. &Mrs H. R. L. Fox 
Mr. H. Furniss 
Mr. R. A. N. Gordon

Mr. W. W. F. Gonda 
Miss A. R. Grant 
Mr. H. M. Gethin 
Capt. T. R. H. Griffiths 
Major O. M. Guest 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. E. V. Halliday 
Mrs. N. McCaskell 
Mr. J. A. O’Meally 
Mr. F. N. Riley 
Mij. & Mrs. J. Simmons

Miss J. C. V. Simmons 
Mr. R. J. Stephens 
Mr. H. G. Tennant 
Mr. C. C. Todd 
Mr. D. Vaz
Mr. W. H. Ward
Mr. J. A. Weston
Mr. H. W’hite
Miss M. H. Wortley 
Col. J. A. C. Younger 
Mr. W. Yeomans

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Ingoma, 

September 1 st:—
Mrs. & Miss Barker
Mrs. Barclay
Miss Bowen
Rev & Mrs. Bowyer.
Mr. C. E. Brown . . .
Mr. Chatterton
Mr. Coleby
Mrs. L. P. Cossosart
Mr. & Mrs. Cowen

& family
Mr. Daggett
Mr. & Mrs. Deane
Dr. K- Mis- de Freitas

& family
Mrs. Denny
The Misses Dew (2)
Mrs. Fraser
Rev. & Mrs. Giddings
Mrs. Goodacre
Mrs. E, J. Graham

Mr.. Grant
Mr. Greaves
Mr. Greenway
Miss Hazell
Mr. & Mrs. Hendriks
Mrs..M. H. Ingram
Rev. & Mrs-Donald

Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Lynch King

& family
Mr. Kitchen
Mrs. Laing
Col. & Mrs. Lambert
Mr.-Lamport
Mr. A. Low
Mr. Lywood
Mr. Macdonald
Dr. Minett
Mrs. C. Mullin & fam.
Mr. & Mrs. Newberry

Mr. Pilkington 
Miss Pollard 
Mrs. Prada 
Mr. Reade 
Mrs. S. Robertson 
Mr. & Mrs. Savary 
Mr. Siddown 
Mrs. Singh 
Mrs. Swift 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart 
Mr. Sykes 
Mr. & Mrs. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Wales 
Mr. E. J. Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. Wild 
Kev. Womack 
Mr. Woolford 
Mr. & Mrs. H. G.

Yearwood

Mr. L. G. Alston 
Hon. J. P. Auld, M.I.C.E. 
Mr. F. C. Archer 
Mr. Robert Arthur 
Mrs. A. Bagot 
Mr. James Black 
Capt. W. Bowring, M.B.F. 
Mr. A. C. Brazäo 
Mr. A. J. Brooks 
Mr. G. G. Brown 
Mr. James Brown 
Hou. P. N. Browne, K.C. 
Mf. H. Gordon Burr 
Miss E- Burton 
Mr. M. P. Camacho 
Mr. E- H. Canning 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Hon. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G. 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens. V.D. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke, B.A., M.B. 
Mr. F. A. Corea
Mr. & Mrs. Ivor C. Daniels 
Mr. A. Cory Davies 
Mr. K. McM. de Rotix 
Mr. G. P. Dewar 
Mr. F. J. Evans 
Mr. H. A. Evelyn 
Mr. T. P. Evelyn 
Hon- H. Ferguson 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Mr. F. F. C, Gill 
Mr. E. P- Gladwin 
Mr. J. Gonsalves 
Mr. W. Gordon Gordon 
Mr. Archibald Gordon 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Mr. P. Lechmere Guppy 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn 
Mr. V. Han schell 
Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G. 
Mr. S. M. Haughton-James 
Mr, O. T. Henderson 
Mr. L- M. Hobson 
Mr. F. W. Hopkinson 
Mr. G. F. Huggins, O.B.E- 
Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L- Humphrys 
Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
Mr. L. A. Isaacs
Mr. Henry H. Baird, c/o Messrs. Thom & Cameron, 
Mr. John M. Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.

Mr. S. M. Jacobsen 
Mr. H. I. Jeffers 
Mr. Archibald Johnston 
Hon. W. G. Kay 
Capt. O. H. Keeling 
Mr. G. Laffitte 
Mr. A. Laurie 
Mr. Dudley Leacock 
Mr. L, J- Lee 
Dr. G. I. Lecesne 
Mr. A. Levitt 
Mr. C. Hope Levy 
Mr. K. S. Longley 
Hon. J. Challenor Lynch 
Hon. Harcourt Malcolm. O.B.E.. 
Mr. Samuel Manning [K-C. 
Mr. E- S. Mason 
Dr. H. Gray Massiah 
Mi. G. C. May 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
Mr. J. C. McLelland 
Mr. W. McMillan 
Mr. J. Morison 
Hon. W, Morrison
H.E. Lt.-Col. Sir Charles O'Brien,

K.C.M.G.
Mr. L- A. P. O’Reilly, K.C.
Mr. Leslie H. Ower 
Hon. J. H. Phillipps 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Dr. E. Graham Pilgrim 
Mr. V. A. Pires 
Hon. E- A. Robinson 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. G. T. Rock 
Mr. L- A. Ryan 
Mr. W. Sanderson 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L. R. Sharples 
Hon. A. P. Sherlock 
Dr. E. M. Skeete 
Mr. M. Howard Smith 
Mr. M. S. Moody Stuart 
Rev. W. R- Symons 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Hon. W. A. S. Vickers' 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. F. Williams 
Hou. S. Wolffsohn 
Mr. W. Harold Wright 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood

93, Cheapside Street, 
[Glasgow.

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Stuyvesant, 
Plymouth, September 5th :—
Mr. A. Boyce
Mr. R. Branch
Mr. N. Cameron
Mr. G. Case
Mr. C. Conn
Mr. Creighton
Mrs. M. de Cai res

& family
Mr. I.. Franklin
Miss K. Gardiner
Mr. A. Gordon

Miss M. Harris
Mr. W. Ibbett
Mr. & Mrs. H. Jones 
The Misses Kent (2) 
Mr. J. Kirkpatrick 
Mrs. & the Misses

Leedham
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lewis
Mr. H. Mackenzie
Mr. -E. Milling
Mr. J. Morris

Mr. G. Noone 
Mr. T. Owen 
Mr. S. Rosenstvanch 
Mr. E. Simpson 
Mr. H. Sperry 
Mr. S. Taylor 
MissC. Winter 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. L. F.

Wells
Mr. & Mrs. R- Young

Div.
4 %

3à %
4 %
3 %

5è %
4 %

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES. pSS.

Home arrivals from West Indies, 
Plymouth, August 24th :—

in s.s. Venezuela,

3 % 
il

8 %

8 %

6
6 %

Mr. A. C. Akow 
Mrs. E. Archer 
Mr. J. C. Augustus 
Mr. C. W. B. Austin 
Mr. E. B. Austin 
Mr. & Mrs. E. I. Baeza 
MissW. T. Barrow 
Mr. & Mrs. F. M.
... Belfast
MpsM. M. Bushe 
Miss M. F. Brackburn 
Mr. H. E. Bradshaw 
Mrs. A. Biumons 
Mr. T. V. Chichlow 
MissM. R. Clarke 
Mr. I. A. Correa 
Mr. & Mrs. P. B. de

„ Freitas
Mr. T. L. Dunsire 
aV’ Edwards 
MissG; Ford 
’V. G. H. & Miss H.

Fox

Rev. & Mrs. W. M. • 
Gregory 

Mr. H. W. Gregorg 
Mr. J. F. Hutson 
MissD. C. Hutson 
Mr. & Mrs. V. C. Illing 
Miss A. Jones 
Mr. H. Jones 
Mr. W. G. Jordon 
Miss K. Jupe 
Mr. P. D. Kapur 
Mr. W. T. King 
Mr. G. Laffitte 
Mr. C. W. F. Laurie 
Mr. H. Leslie 
Mr. LI era starnar go 
Air. D. Macgillivray 
Mrs. Ai C.

Machado-Pedrique 
Misses Macbado- 

, ■ Pedrique (2) 
Miss J.'M. Massom 
Mr. P. McLaughlin

Mrs. & Miss Mellon 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Meerson 
Mr. C. J. B.

Moneypenny 
Misses Moneypenny (3) 
Mr. H. A. Moonsammy 
Dr. & Mrs. E. G.

Pilgrim
Miss E. Prescod 
Mr. G. R. Reid 
Mr. & Mrs. A. E.

Riddick
Mr. & Mrs. A. W.

Rogers
Miss O. Richards 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W.

Stanhope-Lovell
Mr. G. L. Taylor 
Mr. W. F. Watson 
Mr. W. A. Weeks 
Mr. & Mrs. G. E-

Weston
Misses Weston'(2)

5%

Antigua 
Barbados
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

4 % Redeemable 1919-44n 
53 % 
4 % 
4 % 
3$ % 
3 % 
4 % 
4 % 
3 %

1925-42 
1935

1923-45
1922 

1917-42
1934 

1919-49 
1922-44 
1919-44 
1917-42 
1922-44

82-84 
73-75 
88-90 
61-63 
104
84-86 
89-91
78 80 

... i 70-72 

.... • 83-85 

... ’ 84-86 
68-70

The Colonial Bank ..............  

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference ... -
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co- 6% Debentures 
St. Madeleine Sugar ... ... ..........................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ...
Petroleum Options. Ltd., 10/...................................
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ..........................
Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd., 10/- .............
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.. -
United British Oilfields of Trinidad. Ltd. ... 
General Petroleum of Trinidad.........................
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad ... -

86-91

103-108
5/3

43/3
1/H

39 - 
7d.

25,'-
10/3 

5/9
7/-

Direct West India Cable Co- ... .........................
W, I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd.. Ordinary ... .
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd-, 6% Cum. 1st. Pref. 
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. , 2nd 
W I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd., 5% Debentures—

i-i 
1-14
1-14 

75-80

In 1921 the boll-weevil was accountable for the 
loss in the United States of 627,000 bales of cotton, 
valued at 610,000,000 dollars.
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Central 6642.

Telegrams—
“ Carib, London.”

15, Seething Lane, 
London, E.C.3. 

Sept. 12th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July I3th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A.

Aug.29th 
£ s. d.

.. France 

.. Belgium 

..Italy

2
2
4

The intrinsic

18 4
6 3
8 7
0 11

: value

Sept. 12th 
£ s. d,_

2
2
4

18 4 
fi 0
8 0 
1 0

In Spain ...
.. Germany
.. Austria
.. Holland

Aug. 29th Septl2th
£ s. d-
1 2 10

362 0 0 
Nominal

19 0

. £ s. d.
1 2 11

323 0 0 
Nominal

19 0

to 166/- for medium; 115/- to 146-, - for very small to small; 
and 161/- to 182/6 for peaberry. The portion bought in was 
rather unattractive and slightly wormish.

Good to fine ordinary .is quoted nominally at 65 - to 70 -.

COCONUTS. Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that 
the exports of coconuts from Trinidad during July were 
as follows : —

Nuts.
To all countries...............  ...• ... 1,302,045

Shipped previously ... ... ... 9,510,774

of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 9d.
SUGAR. There has been considerable fluctuation in the 

New York market during the fortnight, the price. at one 
time reaching the level of 5.24c. for Cubans, duty paid and 
landed, but this figure, however, was not maintained, values 
falling on the 8th to 4.99c., duty paid and landed, equiva­
lent to 3.38c. c. & f., or about 3.22c. f.o.b. The market 
yesterday was firm at these figures. Future market quota­
tions were: October 3.25c., December 3.34c., and March 
3.15c.

During the fortnight prices in the Home Market have 
ahown little change. Yesterday’s values were:—London 
Granulated, 51/3; American Granulated, 49/9 spot; West 
Indian Crystallised, 42/- to 45/6 spot; White Mauritius, 47/- 
to 48/- spot; White Java, 47/- to 48/- spot. Cuban 96deg. 
was nominal, with Preferentials quoted at 19/6. Jamaica 
96deg. c.i.f. sold at the latter figure.

Terminal market values were: 96deg., nominal; White 
October, 20/74; November, 20/9; December 20/11.

Mr. Himely, under date July 29th, says that a marked 
feature in connection with Cuban sugar was the large amount 
o p oughing being done as a preliminary to planting canes 
for the 1923-24 crop. °

Total from January 1st ... ... ... 10,812,819

To same date 1921 ... ... ... 11,693,826
„ » 1920   14,410,889
” „ 1919   17,285,010
» »»• 1918   12,050,982
” „ 1917   8,184,522
” >» 1916 ... ............... 8,772,960
” »> 1915   6,391,994
” »» 1914 ............... ... 10,117,652

COPRA is an erratic market, with West Indian f.m 
valued at £24 c.i.f., London or Continent.

COTTON. West Indian Sea Island is neglected, with the 
nominal values unchanged at: medium 23d., fine 30d„ and 
extra fine 38d.

HONEY remains quiet but steady, with values unchanged. 
Jamaica dark liquid to good pale set is quoted at 26 - to 
50/-.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed fa un- 
changed, with sellers at 9'-, but no demand. Distilled 
remains steady, with sellers at 1 11 to 2/-. Lime Juice. 
Concentrated is quiet with sellers at £17 10s. 
demand for Raw.

There is no

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on September 
141 WAFA -_2nd were :—

LOGWOOD. Business moves very slowly 
quotation—£8 10s. per ton.

at about last

1922. 1921.
Imports _ 40,096 39,646
Deliveries ... 26,908 32 710
Stock - 19,087 15,340
RUM. Owing to a complete absence

market remains dull and depressed.
The stocks in London on September 2nd

1920.
34,751 Tons
53,662 , 
27,047 „

of demand, thö

ORANGE OIL. Sweet continues quiet, 
unchanged. Bitter remains neglected.

RYBB*R- The market is « little firmer o 
night, with crepe and sheet quoted at 7±d. spot.

with values

on the fort-

Jamaica ...
Demerara
Total of all kinds

1922
13,730
19,463

1921
11,744
17,741

were :—
1920

11,902 Puns.
13,628 „
35,448 „42,160 39,841

in^KHo I"-* qUi0t oi«n«s
in plantation Trinidad is passing at 66/- to 67/-, but there 
™d?ing ™ fine which is fluted at

- to id/-. l ine Grenada is also slow at 57/- to 58/- 
ma sales of Jamaica fine have been made at 56/-. The 

co^nint1, “ Trini^ been exceedingly favourable to the
r J"T and lf a11 wen the first pickings may be 

expected about November.

A small business

The stocks in London on September 2nd were

Trinidad ...
Grenada ...
Total of all kinds
ARROWROOT.

has been slow.

1922.
7,895

16,090
114,902

Since the

1921. 1920
25,300 54,209 Bags
19,862 31,189

168,901 303,532
recent advance the market

SPICES. A small business in Pimento is being done 
î«/thf Sp? u‘ P^r lb’ The nomi"al C-i-f- quotation is 
8/- for September-October. Mace continues firm, with 

Alness passing at 1/6 to 1/10 for red to good pale, and 
rnL; ßne’ are quiet and unchanged. Sound
medium are valued at 8d„ bold 9d. to I0d., and broken 
and wormy 4|d. to 5d. per lb. spot.

TRINIDAD OIL. Production for August: Trinidad 
11 900htons’ ^5b0.tons; APex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., 
11,900 tons; United British Oilfields, Ltd., 1,101 tons.

WEATHER TELEGRAMS.

»e“Ä^ ^-ding the

,4"^ (Messrs. Wilkinson & Gaviller), September

W «sin.” h piemoer 9th . Dry weather appears to have set

BALATA. M'est Indian sheet 
spot quoted at 3/3, and forward at

BAY OIL. There is no 
are quite nominal.

is firm but 
3/Ot.

busines 5 passing,

quiet, with

and values

COFFEE, during the fortnio-li+ i
quiet, with export business quite flat At thk" remel? 
auction, 275 barrel« of Blue Mounut Jamm^^r
of which lai barrels sold at 1-172/. t0 176/. fop bo|d ; /™

Royal Charter of

^r'(,r“so^i7Hon- Th/ “Z

«on /or Uf'
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London, B.C. 3.

September 2Qth, 1922

THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

THOSE Colonies which have not as yet decided 
to participate in the British Empire Exhibi­
tion, to be held at Wembley in 1924, will, no 

doubt, be favourably influenced by the decision of 
the Executive Council of that undertaking, that 50 
per cent, of any profits that may arise from it shall 
be allocated to the Dominions and Colonies partici­
pating, in proportion to the space occupied by each. 
That the prospect of profit is not altogether 
visionary may be deduced from the fact that such 
Exhibitions do, on occasion, show a very substantial 
surplus of assets over liabilities, and in this con­
nection we may remind our readers that the Royal 
Commission for the Exhibition of 1851 is still in 
existence as an Organisation incorporated by Royal 
Charter, to administer a valuable estate in 
Kensington which was purchased with the surplus 
left over from the Great Exhibition, the proceeds 
from which are devoted to the promotion of scien­
tific and artistic education. But the scope and 
importance of the 1924 Exhibition is such that it 
is improbable that when the opening day comes 
there will be many absentees. Canada’s decision 
is not yet known, but up to the present nearly 
400,000 square feet have been applied for from the 
Dominions, the Empire of India, and the Colonies, 
and it is estimated that 500,000 square feet will be 
ultimately required. The significance of these 
figures will be appreciated when it is remembered 
that at the great Exhibition in Paris in 1900, the 

Dominions and Colonies occupied only 50,000 
square feet, while at the Colonial Exhibition held 
at the White City eight years later, they took only 
110,000 square feet. It would be difficult to ex­
press in a few words exactly wherein the value of 
these Exhibitions lies. It is sometimes argued 
that Colonies like the West Indies do not need 
advertisement or publicity, since they pursue the 
even—or perhaps sometimes an uneven—tenor of 
their way, their staple products being well-known 
all the world over. That is perfectly true; but 
with the narrow view we cannot agree, since adver­
tisement is the breath of life to any business, and 
also to any business community. Exhibitions 
attract notice to the countries’ products and their 
possibilities for the investment of capital, which no 
one would venture to say was not needed in the 
British West Indies. Such distant parts of the 
Empire as Fiji and the Solomon and Gilbert Islands 
are contributing £15,000 towards securing adequate 
representation, and we believe that eventually the 
British West Indies will do even better than that. 
Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to learn that a West 
Indian Group Committee is in course of formation, 
and that Mr. Robert Rutherford, the Chairman 
of The West India Committee, has been invited 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to preside 
over its activities. The Group Committee will in­
clude a representative of every participating 
Government in the group, and will have power to 
co-opt additional members representing commercial 
and other interests connected with the group. Thus 
Mr. Boswell Tucker will represent Bermuda, 
Major Duncan Fraser British Honduras, Mr. 
Cyril Gurney Grenada, Mr. F. Barnard St. Lucia, 
and we shall hope in an early issue of the Circular 
to publish the names of the representatives of the 
other West Indian Colonies, whose replies to Mr. 
Churchill’s invitation to participate have not yet 
been received. That the Group Committee wiF 
have a busy time before it goes without saying, and 
it is equally certain that its labours, if properly 
supported, will be productive of good to the West 
Indian colonies. In conclusion, we would again 
emphasise the facts that the Exhibition has the full 
support of His Majesty’s Government, and that 
there is no question of making a profit from it, 
either for individuals or groups of individuals, and 
that consequently any surplus which may remain 
over will be available for expenditure on public 
objects in the Dominions and Colonies participating.

SUGAR CONSUMPTION INCREASING.

THE Board of Trade returns for August, which 
are dealt with in so far as they concern the 
principal exports of West Indian agricultural 

produce in the Produce Market Summary elsewhere
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in our current issue, present several features of 
special interest in connection with sugar. The chief 
of these is the steady increase which is shown in 
the consumption in the United Kingdom. During 
the first eight months of 1920 only 808,831 tons * I 
sugar were taken out of bond for home consump­
tion. In the corresponding period of 1921 the total 
reached 925,958 tons, an increase of 117,127 tons, 
while during January-August of the present year 
the consumption has totalled 1,077,075 tons, an 
increase of 151,117 tons on the 1921 figures and of 
268,244 tons on those of 1920. The increment, it 
will be noticed, has been progressive, and a con­
sumption of 1,600,000 tons for 1922, which is not 
far off the 1,738,000 tons of 1913, may be confi­
dently expected. This is in itself encouraging, but 
there is a further matter for congratulation in the 
fact that this increase has taken place in spite of 
the heavy duty that sugar has had, and still has, 
to bear in the United Kingdom, and supports the 
view taken by The West India Committee Cir­
cular and expressed in our issue of January 5th 
last, that a reduction of the duty would have 
little bearing on the rate of consumption, 
while, on the other hand, it would have 
reduced the value of the preference on British 
sugar. With a duty of 2^d. a pound the consump­
tion is rapidly approaching what it was when the 
duty was less than Jd. a pound, and there appears 
to be no justification whatever for any agitation 
for reduction based on an outcry for cheaper su^ar. 
Another point of great interest in the returns is°the 
increasing amount of refined sugar which is being 
imported from countries other than Java and the 
United States 66 not in Europe.” The figures in 
tins connection for the eight months of 1920, 1921 
and 1922 respectively were 8,012 tons, 34,083 tons 
and 69,264 tons. Reference to the latest available 
Canadian Trade Returns indicates that the major 
part, if not all, of this came from Canada, and it is 
possible that Canada may be a considerable factor 
in the near future in compensating for the want of 
producing power of the home refiners, who, although 
turnmg out more sugar this year than in 1920 and 
1921 are a long way from meeting public require­
ments. Among minor items of interest as regards 
sugar m the returns are the manner in which it is 
shown that the home refiners have held their hand 
as regards Cuban sugar, the imports of this sugar 
for August having been only 21,629 tons, as 
agamst 78,371 tons in July, with a corresponding 
reduciiQn in ishe stocks of raw sugar held by them 
at the end of the month, and the lessened introduc- 
ion ot Mauritius sugar to the extent of 77,206 tons 

as compared with last year.

A TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE.

THE proposed appointment of a Trade Com­
missioner to represent the British West 
Indies m the United Kingdom is now being 

actively canvassed m those colonies. In discussing 
this question, it should be borne in mind that The 
West India Committee is already performing 
man£ l 2 eS that the Trade Commissioner 
would be called upon to perform, and that the most 
economical way of carrying out the objects now 
aimed at would be for the colonies concerned to 

avail themselves to a greater extent of the services 
of this organisation. The West India Committee 
has a valuable library of books of reference relating 
to the West Indies, which enable the staff to reply 
to the many trade enquiries that they are already 
constantly receiving. It works in close co-operation 
with the various Government Departments, inclu­
ding the Colonial Office, the Department of Over­
seas trade, and the Overseas Settlement Committee, 
and further, it has the “call” of information from 
firms possessing a complete knowledge of West 
Indian conditions and the requirements of West 
Indian trade. The West India Committee is there­
fore in a unique position to perform the functions 
of a trade commissioner, and thus obviate 
the need for setting up new and elaborate 
machinery for the purpose. We are glad to notice 
that this view was taken by Mr. A. H. Cipriani at 
a meeting of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce 
on August 24th, when this subject was discussed, 
whilst Mr. A. V. Stollmeyer, although urging the 
definite appointment of a West Indian Trade Com­
missioner in London, quoted with approval state­
ments in which we previously outlined our attitude 
in the matter.

DRAINAGE IN BRITISH GUIANA.

THE scheme proposed by the Government for 
the effective draining of the East Coast of 
Demerara, if carried out, should not only be 

of great advantage to the sugar estates there, but 
also bring about a marked improvement in the 
agricultural and general conditions of the large vil­
lages which abound in the district. At present each 
estate and each village has its separate drainage 
system, more or less efficient, according to circum­
stances, and in the case of the sugar estates con­
stituting a heavy item in the cost of production, 
pumps being necessary to free the draining trenches 
m the front of the parallelograms formed by the 
front and back dams and the separating side dams 
which enclose the estates and village lands. In 
lieu of this it is proposed to run a deep and wide 
nnZTï trench al°ng the front of the district, with 
powerful pumps at intervals to pump the drainage 

°Jer the sea dams. The whole 
“ a uniform position as re­

gards this essential detail for agriculture and sanita- 
resnonriWH^^ °f a cons^erable burden of
responsibility and expense. Another scheme which 
has been recently outlined by the Government for 
the agricultural benefit of the district is one of 
irrigation. At present the sugar estates are sup- 
Fevet : the™*“ ?OT *he„maintenance of the water 
level of the navigation” trenches during the crop 
ei^Not £°aSt and Lamaha Conserva?-
cies. Not only is the quantitv of water which 

fpr°.vide ^sufficient to permit of its beina 
H^i ? addiiion< but its level at it!

«nest is too low for satisfactory results and is 
also subject to variation. This scheme therefore 
embraces the extension of the sources’of supply

th: °f P°WerfU1 PTPS tO maintain SaPh®' 

Canal fr°m which water

Both of these schemes would be costly, and the
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points which the Government of the Colony 
naturally has to consider in connection with them 
are whether the large expenditure involved in carry­
ing them out would be justified by the results ob­
tained, and whether the money required for them 
might not be spent more profitably in other direc­
tions in the Colony. But in spite of every asser­
tion to the contrary, the welfare of British Guiana 
is bound up in that of the sugar industry, and if the 
status of the Colony is to be maintained its sugar 
industry must be kept going. Money spent for the 
benefit of the old-established and important agri­
cultural industry, even although it constituted a 
direct charge upon the Government, would be 
money better spent than in furthering objects more 
or less in embryo, and as to the results of which 
there is more or less uncertainty. But in this case 
there is another object in the schemes, viz., the 
bettering of the conditions of the considerable 
peasant population of this part of the Colony. In­
deed, the carrying out of the schemes by the 
Government would be an act of public utility, and 
in no way for the sole benefit of a particular in­
dustry, and as such should have priority of any 
expenditure scheme for the development of the 
Colony’s resources. No doubt, both of these 
schemes will be seriously considered by the new 
Governor of British Guiana, Sir Graeme Thomson.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

The following have been admitted to membership 
of The West India Committee.
Sir Arthur Shipley, 

G.B.E., F.R.S., LL.D., 
D.Sc. (Cambridge).

Lady Trollope 
(London).

Mr. O. T. Henderson 
(British Guiana).

Mr. William P. Deacon, J.P 
(St. Lucia).

Mr. T. Boodan Singh 
(Trinidad).

Mr. J. H. Dube 
(Trinidad).

Mrs. R. Bruce Archibald 
(Tobago).

The Rev. J. E. Randall 
(Country).

Mr. S. Alexander 
(London).

Mr. G. I. Lecesne, M.B., 
Ch.B.Edin. (Jamaica).

Mr. C. S. Farquharson 
(Jersey).

Mr. Harold A. Frere 
(Country).

Mr. L. H’ Ower 
(British Honduras).

Mr. A. D. Ganong 
(Canada).

Mr. G. Kibble White 
(London).

Mr. Lawrence Henry Burd

{

{ 
{

{

f I

Mr. Robert Rutherford. 
Mr. E. A. de Pass.

Mr. Robert Rutherford.
Mr. H. F. Previte.
Dr. Q. B. de Freitas, 

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. L. R. Sharples.
The Hon. G. Laffitte, J.P. 
Mr. T. B. Hull.
Mr. C. P- Rojas.
Mr. D. Mahabir.
Mr. C. P. Rojas.
Mr. D. Mahabir.
Major N. Godfrey Pigott. 
Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc. 
The Hon. William Morrison. 
Mr. W. Gillespie.
Messrs. Weber, Smith & 

Hoare.
Mr. J. W. Pearl.
Mr. Cyril C. Henriques. 
Mr. W. Gillespie.
Mr. Robert Rutherford.
Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.
Sir Edward Davson.
Mr. R. M. Parker.
Mr. W. Gillespie.
Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.
Mr. Robert Rutherford.
Mr. H. F. Previt^.
Mr. W. W. Arnott.
Mr. H. F. Previte. 
Lady Lubbock. 
Hon. W. Morrison.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Farce c’est farce, mais cassé bois sur macaque 
pas farce.”

* * #
The Japanese consumption of sugar is about 

600,000 tons annually at the present rate.
* * *

The exports of cacao from the British West 
Indies for the first six months of the current year 
amounted to 46,146,489 lbs.

* * *

The retail ex-duty price of refiners’ granulated 
in London is now only |d. a pound higher than it 
was immediately before the war.

66 Agriculture, the oldest of the industries, is 
the most important, because it satisfies the most 
fundamental of man’s demands.”

* * *

Captain Percy Noble, C.V.O., who made a host 
of friends in the West Indies whilst he was Captain 
of the Calcutta, has’ been promoted to be Flag 
Captain in H.M.S. Barham.

* * *
573,908 proof gallons of imported spirit were used 

in the United Kingdom during the first eight 
months of the present year for methylation and in 
the arts and manufactures.

# *

Dr. Hall, Senior Zoologist of New South Wales, 
claims to have discovered in carbon tetrochloride a 
simple cure for hookworm, which is expelled with­
out danger, it is said, by its use.

* * *
The women of Barbados have sent to Princess 

Mary a wedding gift consisting of embroidered 
linen, a table centre-piece, and thirty-six d’oyleys, 
marked and embroidered in the island.

*

During the year ended June 30 last, 15,866,744 
gallons of kerosene, and 33,916,586 gallons of 
petroleum spirit, including benzine, benzoline, gaso­
line, pentane, petrol and naphtha were imported 
into Australia.

W
The Fordney Tariff Bill, which largely increases 

the rates of the United States Customs duties, be­
came law on September 21st. American Treasury 
experts estimate that the new measure will yield 
about $400,000,000 annually in revenue, of which 
amount sugar is expected to contribute no less 
than $87,000,000.

# * *
By an amendment which has been adopted by 

the Senate, coco-nuts have now been placed on the 
Free List in the United States Tariff Revision Act. 
The duty on chocolate and cocoa, sweetened or un-
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sweetened, has been amended to 17| per cent, ad 
valorem, whilst that on cacao butter is reduced to 
25 per cent, ad valorem.

* *
A cablegram has been received by Mr. and Mrs. 

Rippon announcing the marriage of their niece, 
Margaret Robinson, at Toronto, Ont., on the 
14th inst., to Albert Burton Cyrus (“A.B.C.”) 
Throop, B.A., B.Sc., B.S.A., both “1922” students 
at the Ontario Agricultural College and Macdonald 
Institute, Guelph, Ontario.

* * *
Taking time by the forelock, the West Indian 

Produce Association make an announcement in our 
advertising columns regarding the facilities they 
offer for enabling residents in the West Indies to 
send Christmas gifts of West Indian produce to 
their friends at home without the worry of packing, 
despatch, and payment of duties.

* * *
According to official statistics quoted by the 

Board of Trade Journal, the quantity of sugar pro­
duced by German sugar refineries during the first 
ten months of the current business year amounted 
to 666,500 metric tons, i.e., respectively 88.500 
and 239,500 metric tons more than in the corre­
sponding ten months of the two previous years

#
The Socorro factory in Matanzas, Cuba, 

making about 15,000 tons of sugar, is to be dis­
mantled on account of the inability to obtain enough 
canes to supply its full wants. This factory has 
turned out this crop a few thousand bags of white 
on^nf th bfmgi’ to the Louisiana Planter.
Xs 0^17. ’arge PlantS “ CU”a aWe tO make

* * *
Sir William Davison, K.B.E., M.P., is to nre 

TnX u to be held at the Kensington
n Hall at 3 p.m., on Wednesday, October *4th

fW£h th/ ?ubilee ^emX of 
the Diocese of Trinidad. The sneakers nn thio 
occasion will include Dr. Parry, Archbishop of the 
Vest Indies, Sir John Chancellor, K.C.M.G 

D.S.O., and the Rev. E. Marling Roberts.

* * *
The balance sheet relating to the Australian 

House111?Sugar Control was submitted to the 
House of Representatives on July 21st. The period 

£6wS. Refining and distribution cosi

* * *
'the ¿di H°nse of Represent-

with New ZealMd ZhiXh™8 “ ReciProcal Tariff 
all its stages, Mr Watt ihuX T P“86? 
he hopedgthkrnot oX woTuiP SaW that 
of reciprocity agreement th<\forerunner
ions, but lead to th^nsi«^ other domin- 
the next Imperial Conference in a s.cbeme.at 
rocity throughout the whole EmS“ f°VTP’ 
India and Great Britain. Empire, including

The Hon. Edward Wood, M.P., on September 
19, formally handed over his seat, Temple Newsam, 
near Leeds, to the Corporation of that city, which 
has agreed to pay the nominal sum of £35,000 for 
the mansion, its treasures, and the estate. Ad­
dressing the members of the Corporation at a lun­
cheon in the house, he said that the burden of taxa­
tion had become so severe that it had become in­
creasingly difficult for him to maintain the estate as 
it deserved to be maintained.

* * #
The South African Sugar Commission adxocate 

payment by the factories to the planters on the 
basis of the sugar content of the cane instead of on 
the weight, as hitherto. They recommend that the 
factories should pay tram or rail transport of cane 
to the mills ; that Durban price of refined sugar 
should be abandoned as a guide in fixing the price 
of cane, and that future payments should be made 
on what the crop of sugar, with by-products, 
realises wherever sold. The surplus mill profits 
should be divided between the miller and the 
planter.

* * *
From many inquiries for information which are 

reaching The West India Committee, it is certain 
that there will be more visitors to the West Indies 
from this country during the coming tourist season 
than there have been for many years past, thanks 
to the facilities now offered by the steamers of 

Jhos. and Jas. Harrison and Messrs. Elders 
and Fyffes, Ltd. Sir Stephenson Kent K C B 
who was Director-General of Munitions Labour 
Supply during the war, will be among the winter 
J?,«1?”’ and be noted that Sir John Simon 

lon8 ™nation in Jamaica, in 
Henrv T r Tate> godson of Sir
moo? T ’ W’ short'y be spending his honey-

* *
mJuth w.hjcb he .recently read at Bourne­
mouth Sir Daniel Morris, K.C.M.G. made the 
Nipa Palm hsvp 1 -f dossil remains of the

SF• FF-? vs - 

spadix sugar vin/““ e tOddy yieIded bv tbe

h? < ¡sr? «T * «5
there was a time when the d m2 r,eminder that 
England was tropical or sub-trontoal Zh^T n°W 
almost incredible, having regard to th 
atrocious “ summer ” welthef

seems 
recent

of all
Omelette aux Chadrons.—Fricasse first - - 

the sea-urchins itho ricasse first oi an
not). Then break Xs e?tab,e> the black-
omelette. Add the fricasseed1 makln? an ordinary 
thoroughly and eToli to a Beat u”
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

The New Premises at 14, Trinity Square.

As already announced, the address of The West 
India Committee on and after to-morrow, 
September 29th, will be 14, Trinity Square. The 
new offices, as will be seen from the plan pub­
lished on this page, are immediately to the south 
of the Port of London Authority’s new building, 
just behind Mark Lane Station on the Under­
ground. The entrance is in a new street, occupying 
the site of the picturesque Muscovy Court, which 
used to connect Seething Lane with Trinity Square.
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the same quarter of London, where we trust it 
will find more space for its activities. For many 
years it has served as the unofficial go-between 
twixt the commercial community in the British 
West Indies and the Colonial Office in Downing 
Street, and has held a close É watching brief ’ on 
their behalf in a great variety of political and com­
mercial matters. Our readers of bygone years 
will be aware from our past pages of the consider­
able extent to which this association worked for 
the abolition of sugar bounties and the ameliora­
tion of the British sugar industry. Sugar has 
been their staple crop interest, and they have had 
a large share in the success that has crowned of

of The West India. Committee Offices.
SIFTON PRAEO&Co-,

Part of the Oity showing the position

Some little time must elapse before €he new 
premises are ready for the use of members, since 
they are being equipped throughout with new 
furniture, and certain structural alterations have 
to be carried out. Nevertheless, the work of The 
West India Committee will be carried on without 
interruption, and it is hoped that by the end of 
October or beginning of November everything will 
be in place.

Referring to the pending move, The International 
Sugar Journal, in its September issue, says :
“The West India Committee, which has for 

many years past .... carried on an extra­
ordinary amount of miscellaneous work in some­
what cramped quarters .... is about to 
move to larger and more commodious premises in 

late years the long sustained effort to get a pre­
ferential tariff in this country for British sugar. 
The war threw on” . . . The West India Commit­
tee “a great deal of extra work and responsibility, 
mostly of a necessarily unremunerative nature, 
since the contingent that came to the war from 
the West Indies naturally looked to Seething Lane 
as their club, and they did not look in vain.

“ But since rightly or wrongly, when the cost 
of living and maintenance went up, The West 
India Committee decided not to increase the rate 
of their annual subscription (which included a free 
copy of the fortnightly Circular).” Our contem­
porary then draws attention to the importance of 
increased financial support to the Committee being 
forthcoming.
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SUGAR AND THE TEETH.
Sir James Crichton-Browne's Views.

Sir James Crichton-Browne, the distinguished 
physician, speaking at a dinner given by Bovril, 
Ltd., at the Trocadero in London last week, stoutly 
defended sugar against the attack made upon it at 
the recent conference of the British Dental Asso­
ciation, when a prominent member of that body 
denounced sugar, root and branch, and went so far 
as to say that sweets, chocolates, and pastry, by 
promoting the decay of the teeth, were seriously 
injurious to the health of the people, and were 
doing more harm than drink. With the profoundest 
respect for their dental brethren, to whose good 
advice and mechanical skill they were so much 
beholden, he suggested that they should leave 
sugar alone. Dental decay was a very complex 
question, and recent researches indicated that it 
was perhaps attributable to the want of a certain 
vitamin in the food in early life, and would be best 
prevented not by giving up sugar, but by taking 
cod liver oil. A special and highly competent com­
mittee had been appointed by the Medical Research 
Council—that was the Government—to investigate 
the subject, and in the meantime he would remind 
their dental friends that sugar perhaps more than 
any other article of food tended to promote the 
flow of saliva, and it would not be denied that free 
washing by the salivary fluid conduced more than 
anything else to the cleansing and preservation of 
the teeth. Sugar in moderation also promoted the 
flow of gastric juice, and so aided digestion. When 
he was in Jamaica he examined the teeth of the 
school children there and found in them not a trace 
of decay. More perfect and regular teeth it was 
impossible to imagine, and yet the mouths of those 
children were never free from sugar. They were 
sucking sugar-cane all day. Physical development 
had many factors, but amongst those food was the 
most important, and of foods sugar was not the 
least important. It was a very significant fact 
when we found that in the different races of man­
kind there was a correlation between physical de­
velopment and the amount of sugar consumed 
Ihe best developed races ate the most sugar the 
worst developed ate the least.

Of all the forces engaged in the Great War the 
Anzacs were physically the finest and had the best 
teeth, and the Australians consumed more 
than any other race on the face of the earth, 
fore the war Australia consumed 109 lbs. of 
per head per annum. Next to Australia

a?d the Danes were a fine race) with 
98 lbs. per head per annum. Next to Denmark

Pnite?7Kingd°m with 85 lbs. and the 
United States with 81 lbs., while at the other end 
of the scale stood Spain with 13 lbs. and Italy with 
only 10 lbs. and the Spaniards and Italians, ad­
mirable as they were m many ways, were not just 
as well grown as the big sugar-eating peoples. In 
face of such facts, it was simply fatuous to con­
demn sugar and to affirm that sugar, sweets, and 
chocolates were more destructive than alcohol to 
the public health.

sugar
Be- 

sugar 
came

AMERICAN SUGAR POSITION.

A Correspondent's Optimistic Estimate.

The West India Committee Circular is in­
debted to an occasional correspondent for a table, 
published below, showing his estimates for the 
United States sugar position in 1923, as compared 
with 1922. It is proverbial that statistics can be 
made to prove anything, and the correspondent 
prefers, therefore, that readers should draw their 
own conclusions from these figures. In considering 
these figures, the Circular is inclined to suggest 
that the estimates for Porto Rico and the Philip­
pines for 1923 are decidedly on the low’ side.

1922 1923
Tons. Tons.

Carry-over Cuba ... 1,080,000 100.000
Afloat Hatteras, Refiners’ stock U.S.

and unsold Louisiana 220.000 150,000

1,300,000 250,000

Refined value 1.200.000 230,000
Domestic Beet Carry-over... 700.000 400,000

Total Carry-over ... 1,900.000 630.000

Production Cuba ... 3.975,000 3.7O0.0O0
Porto Rico 385,000 340,000
Hawaii 490,000 500.000
St. Croix

U.S. Receipts, Philippines
5.000

150,000
5,000 

200,000
Foreign sugars 50,000

5,055,000 4,745,000
Refined value... 4,701. USO 4 412 850Domestic Beet and Cane ... 500,000 600^000

Total Supplies ... 5,201,150 "12,850

Total supplies and Carry-over ... 7,101,150 5,642,850
Consumption U.S.

4,70(1.000 4 700 000x Taken into Invisibles ... 300,000
Local consumption and Exports 

Refined Cuba... 200,000 200,000

Total Consumption ... 
Estimated Balance stock Cuba and 5,200,000 4,900,000

U.S. end of the year ...
101,150 100.000

----------- -— --------------

Total supplies and Carry-over as above 5,301,150
7,101,150

5,000,000
5.642,850

Exports U.S. and Cuba to Europe 
and Abroad ... 1,800,000 642,850

The West India Committee have been furnished 
by the Department of Overseas Trade with the fol­
lowing statistics regarding the production of cacao 
m the State of Bahia, Brazil. They were obtained 
by the Commercial Secretary of H.M. Embassy at 
Rio from a reliable source :—

Crop Years. 
1913-14 ..............  
1914-15
1915-16 ................
1916-17 ... 
1917-18 ...............
1918-19 ................
1919-20 ...
1920-21 ...........................
1921-22 (estimated) ..

Bags o’ 60 Kilos
• 612.495

487,543
- 819,838
- 653,140
• 814,412
• 799.411
• 650.873 

993,600
• 432 393
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THE AUDUBON SUGAR SCHOOL.

Its Organisation and Purposes.
The following particulars regarding the Audubon 

Sugar School are taken from the catalogue for 1922 
of the Louisiana State University, to which it is 
attached. In view of the West Indian Agricultural 
College movement in the British West Indies, it 
should be particularly interesting to readers of the 
Circular to learn what is being done in the same 
direction in America.

The Audubon Sugar School was established in 
1891 by the Sugar Planters’ Association of Louisi­
ana in conjunction with the Louisiana State Univer­
sity. The Sugar Experiment Station of the 
University had been established in 1886 at Kenner, 
La., whence it was removed to Audubon Park, New 
Orleans. The Experiment Station was organised 
by Dr. W. C. Stubbs, under whose direction a 
model experimental sugar house was erected and 
manv varieties of cane planted, all on a scale large 
enough to represent correctly commercial practice. 
The remarkable results reached in Europe in the 
beet-sugar industry had been reached by a rigorous 
scientific study of the agriculture of the beet, the 
chemistry of the manufacture of beet sugar and its 
by-products in the sugar house, and the engineer­
ing principles employed in the application of the 
chemical principles. These methods it was resolved 
to apply to the study of the sugar-cane industry in 
Louisiana.

It soon became evident that valuable data were 
being accumulated rapidly, but that these data 
could not be applied practically by anyone save a 
man specially trained in scientific cane-sugar en­
gineering, which training was not to be obtained in 
any existing university. The Sugar Planters’ As­
sociation accordingly agreed to aid in financing such 
a school, and in 1891 the Audubon Sugar School 
was opened with a faculty of the ablest specialists 
to be found in the United States or abroad. Its 
success was so great that in 1897 the increasing 
duties connected with its management and the 
growing magnitude of the Sugar Experiment Sta­
tion work compelled Dr. Stubbs to retire from the 
active directorship. The school was then incor­
porated with the State University, preserving the 
name bv which it had become well known. In 
1908 it was reorganised as a college of the Univer­
sity.

The primary purpose of the school is to offer to 
the citizens of Louisiana an opportunity to secure 
such training as will qualify them to enter most 
advantageously the sugar industry in the State. 
The underlying idea is to train men who should be 
competent to manage plantations which both grow 
cane and make sugar. To this end a course of 
study has been formulated, running through five 
college years, and including chemistry, agriculture, 
mechanical engineering, and sugar-making. Before 
the studv of sugar chemistry proper, sugar manu­
facture or sugar-house engineering can be under­
taken profitably, a thorough preliminary course is 
necessarv. It is impossible to become a sugar 
chemist until the principles of chemistry are mas­
tered, or to become a sugar engineer until mathe­

matics, drawing, and the principles of mechanics 
have been acquired. Men lacking the necessary 
foundations find it increasingly difficult to build 
thereon a successful career in applied science.

In the case of sugar engineering, this preliminary 
training is so special that students cannot always 
obtain it at other institutions. The first three years 
of the Audubon Sugar School aim to give the 
training desired.

The courses of the last two years of the Sugar 
School are essentially professional courses, and may 
be taken by such graduates or advanced students 
in this or other institutions as may be prepared to 
take advantageously the work offered. They in­
clude work in the study and design of sugar-house 
machinery, in sugar chemistry and methods of cane 
sugar manufacture. The distinguishing feature is 
the practical work in field and in sugar house re­
quired during two full sugar campaigns, and in the 
special agriculture of one sugar season at the Sugar 
Experiment Station, Audubon Park, New Orleans. 
Somewhat before the opening of the sugar cam­
paign, a date which varies with the season, the 
students leave the University under the charge of 
a special instructor and report to the Assistant 
Director of the Sugar Experiment Station, Audu­
bon Park. The instructor remains with the stu­
dents until the season is over. Under his super­
vision the students work through a scheme of care­
fully considered studies in agriculture, chemistry, 
and sugar-house engineering, formulated by the 
heads of the corresponding departments in the Uni­
versity. Every Saturday during the sugar season 
the Dean of the Sugar School or the Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering visits the station, inspects 
the work done, and lays out the work for the next 
week. The following is an outline of the course 
followed by the students at Audubon Park, drawn 
up by the professors in charge of the subjects men­
tioned :—

The Study of Agriculture.

The fourth- an d fifth-year sugar students are ex­
pected to report to the park in time for the plant­
ing of all experiments in cane conducted by the 
Sugar Experiment Station, where they make a study 
of the purposes of the experiments and assist in 
every way possible in the planting. In fact, much 
of the actual planting is done by the students. For 
instance, there is an experiment in which is being 
tested the hereditary effect of planting cane-tops 
with comparatively immature buds, cane-butts 
having the most mature buds of the stalks, and the 
middles. The plot devoted to continuous planting 
of tops represents now the accumulated inherit­
ance, whatever that may be, of some ten or twelve 
years; the data on tonnage, sugar content, and 
vitality of the cane are available to the student, 
and he is expected to study these results, at the 
same time helping in the selection of the different 
portions of the cane to be planted. The same is 
true of the other divisions of this experiment.

In studying the varieties of the cane, students 
take notes on the general characteristics of the 
more important varieties and those that have dis­
tinctive features, and actually help, in stripping, 
topping and cutting the canes, weighing them, and
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selecting stalks for analysis in the laboratory, com­
puting the data desired in regard to the varieties, 
etc. They are expected also to make notes and 
observations on the field results of the application 
of fertilisers; to assist in determining the number 
of suckers and their ages, on the plots where ex­
periments are conducted for studying the condi­
tions that influence the suckering of cane; and to 
make a study of the field conditions of plant-cane, 
first-year stubble, and second-year stubble, as to 
stand, maturity, etc.

They are generally expected to participate in the 
sowing of fall crops of forage, alfalfa, clovers, 
vetches, etc. It is further desired that they will 
make a full study of the sugar-cane borer and other 
insect enemies of sugar cane.

Scientific Factory Control.

The student goes to the Park with a knowledge 
of the principles of sugar analysis, including the use 
of the polariscope and the estimation of reducing 
sugars. He there makes complete technical analy­
ses of cane, bagasse, juice, syrup, molasses, and 
sugar—determining sucrose, glucose, ratio, real and 
apparent purity, etc. After he has learned to make 
the usual analyses with accuracy, he is called upon 
to exercise a chemical control of the sugar-house. 
To this end, he takes samples from the practical 
work of the sugar-house at Audubon Park, and cal­
culates the chemical and mechanical losses incident 
to each run. Given a definite amount of cape, he 
is required to find out the extraction, and effect 
upon extraction of saturation between the rolls; 
to analyse the juice; to determine the total sugar 
therein and the amount lost in clarification, evapor­
ation, and filtration, the mechanical and chemical 
losses in the effects and the vacuum pan, the sugar 
left in the molasses, etc. In short, he must make 
a detailed and systematic chemical and mechanical 
control of the sugar-house and the entire process of 
sugar-making. From the data thus obtained he fills 
out a printed blank report, which is submitted to 
the instructor for inspection. This report is 
modelled after the reports made use of in actual 
work of the best sugar-houses in Louisiana, Cuba 
and elsewhere. Particular attention is paid to the 
calculation and interpretation of the laboratory 
data. The amount of practice obtained in this line 
of work is sufficient to enable the student to fill a 
commercial position with confidence, both in the 
accuracy and in the rapidity of his work.

In addition to the above, investigations are being 
continually carried on by the staff of the Station, 
which the student is expected to follow with care, 
and, where possible, to participate in. These are 
for the most part devoted to methods of sugar 
analysis, to the separation and estimation of the 
various compounds found in sugar-cane and its 
by-products, to the testing of new methods pro­
posed for sugar-house work, to sugar-house bac­
teriology, to fermentation and alcohol production, 
and to such other problems as may arise from time 
to time.

(To be continued.)

A few subscriptions to the West India Committee 
are still outstanding. Punctual payment helps.

EMPIRE COTTON GROWING.

Grant to The Agricultural College.

The Empire Cotton Growing Corporation have 
decided to contribute £500 a year for two years to 
the funds of the newly-constituted Agricultural 
College in Trinidad. The grant has been made with 
the proviso that the Corporation is given repre­
sentation on the Governing Body of the College, 
and that any students sent by them for special 
training shall be received without payment of fees, 
or at substantially reduced fees. Sir James Currie, 
K.B.E., C.M.G., the Director, has been appointed 
by the Executive to represent the Corporation on 
the Governing Body, subject to the conditions 
attached to the grant being accepted.

The research work at St. Vincent on genetical 
problems connected with Sea Island cotton, origi­
nated by Dr. S. C. Harland, at the instance of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
was taken over by the Empire Cotton Growing 
Committee of the Board of Trade in 1920. Dr. 
Harland was succeeded in December, 1920 by Dr. 
Montague, who was, however, forced to resign on 
account of bad health in May, 1921, since when his 
place has been filled by a member of the staff of 
the Imperial Department of Agriculture. This 
officer is now required to return to his duties, and 
the Corporation have accordingly appointed’ Mr. 
L. H. Burd, B.A. (Cantab.), to relieve him and to 
take over the work. Mr. Burd sails for St. Vincent 
on October 14th.

COTTON IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Although the production of cotton was first at­

tempted in South Africa about fifty years ago, suc- 
c®ss did not attend the efforts of the early planters, 
chiefly on account of labour and transportation diffi­
culties, but partly on account of the lack of cul­
tural knowledge. The Union Government under­
took a senes of experiments to determine the possi­
bilities of growing cotton in South Africa. As a 
consequence, new interest in this industry was 
awakened, and now there are approximately 8,000 
acres under the cultivation of cotton in the Rusten- 
burg district, 2,000 acres in the Waterberg district, 
100 acres m the Tzaneen section, 50 acres in the 
iranskei district, and 4,000 acres in Natal.

Planting takes place during October and Novem­
ber, and the picking begins in April and continues 
until June or July. In the Rustenburg district, the 
largest cotton-producing area in the Union, the best 
results have been obtained from the class of cotton 

to the big boll group. The average yield 
is 250 to 300 pounds of lint per acre. In some sec­
tions where light frosts occur, growers practise 

+ that is, they permit the plants to
stand for two or more years instead of ploughing 
the land each year and planting again. The yields 
are, as a rule, better from “ ratooned ” fields, and 
the Imt does not appear to be of a lower qualitv. 
in any event, this method of cultivation decreases 
materially the cost of production, but it can be 
practised under favourable conditions only.
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A NATURALIST IN TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO.

By P. Lechmere Guppy, 
Member of the Civil Service, Trinidad and 

Tobago.

The following notes are selected from many 
regarding more or less familiar natural history 
objects which the writer has jotted down from time 
to time. It is hoped that they may prove of 
interest, not only to the naturalist, but also to 
those who have visited Trinidad and Tobago or 
may intend to do so.

The waters around Tobago offer a fine field not 
only to the scientific collector but also to the sport­
ing angler. It is important that the fisherman 
should be properly equipped, and a prime necessity 
for comfort is a seaworthy motor-launch. Rough 
seas and strong tides have to be encountered, and 
it must be borne in mind that the best fishing is in 
the open waters of the Atlantic, not in placid pond­
like conditions that usually obtain inside the Bocas 
in the Gulf of Paria, Trinidad.

Tackle of all kinds will be found useful, light as 
well as heavy, since sport will probably not be 
confined to the deep seas only. To quote from 
Harry Vincent’s 66 Seafish of Trinidad ”* (pages 
18 and 19) : “ Presumably most angling visitors 
from the North will fish with rod and reel. . . . 
Although I have a rod and sometimes fish with it, 
I prefer the handline, particularly for trolling. . . . 
I know the rod-angler affects to look with contempt 
on the hand-liner, says there is no skill required, 
merely a pully-hauly affair, etc., but I have as an 
authority John Bickerdyke, the famous English 
angling expert, who says, 6 playing a fish is a mere 
matter of hands, and really expert hand-liners are 
able to play a fish hooked on fine tackle skilfully 
and carefully with their hands, just as the fresh­
water angler can by means of a rod.’

“ It must be also recognised that whereas the 
rod-angler is generally well pleased with a bag of 
fish running from lb. to 5 lbs., the hand-liner in 
these waters requires from 10 lbs. to 30 lbs. to 
arouse enthusiasm.”

Besides deep-sea sport there will be fishing from 
the rocks, fishing close inshore, and a milder kind 
from the banks of streams where the lightest possi­
ble tackle may be used.

In these notes mention will be made of the more 
familiar fishes, also of others to which some interest 
attaches, either from an economic standpoint or 
from some peculiarity.

The question of poisonous fishes is one that calls 
for extensive and intensive investigation. In the 
writer’s opinion, people in Trinidad and Tobago 
have no cause to fear any trouble from this source 
if ordinary precautions are taken. Reference will 
be made farther on to some poisonous fishes, and a 
few that appear to be occasionally deleterious.

The modes of fishing in Tobago are very primi-

*This admirable book gives details of sea-angling in 
Trinidad.

COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. • 443

tive, and have been handed down from generation 
to generation. Briefly, they are :—

1. Seines used in sandy bays.
2. Fish-traps among the reefs and rocky bays.
3. Trolling with hand-lines from sailing or row­

ing boats,
4. Fishing with deep-sea hand-lines, called 

66 banking.”
There are about nineteen bays around the island 

where fishing is carried on, and there are about 
eighty fishing-boats manned by three or four men 
each. If the sea is very rough they do not venture 
out, but this rarely occurs; and when it is too 
rough on the north side of the island it is still 
possible to fish on the south side, and vice versa. 
Frequently fishing-boats from neighbouring places 
—Venezuela, Grenada and St. Vincent—visit the 
Tobago fishing grounds and make good hauls; but 
there has never been any attempt at systematic 
steam-trawiing with modern apparatus.

In an old undated report placed at the writer’s 
disposal by Mr. Hendy, of Scarborough, Tobago, 
mention is made of American whalers visiting the 
western part of the island in January to March. 
“ They are tolerably successful in catching what 
is called the black whale.” The visits of whales of 
any kind are few and far between in these days.

The Practice of Seining.
The seines or nets are made by the fishermen 

themselves, and are long and fairly deep (200 to 
300 ft. by 10 to 20 ft.), with small mesh at centre 
and large mesh at sides. These seines can only be 
used in sandy bays. There is a long rope at each 
end of the seine for hauling it ashore with its load 
of fishes, which are landed on sloping beach high 
and dry.

Large shoals of fishes come near the shore to feed 
on the small fry and sardines that frequent the 
bays; as soon as these are spotted the boats put 
out and surround them with their seines. Flocks 
of gulls and pelicans follow the seine boats and get 
a meal with little trouble when the nets are being 
hauled in, and after, if the catch is a big one. To a 
certain extent these birds earn their 66 free ” lunch, 
as their activity at sea often shows where the 
shoals of fishes are.

The fishes mostly caught by this method are 
bonito (Thynnus alliteratus, syn. Sarda sarda), 
king fish (Cybium regale) and mackerel (Scom- 
bridae); black jack, small jack, round robin, horse 
cavalli, karang (Caranx spp :), sardines (Atherini- 
dae spp :), sprats and small fry (Clupeidae spp :).

Sometimes rare and peculiar fishes are brought 
in, also a few of the delicious soles or flounders, 
or 66 aileronde.” There are no fewer than five 
different kinds of these flat fishes that have both 
eyes on one side of the head; three species are rare, 
but unfortunately none is plentiful. They belong to 
three families—(1) Bothidae, (2) Pleuronectidae, 
and (3) Soleidae.

Frequently large blackish patches are seen near 
the shore. These are shoals of anchovies (En- 
graulis spp :). The writer has seen these frail- 
looking little fishes so' thickly congregated in the 
shallow water that he has been able to wade in and 
dip them up in a hand net by the hundreds. These
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anchovies are the most abundant of all fishes, and 
are seen round the sea-coast at all times of the 
year pursued from place to place by pelicans and 
gulls from above, and various fishes of all kinds

Fig. 1. Gaff about three feet long for securing fish 
which are too large to lift into the boat on line alone.

from below. These little fishes play an important 
part in luring the large ones inshore, so that they 
can be seined and hooked. Sardines and sprats 
(Clupeidae and Atherinidae) also play an important 
part in attracting the desirable fishes. One of the 
sprats (Harengula macrophthalmd) has a bad repu­
tation as a poisonous fish. Large numbers of these 
small fishes are brought ashore in the seines, as 
also the larger round robins and jacks. The two 
last mentioned are much appreciated as food, and 
all make good bait for trolling.

It is a wonderful sight to see the seine hauled in 
with a big catch of bonito, for some time after 
they are landed on the beach there is a scene like 
a shambles. Hundreds are to be seen jumping 
about, beating themselves in the sand, and blood 
pouring from their gills. This fish is very abun­
dant, and is salted and dried, and much used as 
food by the natives. The roes are considered a 
great delicacy by all classes.

Kingfish and mackerel are sometimes plentiful in 
the seme hauls; the former reaches a large size.

by passing hook through eyes.

The writer has seen some specimens in the Scar- 
TU °Ver 5 ft* length. Pty- 

miles from Scarborough, is the princi 

r arts

al^cr^d^ ex^8ive sandy bay 

ten *
fair catch The « k Se , fail to secure a carried to tie on trays and

heads of native women and girls awa^) on tbe 
Large numbers of black jack . k • x

are taken at the windward eid of Tobago aKm) 
other species of cavalli or karang, belXin^tn^ 
same family Carangidae, called in Tobafo “ green­

backs ”; in Trinidad “ camard,” “cavalli,” 
“ carangue.” As noted further on, most of these 
give good sport trolling.

The Use of Fish-traps.

These are set amongst reefs or rocky bottoms in 
shallow water, buoyed with pieces of wood 
(bamboo), to mark locality in which they are set. 
They vary in size somewhat, are rather cleverly 
made by the fishermen of wild cane, bamboo and 
mangrove wood woven strongly together, tied with 
ropes made of creepers (lianes) nearly square in 
shape, mesh about Ik in., with a funnel-like open­
ing at one side, which the fishes are easily enabled 
to find and go into, but are unable to make their 
way out again. These traps may be baited or 
not; the fishes will find their way in from mere 
curiosity, anyhow.

Traps are lifted three or four times weekly.

8

A °f banking in use off Tobago. A piece
d ) 8tem six feet long, with

bend at the end B in which a weight is fixed. Hooks are 
placed at intervals, and the “ supple-jack” is sunk in deep 
water with a strong deep sea line from the boat.

Many kinds of fishes are caught in these traps. 
I he most important are those belonging to the 
tamily (1) Lutianidae, known popularly as “ red- 
-“X™ and (2) Sparidae

SPP:); (3) Pomudasidae— 
grunts (Haemulon spp :).

in lrh°m tO ei^hteen species, belong-
wfn € theselthree families, of excellent food fishes

enterX^toa^^^^

fishes (Scaridae), called “ chubs ” in Tob^^ f 
st, ™ "»°'

grows to a good size and looks like a red fiZ
Its peculiar mouth has earned 5^” h’ but
“ hog-mouth snapper ” in Tobago 1 Th name of 
inTil^^ “ ehub

LT *’S° T^ida “or “ ¿o^

Z asc^sionis), and the „
fish (Upeneus sp :) are verv £oat

H !k
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possessing a brilliant spotted exterior, vermilion or 
blue, others sober browns and greens. These 
“ grouper ” are reckoned among the most esteemed 
food fishes, and occasionally reach a size of over 
200 or 300 lbs.

Some of the peculiar fishes met with now and 
then will be dealt with in a later note.

The System of Banking.
The enthusiastic sportsman will doubtless be 

able to improve on some of the local methods em­
ployed in this kind of fishing, which affords very 
good sport when the right banks are located. The 
usual method is to have three or four hooks 
attached to the end of a line many fathoms long. 
The hooks are mounted on short wires just above 
the heavy lead sinker. The best “ banks ” lie far 
out to sea, and it is on this account that a sea­
worthy motor-launch is necessary. It will enable 
fishing to be conducted in comfort and save time in 
covering the long distances that may be requisite in 
getting °to and from the banks. Currents are 
strong and seas run high.

It is only on the “ banks ” that the very large 
snappers or redfish are caught, although the 
smaller ones and the grunts give good sport 
as well, and no doubt rod and reel, where the 
water is fairly shallow, will give very satisfactory 
results; the smaller fish are at times very plentiful 
and bite ravenously in such situations.

Of course, other kinds of fish are caught when 
bottom-fishing, and it may happen that a shark is 
hooked. Should this occur it is better to move on 
to another place, since the fish become scarce when 
this tiger of the deep appears.

Trolling from a Motor Launch.
The remarks made above about using a motor­

launch apply to this, the grandest sport of the 
angler, with even greater force than they do to 
banking. The native sailing and rowing boats can, 
of course, be hired for a consideration and tried, 
but they are not by any means comfortable, are 
rather makeshift affairs, and are too much at the 
mercy of wind and tide.

Rod and reel can be used, or hand-lines, but 
very strong tackle is required if the latter are used 
in the usual way, i.e., pulling the fish in directly it 

is hooked.
The speed of the boat must be rather slow, not 

more than three to four miles an hour; if this speed 
is exceeded hook and line skim the surface of the 
water, and the bait is not seen, as the fish are oiten 
feeding at a good depth, and will not rise to the 
surface. In any case, it may be advisable to put 
a weight on the line. .

Spoon-bait is useful, but the ™°st effectwe i^ 
fresh-bait. Sprats, sardines, round robin and small 
jack, or an elongated strip of mackerel cut from 
the side, the shape and size of an ordinary sardine, 

will do very well.
(To be continued.)

Copies of “The Manufacture of Cane Sugar” 
can be obtained at The West India Committee 
Rooms, price 25s. each, or 26s. post free.

TROPICAL DISEASES.

Endemics can be Abolished.
In a paper read at the International Congress on 

the History of Medicine, held in London recently. 
Professor W. J. Simpson, C.M.G., M.D., put on 
record some striking facts regarding the campaign 
against endemic diseases. In the case of scurvy, 
he pointed out that it was Sir Gilbert Blane, when 
Physician to the Fleet in the West Indies, who first 
secured systematic provision of suitable food, in­
cluding a regular supply of lime or lemon juice, 
throughout the Fleet. Had some such means not 
been organised and put into practice, and this long 
before the rôle of vitamines was understood, it is 
probable that between 1793 and 1815 the whole 
stock of British sailors would have been expended 
through the wastage due to scurvy and fevers.

Professor Simpson went on to say that it was 
in the tropics that endemics, due to bacteria, un­
like those caused by protozoa, threatened periodic­
ally to become epidemic. It was the application 
of our present knowledge that was needed in the 
tropics, and it was there also that we could best 
solve the problems connected with epidemics and 
endemics, whether in man or animals. Malaria, 
dysenteries, and pellagra were practically the same 
diseases as were endemic in England in the 
eenth century, and there was every reason to affirm 
that with our additional knowledge, these diseases 
could be prevented and abolished m the 
tropics by much more rapid and surer methods than 
had been the case in this country.

So with ankylostomiasis and bilharziasis; sani­
tary measures and treatment could get rid of them. 
Elephantiasis was another endemic disease dis­
figuring its victim. We knew the conditions that 
caused it, and the measures that should be taken 
to abolish it and free the next generation, and yet 
they were not taken. Leprosy was another loath­
some disease. We knew its casual agent, but not 
the reservoirs or vehicles by which it maintained 
its endemicity. Why was the problem not tackled i 

The lecturer stated that his own experience m 
the tropics was that, notwithstanding the splendid 
work which had been accomplished by sanitary 
commissioners and medical officers, no health ad­
ministration was able to deal effectively with the 
endemic diseases there until its organisation was 
conceived on a wider basis than at present.

Professor Simpson concluded by urging that an 
effort should be made to map out the more per­
manent localities of endemic tropical diseases on 
similar lines to those employed by the Rockefeller 
Foundation in regard to yellow fever, and tha 
these should be studied from every known point 
of view by special commissions, financed by volun­

tary associations.

The imports into, and exports from, the United 
Kingdom of crude petroleum and of petroleum pro­
duces were, for the first eight months of the respec- 

tive years, in gallons :—
1921 ^^2-
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HEALTH IN THE TROPICS.

Eminent English Surgeon’s Views.

Sir John Bland-Sutton, the distinguished consul t- 
mg surgeon, on his return from a visit to Brazil, 
gave his impressions to The Times regarding the 
health conditions prevailing there, in a communica­
tion which was published on September 15th.

At Manaos,” he wrote, 66 Dr. Wolferstan

Government Housa, Tobago
In the grounds of this old house are the graves of several members of the 

family of Sir F. P. Robinson, Governor.

Thomas, who was trained in the excellent Sehnnl 
of Tropical Medicine at Liverpool*, gave 
opportunity of seeing the excellent 
made, not only for investigating tro­
pical diseases, but for treating them. 

had opportuni­
ties of studying diseases in tropical 
with h^ the difficulties
with which medical officers of health 
XS m making uneducated 
peopie appreciate the importance of 
serv?deCaTi1OnS necessary to be ob- 
bervea. it seems to many of them 
shoffiFdev^ Unthjnkable that doctors 
for thl ?nd carry out methods 
mo^d^Th°f disease’ but it is 
more difficult to persuade them that 

‘'V'"'"'“'1 «< .11

£- Braz^

safe as in an English ’town K th be &S 
lations laid down bv th a ™ 
are strictly observed. e<hcal officers of 

“My visit to theAmaynn h„
this opinion :—The occunati^ conhrmed 

‘by Europeans has been ¿ndered^m1“1 “untries 
biting msects than by the arrows f by SmaU 
savages.” rows and spears of

me every
arrangement

health

me in
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THE TRAGEDY OF A GOVERNOR.

West Indian history has a curious way of repeat­
ing itself. Recently the salary of the Governor of 
Barbados was reduced by the House of Assembly, 
and it would appear that this action had an his­
toric parallel one hundred years ago. The follow­
ing extract from its issue of September 12th of 
1822 was published in The Times of the same day 
this month :—

“ The communications between Sir 
Frederick Robinson, Governor of 
Tobago, and the House of Assembly in 
that island will, we trust, produce a 
salutary impression upon the heads of 
the department at home. It must be 
considered a most unquestionable and 
painful proof of the grievous condition 
to which the finances of our colonies are 
reduced, that the amount of a 
Governor’s salary, bestowed sponta­
neously within a few years, should form 
the sole subject of a voluminous con­
troversy between the party granting 
and the party receiving it. The povert?

ihe colonies may well have overcome 
their delicacy, in forcing them to speak 
on such a topic to the object of their 
former bounty : but what can be urged 
tor the dignity or decent pride of him 
who could reject, an appeal so just, and 
so mortifying to those from whom it 
proceeded?”

Governor of

Major-General Sir Frederick Phillips 
Robinson, K.C.B., was gazetted 

he filled thLt FebruarY 13th, 1816,* and
H b ed that position for some years. Some little 
time ago the Hon. Archibald G. Bell, C.M.G. called

Part of the old Gnavevarri ¡M
Showing the arrangement nf th* Aveyard in Tobago.

se,

the attention of the writer tn •
graves of four members of th«' unf6 ? the 
Governor’s family in a «moil € unf°rtunate 
grounds of Government House, ST1 “ the 
^J^arrangementof tombstone! i’s shown on

★Gentlemen's Magazine, 1816, p. 273
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the plan which, with the inscriptions and a photo­
graph of Government House by Mrs. Bell, are re­
produced on this and the opposite page. Referring 
to the inscriptions, Mr. Bell wrote : “It is pathetic 
to picture Sir F. P. Robinson living his lonely life 
in the house near by, after his wife, the last of the 
four of his family to be buried in the small ceme­
tery, had left him.”

He continued : “ The grave without any in­
scription, and marked ‘ E ’ on the plan, is that of 
Sir WTilliam Young, Governor of Tobago from 1807 
to 1816, and Sir F. P. Robinson’s immediate pre­
decessor. Sir William Young was, as you doubt­
less know, a Member of Parliament and a recog­
nised authority on West Indian matters, and he 
was a most popular Governor of Tobago. The 
memorial tablet which the House of Assembly

THE MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

A well-known firm of merchants in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, writes : “ We had one of your old maps, 
we presume that published in 1914, which was, 
unfortunately, destroyed in a fire in our office. We 
have missed it so much that only to-day we were 
forced to purchase a chart to take its place; but 
we find the chart is not nearly as satisfactory for 
reference as your old map.”

This is one of many unsolicited commendations 
of The West India Committee’s map of the West 
Indies which have been received; but if the old 
map was better than the Admiralty chart, what 
shall be said of the new map ? There is a general 
consensus of opinion that it is by far the most prac-

A B c D

TO THE MEMORY

OF

Harriet Daughter 
of Sir F. P. Robinson

K.C.B.
Governor of Tobago

She died January 9th 1819 
AGED 10 YEARS 

op the Malignant Fever 
WITH WHICH THE ISLAND WAS 

then Afflicted

She was a child ofthe most 
AMIABLE AND PROMISING DIS­
POSITION AND ENDEARING IN 

THE HIGHEST DEGREE

TO THE MEMORY

OF

Lieut. F. p. Robinson
OF

The 4th Regiment of Foot

Aid de Camp and Private 
Secretary to his Father 
Sir F. P. Robinson, K.C.B.

Governor of Tobago

he died of a Malignant 
Fever

March 15th 1820
IN THE 21ST YEAR OF HIS AGE 

deeply Lamented by his 
Father and Family

AND BY ALL WHO KNEW HIM

TO THE MEMORY

OF

Augusta Robinson

4th Daughter of 
Sir F.P.Robinson, k.c.b.

SHE DIED OF A MALIGNANT 

Fever

April 19th 1820 in the 15th 
YEAR OF HER AGE

While living she was the 
DELIGHT OF THE FAMILY TO 
whom her Death was the 

CAUSE OF INEXPRESSIBLE 
GRIEF

J. Pellinari.

HERE LIES THE BODY OF

Anne

THE WIFE OF

His Excellency 
Sir F. P. Robinson

Governor of Tobago

She died on the 6th day of 
October, 1823 in the 60th 
YEAR OF HER AGE AFTER A 
PAINFUL AND TEDIOUS ILLNESS 
WHICH SHE BORE WITH UN­
EXAMPLED FORTITUDE AND 
pious Resignation to the

Divine will

CROSS!. BARBADOS

Inscriptions on Graves in the Grounds of Government House, Tobago.
These sad inscriptions, which tell a tragic story, were copied by the Hon. Archibald G. Bell, C.M.G.

provided was, for some reason which I have not 
yet verified, not put on the grave at Government 
House, and is now on the wall of the Church of 
England in Scarborough.

“Government House must have been built in the 
very early years of the 19th century. It is a typi­
cal Colonial house.” 

STEAMER SAILINGS.
To From Packet Sailing

West Indies .. Dover ... Stuyvesant .. Sept. 3o
Jamaica .. Liverpool ... Nubian „ 30

.. Oct. 3Jamaica .. Bristol ... Motagua
B uda & Ja’ca . .. Bristol ... Bay ano • • „ 7
B'dos & T’dad 
B’dos, T’dad &

.. Liverpool ... Alexandrian •• „ 7

Demerara .. Glasgow ... Iniombi „ io
West Indies . . Dover ... Van Rensselaer • • „ 14

West Indies 
Bemerara &

. Halifax ... Chignecto .. Oct. 16

Trinidad . Amsterdam ... Nickerie •• „ 19
West Indies 
Jamaica &

. New York ... Parima .. 20

B. Honduras.. 
G’adi, T’dad &

. New York ... Santa Marta • • „ 21

Demerar i . New York ... Matura . „ 24
Jamaica . New York ... Carillo • „ 25
^est Indies . Halifax . Caraquet . ., 30
West Indies .. New York ... Guiana . Nov. 3

tical and useful map of the Caribbean area in ex­
istence, giving as it does, much information regard­
ing areas, population, steamship and cable routes, 
etc., a knowledge of which is essential to every 
business house or individual trading with, or in­
terested in, the West Indian Colonies. The map 
should find a place in every club, office and school 
throughout the West Indies, and the assistance of 
members of The West India Committee in making 
it known in such quarters is solicited.

The price of the Map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3, is as follows :—

Other

£ ’ - Y
Sheet ... ... ..
Mounted and folded I..
Mounted on rollers 

*

Post Free Post Free Coun­
Price U.K. W. Indies. tries.
7/6 8/6 9/6 10/6

15/- 15/6 15/6 15/6
12/6 14/- 19/- *

Canada 22/-; elsewhere according to destination.

Orders for the Map are being received from every 
part of the Empire, and also from the United 
States.

The London daily newspapers of September 26 
give the report of the prosecution of the Secretary 
of Angostura Bitters, Ltd., and a stockbroker for 
offering a commission to the Accountant of the 
Public Trustee. The case is still proceeding.
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INCOME TAX LEGISLATION. LORD BURNHAM AND JAMAICA.

The “ F.B.I.” and the Trinidad Ordinance

The Federation of the British Industries has 
followed the example of The West India Committee 
by protesting against the anomalies of Income Tax 
legislation in Trinidad. They point out that under 
this legislation the resident agent or agents of non­
resident principals are liable to assessment in re­
spect of goods sold in the Colony for their principals, 
whose income will be assumed to be 10 per cent, 
of the value of the goods sold if the income cannot 
otherwise be ascertained to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner. The assessment will be based on a 
three years’ average, and the local representative 
will be held responsible for the payment of the 
tax. The tax, therefore, is a charge on profits, 
and as such is bound to exercise a restrictive effect 
upon trade.

They received from one of the member firms a 
letter, in which it was stated :—“ The large manu­
facturer who exports to Trinidad, and who has a 
representative in the island, is going to be penalised 
in comparison with the small manufacturer who 
has no representative there, and does his business 
only through merchants in this country. Secondly, 
it is proposed to levy the tax on the basis of an 
assumed income of an amount not exceeding 10 
per cent, of the selling price of the goods if the 
income cannot otherwise be ascertained to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioner. In our case, as 
it would be impossible to ascertain at all exactly 
the profits on our Trinidad trade alone, it is to be 
presumed that the Commissioner would not accept 
our figures, so that we should be left to be assessed 
by him on the selling price, presumably in Trinidad, 
which would include freight and insurance, which 
in our case amounts at present to about 45 per cent, 
of the f.o.b. value, and while, as is the case now, 
we might be making little or no profit, and even a 
loss on our trade with the island, we should be 
asked to pay an income tax on presumed profits 
based not only on our f.o.b. price, but on freight 
and insurance.

<e Our representative in Trinidad is paid on com­
mission, so that the larger our trade the greater is 
the income tax which the Government receives 
from him, but if we also have to pay income tax 
out there on fictitious profits, it will probably lead 
to our discontinuing having a representative in the 
island, in which case the Government would not 
only not get the additional income from this pro­
posed taxation, but would Ipse the income tax on 
what we now pay our representative.”

The Federation took so serious a view of the com- 
plamt that they wrote to the Colonial Office, point­
ing out that the proposed tax is bound to have a 
restrictive effect upon trade between the United 
Kingdom and Trinidad since many firms will con­
sider the cancellation of their agencies held in the 
Colony, and will risk falling back upon selling 
direct.

Moreover, the Federation points out that the 
danger exists that if this ordinance remains un- 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

The Jamaica Imperial Association has invited 
Viscount Burnham, in his capacity as Chairman of 
the Empire Parliamentary Association and the 
Empire Press Union, to visit Jamaica during the 
forthcoming winter. It is known that Lord 
Burnham is favourably inclined towards accepting 
the invitation, though much must depend on the 
political situation in this country, for if a General 
Election were imminent, he would not be able to 
leave England. However, it is hoped that such a 
contingency may not arise, and that Lord 
Burnham, who will be accompanied by Lady 
Burnham and representatives of the two bodies of 
which he is Chairman, may leave for Jamaica early 
in the New Year.

The tour must be limited to two months, for 
Lord Burnham is a busy man, and in the circum­
stances it is feared that he may not be able to visit 
the other West Indian islands, though it is possible 
that he may call at Nassau, Bahamas, on his way 
to Jamaica.

The advantage of a visit of so distinguished a 
journalist to the West Indies should be incalculable, 
and possibly arrangements may be made for repre­
sentatives of trade and other interests to meet him 
in Jamaica, with the help of the Associated 
West Indian Chambers of Commerce, and for a 
conference of journalists also to be held.

The Jamaica Imperial Association must be con­
gratulated upon their activity in this, as in other 
matters.

According to A frican Industries, the variety of 
cacao grown in Nigeria is the same as that grown in 
the Cameroons, but the latter almost invariably 
realises 10s. more per cwt. on account of its being 
better cultivated and cured. Experiments con­
ducted bv the Agriculture Department of the former 
colony have amply demonstrated that both the 
yield and quality of Nigerian cacao can be greatly 
improved by the adoption of better methods of 
cultivation and curing. The Amelonada variety, 
which is that grown in Nigeria, requires at least six 
days for fermentation.

altered there is every likelihood of the example of 
Trinidad being followed by other West Indian 
Legislatures, in which case the effect upon trade 
would be very considerable. If this form of income 
tax is withdrawn, not only will the risk of cancella­
tion of agencies be avoided, but the more agents 
there are, and the greater the volume of trade they 
do, the larger will be the revenue derived from them 
by way of ordinary income tax and other forms of 
taxation.

It will be recalled in this connection that at the 
sug£esrion of The West India Committee an Inter­
departmental Committee was appointed earlier in 
the year to consider the question of Colonial Income 
Tax legislation, and that the preparation of a 
Model Income Tax Bill was urged. It is under- 
stood that this draft Bill is now in course of pre­
paration, and it is not too much to say that the 
need for it is becoming more manifest every day.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “ Agronomist.”

Of the variety canes reaped at the Peradeniya 
Experimental Station in Ceylon in March and April 
last, DK 74 gave 427 tons per acre, “Sin Nombré” 
38.9 tons, Red Top Mauritius 32.1 tons. No. 3,390 
22.4 tons, Striped White Tanna 20.1 tons, and 
Barbados 203 13.8 tons. The canes were from 17 
to 18 months old. The general public seem to 
have appreciated the last-named cane, as a note 
occurs in the report to the effect that “ signs of 
fairly extensive thefts were found in this plot,” 
accounting for the apparently poor yield.

* * *
Mr. Harcourt Paine, manager of the Chilean 

Nitrate Committee, recently stated in an address 
delivered before the United States National Ferti­
liser Association Convention, that apart from 
Chili, the world produced in 1921 inorganic nitro­
gen equivalent to 3,500,000 tons of nitrate of soda, 
of which the German equivalent nitrogen produc­
tion was 1,800,000 tons, the British 500,000 tons, 
and the United States 750,000 tons. Chili, said 
Mr. Paine, could, with its existing appliances, pro­
duce nearly 4,000,000 tons per annum of nitrate 
of soda.

* * *
At a recent meeting of the Ceylon Board of 

Agriculture, Mr. Stockdale, the Director of Agri­
culture, referred to the successful experiments 
which had been conducted as regards cotton grow­
ing in Ceylon. Cotton, he said, could be grown 
well in the north-western, northern, and Uva pro­
vinces, if climatic conditions were favourable. The 
three varieties experimented with were American 
Upland, Cambodia, and Egyptian. An offer had 
been received for the Cambodia cotton grown of 
Rs. 20 (about 26/8) per cwt. from the Colombo 
spinning and weaving mills.

*
The Fertiliser and Feeding-Stuffs Journal, in its 

edition of August 2nd, gives a summary of results 
obtained at various agricultural colleges and ex­
periment stations in the United Kingdom with the 
experimental manuring of oats, swedes, and man­
golds with nitrate of lime, which shows that this 
manure compares very favourably with sulphate 
of ammonia and nitrate of soda. Unfortunately, 
this apparently ideal form of field nitrogen is not 
suited to the tropics on account of its deliquescent 
character, which causes it to be leached out of the 
soil to which it has been applied by tropical rain­
fall.

* * *
The orange tree is an extremely important fac- 

tor in honey production on account of the large 
quantities of nectar that the blossoms yield. In 
California this is* so abundant that labourers work­
ing under the orange trees often find their clothes 
sticky from the nectar which has dropped on them 
when the branches are shaken. Gleanings on Hee 
Culture gives the yield of honey, mainly derived 
from this source, as being, in that country, 40 to 
250 lbs. per colony, according to the character 

of the flow and the skill of the bee-keeper in keep­
ing the colony strong enough to cope with the sup­
ply of nectar.

* * *
There are enormous differences in the fat values 

of various kinds of milk, the variation being from 
190 calories per lb..in the case of mare’s milk to 
930 calories per lb. in the case of that of the rein­
deer. In the former there is only a little over 1 
per cent, of fat, the lowest on record, while rein­
deer’s milk contains over 17 per cent., the highest. 
Woman’s milk contains the highest percentage of 
sugar, that of reindeer the least. That of the 
sheep is noticeable as containing a considerable 
amount of fat as well as a fair proportion of sugar. 
The milk of the reindeer also contains the highest 
percentage—8.5 per cent.—of casein (cheese), as 
against under 1 per cent, in the case of the ass. 
Camel’s milk has the same fuel value as that of 
woman, but contains less sugar and more casein.

* * *
About 80 miles off the east coast of Madagascar 

is the little island of Juan de Nova. Its area is only 
about 1,000 acres, and its principal occupants are 
crows and wild cats, added to in the evenings by 
seagulls. Of recent years deposits have been 
worked of what was once guano, derived from the 
latter source, but which now, as the result of con­
stant water washing, is a more or less dark brown 
earth containing no soluble salts. But from the 
action of the soluble phosphates washed from the 
overlaying guano, the limestone immediately be­
neath this product has been converted into a 
brownish calcium phosphate, retaining the texture 
of the rock, but quite deficient in carbonate of lime. 
L’Engrais states that this phosphate contains 35.56 
per cent, of phosphoric acid, 48.63 per cent, of 
calcium oxide, 1.75 per cent, of magnesia, 1.27 per 
cent, of organic matter, 0.56 per cent, of sulphuric 
acid, 7.97 per cent, of combined water, and 4 per 
cent, of water driven off at 110 deg. C.

Manurial experiments in connection with coco 
nuts have been carried out m Ceylon since 1915, 
and the results for each year up to and including 
1921 are published in The Tropical Agriculturist 
for June last. A variety of manures were experi­
mented with, including sulphate of ammonia, 
ground nut cake, steamed bone meal, sulphate of 
potash, “Mendis potash,” “mineral mixtures, 
lime, mixed manure, organic mixture and mulches 
of husks. Various tillage treatments were also com­
bined with the manuring. The results point to 
crops of coconuts being largely dependent as to 
numbers upon the rainfall of the previous 18 
months, a shortage of rain meaning a poor crop, 
the size of the nuts also varying upon the extent 
of the rainfall. Ploughing and harrowing appeared 
to help to maintain crops in a dry season. Although 
lime, both in heavy and light soils, gave markedly 
increased crops, its application led to smaller nuts 
and consequently less copra yield than would be 
expected from the extent of the crop. Steamed 
bone meal maintained crops and size of nuts, bur 
in general the size of the nuts was only improved 
by the application of nitrogen, preferably organic.
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THE WEST INDIAN CLUB.

The Hon. William Morrison Entertained

ORCA'S ” WEST INDIAN TOURS.

The Royal Mail Company's New Steamer.

The Hon. William Morrison, a member of the 
Privy Council of Jamaica, was entertained by the 
members of The West Indian Club at dinner on 
Tuesday, September 12th.

Mr. E. A. de Pass, a member of the Committee, 
who presided, in proposing the toast of the Guest, 
said that most men were prouder of their vices 
than of their virtues, or, at any rate, made more 
boast of them. He therefore employed a private 
enquiry agency to find out what the vices of 
William Morrison were. He drew blank, for appar­
ently their guest had none—now. Perhaps he 
used to have some, but the Re­
cording Angel had evidently 
wiped them off the slate. It was 
true that Mr. Morrison was a 
Scotsman and a lawyer, but he 
would not dare to joke about 
that. Their guest had done good 
work in Jamaica politically, and 
was also what the Americans 
would call a “cricket fan.” He 
had done more than any two 
men in Jamaica to keep the 
national game, on which so 
much of the national character 
is based, a living and thriving 
issue. Mr. Morrison’s father was 
one of the most highly esteemed 
residents in Jamaica, a man of 
whom any son might well be 
proud.

Most of them would remem­
ber a poem of Leigh Hunt re­
garding an Arab who dreamed 
that the Recording Angel was 
going around taking down from 
all and sundry the claims they 
made to a place in Paradise with 
extra special houris. Poor
Abou ben Adhem read the various claims of his 
neighbours, and his heart sank into his boots as 
he could think of no special claim to beatitude. 
So when his turn came all he could say to thé 
angel was, “ Write me as one that loves his fellow­
men.” Then the angel’s list appeared to him,

And lo ! ben Adhem’s name led all the rest.” 
Mr. Morrison was a man that loved his fellowmen, 
and so he was a jolly good fellow.

Mr. Morrison, in reply, said that he was, of 
course, immensely gratified at this mark of esteem 
and friendly feeling by the members of The West 
Indian Club, and it gave him especial pleasure to 
see his dear old friend, Mr. E. A. de Pass, in the 
t ^^eed, a lifelong friend of the West
i ^r’ ^orrfson> had been a member of

the Club for twenty years, and looked back to the 
happy associations then formed, and to the many 
activities of the Club, not only in a social sense 
but towards cricket, rifle shooting, and other 
matters which were of the utmost importance to

(Continued at foot of next column.)

The R.M.S.P. Orca, which is depicted on this 
page, is, as already announced, to make two plea­
sure cruises from New York to the West Indies 
during the coming winter, starting on the 24th of 
January and of February next. Her itinerary will 
embrace Colon, Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados and 
Bermuda.

Of 16,000 tons gross, R.M.S.P. Orca is now being 
completed at Belfast. The Royal Mail* Steam 
Packet Company will also offer special facilities for 
reaching Bermuda from New York during the 
winter months.

The R.M.S.P. “ORCA.”
This splendid vessel of 16,000 tons is to make two pleasure cruises to the West Indies 

during the coming winter.

(Continued from the preceding column.) 
the West Indies. The Club was still full of life 
and vigour, and it might well be said_

Thus far its fortunes bear an upward course, 
and it is graced with wreaths of victory.”

Mr. Wood’s visit to the West Indies and the 
Report was uppermost in their minds, and so he 
would just say a word about it. He felt that all 
parties and all sections in the West Indies would 
be pleased and satisfied therewith, although he had 
no doubt, in so far as Jamaica was concerned, 
certain desirable amendments would be put for­
ward for the favourable consideration of the Im­
perial Government.

Mr. Morrison said he looked forward with one 
confidence to the present and future of the West 
indies, as a whole, despite hurricanes, droughts 

for the people of those islands, 
oi all classes and colour, were full of confidence in 
themselves and in the vast resources of all those 
a m^P A11 that 7aS ^^ted WaS co-oPeration and 
a more pronounced spirit of pulling together
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
giving items of neics likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

By Air to Nassau, Bahamas.
The flying-boat Sampeio Correia has visited Nassau 

on her way from New York to Brazil. This, says the 
Nassau Guardian of August 22nd, is a reminder of 
the evolution of air travel in the past few years, and 
the extraordinary development which has made pos­
sible the annihilation of distance. For several sea­
sons seaplanes from Florida have frequently visited 
Nassau, and last winter the wonderful flying-boats 
of the Aeromarine Airways—the last word in pas­
senger seaplanes—gave an almost regular service, in­
creasing the Island’s travelling facilities considerably 
and advertised Nassau as being within easy reach of 
the American coast. A new air route is inaugurated 
by this trial flight of Lieut. Hinton and his party, 
and it is gratifying to be able to record that in linking 
up the two Americas they will also have forged a link 
between the Bahamas, the most northerly of the 
British West Indies, and Trinidad, the most southerly 
island of the historic group which stretches between 
the coasts of the two continents.—The new Colonial 
Hotel is rapidly rising from the ashes of its pre­
decessor, the proposals to make the site on Bay Street 
a park having fallen through.—How beneficial are the 
activities of the Marine Products Board was shown 
when the Bight of Acklins was reopened last month, 
after having been closed to sponging since 1919. Al­
ready, says the Nassau Guardian, the market is over­
flowing with excellent sponge from that area, which 
produces a variety for which there is a particularly 
good demand.

Qood Crop Weather in Barbados.
The weather, says the Advocate of August 29th, has 

continued favourable for the crops, and the canes 
everywhere are healthy and vigorous.—The Advocate 
attributes to a lack of balance in an attenuated House 
of Assembly such “stunt legislation” as the rejection 
by a narrow majority before the House adjourned of 
the proposal to exempt the Governor’s salary from 
Income Tax, and our contemporary hopes that before 
the Bill is finally passed, the exempting section will 
be restored.—The water situation has not much im­
proved in spite of the rains.—Alastrim, which last 
year attacked Jamaica, and has recently broken out 
in the Roseau and Grandbay districts of Dominica, 
has been added to the list of diseases to be dealt with 
under the Quarantine Act. At a meeting of the 
General Board of Health on August 23-d, Hon. Dr. 
Hutson, M.B.E., who presided, stated that he had 
written to the Executive Council asking that Alastrim 
be made a notifiable disease in the same way as small­
pox. As regards leprosy, it was decided to recom­
mend an amendment of the Lepers’ Act so as to pn> 
vide that isolation should automatically follow noti­
fication, instead of the present procedure which only 
allows a Magisterial enquiry to be held when a noti­
fied leper has been found in a public road or p 
The Agricultural Societv have decided upon the pub­
lication of a journal, and the holding of an Industrial 
Exhibition at Queen’s Park on December 13th At 
their meeting on August 25th, Mr. J. A. Novell w 
presented with a small crucible and basin of platinum 
as a token of appreciation of his services in connec $ 
tion with sugar cane experiments.

British Honduras.—Sir E. Hutson’s Holiday.

The Governor, Sir Eyre Hutson, has left the colony 
on leave of absence.—The Clarion records that Sydney, 
son of the Hon. Sydney Cuthbert, was one of fifteen 
successful candidates at the Special Entry Examina­
tion for the Royal Navy. He was third on the list.

Mr. R. Nosworthy in Dominica.

His Honour R. Nosworthy, who is acting as Ad­
ministrator of Dominica, has been appointed a mem­
ber of the Executive Council of the Leeward Islands 
for such period as he holds that position.—The Hon. 
H. A. Alford Nicholls, C.M.G., Senior Medical Officer, 
has been appointed Principal Medical Officer to 
Dominica.—A slight epidemic of Alastrim, the dis­
ease which attacked Jamaica last year, has broken out 
in the island, but according to the Dominica Guardian 
of August 17th, has not spread beyond tne Roseau and 
Grandbay districts.

A Grenada View of Federation.
In a leading article in its issue of August nth, the 

West Indian says : “We are opposed to the sugges­
tion of a Trinidad-Windward Islands partnership, but 
we are not incurably opposed to the proposal. It is 
not impossible for a scheme to be devised to suit us 
admirably; we only doubt that any proposal from 
Trinidad will go far enough to suit us. This is a 
case for hard thinking. The people must decide. 
They must explore and examine the whole ground. 
It is a case of balance of advantages. It is always 
better to think of the things we have and may lose, 
more than of the things we may gain. Grenada has 
a great many things to lose, not only commercially, 
but socially, in the strict sense of the word, and 
should think hard on this tremendous question.”— 
Mrs. Smith, wife of Mr. T. E. Noble Smith, of Nian- 
ganfoix, St. Andrew’s, died on July 24th, at the early 
age of 35.

Regrading Jamaica. Officials’ Salaries.
Two hurricanes, which threatened Jamaica at the 

end of August and the beginning of September, for­
tunately passed without affecting the island, after, 
in the latter case, approaching to within 350 miles of 
the coast.—The Commission appointed by the 
Governor at the end of last year to enquire into the 
emoluments of public officials have now reported. 
Inter alia, they recommend that the continuation of 
the office of Protector of Immigrants is no longer jus­
tified, and that the appointment of a Deputy Director 
of Public Works appears unnecessary, the Commission 
deprecating the creation of Deputies in any Govern­
ment Department. The same applies to the post of 
Second Assistant to the Attorney-General. The Com­
mission further think it undesirable that the salaries 
of judicial officers should be fixed on an incremental 
basis. The amount required to carry out the Com­
mission’s recommendations during the current year 
^Mr.^C.^Lyon Hall has declined the office of Custos 

of Portland, to which he had been' nominated by the 
Governor.—A deputation consisting of Hon. Rev. A. 
Barclay and Mrs, Barclay, Hon. Rev. G. L. Young, 
Hon. D. T. Wint, Mr. L. O. Robertson, Mr. W. E. 
Wilson, and Mr. S. M. Roche, who have returned 
¿ter a visit of inspection to tae Isthmus of Panama, 
emphasise in their report the loyalty of the British 
West Indians there, stating that “it was an inspira­
tion to hear the National Anthem sung by more than 
two thousand people in a Spanish American Re-



452 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. September 28, 1922.

public.” Their observations bore out the fact that 
economic conditions on the Isthmus were not satis­
factory and were likely to become worse. There was 
a good deal of unemployment among West Indians, 
although investigation showed that complaints as to 
the unsympathetic attitude of the British Legation 
were not justified.

St. Vincent and the Agricultural College.

The Sentry (August 4th) sees in the establishment 
of the West Indian Agricultural College at Trinidad 
another indication of that colony’s progress towards 
the position of headquarters of the Windward Islands 
at last, if not of the lesser Antilles.—The visit of the 
Governor, Sir George Haddon Smith, was being 
eagerly awaited in view of the important decisions re­
garding representation to be arrived at following the 
recommendations of the Wood report.

Tobago’s Steamship Service.
It is reported, states Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on 

August 29th, that a committee of experts in Trinidad 
is discussing the purchase of a steamer to replace the 
Belize, and to advise regarding the future of the 
coastal service, but Tobago is not represented on the 
Committee.—H.E. the Governor was expected at Scar­
borough on September 5th on a short visit. The 
Governor has thé reputation of being keenly interested 
in all parts of the colony alike, and desirous of getting 
opinions at first hand, and no doubt Tobago will be 
consulted before decisions are made.—A public meet­
ing was to be held at Scarborough on September 4th 
for the purpose of moving a resolution gratefully ac­
cepting the offer by the Secretary of State of an elec­
tive representative to the Legislative Council. Mr. 
John Murray, of Kendal Place, was to occupy the 
chair. The weather has been showery, about nine 
inches of rain havinig been registered in this district 
during the month. There is no cause for complaint 
but the Leeward district needs more rain, and the 
growing crops are causing some anxiety. The cacao 
crop looks most promising, and good pickings are 
expected by the end of September. The larder estates 
are keen on producing a fine fermented cacao, but the 
trouble thus far is that Trinidad buyers like to get it 
to improve their bulk buying, but will pay no better 
price for it. The total output (say 5,000 to 6,000 
bags) is hardly sufficient to attract the large buyers 
abroad. J

The Trinidad Agricultural Bank Scheme.

.J1"; J^græ^ral Credit Bank Commit- 
tœ of which Hon. R. G. Bushe, C.M.G., is chairman, 
has adopted the report of a sub-Committee consisting 
of the Chairman, Hon. A. H. Cipriani, Mr. W I 
Messervy, Mr. J. B. Connell, and Mr. T. P. Mackenzie: 
Mr Bushe stated that under the scheme which was 
which the forwa^d> the only possible occasion on 
which the general taxpayer might be called upon to 
contribute at all towards the repayment of loans to 
be raised was if the agricultural industries of the 
colony were to be practically wiped out. A lemrihy 
discussion having taken place at the Committee’s 
meeting, on August 23rd, on the Chamber of Com­
merce’s proposal that the bonds should be exempt 
from income tax, upon which decision was deferred 
the Committee resolved “That the bank should 
administered by a board of management composed of

a chairman and four members to be appointed by the 
Governor, the latter being persons representative of 
the interests of both agriculture and commerce ; that 
the chairman should be appointed for five years, that 
two of the other members should be appointed in the 
first instance for two years and their successors sub­
sequently for five years, and the other two members 
in the first instance for four years and their succes­
sors subsequently for five years—both chairman and 
members being eligible for re-appointment.” A sub­
Committee was then appointed, consisting of the 
Chairman, the Hon. A. H. Cipriani, and Mr. Nowell, 
to consider the possible extent of the proposed bank’s 
operations initially and after development, and the 
Committee then adjourned until the following Wed­
nesday.—The officer in charge of the Trade Commis­
sioner’s office has been informed that there is no pos­
sibility of an appointment being made to fill the 
vacancy of H.M. Trade Commissioner for the next 
three to four mouths.—The Chamber of Commerce has 
appointed a sub-committee, consisting of Mr. A. V. 
Stollmeyer, Mr. D. McBride, Mr. J. Forbes, and Mr. T. 
Geddes Grant, to consider the question of a West In­
dian Trade Commissioner or other representation in 
London. On this subject, at the Chamber’s meeting on 
August 24th, Hon. A. H. Cipriani said that he could 
not see what advantage could accrue to the colonies 
from the appointment of a Trade Commissioner. What 
the West Indies needed was representation, and it 
seemed to him that they must have always a very 
great deal more to hope for from The West India Com­
mittee and the President of the Associated Chambers 
than they could secure through a Trade Commissioner. 
Mr. Stollmeyer differed from this view, saying that, 
whilst their sugar and cacao might not reap any 
material benefit from such an appointment, publicity 
was of great importance to the future economic de­
velopment, especially of minor industries. After 
quoting with approval statements in The West India 
Committee Circular on the subject, Mr. Stollmeyer 
went on to say : “The maintenance of a large exhi­
bition room in the Strand would entail an expendi­
ture which possibly is not warranted at present, but 
it appears possible that an efficient organiser could 
obtain equal results at smaller cost by exhibiting 
samples of West Indian produce for short periods in 
a number of different centres, thus creating a per- 
manently touring exhibition. For instance, use could

de of th® Pact shops can often be
rented for a short period for a verv low figure A 
West Indian exhibition for one week in each of six 

iX^8 W?Kld PossibI.v attract more 
attention of the kind required than a similar exhibi- 

on in the heart of London, especially if reinforced 
by a lecture to the Chamber of Commerce and a Mw 
lar lantern lecture by the Trade Commissioner n 
each place during the period of the exhibition In th“ 
connection it may be added that it is far easier to ob 

the Provincial Press than in London 
This exhibition would, of course be carried ri 
part of the United Kingdom i^urn ^n^

feW Yeeks ln the when it is not being 
shown somewhere.”—Mr G Ppm- F

residence in Port of Spain, Was dltSv^l bv fiXon 

famUyX^V^ °W hOme °f the Wa™” 
Sieged. At to toe

cess of conversion to an hotel S 'n pr<>
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BRITISH GUIANA IN 1921.

Record of a Lean Year.

In his annual general report on British Guiana for 
1921, Mr. G. Ball Greene states that trade throughout 
the colony was subjected to severe depression during 
the year. The public revenue of the colony was con­
sequently affected, the receipts being less than those 
of the previous year by £179,641. The year’s expen­
diture was £1,795,846, as compared with a revenue of 
¿968,947; but on the 31st December, 1921, the colony 
was left with a surplus of assets over liabilities of 
¿215,230. The Public Debt at the close of the year 
amounted to £1,170,238.

The total value of the imports for the year (in­
cluding transit trade) amounted to £3,487,608, being 
¿1,691,878 less than that of the imports of 1920. The 
average annual value of imports for the past five years 
was ¿3,872,949. Exports, which were valued at 
¿3,424,490, including transhipped goods amounting 
to ¿420,104, represented a decrease of 44.25 per cent, 
as compared with the previous year’s transactions. 
Although the quantity of sugar exported was greater 
than in 1920 by 24,505 tons, the price fetched showed 
a falling-off of £2,088,839, the figures for 1921 and 1920 
being 108,270 tons valued at £2,104,144, and 83,765 
tons valued at £4,192,982 respectively. The average 
yield of the preceding ten years was 104,069 tons. 
Last year 63,420 acres were under sugar-cane. Of this 
area, 37,240 acres were planted with the D.625 variety 
of cane, and only 2,337 acres with Bourbon. Rum 
exports amounted to 2,228,164 proof gallons, valued 
at £364,231, exceeding the quantity shipped in 1920 
by 455,994 proof gallons.

The acreage under cacao has fallen to 1,176 acres, 
and all the cacao produced last year was used locally 
in the preparation of chocolate and confectionery. 
The total yield of rice was 49,905 tons of paddy, equal 
to 29,943 tons of rice. Coco-nuts are now planted on 
26,321 acres of land. The export of nuts was 2,760,000, 
as compared with 2,621,000 in 1920, while in addition 
783 cwt. of copra and 15,934 gallons of coco-nut oil 
were exported. By far the greater number of the 
nuts grown, returned by the growers at 15,648,646, 
were used locally for the manufacture of oil or directly 
as food. There is a very wide area of land suitable 
for the planting of coco-nuts, on parts of which ex­
tension of such planting is being carried on, the re­
sult of which should be a great increase m the yearly 
crops. The cultivation of limes was somewhat in­
creased during the year, about 1,100 acres being now 
occupied bv the trees. The small factory for the pre­
paration of concentrated lime-juice, erected by the 
Government at Onderneeming, Essequebo, has con­
tinued its work ; 439 cwts. of citrate of lime, 4, *75 ga 
Ions of lime-juice, and 544 gallons of essential oil of 
limes were the products exported during the period 
under review. There are large areas of land suitable 
for the raising of cattle. The number in the colony 
including 38,980 estimated to be on the hinterland 
savannahs, was 122,886 in 192!. The raising of catt e 
on the savannah lands of the Rupununi District is 
now an established industry, but is capable. of con­
siderable expansion if money ^?re forthcomiiig. A 
railway from Georgetown to join the ® ‘ i/««-
tems would pass through the centre of up a
its greatest length, and, besides thus opening p 
very large tract" of country, might
the capital of the colony becoming the e« P 
shipping goods in transit from practically the whole 

of the South American continent. A cattle trail has 
been constructed, and is being maintained by the 
Government between Takama on the Berbice River 
and Annai on the Rupununi River, a distance of 180 
miles, with a branch line to Arakwa, a place approxi­
mately opposite Wismar on the Demerara River. 
During 1921 a trace was made of a further branch 
line starting at a point on the trail i8£ miles east of 
Arakwa, and connecting at Hyde Park with the pub­
lic road running along the east bank of the Demerara 
River. By June last 2,472 cattle had already been 
brought over the trail, and it is understood that some 
1,400 animals will travel to Georgetown in the latter 
part of the present year after the rains.

The great development in the diamond industry is 
reflected in the number of claim licences issued.. Of 
360 in existence at the end of the year, 244 were issued 
during 1921. The output rose from 233,456 stones 
weighing 39,362 carats in 1920 to 507,200 stones weigh­
ing 102,603 carats, of a value, as declared for export 
purposes, of £329,847.

A contour survey has been commenced of the coun­
try above the Great Falls on the Demerara River, 
with a view to ascertaining the possibility of damming 
the falls and creating a reservoir of such capacity as 
will enable a good permanent head of water to be 
maintained for any hydro-electric works that may be 
installed. An attempt was made during the year to 
carry out an aerial survey, but the experiments proved 

The address of The West India Committee on 
and after September 29th, 1922, will be:

The West India Committee,
14, Trinity Square, London, E.C.3.

clearly that a flying-boat would be of little use in 
British Guiana. What is wanted is a seaplane which 
can rise rapidly from the water, and it is hoped that 
future experiments may be made with a craft of that 
kind. ;

An unusually small number (473) °f immigrants 
embarked for India on the return immigrant steam­
ship of the year. Immigration from Barbados, which 
showed promise of development, was also interrupted 
in July for the balance of the year, chiefly by the de­
pression of the sugar industry.

During the past two years several sugar firms have 
been investigating the possibilities of producing 
locally motor fuel from waste molasses, and, as a 
result of the experiments made, certain formulae for 
the manufacture of alcohol motor fuel mixtures have 
been secured. It is claimed that these conclusively 
prove that a high-grade motor fuel can be manufac­
tured in the colony from sugar-cane molasses. One 
of these firms is now preparing to manufacture power 
alcohol on a commercial scale, and the Government is 
assisting the enterprise by temporarily exempting 
the industry from taxation.

It is satisfactory to note that tourist traffic to the 
colony shows signs of increasing, and that more and 
more visitors are taking advantage of their presence 
in the colony to see the Kaieteur Waterfall.

The following appointments affecting the British 
West Indies have been made recently by the Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies

Mr. P- J- A. Hamilton, Auditor, British Hon- 

dU£ M. Jacombs, Charge Nurse, Bahamas.
Miss D. M. White, Charge Nurse, Bahamas.
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SOME COMPANY NOTES.

Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd.
Mr. Alexander Duckham, presiding over the sixth Annual 

General Meeting of this company, on September 11th, 
after reviewing the accounts (which were summarised in 
last Circular), said that owing to a combination of circum­
stances, the trading account was unsatisfactory. Everything 
depended upon production. The quality of their oil was 
such that with even a very moderate production, as compared 
with the production of other oil concerns, substantial profits 
could be made. For reasons explained in the circular of 
May last, so far as the winning of oil was concerned, a 
large part of their drilling operations had been unproductive. 
Costs of materials and wages had increased some 30 per 
cent, during the early part of the period under review, and 
the fact that they had had to conduct operations at some 
distance from headquarters had added to the cost of oil 
produced at these locations, while the prices of petroleum 
products had fallen materially.

After describing various disappointments which they had 
met with in the course of their drilling operations, he went 
on to say that it certainly now appeared that they could 
go ahead with a regular deep-well programme, and their 
target there was to bring in two wells per month, making 
with the shallow wells four per month, which would be a 
very fine performance if the staff could achieve it. In view 
of the fact that during the last twelve months they had 
not brought in a single large producing well and only a 
few small producers, it was satisfactory that their production 
was maintained. The whole question of production had been 
most tantalizing, because it only required such a small pro­
duction to enable them to earn a profit. It also had to be 
borne in mind that with increased production of oil they 
got increased supplies of gas, and therefore one of their 
considerable expenses—fuel oil—would automatically be re­
duced. Their fuel oil bill was equivalent to a 2 per cent, 
dividend on the capital.

He was glad to be able to say that their monthly cable 
report for August showed a 20 per cent, increase in produc­
tion for that month, and the anticipation for September 
was a 50 per cent, increase, so that he hoped that was an 
indication of a permanent move from the dead and low- 
level at which they had stuck for so long a time. Further­
more, expenditure was falling substantially as various sub­
sidiary and auxiliary works were being concluded.

After stating that the Government had notified them of 
their intention to grant them a lease over 60,000 acres 
out of the total of 70,000 acres over which they at present 
had prospective licences; that their oil tanker should be 
ready in November or December; and that the board had 
accepted his offer of an option granted to him, free of cost 
over some 1,300,000 acres in Venezuela, the chairman con­
cluded by thanking the staff for their work.

Direct West India Cable Co.
Tn their report for year ended June 30th, 1922, the 

Directors of the Direct West India Cable Company, Ltd., 
state that the net result of the year’s working is a credit 
balance of ¿615,964 17s. 3d., as compared with £14,601 7s. 
for the previous year. The balance to credit of revenue 
account brought forward from last year is £96,050 13s 2d 
and with the above £15,964 17s. ' 3d. makes a total of 
£112,015 10s. 5d. Deducting £24 3s. 6d. expended on 
repairs, and £1,800 interim dividend of 3 per cent free of 
income tax, paid in March last, there remains to be dealt 
with £110,191 6s. lid. Of this sum the Directors propose 
to distribute a further dividend of 3 per cent., free of income 
tax, making the total distribution for the year 6 per cent. 
This will absorb £1,800, leaving to be carried forward 
£108,391 6s. lid., subject to Corporation Profits Tax.

PERSONAL NOTES.
Sir Leslie Probyn, Governor of Jamaica, has 

arrived in London, and is staying at the Langham 
Hotel.

* * *
Mr. C. J. Thomas, Chief Justice of St. Vincent, 

is in England on leave of absence. Mr. Thomas 
has administered for a long period the Government 
of the colony.

* * *
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Craig, still faithful to 

Jamaica, where they resided for so many years, 
leave for that island in the Motagua on October 
3rd, and will spend the winter at Mandeville.

* * *
Mr. G. F. Huggins, O.B.E., who has been pay­

ing a short visit to this country, has left for the 
United States on his way to Trinidad. Mr. G. M. 
Frame, a member of the Executive Committee, 
has also left for America.

* * *
Mr. E. R. Darnley, Assistant Secretary and 

head of the West Indian Department at the Colo­
nial Office, and a Governor of the West Indian 
Agricultural College, was the guest of the West 
Indian Club at a dinner last night, over which Mr. 
George Moody Stuart presided. A report of the 
proceedings will be published in next issue.

* * #
Mr. Cecil Clementi, C.M.G., has been appointed 

Colonial Secretary of Ceylon. Mr. Clementi 
was for nine years Colonial Secretary in British 
Guiana, during which period he administered the 
Government of the colony on various occasions. 
He and Mrs. Clementi left for Paris yesterday by air 
to rejoin their children, and sail from Marseilles for 
Colombo on October 20th.

* * *
Mr. L Lewton Brain, who, we regret to state, 

died at Kuala Lumpur on June 24, of heart failure, 
after an attack of malaria, was well known in the 
West Indies, having been appointed Mycologist and 
Lecturer m Agriculture to the Imperial Department 
L‘^TCl\\rR,f°r West Indi^ m 1903. Since 
pi C been Director of- Agriculture in the 
Federated Malay States, having meanwhile held 
the post of Assistant Director in the Division of 

in the Experiment 
tiom h<! Hawauan Sugar Planters Associa-

* * *
The death of Mr. Alfred John Hirsch, which 

took place on September 1st, robs British Guiana 
of a staunch friend and the West Indian Cub of a 
popular member Latterly Managing Director of 
the firm of J. K. Gulland, Ltd., diamond mer 
over fort' had “• the diamond business for 

in connection with 
from Br^T°n w and (bIaek diamonds)
from Brazil. He received some of the first dia­
monds discovered in British Guiana, and of late 
of the de- took a 8re.at interest in the development 
of the diamond business there. One of the oldest 
supporters of the West Indian Club he rarelv 
missed attending the social functions of that bodv 
even when his health was failing. A sterling pood 
fellow, he will be greatly missed g g°°d
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THE GOVERNORS OF JAMAICA. •

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XII.—William, 2nd Earl of Inchiquin.

William O’Brien, second Earl of Inchiquin, the 
son of Murrough, sixth Baron and first Earl, was 
born about 1638. He was brought up in the 
London house of his father’s friend, Sir Philip 
Percival. In December, 1670, Sir John Coventry, 
who had on a question of taxing the playhouses 
ironically referred in the House of Commons to the 
King’s amours with the actresses, was waylaid by 
a troop of soldiers, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Sandys and Lord O’Brien, as he was called in his 
father’s lifetime, who cut off his nose. The incident 
is more than once referred to in Marvell’s poems.

Most of O’Brien’s early life was spent in company 
with his father in foreign military service, in France 
and Spain. On their way to Lisbon in 1659-60 
their ship was attacked by an Algerine corsair, and 
Lord O’Brien lost an eye. He and his father were 
taken prisoners to Algiers, and there he remained 
as a hostage for some time.

In 1674, the year in which he succeeded to the 
earldom on his father’s death, and was made a 
Privy Councillor, he was appointed Captain-General 
of the King’s Forces in Africa, and Governor and 
Vice-Admiral of the Royal citadel of Tangier, ceded 
by the Portuguese to Britain as part of the mar­
riage portion of Catharine of Braganza; and this 
post he held for six years.

He welcomed the Prince of Orange in 1688, and 
in the following year he and his eldest son were 
attainted by the Irish Parliament of James II., 
and their estates were sequesterated. He appealed 
to arms, but was defeated and fled to England. 
He was present at the battle of the Boyne, and 
accompanied William III. to Dublin.

In 1690 he was appointed Governor of Jamaica. 
On going to take up office he was allowed £500 in 
lieu of fifty tons of baggage, and also passage and 
victuals for seventy-five menial servants. It is 
interesting to note that on his journey he drew 
half-pay salary, i.e., at the rate of £1,000 a year. 
He sailed in a squadron commanded by Commodore 
Wright. On their way out they touched at 
Madeira.

After escaping dangers by sea and infection from 
sick soldiers, he, accompanied by Lady Inchiquin, 
arrived at Port Royal on the 31st of May, 1690, in 
H.M.S. Swan, the same ship that was “ forced over 
the top of many houses ” in the earthquake of two 
years later.

A special meeting of the Council was held on the 
same day at Port Royal, at which he was sworn 
in« It is interesting to note that Bis name is 
throughout the manuscript Council minute-book 
spelt phonetically Insiquin, while the family name 
is spelt indifferently O’Bryen and O’Bryan.

In January, 1689-90 the Council had written 
home recommending that the Governor’s residence 
might be fixed at St. Jago de la Vega, “the most 
convenient place.” Both King’s Houses at Port 
Royal and Spanish Town were in bad repair at this 

time. Tradition has it that the old house known as 
Eagle House, behind the Public Hospital in King 
Street, Spanish Town, became the residence of the 
new Governor. Its local name, from the remain­
ing eagle that surmounts one of the gate-posts, is 
Eagle House, or popularly John Crow House, John 
Crow being the popular designation of the vulture 
of Jamaica (Cathartes aura). The residence of the 
Governor, either Eagle House or some other, was 
the property of Samuel Bernard, and the Council 
paid him £250 a year rent.

In June, 1690, the Council sat as an Appeal 
Court in the case of the Dutch ship 8. Jago de la 
Victoria (Captain Thomas Daniell), which had been 
condemned by a Court erected by Sir Francis 
Wratson. It was recorded that :

“Sr. Francis Watson and Coll. Ballard were called 
in and the doors sett open and they being made ac­
quainted with the former resolucon, Capt. Daniell’s 
Attornies proceeded to open the matter showing the 
ship came from Cadiz to Puerto Velo in service of the 
Assiento, that she had a Spanish Commission and 
wore Spanish Colours, had Lycence from Sr. Francis 
Watson to buy provisions. Afterward was brought 
in by the men of warr by Order of Sr. Francis and 
being seized was proceeded against in a Court of 
Oyer & Terminer erected for that purpose by Com­
mission from Sr. Francis, then they came to matter 
of Law & alledged yt. that Sr. Francis was not Gover- 
nlour, further yt. if he had been Govr. there was a 
positive instruccon not to erect any new Court & 
lastly coming to matter of fact that the things bought 
were not for merchandize, but only necessaries and 
comprehended within the Treaty of Peace made at 
Madrid. Sr. Francis Watson’s Councill arguing much 
to the contrary, at last they withdrew as before. 
After serious consideration of the premises it was re­
solv’d yt. Sr. Francis Watson was not Governour, 
that if he had been Governr. the instruccons did not 
give him power to erect any such Court and therefore 
the whole process was coram non judice and the 
judgement in itselfe void from the beginning, but if 
that Court had been Lawfull they are of opinion that 
there was not sufficient to condemne her, there ap­
pearing to them nothing in the very papers of 
pticulars product from the Jury bought for merchan­
dize nor anything but what in all reason is compre­
hended within necessaries for their voyage and allow­
able according to the Articles of Peace concluded on 
at Madrid, whereupon the Gent.—being called in they 
were acquainted with the former resolucon.—”

On the 6th of July, Inchiquin sent home an in­
teresting report on the state of affairs :— 
“Earl of Inchiquin to Lord of Trade and Plantations.

“After escaping great dangers of the sea and a 
malignant fever brought on board by seventy or 
eighty soldiers embarked at Portsmouth and Ply­
mouth, I arrived here on the 31st May with the con­
voy, which was very welcome owing to the scarcity 
of provisions in the island. I find the animosities 
here far greater than I imagined, not due to the late 
transactions, but to fifteen or sixteen years’ standing 
of turbulent and pernicious advisers, which would 
have put all into an ‘unquencionable’ flame here, had 
not the prudence of some Governors prevented it, 
particularly Lord Carbery [Lord Vaughan] and Sir 
Thomas Lynch. Since the disease has been of some 
long duration you will not expect a sudden cure, but 
I hope I have allayed it already and in due time shall 
remove it.
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“You will believe the distraction to be great when 
the Courts of Judicature have fallen nearly two years. 
People have lived without law or justice, to the great 
encouragement of malefactors and to the strengthen­
ing of pretensions to martial law. Such exorbitances 
have been committed as I believe were never heard 
of, but now that the Courts are open again the offen­
ders will be brought to condign punishment, though 
all that they are worth will never make amends for 
the mischief they have done. Great inconvenience 
has arisen from Sir Francis Watson’s assuming the 
title of Governor, against the express words of the 
patent from this Government, and erecting a court of 
judicature, which is forbidden even had he been 
Governor; but for this last I think the money of the 
Dutch ship was the great temptation. The case was 
retried, according to my instructions, and the ship 
acquitted.

“On my arrival I received news of a wreck in the 
Texanillas, about forty leagues to South West of this 
Island, which renders Port Royal very thin of seamen. 
The weather has been bad and little treasure has been 
recovered so far, but when it turns calm the ship may 
be turned to account. Not that this Island is likely 
to be a gainer for I have no ship to send to protect those 
at work there; the Drake being returned a fortnight 
since hardly able to float. She has since been found 
on survey to be irreparable for less than ¿2,000 or 
more than her first cost. The Island has therefore 
fitted out a sloop, which lately went to Caymanos for 
turtle, where there were several of our craft lying. 
There I^aurens, the great pirate of Petit Guavos, en­
gaged the sloop, and the rest of the craft escaped. 
The firing was heard continuously till eleven at night, 
and as this was a month since and nothing has been 
heard of the sloop, we conclude that Laurens has 
taken her, he having two men against one in his 
barco longo. We have therefore no ships now except 
the Swan, which is so bad a sailer that she is little 
better than nothing. If she should fall ten leagues 
to leeward I never hope to see her again. The Drake 
was a smaller ship but being a. prime sailer she kept 
the French in awe, so I must beg for a couple of 
prime sailers if they be only a fifth and a sixth rate, 
or the North side of the Island will inevitably be des­
troyed. Captain Spragge is so good a pilot' and has 
done such good work that if he were continued in these 
seas it would give great satisfaction. We have heard 
nothing of Admiral Wright, but knowing his ships 
to be well manned have little doubt of his succeeding.

“The Swan sailed to Carthagena to-day (the only 
place to which she can go from this Island with any 
hope of coming back again) with some letters from the 
Spanish Ambassador for the release of certain English 
prisoners. She has a small ship of the Assiento with 
negroes under her convoy. The African Company has 
sent but one ship hither, which brought three hundred 
negroes who were sold at 26/, a head. I hope the 
Company will give no more occasion for your being 
troubled with such clamours as were heard of late. 
I must prepare you for an ill account of the revenue, 
and of the receiver, who has been suspended by the 
Council for quite sufficient reason. I have not sworn 
him of the Council, though he was named one of the 
new members. There are some present members who. 
I think, when you hear of their proceedings, you will 
not think fit to be continued.

1 * Signed. Inchiquin. ’ ’

In August objections were raised to fourteen pay­
ments made by Sir Francis Watson “as governour,” 
and all but three objections were allowed. They 

•were, many of them, arising out of irregularities 
on the part of Albemarle.

In February, 1690-91, the Governor told the 
Council that he had suspended Sir Francis Watson 
from the Council and had appointed his own son 
James O’Brien in his stead.

In this same month the Governor and Council 
publicly stated that if any persons would advance 
money towards the maintenance of two sloops to 
cruise about the island for its protection, they 
would “ do their utmost endeavour to [have] them 
reimbursed by the next Assembly.” They also 
resolved that if seamen would not serve willingly 
they should be “prest”—volunteers to get £2 5s. 
per month, pressed men £1 15s. Nine ships which 
had been in harbour for three months begged for 
a convoy home. The Quaker, ketch, being “by 
her ill sailing of no use to the island, for their 
majesties’ service,” was appointed for the purpose.

The buccaneers had been for years a constant 
source of annoyance to Jamaica, and requests had 
often been sent home for additional ships for har­
bour and coastal defence.

Much damage was caused by the raids of French 
men-of-war on the outlying parishes, especially 
St. Elizabeth and St. Mary, and compensation 
was ordered to be paid to the sufferers, including 
Anna Vassall, Sarah Fleming, and Richard Markes, 
of St. Elizabeth; John Hunger, of St. George’s; 
and Humphry Knollis, of St. Mary.

In March it was decided to send an expedition 
against Petit Guavos. Colonel O’Bryen, who was 
put in command, was successful in doing serious 
damage to the settlement. In May the Governor 
and Council, being destitute of provisions for the 
ships, asked the merchants to give the necessary 
supplies on their recommending the bill home to 
the Admiralty for payment.

By June the Catapatch had been captured by 
the French.

(To be continued.)

WANTS.
Small “Want ” advertisement will be accepted for publication 

under this heading at the rate of 3/6 for three lines and 
V- for each additional line.

A Coffee Officer is required for the Uganda Government 
Service, to be responsible under the Director of Agriculture 
tor promoting the extension and improvement of coffee pro­
duction m the Protectorate. Sound knowledge of the culti­
vation and treatment of the coffee plant and of the 
preparation of coffee for the market essential. Costa 
ttican, .Jamaican, or Indian experience preferred. Sal ar v 
£o00 per annum, with free quarters, or an allowance in lieu 

and !ree firÎ-class Pesages. Temporarv engage­
ment for one tour of from 20 to 30 months’ residence in the 
hrst instance. Leave according to East African Regula- 
tions. Non-pensionable. Applicants should apply to the 

Street S^TColonial Office, 

Engineer seeks position of responsibility; has had con­
siderable experience m works management of lar°-e Marine 
Engineering Works; age 38, married. References and full 
particulars on application.—Write " W. B” cfn 
sxæ.8.com™ cœcm'AR 14’ Trini^ s<>ua^
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Venezuela, 
September 16th:—Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings Jamaica, from Avonmouth., in R.M S. Coronado, 
September 11th :—
Mr. T. N. Aguilar
Mr. & Mrs E.

Bronstorph
Miss G. Browne
Mr. & Mrs. J. H.

Cargill
Mr. & Mrs. W. H.

Clowes
Mr. & Mrs. F. A. Cory
Mr. F. H. Cory
Mr. & Mrs. W. H.

Farquharson

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, 
September 19th : —
Mr.W.L. deC. Baldwin 
Miss D. A. Beattie 
Mrs. & Miss Cook 
Mlle. Y. de Coppet 
Mr. C. G. H. Dawkins 
Mr. & Mrs. S. H.

Doubleday 
Mr. F. C. Elliott

Home arrivals from Jamaica and Bermuda, 
September 17th :—

Mrs. Adair 
Mr. F. Best 
Major & Mrs. Biscoe

& family
Mr. W. Branday 
Rev. & Mrs. Crofts

& family 
Dr. Calder
Lady A. Cuffe

Mr. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Bates 
Mr. A. C. Cooper 
Mrs. R. Champion 
Miss K. Coleman 
Mr. J. Cutter 
Mr. & Mrs. Death

Mr. & Mrs. F. H.
Farquharson

Mr. T. W. Gann 
Mrs. M. V. Gooding 
Mr. E. S. Harvey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. S.

Hendriks
Miss G. R. Hendriks 
Mr. L. E- Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. W.

N ewbery

Mr. & Mrs. W. Gamble 
Mr. R. M. Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Jones 
Mr. F. G. Joy 
Mr. E. Oates 
Mr. & Mrs. F. H.

Robertson

From Jamaica. 
Miss B. Gordon 
Mrs. Hull 
Mrs. G. Jackson 
Mrs. A. Knowles 
Mr. M. Lagesse 
Mr. Livingston 
Miss J. Malatre 
Mr. V. McCormack 
Mr. M. O’Hanlon

From Bermuda. 
Mr. & Mrs. Davis 
Mr. W. Foxlee 
Miss R. Hallett 
Mr. W. Hesketh 
Mr. L. Harnett 
Major S. Hamilton 
Mr. T- Mann

Mr. R. F. Northam 
Mr. R. B. Rockhey 
Dr. & Mrs. J. G. Salas 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. F.

Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. H. S.

Taylor 
Mr. T. V. Thompson 
Mrs. & Miss Thursfield 
Mr. P. T. Wilkie 
Mrs. E. Wilson

in R.M.S. Patuca,

The Misses Robertson
(2) 

Mr. & Mrs. C. H.
Rostron 

Rev. J. B. Stewart 
Rev. W. A. Thompson 
Rev. & Mrs. H. Ward 
Mr. A. E. Williams

in s.s. C amito'

Mr. F. Powell
Sir Leslie & Lady 

Probyn
Mr. G. Purchase
The Misses Scott (2) 
Mr. A. Speight 
Miss D. Whitbourne 
Mr. Wolferstan

Miss A. Masters
Mr. T. Osborne 
Major & Mrs. Sutton 

& family
Mrs. L. Simpson 
Dr. & Mrs. Tucker 
Miss Tucker

Sir Henry Alcazar 
Mr. E. H. Balch 
Miss A. B. Berry 
Mr. S. F. Biggs 
Mr. T. W. Bone 
Miss C. Brathwaite 
Mr. C. J. Calderwood 
Miss H. Cezair 
Mrs. L. M. Clarke 
MissA. B. Clarke 
Mr. & Mrs- G. J.

de Freitas 
Mr. T. L. Dunsire 
Mr. G. M. Eccles 
Mrs. Edghill 
Mr. J. B. Fernandes 
Mr. & Mrs. W. G.

Freeman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Gomes 
The Misses Gomes (2) 
Mr. M. Gomes 
Mr. J. O. Gordon 
Miss G. E. Haken 
Mrs. S. E. Hardinge 
Mr. J. F. Hutson 
Mr. L. R. Hutson 
Miss D. C. Hutson

from West Indies,Home arrivals
Plymouth, September 18th :—

in s.s. Van Rensselaer,

Mr. W. Bannerman 
Mrs. B. Branch 
Mr. J. Brigham 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Brosius 
Mr. R. Casas 
Miss M. Calder 
Mrs. C. Christie 
Mrs. E. Coleman 
Mr. F. Coutts 
Rev. A. Dalton 
Mr. R. Dean
Mr. & Mrs. M. Doyle 
Mr. L. Ernest

Mr. P. Inglessis 
Mr. J. Ironside 
Mr. Justice &-Mrs.

E. C. Jackman 
Miss D. Jackman 
Mr. & Mrs A. A.

Joaquim 
Mr. G. Jude 
Mr. C. B. R. King 
Miss M. King 
Mr. J. W. Knights 
Mr. J. Koning 
Miss J. Laurie 
Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Little 
Mr. H. A. Littlepage 
Sir Alfred & Lady

Lucie-Smith 
Miss L. Man 
Mr. A. T. McDonald 
Mr. J. P. McElwee 
Mr. W. McGuckin 
Mr. W. Millican 
Mr. A. Nobrega 
Mr. C. A. Nowell 
Mr. & Mrs. A. O’Dowd 

& family

Rev. J. Farnell 
Mrs. B. Hambling 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Hay 
Miss Hay 
Mr. E. Haynes 
Mr. G. Hotchkiss 
Mr. & Mrs. W. James 
Mr. P. A. Lamendo 
Mr. R. Learmouth 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Manger 
Mr. S. McLean 
Mr. A. Mitchell 
Mr. Wm. Moore

Mr. R. D. C. O’Neals 
The Misses Raleigh (2) 
The Rev. J. J. Reidy 
Mr. G. B. Reynolds 
Mr. F. P. Rudder 
Mr. W. Sanderson 
Miss M. E. D.

Sanderson 
Mr. W. Scott 
Mr. J. F. Scott 
Mr. L. H. S. Scott 
Mrs. E. M. Scott 
Mr. C. E. Shepherd 
Mr. M. M. Sheriff 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M.

Shields 
Mr. F. J. F. Streetly 
Mr. G. Tennet 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A.

Torrance 
Miss E. M. Torrance 
Dr. G. A. Vincent 
Mr. P. H. Vincent 
Mr. E. H. Westacott 
The Misses Wood (2) 
The Misses Yearwood 

<2)

Mr. C. Munro 
Mrs. R. Payne & fam. 
Mr. J. Powan 
Mr. F. Reece 
Mr. E. Robinson 
Miss E. M. Rust 
Mr. A. E. Seeram 
Mr. J. Semper 
Mr. J. Sharp 
Mrs. M. Timothy 
Mr. E. Trestrail 
Mrs. B. E. Walker 
Mrs. B. E. Wood

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates, 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

Anti­
gua.
To 

July 31

Bar­
bados.

To
July 31

British 
Guiana

To
July 31

I British 
Hondu­
ras. To
July 31

I Domi­
nica 
To

July 31

Grenada.
To 

July 31

Jamaica. 
To

Aug. 5

Mont­
serrat-.

To
July 31

St. 
Lucia.

To 
July 31

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To
July 31

St. 
Vincent. 

To 
July 31

Trinidad 
To

July 31

Arrowroot
Asphalt...............
Balata ...............
Bananas ...............
Bauxite .............
Bitters ...............
Cacao ...............
Cassava Starch 
Coco-nuts
Coffee ...............
Copra ...............
Cotton. M. Galante
Cotton, Sea Island 
Cotton Seed 
Diamonds 
Dyewoods
Ginger ..............
Gold ..............
Ground Nuts ...
Honey ...............
Lime Juice (raw) 

(conctd.) 
oil...

Lime (citrate of)
Logwood..............
Lumber..............
Mahogany
Manjak ..............
Molasses..............
Oranges ..............
Essential Oils ...
Petroleum
Pimento.............
Rice .............
Rubber ..............
Rum ..............
Shingles ...
Sugar .............
Timber

lbs. 
tons 
lbs. 

bchs. 
tons, 
galls.

lbs. 
lbs 
No. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

carats 
tons 
lbs.
ozs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

galls.

lbs. 
tons 
feet

tons 
galls

No. 
lbs. 

galls.
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

galls.
No.

tons 
cub.ft.

11,250
1,700

1.040

80,940

6,690

105,503

49
5476.844

4.030

30,361

221,160

964.327
676,223
104,323

72,655

5,327

6,073

76.773

34,568

13.527.437

338,520
1,212,650 

52,008
52.454

242.461

2.931,885

36.316

875
9,919 

3,596,334

2.298

2,443

563,808

127,200 
511

986
111,732
65,894 
56 991

235,536

135.360
2,916

39,750

47.976

6,581,456

550

6,777 
254.240

631,568

800

100

9.520
4,515

30

90

1.085

7.382.126

6.771.408

17.335.465
4,057.312

775,983

18,155
1.364.944

920,318

161,902

7.144.480

636,583

43.500

482

302,524
288,960

16,791
460

5,040

2.087

684

46 J

2,380

1,248,047

53,240

71,943

40

15,082
1,372

13,150
410

207g 
8,932 
4,512

117,322 
229,646

2,835

361 
8,000 
3,305 
2.942

241,115

232,877
255,360

263,491

4,685

2,747,833

106,839
45,769

480

212,341
44,770

275,607
150

650

270,719

66,785
900

61

77,316
2,823

21,149 
37,940,154

10,812,819
99a

5.208,478

591

6,971

108.870
91,936

27.505,586

4,102
22,827

44,791
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Central 6642.
Telegrams—

“ Carib. London.”

15, Seething Lane, 

London, E.C.3. 
Sept. 26th, 1922

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 13th.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. ...
,, France
.. Belgium
.. Italy ...

Sept. 12th Sept.26th Sept.12th
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d-

18 4 18 2 I In Spain ... 12 11
2 6 0 2 5 3,, Germany 323 0 0
2 8 0 2 8 7 ..Austria Nominal
4 1 0 4 2 9 I .. Holland 19 0

Sept.26th 
£ s. d.
1 2 10 

305 0 0 
Nominal

18 10

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. lid.
SUGAR. During the past fortnight the New York 

market weakened considerably, the 4.99c. value for duty- 
paid Cubans falling to 4.66c. During the last few days, 
however, the market has strengthened considerably, yester­
day’s quotation being 4.77c., equivalent to 3.16c. c.i.f., or 
3c. f.o.b.

Futures closed steady at: October 3.03c.; December 3.15c; 
March 3.01c.

Values in the Home Market have followed the trend of 
those in New York, prices all round being lower. Yester­
day’s values were:—London Granulated, 48/9; American 
Granulated, 48/3 spot; West Indian Crystallised 41/- to 
44/6 spot; White Mauritius, 46/- to 47/- spot; White Java, 
46/6 spot. Cuban 96 deg. was quite nominal.

Terminal market values were: White, October 19/10|; 
November 19/lOi; December 20/-. 96deg. all nominal.

The Board of Trade Returns for August show that the 
comparatively small quantity of 108,234 tons was imported 
for the month, of which 43,700 tons were refined and 
64,534 tons unrefined. The lesser quantity of the latter 
was mainly due to the smaller arrivals from Cuba, which 
were only 21,629 tons, as against 78,371 tons in July last. 
7,489 tons came from the British West Indies during the 
month, and 5,865 tons from Mauritius. A feature in the 
Returns is the re-appearance of Java sugar, 8,983 tons, en­
tered under unrefined, although consisting of plantation 
whites, with 450 tons under the heading of refined. Only 
3,086 tons of refined came from the Continent. 28,926 tons of 
refined were supplied by the American refiners during the 
month, and 11,737 tons by “ other countries not in Europe.” 
The total imports for the eight months of the year have 
been 1,322,254 tons, consisting of 363,977 tons of refined 
and 958,277 tons of unrefined. Of the refined, 297,888 
tons came from the United States, and 69,264 tons from 

other countries not in Europe,” mainly Canada. 594,991 
tons of the unrefined came from Cuba, and 89,944 tons 
from the British West Indies during the eight months, 
and 103,144 tons from Mauritius. A gratifying feature 
shown by the Returns is that the increase in the home 
consumption is being maintained, the quantity of sugar 
taken out of bond for this purpose during the month 
having been 139,107 tons, as against 153,500 tons in July, 
the heaviest consuming month. This brings the total for 
the eight months to 1,077,074 tons, as against 925,958 tons 
and 808,831 tons for the corresponding periods of 1921 
and 1920 respectively. The contributions of the refiners to 
the consumption during these periods have been 636,987 
tons, 529,071 tons, and 532,241 tons respectively.

The quantity of home-refined sugar exported during the 
eight months has been 29,973 tons, and of Colonial and 
foreign produce 10,683 tons.

The stocks on hand on August 31st amounted to 296,650 
tons, consisting of 48,150 tons home refined, 40,350 tons 
foreign refined, and 208,150 tons unrefined. These figures 
compare with stocks on hand on July 31st of 364,250 tons 
consisting of 44,300 tons of home refined, 41,750 tons foreign 
refined, and 278,200 tons unrefined.

RUM. There is no change to report, the market remain­
ing dull and depressed.

The imports of rum during the month were 69,752 proof 
gallons, and the amount liberated for home consumption 
88,834 gallons, bringing the respective eight months’ figures 
to 1,387,451 gallons and 880,575 gallons respectively, the 
latter comparing with 3,596,136 gallons and 1,136,869 gallons 
for the corresponding period of last year. The month’s 
exports were 33,328 gallons, bringing the total for the 
eight months to 320,996 gallons, against 111,982 gallons for 
the corresponding period of hist year. The stocks on hand 
on August 31st were 11,037,000 gallons, as against 11,087,000 
gallons on July 31st.

CACAO. At auction on the 19th inst., 18,630 bags were 
offered, but with the exception of 1,140 bags—mostly 
Trinidad and Grenada—the supply was bought in. 
Trinidad was in small demand at 65/- to 71/-, the latter 
price being paid for fine estate cacao; and fine Grenada 
was in slow request at 53/-. The market subsequently 
has been quiet, with small sales passing at these prices.

The Returns show that 58.855 cwts. of cacao were im­
ported during the month, bringing the eight months’ total 
to 1,028,536 cwts. The quantity taken out of bond during 
the month was 67,801 cwts., bringing the eight months’ 
figures to 643,279 cwts., as against 579,923 cwts. for. the 
corresponding period of last year; 31,248 cwts. came from 
the British West India Islands for the month, or 126,337 
cwts. for the eight months. The month’s exports were 
only 17,067 cwts., and the eight months’ total, 249,152 
cwts., has been less than the 268,859 cwts. exported for the 
first eight months of last year. Stocks on hand on August 
31st were 823,000 cwts., as against 848,000 cwts. on July 31st

BALATA. West Indian sheet remains quiet but 
steady, with spot valued at 3'3 and forward at 3/1 c.i.f.

COFFEE. Immediately after the publication of last 
Circular 38 barrels of Blue Mountain were offered at 
auction and sold at 196/- for bold; 192/- for second sizes; 
156/- for smalls; and 205/- for peaberry.

COPRA is quietly steady, with West Indian f.m.s. 
valued at £24, c.i.f. London or Rotterdam.

COTTON. West Indian Sea Island continues 
neglected, with the nominal values at: medium 23d., fine 
30d., and extra fine 36d.

HONEY. The market is still very quiet for all de­
scriptions. There has been a small demand for fermented 
at 20/- per cwt., and sound quality Jamaica is valued at 
27/6 to 50/- for dark liquid to good pale set, and 60/- to 
65/- for finest white set.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed is un 
changed with sellers at 9/- per lb., but no sales are reported. 
Distilled remains steady, with small sales at 1/11. Lime 
Juice. Concentrated is lower, with business done down to 
£16 10s. There is no demand for Raw, 
accumulating.

and stocks are

ORANGE OIL..... . - — There are sellers of Sweet at 10 .
JS 1,0 demand at present. Bitter is neglected

PETROLEUM. Following the fall of prices in the 
American crude oil market, the retail prices of petrol 
throughout England and Wales hare been reduced. No 1 
»rade petrol, as from to-day, will be retailed at 2/- per 
g °on~a dr°P °f In lb96 the highest price reached 
WM 9d. per gallon; in 1906 1/4; i„ l9I6 2/2; in 1920 (Feb 

8PICMSn ^”e year 4/7i and in Au»’ 1921 ■ 2 '54- 
SPICES. On the spot, Pimento is rather firmer with 

onycTf t ' “nd Se'lerS a‘ 24d' shipment vXe

• - . terms is 17/- per cwt. Jamaica Gingerhas been 
tater^f Tiher ^T'7’ • bU‘ b“yerS show 
nterest The nominal value is 165/- to 190/-, according 
In F1 WeSt India Mace is steady, with broken to 

U8 Der 11 Tn * ’ tO g°°d red at4id to 5^ Nutmegs aefective broken are valued at 
*5d. to 5|d., and sound at 8d. to 9d. per lb.
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Carib. London.

14, Trinity Square, 

London, E.C. 3.

October 10th, 1922

AN AGRICULTURAL BANK FOR TRINIDAD.

IT is very evident from advices which we have 
received from Trinidad that the cacao industry 
of that Colony is passing through a serious 

crisis. The annual cacao crop has not in recent 
years increased in proportion to the acreage under 
cultivation, and it is common knowledge that the 
small proprietors, on whom the industry depends 
for its prosperity, are rapidly falling into the hands 
of extortionate local moneylenders, who have been 
charging in some cases as much as 20 per cent, 
for advances to enable 66 proprietors ” to carry on. 
The result of this is that mortgagors, seeing no 
prospect of shaking themselves free from the 
shackles of debt, lose interest in their estates, which 
go steadily down until the inevitable happens and 
they lose them altogether, to be stripped and 
abandoned by the bloodsucker, who then turns to 
bis next victim. The position is rendered parti­
cularly grave by reason of the fact that many of the 
small proprietors are East Indians, whilst again, 
many East Indians employed as labourers would 
inevitably seek repatriation to India, if any general 
collapse were to occur, an event that would e a 
calamity of the first magnitude for a Colony which 
is already, comparatively speaking, sparsely popu­
lated. To meet this situation, the establishment 
of an Agricultural Bank was suggested. This pro­

posal, which emanated, we believe, from the 
Trinidad Chamber of Commerce, has recently been 
the subject of investigation by a Committee ap­
pointed by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago, 
of which the Hon. R. Gervase Bushe, C.M.G., 
the Auditor-General, was Chairman, and the Acting 
Attorney-General, two Members of the Legislative 
Council, the Acting Director of the Department of 
Agriculture, the Managers of the three Banks 
operating in Trinidad, three members of the Board 
of Agriculture, a member of the Committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and an East Indian Agri­
culturist, the members. With such a member­
ship the constitution of the Committee may justly 
be claimed to have been thoroughly repre­
sentative in character. The Report of this Com­
mittee is now before us, and we are glad to notice 
that it warmly favours the establishment of an 
Agricultural Bank on the lines suggested by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Briefly, the idea is that 
an Agricultural Bank shall be set up as a Govern­
ment Institution, and that it shall take over all 
mortgages in Trinidad where the security is 
adequate, paying off the present private mort­
gagees by issuing to them bonds payable to bearer 
either in Trinidad or in London. The Bank will 
undertake the financing of the crops annually, 
acting in this connection on the advice of the 
Department of Agriculture. It is suggested that 
the bonds should bear interest at the rate of 6 per 
cent, per annum, whilst mortgagors would pay 
7 per cent., the extra 1 per cent, of which should 
cover the running expenses of the bank. A further 
1 per cent, per annum would be collected from the 
mortgagor to form a sinking fund for the amortiza­
tion of his debt, which would accordingly be wiped 
out in 30 years, so that every year a mortgagor 
paid his interest he would be brought nearer to 
becoming the real owner of his property. This 
should prove an inducement to thrift, which is not 
possible where extortionate rates of interest such as 
15 and 20 per cent, are charged as at present, and 
would have the result of establishing the small 
proprietary on a far more stable and sound 
basis—and it is with the thrifty small pro­
prietor that the future of the West Indies lies. 
It is satisfactory to note that the findings of the 
Committee were unanimous, the only divergence of 
opinion, being as to the placing of the bonds, a 
majority of the Committee considering that they 
should be placed locally, whilst the representatives 
of the Banks felt that to place them locally would 
be to tie up too much money m Trmidad, which is 
wanted for other purposes, and recommended, 
therefore, that the bonds should be placed in 
London; but this is a minor matter compared with
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the general principles of the scheme which, so far 
as we can gather, have commended themselves to 
the entire community. What is now needed 
action, and such action, if a calamity is to be 
averted and the cacao industry saved and 
developed, must be prompt. We trust, there­
fore, that the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
will give the matter his early and most favourable 
consideration.

SUGAR RESEARCH.

WE have on previous occasions referred to 
the British Empire Sugar Research As­
sociation, which it may be remembered 

was started some time ago in order to provide a 
central body for scientific research in connection 
with the sugar industry of the British Empire. 
Its inception unfortunately coincided with acute 
depression in the sugar industry, and it was 
decided that the time was inopportune for 
development. We are now glad to report that 
satisfactory progress is being made in building 
up this institution, and that Mr. R. G. W. 
Farnell, Research Chemist to the Association, 
leaves this month for a prolonged visit to the 
West Indies, in order to study local conditions 
and make himself acquainted with the pro­
blems of moment in these parts. Mr. Farnell 
will go first to British Guiana, where he 
will visit as many estates as possible and make 
the acquaintance of those concerned with the 
scientific side of the industry. He will then pro­
ceed to Trinidad, where, under the ægis of Sir 
Francis Watts, Principal of the West Indian 
Agricultural College, and Commissioner of the Im­
perial Department of Agriculture, with which, we 
assume, the closest possible liaison will be estab­
lished, he will continue investigations. It is hoped 
that he may also be able to visit Barbados and 
the Northern islands. We venture to think that 
the Association is wise in sending their chemist to 
the various parts of the Empire in order to study 
their problems on the spot, and we are glad to 
learn that he may later on be able to visit some 
of our other sugar-producing Colonies. That 
there is great scope for such an organisation as 
has now been set up is undoubted when one re­
members that the British sugar industry is for the 
most part dependent on foreign bodies for the re­
search, which is so vital to its existence, if it is 
to flourish, or indeed hold its own. The work 
of many of these bodies has been excellent ; but 
it would be a sad reflection on the great British 
Empire if it were to remain dependent upon 
foreign enterprise in respect of scientific research 
of this kind. Consequently, we welcome the in­
cipient activities of the British Sugar Research 
Association, as we do also those of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation, who have recently 
sent a research officer in the person of Mr. L. H 
Burd to St. Vincent.

The minimum subscription for membership of 
The West India Committee is £1 is. per annum.

SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Coward man keep whole bones.”
* * *

Much sympathy will be felt for Mr. C. F. Condell, 
late Commissioner of Montserrat, in the loss 
which he has just sustained through the death of 
his mother.

* *
The Intercolonial Cricket Tournament, which was 

held in Georgetown last week, resulted in Barba­
dos not only beating the Home Colony, whom they 
met first, but also Trinidad, the latter by an 
innings.

* * *
“ A child’s love of sweets is not original sin, 

but a natural indication of their physiological 
value.” This dictum of Herbert Spencer is a hard 
nut to crack for the dentist wrho declared recently 
that confectionery was doing humanity more injury 
than drink.

* * *
A patriotic member of The West India Com­

mittee, proceeding to a British West Indian port 
under a foreign flag, writes tersely : “ More Ger­
mans than ever travelling—and first class; all the 
second class are English. Books in the library are 
all, so far as I have seen, by U.S.A, authors.”

* * *
New York is already preparing to celebrate in 

1926 the tercentenary of the foundation of the city. 
Founded by the Dutch West India Company in 
1623, New Amsterdam, as it then was called, was 
exchanged, in 1674, by the Netherlands for 
Surinam, which had been captured by the English 
some years before.

* *
The suggestion is made in The Workman (of 

Panama, in its issue of September 9th) that a West 
Indian Memorial Day should be yearly observed 
on the Isthmus, to include a mass march to Mount 
Hope and Coco Grove, and special memorial ser­
vices in the various West Indian churches. Why 
not Armistice Day ?

* * *
A correspondent informs us that it is not 

strictly correct to say that the Governor of Bar­
bados salary has been reduced. What has hap­
pened is that the war bonus of 25 per cent, sanc­
tioned a few years ago has now been withdrawn. 
On the other hand, he adds, 
now have to pay income-tax.

* *
The Socorro factory in 

making about 15,000 tons of 
mantled on account of the

His Excellency will

*
Matanzas, Cuba, 

sugaris to be dis- 
inability to obtain
wants This factoryenough canes to supply its full xms Iactory

has turned out this crop a few thousand bags of 
?ccording to the Louisiana 

y °f feW ]argC p,ants in Cuba abl* to 
make this class of sugar.

* * *
,>n!l4BOU™S °n SUgar Plantations in Hawaii, 
under arrangements with the proprietors, receive a
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bonus of 5 per cent, on their pay when sugar 
reaches 5 cents per lb. On September 1st they 
were granted a bonus of 8 per cent., based on an 
average price of 5.29 cents per lb. realised for 
sugar. Similar encouragement is given by some 
estates to skilled employees and office staffs.

• * * *

The consumption of hair washes and perfumes 
by thirsty Americans will receive a severe check 
if the new denatured-alcohol formula is rigidly 
applied. Known as 39c, it runs : 66 To every 100 
gallons of pure ethyl alcohol add 1 gallon of 
diethyl phthalate. The diethyl phthalate used 
shall be of the same quality as that specified for 
use in specially denatured alcohol formula 
No. 39b and shall be free from chlorin.”

Rao Saheb Kasandi D. Naik, officiating secre­
tary of the Sugar Bureau of the Imperial Depart­
ment of Agriculture in India, has supplied The 
West India Committee Circular with the follow­
ing figures showing the total sugar production in 
Maunds (equivalent to 82.3 lbs.) in that country 
for the seasons, November to April, in the past two 
years.

Cane crushed.
1921-22 1920-21

10,759,636 9,731,415 
*

Sugar made.
1921-22 1920-21
753,638 669,291

Molasses 
obtained.

1921-22 1920-21
435,467 404,712

In January-August of 1920, no fewer than 
927,051 lbs. of cigars were imported into the United 
Kingdom, of which 693,096 lbs. came from Cuba. 
In the corresponding period of the following year 
the figures fell to 163,174 lbs. for the total imports, 
and to 59,948 lbs. for that from Cuba. A revival 
of trade in this respect has, however, set in during 
the present year, the January-August total imports 
having risen to 388,260 lbs., with 306,085 lbs. from 
Cuba. The export of imported cigars for the corre­
sponding periods was, in 1920, 78,370 lbs.; in 1921, 
25,000 lbs.; and in 1922, 59,740 lbs.

For some years past the question of the cultiva­
tion of tobacco in Mauritius has engaged the atten­
tion of the agricultural authorities in that island. 
The extremely comprehensive Mauritius Almanack 
for 1922 says that complete success has attended 
the experiments in this direction, and that the 
necessarv licences are now being issued to small 
growers. “Prospects for the development of this 
not unimportant minor industry,” says the 
Almanack, “appear to be decidedly hopeful.” The 
tobacco experimented with was the type grown in 
Réunion.

* * *
The re-appearance of white sugar from the 

British West Indies in the Home Market recalls the 
days beyond the memory of the oldest inhabitant, 
when clayed sugar was shipped from them. This 
sugar was muscovado sugar, cast in the traditional 
sugar-loaf shaped moulds and washed white with 
water by drainage. A few of the old moulds, made 
of brass or gunmetal, were, in the ’eighties, still 
to be found on an estate in Berbice, being used as 

gongs for various purposes in the factory, and the 
writer has seen a handsome set at the Crane Hotel 
in Barbados, where they were being used as a 
dinner gong.

ar.
7?

Speaking on a motion for the adoption of the 
Address in reply to the Governor-General’s speech 
at the recent opening of the Australian Senate, 
Senator Crawford stated that the average cost of 
refining in Australia was £6 10s. 8d. per ton, which 
covered freight from the ports, insurance, wharf­
age, harbour dues, bags for both the raw and re­
fined sugars, exchange, cartage from ships to re­
finery, all refining charges, cost of handling and 
distributing, and depreciation on refining plant. 
The refiners were allowed by the Government 
agreement a profit of £1 per ton, out of which depre­
ciation of plant had to be provided for.

’TV W ‘TV

Dr. John Alcindor, president of the African 
Progress Union, was the host at a successful social 
gathering held on September 21st, under the 
auspices of the Union, when a speech was delivered 
by M. Edward Junod , secretary of the Bureau 
International pour la defense des Indigènes, Those 
present included Rev. J. Britton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barbour James, Mr. and Mrs. S. Baptiste, Mrs. 
Pearson, Miss Hayford, Mrs. Lockhart, and Miss 
Emma Smith (honorary secretary). Dr. Alcindor 
became a patron of the Centenary Celebration of 
the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, 
which was held last week at Westminster Cathedral.

az.

Mr. Sydney T. Harrison, Comptroller of Cus­
toms for Barbados, in his report for 1921 gives a 
table showing the customs receipts and quantities 
of sugar and molasses exported in the last ten 
years, from which the following figures are taken.

Total 
Customs

Sugar and
Molasses in

Value of all 
the Colonial 

Produce
Year. Receipts. Tons. exported.

1912 ... ... £132,799 71,253 £765,528
1913 ............... 124,434 51,210 527,606
1914 ............... 115,627 80,396 661,065
1915 ............... 115.627 57,201 840,682
1916 ............... 148,437 100,075 1,687,282
1917 ............... 158,733 94,689 1,623,651
1918 ............... 127,721 81,769 1,636,323
1919 ............... 162,507 89,762 2,194,913
1920 ... 209,933 65,253 3,560,084
1921 ............... 160,603 45,398 973,650

* * *
The Compagnie Générale Transatlantique an­

nounce that St. Vincent will be made a regular 
port of call of their intercolonial steamers 
in the immediate future. The same company 
has also arranged a series of winter cruises 
from Plymouth to the West Indies and Spanish 
Main at greatly reduced fares. These cruises com­
mence in December and end in Anril. The steamers 
follow their usual itinerary, Pointe-à-Pitre, Basse 
Terre, Fort de France, Port of Spain, La Guayra, 
Puerto Colombia, Colon, Puerto Colombia, Curacao, 
Puerto Cabello, La Guayra, Carupano, Trinidad, 
Fort de France, Basse Terre, Pointe-à-Pitre, Ply­
mouth. The tourists retain the same cabin on the 
ship for the whole cruise.
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The Times on September 20th published the fol­
lowing extract from its columns of the same day 
in 1822

“ The benefit of a periodical communication with 
America, by means of packet ships, is extending itself 
to some of our West India Islands. It is intended to 
establish a regular intercourse with Jamaica, and for 
this purpose four well known vessels., with experi­
enced commanders, are to sail from this port every 
six weeks for that island. The first vessel, the Vere, 
is to sail hence on the 15th of next month.—Liverpool 
paper.11

This was sixteen years before Mr. James 
McQueen propounded his scheme for mail com­
munication between Great Britain and the 
“Eastern and Western Parts of the World,” and 
the formation of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Com­
pany by Mr. George Hibbert and other members 

The West India Committee’s new premises.
^TrFnto ?°WS °f The West India Committee’s new premises at

mtj Squaie, E.C.3, in relation to other familiar landmarks in the City of London.

of The West India Committee. It is now almost 
forgotten that the R.M.S.P. Co. was founded to 
give the W est Indies a mail service.

* * #

lnt®re^lng. discussions took place at the 
Synod of the Province of the West Indies, which 

wT mT^eW Y°rk’ Under the Presidency 
of Archbishop Hutson, from August 28th to 
September 2nd The question was considered of 
co-ordinating the West Indian dioceses with the 
contiguous work of American Missionary jurisdic­
tions in Central America, the Canal Zone, and the 
islands of Haiti, Porto Rico, Cuba, St. Thomas, 
and Santa Cruz. If SUch co-ordination comes 
about, it may be necessary to form two provinces 
m place of the present one. A resolution was 
passed refusing to approve any general commission 

to women to conduct services or preach in 
churches, whilst in the matter of the suit now 
pending by certain members of the Vestry of Christ 
Church, Nassau, in the words of the Church Times, 
“ a severe rebuke was administered to these 
leaders in their efforts to repudiate the proper 
authority of the Bishop of Nassau and his diocesan 
authorities, and to enslave the Church to the dis­
credited decisions of the Privy Council.”

* * #
The first person to describe and delineate the 

“ anana,” or the pine-apple, writes Mr. H. Prosser 
Chanter in Notes and Queries (September 16th). 
was Oviedo, who in 1535 was Governor of St. 
Domingo, and he tried to introduce the anana into 
Europe. A French monk in Brazil next described it 
under its Peruvian title “nanas,” while Jean de Lery, 
a Huguenot chaplain, was the first to use the word

“ananas.” The pre­
fix Tiromelia was 
given to it by Lin­
naeus in honour of 
Olaf Bromel, a 
Swedish naturalist, 
who died in 1705. 
At the beginning of 
the eighteenth cen­
tury, Lady Marv 
Montague, at the 
dessert table of the 
Elector of Hanover, 
considered the anana 
surpassed other 
fruits, there being 
“ two ripe ananasses. 
which to my taste 
are a fruit perfectly 
delicious.” The 
struggle for supre­
macy had been going 
on for quite half a 
century, for in 1661 
we find Evelyn dilat­
ing on the “ famous 
Queen Pine” brought 
from Barbados, and

. also in 1668 rejoic­
ing that the King had cut a piece of the “ King’s 
Pme ” from his own plate and given it “to this 
worthiest of his courtiers, that he might taste as 
well as feast his eyes upon a novelty he had never 
seen before.”

* * *
Turtle Soup.—2|lbs. of turtle, a heavy Mb of 

calipee, same of turtle fin, 11b. 2ozs. beef, Uozs 
sa t pork, 1 dessert-spoonful of cassareepe, 2ozs of 
salt butter, 2ozs. eschalop, |oz. of thyme, 1 of a 
teaspoonful of black pepper, 10 pints of water, 
salt and pepper to taste. Simmer for 4 hours 
lake out the bones, put in the seasoning and boil 
for 2 hours longer. Then add a wine glass of sherrv 
a tablespoonful of brandy, a tablespoonful of lime 
juice, and serve at once.—Cook Harris.

West Indian recipes for publication in this 
column will be welcomed by the Editor.
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THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

The New Premises at 14, Trinity Square.

The “ move ” of The West India Committee 
from 15, Seething Lane to its new premises at 14, 
Trinity Square, took place on Michaelmas Day, 
“ according to plan,” and without a hitch. At
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—regarding which an announcement will be made 
at a later date; but the business of The West India 
Committee is being carried on without interruption.

For the further guidance of members of The West 
India Committee and others desirous of finding their 
way to the new premises at 14, Trinity Square, an 
aeroplane photograph of the neighbourhood is re­
produced on this page. It will be noted that the 
new premises are quite near the old, but in a much

Trinity Square from the Air.

In this striking picture taken from an A^rian^^ A, the old
to the Port of London Authority s building), with its 1“^®® _ ^hite 3pace at the foot of the picture is the
Committee rooms B, and the entrance to Mark Lane¿?uare on Tower Hill, with the site of the scaffold

°f "n bUiWing H°USe-the Port of London building is Trinity House.

noon the last piece of furniture had left the old 
offices, the telephone was disconnected and the keys 
handed over, and at noon the telephones (of which 
there will be four, with one specially set apart tor 
members) at 14, Trinity Square, were put m action 
and work in the new offices was begun. As already 
stated, the premises are being equipped with new 
furniture throughout and some little time mus pass 
before they can be ready for the opening ceremony 

more pleasant situation, overlooking as they do the 
plane trees and garden of Trinity Square. It should 
perhaps be explained that the plan published in the 
last issue of the Circular, and again to-day, m a 
smaller size, was not drawn to scale, The West 
India Committee offices bulking larger than the 
immense Port of London building adjoining it, 
the object being to make the position ot the pre­
mises perfectly clear at a glance.
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THE NEW AMERICAN TARIFF.

Duty on Foreign 96° now 2.20c. per lb.

President Harding on September 21st affixed his 
signature to the McCumber-Fordney Tariff Bill, 
which thereby became effective from midnight.

It may be recalled that the new law had its in­
ception in hearings that were inaugurated by the 
Ways and Means Committee of the House of Re­
presentatives at the very beginning of 1921. 
Hearings on the sugar schedule were conducted on 
January 18th and 19th of that year. The Bill 
was reported to the House by the Committee on 
June 28th, 1921, and was passed on July 22nd by a 
vote of 289 to 127.

As adopted by the House the Bill provided the 
same duties on sugar that had been fixed in the 
emergency tariff law, that is, a rate of two cents 
a pound on 96 degree sugar from full duty-paying 
countries and 1.60 cents on sugar of like degree 
from Cuba. It also provided a duty of one cent 
a gallon on molasses testing not above 48 per cent, 
total sugars, with an addition of 275 thousandths 
ot a cent for each additional sugar degree and 
imposed a 50 per cent, ad valorem duty on raw 
sugars.

The Bill, says Facts about Sugar, was then re­
ferred to the Senate Finance Committee, which 
proceeded to hold hearings on its own and made 
thousands of alterations in the schedules The 
hearings on sugar before the Senate Finance Com- 
™!ee OIi ^^b^ 10th and 20th,

n B1U was finallY reported to the Senate 
on April 21st, 1922, with no change from the 
adm^

WSiJ“- - h“
When the Senate came to consider the sugar 

duW °n AUgUSt 8th’ U increased the
duty on Cuban raw sugar to 1.84 cents a pound 

cents °”tT fr°m eountries to 2.30 
August 19th h, Waf P?SSed by the Senate <”> 
August 19th by a vote of 48 to 25, and then went 
to a conference committee of the two houses 
proposed b^th/w dlVergTe between the rates 

t / • h UOUSe and ^ate was compro- 
sugars at 2^ fuU “ 96 ^ee C 
sugars at 2.206 cents a pound, and on sutrars nf 
Ike grade from Cuba at 1.764» cents” whic“ are 

the rates that hereafter will be in effZet A!

September 19th. Apnroval Senate,
finaI Step toward emakingbIt We

ma^oAT^

pany at Behar, and sails*for XudU^Xna.1”'

THE AUDUBON SUGAR SCHOOL.

Its Organisation and Purposes.
(Continued from page 442.)

Sugar House Engineering.

The work along this line is designed, first, to 
give the student a practical knowledge of different 
mechanical operations concerned in the manufacture 
of sugar, and, secondly, to teach him the more im­
portant engineering problems peculiar to sugar- 
house machinery through experimental research.

In both cases the student learns by actually 
doing tests assigned.

Before the grinding season begins, the students 
are required to overhaul the entire sugar-house, 
cleaning and repairing all the machinery. After the 
grinding begins each student, in his turn, is as­
signed charge of the different parts of the house, 
such as boiler-room, cane-mill, sulphuring machine, 
clarifiers, filter-presses, double-effect evaporators, 
vacuum pan, centrifugals, etc., each of which he 
must operate himself, also giving attention to 
various auxiliary apparatus, such as steam engines, 
vacuum pumps, water pumps, etc.

The experimental work is devoted to making 
various tests upon the machinery and to sketching 
and measuring the same in order to learn the pro­
portions and construction of the different parts. 
The experimental work includes tests to determine 
the thermal efficiency and capacity of a double­
effect with varying conditions of steam-pressure, 
vacuum and height of juice level; the power re­
quired to run the mill with varying quantities and 
kinds of cane per unit of time; the energy required 
to operate centrifugals with different massecuites 
and different periods of acceleration; the capacity

a -fell?1,68]5 pressures, kinds of
material filtered, and kinds of cloth; the thermal 
efficiency and capacity of a vacuum pan under 

liferent conditions of steam pressure and vacuum;
of an open-pan clarifier. 

reZrd °nF i01/?8 als° made’ and a daily 
record of the fuel burned is kept in order that the

StuTnt Oi^rpiant as a wboie may be studied, 
tunltv tn Lv thls_c?urse are also given the oppor- 
hnn? f I ke Part exPerimental tests of sugar- 
house machinery, which are carried on each grind- 

season in sugar-houses of the State by members 
of tne Experiment Station Staff. y memDers

Practical Work on Plantations

d to accept such positions without first Ob­
taining the permission of the University authorities’ 

Ine Station possesses an excellent kr™ j*
e*hS^ £
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original articles and are expected to make use of 
them in preparing reports.

The material equipment of the Station is valued 
at about one hundred thousand dollars. It con­
sists of a well-equipped sugar-house, fields of cane, 
including all the well-known varieties and many yet 
in the experimental stage; large and very complete 
laboratories both for chemical control and for 
chemical and bacteriological research. The fields 
illustrate various forms of draining, including tile 
drainage. The sugar-house contains a nine-roller 
mill, with several kinds of cutters and communitors; 
Horsin-Deon and Baldwin’s juice weighers, centri­
fugals ; water, air and vacuum pumps; juice and 
syrup tanks; sugar wagons; sugar shaker; a crys- 
talliser for crystallisation in motion; a hot-room, 
and a boiler-house, with boilers, engines, etc.

The foregoing is an account of the work in the 
regular course of the Sugar School. Its main aim 
is to prepare sugar experts. Its second aim is to 
give to those who do not wish the full course, par­
tial instruction in the different departments of 
sugar-growing and manufacture. Therefore, ir­
regular students are received in the following de­
partments : Agriculture, Mechanics, Chemistry, 
and Drawing.

Special courses in any of the above lines are 
offered to such students as may be lacking either 
in the time or the preparation necessary to complete 
the full course of the Sugar School, provided their 
previous training qualifies them to enter the classes 
they may select.

Students lacking the proper preparation will not, 
however, be admitted to the practical course at 
Audubon Park. Such preparation, as a rule, will 
be the equivalent of three years of collegiate work, 
including Chemistry and Physics.

Qualifications for Admission.
Every applicant for admission to the University 

must be of good moral character and at least six­
teen years of age (at nearest birthday); but for 
students who are well prepared to enter the Fresh­
man class the age limit may be waived.

Students are admitted upon examination or the 
presentation of satisfactory certificates in the fol­
lowing subjects :—

English ................................................... 3
Algebra, through Quadratics ............... 1|
Plane Geometry .................................... 1
Foreign Language ................................. 2

History .......................................—■ Ij.
Elective ..................................................... 7 2

Total ....................................    10

The term “unit” means a high school subject 
pursued for five hours per week for one year.

Students preparing for entrance are advised to 
pay special attention to elementary mathematics. 
Weakness in this subject is the commonest cause 
of subseouent failure.

The rules governing the students of the Audubon 
Sugar School with respect to discipline and fees 
are the same as those governing the students of the 
College of Engineering.
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In the fourth and fifth years of the Audubon 
Sugar School, students spend ten weeks at Audu­
bon Park or in a sugar-house during the first term, 
the remaining time being devoted to the course 
as outlined below.

As hitherto formulated, the courses of the Audu­
bon Sugar School have accentuated mainly the 
chemical and the mechanical side of the making 
of sugar. Students desiring to lay more stress on 
the agricultural side have been nermitted to sub­
stitute agriculture for certain required subjects in 
the fourth and fifth years. The growing import­
ance of scientific agriculture as applied to sugar 
cane and the increased demand for men who can 
grow the cane in the field to the greatest possible 
advantage, as well as control its manufacture in 
the sugar-house, have made it necessary to formu­
late a definite course in Sugar Agriculture. Stu­
dents may enter this course at the beginning of 
the Junior year, either from the College of Agricul­
ture or from the Sugar Engineering course, or from 
other courses giving preparation sufficient to enable 
the students to carry satisfactorily the courses in­
dicated.

ECUADOR’S CACAO CROP.

Through the courtesy of the Department of Over­
seas Trade, it is now possible to supplement the 
figures of the production of cacao in Brazil which 
were published in last issue with those of Ecuador. 
According to H.B.M. Acting-Consul Urquhart, the 
entries of cacao into Guayaquil for 1900 have been 
as shown below.

Years.
Quintals 

of 100 lbs. Years.
Quintals 
of 100 lbs.

•I9OO 351,742 I9II ... 806,410
IÇOI 452,936 I912 ... 728,920
1902 ••• 467,496 1913 ... 859,084

1903 ... 456,015 1914 ... 922,138
••• 713,7851904 ... 535,882 1915

1905 ... 403,428 1916 980,549
1906 ••• 456,905 1917 900,953
1907 398,269 1918 ... 760,290
1908 ••• 631,957 I919 750,485
1909 ... 620,567 I92O ••• 754,481
I9IO .- 752,751 I92I 827,358

The entries from January to August 15th this
vear were 555,927 quintals and it is estimated that
by the close of the year the total will reach 750,000
quintals.

There is some doubt as to the derivation of the 
word “muscovado.” Deerr states that the best 
authorities derive this term from the Spanish, 
menoscabo, meaning damage and the idea of in­
feriority, this word being made up of menos, little, 
and acabar, to finish. The corresponding word in 
French is achever, and Deerr sees a transition to 
mechet and mischief. Another, and, perhaps, a 
likely one, is from the Low Latin museum, mean­
ing musk, referring to the pleasant smell and taste 
of raw sugar. There is another derivation ad­
vanced, viz., from the Spanish mas, more, and 
acabado, finished, alluding to the process Sol^g 
beyond the syrup stage, but this can hardly be 
taken seriously.
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CREOLE CHOCOLATE.

What Ceylon is Doing.

It was recorded in The West India Committee 
Circular, of September 14th, that a Committee 
of the Trinidad Agricultural Society had reported 
adversely regarding the possibility of developing 
a local chocolate industry on a large scale.

At a further meeting of the society on September 
15th the question was, however, again raised by 
Mr. A. V. Stollmeyer, who stated that Mr. Hall, 
of the Trade Commissioners’ Office, had furnished 
some additional information on the subject. Mr. 
Hall, who was present then, according to the 
Trinidad Guardian, said that so far as he had been 
able to ascertain in Trinidad and Jamaica, the 
largest of the West Indian islands consumed 
1,500 lbs. of chocolate per week. Supposing a 
factory were established turning out two tons of 
chocolate and cocoa per week, the question was, 
could a market be found in Trinidad and the sur­
rounding islands to consume an output of that 
size. He must confess he had his doubts. One 
of the things said in favour of a chocolate factory 
was that it would absorb more Trinidad cacao, 
but from the output of two tons per week it 
seemed that the consumption of cacao would not 
be more than 2,000 bags per annum.

The following extract from the Ceylon Observer, 
relating to the manufacture of chocolate locally, 
was circulated :—

The manufacture of the cocoa and chocolate at 
Peradeniya is as follows : The raw cocoa beans as 
brought in from the fields are first put into a cir­
cular roasting machine where they are heated to 
perfect dryness and then they are spread out in 
a trough to cool. After they are sufficiently cooled 
they are put into a winnower. The working ot 
this winnowing machine is highly interesting inas­
much as it cleans the beans thoroughly, removes 
all foreign matter, separates the shell from the 
beans, and shreds them into the several different 
grades. The roasted beans are shovelled from the 
trough into a small container whence they are car- 
RS.ÍF'.ÍP Of the machine by an elevator. 
Here they strike against an iron plate which causes 
them to spread and then pass under a magnet 
Whmh removes all foreign matter. The beans then 

‘7 ‘?rou£h a crushing machine in the winnower 
“ushJdTen0“ tOta °yIinder Which seParates the 
crushed beans into seven different grades A 
tF7helVTnF°^^ removes all
the shells and ejects them from the bad of the 
bean'are c^fi J ídl®erent grades of crushed 
first four orld tet m separate bags in front. The 
to senaratf aTe PUt int° a sort o£ siiter 
bean wWch i^ gritty portion of the
bean which if left behind would cause the ultimate 

a bitter and gritty chocolate. The 
shredded beans are next passed into a shoot which 
feeds a cocoa mill, which heated by steam grinds 
the cocoa into a steaming highly indigestible mass 
This mass is taken out and put into an hydraulic 
press which exerts a pressure of about half a ton per 

square inch to extract the butter. The residue is 
allowed to solidify in circular moulds. This is next 
broken up and ground into powder by means of a 
machine similar to a rubber washing machine. The 
powder thus obtained is next put into the melanguer 
which grinds it into a fine powder. This powder 
is then passed through the cocoa sifting machine 
and is then ready for packing into tins.

The manufacture of chocolate differs somewhat. 
As in the manufacture of cocoa, the beans are first 
roasted, cooled, shredded and cleaned, and then 
ground into a sticky mass by means of the steam- 
heated mills. Here the process differs. Instead of 
being put into the hydraulic press the mass is con­
veyed into a mixer and there thoroughly mixed up 
with sugar and butter. This mixture is further 
rolled in a refiner which causes the various sub­
stances to unite more closely. From the refiner the 
mass is passed on to a species of mixer known as the 
Conche, which is run for 48 hours. This process is 
known as caramelising, i.e., by continuous mixing 
the sugar thoroughly unites with the cocoa, making 
the whole smooth and butter-like, resulting in a per­
fectly smooth and mellow chocolate. From the 
Conche the product is moulded in small moulds and 
then cooled in a refrigerating plant. The finished 
product is then taken to the packing room, where it 
is wrapped up in tinfoil to preserve it. The choco­
late manufactured at the Peradeniya factory is a 
highly-finished product, perfectly smooth and hard, 
though easily melted. The various refining pro­
cesses it undergoes results in a chocolate free from 
all traces of bitterness. It is guaranteed to last six 
months.

EMPIRE SUGAR RESEARCH.

Work to start in Guiana.
Mr. R G. W Farnell, Chemist to the British 

Empire Sugar Research Association, leaves Lon­
don m the Intaba, on October 17th, for British 
Guiana. After spending about two months in 
that colony he will proceed to Trinidad to under! 

r^r at the West Indian Agricul­
tural College. Thereafter he will visit other 
sugar-producmg colonies within the Empire.

after 8raduating at the Imperial 
Lollege of Science and Technology, where he 
studied under Professor Baker, was attached to 
the firm of Brunner, Mond and Co., alkali manu­
facturers of Northwich. Leaving them, he next 
embarked on research work at Oxford under Pro­
fessor Perkin. Appointed to his present position 
m January last he studied at the Glasgow Sugar 
School, under Mr. T. H. P. Heriot, for thfee 
months, during which period he visited the prin­
cipal sugar refineries and sugar machinery manu­
facturing works Since April he has beenbaekat 
the Imperial College investigating pectic sub- 

MCeVnd R antS W'th Special reference to sugar
on September 16th, by 

the Bishop of Trinidad, to Miss Dorothy Clara 
Coode. Mrs Farnell hopes to proceed to Port of 
Spam early m the New Year
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A NATURALIST IN TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO.

By P. Lechmere Guppy

Member of the Civil Service, Trinidad and 
Tobago.

(Continued from page 445.)
It is unusual for flying-fish to go as far south as 

Trinidad, though they occasionally get near the 
Toco coast in the channel separating the two 
islands. Two species were sent to the British 
Museum from Tobago—Exocoetus nigripinnis and 
E. hillianus. The latter is the commonest species. 
Much discussion has taken place regarding the 
flight of these fishes, as to whether under control 
or not. The writer was fortunate enough to 
observe one of these, in calm weather and a flat sea, 
leave the water and circle round the boat in which 
he was seated; of course, he was unable to tell the 
species, as it only remained a few seconds in the 
air before disappearing.

The greenbacks, or carangues, put up a good 
fight when hooked, and are considered good game 
fish; they are often big and heavy, and know how 
to put their weight on the line; they give plenty 
of excitement to the angler who wants something 
to play with and work his skill on at the same time.

When going over rocky bottoms in fairly shallow 
water there are big barracouta (S. picuda) lurking 
about; a vicious tug at one’s line and a leap out of 
water will let you know that you have got one of 
these sea-pirates. Small barracouta are delicious 
eating, but there is a prejudice against this fish, as 
it seems that it is occasionally poisonous. A note 
about this is made at end.

That famous fish, the tarpon (“ Grand-ecaille ”). 
is not often captured, but I think this is because it 
is not fished for. The food value does not make 
it attractive to the local fishermen. No doubt 
further investigation will prove that it is fairly 
plentiful in certain localities. The writer has seen 
the large scales of this fish scattered on the beach 
at different fishing places. Small specimens have 
been taken in the brackish water at the mouths of 
streams.

Fresh bait for banking and trolling is easy to 
obtain in Tobago. The spoon can be kept handy 
for trolling in case of accidents. Sprats, sardines, 
etc., are abundant in the different bays, and if due 
notice is given to your man or boy he should be 
able to pet you all you require. An ice-box can 
be used to keep any surplus for an emergency, so 
that there need be no difficulty about always having 
the best bait. .

Fishing off the rocks with rod and line may be 
considered rather a mild form of sport compared 
with the foregoing; but it is certainly more excit­
ing than some of the river and seaside fishing one 
so often sees in the Old Country. The right time 
and tide should first be ascertained before arrang­
ing any of these “ expeditions.” Moon and tides 
play an important part in controlling the move- 
ments of fishermen in the West Indies, and the 
best time of day for sport is very early morning.

Fishing conditions in Trinidad and Tobago differ 
somewhat; the kinds of boats used are quite dis­

tinct. On the other hand, a good deal of fishing 
in Trinidad is now done in motor-boats under com­
fortable conditions by some who combine pleasure 
with profit, and by others who can afford the 
luxury.

The ordinary fishing boat used by the natives 
is a very light and handy craft compared to the 
cumbersome Tobago affair which is built to face 
heavy seas and rough usage.

The angler in the Gulf of Paria will, as often as 
he wishes, be able to arrange to do his fishing in a 
calm sea in any craft he may select, light or heavy, 
but in Tobago he will have to face the broad 
Atlantic, and therefore must be prepared for a toss­
ing about, and he is well advised to make use of a 
good stout motor-boat, and so equipped he will 
have all the sport he wishes without the discomfort.

All kinds of fishing tackle can be obtained in the 
shops in Port of Spain, except perhaps that 
suitable for river fishing.

The Freshwater Mullet (Agonostomus monti- 
cola) is very plentiful in all the Tobago streams, 
and some sport is afforded by this active little fish 
when the proper tackle is used, and this should be 
rod and line of mist-coloured gut, and the hook 
must be baited with grasshoppers or caterpillars 
freshly caught—no imitation fly will tempt this 
wary fellow. A butterfly net ig^ just the thing to 
get the live bait, which can be caught by sweeping 
the grass and bushes near by. Nine to 10 a.m. is 
the best time to try for this fish on a sunny day. 
It will probably take your bait on the surface, but 
sometimes waits until it sinks.

The Habits of Some Fishes.

The number of species of fishes in Trinidad waters 
may be estimated at 240, and the Tobago species 
at 180. Most of these are common to both islands, 
and a few facts connected with the best known 
amongst them will now be given.

A very common fish at certain seasons in the 
Gulf of Paria is the “ Paoua ” or 66 Spade ’’ fish 
(Chaetodipterus (Ephippus) faber), which is 
caught in thé early part of the year by baiting 
hooks with “ Jelly-fish ” (called “ galere by the 
natives). The writer has only inspected immature 
specimens of the “ Paoua ” in Tobago waters and 
has never seen any of the jelly-fish in Tobago, 
which is used as bait in the sister island. The 
young differ somewhat from those in the adult 
stage. It is considered a good food fish m some 
places, and is common in Florida, U.S.A.

The “ Four-eyes ” (Anableps tetrophthalmus) 
which may be seen on the sandy beaches scurrying 
up and down with the incoming and receding waves 
often attracts attention by its erratic movements, 
its prominent eyes appearing above the water. One 
might wonder why this fish has never become estab­
lished in Tobago. It might easily have drifted 
across the narrow channel that separates the 
Islands, for logs, timber, plants seeds, crude oil 
and débris of all kinds reach the Southern shores of 
Tobago borne on the flood-water which comes from 
the Orinoco River via Trinidad. In September last 
year a Venezuelan curial drifted across into a bay 
near Scarborough. During the months of Sept­
ember and October the Tobago water, always so
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clear and translucent, occasionally becomes dark 
amber coloured, or greenish-brown, from this cause; 
fortunately this happens for only short periods, as 
the strong N.W. current soon sweeps the discoloured 
water to leeward. In spite of the opportunities 
that occur from time to time, the “ Four eyes ” 
has never crossed the channel, and still remains a 
stranger to Tobago. It does not appear to be 
widely distributed, and is only recorded from 
Trinidad and the Guianas.

That wonderful armoured fish made famous by 
its culinary reputation in Trinidad, the “ Casca­
dura ” (Callichthys littoralts') has a peculiarly deli­
cate flavour quite distinct from any other fish. 
This is brought out when the fish is cooked by an 
expert Creole. This flavour might be associated 
with mud—but it is delicious mud ! The writer’s 
advice is : 66 Have the fish cooked the right way, 
eat it, and wait and see.” It will tickle the most 
fastidious palate. The time for getting Cascadura 
is in the middle of the dry season, when numbers 
are brought on strings to market, where they may 
still be seen wriggling. They are tenacious of life, 
living for some time out of their natural element. 
Indian boys who live at Tunapuna, Trinidad, and 
know the Caroni district very well can always be 
relied on to get a supply.

The habitat of the Cascadura is muddy fresh­
water swamps. Although plentiful, it is a matter 
for speculation how far drainage operations will 
affect its numbers. The danger of its extermina­
tion is, however, remote, as it will thrive in drains, 
pools, and muddy streams. It is not found in 
Tobago, as there are no suitable conditions in that 
Island. There are three species of “ Cascadura ” 
found in Trinidad.

Streams of two distinct kinds are met with in 
Trinidad. These offer a great contrast with one 
another. One kind runs over sandy, rock-strewn 
beds with clear water, and the other flows with 
sluggish current through flat, clayey land with 
muddy water. There are large pools in all the 
streams well stocked with fish, conditions being 
favourable to fish life, in fact the 'variety of fresh­
water fishes in Trinidad is large, over 40 species 
having been sent to the British Museum.

Tobago, which is a very well-watered little Island 
can only muster about one fourth of this number • 
but, on the other hand, its freshwater mullet gives 
some sport, and this is more than can be said of 
any of the river fish in Trinidad. The scarcity of 
this mullet in Trinidad is noticeable, but it is re­
markably abundant in the sister Island. The 
silvery “sardines” (Tetragonopterus spp :) are 
abundant m Trinidad, but are too small and bony 
to be worth catching. The fish that are worth 
catching seldom bite. The native boys find means 
of getting at these, but their methods would hardly 
appeal to the sportsman. In the Caroni River fishes 
of all kinds are abundant, but it appears that they 
are too well fed to take any notice of modern 
tackle, perhaps there is some kind of bait to be 
found near the spot that will prove irresistible

After prolonged dry weather the water in pools 
m the smaller rivers and streams runs very low. 
It is then easy to obtain specimens of several kinds 
of fishes and it is possible, if the right locality is 

chosen, to net as many as 16 different species from 
one small pool. Some species are local in habitat, 
and must be looked for specially. In one of these 
isolated pools “ sardines ” are sure to be most in 
evidence, and if it is a pool in the flat-lands at 
the foot of the northern hills, the Cascadura will 
also be numerous, besides other interesting fishes.

Fishes Which Blush.
Some years ago the writer took a collection of 

about a dozen species of freshwater fishes alive, and 
in good condition, to England. Among these was 
a pair of “ King Cascarobs ” (Polycentrus Schom- 
burgki), which literally have the power to “ blush 
at will,” turning from black (their usual colour) 
to pinkish white, or speckled. There were “ sar­
dines,” “ Millions,” and other small fishes as well. 
Some of these, including the little “ Polycentrus,” 
had mated, and consequently had increased in 
number not long after their arrival in England. 
This collection of fishes stood the ocean trip of 
thirty days very well indeed, which only shows 
what is possible in the way of transporting fishes. 
The aquarium in which they were afterwards estab­
lished was, of course, run under conditions that 

to be desired, and the fishes were fed 
by the writer in person throughout the voyage.

An interesting little “sardine,” which is plentiful 
in muddy Cumuto streams, is Corypopoma riisii. 
At one time this species received four different 
names, until its identity was finally settled through 
the writer sending a long series of specimens to the 
British Museum, at the same time stating his belief 
that there was only one species. The difference be­
tween the immature and adult stages is great, hence 
the confusion.

In Trinidad there are fresh, brackish, and salt­
water catfish. These long-whiskered Siluridae have 
no counterpart in Tobago. East Indian labourers 
catch and eat them, and they are sometimes ex­
posed for sale m the fish market. There is a bright- 
coloured species (yellow and green) (Pseudauche- 
tnpterus guppy i) which is common in the Caroni 
?1Ver U° the Caroni Estate, and there 
1S a well-known clear-water catfish (Pimelodus 
wtlsom), and the “Maman cascarado,” or “M 
Cascadura (Plecostomus sp :). The latter grows 
to a good size (18 inches), and is furnished" with 
hXZdtaaits m.outh to enable * ^0 

rent The " Cn h-nl°r to stem the ™r- 
. Cuabm with formidable teeth is 

perhaps the largest fresh-water fish__ io

(To be continued.)

of the fV John Fo^e oithe on,y son 
the Federal Council of the dewar/ta^^^ 
was exceedingly popular £E k j nds’ and he 
had been since the war He i 'n°S' where he 
three children. We offer * Wid°W and
hi? family in theYr grert ?oss S^Pathy 
missed by his many friends ° W1" be Sadly
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SPORT WITH ROD AND LINE.

How to Catch a Tarpon.

fish fine, let their fish play more, and not be in 
too great a hurry to gaff them. That will probably 
prove to be the 4 way ’ of landing the 4 wonderful 
fighters ’ of which they are in search.”

Captain G. R. G. Alston contributes to the 
Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News of Sep­
tember 30th, through 44 Corrigeen,” an interest­
ing description of sport with the rod and line, 
which he and Mr. S. W. Fitt enjoyed recently in 
Saute d’Eau Bay, which the writer describes as 
being 44 off the north coast of the British West 
Indies.” In two hours’ trolling they landed 30 
king-fish, 5 Spanish mackerel, and a cavalli. 
44 Corrigeen ” depicts a 76 lb. tarpon, landed by

ORDER THE NEW MAP NOW!

Judging by the fact that over two-fifths of the 
present edition of The West India Committee New 
Map of the West Indies has been sold out—and in 
less than six months—the stock on hand will soon 
be exhausted. Already orders have been received

Mr. Henry Phillips, after 55 
minutes in the Boca Huevos, 
and writes : 44 Capt. Alston
comments on the fact that few 
tarpon are hooked and fewer 
landed, and as a sportsman 
naturally expresses the lament 
that the right way to fish for 
them has not yet been dis­
covered in Trinidad. I wonder 
whether he has made himself 
familiar with the method of 
angling adopted by the Aransao 
Pass Tarpon Club. The founder 
of the club was Mr. L. P. 
Streeter, of Illinois. His suc­
cess with tarpon where others 
failed was in fishing with light 
rods and tackle. He was 
laughed at by old tarpon anglers 
at first, but Streeter had the 
last laugh; it marked a revolu­
tion in tarpon fishing. The 
orthodox rod used when he 
came on the scene was six or

Mr. Harry Phillips, of Trinidad, Part of Captain Alston and Mr. 
with 76 lb. Tarpon. Fitt’s two-hours’ Catch.

seven feet long, and weighed 
over sixteen ounces. The line 
was 21 thread, with a breaking
strain of forty-two pounds.
Streeter used a rod nine ounces in weight and a line 
nine thread. No one is qualified for membership of 
the club who uses a weapon heavier, a line 
stronger. In 1901, of 16 tarpon caught the rod 
proportion was 1.2 per cent.; in 1911, of 473 tar­
pon the rod proportion was 65.8 per cent. There 
are record catches of 255 to one rod, over 300 to 
another in a season; 112 tarpon were landed by 
six anglers between April 21st and May 19th 33 
being over 100 lb. Such has been the effect of 
fishing fine. An adjustable reel is now made 
which regulates the line to any tension. e o 
method of pulling against the fish has given p ace 
to giving it its head under proper control and 

playing it out.

weight and a line from the following countries and places :—Antigua, 
Bahamas, Barbados, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, Jamaica, St. Lucia, Tobago, Trinidad, 
Turks Island, the United States, Canada, Holland, 
Denmark, Cuba, Dutch Guiana, St. Thomas, and 
Curasao.

The original edition of this map, published in 
1914, was quickly disposed of in spite of the war, 
and there were fully 50 people who ordered 44 too 
late.” The New Map (“More than a Map”) is 
a great improvement on its predecessor, and to 
avoid disappointment, readers will be well advised 
to obey the 44 command ” heading above.

44 We have found out the mistake of using heavy 
rods and tackle for salmon, and their loss m p 
portion. Here is the same error being rectified in 
tarpon fishing. I notice that Capt. Alston hooked 
and lost both his on spoons. This of a11 ba 
the most likely to be torn from a fish s mouth*wit 
rough handling. I hope the Trinidad anglers will

The price of the Map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square, 

E.C.3, is as follows :—London,

Sheet .. 
Mounted
Mounted

Price
................ 7/6

and folded ... 15/-
on rollers ... 12/6

Post Free 
U.K.

8/6
15/6
14/-

Post Free 
W. Indies.

9/6
15/6
19/-

Other 
Coun­
tries. 
10/6 
15/6
*

!anada22/-; elsewhere according to destination.



470 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. October 12, 1922.

SEA ISLAND COTTON POSITION. THE BRITISH GUIANA TARIFF.

Declining Exports from America. Increased Import Duties.

Those interested in Sea Island cotton cultivation 
in the British West Indies will receive encourage­
ment from the latest statistics regarding American 
production. The boll weevil, which in recent years 
has increased so rapidly that only 5.4 per cent, of 
the 1921 cotton crop of the Cotton Belt in the 
United States was produced in the uninfested area, 
has not left Sea Island cotton untouched. Annual 
production of the Sea Island cotton in the United 
States during the period of 1910-1917 averaged 
about 92,000 running bales, but since that time the 
crop has been much lower—in 1918 amounting to 
52,208 bales, in 1919 to 6,916, in 1920 to 1,868, 
and in 1921 to 3,316 bales. While the war had its 
effects on exports of Sea Island cotton from this 
country, it was principally the ravages of the boll 
weevil, the bollworm, and other cotton pests that 
caused shipments to decline. The downward 
trend of exports during recent years is seen in the 
following table published in the commerce reports 
of the United States Department of Commerce :__

United States Exports of Sea-Island Cotton.

Years. England. Canada. France. Germany Other 
countries Total.

1910:
Bales
Pounds ... 

1911 :

24,463
9,142,243 —

5,021 
2,037,169

667 
260,025

50
20,840

30,201 
11,460,277

Bales
Pounds ... 

1912:

15,212
5,739,642 175,838

5,021 
1,928,330

615 
241,156

330
129,881

21,622 
8,214,847

Bales
Pounds ... 

1913:

19,648
7,884,192

337
143,151

6,607 
2,557,619

230
89,096

50
18,980

26,872
10,693,038

Bales
Pounds ... 

1914:

6,913
2,628,437

145
54,797

4,399 
1,600,594

386
128,642 —

11,843
4,412,470

Bales
Pounds ... 

1915 :

13,022 
5,034,393

1,135
441,956

4,326 
1,662,424

285
110,731

418
170,951

19,186
7,420,455

Bales
Pounds ... 

1916:

1,872
717,843

2,152
854,465 — .

624
249,211

1,510 
616,083

6,158 
2,437,602

Bales
Pounds ... 

1917 :

1,863
755,392

2,287
938,494 — —

97
37,910

4,247
1,731,796

Bales
Pounds .. 

1918:

1,573
643,525

436
181,820

— 302
118,519

2,311
943,864

Bales
Pounds ... 

1919 :

910
373,646

1,718
681,445

—
— 4 

2,056
2,632 

1,057,147
Bales
Pounds ..

1920:

831 
315,239

4,469 
1,860,079

312
138,572

— 440
178,247

6,052 
2,492,137

Bales
Pounds ... 

1921 :

414
182,386

1,396
556,377

579 
236,023 __

— 2,389
974,786

Bales
Pounds ...

171
64,794

30
11,419

16
8,168 — — 217

84,831

Prior to the Great War the United Kingdom, 
I rance, Germany, and Canada were the principal 
buyers of American Sea Island cotton, although 
Russia m Europe took 400 running bales in 1914. 
Beginning with 1915, however, shipments to these
countries with the exception 
stopped or greatly declined.

of Canada either 
But new. t.hnncrh

small, outlets were found, especially in Europe, 
Italy taking 314 bales in 1915, 60 in 1916 120 in 
1917; and Netherlands and Sweden in 1915 buying 
377 and 811 bales respectively. The next year 20 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

The Governor assented on 31st August to an 
Ordinance (No. 16 of 1922) amending the rates of 
Customs duties. By it a surtax of 10 per cent, is 
imposed as from that date on each of the duties in 
the first schedule of the principal Ordinance (No. 21 
of 1921), except in the case of the duties on spirits 
and strong waters, tobacco and wines, and matches, 
and on gold bullion, balata, rubber and other sub­
stances of a like nature coming from Venezuela. 
This surtax is in addition to the 15 per cent, surtax 
authorised by the principal Ordinance. On the 
duties enumerated in the second schedule to the 
principal Ordinance, a surtax of 20 per cent, is now 
imposed in addition to that of 30 per cent, author­
ised by the principal Ordinance.

The actual rates of duty on some of the principal 
articles imported are now, therefore, as follows :—

General
British Tariff.

Dollars. Dollars.
Aerated waters, per doz. bottles... 0.20 0.40
Beer, ale, stout (in bulk), per gallon 0.37 5 0.625
Bricks, per i,ooo 2.50 5.00
Cement, per barrel of 400 lbs. 0.25 0.50
Coal, bituminous, per ton ... 0.3125 0.625
Coke and patent fuel per ton 0.625 1.25
Fish, tinned or canned, per 100 lbs. 1.25 2.50
Ghi, per 100 lbs.
Flour, of wheat or grain other than

125 2.50

corn, per barrel of 196 lbs. 1.125 1-4375Rice, per 100 lbs.................................. 0.375 0.70
Lime, per ton ......................................
Matches (in boxes of not more than 1-25 2.50

100 matches each) per gross of 
boxes

Beef and pork, pickled and salted, 1-25 2.50

per barrel of 200 lbs. I.2Ç 2.50Bacon, hams and tongues, per 100 
lbs. ......................................

Petroleum spirit, per gallon 
Paints, per cwt. ...
Brandy and gin, per proof gallon

J-25 
0.0625 
O.75 
4.OO

2.50
0.125
1.50
5-00Whisky and rum, per proof gallon 5-00 5-6oBay rum, per liquid gallon 0. so 1.00Methylated spirit, per liquid gallon 

Cigars and cigarettes, per lb. 0.50 
2.50 
T *7 C

1.00
5-00Tobacco, manufactured, per lb

Wine, sparkling, per gallon ..' 1.80
3-5°
2.25

Agricultural machinery
Machinery for electric lighting, rail­

way plant, mining, drainage, saw­
mills, nee preparation, Bauxite

Ad 
Free.

valorem.
7i P-c.

works, etc., steam dredgers, etc. Free. 71 p.c.

to Brazil. In 1917 178 bales
land n S£e"Vild 200 baleS 7 19I°’ While Switzer-

abroad in 192 “nd 230 to July gift

mg the current year. y aur
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THE “CAMERA AGRUMARIA.” PERSONAL NOTES.

Co operative Efforts in Sicily.

It is stated that the Camera Agrumaria of Sicily 
still holds upwards of twenty thousand tons of 
citrate. This represents several years’ normal 
supply of the markets of the world and until it is 
disposed of there is little hope of any substantial 
improvement in the demand for West Indian lime 
products.

It may be of interest to recall that the camera 
was formed in 1908 with the following objects :—

1. The study and promotion of action for the 
development and regulation of the trade in citrus 
and its by-products.

2. The furnishing of information to those inter­
ested as to the condition of the principal markets 
and on the quantities of fruit in stock or in store.

3. Facilitation and promotion of relations for 
direct sales between producer and consumer of 
citrus and by-products.

4. To develop the use of by-products of the citrus, 
the seeking out of new markets or new uses.

5. To provide, on behalf of those producers who 
require it in accordance with the forms established 
by the present law, for the sale of citrate of lime 
and the raw juice which have been consigned by 
the producer to the Chamber for such object.

6. To promote, where necessary, for the institu­
tion of general warehouses for the deposit of citrus 
by-products in the centres of production unpro­
vided with such.

7. To promote and facilitate the institution and 
working of citric acid factories, candied fruit and 
other by-products of the citrus.

8. To promote the constitution of a Banca 
Agrumaria to make advances on the deposits to 
producers of citrus industrialists. The attributions 
under (5) and (6) can by Royal Decree be extended 
to other by-products of the citrus.

The principal product of the lemon industry in 
Sicily is citrate of lime, and it may be pointed out 
that that commodity is made from either limes or 
lemons, the word “ lime ” in the name denoting 
the material—chalk—which is impregnated with 
lime-juice or lemon-juice, and not the fruit. Citric 
acid is extracted from citrate of lime, and is large y 
used in the manufacture of non-alcoholic beverages.

Just before the war there was a great develop­
ment of agricultural co-operation in Russia in every 
branch of agricultural co-operative societies and 
unions existing for the production and sale of agri­
cultural products. Indeed, as Professor N. P. Maka- 
roff states in World Agriculture, the greater part 
of the economic life of Russia was conducted co­
operatively. The system developed enormously in 
the years 1917-20, when the organisations were 
taken over by the Central Government and mem­
bership made compulsory. In April, 1921, freedom 
of action was restored to the societies, which, judg- 

by the volume of business done by them, are 
entering into a period of still greater usefulness.

Mr. John Martin has been made a partner in 
the firm of W. F. Gouda & Co., West Indian 
merchants.

.V.
*7V 'TV

Mr. Frank H. Towend, who has been associated 
with the firm of C. Czarnikow, Ltd., for nearly 50 
years, retired from the Board of Directors of that 
Company, on September 30th. Mr. L. F. Wood- 
forde has been elected a Director in his place.

* * *
Colonel W. C. Anderson, D.S.O., Deputy- 

Inspector-General of Constabulary of Trinidad and 
Tobago in 1917-18 leaves Plymouth in the Navarre 
on October 16th for Dominica, where he will super­
intend the management of the estate of his brother, 
the late Captain Abdy F. Anderson.

•7V ‘TV

The body of Sir James Hayes Sadler (formerly 
Governor of the Windward Islands), who died in 
April last and was buried in Brittany, has been 
brought to England, and was recently reinterred 
in Machynlleth Churchyard, Montgomeryshire, in 
the same grave as Lady Sadler, who died three 
years ago.

* * *

Mr. Charles W. Doorly has been appointed 
Assistant Colonial Secretary of Jamaica in the 
place of Mr. R. Nosworthy, who is Acting Adminis­
trator of Dominica. Mr. Doorly, who started his 
Civil Service career in the Immigration Depart­
ment of Jamaica in 1892, has been since 1913 
Government Emigration Agent at Madras.

* * *
Dr. Allan Kidd, late of St. Lucia, has met with 

a tragic death in Colombo, where, since June, 1921, 
he had been medical superintendent of the General 
Hospital. According to the Ceylon Observer, it 
would appear that he had lately been in indifferent 
health and much worried by charges made against 
the hospital administration following the death of 
a European in the pauper ward. On August 27th, 
shortly after Dr. Kidd had returned from a brief 
holiday, one of his colleagues noticed that he had 
been an unduly long period in the bathroom. The 
door was eventually forced, and Dr. Kidd was 
found to be bleeding from wounds in his left arm.

* * *

First-aid was rendered, but the Doctor eventually 
expired through haemorrhage and shock consequent 
upon the wounds, which the coroner at the inquest 
found to have been self-inflicted. The coroner 
added that he thought that the deceased had 
worried himself unnecessarily, and the better 
elements of public and Press alike subsequently 
testified to his devotion to his work and his con­
sideration for his patients, whose well-being was 
his constant thought. At the funeral Dr. J. F. 
Bridger, late of Barbados, was one of the bearers. 
Dr. Kidd’s untimely end will be the subject of 
much regret in the West Indies, and especially St. 

Lucia.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By 66 Agronomist.”

The Louisiana Experiment Station has been ex­
perimenting for some years with the value of sweet 
clover (Melilotas indica) as a cover crop for canes. 
The results show an increase of about 4 tons per 
acre of canes compared with canes where no crop of 
this description has been used.

* * *
Nicko’s for July gives some interesting details as 

to the banana industry in South Queensland. In 
1919, the average shipments by train for May and 
June were 1,601 cases. The following year these 
had increased to 1,928 cases, and in 1921 to 7,043 
cases, while in May and June of the current year 
10,753 cases have been shipped.

* * *
Lord Clinton, addressing recently the Aberdeen 

Branch of the Boyal Scottish Arboriculture Society, 
stated that the recommendation in the Geddes 
Report as regards reafforestation by the Forestry 
Commission was to be accepted in a modified form, 
to the extent of the sanctioning of the planting of 
10,000 acres in the United Kingdom instead of the 
original programme of 30,000 acres.

* * *
July Nicko’s also is enthusiastic on the subject of 

the general industrial value of the pineapple. Apart 
from other value virtues, its therapeutic worth is 
considerable. From the juice, it is stated, a tinc­
ture is obtained, 25 to 3Ó drops of which, taken 
after meals, furnishes a digestive unequalled in the 
whole Pharmacopaeia, while the pure juice is a re­
liable agent for dissolving necrosed tissue in quinsy, 
tonsilitis, boils, diphtheric throat, and other like 
troubles. The tincture is also stated to be useful 
in cases of chronic tonsillar abscesses and in strepto- 
and staphylo-infection of the throat.

During the last ten years there has been a great 
increase in the Venezuelan cacao industry, upwards 
of 5,000,000 trees having been planted in this period 
on the Venezuelan side of the Gulf of Paria. The 
United States Consul in Trinidad states that the re­
sults have been highly satisfactory, the average 
yield being 4 lbs. of beans per tree, which command 
about 10 per cent, higher price than that paid for 
Trinidad cacao. The cacao from this district is 
shipped through Trinidad, and the exports to the 
United States amounted to 3,800,000 lbs., of the 
value of £120,000, in 1920, and to 4,616,000 lbs., 
of the value of £92^000, in 1921.

* * *
The attention which has been paid to the cacao 

industry on the Gold Coast has caused the oil palm 
industry to be neglected, and the Director of Agri­
culture of the colony has issued a manifesto on the 
subject, which African Industries summarises. Mr. 
Tudbope states that at the present time palm oil 
products to the value of £1,000,000 go annually to 
waste in the Gold Coast alone. To remedy this 
state of things, he proposes the formation of co­
operative associations among the farmers for the 
construction of central factories to work up the 
fruits. A weak point in the scheme appears to be 

the absence of a Government Agricultural Credit 
Bank.

* * *
In experiments with plant canes conducted in 

Queensland to ascertain the effect of the various 
elements, nitrogen, potash, lime, and phosphoric 
acid on canes irrigated and not irrigated, it was 
found that the most effect was obtained in the case 
of the former. With non-irrigated canes, the in­
crease on the non-fertilised canes was 0.1 tons of 
sugar grown per acre in the case of phosphoric acid, 
0.3 ton with potash, and 0.4 ton with nitrogen, lime 
producing a deficit of 0.1 ton. In the case of the 
irrigated canes, the increase was 0.2 ton per acre 
with lime, and 0.8 ton per acre with potash and 
nitrogen. Phosphoric acid gave a deficit of 0.1 ton 
per acre.

* * *
Dr. Arthur Schamel, of the United States De­

partment of Agriculture, is carrying out a series of 
experiments in Louisiana having for their object 
the improvement of the cane by stool, rather than 
by individual stalk, selection. So far the results 
are stated to be promising. The theory of the 
system is that a stool of canes may as a whole be 
inferior, although containing one or more markedly 
healthy individuals, the planting of which may lead 
to disappointment. If, however, the stool as a 
whole is superior, there is a better chance of the 
members of it producing improved offspring. Thus 
Dr. Schamel prefers to plant the stool rather than 
the individual cane.

* * *
Syrup-making from the sugar-cane is one of the 

minor industries of Alabama. According to W. C. 
Vail, in Facts about Sugar, a purple cane is the 
one almost invariably grown, the area cultivated by 
the individual farmer varying from one to fifteen 
acres. The cane is a very sweet one, the sugar con­
tent ranging from 16 to 19 per cent. The crushing 
is. done in almost every instance by horse-driven 
mills, the juice being skimmed and concentrated in 
an ordinary evaporating pan. In a few instances a 
small quantity of lime is used, but Mr. Vail states 
that all guess at what they are doing.” The yield 
of syrup is about 250 U.S.A, gallons per acre, and 
the average annual crop dealt with 500 acres.

* * *
The chief insect pest just now in the Philippines 

m connection with sugar, which is causing great 
apprehension as regards the coming crop, is the 
and1 Sf’th”d 3 i"1I,des“iPti°n of its habits, customs, 

°f V e met.h?v S of ?ts control is given in the July 
dimtion I OSe 'Slands' The P°wer of repro­
duction of the locust is enormous, and, on account 
200 000rto300UOonabitS’ P°Ssible ,or trom
the 4 non r -non y°Unf locUsts to be hatched from 
extent oVe« ’^ ‘‘bisters which is the average 
extent of egg deposition per square metre Its 
in its destrucP als°,constitute an important factor 
for ihe Durnose r ” arSenical sP™y* are used

«S3 K It" Ki
this mnv Pois°n m the first body, and
arsenic becomes too distriWeT^^^ the
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WEST INDIAN CLUB DINNER.

Mr. Rowland Darnley's Epigrams.

Mr. E. R. Darnley, Assistant Secretary and 
head of the West Indian Department at the Colonial 
Office, was entertained by the members of the 
West Indian Club at the Club Rooms, 4, Whitehall 
Court, on September 27th :—

Mr. G. Moody Stuart, who presided, in proposing 
the health of the guest, said that Mr. Darnley had 
had a distinguished career at Cambridge and become 
sixth Wrangler. He was now Assistant Secretary at 
the Colonial Office twenty years after he had entered 
it, and Head of the West Indian Department. He was 
one of the Governing Council of the West Indian Agri­
cultural College, and his knowledge of science and of 
University affairs, as well as his other qualifications, 
had enabled him to render most valuable service to 
that Council. For The West India Committee he had 
performed numberless services. All who had matters 
to bring before him knew his readiness to listen to 
and to understand their affairs, and to think out and 
carry out what might be wise and right, without shirk­
ing of work or shrinking from responsibility. In the 
words of a time-honoured phrase coined in old days for 
King David, he showed always the desire to “serve 
his own generation.” It was not only in important 
departmental matters where he showed his willingness 
to help, but in what might be called minor personal 
matters also.

The ways of Dickens’ Circumlocution Office might 
have been modified in these days, but something of its 
spirit still survived, and we could not be sufficiently 
thankful that there was not a trace of it in Mr. Darnley. 
Now one in a Government Office who really helped, 
who really served his generation, was worthy of double 
honour, for it could be no easy matter, and the recog­
nition of the difficulties in the way of Government ser­
vants giving good work, he believed, had done more 
than anything else to check the movement towards 
a Socialist Constitution, for under Socialism all of us 
would be Government servants.

One thing required to put Mr. Darnley in the best 
position for dealing with the affairs that came before 
him, was that he should visit the Colonies. One visit 
was not sufficient. His own experience had been 
that a second visit did not double one’s insight, but 
increased it fourfold. On the first occasion one might 
be led to take a man at his own valuation. The result 
of a second and third visit combined had sometimes 
led him to throw overboard a great many of the im­
pressions that he had formed on the first visit. 
Another point was that the stay in any one place 
must not be too short. He did not believe much 
good came of less than a week in small places and 
three weeks in the larger. If Mr. Darnley decided to 
make such a visit, why not start next December? He 
could assure him of a very hearty welcome everywhere.

Responding to the toast of his health, which was ie- 
ceived with enthusiasm, Mr. Darnley warmly thanked 
Mr. Moody Stuart for his kind remarks, and said that 
it was something like a quarter of a century since he 
had spoken in public, and in these circumstances he 
had provided himself with copious notes. By so doing 
he hoped to avoid slips of the tongue, at the risk or 
falling into slips of the pen. As an example ot the 
latter he mentioned a letter which had been recently 
dictated in his Department, ending, “ Kind regards 
to Mrs. X, and kiss the baby for me.” When the type- 
written copy arrived, it ran, “ Kind regards to Mrs. 
X, and kiss the lady for me.” Another example was 

a letter from a candidate who wrote to the Colonial 
Office :—

“ Sir.—I beg to enquire whether there are any vacancies 
in Colonial asylums, at present, and if not whether my 
name could be put on the waiting list.”

Another letter, of genuine West Indian origin, would 
seem to indicate a slip of the temper. Mr. Darnley 
read the letter, which contained a challenge to a duel, 
couched in language both formal and ferocious.

Without disclosing the name of the writer of this 
bellicose epistle, he could assure his hearers that this 
was not the document sent by the Governor of British 
Honduras to Sir Samuel Hoare on the occasion of the 
latter’s libels on the Colony. The language of Sir 
Eyre Hutson’s document had been more parliament­
ary, but scarcely less trenchant, and the duel, verbal 
or otherwise, had been only prevented by the Secretary 
of State, who intercepted the challenge! That 
Governor was not a man to be trifled with, but recent. 
events in the Colony had somewhat softened his atti­
tude.

After these incidents one felt that the Dutchman in 
Guiana who named his plantation “Peace and Hope” 
was rather optimistic. But there had always been 
plenty of variety in the West Indies. There was the 
island whose first godfather called it Santa Maria de la 
Concepcion. Its second godfather was of a different 
turn of mind and re-christened it Rum Key, which he 
supposed represented progress.

Where genuine progress, however, had been made 
was in the application of science to agriculture and 
forestry. The most backward industry of all, in this 
respect, namely, forestry in British Honduras, was at 
least likely to be placed on a scientific basis. Else­
where they had active and thriving local Agricultural 
Departments, the Planters’ Association in British 
Guiana, which was greatly extending its activities, and 
the Agricultural College. The College was a vigor­
ous youth which had been rather expensive to bring 
up, and was only just getting old enough to work. 
But having regard to his parents, they could confi­
dently expect a great deal of him.

“ Some people in this age,” Mr. Darnley continued, 
“ are in danger of forgetting the wise advice of Burke, 
to the effect that life and policy ought not and cannot 
be reduced to terms of mere economics. Let us glance 
for a moment at the West Indies in the fields of litera­
ture and history, music and sport. I cannot attempt 
to review the immense bulk of older books, but I may 
just refer to the considerable figure which the West 
Indies cut in Smollett’s * Roderick Random ’ and 
Michael Scott’s ‘ Tom Cringle’s Log,’ and to Lafcadio 
Hearne, the most vivid and intimate writer of them 
all More recently, we may look with satisfaction on 
Im Thurn’s books about the Guiana Indians, the many 
o-ood articles in Timehri, De Lisser’s novels of Creole 
Fife, Cundall’s historical studies, and Aspinall’s de­
scriptive and topographical handbooks which have 
made the ways about the West Indies easy and inter- 
estino- to so many. In this crew the Lesser Antilles 
hardly seem to pull their weight. The Dante and Dore 
of the Soufriere and the Pitch Lake have yet to appear ; 
and the imprisoned Shakers of St. Vincent have not 
produced any Bunyan. The literature of the West 
Indies is very rich in historical works, and this is well 
illustrated in a letter in The West India Committee 
Circular from the pen of Mr. J. Graham Cruickshank 
There were some good artists m Jamaica m the oia 
days, but although I go to a g<x>d many picture shows 
I have not been fortunate enough to find any Wes 
Indian pictures there. Here is a little-worked field of 
o-reat attractions. Beckford, himself no mean artis , 
said, ' I must decide in favour of the rich and magn
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cent scenery of the West Indies, in preference to any 
rural appearances I have observed in other countries; 
and I should dwell with more pertinacity upon this 
opinion, were they, by contrast, more observed and 
better known.’ While the American lady in Dominica 
remarked, in another style, ‘ Gee ! I feel real giddy; I 
never was so stuck on anything in my life.’ Mr. 
Wiseman’s sentiments were, I believe, of regret that

Such a fair isle needs must lie 
In a deep, wide sea of misery.’

But then he had had a bad passage.”
As regards sport, there had been nothing recently 

equal to the exploits of the West Indian cricket teams 
which won so many matches in this country about 
20 years ago. But it would not be Mr. Morrison’s 
fault if something of the kind did not soon recur.

Mr. Darnley next referred to the important results 
of Mr. Wood’s visit, and remarked that these days 
would long be remembered in the West Indies as the 
era of constitutional reform.

whole group of Colonies—who, from being local poli­
ticians, have grown into West Indian statesmen. We 
need not look far to find some such men, but it seems 
to me that we need many more.

“ I feel sure that you will agree with me that, if the 
West Indies wish to be regarded, as they ought to be 
regarded, not as isolated and insignificant islands and 
territories of the Caribbean, but as a great province of 
the Empire, they must learn to co-operate more inti­
mately in matters of common concern—they must 
learn to speak with a common voice.”

The health of the Chairman was proposed by 
Sir Gilbert Grindle, K.C.M.G., C.B.

THE DEADLY HOUSE-FLY.
Sir Arthur Shipley’s statements as to the house 

fly being the source of typhoid, diarrhoea, and 
other diseases and complaints would find striking
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Mr. Darnley continued that he would not waste 
words on schemes of general federation. Co-operation 
was, however, another matter. Those who had walked 
a couple of hound puppies knew the effect of putting 
them on a leash. The only thing which produced a 
transient unity was the sight of a toothsome bone. 
Let them imagine half a dozen on one leash and they 
would get some idea of the unedifying spectacle which 
was occasionally presented when the West Indies were 
about some common enterprise.

Referring to the schemes which were in view for 
a new all-British cable and for the reform of the cur­
rency system, Mr. Darnley concluded :_

“ Among schemes of this kind, involving general co­
operation, we have already witnessed the rejection of 
several good ones; and the fate of even the best of 
them will always be uncertain until there are many 
more men who habitually look beyond the shores of 
their own islands—who have a clear vision over the

Lesser House flv.
(Homftiomyia caniaularis.)

the numerical abundance of I 
the City of Liverpool in 1921

house-flies to summer

confirmation—if that were needed—in the report 
of the Medical Officer of Health of the City of 
Liverpool for the year 1921. Dr. Hope, the official 
m question, publishes a diagram showing the con­
nection between the House Fly and deaths from 
diarrhoea which demonstrates anew that, as the flies 
become more abundant, the mortality increases 
to a corresponding extent, and vice-versa. It will 
be noted that the diagram (reproduced on this 
page) bears a close resemblance to the one repro­
duced with Sir Arthur Shipley’s article in The 
West India Committee Circular of July 20th 
which recorded results in Manchester in 1904.’ 
+ 3-er studying these diagrams, would venture 
to disbelieve that the House Fy, so unpleasantly 
prevalent m some parts of the West Indies, is the 
harbinger of disease?
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Barbados’ Favourable Crop Prospects.

Writing on September 20th, Mr. J. H. Wilkinson 
reports that during the previous ten days there were 
nice rains throughout the Island, in some places over 
six inches being recorded in one week. The canes 
have immediately responded, and with favourable 
weather for the balance of the year, the 1923 crop 
will still be a good one. Some parishes have, never­
theless, suffered very considerably, notably the top 
part of St. Philip, also part of Christ Church, where 
the canes were almost dying and cannot be expected, 
even given the most favourable weather, to show a 
good return next year; but on the whole the Island 
has a better crop, in Mr. Wilkinson’s opinion, than at 
this time last year.—The new theatre is nearing 
completion, and Mr. Rosenthal, the owner, hopes to 
be able to open it to the public by the middle of 
October. It is a very fine building and supplies a 
long-looked for requirement.—The oil company has 
been successful in obtaining a large supply of water 
at the Belle, and it is understood, the water has been 
tested and found suitable for drinking purposes, so 
that it would seem that if the Government now take 
the matter properly in hand, within a reasonable 
time there should again be a good supply in the 
Island.—The Lamport and Holt line of steamers are 
again making Barbados a port of call in their northern 
and southern voyages between America and Brazil, 
and the Advocate expects that there will be a large 
number of visitors passing through here during the 
Brazilian Centennial Exhibition.—Dr. Dalton left the 
Island on September 6th, on his resignation from the 
Headmastership of Harrison College, a post which he 
had held for sixteen years. Two days previously he 
was the recipient of the presentation of a cheque on 
behalf of the Parochial Council, with an accompany­
ing address read by Mr. E. B. Skeete, in token of their 
appreciation of the voluntary services he had rendered 
to the cathedral. Dean Shankland said that Cation 
Dalton’s simplicity of manner, his unfeigned humility, 
his unfailing courtesy and kindliness explained the 
character of the “scholar-priest” whom they had grown 
to love. Tributes were also paid by Mr. H. W. Lotty, 
and Mr. G. B. R. Burton.

Disposal of British Guiana Sugar Estates.
Three sugar estates were offered at auction by Mr. 

Percy Wight on August 31st, but in each case the 
reserve price was not reached. Plantation Hope, 
belonging to the British Guiana Sugar Factories, Ltd., 
with an area of 3,059 acres, of which 818 are ^der 
cane cultivation, 235 under rice, and 120 acres¡unde 
coconuts, was withdrawn when the bidding had risen 
to $19,000. The highest bid for Plantation Cove and 
John, East Coast (2,000 acres, of which 792 acres a1 
under cane) was $20,000, whilst $22,510 
for Plantation La Bonne Mère Mahaica, which has 
an area of 1,000 acres, of which 450 are under ca 
cultivation.—The question whether a Trade Repre 
sentative’s Office for the West 
established in London was discusseti by the George 
town Chamber of Commerce on •
President (Mr. C. Farrar) is reported by.
having said that they would all agree that X 
some such department in London w ere P * 
of the articles produced in the Colony won P 

and exhibited, and where some individual would sup­
ply information in connection with the various articles 
it would result in very great value to the Colony. 
Major Wood recognised the impossibility of having 
an agent to represent British Guiana alone, and it 
was therefore a matter for the West Indian Colonies 
and British Guiana joining together. Mr. Cassels, 
Mr. Strickland and Mr. Smellie having expressed 
themselves as in favour of such a scheme, it was 
decided to communicate with the Government 
accordingly.—Mr. W. H. Cook, I.S.O., Superintendent 
of the Alms House and Secretary of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, has retired after 41 years in the 
Colonial Government’s service.—Mr. R. H. Carr, Vice- 
President of the Northern Aluminium Co., and Chair­
man of Messrs. Sprostons, who has returned to the 
Colony, proposes to put the plant and railway of the 
Demerara Bauxite Co. in order, with a view to starting 
mining operations again at an early date. The new 
manager of the Bauxite Co., Mr. B. Barnes, accom­
panied Mr. Carr.—At the Chamber of Commerce meet­
ing on September 8th, a letter was read from Messrs. 
E. W. Turner & Son, of Liverpool, proposing the 
formation of a company to run a fortnightly passenger 
and cargo 14-knot service between the United Kingdom 
and the West Indies, the ships used to have consider­
able insulated space for fruit-carrying. Mr. C. Farrar, 
the President, remarking that it was unlikely at pre­
sent that either a subsidy from the (West Indian 
Governments, or the provision of local .capital would 
be available for this project at the present time, the 
matter was left over for further discussion.

Captain Elwin’s Death in Dominica.
The death took place on September 9th of Captain 

W. D. Elwin, M.A., Headmaster of the Dominica 
Grammar School and Sub-Inspector of Schools in the 
Presidency, and a member of The West India 
Committee.

Grenada’s Agricultural Development.
The West Indian announces the deaths, on September 

7th of Mrs. E. R- Kerr, mother of Hon. D. T. Kerr, 
Acting Chief of Police, and of Mrs. A. W. Lewis.— 
A branch of the Agricultural and Commercial Society 
has been started at Sauteurs under the aegis of Hon. 
D. S. De Freitas.—An ordinance assented to on August 
loth (No. 17 of 1922) empowers the Governor to borrow 
through the Crown Agent, whenever authorised to 
do so by means of Treasury Bills, for a denomination 
of ¿1’000 and multiples of that amount.

Chinese Immigration into Jamaica.
The question of the influx of Chinese into the 

Island continues to be much discussed locally Mr 
F A Judah, a City Councillor of Kingston, has put 
forward the proposal that the bond money (¿30) lodged 
bv each Chinese immigrant should be retained until 
his departure, the interest accruing therefrom being 
credited to the civic poor relief funds. Meanwhile 
the dictation test is being strictly enforced -Major 
w H Plant, who has returned from a holiday trip 
to Canada, complains in an interview with the Gliner 
that owing to want of advertising, he finds that the 
regular sailings of the Government Mercantile Marine 
to Jamaica are quite unknown in Canada even by 
those who should be principally interested.—Pen­
keepers and butchers have sent a memorial to the 
Governor, petitioning for regulations restricting the 
filtering of meat to those who possess a licence 
to df so They point out that it is open to any person
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to slaughter stock at any time in any place.—The 
Governor has assented to a law (No. 7 of 1922) to 
extend for a further twenty years rights granted to 
the Direct West India Cable Co. in 1898, the rate to 
the general public for messages between the United 
Kingdom and Jamaica not to exceed three shillings 
per word during that time.—The proposal to amal­
gamate Kingston and St. Andrew is attracting a great 
deal of attention at present, and both sides are hold­
ing public meetings for and against the scheme. In 
the main, Kingston is in favour of the idea, and St. 
Andrew against. Whatever the outcome may be, it is 
hoped that the city will proceed with the long-delayed 
improvements which are vitally necessary. A con­
ference of the Parochial Boards Association was held 
at the office of the Kingston General Commissioners 
on August 17th, to discuss the proposed change in the 
Constitution of the Parochial Boards, and subsequently 
the delegates lunched with His Excellency and 
attended a conference at Headquarter House.—The 
death is recorded of Mrs. Ellis Levy, wife of Mr. Ellis 
Levy, a very prominent member of the Kingston 
mercantile community.—In his report for last year, 
Major Lewis Thomas states that the year’s working 
.of the Government Railway resulted in a loss of 
¿27,756, but that the train service has been brought up 
to a reasonable standard of efficiency, and many 
economies have been effected.

St Lucia’s New Constitution.
The Advisory Board, consisting of Hon. W. V. 

Degazxm, Hon. George Williams, Hon. G. M. Peter, 
Mr. A. R. C. Mallet, Mr. L. T. Augier McVane, Mr. 
F. G. Westall and Mr.. W. W. Palmer, met the 
Governor and the Administrator on September 8th 
to discuss the proposed new Constitution for St. Lucia. 
The qualifications of electors were decided upon as 
follows :—Net income of £50 and the ownership of real 
property to the value of ¿200 over and above all en­
cumbrances. It was agreed that the Legislative 
Council, which should sit for three years, should con­
sist of 12 members, 6 official members, 3 elected and 
3 nominated members.

Income Tax in St. Kitts;

Considerable excitement has been manifested over 
the local Finance Ordinance, which was passed re­
cently. Merchants protested against this measure on 
the grounds that it exempted the planters from taxa­
tion, and that with the surplus funds available in the 
Colony there was no need of an income tax at all. This 
protest they backed up by asserting their determina­
tion to close down their stores if necessary. Cabled 
correspondence then passed between the Administrator 
and the Governor, in which the latter pointed out that 
the Colony’s revenue was far from being in such a 
favourable state as it was sought to make out, that 
fresh taxation was imperative, rendering necessary a 
poll-tax, if other sources of revenue failed, and 
threatening that if the stores closed down, the Govern­
ment would themselves open a provision store in the 
Customs building to supply the inhabitants’ needs.

Trinidad’s Banned Imports.

The Governor, under the Plant Protection Ordinance 
1919, has prohibited the importation of cacao plants 
and beans from any part of the mainland of South 
America, except cured cacao beans from Venezuela 
and Colombia, and of all cotton seed, seed cotton and 
ginned cotton, except under a permit issued by the 
Director of Agriculture.—Remarkable disclosure^ con­

cerning the trip to England last summer of Mr. W. H. 
Bishop, Secretary of the Trinidad Working Men’s 
Association, came to light during the hearing of an 
action for damages against a motor-car proprietor 
by a member of the Association. During the visit, 
Mr. Bishop was entertained by the English Labour 
Party, to whom, according to a letter from him which 
was read in Court, he reported a loss of over ¿100, 
and was accordingly advanced money. Now, 
however, he admitted in cross-examination that the 
extent of his loss was about ¿13.

At a meeting of the Legislative Council on Septem­
ber 15th, the Governor stated that he concurred in the 
report of the Special Committee which recommended 
the establishment of an Agricultural Bank, and he was 
forwarding the report for the Secretary of State’s 
approval before introducing legislation for the purpose. 
—Mr. F. R. Cutler, Acting Collector of Customs, in­
troduced in the Legislative Council on September 15th 
amendments increasing certain of the duties in the 
Customs Ordinance. He stated that the policy of 
freeing British foodstuffs by heavy duties on luxuries 
had not brought all the revenue desired. After mature 
consideration, it had now been decided that it was 
preferable in order to carry on essential public works 
and thereby give employment to a large amount of 
labour, and to meet other expenditure, to revise the 
Customs tariff with a view to obtaining more revenue, 
taxing luxuries to their highest limits and touching 
necessities of life, foodstuffs, etc., as little as possible. 
He estimated the present changes would bring in 
/.i 00,000.

New York Waters Grand Turk.

Water was still being brought from New York when 
the latest report of the Direct West India Cable Co. 
was written, the continuation of the drought causing 
the water question to be a serious one. During what 
are usually regarded by shipping interests as the 
“ hurricane months ” in this part of the world, busi­
ness has been very quiet. In the Caicos group, all 
vegetation has dried up, so that without sweet 
potatoes and yams, etc., the inhabitants are in a bad 
way. Fortunately, employment has been found for 
the men by the Bull Line of steamers, whose steamers 
now call at Cockburn Harbour for labourers. Cotton 
reports are favourable. Large shipments of dried 
conchs are being made to Hayti. The sponge business 
appears to be brightening up, and shipments are bein<r 
made to Nassau and New York. Quantities of sisal 
are being hand-cleaned in the Caicos Islands for ship­
ment to the United States, where, however, it does 
little more at present than cover expenses.

Tobago’s Political Activity.

T,rtr’ Reid> writing under date September
12th, states that on September 4th a public meeting 
Znd Ca r« politicians and others“
and a resolution was passed in favour of Tobago 

Ve RePres“tative on the Legislative 
Council (on the same conditions as the other wards 
orTrinidad and Tobago). On 6th inst. His Excel™.cv 
hab^X^UT'^ a meeting of the leading in- 
the resolution X .retluest. At this meeting
sentS and n ‘ PT',O'lS pub]ic meeting was pre- 
Of X, d unanimously endorsed. Captain Short 
at the CouncilSUTShît£d V1’. b65’*165 a representative 
Warden with ’ d°^g° S?°Uld tave a Commissioner- 
waruen with advisers from the thrpp /lidrîM-
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pleasure in conveying the resolution of the meeting 
to the Government, and that Captain Short’s and other 
suggestions would receive his careful consideration. 
The Governor’s opening speech and closing remarks 
were received with cheers, ending with the singing 
of “God save the King.”—The Governor visited 
various departments and public institutions, and left 
for Port of Spain by R.M.S. Belize on the 7th. It is 
worthy of note that the Governor and party and some 
others motored from Port of Spain to join the Belize at 
Toco, and arrived at Scarborough in about eight hours 
from Port of Spain. It only requires a frequent ser­
vice between Toco and Scarborough to bring Tobago 
into very close touch with Trinidad, and no doubt this 
matter will be considered when funds and circum­
stances permit.—The Jury Sessions were also held at 
Scarborough on September 6th. There were three 
cases for trial, one being for murder, the first case 
for many years in Tobago. The jury failed to agree, 
and this unfortunate case is postponed till next 
sessions.—The weather has been piping hot for the 
last two weeks with very light winds, chiefly from 
W. and S.W. The light showers were not sufficient 
to keep earth or air cool, and a three inches downpour 
on 10th inst. was most acceptable.

GEOLOGY OF BRITISH HONDURAS.

“ Petroleum not Worth Considering.”

Mr. L. H. Owrer, the Government Geologist of 
British Honduras, has drawn up a report on the 
results of his first year’s investigations into the geo­
logical conditions of that Colony. He states that 
British Honduras “being only a small coastal patch 
of Central America,” he has included some obser­
vations made in the adjoining republics of Mexico 
and Guatemala. Viewed from this larger stand­
point, the outstanding feature is the great deposit 
of limestone that extends from near the mouth of 
the Rio Hondo right along the Mexican and 
Guatemala junction to meet the sea again at 
Livingston. This limestone extending into British 
Honduras covers a large portion of the Colony, but 
future work will, Mr. Ower thinks, enable it to be 
subdivided.

Mr. Ower divides the geological formations in 
British Honduras as follows :—

Recent alluvials, swamps, low-level pinebelts, 
and cayes.
Eocene limestones.
Cretaceous Toledo beds.
Jurassic granitic intrusions.

The metamorphic rocks now consisting of schists, 
slates and beds, quartzites and gneisses have under­
gone alteration of texture, and have been forced 
into a highly inclined position by the granitic in­
trusions. Numerous quartz reefs are found asso­
ciated with those rocks. Samples of those rocks 
have been sent to England for assay for gold, ana 
a more thorough investigation of these loads will 
be made next season. Almost any metallic mineral 
may occur in this type of country, but none have 
yet come to his notice. Although not so favourable 
as the metamorphies, the granite may also yield 
minerals.

Except for quarrying as a limestone the cal­
careous rocks which in place exceed 800 feet in 
thickness, are unlikely to be of economic value.

The Toledo beds may possibly contain minerals of 
commercial value, but the survey is not sufficiently 
advanced to warrant a definite statement.

On arriving in this colony, Mr. Ower states that he 
found the residents enthusiastic about the prospects 
of oil in the Colony, but he has not yet seen rocks 
that would serve as the source of petroleum or 
reservoirs for its accumulation, and nobody has 
yet come forward prepared to show him any seepage 
of petroleum products.

Mr. Wilmoth, the oil geologist recently sent out 
by the Scottish American Oil Co., has had the same 
experience, and Mr. Beeby Thompson makes similar 
statements in his report. The Mexican fields are 
300 miles outside British Honduras, and the Guate­
mala seepages 35 miles. The Northern portion of 
British Honduras consists of alluvials getting 
thinner and more calcareous to the South Westward 
with the marls and limestones that join the North 
Eastern portion of the province of Peten (Guate­
mala) getting more prominent. It is believed that 
these beds are over 1,000 feet in thickness, and 
the only way to ascertain the underlying strata 
would be by boring, a process unlikely to be adopted 
without having very strong evidence of underlying 
mineral wealth. For this reason Mr. Ower is de­
voting very little time to the country between the 
Hondo and Belize Rivers.

After giving an account of the geological history 
of British Honduras as far as he is able to recon­
struct it, Mr. Ower proceeds to sum up his recom­
mendations for the present utilisation of the 
Colony’s natural recources.

“ Petroleum. Not worth considering under present 
conditions.

“ Other fossil fuels. Unlikely to occur.
“ Metallic minerals. Country favourable, but 

nothing of value to date.
“ Non-metalHc minerals. Possible—but nothing of 

value to date.
“ Rare stones, earth, etc. Possible but nothing of 

value to date.
“ Clays, limestone, etc. To supply local require­

ments only.
“ Grazing.—By opening trials round the head of 

Sibun River, an area of about 650 square miles of well 
grassed mountain pine ridge, watered by permanent 
streams, could easily be given access to the coast at 
Stann Creek or Riversdale.

“Hydro Electric Power.-There are permanent moun­
tain streams suitable for any local development and 
within reasonable distance of Belize or Stann Creek.

“The only route for a main railway is from Belize to 
Cayo as surveyed in 1896 over a level track without 
engineering difficulties. Peten could be tapped, but it 
is not a rich province. If any mineral or other deve­
lopment should take place in the Mountain Pine 
Ridge, a branch line should be run up the most con­
venient valley. Should the mahogany to the south 
of Vaca be sufficient to justify a railway, I suggest 
that an investigation be made of the feasibility of con­
necting this area by a tramway commencing at Seven 
Hills, Punta Gorda, and following the divide between 
the Rio Grande and Bladen Branch. This would also 
open up the country surrounding the Toledo settle­
ment, which is some of the best agricultural land in 
the Colony A small extension of the Riversdale 
tramway beyond the South Stann Creek gorge would 
give a large fertile valley easy access to shipping 
facilities.”
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THE TRAGEDY OF A GOVERNOR. THE GOVERNORS OF JAMAICA.

Sir Frederick Robinson’s Ancestry.

Mr. V. L. Oliver, editor of Caribbeana, the 
publication of which all interested in West Indian 
genealogy hope may be resumed some day, kindly 
furnishes The Circular with the following note 
regarding Sir Frederick P. Robinson, to whose 
distressing bereavements reference was made in 
last issue.*

The families of both Robinson and Philipse enjoyed 
great distinction in colonial society. Geo.Washington, 
too, was an intimate friend. Oliver Stephen Van Cort- 
landt. Secretary to the Dutch Governor of New York in 
1629, was granted the extensive manors of Yonkers and 
Cortlandt, and died in 1699, leaving, with three sons, 
a third daughter Catherine, born in 1652, who mar­
ried Frederick Philipse, a wealthy Dutchman, who 
emigrated to New York in 1658, where he patented 
lands on the Hudson River, known as Philipsbourgh, 
of 150 square miles, and Fredericksbourgh, of 240 
square miles.f They had one son, Philip (born in 
1676, died in 1700), in Barbados, who married in 
1697 Maria, youngest daughter of Governor Sparkes 
of that island. Their elder son Frederick, born there 
in 1698, died at New York in 1750, having married, in 
1726, Johanna, youngest daughter of Anthony Brock­
holes, Governor of the Province. They left two sons 
and two daughters, of whom Susanna, the elder one, 
who was born in 1727, married Colonel Beverley Rob­
inson (son of John Robinson, President of Virginia 
and great-nephew of John Robinson, Bishop of London 
and Lord Privy Seal). She inherited from her father 
one-third of Fredericksbourgh, and her husband, being 
a prominent Loyalist, their property was confiscated, 
and they settled in Bath, where he died 9th April, 1792, 
aged 70, and she in November, 1822, aged 94. Their 
five sons all occupied prominent positions, two' in New 
Brunswick and three in the British Army. Frederick 
Philipse Robinson, the fourth son, was a very dis­
tinguished officer. He was born in the Highlands near 
New York in September, 1763, entered the army at an 
early age, served with Grey in the West Indies in 
1793, and later in the Peninsula and Canada, receiving 
the K.C.B. in 1815. He was gazetted Governor of 
Tobago on 13th February, 1816, Lieut.-General 1825, 
G.C.B. 1838, and General 1841, and died at Hove 
1st January, 1852, aged 88.—[“ Gent. Mag.”, p. 188.] 
His first wife was Grace, daughter of Tho. Boles, of 
Charlville,, who died in Pimlico in child-bed 27th May, 
1806, having had a numerous family 4 Sir Frederick 
then married, in 1811, Ann, daughter of — Ferni- 
hough, of Stafford, who died in Tobago in 1823.

Authorities : Sabine’s American Loyalists, “ Gent. 
Mag.,” Burke’s L. Gentry.

[A pedigree of Robinson appeared in the “ Virginia 
Magazine,” vols. xv. and xvi., and of Philipse, in the 
“ New England Register,” vol. x., which I have not 
seen.]

* The West India Committee Circular, No. 626, 
page 446.

t The huge land grant of 390 square miles to the first 
Philipse settler was probably not worth much when the 
country was sparsely populated. In Antigua no grants 
were to exceed 1,000 acres—a wise provision to encourage 
settlers.

J Harriet whose tombstone is at Tobago, d. 1819 aged 
10.'.b. 1809, three years after her mother’s death, so there 
must be an error somewhere. Fred. Philipse R. probably a 
son was m. in 1819 at St. Geo., Hanover Sq.

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XII.—William, 2nd Earl of Inchiquin.

(Continued from page 4-56 and concluded.)
In July the Governor told the Council :—
“ The cheife ends of my calling you together was 

that you might take due measures for your owne pre­
servation in this troublesome time of warr, and the 
indemnifying of the Inhabitants of this Island (who 
have suffered by the invasion of the enemy) which 
you are bound to doe by your own Law : and to lay

The Arms of William 2nd Earl of Inchiquin, 
Governor of Jamaica.

Quarterly 1st and 4th gules three lions passant guardant in 
pale per pale or and argent for O’Bryen 2nd argent three piles 
meeting in point issuing from the chief gules 3rd or a pheon 
azure: Crest Issuing from a cloud an arm embowed brandishing 
a sword argent pommel and hilt or. Supporters : Two lions 
guardant perfesse or and argent. Mottoes Vigueur de dessus 
over the crest. The strong hand uppermost.
before you the exigency of the Government, in hopes 
you would have taken it so far into your considera­
tion as to have enabled mee to doe something for your 
Protection & towards ye discharging of near ¿8,000 
Debt incurred upon your Acct : most of it before my 
coming to the Island and some since. You have in­
deed past a bill for the raising of 4780 & odd Pounds 
towards the maintaining of a Sloop and repairing the 
Losses of the Sufferers. But (as it were with the same 
breath) you vote and pass a bill too in a matter the 
King had not taken into his consideration as Several! 
of you know which I take to be a great disrespect to 
him besides that it intirely takes away his revenue, 
there not being any mention made that I can hear off 
in 7 or 8 weeks time that you have satt of anv 
revival! for what was granted to the Crowne by the 
21 years Act, or of any equivalent for it, Only I under­
stand by a messuage I some time since received from 
you that you had once read and past a Bill for raising 
a duty of 40s. p. head upon negroes exported, some­
thing upon wine imported, the first is absolutely re­
pugnant to the Comands I have received from the 
King (which is not unknown to many of you) & 
should it pass would in my Judgment be highly pre­
judicial! to the Kingdome of England and this Island, 
it being the greatest blow that can be given to trade,
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which is the life of this place and which I am bound to 
encourage and Protect and will doe it.
“And now you send me a messuage to desire the 

expediteing of two Bills, the one tending to the dis- 
truction of ye Government, the other to the affront­
ing of mee, neither of which (in my opinion) require 
so much hast as that for releaving—of the poor 
sufferers and the preventing of others from falling 
under the same calamities : But that Bill (it seems) 
you think fitt to lay aside till you see what I will doe 
with the others, tho yesterday I sent you a messuage 
to press the expediting of itt which you vouchsafed 
to answer only with another messuage.

This is such a way of Proceeding that I cannot (in 
behalf of ye King, ye Government : all traders & ye 
Generality of the Planters, who I have a very good 
opinion of) but highly resent.

I wish you may never stand in need of that Justice 
and Charity which you have by these measures denied 
your poor neighbors but that GOD (who is a GOD of 
Justice as well as Mercy) will avenge the cause of 
the Poor upon them & theires who have been the 
Oppressors of them.

“ When I came to this Island I found a flame 
kindled among you, which I took some pains to 
quench and had in a great measure done it, but 
(since your meeting) I find some turbulent spirits 
have added new fewell, therefore to prevent the in­
crease of a fire that may be fatall to the Island though 
you have a speaker and severall other among you 
whome I highly esteeme and am persuaded of theire 
being well affected to the Government (since I cannot 
say so much of the Major part of you) I think it neces- 
sary in the King & Queens name to dissolve you and 
you are hereby accordingly dissolved.

But now I have further to say to you Gentn : yt. 
since you did not think it fitting to make a Congratu­
latory Address to so gracious a King as you have it 
is not fitt for me to receive one from you, therefore 
there’s your Address again!”

The minutes of the Council record : 66 And then 
it was thrown to them with some contempt.”

Thus culminated the considerable opposition 
which Inchiquin had received from a section of the 
Assembly whose temper had been ruffled by Albe­
marle’s arbitrary government, and whom he 
treated in a somewhat tactless manner. Disputes 
with the Assembly, added to troubles arising from 
incursions by French cruisers on the seaside plan­
tations, the result of the war, plunderings by the 
runaway slaves, the original maroons, and an out­
break of slaves in Clarendon undermined his con­
stitution. After nineteen months of worry, he 
died on Saturday, January 16th, 1691-2, “ after 
long indisposition through fever and plague which 
ended in a flux,” and was buried that night in the 
parish church of St. Jago de la Vega. Until re­
cently there had been nothing to mark the spot. 
A memorial brass was, however, erected in the 
cathedral by the present Lord Inchiquin to com­
memorate the share which the second Earl of 
Inchiquin took in controlling the destiny of 
Jamaica at a most anxious period. The inscrip­
tion runs as follows :—

In memory of
William O’Brien, 2nd Earl of Inchiquin, 

Governor of Jamaica
From 31st May, 1690, till 16th January, 1691-2, 

When he died of fever at St. Jago de la Vega,
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And was buried in this Church.
Erected in 1912 by Lucius W., XVth Baron 

Inchiquin.
In connection with his governorship of Tangier 
he has been described as “ a well-meaning, impul­
sive man, devoid of discretion.” That description 
seems equally applicable to his Jamaica career.

James O’Brien returned with his mother to 
England at his father’s death.

By his first wife, Lady Margaret Boyle, third 
daughter of Roger first Earl of Orrery, Inchiquin 
had three sons, of whom the third, James, was, 
as we have seen, a member of the Council of 
Jamaica and chief of an expedition that destroyed 
the French settlements in Hispaniola.

He married secondly Elizabeth, youngest 
daughter and co-heiress of George Lord Chandos, 
and widow of Lord Herbert of Cherbury. By he» 
he had no issue. She married thirdly Lord 
Howard, of Escrick.

From the terms of his will it is evident that 
Inchiquin was financially interested in the Assiento 
Company, which had been established in 1689.

A portrait of the Earl of Inchiquin is in the 
History Gallery of the Institute of Jamaica. It 
is a photograph from an oil painting by Mary 
Beale, at Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare. Mary 
Beale, née Cradock, who formed her style on that 
of Lely, was one of the best female portrait painters 
of the 17th century, and was employed by many 
of the most important personages of her time, 
including Charles II., the Duke of Monmouth, 
Archbishop Tillotson, John Milton, and several 
persons of note in Ireland.

The Government bought of Lady Inchiquin 
goods for the use of the Government to the value 
of £90; these included the “King and Queen’s 
picture,” valued at £20.

Inchiquin’s will, dated 14th January, 1691, is 
in the Record Office at Spanish Town.

To the poor of the parish of St. Katherine, £50 
he gave “ for their immediate necessities ” ; to 
his heir, William Lord O’Bryen, who was well pro­
vided for, his money and effects with his agents; 
to his son James he gave all his interests in the 
Assiento, and the residue of his property in 
Jamaica and his share in the ship A dventure ; to 
his secretary, George Reeve, his interest in the 
sloop Queen Mary and the management of the 
A.dventuTe. He also made a bequest of £200 to 
his esteemed friend, Symon Musgrave, the 
Attorney-General. To his wife, he left all his 
plate “ made up in Jamaica,” his “ old plate ” 
going to his heir. One rather wonders what kind 
of gold or silversmith’s work was then done in 
Jamaica, and where the plate now is.

Whatever climatic troubles they may experi­
ence from time to time, planters in the West 
Indies may congratulate themselves upon escap­
ing frost. It sounds strange to hear that sugar­
cane cultivation in the Argentine was affected more 
than usually by frost last year. This, among 
other circumstances, turned a profit of £171,582 
in the preceding year into a loss of £2,630 m the 
case of Leach’s Argentine Estates, Ltd.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The views expressed by correspondents under this head­
ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

The Green Lime Trade.
Sir,—The number of barrels of green limes 

used to be included in the published exports of St. 
Lucia, but your List of Produce required of the Trea­
surer here did not include same, therefore it has been 
omitted in recent informations. As this item is of 
sufficient interest, perhaps you might be willing to 
add it to your published Lists of Produce, and thus 
communicate with the Treasurer here to supply you 
with the desired information about same.

Statistics show : For 6 months to 30th June, 1922.
T° Green Limes. Oranges. Pine Apples. Mangoes.

Barbados 33 barrels 229,326 1,102 1,627 pkgs.
Bermuda 68 „ — 432 23
Canada 30 „ 180 — —
United

States 2,790 ,, — __ __
The packages of mangoes to Barbados are of an 

average of 700 each; also there were shipped tb Bar­
bados 286 packages of mixed fruits. Mangoes shipped 
to New York per s.s. Matura arrived there after seven 
days in perfect condition, and a telegram was received 
here ordering a second shipment, made on 25th July 
per s.s. Guiana, of 51 packages. The fruit trade of 
St. Lucia is worthy of development, and all encourage­
ment should be given to it. Can you help ? The 
Canadian Merchant Marine has invited us to ship 
20,000 bunches of bananas per fortnight from next 
April, but this is too soon. They would put on their 
Cardiff to Glasgow steamers fitted out for the fruit 
trade in the West Indies.

Firewood, 165,996 cub. ft. to Barbados; charcoal, 
186,895 lbs- to Barbados and 4,900 lbs. to Bermuda, 
also to 30th June, 1922.

Yours faithfully,
The Caribbean General Agency, 

Dominica. V. G. Monplaisir.
[We shall be very glad to endeavour to adopt Mr. 

Monplaisir’s suggestion. We agree that the fruit trade of 
u and lndeed- of tbe West Indies generally,

should be capable of expansion. It is remarkable that 
while oranges are now imported into the United Kingdom 
from such distant countries as Australia and South Africa, 
only one island of the West Indies, which should be less 
than a fortnight’s steam from the mother-country now 
ships oranges to this country.—Ed.]

Columbus’ Telescope.
Sir,—A paragraph in the Daily Mail of the 2nd 

instant gave prominence to the indignation expressed 
+ Bi/ZZefin of the French Astronomical Society 

at what it termed the “ latest example of the general 
ignorance of matters astronomical,” as exemplified in 
the issue of a new (sic) |d. stamp for St. Kitts-Nevis 
showing Columbus looking through a spy-glass; a re- 

«tamp being given. Apparently, the 
Editor of The Bulletin and the writer of the paragraph 
are as ill-informed on matters philatelic as the general 
public are alleged to be on matters astronomical; for 
the stamp in question (of which the one reproduced 
may be a. reprint) was issued as far back as 1903 the 
anachronism being observed and commented upon at 
the time in some of the stamp papers and certain of 
the public Press The West India Committee Circular 
being (if I recollect aright) amongst the latter.

m 1 c w Yours faithfully,
Wimbledon S.W. w. H> PorteR.

October 6th, 1922.

SOME COMPANY NOTES.
The Colonial Bank.

The accounts for the half-year ended June 30th show a 
net profit of ¿£53,600 (as compared with ¿£126,578 and 
¿£75,600 for the same periods in 1920 and 1921 respectively), 
making, with the balance brought forward from the pre­
ceding half-year, a total of ¿£81,766. After providing 
¿£30,000 for bad and doubtful debts, the Directors recom­
mend a dividend of 8% per annum (as compared with 
10% per annum last year). This will absorb £26,100 
leaving ¿£28,666 to be carried forward. The Court have 
also thought it advisable to transfer the sum of ¿£100,000 
from the Reserve Account, in view of the possibility of 
further provision being required for doubtfid debts.

With regard to the West Indies the directors state tliat 
the material advance in the price of sugar has improved 
the outlook, though trade, generally, is slow to recover 
from the severe depression. The prospects for the growing 
sugar crops are most encouraging.
Trinidad Western Oilfields, Ltd.

A petition for the winding-up of the Trinidad Western 
Oilfields, Ltd., will be heard on October 17th. This com­
pany was registered on October 11th, 1919, to acquire from 
H. G. Simpson the freehold, with mining and oil rights 
for 21 years, of the Aripero Estate, in the ward of 
Oropouche, Trinidad, and mining and oil leases over a 
further 138 acres adjoining. The consideration was ¿£65,000 
cash. The capital is ¿£150,000 in 600,000 shares of 5/- each, 
of which 400,000 shares are issued and fully paid. There 
was no public issue, but 400,000 shares were subscribed 
by Messrs. Munroe, Wadham & Co., Ltd., for cash at par 
less 10 per cent, commission. Particulars of the company 
were advertised on February 24th, 1920. The board, as set 
out in Skinner's Oil and Petroleum Manual, 1922, is: Chair­
man, Sir A. C. T. Beck, M.P., and the Directors the Earl 
of Carrick, Lieut.-Colonel C. M. C. Rudkin, D.S.O., Mr. 
A. B. Dulgenan, and Mr. T. W. Richards, and the technical 
adviser Mr. J. R. Falconer.

A TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE.
Imperialist’s ” successor in the Financier of 

October 9 th writes
M bile the campaign for the appointment of a Trade 

Commissioner in London is being actively carried on in the 
Rest Indies, the old-established West India Committee 
continues in its sphere of undiminished usefulness in 
-filtering trade relationship between the Mother Country 
and her Daughter Colonies in the Caribbean.

“ The progressive spirit which animates this ancient asso- 
c.atmn is demonstrated in its removal to more commodious 
premises at I t, Trinity Square, where the ever-increasing 
work of the Committee can be carried on in more com­
modious and more convenient premises. The new offices 
are on the first floor of a modern building close to the 
1 ± . 1 nd°n fine premises, and will be a
comfortable centre of West Indian activities in the 
Empire s capital.”

fouling have been amongst visitors to 
the West India Committee’s new rooms at 14, 
innity Square :—
D^n Allderson> Colonel W. C. Anderson,

.S.° Mi. F. C. S Bascom, Mr. Robert Brvson, Mr.

A- H- Darnel-Smith, Mr. Hamel 
Hamel-Smith, Mr. F. H. Hopkinson, Mr. Samuel 
Manmng, Hon. Gideon Murray, M.P., Mr T W B.

Mr G. Pile,

M?: ?:
Wilson, Mr. L. Ashenheim, Hon. William Morrison.
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. Camito, 
September 26th :—

Mrs. H. E. Allwood 
Mr. H. A. Allback 
Mr. C. Bekker-Hansen 
Mr. & Mrs. W. G. V.

Blogg
Mr. W. Bourke 
Mr. H. M. Brandon 
Miss N. D’Costa 
Mr. N. Crombie 
Mr. & Mrs. G. H.

Deerr
Mr. & Mrs. D. A.

Delgado 
Mr. H. A. Evelyn 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Gillies 
Miss G. M. Gillies 
Mr. & Mrs. E. E.

Hazard

Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Hide
Mr. C. Hope Levy
Mr. H. W. Knox
Mr. O. Lambert
Mrs. H. V. Lindo & 

family
Mrs. W. F. M.

Lougbnan
Mr. & Mrs. C. H.

Masse
Mr. B. O. Minott
Mrs. G. Mills
The Misses Mills (2)
Mrs. E. B. Myers 
Lt.-Col. & Mrs. A. E.

Norton
Mr. H. W. Redder

Hon. & Mrs. J - H.
Phillipps 

Mr. & Mrs. W. E.
Powell 

Mrs. D. Pringle 
The Misses Pringle 
Mr. L. P. Purton 
The Misses Purton (2) 
Miss G. Rule 
Mr. H. F. Sasso 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L.

Staingar 
Mr. H. G. Swithenbank 
Miss J. Thorpe 
Miss T. Verley 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Vernon 

Tate
Mr. J. W. Wicks

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. Motagua, 
October 3rd :—

Capt. W. B.
Churchill-Longman 

Mr. P. Conacher 
Hon. & Mrs. H. H.

Cousins
Miss J. E. Cousins 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Craig 
Mrs. S. B. Cripps 
Mr. R. E. Crum-Ewing 
Mr. & Mrs. G. P.

Dewar
Mr. & Mrs. T. P.

Evelyn
The Misses Evelyn (2) 
Capt. J. Hamilton 
Mr. C. H. Hancock

Mr. & Mrs. E. Harvey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. M.

Henderson
Mrs. W. G- Hendriks 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Isaacs 
Rev. & Mrs. G. H.

Leader
Mrs. H. G. deLisser 
Mrs. M. Litchfield 
Miss C. Lothian 
MissR. S. Mackay 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. G.

Mair
The Misses Mair (2) 
Mrs. A- Miller

MissD. M. T. Miller 
Miss M. Motta 
Brig.-Gen. Moulton-

Barrett, C.B., C.M.G.
Mrs. A. S. Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Scott 
Mr. H. P. Sewell 
Miss B. M. Shepperd 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Smith 
Rev. R. S. Stewart 
Miss J. M. S. Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. O. Tratt 
Mr. A. Watson-Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. S. A.

Wolton

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Bayano, Avonmouth
September 30th :—

Mr. C. H. Browne
Miss A. M. Browne 
Major & Mrs. A. M.

Benett & family
Mrs. R. Carusi 
Mr. L. K. Davidson 
Mrs. J. de Brandon

The Misses'de Brandon 
.Mr. R. de la Guardia 

Mrs. M. L. de
Portocarrero 

Mr. J. A. Hawkes 
Mr. G. A. Henriques

Mr. H. Lindo
Mrs. M. A. Lightburn
Mr. C. Lopez
Mr. M- Malcolm
Mrs. H. Moxsy
Mr. & Mrs, J. E. Smith 
Mr. C. E. L. Verley

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to Wes 
September 30th :—

Dr. H. Alston
Mr. H. W. Alston 
Mr. H. C. Amy 
Mr. H. W. C. Annable 
Mrs. R. Bruce

Archibald 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Arthur 
Mrs. R. D. Barnett 
Mrs. R. H. Barry 
Mr. H. Bishop 
Dr. J. A. Browne 
Mr. H. Caldecourt 
Mr. L. Caro 
Mr. C. Dales 
Mr. H. W. Day 
Mr. W. J. Dickson 
Lt.-Col- LI. Evans 
Mr. W. C. Flitton 
Mr. F. F. C. Gill

Indies from -, in s.s. Stuyvesant,

Mr. & Mrs. E. L.
Greene 

Mr. & Mrs. G. B.
Haining 

The Misses Haining (3) 
Mr. J. J. Halliday 
Mrs. A. E. Hayde 
The Misses M. and J.

Haynes
Mr. L. I- Henzell 
Lt.-Col. LI.

Hinds-Howell
Mrs. F. Howard 
Mrs. H. Hunter 
Master B. King 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lawrie 
Miss J. Lawrie 
Mr. A. F. Levitt 
Mr. & Mrs. J. H.

Macfarlane

Sir Charles and Lady 
Major

Mr. & Mrs. H. W.
McCrow 

The Misses McCrow (3) 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. D.

Moulder
The Misses Murphy (2) 
Sir Charles and Lady 

O’Brien
The Misses O’Brien (2) 
Mrs. A. Pereira 
Miss I. Pereira 
Mr. A. Moody Stuart 
Mr. M. Moody Stuart 
Miss D. L. Waite 
Mrs. M. J. Weber 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A.

Yearwood

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Crynssen,
Plymouth, October 2nd :—

Mr. & Mrs. Francis 
Austin & family

Mt. Fred Bailey 
Mr. John Ballardie 
Mr. Isaac Capriles

Mr. Eric Collymore 
Mr. Hilton Gooding 
Mr. William Hammond 
Mr. William Jeffrey 
Mr. William Nowell

Mr. Harry O’Reilly 
Mr. Ernest Pearce 
Mr. Lionel Reeves 
Mr. Trves Skinner

5%

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Specialist, 

September 30th:—:
Mr. & Mrs. Davis The Misses Kirbey (2) Mr. H. ’ihom 
The Misses Davis (2) Mrs. Maggs & family

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.
Mr. L. G. Alston 
Hon. J. P. Auld, M.I.C.E. 
Mr. F. C. Archer 
Mrs. S. Archer 
Mr. F. E. W. G. Austin 
Mrs. A. Bagot 
Mr. P. A. A. Bartlett 
Mr. Janies Black 
Capt. W. Bowring, M.B.E. 
Mr. G. G. Brown 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. H. Gordon Burr 
Miss E. Burton 
Mr. M. P. Camacho 
Mr. E. H. Canning 
Mr. G. O. Case 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens, V.D. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke. B.A., M.B. 
Mr. F. A. Corea 
Mr. & Mrs. Ivor C. Daniels 
Mr. A. Cory Davies
Lt. Col. Robert Deane, O.B.E. 
Mr. K. McM. de Roux 
Mr. F. J. Evans 
Hon. H. Ferguson 
Mr. Joseph N. Fox 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. C. C. George 
Mr. W. Gordon Gordon 
Mr. Arc ibald Gordon 
Mr. Gordon Graham 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Mr. P. Lechmere Guppy 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. A. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. H. Hamel-Smith 
Mr. Alick G. Hamlyn 
Mr. V. Hanschell 
Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G. 
Mr. S. M. Haughton-James 
Mr. A. K- Petrie Hay- 
Mr. O. T. Henderson 
Mr. L. M. Hobson 
Mr. F. W. Hopkinscn 
Mr. G. F. Huggins, O.B.E

FT. E. Sir Eyre Hutson, K.C.M.G. 
Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
Mr. S. M. Jacobsen 
Mr. H. I. Jeffers 
Mr. Archibald Johnston 
Mr. H. Jason Jones 
Hon. W. G. Kay 
Capt. O. H. Keeling 
Mr. C. H. Kinch 
Mr. G. Laffitte 
Mr. Dudley Leacock 
Mr. L. J. Lee 
Mr. K. S. Longley 
Hon. J. Challenor Lynch 
Mr. Samuel Manning 
Mr. E. S. Mason 
Dr. H. Gray Massiah 
Mr. G. C. May 
Mr. John Mclnroy 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
Mr. J. C. McLelland 
Mr. J. Morison 
Hon. W, Morrison 
Mr. L. A. P. O’Reilly, K.C. 
Mr. Leslie FL Ower 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Dr. E. Graham Pilgrim 
Hon. E. A. Robinson 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson 
Mr. G. T. Rock 
Mr. L. A. Ryan 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L- R- Sharples 
Hon. A. P. Sherlock 
Dr. E. M. Skeete 
Mr. Harry F. Smith 
Mr. M. Howard Smith 
Rev. W. R. Symons 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop of Trinidad 
Mr. David C. Vaz, J.P. 
Hon. W. A. S. Vickers 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C.
Mr. F. Williams 
Hon. S. Wolffsohn 
Mr. W. Harold Wright 
Mr. G. A. Yearwood

Thom & Cameron, 93, Cheapside Street. 
[Glasgow,

Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L- Humphrys 
Mr. Henry H. Baird, c/o Messrs. 
Mr-John M. Fleming. The Hermitage, Hadlow, Kent.

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.
Div.
4 % Antigua — 4^

34 % Barbados -- 3$
4 % British Guiana 4
3 % British Guiana 3

54 % British Guiana 5j
4 % Grenada ... 4
4 % Jamaica — 4

34 % Jamaica ... 34
3 % Jamaica ••• 3
4% St. Lucia ... 4
4 % Trinidad ... 4
3 % Trinidad ... 3

& Redeemable 1919-44..............
Ï , ,, 1925-42 ...............
% .. 1935 ...
« ,, ,, 1923-45 ...............
% .. •• 1922 .............
£ ,, 1917-42...............
L , „ 1934 ..............
X . 19-19-49...............
£ .. 1922-44 ...............
' „ 1919-44...............
? „ „ 1917-42...............
£ „ ,, 1922-44 ...............

8 % The Colonial Bank ..........................

8 % ' Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

6 %
6 %

Angostura Bitters Part. Preference ... ..............
New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures ..
St. Madeleine Sugar ... ... .....................................
Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd. ... ........................
Petroleum Options. Ltd., 10/- .....................................
Trinidad Central Oilfields .. ..........................
Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd., 10/- — - <4
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd-. •••
United British Oilfields of Trinidad, Ltd.....................
General Petroleum of Trinidad .........................
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad..............

Direct West India Cable Co- ... ...
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd., Ordinary — ...
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd-. 6% Cum. 1st. Pref.
W I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd., v i, 2nd
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. 5% Debentures--

Latest 
prices.
82-84
73-75
88-90
63-65 
103g 
84-86
89-91
78-80
70-72
83-85
84-86
68-70

6-64

87-92

12/6 
103-108

5/- 
41/61
1/6 

37'9
2d. 

24/44 
8/6 
4/44 
12/6

1 i 
1-14 
1-1* 

75-80
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minoriez 2200-2201.
Telegrams—

“ Carib, London."

14, Trinity Square, 

London, E.C.3. 
Oct. 10th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 8 per cent, as from July 18th,

EXCHANGE. Value of
Sept. 26th Oct. 10th 
£ s. d. £ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 2 18 2
,, France 2 5 3 2 5 6
.. Belgium 2 8 7 2 8 10

Italy ... 4 2 9 4 2 7

The intrinsic value of the

the £ Sterling.
Sept. 26th Oct. 10th 

£ s. d- £ s. d.
In Spain ... 1 2 10 13 0

Germany 305 0 0 625 0 0
Austria Nominal Nominal

.. Holland 18 10 18 10

gold sovereign is £1 Is. lOd.
SUGAR. The New York market has been very strong 

during the fortnight and prices have advanced 0.51c. upon 
last Summary’s closing quotation, Cubans yesterday being 
quoted at 5.28c. duty paid and landed equivalent to 3.52c. 
c.i.f., or about 3.36c. f.o.b.

Futures closed firm at: December 3.42c., March 3.17c., 
May 3.28c.

There has been a slight advance in prices in the Home 
Market, yesterday’s values being: —London Granulated 
50s.; American Granulated 49s. spot; West Indian Crystal­
lised 41s. 6d. to 44s. 9d.; White Mauritius 46s. 6d. spot; 
White Java 47s. spot. Cuban 96 deg. was quoted at 
18s. 3d. nominal c.j.f. Terminal market values were:— 
White, November 20s. lOd.; December 20s. 9|d.; January 
20s. 10|d. 96 deg. all nominal.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on Septem­
ber 30th were:—

COTTON generally has been in slightly improved de­
mand, with quotations advanced. There has been a little 
more inquiry for West Indian Sea Island, but quotations 
for this quality are reduced 100 points at : medium 22d., 
fine 29d., and extra fine 35d.

HONEY remains quiet and unchanged, with the nominal 
value of Jamaica ranging from 27/6 to 55/- for dark liquid 
to fine white set. Auctions have been arranged for this 
week.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. In Handpressed 
there are sellers at 7/6 per lb., but there is little inquiry 
from buyers. Distilled remains steady at 1/11 per lb. 
Lime Juice. There is now a good supply of fresh Raw 
juice, but no demand. In Concentrated, sellers are firm 
at ¿17 10s.

LOGWOOD. Business is slow, with the last nominal 
quotation unchanged.

ORANGE OIL. There are now sellers of Sweet at 
9/6 per lb. There has been a little inquiry for Bitter, and 
the small supplies available are held for prices beyond 
buyers’ ideas.

PETROLEUM, The following table shows the produc­
tion figures of the Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltd., and 
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd., for the past six months, together 
with the deliveries of the former company and the purchases 
of the latter: —

Production ... 
Deliveries

APEX (TRINIDAD).
Api. May. June. July.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
4,450 7,600 5,000 7,300
6,000 6,400 3,000 7,200

Aug. 
Tons.

11,900
10,100

Sept.
Tons.
11000
12,600

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock

1922.
40,748
30,575
16,072

1921.
43,692 
36,962 
15,134

1920.
57,584 Tons
45,664 „
20,056 „

Production ... 
Deliveries

LEASEHOLDS (TRINIDAD).
Api. May. June. July.

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
8,500 9,550 8,500 8,600 
6,000 6,400 3,100 7,200

Aug. Sept. 
Tons. Tons. 
9,500 10,200 

10,100 10,150

RUM remains flat, and no improvement in the demand 
can be expected until the present duty is lowered.

RUBBER is a firmer market, with a good inquiry from 
U.S.A. Crepe and sheet is selling at about 8| spot.

The stocks in London on September 30th were: —
1922

Jamaica ... ... 13,684
Demerara ... 19,223
Total of all kinds 41,442

1921
11,323
17,422
38,919

1920
11,399 Puns.
15,027 „
36,353 „

CACAO is a very quiet market. The price of fine 
Grenada remains at 53/-, with fair sales passing at this 
figure. Fair estate Trinidad is quiet at 65/-, with a little 
business doing; this quality, to arrive, is offering at 53/- 
c. & f. Export is dull.

SPICES. On the spot, Pimento is quiet but steady, 
with holders asking 2|d. There is very little demand for 
Jamaica Ginger and in order to effect sales, some con­
cessions on the nominal quotations have to be made. 
Mace was Id. to 2d. lower at auction, with mixed broken 
palish to good pale at 1/6 to 1/10 per lb., and bright red 
at 1/9. West India Nutmegs are unchanged. Sound 
nuts of medium size are worth 8d. per lb., and smaller 
sizes 7|d.

The stocks in London on September 30th were:
m - • , . 15K81.
Trinidad.............  7,683 23,882
Grenada.............  15,028 20,248
Total of all kinds 101,719 151,159

1920.
49,329 Bags.
31,480 „
284,600 „

• R?WROOT' Since the advance in prices reported 
in the Summary the market has remained slow, without 
change in values.

The Nourse Line intimate that they propose to 
maintain monthly sailings between Calcutta and 
Burma and the West Indies, with additional sail­
ings as required. Freights for November, and until 
further notice, for Calcutta shipment will be 
under :— as

quiet’ with West Indian sheet valued at 
3/2 spot, and forward 3/-, c.i.f.

BAY OIL. 
quite nominal.

The market is unchanged, and values are

5^?/^ J T-aTket 18 Very quiet’ and exP<>rt 
is flat Good to fine ordinary Jamaica is nominally un- 
changed at 6o/- to 70/-. No Blue Mountain has been 
offered during die fortnight.

COPRA remains quietly steady, with West Indian f.m.s. 
a little dearer on the fortnight at ¿24 2s. 6d., c.i f London 
or Rotterdam.

WEST INDIES, ETC. :

Trinidad 1 Calcutta Rangoon
Barbados Shipment.

Rice Shipment.

Martinique V
Guadeloupe
Porto Rico

Dhall 
55/-

Gunnies. 
65/-

Rice. 
55/-

Dominican Republic 
Jamaica

By fDemerara^

45/-
60/-

65/-
65/-

45/-
60/-

Transhipment J Surinam z 
(.St. Lucia J 65/- 75/- 65/-

Rates to the principal ports in 
r°™ and malt from Calcutta 

irom Rangoon.

Cuba will 
and 80s.

be 40s. 
for rice
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The West India Committee Rooms.
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Telegrams :
Carie. London.

14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C. 3.

October 24th, 1922

THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT.

SINCE we last went to Press there has been a 
great political upheaval in the United 
Kingdom. Following the break-up of the 

Coalition through the secession of the Conservative 
party, after a meeting at the Carlton Club, on 
October 19th, and Mr. Lloyd George s re­
signation, the King sent for Mr. Bonar Law, who 
is now forming a Cabinet. The West India Com­
mittee very properly holds itself aloof from par y 
politics, endeavouring, as it does, to get the best 
it can for the West Indies, British Guiana, and 
British Honduras from the Government in power. 
Nevertheless, now that Mr. Lloyd George has 
resigned, it would be idle to pretend we do not 
experience a feeling of lively satisfaction a R. 
Bonar Law being selected to be his successor. 
West Indians will be ever grateful to Mr. Lloyd 
George and his Ministry for having adopted the 

principle of Imperial Preference, and for having 
pledged the Imperial Parliament to extend prefer­
ential treatment to dutiable Colonial produce for 
a period of ten years. Similarly, they will not be1 
lacking in appreciation of the action of the late 
Government in having sent a mission to the West 
Indies and British Guiana, headed by The Hon. 
Edward Wood, M.P., their Parliamentary Under­
secretary of State for the Colonies. But, all the 
same. West Indians’ Vale to the late Ministry will 
be accompanied by a very cordial Ave to Mr. 
Bonar Law’s administration. It will not be for­
gotten that it was the new Premier’s brilliant 
speeches which he delivered as Membef for Glasgow 
on the Sugar Bounty question, in 1903, that 
brought him prominently before public notice as 
a future statesman who would go far, and his views 
on Imperial Trade are too well known to require 
emphasis. We can recall as though it were only 
yesterday the strong appeal which he then made on 
behalf of the West Indies, and how he told the 
House that when he first entered a commercial 
office in Glasgow, one of the most flourishing in­
dustries was the supply of machinery to the West 
Indies, which had been destroyed by the foreign 
bounties. We can hear, too, his peroration in 
which he twitted the Free Trader, stating that if 
the Government were in his hands (t he would fly 
to the rock of his Free Trade principles, and, when 
the waves of foreign competition were sweeping 
over him he would be seen, in the interval of a 
receding wave, clinging shivering to his rock, and 
still exclaiming : 6 My principles are all right, the 
rock is still here, it is the facts that are all wrong. 
Yes, sir I It is the facts which are wroi^; but 
since it is not possible for us to alter t^^facts to 
suit our theories, is it not time for us -to begin 
to think of altering our theories to make them suit 
the facts? ” We believe that a prominent plank 
in Mr. Bonar Law’s platform will be the need of 
developing trade within the Empire, which has 
been rendered all the more pressing by the present 
state of Europe and the East. Before these lines 
are in print it is probable that the names of the 
members of his Cabinet will have been announced, 
and we hope that we may be able to record in our 
next issue that they include those of several 
good friends of the West Indies which have 
appeared in the Press in this connexion.

THE CABLE QUESTION AGAIN.

IN view of the lamentable state of affairs disclosed 
by the recent report of the West India and 
Panama Telegraph Company, the appeal of the 

directors of that concern for financial assistance in 
the form of an increase in the charge per word for 
messages can have caused little surprise in the West
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Indies. It was shown that the loss on the year’s 
working was £1,519, and that but for the fact that 
£21,991 17s. 9d. had been earned by hiring out the 
company’s cable ship and by the sale of several 
years’ accumulation of materials, the total debit 
balance at the 31 st December last would have 
reached nearly £100,000. To meet this crisis, the 
Governments of those Colonies have been asked, 
through the Colonial Office, to sanction an addition 
of 6d. per word to the general message rate, and 
with a pistol held at their heads, as it were, in the 
form of a threat of complete financial collapse and 
the consequent suspension of telegraphic communi­
cation if this is not conceded, it is not surprising 
to learn that the West Indian Colonies have agreed 
to sanction the increase. It was, indeed, as the 
Governor of the Windward Islands pointed out 
when the matter was brought before the legislature 
of St. Lucia, a case of 66 Hobson’s choice,” since no 
West Indian Colony could for a moment be a party 
to a cessation of cable communication, the main­
tenance of which is so essential to the mercantile 
community. Telegraphic communication between 
the West Indies and the outside world will thus 
become once more the most expensive within the 
Empire. The Governments concerned are paying 
the penalty for the regrettable arrangement which 
they made in 1914 in entering into a contract with 
a company which has been handicapped by a rout­
ing arrangement with the Cuba Submarine Tele­
graph Company, instead of boldly carrying out the 
policy so consistently advocated by The West India 
Committee for many years, of extending the 
Halifax-Bermuda cable system to the West Indies 
—a policy which has now met with very general 
support in Canada, the West Indies, and at home. 
We understand, however, that the concession now 
to be made to the West India and Panama Tele­
graph Company will be “ without prejudice,” as 
the lawyers say, to the consideration of the future 
of West Indian telegraphic communication, and we 
are glad to learn that negotiations are now pro­
ceeding which should result in securing a material 
improvement in this respect. The views of The 
West India Committee in this connexion are so 
well known that they need hardly be reiterated, and 
it will suffice to say that no service will be regarded 
as satisfactory which passes over foreign territory, 
and that essentials will be that the service shall be 
cheap, quick and reliable. The continuance of a 
3/- rate is unthinkable. It would place the cables 
beyond the reach of the private citizen, and would 
probably defeat its own object, like the late Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer’s tax on cigars. Simi­
larly it will be absolutely necessary to provide for 
drastic penalties where the service is inefficient, as 
it is now. Only in this way will it be possible to 
obviate the present scandal of mutilated messages, 
which has resulted in serious loss and inconvenience 
to those trading with the West Indies. It has been 
suggested that, as the bed of the open sea between 
Bermuda and Barbados has not been charted, it 
would be more economical to lay the new cable 
from Grand Turk, and we imagine that there would 
be no serious objection to this, provided the cable 
does not pass over foreign territory. In conclu­

sion, we would express the hope that wireless may 
not be forgotten. With enthusiasts in England 
daily listening to concerts at the Hague transmitted 
by wireless, it would be absurd to neglect the possi­
bilities of wireless telegraphy and telephony for 
inter-island communication. No one who has heard 
one of these concerts, as we have done recently, 
would venture to assert that similar communication 
between the West Indian islands is impracticable, 
and we confidently look forward to the day when 
the expressions 66 broadcasting ” and “ listening 
in ” will be as familiar in the West Indian islands 
as they have become in England.

IS FRANCE GIVING BOUNTIES?
From sundry references to the subject which have 

been made in the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, 
it would appear that something approaching to a 
system of indirect bounties is being set up in France.

It would seem that when sugar is exported from 
that country, the exporter receives a certificate to 
show that the Consumption Tax on the sugar in 
question has been paid, and this certificate is ac­
cepted in lieu of payment of all duties when sugar 
is imported. There being two duties in France, the 
Import Duty and the Consumption Tax, it is obvi­
ous that the exporter can make for himself a good 
turn, and what is usually done is to sell the certifi­
cates, which not unnaturally have a market value. 
It is to be hoped that the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office is watching this system, which 
is apparently growing up under the nose of the 
French Government.

Remembering as we do, how the former primes 
déguisées grew up, through producers paying duty 
on the quantity of sugar which it was calculated 
they could get out of a ton of beets, and eventu­
ally securing a drawback on export, based on the 
quantity of sugar exported, although they got more 
than the calculated amount of sugar from the 
roots, one is naturally suspicious when a system of 
this kind is inaugurated.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
At the seventh meeting of the Governing Body 

of The West Indian Agricultural College, which 
was held at the Colonial Office, Downing Street, on 
October 17th Sir Arthur Shiplev, G.B.E., presid­
ing, several important decisions were arrived at.

Sir James Currie, K.B.E., C.M.G., was co-opted 
a Governor his name having been suggested by the 
Empire Cotton Growing Corporation, who are con­
tributing £500 a year for two years to the funds 
of the College. Major H. C. Corlette, O.B.E.. 
Architect, attended and submitted working draw­
ings for the new College building and the steps 
taken to invite tenders for erection of the building 
were approved and the appointment of Mr. II. C. 
Amies as Clerk of the Works confirmed.

Letters which Mr. Winston Churchill had ad­
dressed to the Governments of the tronical African 
colonies emphasizing the Imperial scope of the 

T^e words “ Via colendi baud 
facilis, adapted from Virgil’s Georgies (I.. 120 and 
121) were adopted as the motto of the College.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Bragging ribber neber drown somebody.” 
* * *

150 bananas is the daily ration of a pigmy 
elephant which has just been deposited at the Zoo.

The Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail Ser­
vice have opened a Passenger Office at 18-19, Pall 
Mall.

* * *
The first shipment this season of Jamaica 

“ Blue Mountain ” oranges arrived at Garston per 
s.s. Tortuguero last week.

* * *
No new sugar machinery is at present on view 

for the next Cuban crop, orders being entirely re­
stricted to repairs and minor replacements.

* * *
The s.s. G. Harrison Smith recently passed 

through the Panama Canal with 18,500 tons of 
crude oil—a record cargo for this commodity.

* * *
“ Stomata ” has been registered in Trinidad as 

the cable address of the West Indian Agricultural 
College and the Imperial Department of Agricul­
ture.

* * *
The Government of the Gold Coast has reduced 

the export tax on cacao from a halfpenny to a far­
thing per lb. The new rate came into operation on 
the 23rd inst.

* * *
On the average, it takes sixtv papaw fruits to 

give one pound of pure papain, the value of which 
at present in London is about £1 per pound. The 
best quality of papain is said to come from Ceylon.

# * *
The daily loading capacity of the three oil ports 

in the north of Vera Cruz is (according to the 
Mexico Year Book) 2,470,000 barrels, or full cargo 
for 38 tankers of 65,000 barrels capacity each.

* * *
The Cantley Beet Sugar Factory, which will 

deal with the Kelham crops as well as its own, 
started its present campaign recently. Over 1,300 
beet growers are delivering roots to the factory.

* * *
After four years of Peace, sulphate of am­

monia, basic slag and superphosphate of lime are 
still on the controlled list; that is, their expor 
from the United Kingdom is prohibited except 
under licence. Why is this ?

* * *
The Circular welcomes the advent of a new 

contemporary in The Herald, “ a weekly paper 
devoted to the best interests of Jamaica, the 
first number of which was published at Kingston, 
Jamaica, on September 16th.

* * *
Lord Leverhulme has offered £543,000. payable 

in cash, for the assets of the Watford Manufac- 
turing Co., makers of Vi-Coeoa, who have gone into
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voluntary liquidation. The company is disposed to 
accept this offer, and the liquidator has applied to 
the Court for leave accordingly.

* * *
The exports of sisal fibre from Progresso during 

the first six months of this year amounted to 
161,111 bales, as compared with 381,085 bales in 
the same period in 1921. In the same six months, 
5,933 bales were exported from Campeche, or 3,973 
bales less than for the corresponding period last 
year.

* * *
The Panama Canal Government has stopped the 

repatriation of destitute West Indians in the Canal 
zone to their homes. This, The Workman under­
stands, is due to the Government of Barbados 
charging each person arriving at that island a 
quarantine fee, which is collected from the Panama 
Canal Government.

* * *
The Eskimo Pie Corporation has, according to 

the Tea and Coffee Trade Journal, been incor­
porated at Wilmington, U.S.A., with $1,000,000 
capital. As already explained in the Circular 
the Eskimo Pie is a form of ice cream preserved 
by a coating of cacao butter, which has found its 
way to this country from America.

* * *
The Mirrlees Watson Company, Ltd., have 

received an order from the Sena Sugar Estates, 
Ltd., of which Mr. Arthur N. Lubbock is a Direc­
tor, for a complete new factory for the Zambesi 
River, to grind 1,200 tons of cane per day and 
designed to make very high quality white sugar 
or, wrhen required, refining sugars.

# * *
The Duke of Devonshire has been appointed 

Chairman of the Executive Council of the British 
Empire Exhibition, 1924, in succession to the Right 
Hon. Lord Morris, who becomes a Vice-President. 
The Duke was Civil Lord of the Admiralty from 
1915-16, succeeding the Duke of Connaught as 
Governor-General of Canada in the latter year.

# * *
Cacao was the only article of export from the 

Gold Coast, according to the Customs annual trade 
report of that colony, that showed an increase m 
quantity in 1921, 133,195 tons being shipped that 
year, as compared with 124,773 tons m 1920 The 
figures for last year have only once been beaten, 
namely, in 1919, when over 176,000 tons were ex- 
P°rted-’ * * *

The United States Consul at Koningsberg has 
reported that owing to the rapidly increasing cost 
of living in Germany, many people are substitut- 
in<* bars of chocolate for regular meals. In 1919 
great quantities of American chocolate, smuggled 
after the armistice into West Germany, where im­
portation of chocolate is prohibited, were sold m 
East Prussia. * * *

Under the title of the American Sugar Cane 
League Ltd., the following bodies have become 
amalgamated The American Cane Growers
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Association, the Louisiana Sugar Planters’ Associa­
tion and the Producers’ and Manufacturers’ Asso­
ciation. Mr. Andrew H. Gay is President of the 
new association, which held its first meeting on 
September 28th.

* * *
Weird things in the way of sea monsters are 

showing themselves. According to a correspondent 
of African Industries, huge octopuses and squids 
are dailv breaking the fishers’ nets off the coast of 
Brittany. Off Fedala, in Morocco, a sea monster 
has been killed which has not been identified, while, 
at the same place, a turtle has been caught weighing 
9 cwt. and of over 10 ft. in length.

Mr. R. Parkinson Goffe, Barrister-at-Law, 
whose family has been for many years interested 
in the fruit industry, has now settled in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, where he is making a determined 
effort to establish direct imports of bananas from 
Jamaica. The first consignment of fruit shipped 
direct since 1912 reached Halifax on August 7th, 
in good order, and was handled by Mr. H. F. 
Burton, to whom it was consigned.

* * *
The falling-off in the Swiss importation of cacao 

beans last year, when the quantity was only about 
a third of that of 1919, and far below that of pre­
war years, is thought by Wirtschaft und Statistik 
to have been closely connected with the unsatis­
factory position of Swiss industries due to the high 
exchange rate of the Swiss franc. The export 
figures for Swiss chocolate showed a corresponding 
decline, falling from 15,607 tons in 1920 to 11 276 
tons in 1921.

* * *
In the struggle for existence in the sugar produc­

ing world, only the fittest sugar estates can hope 
to survive under existing conditions. In this con­
nection estates’ proprietors would do well to secure 
a copy of a pamphlet just issued by Andrew 
Barclay, Sons & Co., Ltd., of Caledonia Works 
Kilmarnock, containing particulars of their light 
locomotives, which are used all over the world for 
carrying canes to the factory and sugar to the port 
o* shipment. 1

* * #
Central Delicias, in Cuba, the world’s biggest 

itS Cr°P With an output of 
149,470 tons. This quantity of sugar, if refined 
would sweeten 22,500,000,000 average cups of tea’ 
or make 600,000,000 lbs. of jam. If made into rum 
it would yield 80,000,000 proof gallons or sav 
458,000,000 bottles. In bags, laid end to end, It 
would reach 600 miles, or from London to John o’ 

prFsent rate of consumption in the 
United Kingdom, it would, when refined, supply 
the annual wants of 4,500,000 of the inhabitant ' 

* * #
Unless the South African industry can produce 

sugar to compete abroad with foreign sugar without 
having to look to the South African clnsumer to 
make up at least some of the difference between the 
home and export price the expansion of the in­
dustry beyond South African requirements may be 

a very doubtful blessing to the Union. The utmost 
protection that could be justified is sufficient to 
cover the economic costs of producing the sugar 
necessary for the needs of South Africa, and that 
is already provided in the existing Customs Tariff. 
Such is the conclusion reached by the Sugar Enquiry 
Commission in their report, which was recently pre­
sented to the Union Parliament.

* * *
The Export Duties (Spirits) Law, 1922 (No. 16 

of 1922), assented to in Jamaica on 9th July, 
imposes the following duties upon all spirits, wines 
and spirituous liquors (other than rum manufac­
tured in Jamaica) which are exported or shipped 
to any other country, or to any of the depen­
dencies of the Colony, viz. :—

On each case containing 12 reputed
quarts or 24 reputed pints................ 5s.

On every puncheon, cask, or hogs­
head containing not more than 100 
gallons ................................................... £12 10s.

For each additional 12 gallons or 
part of 12 gallons ............................. £1 5s.

* # *
Contrary to earlier estimates, which placed the 

year’s production at 30 per cent, below normal on 
account of heavy rains in the principal growing dis­
tricts, the cacao crop, which has just been har­
vested in Ecuador, is larger than that of last season. 
This unexpectedly large crop, says the Tea and 
Coffee Trade Journal, has given a remarkable 
impetus to local business, and has made for a 
brighter outlook generally. This is easily under­
stood when it is taken into consideration that the 
country’s chief article of commerce is cacao and 
that the rate of exchange on foreign markets de­
pends largely on cacao. In normal years Ecuador 
furnishes one-fifth the world’s supply of cacao 
(about 500,000,000 pounds).

* # *
A pathetic episode occurred at Gosport on 

September 25th, when Mr. Henrv Ashworth 

tO a Char"P of assau,t- 
me the pohee. Mr. Harrison told the Bench that 
done ™mtlf iT^h^a^ 

"L^had“ ’™^trate in

s to:
ship at dinner on the first ni^ht tn nmF? i ™ 
o^the voy^e^ foAh/^X

the chairman tell^M,^ charge,

with the Colonial Office. nson to communicate 

take out th^I^>nIsR PuOrT 7"Parboil the head and 
onion, clove and mfee ” f ahl'™"1 V? Plenty °f 
butter, a not of nxrct ’ J.aktespoonfuls of fresh 
pork, later a ’ lb- of
and serve. ° cover R 5 stew four hours

column in th*
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EMIGRATION FROM INDIA.
Main Features of Emigration Act.

A copy of the Indian Emigration Act (No. VII. 
•of 1922), which received the assent of the Governor- 
General on March 22nd last, can be seen at The 
West India Committee Rooms. This enactment 
regulates the emigration of workers from India. 
After giving the usual definitions, provision is made 
for appointing Protectors of Emigrants as public 
officers, and with the duties of protecting and aiding 
with advice all emigrants, inspecting ships, and en­
quiring into the treatment of returned emigrants in 
the country to which they emigrated, and of deter­
mining whether a person leaving India is to be 
classed as “ emigrant ” within the meaning of the 
Act; that is to say, whether he is a person who 
emigrates other than those proceeding to a country 
in which they have resided for not less than five 
years, or the wife and child of such person, or the 
wife and child of any person who has lawfully 
emigrated.

Emigration for the purpose of unskilled work 
(which includes engaging in agriculture) is made un­
lawful except from Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, 
Karachi, Negapatam, Tuticorin, and Dhanushkodi, 
and such other ports as the Governor-General in 
Council may fix, and will not be lawful except “ to 
such countries and on such terms and conditions 
as the Governor-General in Council by notification 
may specify,” and no notification may be made 
until it has been approved by both Chambers of 
the Indian Legislature. The Governor in Council 
has, on the other hand, power to declare that the 
emigration of unskilled labourers to any place shall 
cease when there is fear of them being exposed to 
serious risk through the outbreak of plague or any 
epidemic. He may also revoke such order.

Emigration for the purpose of skilled work is 
permitted by Section 15, such employment being 
defined as :—

(1) Working as an artisan; or
(2) working as a clerk or shop assistant; or
(3) working for the purpose of any exhibition 

or entertainment; or
(4) service in any restaurant, tea-house, or 

other place of public resort; or
(5) domestic service; or
(6) any other occupation which the Governor- 

General in Council may, by notification 
in the Gazette of India, declare to be 
skilled work.

It is, however, subject to the sanction of the 
Local Government from whose jurisdiction the 
skilled worker proposes to proceed, and whoever 
desires to engage any such person must state :—

(a) The provision to be made for the health 
and well-being of such person and his 
dependents during the period of the pro­
posed engagement, and for their repatria­
tion at the end of such period;

(b) the terms of the agreement under which 
such person ?s to be engaged;

(Continued at foot of next column.)

THE GLASGOW ASSOCIATION.

Review of West Indian Trade Conditions

Mr. Humphry Crum Ewing, of St rat hl even, who 
presided at the annual general meeting of the West 
India Association of Glasgow, on October 17th, in 
moving the adoption of the annual report for the 
year ending June 30th, said that it was gratifying 
that the sugar market should be in a better position 
than it was in a year ago. Looking to the probable 
increase in the world’s production, he hoped the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, while retaining for 
Empire-grown sugar the existing amount of pre­
ference, would see his way to assisting consumption 
by a reduction in the duty. A considerable alle­
viation, too, in the crushing duty on rum was neces­
sary if that important industry were not to be 
wiped out.

The chairman then proceeded to refer to the wise 
step taken by Mr. Winston Churchill in sending a 
representative of the Colonial Office to the West 
Indies to get first-hand information of the condi­
tions prevailing. No better choice could have 
been made than that of Mr. Edward Wood, Parlia­
mentary Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
whose patience and reasoned answers, together with 
a taking personality, had probably brought the 
Colonies he visited more closely in touch with the 
Colonial Office than had ever been the case before. 
Mr. Wood had issued a very able and interesting 
report. In several of the places visited requests 
had been made to Mr. Wood for self-government, 
and he had been unable to agree to as great a 
measure of self-government as some of his inter­
viewers wished, and rightly so, the chairman 
thought, but he (the chairman) would like to take 
this opportunity of warning the Colonial Office that 
no community in these days of independent ideas 
would for long continue to submit to Colonial Office 
rule unless that department was very judicious in 
the choice of their representatives. The personal 
touch in the Colonies meant a great deal more than 
it did in this country. Great care should be exer­
cised, so that only men of strong character, with 
a good knowledge of affairs, and, above all, plenty 
of common sense, were appointed as Governors, 
and if by chance a bad appointment were made the 
Colonial Office must face their fault and remedy it 
rather than let a whole community suffer.

In their annual report the directors call attention 
to e 4 an interesting development of enterprise in the 
West Indies,” the results of which are so far en­
couraging. This is the production of white sugars 
for manufacturers’ purposes, as has been so fre­
quently advocated in The West India Committee 
Circular, in view of the falling off in the demand 
for yellow crystallised sugars.

(c) the security in British India which he pro­
poses to furnish for the due observance 
of such agreement and for the proper 
treatment of the person to be engaged 
and his dependents.

This form of emigration may also be prohibited by 
the Governor-General in Council.
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S.S. “TRICENTROL.” MORE MANI” FROM ST. LUCIA.

“Trinidad Central’s” Enterprise.

A new chapter in the history of the Trinidad oil 
industry was opened on October 5th, when what is 
believed is the first and only tank steamer to be 
built specifically for the Trinidad trade was success­
fully launched at Newcastle, from the yard of Sir 
W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Ltd., to the 
order of the Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd.

The launch was performed by Mrs. Duckham, 
wife of the chairman of the Trinidad Central Oil­
fields, who named the vessel Tricentrol. The tanker 
is a steel single-screw steamer of the two-deck type. 
With a length over all of 420 feet, she is designed to 
carry 8,250 tons on a mean draft of 25 ft. 3 in., her 
speed on trial when loaded to this draft being 11| 
knots. The oil cargo is carried in eight double 

The Launch of b.s. “Tricentrol.”

The party present at the launch of s.s. Tricentrol, Trinidad's first tanker, just after 
the vessel had left the stocks. Mrs. Duckham.who performed the ceremony, carries 
the bouquet. On her left is Sir Glynn H. West, Chairman of Sir W. G. Armstrong 
Whitworth & Co., and on her right is Lady West. Mr. Alexander Duckham stands 
next but one to his wife, with Miss Betty Clarke on his right, andMr. E. E. Moreau, 

his fellow director, on his left.

compartments, having a pump room amidships ex­
tending from side to side of the vessel. There are 
three cargo oil pumps, which are intended to deal 
with various classes of oil.

The Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd., which was 
registered in 1917, is an amalgamation of a com­
pany of the same name registered in 1911, the 
Ortoire Syndicate, Ltd., Oil Concessions of Mayaro 
(Trinidad), Ltd., and Cruse Syndicate, Ltd. The 
areas under its control cover 25,729 acres at 
Tabaquite, in the Ward of Montserrat; 4,548 acres 
at Mayaro, 483 acres at Guapo, 799 acres at 
Barrackpore, 974 acres at Lizard Springs, and 
42,216 acres round Mayaro and to the north and 
north-east of it, making a total of 73,000 acres. It 
has a pipeline 18 miles in length, which extends 
from Tabaquite to Claxton Bay. The authorised 
capital is £1,350,000, of which 575,840 shares of £1 
each have been issued.

From some notes on the geology of St. Lucia 
by Dr. A. E. C. Beausoleil. published in the Voice 
of September 20th, it would appear that the phe­
nomenon of “ Mani,” to the appearance of which 
off Dominica reference was made in the Circular 
of April 27th, is also witnessed at St. Lucia.

66 From time immemorial withi r the memory of 
its oldest natives,” writes Dr. Beausoleil, 3‘ ‘Mani’ 
or £ Manjak ’ has been found on the littoral, and 
floating and drifting on the sea within a mile of 
the shore during the hot season, in March and 
April, and again in August and September. It 
occurs at Dauphin, Petit Trou, Trou Pruneau, 
Anse Mena, Esperance, and it is reported, as far 
east as Anse la Chaloupe. The manjak is found 
floating in a viscous semi-liquid condition, sur­
rounded with a halo of iridescence. When washed 

ashore and exposed to the air 
and sun it hardens to the con­
sistency of a soft solid.
“Explanations have not 

been wanting as to the source 
and cause of this periodic 
phenomenon, many of them 
indeed absurd — Manjak 
washed from Barbados, from 
Trinidad, from the coast of 
America. These are at par 
with the theory of an aged 
native of Anse la Chaloupe 
who conjures up as the peren, 
nial source of the Manjak a 
mythical vessel laden with 
pitch that foundered off the 
coast in the age of legends. 
The fact is that St. Lucia has 
always been up to now the 
Cinderella of her sister is 
lands, still awaiting her fairy 
god-mother. It is significant 
that those who have been 
speculating about this Man­
jak have never visited the
locality.

“It is indeed highly probable that we are faced 
here with a phenomenon already noted off the 
coasts of oil-bearing regions. It is a seasonal 
occurrence reported from Tobago and Trinidad; 
it was familiar m the Caspian Sea long before the 

of.B®ku ^re suspected and tapped. 
Mr. K. H. Cunningham Craig, B.A., F.G.S. draws 
attention to these facts in his manual in 1912 on 

The Manjak comes from vents in 
submarine rocks around the North-eastern coast 
of the island of St. Lucia.

conformation of the Northern region 
Points to this. It is a series of anticlines and 
synclines, symmetrical and asvmmetrical; it is 
mark Sand,’ Clays’ coraI1*ne limestones,
marls, sandstones, slates, shales. These are condi­
tions associated with some primeval delta or 
estuary perhaps coeval with the conditions littoral 

(Continued at the foot of 1st column, page 489.)
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AGRICULTURE IN JAMAICA.

The Report of the Department of Agriculture 
of Jamaica for the year ending December 
31st, 1921, gives an excellent and concise ac­
count of the conditions as regards the agricultural 
industries of that islapd during a period of excep­
tional and extreme stress. Agriculturally, the year 
was a good one, the rainfall being not only slightly 
above the average, but also well distributed. As 
the result, in spite of some remaining effects of the 
great drought of the previous year, which affected 
the sugar industry, crops generally gave good re­
turns. But commercially the year 1921 was one 
of grave difficulty, and Mr. Cousins illustrates 
this by pointing out that where­
as in 1920, a year of poor pro­
duction, the value of the exports 
was £7,146,000, in 1921, a year 
'if high production, the value was 
only £3,358,000. The sugar in­
dustry was particularly affected, 
as on account of the previous 
drought the exports were only 
26,000 tons, or a reduction of 
8,000 tons on those of 1920. The 
result of the heavy drop in 
prices, coupled with the poor 
crop, was that the value of the 
Jamaican sugar in 1921 was 
only one-sixth of what it was in 
1920, and but for the manner in 
which the Government came to 
the aid of what Mr. Cousins 
styles the “basal” industry of 
the island, “a severe crisis in­
volving widespread loss and 
suffering would have taken 
place.-” It is interesting to note 
that 55 per cent, of the sugar 
crop went to Canada, and 41 per 
cent, to the United Kingdom. 
The rum position was an excep­
tionally difficult one for pro­
ducers during the year, and 
still is, on account of the falling 
off in the United Kingdom con­
sumption on account of the pro- 

and esturial then existing in Barbados and Trini­
dad when the enormous masses of vegetable 
matter were buried and stored to give rise to the 
Manjak and petroleum beds of to-day.

“ The veins of Manjak are stored in the series 
of anticlines which are characteristic of the 
Northern portion of St. Lucia. The intense heat 
of the sun’s rays bearing on these parts about the 
period when the sun crosses the meridian brings 
about changes in consistency and volume of the 
subterranean Manjak, and it finds an outlet at the 
points of least resistance.

“ The sum total of the indications of the Pre~ 
sence of petroleum is such that it is to be hoped 
with confidence that a careful geological survey 
of the district will reveal areas which may be 
bored for oil, to some profit.” 

hibitive £500 a puncheon duty, and the diffi­
culty was accentuated by the establishment 
of larger central factories, which not only in­
creased production, but also depreciated the quality 
of the rum. Mr. Cousins estimates the annual ex­
cess of production over demand as being 800,000 
gallons, and considers the remedy clearly lies in its 
conversion into an etherised motor spirit. As regards 
cane cultivation, a considerable spread of the 
mosaic disease was reported, which is attributive to 
the maize crop, through the agency of some form 
of winged insect. In respect of the Uba cane im­
ported from Natal in 1916, it is stated to have 
proved very valuable as a feed for dairy stock when 
mixed with a little cottonseed cake. Efforts to

Trinidad’s Tanker takes the water.

The s s Trieentrol, Trinidad’s new tank steamer, is here shown just after leaving the 
stocks in the yard of Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., at Newcastle-on-Tyne.

produce seedling canes during the year were un­
successful.

The banana industry continued to prosper, 
although the record only showed 10,000,000 
bunches, or 1,000,000 more than 1920, as having 
been exported. This by no means indicates the 
extent of the progress of the industry, which Mr. 
Cousins thinks may be relied upon to turn out 
15 000,000 bunches during the current year. The 
Panama disease extended its ravages during the 
year. In this connection two more inspectors were 
appointed in December, and recently a further in­
crease of staff to eight has been authorised. The 
coconut industry suffered from glutted markets, 
and although there was a slight increase m demand 
for copra, there was a reduction in value. At tne 
date of the Report, coconuts were stated to be 
almost unsaleable. The logwood industry was m
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a state of stagnation during the year. The 1920 
receipts from logwood extract were £431,000, in 
1921 £109,000, while the exports of logwood were 
valued at £28,000 in 1921, as against £269,000 in 
1920. Orange oil sold fairly well, bringingin £40,000. 
The small export trade in citrus fruits remained 
at about the same standard as in 1920. Cacao 
showed a welcome recovery in quantity, but on 
account of low prices the receipts were only £97,000, 
as compared with £212,000 in 1920. The exports 
of coffee were 3,000 tons, as against 2,000 in 1920, 
and it is interesting to note that the Blue Mountain 
variety did not suffer the drop in prices which 
characterised the sales of the ordinary variety. 
Although pimento was for a long time unsaleable, 
4,000 tons were exported, as against 3,000 in 1920. 
The pimento oil industry promises to be established. 
Investigation showed that a world’s price of 8/- 

a pound would be a paying, and a local 
capitalist had announced his intention of supply­
ing the funds for a 10,000 pounds factory on a 
large property when the conditions were favourable. 
The sisal hemp industry has now passed the experi­
mental stage, and it is stated that three factories 
in Clarendon, and the Government factory at Lititz 
were to be in operation during the current year, 
the latter in August. The Lititz experiments have 
been most encouraging, 1,433 lbs. of fibre having 
been obtained per acre, fine in texture, and with an 
average^reaking strain of 3 lbs. per fibre. The 
sisal hemp market has of late passed through a 
serious over-production in Mexico, with an attempt 
to corner the market, which failed owing to the 
diminished demand. A. more healthy market con­
dition has, however, developed, and Mr. Cousins 
states that the prospects of prices which will enable 
sisal to be grown profitably in Jamaica are con­
sidered to be good. The export of cigars showed 
an increase of 30 per cent, in quantity, and reduc­
tion of £40,000 in value on the 1920 record; but the 
tobacco industry is stated to be suffering seriously 
from unfavourable conditions, and a considerable 
reduction in the area planted has recently taken 
place. Mr. Cousins’ Report clearly shows that 
Jamaica is in a fair way to weather the industrial 
post-war storms, and is to resume her progress 
along the path to prosperity, without having suf­
fered permanent damage, and with the benefit 
derived from exceptional experience.

“ INFORMATION.”
West India Committee Service Bureau.

Attention is called to the fact that a “ Service 
^ureau is now being conducted by The West 

i T? ™any years Past no sma11 
W°rk of.The West India Committee has 

TnXs and enc*uiries regarding the West
Indies and their resources, and this it is now pro­
posed to develop. 1

It will accordingly be the endeavour of The West 
India Committee not only to render personal ser­
vices to its members in the manner already well 
known and appreciated, but also to answer expe­
ditiously and with accuracy trade enquiries, and to 

(Concluded at foot of next column.}

JAMAICA’S NEW INDUSTRY.

Pimento Oil Production.

The Report of the Jamaica Department of Agri­
culture for 1921 contains some valuable figures 
supplied by Mr. E. E. A. Campbell, M.Sc., the In­
dustrial Chemist attached to the Department, rela­
tive to a new industry which is now being evolved 
in Jamaica, namely, the extraction of oil from the 
leaves of the pimento.

In investigating the question of the effect of alti­
tude on the yield of oil, it was found that leaves 
gathered at 2,509 feet yielded on the average 0.8 
per cent, of oil containing 89 per cent, of eugenol 
for the fresh male leaves, and 0.79 per cent, of oil 
containing 89.7 per cent, of eugenol for the female 
leaves. In another instance of about the same 
altitude—actually 2,600 feet—the male leaves 
yielded 0.9 per cent, of oil containing 73.13 per 
cent, of eugenol, and the female leaves 0.87 per 
cent, of oil, with 72.13 per cent, of eugenol. At an 
elevation of 1,500 feet, in one instance the male 
leaves gave 0.9 per cent, of oil with 89.22 per cent, 
of eugenol, and the female leaves 0.75 per cent, of 
oil with 89.0 per cent, of eugenol; while in another 
instance, at the same altitude, the male leaves only 
yielded 0.62 per cent, of oil containing 53.5 per 
cent, of eugenol, and the female 0.58 per cent, of oil 
with only 49.0 per cent, of eugenol. These figures 
show that altitude, within, of course, certain limits, 
does not affect the oil strength of the leaves.

Observations were also taken to see how far the 
month of plucking affected the yield, but there is 
no indication that any one month between March 
and November caused a better yield than another. 
Although as a rule the percentage of eugenol in 
the oil was high, some of the oil obtained from one 
district contained as much as 68 per cent, of a non­
eugenol body, which in its turn consisted of at least 
three different substances, and Mr. Campbell con- 
siders it advisable that a market for these bodies 
should, ii possible, be found.

Mr. Campbell’s report closes with a word of warn- 
mu-tO Pri.vate individuals distilling the pimento oil. 
this oil has to compete with oil of cloves in the 
markets of the world. The clove yields from 10 to 
13 per cent, of crude oil containing 70 to 93 per 
S °f v , Pimento leaves, on the other
hand, contain slightly over 2 per cent, of oil (it is 
presumed that in this instance the dry leaf is re­
ferred to), and it has been shown that at certain 
seasons of the year the eugenol content may be as 
heTl í K h evident’ says Mr. Camp­
bell, that the pimento oil industry must, if it is to 
succeed, produce an oil of not less than 95 per cent 
eugenol content for export. 1 

furnish information to intending visitors to Ber- 
British W dntiSh West; Indies, British Guiana and 

U1!8" Honduras. Such information will be sup­
plied free of cost Enquiries should be marked 

to The"wesi-1!3,?' pn the- envel°Pe> a"d addressed 
London E cl Commi«ee, 14, Trinity Square,
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SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE. UNITED STATES SUGAR DUTIES.

The following notes have been contributed ex­
clusively to The West India Committee Circular 
by the Imperial Department of Agricultur¿ for the

Indies.
The Agricultural College.

The work of equipment of the laboratories and 
classrooms and the arrangement of the library in 
the temporary building of the "West Indian Agricul­
tural College at St. Augustine in Trinidad has been 
proceeding apace, and before these notes are pub­
lished the first term will have opened with eighteen 
students on the college register, including three 
post-graduates from England, two students enrolled 
for a special course, and 13 diploma students from 
Barbados and Trinidad. Meanwhile, all the mem­
bers of the Academic Board and clerical staff of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture have reached 
Trinidad.

Crop Conditions in the Leeward Islands.
A very interesting report has just been received 

from Hon. A. E. Collens, F.I.C., Superintendent of 
Agriculture, on a visit paid by him to St. Kitts in 
August. Mr. Collens found the cane crop in good 
condition generally, but it had, like cotton-in places, 
suffered from dry weather. In both St. Kitts and 
Nevis there were instances of development in pig­
raising. Mr. Collens thinks there is scope for 
greater coconut planting in St. Kitts and Nevis.

A tobacco expert from Jamaica, engaged by the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Government, has arrived in the 
Presidency, and, as already reported in the Cir­
cular, it is hoped to develop a local tobacco in­
dustry. For the present it is not expected to do 
more than produce plug tobacco for local consump­
tion ; but the newly-arrived expert is stated to be 
an experienced cigar maker, which brings the Kitti- 
fonian cigar within the realm of practical con­
sumption.

A communication from Montserrat shows that 
further action is being taken to retain control over 
the pests of cotton in that island, more particularly 
pink boll worm. Regulations have been passed en­
forcing the fumigation of all cotton seed for plant­
ing. The necessary appliances have been supplied, 
and the Government is furnishing carbon-bisulphide 
at cost price.

Agriculture in Trinidad.
Definite proposals for the formation of the Agri­

cultural Bank have now been despatched for the 
approval of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
The desirability of forming the Bank is acknow­
ledged by all the leading interests in the colony. 
The suggestion that the Department of Agriculture 
should function as part of the machinery in respect 
of valuations, and control in respect of the appli­
cation of loans, is novel and progressive.

Great progress is being made with the reclama­
tion of the Caroni swamp. So far as can be decided 
by casual inspection, the reclaimed land should in 
a year or two be of high fertility and well suited to 
the growth of rice, sugar-cane, and “truck crops,

(Continued at foot of next column.)

The following table showing the full duty and 
Cuban preferential duty rates on sugar entering 
the United States under the new tariff is published 
for purpose of reference.

Full Duty Cuban Sugar
Pol. Cts. per Degree. Cts. per degree
100° ............... 2.390 1.9120
99 ............... 2.344 1.8752
98 ............... 2.298 1.8384
97 2.252 1.8016
96 ............... 2.206 1.7648
95 ............... 2 160 1.7280
94 2.114 1.6912
93 ............... 2.068 1.6544
92 ............... 2.022 1.6176
91 1.976 1.5808
90 ............... 1.930 1.5440
89 ............... 1.884 1.5072
88 1.838 1.4704
87 ............... 1.792 1.4336
86 ............... 1.746 1.3968
85 ............... 1.700 1.3600
84 1.654 1.3232
83 .............. 1.608 1.2864
82 1.562 1.2496
81 ............... 1.516 1.2128
80 ............... 1.470 1,1760
79 1.424 1.1392
78 1.378 1.1024
77 1.332 1.0656
76 .............. 1.286 1.0288
75— ............... 1.240 .9920

THE MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

Mr. Churchill’s Appreciation.
The following testimony to the value of The West 

India Committee’s Map of the West Indies has been 
received from Mr. Winston Churchill, when Secre­
tary of State for the Colonies :—

“ Mr. Churchill considers the Map to be a valu­
able one, and notes that it contains diagrams in­
dicating the areas and populations of the West 
Indian Colonies and islands and other special 
features which, have evidently been carefully 
thought out.99

The price of the Map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3, is as follows :

Sheet
Mounted and folded ..
Mounted on rollers

* Canada 22/-; elsewhere

Other
Post Free Post Free Coun­

Price U.K. W. Indies. tries.

. 7 ¡6 8/6 9/6 10/6

. 15/- 15/6 15/6 15/6

12/6 14/- 19/- *

according to destination.

such as cabbages, yams and Indian corn; and even 
coco-nuts if the surface drains are made deep and 
frequent enough.

A great feature of the new land is that it will be 
possible, by means of a pumping station, to regulate 
the water-table. This is tantamount to the control 
of soil-water conditions—easily the most importan 
matter in crop production.
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JAMAICA’S DUSTY CAPITAL.

The Medical Officer’s Advice.

The dust of Kingston, Jamaica, has become so 
proverbial that it is well to know what measures 
are being taken to counteract this nuisance and 
bring that backward city up-to-date from a sanitary 
point of view. Dr. Murray, the Medical Officer of 
Health, in his annual report to the Mayor and 
Council, states that the cleaning of the city has been 
performed regularly and satisfactorily. Few people 
seem to know that the most important 
thoroughfares are cleaned daily, and the 
others not less than three times per week.
Nineteen carts and eight waggons are em- < 
ployed daily for the removal of garbage, and 
an average of 3,700 loads of street and house­
hold refuse is thus removed to the deposit 
ground and burnt every month. The total 
quantity of street and house refuse thus dis­
posed of in the city yearly aggregates 29,696 
loads, or 22,297 tons, and goes to reclaim 
swamps to the west of the city, and thus 
make valuable land. The Government Rum [ 
Stores have been built on some of such re­
claimed land.

During the year ended, a large number 
of garbage boxes have been placed at suit­
able localities throughout the city, and the 
people are learning to make use of them 
rather than of the streets, as has been their 
inveterate habit hitherto. A gang of 
labourers has been employed with wheel­
barrows to sweep up and remove daily animal drop­
pings on some of the principal thoroughfares, like 
King Street and Harbour Street. Dr. Murray re 
commends an extension of this movement if funds 
are available.

Dr. Murray goes on to state what he believes to 
be the needs of Kingston. They are :__

1. An adequate water supply for the extension 
of the sewerage system;

2. The treating of the streets, yards and wharf 
premises so as to rectify the dust nuisance.

The Hermitage Dam Scheme is a necessary pre­
liminary work to the extension of the sewerage 
system, and this system (for obvious reasons) must 
precede the reconstruction of the streets; mains, 
and so on, must first be laid down. Whilst there 
is no doubt that the dust is annoying and very dis­
agreeable, and its abatement would "greatly add to 
the attraction of the city, much wild exaggeration 
is being indulged in. The plain fact is that the dust 
is not the cause of the endemicity of typhoid fever 
nor the starting point of epidemics.

WANTS.
Nurse wishes to return to Jamaica. Take lady, gentle­

man or child. Would accept moderate fee and passage 
paid Excellent testimonials. “ H. L. G.,” 69, Falmouth 
Road, New Kent Road.

Partnership required in West Indies. Estate or Com- 
mercial. Capital available for investment up to £5 000 — 
Apply F. G., care of The West India Committee Circular. 
14, Trinity Square, E.C.3.

A NATURALIST IN TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO.

By P. Lechmere Guppy

Member of the Civil Service, Trinidad and 
Tobago.

(Continued from page 468.)

How Fish Prevent Malaria.

It would seem that in all countries where malaria 
exists mosquito-destroying fishes are to be found.

These tiny fishes, shown herein natural size, well known in Trinidad 
and Tobago, are often found alongside Poecilia vivipara, the females 
of which resemble those of L. Reticulatus. “ Millions” have been 
introduced into many countries in the hope that they will check 
malaria. This famous little fish has also been described under the 
following names: (a) Poecilia Reticulata, (b) Lebistes Poeciliodes, 
(c) Girardinus Reticulatus, (d) Acanthocephalus Reticulatus, (e) A.

Melanzonus.

These do a good deal towards keeping the water 
free of larvae; but their sphere of usefulness is 
naturally restricted when the great number of 
breeding places that mosquitoes can make use of is 
taken into account. Drains in fields and roads,

Polycentrus Schomburgkii.

‘‘King or Black Cascarob ” (natural size). The 
freshwater fish that blushes. Found in Trinidad. 
Venezuela, Guiana. It will eat anything, including 

mosquito larvae.

wheel ruts, holes made by hoofs of cattle and horses 
when the ground is soft, all collect water in rainy 
weather. Inundated fields with basin-like hollows 
are favourite breeding-places; so are many other 
situations that fishes never reach. All this points to
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the fact that thorough drainage and sanitary 
methods, particularly in the vicinity of dwelling­
houses, combined with other precautions recom­
mended by the sanitary authorities, are the only 
trustworthy safeguards against the spread of 
malaria.

All the fresh and brackish-water fishes 
in Trinidad and Tobago (well over 40 
species) may be classed as mosquito­
destroying fishes with but few excep­
tions.

“ Millions ” are well represented in 
both Islands : the smallest species is 
Lebistes reticulatus, in Tobago corres­
ponding with Girardinus guppyi in 
Trinidad, and bearing close resemblance 
to one another. They are found in 
fresh-water streams and ponds every­
where. The other species, Poecilia vivi- 
para, is common to both Islands, and 
found in brackish water only. The 
first-named, like its Trinidad congener, 
is not affected by the quality of the 
water it sometimes has to live in; this 
may be soapy, stagnant, or very evil­
smelling or brackish; “ Millions,” how­
ever, cannot live in rain-water for long.

Haplochilus Harti (Blgr.).
‘‘Small Guabin ” (ratural size), a most useful mosquito destroying fish 

formerly known as Rivulus Micropus. Found in Trinidad, Tobago and 
Venezuela.

They require water with lime in it, and seem to 
thrive best in dirty water—the “dry” river in Port 
of Spain, for example. Poecilia vivipara is a 
brackish-water swamp fish, and is at home where 
sea and river meet, and where the mud is thickest 
and smells the rankest.

Superficially, the female of Poeciha vivipara, the 
brackish-water “ Millions,” resembles closely the 
female of Lebistes reticulatus, the common fresh 
water “ Millions ”; on examination, however» it 
will be seen that there is a black humeral spot, and 
a few small spots ventrally, on the former, by w^ic 
it may be distinguished from the latter.

The males of the two species are readily recog­
nised. In Poecilia vivipara the body is marked 
with two or three transverse blackish bars, whic 
in certain lights appear iridescent blue. The mark­
ings on the caudal (tail) are very consistent there 
is an elongate black spot with vermilion streak near 
first lay; the humeral spot, as in the female, is also 
present. The males of Lebistes reticulatus are re­
markable for bright colours and great 
in markings on body and caudal (t ), P 

of the latter sometimes differing. This little fish 
has been known by no less than six synonyms, one 
of which, Girardinus guppyi, it received over fifty 
years ago, Dr. Gunther, then fish expert at the 
British Museum, naming it after the late R. J. L. 
Guppy, F.L.S., F.G.S., etc., who sent specimens

Tetragonopterus Guppyi.

A typical freshwater “Sardine,” fond of mosquito larvae, as all these 
fishes are. There are seven different spec es of “ Sardine ” (natural size). 

T. Guppyi is known from Trinidad only.

from Trinidad. It has been introduced
into many countries in the hope that it 
will check malaria. In the writer’s 
opinion, Haplochilus harti would be 
more useful in this connection, but, of 
course, the prevention of malaria is a 
question of drainage rather than that of 
the introduction of mosquito-destroying 
fishes into countries where, in all prob­
ability, these fishes already may be 
found.

The three species mentioned above 
are often found in the same localities 
near the sea in Trinidad and Tobago. 
The Poeciliinae (“ Millions ”) are great

favourites with European aquarium-lovers.
Rivulus hartii is the most ubiquitous of our fishes. 

In habits it is solitary, often remaining for long 
periods in one spot near the surface of the water, ap­
parently motionless : it can, however, become very 
active and restless, and leaps from place to place, 
using its broad fan-like tail with such effect that it 
is enabled to work its way overland in the wet 
season in search of food. It can also, by means of 
its tail, adhere to vertical surfaces out of the water, 
and in this way reach small isolated pools formed 
by the rains, as well as pools high up in the hills, 
where other fishes cannot reach • this makes it a 
very useful mosquito-destroying fish (Syn : 
Haplochilus).

A list of the Trinidad fresh-water fishes, with 
coloured plates, was published in Proc. Zoo. Socy., 
London, 1906.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, the few members of 
The West India Committee who have not yet paid 
their subscription for the current year are requested 

to do so at once.
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SANITATION IN THE TROPICS.

Ry Professor W. J. Simpson, C.M.G., M.D., 
F.R.C.P., D.P.H.

The author of this article is one of the foremost 
living authorities on sanitation and hygiene. 
Formerly Health Officer of Calcutta, and the Pro­
fessor of Hygiene at King's College, London, since 
1898, he has been a member of several missions 
which have visited the Colonies from time to time 
to investigate and check epidemics of dysen­
tery, enteric, plague, and other diseases, with 
successful results. He is co-Editor of the “Journal 
of Tropical Medicine” and was associated with Sir 
Patrick Manson as a Lecturer at the London 
School of Tropical Medicine. In this article Pro­
fessor Simpson emphasises the need for the adop­
tion of preventative measures against disease, and 
shores that the prevention of disease is a financial 
gain.

Asked to write an article on the Importance of 
Sanitation in the Tropics, 1 accede willingly to the 
request. There are several reasons why sanitation 
in the Tropics should engage attention at the pre­
sent time. The trouble in the Near East, with its 
many refugees, is likely to accentuate and impart 
virulence to epidemic diseases that have for some 
time been smouldering in that region. The war has 
disturbed the sanitary organisations, imperfect as 
they were to protect the larger coast towns. The 
removal of conditions favourable to the spread of 
epidemics and the maintenance of endemic disease 
has fallen into arrears. The danger is accordingly 
greater than it was in pre-war days, when sanitation 
was more or less to the fore, and its value was be­
ginning to be appreciated by administrators as well 
as by sanitarians. Not that our tropical posses­
sions were then safe from destructive epidemics. As 
a matter of fact, they were not. The organisation 
tor the prevention of disease was only in an 
embryonic state as compared with what was needed. 
Io promote the emergence from this early sta^e of 
development of sanitation to full maturity is° im­
portant for the welfare of our tropical possessions. 
It is also important for Great Britain. Few 
realise, at a time of economic distress and 
paralysis of continental trade, the vastness and 
potential riches awaiting development in our tropi- 
cai lands. These will grow nearly everything, and 
what they cannot supply in food and raw material, 
Australia, Canada and South Africa can. They are 
awaiting the enterprise of the British people; but 
there is one proviso, and it is that the open sesame 

these riches is to make the people healthy and 
contented, and save them from the ravages of 
malaria, smaLpox, dysentery, typhus fever, cerebro- 
spmal meningitis, sleeping sickness, filariasis, and 
other preventable diseases which in the locality that 
these diseases happen to prevail seriously affect the 
tnni1?’ Power of the inhabi-

-xF °n}y thlS means tha* the Tropics 
Will flourish under the white man. P

One of the great difficulties in preventive medi­
cine has always been to convince administrators 

that most of the communicable diseases are pre­
ventable, and are due to removable causes, and that 
prevention is a paying concern. Ninety years ago 
it required the stimulus of an epidemic of cholera, 
with over 40,000 deaths, partially to awaken the 
authorities and the public in England to a sense of 
the danger attaching to the deplorable insanitary 
conditions under which the inhabitants lived, and 
the necessity of introducing administrative and 
sanitary measures for the removal of these condi­
tions brought to light after the epidemic by the 
several Commissions of enquiry. But it was not 
until the alarm created by the approaching invasion 
of another epidemic of cholera in 1848, which caused 
some 54,000 deaths, that the recommendations 
began to be carried out with enthusiasm and some 
expedition. Even after the alarming experience of 
this second epidemic, the town of Worcester refused, 
on the plea of expense, to appoint a Medical Officer 
of Health under the first Public Health Act, which 
was permissive.

It was the same with the Army : it needed the 
scandal of one-third of the Army being disabled in 
the early part of the Crimean War for it to be 
realised that sanitary measures must be taken both 
at home and abroad to secure a healthy army.

Once the lesson was learnt and the advantages 
appreciated the advance in sanitation and its ad­
ministration was remarkable.

There is now an urban and rural sanitary service 
supervised by a county and central sanitary ser­
vice. Malaria, dysentery, smallpox, typhus fever, 
typhoid fever, and scurvy, which were endemic in 
England in pre-sanitation days, have practically 
been abolished.

The attention paid to sanitary reform in England 
was not without its influence in her tropical pos­
sessions. The first to follow was India, but on a 
tentative scale, that could only benefit a very 
limited portion of its population.' It was sufficient 
to demonstrate that wherever the principles of 
hygiene are continuously applied, whether in the 
tropics or in a temperate zone, provided thev are 
adapted to the customs of the people the same 
successful results are obtained. The effect of sani­
tary measures and a better selection of sites for 
military stations, cantonments and jails reduced 
the annual death-rate of the British soldiers in 
India from 80 per 1,000 per annum, to less than 
a per 1,000 m recent times. The death-rate of 
Indian soldiers has also fallen to a similar extent, 
while that of the Indian prisoner has been brought 
down to 12 per 1,000 annually.

In the few towns where a Health Officer was 
appointed with a trained sanitary staff, the health 
davstb1^ P°Pulat10? has improved. In the olden 
days the Europeans in Calcutta who lived through 
on E S’** congratulate each other 
on their good fortune of not having joined the 
health^»« ..Nt>wadays ,the European is about as 
vFond^ he T h°me- But- as s‘ated Pre- 
^7/’^ he San!tary service m India was limited 
m its scope, and quite unable to deal with epide- 
frn 7^7 vast country- It could not save India 
has Pla8ue,which was imported in 1896, and 
still there “t SOme 12 deaths—and is
still there. Two years before the plague arrived
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attention was drawn to the defenceless state of the 
country and the need of an efficient sanitary ser­
vice, but such a service as that recommended is 
only now in the process of completion. If we turn 
from India to the West Indies we find that in the 
early days of the English occupation the mortality 
among European soldiers was greater than in the 
East Indies. Fever, scorbutic dysentery and 
phthisis were extraordinarily prevalent, and it was 
estimated that the life of a regiment was about 
five years. Later, in twenty years, from 1817 to 
1836, the mortality in Jamaica was 121 per 1,000 
annually, in Trinidad 106, in Barbados 55, in St. 
Lucia 122. The mortality occurred under the fol­
lowing conditions. The food of the soldier con­
sisted mainly of salted meat with but scanty 
supply of vegetables. The drinking water was 
taken from polluted sources, the barracks, built on 
unhealthy sites, were badly constructed, without 
ventilation and were overcrowded, the cubic space 
for each man being about 200 feet. The sanitary 
arrangements were foul and neglected and of the 
most primitive character. Over-eating, intemper­
ance in drink, unsuitable clothing and no exercise 
added also their quota of unhealthiness. As the 
conditions mentioned were improved a steady de­
cline in the death-rate took place, falling more than 
ten times below the former rates.

The discoveries of Manson and Ross and of 
others in the later years of the 19th century and 
the establishment of the London and Liverpool 
Schools of Tropical Medicine, with the large number 
of medical men trained in these schools, and sent 
to the tropics created a new spirit in our widely 
scattered tropical possessions. The special train­
ing they received in the treatment of tropical 
diseases did not exclude attention to prevention. 
Medical officers, on going to the Tropics, began to 
take stock of the causes and conditions giving rise 
to these diseases, and favouring their endemicity 
and spread. As a result Health Officers have been 
appointed to some of the larger towns, and m a 
few local Governments is to be discerned the 
nucleus of a central sanitary service stimulated 
by the Medical and Sanitary Advisory Board at 
the Colonial Office. The result is that marked 
improvement in health has been effected yan i- 
malarial measures in Hong Kong, the Malay 
States, and in some of the coast towns m West 
Africa. But, according the highest credit to these 
pioneers for their work, no one familiar with the 
Tropics and the insanitary conditions existing 
everywhere among the Native population can be 
satisfied that this is enough to ensure safety 
against either epidemics or endemics. Like India, 
most of the localities are defenceless against the 
spread of epidemic diseases. Moreover until 
these insanitary conditions are removed, very little 
impression will be made on the malaria hook­
worm disease, filariasis, dysentery and other 
diseases that may be endemic in the area. It is the 
common endemic diseases that do a vast amount 
of harm to the community, causing a high morta 
lity, much sickness and debility. Epidemic out­
breaks only occur at intervals, but when they do 
appear, and there is no properly organised sanitary 

service to combat them at once and dependence 
has to be relied on measures hastily supervised to 
counteract and lessen its ravages, it is seldom with 
success. But even with success it is not preven­
tion.

There is even to-day a reluctance to spend 
money on an efficient sanitary organization and 
on sanitary measures in the Tropics. A common

Professor W. J. R. Simpson, C.M.G.

The eminent authority on Sanitation in the tropics, who 
contributes an article on the subject to the current issue 

of The West India Committee Circular.

plea is, there are no funds to remove insanitary 
conditions. Even when an attempt is made in the 
right direction sanitation generally receives only 
the crumbs from the Budget-loaf after every other 
administrative project receives its share of bread. 
A properly trained sanitary service with a 
thoroughly capable, experienced and well-informed 
Sanitary Commissioner at its head is a cheap and 
sound investment. It is not so if the head is in­
experienced in the practice of preventive medicine. 
The sanitary service, under these circumstances, 
is liable to become expensive.

The mixing up also of that which belongs to 
curative medicine with preventive medicine is an 
obstacle to the advancement, and full benefit, of 
the latter.

(To be concluded.)
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PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY.
Mr. Lloyd George Opens New Building.

In their present offices in Trinity Square The 
West India Committee have notable neighbours, 
and none less so than the Port of London Authority, 
whose new headquarters on Tower Hill were opened 
by Mr. Lloyd George, the Prime Minister, on 
October 17th, in the presence of a distinguished 
company.

ing life in the Navy Office, which stood on the site 
erf the Crutched Friars warehouse. Peter the Great, 
while working in the shipyard at Deptford, resided in 
Muscovy Court in a house demolished in the course 
of erecting the new building. The association of 
both with that neighbourhood had been perpetuated 
by retaining the name of Muscovy Street in one of 
the new streets and calling another Pepys Street.

Mr. Lloyd George said that the building was a 
real contribution to the process of beautifying Lon­
don which had been going on notably during the last 
generation. It was a great thing for the great insti-

The Port of London Authority’s New Building.

Lord Devonport, chairman of the Port Authority, 
presided at the ceremony, which took place in the 
Rotunda.

In welcoming the Prime Minister he recalled the 
services of Mr. Lloyd George, as President of the 
Board of Trade, in promoting and piloting the Act 
of Parliament which established the Authority in 1908. 
The Prime Minister’s presence was also appropriate 
because of the fact that his illustrious predecessor, 
William Pitt, in 1800 had performed the ceremony of 
laying the foundation-stone of the West India Dock, 
the first of the series of enclosed docks which con­
stituted the modern Port of London.

Mr. Pitt had with him on that occasion many mem­
bers of his Ministry, and by a happy coincidence 
those same offices were represented at the ceremony 
by their holders in Mr. Lloyd George’s Cabinet.

Recalling the historical associations of the site 
Lord Devonport referred to the immortal diarist’, 
Samuel Pepys, who spent the major part of his work- 

tutions of the country tc be housed in buildings that 
were worthy. Nothing distressed one more than to 
go to some towns or cities in this country that had 
really made a great contribution to the 'trade and 
commerce of our land and to find there was no out­
ward visible sign in the permanent edifices of those 
towns that the people there understood there was 
something beyond the mere making of money in con­
nection with commerce.

^Peaking of the trade situation, the Prime Minister 
said that he was glad to find that there was a steady 
and strong current of improvement. The tide which 

.^ln^ leaving sandbanks and mud- 
behind, was beginning to creep back. They 

ould see its turn. It was coming on. Durino- the 
weie%A^°UthS th! ^P0*8 of the Port of London 
were seven per cent, better than they were in the 
corresponding six mouths last year. A more notable 
cenTe Vet th W?iCh bctter by Pcr 
hearts 'Trad^™ g°°^ Cheer and kccP UP thcir 
Hearts. trade was improving.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

An Italian firm has succeeded in obtaining from 
the Brunner rose, which grows in the Riviera, an 
“ attar ” of which about 22 pounds was placed on 
the market in 1919, the first year of its appearance. 
It is said that one pound weight of this essential 
oil requires for its manufacture 5,500 pounds of the 
rose petals.

* * *
The “ Mottling ” disease of the sugar-cane has, 

it is stated, been successfully tackled in Porto Rico 
by “rogueing,” i.e., the removal of the entire 
diseased stool. The process has been applied on the 
lands of the Fajardo Sugar Company, an account of 
the results being given in Facts about Sugar of 
July 22nd.

* * *
Experiments conducted in Hawaii in connection 

with ground nuts point to the selection of the seed 
giving a one-third increase in crop. Ground nuts 
require rotation, and should only be grown on the 
same soil once every two or three years, and it is 
also of great importance that the land should be 
free from weeds.

* * *
Nitre exists in the form of an efflorescence on the 

soil in many districts of Indo-China. These nitre 
fields are formed on dry beds of what were once 
swamps bv the slow combined action of moisture, 
heat, and sunlight. An enormous quantity of 
potassium nitrate is lost every year m these fields 
which might be recovered.

* * *
The best method of preservation of fresh fodder 

plants is, according to the Deutsche Zuckenndus- 
trie to submit them, in a finely cut up condition, 
to the action of the electric current, which at 40 to 
50 deg. C. has a sterilising effect, and atthe sam 
time does not destroy the vitammes. The electri­
fied preserved fodder is said to be quite equal to 

green fodder. * * *

The Seed Testing Station of the National Insti­
tute at Cambridge carries out important and in­
creasing duties. It is conducted at the public ex­
pense, and its functions include the testing of seeds 
and the issuing of purity and germmation reports 
It also conducts research work m connection with 
seeds. In 1921 no less than 24,000 reports we 

issued by the Station.

* * * , ■
A plant for the creosoting of “ 

erected in Kenya Colony. It is 
centre of a large forest area, an 3 , to 40 
city of 500 tons a month, taking p
feet in length. The saturating; process willbe done 
under high pressure, the ^“pressure is relieved, 
being drained off when the p ,rannnTTi treat- 
The timbers are then submitted a Y^X^hus 
went, a further amount of the liquid being tnus 

recovered. „
* * *

The soil savs Mr. Wilkins in Agricultural Re- 
and ^ Farmer, is no longer looked upon 

as an inert mass of mineral particles; it is a great 
living complex, teeming with countless millions of 
living things, each struggling for existence, and 
each having some influence on those complicated 
chemical changes on which the growth of all plants 
depends, and which, in the course of ages, have 
turned a stratum of bare rock into something ap­
proaching a vast chemical laboratory.

* * *
Vitamines do not appear to solve all the problems 

of mal-nutrition as the result of food. Monotony 
of diet may be looked upon also as one of the fac­
tors. Thus, Cambridge research has shown that 
rye alone is a very unsatisfactory food for young 
pigs, but that when mixed with a handful of grass 
per day it becomes thoroughly wholesome. In the 
same way it has been found at Aberdeen that the 
66 rickets ” of pigs depends not so much on a de­
ficiency of vitamines in the food as on a lack of 
mineral matter.

* * *
Mr. Jas. Crabtree, Superintendent of the new 

British Guiana Sugar Planters’ Experiment Sta­
tion makes some sound remarks in his report for 
1921. While, he says, the search for new cane 
varieties is of the utmost importance in the quest 
for increased crops, it will not do to sit down and 
wait for them. Reliance on improved varieties 
must not be overdone. “ If,” he goes on to say, 
“we look around at other sugar producing countries 
we find that the only ones producing bigger crops 
are those paying closer attention to cultivation 

operations.” * * *

The protection of cattle and horses against flies 
is in its way quite as important as it is m the case 
of human beiigs. The United States Department 
of Agriculture has been experimenting m the direc­
tion of fly 66 repellents ” for internal use, and has 

embodied the results of

not/seem likely to replace external repellents, such 
not seem liKeiy p petroleum, kerosene, 
turpentine, quassia, colocynth, fishoil^and various 

theeeffect°ofS th^ olly’wTfor a few hours.

* * *
.. hp the dominant cane in

D625 contm cultivation
“ the Xen^e  ̂The Journo of the Board 

^Agriculture of British Guiana gives the area in
Kpinv 37 907 acres, with 6,819 acres of

Transparent. ior the larger estates,
^625^06 U per acre; B208, 2.11 ¿-per 

^^Gre^n Transparent, 2.01 tons per acre, 

the remainder yielding below 2 tons.



498 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. October 26, 1922.

UNITED STATES TARIFF. WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
How it affects West Indian Products.

The history of the duties on sugar in the Bill 
for the revision of the United States Customs Tariff, 
which took effect from midnight on September 21st 
last, was dealt with fully in the last issue of the 
Circular (page 464). The new rates of duty on 
some of the principal products of the British West 
Indies are set forth in the following table. It will 
be seen that the Act, one of the sub-titles of which 
declares it to be “ an Act to encourage the in­
dustries of the United States,” gives considerable 
protection to articles in their raw and unmanufac­
tured state as against the finished product.
Angostura Bitters, per proof gallon ... ... ... $2’60
Arrowroot (in its natural state)... ... ... ... free
Asphalt ... ... ... ... ... ... ... free
Bananas, green or ripe ... ... ... ... ... free
Boxes, barrels, etc., containing oranges, limes, etc., 

25 pei’ cent, ad valorem.
Cacao and Cacao beans ... ... ............... ... free
Cacao butter 25 per cent, ad valorem
Chocolate and cocoa, sweetened and unsweetened,

powdered or otherw se prepared (but not less
than 2 cents per pound) ... 17^ per cent, ad valorem

Chicle, crude ... ... ... ... per lb. 10 cents
„ treated 

Cigars, per lb. 
Coconuts, each 
Coconut oil, per lb. 
Coffee
Copal gum ...
Copra ............... 
Cotton
Diamonds, rough ...

........................... „ 15 „
4.50 dois, and 25 per cent, ad valorem 

......................... ...................i cent. 
. ............... 2 cents, 

free

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading. 

Barbuda Swept by Hurricane.
Captain Downing, the Resident Magistrate, reports 

that a severe hurricane, the worst within memory of 
the inhabitants, visited the island of Barbuda, West 
Indies, on the night of September 15th, and it is 
feared that the inhabitants, less than 1,000, have 
suffered very severely. The centre of the hurricane 
swept directly across the island with enormous 
violence, leaving a path of desolation and ruin in its 
track. None but the most sheltered houses withstood 
its onslaught, and this terrific phenomenon of Nature 
laid low solid stone buildings which it was thought 
nothing but an earthquake could move. The baro­
meter dropped an inch and a half in a couple of hours, 
and it was impossible for anyone to remain out in the 
open. Fortunately, none of the inhabitants were 
killed, though there were some severe injuries. The 
destruction of property, however, is immense. Out 
of 270 houses in one village 57 are reported as 
“ demolished altogether,” 69 are " very badly 
damaged,” and 38 are “ damaged,” with a result 
that most of the inhabitants are homeless. The 
cotton crop, the staple industry, has suffered severely, 
whilst the maize crops and livestock of the peasants 
are seriously affected. The whole country looks as if 
it had been swept by fire.

„ cut but not set 
Ginger root, unground, per lb. ...

,, ground „
„ candied or preserved 

Grapefruit, per lb. ............... 
Hides, un cured 
Honey „ per lb......................  
Lemons, per lb. 
Lime, citrate of, per lb. ... 
Limes, per lb.
Lime Juice and Orange Juice ... 
Mahogany, in 1 log 

sawed
,, further treated 

MaCe, unground per lb. ... 
„ ground ,, ...

Nutmegs, unground, per lb. ...
„ ground „ 

Orange Oil...............  ...............
Palm Nut Kernels

10 per cent, ad valorem

Pepper, black, or white, unground, per lb. ... 
• „ - „ „ ground „

Petroleum Oil. crude, refined or fuel ... 
Pimento, unground, per lb 

„ ground „ ...........................
■ „ whole, preserved, per lb. ...
Pineapples, per crate (l^j) cubic feet) ...

. „ in bulk, each 
Rice, rough (paddy) per lb...................................

„ brown (hulls removed) per lb. ...
„ milled ... ...............

Shingles ... ... ...............
Tamarinds ... ... ... ...............
Turtles ...............................................................

20
............... ... 2 cents 
........................... 5 „ 
20 per cent, ad valorem
... ... ... 1 cent

free
... 3 cents
... 2 cents
... 7 cents 

1 cent
... ... ... free
10 per cent, ad valorem
15
20 ,,

... 4 cents
.............................[8 „
........................... 2 „
........................... 5 „
25 per cent, ad valorem 

free
... 2 cents 
.. 5 „

free
1 cent 

... 3 cents
6 „

221 cents
1 cent 

... 1 ,, 
... 1| cents 
... 2 cents 
... free

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, members of The West 
India Committee who have not yet paid their sub­
scription for the current year are requested to do so 
at once.

Rum Restriction in British Guiana.
The agreement regarding the exportation of rum 

was discussed at a Council Meeting of the British 
Guiana Sugar Planters’ Association on September 
nth. Some of the local syndicates are of opinion 
that the minimum price for rum as fixed might with 
advantage be reduced, while the Council was of opinion 
that there was some likelihood of rum being bought 
by outsiders locally at lower prices for shipment to 
London, it being accordingly suggested that steps 
should be taken in the home country to prevent leakage 
in this direction.—A rich find of diamonds is reported 
(according to the Daily Chronicle of September 16th) 
by prospectors working from the Potaro Landing to 
the mouth of the Kuribong River. A quartz hill has 
also been discovered in the same locality.—Mr. 
Nelson Cannon has declined an offer of $62,000 from 
the British Guiana Turf Club for the Bel Air Park, 
with stands, etc., complete.—The death took place on 
September 15th of Mr. J. R. Wharton, a solicitor, son 
of one of the earliest Indian settlers, and brother of 
Dr. J. Hewley Wharton.

British Honduras and St. George’s Cay Day.
The one hundred and twenty-fourth anniversary of 

the Battle of St. George’s Cay, at which the stalwart 
Baymen secured the Colony against Spanish aggres­
sion, was celebrated on September 12th, the celebra­
tion being, in the words of the Clarion, “ among the 
most fitting. and worthy of any which have preceded 
it,” processions, parades, athletic sports meetings and 
concerts being held to mark the occasion.—The 
Canadian Government Merchant Marine have in­
augurated excursion trips between Belize and King­
ston, the return fare being $75. with a ticket good for 
two months.—A sad fatality occurred at Sibun on 
August 28th, when Mr. R. S. P. Usher was accidentally 
shot. Mr. Usher had a fine record in France in the 
war, during which two of his brothers were killed.
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Dominica's Financial Conditions
The two newly-appointed official members of the 

Legislative Council, Mr. V. P. Blanchard and Captain 
Linddp, took the oath on September 15th. The Acting 
Administrator afterwards addressed the Council, 
pointing out that the Presidency’s finances at the 
close of last year had been such as to cause concern, 
there being a deficit of ^4,000. It had been hoped to 
present a far more satisfactory statement for this year, 
but the unprovided-for expenditure on roads that the 
Administrator had been called upon to face to repair 
storm damage, and the A lastrim visitation would seem 
to have thwarted this. He thought that the Medical 
Department had got this epidemic fairly under con­
trol. Meanwhile he had asked the Governor to use 
his influence with neighbouring Colonies to secure a 
mitigation of quarantine restrictions on certain con­
ditions.—The following resolution was tabled by Mr. 
Cecil E. A. Rawle, Unofficial Member of the 
Council : “That this Council, being of the 
opinion that the concession of a measure of 
popular representation on the Legislature 
to the taxpayers of this Presidency is 
necessary, respectfully urges and recom­
mends that the Constitution Act, 1898, be 
amended so as to provide for the election, 
in lieu of nomination, of a portion of the 
Unofficial Members of the Council.” The 
Dominica Chronicle believes that this reso­
lution has public opinion solidly behind it, 
the most substantial elements in the Pre- 
sidency being unanimously in favour of the 
desired constitutional changes. Mr. 
Leavitt has been appointed Manager of the 
Roval Bank of Canada in Dominica, in 
succession to Mr. Sands, promoted to

The Governor visits St. Vincenti
Sir G. B. Haddon Smith was expected to arrive in 

the Island from St. Lucia, His Excellency’s visit being 
to discuss with a local Advisory Board his proposals 
for amending the constitution of the Legislative 
Council in accordance with the recommendations in
Mr. Wood’s Report. The Administrator was 
return to the Colony from leave on September

Foot-and-Mouth Disease in Jamaica.

due to 
22nd.

diseaseOwing to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
in the Western Parishes, the Acting Governor has
telegraphed the Secretary of State asking for an 
authority on cattle epidemics to be sent out. • The 
situation is regarded as serious, the United States 
Government having already prohibited the importa­
tion of Jamaican hides. In the case of Canada, hides 
may still be exported, subject to disinfection by ap-

Jamaica. ___

The Health of St.

Under the heading 
Kitts-Nevis Bu Iletin 
dealing with recent

Kitts.
“ Fair Play,” the St. 
publishes an article 

that the A Fire at San Fernando.

All that remained of the Imperial Store, after the conflagration of Sept. 20. 
From a photograph by Mr. George Adhar.

Government 
from ^50,000 
eleven years 
for it. ' It

allegations
expenditure has 

to /, io2,ooo in 
with nothing

increased 
the past

show 
this 

jieriod has witnessed an increase of a hundred­
fold in individual expenditure, whilst attention 1. 
drawn to the following improvements that have been 
made to the amenities of the Presidency c & 
time : Cunningham Hospital improved in, aPP?a™^e 
and efficiency; new drains, culverts, s ree „reater 
ing up of congested districts in Basseterre greae 
accommodation in the Leper Asylum at Sandy Point 
Basseterre piers repaired, and the Sandy Point Ita 
widened and lengthened; the Alexandra Hosp 
Nevis restored and renovated, and a Cottage Hospital 
erected the laying down of a water supply fo 
Anguilla started ; filling up of the poo s on loud 
Pasture, and the oiling of the Canadian with
resulting diminution of mosquitoes > . . much
for a Poor House on the Laguente lands with much 
improvement in the medical and hea

pointed out
tQ 
that

St. Lucia’s Preference on Tn.nsh.pped Goods

Bv Regulation gazetted on September i6th Empire 
goods which have been transhrpp^ 
foreign port, in order to obtain i p. consignment 
when a through bil
note is not available, must 1 e B itish Consul

have 

passed through in bond.

proved processes, such disinfection being certified by 
an official of the Department.—The Gleaner of 
September 22nd comments adversely on Jamaica s 
inadequate display at the recent Toronto Exhibition 
the amount subscribed for this purpose being limited 
to reoo —Sir John Simon delivered an address to the 
Jamaica Law Debating Society 011 September 19th, 
the Hon. F. C. Wells Durrant, K.C., presiding.

Tobago’s Mail Service.
The mail service with Trinidad has had to be per­

formed recently by means of a sloop, owing to the 
necessity of R.M.S. Belize being withdrawn for a short 
period for general cleaning and overhauhng.-Mr. 
Robert S Reid, writing on September 24th, reports a 
fortnight of sultry weather with some gusty showers, 
but no damage done, the Island seeming to have 
escaped the storm that passed further northe-The 
cacao crop is ripening well, and pickings will soon in­
crease growers of coconuts are almost at a loss what 
to do with their produce now that the local price of 
copra has dropped to 3d. per lb., which is below cost 

of production.

Serious Fires in Trinidad
Damage estimated at $500,000 was caused,by a file 

on the night of September 20th, when important busi-
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ness buildings in High Street, San Fernando, were 
destroyed. The establishments affected were the pro­
vision store of Mr. Samlalsingh, where the outbreak 
started, the Imperial Store, Messrs. Huggins & Co.’s 
Provision Store (one of the finest structures in the 
town), and Sinanan’s provision business. Another 
destructive fire, the damage by which is also estimated 
at half a million dollars, devastated Sangre Grande on 
the following night. The work of fighting the out­
break was much handicapped by the absence of water 
and fire implements, and it was fortunate that the 
whole town was not wiped out. The chief sufferers 
were Messrs. Marlay & Co. The buildings destroyed 
included the local branch of the Royal Bank of Canada. 
—The Trinidad Guardian of September 19th urges the 
necessity for the creation of a Public Trustee, and 
thinks that the coming retirement of the Crown 
Solicitor and Administrator-General would provide a 
suitable opportunity for adding such duties to that 
office.—Following upon the decision of the Board of 
Management of the Royal Victoria Institute in the 
Council Chambers of the Town Hall on Tuesday, 5th 
instant, to rebuild that institution, the work was 
begun yesterday morning. The contract has been 
given to Messrs. Geo. F. Huggins & Co., Ltd.—The 
technical classes .which used to be conducted at the 
Victoria Institute are to be restarted after a lapse of 
three years under the direction of Captain Cutteridge, 
Principal of the Government Intermediate School.— 
H.M.S. Flood, Britain’s largest battle-cruiser, and 
H.M.S. Repulse arrived at Port of Spain on September 
30th on their homeward voyage from Rio de Janeiro. 
Elaborate social arrangements were made for the 
ships’ ten-days’ stay.—A Bill has been introduced 
into the Legislative Council (the Expulsion of Unde­
sirables Ordinance) with the object , of enabling the 
Governor to make expulsion orders requiring any 
person other than British subjects domiciled in the 
Colony or resident there for the preceding two years, 
to leave, and also to prohibit any person from 
landing.

The Subscriptions of Candidates elected to The West India 
Committee during the last three months of the current year 
will, when paid, not be renewable until January 1st, 1924.

OBITUARY.
Mr. Emile Sapenne Delisle.

The Circular regrets to learn that Mr. Emile 
Sapenne Delisle died in St. Kitts, on Sept. 9th.

Like his brother, Mr. G. S. Delisle, with whom he 
was associated in business for thirty-five years, Mr. 
Emile Delisle died with painful suddenness as far as 
one can learn from cablegrams received. The most 
prominent merchant in St. Kitts, Mr. Delisle was a 
tower of strength to the community; but of a 
modest disposition he never embarked on a 
public career, being content to do good by stealth. 
He was one of the founders of the St. Kitts Club in

v bl?ther’ was a staunch Roman
Catholic. One of his closest friends writes : I made 
his acquaintance about 37 years ago, when he was a 
man settled in life. But I can tell you this—if -ver 
there was a man on this earth worthy of bein</de­
scribed as a very perfect gentleman, Mr: Delisle would 
be that man. He was the very soul of honour and kind­
ness, and of every other attribute which makes up 
the worthy man. He was loved and respected by 
every one who knew him ; and his death will make a 
void in the life of St. Kitts, which it will take a lone- 
time to fill. &

TRADE OF ST. VINCENT.

Last Year's Gloomy Conditions.
Mr. W. C. Hutchinson gives a gloomy account of 

St. Vincent in his Report on that colony for 1921. He 
states that the general depression in the colony owing 
to the unremunerative prices for cotton, syrup and 
arrowroot, which obtained in 1920, continued through­
out the year. The high prices for foodstuffs and 
clothing were also maintained, and this, added to the 
hurricane which visited the island on the Sth Sep­
tember, 1921, and did extensive damage to property 
and widespread damage to staple and native food 
crops, entailed considerable hardship on the popu­
lace. The hurricane which struck the island des­
troyed 729 and damaged 1,292 dwelling-houses in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines. Many churches and 
schools were also materially damaged and the entire 
telephone system collapsed. Nine vessels were 
wrecked, with the loss of many lives. Measures of 
relief were immediately instituted; free issues of food 
and grants of money, lumber and materials, to the 
value of ¿3,295, were made to those who suffered by 
the storm.

As regards the colony’s financial position, there 
was a surplus on December 31st, 1921, of ¿9,598, in­
cluding a sum of ¿1,042, the unspent balance of the 
Windward Highway Loan. The total revenue and 
expenditure from all sources in the last three finan­
cial periods were :—

Revenue- Expenditure 
£ £

1919 (April to December) ... ... 34,111 35,361
1920   58,221 52,302
1921   53,806 56,221

Towards the revenue, income tax furnished the sum 
of ¿5>T93 Iast year» as compared with ¿2,630 in 1920 
and ¿849 in 1919.

The total values of imports and exports in 1920 and

Imports- Exports- Total Trade.
£ £ 

257,230 299.650 556,860
144,543 137,718 282,261

The percentage of imported goods contributed bv
various countries of origin is indicated bv the follow­
ing table :—

1921 were : — 
Year-

1920 ...
1921

1920. 1921.
United Kingdom ... ... . ... 32 46 2702
United States of America .. ... 28’27 25’86
Canada ........................................ 27’59 25’51
All other countries ... 11’66 21 60

Dealing with St. Vincent’s agricultural industries, 
Mr. Hutchinson states that the Government Cotton 
Ginnery and Granary continued to buy seed cotton 
and corn (maize) on profit-sharing terms. There was 
considerable competition with private dealers for the 
purchase of Sea Island cotton in 1921, and no Marie 
Galante was purchased by the factory, the bulk of it 

S°ld tO- .dealers in Carriacou, Grenada. 
The. following quantities were dealt with in the 
seasons 1919-20 and 1920-21 :__

Sea-Island seed cotton 
Marie Galante...

1919-20. 
lb.

332,773
288,504

1920-21. 
lb.

78 236

DEATHS.
C^DELL.-At Alstonby, Shimfield, near Reading, Berks 

Co Mrs- C- K mother of Mr C p
°f Montserrat- B "’I . aged 83

Connell—On September 20th, 1922, at Crab Tree 

Tempin’ late of T' VlT'n ,’arristcral-|a" of the Middle 
empie, late of Trinidad, British West Indies.
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PERSONAL NOTES.
Mr. Robert Anderson, Hon. Correspondent to 

The West India Committee in Montreal, has been a 
welcome visitor to London, where he and Mrs. 
Anderson are spending a few weeks.

* * *
Mr. A lick Hamlyn, Hon. Correspondent to The 

West India Committee in Trinidad, who has been 
spending the summer in England, returned to 
Port of Spain in the Intaba on October 17th. Be­
fore leaving London he visited the new Committee 
rooms, and appeared to be greatly pleased with 
the accommodation now provided for members.

* * *
The Hon. H. B. Walcott, C.M.G., Collector of 

Customs for Trinidad and Tobago, who, as his. 
friends will be sorry to learn, has recently been in 
the doctor’s hands, returns to Port of Spam in the 
Camito on November 4th. He will be accompanied 
by his youngest son, who has also been on the 
sick-list, and Mrs. Walcott hopes to follow them 
later in the year.

Mr Ernest Connell, whose death is an­
nounced in this Circular, worked for some years 
in Trinidad under his uncle, Mr. James H. 
Connell, at Cedros Estate, of which he was after­
wards Manager. He returned to England m about 
1909, and was called to the Bar. In 1915 he came 
over with the Trinidad contingent and remained 
in England after the war.

* * *
Commander W. Dasent, R.N., only surviving 

son of the late Sir John Dasent, who used to visit 
St. Vincent every winter, leaves Avonmouth in 
the s.s. Camito for Trinidad en route to Kingston 
with Lady Dasent, the present owner of Montrose 
House, overlooking Kingstown Bay, on November 
4th. Commander Dasent, who served m H.M.S. 
Indomitable during the war, is revisiting St. Vin­
cent after an absence of fourteen years.

* * *
Mb. Crum Ewing, of Strathleven, and Mr. 

Thomas Prentice, of Messrs. Prentice, Service & 
Hendersons, have been re-elected chairman and 
viee-chairman respectively of the West India 
Association of Glasgow. The retiring Rectors, 
Mr. Humphry Crum Ewing, 3n Borman Lamont, 
Bart , Mr. William Wilson, and Mr.
were re-elected, while Mr. T. W. Donald, of Messrs. 
McGrinor. Donald & Co., was re-appomted hon. 
treasurer, and Mr. R. I. Muir hon. secretary.

* * *
Mb. Dudley Slinger, son of the late Major 

David C. Slinger, of St. George’s, Grenada, and of 
Mrs. Slinger, who is taking up music professionally, 
gave his first public pianoforte recital at the Wg 
more Hall, Wigmore Street, on Monday, October 
16th. The programme included selections ro 
Beethoven, Chopin, Bach, Paradies and Dag 
and, judging from the way in which Mr finger 
rendered Beethoven’s well-known Sonata' ™ ® ’
Op. 31, and Chopin’s Nocturne in F sharp majo , 

it is not too much to say that he has a successful 
future before him in the musical world.

* * *
Mr. Paul Cress all, who returned from British 

Guiana on July 11th, has, the Circular regrets to 
learn, been in the doctor’s hands ever since. After 
forty-five years’ residence in the colony, during the 
whole of which period he was in the service of 
Messrs. Sandbach, Parker & Co., latterly as their 
chief representative—in which capacity he suc­
ceeded the late Mr. Guy Wyatt—he has now come 
over to live in England. In Georgetown he filled 
many important positions in the realm of business 
and sport, and it is not too much to say that his 
place in the community will not be easy to fill.
1 # * *

A dinner is to be given shortly in London in 
honour of Sir Henry Hesketh Bell, K.C.M.G., 
whose term of service as Governor of Mauritius has 
been extended. Among those who are giving their 
support to this function are Sir George Le Hunte 
and Mr. Thomas du Buisson. It will be recalled 
that a considerable part of Sir Hesketh’s Colonial 
service has been spent in the West Indies, where 
he received his first appointments in 1883, be­
coming subsequently Receiver-General of the 
Bahamas in 1894, and Administrator of Dominica 
from 1899-1905, at a time when the development of 
the interior of that island and the attraction of 
settlers were receiving considerable attention. It 
was whilst administering the Government of 
Dominica that Sir Hesketh devised a system of in­
surance against hurricanes, which was adopted by 
Lloyd’s, and has since been widely used both in the 
West Indies and in the East.

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enqSs ^m the respective shipping companies regarding 

actual times of sailings.
To From Packet S %’?89Q

West Indies ...Dover ' ^ ’̂r 28
Jamaica - Liverpool - ” 31
Jamaica ••• Bristol
B’da, B’has, & Teviot ...Nov. 3

Jamaica ... London -■ ¿wot
B’dos, T’dad & Camito ••• „ 4

Jamaica ... Bristol • eamuo
B’dos & T’dad... Liverpool ••• Dakanan ... „
B da, B has, & Rhectator ... >> H

0 Dover°V ... Oranje Nassau ... „ 11
West Indies - - Dover j ... „ 13West Indies ... Plymouth ... Pcrou_

Demerara & , ,
Trinidad ... Amsterdam ...

B"da, B’has, Ja’ca
& B.Honduras Montreal

West Indies ... New York ...
Jamaica -^^k -
Barbados ... Newlork
B’dos, T’dad &

Demerara ... New York 
Jamaica ... New York
West Indies ... Halifax 
Bermuda ... New York
B’da, B’has, Ja’ca

& B. H’das ... Halifax

Prins der
Nederlanden ... Nov. 16

Canadian
Forester „ 16

Parima ••• >» U
Santa Marta ... „ |8
Vestris • »? 4 °

1 21Maraval ••• »
Carillo ”
Chaudière ••• »»
Fort. St. George -. Dec. 2

Canadian Fisher „ 7
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SOME COMPANY NOTES.

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company,

The Court of Directors have resolved to pay an interim 
dividend of 2 per cent, (less income tax) on the Ordinary 
stock.

The Colonial Bank,

Presiding at the half-yearly meeting of this corporation, 
on October 12th, Mr. Charles F. Wood, the chairman, re­
ferred to the new premises of the Bank at Georgetown, 
which had been completed and occupied last June. Both 
this and the new building at Lagos, the completion of which 
finished their building programme for the present, were a 
credit tn the Bank, and horn testimony to their faith in 
the future of the two great Colonies in which they were 
situated.

With regard to the suggestion that a Trade Commis­
sioner should be appointed in London, for the West Indies, 
Mr. Wood said :—

“ While I am always anxious to see everything do<ie to 
increase publicity of the West Indies, the duties of a 
Trade Commissioner are, in fact, already ably performed by 
The West India Committee, which was established about 
the year 1760, and, like the Colonial Bank, was incorporated 
by Royal Charter. It issues an authoritative journal on 
West Indian affairs. Its chairman is our own director, 
Mr. Robert Rutherford, to whom we are so much indebted 
for guidance on West Indian matters. I may, perhaps, add 
here that Mr. Rutherford has been invited by the Secretary 
of .State for the Colonies to preside over a West Indian 
Group Committee, which is being formed in connection 
with the British Empire Exhibition of 1924, and the ques­
tion of the participation of the West Indies—a well deserved 
compliment and an admirable appointment.” (Hear, hear.)

In the absence, through illness, of Mr. Hyslop Bell, joint 
general manager, some notes on the West Indian situation 
prepared by him as the resiult of his recent visit to those 
Colonies were read by his colleague, Mr. Charles Hewett. 
In this memorandum, Mr. Bell said :_

“ I visited the principal West Indian Islands and British 
Guiana in the spring of this year. In Barbados present 
conditions are wonderfully satisfactory considering the 
period of depression through which this island, in common 
with all others, has passed. I was very much impressed 
with the high prestige which the Colonial Bank enjoys in 
all these islands, and nowhere was this more in evidence 
than in Barbados. In Trinidad one was struck with the 
amount of development going on in the various oilfields, 
and it is* interesting to note that during 1921 the greatest 
production, of crude oil in the history of the Colony was 
obtained. During this year also 84 wells were drilled, of 
which exactly half were successful in striking oil. More 
recently, however, difficulties of finance have affected 
certain areas.

“ In British Guiana trade has been very dull through the 
depression in sugar and rice, but in the case of the former 
the position is improving. The cattle industry is also making 
progress. The diamond industry' has been the one bright snot 
and a large number of good stones is being marketed, the’ 
export for the past year reaching the respectable figure of 
£329,000. The Government Loan of £1,000,000, negotia­
tions concerning which were in progiess when I was in 
Demerara, has since been successfully floated on the 
London market, and stands to-day at a substantial pre­
mium. This Bank was appointed the agents for the service 
of the loan. The possibilities of British Guiana are enor­
mous; it is a really valuable possession of the Empire. Its 
principal problem is population, and one hopes that it will 
be found possible to arrange for the import of labour and 

that some scheme of attracting settlers by giving them 
grants of land will be devised. In Jamaica, trade has been 
fairly satisfactory, and there are signs that the worst of 
the depression may be over. Good prices have been ob­
tained for bananas, for which there is a constant demand, 
and the prospects of the 1923 crop are said to be good. 
The peasants of Jamaica appear to be better off than ever 
they have been.

“ The sugar position in general appears to be distinctly 
better, and the well-managed or better situated estates were 
enabled to make quite a satisfactory profit last season. It 
is encouraging to see that consumption has increased in 
the United Kingdom, the U.S.A., and also in France, 
Germany, Holland and other countries on the Continent. 
Canada is taking increasing quantities of West Indian sugar, 
and judging by her total imports there is still room for 
doubling her present imports of this sugar.”

A vote of thanks, on the motion of Mr. H. Hamel 
Smith, to the court and staffs of the Bank having been 
passed unanimously, the chairman replied and the proceed­
ings terminated.

Kern River Oilfields of California, Ltd,

In their report for the year ending May 31st last, the 
directors of the Kern River Oilfields of California, Ltd., 
state that the development of the properties of the 
Trinidad company has proceeded without interruption. A 
tank farm has been constructed, pipe lines laid in con­
nection therewith, and in order to minimise the heavy 
expenditure for road maintenance a light railway' is being 
constructed, and is near completion. Staff quarters have 
been erected, and the property is being maintained in good 
condition. Two wells gave heavy flows of oil during the 
progress of drilling operations. Whilst oil has been struck 
in every well, the production after the initial flush has been 
small ; in order, therefore, to obtain an increased and 
steady output work is being carried on to test the deeper 
formations. The total production to May 31st last amounted 
to 66,440 barrels, and the production for the three months 
ended August 31st amounted to 8,245 barrels. During the 
year the company s properties in Trinidad were visited by 
Mr. William Ivey, the chairman, and Mr. H. H. Haldin, 
K.C.

United British of Trinidad.

The directors of the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, 
Ltd., in submitting the audited balance-sheet and profit and 
loss account for the year ended December 31st, 1921, state 
that after writing off the cost of exhausted wells, preliminary 
expenses to the amount of £25,389, part of the cost of motor 
vehicles, and after providing £31,895 on account of general 
depreciation (including £20,000 instead of £10,000 as in pre­
vious years, in respect of the company’s fields operations), 
a profit for the year of £5,337 is brought down. Deducting 
from this the adverse balance of £2,006 of the previous year, 
there is left £3,331, which is carried forward subject to 
income-tax. The sum of £90,000 now stands to the account 
of depreciation on the company’s properties. During 1921 
the company obtained the assistance on the fields, of tech- 
nicmns of the Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij with a 

in fl r k! of drilling and production problemsfill! h5h Í ?e’r exPerience of similar problems in other 
bu‘ «me has not elapsed

th¿

iX S Of u exreed6d th!lt of ’920. the

tonly all that was required of it. Inform sat.sfac-
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST. Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Intaba,

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to- Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Miami, 
■October 10th:—
Mrs- A- M. Clark 
Mr. W. Cowper 
Miss A- M. Hart

Sailings to
•Changuinola, October 17th: —

Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S.

Mr. & Mrs. L.
Ashenheim 

Mr. N. N. Ashenheim 
Mr. H N. Brooke 
Mr- T. D- H. Bruce 
Mr. W. F. M. Copeland 
Mr. T. L. Cox 
Mrs. & Miss Crowden 
Mrs. 8- Dickson 
Mr- H. E. A. Digby 
Mr. S. W. Digby- 
Mr. & Mrs- H. R. L.

Fox 
Miss E. Fox 
Mrs- A. Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. C- E.

Green

Home arrivals from Jamaica, in s.s. Coronado, Avonmouth, 
October 15 th:—
Rev. E. Y. Bate 
Miss F. E. Blair 
Mdlle. M. Bouchez 
Capt. & Mrs. Butlin 
Miss M. de Cordova 
Mr.C. Ellis 
Mr. E. M. R. Frazer

Mr. H. J- Hook 
Mr-S. M. Jacobsen 
Mrs. G. V. Kite

Mr. W. A. Hedderwick 
Mrs. M. Hogge 
Miss K. Howson 
Mr. W. Humphreys 
Mr. & Mrs. E. D. Jones 
Mrs. J. Lawrenceson 
Mr. P. A. Lawrenceson 
Mr. E. R. Lewis 
Capt. J. D. Lucie-Smith 
Mrs. M. Manton 
Mr. & Mrs. A. A.

McInnes 
Mrs. M. Von Moltzahn 
Mr. & Mrs. W.

Morrison

Mrs. A. E. Green
Mr. J. Gavin 
Lt.-Col. R. C.

Hammond
Mr. G. Mc N.

Hargreaves

Mrs- E. Lloyd & iam- 
Mr.T. L- Lyons 
Miss A. M. Parish

Mai. & Mrs. E. F.
Moulton-Barrett

Mr. C. R. Relph 
Mr. G. V. Roberts 
Dr. & Mrs. F. R.

Saunders
Miss E. Saunders
Miss E. M. Shepperd'
Miss M. V. Smith
Miss B. Steer
Mrs. H. G. W. Taylor
Mrs. C. J. Veitch
Mr. L. W. Whitelocke 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J.

Wilson & fam.
Mr. R. E. Wyman 
Mrs. & Miss Wyndham

Miss M. Marsden 
Mr. P. H. Norton 
Mr. & Mrs. Ríaseos 
Mr. H. K. Ryan 
Mr. R. B. Rockhey 
Capt. & Mrs. Seamen

October 17th :—
Mrs.Ball Greene & fam. 
Mr. Hamlyn 
Mr. O. T. Henderson 
Mr. S. L. Hughes 
Mrs. & Miss Kerry 
Mrs. Lascelle 
Lt.-Cdr. Lavington 
Mrs. & Miss Low 
Mr; & Mrs. Machada 
Mrs. Macpherson 
Mrs. J. McBride & fam. 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Murray 
Mr. E. Murray 
Maj. & Mrs. Newton- 

Mrs. Grant Clare & fam.
Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Van Rensselaer,

Mrs. Arbuckle 
Mrs. Bfassington 
Commd. Briggs 
Mr. James Black 
Mr. George Black 
Rev. Culpan 
Miss S. de Boissiere 
Mr. R. Farnell
The Misses Ferguson (2) 
Mr. G. E. Geeve 
Mr. & Mrs. George

& family 
Mr. Gilson
Mr. & Mrs. Glendinning

October 14th:— 
Mr. H- E. Andrew 
Miss K- Ambridge 
Mrs. E. A- Archer 
Miss A- Ashby 
Mr- & Mrs. Bailey 
Mr- & Mrs- F. C-

Bancroft
Miss Bancroft 
Mrs. Beaumont 
Mr. H. E- Bradshaw 
Mr. G- G- Brown 
Miss E. L- Brown 
Miss L- H- Burd 
Mr- & Mrs- E- H-

Canning
Miss G- Canning 
Mr- J- L- C- Clarke 
Miss A- D. Clarke 
Mrs- E- Davies 
Mr- F- Freemantle 
Miss M- E. Gulson 
Mr. G- Gummer 
Mr- & Mrs. C- J- M.

Hamilton & fam-
Home arrivals from West Indies, 111

Plymouth, October 17 th :—
- • ' " - ’ Mr- C. M- G- HoyteMiss L. Bedard 
Mr. H. Cleghorn 
Mr- W- Coghill 
Mr. G. Finch 

Mrs. D- G. M- Hall 
Miss M- A. Hall 
Maj- O. C- Heidenstam 
Mr- & Mrs- H- C- B.

Hickling 
Miss P. H- Hicklihg 
Mr- E. Horn 
Mr- A. Houghton 
Mrs- K- N- Huggard 
Mr- M- Hughes 
Mr. H- Hunn 
Mr. N- Laird
Mrs- Lee
Mrs. M. L- Littlepage 
Mrs- H- Littlepage 
Mrs- F- J. Locke & fam- 
Mr- & Mrs- W- Mackay 
Mrs. A- J- Mathieu 
Mrs- J- M- H- McLeod 
Mr. N- H- McLeod 
Miss C. Nugent 
Mr- & Mrs- T. W- B-

O’Neal

Rev. Father Hunte 
Mr. J. Melhuish 
Mr- E. C- Newell 

Miss Parry 
Lady Rayner 
Miss Rowland 
Mrs. Sampson 
Dr- Seccombe 
Mr. T. Shields 
Mrs. Southwell 
Mrs- Southwell-Bourke 
Mr- A- Thomson 
Mrs. & Miss Townsend 
Lord Bishop of

Trinidad
Mrs. Vine
Mi • T. A- White 
Dr- & Mrs. Wiltshire

Mr. S. Pithie 
Mr- C- A- Raven 
Mr. E- Robinson 
Mr- C- S- Rogers 
Dr. & Mrs- F- O-

Simpson 
Mr. A. Shields 
Mr. F. G- K. Smith 
Miss C- Smith 
Mrs. Stollmeyer 
Mr. S.K. Walls 
Mrs- E- M. Wheating 
Miss W- J. Wheating 
Miss J. Whittaker 
Mr- & Mrs. J. Wilson 
Miss Wilson 
Mr. R. M. Wilson 
Mr- & Mrs- C. E-

Vincent
Mr- & Mrs. C- F- Fisher 

Yates
Mrs- M. E. Yearwood 
Miss D. Yearwood

s.s. Oranje Nassau,

Mr. J. Planchart 
Hon- G. C. Spencer 
Mr. E- T- E. Suddard 
Mr. & Mrs. I- Uchlein

FXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The fibres published below showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various date.
The figures p> bl h p J to The West India Cominjtteeb^therespe^^

have been ki
i Anti- Bar- i British

gua. ! bados. , Guiana
To ! To I To

1 Aug. 31| Aug. 31i Aug. 31

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
Aug. 31

"Y“*“ Grenada. Jamaica.
nica To To

Au?3»| A"8-
serrât. 

To
Aug. 31

Lucia. Nevis. 1 Vincent. 1 To
To To To Aug 31

Aug. 31 ( July 31 July 31 t_______ ,

i_______ _ I.------------ 1.----------------

Arrowroot .............................
Asphalt........................................ 289.794

.. -■ ■ ■■

« ~ ~

Cacao - - - - P*'
Cassava Starch ............... 1.073.001
-Coco-nuts .-• ................ ; 714,731
Coffee ................   j[bs : 129.809
Copra !
Cotton. M- Galante ................ • _ 105 797
Cotton. Sea island ................ V’™ ’ !
Cottonseed ................ "caraS 89529
Diamonds ..............................Cdrat' I
Dyewoods .............................
Ginger ................   i 5,477
Gold - !
Ground Nuts ... ................

Lime Juice (raw) ... — galls- 1040
,. (conetd.) ... — ••

.. oil.......................................... .7,243
Lime (citrate of) ... -
Logwood ... ............................ ' 102.690
Lumber................ ................
Mahogany ............................. . " । 57
Manjak ...............   87 949 16433.8 8 47,594
Molasses.........................................
Oranges......................................... ik ’
Essential Oils................ •• } ■
Petroleum .............................g
Pimento............................. — 14.657.423
Rice ............... ................ ]h *
Rubber ............................ - 1 4.397 354.239
Rum ......................................... i 1.275,350
Shingles ... — ................ * ' 7 703 1 31,860 56.584
Sr - ::: ~

275,286

2,579,735

36,316

1,075
17,919 

4,288,727

2,650

2,984

2,689

567,728

145,810
511

986
141,206
79,788
67.762

370,608

146,880
3,132

52,650

50.726

, 9,192,508

6,775,552 6,991,712

550 20.171,011
4,188.800

7,897 1.208,767
254,464 i

631,568 I

21,306
800 : 1.540.336

100 !
943.334

9,655
4.715

262

lOOi

1,175 ¡

935,827

7,826,448

676,086

45,482
J '

482

302,524
288,960

16.791
460

5,040

2.087

684

56

5,19 ■

1.249,715 ! 106,839
! 45,769

59.626 1 241,115 480

71.943 212,341
i 44,770

40 i 232.877 275,607
255,360 150

650

. 270,719
15,914
3,142

15.166
429

292 j
11,560 |
4,512 ! !

134,362 . 263.491 ; 66,785
244.646 900

3,024 J

361 '
8.000
3.791 4.685 61
3.077

94,097 
3,593

23 732 
40.581,245

12,184.779 
329

6.015,598

591

8,901

113.601
111.836

37.156.240

4,102 
22,853

48,618
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minories 2200-2201.
Telegrams—

“ Carib, 'London."

14, Trinity Square;
London, E.C.3.
Oct. 2hth„ 1922.

BANK RATE. 8 per cent, as from July 18th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Oct. 10th 
£ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 2
.. France 2 5 6
..Belgium 2 8 10
.. Italy ... 4 2 7

The intrinsic value

Oct.24th
£ s. d.

18 4 tin Spain ...
2 8 9 .. Germany
2 13 3 Austria
4 5 4 I ..Holland

Oct, 10th Oct. 24th 
£ s. d- £ s. d.
13 0 13 0

625 0 0 900 . 0 0 . 
Nominal Nominal

18 10 , 18 9

of the gold- sovereign is £1 Is. 10d.
SUGAR. The New York market has been strong, at 

an advance during the fortnight of 0.25c., the quotation for 
Cubans landed and duty paid yesterday being 5.53c., equiva­
lent to 3.75c., c.i.f., or about 3.60c., f.b.b.

Futures closed steady at: December 3.52c., January 
3.30c., March 3.16c., May 3.26c.

The Home Market is steady, with a slight hardening of' 
values. Yesterday’s values were :—London Granulated, 51/4| ; 
American Granulated, 50/- spot; West Indian Crystal­
lised, 42/- to 45/-; White Mauritius, 46/- to 47/- spot; 
White Java, 47/9 to 48/6 spot. Cuban 96. deg. was quoted 
nominally at 19/- c.i.f.

Terminal market values were: ’White, November 21/3, 
December 21/3, January 21/3; 96 deg., all nominal.

According to the Board of Trade Returns for September, 
the total imports for the month were 144,561 tons, of which 
37,323 tons were entered under the heading of refined, and 
107,238 tons as unrefined. Europe provided 3,949 tons of 
the refined, of which 2,561 tons came from Holland, Java 
7,866 tons, and the United States 12,092 tons, the latter a 
considerable falling off from the amounts of previous sup­
plies. Other non-European countries, it is presumed 
mainly Canada, contributed 13,414 tons. Of the unrefined 
it is noticeable that 192 tons came from Europe, of which 
41 tons was credited to Germany. The imports from Cuba 
were still comparatively small, 22,922 tons, the deficiency 
being made up by an import of 48,037 tons from Java. 
Mauritius supplied 3,312 tons and the British West Indies 
2,329 tons. British India is credited with 1,007 tons. The 
month’s output by the home refiners was 77,253 tons. The 
consumption for the month has been 131,565 tons. The 
imports for the nine months have been 1,467,173 tons con- 
sisting of 401,027 tons of refined and 1,066,146 tons of un­
refined. Of the 50,314 tons of refined which came from 
Europe, the bulk, 25,654 tons, was Czecho-SIovakiau, u 
lesser quantity of 19,394 tons coming from Holland. Rightly 
or wrongly, 637 tons is ascribed to Germany-. The total 
amount of Java direct consumption sugar received for the 
nine mouths has been 8,318 tons. No less than 259,880 tons 
of refined sugar have : come from the jUnited States during 

\ °Ut off l>066,146 tons of unrefined 
618,672 fons have come from Cuba, 106,458 tons from Mauri 
tius, 92,093 tons from the British West Indies, 70,616 tons 
from Brazil, and 61,795 tons from Peru

The consumption of the United Kingdom for the nine 
months has been 1 208,120 tons, as against 1,047,557 tons 
for the same period last year. It has been made 
37!,710 tons of imported refined, 122,169 tons of imported 

unrefined, apd 714 241 tons of home refined. It /s 
worthy of , note that the Java white sugar is included in 

refined, and the Mauritius white sugar classifier] 
unrefined.” The stocks on hand on September 30th 

amounted to 278,400 tons, consisting of 51 500 tons of 1' refined, 36,100 tons of foreign refined, ^9^^

unrefined. These figures compared with stocks on hand on 
August 31st of 296,6o0 tons, consisting of 48 150 tone f 
*ome refined 40,350 tons' of foreign refined, ’and 208 150 
tons unrefined. .

RUM remains dull and unchanged, with values nominal.
The imports for the month were 32,406 proof gallons, and 

the quantity drawn for consumption 94,773 galls. These 
figures bring the total imports for the nine months to 
1,423,175 galls., with a consumption of 975,326 galls. The 
consumption for the first nine months of last year was 
1,259,872 proof gallons. The exports for the month were 

•11,707 galls., making 332,698 galls, for the nine months as 
against 153,702 galls, for the first nine months of last year.

The stocks on hand on September 30th were 10,934,000 
galls., as against 11,037,000 galls, on August 31st.

CACAO remains very quiet. Good ordinary plantation 
to fine Trinidad is quoted at 65/- to 70/-, with small sales 
at the lower figure. Fine Grenada is selling slowly at 58/-. 
Export remains flat. The imports of cacao for the month 
amounted to 24,003 cwts., bringing those for the nine 
months up to 1,038,319 cwts. The British West India 
Islands supplied 5,772 cwts. for the month, and 119,259 
cwts. for the nine months. The month’s exports were 
48,767 cwts., and 297,919 cwts. for the nine months, the 
latter comparing with 362,938 cuts, for the first nine 
months of last year. The stocks on hand on September 
30th amounted to 689,000 cwts., as against 833,000 cwts. on 
August 31st.

ARROWROOT is quietly steady at 5d. to 5^d. for fair 
to good manufacturing, and 6d. to 7d. for grocery.

BALATA remains quiet, with West Indian sheet valued 
at 3/2| spot and forward at 2/11^ c.i.f.

BAY OIL. A small sale of high-testing oil has been 
made at 9/6 per lb.

COFFEE. At last week’s auctions offerings were small 
and the demand slow. No Jamaica has been offered re­
cently, and the quotation for good to fine ordinary is 
nominally unchanged at 65/- to 70/-. The market to-day 
is quiet, with export business dull.

COPRA is steady, with West Indian quoted at £24 15s., 
C.i.f. London or Rotterdam.

COTTON. West Indian Sea Island is unchanged at* 
medium 22d., fine 29d., and extra fine 35d.

HONEY. At auctions held on the 12th inst., 830 pack­
ages of all kinds were offered and met with a moderate 
demand. Jamaica sold at 32/6 to 52/6 for set dark to good 
set pale; and Cuban at 32/6 to 42/6 for liquid darkish to 
palish set, and 61/- to 62/- for very fine white set

is

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Handpressed 
S^lers asking 9/~’ but no business .. 

reported. Distilled is firm, with some business at 2/- for 
good. Lime Juice. Small sales of Raw -fair Dominica 
hqve been made at 2/3. Concentrated is sbgTrtlv dearer, 
with a good business at £16 15s.

LOGWOOD. Business remains slow. The nominal 
quotation is about £8 per ton.

ORANGE OIL. Sweet is quiet, with sellers on the 
spot at 9/6 per lb. Bitter is unchanged.
nn^R%E-UM* The Pr°duction of the United British 

of „ for ™

Tons ... 52,671 82,671 40,892 1920 1921
49,800 51,660

.J? UBB^R 1 ias been an active market on the fortnight 
ajTd prices have advanced 3d. per lb all mimd *orrn,ShL 
sheet is selling at llid.-llfd spot ' C P<i and

Ämj&Ä sä äää
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The West India Committee Rooms.

Telephone :
Minories 2200-2201.

Telegrams :
Carib. London.

14, Trinity Square, 
London, K.C. 3.
November 7th, 1922

empire exhibition and colonial produce

DURING the past few weeks there has been 
much discussion relative to the materials to 
be used in the erection of the buildings for 

the British Empire Exhibition, and the produce to 
be used by the caterers. This has arisen out of a 
letter which Mr. Donald, till then a member of the 
Management Committee, wrote to the Press, pro­
testing against his colleagues haying failed to lay 
it down that only Empire materials and produce 
should be used in connection with the Exhibition. 
On the face of it, Mr. Donald’s protest may seem 
reasonable enough ; but we think that the proper 
course for him to have adopted would have 
been to lay the matter before the Executive Council 
of the Exhibition rather than to stab his colleagues 

in the back, and give rise to a controversy which 
would have been no controversy at all if the matter 
had been dealt with tactfully. Following the pub­
lication of his letter, a conference was held between 
the A gents-General, the Chairmen of the various 
Group Committees, and the Committee of Manage­
ment, and at a subsequent meeting of the Execu­
tive Council it was decided to apnoint a Committee 
consisting of three representatives of the Executive 
Council, two members nominated by the High Com­
missioners, and one representing the Colonies and 
Protectorates, to thresh out the whole subject, it 
being laid down definitely that the views of the 
Executive Council are that only Empire materials 
and produce should be used in connection with the 
Exhibition. Lord Southborough, who presided 
at the meeting of the Executive Council, pointed 
out, however, that though every effort had been 
made to find contractors who would pledge them­
selves only to use Empire produce, the Exhibition 
authorities had so far failed to discover one, since 
no firm would bind itself to exclude foreign produce 
entirely from its Bills of Fare, for many and very 
obvious reasons. Meanwhile it is satisfactory to 
learn that no catering contract has yet been signed, 
and it remains to be seen whether the Agents- 
General, whose views are very pronounced in the 
matter, will be successful in devising arrangements 
which will overcome the present difficulty; and 
there can be no mistaking the strength of feeling in 
the Dominions and Colonies on this subject, as has 
been evinced by many cablegrams which have ap­
peared in the Press. For ourselves, we appreciate 
the difficulties presented by these exhibitions, and 
realise that it will not be possible to carry out to 
the letter any very hard and fast rule as to the use 
of Empire materials; for whatever may be said to 
the contrary, we know that there are many Exhi­
bition-goers who will not be induced to patronise 
Empire produce in the long run by having it forced 
down their throats on one occasion. They require 
coaxing, and we contend that the proper way to 
coax them is not by compelling them to drink Aus­
tralian champagne, for example, instead of the pro­
duce of France, but to induce them gradually to do 
so by advertisement, and by showing them the ad­
vantages which it offers. At the same time, West 
Indians, for example, would regard it as an outrage 
if the caterers were to use foreign sugar in prefer­
ence to British, where the latter can be obtained. 
There is, however, one matter to which we attach 
even greater importance than that of catering, and 
that is the question of the rights and privileges of 
exhibitors. In many exhibitions in the past there 
has been much unpleasantness through exhibitors 
being precluded from selling or distributing samples 
of their goods owing to restrictive clauses inserted
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in the agreement with contractors. This, we con­
sider, is not merely prejudicial, but positively dis­
astrous from the exhibitors’ point of view. It is 
manifestly an advantage where visitors can take 
away with them from an Exhibition samples of 
produce, such, for example, as tobacco, cigars, 
sugar, cocoa, arrowroot, etc., which they can taste 
at their leisure in their own homes and compare 
with the foreign article. It is, to our mind, no 
earthly good to show rows upon rows of bottles of 
preserves, pickles, sauces, spirits, etc., if visitors 
do not have an opportunity of handling them or 
tasting them. A box of cigars can convey nothing 
whatever to a visitor to an Exhibition, who would 
be most unwise to purchase one unless he could 
have an opportunity of handling or smoking one of 
them; and this applies, mutatis mutandis, to the 
hundred-and-one exhibits which are shown at 
Exhibitions of the kind in view. In the circum­
stances we rejoice to learn that no catering contract 
has yet been signed, and we may feel sure that 
intending exhibitors in the West Indies will most 
strongly endorse a letter which The West India 
Committee have addressed to the Manager of the 
Exhibition for the consideration of the Sub-Com­
mittee dealing with the matter, emphasising this 
point of view.

CANADIAN REFINED AND PREFERENCE.

WE note that it has been suggested in the West 
Indies that foreign sugar refined in Canada 
is being admitted to the United Kingdom 

at the British preferential rate of duty. Thus, Mr. 
II. B. G. Austin, speaking at a meeting of the 
British Guiana Chamber of Commerce, is reported 
to have said that at the last meeting of the 
Barbados Chamber it was brought to the notice 
of the Council that the Canadian refiners had been 
buying foreign (raw) sugars, refining them in bond 
and sending them over to the United Kingdom, 
where they were being entered under the preferen­
tial rate of duty. He added that he was not in a 
position to state that this was a fact, but his Coun­
cil had decided to write to the Chamber in British 
Guiana, and also to that in Trinidad, in respect of 
the matter.

Rumours similar to those referred to by Mr. 
Austin have for some little time been engaging the 
attention of The West India Committee, who have 
been in communication with the Board of Customs 
regarding the operation of the regulations in respect 
of Imperial Preference. In this connection we 
should point out that sugar refined within the 
Empire is admissible to Imperial Preference only 
in respect of such proportion of it as is shown to 
have been produced from raw sugar within the 
Empire. Moreover, the refiner is required to specify 
this proportion in the certificate of origin for each 
consignment. That these regulations are being 
strictly enforced by the Commissioners of Customs 
goes without saying. Apart from that, such figures 
as are available for a comparison between the pro 
portion of sugar supply of Canada which is drawn 
from Empire sources (including Canadian beet), and 
the proportion of Canadian refined sugar imported 
into this country which is admitted to preference 

do not appear to suggest that Canadian refined 
sugar is obtaining preference to a greater extent 
than is warranted by the proportion of Empire 
sugar imported into or grown in Canada. Taking 
the calendar year 1921, it will be found that the 
quantity of Canadian refined sugar imported into 
the United Kingdom wras 662,800 cwts., and of this 
236,802 cwts. were the subject of claims for deliver}’ 
at the preferential rates of duty. These figures 
certainly do not point to any contravention of the 
Customs regulations, and from enquiries that we 
have made we are satisfied that the Board of 
Customs, as is its wont, is as keenly on the look-out 
for any attempt to transgress its regulations as it 
has ever been.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.
At a meeting of the Executive on October 26th. 

the following candidates (8) were admitted to mem 
bership of The West India Committee :—

Nantes.
Mr. William Abbott, 

F.C.A. (London).
Mr. Thomas J. Steel 

(London).
.Mr. W. St. Clair Ashbv 

(Trinidad).

The Rev. R. A. Hendy 
(Country).

Mr D. C. Vaz, J.P. 
(jamaica).

Mr. R. A. Nugent Gordon 
(Jamaica).

Mr. II. M. Shepton 
(Malay States).

Mr. J. H. Loughrey 
(Africa).

Proposers and Second 
Mr. Gerald Otley C« 
Mr. G. R. Garnett.

( Mr. M. Howard Marsh.
) .Mr. Claude T. Berthon.
( Mr. A. Hamilton Roberts.
) .Mr. J. W. Caracciolo.
( .Mrs. Hayes.

The Right Rev. The Bishop 
( of Trinidad.
I Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.

Mr. E. A. de Pass.
í Mr. W. Gillespie.
\ Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.
Í Mr. Mewburn Garnett.
1 Mr. C. A. Campbell.
J Mr. James Edward Corbin.
I Mr. C. A. Campbell.

EMPIRE FRUIT TRADE.
In view of the projected development of West 

Indian trade in fruit with the United Kingdom, the 
utterances of Sir Henry Harwell, the Premier of 
New South Wales, on the subject of the Australian 
fruit trade with this country are of great value.

Under the caption, “ A Damning Indictment of 
Australian Fruit,” Nicko’s, the Australian fruit 
journal, reports a speech made by Sir Henry at a 
luncheon given him in Adelaide on his return from 
a recent visit to England, in the course of which 
he quoted what English dealers had said to him 
as to the manner in which the trade was conducted.

?p'nion among these was that the 
market m the I mted Kingdom for Australian fruit 
dence unl,mited,” but that the confi­
dence of both buyers and consumers had been 
emnlovedy methods of grading and packing

Aquite inferior to those of the 
Californian and South African fruit trade.
trade^T”“^,“ °1 -ue Jargest concern in the fruit 
done ^2X fai?Îhat Strahan growers had 
sentiment 7 ¿° the confidence inspired bv
XeT ? \ ?d J”8 advice to thcm was to start 
Africa’ 2“ “^ods ot Australia and South 
proper’ ¿2’ hen ,the whole trade was placed on a 
P P footing, and to adopt a special trade mark.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Cow dat b’long to butcher, neber say him berry 
well.”

* * *
The West Indian Currency Committee reassem­

bled on October 30th after the vacation, and it is 
understood that an interim report is now receiving 
consideration.

* * *
Mr. F. Evans, who has been in London in con­

nection with the sale of ex-enemy properties in the 
Cameroons, returned to Victoria, Cameroons, on 
November 1st.

* * *
A forty per cent, reduction in the freight rates 

on iron and steel products is announced by the 
“Conference” Lines operating between New York 
and West Indian ports.

* * *
The royalty payable on precious stones found in 

British Guiana is fixed at 50 cents per carat, and 
the maximum area of claims has been restricted to 
1,500 feet in length by 800 feet in breadth.

* * *
The Tanganyika Territory, the British Sphere of 

the Cameroons, and the British Sphere of Togoland, 
will be included as from November 1st in the defini­
tion of the British Empire for the purposes of Im­
perial Preference.

* * *
The Workman, the organ of West Indians in 

Panama, complains in its issue of September 30t 
that although there is a great deal of unemployment 
on the Isthmus, recent appeals for labour from t e 
United Fruit Company and other organisations 
there have been almost ignored.

* * *
A recent shipment of coffee from Cartagena ar­

rived at Barcelona reduced to powder by a weevil, 
the infection being tracked back to two ware ouses 
in the former port. II.M. Minister at a’ w ° 
repoits the above occurrence, states that there is 
thought to be little risk of the infection spreading.

*
The Royal Netherlands West India Mail has! is- 

sued an attractive pamphlet regarding e 
cruises to Barbados, Trinidad, the Spams ,
and Port Limon, which they are 
winter. The round trip fares are 
where 
call.

at one of the ports of
passengers stop over

***
nal states that the culti-

TheThe Indian Trade Journal states that. we - 
vation of the sugar cane is raPld1^ tee/ob- 
Burmah. New varieties of canes have teen ol>{ 
tained from India, and the loca p kinds 
Agriculture is also experimenting wit.
Up to now, only jaggery on a small scale has been

manufactured. w
* * * . ,

According to a recent report. by
States Department of Commerce, .. jm_
United States in ^l, 21
ported cane sugar, as a£ains short tons in
bined output, which was 3, ,

1921, was, approximately, 65 per cent, of the 
maximum capacity.

* *
On November 1st, the eighth anniversary of the 

action of Coronel, a laurel wreath was laid on Good 
Hope’s locker, the only remaining relic of Admiral 
Sir Christopher Cradock’s ship, which was left be­
hind at St. Lucia and deposited in the Imperial 
War Museum by the Hon. Gideon Murray. It will 
be recalled that a number of St. Lucians went down 
in the flagship.

Solicitor, cross-examining witness in a case (as 
reported in the Barbados Advocate) before a Bridge­
town magistrate on September 7th :—66 You were 
sprung ? ”

Magistrate : “ What that word means ?”
Solicitor : 66 Sprung means riled. We sometimes 

use Barbadian English here, although we know the 
other English.”

* * *
In one square mile of jungle near Kartabo, 

British Guiana, 750 species of vertebrate animals 
have been identified by Professor W. Beebe, this 
constituting a larger number than has ever been 
known to occur in any area of equal size in the 
world. After seven months’ intensive research work 
in this district, Professor Beebe has returned again 
to New York, having had, as he reports, the best 
season’s results he has yet experienced.

* * *
Canada bids fair to oust United Kingdom 

cement manufacturers from the Jamaica market. 
As the result of an aggressive sales campaign, one 
Canadian concern is reported to have sold more 
cement in the Colony in the last live months than 
was shipped there from the United Kingdom 
during the whole of 1921 (11,500 barrels of 400 
lbs.). The total amount of cement used in Jamaica 
is in the neighbourhood of 20,000 barrels annually.

* **
The sugar-beet crop of the Serb-Croat Slovene 

kingdom, according to recent reports which have 
reached the Board of Trade Journal, although a 
very fair one, will not be quite so good as had been 
anticipated. The September rams have had the 
effect, it is said, of reducing the sugar-content of 
the roots. It is estimated that the production of 
suear which this year has been considerably in­
creased, will amount to 3,000 wagons (30,000 tons).

# * *
During the first six months of the present year 

a total of 222,567 bags (of 60 kilogs.) of cocoa was 
shipped from the port of Bahia. H.M. Consul m 
the Brazilian port states that New York and other 
United States ports received nearly half, namely, 
107 067 bags, Hamburg coming second with 52,520 
bags and Buenos Aires third with 19,019 bags. 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam received 10,214 bags, 
and Havre, Marseilles, and Bordeaux 9 804 bags. 
Liverpool and London together received 1,415 bags. 
The balance went principally to Scandinavia, 
Belgium, and Uruguay. * *

The tourist season promises to be the! best 
the West Indies have enjoyed since the war.
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are once more ample facilities for reaching the 
Caribbean from the United Kingdom and among 
many enquirers for information from The West 
India Committee, who will be patronising the 
islands, are Lord Glanusk, C.B.E., C.B., D.S.O., 
and Colonel H. A. Barclay, C.V.O., T.D., who 
have sailed to Jamaica, and Lord Forteviot, who 
hopes to leave for that island later in the year, while 
Mr. Stephen McKenna, the brilliant young novelist, 
is making the Bahamas his objective. It is evident 
that the West Indies are regaining the popularity 
which they enjoyed before the war as a winter 
tourist resort.

* * *

Last Saturday was the 220th anniversary of the 
death of the gallant Benbow, one of England’s 
greatest admirals. As has been often related (for 
example in 66 West Indian Tales of Old ”), Benbow 
fell in with a French squadron on August 17th, 
1702, when through the treachery of his own cap­
tains he was left to maintain a running fight with 
omy two ships against the enemy’s seven. For four 
days he kept up the unequal struggle, and when 
shot m the face, arm and leg, ordered his hammock 
to be slung on the quarterdeck, whence he still 
directed the fight until his ships won free. He 
reached Jamaica, but succumbed to his wounds on 
November 4th, and his grave is still pointed out in 
the chancel of the Parish Church at Kingston.

* * *
The death of Admiral Sir Algernon de Horsey 

which occurred on October 21st, at the advanced 
age of 96, removes one more of the few survivors 
among those who took a prominent part in events 
following the Morant Bay Rebellion in Jamaica, in 

, In that year he was senior naval officer on 
the station, and captain of the Wolverine, which 

the nCeUe °f the outbreak and assisted
I.2 a Vnd ®uPPressmg the rebellion. Before 

that he had been flag lieutenant to Sir George F. 
Seymour, the Commander-in-Chief on the North 
American and West Indies Station, in 1851. After 

Captain de Horsey served the greater 
S ™ i.11 yearS on the West todies
station While in charge of the Brisk he captured, 
after a hard chase, a celebrated Spanish slaver, the 
Manuela, of 702 tons, with 846 slaves on board.

* * #

minster, on October 19th, the Bishnn 
faction’In th™ “ deep SenSe of dissatis-
in^ama^a wit? regard

social evils which now existed in the Colony ’ He 
did not say that they were getting worse but he 
could not dare to say that they wert gettffiä Ke« 
His Lordship paid a tribute to Canon siabv a 
clergyman of Jamaica, who after deciding to settle 
m this country had offered his services voluntarily 
to the Bishop, and since April had been engaged as 
Canon Missioner m going from narkh ° a. . 
throughout the diocese? Th? Venerable T“? 
deacon Simms, who also spoke, referred to they'd 

work in the matter of education that was being 
carried on in the Island.

* * *
It can safely be assumed that readers of the 

Circular are much interested in the affairs of the 
West Indies, Guiana, and Honduras, and that they 
study its pages for the express purpose of keeping 
in touch, and increasing their knowledge of those 
Colonies and their industries. In this connection 
the following publications (all of which are obtain­
able at The West India Committee Rooms, 14, 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.) should be of interest 
to them.

“ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar,” by Jones and 
Scard; 26/-.

The Banana : Its Cultivation, Distribution, and 
Commercial Uses,” by William Fawcett; 16/-.

“ Cacao : A Manual on the Cultivation and Curing 
of Cacao,” by J. Hinchley Hart; 8/-.

“The Cane Sugar Factory,” by F. I. beard; 3/-.
“ Historic Jamaica,” by Frank C. Cundall • 8/-.
“A Handbook of St. T"'-L - " ' " •

Burdon; 5/6.
“ The Annals of Codrington College,” by 

Herbert Bindley, /D.D.; 1/3.
These prices include postage.

* * *

Katherine

Canon T.

Aeromotors, in the form of revolving vanes on 
deck, have been supplied to drive small craft 
through narrow and shallow canals, and a descrip­
tion of the invention of Monsieur Des Bleds in this 
direction, with the results of a trial in British 
Guiana, appeared in The West India Committee 
Circular some years ago. A modification of the 
system, in which the driving vane wheels 
are partially in the water, has now been 
tried by Messrs. William Denny and Bros., 
the well-known shipbuilders, of Dumbarton, 
a vessel 100 ft. in length, 23| ft. in breadth, with 
a mean draught of 4 ft. 6^ in. and a displacement 
of 186 tons having been constructed for the pur- 
P°se. There are two vane wheels at the stern, 
each having three blades in the form of a segment, 
the area of gaps between them being nearly equal 
to that of the vanes. The diameter of the vanes is 
11 ft., and the lower part is immersed in the water 
to an extent which leaves the driving shafts and 
bosses well clear of it. The vane wheels rotate in 
pposite directions, so as to equalise the side thrust 

T^e results hitherto obtained 
show that, as compared with ordinary twin screws, 
a given speed is maintained with 116 shaft horse- 

as ™mPared wdb 197 for the ordinary pro­
peller The vanes are driven at 66 revs, per 

bThhe D?Sel °'1 enSines, each of 100 horse­
power. The speed attained is nine knots.

the skins of some
y ripe plantains and slice them very thin Have 

Should be’frie^11 lard’ in wldch the sliceS
hked “ ”Ch brown and served hot. If

ed’ sugar and spice may be sprinkled over them.

TeciPes for publication 
column mH be welcomed by the Editor. in this
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THE GENERAL ELECTION.

Parliament was dissolved on October 26th, and 
the General Election is to take place on November 
15th. On October 25th it was announced that the 
King has approved the following Ministerial ap­
pointments :—
Lord President of the Council and Deputy Leader of the 

House of Lords, The Rt. Hon. the Marquess of 
Salisbury, K.G., G.C.V.O.

Lord Chancellor, The Rt. Hon. Viscount Cave, K.C 
G.C.M.G.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, The Rt. Hon. Stanley 
Baldwin, M.P.

Secretary of State for Home Affairs, The Rt. Hon. W. C. 
Bridgeman, M.P.

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Leader of the 
House of Lords, The Rt. Hon. the Marquess Curzon 
of Kedleston, K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E.

Secretary of State for the Colonies, The Rt. Hon. the Duke 
of Devonshire, K.G., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.

Secretarv of State for India, The Rt. Hon. Viscount Peel, 
g.b'.e.

Secretarv of State for War, The Rt. Hon. the Earl of 
Derby, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.V.O.

First Lord of the Admiraltv, The Rt. Hon. L. C. M. S. 
Amery, M.P.

President of the Board of Trade, Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame, 
K.B.E., M.C., M.P.

President of the Board of Education, The Hon. E. F. L. 
Wood, M.P.

Minister of Health, The Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Griffith 
Boscawen, M.P.

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sir Robert A. 
Sanders, Bt., M.P.

Secretarv for Scotland, The Rt. Hon. Viscount Novar, 
G.C.M.G.

Attorney-General, Douglas McGarel Hogg, Esq., K.C.
Ixnd Advocate, The Hon. William Matson, K.C.

The King’s approval of the following additonal 
appointments was announced on November 1 :— 
Air Ministry, Secretary of State, Sir Samuel Hoare, Bt., 

C.M.G.
Minister of Labour, Sir Montague Barlow, K.B.E.
Minister of Pensions, G. C. Tryon, Esq.
First Commissioner of Works, Sir John Baird, Bt., C.M.G., 

D.S.O.
Solicitor-General, T. W. H. Inskip, Esq., C.B.E., K.C. 
Postmaster-General, Neville Chamberlain, Esq.
Under-Secretary of State for Home Affairs, The Hon. G. F.

Stanley, C.M.G.
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Ronald 

McNeill, Esq.
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, The Hon. M . 

Ormsby-Gore.
Under-Secretary of State for War, The Hon. Walter 

Guinness, D.S.O.
Financial Secretary to the War Office, The Hon. F. S. 

Jackson.
Under-Secretarv, Air Ministry, The Duke of Sutherland. 
Under-Secretary of State for India, Earl Winterton. 
Financial Secretary to the Admiralty, B. M. Eyres-Monsell, 

Esq.
Civil Lord of the Admiralty, The Marquess of Linlithgow. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Overseas Trade Department, Sir

William Joynson-Hicks, Bt.
Parliamentary Secretary, Board of Trade, Lord Wolmek.
Parliamentary Secretary, Office of Works and Transport, 

Wilfrid Ashley, Esq.
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Health, Earl 

Onslow, O.B.E.

Parliamentary Secretary and Deputy Minister of Fisheries, 
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Ancaster.

Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury, Rt. Hon. Leslie 
O. Wilson, C.M.G., D.S.O.

Lords Commissioners, H. Douglas King, Esq., C.B.E., 
D.S.O.; A. Buckley, Esq., D.S.O.

Under-Secretary for Health for Scotland, James Kidd^ Esq. 
Controller of the Household, H. Barnston, Esq.
Charity Commissioner, Godfrey Locker-Lampson, Esq.

His Majesty’s approval of the following appoint­
ments was announced on November 7th :—
Financial Secretary, Treasury, J. W. Hills, Esq. 
Secretary for Mines, G. R. Lane-Fox, Esq., M.P. 
Solicitor-General for Scotland, D. P. Fleming, Esq., K.C. 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Labour, A. Boyd- 

Carpenter, Esq.
Treasurer of the Household, George A. Gibbs, Esq.

It will be noted that Mr. L. C. M. S. Amery, who 
represented the Imperial Government at the Ottawa

Mr. Douglas Hogg, K.C., M.P.

Who has been appointed Attorney General in Mr. Bouar 
Law’s Ministry. A son of Mr. Quintin Hogg, Deputy 
Chairman of the West India Committee, Mr. Douglas 
Hogg acted in 1893 as an Overseer in British Guiana.

Conference on Trade between the West Indies and 
Canada in 1920 is now promoted to Cabinet rank, 
and that the Hon. E. F. L. Wood, whose report on 
his West Indian tour in 1921-22 is still the subject of 
talk, similarly enters the Cabinet. The West In­
dies will be sorry to lose his advocacy at the Colo­
nial Office, but will realise that his influence and 
power for helping them now that he is in the Cabinet 
will be even greater.

Another appointment of interest to West Indians 
and especially to members of The West India Com­
mittee will be that of Mr. Douglas Hogg, K.C., in­
asmuch as he is son of the late Mr. Quintin Hogg, 
Deputy-Chairman of The West India Committee
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from 1884 to 1898. Mr. Douglas Hogg has, more­
over, paid several visits to British Guiana.

Mr. Douglas Hogg first visited Georgetown as a 
small boy. In 1890, after leaving Eton, he re­
turned to British Guiana to learn the sugar busi­
ness, and to see the sugar estates there and in 
Trinidad and Jamaica, which he also visited, and 
finally he went out again in 1893 to act as overseer 
at Golden Fleece and Nonpareil, and so to qualify 
himself to manage the estates business in London, 
where he afterwards entered his father’s firm, then 
Hogg, Curtis Campbell & Co., with which he re­
mained until his father retired from the West India 
business. Mr. Douglas Hogg then went to the Bar, 
where his career has been uniformly brilliant and 
successful.

Mr. W7. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., who becomes Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, will require no 
introduction to West Indian readers, since he ac­
companied his predecessor to the West Indies in 
1921-22. Mr. Ormsby-Gore’s interest in West In­
dian affairs has been sufficiently indicated by the 
/papers which he has read, ,and the informative 
articles which he has communicated to the Press. 
It will, moreover, be recalled that he is Chairman 
of the Committee now sitting to consider the ques­
tion of West Indian Currency. He was one of the 
first new M.P.’s, having been returned, as Mr. 
Hogg was also, unopposed.

Sir Samuel Hoare, Bart., C.M.G., who is con 
testing the Chelsea division, is another friend of the 
West Indies, being a Director of the Belize Estate 
and Produce Company. He visited British Hon­
duras last year and on his return voiced his view's 
as to the desirability of appointing a High Com­
missioner for the West Indies. Sir Samuel Hoare, 
who is the second Baronet, served in the Yeomanry 
during the war. Educated at Oxford, he took a 
Double First, w'hich is no mean achievement.

The majorities in recent Parliaments have been :
Year. 
1886 Majorities.

Unionist .............. 1141892 .............. Liberal 401895 ... ... ’’’
Unionist ; . . 152

1900 .............. Unionist .............. 1.34
1906 ......................... Liberal ... 3561910, Jan.................... Liberal 124
1910, Dec.............................. Liberal ... 1261918 ................................... Coalition .............. 263

For purposes of reference, it will 
to record that before the dissolution 
Commons was constituted as follows

Coalition Unionists
Lister Unionists ...
Independent Unionists..............
Coalition Liberals
Independent Liberals
Labour Party ..............
Coalition Labour..............
National Democratic Party 
Independents ............ .
Sinn Fein
Nationalists
Speaker and Chairman ...

be of interest 
the House of

346
22

9
119
33
76

4

9
73

2

“VIA COLENDI BAUD FACILIS.”

The Agricultural College's Motto.

As briefly stated in last Circular, the above line, 
adapted from Virgil’s Georgies, Book 1, 120 and 
121, has been selected by the Governing Body as the 
motto of the West Indian Agricultural College. It 
may be roughly translated : “The path of culti­
vation is not an easy one.” Virgil’s line is : “Pater 
ipse colendi haud facilem esse viam voluit,” which 
may similarly be rendered : “God willed it that 
the path of cultivation should not be an easy one.”

With a view to establishing a tradition from the 
outset the Governing Body have also selected Col­
lege “colours,” those chosen being maroon and sage 
green bordered by narrow lines of white, the wearers 
of ties or hat ribbons of which, will, in days to 
come, be regarded as scientific agriculturists.

Before he handed over the Seals of Office, Mr. 
Winston Churchill, who has evinced a close interest 
in the agricultural movement, addressed a letter in 
the following terms to the Governors of the tropical 
African colonies :—

Downing Street,
31st July, 1922.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to yon a copy of 
the preliminary and provisional announcement and 
the first year’s Prospectus of the West Indian Agri­
cultural College.

2. This undertaking, which 1 regard as one of great 
importance to the West Indies, and of considerable 
interest to the Empire generally, has now reached a 
stage sufficiently advanced to enable a few students to 
be taken in October next. By that time one of the 
College buildings will be ready for use. The design 
for the main College building has been approved; 
plans are in course of preparation ; and it is hoped that 
this building will be completed in time for the College 
to receive a full complement of students bv October, 
1923. The former Imperial Department of Agriculture 
was absorbed into the College on the 1st April last.

3. You will no doubt consider how far it is possible 
for your Government usefully to enter into relations 
with the College, and whether it would be desirable 
to send any students to take courses of instruction 
there. You will observe that the tuition fees for the 
diploma course are ¿50 a year. Any exchange of 
publications that has been made with the Imperial 
Department should, of course, be continued with the 
College.

I am, etc., 
(Signed) Winston S. Churchill.

Among the visitors to The West India Commit­
tee s rooms at 14, Trinity Square, during the past 
month, have been the following :—

Mr L G. Alston, Mr. Robert Anderson, Miss L. 
Bedard, Mr. Alistair Cameron, Mr. Paul Cressall Dr 
V e u ’ T- Gow’ V- Hanschell’, Mr.
V C. Hanschell, Mr. W. Scott Herriot, Mr F W 
Hopkinson, Mrs. Knight, Hon. G. Laffitte, Mr. Dudlcv 
Leacock, Sir George Le Hunte, G.C.M G Mr W F

H- °Wer’ Mrs- Rutherford, Sir 
Arfhur Shipley, G.B.E., and Dr. E. M. Skeete, Mr. 
Max Smith Hon. W. A. S. Vickers, Hon. R. Aucher 
P aneTT’ M V R’ PunloP> i^d Forteviot, Mr.
E. D. Laborde, I.S.O., Lieut.-Colonel Sir Henrv 1 
Galway, K.C.M.G., D.S.O. ’707
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EUROPE’S SUGAR CROPS.

Licht's Estimates for 1922-23.

Herr F. O. Licht, of Magdeburg, who has re­
sumed the publication of his monthly report, gives 
the following estimate of European beet sugar pro­
duction for 1922-23, as compared with the actual 
results for 1921-22 :—

1922-3 1921-2
Tons. Tons.

Germany 1,600.000 1,300,000
Czecho-Slovakia ... 750,000 653,000
Austria 19,000 16,300
Hungary ......................................... 50,000 60,800
France ......................................... 560,000 305,000
Belgium 300,000 290,000
Holland ......................................... 285,000 380,000
Denmark 105,000 146,000
Sweden 63.000 235,000
Poland 270,000 174,000
Italy ... 260,000 217,500
Spain 170,000 83,000
Russia 220,000 50,000
Other countries ... 106,000 __ 76^200

Total, Europe ... 4,758,500 3,987,000

He thus foreshadows an increase of 700,000 tons.
The pre-war crop was however 8,918,638 tons and 
Europe therefore has much leeway still to make 
up. With regard to Germany’s production he 
gives the following figures for the twelve months
from September 1st to August 31st :— 

1921-22 1920-21
Tons Tons

Production 1,305,810 1,101 235
Imports ... 180,539*) 46,658**)
Initial Stocks onSept.lst^ 63,663 84,959

Total 1 550 012 1 232,852
Total Stocks on Aug. 31st 72,858__ 63,662
Deliveries ”17477,154 1,169,190
Exports ... J7240 _4_462_
Consumption 12 months 1,459,914 1,164,728
Consumption August 115,542 118,224

t 1 metric ton 1,000 kg.
* consumed therefrom 133,495 tons.

** foreign sugar for consumption.

1919-20 
Tons 

716 6271 
101.686**) 
217,798

1,036,111 
84,959

951,152 
4,969

946,183 
76,685

THE CUBAN CROP for 1921 1922.

The final total of the Cuban sugar crop for the 
1921-22 campaign is given by Guma-Mejer as 
3,996,387 tons.

This remarkable total compares with 3,936,040 
tons for 1920-21, and beats the previous record 
namely, 3,971,776 tons in 1918-19—and has been 
achieved in spite of financial difficulties an 
shortage, following the exodus of West Indians 
after the collapse of the boom. . .

The development of the Cuban sugar industry 
under American auspices been rapt , 
for 1899-1900—the year which followed the su^en 
der of the island to the United States—having been 

308,543 tons only.

To obviate the removal of their namas 
mailing list for the Circular, the few “embers ° 
The West India Committee who have not yet paid 
their subscription for the current year are requested 

to do so at once.

SOUTH AFRICA’S SUGAR.
By reason of the sub-tropical nature of the 

climate in Natal, that portion of the South African 
sugar industry is confined entirely to the coast 
lands. There is, however, a wide belt of fertile land 
in Zululand, stretching from the Umzini-Kulu River 
in the south, northward up the Zululand coast, 
where both soil and climate are suitable for sugar 
cane cultivation, and where the development of the 
South African industry is now taking place.

Figures given in the South African Sugar Journal

, n {.Russell
l° ° Sir Samuel Hoare, Bart., C.M.G.

The New Secretary of State for Air, who, as a Director 
of the Belize Produce and Estates Co., is 
interested in British Honduras, which he visited last year.

'Annual show that the industry increased from an 
output of 26,000 short tons in 1902-3 to 152,000 tons 
in 1921-22—in 1919-20 the output being as much as 

189,183 tons. ... ,. .
The total area under sugar cane cultivation in 

Natal and Zululand at the present time is estimated 
at 120,000 acres. The yield of cane varies greatly, 
according to soil and climate, the biggest return 
being obtained in Zululand. Some 1-ds give as much 
as 50 to 60 tons, but a fair average is 2a to 28 tons 
per acre, every second year, the canes taking from 
18 to 24 months to mature. The amount of sugar 
yielded varies considerably, according to quality 
of cane and factory efficiency, but a fair estimate 
is that from nine to ten tons of canes are required 
to make one ton of refining sugar, and from 11 to 
14 to make one ton of direct consumption sugar. It 
s interesting to note that the first industrial sugar 

cane in South Africa was planted m Natal in 1849, 
the first sugar being made in 1852. The cane was 
X Green Natal (green transparent), which the 
Annual states, was probably indigenous to th 

colony.
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SUGAR EXPORT CORPORATION. GLUCOSE AS SUGAR SUBSTITUTE.

Result of First Year’s Working.
It will be remembered that at the close of last 

year there was considerable animation in sugar 
circles of the United States in connection with the 
formation of a combine between United States 
refiners and Cuban producers, for the purpose of 
refining sugar on “ toll ” in bond for export pur­
poses, a special Act—the Webb Act—being passed 
for the purpose of enabling the bonding manufac­
ture to be carried out. Much apprehension was 
felt at the time in the West Indies as to the extent 
of the operations, it being feared that the large 
quantity of comparatively cheap sugar thus result­
ing and dumped on the United Kingdom might 
seriously prejudice the market there for West 
Indian production.

The Sugar Export Corporation, as the combine 
was termed, has, says the Louisiana Planter, now 
issued its report. The corporation came into exist­
ence by joint co-operation on the part of several 
sugar refiners in the United States on October 15th, 
1921, and the contract with the Cuban producers, 
which was for 230,000 tons, was completed on 
December 24th, 1921, the entire quantity being 
refined and sold by May 1st, 1922. The gross re­
ceipts from the sales was $16,000,000. The sugar 
was shipped to fifty-seven countries. The largest 
amount (53,800 tons) was sent to England. France 
purchased 36,500 tons, Germany 10,600 tons, India 
11,300 tons, China 10,300 tons, and the West Indies 
790 tons. The report states that “the net results 
obtained for the producers correspond to that ob­
tained by other sellers of Cuban sugars for the same 
period.”

MOLASSES IN CANADA.

Railways refuse to carry Puncheons.
Puncheons of molasses will no longer be accepted 

by the Canadian railways for transport over their 
systems after December 31st, 1924. In announc- 
mg this decision the Chairman of the Canadian 
freight Association states that this action is-neces­
sary because the experience of the railways is that 
the puncheon is too frail a container for handling 
such a heavy commodity, which has resulted in 
numerous claims for loss and damage. It is felt 
that if molasses came forward in barrels or tierces 
containing from 40 to 50 gallons, it would stand 
the steamship journey better, and could be loaded 
m cars more economically, the barrels or tierces 
being placed on end, instead of on their side thus 
eliminating the necessity of expensive blocking.

the barrels or tierces would also avoid loss of 
time, to wayfreight and freighthouse crews, which 
the railways are now experiencing, due to the care 
necessary in the handling of so heavy a package as 
the puncheon.

It is the view of the railways that with the long 
notice hereby given to the trade, there should be 
no difficulty for shippers to substitute barrels or 
tierces on or before January 1st, 1925, for the 
puncheons now in use.

During the war, when sugar was scarce, glucose, 
or invert sugar, was very freely used in the manu­
facture of jams. One hoped that this substitute had 
been discarded, but we regret to notice that the 
Confectionery Journal drawls attention to an article 
in the Practicien Industriel, describing a method of 
using glucose, “which may be found useful.”

Says our contemporary : There are, as we know, 
various kinds of sugar, with names ending in ose. 
Sucrose or cane sugar, glucose, starch sugar, mal­
tose, malt sugar, fructose, ripe fruit sugar, etc. 
All are composed of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen 
in different proportions. The formula for sucrose 
is CiJLoOu; that for glucose C6H12OG. When 
sucrose is treated with acid in normal conditions it 
becomes hydrolysed, and is transformed into invert 
sugar, a mixture of 50 per cent, glucose and 50 per 
cent, fructose. The characteristic of fructose is 
very great sweetness. It is considered to be ap­
proximately 30 per cent, sweeter than cane sugar 
or sucrose. Cane sugar (100 lbs.) gives 105| lbs. 
of invert sugar, which is in sweetening power equi­
valent to 135 lbs. of cane sugar. Nutritive value is 
about the same. Thus there is apparently a pos­
sibility of saving. Invert sugar does not crystallise.

The formula for work is as follows :—Add 41 
pints of water to 10 lbs. of granular sugar and 
1-5 oz. of tartaric acid. Boil the solution slowly in 
a covered vessel for thirty to thirty-five minutes, 
taking care to stop boiling before the solution 
darkens in colour and acquires a flavour of grain 
syrup. When this operation is properly executed 
it gives about 14 lbs. of syrup, 1 lb. of which has 
a sweetening power equivalent to that of 1 lb out 
of the 10 lbs. of cane sugar. Thus 4 lb. of this syrup 
has as much sweetening power as 1 lb. of cane 
sugar. It is a wonder that invert sugar is not in 
greater use, especially in times of scarcitv.

LECTURES ON HYGIENE.

Ihe Royal Sanitary Institute have arranged for 
a series of lectures on tropical hygiene to be de- 

9°’ «ucklngham Palace Road, in Novem- 
oer. these will comprise :__

Monday Nov. 20th : “ Tiré Sanitarv Inspector in the 
Tropics,” by Dr. Andrew Balfour ’

o St : “ Hook Wo™ Disease and the 
Clmn^ha' >ntTO1,ln" ll’” bT Lieut.-Col. Win. Weskv

their

“ FUes a,,d by

by™.^  ̂ and ni—>”

did?6 le^tur.es’ which will be illustrated bv lantern 
slides and cinematograph films, will commence at 
4 p.m. on each day. The chairmpn will i c- 
Ronald Ross, Sir Havelock Charts sZ Wn- 
Leishman, Colonel A. W XK ’ and Si ’“7 
Kingston Fowler. ’ and Sir J.
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INDIA'S SUGAR TRADE.

By Ka san ji D. Naik.

The article summarised below was published as 
a supplement to the “ Indian Trade Journal ” of 
September 21st. It is of special interest, showing 
as it does the relation between prices and the de­
mand for sugar by the native population of India, 
and also the development of sugar production on 
modern lines.

The year 1921 marks a large recovery in the 
import trade of sugar in India. Prices in 1920 had 
reached unheard of levels, with the result that 
imports were curtailed; only 236,095 tons net of 
foreign refined and unrefined sugar being imported, 
as compared with 748,544 tons in the calendar year 
1913. Stocks in India were thus very low in the 
beginning of the year 1921, and the work of replen­
ishing was facilitated by the continuous fall in prices 
that took place during the year as the result of an 
increase of a million and a half long tons in the 
world’s production of cane and beet sugar as com­
pared with the previous year, the heavy carry 
over in the United States of America, and the 
general under-consumption of sugar in Europe.

The year also saw an increase in the Indian im­
port duty on sugar from 10 to 15 per cent, ad 
valorem, but this had practically no effect in re­
stricting imports, as for the first time after April, 
1919, sugar became cheap enough for consumption 
by men of ordinary means.
'India’s production of cane and palm gur or 

jaggerv during the year amounted to 2,448,000 
tons against 2,951,000 tons in the previous year. 
She also imported from countries situated on her 
borders 526.2 tons of unrefined sugar, i.e., gur, 
as compared with 680.5 tons in the year 1920. A 
very small portion of the total output of gur or 
jaggery is usually exported by sea to the United 
Kingdom, Ceylon, and neighbouring countries. 
During the vear under review the exports by sea 
showed a considerable falling off, totalling only 
5,721 tons, as against 22,875 tons in the previous 
year. The United Kingdom took only 1,476 tons, 
as against 16,551 tons in the previous vear. ^ylon 
also took less, only 3,045 tons, as against 5,034 
tons in 1920. The exports of gur by land showe 
an increase during the year, aggregating 7,423.J 
tons, as compared with 6,398.2 tons in • 
less than 285,000 tons of gur and rab were co - 
sumed in refineries for making refined sug .
thus find that a total of 2,150,382 tons was left m 
the country for consumption, as compa 
2,572,400 tons in the previous year „nnn{ac

During the year under review India manufac 
tured 73,113 tons of refined sugar in her 29 modern 
factories and refineries, an increaseo nea^y ’ 
tons over the output in the year 1920. Herp» 
duction of refined sugar by the in ig P 
of sugar making may be estimated at «0,000 tons, 
making a total of 123,113 tons refined sugamm 
factured in the country. A Por '°u including 
is exported by sea to Asiatic Turkey mcludmg 
Mesopotamia, Persia and Cey on. 

fell during the year, the total quantity exported 
being only 1,402 tons, as against 4,296 tons in the 
year 1920.

India’s own production of refined sugar is in­
sufficient for her requirements. She has, there­
fore, to import from abroad, the main sources of 
supply being Java, Mauritius, and Continental 
Europe. As compared with the previous year, the 
imports from Java and Mauritius were heavy. As 
the prices of Java white and brown sugars were 
falling, and as local stocks were depleted, India 
took the opportunity of buying heavily. As re­
gards Mauritius, the control of the Royal Commis­
sion on supplies of sugar in that island came to an 
end in February, 1921, and the crop of 1920-21 
was a bumper one. These favourable circumstances 
account for heavy importations of Mauritius sugar. 
Beet sugar, the supply of which was temporarily 
cut off during the war, was imported during the 
year under review to the extent of 7,140 tons from 
Belgium and the Netherlands.

The table on the following page shows the im­
ports of foreign sugar during the pre-war year 1913 
and the last three years :—

Imports by Sea of Sugar 16 D.S. and Above Dubing

the Calendar Years 1913 AND 1919—1921.

Sugar 16 D. S
1913 1919 1920 19211

Countries from which Quan tit j7 Quantity Quantity Quantity
imported. in tons. in tons. in tons-

85United Kingdom 930 97 7
Germany 4,523 —

5,312 
1,828

Belgium 407 — —
Netherlands — — —
France 35 —

Austria-Hungary 73,595 — — —

Straits Settlements
8,850 

271,949
(including Labuan) 3,008

Java • •• 551,864
19,874

340,417
6,74/ 

533,943
China (including 

Hongkong)
Japan
Egypt

1,979 
(a) 
(a)

10,815
587 

2,903

7,251
957

4,911
176

4,746
651
401 

. 1,471
Ceylon (a)
Mauritius and 

Dependencies 
Other Countries

113,091
494

44,523
161

16,987
1,910

25,161
3,641

Total 749,926 419,381 312,998 583,986

(a) Included under “ other countries.”

A negligible quantity of sugar 16 D.S. and above 
is imported by land from Afghanistan, Western 
China and the countries situated on India s 
borders. The imports were this year 11.45 tons, 
as against 10.55 tons in 1920.

India’s imports of refined sugar both by sea and 
land thus amounted to 583,997 tons, while raw 
sugar (not gur) was imported to the extent ot 506 
tons It should be noted that all this sugar is not 
consumed within the country. A part is re­
exported by sea and by land. The re-exports by 
sea of foreign refined sugar, which are principally 
to Arabia, Persia, Kenya Colony, Asiatic Turkey, 
and Aden and Dependencies, showed a decline dur­
ing the year, only 28,418 tons being re-exported, 
as against 77,579 tons in the previous year. this 
decline is, however, natural, the year 1920 being 
exceptional in the history of sugar, the 
of demand and high prices prevailing m Europe 
and America causing India to re-export a larg.
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quantity to the United Kingdom, the United States 
of America, Belgium and the Netherlands—coun­
tries which do not usually draw upon India for 
their supplies. As regards exports by land, these 
showed an increase naturally, because the fall in 
prices encouraged consumption. These amounted 
to 9,649 tons, as against 5,845 tons in the year 
1920.

The re-exports by sea of foreign unrefined sugar 
are significant. Only 20 tons out of the 506 
tons imported were re-exported during the year.

Summarising the position, we find that exclusive 
of the stocks carried over from the previous year 
there were 668,127 tons of white and brown sugar 
available in India for consumption during the year, 
as shown below :—

T . Tons.
India s production of refined sugar ... ... 123,113
India’s import by sea of white and brown sugar 584’492
India’s imports by land of refined sugar ... 11

, Grand Total 707,616
Deduct—

Re-exports by sea of foreign refined and un­
refined sugar ... ... ... ^8 438

Exports by sea of refined sugar produced in India 1 402
Exports by land of refined sugar ... ... 9 649

Total 39,489

We are unable to say how much of this sugar 
was actually consumed during the year and what 
quantity was stored as invisible stocks. But a 
comparison of the visible stocks at Bombay, 
Karachi and Calcutta in January, 1921, and the 
beginning of 1922 shows that there was a consider­
able carry over at the end of the year.

Calcutta (Port Ware- 
• houses only)

Bombay Total Stocks

Karachi Total Stocks

Total

1921 
Stocks in bags. 

138,687 (4th Jan.
1921).

184,000 (1st Jan.
1921).

137,000 (5th Jan.
1921).

459,687

1922
Stocks in bags. 

376,052 (3rd Jan.
1922).

241,000 (1st Jan.
1922).

227,000 (28th Dec.
1921).

844,052

During the calendar year 1921curing the calendar year 1921 India imported 
y sea 78,170 tons of molasses, as against 91,918 

tons in 1920. In the five years preceding the war 
the net imports of this commodity averaged 93 354 
tons Over 45 000 tons of molasses are produced 
m India by modern factories and refineries. Besides 
this, nearly 50,000 tons of molasses are produced 
eve! y year by small establishments refining yur 
according to the indigenous process. .All this is 
consumed within the country, as there are no ex­
ports or re-exports of this commodity. It is nrinci 
pally used for distilling for rum and for curing 
tobacco. It has not yet come into any appreciable 
use as a cattle food, nor is this by-product of the 
sugar industry being utilised for the manufacture 
of motor fuel, although it is reported that some 
firms are interesting themselves in this matter.

India imports confectionery, including jams and 
jellies principally from the United Kingdom and 
Australia. During the year under review there

(Continued at foot of next column.)

ARRACK AND ALCOHOL.

The Ce.ylon Government has appointed a Com­
mission to report on the prospects of combining the 
distillation of arrack on a large scale with the pro­
duction of power alcohol and the manufacture of 
sugar, says the Manchester Guardian Commercial.

An effective denaturing product is found in the 
locally produced citronella oil. Coco-nut and pal- 
mirah toddy, maize, cassava, sugar-cane, and waste 
vegetable matter are suggested as suitable bases 
for the production of power alcohol. The late sugar 
refineries at Jaffna proved that Ceylon could pro­
duce good power alcohol at a fair price from molas­
ses or toddy. Experts attribute the failure of the 
sugar refineries mainly to wrongly designed 
machinery. The same machinery with some altera­
tions is now giving a good return in India.

It is the opinion of experts that Ceylon, like 
Mauritius, could easily grow 30 tons of cane per 
acre, yielding 2 to 2| tons of refined sugar. Even 
with 25 tons of cane per acre a fair profit could be 
made. A central sugar factory to deal with 250 
tons of cane daily, or 25,000 tons per season of 100 
days, would require 1,000 acres at 25 tons per 
acre. Crop rotation would increase the acreage to 
2,000 acres. The cane would yield 12 per cent, total 
sugar and molasses, or 3,000 tons per season, of 
which 70 per cent, would be first-quality sugar, 20 
per cent, second quality, and 10 ner cent, molasses.

In order to supply the sugar at present imported 
into Ceylon eight factories of the above capacity 
would be required.

was a decrease in the imports under this head, only 
1,137.5 tons having been imported against 2,743 
tons in the year 1920. The whole of the quantity 
imported is not consumed within the country. A 
portion of this is re-exported, the figures this year 
being 60 tons (confectionery excluding jams ’and 
jellies), against 4 a tons last year. India also ex­
ports by sea to foreign countries confectionery 
locally manufactured, the figures for the year under 
review being 54 tons, against 34 tons in the year 
1920. J

It is clear from this review that India’s net im­
ports by sea of foreign refined and unrefined sugar 
during the year amounted to no less than 556 054 
tons. Although the imports were less than in the 
pre-war year 1913, when they totalled 748,544 tons 
trie money value was greater than that year by 
Rs. 9,12,85,670. The fact that India is well able 
to spend over 22 crores of rupees on her su^ar re­
quirements should act as a powerful stimulus to 
capitalists to explore all suitable localities for set- 

factories on up-to-date 
scientific lines. The enhancement of the import 
duty on sugar from 15 to 25 per cent, and the in­
creased railway freights should prove an additional 
incentive to the development of the Indian su^ar 
industry on sound lines, and it is hoped that the 
necessary enterprise and capital will be forthcoming 
in the near future. 0
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SANITATION IN THE TROPICS.
By Professor W. J. Simpson, C.M.G., M.D., 

F.R.C.P., D.P.H.
(Continued from page 495 and concluded.)

The prevention of disease is a financial gain. 
Each life has a potential value which reaches the 
maximum at the productive age. From this aspect 
the mortality and sickness caused by either ende­
mic or epidemic disease mean a monetary loss to 
the community and to the individual. To combat 
an epidemic there is the large expenditure which 
has to be paid by the community on measures for 
the suppression of the disease. Extra staffs, 
hospitals, nurses, medicine and other requisite 
material soon swallow up large sums of money. 
There is also the financial loss due to death and 
sickness, and there are the commercial and trade 
losses due to quarantine and restrictive regulations 
on transit of goods and merchandise. If these 
items of cost, direct and indirect, were dealt with 
in medical reports on each epidemic the total 
amount would surprise most people. It was esti­
mated that Bombay lost £100,000 a week when 
plague broke out in that town in 1896.

Some fifty years ago an eminent and exception­
ally experienced British sanitarian declared, as a 
result of careful work and observation, that “ It 
has been proved over and over again that nothing 
is so costly in all ways as disease, and that nothing 
is so remunerative as the outlay which augments 
health and in doing so augments the amount and 
value of the work done.”

It is not easy to get this well-established fact 
recognised. The Americans have realized it more 
quickly than those responsible for the welfare of 
the native population in our tropical possessions. 
Once it is grasped there will be hope of more rapid 
progress than at present obtains.

The modern American view based on experience 
is that prevention of disease in a community is a 
commercial asset—and that an organization for 
that purpose is a paying concern. They were con­
vinced by Gorgas’s success in abolishing yellow 
fever from Havana and introducing sanitary 
measures which converted that extraordinary un­
healthy city into one of the healthiest in the world. 
Havana is no longer avoided as a place of pesti­
lence. That conviction was still further strength­
ened by Gorgas’s triumph in the Panama Cana 
Zone, where he conquered yellow fever and 
malaria, and reduced the death-rate amongst 
canal employees from 40 per 1,000 per annum m 
1904 to 7.5 per 1,000 later; and by this means 
gave opportunity for the e’'glneer™8 ,W?„ndifions 
carried out by Goethal under heal Y Presi- 
Although Gorgas was given a free handby 
dent Roosevelt, he accomplished his S^eattas^ 
economically, and there was no ex g 
penditure. The cost did not exceed one per cent, 

of the capital outlay. , failureIn contrast to this achievement wa ^failure 

of the former attempt not on a collapse,
neering difficulties, but owing o super­
caused bv the enormous expenditure P
vision and labour entailed by sickness and de h 
as well as the alarm created by the great loss oi 

life. The French lost over 22,000 labourers in five 
years; . 1,000 negroes imported from the West 
Indies died within six months and 1,000 Chinamen 
lost their lives in the same period.

To these striking examples of the power of pro­
perly directed preventive measures may be added 
some of the experiences of the effect of tropical 
sanitation work in the Southern States of the In­
ternational Health Board of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. The Board are thoroughly convinced 
that the prevention of disease is a paying concern 
and that it is cheaper to possess a well-organized 
and trained service to remove the conditions 
favourable to epidemics and endemics than to 
sustain the economic losses attaching to the pre­
valence of preventable disease. They preach it 
everywhere they go, and more than this, they 
demonstrate it. The Board have been carrying on 
field experiments in town and country for a num­
ber of years with the object of showing that the 
control of malaria is practicable in town, village 
and country, and is a paying concern. Having 
succeeded on a small scale they, in 1920, with the 
help of the United States Public Health Service, 
extended their operations to 52 small towns for 
demonstration purposes, and in 1921 to another 26 
with the result that malaria cases were reduced 
from 30 to 98 per cent, at an average cost per head 
of about 78 cents.

As one illustration out of many similar ones, 
Bamberger, a small town in South Carolina, in the 
year 1918, spent on malaria alone some 24,000 
dollars in the form of wages lost, doctors’ bills and 
medicines, and in 1919 over 35,000 dollars, where­
as in 1920, when anti-malarial measures were put 
into operation, it spent 5,000 dollars, and in 1921 
less than 1,000 dollars.

The Board’s preventive work on hookworm 
disease in different parts of the Tropics is wel 
known, and its bearmg on the physical and mental 
condition oi those formerly affected. In this con­
nection it is particularly instructive to note that, 
in the counties of the Southern States where the 
work has been carried on, the reduction in hook­
worm has not only removed a menace to health 
and working efficiency but it has also caused a 
decline in the incidence of dysentery and typhoid 
fever while at the same time the economic and 
social changes have been as remarkable as the 

^y renewed efforts on an organised 

suitable wider, and economical basis, such as I 
have advocated elsewhere, by British local Govern­
ments to ameliorate unhealthy conditions m the 
Tropics and prevent epidemics, one question may 
be asked and it is this. Seeing the import­
ance it is to the Empire that our tropical regions 
should be fully developed, are no British Rocke 
fellers to be found to assist financially the newly- 
founded Tropical Disease Prevention Association, 
whi^h has for its object to work m conjunction 
with the local Governments in their difficult task, 
and do for the British tropical possessions what 
the American Rockefeller is doing, not only for 
his own country and her possessions but also 

internationally ?
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STANN CREEK RAILWAY.
Strangling Effect; of Panama Disease.

Judging from the report of Mr. G. W. E. Francis, 
Acting Superintendent for the year 1921, the Stann 
Creek Railway in British Honduras is in a bad way.

Its traffic and receipts continue to decline, as is 
shown by the following figures taken from the last 
two reports :—

1919.
7.563 

1,331,908 lbs.
449,877 bunches 
81,025 (fingers) 

5,700
77,804 feet

1920.
6,056

1,171,002 ibs.
363,008 bunches
46,675 (fingers)

2,125
94,028 feet

Passengers carried
Goods ,,
Bananas ,,
Plantains ,,
Suckers (bits) ,, 
Lumber ,,

1921.
4,166 

1,100,309 lbs.
196,923 bunches
77,150 (fingers)
5,750

41,103 feet

Passenger Receipts $2,588.84 $2,164.00 $1,259.25
°°ods $22,575.83 $18,410.00 $10,281.00

No particulars are vouchsafed with respect to ex­
penditure, which is an unsatisfactory feature of the 
report.

The trouble has been largely due to the outbreak 
of Panama disease, which still holds the banana 
fields in the district in its “relentless grip” with the 
result that “a feeling of pessimisn>, carried over 
from previous years, seemed to have taken hold 
of the cultivators, large and small, in the banana 
area.” The hope that cane cultivation might be de­
veloped failed to materialise, and to add to the diffi­
culties stock and permanent way are deteriorating. 
Only one train a week is now run over the line and 
much difficulty is experienced in keeping down 
weeds and grass.

It may be recalled that this line was the official 
response to the larger schemes put forward by 
capitalists for the construction of a railway to the 
Guatemala frontier by Mr. Merrilees, Mr. Walter

Perks and Co-’ Mr- Waddington, 
and Mr C T Hunter. The Stann Creek line, which 
runs inland from Commerce Bight, 80 miles south 
o Belize, has no through traffic, coming as it does 
to a dead end 25 miles inland. A 20 in. gauge was 
first suggested, but as a result of the protests of 
the legislature, this was increased to 3 ft., and the 
line was opened on October 17th, 1907.

HEALTH it WELFARE SOCIETY.

At a meeting of the West India Health and Wel­
fare Society, held on October 31st, at the Royal 
Colonial Institute, the following Managing Com­
mittee was appointed, on the motion of Sir 
Sedem Hodgson, K.C.M.G., V.D., seconded by 
Mr. G. Moody Stuart : — J
Mr K-C'M-G-. K.BX, Chairman,
Swift G n p i LUL' ,Chairman. Dame Sarah 
Hon RR;?' (British Red Cross Society),
Hon. Mrs Gideon Murray (Overseas Nursing Asso­
ciation), Mrs Mmett, M.D., Mrs. Freeland, mX. John 
Bromley (St. Kitts Baby Saving Leaone) Mrs PoW

Sir
G.C.M.G., Sir Robert Roden, Mr. E. A. de Pass Mr 
Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G., Mr. G. Elliott Sealy’ Dr 
Andrew Balfour C B., C.M.G., Dr. Allwood, Dr G C 
Low, Di. H. B. Newham, C.M.G Dr
Gray, Dr. W. H. Fretz, Capt G Kntaht m gC 
Treasurer), and Dr. G. B. Mason (Hon. Secretary1)' 
.. * ?f thimks to Sir George ¿e Hunte, the rt 
tiring Chairman, was proposed by Sir W. Grey Bilson 
and seconded by Dr. G. B. Mason. 3 S U

THE HEALTH OF BRITISH 
HONDURAS.

Dr. the Hon. James Cran, M.D., O.B.E., in a 
letter published in the British Medical Journal, of 
October 28th, stoutly defends British Honduras 
against charges made by Dr. Freemantle in Parlia­
ment, to the effect that the Colony had neglected 
good advice given to it by Sir Rubert Boyce,* and 
that outbreaks of yellow fever continued to occur. 
Says Dr. Cran :—

From the date of Sir Rubert Boyce’s visit in 1905 no 
outbreak of yellow fever occurred in British Honduras 
until 1921. In 1905 the outbreak occurred in Belize, a 
town of over 10,000 inhabitants, through which passes 
all the overseas trade of the Colony. It was confined 
to about twenty cases and was stamped out in six 
weeks. This w’as characterised by Dr. J. N. Thomas, 
of New Orleans, one of the leading men of the United’ 
States Public Health Service, as one of the finest pieces 
of work he had seen.

Last year the outbreak took place at a large second­
ary college about one mile from Belize. Seventeen 
cases occurred there, but the epidemic was stamped out 
in sixteen days. Although the epidemic reached the 
town only three cases occurred there. Surely one 
might arrive at one of two deductions, either tliat the 
“ extraordinary insanitary conditions ” do not exist 
or that the public health service is “ extraordinariIv 
effective. As a matter of fact, British Honduras' is 
extraordinarily free from infectious disc ses. Not­
withstanding the fact that plague, yellow fever, small­
pox, alastrim, typhus, typhoid, and diphtheria have 
all been found amongst our nearest and most intimate 
neighbours, we have managed to keep them all at 
arm s length with the single exception referred to.

British Honduras is a much maligned colony, but 
undeservedly so as regards its health conditions I 
have lived here for over twenty-five years, and have

? °VW° b?ef 0003310113 been off duty on account of 
ni health, and there are not a few foreigners who can 
relate the same history.—I am, etc.
„ L H is “detesting to find Lieut.-
Coionel Max Smith, in his latest annual report on 
the Colony, exclaiming :—

“ The old saying ‘ Give a dog a bad name and haim 
him applies to British Honduras, and those who live 
there wonder how many more years will elapse before 
l^^enerallty wil1 ^Hse that for Europeans

mg a normal life and taking common precautions 
the climate will be found salubrious, pleasant and 
healthy. Leaving out 1918, in which yiir there was an 
gidemic of influenza, the death-rate taken over a num­
ber of years approximates to 26 oer t ‘i 
one-fifth of this number of deaths occurs in children 
thiv^r m Who ^ten than ^tdie
oM‘^^ °f their a"d ”Ot “

is standing for Parliament as 
the Liberal candidate for Hertford Hie nnnn * 
is Rear-Admiral M. F. Sueter PP

Committee at the reduced price of 5 each
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TRINIDAD S CUSTOMS TARIFF.
Increased Import Duties.

Increases in many of the Customs Duties, parti­
cularly on foodstuffs, which had hitherto been ex­
empt from taxation under the British preferential 
tariff, were approved by a resolution of the Legis­
lative Council of Trinidad and Tobago, on Septem­
ber 15th. Articles affected, together with the new 
tariff rates, which took effect as from that date, are

LONDON SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.

shown in the following table :—

Bags, trunks and valises, ad val.
Biscuits, bread > nd cakes :

(a) Unsweetened, in barrels, per 100 lbs.
(6) Unsweetened, in tins per 100 lbs.

Blacking and polishes, ad val.
Boots, shoes and slippers, ad val.
Butter and butter substitutes, per 100 lbs 
Bicycles, other than motor, ad val.
Motor lorries and vans, ad val.
Cattle and other Animal Foods, per 100 lbs.
Cheese, per 100 lb.
Cordage and twine, ad val. ...
Cotton, piece goods, ad val. ...
Farinaceous preparations, per 100 lbs.
Films, cinematograph, per 100 ft. ...
Fish:

la) Canned or preserved in jars or bottles, 
per 100 lb.

(b. Salmon, trout and mackerel:
Dried, salted, smoked or pickled, 
per 100 lb.

id) Other kinds, dried, salted, smoked or 
pickled, per 100 lb,

(Hass bottles, lamp chimneys, and table 
glassware not of cut glass, ad val.

Grain :
Com (maize) and oats, per 100 lb...................
Rice and other kinds, per 100 lb. ...
Flour and meal :

(e) Wheaten, per 196 lb.... ................
(f) Maize or cornmeal, per 196 lb.
(g) Other kinds, per 100 lb.

I^hIrc *
(h) Beans and peas, whole or split, 

per 100 lb. ...
Hardware, ad val. .........................................
Hay and chaff, per 100 lb. • •• • ••
Lard and lard substitutes, per 100 lb.
Matches, per gross of boxes
Meat: , , , ,, ,

(a) Beef and pork, pickled or salted, 
per 100 lb.

(b) Canned, per 100 lb. ... ••• •••
(d) Smoked or cured, including bacon and 

hams, per 100 lb. ... ••• ••• •••
(e) Other kinds, including extracts, ad val.

Milk, condensed, per 4B lb. ...
Oil :

(a) Edible, per gallon ••• • ■ • •
(g) Other kinds, including essential and 

perfumed oils, ad val.
Paper: .

lb) Printing (for newspapers) and 

manufactures of

paper, ad val. 
Saddlery and harness, ad 
Soap : Fancy, ad val. ... 
Tobacco and snuff :

Unmanufactured:

vai.

25 per cent, or 
when dried at a

(a) Leaf, containing 
more of moisture 
temperature of 212 deg. Fahrenheit

per lb. ...
(Continued at foot of next column.)

General 
Tariff. 
20%

British 
Preferen­

tial 
Tariff.

10%

1/- 2/-
2 1 4 2
10% 20%
10% 20%
4/2 8 4
10% 20%
10% 20%
6d. 1/-
4/2 8/4
10% 20%
10% 20%
1 - 9 _
1/- 2/-

4/2 8,4

2/1 4 2

1/- 2/-

5% 10%

9d. 1 6
1/- 2/-

1/6 2,6
1
1/6 3/0

1 - p/_
10% 20%

6d. 1 -
4/2 8/4
2/- - 4/-

2/1 4 2
4 2 8/4

2 1 4/2
10% 20%
6d. 1

(id. 1

10% 20%

5%- 10%

10% 20%
10% 20%
10% 20%

3 3 3 3

Dr. Hugh S. Stannus presided on November 2nd 
at a dinner of the London School of Tropical Medi­
cine, held at the Trocadero Restaurant. In the 
speeches reference was made to the proposed in­
corporation of the school with the new Institute of 
Hygiene, founded with the assistance of the 
Rockefeller Fund.

Sir Arthur Robinson, Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Health, and formerly of the West 
India Department of the Colonial Office, replying to 
the toast of 44 The Guests,” proposed by Captain 
Sir Arthur Clarke, said that when he first entered 
Downing Street the usual shibboleth was, 44 Where 
are the Leeward and Windward Islands, and which 
are which?” He referred also to the despatches 
which—being new to the job—he read, one being 
from a doctor, who described the roads of the 
island in which he lived as 66 winding a pleasing 
and vermiculous course over hills denuded of 
natural verdure.” Another reported that he had 
4 6 seen no cases of yaws, though fowls frequently 
suffered from warts.” Passing from gay to grave, 
he said that the genesis of the proposal was that 
there was room for a school of instruction and 
research in public health; the term to be read in 
the widest possible sense—national. Imperial, and 
international. That was the conception which the 
late Minister of Health seized upon and put to the 
Rockefeller Foundation, and it was to carry out that 
conception that the Foundation made their magni­
ficent gift, to which the Government had replied by 
undertaking to meet the expenses of running such 
an establishment. Progress had been made to the 
extent that a site had been acquired. The new 
institution must have a very close relation with the 
School of Tropical Medicine, and must, if possible, 
amalgamate with it; but in such a way as to secure 
a continuance of the work done by the school. If 
amalgamation came, then, consistent with unity, 
everything possible should be done to preserve the 
traditions of the school and to carry on and extend 
its work as part of the great general work of public 
health. The proposal was still under consideration. 
The Ministry of Health, the Rockefeller Founda­
tion, and London University would welcome in 
the heartiest possible way a solution.

Sir Havelock Charles, proposing 46 The Chair­
man,” said that the school would be willing to go 
on with the incorporation if the staff and students 
could be sure that they were being met freely and 
well in their aspirations.________________________ _

(b) Leaf, containing less than 25 per 
cent, of moisture, per lb. ....

Manufactured :
(d) Cigarettes, per lb....................
(f) Other manufactured tobacco, per lb.

Vegetables:
(a) Dried, canned or preserved, per 100 lb.
(b) English potatoes, onions and garlic
(c) Fresh, other kinds, per 100 lb.

Wood and timber, unmanufactured :
(a) Lumber, sawn or hewn, undressed, 

per 1,000 ft. ... ... ••• •••
(b) Lumber, sawn or hewn, wholly or 

partly dressed, per 1,000 ft. ...

4/3

7/3
6 3

4 2 
V- 

free.

4 3

7 3 
6/3

8/4
2- 

free

5/- 10-

6/3 12/6
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ST. KITTS’ MINERALS.

Petroleum Ruled Out.

By an Occasional Correspondent.

Those who had hoped that oil might be found in 
the Leeward Islands will be disappointed to learn 
that Mr. Kenneth W. Earle, Government Geologist 
to the Windward and Leeward Islands, has found 
no justification for it, at any rate, as far as the 
Presidency of St. Kitts, Nevis and Anguilla is con­
cerned.

In a report to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on the geology of those islands, which the 
writer has been permitted to read, he states that 
the geological formation of Anguilla indicates that 
it is under the sea to the north of the island that oil 
would be expected to accumulate if anywhere pre­
sent. There appear, however, to be no seepages or 
surface indications of oil either in the island itself 
or on its shores, and Mr. Earle adds that although 
the lithology is not strongly opposed to the occur­
rence of oil, he has seen nothing to lead him to the 
belief that oil is present in or near the island. Lig­
nite exists, but in such small strains that he did not 
feel justified in the expense of excavation for what 
must be, at the best, only a thin seam of brown coal 
of no economic value outside the island itself.

Phosphates and guano occur, and Mr. Earle 
summarises the attempts made to export them on 
commercial lines, the last shipment having been 
made in 1871, after which the industry languished, 
owing probably to the exhaustion of the material, 
and possibly in some measure to the foundering of 
the ship which was carrying the dock.

Salt is an important product, and when he visited 
the island over 1,000 tons were stored in the open in 
two huge heaps awaiting shipment. The chief diffi­
culty is the finding of a market, since many islands 
refuse to take the salt in its coarse, crystalline form. 
This, says Mr. Earle, could be remedied by the erec­
tion of a crushing plant and the production of fine 
table salt. The question of storage has also to be 
considered, since the method of heaping in the open 
air is calculated to an actual loss of something like 
10 per cent, by solution during heavy rains.

Wasteful Salt Production.

In St. Kitts there is a large salt lake at the south­
ern extremity of the island, to which the sea is ad­
mitted by sluices. In the dry season the water 
evaporates, leaving the crystalline salt round the 
margin. At the time of Mr. Earle’s visit, a half­
hearted attempt was being made to resuscitate the 
industry. A large heap of salt was collected on the 
shore, which, after five years of heaping, had be­
come covered with at coating of dirt, and lost prac­
tically all its crystalline structure owing to solution 
by rain. Mr. Earle considers that the salt industry 
might become an important source of revenue to 
the island.

Specimens of galena, a valuable ore of lead, were 
submitted to Mr. Earle, but he failed to find any 
further traces of the mineral at the spot from which 
the samples had been taken. The only hope would 
be to find a definite vein of the ore, which, however 
Mr. Earle regards as unlikely where all the founda­

tion rock, of itself not a favourable type for the oc­
currence of oil bodies, is smothered by later vol­
canic detritus. Sulphur and gypsum were found, 
but not in sufficient quantities to be of economic 
value.

The “Mine d’argent” referred to in an old French 
map, could not be found, and the only deposits 
which might be worked advantageously were those 
of kaolin, that might prove of value as a china clay 
for the manufacture of porcelain if used in associa­
tion with a brilliant red ferruginous ochre, also 
found locally.

Mount Misery only Dormant.’

But though Mr. Earle does not hold out any hope 
of minerals proving economically valuable in the 
Presidency, his report, which it is hoped will even­
tually be published, is full of interest. Mr. Earle 
explored Mount Misery and has arrived at the con­
clusion that it can be considered as only dormant 
at the present time. Black Rock, by Dieppe Bay, 
is evidence of a former volcanic flow, whilst the soil 
of the island is largely made up of volcanic ejecta.

Brimstone Hill he now identifies as a secondary 
adventitious cone, being evidence of volcanic forces 
that did not culminate in eruption, which disposes 
of the tradition that the “ Gibraltar of the West In­
dies ” was ejected en bloc from the crater of Mount 
Misery. The strong smell of sulphur which all who 
have been fortunate enough to visit the hill will 
have noticed, emanates, he thinks, from a sub­
marine souffriere. Lime is burnt at Brimstone Hill, 
a very pure limestone yielding a valuable product, 
but one which can only be of use for purely local 
purposes.

Appendices to Mr. Earle’s report are devoted to 
water supply. So far as St. Kitts is concerned, he 
reminds us that the town of Basse Terre originally 
drew its supply from the Olivees River by a pipeline 
now used solely for Olivees and Buckley’s Estate, 
but now obtains its water from the weir in the 
South-East range of mountains. It is now proposed 
to tap Stonefort River, which should prove ade­
quate, and in this connection Mr. Earle sounds a 
note of warning about deforestation, stating that it 
is of the utmost importance that the law maintain­
ing the virgin forests above 1,100 feet in altitude, 
should be rigidly enforced, since any deforestation 
would be certain to be followed by a serious deple­
tion in the volume of water carried off by the rivers, 
which is little, if any, in excess of that required for 
future development of sugar factories and public 
works in Basse Terre.

Curious Apathy in Anguilla.
In Anguilla a new well is to be sunk, but Mr. 

Earle does not think that it should be bored deeper 
than five or six feet. In view of the comparative 
failure of wells, he thinks that the island must fall 
back on the alternative of storing the rain water 
that falls above the ground, all that is required being 
a Rutter made of wood, if expense be a considera­
tion, and a cement reservoir. A rainfall of 36 in. 
per annum over a roof space of ten yards square, 
assuming that no water be lost by evaporation, 
would produce 157,500 gallons of water a year, and 
this gives some indication of what may be done.

(Continued at foot of next column.)
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NIGERIAN TRADE.
Evidence of the manner in which in 1921 Nigeria 

was effected by the world’s industrial depression is 
afforded by the report of the Customs’ Department 
of that Colony for that year, which shows that 
the value of the trade of that year was only 50 
per cent, of that of 1920. The agricultural indus­
tries, on which Nigeria mainly depends, suffered 
severely. The natives at the end of 1920, when 
the slump in prices began, not only held their hand 
in production, but also their stocks, in hopes of a 
rise, with the inevitable result. This was particu­
larly the case with palm and shea products, and it 
was not until the latter half of 1921 that the stocks 
were offered for sale. The effect, of this was that 
in 1921 the exports of palm kernels were only 
153,354 tons, as against 207,010 tons in 1920; of 
palm oil 52,771 tons, as against 84,856 tons; and 
of shea products 5,770 tons, compared with 9,905 
tons.

The result of this, coupled with the fall in prices, 
was that the value received for these products in 
1921 was very much less than in 1920. Kernels 
dropped nearly £3,000,000, palm oil slightly over 
£3,000,000, and shea products nearly £60,000, the 
decrease ranging from 48 per cent, with the latter 
to 64 per cent, in the case of palm oil. The cacao 
producers suffered to a still greater extent, for al­
though the 1921 export was slightly more than in 
1920, 359,000 tons as against 343,000 tons, the 
1921 value was only £436,000, as compared with 
£1,238,000 in 1920.

As West Africa points out, however, the fact re­
mains that in a year of especial depression the 
value of Nigerian trade was 50 per cent, greater 
than in the normal year 1913.

OBITUARY.
We regret to state that Mr. Gordon William 

Turner died at 84, Gloucester Gate, W., on 
November 1st, aged 78.

Mr. Gordon Turner was the second son of the late 
Rev. Svdnev Turner, Dean of Ripon. He joined the 
staff of thé Colonial Bank in 1866 and after five 
months’ service in the London office he went out to the 
Barbados Branch in the following April. In 1878 he 
returned to London to take up the assistant secre­
taryship, and on July rst, 1897, he became secretary, a 
position he continued to fill until July 1st, 1910, when 
he retired after forty-four years’ service. _________
Mr. Earle adds dryly, “ Either obstinacy, or failure 
to realise this, prevents the inhabitants adopting 
this procedure to any great extent. When ’"habit­
ants of West End Village are content to walk three 
miles each way for water, and
Crocus Bay prefer to climb a steep hill 120 ft. high 
and down the other side to the Valley well-a total 
distance of nearly two miles there and back father 
than catch water off their own roofs, Just because 
it has been the custom from time immemorial to do 
so, we are faced with the question as 
it is worth while to provide a water 
population who apparently do not need it Perhaps, 
in future, with the annual dimmishment o£ramfall 
claimed to exist, the drying up of the few at p 
sent—inexhaustible wells will make them wiser.

AN ENGLISH ELECTRIC PLANT.

For West Indian Agricultural College.

In arranging for the equipment of the temporary 
building and residences for the West Indian 
Agricultural College, it has been the policy of the 
governing body to give a preference to British 
materials and apparatus wherever this has been 
practicable.

In pursuance of this policy they recently invited 
tenders from ten or more British manufacturers for 
an electric lighting plant of British make and as a 
result an order has now been placed with the firm 
of Petters, Ltd., of Yeovil, for the requisite appara­
tus for lighting the college building and residences.

It was found that the English prices compared 
very favourably with those quoted for American

A Petrol-paraffin Engine.
As supplied to the West Indian Agricultural College, 

plant, now so largely advertised and used through­
out the West Indies, and it is claimed for the 
British apparatus that its finish and durability is 
far better than are those of its foreign competitors.

The Petter plant now to be installed comprises 
one Petter Junior direct-coupled electric lighting 
plant consisting of 5 b.h.p. Petter Junior petrol- 
paraffin engine, and 3 k.w. 110 volt shunt-wound 
dynamo, both machines mounted on cast-iron base­
plate, with large capacity water tank. A battery 
charging switch-board, 25 amperes capacity, com­
plete with shunt regulator is also supplied, together 
with a 175 ampere hour Fuller battery 60 cells, 
complete with wood stands, but without acid.

The plant is very compact. The engine, which 
is vertical, works on the two-stroke principle, which 
gives a power stroke for every revolution of the 
fly-wheel. It has a highly sensitive governor which 
should ensure steady running. The provision of 
magneto ignition enables the engine to start in-
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stantly on a small quantity of petrol, after which it 
runs on kerosene, the change over being automatic.

In the course of their inquiries the governing 
body find that there were several electric lighting 
plants on the market at prices equal, and in some 
cases lower than those asked for American appara­
tus of a similar nature, and one can only conclude 
that the reason why so many houses in the West' 
Indies are lighted by plant from the United States 
and so few with sets from England is because Eng­
lish manufacturers do not send out their travellers 
and do not appoint agents overseas and supply 
them with spare parts as the American manufac­
turers do. Moreover, American exporters pay much 
more attention to Press and general publicity than 
English manufacturers do, and consequently their 
name and manufactures are known throughout the 
islands.

TOBAGO’S NAME SHIP.
Sold out of the Service.

In response to a request from Tobago, the follow­
ing official record of the island’s name-ship is pub­
lished below :—

Destroyer; 1,087 tons; complement 90.
Built by Messrs. Thomycroft, Woolston, South­

ampton.
Laid down July, 1917; launched July 15th, 1918; 

commissioned September ¡21st, 1918; completed for 
service October 2nd, 1918. Joined the 14th Destroyer 
Flotilla, Grand Fleet.

Lieut.-in-Command, Frederick B. Raw, D.S.C. 
(13th September, 1918). Lieut.-Commander, Lionel 
G. Dawson (20th January, 1919).

Paid off 21st February, 1919; recommissioned 22nd 
February, 1919.

Tender to H.M.S. Blenheim at Malta.
Lieut.-Commander, Humphrey B. Archer (23rd 

July, 1920).
Recommissioned at Malta, 13th September, 1920.
i2th November, 1920.—Struck a mine ten miles off 

Trebizond. No casualties; underwater damage.
Paid off December 15th, 1920.
Lieut.-in-Command, Philip J. Mack (January, 1921).
Presentation Plate deposited with H.M.S Erin out 

at Malta. *
Sold at Malta, February 9th, 1922, to Messrs. Aguis 

Bros, for £700 (seven hundred pounds).
The name Tobago thus disappears from the 

Navy List. H.M.S. Trinidad, on the other hand, 
is still afloat, and is now off Chanak.

The Council of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce 
o endeavouring to induce Messrs. Elders
& Fyffes to carry general cargo to Jamaica. The 
company have, however, explained that there was 
not only the objection that they had to refrigerate 
their holds on the outward voyages and that it 
would mean a very serious loss of ship’s time if 
they carried ordinary cargo and had to wait until 
this had been discharged before refrigerating their 
holds to receive bananas, but there were also con­
siderations of even a more vital character, which 
constituted the principal reason that had obliged 
the firm to return a negative reply to the appli­
cation of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce.

ANTIGUA FRUIT AND PRESERVES.

Interesting Consignment of Exhibits.

The Government of Antigua had intended to be 
represented at the Imperial Fruit Show, which was 
held at the Crystal Palace between October 27th 
and November 4th, and to that end the local 
Agricultural Department shipped to The West 
India Committee, via Canada, 2 barrels of limes, 2 
cases of coconuts, and 1 case of preserves. Unfor­
tunately, however, these exhibits arrived too late. 
This is the more to be regretted since they bore 
every evidence of being most carefully selected, 
whilst they were “put up” and arrived in a con 
dition which did credit not only to the exhibitors, 
but also to Mr. A. E. Collins, the head of the Agri­
cultural Department, and Mr. F. G. Harcourt, 
Agricultural Superintendent, who arranged for 
their packing and despatch.

The exhibits included specimens of the following 
commodities, all exhibited by the Department ex­
cept where otherwise stated.

Arrowroot
Barbuda Ground Nuts.
Cherry Balls.
Cherry Wine.
Coco-nuts (unhusked), 

Brooker Estate.
Coco-nuts (husked). Cades 

Bay Estate.
Guava Cheese.

,, ,, (with coco-nut)
,, ,, (with pea-nuts).
„ Jelly.
,, Slices, preserved.

Hot Sauce.
,, Pickles.

Limes, green (Body Ponds 
Estate).

Limes, green (Dimsdale 
Estate).

Limes, preserved in syrup.

Mango Chutney.
Orange Marmalade.
Pine Apple Jam.

,, ,, Slices.
,, preserved.

Raspberries, crystallised. 
Shaddock Peel, preserved. 
Seed Work.
Sugar. Yellow Crystals.

Ben dal’s Sugar 
Factory.

Seconds. Bendal’s 
Sugar Factory.

Grey Crystals. Anti 
gua Central Sugar 
Factory.

Washed Grey 
Crystals. Antigua 
Central Sugar 
Factory.

Instructions having been given for the exhibits, 
other than the fresh fruit, to be placed eventually 
on permanent exhibition at the Imperial Institute, 
the Director was consulted, and the preserves, etc., 
have now been added to the Antigua Court in the 
Colonial collection, where they can be inspected by 
^hose interested. With the concurrence of Professor 
Wyndham Dunstan, Jlie fresh limes were sent to 
St. George s Hospital, whose secretary acknow­
ledged the gift in the following terms :__

6th November, 1922. 
to thank you for your letter of the 

2nd inst. and for the very kind gift of limes and coco- 
nnts for the patients in this Hospital, which was dniv 
delivered and which was much appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

St. George’s Hospital.

Jas. Cuurchfiei.d, 
Secretary-Superintendent.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “ Agronomist.” 

producing diet. What is wanting may be some spe­
cial protein combination, or, within narrow limits, 
special combinations of amino-acids.

w w
The Report of the Customs Department of 

Nigeria for 1921 shows J:hat the exports of palm 
kernels were 27 per cent, less than those of the 
previous year, of palm oil 38 per cent., and shea 
products 41 per cent. The cacao exports were 
359,000 tons as against 343,000 tons in 1920.

* * *
The use of alcohol for industrial purposes in the 

United Kingdom seems to have passed its apex, 
the quantities delivered for methylation or use in 
the arts and manufactures during the first nine 
months of 1922, 1921, and 1920 having been 622,472 
proof gallons, 680,369 proof gallons, and 290,762 
proof gallons respectively.

In experiments carried out at the Massachusetts 
Experimental Station on the effect of treatment of 
oat and rice hulls with dilute caustic soda for food 
purposes, it was found that by this means the co­
efficient of digestibility of the dry matter, in the 
case of oat hulls, was increased from 36 to 81 per 
cent., and of rice hulls from 5 to 29 per cent.

* * *
The importation of cinnamon into the United 

Kingdom continues to decrease, the amounts for 
January to September being 1,808 cwts. for 1922, 
2.783 cwts. for 1921, and 12,861 cwts. for 1920. 
On the other hand, that of ginger is increasing, the 
imports for the first nine months of 1922, 1921, and 
1920 having been 38,110 cwts., 16,669 cwts., and 
122.225 cwts. respectively.

. ’ * * *
The control of the tesselated scale (Eucalym- 

natus tesselatus Sign) and the mango shield scale 
(Coccus acuminatus Sign), with which the Florida 
mango trees are most troubled, may, Mr. G. r. 
Mosnette states, be most satisfactorily accom­
plished by the use of paraffin oil emulsions, appli­
cations of one gallon of stock solution to 70 gallons 
of water in December, followed by another in 
March of one gallon stock solution to 80 gallons ot 
water, giving good results.

* * *
Great interest centres in Present beet sugaj 

campaign at Cantley, as on it depends the reply to 
the question as to whether beet sugar P^twn 
is an economic proposition in the United Kmgdom 
or not. The Kelham roots are ^ing dea t with at 
Cantley, thus enabling the latter factory to wark 
up to its full capacity. The question ™ “
manufacture will thus be settled, ancI th^mers 
will have by then gained the necessary correspond 
ing experience with the beet growi g.

* * *

„5,« 5“
!heer«t«flW >n lhe prevention^

ever, is not necessarily indicative of a penagr

The establishment of the sugar industry in the 
British West Indies created a considerable indus­
trial demand for articles from “Colonial New Eng­
land.” Among these, says Deane Phillips in an 
article on “ Horse raising in Colonial New Eng­
land.” published by the Cornell University, were 
horses, and Winthrop in 1648 notes in his Journal 
the presence of a ship “lying before Charleston 
with eighty horses on board bound for Barbadoes” 
—the first known record. The horses, together 
with oxen from Virginia, were used to turn the 
sugar mills and for haulage.

*
use 
the 
“A

Dr. Margaret E. Wells, on the subject of the 
of sugar and other industrial food products as 
basis of a child’s education, says in her book, 
Project Curriculum ” : 44 The school, therefore, 
must open up to the child the mysteries of the tre­
mendously complete industrial world, the gigantic 
product of modern civilisation. The child must 
know the facts of production in order to live 
decently. He must also know these facts in order 
either to join the ranks of the producers to their 
and bis own best advantage, or to do justice to the 
producers in other fields than his own.’

*
A useful oil can be extracted by pressure from 

corn (maize) germs. The crude oil is refined by 
first neutralising the free fatty acids with caustic 
soda, then bleaching with fullers earth, and sub­
sequently deodorising with steam. There are two 
modifications of the neutralising part of the pro­
cess. In the one a large excess of caustic soda is 
used, and in the other a small amount followed, 
after the separation of the soap, by s°da ash to 
harden the soap stock. The oil from the first 
method has to be washed to remove the^elud 
soap, but the oil obtained by the first method is 
stated to bleach better than that from the second. 
The saponification value of the oil is 187.3.

* * . *
Valuable experiments have recently been made 

in Porto Rieo in connection with the mosaic dis­
ease of the sugar-cane. Two large insect-proof 
cages were constructed with the aid of eheese- 
doth of a mesh fine enough to be insect-proof. 
These were erected in the middle of a cane-field 
and in each were planted 48 plants of a variety of 
cane particularly susceptible to the disease, one- 
half of the cane used in each cage being already 
diseased, the other half being heaW- An abun­
dance of the weed Eriochlon sub-glabra, to which 
the aphid aphis maidis is particularly partial, was 
planted in cage A, and a number of the aphids in­
troduced into it. Cage B was kept th^ou^hij 
free from weeds and insects A month after PianV 
ing, cage A was thoroughly weeded. The next 
morning the aphids were seen on the cane, and_ at 
Ihe end of two months 15 out of the 24 healthy 
cane plants had contracted the disease. In cage B 
the healthy plants showed no sign of infection after 
over three months.
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PERSONAL NOTES.
Mr. A. M. Thomas, Crown Counsel of Kenya, 

has been appointed Resident Magistrate in Jamaica.
* * *

Mr. Mewburn Garnett, a member of the Ex­
ecutive of The West India Committee, leaves for 
British Guiana in the Coronado on December 2nd.

*
Mr. E. Leigh-Bennett, who, we regret to say, 

died last week, was the editor and founder of Our 
Western Empire, wrhich was devoted to West Indian 
affairs, twenty years ago.

* * *
Mr. John Quiller Rowett, of Jamaica rum 

fame, the patron of the Shackleton Antarctic Ex­
pedition, had the honour of being granted an audi­
ence by the King at Buckingham Palace recently. 
He was accompanied by Commander Frank Wild.

* * *
Among members of The West India Committee 

who have recently taken up Life Membership are 
Mr. Thomas Percy Evelyn and Mr. David Laurence 
Tate. The Committee’s Life Members now number 
121. The subscription for Life Membership for in­
dividuals is one payment of £10 10s.

*
Dr. George H. Masson, medical officer of Port 

of Spain, was the hero of the recent severe influenza 
outbreak on board the P. and 0. mail steamer Cale­
donia, which raged for 19 days, attacking 75 mem­
bers of the ship’s crew. After the ship’s doctor had 
himself succumbed, Dr. Masson, who was a passen­
ger returning to this country on leave, came to the 
rescue, and, working night and day, was able to 
save all but two of his patients.

* *
Charles Davson, until recently Chief Justice 

of Fiji, to which high position he was appointed in 
19!4, after being for many years Solicitor-General 
of British Honduras, has retired, and is settling 
down m England, where his permanent address is 
111, Whiteknights Road, Earley, Reading. Sir 
Charles is a son of the late Mr. George L. Davson 
for many years manager of the old British Guiana 
Bank, and his wife is a daughter of Mr. W A 
Wolseley.

* * *
The Hon Gideon Murray, who, during the late 

Parliament, sat as M.P. for St. Rollox, Glasgow 
has decided not to seek re-election in the next 
Parliament. We understand, however, that he will 
m due course return to public life, and interest 
himself m West Indian affairs, as he has done in 
the past. As our readers are probablv aware, Mr 
Gideon Murray is a governor of the West Indian 
Agricultural College, and so will retain his link with 
the West Indies even out of Parliament.

* * *
Mr. CH Rickman, whose engagement as Official 

Adviser to the Government of Jamaica on Income- 
tax matters, and Chairman of the Assessment Com-

mittee, terminated on October 5th, has come to be 
looked upon as the Income-tax expert for the West 
Indies. Since his appointment to Jamaica in 1919, 
he has visited both Trinidad and Barbados to assist 
in the drafting of Income-tax legislation in those 
islands, and he left Jamaica on October 7th, 
en route for the Windward Islands, in the same 
connection. Later on, Mr. Rickman may re-visit 
Trinidad and Barbados to investigate the practical 
working of the schemes he helped to initiate.

* * *

The death, on October 24th, of Mr. George Cad­
bury deprives the cocoa and chocolate industries 
of a notable figure. His father, John Cadbury, 
traded in Birmingham in a small w’ay as a manu­
facturer of these products, which then enjoyed little 
of their present popularity, hardly a score of work­
people being employed at the works in 1861, when 
Mr. George Cadbury and his brother took them over. 
Whilst other chocolate-makers at that period were 
content, by various processes, to counteract the fats, 
it occurred to Mr. Cadbury to eliminate them, 
thus producing a better article at less cost. Much 
of his time was devoted to eminent public work, 
although, perhaps, his sympathies may be said to 
have been more pronounced in favour of English 
industrialists than of Colonial producers.

* * *

The retirement of Major J. R. Boose, C.M.G., 
successively Librarian, Secretary, and Commis­
sioner of the Royal Colonial Institute, will be a 
matter for deep regret to his many friends in the 
West Indies. Had he remained in harness until 
June 23rd next he would have completed 50 years’ 
work for the Institute, and we may be sure that 
there are many I ellows who will be disappointed 
at not having had an opportunity of showing their 
appreciation of his services before he left for the 
Riviera, where he will spend the winter. Major 
Boose was entertained at an informal luncheon, but 
we hope that that is not the only mark of apprecia­
tion which will be shown for all he has done to 
make the Royal Colonial Institute what it is.

* * *

The Hon Reginald Popham Lobb, C.M.G., B.A., 
F.R.G.S., who has been appointed Colonial’Secre- 

™ British Guiana, in succession to the Hon. 
Cecil Clementi, has been Administrator and Colonial 
Secretary of St. Vincent since 1915, with a dormant 
w™1?18810^ administer the Government of the 
WjHdward Islands, dated May 21st, 1917. Educa­
ted at Clifton and Christ’s College, Cambridge he 
was appointed Private Secretary to Sir Frederick 
S Con?m^ss’°ner of Northern Nigeria m
p! i t /anous African appointments, Mr. 
Popham Lobb became Colonial Secretary and Regis- 
vXGl^ Bermuda in 1908, receiving, four 
years later, the thanks of the Secretarv of State for 
his memorandum on tuberculosis. Whilst adminis­
tering the government of St. Lucia in 1917 and 
1918, he received the thanks of the United States 

hVS services to the Navy Depart­
ment of that country.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Bahamas Hotel nearing Completion.
Lord Clinton has sent to Mr. R. J. Bowe, the Mem­

ber for Exuma in the House of Assembly, a framed 
portrait of his Great Uncle, the late Lord Rolle, with 
whose death, in 1842, the Rolle barony became extinct. 
Lord Rolle’s father, who died in 1797, acquired several 
estates in Exuma, where the name is still kept up. 
On the abolition of slavery. Lord Rolle gave his Exuma 
estates to his slaves.—Mr. K. S. Murchison, the archi­
tect, gives as his opinion that the New Colonial Hotel 
will be ready for the reception of guests on February 
5th next year. For some time past work on the struc­
ture has proceeded for twenty-four hours a day. Ihe 
Xassau Guardian records that all of the steel work is 
being covered by fire-proofing, and that the exterior 
is to be coloured “ Nassau pink.”

Barbados’ Reformatory System.
The Reformatory system at Dodds has long been 

widelv known. In his report on the institution for 
last year, Mr. C. Carrington Smith, the superinten­
dent,'states that the Government Industrial School fills 
the role of three institutions : — Juvenile prison, re­
formatory, and industrial school : while in reality the 
svstem of reform that obtains, distinctly savours 
largelv of the juvenile prison. It cannot even be 
classed entirely with an ordinary English Borstal In­
stitution; while from a reformatory and industnal 
school point of view, one only has to read the recom- 
mendations of the Report of the recent C™—

X : ¿ass.? «®-'i i 

bon thèv should realise that the prison gates are c osed 
against them o^tter^ r^ Adequate

to work on theMutations in this and the 

eventually they will find it to their oe 
give up some of their the island to work
certainly be more rem une a stations to proper 
these incorrigibles on rmit them to become
mutual advantage, rather t * J where their labour 
accustomed to the prison ro ’government nor to 
becomes neither beneficial to the Goverm 

themselves.

Mr H B G. Austin in British Guiana.
’ ■ r h B G. Austin, President of the

In welcoming Mr. M. 1 • on a vlSit
Barbados Chamber of tpe inter-Colonial
to the Colony nt 7""“ cXneü Meeting of the 
Cricket Tournament, to the <22nd> Mr. C. 
Georgetown Chamber o • 1 formation of
Farrar, the President remarke< that they
the Associated Chambers had d the other
had far more in common with Baroa^ r started 
Islands than was ever dreamt. 1M develop
He thought that this uni . formation of the
and that we would see ^f®resi opdward Davson had 
Central Conference which bir - 

urged, and that this Central Conference would eventu­
ally take the place of, if it did not actually bring about 
federation.

Nazareth Baptist Church is in the hands of the 
Official Receiver for the security of certain debts in­
curred in connection with the enlarging and rebuilding 
of the church.—The Argosy reports that a trail is 
being cut from Bartica to Turesi under the direction of 
Mr. A. J. Cheong and Mr. V. Roth, Government Sur­
veyors, in order that the dangers of the Falls on the 
Mazaruni River may be avoided.—The Inter-Colonial 
Cricket Tournament Cup, competed for by Demerara, 
Trinidad and Barbados, was presented by the Governor 
to the Barbadian team on October 3rd. Mr. Betancourt 
the Trinidad captain, said that the trophy had been 
played for thirteen times since 1893 when the tourna­
ment was inaugurated, having been won by Barbados 
eight times, Trinidad on four occasions, and Demerara 
once. Mr. H. B. G. Austin, to whom the cup was 
presented, said that no one who had witnessed the 
tournament could not be absolutely satisfied as to the 
revival of cricket in the West Indies.—Mr. Frank P. 
Rudder, M.I.Mech.E., advisory engineer to Messrs. 
Henkell, Du Buisson & Co., has arrived in the Colony 
to advise Messrs. Booker Bros, on the question of 
altering the boilers and funiaces on their sugar fac­
tories so as to enable them to burn no other fuel than 
megass. At Pin. Leonora the Demerara Co. have used 
megass only for the last two years.—The ocean-going 
barwe ordered by Messrs. Davson & Co. for use in con­
nection with their sugar estates has arrived in the 
Colony and is being assembled by Messrs. Sprostons 
under'the superintendence of Mr. C. J. Maggs.—Mr. 
H. Bamford, Steward of the Public Hospital at 
Georgetown, has been promoted to be Superintendent 
of the Alms House in succession to Mr. Cook, Lb.O. 
—The Public Health Department are starting demon­
strations with lantern slides on the subjects of public 
health and sanitation in the villages. H.M.b. 
Valerian, the Naval Sloop of the North American and 
West Indies Squadron, arrived off Georgetown 011 
October 10th, on her second visit to the Colony. -Ihe 
Georgetown Town Council, at their Meeting on 
October 13th, appointed Mr. J. Sabey their London 
a<rellt._ A Bill is to be introduced into the Legislature, 
conferring upon the Government the rights and powers 
with respect^to the Railway which the Demerara Rai - 
wav Co enjoyed, without, however, some of the obli- 
o^ons umler which the Company worked.-Lieut - 
Colonel T H. Wilson, the Deputy Inspector-General,

- a

«- -
Grading Proposals for Grenada Cacao.

Mr F P Smith, writing on October 4th, sta es a
Mr. C ■ . inches in one hour and a

the unusual tai’rfall 1 at Dougaidston,
quarter has re^en 3 .. cflrao cultivation is
and considerable dama* ‘ deSignated “ The
reported.-A new picture t^^^^ 
Central Electric Theat . - Walton> the
in St. Georges.—His Honou j Bartados during 
Chief Justice, who was in leaAe
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the Court Vacation, lias returned to the colony-.—The 
resignation of Mr. E. I). Laborde, I.S.O., the Colonial 
Treasurer, who has for some time been acting as 
Administrator of St. Lucia, is reported.—A branch of 
the Agricultural and Commercial Society has been 
started at St. Patrick’s and appears to be thriving.— 
The Society has recommended to the Government the 
introduction of legislation providing for the establish­
ment of grading centres for produce, contending that 
a man who is an exporter of an inferior quality of 
cacao, for example, should by law be compelled to 
indicate this on his packages, in which way he will 
be effectually prevented from doing injury to the repu­
tation, not only of those planters whose shipments 
are of a superior grade, but also the colony as a whole. 
It recommends that the better qualities of produce 
should also be graded and marked.—A sample of nut­
megs fifteen years old was recently discovered at 
Grenville in a perfect state of preservation. This is 
vouched for by two planters whose veracity is beyond 
question, and seems to point to the possibility of keep­
ing this article indefinitely under the proper condi­
tions.—Considerable anxiety was recently caused by 
the delayed arrival of the sloop Assistance, which took 
over two weeks to make the passage from Grenada to 
Trinidad, the distance between the two islands beino- 
usually traversed by sailing vessels in twenty-four 
hours at the outside. This delay was accounted for by 
a prolonged period of calm, which enabled the tide to 
carry the vessel down to the Venezuelan coast (where 
she appears to have been unusually well treated).—The 
sloop Advance was recently wrecked on a reef off Point 
Salines, the southernmost point of the island. Her 
cargo was salvaged. This is not the first time that a 
sloop by this name has met with such a fate, and, if 
there is anything in a name, builders should take 
warning !

Property Rights in Dominica.
An important decision affecting propertv in the 

Mangot district was given by Mr. Justice Michelin on 
September ist, in the case of Melville Hall Estates, 
Ji. : G• K- Bryant. In a considered judgment, Mr’ 
Michelin found that persons resident and holding 
lands in and about the Melville Hall district, their 
servants and agents had for more than 40 vea’rs en- 
joyed without interruption the unrestricted right of 
shipping from the jetty and beach at Melville Hall 
Such rights might now, therefore, be deemed absolute 
and indefeasible, and plaintiffs had no right to forbid 
defendant the use of the jetty and beach.—The Hon. 
\\. M. Wigley Jias been appointed to act as Second 
I 111 sue Judge of the Colony.

A St. Lucia. Income Tax Case.
At a meeting of the Castries Town Board on Sen- 

tember 30th, Mr. James Plummer was elected Town 
Clerk.—Judgment has been given ly Mr P A 
McElwaine, magistrate of No. ' 2 and 3 Districts', for 
the defendants 111 the case in which the Treasurer 
claimed £3,140 from the St. Lucia Usines and Estates 
lo. (now in voluntary liquidation) in respect of In­
come Tax.

An Agricultural Loan Bank for Jamaica
A movement in favour of the establishment of an 

Agricultural State Loan Bank appears to be making 
itself felt, asm Trinidad. The proposal was discussed 
at a public meeting at Mandeville on October 7th when 
Hon. A G. Nash said that ¿343,000 of the ¿575,000 
deposited m the Government Savings Bank (represent 
mg the savings of the people) had been invested in

British and Colonial securities. It seemed in­
comprehensible to him that while Jamaica 
was crying for capital to encourage local in­
dustries they should be exporting island capital 
and capitalising other countries But if this 
capital was not available for the purpose, then he sug­
gested that what was required might be raised by 
issuing debentures under Government guarantee. Not 
only the small landowners, but the big men, some of 
them, were perplexed how to get aid The following 
resolution was proposed by Mr. John G. Miller and 
passed unanimously :—“ That this meeting considers 
that a State agricultural bank, managed on prudent 
lines, and with functions adapted to local conditions, 
would prove an agency of inestimable value in stimu­
lating our paramount industry, increasing our exports, 
and tending to the general betterment of all classes. 
That this meeting respectfully recommends the found­
ing and early operation of such a bank to the earnest 
consideration of His Excellency, and trusts that legis­
lation to that end will be introduced at the next 
session of the Legislative Council.” Mr. Miller re­
ferred to the great necessity of some such aid to credit 
in a colony subject to hurricanes and droughts, whilst 
Mr. A. G. Benjamin, in seconding the resolution, 
instanced the Sugar Aid Board as a striking example 
of the need of a bank such as that proposed._Sir 
Alexander Swettenham pretested vigorously against 
the Bill to amalgamate Kingston and St. Andrew at a 
public meeting, presided over by Mr. W. H. Landale 
on October 7th.

The Gleaner reports a recrudescence of A lastrim in 
Portland, which is now fortunately subsiding. The 
mortality from this outbreak was much higher than in 
the previous history of the epidemic in the Island.— 
The death took place on October 5th of Mr. E. H. 
MacLaverty, I.S.O., formerly Collector of Taxes for 
Kingston, who came to Jamaica in 1865, and took part 
as a serjeant of the Volunteer Artillery during the 
Rebellion in St. Thomas in the East in the same year. 
—The City Council has refused the use of the Ward 
1 heatre, which was built and presented to Kingston 
for the holding of dramatic performances for another 
prize fight, which was to have taken place on October 
18th.

His Honour Mr. A. V. Kingdon, Resident Magistrate 
for Kingston and St. Andrew, has gone on leave, at 
the expiration of which he expects to retire from ’the 
(>o\ eminent service. Mr. Kingdon has been connected 
with the Jamaica Government service since 1889._  
There has been keen competition to obtain the contract 
lor the Frankfield extension of the Jamaica Govern­
ment Railway. Messrs. Cavicchi and McDonald, of the 
Bedford Construction Company of Halifax, N.S., have 
visited Jamaica in this connection. The contract h is 
not yet been finally awarded.—The s.s. Ormes, under 
charter to the United Fruit Company, went ashore off 
Morant Bay recently. Investigation showed that the 
accident occurred through the engine being put ahead 
^n .the to go astern was given. The s.s.
Kill erig of the Lindsay, Swan, Hunter Co., salved the 
sinp without great difficulty. Little damage, if anv 
resulted. ’

Governor of Trinidad’s Salary.
. Gov^emor-s salary is fixed at ¿5,000 per annum 
by an Ordinance assented to on September 23rd, with 
salary at the rate of £4,000 when he is on full pav 
leave.—The Borough Council of San Fernando have 
been authorised by Ordinance No. 21 of 1922 to lay 
down, maintain and operate electric works in the
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borough.—Mr. Gerald S. Grant, second son of Mr. and 
Mrs. T. Geddes Grant, was married on October 2nd to 
Miss Helen Hamilton, of Ontario.

A Coconut Oil Factory for Tobago.
Mr. Robert S. Reid, writing on the 16th October, 

reports the arrival oft' Man-o’-War Bay, on the 18th, 
of a British man-o’-war, thought to be H.M.S. 
Repulse, her object being evidently to anchorage.— 
The effect of the new United States duty on coconuts is 
to reduce the value of culls, which can be more profit­
ably converted into copra or oil. There should be a 
good opening for a coconut oil factory in the Leeward 
district of Tobago with the addition of a fibre plant 
and facilities for collecting coconuts all round the 
coast. The production exceeds five million nuts, 
and ought to be double that in the next few 
years.—Cacao pickings are steady and likely to 
be continuous, if not large, for the balance of 
the year. The drop in prices is curtailing all 
efforts to improve cultivation.—Dr. Keogh has 
now taken charge of the Scarborough Hospital, 
and it is hoped that this is the first step 
towards the improved status of the hospital as so long 
promised. The health conditions in Tobago are no 
worse than before, but there is still need for improve­
ment, especially in the matter of infant welfare.— 
There lias recently been a number of visitors from 
Trinidad and elsewhere, and the lack of hotel accom­
modation is a serious drawback.

The Turks Island’s Drought.
Rain was badly needed at the time of the last report 

of the Direct West India Cable Co., the water question 
being now a very serious one. Cockburn Harbour and 
Salt Cay were in the same plight as at Grand Turk. 
The Bay Wells at Grand Turk were so brackish that 
the animals refused it, consequently none were looking 
too well, as one could not get a supply of fresh water 
for them. The cost of water so far to the Dependency, 
including gasolene drums, amounts to between ¿500 
and ¿600.—Business generally has been quiet, as is 
usual at this time of the year. Several vessels are 
looked for shortly,' to take large cargoes of fishery salt, 
the price of which has been dropped to 12 cents per 
bushel.—On the 13th inst., Mr. and Mrs W. S. Jones 
Mr. Franklin and Miss Harriott, Mr. Cliftord Darrell 
and Mr. Edwin R. Frith left on s.s. Huron for hew 
York. Mr. Frith went to New York to be treated for 
cancer. Unfortunately he was in too weak a state 
to undergo treatment and died half an hour after en- 
tering hospital on the 24th instant.-Owing to the 
absence of rain none of the cotton plantations look 

very promising.

Mr Edward D. Laborde, who lias recently been 
acting as Administrator of St. Lucia, has retiredfrom 
the Colonial Civil Service and intends t<o settle in 
Filmland Mr. Laborde entered the service as a first 
clerk in the Audit Office, Tobago, in 1882, and since 
that vear he has acted in various capacities in 
Barbados, Grenada (where he was
to Sir WaltersSendall, Govermrr of Wmdward

sr?3
His many friends will welcome him to England.

WEST INDIAN COMPANIES.

United British Oil.
Lord Cochrane of Cults, presiding at the ninth annual 

meeting of the United British Oilfields of Trinidad, on 
October 27th, in moving the adoption of the report, said 
the adverse balance, which at the beginning of the year 
1919 amounted to more than £36,000, had now been disposed 
of, and that a small balance of £3,300 was for the first time 
carried forward on the right side. This balance resulted 
after writing off about £69,000, which included the accumu­
lated preliminary, formation and legal expenses of the 
various companies during the last ten years, amounting to 
over £25,000. They had also increased by £10,000 the an­
nual appropriation of account of depreciation of the com­
pany’s own development expenditure. They had therefore 
made a substantial start in the direction of clearing out of 
the balance-sheet such items as must on lines of sound 
finance be disposed of before a dividend could be thought of.

The total cost of production, refining, etc., again amounted 
to a very large figure. Field expenditure would always be 
at least relatively high, despite the energetic economy that 
was being exercised, because Trinidad was a very costly 
place in which to work. At previous meetings it had been 
suggested that this cost figure should be sub-divided into 
detail. This suggestion had been fully considered, but it 
had been decided that it was neither useful nor desirable 
to carry it into effect. It might, however, be of interest to 
shareholders to state that refinery working expenses, included 
in this total, showed a gratifying reduction in comparison 
with last year.

The £90,000 which now stood to the account of deprecia­
tion of the company’s own field expenditure would clearly 
fall to be increased out of future profits, and sight must 
not be lost of the fact that it had never been possible, 
either in the time of the Trinidad Oilfields or since, to 
write depreciation off the field expenditure incurred prior to 
May, 1913, when this company took over the properties. 
Some £400,000 representing that expenditure was included 
in the first item on the assets side of the balance-sheet. 
The company certainly still possessed properties, oil rights, 
producing wells, roads, buildings, railways, machinery, tools, 
storage, transport, and other facilities, in consideration of 
that expenditure, but in the opinion of the board that 
figure must be written down drastically whenever they were 
in a position to do so.

Field work was in May placed under the supervision of 
technicians lent by the Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij. 
The production from all sources for the first half of the 
year amounted to some 22,700 tons, and for the second 
half to nearly 29,000 tons; but this difference was in part 
due to the necessary retardation of the drilling programme 
in the period just prior to the change of field management. 
Since taking this over the new field manager, Mr. van 
Zoelen, had, under tfie guidance of the Bataafsche head 
office, carried out much investigation into the difficulties 
both of completing wells and of securing production, which 
had been so marked a characteristic of these and other 
fields in Trinidad. Such investigation, necessarily slow, 
had been complicated by the highly variable behaviour oi 
wells and equivalent oil horizons even at short distances apart. 
It was, therefore, still impossible to make any final state­
ment as to prospective drilling results in the direction of 
steadv and substantial production, but the directors felt 
that complete reliance could be placed on the care and 
precision with which the methods of completing wells and 
of retaining or reviving production were being employed, 
and that this extreme care should before long give the 
measure of the production which could really be expected 
from the average well.

Trinidad Central Oilfields, Limited.
Tn accordance with the promise given to the shareholders



THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. November 9, 1922.526

at the last annual general meeting, Mr. A. Duckham has 
circulated the first of the quarterly reports it is proposed 
to issue about the end of the month following each quarter 
day. The production of the company during 1922 has been 
as follows :—

The three months to March 31st, 22,885 barrels; to June 
30th, 24,079 barrels; to September 30th, 29,097 barrels. All 
the above production has been obtained from wells on the 
Tabaquite area. After referring to the launch of the 
company’s tanker, of which an illustration was given in last 
issue, Mr. Duckham concludes by stating his intention to 
pay a visit to the field towards the end of November.

Trinidad Transport and Oilfields, Ltd.

At a meeting of the creditors and shareholders, on 
November 1st, in connexion with the compulsory liquidation 
of H. W. Wadham & Co., financiers, Mr. E. T. A. Phillips, 
Official Receiver, who presided, said that in October, 1919, 
the company promoted the Trinidad Western Oilfields, Ltd., 
and afterwards bought 400,000 shares of 5/- each in the 
company. These shares were disposed of privately to clients 
of the company. In June, J 920, the company obtained an 
option on land in Trinidad and promoted the Trinidad 
Transport and Oilfields, Ltd. The Trinidad Transport Co. 
was not registered until July 26‘th, 1920; yet as early, as 
May, 1920, H. Wadham & Co., Ltd., offered the com­
pany’s shares for sale by private circular and succeeded 
in selling a considerable number. It seemed to him (the 
Official Receiver) a most extraordinary thing that anybody 
should offer for sale shares in a company which did not 
exist. The failure of the company was attributed by its 
directors to financial depression, but in the opinion of the 
Official Receiver it must also have been partly due to “ a 
dearth of mugs.”

Mortgage Co. of Jamaica, Ltd.

Messrs. Arbuthnot, Latham & Co., Ltd., are inviting, on 
behalf of this company, which was incorporated on Novem­
ber 3rd, subscriptions to an issue of ¿£400,000 7 per cent, 
first mortgage registered debentures of ¿£100 each at 95. 
According to the prospectus of the Mortgage Co. of Jamaica, 
its primary object is to lend money on debentures charged 
upon estates in Jamaica, and a loan of ¿£400,000 has accord­
ingly been arranged in favour of Messrs. Lindo, Bros., the 
security being the entire mortgage debenture issue, amount­
ing in all to ¿£650,000, of three Jamaican companies: 
Keeling Lindo, Ltd., Monymusk Central, Ltd., and Appleton 
Central, Ltd. Mr. Archibald Spooner has valued the pro­
perties belonging to these three companies at ¿£1,014,087. 
The Mortgage Co. of Jamaica has an authorised share 
capital of ¿£50,000, of which ¿£10,000 has been paid up.

Kern River Oilfields of California.

Presiding at the annual general meeting of this company 
on October 18th, Mr. W. Ivey, the Chairman, said that the 
only trouble in Trinidad was not the absence- of oil, but the 
difficulty of bringing it to the surface. They had discovered 
oil m every well they had sunk, and that was something 
to be pleased at, because it was not every country you could 
go into and drill and find that every well held oil. In 
Trinidad the sand was so very fine that it was almost like 
mud. Subjected to the gas pressure, it formed a glutinous 
gelatinous mass that clogged up the hole entirely, and a 
solid stratum of oil and sand was formed which blocked up 
the well. Experiments were being made to-day with screens 
made of very fine wire gauze, very similar to what was used 
for petrol tanks. In this way they were hoping to overcome 
the difficulty.

THE MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.

The sale of The West India Committee’s Map 
of the West Indies is increasing rapidly. Since 
May of this year—when the map was first pub­
lished—the sales represent over one-half of the 
number originally produced.

School authorities who have not already obtained 
supplies of this map for the establishments under 
their control are advised to send in their orders 
without further delay, remembering that the Hon. 
E. F. L. Wood, M.P., during his recent mission to 
the West Indies emphasised the necessity of pupils 
being made thoroughly familiar with the geography 
of their own territory. The West India Commit­
tee’s Map of the West Indies exactly supplies this 
need. To the scale of 1 :3,500.000, and extending 
from Tampa, Mexico, in the north, to the extreme 
limits of British Guiana in the south, the map 
covers every part of the West Indies and a portion 
of the mainland of Central America. The Panama 
Canal not only appears in its relation to the West 
Indies, but is also shown in a special inset on a 
larger scale ((1 :200,000), whilst in other insets are 
represented groups of the islands to the scale of 
I : 1,500,000.

The price of the Map, which is obtainable from 
The West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3, is as follows :—

Post

Sheet
Mounted and folded ...
Mounted on rollers

* Canada 22/- ; U.S.A, 
destination.

Price
Free

Post Free Post Free Else-
U.K. W. Indies, where.

7/6 8/6 9/6 10/6
15/- 15/6 15/6 15/6
12/6 14/— 19/— *
25/- ; elsewhere according to

CORRESPONDENCE.
The views expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

THE EMPIRE EXHIBITION AND COLONIAL 
PRODUCE.

October yoth, 1922.
Sir,—A few days ago there appeared in the Daily 

telegraph a letter from the Agent-General for 
Tasmania, having reference to the supplv of Colonial 
products to the public at the forthcoming British 
Empire Exhibition.

You will, no doubt, remember the trouble we had 
at the Crystal Palace Colonial Exhibition in 190s 
when the sale of Jamaica cigars was stopped, and we 
were only allowed to resume selling by payment of a 
considerable sum to the caterers, who, at the same 
time refused to supply these cigars in their own 
refreshment rooms.

The British Empire Exhibition will be of no use to 
us whatever, unless we are able to sell our goods with­
out any restrictions, and we shall be glad to hear that 
such arrangements have been made.

Yours truly, The Golofina Tobacco Co., 
per R. Knight.

[We entirely share the view expressed bt Mr. R 
Knight To our mind, exhibitions are of very little 
value when exhibitors are precluded from selling or 
giving away samples of their goods when they desire 
to do so.—Ed.]
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.
Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.

Sailings ti Bermuda, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. Bay ano.
October 7th :— 
Miss B. M. H.

Alexander
Mrs. R. W. Appleby 
Miss E. K. S. Bartrum 
Mrs. W. J. Benson,

F.R.G.S.
Mrs. E. Block
Mrs. M. C. Bluck 
Mr. & Mrs. M. S.

Burrows
Mrs. H. D. Butterfield 
Mrs. H. D. Butterfield 
Mrs. M. Champness 
Miss R. Champness 
M iss E. E. Checkley 
Mrs. D. E. Creasey

Miss H. M. H. Gosling
Miss H. A. Gosling 
Major & Mrs. J. Green

Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Ctynsscn, 
October 28th :—

Wright
Miss J. R. Eve
Mr. J. Finlay 
Mrs. L. Fry 
Mr. & Mrs. A. T.

Gosling 
Mr. & Mrs. E. H.

Gosling

Greet
Mr. & Mrs. H. R.

Gregg
Dr. & Miss Grosett-

Collins
Rev. & Mrs. W. J. F.

Groves
Mr. R. C. H. Hallett 
Mr. & Mrs. A. G.

Harrington
Mr. L. B. Harnett 
Miss V. E. Harris 
Miss M. A. Hodgson 
Mr. & Mrs. F. C. Hunt 
Miss Hun'
Miss M. L. J. Hunter 
Mr. P. S. Ingham 
Mr. & Mrs. H. H.

Kitchener
Miss W. J. Kitchener 
Mrs. M- Lindsay

Miss L. M. Malcolm 
Mr. H. T. Matthews 
Miss R. E. Mills 
Miss C- Nutt 
Capt. C. H. Pilcher.

D.S.O., RN.
Mr. & Mrs- C. P. Pitt 
Miss M. Rainsford 
Lt.-Comd- & Mrs- G. S.

Ridgway, R.N. 
Miss M. V. Roberts 
Miss D- Search 
Miss S. E. Seon 
Mr. J- Sheen 
Mrs. E. Shelley 
Mrs. E. A. Shelton 
Miss O. Spicer 
Mr. & Mrs. F- C.

Thoma 
The Misses Thomas (2) 
Mrs- C- B. Trewhella 
Miss J- Vulliamy 
Mrs. A- N. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs- H. B- 

Wittridge

Mrs. E- L. Archer 
Miss A. A. Barr 
Miss H. Briggs 
Mr-J. Burslem 
Mr. Clyde-Miller 
Mr. W. J. Cocking 
Mr. & Mrs. H. J.

Dingwall 
Mrs. J. Dvorkoovitz 
Mr. H. Edwards 
Mr. L. Fielding 
Mrs. E. S'. Fletcher 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Giglioli 
Mrs. D. Gilchrist 
Miss M. L. Gonzaley 
Miss J. H- Goodsall 
The Rev. & Mrs.

Gooding

Miss J. Gouacide 
Mrs. E. A. Grell 
The Misses E. E.

and E. N. Grell
Miss K. Hall
Mr. & Mrs. A- Hamel- 

Smith
MissD. Henkson 
Mr. W. Hogg 
Mrs. A. G. Hombersley 
Miss L. W. Jackman 
Miss D. E. Johnson 
Mr- P. Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. A. S.

„ Kernaban
Mrs. E. N. Kirke 
Miss B. Lamy

Mr. E, A. Lang 
Mr. & Mrs. D. G.

Leacock
Mr. E. Mason 
Mr. & Mrs. J. G.

McIntosh
Mr- J- Morton 
Mrs- M. Olivieri 
Mr. & Mrs. E. I-

Pollonais
Miss R. Pollonais 
Mrs. L. Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Seedorff 
Mr. S-W. Toone 
Mr. W-Tucker
Mr. E. A-Wallis 
Mr. & Mrs-C. Wright

VISITORS FROM OVERSEAS.

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. Coronado,
October 23rd.
Mr. Acar
Mrs. H- D- Ackerley
Mr- & Mrs- J- S.

Anderson
Mr- & Mrs- F W.

Brunton

Mr. A. Gilchrist 
TheMisses Gilchrist 
Miss E- W. Gordon 
Mr. J. W. Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. S. M.

(2)

Haught on-James
Mrs. M- A. Davis 
Mrs. A. Dr on 
Miss A. M- Dron 
Mr. F. R. Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. A- Eraser 
Miss M M. Fraser
Mr. J. j- Galloway

Hutton
The Misses Hutton (2) 
Miss J. P. Joynt 
Mrs- G. Kennish 
Mr- & Mrs- J- Kermack
Mr. C- Lopez

Mr. & Mis. D. Mills 
Miss I- L. Morrison 
Mrs. M. L. Nightingale 
Miss E. Nightingale 
Miss J. A. Powell 
Mr. J. Prentice 
Mr- & Mrs. R- T.

Serrano 
Mrs. E. C- Stillwell 
Mr. E- G. Watson

Major C. R- Williams, 
D-S-O-, MC.

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Avonmouth, in s.s. Barranca,

W Clark Hon. R- Johnstone Miss M-
Mr S mTs-E G Cooper Dr. & Mrs. Lecesne J a „ ,

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, m R.M.S. Patuca,

October 31st.
Major The Hon- W.

Bailey
Major The Hon- W. R.

Mrs. W. R. Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs- W. Bowsher 
Mr- H. Buckley 
Miss W. Butler 
Miss M. Cameron 
Miss K. D. Coleman 
Mrs. G. A. Croucher 
Miss J- F- Dawson 
Mrs G- Denning 
Mr. & Mrs- H-F-

Duncombe 
Miss H. P. Duncombe

Mrs. E- M- Edwards 
Commander H. Evans,

Mrs. E.J. Fabel 
Miss L. R- Ford 
Miss E. K. Francis 
Lord & Lady Glanusk 
Mrs. A. L. Grahame 
Mr. & Mrs. C. W.

Heywood 
Mrs. A- R- Keeling 
Miss A- F. Keeling 
Mr. H- E. Kindersley 
Sister Madeline 
Lieut.-Col-C. b- S.

Mac Laverty 
Miss F- M. MacLaverty

Mrs. R- MacNish 
Miss J- D. MacNish 
Mr. & Mrs. A- Moore 
Miss M- L. Moore 
Mr. Justice & Mrs-R-T- 

Orpen
Mr. & Mrs. W. T- 

de Pledge
S„ Leslie Prob„

Lady Probyn, O.B.E. 
Mr. L. L. Roper 
Mrs. & Miss Sheriff 
Mrs. & Miss Vidal-Hall 
Miss D. M. White 
Dr. C. Redwood White

Hon. J. P. Auld, M.I.C.E. 
Mrs. S. Archer 
Mr. F. E. W. G, Austin 
Mrs. A. Bagot 
Mr. P. A. A. Bartlett 
Mr. A. R. Bell 
Capt. W. Bowring, M.B.H. 
Mr. James Brown 
Mr. H. Gordon Burr 
Miss E. Burton 
Mr. M. P. Camacho 
Mr. G. O. Case 
Mr. J. W. Cathcart 
Lieut.-Col. J. H. Cöllens, V.D. 
Dr. J. H. Cooke. B.A., M.B. 
Mr. F. A. Corea . 
Mr. & Mrs. Ivor C. Daniels 
Mr. A. Cory Davies 
Hon- H. Ferguson 
Mr. Joseph N. Fox 
Dr. W. H. Fretz 
Mr. A. E. Gay 
Mr. R. A. Nugent Gordon 
Mr. W. Gordon Gordon 
Mr. Arc ibald Gordon 
Mr. J. T. Greg 
Mr. J. H. Haigh 
Mr. H. Hamel-Sniith 
Mr. V. C. Hanschell 
Sir J. B. Harrison, C.M.G. 
Mr. A. K. Petrie Hay 
Mr. J- W. Hill 
Mr. L. M. Hobson 
Mr. F. W. Hopkinson 
Mr. G. F. Huggins. O.B.E.

Mr. W. P. Humphrey 
Mr. H. L. Humphrys 
H. E. Sir Eyre Hutson, K.C.M.G. 
Capt. Thomas H. Irving 
Mr. H. I. Jeffers 
Mr. II. Jason Jones 
Capt. O. H. Keeling 
Hon. E D. Laborde, I.s*O.
Mr. L. J- Lee
Mr. K. S. Longley
Hon. J. Challenor Lynch 
Mr. Samuel Manning 
Dr. H. Gray Massiah 
Mr. J. C. McCo 'an 
Mr. Hugh McLelland 
Mr. J. C. McLelland 
Mr. J. Morison 
Mr. Leslie H. Ower 
Mr. G. D. Pile 
Dr. E- Graham Pilgrim . 
Mr. J. A. Robotham, P.S.A.I. 
Hon. W. J. Robson J
Mr. G. T. Rock 1 --
Mr. L. A. Ryan 
Mr. G. Elliot-Sealy 
Mrs. H. H. Sealy 
Dr. L. R- Sharples 
Dr. E. M. Skeete 
Mr. Harry F. Smith 
Mr. M. Howard Smith 
Rev. W. R- Symons 
Mr. David C. Vaz, J.P- 
Hon. W. A. S. Vickers 
Hon. R. A. S. Warner, K.C. 
Mr. W. Harold Wright

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

Miss N- Durban -
Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth in R.M.S. Camito,

November 4th :—
Mr Alston
Mr. H- A- Arthur
The Misses Arthur (2) 
Mr. & Mrs. E- I. Baeza 
Mr. G. Barrow 
Mrs. E. M. Bigger
Mr. H Courtney Browne
Mr. A. Cameron
The Misses Cameron (21 
Miss M. L. F. Conyers 
Mrs. E. Coward
Mr. N M. Cunningham 
Mrs E. M J Da Costa 
Commander W.Dasent,

Lady Dasent
Mrs. & Miss Eden 
Mrs. M M Elgee

Mr. C. H. Hamilton 
Mr. V. Hanschell 
Mrs. L. H. Haynes 
Mr. C. W. Howatson 
Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Jones 
Mrs. P. N- H. Jones 
Mr. R. L. Kingham 
Mrs. A. C. Kirton 
Mr- & Mrs. G- Laffitte 
Mrs- R- L- Lavington 
Mrs. A, R- Liddell 
Miss C W. Livingstone 
Mr- J- S- Lovell 
Mrs- E MacMillan 
Miss Y- Mallet-Paret 
Miss M. McTurk 
Mr. F- W Milling 
Mr' J- F- Morrison 
Mr- & Mrs. P- E- N:

Mortimer
Mr- & Mrs- J. B- R- 
wr Morton

Miss M- C. Oli\e 
Mr. L- A- P- O’Reilly 
The Right Rev. Bishop 

Parry
Mr- Justice & Mrs.

Poyser
Mr. P. Ruane 
The Misses Scott (2) 
Mr. W. P. Sharp, K C- 
Mr-G. Stott 
Mr. S- J - Thomas 
Miss R- C. Thomas 
Mr-A- Beeby Thompson 
Mr C. T. Trechman 
Mr-H B.WalcoU,^. 

Mr. H- B-Walcptt, Junr- 
Mr. &Mrs-W F

Watson & family 
Miss M. Wilson-- 
Mr- & Mrs- M-Wray 
Mr. C. G. Young

8 %

Div.
4 %

3$ %
4 %
3 %

5i %
4 %
4 %

3è %
3 %
4 %
4 %
3 %

8 %

6 %
6 %

Antigua 
Barbados 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
British Guiana 
Grenada 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
Jamaica 
St. Lucia 
Trinidad 
Trinidad

The Colonial

4 % Redeemable 1919 ^
3à %
4 % .
3 %
5^ %
4 %

3

4
3

% 
% 
% 
%

1935 . 
1923-45 ..

1922 .. 
1917-42 ••

1934 - 
1919-49 .. 
1922-44 .. 
1919-44 . 
1917-42 . 
1922-44 .

Latest 
prices.
82-84 
73-75
90-92
63-65 
103b 
82-84
90-92
78 80 
70-72
81-83
84-86 
69-71

Bank

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

51-6

83-88 xd

Mr. C. J. Gomes 
Mr.&Mrs.M. Gonsolves 
The MissesGonsolves(2)

1 Oot°bBr
Home arrivals fiom West * Mrs. L. L. Mignon

Mr. H. J Meagher 
Miss L. Laffitte 
Mrs. A. M. Rhodes 
Mrs. M. C. Spence 

and family
The Misses Rodway (2) 
Mr. H. B. Weatherhead

Mr. J-J-Allan .
Mrs-& Miss RArnndell
Mr. A. D- Blake 
Mrs- I. Barnard 
Miss K. A. Conduit 
Mr L. Dalton 
Mrs. & Miss D’arcy

Mr- & Mrs- A- M- 
Edwards

Mr. & Mrs. A- E. Gay 
Miss P. M- Gay 
Mr. N. G- Hohenkerk 
Mr. W. W. Harris 
Mr. E. D. Labórele 
Mr. & Mrs- J- McCowan

ÄÄiSdadS^^ Debentures

"• •”
Petroleum Options. Ltd.. 10/.......................
Trinidad Central Oilfields . ... ••• - •
Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd., w -

■
General Petroleum of Trinidad.............. 
Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad..............

Direct West India Cable Co. -•
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd Ordmay
W. I. and Panama Te Co.. Ltd . 2nd _
W. I- and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd.. Dcbenture8... 
W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Eta-, o/o

12/6 
103-108

43/51 
-/Hi 
33 9

2d. 
24/4% 

8Z3-8/6 
' 4/-.

3/74

3/9

75-80
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minories 2200-2201.

Ttiegrams—
" Cariò, London."

14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 
Nov. 7th, 1922.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Some unimportant 
sales of Handpressed have been made at 9/- per lb. 
Distilled is firm at 2/- per lb. for good quality. Lime 
Juice. Concentrated is steady, with further business at 
£16 15s. Raw is inactive, with values nominal at 2/9 to 
3/- for Jamaica, and 2/- to 2/6 for Dominica.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 12th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

LOGWOOD continues slow, with business very limited. 
The nominal quotation is £8 per ton.

In U.S.A. ...
.. France 

Belgium
.. Italy

Oct. 24th 
£ s. d.

18 4
2 8 9
2 13 3
4 5 4

Nov. 7th 
£ s. d.

18 4
2 13 0
2 17 3
4 5 4 I In Spain ...

.. Germany 

.. Austria 

.. Holland

Oct. 24th 
£ s. d-
1 3 0

Nov. 7th 
£ s. d.
1 3 2

900 0 0 1400 0 0
Nominal Nominal

18 9 18 9

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is £1 Is. 9d.
SUGAR. The New York market has been quiet but 

firm during the fortnight, the last Summary’s quotation of 
5.53c. for duty-paid Cubans (equivalent to 3.75c. c.i.f., 
or about 3.60c. f.o.b.) remaining unchanged.

Futures yesterday closed firm at: December, 3.73c.; 
January, 3.42c.; March, 3.24c.; and May, 3.38c. The Home 
Market is unchanged and steady on the fortnight. Yester­
day’s values were: London Granulated, 51/4|; American 
Granulated, 49/9 spot; West Indian Crystallised, 42/- to 
45/- spot; White Mauritius, 47/3 to 47/9 spot; White 
Java, 48/- to 48/3. Cuban 96 deg. was again quoted 
nominally at 19/-, c.i.f.

Terminal market values were: White, December, 21/1; 
January, 21/U; February, 21/2. 96 deg. all nominal.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on October 
28th were:—

Imports 
Deliveries 
Stock
RUM

1922.
40,969
34,951
11,917

A fair business has

1921.
44,833
41,376
11,861

---- —~ been done 
arrive—approved marks—and prices are si
market remains

The stocks in
quite dull.
London on October 28th

1920.
58,729 Tons
50.859 „ 
16,006 „

; in 1923 crop to 
steady. The spot

ORANGE OIL. Sweet is weak, with sellers asking 
9/6, but less would be entertained. Bitter remains un­
changed.

PETROLEUM. Production for October: Trinidad 
Leaseholds, Ltd., 11,250 tons; Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, 
Ltd., 9,700 tons; United British Oilfields, Ltd., 5,191 tons.

Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that the shipment of 
Trinidad oil for the nine months has been ¿is follows : —

Gaik.
During September ............................................... 1,605,585
Shipped previously ............................................... 31,685,800

Total from January 1st ... ... ... ... 33 291 385
To same date 1921   28,648,180
” ” ” 1920   28,340,056
” ” ” 1919   38,046,307
” »’ ” 1918   30,691,939
” ” ” 1917   34,232,214
SPICES. On the spot, Pimento is in fair request at 

2|d. per lb. Fair sales have been made to Hamburg at 
17/- per cwt., c.i.f. There has been practically no en­
quiry for Jamaica Ginger for months past, and buyers 
are not inclined to pay the prices asked for parcels in 
second hands. Common lean to small middling is quoted 
nominally at 150/- to 175/-, and boldish to bold 180/- to 
190/- per cwt. West Indian Nutmegs are steady. Sound 
80s. are quoted at 9d., and 110s. at 7^d. Mace is easier, 
with fine pale quoted at 2/-, and broken fine pale at 1 6.

Jamaica ... 
Demerara 
Total of all kinds

1922
13,319
18,641
39,920

CACAO is quiet, but 
Grenada have been made at 
at 65/- to 67/- for fair to 
arrive is quoted at 51/- c. 
slow.

The stocks in London on

1921
11,127
17,548
38.583

were :—
1920

10,285 Puns.
15,838 „
36,691 „

steady. Further sales of fine
53/-. Trinidad is selling slow! 
good plantation. New
& f. Export business

crop to 
remains

Trinidad............
Grenada............
Total of all kinds

1922.
4,943

12,319
78,107

October 28th
1921.

' 20.709
16,586

124,905

were : —

ARROWROOT. The market is slow at 
m the last Summary.

1920.
38,056
27,000

249,788

Bags.

the prices given

BALATA. West Indian sheet is slow of sale. Snot 
is quoted at 3/1 and forward at 2/11 c.i.f. 1

^eTUy aCtive’ and quotations show an 
and f I ^rreIS °u B1Ue Modntain were offered
and sold at full rates, .peaberry selling up to 184/-; 22 
bags of ordinary Jamaica sold at about 70/-. The quotation 
tor this description is now 70/- to 75/-.

COPRA is firm. There are buyers of West Indian 
f.m.s. at £25 10s., c.i.f. Landon or Hamburg.

COTTON generally « active, and quotations show an 
^'an Sea Mand is unchanged at- 

medium 22d., fine 29d., and extra fine 35d.
HONEY. The market has a better tone, and bv reason 

of the moderate values now ruling is attracting more 
attention. I he prices given in last Summary are un 
changed. There is more enquiry for Jamaica to arrive

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies reqardina 
actual times of sailings.

, From Packet Sailing
West Mies . Dover Oranje Nassau Nov 11
B nas & J aca ... Liverpool ... Electrician
B Honduras ... Liverpool ... Scientist
West Indies ... Plymouth ... Pérou ” iq
Jamaica ... Bristol ... Motagua L ” 14
West Indies ... London ... Ingotna
B dos & T dad... Liverpool ... Norwegian ” 1«
Jamaica ... Bristol ... Changuinola ... ” 28

••• Venezuela ... Dec 2
B’dnîî Liverpool Candidate ... „ 2
Bd os & T dad ... Bristol ... Bayano
RMw?68 0 London Speaker ... ” 8
B da, B has, & ” °

Jamaica. ... Liverpool ... Nubian ... 9
West Indies Plymouth Ma cor is ” n

B’da, B’has, Ja’ca
&B. Honduras Halifax 

Bermuda ... New York
West Indies ... Halifax 
Jamaica ... New York
Bermuda ... New York 
West Indies ... New York 
B. Honduras ... New Orleans 
G ada, T’dad & 
T Demerara ... New York 
Jamaica ... New York
Bermuda ... New York
West Indies ... Halifax 
Bermuda ... New York
Jamaica ... New York
West Indies ... New York

• •• Canadian Fisher
... Fort Victoria
... Chaleur
... Sixaola
• •• Fort St. George

• •• Pari in a
'U.F. Co. Steame

Mayaro
... Carillo
... Fort Victoria
... Chignecto
• Fort St. George
- ■ T ivives
••• Guiana

Dec. 7
• „ 8
- „ 9

„ 13
„ 13

15
„ 16

„ 19
„ 20
„ 20
„ 22
„ 23

27” 29
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THE GENERAL. ELECTION AND AFTER.

THE General Election is over, and for the first 
time for sixteen years a Cons®^a^ 
Government has been returned to an^

Mr Bonar Law has a working majority of 7 
^the^rtfes. A feature of the “returned! 

increased number of Labour e PXDectations 
This was not altogether eont-rv 
and we must hope that at to

the even
if onlv as a market for British good« Tattle 
West Indian party in the old House 
has been sadly broken up. Sir W iluam Mwcte 
r«? c™bM:^ /s 

McQuistbn, a valiant champion sugar .interests. 

Imperial strove for the development of 

British Guiana, have been defeated at the polls, 
whilst Sir Owfn Philipps, who was always ready 
to ventilate the West Indian cause, and the Hon. 
Gideon Murray did not seek re-election. Mr. 
Murray’s temporary retirement from political life 
will be a special matter for regret to West 
Indians, for, like his prototype, the late Sir 
William Young, who also became a Member of 
Parliament after administering the Government of 
one of the Colonies which now form the Windward 
Islands, he was ever ready to voice the interests of 
the West Indies in Parliament. We are glad to 
know that his withdrawal from public life is only 
temporary, and that pending his return to political 
activity, the West Indies will continue to enjoy the 
advantage of bis services as a Governor of The 
West Indian Agricultural College. But though the 
West Indies have lost several old friends in Par­
liament, there are, as we pointed out in a recent 
Circular, several Ministers who have evinced a 
kindly interest in the West Indian Colonies. To 
begin with, we may be pardoned, perhaps, for re­
calling again the brilliant speech on the Sugar 
Bounty question which Mr. Bonar Law delivered 
in 1903, and it will be recalled that it was Mr. 
Bonar Law who, as Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, was responsible for the establishment of 
The West Indian Contingent Committee during 
the war. Then it must be remembered that both 
the Hon. Edward Wood and Mr. Douglas H°gg, 
K.C., have acquired a personal knowledge of the 
British West Indies, which should prove valuable 
when problems relating to those Colonies come up 
for discussion; whilst similarly the Hon.. W. 
Ormsby Gobe enters upon his duties as Under­
secretary of State for the Colonies with a wider 
acquaintance with West Indian affairs than is pos­
sessed by many West Indians themselves, since 
there is hardly an island in the West Indies which 
he has not visited, which is more than can be said 
of many residents in those colonies in view of the 
high cost of travel. With regard to policy, West 
Indians will have noticed that the new Government 
are pledged not to introduce any system of tariff 
reform or new principle in our fiscal policy. Never- 
Xkss, we may regard their return to power as an 
assurance that the policy of Imperial Preference, to 
the extent of a reduction m the duties m favour of 
Empire produce where articles are dutiable^ wifi be 
maintained. With the reasonable
nresent Government remaining m power for four or 
five years, this should tend to create the <*”Mence 
in the West Indies that is so greatly to be desired,

A look forward to a period of peaceand 
development at home from which the Empi 
generally should benefit.
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THE WEST INDIES AND BRITISH TRADE.

IT is with much satisfaction that we are able to 
announce that Mr. Wilson Goode has been 
appointed His Majesty’s Trade Commissioner 

for the British West Indies. Mr. Wilson Goode 
first gained his business experience with the Man­
chester Association of Importers and Exporters, and 
has lately been occupying important positions in 
Africa, and also at Washington, where he was 
Acting Commercial Councillor at the British Em­
bassy. He has informed us that he is a firm be­
liever in seeing every part of the territory with 
which he has to deal, and of investigating his pro­
blems on the spot, and we are glad to learn that 
though his headquarters will be in Trinidad, he 
will, before proceeding there, spend some little time 
in Jamaica and the Bahamas, which will be his 
first objective. The principal duties of His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners are, as we under­
stand it, to develop trade between the Mother 
Country and various parts of the Empire, the need 
for which was never greater than it is now, with 
Europe practically a closed door to British manu­
facturers. It was the policy of the late Govern­
ment to endeavour to develop trade within the 
Empire, and we may be certain that it will equally 
be the aim of Mr. Bonar Law’s Ministry similarly 
to encourage the growth of commerce between the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions and Colonies 
overseas. This is a matter of mutual interest. The 
British manufacturers can draw their raw materials 
from the British Empire, but unless they can 
find markets for their finished products, their re­
quirements must be small. Owing to the vagaries 
of the Exchanges, their trade with Europe has fallen 
off, and they have to look elsewhere for markets for 
their goods. When those markets are found, the 
demand for raw materials increases, and therefore 
it is to the interests of the Dominions and Colonies 
to help the British manufacturer to market his 
goods, which they could best do by using British 
m preference to foreign goods wherever they can 
do so. In this connection the West Indies can do 
their bit. No visitor to the West Indies returns to 
England without commenting on the extent to 
which foreign goods, mainly American, have dis­
placed British in those markets. Let us give 
two instances. Throughout the islands and in 
British Guiana, American electric lighting plants 
are used, and the American motor-car manu- 
5cta^rs iaT.e secured such a stranglehold of 
the West Indian market that there is scarcely an 
English car to be seen throughout those Colonies— 
a fact on which Sir Julian Orde, the Secretary of 
the Royal Automobile Club, commented on his 
return from a visit to Jamaica. This is very de­
plorable, for, whatever may be said to the con­
trary, it is certain that British lighting plants 

^to-cars could be produced and delivered in 
the West Indies as cheaply as American, if 
an effort were made by the English manufac­
turers. At present the difference in price is not 

in lhe matter of quality and durability 
the British goods are immeasurably superior to the 
American, and are in the long run cheaper, since 
they last longer, being infinitely better made and 

finished. Recently the Governing Body of the 
West Indian Agricultural College, who have deter­
mined that all goods and materials supplied to the 
College shall be British, have sent out to St. 
Augustine an all-British electric lighting plant for 
the residences there, and it is hoped that this will 
furnish an object-lesson, and that, as a result, a 
trade will be developed in English domestic electric 
lighting sets, of which there are many on the mar­
ket. But the British manufacturer, in respect of 
such goods, will have to study the local markets 
and take immediate steps to appoint agents 
throughout the West Indies, and, what is most im­
portant, furnish them with an adequate supply of 
spare parts. The Shipping Companies, too, will 
have to take their share in the movement by offer­
ing reasonable freight rates for British goods, whilst 
H.M. Trade Commissioner will no doubt impress 
upon British suppliers the advantages offered by the 
West Indies in the way of preference in the Cus­
toms duties, which amount in Trinidad, British 
Guiana, and Barbados, for example, to no less than 
50 per cent, off the duties. In urging as we do, 
most strongly, the development of trade between 
this country and the West Indies, we do not wish to 
suggest for one moment that this should be at the 
expense of trade with Canada ; but there are cer­
tain manufactured articles which Canada cannot 
supply while the United Kingdom can, and it is 
deplorable to see America, which has, by its new 
tariff, banged and barred the door against much 
West Indian produce, still regarding those British 
Colonies as a market for their manufactured goods. 
Apart altogether from other considerations—and 
the patriotic aspect of the question cannot be put 
on one side when we remember that but for the 
British Fleet the West Indian Colonies might have 
been ravaged and mulcted in heavy indemnities by 
the enemy during the recent war—it appears to us 
to be economically sound that where the West 
Indian Colonies come for their loans, they should 
also fill their requirements in respect of manufac­
tured goods. It has always been the object of The 
West India Committee to endeavour to develop 
trade between the United Kingdom and the British 
West Indies, and it goes without saying that Mr. 
Wilson Goode, in his mission, will receive our 
fullest support.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE

The Executive of The West India Committee aim 
at securing an increase of membership of at least 
one thousand during the coming year. It should 
be pointed out that notwithstanding the greater 
advantages offered by the new premises at 14, 
Irmity Square, the minimum annual subscription 
remains at the pre-war figure of one guinea, or five 
7°* While a sin^le Payment of ten guineas 
(or $50) at any time secures Life Membership. 
1 he Executive confidently hope that Members will

•P ¿i° stren^then the Committee by introducing 
suitable candidates for admission. Candidates0 
who must be British subjects, must be proposed 
w Tt seconded by another member of The 
West India Committee.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

‘ ou catch cow by him horn, but man by him 
wud.”

* * &
Old B.W.I.’s will be glad to learn that The 

West India Committee have been informed that the 
British War and Victory medals for the British 
West Indies Regiment are now in course of pre­
paration for issue.

* * *
The penny banana should now be seen again in 

the greengrocers’ shops. With this object, Mr. 
Roger Ackerley states in the Banana Budget that 
from November 13th the boat price for banana 
arrivals was reduced to £20 a ton.

* * *
Messrs. Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, of Stock- 

port, write to point out that in the account given 
in the Circular of September 14th (page 417) of 
the opening of the new waterworks pumping 
station at Cocorite, Port of Spain, it should have 
been stated that the engines used were of the full 
Diesel type.

* * *
There are three bay oil distilleries operating in 

St. Lucia, and bay rum is now being manufactured 
locally for the first time there. The leaves for the 
oil are gathered in the various districts by the 
peasantry, and sold by them to the distilleries. 
The rum for the bay rum is also produced locally. 
360 gallons of bav oil were exported in 1921.

# # *
The Panama Canal is proving a great success. 

For the first time in its history tolls have exceeded 
the million-dollar mark for three consecutive 
months. Similarly, the monthly cargo tonnage 
which was passed through the canal was over 
1,000,000 tons during the same period. In Septem­
ber last no fewer than 240 ocean-going commercial 
vessels went through the canal.

* * *
The President of Cuba has recently signed 

decrees permitting the importation of 6,000 
labourers from the Antilles by two sugar concerns. 
The importers are required to furnish the Govern­
ment with a $20 bond for each labourer introduced 
to cover repatriation, if necessary. The com­
panies are also required to return the labourers to 
their homes at the end of crop.

* * *
No fewer than two hundred and sixty East 

Indian passengers are on board the s.s.. ug o 
James Nourse, Ltd., en route for Trinidad. It is 
probable that many of these returned immigrants 
are destined for British Guiana, and it isi a satis­
factory indication of the attractions winch the West 
Indies and British Guiana offer to East Indians 
that these East Indians should have felt the cal

of the West so strong.
* * * ,Referring to an article by a Mr. Dijby m a 

well-known English journal in
ous writer gravely speaks of the »habiUnts of the 
Island of Demerara partaking of a diet of spiced 
rats, the Union Messenger of at. Kitts very pr 

perly insists “ that English writers on the West 
Indies should study their geography from larger 
maps, or beg information from the office of The 
West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square, E.C.3.” 

* * *
The Service Bureau of The West India Commit­

tee is glad to supply information on all questions 
affecting the British West Indies. Very recently 
it found itself called upon to supply, for the pur­
poses of a forthcoming stage production, authentic 
evidence of the costumes worn in the West Indies 
in 1724, and questions of diet would, similarly, not 
come amiss. As for “larger maps,” there is the 
new map of the West Indies available for 12/6, or 
delivered to the West Indies for 19/-.

The steady development of the St. Lucia lime 
industry is shown by the increase of crops during 
recent years. Expressed in terms of limes, these 
have been :—
1914 ... 12,765 barrels 1918 ... 45,223 barrels
1915 ... 21,363 „ 1919 ... 42,537 „
1916 ... 22,489 „ 1920 ... 42,508 „
1917 ... 18,180 „ 1921 ... 45,978 „
The cultivation of coco-nuts is also being extended, 
the produce being mainly converted into copra, of 
which 33,479 lbs. were shipped in 1921, as against 
19,125 lbs. in 1920.

* * *
On the subject of business methods in British 

Honduras, Trade Commissioner G. R. Stevens 
says, in the Commercial Intelligence Journal of the 
Canadian Department of Trade and Commerce, 
“ The machinery of distribution in this Colony is 
relatively simple. A handful of old-established 
houses, of excellent business methods and unim­
peachable commercial and financial repute, control 
the trade. There is little attempt to divide func­
tions ; they are importers, wholesalers, retailers, 
and in many cases commission agents as well.”

* * *
A correspondent complains that a telegraphic 

message sent to Grenada found its way to Granada 
in Spain, and asks how such mistakes can be 
obviated. The reply is simple. If senders of tele­
grams to Grenada, whether by wireless or cable, 
will mark their messages “ via Bermuda ” (for 
which words there is no charge), all reasonable 
possibility of mistake will be obviated. Our cor­
respondent’s complaint reminds us of the unfortu­
nate predicament of a Commissioner of Turks 
Islands, when a letter addressed to him at “Grand 
Turk” was sent in error to Stamboul.

On the subject of the next Cuban crop, the 
American Sugar Bulletin says that the acreage of 
ratoons from last crop should provide for at least 
3,000,000 tons of sugar. The new plantings for 
the 1923 harvest were made, however, during the 
discouraging low-price period of 1921, and were 
restricted accordingly. It is possible, therefore, 
that they may not provide the million tons required 
to make the crop as large as the one just closed. 
On the other hand, the prospective good Prices 
are a strong inducement to production, and the 
weather conditions have, on the whole, been favour­
able. An early start is looked for.
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“ Commerce.Reports,” the official organ of the 
United States Department of Commerce, under 
date October 30th, states that the reports from all 
parts of the world reveal, with a few exceptions, 
better commercial and industrial conditions. The 
situation in the Far East is better than it has been 
since 1820. In Western Europe, industrial produc­
tion is increasing, and agriculture is showing satis­
factory progress. With the exception of France 
and Germany, the important Western European 
nations have greatly strengthened their financial 
position, and in Eastern Europe the situation, al­
though unhappy, is far less disheartening than it 
was a year ago.

* * *
The Manufacturing Confectioners’ Alliance are 

already on the warpath with regard to the sugar 
duties. During the General Election just con­
cluded they issued pamphlets urging electors to 
vote for the candidate pledged to a reduction of 
this tax, and quoting Mr. Asquith’s description of 
a sugar tax as “ vicious in principle, burdensome in 
its incidence, and unequal in its operation between 
different classes and interests.” West Indian 
sugar growers will not be disposed to quarrel with 
the idea of a reduced sugar duty, leading as it 
would to increased consumption, providing their 
Preference is properly safeguarded, but the reserva­
tion is important.

The United States Shipping Board have ordered 
an investigation into the unaccountable shortage of 
fuel-oil in their s.s. Southern Cross. When that 
ship was off Bermuda, on her return voyage from 
Rio de Janeiro to New York, a shortage was dis­
covered which resulted in her having to put in 
to replenish. The Southern Cross, under the new 
rules, is a dry ship, and it is claimed by the Prohi­
bitionists, who draw an obvious inference, that the 
mysterious absence of propelling power came to 
light at a time when passengers had exhausted 
their private supplies of liquor. “ No one denies,” 
adds the Times correspondent, “ that the passen­
gers enjoyed their stay at Bermuda.”

* * *
Mr. Maurice Malcolm, of Knockalva, in 

Jamaica, is now, according to the Journal of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society, planting and sowing 
the grass J arclines mountiflora, all over his estates 
m that island. Considerable attention has of late 
been drawn to the tick-destroying properties of this 
bouth American and African grass, the special pro- 
perty of which, in this connection, has been alreadv 
referred to m a note in The West India Commit- 
tee Circular (page 346).. The result of Mr. 
Malcolm s experience with the grass will be awaited 
with interest, as if it supports the grass’s reputa- 
tion as a tick-destroyer, without any of the preiu- 
dicia. characteristics possessed by many grasses 
its general adoption in the West Indies would be 
of the greatest value to live stock breeders

* *
Lecturing on the “ Growth of Empire ” before 

the members of the Royal Colonial Institute on 
November 14th, Rt. Hon. Sir Frederick Lugard 
G.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., formerly Governor of 

Nigeria, and a director of the Colonial Bank, re­
ferred to the lack of proportion in the Empire’s 
populations, and the need for redistribution. He 
said that the density of the population of British 
India averaged about 233, while the more congested 
districts in Bengal reached a density of 578 per 
square mile. Meanwhile, there were tropical areas, 
such as British Guiana, with only 3.3 persons to 
the square mile. There was a case where Indian 
immigrants, with their wives, might find abundant 
land and healthy homes in the unpopulated high­
lands 3,000 feet above the sea—away from the 
negro colonies on the coast, so as to avoid unde­
sirable racial miscegenation, or social and political 
friction between the two races. If the supervision 
of the administration of British Guiana, now vested 
in the Colonial Office, were transferred to the 
India Office and the Government of India, it might 
be that it might become a field for Indian settle­
ment, and Indian susceptibilities regarding Kenya 
would, perhaps, be^sotved.

* * *
In Australia the cultivation of bananas is loom­

ing largely in the fruit industry of the Common­
wealth, and now British Guiana peasant farmers 
are taking up the question in that Colony, with 
the view of developing the industry on a definite 
and commercial basis. This is no new endeavour 
in the land of mud, shipping schemes having been 
formulated and attempts made to put them into 
execution from time to time since Captain Baker 
first started a West Indian banana export trade. As 
might be expected from the specially difficult con­
ditions which obtained in those times in that Colony 
in connection with the extension of an industry of 
this description, these all proved abortive. Times 
have now, however, changed. The conditions 
necessary for the successful cultivation of the 
banana are now well known—Mr. Fawcett’s valu­
able work on the subject gives particulars of 
them—and with the practical, scientific knowledge 
now available on the spot for the prospective 
growers, this part of the subject should be capable 
of successful treatment. There still remains the 
shipping problem, but with the increasing demand 
for bananas in the United Kingdom and Canada, 
its solution should follow almost. automatically on 
the production of the supply.

Milk Punch.—Steep the rinds of 40 large limes 
(which ought to give nearly a quart of juice), 
peeled very thin, in 2 quarts of old rum or brandy. 
Cover this closely for 2 days, and the third day 
squeeze the juice of the limes on 81bs. of white 
sugar, adding 6 quarts of old rum, 10 quarts of 
boiling water, and 4 quarts of boiling milk; mix 
the whole well and cover closely for 4 or 5 hours. 
When cool, strain through a jelly bag of 3 layers 
of flannel, strain again until quite clear, then bottle 
and cork it. This will keep for some months. If 
liked, 2 grated nutmegs and 2 ozs. green tea may 
be added. J

West Indian recipes for publication in this 
column will be welcomed by the Editor.
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

Building Opened by Sir Samuel Wilson.

The West Indian Agricultural College, in its tem­
porary building at St. Augustine, Trinidad, was 
formally opened on October 16th by His Excel­
lency Sir Samuel Wilson, Governor of Trinidad and 
Tobago, in the presence of a large and distinguished 
gathering of invited guests, who included Lady 
Wilson, the Archbishop of Port of Spain, Lady 

support accorded to its recommendations by the 
West Indian colonies. In the short space of three 
years arrangements had progressed to such an ex­
tent that a provisional College building was now 
available, and residences had been erected, with 
the result that the College was now able to begin 
operations.

Sir Francis Watts, the Principal, who wore 
academic robes, then delivered his presidential ad­
dress, in the course of which he reviewed some of 
the reasons why the College was needed. The busi-

The Opening ot the wesr inuian -----

Watts, Hon. T. A. V. Best, C.M'G., C.B.E.,Colo- 
nial Secretary, and Miss Best, Mrs. Bushe, Vener­
able Archdeason A. H. Hombersley, Hon.^A. B. 
Bell, C.M.G., Director of Public Works, Colonel 
G II Mav. V.D., Inspector-General of Gonstabu- 
lary, Mr. W. G. Freeman, B.Sc., F.L.S., Doctor 
of Agriculture, and Mrs. Freeman, Mr. W b. 
Barnardo, Chairman of the Agricuttural Socmty^ 
Mr. Justice G. C. Deane and Mrs Deane, Mr. L. de 
Verteuil, and Captain Baker, A.D. . kli :n

A full report of the proceedings was published in 
the Trinidad Guardian and Port of Spain Gazette 
of the following day, from which it would app 
that at the outset the Hon. R. Gervase Bushe 
C.M.G., recounted the steps which had 1 e£ *0 
formation of the College, referring to the Com^^ 
tee appointed by Lord Milner in 1919, and to the 

ness of agriculture was daily increasing in com­
plexity, while competition, accentuated by ease 
and rapidity of communication, reduced the margin 
of profit and diminished the chances of any colony 
creating and maintaining favourable conditions 
leading to large profits from the production of any 
particular commodity. In these circumstances not 
only success, but the means of earning a livelihood, 
depended on the carrying on of work with the 
highest degree of skill and precision and_with the 
minimum of material loss and effort. Skill and 
precision implied knowledge, and it was the fun - 
tions of institutions like the College to collect th 
knowledge and impart it to their students But 
it Xhtbe thought that institutions of this kind 
existed widely ; they were to be found m abundance 
Fn every laje country, and they were now asso-
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ciated with all the principal seats of learning. Why, 
then, should it be necessary to create a special 
College of this nature in the West Indies ?

The existing Colleges were mostly concerned 
with agriculture as carried on in tropical climates; 
there were few, and none were readily available to 
West Indians, which dealt directly with tropical 
matters. The production of tropical crops was of 
vast and fundamental importance not only to those 
who lived in the tropics, but to the Empire at 
large; tropical crops entered largely into the daily 
life and commerce of the dwellers in the great 
countries situated in temperate regions. Let them 
think of the part played in daily life and commerce 
by such things as sugar, cocoa, tea, cotton, rubber, 
many oils and spices, and a great variety of other 
products, and the importance of tropical agricul­
ture to the Empire became apparent.

At the conclusion of his address. Sir Francis 
Watts handed to Sir Samuel Wilson a specially 
fashioned silver key, and invited His Excellency to 
open the building.

Sir Samuel Wilson then addressed the company, 
saying that he felt honoured that it should have 
fallen to his lot to open the College. He regarded 
that day as a most important day, not only to the 
West Indies, but to the whole British Empire, be­
cause the opening of the institution would give a 
means of training British students in the science of 
tropical agriculture. He could not but feel that in 
the long run it would be the means of placing 
British Possessions and Colonies in a better posi­
tion, perhaps, than they were in to-day to compete 
m selling tropical products in the markets of the 
world. Moreover, it was hoped that students would 
come to the College from all parts of the Empire, 
and nothing but good could accrue from the rela­
tions which would be formed and from the ideas 
that would be exchanged. They were all proud 
and pleased in Trinidad to think that the College 
was going to be in their island.

Proceeding, he congratulated the students of the 
College on it having been found possible to get the 
services of Sir Francis Watts as Principal. “As 
you know,” he continued, “Sir Francis Watts has 
for many years been the Imperial Commissioner for 
Agriculture in the West Indies, and I do not sup­
pose that there is any other living man who has 
greater experience of the subiects that are going to 
be taught m this College. He has also surrounded 

with a staff of expert Professors who are 
a I well versed m the subjects they are going to 
teach, and if any of the students of this College 
do not learn everything there is to learn about 
t™Pical agriculture, I am quite sure it would not 
be because they have not had the opportunity of 
doing so I should also like to congratulate7 Sir 

alld hls son on the rapidity with 
which they have got this building ready. Three or 
four months ago, when I came down here with Sh 
Francis, I found one or two old tumble-down build- 
mgs; but when I came here some weeks later I 
M this beautiful building which I am now going 
on 3 S°J r°uld like to welcome!
on behalf of the people of this colony, Sir Francis 
Watts and staff to our midst (cheers), and to 

(Concluded at foot of next column.)

THE WORLD’S SUGAR CROPS.

Messrs. 
Statistical

Willett & Gray publish in their Weekly 
Trade Journal for October 26th their

preliminary estimates of the sugar crops of the 
world. They place the total cane crops for 1922-23 
at 12,448,500 tons, as against 12,465,505 tons for 
1921-22, and 12,070,331 tons for 1920-21; and the 
beet crops at 5,375,500 tons, as against 4,996,163 
tons for 1921-22, and 4,675,807 tons for 1920-21, 
the grand totals for cane and beet being :—

1922-23
17,824,000

1921-22 
17,461,668

1920-21 
16,746,138

Messrs. Willett and Gray give the following 
details of the American and West Indian
crops :—

cane

Harvesting 
Period

r Tons 
1922-23

Tons 
1921 22

Tons 
1920-21

United States—Louisiana ... Oct.-Jan- 215 000 289.669 150,996
Texas ............................ • • Oct.-Jan. 1 000 2.920 6.238
Porto Rico... - Jan-June 400.000 385,000 438.494
Hawaiian Islands .. Nov-July 490,000 490,000 508.392
Virgin Islands, W.L Jan—June 6 000 5.000 4.500

Cuba . Dec.-June 4,000.000 3.996.387 3.936.040
British West Indies—Trinidad Jan—June 55,000 52,000 54,933

Barbados ... Jan-June 35,000 36,000 2»,817
Jamaica ... ............... Jan-June 38,000 42,167 39,960
Antigua Feb-July 12.000 9,850 11,320St. Kitts ................ ■ Feb-Aug. 15,000 8,426 8,063Other British West Indies Jan-June 10.003 9,238 3,60£French West Indies—Martinique-. Jan-July 19,700 18,329 23,834Guadeloupe ............................ Jan—July 30,000 32,000 25,426

ban Domingo ... Jan-June 200,000 225,000 185,546
Hayti ........................... .............. Dec.-June 12,030 12,283 5,625
Mexico ... Dec-June 120,000 119,800 115,000Central America—Guatemala . Jan-June 20,000 19,090 17,500Other Central America ■ J an--June 28,000 27,972 36,692So- America—Demerara, Oct.-Dec- & May-June 100,000 108,270 96,168Surinam . Oct-Jan. 11,000 10,000 9,394Venezuela................ Oct-June 16,000 16,COO 15.000

Ecuador ... ........................... Oct-Feb. 8,000 7,000 6,998
Peru .. . ................ .. Jan-Dec- 340,000 325,000 344,024Argentine............... .. May-Nov. ’230,000 175,000 202,158Brazil - Oct-Feb. 340,000 325,000 310,063

Total in America ...
.......................... 6,721,700 6.747,401 6,610,784

In the Continental beet crops the principal increases 
are looked for in Germany, France, and Czecho­
slovakia.

say how very pleased we are to have them here. I 
should also like to say that so long as I am 
Governor of this colony the people responsible for 
the administration of this College can rely on my 
support to assist them in every way towards the 
success of this work.” The Governor then un­
locked the door and declared the West Indian Agri­
cultural College open.

The guests were then entertained at tea, and the 
remainder of the afternoon was spent in inspecting 
the College building and listening to a programme 
of music rendered bv the Constabulary band under 
Lieutenant A. L. Wallace.

The visitors were shown the classrooms and 
laboratories by the members of the Professorial 
Staff namely, Professors H A. Ballou, M.Sc. : 
J. S. Dash B.S.A. ; S. F. Ashby, B.Sc. ; F. Hardy, 

; F. G. Mason, M.A., Sc.B.. Agr.B. : 
IL n P™10*?’ an3d Mr. A. G. Howell (Chief Clerk 
and Registrar) and Mr. L. Corbin (Assistant Clerk), 

t oa™ Present included Mr. A. Moody 
Stuart, B.A., Mr. C. B. R. King. M.A., Mr. F. O. 
Mr^T^ ri’ Montserin, Mr. V. I. Mulloon, 
Ryan' Ckrk' M?' C‘ C* LlttlePaSe» and Mr. H. R.
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THE RECORD CUBAN CROP.
How it was Financed.

Mr. Charles B. Hosmer, the American Vice- 
Consul at Havana, has explained the arrangements 
successfully carried out for financing the Cuban 
sugar crop, which resulted in an output of 3,936,040 
tons of sugar.

The unprecedented decline in the sugar market 
in 1920, which culminated in the Cuban moratorium 
of October, was followed, he writes, by such a 
severe business depression that a number of impor­
tant banking institutions of the country were forced 
to liquidate. In fact, financial conditions in Cuba 
became so unsatisfactory that during 1921 it was 
freely predicted that the sugar crop for 1921-22 
would be materially below normal because of the 
apparent impossibility of obtaining the financial 
support required for agricultural and manufactur­
ing operations.

American and Canadian banks with branches in 
different parts of the island found that many of the 
sugar centrals were not in a condition to warrant 
the extension of credit to them in the usual way, 
and that a few were so disorganised as to be unable 
to operate without supervision as well. These 
banks also discovered, after some experimenting, 
that it was neither expedient nor practical for them 
to intervene directly in the running of these plants, 
and they therefore organised separate corporations 
to carry on this work for them by developing and 
maintaining trained organisations to administer the 
funds needed for operating expenses and effectively 
to safeguard the interests of the banks by 
supervising the production. It has been the policy 
of the operating companies to permit the owning 
companies to carry on as much of this work as pos­
sible and to make their intervention one of help­
fulness rather than of interference. .

Two banks that were particularly active in this 
work of crop financing enabled 25 mills to operate 
during the grinding season, thus materially in­
creasing Cuba’s 1921-22 sugar crop.

It is not believed that these operatmg companies 
will become permanent organisations, as it seems to 
be the purpose of the banks to withdraw from 
active participation in the affairs of the mi s a 
soon as practicable. At least one corpora ion 
been organised, however, independent of the banks, 
but backed by strong financial mterests, with 
object of being in a position to purchase the equity 
of the owners of any of the sugar citrals m Cuba 
that cannot overcome their difficulties. Present 
conditions indicate that there will be few, if any, 
cases of this kind, provided that the sugar market 
continues reasonably strong. It is n°w generahy 
accented that the Cuban sugar crop for 1921;^ 
wffi amount to approximately 8,800,000 tons, which 

is virtually a normal crop.

Visitors to The West India Committee Rooms 
at 14, Trinity Square, during the past fortmgh 

h HÎs Exœnencrsir Eyre Hutson, K.C.M.G., Lieut- 
CoYoneF J h. Collens, Mr. W. R. Dunlop, Mr. H

Mr. Wilson Goode, Mr. Samuel 
Manning, Dn G. H Masson, and Mr. C. A. Poole.

TRINIDAD’S SUGAR.

The St. Madeleine Crop Figures.

The St. Madeleine Review—no longer, alas ! the 
Quarterly—gives some interesting facts in its first 
half-yearly number, just to hand, relative to the 
Trinidad Usine’s 1922 crop, which is described as 
one of the most satisfactory in the history of the 
plant.

The original estimate, made in July, 1921, was 
based on 180,000 tons of cane or 18,000 tons of 
sugar, reckoning ten tons of cane per ton of sugar. 
However, owing to some fields being cut late, the 
previous crop thus affecting the growth of ratoons, 
and the lack of proper attention to others, due to 
the wholesale curtailment of expenditure, it was 
necessary in January to reduce this estimate to 
167,000 tons of cane or 16,700 tons of sugar ap­
proximately.

The quantity actually ground was 171,896 tons 
of cane,'and, thanks to better milling and a higher 
sucrose content than in the few previous years, 
17,880 tons of sugar were realised, or only 120 tons 
short of the original estimate. This output was 
made up as follows :—

16,750 tons of Greys.
1,084 tons of Washed Greys.

46 tons of Massecuite.

17,880 tons.

The whole crop was disposed of, the destina­
tions being as follows :—

Montreal ................13,55° tons or 75-8 per cent.
Halifax ... 2,200 tons or 12.3 per cent.
St. John .............. 1,000 tons or 5.6 per cent.
Local ... 1,084 tons or 6.1 per cent.
Massecuite on Hand 46 tons or .2 per cent.

100.0 per cent.

Of the canes ground, 76,345 tons were grown on 
the St. Madeleine estates and 95,551 tons by 
farmers. The yield on estates averaged 18.28 tons 
of cane per acre, while 6,723 different parties sup­
plied the farmers’ quota, making an average of 
14.2 tons of cane per individual.

From a cane-farming point of yiew, the record 
is less satisfactory. Local conditions generally 
operated strongly in the direction of discouraging 
many farmers from working tneir lands, these fac­
tors being especially want of funds due to heavy 
debts, late cutting at the previous crops, and un­
certainty as to the future of the sugar industry, 
which i^s not allayed by the liquidation of two 

neighbouring estates.

According to an old manuscript, the average 
cost of sugar cultivation m Barbados was Ils. 2d. 
per cwt. from 1828 to 1834 and 16s. 4d. per cwt. 

from 1835 to 1846.
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INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL. THE ANGOSTURA CASE.

What Cuba is Doing.

It is a matter of opinion, says H.M. Charge 
d’Affaires at Havana, in an official report to the 
Board of Trade, whether in the future Cuban mill 
owners may not find it more profitable to convert 
a great part of the lower grade materials in their 
factories directly into alcohol instead of into sugar. 
At the present time only two mills are known to 
have distilled alcohol from the final molasses or 
waste material. It is difficult to estimate what the 
yield of alcohol from these molasses should be, as 
so much depends on the methods of distillation, 
although it is generally agreed that very superior 
operation would produce a gallon of alcohol to 
every two of molasses of 56 per cent, fermentable 
sugars; whilst with the indifferent methods usually 
employed it would require three gallons of molasses 
to produce one gallon of 95 per cent, alcohol.

In the 1919-20 crop of three and three-quarter 
million tons of sugar, the production of final 
molasses amounted to over one hundred and eighty- 
five million gallons. This output of molasses could 
be made to yield some sixty to ninety million gal­
lons of alcohol.

The Province of Matanzas, whose capital is Car­
denas, is by far the most important as regards pro­
duction of alcohol from molasses. The two largest 
distilleries in Cardenas possess storage tanks with 
a capacity of 2,880,000 gallons and 2,660,000 gal­
lons respectively. Another company has tanks 
totalling 1,200,000 gallons capacity, and there are 
two smaller distilleries with 175,000 gallons each. 
The two leading distilleries were working at high 
pressure during the war, but this production has 
since decreased by 25 per cent. The local con­
sumption has hitherto been less than the produc­
tion, a fact which forced the producers to find 
foreign markets, but recently the local consump- 
tion has increased very largely owing to the “motor 
spirit” so much used now by automobiles. Efforts 
are being made to increase the consumption of the 
spirit by using it for cooking, lighting, and venti­
lating apparatus. One gallon of molasses produced 
one litre of 4-2 deg. alcohol.

In 1914 experiments made at Havana with de­
natured alcohol as motor fuel gave fairly satisfac­
tory results, especially in the case of Ford cars. 
During the last two or three months the greater 
part of the vehicles that ply for hire in the streets 
01 Havana have been using denatured alcohol as 
fuel with results that would appear to promise well 
for its continuance.

There is evidently a time coming (the Report 
continues) when the maximum production of oil 
will be reached. So far the demand has gained on 
the supply so steadily as to force the price of petrol 
upward. The demand is still increasing, and as the 
supply will relatively be less than it is now it may 
be expected that alcohol will gradually supplant 
petrol wherever local price conditions warrant. 
Molasses, being the cheapest source of supply will 
show the greater profit to the producer of alcohol 
and its disposal m this manner cannot fail to 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

Charges of Corruption Dismissed.

At Bow Street Police Court on November 2nd, Mr. 
Graham Campbell delivered his judgment in the case 
in which Harold Edwin Perks, formerly secretary of 
Angostura Bitters, Limited, and Alexander Goff, 
stockbroker, of Old Broad Street, were summoned to 
answer a charge of corruptly agreeing to give or offer 
a gift or consideration to Mr. S. A. Tansley, senior 
accountant in the office of the Public Trustee, as an 
inducement or reward for showing them favour.

According to the prosecution, as reported in The 
Times, the Public Trustee, in August, had for disposal 
nine thousand Angostura shares, which had come into 
his hands under the Trading with the Enemy Act. 
Mr. Tansley called on Mr. Perks to inquire if his com­
pany would be interested in the purchase of some of 
them, and it was alleged that Mr. Perks and Mr. Goff 
offered from 10s. to us. per share, at the same time 
promising Mr. Tansley a commission of 10 per cent, 
on any profit made out of the deal. The defence was 
that us. was a fair price for the shares, and that the 
offer of commission did not bear tne interpretation 
placed upon it by the prosecution.

The magistrate said he had come to the conclusion 
that the evidence adduced by the prosecution was not 
sufficient to support the charge. Both the defendants 
were men of unblemished reputation. Mr. Goff was a 
member of a well-known firm of stockbrokers, and it 
was in the highest degree improbable that he would 
run the risk of offering a bribe to an official in a public 
department. It had been established that the offer of 
us. made for the shares was a fair price, and he could 
not help feeling that there must have been some mis­
understanding—though no doubt perfectly honest—by 
Mr. Tansley of the proposal put forward to him by Mr. 
Perks. He accepted Mr. Perks’ evidence that his' offer 
of 10 per cent, was intended, not for Mr. Tansley per­
sonally, but for the Public Trustee’s Department, 
which, of course, was entitled, under the Fees Order, 
to commission just as any ordinary banking institu­
tion was. The summons was dismissed.

become an increasingly profitable adjunct to the 
sugar business. It is estimated that the cost per 
gallon, if fuel is produced by a plant with capacity 
for utilising the daily molasses output of a 3,000- 
ton raw sugar plant, would be 12.55 cents per 
gallon, whilst it is considered that such fuel would 
command a ready sale at 20 cents per gallon. This 
plant would produce approximately 7,200 gallons 
of motor fuel per 24-hour day.

The export of natural alcohol is free from any 
tax, but a warrant equal to the value of the goods 
is required, when carried in sailing vessels, to avoid 
fraudulent transhipments. The Cardenas distil- 
lenes expGrt most of their production to the United 
Kingdom, South America and Morocco. In 1921 
7 onT^cV^f^ aS a customer and purchased 
7,000,casks of 410 litres each. The Canarv Islands 
lndenrOm 400 tO 500 pipe.s of 500 litres monthly, 

a 300 to Pipes monthly.
A field lies open for the British manufacturer 

to produce apparatus suitable for use with alcohol 
for various purposes, lamps, cooking apparatus,
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GEOLOGY AND COMMERCE.

Dominica's Needs and Difficulties.

(By an Occasional Correspondent.)
Mr. Kenneth W. Earle followed up his report on 

the geology of St. Kitts-Nevis and Anguilla with 
one on Dominica and the Virgin Islands.

Dealing with Dominica, he points out that it is 
not the place in such a report to deplore the topo­
graphical, climatic, and financial conditions which 
render any form of development absolutely im­
possible in Dominica. Nevertheless, he urges that 
the coastal steamer service round the island should 
be restored whatever the cost may be.

Mr. Earle, whose work necessarily took him off 
the beaten track, naturally found his task greatly 
impeded by natural conditions, the headlands be­
ing all impassable by the beach, and almost the 
whole of the interior being clad in virgin forest to 
a large extent unknown and quite untracked, 
whilst the upper reaches of some of the rivers, such 
as the Layou, the largest, have never been accu­
rately mapped.

Geologically, Mr. Earle thinks, the island does 
not call for lengthy description, as it does not differ 
materially from St. Kitts. An interesting excep­
tion, however, is to be found in the widespread 
occurrence of bright red ferruginous clay in the 
areas of most intense rainfall, affording a marked 
comparison with the dry, friable, sandy soils of St. 

K Dominica is the only island of the Leeward Group 

which shows any noticeable volcanic activity at 
the present day. This activity displays itself in 
the famous Boiling Lake, and in numerous solfa­
taras throughout the island. Althougn there is 
no record of volcanic outbursts m the Leeward 
Islands in historical times, there is no doubt, Mr. 
Earle thinks, that these solfataras act as safety 
valves to volcanoes which can hardly be considered 
entirely extinct. A curious fact in this connexion 
is that the St. Pierre catastrophe of 1902 met with 
no sympathetic disturbance in the Grand Soufrier 
of Dominica, whereas St. Vincent, very much 
farther away from Martinique, was in eruption at 

^Mi^^arle goes on to explain that 1S
not the place where one would expect to find valu­
able mineral resources. The pitch (o ] )
occurring on the Windward Coast
indication whatever of petroMerousj rocks ^rrmg 
rithpr in Dominica, or sufficiently close to me 
coast to be workable. Deposits of kaolin appear 
to be very rare, Mr. Earle not seeing

Si“ S«* J™« 

ous earth is mixed with water and lime to form a 
red waterproofing paint.

On his arrival in Dominica in 1921, Mr. Earle 
was told that small quantities of gold and silver 
had been discovered at Riversdale. He accord­
ingly collected samples of river washings from 
various localities at varying altitudes. These have 
been assayed, and are sufficient to indicate that no 
gold or silver is ever likely to be obtainable in 
Dominica in paying quantities. Sulphur, gypsum, 
and alum can all be obtained in small quantities 
at the various soufrières.

Copper in the Virgin Islands.
In his report on the Virgin Islands, Mr. Earle 

records the interesting fact that whilst the islands 
must have been originally united into one land 
mass, subsequently eroded by the sea, at present 
the continual growth and spreading out of living 
coral reefs is tending to unite adjacent islands, in 
some cases the process being actually complete.

The mineral resources of the Presidency consist 
of copper, chalcopyrite, molybdenite, iron pyrites, 
haematite, and a little silver and graphite. Copper 
would appear to offer the best opportunities for 
exploitation, and it is interesting to note that dur­
ing Mr. Earle’s stay in the Presidency a new lease 
was signed for the working of the old copper mines 
at Virgin Gorda. Disappointing as Mr. Earle feels 
that his researches into the economic resources of 
the islands have been, he thinks that at some 
future time discoveries of ore may be found in 
localities which were inaccessible to him, and he 
hopes that the new company founded to work the 
Virgin Gorda mine will prove an important source 
of revenue to a Colony whose total trade is only a 
tithe of what it was a hundred years ago.

A PHENOMENON EXPLAINED 

May’s Mists not May Dust.

The phenomenon believed to be ‘‘May Dust, 
which was observed throughout the Windward and 
Leeward Islands, the Virgin Islands and Tobago, as 
well as in Jamaica and Porto Rico in the middle of 
May this year, was mainly attributed to volcanic 
action by various correspondents m The West 
India Committee Circular*, who were struck by 
the resemblance which the haze bore to that noticed 
in Barbados in 1902 during the eruption of the bt. 
Vincent Soufrière. Another explanation, however, 
is given by Mr. Oliver L. Fassig, the Meteorologist 
in charge of Porto Rico Station, in his useful series 
of “ Climatological Data.” Mr. Fassig says that 
a microscopical examination, while not revealing 
the source of the dust, makes it certain that it is 
not of volcanic origin. The most Pr<Jable 
explanation, he thinks, for the wide extent of the 
haze is that great quantities of dust were carried 
aloft during one of the severe dust storms of the 
African deserts and then carried westward by th? 

trade winds. ___________

^XoJil^Tune 2, page 294, and succeeding issues.
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COST OF SUGAR PRODUCTION. THE MAP OF THE WEST INDIES.
Interesting Figures for Jamaica.

Statements in the prospectus of the Mortgage 
Company of Jamaica, Ltd., to which reference was 
made in last issue of the Circular, throw an inte­
resting light on the cost of sugar production in 
Jamaica. In respect of last season, the working 
results of the three estates concerned were set out 
as follows :—

Keeling-Lindo, Ltd. (about 1,991 acres under cane). 
£ s. d. £

Sugar—’Pxxc.t realised last year per 
ton of sugar ... .. 15 o o

Estimated cost of produc­
tion ... ... ... 10 14 6

Net profit per ton ............. 4 5 6

Profit on 9,615 tons at ^4 5s. 6d.
Per ton ... 41,104

bananas.—Estimated profit on Bananas planted 
and to be planted based on realised profit 
last year of ^2^ 14s. 8d. per acre, against 
a profit per acre of ^47 12s. 6d. for 1919-20, 
and ¿36 19s. 3d. for 1920-21. .............. 34,903

Coconuts.—Estimated profit ... ............. 407

Monymusk Central, Ltd. (1,266 acres under cane). 
.. . Z s. d. £
Sugar.—Price realised last year per

. ton of sugar ... ... I2 o
Estimated cost of production 14 o o

Net profit per ton.............. 1 12 o

Profit on 3,878 tons at ¿1 12s
Per ton ........................ 6,204

Appleton Central, Ltd. (462 acres under cane or 
available for 1924 replant).

c £ s. d. Z
Sugar.—Price realised last year per

ton of' sugar........................ 16 4 o
Estimated cost of production 13 13 3

Net profit per ton ............. 2 10 9

Profit on 1,366 tons at ¿2 10s. 96.
Per ton ........................ 3,466

¿86,174

It was subsequently stated in the Press that above 
estimates were those of the Board based upon costs 
of production ascertained by Messrs. Price, Water- 
house & Co.

Two principal features of the Board of Trade 
Returns for October, as regards West Indian pro- 
duce are the maintained consumption of sugar 
which now stands at 1,356,159 tons for the ten 
months, which is at the rate of 1,627,000 tons ner 
annum and the increased consumption of cacao, 
841,785 cwts. having been taken out of bond for 
this purpose during January-October this year as 
against 759,848 cwts. during the same period last

Since the Circular last went to press there has 
been a continuous demand for copies of The West 
India Committee’s Map of the West Indies. Among 
the applicants for impressions have been the Govern­
ments of Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago, thus 
bringing nearer the consummation of the hope 
that the Map may find a place on the walls of all 
Government and business offices, schools, hotels, 
and institutions in the British West Indies.

The Map should prove a valuable factor towards 
bringing about a better understanding of the West 
Indian Colonies, not only among themselves, but 
also among the “ men in the street.”

That the Map is appreciated has been demon­
strated by many complimentary letters. Only 
recently the Colonial Postmaster of Jamaica—who 
had seen a copy hanging in the Institute—was 
so struck by its appearance and utility that he 
promptly ordered a copy for his own office.

Members and others who have not yet ordered 
their copy are advised to do so at once, as the 
number available is rapidly diminishing.

Th? P^ce °f the MaP' which is obtainable from 
1 he West India Committee, 14, Trinity Square. 
London, E.C.3, is as follows :—

Price

Sheet ... ... ... 7/6
Mounted and folded ... 15/-
Mounted on rollers ... 12/6

♦ Canada 22/- ; U.S.A. 25/- ; 
destination.

Post
_ „ Free
Post Free Post Free Else- 

U.K. W. Indies, where.
8/6 9/6 10/6

15/6 15/6 15/6
14/— 19/_ *

elsewhere according to

COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.

aPPoiutments affecting the British 
™ade by the Secretary of State 

November1-—leS dunng the month ending the 10th

Constabuia Depot InsPector. Jamaica

Island cXJist,BSca B A ’ B SC ’ A1C ” ^P^ 

M C ” Staff L“-1 ^rces, 

Mr b’ .^‘“aster-General, Trinidad.
R N-’’ ASS‘- Queen’s

Trinidad. R' Tottenham- Sub-Inspector of Police, 

Miss^ C?m”ission«G Virgin Islands.
Tortola,' Virgin Ma^d^ COttage H«^!,

Sir Peter Mackie’s suggestion that RritLk 
uiana and British Honduras should be given to 

tO in next colu“n> P^- 
oked a reply (which appeared in the Financial 

News o£ November 15th, and was, happily for Sir 
edlt?d ’) from the Secretary of The West 

the’weThidi^’tb11? P°inited °Ut that ““rooshout
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THE MAINLAND COLONIES. TRADE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED.

Annexation Proposal Scotched.

The bogey of American annexation—this time, 
to be sure, in a somewhat modified form—having 
turned up again, the following timely letter from 
Mr. Lawrence A. Achong was published in the 
Financial News of November 16th, 1922 :—

Sir,—In his letter dealing with the General 
Election, which appeared in your issue of the 13th inst., 
Sir Peter J. Mackie, Bart., the well-known Scottish 
distiller, showed very scant regard for the peoples of 
British Guiana and Honduras when he suggested that 
the British Empire should “ give America British 
Guiana and Honduras in payment of the American 
debt.”

This gentleman says : “ They are of very little use 
to us ; we have never developed them.” In saying this 
the good baronet proves that, like the majority of 
Englishmen, he is very ignorant of the value of the 
Empire’s Colonial possessions. Why is British 
Guiana of very little use to the Empire—and why has 
England never developed it ? Simply because those 
whose business it should be to know everything about 
these overseas possessions know absolutely nothing
about them. Englishmen, strange as it may seem, 
prefer to attempt to develop countries like Brazil, Peru, 
and other South American Republics and countries in 
which they can never be anything more than strangers, 
instead of their own; this they do by the large in­
vestments they make in all sorts of enterprises, regard- 
less of the instability of Government.

British Guiana is extremely rich in minerals, 
platinum, copper, scheelite, Bauxite, gold ~and 
diamonds are all to be found in this country.

Mica

They
only await proper development on sound business lines 
to become paying on a basis equivalent to the best 
British investment. The diamond industry of British 
Guiana, which in 1919 yielded 16,000 carats, increased 
in 1920 to 40,000 carats, and in 1921 to 102,000 carats 
valued at $1,643,698.00. Representatives of American 
interests in that Colony have not been slow in inviting 
American capital to the country. Great Britain how­
ever, is apparently too soundly asleep to be disturbed 
bv the bustle of a competitive nation, when she awakes 
from her slumber she may be quite willing to permit 
the Americans to do exactly what they did in ^nnidad 
with regard to the Pitch Lake. T<>day Amenca sup­
plies Great Britain with most of the asphalt she 
requires—this asphalt is taken from Britain s own ter­
ritory and sold to her at a P^nt. vnnwn in

British Guiana seems to be becoming known in 
England at last, because recently a loan of ^1, ,
sterling was quite easily floated here tor 1 s *
Moreover when His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales visited the West India Islands recently, he 
i to ... r«<>pte 

fit-“is

and receive the assistance of ^e Colonms,^ 
poor recompense now to find men ?inon as rank 
ing what serious statesmen must look upon as rank 

“ng the Americans Glasgow or Aberdeen in pay­
ment of the debt is an equally good suggestton. Sir 

Peter J. Mackie might consider tnis.

Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode has been appointed His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioner in the West Indies, 
with headquarters at Port of Spain, Trinidad.

Mr. Goode, who before 1914 was Secretary of the 
Manchester Association of Importers and Exporters, 
held during the war a Commission in the Army 
Service Corps, until, at the request of Lord 
D’Abernon, he joined the Central Control Board— 
fortunately on the constructive side, and not on 
that devoted to restrictions. In 1917 he was ap­
pointed H.M. Commissioner at Cape Town, where 
he remained until the close of 1919, when he was 

Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode.

promoted to be Acting Senior Trade Commissioner 
in India, a position which he filled until the end of 
1920, when, after a few months’ leave, he was sent 
to Washington as Acting Commercial Councillor at 
the British Embassy.

In the course of his work Mr. Goode has travelled 
widely in Africa, and one is glad to learn that he 
is a believer in seeing for himself every part of the 
territory within the scope of his office, and in in­
vestigating commercial problems on the spot.

The principal object of the Trade Commissioner 
will be to stimulate and develop trade between the 
United Kingdom and the West Indies, including 
British Guiana and British Honduras, and no doubt 
he will remind manufacturers in the Mother Coun­
try that in those colonies their goods enjoy a sub­
stantial preference in the Customs duties, a fact to 
which they hardly seem to have become awake.

Mr. Goode, who, it is hoped, will attend a mee - 
ing of the Executive of The WTest India Committee 
on December 7th, will spend a few weeks m 
Jamaica before proceeding to Trinidad.
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CITRUS BY-PRODUCTS.

Methods of Oil Extraction.

The following description of the methods of ex­
tracting oil from citrus fruits is extracted from 
“Mieko’s,” an Australian journal devoted to fruit 
production.

There are several methods used for extracting 
the oil from citrus fruit, the chief among which are 
the following :—-The Spugma, or sponge process, 
by which the oil is removed from the burst oil 
cells of the peel by means of sponges. The prin­
ciple on which the extraction of the essence is car­
ried out may be illustrated in this way. If a piece 
of peel is held up to the light and turned inside 
out a fine shower of vapour is seen to be forcibly 
ejected. This is not all oil, but a mixture of oil 
and water. By turning the peel inside out almost 
the whole of the essence is removed from the peel, 
for each little globule of oil appears to be sur- 
rounded by water, and the liquid which remains 
adherent to the peel after the breaking of the oil 
cells consists principally of water. As it is im­
possible in practice to turn every piece of peel 
actually inside out, the following method is 
adopted : One man takes the fruit in his hand, and 
with three rapid downward strokes of a large knife 
cuts off nearly all the peel in three slices. The 
central portion which is left consists of most of the 
E.V- a of ^e peel at top and bottom. 
Ihis is simply pressed, in the case of lemons, for 
extracting lemon juice. The three slices of peel 
pass to a second man, who has in his left hand a 
small flat sponge. With his right hand he presses 
the slices of the peel against the sponge, pressing 
the edges of the peel only with the fingers, the 
object being to press the convex piece of peel as 
nearly flat as possible. The amount of pressure used 
is very slight and at first sight it seems incredi­
ble that the oil globules can have been broken, but 
it you try the experiment of turning this exhausted 
peel inside out nothing more can be extracted. 
I he sponge is periodically squeezed. One man 
working m this way should extract 1| lb. of essence 
per day. To ensure the cells being fully charged 
with moisture, it is usual to allow the lemons to 
stand m water for a short while, and we suggest 
washing the fruit in running water.

The Ecuelle process, which is employed in the 
the We S°"th °f France (and also in
oil 1 In nes)’ <=°ns>sts of the breaking of the 
oil globules by means of spikes or knives, and 
frnh to \ eonstruet1on according to the amount of 
fruit to be operated upon. A simple ecuelle is a 
saucer-shaped vessel about eight to ten inches in 
diameter, usually made of copper, tinned inside 
and covered on the inside with short spikes about

r ? one-third of an inch in length. In 
the bottom of the saucer is a hole about one-half 
meh in diameter leading to a hollow tube about 
four or five inches in length. A fruit is placed in 
the vessel and by means of a rapid rotary motion 
the oil cells are caused to be broken by the snikes 
I he escaping oil flows into the hollow'tube which 
is periodically emptied. The fruit is generally 

treated after all the oil possible has been obtained, 
either by soaking in warm water or by distillation 
to.obtain the remainder of the oil. The oil ob­
tained by distillation is of inferior quality, as the 
process impairs the value of the oils.

An apparatus known as the Thermo-pneumatic 
Extractor has been invented by M. Montfalcone 
for the extraction of all varieties of citrus oils. It 
consists of a hollow cylinder of sheet iron, the in­
terior surface of which is studded with a large 
number of metallic knife points. The cylinder 
revolves on two axles attached to it at diagonally 
opposite points, giving it an eccentric rotary 
motion in operation. Its capacity is such that 
when charged it is capable of holding 1,200 to 1,500 
citrus fruits. The cylinder having been properly 
charged with the fruit and a small quantity of 
water, it is set in motion by aid of shafting and 
pulleys operated by oil or steam engine. The fruit 
is thereby made to come in contact with the métal- 
lie lancets, and their whole surface gradually 
becomes punctured sufficiently to cut or rupture 
the cells containing the essential oil, which escapes. 
The cylinder has double walls, the space between 
them being intended for the circulation of a current 
of steam, which is admitted to heat the water and 
to facilitate the extraction of the oil, while at the 
same time the vapours are rarefied or aspirated by 
the vacuum pump. The axles of the cylinder on 
both sides are hollow, that on the side nearest the 
driving engine being embedded in such a manner 
that steam from the boiler may be admitted at 
will either into the double walls of the cylinder or 
into the interior of the cylinder itself, while the 
hollow passage in the other axle communicates with 
a condensing worm, the outlet of which descends 
into a cylindrical vessel intended to receive th a 
condensed products consisting of water and essen­
tial oils. When the apparatus is first set in motion 
the pump begins to produce a vacuum during the 
first revolutions of the cylinder. Steam being then 
cautiously admitted into the double walls of the 
cylinder, the water is raised to boiling at a com­
paratively low temperature, and the vapours 
charged with essential oil rapidly pass over into 
the receptacle. With a 2 h.p. engine and a boiler 

esigned for a 5 h.p. engine, five such machines 
may be driven at the one time, and the operation, 
including the time required for charging and empty 
mg, is completed in forty-five minutes.

With the world’s consumption of sugar steadily 
mounting, the question of increased production is 
certain to receive attention. The handling of 
larger crops means the employment of extra 
machinery which m turn demands the attention of 
engineers skilled m modern factory management. 
Readers desirous of extending their knowledge of 
the scientific control of the factory; the chemical 
and mechanical treatment of the juice; steam 
generation etc., will do well, therefor^, to secure a 
copy of » The Manufacture of Cane Sugar™ by 

from The t ™lume Can be obtained
m The West India Committee, 14, Trinitv

Square, London, E.C.3, at 26/- post free’
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OBITUARY.

Hon. Carlos Melhado, C.M.G.
We regret to state that the Hon. Carlos Melhado, 

C.M.G., died in New York on the 15th October, at 
the age of 70.

The son of a Speaker of the old House of Assembly 
of British Honduras, the subject of our memoir was 
born in the Republic of Honduras, coming to the 
Colony, with the public and commercial life of which 
he was afterwards so prominently associated, in 1869. 
He first joined the firm of P. Leckie & Co., afterwards 
securing a partnership in the business of B. Cramer & 
Co., from which he separated in 1889 in order to found 
the well-known firm of C. Melhado & Sons. For over 
thirty years he sat on the Executive Council, also 
acting as an Unofficial Member of the Legislative 
Council on several occasions. He represented the 
Colony at the Coronation of King George V.

Mr. Paul Cressall.

It is with great regret that we have to record 
that Mr. Paul Cressall died at his residence, 69, 
Castleton Mansions, Barnes, on November 10th.

It seems only yesterday that we were welcoming 
Paul Cressall to' England on his retirement from 
British Guiana, and now we have to deplore his 
death. Less than a month ago he visited The West 
India Committee Rooms and though it was evident to 
those who saw him that the state of his health was 
precarious—-for he was a shadow of his former self 
he bravely expressed his determination to carry on and 
to find some new work to take up. Paul Cressall’s 
death may truly be described as the snapping of a link 
with the 'past as far as British Guiana is concerned, 
for though he was only sixty years of age at the 
time of his death his recollection of the Colony dated 
back to 1863, when he landed with his father and 
mother at Georgetown. Four years later he was re­
turning to England, in the R.M.S Conway when she 
was wrecked by a tidal wave at St. Thomas, and it 
was a mere chance that he and his parents did not go 
down with the R.M.S. Rhone which took oft most of 
the passengers and herself foundered in a hurricane, 
since they were left behind. The subject of our memoir 
returned" to Demerara in 1877 to take up the duties 
of junior clerk in the firm of Sandbaeh. Parker & co., 
for which post he had been selected bj Mr. J. Ernest 
Tinne, the present senior partner. Thereafter bis pro- 
gress in the business community was rapid,, and at the 
Cte of his retirement in July last he had been senior 

representative of the firm for very many y 
esteem and regard in which he was held by allI classe. 
of the community was shown by the many 
and presentations which he receive o 'Jajjon
eolonv, those bodies which marked their appr^iatmn 
M his services having included the staff of,his firm, 

and the (korgetown Chib, wi 1 to te the
been presented’ the staff’s ad-

only" and charitable ehie^ but a .n- 

cere friend in times of need.’ and the
familiar figure at iampioned the cause of

SU <

from well; but, not lacking in courage and determina­
tion, he returned to British Guiana. Landing again in 
England at the end of July last, he never really 
improved in health, and on November 10th he suc­
cumbed to heart-failure following an operation which 
he underwent on October 31st. Paul Cressall was 
married in Demerara in 1889 to Katherine May Miles, 
who, with five children, survives him.

The Late Mr. Paul Cressall.

The funeral service took place at Barnes Church on 
November 15th, after which the remains of Paul 
Cressall were laid to rest in the Cemetery at East 
Sheen. Those who attended the last sad ceremony, 
besides the widow and members of the family, were 
Mr and Mrs. S. F. C. Nurse, Mr. Frank Nurse, Mr. 
Ernest Nurse, Miss Cressall, Mr. and Mrs. Ashbee, 
Mr H. Miles, Mr. H. A. Cressall, J ir. Russell Gar­
nett Mr. M. B. G. Austin, Mr. J. P. Auld, J.P., and 
Mr ’ G. O. Case, whilst the floral tributes included 
wreaths from the family, Miss Cressall, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Cressall, Miss Maud Cressall, Mr. and Mrs. 
S. F. C. Nurse, and Miss Newsam, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
M Nurse and family, Mr. and Mrs. Ash,bee, Mr. 
Ashton Ashbee, Mrs. Darlington, the Misses Miles, 
Mr and Mrs. C. J. Bowman, Mr. and Mrs. H. Miles 
Mr. and Mrs. G. O, Case, Mr. and Mrs. Auld and 
Pat, Mrs. Harrison, Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Walcott, Mr. 
and Mrs. Boulter, Mr. and Mrs. Seedorft and Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert Triefus.

Mr E. H. Cunningham Craig has kindly re- 
the substance alleged to 
t. Lucia, to which refer- 
3 heading, “More Mani 
cent issue. He states 
Manjak at all, and adds 
a specimen of which was 
is no sign of oil in it.

ported on the samples oi 
be “ Manjak ” found in S 
ence was made under th< 
from St. Lucia,” in a re 
that the substance is not 
with regard to the shale, 1 
also submitted, that there
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THE GOVERNORS OF JAMAICA.

By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XIII. John White, President.

Of the origin of John White nothing is known. 
The earliest reference to him is his inclusion in 
Modyford’s Survey of the island in 1670, when he 
owned 259 acres in St. John and (in company with 
one Elkins) 30 acres in St. David. In June, 1671, 
he was sworn of the Council; he was then Chief 
Justice.

In 1672 one Thomas Bromhall, attorney, for 
presenting a petition charging White with bribery 
particularly, and other offences, was ordered by the 
Council to stand for a quarter of an hour on Grand 
Court Day in the pillory on the parade at Spanish 
Town, with his mouth gagged and his thumbs 
tied, and a paper pinned on his back signifying 
the offence, and in the same manner to stand the 
following Court Day at Port Royal.

In 1674 White was succeeded as Chief Justice by 
Samuel Long. In January, 1680-81 Sir Henry 
Morgan resigned the sole judgeship of the Court 
of Admiralty, and appointed White in his stead.

On July 18th, 1688, Judge White was suspended 
from the Council. Albemarle, in writing to the 
Loi ds of Trade and Plantation, gave as his reason 

principally because he pleaded for the most part, 
as a lawyer does for his fee, against the King’s 
interest whenever such matters came before 
Council, and because it was pointed out to me that 
he was paid by St. Jago del Castillo to plead for 
him both m Council and elsewhere,” Sir James de 
Castillo being the agent in Jamaica of the Assiento

" an“™’" thu K“g wrote to saY 
that; White and Bourden, who had also been dis- 
missed the Council, were to be reinstated.

In June, 1691, a John White was returned 
member of the Assembly for St. Ann, but he 
apparently did not take his seat. This may have 
been the Councillor’s son.

A"gUSi deling unwell and seeking
permission to visit England, said :
thl' < 1 J°Wer to appoint a deputy to save

White t^? Council; but if not I think Mr. John 
i St ”an for 1 take him to be a very

On the death of Inchiquin, in January 1691 2

who commanded the confidence“ hiTlllow

the greatest calamity suffered by Jamaica
White took warnmg from Water»«’o attempt to play the Gove”^ on^hTS 

of Inchiqum declared that the “ adm™;
of the Government is devolved upon the pres““ 
Council,” and no Assembly was summoned AH 

persons were continued in office until the Royal
pleasure was known. It was ordered that the
whole militia of foot, which had been split up into 
independent companies by Inchiquin, leading to 
disputes amongst the officers, should be “ rege- 
mented ” as formerly, and the troops of horse 
were put under the command of the colonels of 
foot in the various precincts. The Council met at 
Port Royal 66 to view their Majesties Forts, Forti­
fications and Stores,” and took other methods of 
protection as there was a strong fear of invasion by 
French ships. On the advice of the Attorney- 
General that the Council had the power, they 
granted private commissions of war to strengthen 
themselves and to keep seafaring men from leaving 
the service of the island, and they requested that 
a free pardon should be granted to privateers 
abroad to encourage them to return to the island.

On January 28th, the Council, twelve days after 
the Governor’s death, wrote home to the Lords 
of Trade and Plantations reporting the steps they 
had taken. There were at Port Royal five forts, 
Charles, Rupert, Morgan, Carlisle, and Walker. 
The fortifications at Port Morant [Fort William] 
were quite out of repair ; the frigates were away 
from port—the Guernsey gone to the Havannah 
and the Swan to Porto Bello. These forts and 
frigates were alike in want of stores. They hinted 
that Inchiquin had been arbitrary as president of 
the Council, and begged that no Councillor should 
be dismissed except by Royal command, or by 
the Governor with the concurrence of the full 
Council. They urged the passing of a law granting 
£300 a year for a representation of the island in 
England.

On May 20th the Council wrote home :—
For want of this the Jews eat us and our children 

out of all our Trade the reason of granting them by 
yr. aw of this Island Letters of Naturalization not 
kavemg been observed for there has been no regard 
hi -5° Î?6 s?ttlin^ and Panting to wch. they are 

obleidged by the letter of the law, And it is true 
ntent can at this day be attested by severall of us 

im V Ü ^L^keing. We wanted them not
Roya11 a Place Peopl’d and strong 

enough without them, and though they are told th? 
^noV^H?3 before_them wch. was never so thin 
Hon ?hin 7 Were inte?ded to by their occupa­
tion Sheep-Keepers and planters they are suffered to 

nr Put‘ Roya11 thelr Goshen and they will doe 
bUt WheU an AssemblY is Inclin’d to 

tax them something higher then their fellow Christ­
ians who alone serve on Juries and do other dutvs in 
the Governmt. whereof they are Uncapable, 'finde 

tO eV3de that but to Distinguish! 
fe a S oT”1 ’ “,7 * Please your Lordships
* * ? and growing evill and had we not warning
samegkind? ° her Colonys which have suffered in th?

A -ÏÎ? Wee See our streets fil’d and the shins 
bound heither crowded wth. them and ye consequence 
IS no less then takeing our children’s bred and ^veS 
ven? J "S' To Prevent and many other inrom 
leave wRh Iaw and doe take
eave with all humility to assure your Lordshins that 

UHi06 ver3dy ^Rive that the granting of thatand a 
Dittle more Confidence in the Councill would save vour 
Lordships a great deal of trouble, would prevent Com­
plaints wch. would be more Rare’ly offert when they
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could be cheaply answered and their Majties most 
gracious and Excellent Instructions be more exactly 
observed,”
and they sent home an account of the manner 
in which Inchiquin treated the Assembly.

Permission was given to the inhabitants of 
Clarendon and Vere to build at their own charge 
a fortification at Carlisle Towne. Guns were sup­
plied for planting at “ Freeman’s Bay ” [Port 
Morant], Port Maria, Old Harbour, and Withy­
wood |Vere], while Robert Bowman had permis­
sion to plant guns at Manchioneal, “ at his own 
charge.”

The merchant ships in Port Royal harbour were 
put under control, and other steps were taken; 
the Swan was kept as a fire-ship; but martial 
law, which had been proclaimed on February 9th, 
ceased on March 30th. On the following day 
Bernard, Beckford and Lawes told the Council 
that they had been informed that they were repre­
sented in England as factious and disloyal, and

present—White,of the Councillorsthe rest — — - x
Bourden, Heywood, Towers, Orgill, and Knight— 
declared they “ never knew any of them of such 
behaviour.” On April 11th James O’Brien re­
signed his office as Comjnander of the Forts at 
Port Royal, and was succeeded by Peter Beckford, 
who had been dismissed from that office by 
Albemarle. Beacons were ordered to be erected 
to windward, and directions were given for safe­
guarding the inhabitants on fear of invasion.

On April 27th the Council sent a very flowery 
address to the King and Queen, and of Jamaica 
lord and lady,” protesting against the actions of 
Albemarle in overruling laws and attempting to 
set up the Roman Catholic religion, and at the 
same time they wrote: that the Council were 
honest in their endeavours for the welfare of the 
island, for when they asked William Beeston and 
Guilbert Heathcot to represent them in England 
they, ten of them, said that if they failed to get 
the £300 voted to them they would each contri­
bute £30 a piece. At the same time they voted 
£1,000 per annum to White as President, and 
£100 each to themselves. They begged especially 
that the laws passed by Albemarle might not be 
confirmed, as the Assembly which passed them

was illegally chosen. a
“ We have given orders for the Repair of Fort 

Charles. The Stores in or. Magasm by furnishing 
their Majtes. friggats are very small and we in great 
want of powder and Match wch. we pray y • ,
ships to Represent that we may be ordered a speedy 
supply, we have received, no Manner of orders or 
advice since we have been in the Govermn .
if we have made any falce steps we hope yor. Lord 
ships will be pleased to excuse it.

(To be continued.)

I ifiit -Colonel R. Deane, O.B.E., Chief of 
Police in St. Lucia, has been appointed Inspector- 
General of Police, Mauritius.

The minimum subscription for membership of 
The West India Committee is £1 Is. per annum.

WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.
The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 

giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

A Turf Club for Antigua..

Hon. Donald MacDonald, writing on October 26th, 
states that the boring operations which were com­
menced by the Government at “Seaforth” in order to 
endeavour to obtain a constant supply of water, have 
been abandoned, as the water found was too salt to be 
of any use. Another attempt is to be made farther 
inland and nearer to the reservoir at “Sweets.” There 
were good rains all through September and October, 
and the canes have responded well. The two dams at 
Mermaid Rock and at the new dam below were then 
full, but the large ponds throughout the Island still 
required the so-called “ pond rains.”—His Grace the 
Archbishop of the West Indies, at the conclusion of the 
Synod of the Province in New York, remained in the 
United States until November on behalf of the 
Diocesan Clergy Insurance and Pension Scheme.—Mr. 
Eric Eldridge, Land Officer of the local Agricultural 
Department, has been given a studentship at the Agri­
cultural College, Trinidad, by the British Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation. Mr. Elridge has done 
much useful work in connection with cotton and onion 
growing, sugar-cane experiments, the hard-back 
beetle and other insect pests.—To replace the defunct 
Sun, an attempt is being made to organise a new local 
newspaper for the Island, and the Antigua Publishing 
Co., whose directors are Mr. T. F. Burrowes, C.B.E., 
Hon. R. Wameford, Mr. N. Scott-Johns ton, Mr. R. 
Goodwin, Major J. T. Dew, and the Hon. Donald 
MacDonald, has been formed for this purpose.— 
The Governor called a meeting at Government House 
on October 24th to consider the formation of a Turf 
Club. Those present unanimously approved of the 
suggestion, and a Committee was elected at once to 
carry out the details. The club will arrange an 
Annual Race Meeting on Boxing Day, and will do 
everything possible to foster the spirit of sport, which 
may be dormant at times, but never dies out in these 
communities.

Splendid Crop Weather in Barbados.
September was a splendid month from the agricul­

tural point of view (says the Barbados Advocate of 
October 10th), giving an average rainfall of 14 inches. 
October, however, had so far only given partial rams, 
but the crops were all looking vigorous and healthy. 
The Island’s Cricket Team, after retaining its 
supremacy over British Guiana and Trinidad, was 
o-iven a vociferously enthusiastic welcome on its return 
From Georgetown on October 9th. A reception com­
mittee, consisting of Mr. R- Challenor, Mr. L. 
Yearwood, and Mr. Percy Goodman, met the party on 
landing from s.s. Caraquet, and Mr. A. Somers-Cocks 
expressed the feelings of the onlookers in heartily wel­
coming the victorious team.—A deputation, consisting 
of Mr H Washington Harper, Mr. Joshua Baeza, Dr. 
t r 'williams Dr A. G. Bancroft, Very Rev. Dean 
Shankland Dr.’ J. R. Phillips, and Mr. C W. Haynes

> /1 11 non the Acting Governor, Hon. W. E. 
lackton C.M.G , on October 2nd. Mr. Harper said 
Hint the’deputation were there to bring forward certain

troubles resulting from syphilis and pe lagra.
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Government were asked to take steps to procure, if 
possible, trisodium citrate for the treatment of 
pellagra, as recommended by the Italian medical 
authorities. Mr. Joshua, Baeza pointed out that they 
had already obtained good results with sodium citrate, 
but hoped for even better success with trisodium, 
which, however, as a German proprietary article, they 
had so far failed to obtain. His Excellency, in reply, 
said that a very much improved public health organi­
sation was sadly needed.

Bahamas' Flourishing Finances.
Hon. George K. K. Brace, Chief Clerk in the 

Treasury and Acting Receiver-General, has been 
appointed Auditor of Public Accounts in succession to 
Mr. Nigel Burnside, I.S.O. Mr. Brace, who is a 
Bahamian, entered the public service 37 years ago, and 
his appointment is hailed with acclamation by the 
Nassau Guardian.—The returns of revenue and ex­
penditure for the June quarter, which have made their 
appearance, make it clear that no fears need yet be 
entertained of a shrinkage in the Colony’s revenue. 
Although ¿180,846, the total amount received, falls 
slightly below the unprecedented figures for the March 
quarter, it is twice as much as the average total 
revenue up to a few years ago, and represents an in­
crease of nearly ¿100,000 over the June quarter of last 
year. Of the above, one source alone, Customs, yields 
the respectable total of ¿168,322, and there must be 
many Colonists who have a kind word for the Fifth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution.—His 
Honour the Speaker and Mrs. Malcolm returned to 
Nassau on October 23rd. Other arrivals after holidays 
in the Old Country and the States include the Hon. 
J. Ronald Young, M.E.C., Hon. William Miller, 
M.L.C., and Rev. Canon M. E. Webb, Rector of 
Andros.

Better Times for British Honduras.
Mr. S. Wolfisohn is quoted by the Clarion (October 

5th) as saying that business and financial conditions 
have taken a sudden turn for the better in British 
Honduras, and that there is every evidence that the 
country is on the eve of an era of unusual prosperity. 
J A new industry ” (Mr. Wolffsohn continues) 
“ being carried on by American capital is the manu­
facture of turpentine, which promises to develop on 
a grand scale. Pine trees abound and produce a sur­
prising amount of resinous matter, the Honduras pine 
wood being so loaded with resin that it will not float.” 
—The death of Hon. Carlos Melhado, C.M.G. (a 
memoir of whom appears elsewhere in this issue), aud 
of H011. W. F. Wade, removes two notable figures from 
the life of the Colony.—To consider how the Colony’s 
resources may best be advertised at the British 
Empire Exhibition, 1924, a Committee has been 
appointed consisting of Mr. C. Hummel (chairman) 
tTS’ ¿T Grabham- Hon. W. A. J. Bowman, Mr. 
F. E. Starkey, Mr. A. D. P. Williamson, Mr. P. Stanlev 
Woodsand Mr. F. W. Ross (Hon. Secretary).—The 
question of giving further protection to the Colonv’s 
sugar industry, which was much to the fore in the 
spring, is again before the Legislative Council. On 
October 27th, Hon. W. A. J. Bowman was due to move 

that m the opinion of this Council the Governor 
should consider without delay the question of inviting 
this Council to make provision for granting protection 
to the sugar industry.”

English or Patois in Dominica P
In an address on the English language as it affected 

the people of Dominica 011 October 8th, the Very Rev.

Father De Vos, Vicar-General, said that it was a serious 
matter to contemplate the fact that tliat island, which 
by the Treaty of Versailles over 139 years ago, 
definitely became a British possession, had made so 
little progress with the use of the English language. 
Unlike twenty years ago, French was now entirely 
eliminated from the sermons and the catechisms, 
whilst only 50 per cent, of the people had recourse to 
French in the confessionals. The Vicar-General 
charged the parents (says the Dominica Guardian) 
with a large share of the responsibility for the patois 
speaking, also reproaching the Government for not 
enforcing rigidly enough the system of compulsory 
education.—The proposed visit of H.M.S. Hood and 
H.M.S. Repulse to Dominica during October had to 
be cancelled, much to the disappointment of the in­
habitants, owing to the A lastrim epidemic.

Grenada’s Exports.
The death took place on October 6th of Mrs. Franco, 

wife of Mr. L. C. Franco.—H.M.S. Repulse visited St. 
George’s from October 12th to 17th. The arrange­
ments for the entertainment of the ship’s officers and 
crew included cricket and football matches, concerts 
and an At Home.—-By Proclamation dated August 
24th, the prohibition of the exportation from the 
Colony of bank notes of all denominations and silver 
coin and other silver is .revoked.—By courtesy of 
Messrs. Jonas Browne & Son, the Circular is able to 
publish the following figures showing the exports from 
Grenada and the Grenadines for the last five years :—

Crops Cocoa Spice Cotton Cotton-Seed
Oct. 1. to Sept. 30. bags p’kgs- bal es bags

1921-1922 41,415 13,078 867 4,143
I92O-I92I 52,434 H,75O 1,191 3,599
I919-I92O 63,100 I2,26l I,26o 6,011
I918-I919 62,377 17,979
I917-I918 68,240 16,388

I,o88 4,863
1,730 3,953

Of the above, the shipments were as follows :—
To North America. To Barbados.

1921-1922 8,730 10,038 49 4,143
1920-1921 7,993 7,653
1919-1920 10,788 6,311

164 3,599
— 4,079

1918-1919 11,658 6,691 — 4,863
1917-1918 43,801 6,828 — 3.Q38

and the remainder to Europe.
The exports in 1921-22 also included 22 packages of

kola, 22 bags of copra, and 356 casks of lime juice.

Insurance of Jamaica Bananas.

There has hitherto been no insurance of bananas 
against damage by hurricanes, companies presumably 
being unwilling to take the risk. Now, however, it is 
announced that a well-known insurance company is 
willing to insure banana-growing properties at the rate 
of ten shillings per acre for a period of not less than 
ten years, the further suggestion being made that 
those who refuse to insure should be unable to borrow 
money from the Government in the event of a hurri­
cane devastating their plantations.—Mr. J. B. Stivien 
presided on October 25th over the annual meeting of 
the Jamaica Tourist Association, the other member* 
present being Mr. R. W. Bryant, M.B.E., Mr. Henrv 
Evelyn, Mr. J. Hunt, Mr. Harold Bolton, Mr. R. V. 
Myers, Mr. J. Kearns, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Clarke Miss 
Farquharson and Mr. Innes Pocock (Hon. Secretary). 
Mr Bryant was elected President of the Association, 
and Mr. E. A. H. Haggart Vice-President. The new 
president said that the Association was known 
throughout the world, and that the advertising that 
had been done by them was now bearing fruit_ \fter 
a temporary cessation of the fire epidemic of a few
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mouths ago, a destructive fire again occurred-on 
October 30th, the scene being Spanish Town. A num­
ber of business premises were completely or partially 
gutted by the fire, which appears to have started in 
the provision shop of N. G. Thompson, a Chinaman. 
Other premises involved included the provision shop 
of Messrs. W. N. Meeks & Co., Mr. Bennett’s bakery 
buildings, Mr. Grey’s drug store, and Mr. J. B. Athias’ 
brewery, the total damage, according to the Gleaner, 
being in the neighbourhood of ^10,000. There was 
considerable looting.—The Council of the Jamaica 
Imperial Association met on October 18th, when, the 
question of the French market for honey and other 
Jamaica products having been considered, the follow­
ing resolution was passed : “ That in the opinion of 
the Association it is not in the interest of Jamaica that 
the Convention which provides for British goods enter­
ing France on a preferential basis includes such goods 
as pepper, amomums, cardamons, cinnamon, cassia- 
lingea, nutmegs, etc., owing to the fact that these 
goods are not produced in Jamaica, and, if produced, 
not to any appreciable extent, whereas honey, orange 
<>il, annatto, kola-nuts and ginger are not included : 
That it is desirable, on behalf of Jamaica, that negotia­
tions should be entered into with the French authorities 
with a view to having the Convention amended by in­
cluding honey, orange oil, annatto, kola-nuts and 
ginger : That a copy of this resolution be sent to The 
West India Committee and the local Government, ask­

On October

ing them to take up the matter with the proper 
authorities.”—The death is recorded of Mr. C. M. 
Farquharson, of Black River, the head of a film of ex- 
|>o iters of logwood and shipping agents. On Octobei 
27th the flags of vessels in Kingston and of the ship­
ping offices were flown at half-mast as a token of 
respect —In view of the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease Commissioners under the Contagious Diseases 
Animal’ Law of 1909 have been appointed for the 
parishes of St. Andrew, St. Thomas, Portland, St. 
Catherine, St. Mary, St. Ann, Manchester Clarendon 
and Trelawnv, the nominees being Mr. G S. Seymour, 
Mr. W. Dougal, Mr. S. S. Stedman, Mr. A. L. Keeling, 
Mr. A. C. Westmoreland, Mr. Peter Blagrove, Mr. 
E. W. Muirhead, Capt. A. S. Phillips and Mr. A. S. 
Gnav respectively. Mr. P. Connacher, the veterinary 
expert selecteel by the Secretary of State to visit 
Jamaica in connection with the outbreak, arrived o 
October 17th. Every precaution has been taken t 
prevent the spread of the disease, and a squad ot 
1 - s sent from Kingston, to Montego Bay lor

rvice within the infected area.—Theconstable:

issue three loans, the total amount of which is under, 

J. O. Kelly-Lawson, who defeated Rev. J. T. Dillor 5 

the \\ indward Road.

Mr. Pitcairn’s death in st' m Pitcairn,
The death is announced o Mr on October

which took place at his horn Glasgow, came
16th. Mr. Pitcairn, who was tom in uiasgo , 
to the West Indies about 55 years ag

H.M.Si “Hood” Visit« *ir
H.M.S. Hood, the flagship <* anchored off 

Walter H. Cowan, Bt., K.C.Ö.,

Castries on October 17th. The Administrator having 
made his official call, which was returned, a reception 
was given at Government House in the afternoon. 
Next day, the ship was open to visitors, a dinner and 
dance taking place at Government House in the even­
ing. H.M.S. Hood was joined by H.M.S. Repulse on 
October 20th, both ships leaving St. Lucia together 
that evening.

Trinidad’s Coastal Service.
The Government has announced its intention of 

withdrawing the Southern Steamer Service from the 
end of the year, the decision being due, according to 
the Trinidad Guardian, to the fact that the service is 
being run at a loss of approximately ^10,000 per 
annum. Until recently it has been carried out by s.s. 
Naparima and s.s. St. Patrick. It is probable that the 
former will continue to perform the Island’s service, 
which she is at present undertaking in place of s.s. 
Paria, which has been stranded.—On October 15th the 
first aircraft engaged in an overseas journey alighted 
at Port of Spain. This was the Sampaio Correia II., 
which had then covered about 2,600 miles out of the 
7,500 miles of its projected expedition from New York 
to Rio de Janeiro. The seaplane brought to Trinidad 
the following letter from the Bahamas : “22nd August, 
1922. Greetings to the Trinidad Guardian from the 
Nassau Guardian by the first Aerial Post between the 
Northern and Southern West Indies.—Mary Moseley.”

The Government is considering the question of re­
leasing lands now held by Oil Companies under pros­
pecting licences, believing that in many cases suffi­
cient time has been given to determine whether or no 
the areas are oil-bearing.—The Governor has appointed 
the Hons. A. Fraser, A. H. Cipriani and Mr. G. H. 
Huggins a Committee to inquire and report on Mr. 
Wood’s proposal for legislative reform. The Working 
Men’s Association of the Island sought to have Capt. 
A. A. Cipriani included as a representative of Laboui 
but His Excellency declined the request on the ground 
that he is satisfied that the gentlemen named will be 
able to represent the opinions of all classes of the com­
munity.—A new Temple for the Royal Prince of 
Wales'Lodge, No. 867, was dedicated on October nth. 
The building is a handsome two-storeyed structure in 
the modified Tuscan style of architecture 111 Alexandra 
stre€t.—Mr. J. S. Dash, Professor of Agriculture and 
Agronomist on the Professorial Staff of the West 
Indian Agricultural College, arrived m the Colony on 
October 13th. It will be recalled that 1 rofessoi Dash 
was for some years assistant to Mr. J. R. Boyell, Super­
intendent of Agriculture in Barbados, and more re­
cently Directo? of the Agricultural Department,

and more re-

The names of the following students appear jn the 
Trinidad Guardian as having passed the Entrance 
Examination of the Agricultural College, and haying 

nominated by the Governor to the scholarships 
by the Trinidad Government entitling them to 

free tuition Mr. B. G. Montsenn, Mr. V I MuBoon, 
Mr T S Clerk, Mr. S. C. Littlepage, and Mr. H. K.

4 writing desk, in Louis XVI design 
and made of Trinidad mahogany throughout, ha.

SfiS Kl, Wl« W Td"“1 

Leaseholds, Ltd.
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PERSONAL NOTES.

Mr. R. Sharpe, Treasurer of Dominica, has been 
promoted to be Deputy-Comptroller of Customs, 
Gold Coast.

* * *
Mr. C. H. Conn, M.M., the Sub-Inspector of 

Police, St. Vincent, has been appointed Superin­
tendent of Prisons, Gold Coast.

* *
Mr. E. F. S. Shepherd, son of Mr. F. R. 

Shepherd, Agricultural Superintendent of St. 
Kitts, who graduated in the spring at Macdonald 
College, McGill University, is passing through 
London on his way to Mauritius, where he is to 
take up the position of Botanist and Mycologist to 
the Department of Agriculture.

* * #
Mr. J. Howard Moore, J.P., whose death the 

Circular regrets to report, took place at Bromley 
on November 5th, was for many years Chairman of 
British & Benington’s, Ltd., of Southwark, whole­
sale dealers in food products, and members of The 
West India Committee. Mr. Moore was a keen 
sportsman, and in his early days a splendid 
cricketer.

* * *
Mr. R. Parkinson Goffe’s venture in establish­

ing a direct West Indian fruit supply for Nova 
Scotia seems to be meeting with success. He 
states that a shipment of bananas, grape-fruit 
oranges, and coco-nuts which arrived at Halifax 
on November 3rd, per Messrs. Pickford and Black’s 
Line, met with a very ready sale. The price of 
bananas at that port has lately fallen from 60 cents 
to 25 cents a dozen.

* * #
™ Messum, the hon. secretary of 

be West Indian Club, gave an interesting address 
CecilhonmNmbeV thv R°tary Club at the Hotel 

November 8th on the Argentine Republic 
and the great possibility of trade between that 
country and England. The address was listened 
no 7*h great ?PPre?a^^ by the audience, and 
no doubt good results will ensue from Captain 
Messum s persuasive eloquence. P 

*
it ^ORIt Burnham, Chairman of the Empire Press 
Union, has now definitely accepted the invitation ex- 
tended to him by Mr. Herbert G. de Lisser, C M G 
vhit^am^ the famaica imperial Association, to 
Ind clptatn H R T°mpanlcd by Lady Burnham 
ana captain H E. Turner, Secretary of the Union 
he will reach Kingston via New York in the RM s’ 
Orca m February. R is hoped that it may £ 
possible to arrange for a Press Conference to be 
held during Lord Burnham’s stay in the island.

#

K C MG C°D^ SV°HN ROBEET Chancellor 
U.b.O., Governor of Trini/u/i „ J 

Tobago from 1016 to 1921, figures in the Dissllu 

tion Honours List, following the resignation of Mr. 
Lloyd George. Sir John, who now receives the 
Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michael and St. 
George, is Principal Assistant Secretary to the Com­
mittee of Imperial Defence and Secretary to the 
Overseas Defence Committee, positions which were 
previously held by Sir Samuel Wilson, the present 
Governor of Trinidad.

His Honour Sydney Charles King Farlow 
Nettleton has been appointed Chief Justice of 
the Bahamas, in succession to Sir Daniel Tudor. 
The new Chief Justice, who was called to the Bar 
by the Middle Temple in 1889, was appointed a 
Puisne Judge in Uganda in 1912. Since 1915 he 
has been a Puisne Judge of the Gold Coast. 
Besides being the author of various legal works, 
Mr. Nettleton has twice stood for Parliament, un- 
cessfully contesting Sheffield in 1909, and South 
Hackney a year later, in the Liberal Unionist in­
terest.

* * #
Dr. G. H. Masson has been the recipient of a 

cheque for £100 from the Managing Directors of 
the P. & O. Steam Navigation Co., as “ a mark 
of appreciation of the self-sacrificing and skilful 
manner ” in which he attended the influenza 
patients on the Caledonia, in October, as recorded 
in last Circular. He has also been presented with a 
silver cigar box by the captain and ship’s company. 
At the time of the epidemic Dr. Masson was com­
ing to this country from India, whither he had 
accompanied a number of returning East Indians 
as medical officer in s.s. Hughli.

* * *
Canon T. H Bindley, D.D., late Principal of 

Codrington College, who, to the delight of his 
friends m the metropolis, has been paying a short 
visfi to Rondon, is responsible for the following 
rhyme, which formed itself in his head while he 
Aarip^tSin? n n the m°tto Of the West Indian 
BeilisC°Iege’ namely» “Via colendi haud

Practice and Science coincide
Planters’ equipment to provide;
*or best productions of the soil 
Are only gained by hardest toil.”

*
Captain Reginald Berkft fv tKo ,

«ÈÎw ?,r°duce? “French Leave” and

promising vouna u, 1S sad that thisself to be IX™der d annOun^d
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “ Agronomist.”

The Department of Agriculture at Kuala Lumpur, 
in the Federated Malay States, is experimenting 
as to the agricultural value of a local mineral phos­
phate which appears to consist mostly of an 
hydrated phosphate of aluminium.

* * *
A hen, says Nicko’s, is born with a certain num­

ber of germs or rudimentary eggs, and when she 
has laid the lot she is through with egg-laying. She 
may be bom with a capacity to lay 500 or 1,000 
eggs, but whatever the number be, she can lay no 
more.

* * *
The sugar-cane is indigenous to Hawaii, but it 

was not until 1817 that it was utilised as an indus­
try. It is stated in the Planters’ Monthly of 1882 
that molasses (syrup ?) was made in that year, fol­
lowed by sugar in 1819; also that coffee plants 
were introduced by Lord Byron in 1825.

* * *

In the Journal of the South African Department 
of Agriculture, 3 (1921) an account is given of ex­
periments in the direction of the manufacture of 
Gouda, or sweet milk cheese, from pasteurised 
milk. The pasteurisation was conducted at 145 
deg. Fahr, for ten minutes. The milk was then 
cooled to 86 deg., after which it was converted into 
cheese by the usual process. The cheese thus 
made was superior to that from unpasteurised milk.

* * *
Professor Alan Murray, of Reading College, who 

contributed an article to Science Abstracts some 
time back, in which new views as regards food were 
advanced, says : “Sawdust contains about 15 per 
cent, of digestible organic matter, equal to about 
0.5 kilo-pound units of metabolisable energy per 
pound; but, as ingestion of this material increases 
metabolism by twice that amount, the nutrition 
effect is negative. In other words, sawdust does 
not retard, but actually accelerates the process of 
starvation.”

* * *
In the recent egg-laying test at Philadelphia, 

Lady Egg-a-day, a Buff Orpington, became the 
world’s champion, having performed the herculean 
task of laying, during the 365 days of the test, 
which was carried out at Georgetown, e a , 
no less than 343 eggs—four more than the recor 
of any country. Her Ladyship was raised m Lan­
cashire and sent to the United States to.take jar 
in the competition, and her achievement certainly 
reflects credit on the Mother Country as regar
poultry raising. 

# *
An account of the life history ““d habits of the 

Mexican bean beetle (Epilachnacorrup ¿1921) 
pears in the Colorado Station Bulletin 27L (19 ). 
As regards its control, the least amount of mjury 
to the beans, which are very susceptible to mJ 
from arsenical sprays, “^"^^ended should 
arsenite of zinc, which it is recumnw 

be applied at the rate of 1 lb. of the powder to 40 
or 50 gallons of water. One, two, or three applica­
tions may be necessary, which should be made to 
the under-surface of the leaves.

* * *
An extraordinarily severe banana disease has 

prevailed in Celebes, in the Dutch West Indies, for 
several years, to which the term “blood disease” 
has been given. It is characterised by a sudden 
yellowing of the whole leaf crown, with discolora­
tion of the fruit. The changes in the fruit are 
specific, including a yellowing or browning of the 
central vascular bundles, extending even as far as 
the rind. Transmission occurs from mother plants 
to younger plants, or by way of the air, but the 
carrying agent has not been identified. The dis­
eased cells contain numbers of bacteria similar to 
those found in old rotted rhizomes and in the soil.

* *
According to the Fertiliser and Feeding-Stuffs 

Journal, a promising fertiliser industry exists in 
South Africa in connection with the whale industry. 
After the blubber has been separated by steam 
heating in iron drums, the “meat” is placed in the 
sun to dry, the drying process being finished in a 
revolving drum heated by coke, and through which 
air is driven. The dried meat is then ground and 
packed in bags. The bones are also somewhat 
similarly treated. The industry is stated to be an 
exceedingly profitable one. One company is con­
verting the whole of the dried carcases into a single 
product, a rich guano containing over 10 per cent, 
ammonia and 17 to 23 per cent, of phosphates.

* * *
The Sugar News of the Philippines for September 

contains an article on alcohol as a motor fuel in 
which it is stated that the cost of the raw material 
for producing, in those islands, one litre of alcohol 
of 180 deg. proof is, with cane molasses at 0.24 
peso per gallon, 0.118 peso; with cassava at 11.00 
pesos per 1,000 kilogrammes, 0.068 peso; with 
sweet potatoes at 17.50 pesos per 1,000 kilo­
grammes, 0.112 peso; with maize at 57,00 pesos 
per 1,000 kilogrammes, 0.132 peso; with nipa sap 
at 0 00778 peso per litre, 0.054 peso, and with 
coconut palm sap at 0.010 peso litre, 0.138 
peso In 1911 one of the distilleries of the Philip­
pines produced alcohol from nipa juice at an actual 
cost of 0.100 peso per litre. The peso is worth 

about 2/-. v
‘ *

The Board of Agriculture has issued a most 
useful pamphlet on the subject of “Beneficial 
Insects”—that is to say, insects which destroy 
insect pests—which enumerates many. Among these 
is the ladybird grub, which does good service m 
keeping down the greenfly, the terror of home gar­
deners. The grub feeds on these almost con­
tinuously, and will consume 30 to 40 aphides at a 
sitting without turning a hair. As regards the pes 
destroyers, however, the pamphlet sounds a note 
of warning. “Beneficial insects,” it says, seldom, 
if ever, exterminate a pest, or extermination of 
themselves would be likely to follow. The mos 
Íhev can do is to check the pests, and when them 
nower fails in this respect, the cultivator must him 
self resort to artificial measures of pest destruction.



548 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. November 23, 1922.

SOME COMPANY NOTES. THE SERVICE BUREAU.

Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields, Ltda

A maiden dividend of 10 per cent. (2/- per share), less 
income tax at 5/6 in the £, has been declared for the 
financial year ended September 30th, 1922.

The Ouban Sugar Outlook.

Presiding at the annual meeting of the United Railways 
of Havana, on November 10th, Mr. J. Cater Scott, dealing 
with the prospects of 1922-23, said that Cuba was looking 
up; she was recovering from the difficulties of 1920, when 
she was very hard hit, and time must be given to her to 
restore normal conditions. A year ago, when he was 
addressing the shareholders, the outlook was by no means 
encouraging; a very large surplus of sugar had been car­
ried over from the 1920 to the 1921 crop—the estimate was 
one and a half million tons—and that exercised a depress­
ing influence over the island. People did not know how 
it would be realised, and it made the financing of the new 
crop very difficult. Now, within two months of opening the 
crop of 1922-23, that surplus had practically disappeared. 
There was no doubt that the needs of the world for sugar 
were under-estimated. People thought there was an over- 
supply of sugar, but that had turned out to be wrong, and 
as people got more confidence and bought sugar that surplus 
disappeared, so that to-day they were starting on an even 
keel. It was estimated that to-day the largest amount 
carried over from the old to the new crop would be some 
200,000 tons, much of which had been sold. (Hear, hear.) 
Altogether, the position was much healthier and brighter, 
and they could look forward to the future with more satis­
faction. The prospects for the new sugar crop were good. 
They had received a telegram stating that the prospects of 
the coming crop were distinctly favourable.

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.

The South African Sugar Annual for 1920-21. Uba 
Printing Co., P.O. Box 925, Durban. 260 demy 
quarto pages. 4/3 post free.

This excellent annual contains a mass of interest-- 
information about sugar in general and that of 

ata!, in^particular. An especially valuable feature
°r 1Sxt ? eYid®nce given of the progressive nature 
ot the Natal industry, as shown in the full descrip­
tions of the Mount Edgecombe factory and the Hulett 

fonn€r being thoroughly equipped with 
the latest improvements in methods of extraction of 

iÎe and the subsequent conversion 
th en* sugar. Apart from these

U With the first' history of
»ugar m Natal, and others of great value in cornier 
tion the cultivation of the ?ane and the economic 
hut K P™?"«*1?1- Indeed, the annual cannot
but be of interest to those connected with sugar pro­
duction in all parts of the world. The book is weîî 

^P“? “ bound in boards, 
worth S°^ 3 remarkably ^w Price considering its

According to Commerce Reports, a new motor 
spirit has been patented in South Africa under the 
name of “ Springbok.” It is made from the juice 
of the prickly pear mixed with other chemicals 
With a six-cylinder car a mileage of 22.4 to the 
gallon is said to have been obtained.

A Poser from Trinidad.

The Service Bureau of The West India Commit­
tee takes a pride in answering all questions relating 
to the West Indies that are referred to it, and not 
a day passes without several conundrums being 
asked. One of these, however, they have been 
unable to answer, and that is relating to the where­
abouts of the Minutes of the Illustrious Board of 
the Cabildo, which Dr. Prada, the Chairman of the 
Public Library of Port of Spain, is anxious to 
ascertain.

Notes and Queries kindly published an enquiry 
in the terms set out below from the Secretary of 
The West India Committee, who also wrote to the 
Colonial Office and the British Museum, without 
obtaining a satisfactory reply. Possibly some 
reader of The West India Committee Circular 
may be able to help in the search for the Minutes 
of the Cabildo. The enquiry in Notes and Queries 
was as follows :—

In 1815, Sir Ralph Woodford, the Governor of Trini- 
dad, ordered that the old Minutes of the Illustrious 
Cabildo of the island should be translated, and the task 
of doing this was entrusted to an Irishman, Don Diego 
Meany, who had been in Trinidad before its conquest.

It is recorded that he was paid a fee of $1,200, and 
that the work was entitled “ A Translated Abstract in 
English of the Autos or Minutes of the Illustrious 
Board of the Cabildo from the year 1733 to the com­
mencement of the month of June, 1815,” but whether 
the work was printed as ordered, I have been unable 
to find out. Local historians, such as Joseph, Borde 
and Fraser, quote from the work, and it is leasonable 
to . assume that several copies must have been in 
existence.

Fraser has stated that a copy was presented to the 
borough council of Port of Spain by Mr. H. Stone 
in vp6 eighties, but Dr. E. Prada, chairman of the 
Public Library of Port of Spain, has been unable to 
trace it.

Can any reader help me to find a copy of the book, 
which would be of great historical value?

Of more serious import have been questions re­
garding the resources of St. Lucia and Dominica, 
and the openings afforded by those islands for the 
investment of capital, and the prospects of estab­
lishing a fruit trade in Trinidad and Tobago, which 
were satisfactorily answered. Similarly enquiries 
relating to such diverse subjects as the electric vol­
tages used in the West Indies, the insurance of 
bananas in Jamaica, facilities for exhibiting cinema 
films, the choice of hotels in the West Indies, and 
the need for visas for passports have been dealt 
with , but the most comprehensive enquiry answered 
related to statistics of the total trade between the 

est Indies and the United States of America, de­
tails of which were asked for and given.

It is hoped that readers of the Circular will 
to* W1^ely known that the Service Bureau of 

Ihe West India Committee is at the disposal of all 
tnose who may wish for information regarding the 
West Indian Colonies, or matters concerning them.
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Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.
bailings ti Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in s.s. Patia, 

November Uth :—
Miss N. B. Fowke 
Mrs. J. C. Gartshore 
Dr. C. S. Gideon 
MissE. M. Kelsall

Mr. C. E. Mellish 
Mrs. G. Piccio to 
Rev. Archdeacon W.

Simms

The Misses Simms (2) 
Mr. F. Stephens

STEAMER SAILINGS.
2 he folioicing dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.
Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Ingoma 

November 17th :— ’
Mr. J. C- Augus us 
Miss M. F. Bartlett 
Mr. Bonson 
Rev. F. G- Briggs 
Mrs- Bynoe 
Rev. & Mrs. Caw ley 
Miss Churchill 
Mr- & Mrs. Collier 
Col- & Mrs. Collens 
Mrs. Cox 
Mr. Chrichton 
Mr. de Freitas 
Mr. K. Earle 
Mrs. Edie 
Mr. Edmonson 
Miss Ebsdon 
Mr. & M s. Emlyn

Mr- & Mrs- W. Gordon- 
Gordon

Mr. Burt Gow-
Mr. Gray
Mr. C. Gurney
Mrs. & Miss Hughes- 

Chamberlain
Mrs. Luckhoo
Mr. Fred Maj-
Mr. & Mrs. J B.Martin
Rev. John McGowan
Mr. D. AIcGillioray
Mrs. D. Paige
Mrs. AI. A. Palmer
Mrs. Patterson
Dr. & Mrs. Pilgrim
Mrs. Pilkington

Airs. Proctor
Air. C. Prodgers
Mr. & Airs. Reid
Air. & Airs. Rodriquez
Mr. J. Sharp
Dr. Skeete
Air. & Airs. Smith
Mrs. Stalley & family
Aliss Stephenson
Airs. Stent
Mrs. Stollmeyer
Aliss Veecock
Mr. Viera
Rev. G. Weld
Rev. & Mrs. Colin

Williams

Royal Netherlands West Indian Masi.
Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Oranje 

Nassau. November 11th: —

To From Packet Sailing
Jamaica . Liverpool ... Oranian ... Nov. 25
Jamaica . Bristol ... Ch anguinaia ... „ 28
West Indies . Dover ... Venezuela ... Dec. 2
B’dos, G’ada, 
T'dad & D’ara.. . Liverpool ... Candidate 2
B’dos, T’dad & 

Demerara . Glasgow ... Settler 2
B’dos & T’dad .. . Bristol ... Payano 2
West Indies . London ... Speaker ”, 8
B’da, B’has, & 

Jamaica . Liverpool ... Novian ... „ 9
West Indies . Plymouth ... Macoris ... „ 11
Jamaica . Bristol ... Patuca ... „ 12
B’dos & T’dad .. . Liverpool ... Asian ... „ 16
Jamaica . Bristol ... Coronado ... „ 16
West Indies . Dover ... Stuyoesant ... „ 16

Miss E- Ballantine 
Mr. C H. Berridge 
Mr. & Mrs. J.

Bianckenhagen 
Miss O. Bianckenhagen 
Mr. R. B. Cameron 
Mr. R. W. Corelield 
Mr. & Mrs. Edginton 
Mr. X: Mrs. M. Ghany 
Miss C. Goodwin

Home arrivals
Plymouth, November 5tji :—

Mr. K. Gordon
Mr. J. Klagsbrunn
Mrs. AI. Longstaffe & 

child
Air- & Airs. L. Alanning 
Mr- & Mrs-J-McLelland 
The Alisses AIcLelland

(4) 
Air. & Airs- G. Pow 
Airs. J. C- Robertson

Airs- E. Ross 
Air. S- J. Saword 
Air- E. D. Schneider 
Air. L. Skinner 
Air- R. E. Toase 
Mr- R. Tottenham 
Air. J. Veitch 
Air. W. H. Vernon 
Air. U. D. Watts 
Miss H. Wilson

Mrs.& Miss Ball 
Mr- J- W. A. Boucand 
Mr- & Mrs- T. P. E.

Butt & family
Airs. F. Colvin
Mr. A. R- Crawford
Mr.G.GordonCummings

from West Indies,

Mr. A. Davidson
Mr L. Fabien 
Mr. C. H. Fletcher 
Air. & Airs- J- Grundy 

& family
Mr. R. F- Hofner 
Air- J- S. Alatthews

in s.s. Venezuela,

Mr. F. McArdle 
Air. F. AIcCorry 
Aliss D. Aletivier 
Mr. A. H. Morris 
Mr. E. Shephard 
Air- R. Travieso 
Airs. AI. Watson

Demerara &
Trinidad Amsterdam ... Commewijne Dec. 14

West Indies Halifax ... Chignecto „ 22
Bermuda New York ... Fort St. George ... „ 23
Jamaica New York ... Tivives „ 27
B'da, B’has, Ja’ca

& B. H das ... Halifax .. Canadian Forester „ 28
West Indies ... New York ... Guiana „ 29
J aca & B. H’as New York ... Zacapa „ 30
Bermuda New York ... Fort St. George ... 30
Barbados New York ... Vauban „ 30
G’ada, T’dad &

Demerara New York .. Maraeal Jan. 2
Bermuda New York ... Fort Victoria », 2
West Indies Halifax ... Caraquet ,, 5
Bermuda New York ... Fort St. George ... 6

EXPORTS FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
The figures published below, showing the exports of produce from the British West Indies to various dates, 

have been kindly supplied to The West India Committee by the respective Governments.

J Anti­
gua. 
To 

Aug. 3

1 Bar­
bados.

L To
Sept. 3(

British 
Guiana 

To
Sept. 30

British 
Hondu­
ras. To 
Sept. 30

Domi­
nica 
To 

Sept 3(

Grenada 
To

Sept. 30

Jamaica.
To 

Oct. 14

M ont- 
serrat

To
i Sept. 30

St. 
Lucia.

To 
Sept. 30

I St. Kitts 
i Nevis.

To
' Sept. 30

! St.
1 Vincent 

To 
Sept 30

! Trinidad
1 To
¡ Sept. 30

I ■ ■■ 3,213,14 1
Arrowroot ................ lbs. 108.651
Asphalt ... tons 3.593
Balata ... ................
Bananas ................

lbs.
.. bchs.

315,702
312,662 2,68£ 10,335,360 3.687 38

Bauxite .............. ... tons. , 28 271
Bitters .............................
Cacao ................

... galls, 
lbs. 567.84C 6.872.880 7,299,936 482 1.250,611 116 860

83.517
41.674.531

Cassava Starch 
Coco-nuts

lbs.
No. 1 271.373 2.887,910 154,498 550 23,182,711

4.444.496
1.414.731

69.668
114

321,735 489 13.744.736
329

Coffee .............................
Copra
Cotton. M. Galante

lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs.

743,395
162,418 122.957

51
7,997

254.464
302,524

71.943

258 232,877

250,000
44,770

287,932

6,518.043

10
Cotton. Sea Island ... lbs. 11.250 175.807

631.568 288,960 255,360 150
Cotton Seed ................ lbs. 1.700

106,334Diamonds ... carats 22,160 650Dye woods ................ tons 800 1,474,032
Ginger ................
Gold .............................

lbs.
ozs. 7,353

100
338.567

591Ground Nuts lbs. 986 970.228 15,932 12
Honey
Lime Juice (raw)

lbs. 
... galls. 1.040 181,692

113 527
9,655
4 715

18.083
460

3,342
15,846

12

(conctd.) ... ••• •• 76.089 262 32 429
.. O'l.............................

Lime (citrate M) lbs. 7,243 494,480
21.407

5,040
4,927

Limes, (green) ...
Logwood ...
Lumber ...

... brls.
... tons 

feet 104,822
1,075

17,919
4.995.994

J00

1,175

4 25 J 
11,560 ' 
4,512

9,501

Mahogany .................
Manjak.............................
Molasses.............................

... tons 

.. galls
87,94.) 70

6715.024 47,594
147,175 265.863 4,666.717

2.087
684 i

141,C02 1
255,846 1

434,390 Í 109.572
1.630

113 601 
144,327

Oranges............................. ... No. 3,420 1 3,024 38.761.825
Essential Oils................ .. lbs. 1
Petroleum ... galls. 8,432,368 1
Pimento...............
Rice ...............

... lbs.
lbs. 15,783,494

361 
18,000
3,791 i
3.192 1

4,102
22,942

Rubber .............................
Rum ................
Shingles ...
Sugar ... ...............
Timber

... lbs.

... galls. 1 
No. :

tons i
..cnb.ft i

7.703
4.751

31.933

371,986
1.291,350

59,591
96.405

3,615
52,650

50.726

707,562 :

45,612 , . 6 6,728 i 611 48,713
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minories 2200-2201.

Telegram*—
" Carib. London "

14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 
Nov. 21st, 192?.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 12th.

EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Nov, 7th Nov. 21st 
£ s. d. ¿ s. d.

In U.S.A. ... 18 4 18 6
France 2 13 0 2 8 6
Belgium 2 17 3 2 12 0

.. Italy ... 4 5 4 3 18 0

Nov. 7th Nov. 21st 
£ s. d- £ s. d. 

In Spain ... 13 2 13 1
.. Germany 1400 0 0 130'J 0 0 
., Austria Nominal Nominal
.. Holland 18 9 18 10

The intrinsic value of the gold sovereign is ¿£1 Is. 7d.

SUGAR. The anti-cyclone in the New York Market 
recorded in last Summary has continued during the fort­
night, yesterday's quotation for Cubans landed, duty paid, 
being 5.53c., equivalent to 3.75c. c.i.f., or about 3.60c. f.o.-b.

Terminal market values were December 3.84c., January 
3.51c., March 3.36c., May 3.51c.

The Home Market on I he fortnight has been slow. 
Yesterday's values were:—London Granulated, 50/6 spot; 
American Granulated, 49/9 spot; West Indian Crystallised, 
42 - to 45 - spot; White Mauritius, 47/- to 47/6 spot: White 
Java, 47 9 to 48/3. Cuban 96 deg. for January shipment 
was quoted at 17/3. Terminal market values were: — 
White, December, 21 5; January, 21/6; February, 21/6^.

The Board of Trade Returns for October show that the 
total imports for the month amounted to 167,916 tons, con­
sisting of 32,921 tons of refined and 134,995 tons of un­
refined. 12,904 tons of the refined came from Holland, and 
5,225 tons7 from the United States. Of the unrefined, 
68,292 tons came from Java, only 7,927 tons from Cuba, 
9,079 tons from Peru, 7,380 tons from Brazil, 26,450 tons 
from Mauritius, and 2,020 tons from the British West. 
Indies. The total imports for the year to October 31st 
have been 1,635,095 tons, consisting of 433,954 tons of re­
fined. including 32,299 tons from Holland, 25,655 tons from 
( zecao-Slovakia, and 265,105 tons from the United States, 
and 1,201,141 tons of unrefined. Of the latter, 125,311 tons 
<-ame from Java, 626,600 tons from Cuba, 70,875 tons from 
Peru. 77,875 tons from Brazil, 132,908 tons from Mauritius, 
and 94,113 tons from the British West Indies.

1 he amount liberated from bond for consumption during 
October was 148,683 tons, bringing the ten months’ com 
sumption up to 1,356,159 tons, as against 1,156,401 tons for 
the corresponding ¡period of last year. To the month's 
consumption the refiners contributed 91,100 tons, making 
805,610 tons from this source for the ten months.

The stocks on hand on October 31st were 281.700 tons, 
consisting of 29,850 tons of foreign refined, 42,150 tons of 
home refined, and 212,700 tons of unrefined. These figures 
compare with 278,100 tons on hand on September 30th, 
consisting of 30,000 tons of foreign refined, 51,500 tons of 
home refined, and 190,750 tons of unrefined. The exports 
for the month were 936 tons of home refined and 1,308 tons 
of re-exports.

RUM, There has been a small spot enquiry, but no 
further business in rum to arrive is reported.

The quantity of rum imported during the month was 
32,000 proof gallons, as against 119,359 gallons for October 
1921. This brings the total imports for the ten months to 
1,455,150 gallons, as against 3,832,457 gallons for the cor­
responding period of last year. The amount re-exported 
for the month was 23,395 gallons, as against 187,146 gallons 
in October, 1921. The total re-exports for the ten months 
have been 355,993 gallons, as against 310,847 for the same 
months of last year.

The quantity taken out of bond for consumption durin- 
the month was 152,917 gallons, as against 171,173 gallons in 
October last year. The total consumption for the ten 

months has been 1,128,314 gallons, as against 1,131.317 
gallons for the same period last year. The stocks on hand 
on October 31st amounted to 10,669,006 gallons, as against 
10,934,000 gallons on September 30th.

CACAO generally is a quiet market. A small business 
in Trinidad on the spot has been done at 63 - to 69/- for 
fair to fine estates. To arrive is quoted at about 50 - to 
52 -, c. & f. Small sales of fine Grenada have been made 
on the spot at 53 -. Export business remains very quiet.

The October imports were 24,142 cwts., as against 37,211 
cwts. for October last year. The ten months' imports have 
been 1,060,568 cwts., practically the same as those of the 
first ten months of last year, which were 1,008,635 cwts. 
Imports from the British West India Islands for the month 
were 4,054 cwts.. making 123,064 cwts. for ten months, ax 
against 149,097 cwts. for the corresponding period of last 
year. The re-exports for the month amounted to 15,790 
cwts., as against 93,211 cwts. for October last year, bringing 
the ten months’ re-exports to 313,709 cwts., comparing with 
156,179 cwts. for January-October. 1921.

The quantity taken out of bond for consumption during 
the month was 104,883 cwts., as against 88,759 cwts. in 
October last year, and the total for the ten months has. 
been 841,785 cwts., as against 759,848 cwts. Stocks on hand 
on October 31st were 589,000 cwts., as against 689,000 cwts. 
0,11 September 30th.

ARROWROOT remains slow at 54d. to 6d. for fine 
to good manufacturing, and 6d. to 7d. for grocery.

BALATA. West Indian sheet is steady at improve;! 
rates. Spot is valued at 3/4, landed London; and for for­
ward positions 3 2 c.i.f. is asked.

COFFEE. There is a fair demand for good home-trade 
qualities, but export kinds are slow. No Jamaica has been 
offered during the fortnight, and the quotation for good 
to fine ordinary is unchanged at 70 - to 75 -.

COPRA is steadily firm, with West Indian f.m.s. valued 
at £25 15s., less 2| per cent, discount, c.i.f. London.

COTTON, West Indian Sea Island has been in better 
request without quotable change in values. Medium 22d.. 
fine 2971., and extra fine 35d.

HONEY. There are now only moderate quantities on 
the spot, and the market shows a healthier tone. Good 
dark liquid Jamaica is worth about 32 6 to 35 -. and dull, 
yellow to fine white set 40 - to 60 - per cwt.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. Distilled is dearer 
with sales at 2 1 for good, and supplies are small. Hand- 
pressed is neglected. Lime Juice. Raw is quiet, with 
no business reported. Concentrated is firm, and sales are 
expected at improved rates.

LOGWOOD is dull, with only a small business passing. 
The nominal quotation is unchanged.

ORANGE OIL. Sales of Sweet have been made at 
7/- c.i f. Bitter remains unchanged.

RUBBER is quiet but steady, with spot crepe and 
sheet quoted at 1/Ofd.

SPICES. The market for Pimento is unchanged, with 
business doing freely at 17/6, c.i.f. Hamburg. Spot U 
quiet and valued at 2|d. The demand for Jamaica Ginger 
on the spot is still extremely limited,.and it is difficult to 
maintain recent quotations. West Indian Nutmegs are 
unchanged, and fully steady. Mace is also unchanged 
and steady on the fortnight.

„„ WEATHER TELEGRAMS
The following cablegrams have been received regardin- 

Si weather „ the West Indies ^Barbados (Messrs’. 
'' ■lk'«son & Gaviller), November 20th: " Fine rains gener- 
ally throughout the island; crop prospects ix„| ” 
Demerara (Messrs. Booker Bros., McConnell \
November 21st: “ Weather too heavy.”
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PELLAGRA IN BARBADOS.
< ttfxTION is being concentrated m
A

institutions of the island Almshouses—from
Asylum, the Lazaretto, and the Almshous
this cause havwg increase about the causa -
238 in 1922. Pellagra is a disease aoou great

1 f ^^t iTbeheved that the malady is
deal of doubt. It is nutrition but there is 
in some way connected medical
considerable difference P yhe general
scientists as to the excii i S • js at the
opinion is that some de ci y , made in the 
bottom of it. Observa ion results of which are 
Georgia State Sanatorium, States Public Health 
published in the United ates k

Report (1922, N°. 9\^Pfhe protein factor alone 
elusion bem^d^ development of pellagra in 
was concerned in tne oevc F 

at the

the cases under observation, not necessarily a low 
biological protein value, but perhaps the want of 
some special protein combination, or, within nar­
row limits, special combinations of amino-acids. 
Professors Alexandrint and Scala, who have 
had the disease under investigation in Italy, have, 
however, arrived at the conclusion that “soluble” 
—that is to say, colloidal—silica in a water supply 
is the cause of the disease, while Dr. Perdue, of 
Kansas City, holds the same view, and, indeed, 
goes further, giving his opinion that the Barbados 
Government water supply, of which a copy of the 
analysis was sent to him by Mr. Joshua Baeza, 
who takes a great interest in the question, was not 
only pellagragenic by reason of the silica it con­
tained, but also from the presence of other salts 
which would tend to produce an acid condition. 
Mr. Baeza not long ago brought to the notice of 
the Government medical authorities of Barbados 
the treatment recommended by Professors 
Alexandrini and Scala, viz., the injection or 
sodium tri-sulphite to neutralise the acidity pro­
duced by the silica, which had been found to give 
good results in Italy, and so far the Jesuits ob­
tained in the St. Michael’s Almshouses in Barbados 
appear to promise success. The reflection on the 
Government water supply has not passed unchal­
lenged, Professor d’ALBUQUERQUE drawing 
attention to the universality of silica, and 
how “we drink it, in minute quantity, m 
drinking water, breathe it in the dust o 
the air, and eat it in our plant and
animal food.” It is, he says, chemically one of the 
most inert and inactive of substances, and even 
when in solution passes through membranes slowly 
We presume that the Government water supply of 
Barbados is much the same in c°™P°bs^ 
has been, and if it is the source of the pellagra 
trouble the lay mind wonders how it is that 
pellagra is not more general in Barbados, and w y 
the mortality is increasing, as it appears to be 
while the water remains the same. No. douht 
matter will be thoroughly gone into by the Bar

Government Water Supply must be regarded 

sub judice.

CANE JUICE AND COLLOIDS.

A
COMMON source of trouble in cane smgar

coming
rSsUandfafls with theJ^

KX. S. » - - r-
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sible at this point, but fine particles pass on to the 
clarification stage, and cause more or less trouble 
in subsequent working, leading to “gumminess” 
and trouble with crystallisation. Mr. Maurice 
Bird, the well-known sugar technologist of British 
Guiana, has for some time held the view that these 
particles could be separated from the juice by 
“ creening ” after heating and before liming, and, 
according to private advices from the colony, he 
has, by putting into practice this theory, effected 
considerable improvement in the clarification of the 
juice for refining sugar purposes, and in the result­
ing sugars. In his process the juice is strained in 
the ordinary way at the mills. It is then heated to 
240 deg. Fahr, in a high-pressure heater, from 
which it is discharged into a receiving box, which 
disperses the explosive force of the emerging super­
heated juice. The juice is then, on its way to the 
liming and subsidiary tanks, strained through fine- 
mesh strainers, on which a considerable quantity of 
insoluble matter collects—it may be to the amount 
of one per cent, of the weight of the canes dealt 
with. After squeezing, this is returned to the 
mills, giving no trouble with their work. The heat­
ing of the juice evidently has some aggregating 
effect upon the fine cush-cush particles, and the 
removal of these before liming obviates the effect 
which lime possibly has upon them in the direction 
of producing colloidal bodies, which affect preju­
dicially the subsequent working of the juice. The 
question of the removal and the prevention of pro­
duction of colloid bodies already existing, or 
formed in the juice during manufacture, looms 
largely in the future of scientific work in connec­
tion with cane sugar manufacture. There is no 
doubt that the exigencies of modern sugar-cane 
growing, intensive cultivation, irrigation, and the 
introduction of new varieties which may or may 
not be on the same quality level as the older types, 
coupled with the use of shredders, crushers, and 
multiple mills, has done much to increase the un­
pleasant conditions of work resulting from the pre­
sence of colloid bodies in the juice. An economic 
process which would successfully deal with these 
would constitute a boon to cane sugar manufac­
turers, and supply the coping stone to the edifice 
of cane sugar manufacture. So much attention 
has been paid of late to colloid bodies by research 
workers, and so much learnt about them, that 
there is considerable ground for anticipation that 
something will be done in this direction in the near 
future. No doubt Mr. R. G. Farnell, of the

Sugar Research Association, who is now in 
the West Indies, will direct his attention to this 
subject, and put the special experience he has 
gained m the laboratory on this side to practical 
use in connection with cane sugar manufacture.

Mr. R. Hargrove, who proceeds to Antigua to­
morrow en route for Tortola to assume the position 
of Commissioner of the Virgin Islands in succession 
to Major Peebles, was formerly Resident of the 
Calabar Province of Nigeria. Latterly Mr Har 
grove nas been compiling an official record of the 
tribal customs and superstitions of the Southern 
Provinces of Nigeria from the reports of the dis 
tnct omcers.

CACAO FREIGHT RATES.
The West India Committee have addressed the 

letter appearing below to Messrs. Thos. and Jas. 
Harrison, who have replied to the effect that they 
are placing it before the Association of West India 
and Transatlantic Steam Ship Lines :—

Messrs. Thos. and Jas. Harrison,
Dock House, Billiter Street.

Dear Sirs,—On July 14th last I wrote to you 
informing you that my Committee would welcome 
a reduced rate of freight on cacao, shipped on direct 
port-to-port bills of lading.

They were given to understand that the extra 
expense incurred by the granting of optional bills 
of lading amounted to about 9s. per ton, irrespec­
tive of the post-terminal freights, this expense, 
representing the cost of warehousing and tranship­
ment charges at the terminal port, against which, 
of course, must be set off the extra freight of 3s. fid. 
paid for the privilege on an optional bill of lading.

In the circumstances they considered it not un­
reasonable to press for a reduction in the direct 
port-to-port rate. This not having been conceded, 
my Committee feel compelled once more to call 
your attention to the excessively high freight rates 
on cacao from the British West Indies, which they 
cannot but regard as seriously detrimental to trade. 
They can see no justification whatever for such 
charges as those set out below :—

Equal to per
ton net. 

s. d.
Trinidad, 75s. per ton (plus 10 per 

cent, primage treated as a deferred 
rebate) ..................................... 75 0

Grenada, St. Georges, 75s. per ton net 75 0
Grenada, St. Andrews, 95s. per ton net 95 0
Grenada, St. Patricks, 101s. per ton 

net .....................................  ... 101 0
Jamaica, 75s. per ton net ... ... 75 0

which compare with the following freight rates froj 
West Africa and Brazil :—

West Africa, 50s. per ton, less 10 per 
cent, deferred rebate... ... ... 45 0

Bahia, 40s. per 800 kilos, plus 10 per 
cent, primage, treated as a deferred 
rebate ... ................ ................ 50 0

It will be obvious from the above figures that 
British West Indian cacao is placed at a great dis­
advantage in respect of freight rates, as compared 
with British West African and foreign cacao.

I am accordingly to express the hope that you 
will be so good as to bring this matter before the 
Association of West India and Transatlantic Steam 
bmp Bines, with a view to a reduction in the freight 
rates on cacao at an early date.

I am, Yours faithfully, 
Algernon Aspinall, 

____________ Secretary.

The West India Commit­
past fortnight have been the 

. Archer, Mrs. Aspinall, Mr. 
Y. E. Chanman, Mr. Neville 
Dunlop, Lord Forteviot, Mr. 
Mrs. Leslie, Mr. Duncan 

E. Nowell, and Mr. E. C.

Among the visitors 
tee Rooms during the 
following :—Mr. F. C 
C. C. Bynoe, Major 1 
Dawson, Mr. W. R. 
O' Q. Henriques, 
Mackintosh, Mr. W. 
Stembridge.
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“C’est couteur tout seul ki save ga ki en coeur 
iormone.”

* * *
Australia has prohibited the importation of bees 

and second-hand hives from all countries other than 
the United States and Canada, with a view to keep­
ing out the “Isle of Wight” disease.

* * *
The United States not only supplied 62 per cent, 

of the entire world’s production of crude petrol in 
1921, but also imported an additional 17 per cent., 
the latter coming chiefly from Mexico.

* * *
Much sympathy will be felt for Mr. and Mrs. 

James J. Sabey in the loss which they have sus­
tained through the death of their son Andrew, at 
the age of 34 years, from an illness contracted 
during the war

*
A 14-acre tract of land has been purchased in 

Louisiana for the purpose of building a village for 
the employees of neighbouring industries, which, 
says Facts about Sugar, is to be constructed en­
tirely of the megass product, Celotex.

* # *
For the first time since 1896, the head of the 

Sovereign appears on the new postage stamps of 
Trinidad and Tobago, but the emblematic figure 
of Britannia, which the colony has retained as a 
stamp device since the is^ue ln 's re^alnen-

By an Order dated November 3rd, the Austrian 
Government decreed that as from the 9th of that 
month Customs duties on cane and beet sugar 
should be paid at the full gold value of the pre­
scribed rates of duty instead of at 90 per cent, of 
such value as heretofore.

* * *
To replace the defunct San Fernando Gazette, 

the Weekly Recorder has been started to cater for 
the Press requirements of that municipality. The 
West India Committee Circular, which has re­
ceived No. 1 of tlie new organ, dated October 28th, 
wishes success to this example of local enterprise m
Trinidad.

* **
The Montserrat Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

Association has recently been formed at ply™°"™’ 
Montserrat, with the object of encouraging the pro 
duction of fruit and vegetables and marketing them 
on co-operative lines and under a special brand. 
The membership fee is 1/8 per quarter, and the 

price of shares is £1.
* * *

According to the Times, a freight rate of 32/6 
per ton has been indicated by merchants for Java 
sugar to Europe, with options for the United Ki g 
dom, Mediterranean or Northern Continental ports, 
but doubts have been expressed as to ^ether ton 
nage would be forthcoming on those terms 1 
tative enquiries for Cuban sugar on. the basis 
19/- per ton for January and February loadi g.

From an interesting article on the Belgian Congo 
in the Board of Trade Journal it appears that the 

shipping traffic between that country and Antwerp 
forms a monopoly of the Compagnie Maritime du 
Congo. The freight rates are instructive, as shown 
by the following, expressed in francs per ton :—

Cocoa .......... 320 Copra .......... 330
Coffee .......... 320 Palm Oil ... 162

& *
During the first seven months of the present 

year, the British West Indian Islands shipped to 
the United States produce valued at $9,651,484, 
whilst their imports from that source during the 
same period amounted to $13,199,909. Both these 
totals represent a decrease on the figures for the 
corresponding months of 1921, the latter, indeed, 
by as much as $6,201,703.

* * *
The recently harvested cacao crop of the Puerto 

Plata district of the Dominican Republic is the 
smallest for many years. Estimated at 35,000,000 
lbs., this lowered production is considered by the 
United States Consul at Puerto Plata to be due to 
the neglect of the cacao orchards during the last 
few years, when prices were so low that growers 
had no money to spend on their upkeep.

* * *
Although the British West Indies are not re­

quired by the Canadian Trade Agreement of 1920 
to give preferential tariff rates on imported tobacco, 
they have in fact in many cases done so. Taking 
the principal four West Indian Colonies, it will be 
found that the preference on tobacco, cigars, and 
cigarettes entitled to admission under the British 
tariff works out as follows :—

Barbados.—From 20 per cent, to 25 per cent., accord­
ing to class. -it

British Guiana.—Manufactured, 50 per cent.; in leal, 
12 per cent, to 16 per cent, according to class.

Jamaica.—25 per cent.
Trinidad.—None.

# * *
An Inter-Island Committee has been appointed 

to report on the salaries, emoluments, conditions of 
service, duties and privileges of medical officers m 
the Windward Islands, and as to the advisability of 
amalgamating the medical service of the Windward 
Islands with that of Trinidad. Mr R. Popham 
Lobb, C.M.G., is Chairman, and the other members 
are Hon. J. T. de la Mothe, Hon. Dr. G. W. 
Paterson, Hon. A. Wellesley Lewis, K.C., Mr. 
C F P- Renwick, Hon. Dr. H. E. Sutherland 
Richards, Hon. George Williams, Hon. Dr. G. N. 
Stevens, and Mr. W. M. Grant.

* * *
What is probably the smallest fish in the world 

is found in the Buhl Lake of the island of Luzon 
which forms part of the Philippines. It is called 
bv the natives smarapan, and is the most «linu?? 
vertebrate animal known, its maximum length 
being only half an inch. The natives catch these 
fifh in nets of very fine mesh, dry them m a mass 
in the sun, and, after seasoning them with pepper 
and other spices, press them into flat round cakes. 
One of these may contain as many as 3,000 oi tn 
fish. Three to four of these 28 000 000
a man. The eggs are so small that l,728,ouu,uuu 
of them go to the cubic inch.
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The Swiss manufacturers of chocolate are, says 
the Confectionery Journal, much perturbed by the 
news which they have had communicated to them 
that the British Government has decided to require 
all Swiss chocolate imported into England to bear 
the mark, e< Made in Switzerland ” on each stick. 
66 This will necessitate manufacturers in Switzer­
land using new moulds so that the resolution may 
be carried into effect. As Great Britain and the 
Colonies are now Switzerland’s largest chocolate 
customers, it will be understood that it is to their 
interest to carry out any resolutions which may be 
necessary.”

* * *
For the eight months ending August 31st of the 

present year, the United States exported from 
countries other than her own Colonial possessions 
8,043,861,564 lbs. of cane sugar, of which 
449,265,499 lbs. were free of duty, represented 
almost entirely by 441,350,028 lbs. from the 
Philippines. The bulk of the duty-paying sugar, 
7,594,596,095 lbs., was supplied by Cuba; 
38,989,238 lbs. came from Central America, and 
136,615 lbs. from South America; 3,031,868 lbs. 
of maple sugar were imported from Canada. The 
exports for the same period amounted to 
1,780,017,259 lbs., of which 592,167,632 lbs. went 
to the United Kingdom, 336,321,746 lbs. to France, 
and 105,563,642 lbs. to Germany.

* * *
The imports of sugar not above 16 D.S. into 

Canada for the five months April-August were 
645,557,584 lbs., of which 47,917,981 lbs. came 
from British Guiana, 48,662,474 lbs. from Bar­
bados, 62,384,742 lbs. from Jamaica, 38,722,598 
lbs. from Trinidad and Tobago, and 20,338,329 lbs. 
from the rest of the West Indies. The import 
of cane sugar over 16 D.S. for the same period was 
1,704,100 lbs., of which 386,165 lbs. came from 
Barbados, and 228 lbs. from Jamaica. The ex­
ports of Canadian sugar for the same period 
amounted to 195,740,769 lbs., of which 136,558,900 
lbs. went to the United Kingdom. Preferential 
sugar was 33| per cent, of the total imports during 
the period.

* * *
The Tariff Commission of the United States has 

now had its functions considerably extended. 
Under the status conferred upon it by the action of 
Congress and the order of the President, it remains, 
says Facts about Sugar, as it has been heretofore, 
primarily a fact-finding organisation. In addition, 
it now becomes a quasi-judicial body, charged not 
only with the duty of assembling facts, but also 
with that of making recommendations based upon 
those facts. It has, however, no authority to en­
force its decisions, but can only recommend action 
to the Executive. An important feature in its new 
powers is that evidence submitted shall, upon the 
order of the Commission, be subject to verification 
from the books, papers, and records of the parties 
concerned.

* *
Of the 213,000 acres of land in Hawaii devoted 

to sugar cultivation, only one-half of which is 
cropped annually, 105,000 acres is practically arid 

land reclaimed through private enterprise. The 
reclamation of this land has involved an expendi­
ture of about $15,000,000 in initial outlay for the 
construction of ditches, tunnels, flumes and pipe­
lines, reservoirs, pumping plants, surface wells, and 
electric plants for the generation of power for the 
pumping plants. A single system for one group of 
plantations includes about 225 miles of main and 
lateral ditches, tunnels, etc. There are 111 pumps 
in operation, with a capacity of 580,000,000 U.S. 
gallons in 24 hours. Sixty per cent, of the water 

pumped, theused on irrigated plantations is 
average life being 191 feet, with a 
550 feet. One acre requires about

maximum of 
5,000,000 gal-

Ions of water per crop. 
* * *

The quantities of potable spirits which were 
taken out of bond for home consumption during 
the first three quarters of 1920, 1921, and 1922

The Berlin correspondent of

were :— Home-made. Imported
Proof gallons. Proof gallons.

1920 11,930,502 3,803,879
1921 10,297,230 2,295,068
1922 10,016,671 1,724,838

The quantities of home-made spirits warehoused
for exportation, and of imported spirits re-exported
or delivered for stores, were., during the same
periods :— Home-made Imported

Proof gallons. Proof gallons.
1920 1,235,127 741,648
1921 792,341 680,369
1922 1,041,484 622,472

* * *
Facts about Sugar 

gives an account of the Government scheme for 
distribution of the domestic sugar, the result of 
the demand in Germany being so much greater 
than the supply. All sugar factories under this 
scheme are to join the Zuckerwirtschaftsselle, or the 
Association of the German Sugar Industry, which 
controls the production, fixes prices, and regulates 
the distribution of sugar. It is prepared to 
guarantee 2.75 lbs. of sugar per head of population 
per month, and the Food Ministry itself will decide 
what amounts of sugar may be supplied to the 
industries using sugar. In the meanwhile, the 
first action of the Government has been the issuing 
of an order prohibiting deliveries of inland sugar 
to the latter, which are expected to use imported 
sugar only In order to detect if inland sugar has 
keen used illegally m the industries, it is proposed 
to add 15 grains of phenolphthalein to every 220 
bs of home-produced sugar, which is harmless in 
tself and is readily detected by the crimson colour 
it gives on the addition of carbonate of soda, even 
m minute quantities.

Sweet Potato Wigs.—1 lb. of yellow grated 
potato, mixed with half a pint of water, a little 
Add2 h Hf yTm and a teasPoonful of sugar, 
one wh?te } eT’ 1 lb- SUgar’ 3 eg«s‘ leaving out 
ne white, and some caraway seeds, make a 

mature with flour, let the seeds rise, and 
DaK6.

soft 
then

West Indian recipes for vublicatinn 
column will be welcomed by the Editor. this
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BARBADOS INCOME-TAX.

Taxation of Agents’ Turnover.

The policy recently adopted in Trinidad of as­
sessing non-resident companies for income-tax on 
the basis of an assumed income on the part of their 
agent of an amount not exceeding 10 per cent, of 
turnover, has caused considerable dissatisfaction 
among British manufacturers, especially in view of 
the wide definition of cases where liability exists, 
a non-resident company being “ deemed to be trad­
ing within the Colony in every case where his 
recognised agent or other representative resident 
in the Colony sells in the Colony the goods of such 
non-resident person, whether the contract for the 
sale of the goods, the delivery thereof, or the pay­
ment therefor, is made within or out of the 
Colonv.”—(Ordinance No. 8, of 1922, Sections 
No. 24-26.)

An attempt to introduce similar provisions into a 
Bill amending the Income-Tax Law of Barbados, 
was decisively rejected in Committee of the House 
of Assembly of that Colony, on October 24th.

Mr. H. W. Reece, K.C., the Acting Attorney-General, 
who was piloting the measure through the House, him­
self proposed the omission of the obnoxious section on 
the grounds that it would not be worth the trouble to 
working it, and that it was found very unsatisfactory 
in Trinidad.

Mr. S. C. Thome thought that if the section was 
eliminated, a foreign company would be able to evade 
payment by having an agent instead of a branch.

Mr. C. W. Haynes said that in the case of Trinidad 
the overseas companies had given out that if the tax 
was imposed in this way they would stop doing busi­
ness and their representatives would be taken away, 
in which case income-tax on the representatives would 
be lost.

Mr. Reece said that a foreign firm might have its 
agent here to sell its goods, but the goods might never 
be stocked here. The agent might only be writing up 
business. As the law stood that foreign firm was not 
taxable because the contract was not made in Barbados 
but in England or elsewhere. In that case it was go­
ing out of the way to tax people when business was not 
done here. It was not business done locally and it was 
unfair to tax that type of business at all. Far from 
improving business, it would have the effect ot 
hampering business. J

Mr. H. G. Yearwood said that the distributor was 
the man who was going to pay the tax. The fact that 
the agent was going to get the order did not mean that 
there was any difference in the amount of tax to e 
paid when the same quantity of goods was imported 
direct from the same source. If the man was only ge - 
ting the business the profit was not made there at all. 
The profit was only made when the business was being 
distributed. And in the result they would be actually 
losing the tax on the commission here because the firm 
would cease to employ the agent and allow importa­
tions to be made from them direct.

To obviate the removal of their names from the 
mailing list for the Circular, the few members of 
The West India Committee who have not yet paid 
their subscription for the current year are reque 
to do so at once.

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

Representative to Tour West Indies.

Mr. R. Rutherford presided on November 29th 
at the second meeting of the West Indian and 
Atlantic Group Committee, held in The West India 
Committee Rooms. The following other represen­
tatives attended :—

Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. (Windward Islands) ; 
Mr. Frank Barnard (St. Lucia) ; Mr. Ernest H. Brown 
(St. Vincent) ; Mr. R. Bryson (Leeward Islands) ; 
Lieut.-Colonel Ivan Davson, O.B.E. (British Guiana) ; 
Sir Walter Egerton, K.C.M.G. and Mr. P. H Ezechiel 
(Colonial Office) ; Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc. (Jamaica) ; 
Sir William Grey-Wilson, K.C.M.G., K.B.E-., 
(Bahamas) ; Mr. Cyril Gurney (Grenada) ; Sir Eyre 
Hutson, K.C.M.G. (British Honduras) ; Mr. E. D. 
Laborde, I.S.O. (St. Lucia) ; Sir George R. Le Hunte, 
G.C.M.G. (Trinidad) ; Mr. Vere Packe (Falkland 
Islands) ; Mr. Boswell Tucker (Bermuda) ; with Mr. 
Kendall representing the British Empire Exhibition.

A letter was read from Mr. J. Scott, who stated 
on behalf of the Exhibition authorities that the 
suggestion of the Group at their first meeting that 
a representative should be sent to the West Indies 
had been submitted to the Management Committee, 
who were of opinion that it should be complied 
with, the selection of the representative being left 
to the Chairman of the Management Committee. 
It might, however, not be Major Belcher, who only 
returned that week from his Dominion tour.

The question of the cost of a suitable building 
for the Group having been discussed, it was agreed 
to appoint a small Sub-Committee of two to settle 
the terms of a letter it was proposed to send to 
each of the Governors of the colonies concerned, 
giving particulars of the contribution it was hoped 
to receive from the colony under his administration.

It was decided that the work of the Group Com­
mittee would be facilitated if a Commissioner in 
London were appointed to co-ordinate the work of 
the representatives. On the motion of the Chair­
man, seconded by Mr. Ezechiel, Mr. Aspinall was 
unanimously appointed to fill this position.

For the period January 1st to October 21st of 
the current year, 10,554,638 stems of bananas were 
exported from Jamaica, as compared with 
8,379,225 stems for the same period of last year. 
The many operations that were necessary to pro­
duce this large total included planting, irrigation 
and drainage, cultivation after planting, pruning 
and treatment of suckers, harvesting and re­
planting.

Planters and others interested in the banana, 
once referred to in Parliament as “ . . . the 
common object of the coster’s barrow,” will find 
invaluable information legarding the above pro­
cesses (and much instruction on soils, fertilisers, 
and insect pests) in 66 The Banana, its Cultivation, 
Distribution and Commercial Uses,” by William 
Fawcett, B.Sc. .

Copies of this book may be obtained from 
the Sales Department, The West India Committee, 
14, Trinity Square, London, E.C., for 16/- post 
free.
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IS FRANCE GIVING BOUNTIES? GERMAN SUGAR PROSPECTS.

How Tax Certificates Change Hands.

In The West India Committee Circular of 
October 26th attention was called to a method of 
juggling with certificates of payment of taxes where­
by exporters of sugar in France were managing to 
secure a form of indirect bounty.

The Journal des Fabricants de Sucre, of Novem­
ber 18th, gives some further particulars regarding 
the system which is being followed. Says our con­
temporary : “ A considerable discussion has been 
going on here as to our exports of sugar. Most of 
our brokers severely condemn the operation as being 
contrary to the interests of the country and one 
important refiner, Say, who was said to have con­
ducted such business, has written to us formally 
denying it. It is possible of course that their sugars 
have been exported without their actually taking 
part in the transaction.

“ Much interest has been taken in this question 
of exports; let us look for a moment how the busi­
ness works out. We are dealing, of course, with 
Our No. 3.

“ At our present quotations business is no longer 
possible without a loss, but tms was by no means 
the case a few weeks ago, and we will take October 
7th, giving round figures only. Our market price 
at the factory then was 135 francs, to which we 
have to add the consumption duty, fr. 50.55, cost 
of transport, etc., to London, say, fr. 10, c.i.f. 
price, London per 100 kilos, fr. 197.55, sale price 
in London, say, 21s., at the exchange of fr. 58 to 
the pound sterling, fr. 120; loss fr. 75.55 per 100 
kilos, quite an appreciable amount per ton, which 
is recouped in the following fashion.

“ Sale of Certificat d’Admission Temporaire to 
refiners, let us say fr. 90, profit fr. 14.45 per 100 
kilos. Not much in these days, perhaps, but an 
amount which would have been considered a very 
high profit pre-war. Why can these certificates be 
sold for fr. 90 when only fr. 30.55 duty has been 
actually paid? Well, that is where the little 
* hankey-pankey ’ business (legal or not) comes 
in, because the refiners can use these exportation 
certificates to pay fr. 100 worth of duty to the 
Government, therefore, if they have only paid 
fr. 90 for them they have another clean profit (at 
the expense of the nation) of fr. 10 per 100 kilos, or 
fr. 100 per ton, also an appreciable amount to drop 
into one’s mouth, kind of unbeknown.

We are told that the transaction under exist­
ing legislation is perfectly legal, but it is obvious 
that these Certificates d’Entrepot Temporaire were 
only meant to facilitate re-exportation of raw 
foreign sugars, refined here, and not to impoverish 
the country by sending abroad our home-produced 
crystals.”

Subcriptions to The West India Committee be­
came renewable on January 1st last.

Copies of “ The Manufacture of Cane Sugar ” 
can be obtained at The West India Committee 
Rooms, price 25s. each, or 26s. post free.

No Sugar to Export for ten years.

Germany will never again be able to export 
1,000,000 tons of sugar, as she did before the War. 
This is the view expressed in a report by Mr. Alfred 
P. Dennis, the special representative in Europe of 
the United States Department of Commerce, who 
predicts that in 10 years from now perhaps Ger­
many may have a surplus of 500,000 tons, but that 
for the immediate future she will have all she can 
do to supply immediate needs.

Mr. Dennis supplies the reasons which have led 
him to form this opinion. This is how he analyses 
the situation. Within the territory turned over to 
Poland by Germany under the terms of the peace 
settlement were 296,400 acres of beet-sugar land. 
Indeed, some of the best beet-sugar soil of 
the old empire was in the Posen region and 
the so-called Danzig corridor. With the terri­
tory there passed also to Polish control two 
sugar refineries and upwards of thirty sugar 
factories. Experts estimate that 700,000 tons of 
potential sugar production has been lost to Ger­
many by territorial cession out of the 2,700,000 
tons of pre-war sugar capacity. As a matter of 
fact, the amount of sugar actually produced in 
1913, on soil turned over to Poland, may be esti­
mated at 450,000 tons. It is hardly fair to con­
clude that Germany has lost as much as 700,000 tons 
of sugar-producing capacity, inasmuch as this 
higher figure represents the potential rather than 
the actual production at the outbreak of the war. 
The point may be made that the change in frontier 
has not necessarily lessened the European pool of 
sugar wealth. In other words, is not Poland’s pro­
ductive power increased in like measure with thè 
losses sustained by Germany through cession of 
beet-sugar land ? Such expectations have not been 
justified by results. In the 1920-21 campaign, Po­
land produced on former Prussian soil 102,733 tons, 
and last season only 95,092 tons—this in compari­
son with 450,000 tons produced in the same area 
in 1913 under German control. Probably no other 
agricultural industry the world over was so highly 
organised as the German sugar industry.

Aside from territorial losses, beet growing has 
been further curtailed in the area now included in 
Germany, the acreage having fallen in the post-war 
period about. 21 per cent., while yields per acre 
have fallen off approximately 30 per cent The 
area now under beet cultivation is 8.3 per cent, 
larger than last year, with an outlook for an in­
creased crop of 200,000 to 250,000 tons. The im­
provement over last year, while due in some 
measure to increased acreage, is principal!v ac­
counted for by more seasonable conditions. * Last 
year s severe drought caused a short crop of beets, 
although increasing the unit sugar content. The 
Ì'™ ma™ fact?rs that cheek rising production are 
labour difficulties and soil deteriorations.

Vennis ^tributes to reduced im- 
P WvY’V* °11 Cake and Pbosphatic fertilisers.

While German production has thus been declin­
ing, consumption at present shows a distinct
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tendency towards expansion. German sugar con­
sumption is now approximately 1,450,000 tons per 
year. If 10.5 per cent, is added for population lost 
through the peace settlement, present-day con­
sumption is just about on a par with pre-war, or 
the equivalent of 1,600,000 tons. It may be con­
sidered remarkable that the consumption of a 
relatively high-priced, condensed food such as 
sugar should be maintained at a time when 
severe curtailment is being made in German 
food consumption. Even in England the consump­
tion of sugar has not risen to pre-war levels, the 
figures showing 1,732,000 tons for 1013, and 
1,500,000 tons estimated for 1922. The explana­
tion of increasing sugar consumption in the case of 
Germany is found mainly in the shortage of animal 
fats and meats. With milk production ranging at 
only about 30 per cent, if normal, and with butter 
extremely scarce and high priced, jams, marma­
lades, and artificial honey spread on bread are be­
ing used as substitutes for butter, margarine, lard, 
and other animal fats. Owing to the meat scarcity 
nearly all classes are eating more chocolate. The 
workmen in the factories take along a bit of choco­
late in the place of meat as an item in their mid­
day lunch. Artificial honey is made from refined 
sugar, of which about 40,000 tons is being used 
annually for this purpose. Assuming that the pro­
duction of sugar in the coming campaign will ex­
ceed that of last year by 250,000 tons, which is 
doubtful, the entire out-turn will not surpass the 
actual consumptive needs of the country. Even if 
the highest hopes are anticipated and a crop of 
1,550,(Foo tons is realised," the country will still be 
1.000,000 tons short of the average pre-war pro­
duction.

The question of how capable Germany is of re­
covering her former export capacity is purely and 
simply a matter of speculation. At the same time 
an intelligent forecast may be made as to the future 
development of the German sugar industry. It is 
clear that the consuming needs of the country are 
not short of 1,450,000 tons at the present time, 
while recent productive capacity has been somewhat 
below this level. Putting the yields for the autumn 
campaign at 1,550,000 tons, it may be assumed that 
no surplus will be available for export from the 
coming crop. Even if there were added to t e 
coming crop the 450,000 tons lost through the trans­
fers to Poland, there remains a gap of 600,000 or 
700,000 tons to be made up by Germany as at pre 
sent constituted before it can arrive at pre-war 
productive capacity.

It is, however, worthy of note that the count y 
possesses sufficient factories and refineries at present 
to handle 30 to 40 per cent, more beets than a re b - 
ing produced. The difficulty, Mr. Dennis con­
cludes, is with the agricultural rather than with the 
manufacturing side of production.

The manufacture of Cane Sugar by Jon« &RS^ard 
is obtainable at The West India It
14, Trinity Square, London, E.C. Post tree / 
is indispensable to all connected with the sugar 

industry

estimate puts the 1922-23 crop at 1,600.000 tons

SUGAR IN AMERICA.

Effects of the Emergency Tariff.

The Tariff Commission of the United States has 
issued a statement summarising its conclusions as 
to the effect of the Emergency Tariff Law of 1921, 
on the prices of various commodities.

As to sugar, the report says that the outstanding 
feature of the sugar trade in the summer of 1921 
was the surplus of raws in Cuba. This amounted 
to nearly two million tons as compared with normal 
stocks of about one-half million tons. The surplus, 
equal to almost half the annual American consump­
tion, had a serious effect on prices. A drop from 
5 cents per pound for Cuban raws ex duty in March, 
1921, to 1.8 cents per pound in December demoral­
ised the whole sugar trade and led to strong 
pressure for an increase in sugar duties. The de­
cline in Cuban prices was followed by a similar 
though less rapid decline in New York prices of 
Cuban sugar, duty paid. The difference in the 
two quotations was almost exactly the amount of 
the freight and duty both before and after the 
enactment of the Emergency law, but Cuban prices 
declined so precipitously that the producers, rather 
than the American consumers, seem to have borne 
the full effect of the duty. This situation came 
about because of the Cuban surplus which had to 
be marketed in the United States, and probably 
the condition will be changed when the surplus 
disappears.

The Commission conclude by stating that the 
duties in the Emergency law did not substantially 
raise the price of the enumerated articles, but 
rather tended to prevent in the case of certain com­
modities so great a fall in prices as took place in 
competing countries for similar articles. Because 
of surplus stocks the duties often had peculiar 
effects on prices, and few conclusions can safely 
be drawn as to the effects of a permanent tariff 
law from the brief operations of the Emergency 

Act.

BAHIA’S CACAO EXPORTS.

Exports of cacao from Bahia for the first six 
months of the present year amounted to 221,567 
bags of 132 lbs. each, as compared with 425,477 
bags for the same period of 1921, according to a 
Consular Report (August 12th), pubhshed in the 
American Commerce Reports. In the first six 
months oi 1922, the United States imported 107,067 
bags of cacao from Bahia; Germany 52,520 bags; 
Buenos Aires, 16,010 bags; and Belgium, 15,683 
bans With the exception of 6,895 bags which 
were' exported to southern Brazil the remainder 
of the cacao exported from Bahia went to 
European countries. The estimates for the ammin 
of cacao that will have been shipped from Bahia 
during the latter half of the present year are 
400,000 bags, about -half of which is destined for 

the United States.
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TRINIDAD’S FINANCES.

The Need for the Axe.

In laying his estimates before the Legislative 
Council for the first time, the Governor has written 
a minute, in which he shows unmistakably the 
seriousness of the present financial position and the 
necessity for a change of policy. Sir Samuel Wil­
son states that the expenditure of the Colony, 
which in 1917 amounted to £1,097,695, was in 
1920 £1,652,596; in 1921 £2,074,926; and for the 
current year the revised estimate of expenditure 
amounts to no less a sum than £2,037,677, in 
spite of the fact that, as the result of the labours 
of the Economy Committee which the Governor 
appointed soon after his arrival in the Colony, the 
proposed expenditure for the year was curtailed 
to the extent of £75,000, an amount which was the 
maximum that could be saved owing to the ex­
penditure to which Departments were already com­
mitted when the Economy Committee commenced 
its labours.

The revenue in 1917 amounted to £1,098,183: in 
1920 to £1,917,743; in 1921 to £1,867,944; and 
tor the current year it is estimated that it will not 
exceed £1,735,000.

The above figures speak for themselves and it 
Will be seen that while the expenditure of the 
Colony has practically doubled since the year 1917 
the revenue likely to be collected in the current 
year will only show an mcrease of about 65 per 
cent, as compared with that collected in 1917 In- 
deed it was only in 1920, which must be regarded 
as a most abnormal year, that the revenue ever 

9’0?0’000 fig«re which one might 
noTmnl Say haVn the last year or two become the 
normal expenditure of the Colony.

“ many other Parts of the world, 
war conditions appear to have resulted in an an- 
neverehPendhUre SUCh aS would in ordinary times 
? ,3™ be,eu contemplated and the result has
3 ? the laSt two years the Colony has had 
to budget for a deficit. In other words, the in 
ordinate expenditure since 1920 has had to be met 
what the .surplus revenue raised durin«
what may be termed as a most abnormal and pros 

the valro£ the 41e X 

uustnes ot the Colony rose to fictitious heights such 
as had never been dreamt of before. g 

thPe Go\ern?r feels it his duty, therefore to take 
his opportunity of reminding those who’ still do 

of° pX^onhe^^ the necessity for a change 

suet a sS SI arr^l fe. 

have to stop for want of funds certain pubhewOTks 
the completion of which is so badly needed and 
to incur the risk at the same timP . * and 
employment. He feels, however, that he wouVk' 
failing in his duty if he did not do So „73? 3
time as the financial conditions improve, and S 

he can still further reduce the normal recurrent 
expenditure of the Colony, which, in the last few 
years, has increased by leaps and bounds. The 
Governor has, however, every intention of resum­
ing some of the more important works in question, 
so soon as funds become available either from an­
nual revenue, or from any saving that can be 
effected in loan expenditure or other works : and 
with this object in view he proposes to re-assemble 
the Development Committee at an earlv date so 
that they can advise him as to the comparative 
urgency of the various schemes recommended by 
them, when conditions were very different to what 
they are to-day.

It is also with the greatest reluctance that the 
Governor has been forced to impose additional 
taxation so soon after his arrival in the Colony. 
He has hoped against hope that it might be prac­
ticable to meet the present emergency entirely by 
a curtailment of expenditure, but he regrets to say 
that this has been found impossible, due firstly to 
the fact that the expenditure to which Depart­
ments were already committed did not allow of any 
drastic curtailment in expenditure being made dur­
ing the current year, and secondly to the revenue 
under practically all heads falling far short of what 
was anticipated when the Estimates were beina 
compiled in 1921. °

The revised Estimate of Revenue for 1922 is 
£1,701,671 as compared with the Estimate of 
£1,837,667 : while, in spite of expenditure to the 
extent of £75,000 having been stopped as the re­
sult of the labours of the Economy Committee, the 
revised estimate of expenditure for the year is 

asTagajnst the original estimate of 
£1,923,006. It will thus be seen that the esti- 

OIi the year’s worhing will be 
£336,006 instead of £85,339 as originally 
«in iicipatea.
. T?e I®1! in 916 revenue is principally accounted 
tor by deficits m the amounts which it is now esti­
mated will be collected from customs duties; 
¿TT68’) e\?f C°Urt and office; railway; land 
sales and royalties on asphalt and oil; while the in- 
of been eaused by a refund
No 35 3f ,Ineome Tax Ordinance.
Xthe ? i addltlonal to the £80,000 included 
“Xt 33glnal estimates of expenditure, by re- 
votes to the extent of £59,306, and by supplemen- 
tary votes aggregating some £60,000, andPinclud- 
mg one of £26,000 for the railway
1922 th™ that on Member 31st,
a deficitT A1’1“17 to ?e’ “far as can be foreseen, 
73 u T he accounts of the Colony of £121,101 
n®tead of a surplus balance of £121,512 as cal 

othered estimates were compiled; or in
suwlUr?n th X £?°’?°0 Sh°Wn in reserved 
will be SO farV 1922 iS absorbed, there
end of th J be foreseen a net deficit at the
h-id to bJtyear of about £71,000 which has 
Mad to be provided for m budgeting for 1923

Jones^and fq Man"facture of Cane Sugar,” bv 
Indfa c£mm£r ’n“ be obtained from The West 
26? pos“R°°mS’ Tr“ity S<luare, P"-
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A NEW ROUTE TO JAMAICA COTTON GROWING IN AUSTRALIA

The P.S.N. Company's Enterprise.

A new route to Jamaica will be afforded early 
in the New’ Year bv the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company, whose Board has decided that their 
steamers scheduled to sail from Liverpool to Val­
paraiso via the Panama Canal in January and 
February next shall call at Kingston, Jamaica. 
These steamers have for some vears sailed from 
Liverpool to the West Coast of South America via 
Havana, and the additional call at Jamaica will no 
doubt be greatly appre-

Some time ago the Empire Cotton Growing Cor­
poration received a request from the Queensland 
Government that they would provide an expert 
to advise them generally in the development of 
cotton growing in that State. The corporation 
considered that this was a direction in which they 
might render assistance, since in their opinion ex­
pert advice in scientific agricultural practice and 
in the organisation of the industry is essential in 
order to establish on a firm basis the production

ciated, and should as­
sist materially towards 
securing the develop-
ment of 
business

the tourist 
between the

United Kingdom and 
that island, which is so 
greatly to be desired.

The sailings at 
sent advertised 
those of the Oriana
Orcoma, which 
leave Liverpool
January 
February

25th 
22nd

pre- 
are 

t and 
will

on 
and 

next
respectively. The home­
ward calls by the same 
line at present arranged 
are those of the Ortega 
and Oriana, the former 
leaving Kingston for 
Liverpool on March 
10th, and the latter on 
March 27th. Further 
particulars regarding 
these sailings can be 
obtained from the offices 
of the Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company, 
whose address is Goree,

The R.M.S. “Orcoma”

the

This fine vessel of 11,571 tons is one of two which will visit Jamaica next year on their way to 

West Coast of South America.

Water Street, Liverpool, tlw
or at The West India Committee Rooms, where the 
staff is glad to give information to intending visitors 
to the British West Indies. ,

In this connection it is with sa
Circular is able to announce that the New Ye 
will bring with it cheaper facilities for travelling 
to and from the West Indies. Trinidad

Reduced fares to and from Barbadas, PH
and Demerara -^oresh" X^iU

i¡son Line ana waers x y , . Newmake a cut of £5 off Pesage rates^n Un 
Year. This will mean that the tares o{
the alxive-named colonies wi^ f
Barbados and Trinidad £4o, and in 

Demerara £50. issued a leaflet
Meanwhile, the two A™at reduced 

calling attention to their , Jngoma
rates. The joint service maintain.id bv 
and Intaba of the first-na widens & Fyffes will 
and other well-known vessels of EWers & y 
«rive passengers the option of maKing a 
g P (Continued at foot of next column.)

of cotton of a sufficiently high quality to make its 
cultivation an economic proposition m Australia.

The corporation now announce that they have 
secured the services of Lieutenant-Colonel G. 
Evans C.I.E., who has accepted appointment 
under ’the corporation on an agreement for three 
years; it is hoped that he will leave for Queensland 
at the end of December. Mr. Evans was recently 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal, where he had 
General control of all the cotton work. He for­
merly held the post of Principal of the Agricultural 

College, Nagpur.

cruise or breaking the voyage at one or more. port 
or ports, continuing the tour by
steamer or steamers, but not later than the Motagua 
(or Patuca) due to arrive at Avonmouth on April 

^The^es for the round trip vary from

including Demerara.
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THE AFRICAN CACAO CROP.

Despite the unusually heavy rains at the time of 
ripening, the cacao crop of 1922 is reported to be 
promising, and a record output for the Gold Coast 
is anticipated. It is, indeed, believed that the 
maximum output of 200,000 tons foreshadowed 
for that colony is on the way to being reached at 
an early date. African Industries, of November 
25th, suggests that this may be a recurrence of the 
official optimism which quoted this tonnage a year 
ago as actual, and not potential, yield. In Nigeria 
cacao is a side-line compared to ground nuts and 
to palm produce. In the Gold Coast it is the 
mainstay of the revenue. Exports, however, from 
Nigeria are increasing m promising ratio, and 
buyers for the great chocolate firms in Great 
Britain are now getting busy in both Nigeria and 
the Gold Coast.

Under the stimulus of the energetic Governor 
of the Gold Coast, much has been done by the 
Agricultural Department in the way of educating 
the peasant farmer not only in the best cultural 
methods, but in the very important processes of 
fermentation and drying of the bean. The con­
servatism of farmers is a byword in England : and 
the African cultivator is no less difficult to move 
out of the rut than his European brother of the 
plough. Some doubt has been thrown on the 
accuracy of the official figures (on the Gold Coast) 
of the amount of cacao allowed to waste for want 
of adequate transport. Mr. Cort showed recently 
that, if the tonnage of wasted cacao was correct, 
over 65,000 people allowed their labour to be 
thrown away. This, says our contemporary, 
would be very foreign to the thrifty and economical 
people to whom it applies. By hook or by crook 
the cacao farmer will secure some return for his 
toil in production, and Mr. Cort’s contentions 
might well be followed up if the correctness of the 
official estimate is to be upheld.

The Gold Coast has practically all its eggs in one 
basket; and if the price to the native cacao pro­
ducer becomes such as to discourage cultivation, or 
to let the product run to waste, policy certainly 
dictates that the process should be stopped. Our 
contemporary considers that the only remedy lies 
in the provision of cheap and efficient transport 
in those localities where at present it does not pay 
to bring produce to a buying centre.

Messrs. Sifton, Praed and Co., Ltd., of the 
Map House, St. James’s Street, announce for early 
publication, a new edition of 44 The Pocket Guide 
to the West Indies.” This work has been entirely 
rewritten and will be furnished with a new set 
of maps specially prepared for it by Mr. A. J. 
Sifton, F.R.G.S.

The American seaplane Sampaio Correira II. 
reached British Guiana, on November 22nd, from 
Trinidad, in the course of its prolonged voyage from 
New York to Rio de Janeiro. It is the first air­
craft to Hy frcm North to South America, and it 
will be recalled that the seaplane was held up in 
Trinidad for a considerable period owing to a break­
down .

A COCOA SCARE.

Mr. Rowntree’s Reassuring Statement.

“ The public and publicans now are in fear 
Of arsenic present to poison their beer.”

So sang a late lamented comedian, some years 
ago, when a scare arose through the discovery of 
minute traces of arsenic in beer. He added that 
66 though beer had been dropped by the bibulous 
sect,” they had 44 taken to whisky instead,” and 
had got a “ little bit farther on.”

Now cocoa has been declared suspect; but no 
such drastic change of beverage as that referred 
to above should be necessary since Mr. B. Seebohm 
Rowntree has issued a reassuring statement which 
should obviate panic. It seems that in seven 
samples of cocoa the chief sanitary inspector of the 
Reigate Council found l-75th grain of arsenic. The 
cocoa was traced to Messrs. Rowntree & Co., and 
in the statement above referred to, which was pub­
lished in the Daily Mail of November 29th, Mr. 
Rowntree is reported to have said :—

44 The first intimation of any traces of arsenic 
in certain loose cocoas supplied by us was in July 
last. We have always taken such scrupulous care 
to secure the highest possible purity in our goods 
that we were at a loss to understand what had 
occurred.

44 Everything used in the course of manufacture 
of the cocoa was subjected to a thorough analysis, 
a large staff of chemists working day and night. 
Eventually the trouble was traced to the alkali 
used to render the cocoa soluble. This alkali had 
been supplied to us for food purposes from highly 
reputable sources.

44 The most careful investigation showed that 
the quantity of arsenic discovered was so small 
that it could do no harm whatever to the most 
confirmed cocoa drinkers. Nevertheless, we at 
once instituted a process which obviated using this 
class of alkali, and we sacrificed all our existing 
stocks of the cocoa.

44 Ever since then we have used this different 
kind of alkali, and to make doubly sure analyses 
of the output have been made twice every day. 
On our own initiative we have supplied the Ministry 
of Health with particulars of the steps we have 
taken.”

A pamphlet on the cultivation of rice as carried 
on in Sierra Leone has been published by the Agri­
cultural Department of the Colony. It has all 
along been stated that Africans, without tilth, 
without weeding, without artificial irrigation, and 
with continual cropping extending over 30 years 
were getting as high as 4,000 lbs. to the acre of 
swamp land. In order to put the statement to the 
test in 1920, two Indian rice cultivators were, at 
the suggestion of the Governor, Mr. R. J. Wilkin- 
son, C.M.G., sent out to study the local conditions 
of, the rice cultivation. These investigators closely 
enquired into the methods employed and the re­
sults obtained, and the yield of the Searcies deltaic 
swamp was found to vary from 1,000 to 4,000 lbs. 
per acre, equal to that of good delta land in India.
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THE WINDWARD ISLANDS.

Confederation with Trinidad?

An important pronouncement on the scheme ad­
vocated by Mr. Wood for a closer association be­
tween the Windward Islands and Trinidad was 
made by the Governor of the Windward Islands 
at a meeting of the Legislative Council of St. 
Vincent on October 13th.

His Excellency is reported by the 
Sentry of October 27th as stating that 
he doubted very much if there would be 
any great advantages in confederation. 
At the same time, the Secretary of State 
had decided that the public of these 
islands should be consulted as to whether 
it was feasible or advantageous for the 
Windward group to be confederated with 
the larger colony of Trinidad. He 
wished to emphasise the fact that the 
Secretary of State would decidedly not 
proceed with the suggestion unless he 
were convinced that local opinion in the 
three islands was strongly in favour of 
it, or, in other words, not opposed. At 
present he was unable to place before 
the Honourable Members the pros and 
cons of the case. It would be necessary By courtesy ofì

followed by other officers with exaggerated titles— 
where would the colony come in ? The Secre­
tary of State would not tolerate defederation. If 
he were in St. Vincent as a taxpayer, he would 
agitate for a Commissioner and a Police Magistrate 
—that was what was wanted. It must be remem­
bered that if they were attached to Trinidad in­
stead of Grenada, he doubted very much if expen­
diture would be appreciably less, because the 
Governor’s salary would have to be increased on

for him to confer with the Governor of traiu 
Trinidad on the different points, after 
which it was his intention to meet the 
newly elected Council of St. Vincent, probably 
bringing the scheme forward in the form of a 
Government motion, when members would have 
the opportunity to express the views of the com­
munity on the subject.

How Bananas Travel.

H s ' longest railway journey.

is composed of thirty vans built expressly for the conveyance 
of bananas by the North-Eastern Railway.

account of the added responsibilities, and there 
would have to be an Assistant Colonial Secretary 
in Trinidad to look after the Windward Islands 
work. The advantage they would derive would be 
that they would be connected with a much larger 

colony than Grenada. Trade might im­
prove, because there would be a wider 
market for their goods, but any com­
merce with Trinidad was out of the ques­
tion without better communications. 
Departments that would gain by the 
change were the Public Works, Police, 
Judicial, and Medical Departments. He 
hoped to come again in the New Year, 
when electives would be able to give him 
their considered opinion.

A “BANANA SPECIAL.”

After reading the relevant sections of 
report. His Excellency went on to say th at h 
Honourable Members would see that it all tended 
towards confederation. He ¿ow
tain element—he did not know how or how 
small it was—were angling for ^^^^“pàvernor 
must put that aside at on®6- ° _ , Secretary
in each island, followed by a Colonial Secretary,

A special train of the North-Eastern 
Railwav, consisting of 35 of the latest 
banana' vans, was recently stopped at 
signals no less than half-a-dozen times 
between Hull and London because it was 
thought that the train was on fire, t he 
unusual sight of a goods tram giv­
ing off clouds of vapour evidently led 
the signalman into this belief. Some 

given of what the British railways 
® i i _ ___ ixrbi^n it ISidea is given of what tne ormsn i j 

are doing for the banana traffic when it is 
stated that this year alone no less a sum than 
£1^1 000 has been expended on the construction of 
new vans and re-conditioning those already m co 
mdZion with a view to eliminating altogether the 

of’the fruit becoming chilled during winter

travel.
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WEST INDIAN REPRESENTATION. THE EARNINGS OF THE COW.

A Trade Commissioner in London? Mr. May’s very Timely Suggestions.

The West India Committee figured prominently 
in a discussion at the Trinidad Chamber of Com­
merce meeting on October 25th on the question of a 
West Indian Trade Commissioner being appointed 
in the United Kingdom. It was eventually resolved 
unanimously that The West India Committee 
should be asked for their “fullest and frankest 
views” on the subject.

A Select Committee of the Chamber, to which 
under the chairmanship of Mr. A. V. Stollmeyer, and 
comprising also Mr. J. Forbes, Mr. Fred G. Grant 
and Mr. D. McBride, the matter had been referred, 
reported in favour of such a post being created, stat­
ing that the B.W.I. had much to gain from the 
appointment of an efficient Trade Commissioner in the 
United Kingdom, not with a view to merely popu­
larising a few agricultural products, but also in order 
to attract capital and tourists. Nobody could claim 
that there was nothing for a Trade Commissioner to 
do with regard to some even of the 'major products of 
the West Indies, such as sugar and cacao. There 
could be noi doubt as to his value in the case of minor 
products, for example limes, balata, bamboo and 
cassava. Manufacturers were constantly seeking for 
new sources of their raw materials. “ It may be 
claimed ” (the Report continued) “ that The West 
India Committee and the West Indian merchants in 
London together fulfil the duties of a Trade Com­
missioner. . . . The West India Committee is un­
doubtedly an important body, and in no respect more 
so than in its relations to the Colonial Office. In 
other ways its publicity work is limited by its 
financial resources.” The Report went on to say 
that a contribution from the Colony of £i,ooo to 
£1,250 per annum towards the establishment of a 
Trade Commissioner’s office would be amply justi­
fied. As an alternative measure The West India 
Committee should be invited to formulate a scheme 
whereby “ they will undertake increased publicity 
work, dissemination of West Indian news to the 
various publications, the exhibition of samples, and 
some of the other duties of the Trade Commissioner 
in return for a contribution from the various Colonial 
Governments.” For this they might expect to receive 
a yearly subsidy of, say, £1,500.

Mr. Farnum stated that in the United Kingdom 
the small retail shops were very large consumers of 
West Indian cocoa, bananas, limes, etc., but he did 
not think that up to now The West India Committee 
had given any notice to people of that sort. They 
must get Barbados and British Guiana to join any 
scheme put forward.

Mr. Freeman, Director of Agriculture, recalled a 
visit to Australia House and explained what was done 
there. Mr. Fitt suggested that one of the bigger 
Dominions might find room for the office of the West 
Indian Trade Commissioner.

Mr. Stollmeyer said the Committee’s first recom­
mendation was impossible at present. The West 
India Committee should, however, be approached with 
a view to its having an extra room for a West Indian 
display, if the colonies paid £1,500. “ The new office 
of the West India Committee,” he continued, “ is even 
obscure, and he thought that a Trade Commissioner’s 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

“ A good cow greatly lessens the living expenses 
for those who are in a position to keep one. This 
is especially noticeable in Porto Rico, where it is 
so difficult to get good clean milk. Nature has 
done everything to favour cattle production, and 
milk, butter and cheese can be produced in Porto 
Rico at a much lower cost than in the United 
States, where grass grows for only part of the year. 
The importation of dairy products during the past 
fiscal year amounted to $1,710,532.00, distributed 
as follows : Butter $423,781, cheese $836,571, milk 
$450,180. Instead of sending this large sum 
abroad, Porto Rico ought to export dairy products. 
Labour in the island is cheap; so cheap, in fact, 
that a good cow will earn more in a year than a 
farm labourer. With elephant grass and velvet 
beans, milk can be produced in Porto Rico as 
cheaply as in any other country.”

The above is a “ timely suggestion ” made by 
Mr. D. WT. May in the Agricultural Extension 
Notes broadcasted by the Porto Rico Experiment 
Station at Mayaguez. Continuing his forceful 
appeal for the development of the keeping of live 
stock, Mr. May continues : “ The automobile has 
driven the horse off the roads, but nothing can 
take the place of the hog on the farm. The hog 
will find its own living if it is kept on green pasture 
and given a little encouragement in refuse from 
the house. If carefully handled, hogs can be em­
ployed to useful purposes in harvesting certain 
crops, and even sometimes in cultivating. At this 
experiment station, a piece of coffee where young 
pigs were allowed to run gave a larger yield than 
that which was cultivated in the usual manner. 
At the Missouri Station they eliminated the codling 
moth from an orchard by allowing hogs to run in 
it at the time when the applies were dropping. The 
insects did not have time to change into the moth 
stage, as the hogs would eat the apples as fast 
as they dropped. Fences are necessary in hog 
raising. But aside from that, there is no great 
additional expense in raising hogs in Porto Rico. 
Sweet potatoes and peanuts are easy to grow here, 
and the hogs will harvest them, producing pork at 
a very low cost.”

office should be in a more public thoroughfare.”
Mr. Hall, in charge of H.M. Trade Commissioner’s 

office m Port of Spain, thought that £5,000 would, in 
the ordinary way, if one did not aim too high, be 
ample for the total expenses of the Trade Commis­
sioner’s office.

Finally, it was agreed : “ That the report be circu­
lated among members of the Chamber and as well 
forwarded to the Chambers of the other islands, which 
should be asked to join in the maintenance of such 
an^ institution in London as indicated in the report.

(2) That The West India Committee and others be 
approached for their fullest and frankest views on 
the subject.

“ (3) That the report be meanwhile re-committed.”
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.

By “ Agronomist.”

When it is considered what a nation loses from 
agricultural ignorance, it is folly to try and save 
on agricultural education.

* * *
The Queensland pine, said Sir Matthew Nathan 

recently at a Show in Wellington, Australia, is 
superior to pines grown in any other part of the 
world.

* * *
The first cotton-spinning factory in Australia is 

to be erected in a suburb of Sydney. It will em­
ploy about 1,000 hands, and is a consequence of 
the recent initiation of a cotton-growing industry 
in that country.

* * *
Experiments which have been "recently conducted 

with the view of increasing the proportion of hens 
to cocks in poultry raising go to show that, when a 
single pure breed is dealt with, the heavier eggs 
produce male birds and the lighter female.

* * *
The bee-eating bird (M crops ornatus) is a serious 

menace to bee-keeping in Australia. In fine 
weather these birds hang about the hives at a 
short distance from them, lying in wait for the 
bees, but when the bees stay at home in wet 
weather the birds go into the apiary after them.

* * *
It is considered in some poultry circles that the 

maximum number of eggs a hen can lay is under 
1 000 In Australia, however, there is a hen which 
up to' a recent date had laid 1,037 eggs since she 
commenced her remarkable career in 1917, and it 
is stated that, judging from appearances, her laying 
days will extend over several years to come.

* * *
A simple way of extracting the oil from citrus 

trees is by the sponge process. In this the slices 
of peel are pressed gently by the fingers against 
pieces of sponge to an extent sufficient to flatten 
the convex piece of peel as much as possible. Ine 
sponge is periodically squeezed, and one man wor - 
ing thus should be able to extract 1| lbs. of oil

per day. * * *
The results of some recent experimentsca.rri 

out in Yorkshire and Warwickshire by the K<*ear 
Department of the Olympia Agricultural Comp y 
point to the addition of a proportion of fish mea 
amounting to not more than one-tenth of 1the tota 
meal ration leading to a better consumption of food 
with consequent increased rate of 
record of the pigs thus fed is stated to.have been 
superior to that of those in which the fish meal 
was not included in the ration.

* * *
The average grains which make up a soil, says 

Mr Xuchinlech in the Tropical Agriculturist, are 
* o and a half times as heavy as waterS and a cubic 
foot of soil on ordinary tilth contains6° lbs. of 
particles and 10 lbs. of water. A 

water weighs 62| lbs, and such a soil, therefore, is 
composed of 16 volumes of water, 40 volumes of 
soil, and 44 volumes of air spaces. Each granule 
or particle or soil being surrounded by air space, 
excepting at those points at which it is in contact 
with other particles, it follows that the air spaces, 
however contorted in size and direction, must form 
continuous tubes in all directions through the soil.

* * *
In Palaeolithic times, says Miss Annie Belt in a 

recent number of the Bee World, man lived by the 
chase, and in order to get honey followed the bee 
to its home, where he cut the combs. Later on, in 
the bushman or semi-domesticated stage, he 
exerted a proprietary right over a hive which he 
had discovered, and robbed it of its honey every 
year. In Neolithic times man settled down in one 
spot, and was thus able to keep bees as well as to 
grow crops. According to Miss Bell, the first alco­
holic beverage made by man was fermented honey, 
the drink of the ancient Britons in the form of 
mead. ** *

Winter green oil is one of the native American 
essential oil industries, the true oil not being pro­
duced outside the United States. It is obtained 
from the leaves of the Gaultheria procumbens, a 
plant which grows wild in many parts of the North 
American Continent. The oil is recovered by dis­
tillation in a still, which commonly consists of a 
wooden vat fitted with a sheet-iron bottom, and 
having a capacity of from 600 to 1,000 lbs. of 
leaves. This is erected on a furnace constructed 
from flat rocks, clay, and mortar, while the still­
head is connected with a condensing coil inserted 
in a box supplied with water. In an article on the 
subject in Ungerer’s Bulletin, Mr. M. G. Teaster 
says that slightly under one per cent, of oil is ob­
tained from the leaves. Winter green oil is com­
posed almost entirely of methyl salicylate, the pr - 
portion of this body present being over 98 per

cent. * * *
There are two distinctive kinds of whisky, the 

one the result of direct fermentation of malted 
barley, with subsequent distillation m a pot-still, 
and the other in which unmalted grain of almost 
any description is used as the source of the spirit, 
and in which the distillation is conducted in a 
latent” still. The first, the original method of 
nfoduction, gives a spirit rich in flavouring and 
Emulating ‘‘esters,” which, like all good things, 
imprcv^ With the other kind, the use
of the patent still is compulsory if potable spirit is 
to be turned out. In order to get nd of^action­
able bodies which do not exist, or are found to a 
very small extent, in malt whisky, the spirit has to 
be distilled at a high strength, and whatever migh 
be of value in the “ester” line is almost,( 
tirelv lost. The spirit becomes almost silent, is 
devoid of distinctive characteristics, approximating 

^¡“quantities in unblended, unmalted gram 

whisky.
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

Barbados Crop Conditions:
Mr. J. H. Wilkinson reports that up to the 7th 

November, when he wrote, there had been three weeks 
hot sun in the Island, with the result that the canes 
were beginning to suffer. During the last few days, 
however, there had been sonic nice showers, although, 
unfortunately, these had not been general. .The top of 
St. Phillip’s and part of Christ Church, particularly, 
seemed to be left out, and the canes in these districts 
were suffering.—The new theatre, the Empire, was 
opened on October 18th, the first performance proving 
a great success.

Now that there is a regular steamship service be­
tween Barbados and Cuba, the Advocate understands 
that a good many labourers intend returning to Cuba 
on the assurance that they can return to their homes 
when they wish. The passage between the two islands 
is performed by the Webster Steamship Co. in five 
jayS.—.Mr. E. G. Chambers was elected a member 
of the St. Michael Vestry on October 23rd, to fill the 
vacancy created by the death of Mr. Louis Skinner.— 
In view of recent statements reflecting on the purity 
of the Government water supply, Professor J. P. 
d’Albuquerque, Island Professor of Chemistry, has 
written a minute in which he states that for drink­
ing purposes Barbados water ranks amongst the purest 
natural waters.-—His Honour Sir Herbert Greaves, 
C.I., on October 27th ordered the firm of John 
Black wood, Ltd., Engineers, to be wound up by the 
Court under Section 127 of the Companies Act, 1910, on 
the ground, inter alia, that the omission to pay a divi­
dend when its financial condition enabled one to be 
paid rendered it just and equitable that the Company 
should be wound up. It appeared from the judgment 
that the firm began to make a profit in 1916, and that 
by the end of 1921 the estimated value of its assets was 
£80,246, or exceeding £2 per share.—The Legislative 
Council have granted a pension of £150 per annum to 
Rev. H. A. Dalton, D.D., on his retirement from the 
Headmaster ship of Harrison College.—The Obituary 
List includes the name of Captain Charles Packer 
Bowen. Officer Commanding the Barbados Volunteer 
Reserve Force.

Grenada Cacao Deteriorating P

Mr. E- P. Smith, writing on November 4th, states 
that the Governor, Sir G. B. Haddon-Smith, returned 
to the Colony on October 26th, after paying official 
visits to St. Lucia. and St. Vincent. His Excellency, 
whilst in those islands, made certain pronouncements 
with regard to the impending introduction into the 
constitution of the elective principle, and is expected 
shortly to make a definite statement with regard to 
what is being done in this connection.—Major O. C. 
Heidenstam, the Chief of Police, who was absent from 
the Colony on leave, has also returned to the island._  
Consequent upon the resignation of Mr. E. D. Laborde, 
I.S.O., Mr. H. AV. Sharpe has been appointed to the 
post of Colonial Treasurer. Mr. D. C. Thomson suc­
ceeds Mr. Sharp in charge at Grenville, and Mr. I. C. 
Beaubrun will be Chief Treasury Clerk.—It has been 
notified for the information of persons desirous of giv­
ing information before it that the Committee recently 

appointed-to enquire into the conditions of the Medical 
Service of the Windward Islands will hold its first sit­
ting at the Legislative Council Chamber in this island 
on November 1 oth. His Honour R. T. Lobb, C.M.G., 
Administrator of St. Vincent, is the Chairman of this 
Committee, its other members including four from 
Grenada and two from each of the other islands, only 
three of the nine members of the Committee being 
medical men.--The death occurred recently in St. 
George’s of Mrs. L. C. Franco, the young wife of a 
prominent merchant.—The unfavourable prospects of 
the cacao industry are causing some concern locally. 
A correspondent of the West Indian draws attention 
to the marked decline in production which has occurred 
within recent years. It has also been brought forcibly 
to notice that importers abroad have ceased to regard 
our cacao with that favour which it merited some years 
ago, and which its present grade does not deserve. 
There is no doubt that Grenada cacao has deteriorated. 
Serious consideration is being given to the matter by 
the Agricultural and Commercial Society, which has 
already recommended to the Government a system of 
grading to be enforced by legislation. In this con­
nection it is also investigating the possibility and 
advisability of recommending the institution of an 
Agricultural Bank along lines similar to those re­
commended for adoption in Trinidad.—A sitting of the 
West Indian Court of Appeal will be held locally on 
November 17th.—The Exhibition fixed for the month 
of December has been postponed until early in 1923.

Revival of Jamaica's Industries.

Although, with the exception of bananas, Jamaica’s 
products have not been fetching good prices, they have 
been going forward freely, as is shown by the returns 
for the second quarter of this year, as compared with 
the corresponding quarter of 1921.

Annatto 
Cocoa... 
Coffee... 
Bananas 
Coconuts 
Logwood Extract 
Ruin ...
Sugar...

1922.
627,293 lbs.
30,135 cwts.
22,500 „

4,155,265 stems
8,011,100 nuts

3,817 packages
444,356 gals.
552,106 cwts.

1921.
249,763 lbs.

19,978 cwts.
14,382 „

2,705,541 stems
4,085,585 nuts

558 packages
298,309 ga's.
116,000 cwts.

It is reported by the Direct West India Cable Co. 
that the Bedford Construction Co., of Halifax, N.S., 
lias accepted the conditions laid down by the Govern­
ment in connection with the construction of the ex­
tension of the Jamaica Gai’emment Railway Line Irom 
Chapelton to Frankfield. Two permanent-way engi­
neers have arrived in Jamaica to serve in connection 
with the work.—The contract for the erection of the 
new Archbishop Nuttall Memorial Home at Newing­
ton, near Cross Roads, has been awarded to Messrs. 
Mais & Sant. When completed, the building will be 
a great acquisition to the community and will provide 
a highly suitable and lasting memorial to the late 
Archbishop Nuttall.—The proposal to construct a 
large dam at Hermitage to supply additional water to 
the Liguanea Plains has received approval. The dam 
will be the largest of its kind in the West Indies and 
will measure 600 feet in length and 120 feet in height, 
and will be able to impound five hundred million 
gallons of water. The constructional work will last 
two years. Advantage will be taken of the height of 
the dam to operate a small electric plant which will 
supply power for the lighting of streets and public
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buildings in Kingston and St. Andrew.—The Secretary 
of State has agreed to the renewal of advances 
to sugar planters by the Government on the 
condition that no further committals be made 
for continuing the system of Government ad­
vances after this year, without previous consultation 
with the Colonial Office.—The Atlantic Fruit Company 
have been reorganised and Mr. Lindsay Downer con­
firmed in his appointment as Division Manager of the 
Company in Jamiaca.—Mr. Bruce, the newly-appointed 
Resident Magistrate, has arrived from England to take 
up his position in St. Ann.-—Mr. J. H. Dodd, 
A.M.LC.E , Engineer of Ways and Works of the 
Jamaica Government Railway, has been offered and has 
accepted the position of chief of the Gold Coast Rail­
way.—Sir Anthony Coll has resigned the Chief Justice­
ship of Jamaica. His Honour Mr. 
de Freitas has been acting as Chief 
Justice during Sir Anthony’s 
absence on leave.—Mr. Neville 
Roots has been appointed Deputy 
Director of Public Works, and 
Mr. M. P. Tennant, Assistant 
Director.

Tobago’s Cacao Crop.
Writing on the ist November, 

Mr. Robert S. Reid reports th a1 
few showers and abundant sun­
shine are ripening up the cacao 
crop, and deliveries ought to be 
liberal between now and the end 
of the year.—The Franchise Com­
mission has not yet assembled foi 
lack of information and the 
absence of some of its members.

Trinidad’s Constitutional 
Changes.

The Governor has appointed 
Commissioners under the chair­
manship of Hon. W. C. Huggard,
K.C., LL.D., to make recom­
mendations upon Mr. Wood’s

of the Legislativeproposal that the Unofficial side _
Council should in future be composed of six nominated 

Mr. G. 
5. M. I.
Robert 
Sobri an

members, and seven elected members (assuming 
Tobago desires to be represented). The other members 
of the Commission are :—Hon. A. G. Bell, Sir Henty 
Alcazar, K.C-, Hon. W. G. Kay, O.B.E., Hon. Albert 
Cipriani, M.B.E., Hon. E. M. Lazarc, Hon. Key C. D. 
Laila, Hon. A. H. McShine, M.D., Mr. J D. Hobson, 

F. Hudgins, O.B.E., Mr. T. M. Kelshall, Dr. 
,aurence,°Mr. C. H. Pierre, Dr. E. Prada, Mr. 
S Reid, Mr. J. B. D. Sellier, and Mr. A. 

An outbreak of bud rot or ring disease in 
the coco-nut cultivation of the City Council farm at 
Cocoritc, is reported by the Trinidad Guardian oi 
October 26th. The causes of the disease as well as its 
means of cure, have so far baffled the scientific: officers 
of the Agricultural Department recourse havingbe 
had to the drastic expedient of cutting down all 
fcctcd trees.—The work of transferring the lepers from 
Cocorite to Chacachacare is now almost complete. 
The Apex oilfields have obtained from ^^^er - 
ment a mining lease over a number of lands at 

issssss 

manship of the acting Attorney-General. This Com­
mission was appointed in consequence of the decision 
of the Imperial Government that the Legislative 
Council shall in future be partly elective, and it 
is asked to advise as to the qualifications which should 
be required of candidates for seats on the Legislative 
Council, the qualifications of voters and the division 
of the Colony into electoral districts.—As a natural 
corollary of the recent election of City Councillors, 
when of the five candidates returned unopposed four 
were lawyers, a lawyer, Mr. Gaston Johnston, K.C., 
has been elected Mayor of Port of Spain.—The 
Governor, accompanied by a party composed of those 
chiefly concerned in promoting the enterprise, visited 
the reclamation works at Oropouche Lagoon on the 
i6th November. The works are making good pro-

A Picture House in Port of Spam.

o-ress and are expected upon their completion, in

^Carid^^^^

R^Hi^
shmdd“ shielded from finan- 

a? r Isnre at the present time, and that cacao espe- 
C?3 ^should be free from taxation, as it was being 
Cially should ~ be I on thls sub]€ct was
produced at aloss. 1 rf the Councl, that
^‘^uhurM Society might be "d^an oppor- 

tunity of submitting. November, marked the be- 
Caviito on Saturday, 18th * ^€ssrs.. Elders and 
o-inning of a monthly seme y gratifying
Fyffes’ steamers from ^’“““nked mice more with 
to patriotic Innidadians to British passenger
the Mother Country ^y a hne in fourteen days, 
steamers which make the passage
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JAMAICA’S GOVERNOR.

Movement for his Recall.

The affairs of Jamaica have recently obtained a 
certain prominence in the English Press, as a 
result of the vote of censure on the Government 
which was put forward by the elected members 
of the Legislative Council on November 28th.

When the Council met on November 21st, Sir 
Leslie Probyn was charged with having given an 
extra honorarium to Major Thomas, a 66 whole­
time ” official in respect of capital works for the 
railway without the authority of the Council. It 
was argued that this step opened the way to 
“graft.”

The leader of the elected side of the House said 
that the country desired a change in the manage­
ment of its affairs; the Governor and his principal 
officers should go and make way for progress. The 
country would be satisfied to pay them while they 
were away. The people were in no temper to 
stand further deception by officials, which was 
dragging them down to despair. Downing Street 
must understand that the presence of some officials 
was unwelcome.

Such speeches, cables the Times correspondent, 
have not been heard in the island for years. Be­
fore the Council met some members, it is under­
stood, received letters threatening their lives if 
they did not attend. The elected members then 
forced the Government to adjourn the session for 
one week to enable them to consider the position. 
On November 28th they held a conference, at 
which, in order to secure unanimity, it was agreed 
to omit the names of the Governor, the Colonial 
Secretary, and the Director of the Railway as the 
officers whose removal was desired.

When the Legislature met the House was filled to 
overflowing with spectators. Standing orders were 
suspended, and the House proceeded to discuss the 
motion, which stated that the Council deprecated 
the manner in which the Government deals with 
financial questions; the repeated expenditure of 
public moneys without the sanction of the Council 
in direct violation of the Constitution; the system 
of withholding information relating to public busi­
ness from the electives; the lack of bona fides and 
frankness displayed in the treatment of the elec­
tives—all of which was generally characteristic of 
the present Government. All public confidence in 
the Administration, the resolution continued, had 
been lost, owing to the manner in which the extra­
ordinary claim for the Railway Director’s Commis­
sion had been dealt with, the money being paid 
without previous submission to the Legislature. 
“ The Council hereby records its protest against 
such conduct, and also its absolute want of confi­
dence in the Administration.”

In the debate elected members said that the 
resolution was intended to benefit the Colonial 
Administration and restore the regard of the Colony 
for British prestige. It was intended to preserve 
love of Empire. No one would appreciate the step 
more than the home authorities when they found 
that they had made the mistake of sending out the 

wrong class of officials, who were dragging down 
the prestige of the Empire. Graft had been intro­
duced into the Colony’s services. The present 
Administration was the most disreputable that had 
ever governed the island, however painful it might 
be so say so. Misrepresentations had been made 
to the Colonial Office. The Governor had said he 
was unable to govern as he desired owing to 
superior forces. Who those forces were the elected 
members did not know, seeing that the Administra­
tion had the power to overcome them.

Amidst much excitement, the fourteen electives 
voted in favour of the motion; the vote of the 
Government side of the House was not taken. The 
electives will send a copy of the resolution to the 
Colonial Office.

Meanwhile, on November 25th, His Excellency 
had granted an interview to the Times correspon­
dent, in which he stated that the attitude of the 
elected members at the opening of the Session 
was quite reasonable, seeing that at the time they 
had not had an opportunity of studying the in­
formation given by the Government, as the Govern­
ment did not circulate printed messages before the 
Session started.

The Estimates for the capital works for the rail­
way had provided for £7,000 as remuneration for 
supervision, which was at the rate of 5 per cent. 
The moment the Estimates were sanctioned, the 
power to decide how the money is to be expended 
passes from the Council to the Executive. There 
was a precedent for such a step; a former director 
had been given an honorarium of £500, without 
reference to the Legislature, twelve years ago.

The present Director of Railways had been ap­
pointed on special terms, and was not compelled 
to supervise new works. The Executive gave him, 
with the approval of Mr. Churchill, a portion of the 
£7,000. He (Sir Leslie) had intended to inform 
the Council of the arrangement. The Director had 
sent back the cheque, asking the Executive, with­
out prejudice to his claim, to hold the money in 
trust pending the Duke of Devonshire’s decision. 
The Director had given an undertaking» not to draw 
any portion of the remainder until the matter was 
settled.

In order to remove causes of friction between 
the Executive and the electives, he intended to 
introduce a reform; whenever it became necessary 
to provide for supervision of capital works the 
Legislative Council would be asked to confirm the 
arrangement for the payment for such supervision.

In a letter published in The Times, of November 
27th, Sir Sydney Olivier wrote :—

“ I was Governor of Jamaica from 1907 to 1913. No 
honorarium or grant, in addition to salary, was made 
to the Director of the Railway during that period, 
either with or without reference to the Legislature. 
• • • I should like to record that the former 
Director referred to, the late Mr. James Richmond, 
C.M.G., cheerfully undertook, under my administra­
tion, the supervision, not only of large new capital 
works (not repairs or replacements), but also of the de­
partmental construction of a new branch of the rail­
way, without stipulating for or evincing any desire to 
receive any pay or commission whatever for these 
extraordinary capital works.”
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BRITISH HONDURAS.

Trade Steadily Maintained.

While last year cannot be described as a prosperous 
one, states Hon. Max Smith in his Report on British 
Honduras for 1921-2, the Colony and its inhabitants 
have not had much to complain of, and indeed have 
had much to be thankful for.

However, the low prices paid for chicle and the 
reduction in its export of over a million pounds, as 
compared with the preceding year, lessened consider­
ably the amount of money in circulation. In the 
Cayo District only about 200 labourers were signed 
on for chicle bleeding instead of the usual number of 
about 700. Again, owing to the reduced cultivation 
on many of the banana farms through the presence of 
Panama disease in the Stann Creek District, many 
labourers emigrated to Honduras. Fortunately, 
poverty, as known in some other countries, does not 
exist in the Colony. There is always work near at 
hand for those who want it and will accept a reason­
able wage. The average wages were, for mahogany 
cutting $14 a month plus rations, for agriculture §10, 
and for other work $11.50 a month. It is to be re­
gretted that apparently no records are kept either of 
immigration or of emigration. In the Corozal Dis­
trict a good road has been built across the Louisville 
Swamp, but the Colony is still urgently in need of 
good internal communications, the total length of 
metalled roads outside Belize being only about 30 
miles.

Last year was the first in which incomes were taxed 
in accordance with the law passed in 1920. Out of a 
population of 45,000 only 452 people were liable to the 
tax, the total assessment amounting to $72,279.

The value of the Colony’s trade was $6,388,591, of 
which imports contributed $3>343>I32 an(^ exports 
$3,045,459. The United States control the bulk of the 
trade, supplying 56 per cent, of the imports and taking 
76 per cent, of the exports. The Empire’s share was 
onlv 21 and 17 per cent, respectively. In spite of a 
falling off in prices, trade on the whole has been 

steadily maintained, and is in excess of that of 1917.
Much of the large area of scrub-land in the Colony 

is the result of wasteful deforestation by fire, which 
has been going on for centuries. It is to be hoped 
that with a new Forestry Department, a stop will be 
put to indiscriminate forest fires, and that people wi 
learn to become agriculturists in the only profitable 
wav, that is by using modem methods ofr tillage 
Sugar is still made in certain parts of the Northern 
and Southern districts, but only for local consump­
tion. A soap-making industry has been started in 
Stann Creek, cohune-nut oil being used in mak ng 

S°As regards the timber industry, Mr. Hummel, the 
Forestry" Officer, has arranged with concessionaires 
Florida'for the development of the 
tom between Sil tee River and Deep River, and it is 
expected that cutting and bleeding operations on a 
large scale will very shortly be entered upom^ 

while another Florida company flow of
siderable success on private lands, and 
turpentine is said to be satisfactory. In the latter 
paTof the year a substantial British timber concern 
sent a representative to the Colony tothe 

mahogany forests, and it is believe District,
ported favourably on the trees in e Railway
It is hoped in time to extend the Stann Creek Kauway 
to tap this district.

OUR WEST INDIAN LIBRARY.
Tariffs : A Study in Method. By T. E. G. 

Gregory, B.Sc. London, Charles Griffin & Co., 
1921. pp. xiii. + 518. 21s.

“ Damn Political Economy! ” the irate statesman 
is said to have exclaimed when told that certain 
cherished principles of his were opposed to the teach­
ings of that science. Whether we are disposed or 
not to share his impatience, it must be admitted that 
a time when the nations of the world seem vying with 
each other in building up their Customs barrier, when 
the United States have just enacted the most com­
plete experiment in protection as yet devised, and 
when even Great Britain has but lately abandoned, at 
present in a somewhat halting and irresolute fashion, 
her age-long adherence to a peculiar form of free trade, 
which was neither free nor particularly conducive to 
trade, such a time, then, seems singularly opportune 
for the careful examination of the basic ideas which 
underlie fiscal systems as practised by modem states.

It must be said at once that those who turn to Mr. 
Gregory’s treatise for an exposition of the merits of 
rival claims of Free Trade and Protection, of Reci­
procity and Retaliation, will come away disappointed. 
Whilst he does not reject a vigilantly critical outlook, 
it has not been the author’s aim to enter the field of 
these old (and often barren) controversies, but rather 
to describe impartially and from a comparative point 
of view the institutions actually at work. Originally 
designed on behalf of the London School of Economics 
for the guidance of Consular students, the book ful­
fils this object admirably, and moreover, supplies in a 
clear and authoritative manner the groundwork with­
out a knowledge of which arguing on these polemical 
topics is but beating the air.

On two questions the author does commit himself to 
definite conclusions. Thus he holds that the choice 
between specific and ad valorem duties has been 
finally determined in favour of the latter, whilst 
in the same way there is simply no question of the 
necessity for specialisation or differentiation between 
different grades of the same commodity.

Two useful chapters are devoted to Colonial Fiefer- 
ence, the first showing what is done in this respect by 
other nations, and the second setting forth in some 
detail the preferential system of the British 
Empire. The chief difficulty here has been the diver­
gent attitude assumed until recently by the United 
Kingdom and outlying portions of the Empire. 
Another difficulty occasionally arises through the dis­
inclination of certain foreign countries to recognise the 
claim that inter-imperial preferences are purely a 
“ domestic concern,” and to impose differential auties 
against those parts of the Empire which give favour­
able terms to imports from the Mother-country. The 
arguments for and the difficulties in the way of a 
complete Customs Union or at least a Customs Feder­
ation within the Empire are clearly shown.

The tariffs road is beset with pitfalls at every step, 
and we commend this book to all who are concerned 
with the drafting or enforcement of customs systems 
in the West Indian Colonies. Their difficulty in de­
vising a tariff which shall at once obtain the necessary 
revenue, be fair to the consumer and benefit or at any 
rite not hamper the Colony’s trade, is convincingly

shown.
WANT. t

Mrs Beach, late of Demerara, is taking charge o 
chiklren for holidays on the South Coast
Langtor, Matravers, Dorset; ‘ hea]thy
There is also accommodation for gue .
and bracing.
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PERSONAL NOTES.

Miss Maud M. Barrowes has resigned the posi­
tion of headmistress of Hampton School at Malvern, 
Jamaica, and is now in England.

* * *
The Hon. T. A. V. Best, Colonial Secretary of 

Trinidad and Tobago, hopes to return to England 
on leave of absence early this month.

Mr. Duncan Mackintosh, who is part proprietor 
of Riversdale Estate in Dominica, left London on 
Friday last on an extended tour through the West 
Indies.

* * *
Sir Willoughby Maycock, who died recently in 

London, was for many years a member of The 
West India Committee, his West Indian interests 
arising from his being trustee under the will of the 
proprietor of Maxwell’s Estate in Barbados.

* *
Sir Charles Davson, who recently retired, was 

Solicitor-General of British Guiana for seven years, 
and then a Puisne Judge in Mauritius for eight 
years, and not as otherwise stated. Moreover, his 
wife is a niece of, and not a daughter of Mr. W. A. 
Wolseley.

*

Mr. H. L. Q. Henriques, of the firm of D. Q. 
Henriques & Co., West India Merchants, leaves 
England, accompanied by his wife, in the s.s. 
Bay ano on January 13th for Jamaica, via Barbados 
and Trinidad. Mr. and Mrs. Henriques hope to 
spend a month in Jamaica, and propose to return 
direct.

#
Mr. T. Greenwood, an Hon. Treasurer of The 

West India Committee, who unsuccessfully con­
tested Hertford in the recent General Election, has 
been adopted as the Liberal candidate for the Hert­
ford Division. Though a Liberal, Mr. Greenwood 
has expressed himself as a strong supporter of the 
policy of Colonial Preference “up to the hilt,” to 
use his own words.

#
The appointment of Commodore Alan Hotham 

to be A.D.C. to the King, which was recently 
gazetted, will give his many friends in the West 
Indies, where he is affectionately remembered as 
Captain of H.M.S. Aeolus, genuine pleasure. Son 
of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Charles Hotham, who 
also paid a visit to the West Indies some years ago, 
Commodore Hotham served with distinction in 
H.M.S. Comus during the war, and has always 
evinced a keen interest in West Indian affairs. At 
present he is in H.M.S. Chatham with the New 
Zealand fleet.

Dr. J. J. Nunan, Attorney-Gen er al of British 
Guiana, who for the last two and a half years has 
been “seconded,” as it were, for service with the 
Austrian and Hungarian sections of the Repara­
tions Commission, returns to Georgetown next 
February or March. In co-operation with Sir 
William Goode, another friend of the West Indies, 

Dr. Nunan has done yeoman service for Europe, 
and it is a feather in his cap that the League of 
Nations should have adopted all the plans put for­
ward by the British delegation, which involves one 
of the largest financial arrangements known in his­
tory. Incidentally, Dr. Nunan has also completed 
his work in connection with the laws of British 
Guiana, which originally brought him to England 
a few years ago.

OBITUARY.

Sir Francis Fleming, K.C.M.G.
As we go to press we have learnt with deep re­

gret that Sir Francis Fleming, K.C.M.G., died at 
the age of 80, at his residence, Sydney Place, South 
Kensington, on December 4th.

Sir Francis Fleming enjoyed the distinction of 
having filled appointments in no fewer than eleven 
colonies. The son of James Fleming, Q.C., and Julia, 
daughter of Major John Canning, he was sent to school 
at Downside, and was called to the Bar by the Middle 
Temple in 1866. Three years later he became Crown 
Solicitor for Mauritius, being afterwards district 
and stipendiary magistrate. Service as District Judge 
first in the Seychelles and then in Jamaica followed, 
and in 1878 he became Attorney-General of Barbados 
and acting Chief Justice. He was also for a time 
acting Chief Justice of St. Lucia. In 1880 he was pri­
vate secretary to Sir G. C. Strahan, administering the 
Government of the Cape, and in 1881 removed to 
British Guiana as a Puisne Judge. In 18S3 he was 
transferred to Ceylon as Queen’s Advocate, later be­
coming Attorney-General and acting Chief Justice. 
In December, 1886, he returned to Mauritius as 
Colonial Secretary, and administered the Government 
from July, 1887, to December, 1888. Then he became 
Colonial Secretary of Hong Kong, and administered 
the Government there for nearly a year. In 1892 he 
received his first Governorship, that of Sierra Leone, 
and three years later he was transferred to the lee­
ward Islands, where he remained till his retirement in 
1901. Thereafter Sir Francis Fleming, who had been 
made C.M.G. in 1887 and K.C.M.G. in 1S92, did useful 
social. work. He was a member of the Distressed 
Colonial Seamen Committee, the Metropolitan Asylums 
Board, and throughout the war of The West Indian 
Contingent Committee, and he also devoted much 
time to parochial affairs in the district in which he 
resided. In 1892 he married Constance, daughter of 
Maurice D. Kavanagh, and had one son, who was 
killed in action in 1916.

Mr. John D’Aeth, I.S.O., M.I.C.E.
We regret to state that Mr. John D’Aeth died 

at Purley on November 21st.
The son of James Death, of Waltham Abbev and 

C lieshunt, he was born on August 10th, 1853, and was 
educated at Kings College, London. At the a^e of '>0 
he was appointed to the staff of the Public Works De­
partment, Jamaica, and after serving as District Engi­
neer in various parts of the island and supervising the 
construction of mountain roads, he was promoted to 
be Assistant Director of the Department, from 1902 till 
J in .Z9T4- For his services on relief works

alter the hurricane in Jamaica in August, 1903 he 
was mentioned in dispatches. He received the I S O 
m 1910.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
The vieics expressed by correspondents under this head­

ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committed 
Circular.

A Freak Coco-nut Palm.
Sir,—On page 291 of your issue No. 619 of June 

22nd last, you show a photograph of a corkscrew­
shaped coco-nut palm as to the cause of which you 
seek information.

Even were British Guiana in the hurricane belt, I 
think that the possibility of a succession of hurricanes 
having caused the spirality of the palm in question 
may be counted out. A coco-nut palm is resilient 
rather than pliable and in a hurricane or a strong gale, 
so long as the roots hold, the palm will bend with the 
wind to a great degree, but immediately the pressure 
has ceased it will spring back to its former position. 
The palm is supple, however, only up to a certain 
point, after which the top will break oft.

1 think it is probable that the cause of the palm 
growing in the peculiar manner indicated must be due 
to some disease. There is on this station a palm of 
about 12 to 15 years of age which, I am sure, if 
allowed to grow, will in time resemble the one in the 
photograph. At present the top of the palm is point­
ing downwards, but all the leaves, though bunched 
and crumpled, are green and otherwise healthy look- 
in<r. Even now there are signs of its resuming its 
upward growth, leaving a kink in the trunk similar 
to the first or bottom kink in the photograph.

I showed the photograph in the Circular to one of 
the natives on this station, who told me that they have 
a name for such trees— Laiza (crippled)—and that if a 
man were to climb to the top of the tree or allow one 
of the leaves to touch his body he would become a

The6 disease known as “bud rot” often has the 
effect of causing a palm to droop but, so far as I can 
ascertain, when “ bud rot ” has reached that stage 
it is fatal to the palm. (This disease is unmistakable 
on account of the foul odour given forth from t.ie top 

of the palm.) , , . .It is evident, therefore, that bud rot cannot have 
caused the peculiar growth, and I am inclined to think 
that it must have been caused by the same disease or 
weakness with which the palm I have mentioned is 

afflicted. Yours etc., Clifford Francis,
I I.B.M.'s District Officer.

Government Station,
British Solomon Islands 1 rotectorate,

October 3rd, 1922.

We are indebted to Mr. Clifford Francis for his 
interesting letter, which ^^^“^¿f^f^hich 

KJ K

Wfi^Mr ‘r^nc^tette  ̂ wide the

th »J»

west

India Committee Circular.

DEATH
SvBEY.-On No'emb^2^nh’ ¡HnX’contracted^

w “ liX only son of ». and Mrs. James 

J. Sabey, aged 84.

SYNTHETIC HONEY.
Attention is called in Commerce Reports, the 

journal of the United States Department of Com­
merce, to the increased use of artificial honey in 
Germany, owing to the shortage of meats and fats. 
Artificial honey is made from refined sugar, either 
cane or beet, and contains about 80 per cent, of 
sugar, the rest being water and honey flavour arti­
ficially conferred.’ Pre-war peak production was 
reached in 1905, the industry declining by 1913 to a 
point where the factories were working only at 
about 25 per cent, capacity.

The shortage of meats and fats during the war 
stimulated the industry, which became very pros-

A Freak Coco-nut Palm.
is the curious corkscrew palm photographed by 

Mr r E Bodkin, to which Mr. Clifford Francis refers 
M in Ids interesting letter published on this page, 

nerous until Government control of sugar limited 
the amount of raw material allocated to the honey 
^usSv However, despite all difficulties, post- 
w^^ueSon exceeded "the pre-war ̂ rom 300 per 

. /inn npr cent. At present the ia y 
operations are embarrassed through lack of sugar, 
°aS"nable to supply more tha* a “ 
the demand for artificial honey. f^ere are tr 
40 to 50 lar^e factories with about 150 smai 
-cookeries,”%o called. The annua1 produetion of 
honey is about 50,000 tons, which means a co 
sumption of about 40,000 tons of refined sugar.
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THE GOVERNORS OF JAMAICA.
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XIII. John White, President.

(Continued from page 543.)
On May 28th news was received that the 

French with some English renegades had landed 
on the north side. Martial law was declared, and 
Bourden took charge of the Militia. Steps were 
promptly taken for such defence as could be made, 
and inducements were offered to soldiers and sea­
men to serve on the vessels that were to go against 
them. Eight hundred pounds was voted to Peter 
Beckford for the repair of Fort Charles, especially 
the alteration of the port holes so as to allow the 
guns to be used properly, they being too short for 
the port holes as they were then constructed. The 
Port Royal, Spanish Town, and Liguanea regi­
ments were immediately called to arms, and em­
bargo was laid on all vessels, and the old Swan, 
which had been ordered to be broken up, was 
again put in commission.

On June 7th occurred the earthquake which 
devastated Port Royal. It is usually stated that 
the Council was sitting at the time, but from 
the account given below by the Rector it evidently 
had adjourned.

The Rector of Port Royal at the time, Dr. 
Heath, tells us in “A full Account of the Late 
Dreadful Earthquake at Port Royal, in Jamaica, 
written in two Letters from the Minister of that 
Place. From aboard the Granada, in Port Royal 
Harbour, June 22nd, 1692, Licensed September 
9th, 1692,” that

“ On Wednesday the 7th of June I had been at 
Church reading prayers which I did every day since I 
was rector of this place to keep up some show of 
religion among a most ungodly and debauched 
people, and was gone to a place hard by the church, 
where the merchants meet, and where the President of 
the council was, who acts now in Chief till we have 
a new Governor, who came into my company, and en­
gaged me to take a glass of wormwood wine with him, 
as a whet before dinner, he being my very good friend, 
I staid with him; upon which he lighted a pipe of 
tobacco which he was pretty long in taking; and not 
being willing to leave him before it was all out, this 
determined me from going to dinner to one Captain 
Rüden’s where I was to dine; whose house, upon the 
first concussion, sunk into the earth, and then into the 
sea, with his wife and family, and some that were come 
to dine with him : had I been there, I had been lost. 
But to return to the President, and his pipe of tobacco; 
before that was out, I found the ground rolling, and 
moving under my feet; upon which I said to him, 

Lord, Sir, what is that ? ’ He replied, being a very 
grave man, ‘ It is an earthquake; be not afraid, it will 
soon be over.’ But it increased and we heard the 
Church and Tower fall, upon which we ran to save 
ourselves, I quickly lost him and made towards 
Morgans fort, because being a wide open place, I 
thought to be there securest from the falling houses; 
but as I made towards it, I saw the earth open and 
swallow up a multitude of people; and the sea mount­
ing in upon them over the fortifications. . . .”

After he had prayed with the people he was taken 
.by some merchants on board “ a ship called the Storm-

Merchant, where I found the President safe, who was 
overjoyed to see me : there I continued that night, but 
could not sleep for the returns of the Earthquake 
almost every hour, which made all the Guns in the 
Ship to jarr and rattle.”

Proclamations were promptly issued for the 
safeguarding of property and the relief of the dis­
tressed. On July 18th the Council sent home the 
hitherto unpublished account :—

“ On the seaventh instant it pleased GOD to afflict 
this whole Island wth. an Earthquake, ye dreadfull­
ness whereof will sensibly enough appear in acquaint­
ing yor. lordships that in the space of two Minutes all 
the churches the Dwelling houses and sugar workes 
of the whole Island were throwne downe, two thirds 
of Port Royall swallowed up by the sea, all its Forts 
and fortifications demolished and great part of its 
Inhabitants miserably either knockt ot’h head ore 
drowned, as we are become by this an instance of GOD 
Almighty’s Severe Judgment, so wee hope we shall be 
of yor. Lordship’s Compassion.

“ We have in the Midst of this Confusion aply’d 
our selves with all vigor to the Restoreing of things, 
We have taken into their Majesties service the Richard 
and Sarah, a Mercht. ship where tho : to or : great loss 
in the Neglect of or : private affairs we sit de die in 
diem in Councill protecting the Merchts. in their 
fishing on the Ruins of their owne houses, Preventing 
Robbery and Stealing amongst the Ruins decideing 
Controversies and punishing Quarrells too frequently 
ariseing from the uncertain right of things, in sinking 
floating carcases, in takeing care of the sick and 
wounded, lastly in feeding and sustaining the necessi­
tous wch. must now be done out of ye country stock, 
all kinde of Stores being lost in the Ruin of Port 
Royall.

“ We have sett the Masters of ships to the Sounding 
a Channell Leading farther up into this harbour, where 
we are like to have a Seituation equal to port Royal in 
everything and exceeding it in its being Capable of 
Relei vi ng the Country or being on any invasion re­
lieved by it. This may it please yor. lordships we doe 
in all humble confidence hopeing your Lordships will 
consider us as we are all open and exposed to the 
attempts of the enemys by sea as well as land.

“ At land at this instant we are contending against 
a party of french wch. have been for some time ravage- 
ing the Northside of this Island and tho : we have sent 
a Proportionable force against them both by sea and 
land yet by reason of the violent Rains and Earth­
quakes at land and blowing weather at Sea, It has not 
pleased GOD as yet to make us able to give such acct, 
of them as we still hope to do. Amongst other acci­
dents of the Earthquakes, their Majesties Ship the 
Swan lying at the wharfes for careening was suckt 
amongst the houses of Port Royall, has lost her Gunns, 
Rigging, Cables and anchors, had her keel damaged 
and is on survey cast and wee must inform yor. lord­
ships that could repeated persuasions and even threats 
have prevailed on Capt. Nevill to any Degree of Dilli- 
gence the Swan had either been out of harbour or Rid 
out of danger. Many of the great Gunns of the forti­
fications are two fathoms under water and are in 
danger of being lost. The small armes of ye. Country 
are Generally broke by the fall of houses wch. gives 
us apprehensions from or. Slaves.”

“ This being the true State of or : Conditions wee 
most humbly beseech yor. lordships, effectually to 
intercede wth. their most gratious Majesties that we 
may have a Proportionable Releife in time and in all 
humility we think (till we shall be able to forty.) It
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•cannot be less then three fifth Rates wth. one or two 
good fourth Rates for a Battery together with, four or 
five hundred land souldiers and all sorts of armies 
and ammunition (great shot excepted) and that yor. 
lordships would procure us such a Governr. whose 
generous care and charty may be equall to the needs 
of this distressed place and we humbly take leave 
to Inform yor. lordships that a Tolerable choice may 
be made from amongst orselves. Till by the Blessing 
of GOD and ye Just & Equall administration of this 
Government, it may again grow to be a fitt Reward 
for greater persons. We humbly begg that this advice 
Sloop may be Spedily Returned and ye Master and 
the men protected, all wch. is humbly Submitted. We 
are, may it please yor. Honor.

“ Yor Lord ships Most humble Servts.

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

Jamaica, 
from on board the 
Richard and Sarah 
(Guardship), June 
the 20th, 1692.”

John White, P.C. 
John Bourden. 
Peter Heywood. 
Samuel Bernard. 
John Towers. 
Nicholas Laws. 
Francis Blackmore. 
Charles Knight. 
Thomas Sutton.

... Dec. 14

To From Packet Sailing
B’da, B’mas, & 

Jamaica . Liverpool ... Novian .. Dec. 9
West Indies Plymouth ... Macoris • ■ „ H
Jamaica . Bristol ... Patuca .. „ 12
B’dos & T’dad .. . Liverpool ... Antillian .. „ 16
B’da & Ja’ca . Bristol ... Coronado .. „ 16
West Indies . Dover ... Stuyvesant • • „ 16
B’mas, Ja’ca & 

B. Honduras .. . Liverpool ... Dramatist .. 23
Jamaica . Bristol ... Motagua • „ 26
West Indies . London ... Intaba .. „ 29
West Indies . Dover ... Van Rensselaer ........ 30
B’dos & T’dad.. . Liverpool ... Asian .. „ 30
B’dos, T’dad & 

Demerara , Glasgow ... Traveller .. „ 30

Amsterdam ... Commewijne
Demerara & 

Trinidad
B’da, B’has, Ja’ca

& B. H’das ... Halifax, N.S. . 
West Indies ... New York 
Ja’ca & B. H’as New York

(To be continued,)

THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Bermuda 
Barbados 
G’ada, T’dad

Demerara 
Bermuda 
Jamaica 
West Indies 
Bermuda 
Bermuda 
Jamaica

... New York 
... New York 
&

Canadian Forester
Guiana
Zacapa
Fort St. George ...
Vauban

Sailings to Jamaica,from Avonmouth, in R.M.S.Changuinola 
November 28th.

D’ara & T’dad .

New York 
New York 
New York 
Halifax, N.S. . 
New York 
New York 
New York
Amsterdam .

Mr.& Mr». T. Anderson 
Miss M. Anderson 
Mr. F. M. Borthwick 
Mr. & Mrs- W. Chivers 
Mr. C. Collingwood 
Mr. M. C. Coltrin 
Dr. & Mrs- L. O.

Crosswell 
Mrs. H. M. Culverwell 
Mr. F. K Farquharson 
Mr-R. A. N. Gordon 
Mr- I.. F. Grace 
Mr. F. Grove 
Miss E- Hall 
Mrs. E. V. Hawthorn 

& family

Mr. D- P. Heeter 
Rev. J. E Hogan,R-N. 
Dr-& Mrs. J. W. N.

Hudson 
The Misses Hudson (2) 
Mr. H. C. A. Hunter 
The Right Rev.

Bishop ol Jamaica 
Rev. & Mrs.J-L. Jarrett 
Miss F. H. Jarrett 
Mr. H. T. Ker 
Mr. B. P. Lee 
Mr. T. S. C. Lee 
Mr. W. F. Lowe 
Mr C- M- MacGregor

The Viscount 
Massereene & Ferrard

Mrs. E. Morris 
Miss I. M. Morris 
Miss A. Morton 
The Misses Myles (3) 
The Earl of Ossory 
Mr. J. Reed 
Mrs. D. M. Smith 
Mr. D. C. Vaz 
MissT. C. Vidal 
Mr. F. G. Vosper 
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Wood 
Lady N. T. Wolseley

West Indies 
B. Honduras 
Bermuda

New York 
New Orleans 
New York

. Maraval
,. Fort Victoria
. Metapan
. Caraquet
. Fort St. George ...
. Fort Victoria
. Sixaola
. Prins Frederik 

Hendrik ...
. Parima •••
. “U.F. Co. Steamer 

.. Fort St. George ...

„ 28
„ 29
„ 30
„ 30
„ 30 

1923. 
Jan. 2

„ 3
„ 3
„ 5
„ 6
„ io
„ io

11
12
13
13

Home arrivals from Jamaica in s.s. Coronado, Avonmouth,

November 26th :—
Miss M. M- Barrows 
Mr. C. A- Blain 
Mrs. G. M. Cocks 

& family
Mr- & Mrs. Kelly

Mri A. V. Roberts 
Mr. W. S. Semple 
Mrs. K. E. A.

Stephenson

Miss E. J- Tilley 
Mr- & Mrs. J. Prince 
Mr. L. Whitbourne

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail
-T-x « « "XT one

Sailings to West 
December 2nd :—
Mr. & Mrs. F.

Indies from Dover, in s.s. Venezuela,

Mr. L. R. Alston
The Rev. J. Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. G.

Channings
Mr. & Mrs. G. A.Clarke
Mr. i- A. Correa 
Mr. E. C. Cummins 
Mr. R. A. Davis 
Mr. F. W. Duffy 
Mr. W. S. Flemons 
Mr R. A. Godden 
Mr. S. L. Golds

Mr. T. A. Goodall 
Miss R-C. Griffith 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Harling 
MissM. K. V.

Hutchinson
Mr. G. F. Jones 
Mr. J- B. Jones 
The Rev. & Mrs. Josa 
Lady V. Knaggs 
Mr. H. G. Leonard 
Mr. D. Mackintosh 
Mr. B. Macrorie 
Mr- H. G. Massiah 
Mrs M. F- McDonald

The Misses Mouraille(2) 
Mr. D. Murray 
Mr. E. Newell 
Mrs- E Ommenay 
Mr. A- E. Page 
Mr- R-G. B- Pringle 
Mr. T. Robathan 
Mrs. A. L. Sealy 
Miss E- Tiestrail 
Mr. H- Weber 
Mr. J. A- Wharton 
Mr- D M. Wotherspoon 
Miss I. D. Wylie

from West Indies,Home arrivals
Plymouth, November ¿1st. —
„ ä M,« 1 Baeza Mr.A" Haughton Mr. & Mrs. J. Baeza s Lancaster
Captain J. (»rant

in s.s. Stuyvesant,

Mr. H. Littlepage
Mr. L. Short

G’ada, T’dad &
Den erara ••• New York 

Jamaica ... New York 
Bermuda ••• New York

Matura
Carillo
Fort Victoria

16
17
17

B da,B mas, J aCgalifelXj g Canadian Fisher 
Chaudière& Br. H’ras 

West Indies
Bermuda 
Jamaica 
Be muda 
West Indies 
Ja’ca & B. H’: 
Bermuda 
Jamaica 
Bermuda

. Halifax, N.S.

. New York
. New York
. New York
. New York

'ras London
... New York
... New York
... New York

.. Fort St. George
.. Tivives
.. Fort Victoria
.. Guiana
.. Zacapa
... Fort St. George
.. Metapan
.. Fort Victoria

18
19
20
24
24
26
27
27
31
31

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

The Houses of Parliament were opened in State 
by the King on November 21st.

Commander Bellairs on Nmem ¿¿“representatives of 

»«g&sbiÄ 

KÄS “ S S-S Confer- 

encTta advance of the Imperial Conference.
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minor ies 2200 2201.

Telegrams—
“ Cariò, London."

14, Triniti- Square, 
London, E.C.3. 
Dec. 5th, 1922.

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 12th.
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

In U.S.A. ...
.. France
.. Belgium
.. Italy

£ s.
18

2 8
2 12
3 18

21st 
d.

6
6
0
0

Dec. 5tl; 
£ s. d.

18 S In Spain ...
.. Germany
.. Austria
.. Holland

Nov. 21st 
£ s. d- 
1 3 1 

1300 0 0
Nominal 

18 10

Dec. 5th 
£ s. d.
1 3 2

1700 0 0 
Nominal

18 10

The value of the gold so veri gn is £1 Is. 5d.
SUGAR. During the fortnight the New York market 

has been firm, and prices have risen above the level of the 
previous four weeks, yesterday’s quotation being 5.78c. for 
duty-paid and landed Cubans, which is an increase of .25c. 
on last Summary’s quotation. This price is equivalent to 4c. 
c.i.f., or about 3.81c. f.o.b. The market yesterday was 
reported quiet and steady, with Cubans for January selling 
at 3.50c. c.&f.

Future market values were steady at: January 3.56c.; 
March 3.32c.; May 3.45c.; and July 3.56c.

The Home Market has been steady at about unchanged 
rates. Yesterday’s values were: London Granulated, 50/6; 
American Granulated, 50/- spot; West Indian Crystallised, 
42/- to 45/-; White Mauritius, 47/6 to 48/-; White Java, 
48/3 to 48/9. Cuban 96 deg. for February-March was quoted 
at 17/9 c.i.f.

Terminal market values were: White. January, 21/9; 
February, 21/11; March, 21/114; May, 22/4.

The West Indian sugar statistics in London on November 
25th were: —

1922.
Imports ... 41,445
Deliveries .- 38,734
Stock ... 8,610

1921. 1920.
46,000 61,056 Tons
46,175 56,142 „

8,229 13,050 „
RUM« There has been a better enquiry all round, and 

a moderate business is passing. A slightly better feeling 
is apparent in this market.

The stocks in London on November 25th were : —

Jamaica ... 
Demerara 
Total of all kinds

1922 1921
12,716 11,018
18,289 17,460
38,650 38,545

1920
10,167 Puns.
15,416 „
36,004 „

BALATA. The market s very firm, and prices on the 
fortnight have again advanced. West Indian sheet is- 
valued at 3/7 spot, and forward 3/4|, c.i.f.

COFFEE. There is practically no change to report in 
coffee. The demand for home-trade qualities (especially 
East African varieties) is good, but export kinds remain 
slow. No Jamaica has been offered recently, and the 
nominal quotation of 70/- to 75/- for gcod to fine ordinary 
is unchanged.

COPRA is generally firm, with West Indian f.m.s. 
quoted at £25 12s. 6d. net.

COTTON generally, is quiet, with little change in 
values. West Indian Sea Island is unchanged at: medium 
22d., fine 29d., and extra fine 35d.

HONEY continues to maintain the firmer tendency re­
ported in last Summary. To-day’s value of dark liquid to- 
fair setting is 37/6 to 45/-; and fair palish to fine pale set 
50/- to 62/6.

LIME PRODUCTS. Lime Oil. In the absence of a 
demand for Ilandpressed, quotations are nominal. Distilled 
is dearer, with second-hand sales at 2 2 per lb. Lime 
Juice. Some sales of good Dominica Raw have been 
made at 2/2 per gallon. Concentrated is dearer, with 
sales up to £18 5s.

LOGWOOD remains quiet, with only a small business 
passing. The last quotation .vas nominal, at £8 per ton.

ORANGE OIL. No business in Sweet is reported 
on the spot; sellers are asking 8/6. There is nothing 
doing in Bitter.

RUBBER, on the fortnight, has been active, and a 
large business has been done. Prices have advanced to- 
1'14 for spot crepe and sheet.

SPICES. The market for Pimento has been firm 
since the date of last Summary, and business for ship­
ment from Jamaica to Hamburg has been done at 18/6,. 
c.i.f. There has been a better demand for parcels on the 
spot, for which 2|d. has been paid, and holders are now 
asking 2|d. In Ginger there is no improvement in the 
demand ifor Jamaica. Nutmegs and Mace remain 
unchanged.

PETROLEUM. Production for November: United 
British Oilfields, Ltd., 4,273 tons.

The total exports from Trinidad for the ten months end­
ing October 31st amounted to 46,980,394 galls., as com 
pared with 35,775,598 galls, for the same period in 1921.

CACAO generally has been quiet on the fortnight, 
and prices are about unchanged. Trinidad on the spot is 
unchanged, with practically no business doing. Medium 
Grenada is quoted at 48/- to 50/-, with small sales reported.

Messrs. Edgar Tripp & Co. report that the shipment of 
Trinidad cacao for October amounted to 2,457,503 lbs., 
making a total for the ten months of 44,132,034 lbs. The 
figures for the past ten years were as follows : —

WEST INDIAN SECURITIES.

To
lbs.

same date 1921.................................. ... 69,735,672
„ „ 1920 .................................. ... 61,866,636
„ „ 1919 .................................. ... 57,201,499

„ 1918 .................................. ... 53,296,973
., 1917.................................. ... 67,890,372

1916..................................... 50,636,017
„ 1915.................................. ... 44,258,053
„ i911.................................. ... 60,745,517

„ ,. 1913.................................. ... 45,780,272
„ „ 1912 .................................. ... 40.143,025

The stocks in London on November 25th were :—
m , 1922. 1921.
Trinidad.............. 5,163 16,084 1920.

31,421 Bags.
Grenada............... 9,778 15,471 23,095 „
Total of all kinds 64,021 104,261 221,345 ..
ARROWROOT continues a slow market, with the

quotations given in last Summary unchanged—fine to good 
manufacturing 5|d. to 6d., and grocery 6d. to 7d.

8 % i The Colonial Bank

Div. i
4 % 1 Antigua 4 a Redeemable 1919-44 ...

34 % Barbados 34 & .. 1925-42 ...
4 % British Guiana 4 b .. .. 1935 .3 % British Guiana 3 1923-455i % British Guiana 5i % .... 1922 '
4 % Grenada 4 o ,, 1917-42...............4 % Jamaica 4 o .. .. 1934 ...............

34 % Jamaica 34 a .. 1919-49...............
3 % Jamaica 3 a .... 1922-44 ...............4 % St. Lucia 4 a . 1919-444 % Trinidad 4 a 1917-42 ...
3 % Trinidad 3 & .... 1922-44 ...............

8 % Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. Ordinary

6 % Angostura Bitters Part. Preference
6 % New Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 6% Debentures
— St. Madeleine Sugar............................
— Apex (Trinidad) Oilfields. Ltd.
— , Petroleum Options. Ltd.. 10 .
- ' Trinidad Central Oilfields ..
— Trinidad Dominion Oil. Ltd.. 10 -
— Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.. (£1)...
— United British Oilfields of Trinidad. Ltd.
— General Petroleum of Trinidad ...

Naparima Oilfields of Trinidad ...

— Direct West India Cable Co-
— : W, I. and Panama Tel. Co., Ltd.. Ordinary ...
— W. I. and Panama Tel. C<v Ltd-. 6% Cum. 1st. PreL
— W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd.. 2nd I

W. I. and Panama Tel. Co.. Ltd.. 5% Debentures '.'

Latest 
prices..
82-84 
73-75 
90-92 
70-73 
103-105 
82-84 
91-93 
78-80 
70-72 
81-83 
85-87 
69-71

51-6

94 99

110
11/3-

5 3
41 -
/UI

30 -
2d.

22/6
7/44

2/ioi
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MR. ASQUITH’S ADMISSION.

THE Safeguarding of Industries Act ceased to 
have any immediate interest for West 
Indians when it was announced that its aims 

were purely domestic in character, and that its pro­
visions were not to apply to foodstuffs such as sug 
and cocoa. Nevertheless the discussion regarding 
it in the debate on the Address in the House of

X- "ÙX 

limiting employment, and after a spirited debate 
the motion was defeated by 269 votes against 207. 
In the course of the debate many of the hackneyed 
“ sham Free Trade ” arguments were trotted out, 
the only really outstanding feature being an admis­
sion made by Mr. Asquith, who, according to the 
official report, said <e I have never made any con­
cealment of my own views about dumping. I 
never did in the great fiscal controversy carried on 
many years ago, when Mr. Joseph Chamberlain 
embarked on his campaign for what is called Tariff 
Reform. I have always said that Free Traders are 
not in any sense bound by their creed to be econo­
mic or fiscal quietists or tranquillists, and that if 
a case were made out where there was what I may 
call an organised attempt on the part of foreign 
producers acting, as they very often do, in rings 
and combinations under the shelter of a Protective 
Tariff of their own to try to undermine, oust and 
destroy particular branches of British production, 
there is nothing in the doctrine of Free Trade which 
compels me or any Free Trader to take that lying 
down.” He added that he had said that now for 
twenty-five years. This declaration gives us hope 
that if ever again the produce of the West Indies 
is faced by the danger of unfair competition with 
subsidised or bounty-fed produce from foreign 
countries, those colonies will have as their cham­
pions not only the Conservative Party, but also the 
« Wee Frees.” This is quite an encouraging out­
look; but we frankly cannot recall Mr Asquith 
having raised his voice to protest against the 
Continental bounties that were ruining the West 
Indian sugar industry less than twenty-five years 

ago-
THE SULPHATE OF AMMONIA COMBINE.

IT is not surprising to learn that exporters of 
sulphate of ammonia to British Colonies are 
complaining at having to pay more for that 

fertiliser than the farmer in England is charged for 
it This differentiation is one of the aftermaths of 
Government control. It will be recalled that 

thiscL^^

3. "15 then that the Board oi Agriculture sane- 
JkmZd a differentiation between the prices quoted 
R^t^a“^

shortage of food after the °Pe““fri°^^ 

"made. T wThoped, however that after Hie 

war the trade would resume its ordinary cours
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what has happened? Profiting by the experience 
gained during the period of Government control, 
the principal sulphate of ammonia producers have 
formed a combine and are quoting £18 per ton 
f.o.b. for 24| per cent, sulphate in double bags for 
export, as compared with a price equivalent to 
£15 10s. to the English farmer. Speaking at the 
second annual general meeting of the British Sul­
phate of Ammonia Federation, Ltd., on November 
16th, Mr. D. Milne Watson sought to justify this 
attitude. The market policy which the company 
adopted, 66 and which, if the district meetings re­
cently held were any guide, had met with very 
general approval by the members, and had enabled 
the company to reply to critics who were vocal 
enough when the federation was formed.” The 
critics said : “You are forming a trust, and you are 
going to try to squeeze the consumer.” “Well,” 
he added, “ I venture to question whether the home 
consumer would have got his supplies at £17 last 
spring while foreigners had to pay up to £22 if 
these gentlemen had had their way and there had 
been no federation. I also question whether, if 
these critics had prevailed, well over 60 per cent, 
of British production would have been of the best, 
neutral quality as it is to-day.” That is all very 
well. No one has complained of the quality of the 
goods delivered by the Federation; but there are 
many who will continue to be “ vocal ” whilst the 
combine is differentiating against them in favour 
of the home farmer. If it likes to charge the 
foreigner more than the British consumer for his 
sulphate of ammonia we could not object; but we 
do protest against our British West Indian con­
sumers having to pay more for an essential ferti­
liser than the English farmer. Elsewhere in the 
present issue we publish correspondence between 
the Secretary of The West India Committee and 
the Federation, which throws an interesting light 
on the methods of that body. Mr. Speyer, its 
secretary, as good as says that if the West Indian 
producers will inform him what their cost of pro­
duction is, and what profits they are making, their 
application to be placed on the same footing as the 
English farmer will be considered by his body. 
This ingenuous suggestion opens up vast possi­
bilities, and we can envisage the baker asking to 
see our income tax returns before quoting for the 
homely quartern loaf, and the old laws of supply 
and demand going to the wall. It is, we venture 
to think, most improbable that the West Indian 
producers will furnish Mr. Speyer with the in­
formation for which he asks. Meanwhile, perhaps 
the Federation will disclose the cost of production 
of sulphate of ammonia, and the profits derived 
from its sale. As to the combine, Mr. Milne 
Watson was perfectly frank. At the meet­
ing above referred to he said: “We lost 
members with a capacity of 3,556 tons per annum. 
We have retained members with a capacity of about 
300,000 tons per annum—representing over 90 per 
cent, of British production. That, I think, is quite 
satisfactory. But I have a more satisfactory and 
a much more significant piece of news for you to­
day. That is, that Synthetic Ammonia and 
Nitrates, Limited, whom I think I may fairly call 
the successful pioneers in the production of syn­

thetic ammonia in Great Britain, have decided to 
throw in their lot with us and to join the federa­
tion.” In the United States combines are illegal, 
and it is distinctly disturbing to find them spring­
ing up in this country, especially in connexion with 
a commodity that so closely affects the nation’s 
food supply as sulphate of ammonia.

THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE.

A Welcome to Sir Graeme Thomson.

Sir Graeme Thomson, K.C.B., the Governor- 
designate of British Guiana, attended a meeting of 
the Executive of The West India Committee on 
December 7th, when a discussion took place, in 
which Sir Edward Davson, Lieut.-Colonel Ivan 
Davson, O.B.E., Mr. S. Cameron, Mr. R. M. B. 
Parker, and Mr. H. J. J. Freeman took part, re­
garding various matters affecting the welfare of the 
South American Colony, with special reference to 
the subject of colonisation.

Mr. Wilson-Goode, the new Trade Commissioner 
for the West Indies, also attended, and received an 
assurance from the Chairman that The West India 
Committee would support the objects of his mis­
sion—the development of trade between the United 
Kingdom and the British West Indies. Sir Edward 
Davson emphasised the necessity of a Trade Com­
missioner visiting all the West Indian Colonies.

Mr. R. Rutherford presided, and the following 
were present :—

Mr. Cyril Gurney (Deputy-Chairman), Mr. W. 
Gillespie, Mr. E. A. de Pass, Mr. H. F. Previte, Mr. 
S. Cameron, Sir Edward Davson, Lieut.-Colonel Ivan 
Davson, O.B.E.. Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc., Mr. H. J. J. 
Freeman, Mr. E Luxmoore Marshall, Mr R. M. B. 
Parker, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, Mr. Algernon Aspinall, 
C.M.G. (Secretary), and Mr. Gilfred Knight (Assistant 
Secretary).

The seventeen candidates whose names are given 
below were admitted to membership of The West 
India Committee, bringing the number of members 
elected this year up to 184.

Names.

Mr. C. Victor Munn, J.P. 
(Jamaica).

Mr. J. Salles-Miquelle 
(St. Lucia).

Mr. Maurice Swabey 
(London).

Messrs. William Gossage & 
Sons, Ltd. (Country).

Mr. T. P. Mackenzie 
(Trinidad).

Mr. W. Mennell Walcott 
(Halifax, N.S.).

The Rev. John E. Levo 
(Virgin Islands).

Mr. Lindsay P. Downer 
(Jamaica).

Mr. G. H. Masson, M.D., 
D.Sc. (Trinidad).

Proposers and Seconders.

Lt.-Col. O. H. E. 
Marescaux.

Mr. E. Haughton 
Sanguinetti.

The Hon. G. Laffitte.
Mr. Henry de Devaux.
The Hon. G. Laffitte.
The Hon. Henry de 

Min vielle, J.P.
Mr. R. Rutherford.
Mr. W. Gillespie.
Mr. R. Poyntz Mackenzie.
Captain A. S. Arrindell.
Mr. R. Parkinson Goffe.
Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc.
Mr. W. Gillespie.
Mr. E. Luxmoore Marshall.
Mr. William Wilson, O.B.E. 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson.
Sir George R. Le Hunte, 

G.C.M.G.
Mr. E. A. de Pass.
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Name.

Mr. William Nowell, D.I.C. 
(Trinidad).

Mr. C. G. K. Dawkins 
(London).

The Northside Planters’ 
and Trelawny Penkeepers’ 
Association (Jamaica).

Mr. S. O. Dasent 
(East Africa).

Dr. J. H. Conyers

Messrs. Maconochie Bros., 
Ltd. (London).

Messrs. John Abrahams 
(London).

Major Pulteney W.
Malcolm (Bermuda).

Proposers and Seconders, 

f Mr. Robert Rutherford. 
\ Mr. W. Gillespie.
( Lt.-Col. O. H. E.
. Marescaux.
C Mr. Harold de Pass.

Ç The Hon. Guy S. Ewen.
j Mr. George Taylor, 

f Mr. J. M. Gray, J.P. 
\ Mr. J. H. Aikman. 
J Dr. A. F. M. Berkeley. 
( Sir Edward Davson.
( Mr. E. A. de Pass.
I Mr. Harold de Pass.
i Mr. Archibald Gordon.
( Lt.-Col. Ivan Davson, O.B.E.
( Mr. W. Gillespie.
I Mr. E. Luxmoore Marshall,

JAMAICA’S GOVERNOR.

Sir Leslie Probyn’s Offer to Resign.
In the last issue of The West India Committee 

Circular some particulars were given regarding the 
political crisis in Jamaica, which had been brought 
to a head by the introduction of a resolution into 
the Legislative Council recording want of confidence 
in the Administration. The fourteen elected mem­
bers voted in favour of the motion, while the vote 
on the Government side was not taken.

Now, the latest development in the dispute is the 
offer of the Governor to resign. Sir Leslie Probyn, 
it appears, informed the Duke of Devonshire, Secre-- 
tary of State for the Colonies, that he was prepared 
to resign if it were necessary in the best interests 
of the Colony.

The Duke of Devonshire has, however, replied 
that he will not accept Sir Leslie’s resignation.

THE SERVICE BUREAU.
During the past fortnight there has been no 

falling-off in the number and complexity of the en­
quiries which the Service Bureau of The West Lidia 
Committee has been called upon to answer. They 
range from one from a lady who wished to know 
whether she could bring her favourite cat to Eng 
land without it being quarantined, over a wide held 
of statistics relating to the sugar and cacao midus- 
tries, to another from a gentleman who wished for 
information as to the origin of hurricanes and the 
direction of their course. The latter was referred 
to Dr. Nicholl’s admirable little monograph on the 
subject which was published in Dommic> in Sep- 
. «u . I oct find to “Hurricanes and tropical jxc Xing Storms,” in the Committee’s reference 

Mas 

“nKpÄÄ of The West India
Committee* will make

t^di^ S information regarding 

their colonies.

WEST INDIAN CRICKET.

Team to Visit England in 1923.

With the approval of the M.C.C., it has now 
been definitely decided to send over a representa­
tive West Indian cricket team to England during 
next season (1923) to test conclusions with the 
Counties. As before, the West Indian Club has 
placed its organisation at the disposal of the 
visitors, and proposes to raise a guarantee fund to 
ensure the financial success of the tour. Mr. R. 
H. Mallet, who has again consented to act as 
manager, has arranged the following programme :

MAY.
19—v. Cambridge Univ., at Cambridge.
23 .—v. Sussex, at Brighton.
26 .—v. M.C.C., at Lord’s.
30 .—v. Hants, at Southampton.

JUNE.
2 .—v. Middlesex, at Lord’s.
6 .—v. Oxford Univ.., at Oxford (provisional).
9 .—v. Essex, at Leyton.

13 .—v. Durham, at Darlington (2 days).
16 .—v. Northumberland, at Newcastle (2 days).
20 .—-v. Derby, at Buxton.
23 .—v. Northants, at Northampton.
27 .—v. Lancs, at Manchester.
3o .—v. Cheshire, at Macclesfield (2 days). 

JULY.
4 .—v. Notts, at Nottingham.
7.—-v. Leicester, at Leicester.

H._ v. Wiltshire, at Swindon (2 days).
14.—v. Warwick, at Birmingham.
2O.—v. Lord Harris’s XL, at Belmont (2 days).
28.—v. Gloucester, at Bristol.

AUGUST.
1 .—,v. Surrey, at the Oval.
4 .—v. Glamorgan, at Cardigan.
8 .—v. Somerset at Taunton.

t8.—v. Kent, at Canterbury.
22 .—v. Norfolk, at Norwich (2 days).
29 ._v. Worcester, at Worcester.

The 1923 eleven will be the third West Indian 
team to visit England. The first came over under 
the captaincy of Mr. R. S. Aueher Warner m 1900 
and olaved 17 matches between June and August 

Oth winning 5 and losing 8, while 4 were drawn. 
The second team, of which Mr. H. B. Gardiner 
Austin was captain, played 19 matches between 
June nth and August 16th, 1906, winning 7 and 
losing 10, while 2 were drawn. The awakening of 
real interest in West Indian cricket may be said 
to date from 1895, when Mr. R. Slade Lucas s XL 
visited the West Indies. Subsequent English 
teams which visited those colonies were Mr^ (now 
Sir) Arthur Priestley’s and L°rd Hawke s m 1 ,
Viscount Brackley’s in 1905, and the M.C.C., cap 
tained by Mr. Arthur Somerset, m 1911.

Two of the mole-crickets-which play such havoc 
with lawns and pitches devoted to. the sport -th

on “exhibition” at the Zoological Gardens.
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VISCOUNT BURNHAM’S TOUR

Visits to the Bahamas and Jamaica.

Lord Burnham, accompanied by Lady Burnham 
and Mr. H. E. Turner, Secretary of the Empire 
Press Union, to whose forthcoming visit to the 
West Indies reference was made in The West India 
Committee Circular of September 28th (page 448), 
will leave England on January 10th in the Olympic 
for New York, whence he will proceed to Nassau, 
Bahamas, and Kingston, Jamaica, in the Orca. His 
stay in Jamaica is expected to last from February 
3rd to 17th.

At a meeting of the Council of the Empire Press 
Union on December 6th, Lord Burnham made the 
following reference to his coming tour :—

“When I was in Canada with many of my col­
leagues of the Press two years ago, I received a per­
sonal invitation from Mr. de Lisser, who is not only, 
of course, a newspaper editor and proprietor in 
Jamaica, but also is largely concerned in the public 
life of the island, to pay a visit to the West Indies. 
He said that it would be of great benefit from every 
point of view, not least from that of newspaper or­
ganisation and efficiency, if a visit were paid by the 
Empire Press Union, in'the person of its President and 
any of its officers or committee who could spare the 
time, to Jamaica at an early date, and if possible, of 
course,, to other West Indian Islands. I noted the 
invitation with great pleasure, and I assured him 
that I would try to find the necessary opportunity, if 
I could, in the next few years. That invitation was 
repeated in the course of the early autumn, after, I 
think, letters had passed between Mr. Turner and Mr. 
de Lisser, in a very emphatic way, and it was en­
dorsed by the Imperial Association of Jamaica, which 
is, I understand, a body representing all the interests 
of the island, and subsequently by those who speak 
for the different Parliaments or Legislative Councils. 
It so happens that I am Vice-Chairman, under Lord 
Balfour, of the . Empire Parliamentary Association, 
which has held its annual meeting, under the presi­
dency of the Speaker of the House of Commons, this 
morning, and, not unnaturally, the different Parlia­
mentary institutions in the island wished to come into 
closer contact with the Parliamentary Association at 
the same time as the Newspaper Press. Invitations 
were extended to the Empire Parliamentary Associa­
tion to send a delegation for that purpose. It has 
been found impossible to do it under the circumstances

Whl<-c11 do not really Permit of the absence 
of Members of Parliament—Members of the House of 
Commons, at all events—at this time, when there are 
such difficult questions before the House. On the 
other hand, it was the desire of the Empire Parlia­
mentary Association to take advantage of any visit of 
the sort I have outlined to draw closer the relations 
between the Parliamentary bodies out there and the 
Houses of Parliament here. That is not, of course 
our side of the matter. We are concerned here with 
the Press relations, and also, I think, taking a broad 
view of Imperial interest, not only the relations but 
also the Press conditions in the West Indies. ’

“It would be folly to pretend that the West Indies 
are very happy at the present moment, either in their 
political or in their industrial circumstances. There 
is a good deal of discontent and dissatisfaction as to 
what is wanting at present, in what they think thev
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have almost a right to on behalf of the Mother Coun­
try ; but, of course, I am not entering into that matter 
now. I believe that applies especially to the means 
of communication. As you know, the subsidy of the 
mail steamships has fallen through, and it is notorious 
that the Press rates and the telegraphic facilities arc 
very inadequate or prohibitive. The Press rates arc 
prohibitive and the facilities very inadequate. It is 
my hope that in going there one may be able to do 
something to improve the situation from several points 
of view. For that reason I accepted, with the proviso 
that one always has to put in as to the possibilities of 
the case, the invitation to Jamaica, and certainly one 
of the West Indian Islands besides, in the early 
months of the year. I do it, of course, of my indi­
vidual volition, but at the same time I believe—I 
hope—that I may obtain the assent and support of 
this country to represent the Empire Press Union in 
that way. (Hear, hear.)

“In communicating with Mr. de Lisser, I did adum­
brate some sort of conference, while I was there, with 
the Newspaper Press of the West Indies. In reply he 
says that the communications are so irregular and in­
sufficient that it may not be possible to bring many 
representatives of the newspapers of the other islands 
to Kingston at that time, but that they will all com­
municate in some way with him, and that it would be 
a great advantage to have a general discussion in re­
gard to the interests of the Newspaper Press, looked 
at in the clearest light, whilst I am there. Personally 
I do not think that I could undertake without assist­
ance to put into form any proposals that may be made, 
nor to work out the details of any reforms that may 
be suggested. For that reason I wish to be accom­
panied by Mr. Turner. He, of course, in the servant 
of this Union, and he cannot go without the leave of 
the Council. He will be able to make such arrange­
ments that none of the business of our Overseas 
Circle or of our home members will be neglected, and 
I think it would be an advantage to him to come into 
personal contact with those who manage and conduct 
the newspapers of the West Indies. We all feel that 
the West Indies are perhaps the most afflicted part of 
our Imperial patrimony. That is saying a good deal, 
I know, but we all feel that on the whole; and if we 
can do anything to remove that reproach, in however 
slight a degree, it will, of course, be to the good. May 
I point out, too, that it intimately concerns our Cana­
dian branch, because, as we know there are special 
arrangements now between Canada and the West 
Indies in regard to preferential tenns of trade, and I 
fancy that every year the ties between Canada and the 
West Indies are becoming closer. Therefore, in a 
sense, in doing anything in regard to the West Indian 
Press, we shall be acting on behalf of the Canadian 
branch as well as for ourselves. If it were possible 
for a representative of the Canadian Press to be there 
at the same time, it would, of course, be of great ad­
vantage, but I do not know whether, beyond local 
correspondence, they have the means of sending any 
special delegation or representative. I put this before 
you, ladies and gentlemen, because I am rather con­
fident that you will think on the whole it is a good 
move, and that you will be prepared to support it. It 
seems to me to be continuing the work of the Imperial 
Press Conferences, so far as circumstances allow, on 
the same lines and in the same spirit. I venture, 
therefore, to ask you to grant leave of absence to Mr. 
Turner for that purpose for a period of eight weeks, 
sailing on the joth of January from this country, and 
being able to report for duty again about the lie^in- 
ning of March.”
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CABLE COMMUNICATION.

West Indian telegraphic communications were 
very fully discussed at a meeting of the Cable and 
Wireless Communications Committee of the Empire 
Press Union, on December 15th.

Mr. Algernon Aspinall, Secretary of The West India 
Committee, attended the meeting by invitation, and 
explained the needs of that part of the Empire for 
more adequate means of communication with the 
Mother Country. Jamaica, he said, was better off than 
the other islands, and the cable there was working 
quite efficiently. In the other is­
lands, however, interruptions had 
been constant, almost every mes­
sage was mutilated, and the Press 
rates were as high as is. a word, 
which stifled enterprise and
meant that Press messages did 
not pass freely between this
country and the West Indies. 
Telegraphically the British West 
Indies were served by (a) The 
Halifax and Bermuda Cable Com­
pany and the Direct West India 
Cable Company; (b) the West
India and Panama Telegraph 
Company and the Cuba Sub­
marine Telegraph Company; and 
(c) a few wireless stations. The 
sendee of the first series was en­
tirely satisfactory’, and since the 
subsidy from the Government of 
Jamaica to the Direct West India 
Cable Company was reduced in 
1903 from £2,000 to £.1,000 per an­
num no reductions had been made 
in the Press messages supplied, 
and the company at the present 
time was supplying Jamaica with 
over 2,000 words daily at a cost 
exceeding the £1,000 received 
from the Jamaica Government. 
The second service, which linked 
up the West Indies with Key 
West, Florida, had been most un­
satisfactory and the subject of 
constant complaints. The com­
pany had duplicate cables, and even 
when both were working, the mes­
sages must pass through foreign
territory twice on their way to the British Antilles. 
Messages could only be sent via Bermuda when the 
senders insisted on so marking messages, and 
block rates were imposed against Via Bermu 
traffic bv the West India and Panama Telegraph Com­
pany, which insisted that the words £
office of origin should be paid lor on all this traffic. 
^»a=ss&sg
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perial and Canadian Governments and ™
Colonial funds) in return for
this agreement would "o^P*gcoll’apsed. 

Meanwhile, raphi^ ’communication beyond
« cÄ For months the principal

British West Indian islands and British Guiana were
practically cut off from cable communication, and this, 
coming at a time when the ' '_ sugar crop was being 
reaped and the sugar market was in an excited state, 
resulted in losses computed to amount to the best part 
of £1,000,000. This state of affairs brought about a 
crisis in the finances of the West India and Panama
Telegraph Company, and eventually the Governments 
concerned sanctioned an increase in the message rate 
by 6d. per word on the through rate and by one-third 
of the present charges on the inter-islands routes up 
to March 31st next, and the agreement sanctioning 
these increases was adopted by Parliament on Decem­
ber Sth, 1922. This brought the general West Indian 

Viscount Burnham, C.H.
Lord Burnham, who as President of the Empire Press Union and of the Parliamentary 
Association, is about to visit Jamaica (and Nassau en route) at the invitation of the 
Jamaica Imperial Association. Proprietor of the Darly Telegraph, Lord Burnham, 
then the Hon H. L. W. Lawson represented the Mile End Division in the House of 
Commons from 1910 until 1916, when he succeeded his father as Baron Burnham. He 

was created a Viscount m 1819.
message rate to 3s. a word, compared with 2S; 6d. per 
word under the previous agreement, and with rates 
varying from 4s. 2d. to as much as 5s. 6d. per word 
immediately before. It was recognised that this in­
crease was purely a temporary measure, and it was 
doubtful whether it would achieve its purpose of bring- 
in»- in more revenue, since many considered that it 
would be followed by a falling-off in the traffic. The 
best that could be done in the circumstances, how­
ever was to emphasise the importance of taking ear J y 
steps to provide for the laying of new cables betore 
the present contract expired in August, 1924.

The West India Committee, said Mr Aspinall, had 
for many years past consistently urged that.the^be^t 
means of dealing with the question of West Indian 
cable communication would be by j

S ^^X^d that 

negotiations for carrying out these proposals were now
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proceeding, though it was probable that it might be 
necessary to lay the new cables from Purks Islands to 
the Lesser Antilles instead of direct from Bermuda, 
owing to the fact that a survey of the bed of the 
ocean between Bermuda and Barbados would be costly. 
In regard to the third series—wireless—Mr. Aspinall 
said the sub-committee appointed by the Imperial 
Communications Committee in 1920 rejected wireless 
on account of the heavy cost which would be involved, 
strategic considerations, and difficulty due to atmo­
spherics. Many, however, were convinced that wire­
less could be used effectively in the West Indies in 
support of the cable system, though the immediate 
object to be aimed at should undoubtedly be the ex­
tension of the Halifax-Bermuda cables to the Lesser 
Antilles, either direct or via the Turks Islands.

Lord Burnham, who followed, read a statement con­
cerning the possibilities of wireless telegraphy for the 
West Indies. The upkeep of cables in the West 
Indies, it said, was exceptionally heavy owing to the 
fact that the cables were laid on a sea-bed of a vol­
canic character, the cables being damaged at frequent 
intervals by chafing on the rocky bottom. This pecu­
liar disadvantage did not apply to wireless. Marconi’s 
Wireless Telegraph Co. had plans for the erection and 
operation of stations 'which would provide for local 
needs and the much-desired channel of wireless com­
munication to and from the West Indies.

Sir Roderick Jones (Reuter’s) said a great case had 
been made out for inter-island and wireless communi­
cation, but it was a question of money. Until Govern­
ments or indiviluals were prepared to put up the 
money there would not be any improvement. What 
was really wanted was an improvement in the cable 
system, together with co-operation between the cable 
and wireless systems. This, of course, pre-supposed 
the expenditure of money, and at present there seemed 
no inclination on the part of Governments to spend.

Lord Burnham then moved a resolution, which was 
seconded by Sir Roderick Jones and carried unani­
mously, calling attention to the difficulties and uncer­
tainties of telegraphic communication with and be­
tween the West Indian islands, and to the high mes­
sage rates, which effectively prevent any interchange 
of Press news other than that contained in the official 
bulletins, and urging his Majesty’s Government and 
the other Governments concerned to take prompt and 
active measures to procure the extension of the cable 
system from Bermuda to Barbados, Trinidad, and 
British Guiana, either direct or by way of Turks 
Islands, and to make arrangements for linking up the 
smaller islands by wireless wherever practicable.

mg point concerning the machinery section of the 
show was that a prominent firm thought the 
writer’s suggestion practicable to establish a 
machine and implement-testing station at the West 
Indian Agricultural College, the machines and im­
plements being supplied on a special basis as re­
gards costs.

West Indians will have learnt that both the King 
and the Prince of Wales were successful at this 
year’s show, His Majesty securing a larger number 
of individual prizes than anv other breeder The 
only unsatisfactory feature of the show w’as the 
prominent claims of molassine as a cattle food 
English breeders need to realise that the sugar-can^ 
product, “Molascuit,” is far preferable to the 

beet ” product.

SMITHFIELD CATTLE SHOW.

Points of Interest to the West Indies.

By W. R. Dunlop.

An English cattle show which is primarily devoted 
to the exhibition of fattened beasts might reason 
ably be considered to have little practical bearing 
on tropical agriculture; but it so happens that the 
Smithfield show is much more comprehensive than 
its name implies, and even in regard to the display 
of fattened cattle there are points of interest for 
the West Indian planter.

To anyone whose eyes have become used to West 
Indian herds, the square, well-covered animals at 
Smithfield this year, with backs as flat as the top 
of a table, seemed almost like freakish phenomena. 
The Herefords, a breed popular in the West Indies, 
were well represented, and from figures published 
recently in the Agricultural Gazette the average 
gain per day in lbs. of the exhibited beasts while 
fattening was 2.03. For Red Polls and Aberdeen 
Angus, breeds favoured in Trinidad and Jamaica 
respectively, the daily fattening figures were 1.77 
and 1.86. The Friesian (Holstein) average was 
2.06. This is rather interesting because this Dutch 
breed is greatly favoured for milk in the West 
Indies, and the figure just given may be suggestive 
as to its possibilities for meat.

The champion beast of the show was Sir Richard 
Cooper’s “ Blue Bill ”—a two and a half year old 
Shorthorn-Aberdeen Angus steer which weighed 
15 cwt. 3 qrs. 24 lbs.

Fat sheep and pigs are represented at the Smith- 
field show, as well as cattle. Amongst pigs, the 
Large Blacks, a breed well suited to the West 
Indies, were prominent this year. Of all breeds 
they showed the highest gain per day while fatten­
ing, the figure being 1.47, against 1.21 lbs. for 
Berkshires—another popular West Indian pig. 
While these figures are suggestive, they must not 
be taken as absolutely discriminative for reasons 
that are statistical. Perhaps their greatest value 
will be encouraSe West Indian breeders to weigh 
their own pigs systematically for purposes of com­
parison. English breeders can scarcely believe that 
animals are never weighed in the West Indies.

Agricultural machinery was a prominent feature 
01 this year s show. There was a good display of 
tractors, but the steam cable still seems to be hold­
ing its own. A prominent firm’s representative 
stated that where crude oil is available at a cheap 
rate, steam power is far more economical than the 
internal combustion engine. Asked why English 
prices were so high compared with American, the 
reply was that depreciation is less. There was in­
teresting refrigerating machinery on view. A plant 
for bacon curing, to deal with about forty pigs a 
week under English conditions, was quoted at £200. 
lor tropical conditions, where higher temperatures 
Te. bt°ver™i"e> the Price (c.i.f.) would be 
about double. This information has reference to 
recent proposals in connection with starting a pork 
and bacon factory in the West Indies. An interest-

(Continued at foot of next column.)
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SOME NOTES OF INTEREST.

“ Ebry someting know him own trouble.”
* * *

In the leading article in last issue on the subject 
of Pellagra in Barbados, “ sodium tri-sulphite ” 
should read “ Tri-sodium citrate.”

* * *
It is difficult to see how rum can be made to 

figure as sherry, but in 1921 a conviction was ob­
tained in Jamaica in the case of rum flavoured 
locally being sold as such.

* * *
In Hawaii, the Sugar Planters’ Association 

spends about a million dollars yearly in the employ­
ment of experts and in keeping in touch with the 
developments of the sugar industry in other parts 
of the world.

* * *
The commercial production of oil from pea-nuts 

has developed largely in the last few years, and as 
a result there is now a considerable amount of 
pea-nut cake manufactured suitable for feed pur­
poses for stock.

* * *
In the last United States Budget as passed by 

Congress, the sum allocated to the Department of 
Agriculture was $36,774,173, which included 
$800,000 for printing. The largest allotment was 
to the Bureau of Animal Industry, which receives 
$6,968,076.

* * *
Sir Leslie Scott, K.C., M.P., has been ap­

pointed a Director of the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Co. Sir Leslie, who represents the Exchange 
Division of Liverpool, is an acknowledged authority 
on Maritime Law, and has many other wide and 
varied interests, notably agricultural organisation, 
housing, and social reform.

* * *
As the outcome of the interest awakened by an 

account of the British Empire Exhibition’s aims and 
activities contributed by the writer of the London 
Letter in the Trinidad Guardian, it is understood 
that the Legislature of Trinidad will have under 
consideration early in the new year the question oi 
participation in the Exhibition.

* * *
No one could truthfully assert that the British 

West Indies have not recently been receiving their 
fair share of attention from the Press. P”“« 
past fortnight articles regarding the West■ 13^ 
Agricultural College have appeared in The Field, 
bv Mr W. R. Dunlop (December 2nd), m 1 he 
Statist of the same date and in Natureby Profes­
sor J. B. Farmer, F.R.S. (December 9th).

* * *
For the five years preceding the annexation of 

the Philippines by the United States the average 
suoar export was much the same a s it is now, viz., 

tons annually. The only difference , that 
in the Spanish days the exports consisted of low- 
grade Muscovado, while now they are principally 

centrifugal sugar. The quantity of canes grown 
would, therefore, be less now than in the Spanish 
days.

W -TV
The annual dinner of the staff of Elders & Fyffes, 

Ltd., which was held at the Connaught Rooms on 
December 1st, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Robert Clark, again demonstrated the loyalty of 
the members and employees of that great firm. 
The proceedings were marked by the enthusiasm 
of the participants, who cheered the amusing 
speeches of Mr. A. H. Stockley, Mr. A. Roger 
Ackerley, and others, to the echo.

* * *
Some idea of the magnitude of the British Em­

pire Exhibition may be gauged from the following 
list of material used in the construction of its build­
ings and stadium up to the end of November :— 
Cement, 6,800 tons; ballast, 35,400 tons; bricks, 
360,000 ; ashes, 14,200 tons ; coal, 1,975 tons; sand, 
5,400 tons; roofing, 3,000 squares; reinforcing steel, 
1,350 tons; constructional steel, 1,350 tons; and 
drain pipes, 36,000 feet.

# * *
The following have been amongst the visitors to 

The West India Committee Rooms during the past 
fortnight :— _

Hon T. A. V. Best, C.M.G., C.B.E., Mr. E. H. 
Brown, Mr. R. Bryson, Mr. C. C. Bynoe, Sir Charles 
Davson, K.C., Mr. Benjamin Gainfort, Sir William 
Grey-Wilson, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Mr. A. K. Petrie- 
Hay, Mr. W. A. R. McRae, Mrs. E. A. Robinson, Mr. 
J Herbert Scrutton, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Smith, Dr. 
Tolkonsky, Major and Mrs. Randolph Rust, and Lady 
Dorothy Wood.

* * *
The Rev. Mr. Smith, in his “Natural History 

of Nevis,” published in 1745, states that Mount 
Misery, the dormant volcano in St. Kitts, received 
its name through a “ rash, foolhardy Person, who 
in attempting to get up so steep a Precipice fell 
backwards, and met with Ph&ton s destiny, of 
course.” According to Joseph John Gurney s A 
Winter in the West Indies,” 1841, it was decided, 
after the emancipation of the slaves, to rename 
the mountain “ Mount Liberty. It is still, how­
ever, called Mount Misery.

*
Annatto seed is largely imported by certain 

Danish manufacturers for use in the manufacture 
nf butter-colouring material. they boil it wnn 
certain other ingredients, including linseed oil, boric 
acid, soda, salt and timuol, to form the finished 
butter-colouring which is generally use y 
Danish dairies. This Danish product is sold by 
wXht in quantities as desired by the consumers. 
Thf price of annatto seed varies very considerably 
according to the quality there being several quali­
ties offered on the Danish market.

* * *
Mr W. Fawcett, B.Sc., late Director of Public 

Gardens and Plantations in Jamaica, is throwing 
much energy and enthusiasm into the proposals for 
Xbli& west Indian Garden at the British 
Empire Exhibition. Since his retirement, 1 
Fawcett has been busily engaged m writing Th
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Flora of Jamaica,” of which three volumes have 
already been published by the British Museum. 
Each volume has taken no less than four years to 
compile, which shows what a mass of research work 
is involved in this labour of love.

at. az. az-
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The sugar content of the beets in the 1922 
United States beet crop has been lower than usual, 
and coincides with the drop in the beet sugar con­
tent in Germany and other parts of the world. As 
Facts about Sugar points out, this parallel relation 
between the quality of the roots in widely separated 
producing countries has been noticed for some 
years, and beet sugar agriculturists consider it as 
being more than a coincidence, and that it is due 
to a surplus or deficiency of some meteorological 
factor on a world-wide, universal scale.

* * *
Several sons of Jamaica figure in the list of 

academic successes gained by Rhodes Scholars at 
Oxford during the present year. These include 
Mr. J. D. Mills (Lincoln), who obtained a Second 
Class in the final honour School of Natural Science; 
Mr. C. M. Coke, of the same college, who was 
placed by the examiners in the Third Class in the 
“ Greats ” School; and Mr. M. V. Lockett (St. 
John’s), who passed Part I. of the final honour 
School of Chemistry; whilst Mr. C. McL. Morales 
(Oriel) obtained an Education Diploma. Mr. 
Mills had also the distinction of being awarded 
the Theodore Williams Scholarship in Pathology.

* * *
The July number of the Philippine Journal of 

Science, on the subject of etherised alcohol for 
motors, says : “ The alcohol mixtures have been 
thoroughly tested, and they compare favourably 
with gasolene. The mileage obtained is equal or 
superior to that obtained with gasolene; there is 
no carbon deposit left in the cylinders; the acids 
formed are neutralised by the pyridine or am­
monia present, hence there is no corrosion; there 
is less tendency toward knocking, resulting in a 
smoother running engine; the heat of combustion 
is lower, hence the engine is less liable to overheat; 
m case of fire it can be extinguished with water; 
an engine can be started more easily from the cold 
than with gasoline; there is less fouling of the spark 
plugs and lower consumption of oil.”

Lob-lollie.— But the Negres ufe the Mayes 
another way, which is, toafting the ears of it at 
the fire, and fo eating it warm off the eare. And 
we have a way to feed our Christian fervants with 
this Mmes which is, by pounding it in a large 
Morter, and boyling it in water, to the thickneffe of 
Frumentie; and fo put in a Tray fuch a quantity, 
as will ferve a meffe of seven or eight people • 
give, it them cold, and fcarce afford them fait with 
it. This we call Lob-lollie. But the Negres when 
they come to be fed with this, are much difcon 
tented,.and crie out, O!O! No more Lob-lob. 
Richard Ligon, 1657.

West Indian recipes for publication in this 
column will be welcomed by the Editor.

WEST INDIAN TRADE.

Mr. A. W. Hall’s Valuable Report.

The Department of Overseas Trade has just pub­
lished a Report on economic and financial condi­
tions in the British West Indies, up to June 30th, 
1922, written by Mr. A. W. H. Hall, Officer-in- 
charge, Trade Commissioner’s Office, Trinidad. 
The report follows the lines of that issued last year, 
and contains chapters on Finance, Industries and 
Exports, Imports (with especial reference to 
foreign competition), Transport and Communica­
tions, Legislation, and Social Questions.

The Report is furnished with exhaustive trade 
and other statistics for the years 1920 and 1921, 
besides shipping figures for the years 1913, 1920 
and 1921, and the following table showing the area, 
population, revenue, and trade of the Colonies in 
the territory covered by H.M. Trade Commissioner 
in the British West Indies will sufficiently indicate 
the thoroughness with which Mr. Hall has per­
formed his task :—

+ 1919.

Revenue, 
1921.

~£~ 
1,960,168

Exports, 
1921.

£ 
3,357,692

Imports 
1921.

£ 
5,473,790

__ __
1,867,944 4,683,988 6,903,694

968,947 3,424,490 3,272,968
340,813 1,467,903 2,642,273
470,987 378,170 1.095,999
171,927 1,051,181* 1,224,315*

87,948 582,450* 388.360
83,841 768,364* 564,117*
57,339 231.640* 286,168*
17,871 65,696 43,090
12,259 12.964+ 14,853+

97,932 279,217 258,711
99,147 207,548 217,507

53,806 130,739 144,543
219,753* 265,868* 1,414.250’

Sq. Miles.

Popula­
tion, 1921 

Area. Census.

Jamaica ................ 4,207 857,921
Turks, Caicos and

Cayman Islands ... 258 10,865
Trinidad and Tobago... 1,868 362,780
British Guiana • 90,300 297,691
Barbados 166 156,312
Bahamas 4,404 53,031
British Honduras 8,598 45,317
Leeward Islands—

Antigua and Barbuda 170 29,767
St. Kitts-Nevis 150 38,214
Dominica 305 37,059
Montserrat ... 32 12,120
Virgin Islands 58 5.082

Windward Islands—
Grenada and

Cariacou 133 66,302
St. Lucia 233 51,505
St. Vincent and

Grenadines 150 54,014
Bermuda 14i 21,987

* 1920.

The Report, which is published at Is. net, is ob­
tainable, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, 
Kingsway, W.C.2; 37, Peter Street, Manchester; 1, 
St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff; and 23, Forth 
Street, Edinburgh; or from Messrs. Eason & Son, 
Ltd., 40 and 41, Lower Sackville Street, Dublin.

Regarding the two principal West Indian staples, 
sugar and cocoa, Mr. Hall makes the following re­
marks : “ The prosperity of most of the West 
Indian colonies depends upon the cultivation of the 
sugar-cane. In Barbados sugar, syrup and rum 
are practically the only articles of export, and in 
British Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica and some of the 
Leeward and Windward Islands cane cultivation 
gives employment to the majority of the popula­
tion. Furthermore the Colonial Governments look 
to the excise duties on rum and the export duties 
on cane products to provide a large proportion of 

/\evemUe Trinidad this Proportion is one- 
thira). The results of the cane crop, the cutting 
and grinding of which have just ended, are not yet 
known, but, although some colonies have had 

had year, the total production of the 
British West Indies has certainly exceeded that of
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“Estates and cane fanners experienced great 
difficulty last year in repaying loans, and, conse­
quently, in making fresh borrowings against the 
1921-22 crop. The relief afforded by the Colonial 
Governments in Jamaica, British Guiana and 
Barbados, was dealt with in the previous section. 
As in the case of other products the export duties 
on sugar and rum have been reduced or dropped 
altogether. Although it is generally admitted that 
the Colonial Governments can do no more to assist 
this important industry, West Indian merchants 
felt that this help would not be sufficient to save 
it. The new American customs tariff admits sugar 
from American territory free of duty, and places a 
tax of about £9 per ton on foreign sugars. This 
preference of £9 compares with the United King­
dom preference of about £4. The inability of the 
Cuban producers to place more than a small part 
of their huge production in the United States makes 
it necessary for them to attempt to dump the 
balance on the British and Canadian markets. It 
has therefore been urged that the British Govern­
ment should assist the West Indian producers to 
meet this powerful competition by granting a pre­
ference on Empire produced sugars equal to that 
given by the United States to her colonials. Re­
presentations on this point made by the various 
sugar producing colonies have been unsuccessful, 
but meanwhile there has been a steady rise in the 
market price of sugar which has relieved the present 
situation to some extent. . .

“ The future of the sugar industry in the British 
West Indies is therefore very uncertain. There 
are signs that unless there is a great improvement 
in the prospect for Empire sugar, production in 
British Guiana and Jamaica will decrease. This 
may also be true of the other producing colonies, 
but the movement towards reduced production is 
not so evident at present. A satisfactory feature 
this year is the marked increase in the exports oi 
sugar to Canada. .

“ The difficulties of sugar factories are further 
increased by the total absence of demand for rum, 
large stocks of which are on hand in both the 
United Kingdom and the British West Indies. 
There are nearly one million gallons in Jamaica 
alone, while the stocks in the United Kingdom ex­
ceed 11.000,000 gallons. Among the.effortsto 
solve the problem of the utilization of th“ by-pro 
duet of the sugar industry may be mentioned the 
manufacture of industrial alco 10I in 
for local use and of bay-rum in St Kucia

year. The 19-U- cru money 1S not
Prices during 1921 were , . .. There was a 
available for the cost dollars per fanega
rise in the local prices to 15 00 dollaits P 
of 110 lbs. at ^^dfl^Von lhe whole the pros- 

pecVo"co^ Planters ^ «ot bright Agri’

THE WEST INDIES AT WEMBLEY.

The third meeting of the West Indian and 
Atlantic Group Committee for the British Empire 
Exhibition, 1924, was held at 14, Trinity Square, 
on December 13th, when those present included 
Mr. R. Rutherford, Mr. Cyril Gurney, Sir George 
Le Hunte, G.C.M.G., Sir Walter Egerton, 
K.C.M.G., Sir William Grey Wilson, K.C.M.G., 
K.B.E., Mr. Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. (Commis­
sioner), Mr. Ernest H. Brown, Mr. R. Bryson, 
Mr. W. Fawcett, B.Sc., Mr. E. D. Laborde, 
I.S.O., Mr. Boswell Tucker, and Mr. Gilfred 
Knight, Acting Hon. Secretary.

Mr. Gurney said that he had been invited by 
Mr. Rutherford, who would be late, to occupy the 
chair at the outset, and the Minutes of the preced­
ing meeting having been confirmed, the Committee 
had under consideration draft estimates which had 
been prepared by the Commissioner. These were 
amended and approved, but it was felt that no 
good purpose would be served by publishing them 
at this juncture, as they must necessarily be in­
complete.

A memorandum prepared by Mr. Fawcett, in 
consultation with Mr. William Watson, late of 
Kew, giving details of his proposals for establishing 
a West Indian garden at the Exhibition, met with 
warm approval, it being felt that such a pleasance 
would prove a very great attraction. Mr. Fawcett, 
at the request of the meeting, kindly undertook 
to prepare a letter on the subject for communica­
tion to the Governments of Jamaica and Trinidad, 
which were regarded as the Colonies most likely to 
send over the necessary plants and trees for the 
garden. It was agreed that it would also be desir­
able to bring over parties of Carib basket-makers 
and Jamaican jippi jappa hat manufacturers, whose 
goods should meet with a ready sale, and also to 
provide a practical cigar-making exhibit.

Mr. Rutherford then entered the meeting and 
took the chair, and on consideration of the proposed 
visit of a representative of the Management Com- 
mittee to the West Indies, the Committee reaffirmed 
their conviction that this would be absolutely 
necessary. The Commissioner called attention to 
a suggestion made in the West Indian of November 

that the shipping companies should be induced 
£ arrange ch^ips from* the West Indies in 1924 
which, he said, struck him as being a very practical 
and useful one. The Committee concurred m this 
view and it was agreed to communicate with the 
shinning companies on the subject.

It was further decided to obtain estimates re­
garding the cost of displaying cinematograph films 
of the West Indian and Atlantic colonies.

subject has been issued. I he latest expo 
available are as follows mi

cwts.
432,674 

73,519 
33,883

figures

1922. 
cwts.

300.219 
48,018 
47,831

Trinidad (Jan.-June) 
Grenada (Jan.-June) 
amaica (Jan.-June)
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THE JAMAICA WAR MEMORIAL.

Impressive UnveilingJCeremony.

A simple but beautiful'Memorial to the men of 
Jamaica who fell in the Great War was unveiled in 
Kingston by Colonel Herbert Bryan, C.M.G., the 
Acting Governor of Jamaica, on Armistice Day. It 
was designed by Mr. J. G. Young and Mr. E. A. L. 
Martyn, both A.R.I.B.A., and, as will be seen from 
the photographs reproduced in these pages, it takes 
the form of a tall cross placed in the centre of a 
square paved enclosure surrounded by dwarf walls 
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The unveiling ceremony took place at 10.45 a.m. 
After the singing of the hymn, “All people that on 
earth do dwell,” Colonel Bryan pulled a cord which 
released the flags covering the Cross, and the Assis­
tant Bishop of Jamaica delivered a short dedication 
prayer. The buglers then sounded the Last Post, 
and after the two minutes’ impressive silence the 
Reveille. Kipling’s “Recessional” was next sung, 
and, the Acting Governor having laid a wreath on 
the memorial, and the Bishop having pronounced 
the Benediction, the proceedings were brought to a 
close by the singing of the National Anthem.

Governor, Colonel Herbert Bryan, D.S.Ò.,

The Jamaica War Memorial.
This handsome Cross, erected to the memory of the Jamaican«? whn fail 4-r» «-v. o txt 

Governor, Colonel Acting

in the garden to the east of the East Block of the 
Public Buildings. The Cross and steps are made 
from stone quarried at Knockalva, the estate of 
Mr. Maurice Malcolm in St. James’s, whilst the 
marble used in four of the panels of the base was 
from Serge Island, in St. Thomas, the property of 
Mr. Henry Holgate. Mr. Frank Cundall, who fur­
nished this information, states that it is believed 
that this is the first time that Jamaica-quarried 
marble has been used for decorative purposes, and 
in this connection it may be noted that samples of 
these marbles received recently by the Service 
Bureau of The West India Committee are being 
shown by them to the trade with a view to testing 
their commercial possibilities.

THE P.S.N.C. AND JAMAICA.

The Pacific Steam Navigation Company now 
announce further sailings to and from Jamaica 
besides tnose scheduled in the last issue of The 
West India Committee Circular. These are by the 
Onta (9,298 tons), which leaves Liverpool for 
Bermuda and Jamaica to-day, and the Orcoma 
(JI,571 tons), which leaves Jamaica on January 
9th and Bermuda on January 13th for England, 
i q 1S ^nest and largest vessel in the

’ holders °1 this and other companies
sei v mg the West Indies can be obtained from the 
Service Bureau of The West India Committee, 14, 
Trinity Square, E.C.3.
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JAMAICA GOVERNMENT FARMS.

The Government Stock Farm at Hope, Jamaica, 
was started in 1910, during the administration of 
Sir Sydney Olivier, with a view to providing a 
dairy farm as an agricultural basis for the newly- 
established “Farm School.” For this object the 
surplus lands of Hope Gardens were available, 
which, when cleared, afforded about fifty acres of 
useful grass lands. This area not being considered 
adequate, the waste lands of the old Hope Estate, 
which remained after the purchase, in 1849, of the 
sugar lands and the water supply of Hope, for the 

eluding water supplies and the establishment of 
1,200 trees of the “Bombay” mango, a celebrated 
species. £3,860 has also during this period been 
spent on imported livestock, and £214 on poultry. 
The Farm now possesses silo capacity for 300 tons 
of guinea corn silage, and oil-engine capacity to the 
extent of 52 h.p., machinery being used for making 
silos, grinding feed, and shredding sugar-canes— 
essential operations for the maintenance of a steady 
supply of milk, especially in times of drought.

The estimated value of the livestock on the Farm 
on the 31st of December last was £9,256, repre­
sented by cattle £8,962, horse-kind £168, poultry

1915-18 form a pathetic groupin

Lemonai are uexe 
in their wheeled chairs.. «nectators on the occasion of the unveiling of the 

Some of the troops and spectator lost hmbs
Disabled men of the .1. negu

purpose of the Liguanea and^Kingstont Water ^up- 

ply that had remained in the owr ^ental of 
Duke of B“ckmgham were^leased^^ land 
£200 per annum. ^he q rown with bush, 
1,600 acres, the major p tjme being suit-
and only a small propor 1 1913, however, the
able for grazing PurP°^S* Droperty for the sum of 
Government acfiu,rec^ F has had the use of it 
£5,443, since when the farm nub
free of charge. twelve vears has been oneThe work of the last tw 1 yarningSj ?ays the

¿"WK« - ,0'

j , one There were at this date 125 
£71, and bees £2o. nOn-pedigree cattle, one 
1«?

and 20 colonies of b . nvPra^e of 66 cows was 
yielded during 1921 by „ average specific
107,056 quarts, of high quai y, pblif Hospital 
gravity of the milk ^PP11**^having been 

in Kingston
m the yea - ’ hich 4.49 per cent, was cream.
13.02 per cent., ot whicn p t better than 
This is stated to have been “ P institutions
the milk Prevtously supplied to avourably
from contractors, and_ it con p product.
indeed with the tie h Hope Farm has sup- 
Since its inception, also, the nop
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plied to the public 242 dairy bulls, thus materially 
benefiting the island dairy industries.

The Report speaks very hopefully of the South 
American “anti-tick” grass, the planting of which 
by Mr. Malcolm, of Knockalva, on his estate was 
referred to in a recent West India Committee Cir­
cular. This, the botanic name of which is Melinis 
minutiflora, is stated to be very resistant to drought, 
and as having killed out all competitors, including 
“Para grass,” at Hope. It is important to note, 
also, that its peculiar aroma does not prevent cattle 
eating it with relish; and further, in a short trial, 
it did not appear to affect the flavour of the milk.

It is also interesting to note that the Uba cane, 
which at the present time is so much in the eyes of 
cane sugar producers on account of its success in 
Africa, had been found to be a splendid fodder in 
dry weather for cows, which, when it is mixed with 
a little cotton-seed meal, devour it greedily.

In 1920, with the view of improving the breed 
of cattle in Jamaica, the Legislative Council decided 
to establish a stud farm, and Grove Place, in the 
Manchester district, was purchased for the purpose. 
The property consisted of 3,362 acres, of which 
1,153 acres were in pasture, and up to the 31st of 
March last £5,365 had been expended on the pur­
chase of livestock, £1,040 on “dead” stock, such 
as oil-engines, silage machinery, carts, waggons, 
etc., and £5.446 on capital improvements, such as 
houses, stables, repairs, etc. The concern is faced 
with the serious depression in values, which has 
affected all enterprises launched in 1920, and this 
has resulted in an estimated decrease in the value 
of the livestock over first cost of £1,294. The stock 
on the property included 302 head of cattle and 43 
head of horse-kind. The present position of the 
Grove Place Farm is one of construction and de­
velopment, and it is anticipated that a few years 
will be required before a substantial income to set 
off against the cost of the enterprise can be realised.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES.
Mr. Wood’s recommendation in his Report (page 

27) regarding the use of the Official Majority in the 
Legislative Councils of the Leeward and the Wind­
ward Islands, and in the Court of Policy of British 
Guiana, has now been accepted by the Colonial 
Office. It will be recalled that Mr. Wood suggested 
that when there was such unanimous opposition on 
the part of all the unofficial members of the Coun­
cil, the Governor should refrain from bringing the 
contested measures into operation until further 
reference to the Secretary of State.

a ^oionial Office despatch to the Governor of 
the Windward Islands, the lines on which the new

W1 °Perate are laid down.
Thefact,” says the Secretary of State, “that 

during the deliberation of a measure the Government 
provisions which are objected to bv 

the whole of the unofficial members should not pre­
vent the Bill from being proceeded with, so far as a 
third reading. Then, if the third reading is only 
carried by the official majority, the Governor should 
m accordance with the procedure now approved with­
hold his assent until reference has been made to the 

(Continued at foot of next column.)

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA.

Combine's Astonishing Request.

The following correspondence which has passed 
between the Secretary of The West India Com­
mittee and the British Sulphate of Ammonia 
Federation is published for information :—

The West India Commmittee.
14, Trinity Square, 

December 8th, 1922.
Dear Sir,—The attention of my Committee has 

been called to the fact that a higher price is being 
charged for sulphate of ammonia for export to 
British Colonies than is charged for this fertiliser 
when supplied to farmers in this country.

My Committee appreciate that there may have 
been some good reason for this differentiation dur­
ing the war, when the intensive submarine cam­
paign made it essential to encourage the production 
of cereals in this country, but they consider that 
the practice then followed should not be continued.

They wish me to request, in the circumstances, 
that your Federation will see its way to place 
British Colonies on the same footing in respect of 
prices of sulphate of ammonia as this country, and 
I am to point out that otherwise the result will be 
to induce the British West Indies to seek other 
sources of supply of this fertiliser, which would 
clearly be detrimental to British trade, which my 
Committee are very anxious to encourage.

Awaiting a reply, I am, etc.,

Algernon Aspinall, Secretary,

Hth December, 1922.
Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of December 

8th, we sell sulphate of ammonia to British farmers 
at a specially low price in view of their high cost 
of production and the low prices they are getting 
for their produce.

In order to enable me to bring the matter before 
my Committee, perhaps you will be good enough 
to let me have figures showing what the cost of 
production of the principal crops is in the West 
pP0jeS’tand W^at Prices you are obtaining for your

My Committee will also, doubtless, wish to know 
whether your Committee would be willing to 
guarantee that all the buyers in the British Colonies 
would place all their orders with this federation 
at the prices which are paid by British farmers.

Yours faithfully,
British Sulphate of Ammonia Federation, Ltd.

T. W. Speyer, General Manager.
Reference to this correspondence is made in a 

leading article in the present issue.

S^retary of State, unless he has been instructed by 
the Secretary of State to pass such legislation, or in 

It should also be clearly under- 
stood that the arrangement which I have approved 
applies only to Government Bills and financial resolu- 

Jt d^S llot appl-v to Ordinances varying 
existing taxes or imposing new taxes.”
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WEST INDIAN MAIL NOTES.

The Editor will welcome letters and newspaper cuttings 
giving items of news likely to prove of general interest to 
readers of the Circular for publication under this heading.

The Finances of British Guiana.

In concluding his speech at the opening of the 
Annual Session of the Combined Court on November 
9th, the Governor declared his regret that his suc­
cessor should have to take over the Government in

British Honduras Timber for Nassau.
The Government of the Bahamas have notified the 

British Honduras Government that they are desirous 
of obtaining from the mainland colony timber, other 
than mahogany or cedar, for harbour improvement 
works.—The Belize Independent understands that a 
Mr. Vandekercover is negotiating with the Govern­
ment for the purchase of Riversdale Estate.

A Useful Suggestion from Grenada.
The West Indian of November 3rd makes, in con­

nection with the British Empire Exhibition, 1924, the

1 7 on November 11th by Major H. W. Peebles, D.S.O., the Commissioner 
This graceful clock Jower w» unveded.on,N o entire)y fey volMtary subscnptlons.

unfavourable circumstances, he^’^ satisfied^tat 

the financial posrb™ ™ tyover thc worst, and that 
months ago, that they naa g colony enjoying a
there was even ProsP the next Adminis-

equality of treatment recene it as strange
coloi * * - Tuitions should Rot be confined to persons
that many as in India. Considera-
of comparatively 1 g ./ ’t.ich the Indian Govern- 
tion of the draft regulation afd to future emigra- 
ment proposed . tesome time it was not
tion led him to believethat at so
impossible that October 31st of Mr.
sumed.—The death t P barrister, who

h S- a
also made nis marK

Mt”^^ 

of Windward

Islands Medical "^eXr. ° Addressing the 
Gove“01- ™ Excellency iaid that with the approval 
meeting, His Excellency Colonies, he had ap-of the Secretary of State to tte ^
pointed a Committee to 1 other matters incidental 
salaries, emoluments, and all other mat of
to the conditions of and as
the Medical Officers practicability of amalga-
to the advisability and the 1 Windward Islands 
mating the medical f Recommendations
with that of Trinidad and was
in regard thereto. «q^at this Committee is of 
unanimously adopted That tnis
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opinion that there should be a uniform minimum 
salary, representing' a living wage, for Medical Officers 
in the Windward Islands, based solely on the value of 
such services as they shall be required to render to the 
public, without regard to any other consideration.” A 
further resolution was adopted by a majority : “That 
the travelling allowance of Medical Officers should re­
present the average actual cost of travelling on offi­
cial duties.”

Foot-and-Mouth Disease in Jamaica,
By an amendment to the Rum Duty Law to be in­

troduced into the Legislative Council, rum in a bonded 
warehouse may be used in the making of bay rum for 
sale on the local market, an Excise duty of qd. per 
gallon being imposed.—Mr. Connacher, the veterinary 
expert sent out by the home Government, made an 
important statement on the foot-and-mouth disease 
outbreak at a meeting held under the auspices of the 
Agricultural Society and the Jamaica Imperial Asso­
ciation on November 21st. Mr. Martin presided, and 
Mr. Connacher, in the course of his address, said that 
he could not tell where the disease came from, that 
being a matter for investigation later. The disease 
would not be got rid of rapidly. He did not propose 
that the cattle in the island should be slaughtered. 
Between 30,000 and 35,000 head of cattle were affected, 
and these were among the best in the country; but the 
least he could think of was to slaughter all the pigs 
in the infected area. At the present time the disease 
covered a fairly large area of the western districts, 
including St. James, Hanover, Westmoreland, and St. 
Elizabeth.—On November 23rd the majority of engine 
drivers, says the Gleaner, sent a round robin addressed 
to the Director of the Railway, giving two weeks’ 
notice to terminate their services in view of the fact, 
as they claimed, that their hours had been altered to 
their disadvantage.—Hon. William Morrison presided 
over a meeting of the Jamaica Cricket Council on 
November 23rd, when it was decided not to accept an 
invitation from Barbados to send a cricket team there 
in 1923. A proposal to extend an invitation to Phila­
delphia, however, to send a cricket team to Jamaica in 
February, 1923, was approved.

Montserrat’s War Memorial.
The first War Memorial to be erected in the Leeward 

Islands is the Clock Tower in Montserrat, depicted 
011 page 585. It was unveiled by the Commis­
sioner, Major H. Peebles, D.S.O., on"November nth, 
in the presence of a representative gathering, the 
clergy of all denominations taking part. The 
Memorial was erected*, by private subscription, no 
assistance from the Government being required. 
Other signs of self-help and progress are not want­
ing-—Amongst recent developments has been the 
formation of the Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Co­
operative Association. The idea is to assist and 
stimulate the production and development by the 
peasantry of minor fruit and vegetables, such as 
onions, pineapples, etc. In this connection the inclu­
sion in the community of Mr. A. K. Agar (Magistrate), 
a former planter from Dominica, who fills the position 
of Secretary and Treasurer of the Association, is 
proving of great value. To liven things up a fife and 
drum band is being raised from members of the Boys’ 
Brigade.—The Quebec Line has now made the Presi­
dency a port of call, and this also will assist the island 
considerably. A Self-Help was to be opened on the 
7th of December.

Sts Kitts Prepares for Tercentenary.
On the evening of the 10th November, says the 

Union Messenger, a number of influential men, at the 
invitation of Dr. Edmund R. Branch, assembled at his 
residence, Church Street, to discuss the proposed ob­
servance and celebration in January, 1923, of the Ter­
centenary of the landing of Captain (later Sir) Thomas 
Warner in this island.’ Among those present were 
His Honour Mr. Justice Wigley, The Honourable B. 
Marshall, Messrs. D. H. Semper, George King, A. W. 
Gordon, K. Stanley Veira, J. R. Yearwood, D. F. 
Matheson, R. Todd, C. G. Thibou, C. N. Henville, 
J. D. Cardin, A. Stephen, and J. A. Connell. It was 
proposed that the Government be approached to 
finance the programme for the observance and celebra­
tion, and to grant three days’ holiday (Sunday, 28th 
January, excepted)—one week-day for each hundred 
years. A Central Committee composed of Dr. Edmund 
Branch (Chairman), His Honour Mr. Justice Wigley, 
Messrs. D. F. Matheson, K. Stanley Veira, George H. 
King, J. D. Cardin, and C. G. Thibou, with power to 
appoint sub-committees, was elected. Many sugges­
tions were made to the Committee, including the erec­
tion of a suitable memorial at Old Road Bay, a dinner 
to the poor, a treat for the school children, and the 
laying of a wreath on the grave of Sir Thomas Warner 
at the churchyard, St. Thomas, Middle Island. The 
suggestion was also made that His Excellency be re­
quested to invite warships of the French, Dutch, and 
the U.S. Navies, along with those of our own.—Hon. 
Burchell Marshall has been appointed Chairman of 
the Quarantine Board in the room of the late Mr. E. S. 
Delisle.

St. Lucia’s Free Library.
Mr. Carnegie’s offer, on certain conditions, of a free 

library was considered by the Town Board of Castries 
on November 2nd. Hon. George Williams, who argued 
that the question was really one for the island, not 
for the town, moved that the plot of land required 
should be handed over to the Government, provided 
that the Board’s annual grant of ^25 for upkeep of the 
present library were stopped.

St. Vincent’s Electoral Districts.

Hon. W. C. Hutchinson, Colonial Treasurer, was 
appointed Deputy Colonial Secretary during the tem­
porary absence of Hon. R. Popham Lobb from full 
duty owing to illness.—Hon. I,. L. Punnett has been 
re-appointed an Unofficial Member of the Legislative 
Council.—The Administrator has appointed the fol­
lowing Committee (under himself as Chairman) to 
make recommendations as to the boundaries of the 
three electoral districts into which the colony of St. 
Vincent should be divided in accordance with the ad­
vice tendered to the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief by the Committee on the proposed amendment 
of the Constitution : Hon. L- C. Levy, Hon. L. L. 
Punnett, Hon. J. E- Sprott, Hon. A. M. Fraser, Mr. 
C. E. F. Richards, and Mr. J. H. Otway (Secretary).— 
Mr. C. H. Rickman arrived in St. Vincent on the 9th 
November in order to examine the working of the St. 
Vincent Income Tax system, and to make suggestions 
for its improvement.

Trinidad’s New Taxes.

The Governor, who is indefatigable in making him­
self acquainted with conditions throughout the colony, 
motored to San Fernando on November 18th to attend
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the formal opening of the new Naparima Club in 
Paradise Savannah.—A new full-dress uniform is now 
being issued to officers and men of the Trinidad Light 
Horse. Resembling the uniform of the Lancers Regi­
ment, the new pattern has a Trinity green plastron 
with a surcingle of green and yellow aguilettes.— 
Various schemes for augmenting the colony’s revenue 
were considered at a meeting of the Legislative Coun­
cil on November 17th. By amending the stamp duties 
it was hoped to raise an additional ¿10,000 annually, 
while the substitution of 5d. for 46. as the Excise 
duty on petroleum was estimated to realise a further 
¿6,000. Strong unofficial opposition, says the Trini­
dad Guardian, was made to the proposed imposition 
of produce taxes. Hon. Albert Cipriani urged that no 
taxation should be imposed on cacao in particular. 
He said that cacao at $10.50 per fanega could not be 
produced at a profit. At present the cacao industry 
was living entirely on credit. The agriculturist was 
taxed 400 or 500 per cent, more than anyone else. The 
sugar crop this year would be one of the smallest for 
a number of years, simply because the farmers had 
not gone back to the land on account of the small 
prices they had received for canes last year. He 
concluded by saying that in his opinion the right 
thing for the Government was to raise revenue by in­
creasing the income tax or reviewing the Customs 
duties. The Bill was left over for further considera­
tion, the Governor remarking that it was difficult to 
know what other source would yield the required 
revenue.—The contract for installing the complete 
electric lighting plant for San Fernando has gone to 
an American company, which sent a representa ive 
to Trinidad. Tenders were submitted by English 
firms, and the order might have been secured 
by one of them, Mr. Hall, of the Trade Commissioner s 
Office thinks, had there been a representative on the 
spot_ The first meeting of the Franchise Commission 
appointed by the Governor in connection with the 
proposals for constitutional reform was held on Norm- 
ter Sth, Hon. W. C. Haggard, K.C., presiding The 
Chairman said that, taking the numl)«
woulde"allow ^opulat“«^of ateUt°6o^oo to a eon-

-eeo?°L" which has

thoroughly gown Agents, and Mr. J.

over forty yeais. On th colonial railways
marks that comparisons with othet d service,
are almost entirely in the Union club

The Annual Annistwe day at 8 o’clock. Covers
took place, as before, on table for four was
were laid for 65, and There was only one ab-
put in at the last —nt pernor presided, and 
sentee. His Excellency the^0« r, Huggins,
the only guests were ’ SecremiY of the Club.
O.B.E., a^d?7'¿as entirely composed of ex-service 
The remainder was eiu y diner t
men, it being a siner q' d -n one or other of the
have been actively g during the Great War. 
various theatres of George F. Huggins

Hooley, Hickltng,

Lamotte, Wilson and Bowen, Commander Cooper, 
Majors Bertie and Walter Harragin, T. P. Mackenzie, 
and H. Clark. The Constabulary Band was in at­
tendance under Lieut. Wallace. After the regular 
toasts to The King, Our Gallant Dead, and Our 
Absent Comrades had been proposed by His Excel­
lency, Colonel Wilson, and Colonel Bowen, and had 
been honoured—the first as usual, the second in 
silence, and the third to the accompaniment of “For 
they are jolly good fellows”—the Governor proposed 
the health of the principal guest, Mr. George F. 
Huggins, and referred to his memorable services both 
in connection with the Merchants’ and Planters’ Con­
tingent Committee and other works of utility during 
the war. Mr. Huggins replied, and the band then 
played the “Marseillaise,” which was cordially re­
sponded to. Mr. André Agostini, being then called 
upon to speak, did so very appropriately, the proceed­
ings terminating with His Excellency’s proposing 
Colonel Bowen’s health as organiser of the dinner.

THE INCREASED CABLE RATES.

A Resolution in favour of the adoption of a sup- 
plementary agreement with West India anti 
Panama Telegraph Co., authorising an increase of 
rates by 6d. a word on through rates, and by one- 
third of the present charges on the inter-island 
rates, up to March 31st next, was agreed to in the 
House of Commons on December 8th. There was 
no division, but Mr. Lansbury, Mr. Neil Maclean, 
Mr. Shin well, and other members of the Labour 
Party protested against the motion.

Mr. Wheatlev expressed the view that until they 
had placed before them a list of the shareholders oi 
the company and the operations of the company within 
recent vears, the matter should be deferred.

Major-General Sir Newton Moore said lie was op­
posed to the motion, because it meant the 
of increased cabling charges, which would not be 
viewed with favour by the commercial ^mmunity

Mr. Neville Chamberlain, replying,,*aid th at the 
proposal was the best that could be thought.of to 
enable the telegraphic service with the W est Indies to 
be maintained "until they could make some more per­
manent and better arrangement. A
would have to elapse before any other arrangement

possible alternatives they weret “rdemplab g Th 
Agreement of193 ^^^aTit was ex- 

the reason why it han not Even if the
pected was because owar conmt^

day CveFy much less than before the original Agree- 

ment. _ _______
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Royal Mail Steam Packet *h yDecember
builders, Harland & Wolff, of Bel^ for her 
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PERSONAL NOTES.

Mr. H. A. Bascom, assistant treasurer of Turks 
and Caicos Islands, has been appointed Treasurer 
of Dominica.

* *
Mr. Alfred N. Jones has taken up Life Mem­

bership of The West India Committee, thus bring­
ing the number of Life Members to 125.

.V, -V-W W W
Mr. J. H. Dodd, chief engineer of the Jamaica 

Government Railway, has been appointed chief
engineer of the Gold Coast Railway Department.

* * *
Mr. E. A. Walters is to succeed Mr. Archibald 

J. Brooks as agricultural superintendent of St. 
Lucia. Mr. Walters’ previous appointment was 
that of field assistant in the Chemical Research 
Department of Kenya.

* * *
Mr. Wilson Goode, H.M. Trade Commissioner 

for the West Indies, left Liverpool in s.s. Miami, on 
December 19th, for Jamaica, where he will remain 
for about two months, before proceeding to his 
headquarters at Port of Spain, Trinidad.

* *
Mr. Joseph Mervyn St. John Yates, the 

Registrar-General of the Bahamas since 1920, has 
been appointed a stipendiary magistrate in Jamaica. 
Mr. Yates, who graduated at Trinity College, 
Oxford, was called to the Bar at the Inner Temple 
in 1903.

* * #
The Battle of the Saints is recalled by the return 

to England of Lord Rodney, the descendant of the 
famous admiral who defeated De Grasse. Lord 
Rodney, who is a farmer in Canada, is one of tKe 
two surviving recipients of a hereditary pension, 
the other being Lord Nelson.

* * *
Major and Mrs. Randolph Rust have returned 

to London from a tour on the Continent, during 
which they visited Belgium, France, Switzerland, 
Italy and Sicily. At Naples they witnessed the 
march of 40,000 Fascisti. They return to Trinidad 
in the Van Rensselaer, on December 30th.

* * *
Mr. Alfred Karney Young, K.C., Chief Justice 

of the Leeward Islands, has been promoted to be 
Chief Justice of Fiji, and Chief Judicial Commis­
sioner for the Western Pacific. Mr. Young, who 
began his Civil Service career in the Colonial Secre­
tary’s office in British Honduras, in 1890, served 
as a stipendiary magistrate in Trinidad for a vear 
in 1908. J

* * #
The Hon. Gideon Murray, formerly Adminis­

trator of St. Vincent and St. Lucia, leaves in the 
Crynssen, on January 13th, for Trinidad, where he 
will spend three weeks. As a Governor of the 
West Indian Agricultural College, he will, no 
doubt, take the opportunity of inspecting’ the 

college buildings and of attending a meeting of 
the Executive Committee.

* * *

Mr. Alexander Duckham, F.C.S., M.I.P.T., 
who is a member of the Executive of The West 
India Committee, left New York for Trinidad on the 
5th of this month, in oyder to visit the properties 
of the Trinidad Central Oilfields, Ltd., of which 
he is chairman. Mr. Duckham is also chairman of 
the Standardisation Committee of the Institution 
of Petroleum Technologists.

Mr. Reginald Hargrove.
Who left England on December 9th for Tortola, to take 

up the post of Commissioner of the Virgin Islands.

Dr. Andrew Ellis Wynter has presented a 
copy of The West India Committee Map of the 
West Indies to the Bristol Branch of the Royal 
Colonial Institute. His example will, it is hoped, 
be followed by others of our readers, who could 
help to make the West Indies much better known 
by similarly presenting copies of the Map to 
patriotic institutions in this country.

* * *
Mr. AValter Clarence Huggard, B.A. LL.D, 

who from the Solicitor-Generalship of Trinidad has 
been appointed to succeed Mr. R. S. Aucher 
T™/’ as AttorneY-General, was educated 
at Dublin University, where he was first honour­
man and senior moderator in legal and political 
science. Called to the Bar at Dublin in 1907, Mr. 
Huggard saw judicial service in Nigeria before 
coming to Trinidad in 1920.
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JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTEBOOK.
By “ Agronomist.”

The Brazilian coffee industry is conducted in 
three districts, the State of Sao Paulo, which sup­
plies 90 per cent. ; the southern part of the State 
of Minas Geraes, which supplies 9 per cent.; and 
the northern part of Parana, which furnishes 1 per 
cent.

* * *
One of the most important industries of the 

Orinoco River Valley is the collection of tonka 
beans, a full crop, which occurs once every three or 
four years, being about 1,000,000 lbs. The essen­
tial principle of the tonka bean is coumarin, and a 
considerable use of the bean is in flavouring 
tobacco.

* * *
Out of the 489,672 dollars worth of pineapples 

imported into Canada during the five months April- 
August, 487,691 dollars worth came from the 
United States. In the same way 2,627,923 dollars 
worth of oranges were supplied from the United 
States, against a total import of 2,743,767 dollars 
worth. In the same period, out of 1,537,586 
bunches of bananas, Canada imported no less than 
1,537,116 bunches from the United States. Why 
should not Canada obtain these fruits from the 
British West Indies ?

* * *
Professor Bergonie, a French scientist, as the 

result of experiments carried out at Bordeaux 
University, appears to have established the fact 
that a current of high frequency electricity of two 
or three ampères in strength, and a voltage of 1,000 
to 2,500 volts, applied daily, is a material aid to 
digestion, taking the place, in the way of heat pro- 
duction, of one-third of the food required by a 
person in average health. By its use, coupled 
with that of a lessened quantity of food, cases of 
malnutrition can, it is stated, be advantageously 

treated. * . * *
A view which is prominently held among biolo­

gists is that the alkaloids found in plants are simply 
refuse bodies which the plants cannot eliminate, 
i + mav serve as protection from the m-

eta« "i «ta»

Liars«

SSVitar^ substances 

* *present in plants.

Messrs. Blackwell an£Buée*ha- published^ 

°209 1921) the results of fertiliser 
Station (^o• , 7 notion crops, commenced
experiments conducted o,ne.otton •
in 1914. In the a «round rock phosphate,
found that acid Ph°sP ’ f equally good returns ; 
and Thomas earlier crop
but that the add p P ffer proportions than 
than the other kinds. Larger pi P

8 per cent, of acid phosphate in an application of 
1,000 lbs. of complete fertiliser per acre were not 
profitable. Two per cent, of potash for cotton in 
rotation, and four per cent, for a continuous crop 
were found to give the best results.

The potato production of Germany in the 25 
years which preceded the war rose from 27,700,000 
to 44,000,000 tons, the increase being partly due to 
a 15 per cent, larger acreage, and partly to a bigger 
yield, which rose during the period from 23.4 to 
33.8 tons per acre. Just before the war, according 
to the United States representative of the American 
Department of Commerce, 1,170,000 tons were 
used annually by the manual labour classes, 
6,000,000 tons by the agricultural population, 
3,760,000 tons by factory hands, and 1,480,000 
tons by the upper and middle classes, 17,000,000 
tons for animal food, 2,500,000 tons for the pro­
duction of alcohol, and 1,400,000 tons in the manu­
facture of starch. The production is now about 
26,000,000 tons, of which 18,000,000 tons are used 
for human food.

* * *
The use of alcohol as a motor fuel is likely to be 

considerable in field tractors in sugar-producing 
countries. On this subject, the Philippine Sugar 
News says that the fundamental difference between 
an alcohol and a gasolene engine is in the volume 
of the compression chamber. The. latter has a 
larger chamber, and the explosive mixture of gaso­
lene and air is subjected to a relatively low com­
pression before ignition. The pressure amounts to 
from 5 to 6 kilogrammes per square centimetre. 
In the alcohol engine, on the other hand, the com­
pression chamber is smaller, and the explosive 
mixture of alcohol and air, before ignition takes 
place, is subjected to a compression of 11 to 14 
kilogrammes per square centimetre. Although 
the heat value of gasolene is greater than that of 
alcohol, it is compensated for, in the case of alcohol, 
by the greater thermal efficiency resulting from 
the higher compression.

* * *
The subject of the explosions, in several cases 

severe which have occurred in German sugar re­
fineries, resulting from sugar dust,” is dealt with 
bv Mr. P. Beyersdorfer, in Vereinszeitshnjt, an 
abstract of the article being published in the 
November number of the International Sugar 
Journal. The explosions appear to occur imme­
diately after starting work, and Mr. Beyersdorfer 
gives as the explanation that it is then that the 
most violent whirling of the dust takes place, while 
the particles are at that time closest to one another. 
The dust becomes electrified, and when the ex­
treme of potential is reached a discharge accom­
panied by sparking takes place. Before this point 
k reached, a discharge accompanied by glowing 
has taken place between the metal of the machine 
and the sugar dust cloud, with the formation of 
ozone and mtrogen pentoxide. Then comes the 
snark and the explosion. There is a distinct 
analogy between thunderstorms and these dus 

explosions.



590 THE WEST INDIA COMMITTEE CIRCULAR. December 21, 1922.

WEST INDIES AT WESTMINSTER.

East Indians in Kenya.
Mr. Ormsby-Gore (Under-Secretary of State for the 

Colonies) informed Colonel Wedgwood on the 5th 
December that as a result of consultations with the 
India Office, communications were being sent to the 
Government of Kenya regarding the problem of the 
Indians in that colony. Until a reply had been re­
ceived, he could not make any further statement on 
the progress of negotiations.

Official Visits to Colonies. .

Asked whether he would consider the advisability 
of a system whereby civil servants in his department 
might be interchanged for a period of years with those 
in the Dominions and Crown Colonies, Mr. Ormsby- 
Gore stated on December 13th that as regards the 
Colonies, the question was being considered in con­
nection with the Report of the President of the Board 
of Education (Mr. Wood) on his visit to the West 
Indies.

Empire Oil Production.
Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame (President of the Board of 

Trade) informed Mr. Hancock, on December 4th, 
that exact information with regard to the production 
in Great Britain in 1921 was not available, but it was 
computed that the total production of crude petroleum 
was approximately 140,000 tons. The quantity pro­
duced in Trinidad was 334,000 tons, in Egypt 190,000 
tons, and in Mexico 28,000,000 tons. He regretted 
that he was unable to state the cost of production.

British Empire Exhibition.

Sir W. Joynson-Hicks, replying to Mr. Gould on the 
5th December, stated that he had been invited by the 
President of the Board of Trade, with the full con­
currence of the Executive Council of the British Em­
pire Exhibition, to investigate the questions which 
had arisen with regard to the use of materials and sup­
plies of Empire origin, the concession for amusements 
and other matters, in order that the Government and 
Parliament might be placed in full possession of the 
true facts of the case.

England’s Beet Sugar Production.
The President of the Board of Trade (Sir P. Lloyd- 

Greame) . informed Major Hay, on December nth, 
that during the year 1921 the imports of unrefined 
beetroot sugar into the United Kingdom from all 
sources amounted to 13,685 tons. In the case of re­
fined sugar the trade returns of the United Kingdom 
did not distinguish between sugar manufactured from 
beetroot and that manufactured from sugar cane or 
other materials The quantity of beet sugar pro­
duced in the United Kingdom during the year 1921 
was 6,363 tons.

Representative Government in West Indies.

Mr. Ormsby-Gore informed Mr. Percy Hurd on the 
5th December that the observations of the Colonial 
Governments of Jamaica, Trinidad, and the Windward 
Islands had been asked for in regard to the constitu­
tional reforms proposed in the Report of the President 
of the Board of Education (Mr. Edward Wood). No 
reply had as yet been received from the Government of 
Jamaica, but, in the case of Trinidad and the Wind­
ward Islands, replies had been received, which were 
now under consideration, or f01 med the subject of 

further discussion with the Governors, and in regard 
to the three Windward Islands were nearing comple­
tion.

A St. Lucia Report at Last!

In reply to Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. Cuthbert James 
on December 12th, Mr. Ormsby-Gore stated that an 
Annual Report on St. Lucia had been received for 
1921, and was about to be published. The Acting 
Administrator had stated in forwarding this Report 
that he regretted that he had been unable to complete 
it at an earlier date because the statistical figures for 
1921 had only recently become available. Steps had 
been taken with a view to securing that future Reports 
were furnished as soon as possible, but for reasons of 
economy he did not propose to call for Repoits for the 
period during and shortly after the war in respect of 
which none liad been prepared.

Trinidad Income-Tax and Agencies.

Mr. Hamion asked, on December 12th, if His 
Majesty’s Government would make representations to 
the Legislature of Trinidad, drawing its attention to 
the inequitable effect on British industrial interests 
of its recent Ordinance rendering firms and companies 
non-resident in the island, but doing business there 
through resident agents, liable to Income Tax on the 
profits earned in the island. Mr. Ormsby-Gore re­
plied that an Inter-departmental Committee had been 
appointed at the beginning of this year to investigate 
all problems in connection with the Income Tax Laws 
of the Colonies and Protectorates, including the pro­
visions of the Ordinance referred to. Their report had 
been received and would shortly be laid before the 
House. The Report contained certain recommenda­
tions on the subject of the taxation of agents; and the 
Government of Trinidad would be asked to take these 
recommendations into consideration.

Oil Production within the Empire.

Mr. Ormsby-Gore supplied, on December 13th, the 
following figures to Lieut.-Colonel James, who asked 
in what parts of the British Empire, including man­
dated and other territories, which, in the case of duti­
able commodities, enjoyed Imperial preference, petro­
leum was produced; what had been the output of 
petroleum in these territories during 1921 and the first 
six months of 1922; and what proportion of this pro­
duction was imported into this country : —

Pro- Imports 
duction into U.K-

Pro- Imports Per­ 1st six 1st six Per­
auction into U.K., cent­ months. months, cent­

1921. 1921- age. 1922- 1922. age.

Canada
Tons- Tons. —. Tons. Tons-
25,000 Nil — 12,000 Nil __

Australia ... 8,000 Nil — 4.000 Nil __
Trinidad ... 334,000 108,205 30’89 161,000 60.076 3731
British India 1,285,000 11,170 •87 575,000 7,318 1.27
Sarawak ... 199,000 13,955 7.81 178,000 Nil

Improved Steamship Communications.

Mr. Ormsby-Gore informed Sir Harry Brittain on 
December 12th that steamer communications between 
this country and the West Indies had considerably 
improved lately. There was now a service alternately 
by Messrs. Elders & Fyffes and the Harrison Line to 
Barbados, Trinidad, British Guiana, and Jamaica, with 
sailings every two or three weeks. The Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company had arranged that their steamers 
leaving Liverpool on the. 25th January and 22nd 
February should call at Jamaica, and that steamers 
should call there homeward bound about the 10th and
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27th March. These were large and comfortable ves­
sels, and the arrangement afforded every facility to 
people wishing to pay a short visit to the island. The 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, and the White Star Line 
were ail despatching tourist steamers from New York 
to the West Indies. This was in addition to the ordi­
nary facilities afforded by Messrs. Furness Withy and 
the Canadian mail steamers. He was afraid that the 
present time was not opportune for taking steps to 
secure a service run strictly to a time-table, which 
would no doubt involve a subsidy.

Government Contracts & Empire Materials
Mr. Hannon asked the President of the Board of 

Trade, on December 4th, whether he would consider 
the desirability of a percentage preference being given 
to all persons who tendered for Government contracts, 
and who undertook to use British Empire materials 
and employ British Empire labour; whether his De­
partment would use its influence with public bodies 
to make similar concessions subject to the same con­
ditions ; and whether he was aware that the London 
County Council already gave a 10 per cent, preference 
on contracts where British material and British labour 
were employed. Sir P. Lloyd-Greame stated in reply 
that the Bo^rd of Trade was not a contracting Depart­
ment. But he had no doubt that the contracting De­
partments and public bodies recognised the desir­
ability and importance of giving preference wherever 
practicable to contractors who undertook to employ 
British labour and British materials. With regard 
to the last part of the question, he was not aware that 
X LXi County Council had made any general 

rule of the kind mentioned.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE WEST INDIAN MAP.
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The views expressed by correspondents under this head­
ing are not necessarily those of The West India Committee 
Circular.

Empire Trade Development.
Dear Sir,—In the Nineteenth Century Review the 

Right Hon. Viscount Long writes an exhaustive 
article on the Empire’s resources, entitled “Why we 
should concentrate on the Empire.” Lord Long pre­
sided over the meetings of the Imperial Conference, 
1917-1918, and gives an immense array of figures 
making clear the fact that the supplies of the Empire 
in raw material are unlimited, and urges a definite 
policy to be formulated.

In a review of the article in the Daily Mani, the 
writer says that “At this present time, when foreign 
exchanges are so collapsed, and when trade is so 
stagnant, it is more than ever important that we 
should seek to foster trade with our Dominions and 
Crown Colonies. Lord Long’s article is a timely and 
valuable one.”

Lord Long, in his opening paragraphs in his article 
in the Nineteenth Century, says : “The Governments 
of the day, including the Imperial Government at 
home, declared it was desirable that a preference 
should be given to commodities produced within the 
Empire, and that in case of duties now existing there 
should be an actual preference.”

In The West India Committee Circular of October 
12th there is an article on the Sicilian “Camera Agru- 
maria,” in which it is stated that there is held by 
them about twenty thousand tons of citrate of lime, 
representing several normal years’ supply. The nor­
mal output of citric acid is about, I believe, 6,000 to 
7,000 tons, of which Dominica contributes the raw 
material to make about a little more than 1,000 tons, 
or, say, a sixth of the average world’s supply annually, 
and consequently we are entirely at the mercy of the 
Camera, inasmuch as they control the market, and 
with the favourable exchange of the Lira, which is no 
doubt profitable to them, whereas to Dominica it means 
less than the cost of production, with the consequent 
closing of estates and a possible ruin of the industry.

With these large stocks held by Sicily, it does not 
seem possible, taking into consideration the world-wide 
depression of trade, to look for better prices for some 
years and under these conditions it seems reasonable 
to ask the Mother Country to impose a duty on foreign 
citrus products.

Further, it must be remembered that Dominica 
o-ives a preference on all British goods.
° In your issue of September 14th there is a letter 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies m reply 
to The West India Committee’s representations on 
citric acid, informing the Committee that citric acid 
has been deleted from the list of dutiable articles under 
the Safeguarding of Industries Act, and that the Board 
of Trade'bave nt power to include it. Under this Act 
I believe the duty on foreign raw material was 33 A 
per cent., but surely there is no reason why we should 
not be granted protection under a special Act of Par­
liament Possibly citric acid is not of such great im 
nortance as to be considered a Key Industp;, but 

the most vital importance to Dominica as 
I? *S iwr main industry, and a duty of less than 33^ acid wpulS meet «11 requtre-

ments. r duty on citric
raw m teri^

■u“ce and M of lime—the r5 per cent, being based
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on the citric acid content of the raw material, it would 
work out at ^33 per ton, taking citric acid at 2/- per 
lb. It might be better to make a fixed duty instead of 
ad valorem. and in that case call it 28/- per cwt. (3d. 
per lb.). This increase would hardly affect the price 
of soft drinks, as the increase per bottle would be in­
finitesimal. To the planter it would mean about 55/- 
011 a cask of concentrated lime-juice, giving him a 
small profit against his present loss.

Mr. Wood, in his report of his visit to Dominica, 
states that “unless some steps are taken to improve 
the trade, the colony and its inhabitants seem doomed 
to very serious financial depression and even economic 
collapse.” The situation since Mr. Wood’s visit has 
grown steadily worse, and at the close of the present 
crop many estates are closing down with little pros­
pect of re-opening.

Some fifty years ago sugar was Dominica’s main 
product, and the industry was completely ruined 
through foreign competition. Now, after passing 
through many years of struggle to establish the lime 
industry, it looks as though history will repeat itself.

It is hoped that Lord Long’s article will revive the 
Imperial Conference resolutions for an inter-Empire 
trade, and in considering this important subject it is 
hoped that Dominica’s interest will not be overlooked, 
and that some protection be given her, otherwise it 
locks as though it may be wiped out, and the Mother 
Country be dependent on foreign citric acid.

With a moderate protection tariff, Lord Long’s ap­
peal for an inter-Empire trade as affecting one of the 
small Crown Colonies would be met.

I am, Sir, etc.,
H. H. Vivian Whitchurch.

Roseau, Dominica.

Columbus’s Telescope,
Sir,—In criticising the critics of those responsible 

for placing Columbus with a spy glass on a postage 
stamp, Mr. W. H. Porter, in his letter published in 
The West India Committee Circular of October 12th, 
seems to be himself open to criticism.

The stamp referred to by the Daily Mail, is “the 
new |d. stamp issued for St. Christopher and Nevis.” 
Now there is not merely a new id. stamp of this sort, 
but there are two distinct series of stamps, one issued 
in 1903 (now’ obsolete) and one in 1920, of which certain 
values bear the Columbus design and others that of 
the Nevis Bath Springs.

This, Mr. Porter, himself a keen stamp collector, 
might have explained; while those who take pleasure 
in criticising the perpetrators of the apparent blunder 
are mistaken in thinking that there is any error on the 
part of those who are responsible for the design of the 
stamps. .

When the stamps were issued, the question was 
asked- whether or no it would be quite the thing to 
have the great discoverer in such a false position, and 
it was decided that as he had been there for at least a 
hundred years there would be no great point in remov­
ing him just now.

The fact is that the stamp design is merely a repro­
duction of the ancient Seal of the Island of St. 
Christopher, and those who perpetrated this Seal, have 
been beyond the reach of criticism for so many gener­
ations that ridicule is wasted as far as they are con­
cerned. The question has given matter for philatelic 
journals and others to write about, and provided stamp 
collectors with something interesting and instructive 
if only from a negative point of view.

It is quite possible that in time the stamp design 
will be changed, and philatelists will all the more 

prize this anachronistic one when it has become 
postally obsolete. So much for the present.

In the near future, that is next year, the same 
Presidency will be issuing a new series of stamps in 
connection with its celebration of the British West 
Indian Tercentenary. A handsome design which is in­
tended to be historic as well as geographically des­
criptive will show the landing place of the first settlers 
in the British West Indies with a 17th century ship in 
the foreground, and at the back, a view of the 
mountain from which the island first settled obtained 
its name, St. Christopher.

Many stamp collectors are looking forward to the 
issue of this stamp in January next, one of the attrac­
tions of which will be the fact of its not being purely a 
speculative issue.

G. H. King.
Basseterre.

STEAMER SAILINGS.
The following dates of steamer sailings must be regarded 

as approximate only, and intending passengers should make 
enquiries from the respective shipping companies regarding 
actual times of sailings.

To From Packet Sailing
B. Honduras ... Liverpool ... Patrician ... Dec. 23
Jamaica . Bristol .. Motagua 26
West Indies London .. Intaba 29
B’dos & T’dad ... 
B’dos, T’dad &

. Liverpool .. Asian ... „ 30

Demerara ... Glasgow ... Songster 30West Indies . Dover .. Van Rensselaer... .. 30
1923

Jamaica . Bristol ... Camito ... Jan . 1
West Indies

D’ara & T’dad ..

Plymouth

. Amsterdam .

Pérou ... n

.. Prins Frederik 
Hendrik ... Jan.

8

11
B. Honduras ... New Orleans ■ ilU.F. Co. Steamer" ,, 13
Bermuda
G’ada, T’dad &

New York ... Fort St. George ... „ 13

Demerara New York ... Matura ... „ 16
Jamaica , New York ... Carillo ... „ 17
Bermuda . New York ... Fort Victoria ... „ 17
West Indies ... New York 
B’da, B’mas, J'aca

.. Parima ... „ 18

& Br. H’ras .... Halifax, N S. . Canadian Fisher 18West Indies Halifax, N.S. . .. Chaudière 19Bermuda New York .. Fort St. George ... ,, 20Jamaica New York • ■ Tivives 24Bermuda New York .. Fort Victoria 24
W est Indies New York -. Guiana 26Ja’ca & B. Hras New York • • Zacapa 27Bermuda New York ... Fort St. George... 27Jamaica New York ■ ■ Metapan 31Bermuda New York • • Fort Victoria ... 31
West Indies New York .• Guiana ... Feb 1
West Indies Halifax, N.S. . .. Chaleur 9
Bermuda New York .. Fort St. George ... 3
Bermuda. New York • • Fort Victoria
Jamaica ■ ... New York 
B’da, B’mas, Ja’ca

.. Sixaola ... „ 7

& B. H’das ... Halifax, N.S. . .. Canadian Forester , 8B.. Honduras ... New Orleans . ■ ■ “U.F. Co. Steamer" 10Bermuda New York •• Fort St. George ... „ 10

SPECIAL CRUISES TO WEST INDIES.

West Indies 
West Indies 
West Indies 
West Indies 
West Indies 
West Indies 
West Indies

From
... New York 
.. New York

... New York 
... New York 
... New York 
... New York

. New York

Packet Sailing
Megantic ... Jan. 15
Empress of Britain „ 20
Orca ••• „ 24
Megantic ...Feb. 17
Empress of Britain „ 20
Orca ... n 24
Megantic ...Mar. 22
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THE GOVERNORS OF JAMAICA.
By Frank Cundall, F.S.A.

XIII. John White, President.

(Continued from page 570 and concluded.)
“ May it pleas yor Lordships
"Since the aforegoing their Majesties Ships Guernzey 

wth. the Sloopes wch. we sent out against the french 
that had landed on the Northside of this Island are 
come into port and have had good success, Haveing 
burnt the Enemy’s Ship and taken and destroyed all 
the men both by land & sea Except eighteen wch. 
Escaped in a sloop, In all humility we are

“ Yor. Lordships most humble & obedient Servts.”
Besides this account by the Council there are 

seven other descriptions of the earthquake. Most 
of them are in the West India Reference Library 
in the Institute of Jamaica—(1) a facsimile of the 
contemporary broadside in the British Museum, 
which contains a letter from a certain Captain 
Crocket, dated June 30th, 1792 (sic); (2) an 
Account contributed by Sir Hans Sloane to the 
“ Philosophical Transactions ” of the Royal
Society in 1694, from letters sent to him by various 
correspondents; (3) “A Sad and Terrible Relation 
of the dreadful Earthquake that happened at 
Jamaica, June 7th, 1692; also an account of the 
utter defeat of the French then landed there, 
Ixmdon, 1692 ” (a copy of which is in the Bodleian 
Library); (4) An Account by the Rector, Dr. 
Heath (a copy of which is in the British Museum. 
In the Institute is a copy of the Dutch translation 
published at Rotterdam in 1692. It was repub­
lished in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1750); (5) 
An Account by a Minister of the Parish of Vere, 
published in 1693; (6) An Account by Mrs. Akers, 
of Nevis, in Smith’s “ Natural History of Nevis ” 
(1745); (7) Another Account is in a contemporary 
pamphlet, dated 1694, in the British Museum, “A 
letter to a friend from Jamaica, Spanish Town, 
the 19th June, 1692,” signed “John Pike.”

The following names are mentioned in one or 
other of the accounts. All were killed except 
those in italics :—Capt. Agar, Mrs. Aker, Mr. 
Allcock’s family, Mr. Atwell, Mr. Beckford Mr. 
Beckford’s two daughters, Mrs. Elizabeth Beck­
ford, Mr. Bosby, Dr. Boyes, Mr. Browne, Mrs. 
Susannah Carson, Sir James Costleby’s daughter, 
Mrs. Crebet, Mr. Croft’s family, Capt. Cumnge or 
Cunning, Mrs. Dorrington’s child, Mr. Dempsty, 
Mr Diggings, Mr. Deane, Mrs. Eelyne and child, 
MrL Fuller,’ Mr. Fyrme, Mrs. Gifford Lewis 
Galdu Mr. Hayward and family, Dr. Heath, Mr. 
Ihllinwoi.fi and’ family, Mr. Joseph Heminge, Mr. 
Joy’s child, Mr. Ralph Knight’s widow and niece, 
Mr. Keene, Maior Kelly, Mr. Lambspert, Mr. John 
Lake and wife, Mr. Magirah, Capt. Martin, Mr. 
Meares Mr. Meson and family, Attorney-General 
Musgrave, Mr. Nash, Mr Norbory s wife, Mr. 
Nushall, Capt. Nevill, Mr. Pryor, Mr Geo 
Phillips Mr. John Perk’s wife and child. Lord 
Pak, Capt Phips, Mrs. Radburn and her family,, 
fol ReX Provost Marshall Reeves 
tarv Reeves, Col. Reeve’s Lady, Mrs. Robinson, 
Capt. Rüden, Mr. Ryvers, wife and family, Mr.

Stephens, Mr. Stocktone and family, Mrs. 
Sweetinge, Mr. Swymer, Capt. Tokely, Dr. 
Trapham, Mr. William Turner, Capt. Waile, Capt. 
Warde, Mr. Watts, Capt. Watson, John White, 
Capt. Wilison and son, Mr. Jonathan Wood, Capt. 
Woody.

The steps taken by the Council for the supres-r 
sion of robbery were, unfortunately, not very effec­
tive. The minister from Vere wrote :

“ Immediately upon the cessation of the extremity 
of the Earthquake, your Heart would abhor to hear of 
the Depredations, Robberies, and Violences that were 
in an instant committed upon the Place, by the vilest 
and basest of the People : no Man could call anything 
his own, for they that were strongest and most wicked 
seized what they pleased and whose they pleased, and 
where they pleased without any regard to Propriety. 
Gold and Silver, Jewels, Plate or Goods, was all their 
own that they could or would lay hands on : Nothing 
but breaking open of Houses, rushing into Shops, and 
taking what they pleased before the Owners faces; 
forcing Goods or Money from them in the open street, 
as they were carrying it elsewhere for better Security, 
succeeded the Horrors of this dreadful time; while 
others in Cano’s, Wherries, Ship-boats, &c., were 
plundering Chests, Boxes, Screwtores, &c., of what 
they could find in them upon the Water. Even the 
very Slaves thought it their time of Liberty, wherein 
they committed many barbarous Insolencies and Rob­
beries, till they were suppressed by the Death of some, 
and punishment of others.”

It was not long before the attempt to repulse 
the attack from Petit Guavos was successful. The 
minister of Vere wrote :—

" And though in the midst of our distress it pleas’d 
God to give us a signal Victory over our Enemies, the 
French, who happened at that time to make the 
sharpest Attack upon us since the War, having landed 
some say 200, some say 80 Men at the Northside, 
which is but weakly furnished with Men, where they 
intrenched themselves, but were shamefully beaten 
out by a vigorous On-set in the night, by a Party of 
about thirty Men, who slew 7 or 8 outright, and the rest 
flying to their boats were 30 of them drowned, while 
in the meantime our Fleet which was set out on pur­
pose pursuing theirs, we took one Shalop, and made 
them desperately blow up their great Ship; such as 
were saved remaining our Prisoners, and others fled, 
home to give an Account of their Overthrow.”

On June 24th the Council ordered :—
" That there be laid out two hundred acres of Collel. 

William Beeston’s land in the parrish of St. Andrews, 
where the President and the rest of the Gents : of their 
Majesties Councill have appointed for building of a 
new Towne.” . .
Thus Kingston came into being. Ihe sum of 
£1 000 was ordered to be paid to Beeston for the 
land; Nicholas Lawes was charged with the duty 
of laying it out, and preference was given to 
former land owners at Port Royal in the taking up 
of land. Ships were ordered to unlade at the 
“new Towne,” and the Naval Officer and 
Receiver-General removed their 0^ fh^ 
July 13th was fixed as a day of Public Fast an 

Humiliation. . , , , . .
On July 12 th the Council decided to meet at 

Mosquito Point to view and elect a place for build- 
in« a fortification to secure the new channel opened 
to take the place of the one destroyed hy the

Ihllinwoi.fi
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earthquake, and on August 8th the fort was 
ordered to be erected. This was a foreshadow of 
Fort Augusta.

On July 21st regulations were drawn up for “the 
new towne to be called Kingston,” and Peter 
Beckford was commissioned to command there and 
at Port Royal. Each lot was to pay a quit rent 
of ten shillings.

On August 9th the draught of the town of 
Kingston, laid out by John Goffe, was approved 
by the Council. How much of Goffe’s draught 
was embodied in Lilly’s plan, one cannot say. 
Provision was made for building a hospital and for 
holding a market every week-day. Edward 
Yeoman, late of Port Royal, was appointed clerk 
of the market, and Deodatus Stanly was appointed 
bellman of the town. The first householder on 
record is Mrs. Ann Lowder, in whose house the 
Council met to consider claims.

On August 8th the Council passed a payment of 
£10 for some lime for King’s House, at Spanish 
Town, and for repairing “ the mace ” brought out 
by Lord Windsor, which had apparently been 
damaged in the earthquake.

John White had but short opportunity for carry­
ing out the plans in which he took a leading part 
in forming. He probably died of the sickness 
which followed the earthquake. One resident 
wrote home :—

“ We have had a very great Mortality since the 
great Earthquake (for we have little ones daily) almost 
half the people that escap’d upon Port-Royal are since 
dead of a Malignant Fever, from Change of Air, want 
of dry Houses, warm Lodging, proper Medicines, and 
other Conveniences.”
Another wrote :—

“ Our people settled a Town at Liguanea side and 
there is about 500 graves already, and People every 
day a dying still.”

It was estimated that while the earthquake 
caused 2,000 (1,500 whites and 500 blacks) deaths, 
this sickness caused 3,000.

White presided at the Council for the last time 
on August 16th. His burial is recorded in St. 
Andrew six days later (August 22nd), but there is 
no stone to mark the spot.

Receipts from fuel oil sales fell very considerably during 
the year under review. Reduced prices primarily resulted 
from the enormous production of Mexican oil, which also 
adversely affected the local demand for bunkers. Light 
products likewise realised lower prices. Depreciation 
allowances show an increase of £35,871, mainly on account 
of wells. Production from the company’s fields amounted 
to 131,416 tons, against 158,046 tons during the preceding 
year; purchases of crude oil totalled 67,755 tons. The 
production of the past few months has shown a steady in­
crease. During the year 211,252 tons of crude oil were 
treated in the company’s refineries, compared with 176,642 
tons for the previous twelve months. The extensions to 
the company’s main refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre have been 
carried out. The plant is not yet being operated at full 
capacity, as certain adjustments to the new portion are being 
effected. Operations are, for the present, being confined to 
the Forest Reserve and Barrackpore Fields, owing to the in­
conclusive results from the test wells on the Santa Cecilia 
and Piparo areas.

SOME COMPANY NOTES.
Trinidad Leaseholds, Ltd.

In their report for the year ended June 30th, 1922, the 
directors state that the following areas were controlled by 
the company at that date :—63,893 acres under Government 
lease; 2,859 acres of freehold land; 1,794 acres of freehold 
oil rights; 580 acres of freehold surface rights.

Capital expenditure amounted to £190,365, of which 
£95,862 represented the cost of well sinking, the balance 
having been spent in completing work on hand at June 
30th, 1921, and on additional plant, machinery, tankage, 
etc. Owing to the further fall in the market price of oil- 
well supplies, and the improvement in the rate of exchange 
with America, where the company’s supplies are mainly 
purchased, the book value of the stores on hand has been 
revised, and now stands at the estimated cost of replace­
ment at June 30th last. The company’s indebtedness on 
loan account, which appeared in the previous balance sheet 
at £131,609, had been reduced to £24,066 at June 30th last. 
This balance has since been liquidated.

Ste. Madeleine Sugar Company, Ltd.
The profit for the year ended June 22nd, 1922, after 

payment of debenture interest, amounted to £9,777 9s. 6d., 
which has been carried to profit and loss account, reducing 
the deficiency to £85,263 19s. Id. The directors, in their 
report, attribute the smallness of the profit mainly to short 
crops of estate canes. The late close of reaping of the 
1921 crop seriously damaged the 1922 canes in many of the 
fields, and the continuance of heavy rains from July to 
December interfered much with estate work, and caused 
further injury to the crops. Also the estates are still 
suffering from reduced cultivation during the extreme 
labour difficulties of the previous years, when it was im­
possible to maintain the previous standard. Steps have 
now been taken towards restoring the estates to their 
former position, but it will be some time before the results 
of this can be shown in increased crops. The accounts 
show that the forecast of the directors that the disastrous 
economic and labour conditions were passing off has been 
fully confirmed. Labour has settled down to the changed 
conditions. All classes have quickly realised that heavy 
reductions in pay were necessary, and have accepted the 
situation. The cost of all stores has fallen, and taxation 
lias been reduced. Thus during the year a big stride to­
wards pre-war conditions has been taken. The factory 
work has been of a high order, and the recovery of sugar 
from the canes shows a marked advance on any previous 
record. The following figures give the results of the year 
and a comparison with previous years:—

1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922

Canes, Estates tons 133,871 117.511 95,442 95,570 93,495 83,151 76,334 
,, purchased,, 82,375 116,346 79 486 70,450 82.177 102,128 95,551

216,246 233,857 174,928 166,020 173,672 185,289 171.885

Sugar made tons 20,890 24,472 16,643 16,482 17,510 17,741 17,880

Sucrose in Cane %
,, ,, Megass ,,

Purity of Juice 
Recovery of

Sucrose ,, 
Yield of Sugar

96 deg. ,, 
Estate Canes,

per acre tons

11.21
3.40

77.60

82.55

9.66

24.72
Sugar ,, 2.38

Price of Sugar,pr-ton £17.19-8

12.56
3.95

80.50

80.53

10.55

23.35
2.46

18.10.0

11-28
3.30

79.60

81.14

9.51

19.62
1.86

11.69
3.46

80.50

81.59

9.93

19.44
1.93

11.86
3.00

80.58

84.09

10.40

18.28
1.97

12.09
3.38

79.54

78.86

9.97

21.37
2.13

11.45
3.29

80.39

80.80

9.63

19.72
1.90

Price of Sugar,pr.ton £17.19-8 18.10.0 19.13.9 24.2.11 39.16.7 26.6.7 15.11.0
Speaking at the third annual general meeting, on 

November 28th, the chairman, Mr. G. Moody Stuart, said 
they were now on the way towards a more satisfactory posi­
tion on their own estates, but he could not, unfortunately, 
say as much in regard to the small-Holders—farmers, as 
they were called—from whom they purchased half their 
cane supply. All over Trinidad there was going to be a 
big shortage in these in the coming crop.

19.13.9 24.2.11
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THE WEST INDIAN PASSENGER LIST.

Elders & Fyffes, Ltd.

Sailings to Jamaica, fiom Liverpool, in s.s. Greenbrier, 
December 5th.
Mr- & Mrs- J. A- Clark 
Miss D- E- Clark 
Capt. & Mrs. R. G- C.

Harvey

Sailings to Jamaica, from Avonmouth, in R.M.S. Patuca, 
December 12th.
Miss A- Bardawill 
Mr. & Mrs. B. S. Caws 
Miss L- A- Chambers 
Mr. O. H- Davie* 
Miss M. Duffy 
Mrs. M- A. Glennie 
Mr & Mrs- A. Gordon 
Capt- N- A- Leeson

Rev. C. S. King 
Mrs. E. R- King 
Miss M. S. King 
Mr. R. J. C. Shipley

Mr- N- B. Livingston 
Mr. J. Medina 
Miss M. Mole 
Mr- J - Morison 
Mrs. H. Mortlock 
The Misses Mortlock 
Mr. R- S. Nettleton 
Mr- L. R- O’Hanlon

Rev. & Mrs. T. I.
Stockley

Mr. A- Worsdell

Mrs- S- G- Palmer 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Perez 
The Marquess &

Marchioness of Sligo
Mr. & Mrs. W. H- F- 

Sidky & family
Hon. & Mrs- W. A- S.

Vickers

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Intaba, 
London, December 8th :—
Mr. R. V. Butt Mr. & Mrs. L. E. H. Mr. J. E. Kitchen
Mr. C. Carmichael Dran Miss Mearns
Mr. & Mrs. P. E. F. Mrs. Graham & Son Mr. T. A. White

Cressall

Royal Netherlands West Indian Mail.
Sailings to West Indies from Dover, in s.s. Stuyvesant, 

December 16th : —
The Hon. J. P. Auld 
Mr. F. C. Cherry 
Sir Charles & Lady

Clarke
Mr. R- Fiennes
Mr. L. C- C. Hobson 
Mr. J. B. Jones

Home arrivals from West Indies, in s.s. Van Rensselaer, 
December 4th: —
The Hon. T. A. V. Best 
Miss Alexa Best 
Mr. A. Blaker 
Mr. G. Burgess

MissD. Kahl 
Mr. A. G. Kyle 
Miss Mickleborough 
Mrs. A. C. Newman 
Mr. & Mrs. G. G. Nixon 
Mr. B. Persaud
Mr- & Mrs. Pompelloni

Mr. & Mrs. A. C.
Clarke

Miss I. Clarke
Mr. H. Harris
Mr. L. Kapaan

Mrs. A. I. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Howard

Smith
Mr. & Mrs. F.

Tretheway
Mrs. G. Walcott

Mr. J. McGregor
Mr. S. V. Mortimer
Miss Ida M. Skellington
Mr. A. Tiller
Mr. J. Walker

Home arrivals from Jamaica in s.s. Camilo, Avonmouth, 
December 10th :—
Mr. Courtney Browne 
Mrs. E. Coward 
Mrs. F. Cripps 
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey 
Mr. H. Halsall 
Mr. W. Holder

Capt. & Mrs. Luker- 
Brown & family 

Miss Lucie-Smith 
Mrs. A. Liddell 
Mr. L. Mordecai 
Mrs. E. Macmillan

Major & Mrs. Moulton- 
Barrett

Mr. McGill
Mr. & Miss Miller
Miss Olive
Mr. E. Nation
The Misses Scott (2)

Thos. & Jas. Harrison.

Sailings to West Indies, from London, in s.s. Speaker, 
December 9th : —
Mr. & Mrs. Bromley 
Mr. E. H. Brown 
Mr. R. Hargrove

Mr. A. Montague 
WhiteMr. & Mrs. Johnson

Mr. Martin 
Mr. Vignali

WANT.
West Indian Nurse, desirous of returning West Indies 

early in January, would give services in exchange for passage 
—Apply Airs. Waldegrave, 44, Grosvenor Road, Chiswick, 
W.4.

Situation required in West Indian Merchant’s Office; 30 
years’ experience in similar capacity.—Apply “ W,” c/o 
The West Indla Committee Circular, 14, Trinity Square, 
E.C.

The Manager will gladly pay 6d. each unsoiled copy of 
Circulars No. 623,of August 17th, and No. 628, of October 
26th, returned to him at 14, Trinity Square, E.C. 3.

EXPORTS F®
The figures published below, showing I 

tn various dates, have been kindly su

*OM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.
he exports of produce from the British West Indies froi 
pplied to The West India Committee by the respective C

n January 1 st, 
Jovernments.

Arrowroot 
Asphalt...............  
Balata ............... 
Bananas ............... 
Bauxite
Bitters ...
Cacao •...............
Cassava Starch 
Chicle 
Coco-nuts
Coffee
Copra ...............
Cotton. M. Galante 
Cotton. Sea Island 
Cotton Seed 
Diamonds 
Dyewoods
Ginger ............... 
Gold ...............
Ground Nuts ... 
Honey ...............  
Lime Juice (raw)

„ ,. (conctd.)
oil...............

Lime (citrate of) 
Limes, (fcteen' 
Logwood ...
Lumber...............
Mahogany
Manjak ...............
Molasses...............
Oranges ............... 
Essential Oil* ... 
Petroleum 
Pimento —
Rice ..............
Rubber ............... 
Rum ...............
Shingles ... 
Sugar 
Timber .............

lbs. 
tons 
.lbs. 

bchs. 
tons, 
galls.

lbs. 
lbs 
lbs. 
No. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs- 
lbs. 

carats 
tons
lbs. . 
ozs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

galls.

lbs. 
brls. 
tons 
feet

tons 
galls

No. 
lbs. 

galls.
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 

galls.
No.

ton* 
Cllb. ft-

Anti­
gua. 
To 

Aug. 31

11.250
1,700

1.040

87.940

7.703

Bar­
bados.

To 
Oct. 31

176.271

70
7046.759

5 627

33.808

British 
Guiana 

To
Oct. 31

553.703

1.540,040 
766.089 
184.970

123.421

7,846

7,243

106.152

47.594

17.234.591

380.820
1.561,850 

64.145
124 738

British 
Hondu­
ras. To
Get. 31

341.657

315,835
4.929,693

448.300

1.075
34,890 

6.428.134

147,175

4,784

Domi­
nica 
To

Oct 31

2,689

569,296

165,976
511

1,045 
191,572 
137.131
77.820 

561,907 
25,051

340.350 
2.888

52,650

50.726

Grenada. 
To

Sept. 30

6.872.880

550

7.997 
254.464

631.568

800

100

9.655
4 715

262

100

1,175

Jamaica. 
To

Nov. 11

11.189.097

7.589.344

27.706.491
5.195.344
1,617.391

23.449 
1,499.904

1,071,112

7.939,537

9,930,592

725.903

47.593

Mont­
serrat.

To
Oct. 31

482

302,524 
728,000

48.210
460 
32 

5,040

2.087

972

57

St.
Lucia. 

To
Sept. 30

3.687

1,250,611

69.668
114

71.943

258

15.932
3,342

15,846
429

4,927
4251

11.560
4,512

141,002
255.846 

3,024

361
18,000
3.791
3.192

St. Kitts 
Nevis.

To 
Sept. 30

321.735

232,877 
255,360

434.390

6,728

st. 
Vincent.

To
Sept 30

3,213,144

38

116.860
83.517

480

250.000
44,770

287,932 
150

650

338.567 
12 
12

109.572
1.630

61

Trinidad 
To

Oct. 31

123,404
3,593

31 298 
44,132,034

15.695.651 
329

7.302.956

10

591

9,501

135.989 
178.156

46 980.394

4,102
22,965

49,231
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PRODUCE MARKETS SUMMARY.
Telephone—

Minories 2200-2201.
Telegrams—

” Carib, London." © 14, Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 
Dec. 19th, 1922

BANK RATE. 3 per cent, as from July 12th. 
EXCHANGE. Value of the £ Sterling.

Dec. 5th Dec. 19th Dec. 5th
£ s. d. t s. d. £ s a.

IDU.S.A. ... 18 8 19 II In Spain... 1 3 2
..France 311 2 2 9 6 -.Germany 1700 0 0
•• Belgium 2 15 o 2 14 3 I ,, Austria Nominal 
..Italy ... 3 11 4 3 12 0 | ..Holland 18 10

The value of the gold sovereign is £1 Os. lOd.

Dec. 19th 
£ s. d.
1 3 3

1600 0 0
Nominal 

19 1

SUGAR. As was anticipated, the beginning of the new 
Cuban crop has been marked by a considerable drop in the 
value of spot sugars in the New York Market during the 
fortnight, landed duty-paid Cubans being quoted yester­
day at 5.53c, equivalent to 3.75c, c.i.f., or about 3.59c, 
f.o.b. 1’his is .25c below last Summary’s quotation.

The futures market closed easy at: January 3.62c; March 
3.35c; May 3.46c; and July 3.59c.

The Home Market on the fortnight has been quiet, and 
prices are about unchanged. Yesterday’s values were: 
London Granulated, 50/U spot; American Granulated, 
49/9 spot; West Indian Crystallised, 44/6 to 46/- spot ■ 
White Mauritius, 47/6 to 48/-; White Java, 47/9 to 48/6* 
Cuban 96 deg. new crop was quoted February at 17/4|, c.i.f.

I criminal market values were:—White. January 21/8 
February 21/10’, March 22/2, May 22/44.

I he Board of Trade Returns for November show that 
during the month 181,906 tons were imported into the 
United Kingdom, consisting of 53,567 tons of refined, and 
128,339 tons of unrefined. As might be expected from the 
time of year, the imports of beet sugar from the Continent 
were greatly increased, amounting to 43,712 tons, as against 

tons in October. Holland supplied 17,059°tons, 
Belgium 18,261 tons, France 4,813 tons, and Czechoslovakia 
3,5a9 tons. From countries outside of Europe, 2,501 tons 
(white plantation) came from Java, and 3,716 tons (refined 
granulated) from the United States, with 3,638 tons from 

other countries,” presumably Canada. Tn the unrefined 
category, 39,945 tons were imported from Mauritius, 39,000 
tons from Java, 11,768 tons from Peru, and 1,773 tons from 
the British West Indies. Only 1,953 tons came from Cuba.

The total imports for the eleven months were 1,818,954 
tons, 486,756 tons of which were refined and 728,042 un­
refined. 113,728 tons of refined came from Europe, includ­
ing 49,359 tons from Holland, 24,559 tons from Belgium, 
6,412 tons from France, and 29,197 tons from Czecho­
slovakia. The imports of American granulated were 268,318 
tons, and of white plantation Java 10,858 tons. “ Other 
countries not in Europe ” supplied 97,969 tons. The un­
refined imports were 1,332,188 tons, which included 631,988 
tons from Cuba, 82,690 tons from Peru, 164,315 tons from 
Java, 96,797 tons from Brazil, 172,796 tons from Mauritius, 
and 95,089 tons from the British West Indies. The total 
imports of 1,818,954 tons compare with 1,166,919 tons for 
the eleven months of last year.

The export of home refined sugar for the month was 
943 tons, bringing the total for the eleven months to 
-8,364 tons, and the re-exports 1,261 tons for the month 
and 13,735 tons for the eleven months.

The stocks on hand on November 30th amounted to 
350,750 tons, consisting of 32,300 tons of foreign refined 
.»3,000 tons of home refined, and 265,450 tons of unrefined’ 
I hese figures compare with the stocks on hand on October 
31st of 284,700 tons, consisting of 30,000 tons of foreign 
refined, 42,150 tons of home refined, and 212,700 tons 'of 
unrefined. The quantity of sugar liberated for consump­
tion during the month was 131,902 tons, as against 148,683 
tons in October. This brings the eleven months’ con­
sumption up to 1,487,806 tons, as against 1,282,231 tons for 
the corresponding period of last year. The refiners’ con-
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tribution to the consumption during the month was 70,209 
tons, bringing their total for eleven months to 876,007 
tons.

RUM has been quiet on the fortnight, and it is not 
anticipated that any more business will be done until the 
New Year. Prices are about steady.

The quantity of rum imported during the month was 
only 23,124 proof gallons, as against 32,000 gallons in 
October last, and 268,069 gallons in November of last year. 
The total imports for the eleven months were 1.178,274 
gallons, as against 4,085,803 gallons for January-November 
of last year. The re-exports were 54,290 gallons, as against 
93,203 gallons in November last year, which bring the 
total re-exports for the eleven months up to 410,283 gallons 
as against 434,110 gallons for the corresponding period of 
last year.

The quantity liberated from bond for consumption was 
227,608 proof gallons, as against 152,947 gallons in October, 
and 305,000 gallons in November, 1921. The stocks on 
hand on November 30th were 10,262,000 proof gallons, as 
against 10,669,009 on October 31st.

CACAO remains quiet, with the prices of Trinidad and 
Grenada sorts about unchanged. Fine estates Trinidad is 
selling slowly at 63/-. Export business remains rather 
slow*.

The month’s imports of cacao were 43,036 cwts.. of which 
1,432 cwts. came from the British West Indies. The eleven 
months imports were 1,104,496 cwts., as against 1,067,116 
cwts. for January-November, 1921. During the eleven 
months 125,370 cwts. have been imported from the British 
West Indies, as against 149,614 cwts. in the corresponding 
period of last year. The re-exports for the month amounted 
to 23,700 cwts., bringing the total for the eleven months / 
to 339,409 cwts., which compares with 530,969 cwts. for 
January-November last year. The consumption for the 
month was 86,391 cwts., bringing the total for the eleven 
months to 928,172 cwts. This compares with 855,486 cwts. 
during the corresponding period of last year. The stocks 
on hand on November 30th were 518,000'cwts., comparing 
with 389,000 cwts. on October 31st last, and 618,000 cwts on 
November 30th, 1921.

ARROWROOT. There is rather more doing in manu­
facturing sorts at 5|d. to 5fd.

BALATA. The market for West Indian sheet is very 
firm, with spot valued ’ " " '
3/5 c.i.f.

COFFEE, There is

at 3/8, and forward positions at

not much doing in this market, 
At ln«t Jhe >’ear are being held to-dav’.
At last weeks auction 32 bags of fine ordinary Jamaica 
were offered, but were mostly bought in. The nominal 
M70/ to rJ//0013 fi"e °rdinary Jamaica « "-h“

and the last public sales

were offered, but were

f to,irm’ "ith buyers of West i*”»
t Rotterdam ’ 21 Cent- cif- ’-"d™
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